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ADVIMNNE QUE POURRA!” 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever, is intended for, insertion in the # Japan 
.¥ MAIL’? must be authenticated by the name 
Ma widtess of the writer, aot for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. 

It is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the Manaer, and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
addressed tothe Ep:rror. 














Yononama: SATURDAY, Jan. 187, 1808. 








BIRTH. 


On Sunday, the 26th ult, at 258-c Bluff, the 
wife of D. H. Braxe of a daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 

On the 22nd December, at the Kobe Bri 
Consulate and afterwards in the Union Church 
by the Rev. W. Wynd, Grorar Hopcxinson 
Esq., of Osaka, to Anna Rosa Tscuumt, of 
Berne, Switze:land. 

At the German Chapel, Hongkong, on Mondae, 
the 20th December, 1897, by the Rev. Rieky, 
‘Turopor Bunce, of Kobe, Japan, to Euizapertt 
‘Treasporr, daughter of Orro Tregsporr, of 
Hampore, Germany. 
ch, Hongkong, on 17th inst, by 

ms, assisied by Rev. T. W. 
Hotcatnsoy, of the London 












Peaice, ARTHUR | 
Mission, Amoy, to Jessi A. Cane, second 
Daughter of George A. Cane, E-g,, London, 


DEATH. 


At the Osaka Hospital, at 8 p.m. on 23ed 
ultimo, the wife of Captain P, C. Furze. 














SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tux general elections are expected to take 
place in February. 


A CoNFLAGRATION occurred in Nemuro, Hok 
kaido, on the 20th instant, in which 653 houses 
were destroyed. 





Tue Nippon Yasen Kaisha steamer Kinshu 


Maru, which collided with the steamer Hoku- 
shin Maru at the entrance dy OOS ereil 





the ath inst. left Yokohama on the 28th for 
Shanghai to be repaired, as there is no vacant 
dock in Japan at present, 


Tue Commander of the Japanese Standing 
Squadron hoisted his flag on the battle-ship 
Fuji a few days ago. 


Srverat fires have occurred during the past 
week in Yokohama, but none fortunately attain- 
ed any very serious dimensions, 


Tyexor fever and diptheria are rife in Yoko- 
hama. Some foreign residents have been 
attacked by the former disease. 


France is sending out a cruiser to reinforce its 
Asiatic Squadron, but will remain impas: 
unless there be some foreign aggression in South 
China. 
In the gale which visited Yokohama on the 
26th inst, a large junk named the 7aiyei Maru 
sank between Yokohama and Tokyo, and 
three lives were lost. 








§| Tue week has been remarkabje for the number 
1|of shipping disasters on the coast of Japan 


One wreck off the Pescadores involved the loss 
of many lives. 


Aw earthquake occurred on Sunday the 26th 
inst. which was felt over a wide area, Tele- 
grams referring to it were received from Niigata, 
Fukushima, and Yonezawa. 





Tur Government has received information from 
Mr. Kurind, Minister to Fran 
treaty between France and Japan was passed by 
the Senate on the 23rd instant. 






Tae funeral of the late Prince Shimazu will take 
place on the 5th or G6ih of next month at Kago- 
shima. The Government will grant twenty 


thousand yen towards the expenses, 


Ar Shimo-takai and Shimomizachi, in Shi- 
nano province, snow has fallen to a depth of 10 
or 12 feet. Many farmhouses have been 
crushed by the weight of the anow, 





On the 18th inst., 915 families of soldiers who 
died during the China War were rewarded by 
the Board of Decorations with special grants of 
money ranging from yen 209 lo yen 300. 


Txouca Count Matsukata and other Ministers 
of State have tendered their res 
are to maintain their posts until His Maj. 
Emperor gives his sanction to their retirement, 





Tue ex-members of the House belonging to the 
Liberal party held a meeting on the 27th and 
decided to circulate throughout the country a 
detailed statement of the cause of the dissolution. 


Tue Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s steamer Zamba 
Maru, now on her way from Loudon to Japan, 
ia reported to have taken on board at London 
some_guns and ammunition for war-vessels in 
Japan. 


Maxguts Iro was summoned to the palace on 
the 28th instant and had a long audience of the 
Emperor. The Marquis is reported to have 
received his Majesty's commands to form a new 
Cabinet. 


Tux amount of paid-up capital of 172 Japanese 
industrial companies, according to investiga- 
tions made during the first half of the year, 
was ver 34,424 364 and the total profits earned 
by them yen 2,272,647. 








Mr. Ucuipa Ycsnrro, representative of over 
100 discontented persons serving in the Gover: 
nor-General’s Office, Formosa, came up to the 
capilal a few days ago for the purpose of pre- 





le 


senting petitions. They ask for the indepen- 
dence of the judiciary, the protection and en- 
couragement of industry, and the establishment 
of a proper banking system. 


Tue Diet after being formally opened on the 
aqth by the Emperor in person, was dissolved 
next day, just as a motion declaring want of 
confidence in the Cabinet was being introduced 
in the Lower House. 


Russta, according to Reuter, demand the dis. 
missal of the English engineers at presentemploy- 
ed on Chinese railways, She also demands that 
German military.instructors in China be re- 











Zhe Times’ Peking despatch reports that the 
Chinese Government will reconstruct the forts 
at Port Arthur under Russian supervision and 
with Rassian money; which points to the per- 
manent occupation of the port by Russia. 





Tue ex-members of the Diet belonging to the 
Progressionist party held a meeting on the 26th 
inst. and decided to support the proposers 
of the motion of “want of confidence” and 
to issue a manifesto regarding the dissolution. 





Ir is understood that the Washington Govern- 
ment has been sounded as to its views in regard 
to Chinese affairs, and has replied that it is not 
interested in the territorial question, the protec- 
tion of established American interests being its 
sole concern. 
Tue steamer Hokuyo Maru, which left Yoko- 
hama on the 22nd instant for Niigata vf¢ Hako- 
date with a cargo of 2,700 bags of foreign rice, 
went ashore and was wrecked off the mouth of 
Niigata river on the 27th inst, and there is no 
hope of saving the ship or her cargo. 








Tue amount of coal conveyed to the port of 
Wakamatsu (Kyushu) during November last 
from varions mines in Kyushu reached 
366,270,000 Ain. The figure shows an in- 
crease of 1,500,000 Ait as compared with the 
previous month and an increase of over 30 per 
cent. on the output during last summer, 


Tue Nippon Tetsudo Kaisha (Japanese Rail- 
way) lately presented a petition to the Com- 
munications Department for an amendment in 
its fares, According to the petition, the fare 
of t sen 2 rin per mile on journies extending 
from 1 mile to 100 miles remains as heretofore, 
but the fare of 8 rin per mile on joutnies ex- 
ceeding 100 miles is to be raised to 1 sen. 





No business has been done during the last 
week in piece goods of any kind, or in yarns. 
For metals there have been afew enquiries, not, 
however, resulting in any transactions, in spite 
of a weakening in prices. The kerosene market 
is exceptionally dull for this time of the year, 
business being limited to small sales for imm 
diate requirements. ‘here has been a fair de- 
mand for sugar, both brown and white refined, 
at slightly advanced prices, A considerable 
amount of Saigon and Bangkok 
been imported recently and the m 
the home production has given way 
as some holders are obliged to sell to raise 
money for the New Year settlements. In 
exports there has been a fair business done in 
silk, both raw and waste, at pr about 10 
yen per picnl above last month’s quotations. 
Stocks are low, only about half the quantity at 
same time last year, and holders are very firm. 
Very tew transactions have taken place 


























the balance of stock in hand being sma’ 
of poor quality. Exchange closes firm. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
+ 

Of course the condition of domestic politics 
occupies a large share of journalistic attention 
in Japan at present, especially when viewed by 
the somewhat vivid light of events occurring on 
the adjacent continent, 
briefly stated, is that in order to secure the 
national union so desirable under existing cir- 
cumstances, a reconstruction of the Ministry is 
essential. By ‘existing circumstances” our 
contemporary refers to the occupation of Kiao- 
chou and Port Arthur by Germany and Russia 
respectively ; to the strong probability that col- 
Iusion exists between those two Powers ; to the 
inevitable inference that France will not be 
found in a different camp ; to the assembling of 
a British squadron at Chefoo, and finally to the 
deduction that we are on the eve of a partition 
of the Chinese empire. At such a crisis, what 
should be Japa ction? In the first place, 
she must claim the voice which she is undoubt- 
edly entitled to post in any extensive re- 
distribution of Far-Eastern territory; in the 
second, she must hold resolutely by Wei-hai- 
wei until China has harged in full the 
obligation on account of which that place 









































was given in pledge, and she must recognise | b 


that, in certain contingencies,—such, for ex- 
ample, as the permanent occupation of K: 
chou by Germany and Port Arthur by Rai 
—it may benecesary for her to retain possession 
of Wei-hai-wei even after China has paid the 
whole of the indemnity. Such is the course 
plainly mapped out for her, In order to pursue 
it, her strength must be united. There must 
be no dissensions between the Cabinet and the 
people. That result can easily be achieved, 
but the first steps have to be taken by the Go- 
vernment. If the country's best statesmen 
combined to forma cabinet, they would assuredly 
command the support of the Diet, forthe nation 
would recognise its own interests sufficiently to 
throw its whole strength into the scales with the 
inet. It will be seen that the Fi/¢ is constant 
to its often expressed policy, the policy of to- 
shin mira, or & combination of the talents, 
* 




















x oe 

The Nichi Nichi Shimbun \ays on the 
Cabinet's shoulders the whole blame of the 
conflict between the Ministry and the Di 
Writing immediately after the official opening 
but prior to the dissolution of the House of 
Representatives which took place on the 
asth ant, the Wvicht Nichi alleges that 
the Cabinet intends to have recourse to 
dissolution, should the House prove recalcitrant, 
and in the interval pending the general election: 
the idea is to forma new Ministry, Such a 
programme is denounced by our contemporary 
in strong terms, It wants to know upon what 
grounds the Government intends to appeal to 
the country. If the Cabinet considers that it 
needs re-consiructi inferential. 
ly that the Diet h 
and it should place its own organization upon 
a sound basis before resorting to such an 
olution of the 
recounts the 
grievances urged by the Opposition against the 
Government; alleges that never since parlia- 
mentary institations were inaugurated in Japan 
has there been such a sweeping majority hostile 
to the Cabinet, and affirms that the nation is 
with the Diet in this instance. The ‘ harmony ” 
alluded to by the Emperor in the Speech from 
the Throne can not be attained with the present 
Cabinet in power, 


























ore 

The Kekumin Shimbun takes the Emperor's 
speech for text, writes an intensifying 
homily, concluding in terms so general that they 
sound fefeune and unpractical. The gist of the 
article may be summed up by saying that our 
contemporary urges the House of Representa- 
tives not to inflict an injury on the empire nor 
to impair the national interests by allowing petty 
squabbles of a personal or party nature to inter 
fere with the discharge of the duty plainly in. 


5 
a 








The Fifi’s opinion, | Ci 









post-bellum measures. The Kokumin writes 
eloquently, but rhetoric and political platitudes 
are not the kind of food for which the nation 
craves at present. 
* 
*  * 

The proceedings of the Great Powers towards 
ina are discussed by the Mippon, which 
arrives at the conclusion that the scene of inter- 
national friction, hitherto confined to the eastern 
part of the Mediterrean Sea, has been delibe- 
rately transferred to the Far It is absurd 
to si ¢ that the murder of the missionaries 
constitutes anything like a sufficient cause for 
the movements that the Great Powers are now 
making in Asia, There must be another ex- 
planation of their action. In Germany's case 
the explanation probably is nothing more than 
a desire to divert national attention to a distant 
part of the globe, It is in the consequent 
movements of England and Russia that 
a real danger to the peace of the Orient 
lies. Russia has long had her eyes fixed 
upon Manchuria and its contiguous regions 
asa field of expansion. England, on the 
other hand, will not stand idly watching the Rus- 
sian advance: she will step into the lists to re- 
suscitateher decaying prestige. Poésibly she may 
supporting Germany against Russia, 
though so long as the Triple Alliance exists 
there is little chance of Russia ranging herself 
against Germany. At all events, Germany's 
occupation of o-chon, not in itself an act 
calculated to produce wide disturbance, 
speedily led to demonstrations by England and 
Russia against Samsha and Port Arthur, respec- 
tively, and a collision between England and 






























should be invited on one day to open the Diet 
and address the members from the Throne, 
and on the next to issue a mandate for the 
dissolution of the Ho of Representatives. 
The Cabinet can not be absolved from the 
responsibility of bringing about such an anoma- 
lous situation. A Ministry that can not claim 
even the credit of being united, that has blund- 
ered in every step of its policy, and has finally 
Precipitated a result like the present, will not 
occupy a very high place in the historical record 
of the era. There is more in the same strain, 
but the Michi Niché's extreme partisanship 
at this epoch unfortunately detracts somewhat 
from the general value of its criticisms. 
. 























Peery 

The Mainichi Shimbun declares that the 
Cabinet has employed dissolution upon 
of revenge. ‘The true purpose of dissolving the 
House is to appeal from its verdict to the 
tribunal of the nation. There is no other 
constitutional reason for such a step. But it is 
understood to be the intention of the present 
Cabinet to go out of office before the new Diet 
meets. The Ministers have, therefore, over- 
thrown their enemies preparatory to committing 
suicide themselves. If they pursue that pro- 
gramme, they will stand convicted of the most 
unconstitutional procedure that ever disgraced 
any Government in any country, Their duty 
now is to stand their ground, face the new Diet, 
and ascertain what opinion the nation entertains 
of their administration. 











. 
The Xokumin Shimbun soutly maintains the 
propriety of the Minisiry’s action in dissolving 








Russia would set the Orient on fire at once. 
What should be 
cumstances? If she joi 
b¢ provoked to more vigorous action. 









If she 
Unrows in her lot with Russia, a resolute exhibi- 





tion of strength on England’s part will follow. 
Her best plan seems to be to watch events quiet- 
ly. Even her defensive preparations are not 
complete. Offensive action, therefore, is not 
feasible, The Powers concerned are so formid- 
able that the utmost circumspection must be 
her 16'e for she present. 








ate 

Referring to the dissolution of the House of 
Representatives, which event took place subse- 
quently to the publication of the article from 
Fiti Shimpo epitomized above, that journal 
notes that although the House been dis- 
solved several times already, thi the first in- 
stance of dissolution on the opening day of the 
on, ‘The fact is interesting and striking in 
self, but when the con: 
Empire abroad are considered, these sq 
for mastery between a Cabinet and a coalition 
of political parties assume an extremely petty 
aspect. It is quite consistent with. the spirit of 
constitutional institutions that a Cabinet should 
appeal from the Diet to the nation, and that a 
Diet should refuse to endorse a Cabinet's pro- 
cedure, But the country can not afford just now 
to fritter away its strength in such bickerings, 
The crisis in foreign affairs demands that the 
adminis'ration should be conducted by a com- 
bination of all the available talen's, in order that 
not only the people at home, but also the Powers 
abroad, may know that the Government of Japan 
really represents Japan, and that when it speaks, 
speaks with the voice of the nation, 

* 
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The Nicht Nichi Shimbun discussed the 
sentence of dissolution from quite a different 
point of view. It takes no note of the consi- 
deration that such disputes are prejudicial to the 
nation’s vital interests at the present time, but 
confines itself to the fact that by dissolving the 
House before the members had an opportunity 
of enunciating their views and before the Go- 
vernment had offered any explanation of its own 
policy, the purpose of the Emperor’s Speech, 
which exhorted to harmonious deliberation, is 
effectually defeated. The dissolution of the 
Diet is the most extreme step that the Constitu- 
tion places within the power of the Government. 








dicated by his Majesty, the duty of acting in 
harmony with the Cabinet to achieve the great 
purposes now in hand, Treaty Revision, and the 


Such a measure should not be employed except 
in the last resort. It amounts almost to dis- 
respect lowards the Sovereign that his Majesty 





Google 


the House of Representative A House that 
Fesorts to such procedure can not be considered 
to have the nation’s mandate. On the day 
previous, the Emperor had instructed the Diet 
to bring to its deliberations a spirit of har- 
mony and had indicated certain important 
measures calling imperatively for par! 
ary approval. Notable among them was the 
Bill embodying the remaining portion of the 
Codes, which have to be put into operation 
in order to consummate the great work of 
Treaty Revision, There were other measures 
which his Majesty described asential to the 
success of the administration, the promotion of 
national progress and the regulation of the 
finances; for example, measures of increased 
taxation; measures for amending the local 
government system, and measures for developing 
means of communication. The Government, 



















recognising the vital importance of these various 
projects of law, placed some of them in the 
hands of the Diet on the very day of its open- 
But the 


ing—an unprecede! 
House of Represe 
note of all these things. Having rec 
Emperor's commands, it made answer that it 
would endeavour to satisfy his Majesty's purpose 
and to discharge the trust reposed in it by the 
nation. Yet, on the very day after receiving 
such commands and formulating such assur- 
ances, it allowed itself to be carried away by 
petly motives of party politics, and without even 
completing its own organization or reading so 
much as a page of the Bills submitted to it 
by the Government, it proceeded to bring 
forward a vote of want of confidence i 
the Cabinet. Such a house can uot be 
credited earnest desire to 
charge its le; tive functions or fulfil 
duties it owes to the nation. 
wait (o put itself in order. 


procedure. 




















the 
It did not even 
Possibly some may 
adduce the case of Mr. Hoshi Toru as a pre- 





cedent. But there is no analogy. Mr, Hoshi 
was President of the House, and the members 
might not unreasonably allege that even the 
business of organization could not be properly 
carried out under a President who had forfeited 
the House’s confidence, The feelings of the 
members towards the Cabinet, however, have 
no connexion whatever with the election of 
Standing Committees and of a Chairman of 
Committee of the Whole, which steps had to be 
taken, according to the Constitution, in order 














that the organization of the House might be 
complete. By neglecting those regular obliga- 
tions and proceeding so precipitately to attack 
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the Cabinet, the House betrayed not merely a 
conspicuous lack of dignity, but also an unbe- 
coming levity in the discharge of its most im- 
Portant function: The Governmeni’s only 
recourse was dissolution. 





The Nippon, as might have been expected, 
fiercely attacks the Cabinet. It calls the dis- 
solution of the Lower House a coup défa/, and 
declares that the Government has had most 
unwarranted recourse to force. To 
the House and appeal to the country is ex: 
treme measure_under any circumstances, but it 
is held to be constituiionaliy justified when 
uncertainty exisis to whether the party, or 
parties, commanding a majority in the House 
really represent the will of the constiiuencies 
In the present instance, however, no such un- 
certainty exists, The three great parties, namely, 
the Progre: ists, the Liberals and the Na- 
tional Unionists, are all unanimous in their 
opposition to the Cabinet. There can not, there- 
fore, be the least doubt that the nation reposes 
no confidence in the present Government. To 
dissolve the House and appeal to the country 
under auch circumstances must be regarded as 
a wanton abuse of administrative power. The 
Cabinet is responsible first to the Sovereign, 
secondly to the nation, In tkis instance it has 
discharged neither the one responsibility nor 
the other, Its failure with respect to the nation 
hag been demonstrated above, Its failure with 
respect to the Sovereign is clearly shown when 
we observe that immediately after the Emperor 
had called upon the Diet to deliberate harmoni- 
ously, the Cabinet, upon which devolved the 
daty of primarily contributing to the atiainment 
of the Imperial purpose, destroyed all hope of 
success by resorting (0 unreasonable force. 
(The Néppen elaborates this point, but its 
arguments are too strained to be worth repro- 
ducing). The Cabinet been found con- 

icuously wanting in its duty towards the 
hrone and the nation, and ils continued tenure 
of office has become a national calamity. 



















































4HE FINANCIAL SITUATION. 





patie eas 

We translate the following hostile article from 
the Chuo :—Immediately before the dissolution 
of the Imperial Dict, a financial statement alleged 
to have been compiled by the Premier from 
estimates drawn-up by the varions Government 
Departments, was presented as follows :—Gross 
estimates of revenue and expenditure for the 
3tst year compared with those of the previous 
year 






















Increase or 
31st year, Decrease. 

ohiee: Yen. * At 
line on 299.603,3¢ * 9,196,547, 
Exraordina Bisra.783 45,607,098 
R th7are.sst 
Ordina $16,392H44 
Eeisnordincty tyessats 





Total. trana7is0 

The Revenue for the 31st year shows a de- 
ficiency of 17,324,468 yen in addition to a sum 
of 4,285,121 yen, which was set down in a 
supplementary budget as a special grant to 
Formosa, These figures amount to 21,609,589 
yen. To make good this deficit, Count Matsu- 
kata intended to have recourse to a revision in 
the system of land and saké taxation. The 
supplementary budget compiled for the purpose 
was as follows 





























REVENUE. YEN. 

Increased land taxes 9,607,234. 

Loans .... esi 13,512,500 
Total..rsereee seesee 23)119,800 

XPENDITUR 

Collection of revised saié taxes. 172,976 

Revaluation of land expens: 907,432 
Total sessssssesssersesriansvenearsereriees 1,080,408 

Hilarie, es0hie of eMbA sistent 31,690958 


In the above estimates of revenue the item, 
increased taxes on sa&é, was omitted owing to 
the amount not being realisable during the 31st 
year, The new sa&é taxes will increase the 
Tate to ten yes per Acku, ‘and brewing for 











domestic use is prohibited. As to the revalua- 
tion of land, the rates are to be altered for rice 
and vegetable fields and also for house lots in 
cities and towns, The surplus obtained from 
these sources was to be appropriated to supplying 
the deficiency of 21,609,589 yen above mention. 
ed, and also to cover the loss of 329,803 yen 
which would result from the prohibition of 
domestic brewing. The item set down as 
“loans” refers to money over and above the 
budgetary items, which devolves upon the 
Treasury by contract. It is to be obtained at 
less than five per cent. interest to the amonot 
of 13,512,566 yen, redeemable in four yours: a 
suit the convenience of the Treasury. 
sidering that the Matsukata Cabinet declared 
that it would not rai: a domestic loan, it 
seems probable that this scheme really refers 
to a foreign loan bearing five per cent. 
interest. In investigating the causes of the 
deficit in revenue, it may be mentioned that the 
total expenditure for new undertakings for the 
31st year amounted to 1,670,481 yen, which is 
partly appropriated for making extensions in 
telegraph wires and partly for establishing fifteen 
offices for the better control of communications 
These are really indispensable undertakings, 
but there are also other unimportant, in fact, we 
might say absurd, items relating to the granting 
of a special subsidy of 3,100,000 yen to the 
Yusen Kaisha, etc. From the 32nd year a 
subsidy was to be granted annually to this 
company for ten years to the amount of 
4,500,000 yen. With regard to general expen- 
diture, it may be remarked that the total in- 
crease for the 318t year amounted to 16,390,000 
yen, Subtracting from this amount the ex- 
penses for newenterprises, the increase from next 
year for ordinary expenditures comes to over 
8,000,000 yen. The deficit therefore has simply 
arisen from the expansion of Departm 
pendituresand from the special outlay(of 4,000,000 
yen in Formosa. It is, indeed, a matter for c 
gratulation that this programme of loans 
increased taxation on account of unneces: 
outlays can not be carried into execution owing 
to the dissolution of the Diet. The various 
Departments, however, having recently revised 
their official organizations, this failure will no 
doubt occasion them serious difficulties. It is 






















greatly embarrassed, 
of 930,000 yen alone 
officials. 


owances to promoted 





“STAR IN THE EAST” LODGE, 
——+- 
The annual installation meeting of the “ Star 
in the Ei Lodge, No. 640, S.C., took place 
on Tuesday evening at the Masonic Temple, 
Yokohama, when Rt. Wor. Bro. J. G. Cleveland 
was duly placed in the chair. A goodly number 
of Brethren were present, Wor. Bro. Andrew 
Patterson very impressively performed the cere- 
mony of installation, after which the Rt, Wor, 
Bro. J. G. Cleveland's officers were invested as 
follows :-— 


A.R. G, Clark .. 
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THE DINGLEY DEFICIT. 


—— 

The Dingley high tariff law, says a prominent 
American newspaper, is proving a failure as a 
revenue producer, Qut of the mouths of its 
authors and champions is the operation of the 
act condemned. Said Representative Dingley 
in the House on March 24 :-— 

“ Our problem is to provide adequate revenue 
from duties on imports to carry on the govern- 


In discussing the measure in the Senate on 
May 26, Senator Aldrich, of Rhode Island, who 
had charge of the bill in the upper body 


The adoption of a revenue bill which should 
fall in this purpose [of producing revenue], 
which should create an additional deficiency in 
the immediate future, which would require a 
further issue of bonds to meet current ex- 
penditures, would certainly be 1 to the 
hopes of future success of any political party 
responsible for such legislation.” 

The: excuse for the calling of a special ses- 
sion of Congress for the 1" 









tion was the furnish- 
ing of protection to special interesis. Asusual 
in such a case the latter object was accomplished 
at the expense of the former, as the .fignres 
clearly show. The statement of Government 
receipts and expenditures for November shows 
a deficit for the month of $18,572,109. The 
deficit for the fiscal year up to the present lime 
stands at $46,581,120, The deficit by months 
since the beginning of the present fiscal year is 
as follows :— 








$11,073, 545 
30. 





8,572,100 
The Dingley bill became law on July 24. 


deficits for the last four fiscal years, 
ended June 30, have been as follows :-— 

1894 $69,803,201 
* 42,805,223, 

25,203,240 

18,052,254 

For the current fiscal year the deficit, which 
for the five months already expired amounts (o 
over $46,000,000, promises to be larger than 
for any of tle years given in the foregoing 
table, unless there shall be radical, and, judging 
in from the present outlook. unexpected changes 
in the relation of receipts to expenditures. 

For the fiscal years from June 30 up to the 
close of the third week in November the reve- 
nues, expenditures, aud deficits for the years 
given were as follows :— 

Revenues, Expenditures, De! 
$1 31,108,437 $152.078,155 $20, 
122,575,547 161.906,957 39. 
123,275,777 168,145,280 44,8 

For the periods from July a4, the date of 
passage of the Dingley law, to the close of the 
third week in November, the comparative 
deficits are as follows :— 














$10,752,201 





Henry Smith . + 26,254.441 
c. ‘A. Peterson + 34179,739 
.T. Griffin, However it may be figured, the comparisons 
.S, Worden are unfavourable to the Dingley law as a reve- 
John Diack . nue producer. Possibly the future may bring 
J. Delbourgo, improvement, but the natural fear must be that 









L. J. Grimm 

T. M. Laffin ., --D. of C 
O. Keil ..... Organist. 
W. H, McGowan G. 

J. B. Coulson 

H. Ivison ., 


After the ceremony, the usual banquet was 
held, the Rt. Wor. Master, Bro. J. G, Clev R 
presiding. A very pleasant evening was passed 
with toast and song. 














We understand that the big prize in the la 
lottery—$200,000—has come to Yokohama, and 
is shared by two parlies, 
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the rates of the Dingley law are so nearly pro- 
hibitive as to prove destructive of revenne pro- 
ducing qualities sufficient to meet the needs of 
the Government 


DEA1H OF PRINCE SHIMAZU. 














i Ur REE 

His Highness Prince Shimaza Tadayoshi of 
Sateuma, whose illness- assumed a serious 
character some time'ago, expired in Kagoshima 
on the morning of the 26th ultimo, The Em- 
peror has conferred on him the Grand Cordon 
of the ng Sun and has ordered that he shall 
receive @ State funeral, 
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THE CABINET. 


Monday, Dec. 27. 

It can scarcely be doubted that the 
Cabinet has been subjected of late tosome 
internal perturbations. Indeed, its period 
of unrest does not appear to have terminat- 
ed yet. There is a strong disposition to 
recast the Ministry by placing Marquis 
Saigo at the head of affairs and relegating 
Count Matsukata to the Department of 
Finance alone. The chief advocates of 
such reconstruction are said to be Vis- 
count Takashima and Count Kabayama, 
and the motive animating them is that, 
with Marquis Saigo in the President’s seat, 
the Progressionists and National Unionists 
might be persuaded to join hands again 
with the Cabinet. If we may credit the 
‘Fiji Shimpo and the Nichs Nichs Shimbun, 
journals whose general title to be believed 
is strengthened in this particular case by 
the virtual identity of their information, a 
project of reconstruction in the above 
sense was actually mooted by Viscount 
Takashima at a recent meeting of the 
Cabinet, but being strenuously opposed by 
Mr. Yamada, Baron Nishi, Viscount 
Nomura, and Mr. Kioura, had to be aban- 
doned. The reasons said to have been 
advanced by these four Ministers were 
that a reconstruction of the Cabinet on 
the eve of the Diet’s session was in itself 
undesirable, and that certainly nothing of 
the kind onght to be attempted unless the 
resultant advantages were of a greatly pre- 
ponderating and plainly discernible nature. 
The proposal of replacing, Count Matsu- 
kata by. Marquis Saigo did not appear 
likely, however, to be productive of any 
striking beneficial results, and the four 
Ministers consequently set their faces 
against it. They might well do so, if the 
aspect that political affairs present to 
outsiders be at all correct. For it is not 
against Count Matsukata that the various 
sections of the Opposition have ranged 
themselves in such a powerful phalaux, but 
against Viscount Takashima, and, in a 
lesser degree—perhaps we should say a 
greatly lesser degree—against Count 
Kabayama. The $i Shimpo probably 
diagnoses the situation with complete ac- 
curacy when it says that the tide of 
opposition directs itself against Count 
Matsukata only as the head of a Cabinet 
in which Viscount Takashima is the ruling 
spirit. Itis like the case of a player at 
écarté who has a bad hand though it in- 
cludes the king. He may shift the king 
to whatever position he pleases in the 
hand, but-unless he throws out two or three 
cards and replaces them by others, he can 
not hope to win the trick. It is an in- 
teresting and curious but unquestionable 
fact that in all this agitation one hears 
no voice raised against Count Matsukata 
himself. In the case of other Cabinets 
against which public opinion declared 
itself emphatically, the Premier generally 
came in for a greater or less share of 
direct abuse, but somehow the general 
feeling now seems to be that Count Matsu- 
kata has struggled manfully and honestly 
against a flood of difficulties and that he 
might have swam safely to shore had he 
not been dragged down by his associates. 
Were a new Cabinet organized under the 
leadership of Marquis Ito no one would 
be surprised to see Count Matsukata 
holding a portfolio in it, supposing that 
he himself could be pursuaded to accept 
the position. His personal reputation has 
suffered wonderfully little in proportion 
to the unpopularity that bas overtaken 
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his Cabinet. To us the prospect that pre- 
sents itself as most probable is a radical 
change of Ministry before, not after, the 
general elections. That order’ of events 
constitutes a species of compromise. The 
present House of Representatives has 
been sent down for paying no attention 
to the Imperial instructions, and the 
present Cabinet would surrender office by 
way of atonement for its failure to secure 
the support of the House. As for the 
new Cabinet, that Marquis Ito will be the 
Premier and that Count Okuma will bea 
principal member, we entertain little 
doubt. There is nothing to prevent these 
two statesmen’s serving together if only 
Count Okuma can divest himself of a 
modicum of his independence. He re- 
sembles Lord Palmerston in his disposi- 
tion to act first and consult his colleagues 
afterwards, an excellent trait in some 
cases but not always conduciveto harmony. 
For,the rest, there is no denying that he 
is politically one of the strongest men in 
Japan to-day. We are not speaking of 
his ability: that has been amply proved. 
What we mean is that he possesses the 
confidence of the political parties in a 
very marked degree, and that their sup- 
port would be given to any Cabinet in 
which he was included. Marquis Ito, on 
the other hand, has the full confidence of 
the Imperial Court. The union of these 
two men seems to be what Japan wants 
at the present juncture. 





Tuesday, Dec. 28. 

It_is very confidently affirmed that the 
Ministry have resigned. Marquis Saigo 
seems tohave set the example, and to 
have been followed in quick succession by 
Viscount Nomura and Mr, Kioura. Count 
Matsukata, it is said, has not actually 
submitted his resignation, but has stated 
to the Emperor that he wishes to be 
relieved. Rumour says that he will retain 
office until his successor is appointed, as 
the nation can not be left without a Cabinet 
even for a day at the present crisis. There 
appears to be some uncertainty about 
the course pursued by Viscount Taka- 
shima &nd Count Kabayama, but the 
impression is that they too will insist on 
retiring. Baron Nishi, Mr. Yamada and 
Mr. Hamao have also tendered their re- 
signations, but as they joined the Cabinet 
quite recently and can not be associated 
with its policy in the past, it is asserted 
that they have been urged to remain 
attheir posts for the present, at allevents. 
According to the Chuo Shimbun, the 
Emperor instructed the Minister of the 
Household to summon the elder statesmen 
—the Genro as they are called—to the 
Palace as soonas possible, in order that a 
consultation may be held. Marquis Yama- 
gata was about to start for Kyoto when 
the summons reached him, and Marquis 
Ito and Count Kuroda were also communi- 
cated with at once. The Chwo thinks 
that the task of forming a new Cabinet 
will devolve upon Marquis Ito, for 
though his Excellency is understood to 
be unwilling to serve, Count Kuroda will 
plead age, and Marquis Yamagata is 
credited with having recently stated that, 
at an epoch like the present, the office of 
President must be filled by a statesman 
not only of the ripest experience but also 
possessing an accurate knowledge of the 
conditions existing in the various countries 
of the Occident. Such a statement points 
plainly to Marquis Ito. 
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Wednesday, Dec. 29. 

Some particulars of the Cabinet’s 
collapse are published by the Fi/i Shimpo 
which seem interesting and are given with 
full assurance. Practically the whole re- 
sponsibility is laid on the shoulders of 
Viscount Takashima, the Minister of State 
for War, who, if these accounts are cor- 
rect, must have a remarkable penchant 
for intrigue. At the outset, indeed, Count 
Kabayama is represented as having work- 
ed with the Viscount, but. in the final 
stages of the trouble, the former stood 
aloof from his intriguing colleague. When 
the Cabinet was formed, and when an 
alliance with the Progressionists had been 
effected, Count Matsukata and Count 
Okuma cGoperated earnestly, and the 
clan element, represented by Count Kaba- 
yama and Viscount Takashima, found 
themselves virtually powerless. Resent- 
ing such a state of affairs, the clan leaders 
set themselves to dissociate the Premier 
and Count Okuma, and finally succeeded 
in bringing about the latter’s resignation 
in connexion with the demand preferred 
by the representatives of the Progres- 
sionists. After that event, Count Matsu- 
kata, taking council with the elder 
statesmen, determined to revert to the 
old policy of independent Cabinets, the 
Government pursuing its own views and 
taking no thought for political parties. 
Count Kabayama and Viscount Takashima 
however, did not share that idea. They 
considered that the support of a political 
partly was essential, and they accordingly 
set themselves to effect a coalition with 
the Liberals, the conditions being that Mr. 
Hoshi Toru should be made Minister of 
Justice, and that two or three other port- 
folios also should be given to prominent 
Liberals. These arrangements were made 
entirely without the cognisance of the Pre- 
mier. But when the project was submitted 
to the committee of the Liberals at a gene- 
ral meeting, it was negatived by a large 
majority, and Count Kabayama and Vis- 
countTakashima found themselves ina very 
awkward po: Count Matsukata, in- 
tensely chagrined not only that his distinct- 
ly declared policy had been set at naught, 
but also that portfolios and governorships 
had been offered to party politicians with- 
out his knowledge, invited the members 
of the Cabinet to a private meeting at his 
house, and condemned the action of the 
two Ministers in the strongest terms, 
declaring his own resolve to stand entirely 
aloof from political parties, and announc- 
ing that if his programme did not please 
his colleagues, they might adopt any course 
that suitedthem. Count Kabayamaseems 
to have taken this failure to heart, and to 
have refrained from all similar enterprises 
thenceforth. But Viscount Takashima’s 
propensities underwent nochange. Act- 
ing in conjunction with certain intriguers 
outside the Government, he resolved to 
direct his efforts towards putting Marquis 
Saigo at the head of the Cabinet, believ- 
ing that the alliance of the Liberals 
and the National Unionists might thus 
be secured. He accordingly addressed 
himself to Marquis Saigo, asked him 
whether he would be willing to sacrifice 
himself for the sake of securing such 
a majority in the House of Representa- 
tives as would suffice to pass the measures 
of vital national importance, and added 
that Count Matsukata as well as the other 
members of the Cabinet desired to see 
such a change effected. Marquis Saigo 
replied that if the conduct of State affairs 
would be facilitated thereby and if the 
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general wish pointed in that direction, he 
was willing to do anything. Viscount 
Takashima, much pleased at the promising 
aspect of his plan, broached the subject 
openly at the Cabinet meeting on the 14th 
instant, but found, to his surprise, that 
even Count Kabayama seemed uncertain 
whether to condemn or endorse, and that 
all the other members were opposed to the 
change. At the same time, Count Matsu- 
kata was indignant that his consent had not 
been obtained before the proposal was pul 
forward, and Marquis Saigo was angry to 
find that he had been played upon. 
Naturally a coolness sprang up between 
the Marquis and Count Matsukata, and a 
crisis would have been immediately pre- 
cipitated had not the imminence of the 
Diet’s meeting suggested the desirability 
of avoiding any Ministerial complications 
until the close of the session, It was for 
these reasons that Marquis Saigo tendered 
his resignation on the very day of the 
Lower House’s dissolution, and his example 
was followed by all the other Ministers, 


As for the new Cabinet, the general im- 
pression appears to be that Marquis Ito 
will be Premier and that Count Okuma 
will be a prominent member. Marquis 
Saionji, Viscount Yoshikawa and Viscount 
Katsura are also expected to hold port. 
folios, There is no attempt as yet, how- 
ever, to forecast the whole Cabinet, nor 
do we find any mention of the names of 
Baron Ito and Baron Suyematsu, to whom 
important positions would certainly be 
given if Marquis Ito returned to power. 





2HE POLITICAL SI1TUATION. 


which refuses to work with his Majesty’s 
nominees, is acting in contravention of 
the Constitution. It is a principle which 
will have to be abandoned sooner or later, 
but Japanese ‘statesmen act wisely in 
clinging to it as long as possible so as to 
afford time for the due organization of 
political parties. 





The Emperor is said to have returned 
the resignations of Marquis Saigo and 
Count Matsukata when they were pre- 
sented to him on the 25th instant. Two 
days later, however, Viscount Nomura, 
Mr. Kioura, Viscount Takashima and 
Count Kabayama sent in their resigna- 
tions to the Premier, and Baron Yamada, 
Baron Nishi and Mr. Hamao followed 
their example on the 28th, Accordingly, 
the resignations of the nine Ministers 
were submitted to the Sovereign en 
masse on the afternoon of the 28th. 


His Majesty is said to have summoned 
Count Kuroda, President of the Privy 
Council, to the Palace on the 27th instant, 
and held a long conversation with him 
about the affairs of the Cabinet. Count 
Kuroda recommended that either Marquis 
Ito or Marquis Yamagata should’ be sent 
for, and on the same evening the Emperor 
instructed the Minister of the Household 
to despatch a telegram to Marquis Ito 
desiring his immediate attendance. The 
Marquis replied that he had been suffering 
for some time from his eyes and that he 
begged to be excused from attending at the 
Palace for the present, but the Emperor 
ordered Count Kuroda to proceed to 
Oiso on the 28th, bearing the Imperial 
command, 





— 

It is now definitely asserted by the $4 
Shimpo that the Cabinet’s reason for dis- 
solving the House of Representatives was 
to save the principle of Imperial Cabinets 
from apparent violation. Before the Diet 
met, the Ministry found that they could 
not work together any longer, and that 
their resignation was inevitable. The dis- 
covery was made at such a late date, how- 
ever, that it could not be acted upon 
previously to the opening ceremony. Had 
the Opposition in the House of Represen- 
tatives postponed their action with regard 
to the vote of want of confidence until 
after the New Year’s recess, they would 
have found a new Cabinet in office 
when the Diet re-assembled on the 
ith of January, But by forcing the 
measure to the front on the 2gth of 
December, they placed the Cabinet 
in the dilemma of either remaining 
in power despite the House’s verdict, or 
going out of power in apparent obedience 
tothat verdict. The former course was im- 
possible, hopeless friction having arisen 
between the Ministers; the latter would 
have been equivalent to acknowledging 
that the Cabinet held its mandate from 
the Diet. Under the circumstances, no- 
thing remained except to dissolve the 
House of Representatives by way of pre- 
liminary to the resignation of the Cabinet. 
The principle of Imperial Cabinets could 
thus be preserved, since the last act of the 
Ministry had been to dismiss a House 
which refused to legislate with them. We 
have already stated in these columns that 
the dissolution of the Diet is not to be 
interpreted, so far as we can see, in the 
sense of an appeal to the country, 
but rather in the sense of an asser- 
tion of the principle that Ministers hold 
office by the will of the Emperor alone, 
and that any House of Representatives 
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The only forecast of the new Cabinet 
published as yet is that of the Nippon, 
namely :— . 
Marquis Ito. 





Minister of — 
Foreign Affair 
Home Affairs 









larquis Saionji, 
SMe, Yoshikawa. 
Viscount Katsura, 
-VicesAdmiral Yamamoto, 
iMe. Kiara Keigo. 
~Count Okuma or ? 
Mii. Sone Arasuke. 
«eee Viscount Watanabe. 
e & Com- 
an Count Okuma or ? 
We should think that if Count Okuma 
consented to serve in an Ito Cabinet, his 
portfolio would be either that of Finance 
or that of Foreign Affairs. It will be 
observed, also, that no place is assigned 
to Count Itagaki. 
According to the $4 Shimpo, the failure 
of the Progressionists to preserve their 
relations with the Cabinet has impaired 
their reputation and caused a reaction in 
favour of the Liberals, so that if the latter 
play their cards well at the general elec- 
tions, they may reasonably hope to secure 
from a hundred and ten to a hundred and 
twenty seats. Immediately after the 
dissolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, some of the leading Liberals repair- 
ed to Oiso and had an interview with 
Marquis Ito. They told the Marquis that, 
in their opinion, the Matsukata Cabinet 
could not possibly hope to obtain a 
majority in the coming elections, and that 
its downfall was assured, and they asked 
his Excellency whether he would under- 





take to organize the new Cabinet, 
for, if so, he might reckon on their 
support. The Marquis said that it would 


be time to talk of these thing when 
the future had unfolded itself a little 
more, but he did not discourage his visitors 


by any means. There can be no doubt 
that association, present or perspective, 
with Marquis Ito would add greatly tothe 
reputation of any political party and 
materially increase its chances at the polls, 
In that respect the Liberals have a decided 
advantage over their opponents, the Pro- 
gressionists, if, indeed, the two are to be 
really in opposition. 








PICTURESQUE ADVERTISING. 





+. 

Mr. Wellesley Parker writes :—‘‘ As 
you have been so unjust as to criticise my 
work and endeavour to injure me in my 
absence” (the italics are his) “you will 
perhaps be fair enough to publish an in- 
dependent criticism as below. You al 
seem to have an idea that the money taken 
and profit, if any, pass out of your town. 
You are wrong. I receive the ordinary 
commission that an advertising agent is 
entitled to only. If a paper does not 
expend the money in hand on a good pro- 
duction, surely I am hot to blame. * * * 
I wish to add that I hold from the repre- 
sentative of the Japanese Government in 
writing clearly and distinctly all I said re 
their patronage, &c. The Zimes of India 
hold this original, and your statements, 
to use your words, “as a matter of fact” 
are false. Shanghai will be finished, but 
naturally after Yokohama’s ungenerous 
assault on meas a pressman of nineteen 
years in Australia, Mr. (name illegible) 
‘decided to wait and show Calcutta and 
Bombay” (word illegible) “as they are 
the exact replicas of what we are doing 
there.” The ‘independent criticism” to 
which our correspondent: alludes is a 
eulogistic notice in the Overland Mail 
of “Picturesque Calcutta,” which has 
been issued by the Statesman of that 
city. The Overland Mail describes the 
production as “ highly artistic,” “ distinct- 
ly creditable” and so on. We do not 
reproduce the criticism, being in no way 
concerned with the original. Mr. Parker 
accuses us of “injustice” and of an 
“endeavour to injure him in his absence.” 
We fail to appreciate the grounds of his 
charge. Certain illustrated sheets of 
Singapore were sent us ‘for the favour 
of review ” and we reviewed them, stating, 
as we now state again, that they seemed 
abominably vulgar and that to call them 
“picturesque” was a libel. We natur- 
ally expressed a hope that the pictorial 
advertisements for which some people 
in Yokohama had contracted would not 
be of such a character. By and by, a 
Shanghai journal stated that Mr. Parker 
enjoyed the patronage of the Japanese 
Government. We denied that, and we 
again deny it. Mr. Parker alleges that 
he “holds from the representative of the 
Japanese Government in writing, clearly 
and distinctly, all that he has said about 
patronage.” ‘What he means by the re- 
presentative of the Japanese Government 
we do not kuow, but we have inquired at 
the Foreign Office in Tokyo, and are 
assured that nothing whatever is known 
about him there, and that he never 
received any authority to announce him- 
self as under the patronage of the Japan- 
ese Government. Possibly he thinks that 
the support he obtained from the Gover- 
nor of Kanagawa justifies his statement. 
but there is a very wide difference between 
the head of a prefecture and the Govern- 
ment of the empire. . 
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THE 1WO BATTLE.SHIPS AND 
THEIR COST. 
pee 


A curious dispute is going on between 
the Fapan Times and the Kobe Chronicle, 
in which, we venture to think, both sides 
are in error, The case is this :—The 
Kobe Chronicle having asserted that the 
battle-ships Fuji and Yaskima were 
‘built with money granted by the Diet,” 
the Fapan Times pointed out that such 
was not the fact, as the funds had been 
“contributed by the Court and the 
officials.” To that the Mode Chronicle 
replied that “ the deductions from the 
salaries of officials and the uses to which 
such deductions were put, was (sic) 
decided by the Government and could 
have been opposed and rejected by the 
Diet exactly asin the case of any other 
financial measure.” The Kobe journal 
further said that “the comment of the 
Fapan Times would be justifiable enough 
if the funds had been contributed volun- 
tarily,” and having then explained that the 
contributions by officials “ pressed very 
heavily upon many,” it concluded with the 
statement :— When the history of the 
fund is considered, it is ail the more 
remarkable to find it being regarded in 
the light of a voluntary contribution.” 
Now this is a very typical example of the 
Kobe Chronicle's method of argument. 
The question whether the funds were a 
voluntary contribution or a compulsory 
disbursement has no more to do with the 
point in dispute than it has to do with the 
theory of telepathy. The point in dispute 
is simply and solely whether the Diet 
granted the money or whether it was pro- 
vided without the Diet’s intervention and 
independently of the Diet’s purview. Con- 
sidering that this incident is one of the 
most remarkable in the story of the 
conflict between the Government and the 
Diet, it is astonishing to find the ode 
Chronicle so ignorant of the facts. The 
deductions from the salaries of officials by 
way of contribution to the ship-building 
fund were decided by the Emperor in the 
exercise of his Constitutional prerogative, 
The Diet had nothing whatever to do with 
the matter. To say that the Diet ‘granted 
the money” is absolutely wrong, and 
when the Kobe Chranicle attempts to 
elude the real issue by introducing the 
question of voluntary or compulsory, it is 
merely dragging a herring across the trail. 
On the other hand, if the F¥apan Times 
intends to assert—and we do uot see what 
other construction its words bear—that 
the Fuji and the Yashima were built solely 
with ‘funds contributed by the Court and 
officials,” there is an evident mistake. 
The ships were certainly built in part 
with such funds, but only in part. The 
cost of the two vessels, according to the 
Budget, was 21,895,941 ye, and the sums 
contributed by the Imperial Court and by 
officials from the fiscal year 1892-4 to the 
fiscal year 1897-8 totalled 9,074,879 yen 
only. Thus the Imperial and official contri- 
butions fell short of the sum required for 
the building of the ships by more than 12} 
million yen, The fact is that the Fuyé and 
the Yashima formed part of a programme 
of naval increment submitted to the Diet 
in the session of 1892-3, and that, in ad- 
dition to the two line-of-battle ships, there 
were included the cruiser A&ashi and the 
gun-boat Msyako, the cost of the two latter 
being 2,654,780 yen, so that the outlay on 
account of the four ships aggregated 
24,550,721 yen. In deference to the Em- 
peror’s message the Diet passed this pro- 














gramme. Had the official contributions 
been levied for six full years, as indicated 
by His Majesty, the expenditures involved 
by the programme would have been met 
by a sum of 114 millions, approximately, 
from the Court and official salaries, and 
13 millions from the Treasury. But the 
Diet having presented an Address to the 
Emperor in the session of 1896-7, praying 
that the deductions from salaries be re- 
mitted as no longer necessary, His Majes- 
ty entertained the suggestion in part. The 
Diet had no more power to abolish the 
deductions than it had to impose them in 
the first instance. Perhaps it may be 
well to add, in order to make the matter 
quite clear, that the deadlock between the 
Government and the Diet which led to 
the issue of the Imperial Message relat- 
ing to official contributions, was caused 
chiefly by the Government’s refusal to ac- 
cept the Lower House’s amendment of 
the Budget in the sense of reducing offi- 
cial salaries. The House has no power 
to deal with official salaries. They are 
fixed by the Sovereign, and in attempting 
to meddle with them the Representatives 
behaved unconstitutionally. We are mere- 
ly stating facts, not discussing their pro- 





priety or impropriety. Failing to get what 
it wanted in the way of administrative 
economy, the House refused to pass the 
naval estimates, and the Emperor finally 
resolved the deadlock by docking official 
salaries to the extent of 10 per cent. for 
six years, and directing that the money 
be devoted to ship-building. Thereafter 
the amount appeared every year in the 
extraordinary Revenue under the title of 
seikan-hi (ship-building expenses). 

We wonder whether the Japanese poli- 
tical agitators of 1892 reflect, now-a-days, 
how things would have fared with their 
country had not the situation been saved 
by the Emperor’s .wise comp described 
above. The possession of the Fugi and 
the Yashima makes all the difference in 
the world to Japan at present. Without 
these two vessels her Navy would be com- 
paratively weak ; with them, it can hold 
its own against any foreign squadron on 
the Pacific station, What that means at 
this critical juncture we need scarcely 
pause to point out. 








THE BUDGET. 





es 
The main figures of the Budget for the 
fiscal year 1898-9 appear to be as follow :— 









Revenue. Yun. 
Ordinary Revenue 129,603,366 
Extraordinary Revenne 82,510,753 


Revenue under Supplem 
mates we. 





23,019,800 
++ 23501331919 
Yun. 


126.972,197 
102,466,390 








iui 
wet first Supplement- 





4,285,121 


second Supple- 


1,080,408 








234,804,116 
Mii, seaetniat ‘329,803 
It must be confessed that this is a very 
fine balancing of accounts. However, in- 
terest attaches for ,the moment to the 
main figures only, and even they are not 
of much consequence, for, the House of 
Representatives having been dissolved, 
the Government will have to work next 
year on the lines of the Budget of 1897-8. 
OF course some Bills for special appropria- 
tions may be introduced when the new 





Diet meets, but a general Budget can not 
be submitted. 
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PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS IN 
JAPAN. 
= 


It is worthy of note—though no note 
appears to have been taken of the fact by 
any of the vernacular newspapers—that 
the phraseology of the Protocol recently 
concluded between Great Britain and 
Japan with respect to the protection of 
patents and trade marks, shows. an im- 
portant variation from the form hitherto 
used in Orders in Council. The language 
used in this Protocol is simply :— Where 
as by Treaty Her Britannic Majesty has 
jurisdiction in relation to Her subjects 
within the dominions of His Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan.” We no longer find 
the old form ‘by Treaty and otherwise.” 
The jurisdiction is explicitly based on the 
Treaty alone. Anyone that has followed 
the innumerable disputes and discussions 
which have arisen during the past thirty 
years with reference to the scope and 
origin of the Queen’s jurisdiction in Japan, 
will recognise that had the phraseology 
of this latest international document been 
adopted from the beginning, an immense 
quantity of controversy would have been 
averted. Our own contention has invari- 
ably been for the principle now finally 
established by the wording of the Protocol, 
and we commend it with all respect tothe 
many disputants who have called us ugly 
names, from time to time, because we 
advocated such views. As for the Protocal 
itself, it represents a practically valueless 
but none the less significant instance of 
the liberal attitude m. jained for several 
years past by Great Britain towards Japan. 
Her Majesty consents to surrender all the 
jurisdiction exercisable by her Consular 
Courts in Japan with reference to matters, 
civil or criminal, arising out of the opera. 
tion of the Japanese Law of Patents and 
Trade Marks. Other Powers—we need 
not particularise—have not been by any 
means so liberal as Great Britain in this 
respect, On the other hand, since the 
concession is not to become operative 
until all the other Treaty States follow 
Great Britain's example, and since they 
are not likely to do so without the usual 
series of delays and obstructions, we may 
assume that Consular Jurisdiction will have 
been finally abolished before this Protocol 
can acquire practical valué. 

















2HE BRITISH SQUADRON. 
ERS es 

The British squadron has successfully 
managed to become invisible at this crisis, 
The greater part of it left Hongkong on 
the 16th instant, and was to have been 
followed as quickly as possible by the 
Powerful, the Grafton, and the Edgar, but 
the destination was secret. Rumour spoke 
of a demonstration in the neighbourhood 
of Chemulpo by way of a hint to Russia, 
but if the ships had gone to Korea, we 
should have heard something about them 
before this tine. The recent report that 
they were at Talien—which, as most of 
our readers know, is on the east coast of 
the Liaotung Peninsula, some 25 miles 
north of Port Arthur—is evidently incred- 
ible. It is an interesting little mystery. 
Admiral Buller, however, may be trusted 
toturn up al the right moment and the 
right place. 











Dr. von Seldeneck, who was formely Consul- 
General at Havana, arrives Bangkok on the 








asth November to take up his duties as German 
Minister Resident. 
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VERBAL ACCURACY AND EDI- 


TORIAL ACUMEN. 
je 

“The extremely loose and careless 
fashion in which the editor of the Fapan 
Mail uses words is onc of the great diffi- 
culties in the way of instructive discussion 
with him.” ‘Ihat is the verdict of the 
Kobe Chronicle. Its proof is this:— In 
a recent article the Mfai/ said that ‘one 
and all of the Treaty-Port journals had 
assumed such and such a thing, and then, 
a few lines further on, dealing with the 
same charge, the Mail spoke of the humi- 
liating attitude of the local foreign press 
with very rare exceptions.’” We suggest 
that the editor of the Kobe Chronicle would 
get on better asa controversialist if he 
devoted a little more care to reading the 
matter which he undertakes to controvert. 
Is there no difference in his eyes between 
“Treaty-Port journals” and “the local 
foreign press”? We recommend him to 
reflect ; to wait until he has a moment of 
uninterrupted leisure and then to pro- 
pound to himself the question “are all the 
newspapers that constitute the local fo- 
reign press of the Far East included in 
the category of treaty-port journals.” 
When he has thought the matter out he 
will perceive that the trouble in this in- 
stance is, not our loose and careless 
phraseology, but the fact that our accuracy 
has been a little beyond his own apprecia- 
tion, 

Our contemporary also brings up the 
words “right” and “ privilege,” and ac- 
cuses us of failing to distinguish between 
them. The accusation and its context 
make one of the most comical specimens 
of “squirming” we have ever observed. 

+ The Kobe journal denied that the new 
Treaties conferred any “ privileges” what- 
ever in the matter of leases. We retorted 
that they conferred “the privilege of 
leasing land according to the provisions 
of Japanese law.” “Notat all,” is the 
Kobe Chronicle's reply; ‘they confer 
simply a right to make leases,—nothing 
further.” Now what imaginable difference 
does it make for the purposes of such a 
discussion whether the power obtained 
under the Treaties to lease land be a 
“right” or a ‘privilege’? The whole 
question originally at issue was whether the 
Treaties contained, or did not contain, a 
provision enabling foreigners to acquire 
land in Japan by lease. The Kobe Chro- 
nicle's attempt to shuffle out of its blunder 
by telling us that “privilege was among 
the Romans something conferred upon.an 
individual by private law,” and that “right 
signifies in this sense what it is right for 
one to possess ”—this whole attempt 
is really too silly to be taken seriously. 
If the “right” be there, British subjects 
ask for nothing more. They will not con- 
cern themselves aboui lexicographical dis- 
tinctions provided that they get the land. 
For the rest, ours is the correct language, 
the Kobe journal’s the incorrect. “ Right,” 
according to the usage of the best authors, 
signifies “ that to which one has a claim ” ; 
“privilege” signifies ‘a peculiar benefit 
or advantage.” It consequently seems in- 
accurate to speak of a treaty conferring a 
“right.” We may properly speale of rights 
possessed under a treaty because the provi- 
sions of the treaty constitute a claim to the 
rights. A treaty may recognise a right, 
or create a right, but it confers a privilege. 
We do not say that this distinction is in- 
varially observed, but we ourselves always 
endeavour to observe it as_carefully as 




















possible. At all events, if the Kobe Chro- 
nicle wanted us to understand that when 
it complained of “the Treaties not con- 
ferring any privileges whatever in the 
matter of leases,” it was thinking, not 
whether foreigners would be entitled to 
lease land, but whether they were to get 
“something which among the Romans was 
conferred upon an individual by a private 
law,” it ought to have labelled it comments 
“ academical irrelevance.” 

We have one word more to say to our 
contemporary, though truly we are reluc- 
tant to add to the distress which has 
already driven it to seek refuge among the 
ancient Romans. Why does it not apply 
to some competent authority for an ex- 
planation of the word “ superficiary’”” Any 
Japanese law student could furnish the 
necessary information and make it intelli- 
gible to the Kobe Chronicle by an object 
lesson in a back garden. Ordinary lan- 
guage is plainly powerless to dispel the 
thick mists of perplexity that hide the 
significance of this novel word from our 
contemporary’s perception. Like the Ten- 
nessee owl it would probably have a belat- 
ed laugh at its own denseness when the 
truth dawned upon it, but the result 
would be wholesome and the humiliation 
of further floundering in public might be 
avoided. 


KIAO.CHOU. 
pares ESP EES, 


We recently reproduced, from the 
columns of the Morth-China Daily News, 
a detailed statement of the settlement of 
the Kiao-chou affair and of the terms said 
to have been accepted by Germany. ‘The 
account proved entirely misleading, and 
our contemporary now accounts for the 
error thus:—The Germans had agreed 
to evacuate Kiao-chou forthwith, without 
insisting on being given a permanent 
coaling-station, if, as was at one time 
understood they did, the Chinese agreed 
to the reparation that Germany demanded. 
Complications, howevet, have now arisen 
which, it is feared, threaten to postpone 
indefinitely the German evacuation. The 
Chinese seem not to have realised the ad- 
visability of agreeing with their adversary 
quickly while they had the opportunity.” 


Meanwhile it would seem that the Ger- 
mans are making themselves quite at 
home in Shantung, and gradually extend- 
ing their sway. “Native despatches 
received from Chefoo,” writes a Shanghai 
contemporary, ‘report that the Germans 
have also occupied the city of Chimd, 
some distance from the city of Kiao-chou, 
onthe niainland, which they entered on the 
pretext of calling upon the district magis- 
trate, and that their outposts on tlre 3rd 
instant were as far as the hamlet of Ni- 
kuk‘on, on the Kiao river. The territory 
occupied by the Germans is estimated at 
something approaching three or four 
hundred square miles so far. At Ni. 
kuk‘on there is a likin station which has 
also been taken possession of by the 
Germans, who have also begun collecting 
taxes on the imported and exported goods. 
The brigade of General Chang Kao-yuan 
has been ordered by an edict of the 2nd 
instant to make a retrograde movement to 
Chefoo is order to prevent any conflict 
with the Germans. 








No explanation is yet forthcoming of the 
fact that Li Ping-héng, formerly Governor 
of Shantung and subsequently made Vice- 





Edict of Dec. rith, to resign the latter 
post. Li had just been appointed Viceroy 
but had not yet handed over the gover- 
norship of Shantung when the murder of 
the two German missionaries occurred. 
He was consequently responsible, and his 
degradation figured among the demands 
advanced by Germany. Degraded he cer- 
tainly has been, but why? The news of 
the fact, when received in Tokyo, suggest- 
ed that the Kiao-chou affair had been 
settled, for the Chinese Government would 
scarcely have taken the initiative in 
punishing Li. The incident remains a 
mystery. 








DISASTERS AT SEA. 
ae 

Telegrams received in Tokyo on, the 
28th instant, announce the loss of the 
Nara Maru,a steamer belonging to the 
Osaka Shosen Kaisha. She was on a 
voyage from Formosa to the Pescadores, 
and ran ona sunken rock in the neigh- 
bourhood of the latter. Two men-of-war, 
the Zenrix and the Katsuragz, left the 
Pescadores with all expedition to render 
assistance. It is said that eighty lives 
were lost, but the statement requires con- 
firmation. Mr. Montague Kirkwood was a 
passenger in the Mara Maru, but happily 
he escaped without injury. 


On the 24th instant, a steamer called 
the Amatsu Maru ran on a rock oft Naga- 
saki Cape in the Matsura district of Naga- 
saki Prefecture, at 11 p.m. No lives were 
lost. Another steamer sustained serious 
injury on the forenoon of the same day in 
Wakamatsu Bay, Nagoya, but in this case 
also there were no casualties. Yet another 
disaster is reported from Mitosaki, Niigata 
Prefecture. The steamer was the Hokuyo 
Maru, belonging to the Hokyo Kaisha of 
Niigata. She sank with all her cargo, on 
the forenoon of the 26th instant, but her 
crew and passengers were saved. 





A CURIOUS AFFAIR. 
pes AEs 

We learn that on Wednesday afternoon Mr, 
F, Schroeder, editor of the astern World, 
was the recipient of some rather unwelcome 
attentions on the part of a compatriot, A 
German subject named Polzien, against whom 
Mr. Schroeder recently conducted a success- 
ful libel suit, called at the office, in 
company with a man named Allmacher, at 
about 2.30 p.m. and after a dispute with 
Mr. Schroeder about the purchase of certain 
books, Polzien drew a revolver from his 
pocket and threaténed to shoot Mr. Schroeder, 
his companion at the same time stopping Mr. 
Schroeder's exit by the door. Mr, Schroeder 
called for help to the Japanese ina godown 
opposite and eventually his clerk, who had gone 
to the police station, returned with a constable, 
whereupon Allmacher ran away, and Polzien 
was secured, but the revolver was not 
then ou his person, having probably been taken 
away by Allmacher. Polzien was taken to the 
German Consulate by the policeman, where a 
charge was lodged against him by Mr. Schroeder. 











Among the projects of Law that would have 
been submitied to the Diet had not its session 
been interrupted by the dissolution of the Lower 
House, there was one for limiting the period for 
the exchange of silver yen to June 3oth of 
next year, and another for abolishing the 
system of special bounties on silk for direct 
export. 





roy of Szechuan, was commanded by an 


'y Google 





DISSOLUTION OF THE LOWER 
HOUSE. 
eh Se 
RITICS of the Governments action 
in dissolving the House of Represen- 
tatives seem to forget that the principle: of 
party Cabinets is not yet introduced in 
Japan. The situation, as it presents itself 
to us, was that the House of Representa- 
tives refused to legislate so long as the 
present Cabinet remained in power- 
Under such circumstances one of two 
courses only was possible: either the 
Government must dissolve the House and 
appeal to the country, or the Cabinet 
must resign, The latter plan would have 
plainly declared by implication that the 
Cabinet holds office by the mandate of 
the Lower House, a principle not ac- 
knowledged to be recognised in this 
country. The dissolution of the House 
was therefore the only feasible alter- 
native. 

Some of our readers may be perplexed 
to understand our assertion that the House 
of Representatives declared its resolve 
not to legislate so long as the present 
Cabinet remained in office. The House, 
they may say, was not suffered to hold 
any debate or to record any opinion. 
How, then, can it be said to have declared 
any such resolve? That point is easily 
explained. It turns upon a question of 
of procedure. The projectors of Resolu- 
tions in either House are accustomed, 
especially when the subject is of grave im- 
portance, to hand to the President, 
simultaneously with a copy of a Resolu- 
tion, a list of the proposers (¢eishusha) and 
of the supporters (sanseiska). In the case 
of an Address to the Throne, a Question 
ora Representation to the Government, 
or a Bill, the Law of the Houses provides 
that a fixed number of proposers—some- 
times thirty, sometimes twenty—must be 
associated with the measure in order that it 
may come before the House. No such 
rule applies to mere Resolutions, but the 
custom'is extended to them also. The 
Resolution of want of confidence, brought 
forward on the 25th instant, was accom- 
panied by a list of names representing 38 
proposers and 195 supporters. It was, 
therefore, a foregone conclusion that if 
the Resolution were carried to a division, 
it would receive at least 233 votes in a 
House of 398 members. The House may, 
therefore, be said to have pronounced its 
verdict most emphatically. Moreover, 
had not the Government intervened, it 
was well understood that the House, 
having passed the Resolution of want of 
confidence, would have risen until the 
11th proximo, and that if the Cabinet 
had not resigned by that time, an Address 
to the Throne impeaching the Ministers 
would have been presented. Thus the 
Government'’s action averted an unseemly 
conflict which must have ended, sooner or 
later, in dissolution. Probably the best 
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course in the interests of the nation was 
to appeal at once to the constituencies. 

The curious feature of the situation, 
however, is that this dissolution of the 
House can not be called an appeal to the 
country. There is not, we should say, the 
smallest chance of the present Cabinet's 
remaining in office to meet the new Diet. 
Indeed, we regard the formation of 
another Ministry as a question of days 
only. Why, then, dissolve the House, it 
will be asked. Why not reorganise the 
Cabinet at once, and leave the Diet undis- 
turbed? One reason has been indicated 
above—namely, that the time for direct 
acknowledgment of the Diet’s mandate is 
not supposed to have yet arrived. Of 
course, the resignation of the Cabinet im- 
mediately after the dissolution of the 
House is virtually an acknowledgment of 
that principle. But there is a palpable 
difference between surrender to a victori- 
ous opponent and suicide after striking 
down one’s opponent. We have here, in 
short, one of those compromises which the 
history of Japanese politics has led us to 
anticipate at every crisis. The people of 
Japan unfailingly carry to its logical 
issue the old saying that “it takes 
two to make a quarrel? The degree 
of guilt may vary, but there must be some 
guilt on each side, and both sides are 
therefore expected to suffer. In this in- 
stance, too, importance was doubtless 
attached to the fact that on the very day 
after hearing a Speech from the Throne, 
in which legislation in harmony with the 
Ministry and the careful discussion of 
certain important measures, were indicat- 
ed by His Majesty, the House declared 
its determination not to work with the 
Cabinet to which the execution of the 
SQVEREIGN’S commands had been entrust- 
ed. That consideration would not carry 
much weight in England, but the Japanese 
preserve a great deal of their old attitude 
of “reverence and awe” towards the 
Throne. 








THE SITUATION. 
e pee ee 
F the operation of taking time by the 


forelock possessed the same virtue in 
the affairs of a nation that it undoubtedly 
possesses in those of an individual, Japan 
ought certainly to be up and doing at pre- 
sent, Itis impossible to doubt that events 
are rapidly leading up toa radical re-dis- 
tribution of power in the Far East. China’s 
helplessness to defend herself against ag- 
gression invites enterprises for which her 
administrative aches furnish constant pre- 
texts. The most sanguine on-looker can 
scarcely retain any hope in the chances of 
her awakening from her lethargy and 
striking a stout blow in defence of her 
integrity. That her helplessness was first 
demonstrated conclusively by Japan, can 
not, of course, be gainsaid, but its most 





signal illustration has been furnished by 
Germany. The invasion of a huge empire 


gle aka 


by six hundred marines from three ships 
of war, is an incident for which history 
furnishes no parallel. Japan, at all events, 
paid China the compliment of sending 
armies against her, but Germany under. 
took to coerce her with half a battalion. 
It must be plain toevery one that if China 
is to be divided, now is the time to divide 
her, and it must also be plain that the fact 
is receiving practical recognition. Japan 
is not directly concerned, perhaps, by 
changes in the ownership of Chinese terri- 
tory. Some of her people may harbour a 
secret ambition for possessions on the 
neighbouring continent. Such an ambition 
showed itself pretty strongly in the closing 
days of the recent war, but it seems to 
have been not so much a permanent feel- 
ing as a transient sentiment born of suc- 
cesses in the field. Even though the Chi- 
nese empire were completely absorbed by 
European Powers, the resulting position 
for Japan need not be more dangerous 
than is the position of the British Isles at 
present, provided always that she were 
competent to turn ‘the silver streak” to 
defensive purposes as successfully as 
England does. That proviso means a great 
deal, however. It means, above all, a 
strong navy, and there is no concealing 
the fact that the consummation of Japan's 
programe of naval expansion depends on 
China’s keeping her engagements with 
regard to the payment of the Indemnity. 
This statement is not absolute, of course. 
When we speak of dependence upon the 
Indemnity, we refer to Japan’s programme 
as it now stands. Her arrangement is ta 
defray the cost of her new vessels out of 
the Indemnity, and the amount of the 
Indemnity still remaining unpaid is 594 
million taels, or about go million yes in 
round numbers. If that sum failed to 
come into the Treasury, Japan would be 
much inconvenienced, though of course 
she could ultimately find other sources of 
income. The question to be considered, 
then, is whether she is wise in remaining 
any longer under the semblance of de- 
pendence on China. The Peking Go- 
vernment is confronted by troubles so 
serious that failure to discharge its obliga- 
tions to Japan may soon dwindle to the 
dimensions of an altogether trivial humi- 
liation, With Russia at Port Arthur and 
Germany at Kiao-chou Japan’s continued 
tenure of Wei-hai-wei could not be a 
matter of great regret to China, and, more- 
over, her ability to find money may soon 
be sensibly impaired. It appears to us 
that the Japanese Government would be 
acting prudently did it at once place itself 
in an independent financial position by 
bold recourse to the European money- 
market. Two hundred million ye could 
be borrowed with the greatest ease in 
London at present, whereas if the compli- 
cations now in view develop a more 
acute phase, there might be much difficulty 
in placing a loan. The political aspects 
of such a step are not to be mistaken. It 
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would be an announcement to the world 
that Japan is determined to push forward 
her programme of naval expansion under 
all circumstances, and that her resolve to 
arm herself efficiently and vigorously was 
prompted from the first, not by fortuitous- 
ly coming ‘into possession of a sum of 
money, but by a thorough conviction of 
the necessity of such a measure. From a 
purely financial point of view, little doubt 
exists that drafts on foreign capital must 

_ be made sooner or later. Even though 
the Chinese Indemnity be paid punctually 
and in full, the post-del/um measures.can 
not be carried out without floating a loan 
of 135 million yen—the Public Under- 
takings Loan, as it is called in the pro- 
gramme. This loan, as originally planned, 
is a domestic loan, but there does not 
appear to be any probability of its being 
taken up by the people. In fact, the Go- 
vernment makes no attempt to float it, 
being evidently persuaded that subscrip- 
tions could not be obtained at present. 

. Yet the money will have to be found 
eventually. To foreign observers it has 
long seemed that Japan was over-taxing 
her financial strength. During the past 
fifteen years she has been fixing large 
sums of floating capital, and the situation 
has been immensely aggravated by the in- 
dustrial mania that followed the war. She 
is now virtually at the end of her resources, 
and the only visible method of easing the 
situation is to redeem a portion of the 
War Bonds. These Bonds, or, at any 
rate, large quantities of them, were pur- 
chased by Japanese capitalists, not for 
speculative purposes, nor yet as an in- 
vestment, but from purely patriotic mo- 
tives. Their holders could find other and 
far more profitable uses for the money 
were it now available, All that part of 
the problem, however, has already been 
pretty fully discussed. The considera- 
tions which have not been publicly urged 
as yet, and which nevertheless seem to 
possess great importance, are the political 
points set down here. They appear to us 
very weighty. 








OPENING OF THE DIET. 
ee a 
SPEECH FROM THE THRONE, 
His Majesty's Speech at the opening of the 
Diet on the 24th instant was as follows :— 
We hereby perform the ceremony of opening 
the Imper jet. 
Lords and Gentlemen of the House of Peers 
and the House of Representatives—We have 
forming you that our relations with 
Powers are on a footing of the 
nd most friendly character and that the 












Revision of the Treaties is on the point of con- 










basis, We | 
to fix upon a scheme of increased 
nexion with the Budget for the thirty-first year of 
Meiji, and to submit the measure to you, in con- 
junction with a Bill embodying the Rev ‘ode 
and various other projects of law, essential to 
the promotion of national prosperity and to ad- 
ministrative progress. 

‘We trust that you will discharge your functions 
of deliberation and consent with harmony and 
careful thought. 


The Emperor's allusion to Treaty Revision 














and the Codes was more or less anticipated, but 
the public will probably be surprised to find that 
His Majesty very explicitly endorses the mea- 
sures for increased taxes also. Of course an 
Imperial Speech at the opening of the Diet does 
not, as a rule, possess any strong political signi- 
ficance. But the phraseology of a speech may 
be constructed so as to signify a great d If 
His Majesty had said simply that measures 
relating to increased taxes would be submitted 
to the Diet, no inference could be drawn in the 
sense that such measures had the distinct ap- 
proval of the Sovereign. But when he says, 
“in order to establish the finances on a firm 
basis, We have instructed the Minister of 
Finance to fix upon a scheme of increased 
taxation,” the public can not fail to recognise 
that his Majesty seems to adopt, so far, at any 
guage is concerned, the precise policy 
nt Matsukata himself has enunciated on 
more than one occasion. Speeches from the 
Throne have not acquired in Japan the compa- 
ratively perfunctory character attaching to them 
in European countri On one occasion the 
words wackiu Ayodo (harmonious céoperation), 
appearing in an Imperial Message, were quoted 
and referred to time and in during the sub- 
sequent course of the session, and certainly ex- 
ercised no small effect in moderating, or even 
quelling, the fiery ardour of political antagon- 
isms. In the present speech the celebratde 
group of ideographs is reduced to two: his 
Majesty exhorts to “harmony” (2achiu) but 
says nothing of “ céoperation ” (Ayodo). 

The reply of the Representatives to his Ma- 
jesty’s Speech was as follows :— 

May it please Your Imperial Majesty,—Your 
Majesty's servant, Hatoyama Kazuo, Presidentol 
the House of Representatives, begs to si 
awe and reverence, that Your Majesty 
are moved with profound gratitude [ 
Majesty's condesce lly attending 
to open the eleventh Imperial Diet 
and in favouring them with Your Majesty’s 
gracions Speech, Your Majesty's servants will 
endeavour by earnestness and careful deliberation, 
to respond to Your Majesty’s will and to discharge 
the (rust reposed in them by the nation, 





































DECEMBER 25TH. 
THE HOUSK OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


The House of Representatives met at 





ident reported that he had repaired 
to the Palace in the forenoon and presented 
the Reply to the Imperial Speech voted by the 
House on the preceding day, which his Majesty 
had acknowledged in the following words :— 

We anprove the loval sentiments expressed by 
the members of the House of Representatives. 
The President announced that the Government 
had submitted the Budget and correlated 
measures for the fiscal year 1898-9. 


YOTE OF WANT OF CONFIDENCE. 

The House was about to proceed to the 
Order of the Day when Mr. Suzuki Shigeto 
asked permission to have the Order changed 
for the purpose of introducing an urgency mo- 
tion.—(Cheers, and cries of ‘‘ No,” “ no.”) 

The President inquired the nature of the 
motion. 

Mr. Suzuki—It is a Resolution declaring 
want of confidence in the Cabinet.—(Cheers 
and groans.) 

Mr. Haseba Junko said that he wished to 
oppose the motion, and several other members 
also signified their dissent. 

The President—It has always been the cus- 
tom to dispense with any discussion in con- 
nexion with a motion for changing the Order 
of the Day. I shall follow that precedent on 
the present occasion. Those who are in favour 
of changing the Order will stand up.—(A 
majority rose.) 

Mr. Suzuki Shigeto—The Resolution that I 
have to propose is as follows :— 

Resolved that this House does not place con- 
fidence in the present Cabinet.—(Cheers.) 

DISSOLUTION. 

The President called upon the members to 
rise, as an Imperial Message had been received, 
which he proceeded to read :— 


Tn accordance with Article VII. of the Imperial 
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Constitution, We hereby order the dissolution of 
the House of Representatives. 

This announcement was received with cheers 
and clapping of hands, and the House rose at 
1.19 p.m, —- 

THE HOUSE OF PEERS. 

The House of Peers met at 9.40 a.m., and 
the President having announced his intention 
of proceeding to the Palace to present the 
House's Reply to the Speech from the Throne, 
the chair was taken by the Vice-President. 





id Enlightened 
ts, the members 
have the honour to state 
with awe and reverence, that 
On this occasion of opening the eleventh session 
of the Imperial Diet in accordance with the usual 
ceremonial, Your Majest} y's servants, receiving 
Your Majesty's gracious Speecl and humbly per 
using it, learn that Revision of the jes with 
the varions Powers is on the eve of achievement ; 
that the vational prospetity is increasing, and that 
Your Imperial Majesty entertains certain profound 
and important projects with reference to the essen- 
tials of domestic administration. 
Your Majesty's servants reverential 
Imperial and keeping in view the welfare of 
the State and the prosperity of the people, will have 
the honour to submit their views, with awe aud 
reverence, for the gracious consideration of Your 
Imperial Majesty in respectful accordance with 
Your Majesty’s Constitution, 
The House then proceeded to elect a chair- 
man of Committe of the Whole. The result 
of the voting w: 

































The Standing Committees were then elected. 
THE TAKANO AFFAIR. 


Mr. Matsuoka Koki presented a Question 
relating to the Formosan Judiciary, as tollows : 
Since the 8th month of the present year, the Go- 
vernment has taken the following steps with regard 
to Ju Formosa :—Takano Take- 
noi, Chief Judge of the High Court, Ono Yosh 
tosh, Chief Judge of the Local Cout of Tainan 
Shimazu Nobuyoshi, Chief Judge of the Loca 
I to, Chief Judge of the 
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nd Handa Motonao, 
Judge of the Preliminary Court, have been placed 
on the Retired Li 





ge of the Governor-Gene- 
roshio and Inouye Atsushi 
with disgrace. 

Does the Government consider that Formosa 
being beyond the scope of the Constitution, the 
Constitutional rights of the judiciary are not opera- 
tive? Or does it consider that the Judyes officiat- 

g there do not come within the purview of the 
in their administ of civil and criminal 
justice? On what principle, finally, does the Go- 
vernment retire and dismiss Judicials in Formosa? 


The speaker explained that his object in pre- 
senting this Question was to afford the Govern- 
ment an opportunity of explaining its proce- 
dure. He described the sensation that had been 
caused by the retirement or dismissal of the 
Formosan Judges, and pointed out that 
in all the towns through which the Judges 
had passed on their return from Formosa public 
receptions had been organized to do them 
honour by persons who were neither their 
friends nor their acquaintances and who had 
nothing to gain by féting them. here had 
been, in short, a spontaneous and wid 
demonstration against the Government i 
Almost every newspaper and periodical had 
taken up the subject, and it might almost be 
said that the Government had found no 
defenders, so few and far between were 
those that ailempted to vindicate its action. 
On the other hand, there could be no doubt, 
he presumed, that the Ministry possessed both 
courage and abilily, and that they had some 
good reasons for the step taken by them. 
Unfortunately, however, they were without any 
recognised means of submitting their views to 
the public, and to furnish such a means had 
seemed to him desirable, since the dignity of 
the Constitution and the tranquillity of the 
people's minds were concerned. There was 
talk of the Diet's being suspended or dissolved, 
so he trusted that the Government would lose 
no time in replying to the Question, 
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ANOTHER HECKLER, 

Viscount Tani begged to present the follow- 
ing Question :— 

On the 25th day of the sth month of the goth 
year of Meiji (May 25th 1897), the Government 
ordered the retirement of Yasukawa Shiger 
Ichijuro, Mochida Naozami and Seki Muneyos 
members of the Board of, Audit, in accordance 
with Law No. gt of the year 1896. The provi- 
sions of that Law ase applicable to officials who 
through physical or moral debility, have ceased to 
be competent to discharge their duties. Now the 
above four officials were in sound bodily health, and 
were daily attending to their duties. For what 
reason was the Emperor asked to dismiss them, 

Viscount Tani was proceeding to explain the 
important character of the functions discharged 
by the members of the Board of Audit as over- 
seers of the national income and expenditure, 
and the consequent necessity of guaranteeing 
their tenure of office against the caprice of a 
Ministry whose financial transactions they had 
to scrutinize, when the President announced the 
receipt of an Imperial Rescript ordering the 
Prorogation of the House. 




















SITUATION IN THE EAST. 
ey 

It is natural that at a time like the present 
many sensational rumours should be circulated. 
To that category, we have no doubt, belongs 
Reuter’s telegram announciug that Russia has 
demanded the dismissal of the English engi- 
neers employed on Chinese railways and the 
German military instructors in China’s service. 
The thing is quite incredible, There may be 
an intrigue of the kind, but surely there is no 
oficial demand, Great Britain, also, is repre- 
sentedas having declared to the Chinese Govern- 
ment that if it acquiesces in Germany's demand, 
she—Great Bri —will prefer a similar de- 
mand, That story, too, is not to be accepted 
without grea: modification, It may be taken for 
granted that Great Britain has made some 
intimation to China, if indeed Germany be 
really responsible for the course attributed 
to her with regard to the working of mines 
and building of railways in Shantung. The 
spirit, of the most-favoured-nation clause 
would be plainly violated were China free 
to make national discriminations of such a 
nature, and we shall be safe in assuming 
that Great Britain has warned the Peking Go- 
vernment against committing itself to anything 
of the kind. But that is very different from the 
declaration attributed to her by the Fiié Shimpo's 
telegram. 




















AFFAIRS IN MANILA. 
——_+——_. 

The following telegram has been received by 
his Excellency the Spanish Minister in Tokyo 
and kindly handed to us for publication :— 

Ltake great pleasure in informing your Excel- 
lency that the ipal chiefs of the insurrection 
have laid down their arms with acclamations in 
favour of Spain, the King aud Peace. 

It is a matter for congratulation that the weary 
struggle in Manila is at length brought to a 
close. The persevering courage shown by Spain 
in grappling with the terrible difficulties that have 
confronted her of late years, is worthy of all 
admiration, She has certainly deserved to 
emerge successfully from her troubles, and the 
public can not fail to be glad that the light is 
breaking in upon her long night of trial. We 
gather from the above telegram that some 
concessions have been made to the insurgents 
and that they have accepted them with acclaims, 
but as to what the terms may have been we are 
without information. Atall events, that method 
of terminating the struggle is not only happier 
from a humane point of view than reliance on 
the sword alone, but is also calculated to secure 
more permanent results. 

















Sir William Van Horne,President of the C.P.R. 
Co,, recently received, says a Kobe paper, some 
magnificent porcelain vases and placques from 
the Emperor of Japan, in token of appreciation 
of courtesies extended to Marquis Ito during 
his progress through Canada last summer. 
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MONTHLY SUMMARY OF fAPANESE 
CURRENT LITERATURE. 

To the pages of the Kokumiy-no-lomo Mr. 

Onishi Shuku furnishes an interesting article 





*lentitled Keimo (i YE) Fidad no Seishin, iv 


which he discusses the spirit of the age which 
witnesses a change from darkness to light. 
The gist of Mr. Onishi’s essay is that though 
the causes which brought about the enlighten- 
ment of Japan resemble those which worked 
such wonders in Europe in the last'century, the 
manner in which the civilising and enlighten. 
ing movement has been followed up in Japan 
differs widely from what took place in Europe. 
In Europe revolutionary principles affected in 
a powerful manner every stratum of political 
and social life. The eyes of the people were 
opened by the spread of learning and by the 
efforts of a few powerful writers of the type of the 
Japanese Mr. Fukuzawa, Once having realised 
what enlightenment meant, the French people 
needed no Governmental pressure to induce 
them to move quickly along the road of pro- 
gress. If the Government did anything, it acted 
as a brake to lessen the speed at which the 
masses were going ahead, In Japan it cannot 
be said that the people as a whole are as yet 
actuated by the spirit of enlightenment. To 
effect reform the Government spur is constantly 
needed. As regards the reactions which from 
time to time occur in this country, and one of 
which in certain quarters is witnessed to-day, 
they find a parallel in the wave of conservatism 
and, from one point of view, retrograde move- 
ment which succeeded the European struggle for 
liberty What characterised the end of the eigh- 
teenth and the beginning of the nineteenth cen- 
tury all over Europe, As to how far enlightened 
thought will retreat owing to the pressure of 
conservatism, this depends largely on the extent 
to which such thought holds sway over the minds 
of men of influence and position in the country. 
From one point of view the factthat a great and 
fundamental revolution was effected here wi 
out any of the horrors which attended @ similar 
movement in France is a subject for congra- 
tulation. But atthe same time itis a cause for 
regret that in this country the Government 
should be always leading an unwilling people, 
instead of a progressive nation urging reforms 
on its government. Mr. Fukuzawa’s view is 
that a nation cannot be said to be enlightened 
because its government has adopted the laws 
and institutions of enlightened countries ; 
there is no teal progress ull the people ag a 
whole, of their own tree will, and prompted by 
intelligent conviction of the necessity of this 
course, determine to enter the new path. The 
spirit of enlightenment needs to be explained 
and to be insisted on more and more as an 
antidote to the efforts of the numerous advo- 
cates of retrograde movement whose voices are 
loud in these days. 








The Teikoku-bungaku, commenting in laudat- 
ory terms on the sentiments given above, adds 
that the Japanese as a nation have much to fear 
from that fickleness of disposition which clings 
to them from year to year and leads to their 
abandoning enterprise after enterprise solely 
from lack of the perseverance necessary to 
success. 

tf 

The Kydikujiron gives at some length the 
views of Viscount Yoshikawa on education in 
general and the morality of students in particular, 
of which the following is an epitome :—In 1871 
the Mombusho was established. The following 
year the system of education to be followed was 
promulgated, In 1879 there were 28,025 
Elementary Schools in the empire and 2,210,607 
pupils. At that time the Normal and Middle 
Schools in existence numbered 196 and the 
students in attendance 14,512. At first the 
establishment of additional Elementary Schools 
was leftto the provincial government authorities, 
but this plan did not work well, and in 1880 the 
Department assumed the control of all element- 
ary education. In 1885 the number of Ele- 
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mentary Schools had increased to 28,283 and 
the pupils to 3,097,235. The number of Normal 
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and Middle Schools was 162, with an altend- 
ance of 23,511. 

The moral effect of the changes incidental to 
the operation of the new system of education wi 
bad. Ability to acquire knowledge rapidly was 
more thought of than uprightness of life. The 
tendency to despise the old in favour of the new 
made its influence felt in mor That high 
code of honour which was observed by the 
warriors of the Tokugawa era was regarded as 
no longer binding. The old parochial system 
of education enabled teachers to keep a 
sharp watch on the conduct of their pupils, 
but under the new régime, the students 
were free to do pretty much as they pleased, 
out of school, The new knowledge they 
had imbibed rendered pupils conceited, and 
they began to regard their parents’ notions on 
morality as antiquated and unworthy of atten- 
tion, In the mean time the law of the land had 
been gradually undergoing » transformation 
whereby the individualism of the West was in- 
stalled in the place hitherto held by parental 
authority. Ia addition to this many of the old 
houses, whose existence would have always fur- 
nished a safeguard to morality, grew poor and 
lost their influence in the world, and their posi- 
tion was taken by upstarts whose one idea was 
the acquirement of wealth. Thus have the 
undermining influences made a complete 
wreck of our ancient code of morals, s Vis- 
count Yoshikawa, and itis most essen’ that 
those who are entrusted with the education of 
youth should find some adequate substitute for 
what has been lost. 
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From the preface to the new edition of Mr. 
Fukuzawa’s writings, reference to which was 
made in our last Summary, we extract the fi 
lowing additional information bearing on literary 
subjects:—In 1859 I settled in Edo, says Mr. 
Fukuzawa, My first work there was a small 
dictionary which gave in Japanese kana the 
English pronunciation of Chinesenames. My 
next work was entitled Seiys Fa (Foreign 
Affairs). This book was largely in demand, 
and more than 250,000 copies have been 
sold. The reason of its success was that it 
contained an account of all that had impressed 
me during the 12 months that I spent in fo- 
reign lands, I was fortunate enough to be able 
to go to Europe in 1861 in connection with the 
mission despatched at that time. Hitherto I 
had only read about foreign countries. Imagine 
my astonishment when I was able to examine 
everything with my own eyes. There are those 
whose foreign tours end in wonder. It was not, 
so with me. As T witnessed the various signs 
of progress, I said to myself, this progress shall 
be seen in Japan before many years are past. 
I returned to my country full of what I had seen 
and made it my aim to enlighten the poorly 
educated samuraé as to the real state of things 
in the West, and with that intent published 
my Setyo- As is well known, our Japanese 
revolution was not the work of scholars. The 
learned few were powerless to effect changes of 
such magnitude as were required. Beforer I 
went to Europe, so strong was the anti-foeign 
spirit that, much as I desired to do so, I found 
it impossible to obtain instruction in English in 
Yokohama. But this antipathy to foreigners 
was only the result of ignorance. That ignor- 
ance my book did something to dissipate. 


My early study of English was attended 
with great difficulties. I had to acquire it 
by means of Dutch. Learning it in that 
way, though acquainted with hundreds of 
technical terms, I often found myself ignorant 
of words in common use among children of 
four and five years of age in England, and, 
since help in Japan at that time was not 
available, I had to be content with what I knew 
when I set out for England in 186 

My next work was called Raffz-Scko (Use 
of the Rifle). My reason for publishing this 
work was that in the war between Chésha and 
the Bakufu, the former was viciorious owing 
to the superiority of its rifle-shooting. Thongh 
convinced of the need of such a book, I was in 



































no way qualified to write it, being quite ignorant 
of such matters. I hunted through bookstore 
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after bookstore in search of an English or 
Dutch work on the subject and at last came 
across just what I wanted. The little volume 
cost me sixty-eight sen, I had a brother-in- 
Jaw who was studying rifle-shooting and from 
him I hoped to receive assistance, but the book 
seemed beyond his knowledge. Sol set to work 
and translated it as well as I could. Its success 
fairly astounded me. Iam afraid to say how 
many copies were sold. In connection with this 
I may mention that Murata Shdsho, the famous 
inventor of what is now called the Murata rifle, 
told me that his attention was first drawn to the 
subject of rifles by my little book. Itis not a 
little amusing to know that a great inventor was 
given to the world by means of a book translated 
by the veriest tyro on the subject of firearms. 

‘The next work I published was the Seiyo- 
tabi-Annai (Guide to Travellers in the West.) 
In 1866 I was sent to America on Bakufu 
business, Before leaving I went to Yokohama 
to make arrangements for drawing money in 
the U. States. On applying to Mi Walsh, 
Hall & Co., for an order on Ameri I was 
furnished with Bank of England uotes. To 
these I objected on the ground that they were 
payable in England; to which conntry I had no 
intention of going. It took the clerk who was 
serving me (wo hours to convince me that these 
notes would be received in America. On 
apologising for my stupidity, I was told by the 
clerk that the day previous half a day had been 
occupied in convincing one of my fellow: 
countrymen of the credit accorded to the Bank 
of England in every part of the world. Know. 
ing how great was the ignorance of the samurat 
class to which I belonged on all financial 
matters, and to save such of them as should go 
abroad from humiliating situations, I jotted 
down for their guidance a number of practical 
suggestions, which subsequently took the form 
of the “ Tourist's Guide ” mentioned above. 

In publishing my work on Physics entitled 
Kyiri-aukai (Physics, explained by Charts) I 
had a special object in view. I wished to show 
how elementary and how erroneous were the 
notions entertained in Japan on the laws that 
govern the material universe and to convince 
my readers of the immense superiority of foreign 
teaching in this branch of knowledge, and thus 
Prepare them (o accept western guidance on a 
variety of other matters, It seemed to me im- 
portant to begin with a subject that was capable 
of clear demonstration. My book was not a 
translation of any particular foreign work, but a 
treatise founded on general study. Iwrote in a 
free and easy style, s0 as to make it intelligible to 
people of limited capacity and education, 

The 2 Fk Wy ME Yokel Meikan, 2 work on 
foreign military tactics, drill, &c., was a trans- 
lation undertaken as an order from a Kumamoto 
military man, for which I received the sum of 
600 yen, which was utilised in adding a new 
building to the Keidgijuku. The Yohei Meikan 
had maller circulation than most of my 
eing of a purely technical character. 

The Bi Ht BE BE Giji-indan is a work that 
gives an account of English Parliamentary 
debate. At the time of its publication the desire 
for representative assemblies in Japan was grow- 
ing stronger every day and the book was waited 
for with such interest that I was requested by 
those who suggested ite publication to work at 
it day and night. Though the work consisted 
of 2 volumes, the blocks were prepared and the 
book printed in 37 days, a feat which in those 
times was most rare. 


My ft SP WM M% Sehat-kunisukushi was 
designed to enlighten the ignorant as to the size, 
location, history, customs and general character 
of the principal countries in the world. At 
the time of it its publication the world known 
to most Japanese did not include the whole of 
Asia, to say nothing of Europe, Africaand Am- 
ri 

































The MP 7%» + Gakumon no Susume 
(Promotion of Learning) was published in 17 
small volumes and treated of a variety of subjects 
under discussion at that time. Its circulation 
was large, certainly not less than 200,000 copies, 
which represents 3,400,000 volumes. It caused 








more stir in the country than anything I ever 
wrote. It was furiously attacked on all sides, 
Among other things the remark that the death 
of a samurai who threw away his life foolishly 
out of mistaken loyalty to his master was no 
better than that of a dog, gave great offence. 
The newspapers were mostly against me. 
Numerons were the threatening letters that 1 
received, and my friends showed nosmall amount 
of alarm for my personal safety. In order to quiet 
public excitement and appease the anger of 
my opponents, I was recommended to state my 
case afresh in the columns of one of the news- 
papers under a nom de plume. This I did in 
the Chiya Shimbun, signing myself Keidgijuka- 
no-Gokui6 Semban, with the desired result, 
The BRB Dims oshie gusa was, as its 
name implies, solely intended for the young and 
the ignorant, and was published early in the 
Meiji era when few books on morality 
as taught in the West existed in the language, 
this subject having been much neglected 
by early translators and writers, The J 





oms- 
oshse-gusa consists of five volumes. The book 
has been largely used in schools and has, I am 
told, helped to mould the minds of young people 
into the right shape. 

My Katawa-Musume is a very insignificant 
book, a kind of novel, but a novel with a pur- 
pose, that purpose being the bringing about of 
the discontinuance of silly customs, The prac- 
tice of blackening the teeth, not only followed 
by married women, but by Court-nobles at that 
time, seemed to me most objectionable, in that 
it destroyed beauty given by nature. The 
Katawa-Musume (the Deformed Daughter) 
aimed at showing the silliness of trying to im- 
prove on nature in the ways attempted by certain 
women, The war against foolish customs was 
one which I felt it my duty to wage. 


A little pamphlet called 2 JR HR Katreki 
ben (An explanation of the Change of Calendar) 
was written when I was in bed with a cold in 
six hours. But, though the price of a copy was 
only a few sen, within 3 months it brought me 
in 700 yen. At that time the feelings of the 
ancient samurai were still strong with mie, and 
remember asking myself whether I was justi- 
fied in taking from the public 700 yen for six 
hours’ work, The change in the calendar took 
place on November 11th, 1872. The majority 
of the people had no notion why the change 
was made or what it meant. Hence the 
large demand for my little book. At the end 
of the book I explained the figutes to be 
seen on foreign watches and taught fellow- 
samurai how to read the time, This trifling 
addition augmented considerably the circulation 
of my little book, which went on increasing 
month after month, 

None of my works cost me more labour than 
the §& 2% Wz Chiaino-hd, a treatise on book- 
keeping. In the first place the whole subject 
was new to me, ahd I found it impossible to 
render to my satisfaction the many technical 
terms found in foreign books. WhatI aimed 
at and what I eventually effected was the ap- 
plication of foreign methods of book-keeping to 
Japanese accounts. 

The Kwaigi-ben is a book on debating and 
public speaking generally, for which there was 
a great demand at the time of its public 
It may be hard for those who see the prominence 
and importance of public speaking to-day to 
realise how many were the obstacles to the 
practice of Western oratory in Japan in former 
times. Many of the terms now in common use 
were coined at the Keidgijuku. This was the 
case with Ji Ht ensefsu, the Japanese equiva- 
lent of speech, which was first written ji 
but subsequently was changed to its present 
fuller and more dignified form. i} i 
foron as an equivalent for debate; Bf Pe 
Aaketsu for the passing and 25 ye Aiketsu 
for the rejection of a motion or resolution, and 
$E HX sansei for supporting a motion, all ori- 
gimated at that time. In this context 

















it may be of interest to relate the early 
history of public speaking in Tokyo, In 
1874 we made a commencement at the 
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Keiégijuku. I commenced by writing out my 
speeches in full, but afterwards abandoned this 
practice and simply prepared my thoughts and 
left myself free to choose what language sug- 
gested itself at the time. After some months 
I felt sufficient confidence in myself to recom- 
mend my system to others, At that time there 
existed a society called the HA jit Meiroku- 
sha, whose meetings were attended by a num- 
ber of scholars, among whom were Mitsukuri 
Sbahei, Nishi Sha, Kato Hiroyuki, Mori Arinoti, 
and others of equal reputation, To these schol- 
ars I expounded my method, but received no 
encouragement whatever, Mr. Mori said that 
public speaking essentially a western per- 
formance, whose success depended on the 
genius of the language used; that the Japan- 
ese longue was unsuitable tor such a pur- 
pose, and so on. To this I replied that in 
the sermons of priests, the lectures of Kd. 
shakushi (lecturers), and the speeches of 
Hanashika (story-tellers) we already had abun- 
dant proof that oratory of a very effective kind 
was quite possible. But since the above-named 
scholars still remained obdurate, I determined 
to show them what was possible by delivering 
& speech in their presence. This I did; and 

close asked whether they had understood 
what I had said, To which all replied in the 
affirmative, From that time public speaking be- 
came all the fashion. Soon after wards, weerected 
a lecture-hall at the Keidgijuku,having sent to 
America for plans of numerous public buildings, 
in order to understand how to give to the new 
structure the acoustic properties desirable in 
such structures. 

In the year 1874, it seemed to me that 
the nation was sufficiently persuaded of the 
superiority of Western civilisation to be able 
to appreciate a fuller account of Occidental 
progress than that furnished by the fragmen- 
tary treatises hitherto published. I therefore 
set to and prepared a work consisting of six 
volumes called 3¢ BH #8 2 HE WS , Bummei- 
ron-no-gairyaku. My labours were appreciated 
by the public. The book had a large sale. It 
was a favourite of Saigo Takamori’s, who was 
in the habit of recommending all young men 
to read it. 

My Minkan-keisairoku (Account of Economy 
as practised by the People) was intended to 
help the merchant class by explaining to them 
Western business principles and methods. It 
was brought to my notice that some traders who 
had adopted the system of keeping accounts 
recommended in my Chdai-no-hé, had failed in 
business, and, without inquiry as to special 
cases, I concluded that their failure was due to 
ignorance of business methods, This book, 
too, had a large sale, despite the hostile action 
of the Department of Education, The work 
took the form of a Reader and was largely used 
in Government schools until about 1882, when 
a strong movement in favourof Confucianism and 
conservative thought made itself felt in the policy 
of the Department of Education, and orders were 
given to discontinue the use of Fukuzawa’s books 
in all schools, on the ground that they contained 
injurious matter, Ten years later, a rich man 
called Horikoshi, at his own expense, and with 
my permission, printed 2,500 copies of the Afin- 
kan Ketsairoku for free circulation among the 
shop-keepers of Tokyd. The interdict of the 
Mombushé did me more good than harm, 


My Bunkenron (Divided Authority or Power) 
Minkenron (Popular Rights) Kodukenron 
(National Rights) and Fiji-shogen (Words for 
the Time) all bad one object, namely the 
improvement of the telations of the Govern- 
ment and the people, In the early days of 
the Afeiji era, there was a tendency among pro- 
minent statesmen to advance without the peo- 
ple, to disregard popular feelings, and instead 
of taking steps to enlighten the masses as lo 
the advisability of proposed reforms, to despoti- 
cally force their policy upon unwilling subjecis. 
I perceived that this was the wrong way to setto 
work, At this time, the two watchwords were 
Kwanken (Official Rights) and Minken (Po- 
pular Rights), and bitter indeed was the sirife 
between the two great parties. T always aimed 
at playing the 16le of a mediator, of throwing 
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oil on the troubled waters, of enabling one side 
to approach the other. Very early in the Meiji 
era, I warned the leading statesmen of the evil 
consequences that must follow the policy 
of supercilious indifference 'o public sentiment 
and feeling which they had adopted. 1 tried 
to make them see that they were little better 
than the ‘peasant-despising, despotic officials 
of the Tokugawa era, and that they seemed en- 
tirely to forget that there are limits to the for- 
bearance of subjects, especially when those 
subjects are beginning to perceive that the 
tuled have rights as well as the rulers. To 
Okubo Toshimitsu and 116 Hirobumi I explain- 
ed my position in full, On one occasion, when 
at the house of Mr.Samejima, I was spoten of by 
Okubo as the “champion of popular rights,” 
and wasreminded that if the people had their 
tights so had the Government, and that in the 
struggle for precedence it was the duty of the 
Government not to give way. To this I replied 
that in figuring as a representative of the people 
I intended to offer no opposition whatever to the 
exercise of that lawful authority which belongs 
to all strong Governments, but only to show my 
disapproval of the official pride and red-tapeism, 
of theairs of superiority assumed by the Jack- 
in-office men who filled Government posts. I 
was only contending for the right of the people 
to receive the treatment of men and not that of 
cattle, At the same time I reminded my hearers 
that the time was not distant when the people 
would claim another right, namely that of shar- 
ing the government of the country, that they 
would dispute with the holders of the highest 
posts in the land their right to remain in power 
against the will of the people. When that 
time came the Meiji statesmen would find 
that they had unwittingly pulled a hornets’ nest 
about theic ears. When that day comes, I added, 
it will be seen that Fukuzawa’s ideas 28 to the 
best method of governing a progressive people 
were eminently practical and based on the 
knowledge of incontrovertible facis.” 

The preface to Mr. Fukuzawa’s collected 
works from which the above extracts are taken 
covers 130 pages and is for sale at the Fifi 
Shimpo office as a separate book, at 20 sen 
per copy. In this work Mr. Fukuzawa states that 
the fortune which he now possesses is wholly the 
result of his writing. The money obtained by 
his pen has not only sufficed to insure for him 
an affluent old age, but has enabled him to make 
a thorough success of the great private school 
with which his name will ever be associated and 
for the maintenance of which he has subscribed 
large sums from time to time. 

* 








A handbook consisting ef English and Japan- 
ese sentences of a practical kind by Mr. F. W, 
Eastlake has been announced as for sal 
sen per copy at the Watanabe Shoten, Ut 
ché, Kanda, Téky6. The title of the work is 
Eeiwafitsuys Kwaiwa-dokushi (A Practical 
Colloquial Phrase Book—to be used without a 
teacher). It is said to cover 346 pages, to 
furnish a number of sentences arranged accord- 
ing to subjects, specimens of letter writ 
and other useful matter, and is asserted to be 
free from mistakes. 








. 

Mr. Naité Chisd, the well known Shintd 
scholar, has recently published a work entitled 
‘HD ie BE Ackikai-gakusetsu, in which it is 
contended that Shintd is essentially a system of 
its theology is an invention of 
made ase of to awe the ignorant 
and superstitious: 

The Toydletsugaku speaks in laudatory 
terms of Mr. Anezaki’s ‘History of Indian 
Religions,” observing that the difficulties con- 
nected with the compilation of such a work 
were very formidable, but that, undaunted by 
them, Mr. Anezaki has succeeded in giving to 
the religious world a really valuable work. 

«*% 

A Collection of Essays on Female Education 
has recently been published under the title of 
Foshikyotku-ronsan. Among the writers are 
Prince Konoye, Mr. Nishimura Shigeki, Dr. 
Kato, Dr. Toyama, and Mr. Kiyoura: The work 
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is for sale atthe Fukyisha, 1, Gofuku-cho, Ni 
honbashi, Toky6. In Dr. Kato's essay the view 
that it is desirable to push high class technical 
education with females is traversed. Dr. Katd 
approves of giving young women a good geue- 
ral education, but thinks they should not be 
encouraged to compete with men in the study 
of the higher branches of knowledge. There 
has been a great talk of establishing a Female 
University in Osaka, Dr. Katé is opposed to 
the notion. He would like to see the number of 
Female Schools increased thoughout the country. 
What is most wanted, says Dr. Kat6, is female 
education corresponding to that received by the 
boys who attend Ordinary Middle Schools. The 
danger to health and proper physical develop- 
ment which is involved by the severe menial 
training advocated in some quarters, is, in Dr. 
Katé's opinion, not sufficiently thought of in 
Japan, Even in Western lands girls are apt to 
injure themselves by close application to stndy. 
This is still more likely to be the case here 
where the stock of strength belonging to 
the upper and middle classes of women is 
so much less than that of their European sisters. 
* 
a" e 

In the pages of the “aiyo Mr. Yoshimura 
Toratard, the former Director of the Second 
Higher School, states his views on education 
and the proper policy for the Mombushé to 
adopt. There isa sad want of continuity in 
everything undertaken by the Department of 
Education, says Mr. Yoshimura. The policy 
of the Department changes with every change 
of Minister. The late Viscount Mori was 
the only Minister who has anything like an 
intelligible and far-reaching policy. He it 
was who devised a scheme for connecting the 
lower class schools with the University, But he 
was cut off in the midst of his days, and the 
Elisha on whom his mantle is to fall has not yet 
made his appearance, The course, or rather 
courses, adopted by the Department are nothing 
more than a series of make-shifts, which effect 
nothing permanent or meritorious. 

The Aydtku firon has an article written ina 
similar tone, in which Mr, Kurabara Ikaku 
is made to say that no Department changes its 
policy as frequently as the Mombusho. We 
have had Cosmopolitanism, Individualism, 
Nationalism, Conservatism, und we have also 
had periods when the Department has been 
policy-less, Mr. Kurabara further asserts that 
there is no real and effective connection between 
the three classes of education carried on by the 
Mombashé, that of the Elementary School, the 
Middle School and the University, The attempt 
to make the subordinate school preparatory to 
the higher establishment and at the same time 
to enable it to supply the wants of students whose 
education terminates in the lower school,in the 














-Jelementary or in the middle, has proved a failure. 


The attainment. of two incompatible objects, 
has proved an impossibility, as was bound to be 
the case. Would it not be betier, asks Mr. Kura- 
bara, if the University were rendered independent 
of the Mombush6? Ought not inquiry to be free 
there? Should University studenis be urged to 
adopt nationalism or any otber “ism” on which 
the Department may for the time being wish to 
lay stress? 
ate 

The Teikoku-Bungaku prints another of the 
poetical productions of Mr. Noguchi, the Cali- 
fornian poet, entitled ‘ Noguchi’s Song unto 
Brother Americans,” which we give below, The 
poem, we are told, was suggested by the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter. What a sensa- 
tion about gold! Whata joke it would be to 
send down rains of gold upon mortals and 
laugh at them from the heavens.” The 
effasion needs no comment. 

Thou, mortal, divorced husband from Lady, 
Repose, lite-sold moneyed-slave to Time, 
Thou, ant, battling for gold-dew, art a demon- 

child unlike the father-God ! 
Gather, mortal, the boundless gold that bids not 
abundance adieu— 
ming gold that kindles mortal’s 
O gold! not the Kloudyke gold— 


The gold at the proud gate of San Francisco Bay, 

















aye, the divine gold of the majestic sun ! 





T hail the goddess.Night whose sacred melody 
weaves unheard flowery tales of a thou- 
sand years— 

Her’s the blessed task tu bring peace to the heart 
that has parted from thé land of Content— 

O, Night—a brooding love-mantle warming 
the mortal to full-bodied ease ! 

Behold, the gracious throne of the empress-Moon- 
whose heaven beams messages unto me— 

I, an humble singer among mortals, tespond toa 

strain of the velvety night ! 

O, idle Spirit of the night, opew the doors of the 
star-shrives to unite the earth with the heavens ! 

Lo, doves mature in the moon's bliss where the 
guardian-Silence watches the sleeping Voice ! 

I, a constant lover, kiss the bare breast of the 
damsel-Muse, whilst brother mortals sleep. 

Hark! An awakening shout—Klondyke gold! 
Nay, mortal, the geld of day !— 

Aye, the emperor-Sun glorifies the s 
‘Alaska land with a crown of gold 

















JAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
ele 

The Osaka Asahi places the amount of saké 
brewed in Nishinomiya for this year at 98,141 
ko&u, an increase of 7,700 Aokw over last year. 








The number of Parliamentary members 
whose annual allowances has been distrained 
for debt is reported by the Tokyo Shimbun to 
have reached 53. 


The Hochi states that the Yokohama Specie 
Bank has resolved to issue loans to the amount 
of three million yen to manufacturers engaged 
in the cotton spinning industry, 


According to the Michi Nichi, the Kobe Rice 
Company has recently entered into a contract 
with a foreign firm in Yokohama for 1,000 tons 
of uncleaned rice at $5.72 per picul, and with 
another firm for 500 tons at the same price. 


With regard to the death, through contact with 
an eleciric light wire, of a young girl employed 
in a Tokyo beef shop, an action has been in- 
stituted against the Electric Light Company, in 
which compensation amounting to 4,690 yen is 
claimed by the bereaved father. 





The Government subsidy towards repairing 
the damages caused by recent floods is esti- 
mated at yen 1,000,000. Niigata Prefecture 
requires the largest share of the subsidy, and is 
followed by Toyama, Fukui, Gumma, Saitama, 
Tokyo, and others. 


The Tokyo Shimbun states that the number 
of destitute people who have come to the capital 
from the provinces devastated by nataral cala- 
mities, for the purpose of committing robberies 
or acts of incendiarism, has increased considet- 
ably of late, and the police-patrols have been 
accordingly augmented in the capital. 


According to the Tekyo Asahi, the amount of 
coins and notes in circulation in Japan at the 
ond of last month was 96,480,715 yen, showing 
an increase of 1,682,161 yen over the previous 
month, and of 14,654.564 yen as compared with 
the corresponding period of last year, The 
amount was made up as follows :—Gold coins, 
21,104,370 yen (including 9,920,504 yen in new 
gold cains) ; one yew trade dollars, 32,015,806 
yen; silver below 50 sendenomination, 27,297,- 
576 yen nickel pieces 6,712,178 yen ; copper, 
9,350,783 yen. 


The 34th and r21st banks, in Osaka, which 
lately amalgamated, are now carried on as « 
joint stock corporation with a capital of 
2,100,000 yen. It is now proposed that the 
Bank shall be incorporated with the Japan 
Neutral Bank (capital, 3 million yen), the Japan 
Union Bank (capital, 600,000 yen), and the 
Nada Commercial Bank (capital, 300,000 yen). 
Mr. Tataoka Chokuun, of Osaka, has been com- 
missioned to make the necessary arrangements 
and he contemplates, the 7#ii notes, increasing 
the capital to five million yen, 


At a meeting of the Kodo-kai on the 2oth 
instant in the Isekan restaurant, the following 
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resolutions, according to the Shogyo, were 
passed 1) The Kodo-kai shall, after the re- 
construction of the Cabinet, endeavour to pur- 
sue a policy compatible with the progress of the 
nation at large, ‘so that the post bellum pro- 
gtamme may be consummated. (2) The in- 
creased taxation schemes contemplated by the 
Government shall be opposed until the reform 
of the administration and the adjustment of 
finances have been carried out. 


Statistics, published in the Kokumin, show 
that at the end of last month the number of 
companies throughout the empire totalled 2,146, 
their capital aggregating 302,408,012 yen. 
Compared with October the figures are :—. 


At.the end of Dec. 











At the end of Nov. 
Capitel—yen. 








Companies. Capital.—yen. 
Commercial 1,043 142,019,155 1,027 140 688 125 
Tadustrial...1,013 167,962,287 997 168,232,096 
Agticultural. go 2,426,570 90. 2,342 070 

311,263,191 





ion of Hokkaido has been pro- 
ceeding steadily yexr by year, says the Zokyo 
Shimbun, but the mania of immigration has 
about reached its climax, and the area of leased 
Jands now amounts to several hundreds of thou- 
sands of cho. In the year before last, such lands 
did not exceed 237,017 cha, but at the end of last 
year the area increased to 254,774 cho. Divided 
in proportion to the population, each inhabitant 
secures for cultivation an area of a little over 
.six fan, But this calculation is unsatisfactory, as 
it includes merchants, artisans, and other ele- 
ments in addition to the farmers, 











The Yomiuri has « curious note, which we 
translate :—At the end of October, a man con- 
victed of a ceriain offence was sentenced to one 
year and three months’ imprisonment, He was 
transferred to Kameda Prison, Nemuro, where 
he is undergoing hard labour. It now appears 
that he is a fisherman who lived not far from 
Hakodate, and for a consideration took the 
place of the real culprit, a certain rich man in 

ilage. He receives thirty yen x month 
during his imprisonment for being another 
man’s substitute. The prisoner, it is said, made 
@ false confession and on this confession was 
convicted, Meanwhile the real offender is 
providing for the wants of his deputy's family, 





It is no canse for wonder that serious pressure 
is felt in monetary circles at the close of the 
ys the Hochi. The unprecedented 
of convertible notes proves how 
extensive has been the demand for capital 
during the past few days. On the 18th inst, 
the bills presented for discount at the Bank of 
Japan amounted to 1,840,000 yer, loans issued 
having increased by 630,000 yen over the pre- 
vious week, The Bank of Japan was therefore 
obliged to resort to another over-issue of notes. 
The actual amount on the 18th reached 203 
million yen, a sum never before known 
end of the year. On the zoth it had 
about 204 millions. 











The trade report of the Finance Department 
published in the Mainichi shows the exports 
and imports for November aggregated 15,556,397 
yen and 22,261,966 yen respectively, the excess 
ot imports over exports being 6,705.569 yen. 
Such large imports as this 22 millions in a 
single month have never been known before. 
Comparing the volume of foreign trade from 
January to November this year with that of last 
year, the following figures are obtained :— 





i897. 1896. 
Yen. Yen. 

Exports 146,859,205 103,070,653 

Imports 200,130,664, 572553052 





260,624,606 


Total ..s.eseseeeses 346,989,170 








Excessofimports, 53,271,459 + $4,483,298 

The rate of increase compared with the pre- 
vious year is therefore 42.5 per cent. for exports 
and 27 per cent for imports, 





There are now nine cement factories in the 
empire, according to the Hochi. They are 
called the Hokkaido, Asano, Mikawa, Aichi, 
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Tsunoda, Nippon, Osaka, Chuo, and Azuma. 
Business is chiefly carried on with a definite 
number of customers who sctas middlemen be- 
tween the manufacturers and the small retail 
dealers. The retail price of a cask (380 pounds) 
daring summer was seven yen, but it fell to five 
or six yen before October, and large orders 
have been filled at less than five yen. The 
largest demand was made in the spring by the 
Railway Bureau, the quantity ordered being 
100,000 casks. Next came orders from the 
Hokuyetsu Railway Company, which were 
scarcely less considerable in volume. The 
industry, on the whole, develops year by year. 
But the import of foreign cement during this 
year changed the general aspect of the home 
market, asthe quality of the imported article 
was very good. The total imports for this year 
are said to have reached 100,000 casks. 


The Hochi states that in spite of the general 
depression in trade applications are conslantly 
being received by the Government with regard 
to the organisation of new joint stock companies. 
Investigations show that the month in which 
the nomber of such applications was the 
smallest. was September. In many respects 
however, these applica:ions present very dif- 
feremt features. Formerly the capital applied 
for generally exceeded 100,000 yen, but at pre- 
sent it ranges in most cases from 10,000 yen to 
100,000 yeu, the latter limit being seldom passed. 
The principal aim of such companies in former 
times.was to engage in new enterprises, the 
foundations of which had to Be built. But the 
present craze seems to reach towards converting 
into companies businesses hitherto carried on 
by individuals or smaller concerns, Another 
new feature is that while most of the applica- 
tions for the organisation of joint stock com- 
panies used formerly to come from the Kwansai 
districts, they now arise in localities north 
east of Shizuoka. 





According tothe Nippon, a meeting of the 
Match Manufacturers’ Guild was held a few 
days ago in the foreign settlement, Osaka. A 
report was read stating that since Chinamen 
have begun to print Japanese trade marks 
and labels in Canton, which they affix to matches 
manufactured in China, the reputation of Japan- 
ese matches has been seriously impaired. A 
representation was made to the Agricultural 
and Commercial Department urging that steps 
should be taken to prevent the Chinese from 
indulging in these frauds, and a reply was.re- 
ceived to the effect that nothing could be done. 
A committee was appointed to investigate the 
matter, and communications were opened 
with the idea of establishing sole agencies in 
Shanghai, Hongkong, Amoy, Singapore and 
Bombay, to take charge of allinterests connected 
with the export trade. Commissioners were also 
chosen in Osaka and Kobe to be despatched 
to foreign countries for the purpose of studying 
the actual condition of the match trade, These 
persons will start early next spring. 








The Fomiuri states that Kuroda Riuhei, 
engineer employed by Tokyo Gas Company in 
the capacity of foreman of the and workship, 
shot himself the other day. The rash act was 
committed on account of his having made some 
miscalculation in regard to a plan for the 
extension of the Company's works, It seems 
that alterations having have made in the plans, 
additional expenses of 14,000 yen were necessi- 
tated, and the engineer feeling this to be a 
dishonour, resolved to cleav himself of his pro- 
fessional responsibility by death. “In this 
generation of corruption and immorality,” the 
Yomiuri adds, “ a man possessing such a noble 
spirit is seldom to be found. His deed may draw 
upon him the censure of shallow, incon- 
siderate thinkers, but to us his suicide renders 
him worthy to be called a man. 








On the 25th instant, loans issued by the Bank 
of Japan amounted to over three million yen, 
while notes above legal limit increased 
to 38,600,000 yen, the total issue of convertible 
notes aggregating 212 millions, The transfer 
of stock scems jo have been the chief factor in 





augmenting the volume of the Bank's paper. 
Subsequently the demand for loans increased 
considerably, Discounted foreign bills for the 
Specie Bank exceeded seven million ven, 80 
that the issue of notes above legal limit is now 
expected to reach 40 millions. Permission was 
obtained from the authorities on the 27th inst., 
however, to issue notes to the amount of 45 
millions, The total issue of loans by the Nippon 
Ginko for this period of the year will not fall 
short of 100 millions, showing an incréase of 15 
million yen over the previous year. 








The Agricultural and Commercial Depart- 
ment recently issued a notice to the effect tliat 
silver, copper, antimony, sulphide of antimony, 
and coal, upon which taxes are to be levied, will 
be assessed as follows :—Gold, 4.89 yen per 
momme; silver, 0.14 yen; copper, 25.30 yen 
per picul; antimony, 15.41 yen; sulphide of 
antimony, 926 yen.—The assessment of coal 
per 10,000 caities is fixed as follow: 
hump. 









Place of production. 
Tokagori, Fukuok. Prefectur 
Kurate, Fukuoka Prefectu 
Kaho, fukuoka Prefect. 
Wukuoka Prefecture 
ukuoks Prefectare 











Asatausa, Yamaguchi Prefect 
Iwashiro, Fukushima Prefectur 

Entab: shima Prefecture = 
Soracl aid. a798 
Yubari, ‘Hokkaido . 165 17.98 


The assessment of anthracite ranges from 
15.34 yen, 10 23.17 yen, Wakayama being the 
highest, Other mineral products not scheduled 
above, will be taxed in accordance with their 
market value. 


According to the F1#/, banks incorporated for 
the exchange of notes have hitherto been 18. 
Twelve other banks have now been added to the 
list, with the proviso that 10,000 yen in public 
bonds must be deposited by each according to 
the regulations of the corporation. 


The Fié states that kerosene oil imported in- 
to Kobe from January to December this year 
was as follows:—" Pine” brand, 1,657,392 
cases; ‘‘Anchor,” 123,789 cases; Sumatra, 
161,642 cases ; Chester, 147,904 cases; Tank, 
323,768 cases, 





Statistics compiled by the Saké Brewers’ Cor- 
poration in Osaka and published in the Osaka 
Asahi show that the amount of saké in Osaka 
on the rst December was 13,747 soku, in Kyoto 
21,516 Roku, in Nishihomiya 16,590 dokw, in 
Nada Higashigo 9,762 toku, in Nakago 17,688 
foku, in Nishigo 14.905 éoku, and in Veika- 
jima 12,600 kokw. 





Mr. Yokota Katsuzo, of Tokushima prefecture, 
remarks the Mippon, early distinguished him- 
selfas a zealous sericulturist. He deplored 
the shiftiess nature of persons who took part in 
the silk industry, which was then generally carried 
on as an additional occupation by farmers. 
Accordingly he devoted several years to per- 
fecting better processes for producing silk 
and eventually found himself reduced to extreme 
poverty. His efforts, however, were finally 
crowned with success, for he discovered a funda- 
mental secret of the industry, He saw that the 
successful development of silk worms depend- 
ed upon a regular supply of moisture and the 
retention of heat at a certain temperature. He 
accordingly planned a special rearing house for 
moths, and his system was put to the test seven 
times in Kami, Saitama prefecture, within three 
months—May to July—and each time proved 
satisfactory. He has obtained a patent for 
his rearing house. 








In Okumai, Kochi prefecture, lives a fish- 
monger named Fukuda Kazutaro, whose wile 
has been ill since last year. Her sufferings 
tendered her so lean and ghastly that she pre- 
sented the appearance of @ denizen of another 
world than this, A few days ago, asserts the 
Tokyo Asahi, the woman became deranged and 











attempted to kill all her children, She had 
succeeded in cutting off the head of the second 
son with a sword, and stabbing two daughters 
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when the eldest son sprang upon his mother 
and wrested the weapon away from her, 





The Finance Department has resolved to issue, 
twice a year, atrade report for Formosa, The 
returns for the first hall of this year were lately 
published as follows :—Exports 5,272,066 yen ; 
imports, 6,446,982 yen; excess of imports 
1,174,915 yen; export of bullion, 174,654 yen ; 
imports, 2,495,233 yew; excess of imports, 
2,320,579 yen. Bullion exported was entirely 
silver but imports included 3,533 ven of gold. 
The ports where imports and exports are un- 
dertaken are eleven in number, but those which 
realized over one million yen in trade were 
Tamsui and Anping only. 








CHRISTMAS DAY. 
eos 

A brilliant sun, flooding an almost cloudless 
sky, characterised Christmas Day in Yokohama: 
but this notwithstanding the air was rather 
shrewd and nipping. Skating was possible on 
the Y. S. C. pond under the Bluff in the early 
morning, and several enthusiasts essayed the 
venture. A large congregation gathered at 
Christ Church, Yokohama, where the service 
at Morning Prayer was specially bright and 
hearty. The Church, as usual, was nicely de- 
corated, having a cosy, Christmassy appearance, 
though, owing to the big fires and gas, the 
atmosphere was distressing to a degree, 


At one o'clock on Christmas Day 15 poor 
men sat down al the Seaman’s Mission to 
a bountifully supplied table, with grateful 
feelings towards those who, out of their abun- 
dance, had remembered their need. At 
six o'clock over sixty seamen partook of the 
annual Christmas dinner provided chiefly by 
ladies of the community, After dinner a varied 
programme of vocal and instrumeutal music 
was Carried ont to the satisfaction of all present. 
Belore separating the usual three cheers were 
given for those who provided the capital enter- 
tainment, 





A game between scratch teams of eight a side, 
captained by Messrs. W. Goddard and H. S. 
Goddard respectively, was played on the afier- 
noon of Christmas Day. During the first half, 
H.S, Goddard's got the best of the play 
by two goals to nif, one of the goals being ac- 
cidentally kicked through by W. Goddard’s 
goal, Morse. On changing ends, the latter eight 
also scored two goals, but just before time was 
called H. S. Goddard's forwards got the ball 
through again and the game ended with three 
goals to H. S, Goddard and two to W. Goddard’s 
side. Auother game is to be played this after- 
noon, kick off at 3 o'clock. 












FIRES IN VOKOHAMA. 
+ 

On the a3rd ult. at 6 p.m. fire broke out in a 
house occupied by Ikari Konnojd, porcelain 
dealer, at No. 1, Ichome, Bandai-cho, Yoko- 
hama, and four houses were destroyed. The 
origin of the fire was accidental. Another fire 
occurred on Friday morning at § o'clock in 
a house occupied by a farmer named Koiwai 
Ihei, No, 1,837, Ota, the flames being limited 
to the one house, which, was destroyed. 











Fire broke out on Tuesday morning at about 
2.30, in a house occupied by one Otani Sanno- 
suke, in 11, Chojamachi Ichome, Yokohama, 
Five or six small houses were burned to the 
ground and several others more orless damaged, 
before the flames were got under control by the 
police brigade at about 3.30, The origin of the 
fire has not yet been discovered. 

About a quarter past six on Tuesday evening 
fire broke out in a coach-house in Morton’s 
stable yard, on No. 118, Settlement. As 
soon as possible after the alarm was rung, 
Superintendent Morgin, with a party of 
men, one of the sleam engines and a sland 
pipe and hose reel, proceeded to the scene, 
where they found a detachment from = the 
branch station of the Yokohama Fire Brigade 
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at No. 107 already on the spot with stand pipe 
and hose, as well as some men of the 
Police Brigade. The blaze was very soon 
extinguished without the nce of the en- 
gine. The fire starled in a corner of the 
coach house, apparently from the outside, 
where it was evident thal the woodwork had 
been saturated with kerosene, and there can be 
little doubt that the fire was the result of a delibe- 
tale altempt to burn down the premises by some 
person outside, Fortunately the firemen were 
so promptly on the spot that the fire was ex- 
tinguished before it had a chance of obtaining 
a hold, and very little damage was done, but it 
shows that incendiaries are at work in the town 
and that extra precautions are necessary. With 
the present sysiem of police patrol—or rather 
absence of patrol—little protection can be ex- 
pected from that source, 








OLD SHRINES AND TREASURES. 





+ 
On the 15th instant the following by-laws for 
the enforcement of Regulations concerning the 
preservation of old shrines and temples were 
issued under Imperial Ordinance No, 446:— 
Aut. When national treasures are exhibited 
in a museum in accordance with Acticle VII. of 
the Regulations drawn up for the preservation of 
old shtines and temples, an overseer shall be 
appointed to take charge of such leas 
‘The overseer shall, subject to the Minister for 
Home Affairs, be responsible for all matters relat 
ing to the preservation of the treasures. 
Ait. IL—The overseer of national veasue 
a Government museum shall be appointed f 
fficials of sonin rank connected with the 























se of public museums the superintend- 
ent shall perform the duty of an overseer, 

Art. IIL. —The overseer is required to deposit a 
certain sum of money as personal security, in 
accordance with Imperial Notification No, 60 of 
the 22nd year of Afeiji and notification No. 4 of 
the 2ged year. 

Aut, IV.—Winen treasures are lost or damaged 
either purposely or through petfunctoriness, the 
overseer shall be held responsible, 

Art, V.—Aunnal subsidies will be granted in 
accordance with Acticle VIII, of the Old 
and ‘Temples Preservation Law. They will 
{rom two yen to filty yen for each object, 
amount shall be determined by the Minister, of 
Home Affairs. If any object is found to be of 
special value or importance, the Minister for 
Home Affairs may, upon making enquiries of the 
society organised for the preservation of old shrines 
and temples, grant a subsidy of over 50 yen but 
below 100 yen. 

Art, Vi—The expenses incurted in packing o1 
transporting Ueasures for exhibition shall” be 
defrayed by the museum in which they are ex 
hibited, ‘This provision will hold equally good in 
case of returning the same to the owner, 
VIL—When compensation is claimed in 
janee with Article XV. of the Old Shrines 
and Temples Preservation Law, the Minister for 
Home Affaits shall estimate the amount of com- 
pensation, and submit the question fur. discussion 
by the Council organised tor the preservation of 
temples. 

If the amount determined by the Council differs 
from the estimate presented by the Home Mini- 
ster, the latter shall cause the two amounts to be 
added together and then take the halfof the total, 

Act, VIII-—Rules other than these which may 
be necessary for the enforcement of the Old 
Shrines and Temples Preservation Law shall be 
determined by the Home Minister. 


























THE LATE MRS. SQUIRE. 
> Sane 

We are asked by Commander Squire \o ex- 
press his heartfelt thanks to all who attended 
the funeral of the late Mrs, Squire, and in 
other ways showed their kind sympathy on the 
occasion of her death and in connexion with 
her illness. 











London papers alleged on December ret, that 
China had agreed to cede to England a strip of 
territory near Hongkong, and all the surround- 
ing islands—Mirs Bay, we presume—in order to 
enable England to fortify them securely, and to 
increase the garrison at Hongkong. 
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KOREAN NOTES. 
ae ge 

The citizens of Sdul pay no taxes. 
Whatever be the area of a man’s property 
or the extent of his frontage, he is not 
required to contribute a cent towards the 
repair of the streets, the sanitation of the 
city, or any public purpose. The provin- 
cials find all the money required for such 
objects, It is a system conceived in the 
interests of the officials of the central 
government, who find it work very satis- 
factorily. 

The provincial Korean is said by recent 
travellers to be much better off than he is 
generally supposed tobe. He hasa con- 
siderable quantity of hard cash which he 
takes infinite pains to conceal from official 
eyes. His speciality in the way of a 
strong room during the winter is a hole in 
the ground in which he places his store of 
coins, Water is then poured in and the 
coins become embedded in a solid mass 
of ice. The process is completed as each 
addition is made to the store, and finally 
an ice safe results which defies thieves. 


The Peddlars Guild and the Righteous 
Army are acquiring something of their old 
popularity and influence in Korea. They 
are both among the very worst abuses of 
ante-reform days. In some directions, at 





m|all events, Korea is losing whatever pro- 


gress she made after the war between 
Japan and China. 


The Sdul-Chemulpo Railway is making 
rapid progress. About two thousand 
navvies are said to be working on the line, 
and it is expected that the grading will be 
finished in a couple of months. 


The Emperor of Japan sent an autograph 
letter of condolence to the King of Korea 
on the occasion of the State funeral of the 
late Queen, which was celebrated with so 
much pomp recently. 


All the Departments in Séul are now in 
telephonic connexion with the Palace. 








CHINESE NOTES. 
gees 

The separation of the offices of Chief Justice 

and Consul-General has uow taken place i 


Shanghai, Mr. G, Jamieson, C.M.G. being the 
new Consul-General. 





Chang Ju-mei is the new Governor of Shan- 
tng. He took over the seals of office on the 
Istinstant. The question is, will he be the last 
Chinese Governor of that province. 





The commissioners appointed to negotiate 
with the German Representative in Peking are 
Prince Ching and their Excellencies Li Hung-- 
chang and Chang Ying-huan, 





Talk is again heard of the dismissal of the 
German officers at Woosung, 


Shanghai's scarcity of silver lately received 
some relief by the importation of £135,000 worth 
in the Satsuma Maru and £100,000 worth in 
the Copiic. 


We extract the following paragraphs from the 
Report of the Zien-ssu-hui, or anti-foot-binding 
association :-— 


The keynote of this report must be thankfulness. 
We have not done so much but what we have done 
has been greatly prospered and we have so far 
succeeded beyond our most ardent hopes, when 
with some fear and trembling we formed ourselves 
into a Society on the 2nd of April, 1895. People 
doubted then whether it were worth while to form 
a Society to altempt such a Herculean task—whe- 
ther it were not a case of the egg beating agains 
therock. And many were the atiempistmade. ta 
turn us inte ridicule. Now uot only Englishmen, 
like the gentleman who at both of our public mee-t 
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ings has so kindly taken the chair for us, appland, 
but Chinese Hterati are writing a 
tracts, a Chinese 
with 





oot binding 
Viceroy is circulating one 
a preface of his own; a descendant of 
is collating and distributing our 

the leading Chinese perrodical 
our cause, an influential Clin 
jociety is established in 
Shangh: Hui, Bubbling Well 
Road, and best of all, ese ladies of distinc- 
tion are coming forward 10 found a school for 
xitls of the upper classes, the first rule of which is 
that all girls who enter it must be unbound. We 
tnust wot flatter ourselves that all of this has been 
brouglit about by our exertions, yet again and 
again we find Chinese men forward, be- 
cause they have read our publications. Mu. Chas, 
the Suilu Hsioyuan, whose appeal has been the 
ed of all our tracts, only wiote 
ading some of our literature, 
by the wailings of his little 
daughter whose feet were then beginning to be 
ney are long ago unbound.) Again 
hung, adescendant of Confucius, wrote 
have always had my unquiet thoughts 
about lootbindurg, and felt pity for the many sul- 
terers. Yet I could not venture to say it publicly. 
Now there are happily certain benevolent gentle- 
men and virtuous daughters ofability, wise daught- 
ers from foreign lands, who have initiated a truly 
noble enterprise. They have addressed our 

mated exhortations and founded a 
je prohibition of foot-binding. They 
guishing a pernicious custom.” He 
Za book from the best of our state- 
ments in order to circulate it, and adds :—" All 
who are interested in social questions, important. 
in our time, will, | am sure, be glad to see this 
enterprise advancing.’ if 
Me. Chao has stated a 
ciety at Snifu, Mr. Mei another in Chungking, 
and his brother again another at Chanchow, all led 
in part atleast by our efforts. ‘I 
others in this vast empite of,which we have not yet 
heard. 

At Kiuki the American Methodists cau show 
about fifty Chinese girls stepping firmly on their 
pretty feet, not tv speak of women whom they have 
ed to upbind, whilst from Chinkiang our en= 
local Secretary writes :— 
foot-binding sentiment with 












































































ed about anything t 
of the Lord was inthis moven This but a short 
nce it was a tabooed subject even amongst 
tians and efforts to create a sentiment against 
tom in the native Church were vegarded 
difference, while as for taking any action 
on the subject that was out of all reason ! Unbind- 
ing the feet of elderly women was considered worse 
then preposterous—an absolute cruelty. 
All Uns is changed, Action has been taken 
and asule enacted that no preacher shall m 
a bound-footed woman wor shall he bi 
daughters’ feet nor betroth his sons to bor 
ed women. A sentiment sufficient to bring forth 
the afesaid rule has not only been created bit 
i as been made to keep it alive and in- 
ful by a 
n with the yearly conferences. ‘The 
Il this was largely due to the natives 

































themselves. 

‘A memorial to the Emperor of China was drawn 
up by Dr. Fryer, and signed by a thousand foreign 
ladies residing in the East and on behalf of 15,000 
womenof the International of Europe and 
Dr. Fryer wrote :— It is copied out on 
gold paper, and mounted in the most tasteful and 
Becoming way that money and native talent could 
command, It is plain but good work, and is in 
itself a master-piece of Chinese composition, 
caligraphy, aud mounting. The wiiting is 
on eight pages, and it folds up in a space 
of 5$X 10} +} in, The memorial was for- 
warded by the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Colonel Denby, tothe Tsungli Yaméu, who veplied 
that it was a very difficull matter to present to the 
Emperor, and that they would therefore prefer to 
keep it on th On Cole Denby 
bringing Guther pressure to bear he seems to 
Ihave been successful in getting the memorial 
duly presented, for although no official notice of 
this has yet reached our Society a Chinese gentle 
men says he himself has seen the foreign ladies’ 
memorial the Imperial Palace, which shows 
that the Emperor las seen it. He also adds 
that he knows that the Emperor disapproves of 
foot-binding. 

Arce any Chinese women’s feet unbound in_con- 
sequence of the exertions of foreigners? Yew! 
But no more than European ladies are they going 
to walk barefoot through the streets to convince 
doubters. And what is far more important, nun 
vers upon oumbers of little girls remain une 
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bound in missionary schools at Amoy, Hangchow, 
and all up and down the iver. And at parties 
ladies, who as fat as we know are untouched by 
Christ ces, yet show with pede their sult 
footed little gitls, say My old people bound 
my feet, but 1 will never bind hers.” [tis the 
upper circles of China who ave giving up binds 
the man on the street yet binds, aud loves bound 
feet, just as in Singapore all the Steaits-born 
Chinese have cast off binding, if it be not the very 





ue 















poorest of the poor, Whilst Hongkong has 
never punished fvotbinding under the Act for 
the preve: of ceuelty to children the practice 





is already greatly diminishing there. There ace, 
however, doubters, if you wish to know, whether il 
is worth while, quite worth whilr, to give a small 
contribution, yet millions of little gitls suffering 
such torture a5 we hope you wever felt, from this 
hideous, cruel custom, for the Chinese praverl 
still holds tue :— Bor each pair of small feet 
there has been shed a whole dong full of tear 

re is much yet to do, millions of suffe: 
little ones yet to relieve, but we are thankful far 
the feeling alveady aroused, It is feeling that 
makes or mars a nation 





















“A despatch from Peking,” says the W.-C. 
Daily News,‘ states that two Djiggits, or Cos- 
sack couriers, in charge of Russian mail matier 
forthe Legation at the capital, were attacked by a 
gang of bandits on the way from T‘ungchou to 
Peking in broad daylight, The Cossacks open- 
ed fire upon their assailants and wounded two, 
whereupon the rest decamped. It appeaied 
that the bandits had been on the track of a 
Tientsin trader who had with him several boxes 
of sycee, The man learning at T'ungchou that 
he was tracked, escaped by a ruse, and the 
robbers seeing the Cossacks’ cart mistook it for 
their intended victim’s vehicle, with the above 
result, The ¢épao of the ward where the attempt- 
ed robbery took place failed to report the affair 
to his superior, the sub-prefect of Tungchou, 
who was naturally ignorant of the whole thing 
until the Tsungli Yamén, which had been 
formed by the members of the Russian Lega- 
tion, wrote to the Taotai and ordered the 
punishment of the local officials, The resuk 
was that the éépao received 1,000 blows and the 
sub- Prefect had a black mark recorded against 











NEWS OF THE WEEK. 
Sg 
Three German coasting téaaela; the Swavow, 
Quarta, and Loyal, have been chartered by the 
German Government for one year for the pur- 
pose of conveying coals and stores to the navy 
and troops at Kiao-chon. 





It is reported that the Russian Marine Depart. 
ment has placed orders with firms on the Tyne 
for two 38-knot torpedo-boats. Each boat will 
be propelled by 12 screws—three screws toa 
shaft. —— 

The Reverend Mother of the Convent, Yoko- 
hama, presents the Compliments of the Season 
with her best thanks to all the kind subscribers 
who sent her the sum of $228 towards the 
Christinas treat for her many poor orphans. 


The Pacific Cable company of New York 
announces that its proposed cable will connect 
San Francisco with the Hawaiian islands near 
Honolulu, Japan and Australasia, The surveys 
for the cable between the coast of California 
and the Hawaiian islands are highly satisfactory, 
and arrangements are being made for the 
establishinent of that section within eighteen 
months. 





The Macao Independente claims that in the 
partition of China Portugal should have as her 
share at least the whole of the island of which 
Macao forms part. Our contemporary urges 
the importance of Portugal's being permanently 
represented at Peking, and, in view of the 
present situation, recommends that the Governor 
of Macao, who is also Minister to China, should 
at once be ordered to Peking or that another 
Minister should be appointed. 


It is said that Dr, Alexander Edington, 
bacteriologist to the Cape of Good Hope Govern. 
ment, has found that the blood of animals affect- 
ed by rinderpest, when treated with citric acid 














and for such a time as to jure the death of 
the contagium, will, when injected, immunize 
all animals exposed to infection, Dr. Edington 
has practiced his protective injection on several 
large herds, and always with satisfactory results, 
the largest mortality having been a little over 3 
per cent, or eight animals in a herd of 234. 


Typhoid fever, we “regret to say, is very pre- 
valent in Yokohama. There are several cases 
in Japanese town and two foreign residents who 
entered the General Hospital on the Bluff this 
week are thought to be sickening for it. Diph- 
theria is also very rife among the Japanese 
Yokohama, — 

OF the representatives of the payers of the 
highest amount of national taxes who sit in the 
present Parliament, Mr. Nozaki Bukichi, af 
Okayama Prefecture, is reported by the Vomiurt 
to occupy the most conspicuous position, b 
nual payments amounting to 8,707 yen. 
comes Mr. Sumitomo Ki yemon, of Osaka, 
with 6,787 yen. He is followed by Mr. Igarashi 
Jinzo, of Niigata, who pays 4,102 yen. Mr. 
Kayeda, of Kagoshima, is represented as rank- 
ing lowest, paying but 520 yen annually. 














The French Chamber of Deputies is con- 
sidering a project for making Paris a seaport by 
a canal from Rouen to Paris along the valley of 
the Seine. It will be about 20 feet deep, and 
serve for all vessels which arrive at Rouen. It 
will end in a large dock at Clichy, Paris, and the 
engineer, M. Bouquet de la Grye, estimates the 
cost at 150 million francs, or six millions ster- 
ling. He proposes to carry out the scheme by 
a public company with a concession of 99 years, 
and to finish the work for the great Exhibition 
of 1900 if he is allowed to begin at once. 








The great “meteorite” which Lieutenant 
Peary brought home froin Greenland, but which 
Nansen regards as of terrestrial, not celestial, 
origin, is a block of a dull blue colour, weigh- 
ing from 50 to go tons according to various 
estimates, lt is about 10 feet long by 8 feet 
wide and 6 feet thick. Analysis shows it to 
consist of 92 per cent. of iron, and 8 per cent. of 
nickel. Even if the block proves a bogus 
meleorile, it is still interesting as a geological 
specimen, and, moreover, Lieutenant Peary 
did not go so far north merely to bring it home, 
but also to prepare for his coming altempt to 
reach the Pole. 


Speaking at Dublin recently, Lord Charles 
Beresford said Irishmen were not understood 
properly by Englishmen, But of one thing 
there was no doubt—the military capability uf 
Irishmen. Wellington, Wolseley, Roberts, Kit- 
chener, and Sir George White were names well 
known in England on account of the military 
prowess they hed displayed. Again, in the 
famous charge of the Gordon Highlanders at 
Dar heights, it, was curious to find that 
among the killed were many Irish names, while 
the piper who continued playing after he was 
shot through the legs rejoiced in the Irish name 
of Findlater. That man was recommended 
for the Victoria Cross, and it was hoped that 
he would get it. 





Mark Twain's new book is graced with more 
maxims from Pudd'nhead Wilson’s notebook: 
Here are three :— 

“Grief can take cate of itself; but to get full 


value of a joy you must have somebody to divide 
it with,” 


“Man is the only animal that blushes. Or 
needs to.” 
“Everything tiuman is pathetic, ‘The secret 


source of humour itsell 1s a 
‘There is wa humour in heaven. 

The last gives usa glimpse of the Mark Twain 
whom so few persons know—the Mark Twain 
who once gave it as his chief ambition to write 
a new life of Christ, 


Dut sorrow, 





joy, 





The French have a decidedly practical way 
af looking at new methods of locomotion. No 
sooner was the bicycle established than a large 
revenue-producing tax was imposed on it, and 
now it has been decided by the French anthor- 
ities to impose a tax on motor cars, the tax ap- 
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parently varying in different parts, according to 
the density of the population, In the large 
Centres of population the tax will be somewhat 
a serious item, and in Paris it amonnts to $12 on 
vehicles for two passengers and $20 on larger 
vehicles. Itis curious that at the same time 
that this tax is being imposed it is also being 
proposed that subsidies should be granted to 
public services of motor cars, 

The troubles of Lieutenant M. J. O'Brien of 
the Romeyn scandal and other notoriety, says 
the San Francisco Chronicle, have finally led to 
his resignation from the Army. O’Brien was 
one of the brightest men in his class at West 
Point, and on that account, and becanse of 
professional services, he was sent to Japan to 
represent the Government during the late war. 
Peremptorily recalled from that sphere of duty 
and interrupted in the writing of his report at 
Washington by orders to rejoin his company, 
nothing farther was heard of him until the 
Romeyn affair occurred. Lately he was absent 
from his command a week without leave and 
this made a court-martial so imminent that he 
chose to go back to private life. He now in- 
tends to go to the Far East as a war-correspon- 
dent, should the troubles there lead to the out. 
break of hostilities, 

“The completion of the trans-Siberian Rail- 
ways,” says an exchange, ‘seems likely to be 
deferred to a much later date than waa at one 
time supposed. From Vladivostock to Khaba- 
rovka, a distance of something under 500 miles, 
the line is open; but the rolling-stock is very 
Poor, and the traffic is worked very slowly. The 
section from Khabarovka to Stretensk, a dis- 
tance of 1,340 miles, has notyet been touched. 
From Stretensk to Lake Baikal the line is open 
and the trains are transported across Lake Baikal 
in the summer on two large ferry steamers built 
by Armstrongs. In Western Siberia there are 
still two large gaps in the line. There is some 
doubt now whether the line will be carried 
through Manck after all. The original 
surveyors reported that as the country at the 
western end was mostly a plain, the construction 
there would be very easy; but it is found now 
that this plain is full of swamps, and is intersect- 
ed by rivers whose beds are very capricious, and 
a great part of the line will have to be carried 
on bridges, whose consiruction will be exces- 
sively costly; while at the eastern end there is 
some very heavy tunnelling. It is considered 
doubtful now whether the line can be completed 
in ten years from the present time.” 


























CORRESPONDENCE. 
SeiaaeSe ES 
“ JAPANESE PROVERBS AND IDIOMS.” 


To tHe Epiror or tne 'JAran Matt.” 
Sir,—I have to thank the author of the review 
in your issue of yesterday for his valuable additions 
tomy "Sprichworter,” and also for the apprecia- 
tive remarks he has bestowed on the collection, 
In some cases; it is true, the instances cited in the 
review were no novelties to me, but had already 
found their place in the collection, although in a 
slightly different form, as in the case of hyakuryd 
no kata ni amigasa ikkai (in my collection ns senryo 
no kata ni kasa ikkai) ; or of inyoshi no mi none shi- 
rasu (in my collection as onydshi mi no ue shirazu; 
onydshi being the more usual pronunciation of 
EBS i) 5 pomuru hitowa kau tameshi nathi (in 
my collection in the completer form, skinamono x0 
hometaru hito ni kau dameshi nashi) ; hito no taka- 
va wo kazoeru (in my collection as tonari no takava 
wo kazoeru yi—which form is pechaps more in use 
nthe other). In Japanese proverbs synonyms. 
¢ hito and tonari, ar iro aud koi are sometimes 
interchangeable, and it has been my special care 
to point out the cases where such interchange can 
take place; that a few such cases should have 
escaped my attention is perhaps, after all, not so 
much to be wondered at. As to hito wa mikake 
ni yaranu mono, which also is cited as missing, it 
will be found in the collection under 694. But for 
all that I most willingly acknowledge the fact that 
the majority of instances was unknown to me, 
and that by offering them the veviewer has laid 
me under an obligation. 
As to the statement that the collection is not 
“exhaustive,” it certainly is quite correct, 





























Go 





how could this first attempt to bring out acollece 
tion of Japanese proverbs and figurative expres- 
sions, be reasonably expected to be th like 
exhaustive? For it ought to be well borne in 
mind that the Japanese themselves have nothing 
of the kind, and that the collection in quest 
presents indeed the very first attempt to give, if 
hot an exhaustive, at least a more or less compre- 
hensive collection of Japanese proverbs and idioms, 
To have delayed publishing till the collectio 
was quite complete and perfect, would have been 
very much the same as never to publish it at all. 
The only merit the collection claims is to have 
materially facilitated the work of future collectors 
by clearing the ground. I thought indeed that in 
Lhe preface of the “Sprichwarter,” especially 
p. VIL, Thad already said all (hat was necessary 
to remove any doubt as to the question whether the 
collection was intended to be exhaustive or not. 
Yours sincerely, P. EHMANN. 
Tokyo, 17th December, 1897. 


{It is to be observed that the frst four proverbs referred to by 
Professor Eh being in bls collection, have not yet been 
1¢ Second volume of his book taking us 
We, of course, criticized what has been actu 
ally published only. With regard to Hite wa mikake ni yerans 
mono, we have to ayologise: it escaped our attention. ror 
the fest, we have only to repeat our admiration for Mr. 
Ehmann’s excellent wotk.—Eo, J.B.) 



































VANDALISM, 
To THE Eptior oF THe “ JaPAN Mast.” 

Six,—I write to you concerning an abuse which, 
it seems to me, cries for tediess, This is not any- 
thing of a political, or the like kind, but has re= 
ference to the ruthless, barbarous, truly inexcusable 
and even criminal defacement of the scenery of 
this district of Japan—a string of lakes on the 
side of Fujissan just opposits to Hakone, the finest 
scenery that I have seen in the country alter having 
travelled thousands of miles e interiors and 
destined, I believe, iv time, to be the great summer 
resort of the main island of Japan—defacement 
due to the reckless felling of trees now going on. 
Defacement which will become destruction, so 
far as beauty of landscape is concerned. 
stop be put the denudation of the pli 
mountain sides before it is too late, 
til the Restoration and some 
when the inhabitants learned that the old check 
had been relaxed, the ees were most carefully ve 
spected, but since then cutting has become more 
and mote reckless, till now it goes on in a way 
that would scarcely be believed. 

The finest tees—those forming features of the 
landscape—are cut down without hesitation for a 
few feet of the timber, and the rest is left to rot on 
the ground, It may scarcely seem credible, but it 
is a fact that I have known a man in this district to 
cut down a fine chestnut tree to save himself the 
trouble of climbing for the nuts, or obiaining them 
in any othee way When asked what he would 
do for chesnuts next year if all behaved like him, 
he replied that ‘he did not know where he would 
be next year, or if te would be dead or alive.” In 
nocase are young trees planted to replace a mature 
tree cut dow on the other band, young 
trees, growing naturally, are tuthlessly sacrificed 
if it is thought convenient, Thus a young hinoki 
is cut down for every few bearing poles made, and 
the manufacture of such poles is one of the indus- 
tries of the district. 

What makes the thing worse than it would 
otherwise be is that most of this wood is stolen, all 
but a small part of the forest belonging, to the 
Imperial Household Department 

About two years ago an attempt, in which [took 
some part, was made to have this state of affairs 
altered. Some half-a-dozen or so of men of the 
Motosu District were arrested and punished. This 
put a partial check to the thieving for some little 
time, but now it is cartied on more impudently 
than ever, Even as I write, looking over Shoji- 
take, I see men cutting down tees in the forest of 
the Imperial Household Departinent close by the 
water's edge, whilst boat load after boat load of the 
wood is carried across the lake to the village, 
having alteady been blocked out for the making of 
bearing poles, clogs (geta), chopsticks (ashi), &c. 
There iso attempt at concealment. ‘The whole 
thing is carried on as if it were a legitimate 
industry. 

Now the forest would undoubtedly be none the 
worse for thi if the selection of trees were 
judiciously carried out, and if—as is, I believe, in 
accordance with the law—four saplings were 
planted for every mature tree felled, the process 
ight go on indefinitely. 

The people absolutely need wood for at least some 
purposes, and [ do not think that the poor should 
be made to suffer even for the preservation of fine 
scenery, if there is no alternative; but in this case 



























































































But 


there are two things to be considered, Oneis that 
it would cost the people very little more trouble to 


gle 





cut discriminately than to cut recklessly, and that 
the cost of the saplings would be a mere trifle; 
another is that people are at pre 
goose that lays the golden eggs, inasmuch as 
that, if things go on as at present, there will be no 
trees for the next generation to fell, either ata 
feasable distance from the villages or from sites 
where new villages would be built. 

T made a series of photographs of these parts 
about 4 years ago, generally taking advantage of 
some of the fine old trees to form foregrounds or 
framing for the magnificent views of Fuji-san th 
are to be had from so many points in these dit 
tricts, In the case of many of these it would now 
be impossible to tell where they were taken from. 

What I have said applies to all the lake di 
teicts, but the greatest sinners are the people of 
Motoso, where the landscape has been entirely 
changed during the past four years. ‘The people 
of Shoji were qu bad till a few years back, 
when they greatly reduced the amount of fellis 
by the water's edge, and carried their depred: 
ti into the interior of the forest, where the de+ 
facement of the scenery is not so patent, 

‘What are the proper steps to be tal 
stop to this most shameful state of affairs Ido wot 
kuow, but surely if the case comes to the knowledge 
of the public something will be done to preserve 
to the country one of the most beautiful districts of 
lake and virgin forest to be found in any part of 
the world. 


I remain, Sir, yours &c., 








































to put a 











W. K. BURTON. ° 
Shoji, Yamanashi-ken, Dec. 16th, 1897. 


FOOTPATHS AT MIYANOSHITA. 


‘To rue EpiTor oF THe “JAPAN Matt.” 

Sin,—Will you kindly allow mea small space 
in order to suggest the desirability of (aking 
some steps for oper some of the less fr 
quented footpaths 
noshita? The same thing was done at Kai vizawa 
during the last two summers with excellent results, 

at very snvall expense. 
Pethaps the finest walk m the neighbourhood of 
Miyanoshita is from the top of the Otome-toge 
along the extreme ridge of the hills to the Fukara- 
toge at the end of the Hakone lake, crossing the 
Nagao-toge about midway. ‘The traces of a path 
till visible here and there, but in many places it 
is almost impassable, owing to long giass and 
thorny scrub. All that is required is to cut this 
down to a width of 4 or 5 feet. 

Another path which tequices very Ute more 
than grass-cutting is from the Otome-toge towards 
the summit of Kintoki-zan. In one place a short 
length of chain would be a convenience, butis not 
a necessity, This path would afford a pleasi 
alternative route by which to retuen to Miyano- 
shita after visiting the Otome-toge. 











































Kami-yama affords one of the finest views in 
the neighbourhood, Lut the first half of the ascent 
from Vu-no-hana-zawa is through the longest and 
closest grass, and the remainder through the 
thorniest jungle to be found anywhere in the 
district, 

Other routes might be suggested, m 
the tea-house on Sengen-yaina along the vidge 
towards Yumoto in the other direction. 

Even where there is no “scrub” (expressive 
word!) long grass can be extremely unpleasant 
especially after rain or heavy dew. I have fre 
quently been drenched to the shouldeis, where a 
path mown 3 or 4 feet wide would have let m. 
pass through dr d if that sort of thing is 
agreeable for knickerbockers, how much the worse 
for petticoats! 

If Me, Yamaguchi would kindly undertake to 
obtain the necessary permission from the land= 
ownet id to set a few coolies to work, the ex= 
pense would soon be defrayed by a subscription 
which need not exceed 1 yen per h id which 
would, I think, be cheerfully contributed by some 
of the more active of his pedestrian guests. Per 
haps some of his Cluistmas visitors will start the 
movement, and I, for one, shall be glad to contri+ 
bute my share. 







































Yours tuuly, 
W. SILVER HALL. 











A St. Petersburg correspondent telegraphs 
understand that the Minister of Marine ha: 
ordered eleven vessels belonging to the Black Sea 
Squadron to be held ready, in a full-equipped 

hese ships are the first-class batileships 

















Catherine /T., Tchesmé, Georgi Pobiedonosets (Ge- 
ovge the Victorious),and Tria Sviatitelia (Three 
Saints); the torpedo gunboats Captain: Sakene, 
Griden, Karsarky; the training-ships Pruts, 
Dunestre, and Beresan; aud the transport Gonets, 
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U.S. CONSULAR COURT. 


DRS Pau 
(Before F. J, Gower, Esq., Consul-General and 
Judge, sitting with Associates.) 
Tuurspay, Dec, 23a. 





HAY GersUs THB AMBRICAN TRADING COMPANY. 

In the U.S, Consular Court ov Thursday mor: 
'. Gowey, Cansul-General 
Judge, proceedings were resumed in the suit of A. 
Stanley Hay versus the American Trading Cur 
pany, for libel, claiming damages to the amou 
of yen 10,000, which was adjourned from the pre- 
vious day, Messis, Varnum and H. J. Davis 
were the Associate: 
. Litchfield appeared for the plaintiff and 
Me. Lowder for the defendant company. 

Ou the re-opening of the Cout, Mr. Lowder 
said he had one of two more questions to pul to 
the plaintiff. 

Plaintiff—I saw a partial satement of accounts 
made by the American Trading » June last. 

Mr. Lowder—A complete account could not be 

made up by the company until your statement was 
in, could it ?—We should have fixed it up together. 
Interest was a small amount, 
Lowder—Have not the American Trading 
Co. entered an action suing you for the amount 
due ov the commissions received by you 7—Yes, 
such a suit has been started, 

Mi. Lowder—Are you ready and willing to pay 
the amount to the Trading Co. P—Yes, when they 
are ready to pay fies 
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not you see by the statement 
of account of the defendant cor y that there 
was nothing due to you ?—No ; and that’s why I 
wanted estigated by the Court. 

Mr. Litchfield asked that the peti 
the suit referred to, by the Ameri 
‘rading Com against plaintiff, be put in, 
His Honour said that certified copies of the 
same might be pul in as exhibits. 

Kobayashi Beika, called and examined by 
Mr, Litchfield—I am a Japanese subject. At the 
fall of this year I made translation of a Japanese 
advertisement for Me. Hay. [tis marked g and 
the date of the journal is 22nd August 1897. (Wit 
ness then read out the advertisement in Japanese.) 
The English versio —" There is a person of 
the name of A. S. Hay; although he was formerly 
connected with this company, owing to dishonest 
conduct, this connection was’ severed. Although 
she person advertises himself on the preceding 
an t of a pump manufactuer, 
feline 90 authority ot right to do so, and if 
the said person again or persistently conti- 
nue dishonest conduct he will be dealt 
‘The heading 
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Pp: 
Tha: is a literal transcript 


Yokohama, 17 Kobe. 
1 the Engineering Fournal 


of the advertise: 
of 22nd August, 1897. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lowder—On page 10 
of the Kogyo Zasshi of 220d August there is an 
advertisement purporting to be issued by E, or 
ALS. Hay. Itis an advertisement with reference 
to the Worthington duplex pumps. In the adver. 
tisement Mr. Hay is described as being the sole 

agent in Japan for these pumps, On page 8 of the 
same exhibit there is an adveitisement in which 
the Amer 
sole agents 
Company. 

Mr. Lowder then cross-exau 
several of the ideographs cont 


















ined witness on 
wed in the adver- 
df 








sho misrepresentation, and 
sa fraudulent or deceitful. In this particular place 
it is a matter of argument whether the character 
sa does not mean both deceitful and fraudulent. 
of the 






colloquial Jap 
wdictionmy. tis considered to be 
. through in a great number of his 
ious I disageee with him, Nevertheless he 


T have Capt. 
Brinkley’ 








is certainly an authority that I should bow to; but |i 





from certain notes I have n from his dice 
tionary [should say that it was not aulirely, 
written or revised by himself.  (Captai 
ley’s dictionary put in and seferved to) ‘The sa in 
the word sa-bo is the same as 
have translated as fraudulent. The sa here means 
deceit or deception, Brinkley translates sa-bo as 
deceptive device, strategy, etc. Turning to the 
word sa-byo, same page, the sa here is the same as 
the sa in sa sho in the advertisement. In this case 
Brinkley gives the meaning of sa as feigned, and 
the word sa byo is feigned sickness. I understand 
fraud to be some deception practised on a third 


party—some deceptive act by which ee Parties 


































the head office in New York, to Mr. Hay, verbally, 
1 did not give him a copy of the letter. Ihe matters 
contained in the letter were of great importance 
both to the company and to Mr, Hay. I did not 
write to him on the subject, but’ interviewed him. 
My head office did not tell me whether the Wore 
thington Company were negotiating with Mr. Hay 
for a renewal of his agency. Shortly previous to 
195 there was a change in the discounts 
and prices of the Worthington Company. [learn 
ed that from the head office, I communicated 
the change to Mr. Hay. Atthe interview of May 
6th, Mr. Morse, Mr. Hay and myself were pre- 
sent. We asked Mr. Hay certain questions 
about the business and whether he had written 
personal letters asking for, or receiving, commise 
sions. He said no, he had not asked for or received 
commissions and had had no personal correspon- 
dence on the subject of the conversation, The 
subject of the conversation with limited to his re- 
engagement. the conversation on May rth 
Uh s was raised. He denied 
having received any remuneration. I cannot re- 
ember when it was Mr, Hay showed me his sav- 
gs bank book. The $3,200 commission of the 
Ingersol Co. was paid over to me by Mr. Hay on 
May 18th, I asked him for it between the 13th 
id the day he paid it, [told him [ wanted the 
money, I think he first said he would get it from 
the bank at once; he did not object to pay it be- 
fore the end of bis agreement, The machinery 
on which the Ingersol commission was paid went 
forward Wirough our import department, The 
usual practice was to show on the invoice the dis- 
counts allowed, No trade disco: had been 
deducted in this invoice. 

Re-examined by Mr, Lowder==[ remember 
receiving a letter dated Feb. 16th from the head 
office regarding the Ingersol ‘order. 

Clarence T, Marshal Mart 
Lowder—I ama British subject ave spent 
most of my life in Japan, Twas eight years in the 
Local Japanese Court, and eight in the Supreme 
Court, Tokyo, and have made a study of Japanese. 
The heading dairi sasho means "* false representa- 
tation of agency think “fraudulent” would 
be too strong, The would sasho appears in the 
Penal Code of Japan, I have myself revised a 
translation of the Penal Code, Article 214 of 
the Code contains e word sasho and is 
there translated false, in connection with name 






















































or title. Iw article 82 sasho appears 
against five times ina line and is interpreted i 
all instances “false” In article 202 it also ap- 


pears and is translated as “unduly.” The word 
sasho is made up of two characters sa and sho—to 
make words, or make up, Witness then quoted 
from Japanese writers‘of a hundred years ago and 
an classics on the meaning of the characters 
erik where i it is used to describe “ pretend ” o 
“Tei I ible to translate sasho as 
the meaning too much. 
Sugi is the term in the Penal Code, 
Fraud cannot be expressed without sa and gi in 
conjunction, in the accepted form in the Courts, 
schools, etc. I should translate the word 
fuse’ as improper, incorrect. It would be 
exaggeration to translate it dishonesty, in this 
context, The term fused occurs in the offic 
cial wanslation of the Commercial Code of Japan. 
Itis there translated * incorrectly? in Att. 257. 
In Art. 278 in the Penal Cade fused is translated 
“illegally” and in Art, 309 " through 
fault; in Act. 3tg, ¢ 
wanted to say dishonest I should say fushii 
In expressing strong terms in Japanese two char- 
acteis are generally used, Szichodu would also 
represent “dishonest.” [should never use fused 
to express “ dishonesty,” but should use a stronger 
term. The translation of the advertisement shown 
me is correct. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lowder—Iu the trans- 
lation of the terms given I 
usual significations given 


















dutent, it 
























It is certainly old 
ed as an authority, [tis founded 
mostly on Chinese. H+ translates fushojikt as 
dishonest. “Those are the characters I should use 
Ido not recall 








ny 
af any employé. 
I recognise him as au authority on the Japanese 


T never saw Gubbin’s dictionary. 


language, In combination, the character sa gene- 
tally implies deceit. 

At this stage the hearing was adjourned till 
2 p.m. 

Upon the proceedings being resumed at 2 pam, 
Mr. Lowder called— 

Uokichi Ozawa, who, depnsed—I am an 
official of the Yokolwma Local Court. I 
began my study of English under an Ameri« 
can teacher at the of age I am now 28 


rat old, graduated tu 2887 at the Tokyo 





| Hay. 










Middle School and afterward studied Engl 
der Dr. Eby, Mr. Eastlake and Me. Summe: 
1888 I passed the examination for entr 

English Law College under the Educati 
partment and graduated there three or (our years 
afterwards. Twas then appointed, in 1891, a 
clerk in the Yokohama Court and was promoted 
to English interpreter and translator in 1892. I 
have also taught English in schools, and have 
made a special study of philology. I translate 





Dajri Sasho as “false vepresentation of agency.” 
If I meant to say fraudulent misrepresenta- 
1 was 


tion I should say daivi sagitake kosho. 
1 Court this morning when Mr. M 
evidence and paid particular atten 

ngs he gave for sasho. 
ion he pave of sasho, as false, in the Articles in the 
Code, quie proper. I agree with him 
ion of the component parts of sasho. 
I don't think I could express “ fraudulent’? con- 
duct without using sagiv I agree with what Mr. 
Mart said with reference to the classic 
works le quoted. He gives the ideograph sa as 
a wasteful lie. In sagi the ideograph sa means 
deceptive and gi falsetiood. ‘he distinction in 
Japanese between fraud and falsehood is that 
fraud’ is falsehood profitable to oneself or 
hurtful, to another, while falsehood need 
not necessarily be either. I am not prepared to 
give a quotation from any other classics on the 
definition, but Dé, Legge in the Contuci 







































lects, first volume, tri “owing to the 
conduct of you being deceitful,” the word 
deceitful is rendered by sa. The word fusei 


which occurs twice, is very indefinite and 
is only from the context that one can gather what 
is the me: meant. In the context of the 
advertisement it could not be used as dishonest, 
except at the writer’s own risk, I should translate 
fea representation as sagi sake dairi kosho. 
‘The Japanese equivalent of improper conduct 
would lee Fubitoie or fusei. Fusei no okonai as 
given by Hepburn for improper conduct is right, 
ouly we add the kana. 

Crossexamined by Mr. Litchfield—The first 
given in Hepbuen’s dictionary for fuses 
is unjust.’ 
mercial Code, under bankruptcy, in Articles 257 
and 1064, but I do not know whether the trans- 
lation is correct. * 

Re-examined—After comparing the defendant's 
English translation of the alleged libel with the 
original in the Kogyo Sasho witness said—I think 
itis a correct translation 

C. R. Morse, examined—I am President of the 
American Trading Co., the defendants in this ac- 
tion, About the end of last year I was in New York, 
aud in consequence of information I obt 

tructed Mr. Shaw to write @ letter, da 
January, to Mr. Stone, T returned to Yoko! 
in March 1897. I instructed Mr, Stone to ask 
Mr, Hay whether he intended to continue with us 
after the expiration of his contract. [had heard 
in New York that he intended to leave us at the 
expiration of his contract. I also told Mr. Stone 
Lad heard Mr. Hay had asked for and re- 
ved commissions from firms filling our orders. 
[wanted to know at once if Mr, Hay meant to 
leave as as in that case we should have to obt 
another engineer. Mr, Stone told me that Mr. 
Hay had stated emphatically that he had neither 
applied for received commissions from 
s for which he was agent. [ remember the 
interview which took place on 11th May with Mr, 
I asked him whether he had seceived any 
commissions, rebate, or salary from any of the firms 
which had executed our orders, and he replied 
not one cent.” Ttold hi hat Thad heard in New 
York that he had written to the Worthington Co, 
claiming 5 per cent. commission on all orders from 
us, to be paid to his brother in Philadelphia, 
He said he had not made such ademand. Ithen 
told hint I wanted a definite answer as to whether 
he was willing to re-engage. He said he wanted 















































































me to communicate with I asked 
him if he had not alveady done so and he said he 
had, and expected an answer by the next steamer, 
Utold him there were two or three steamers due 
and I would give him till the rst June for his reply, 
ion that he would at once write me a letter 
g to give me his reply on or before the Ist 
fe. [did not receive any replythe next day, the 
ind learned that Mr. Hay had gone to 
‘that day I learned that Mc, Hay had 
















Tokyo, 
received a very large commission on our acco 





and Linsteucted Mr. Stone to withdraw the offer 
he had made to Mr. Hay on the gth May. ‘The 
same day Lwentto the U.S, Consulate and filed 
an affidavit, as I was leaving that day for Kore: 











Mr. Stone did not accompany meto the Consulai 
but later proceeded there and filed an affidavit, 
Mr. Hay teturned from Tokyo on the 13th, Mr. 
Stone came to me at the Club about 6 p.m, and 
informed ang | aid Fyreturned to the office and saw 
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Mr. Hay. [told him he had promised to write 
me a letter in reply to Mr. Stone's offer on the 12th 
and had failedto doso, He said he had been very 
busy and had wot thought it very important. T 
then referred him lo our conversation on the 11th 
regarding commissions and rebates and asked him 
if what he said then was true, He said, yes, sir. 1 
told him he was a liar, that I knew he had taken over 
$3,200 commission on one transaction, and that if 
did not make restitution at once we should take 
criminal proceedings against him. He asked me 
what proofs I had of what I said and refused to 
make any statement unless | produced proofs. 

At this stage the hearing was adjourned till 
Tuesday, the 28th instant 


















Tusspay, Dec, 28TH. 
ation of Mr. More by Mr, Lowder 
In the conversation with Mr, Hay 
on the 13th May I said 10 him, Of course you can 
have no further connection with us.” I was then 
aware that hé had received the $3,200 commis- 
com the Ingersol Co, IT learnt that on the 
rath May. [had already suspected that he was 
taking commissions, and knowing that the agent of 
the Ingersol Dei! Co, was in Yokohama I sent 
for him and asked him if he could give 
information with regard to the t 5 
told me if I could show him the invoice he could 
say il any commission had been paid. After 
looking at the invoice he said that some one had 
received 20 per cent, on the invoice, if we had not 
then Mr, Hay bad, The same evening Mr, 
Hay came to my house, and said he must 
apologise for calling so late, but as I was going 
away on the motow he wanted to make a 
explanation, He said he thor t Mr, Stone had 
not Weated him right and therefore he had re- 
fused to make a statement betore him, which he 
was iow prepared to make, He said he had been 
mistaken in the leems of his contract, with regard 
to the Ingersol commission, I told him it was 
too late to discuss the terms that night but that if 
he would come to the offfte the next moming we 
would discuss the mait I asked him if there 
were any other commissions paid him and he 
mentioned several instances of commissions paid 
or due. I told him I was glad he had made the 
statement to me or otherwise I should have left in- 



























































stinctions to prosecute him criminally, Ou the 
next moriing TE told Ms. Sto after Me. Hay 
had repaid the money due I wished him to be 


teated as leniently as possible. left instructions 
for Mr, Wolseley to be appointed manager of the 
engineering department in place of Mr. Hay. I 
lave no recollection of Mr. Hay ever stating that 
lie considered he had aright to retain monies re- 
ceived by him for the company till the end of his 
agreement. He only said he did not understand 
his contract, An account had been made out 
which showed a debit balance at the end of May 
against Mr. Hay. But there were a nuniber 
of accounts still unsettled, We may recover 
half; but even if all were, there would be little left 
to the credit of Mr. Hay. ‘The plaintiff’s ad- 
vertisement was first brought to my attention by 
our Kobe agent, Mr. Sargeant ; in consequence I 
had the notice complained of as the libel tnseted 
in the same paper. Alter the plaintiff's advertise 
vent was withdrawn [gave instructions for ours 
to be withdrawn also. 

Cross-examined by Me, Litchfield—1 know we 
have been faisly good customers of the Worthing- 
ton Pump Co. We have sold a number of the 
pumps. ‘The business was one of the largest done 
under Mr, Hay’s introduction, [may have asked 
plaintiff sume questions regarding the business of 
the engineering department between March, when 
I arrived from Amevica, and the gth May. J 
don’t remember Mr, Hay saying anything 
lo me about having been ill-treated by Mr. Stone 
with regard to the Worthington Co., unless it was 
in the conversation of the 13th May. 

This closed the evidence for the defence and 
Mr, Lowder then addressed the Cont. The 
defence, he said, was two fold, first, not guilty, and 
second, if a libel had been committed, it had been 
justified. ‘The alleged libel was in the Japanese 
language and he submitted was an inference only, 
aud capable of different constructions. Counsel 
then commented on the personality and evidence 
of the expert called by the plaintiff on the transla- 
lion of the alleged libel, whom he characterised 
as an imposter, and submitted that the aver 
ment in the advertisement did not hear out 
the evidence claimed by the plainuff. With 
regard to the heading of the advertisement 
which it was admitted had been added at the 
office of the periodical, but to which it was alleged 
Mr, Morse's attention had been drawn after it 
had appeared, it was only necessary for him to 
point out that it was not till after the alleged 
libel had appeared—on the 22nd August—that it 
was seen by the defendants, ‘That was after the 
























































ace injured and deceived. Turning to the word 
Sa-gi, on page 1152, the sa iy the same character as 
hay been seferved to, Brinkley gives the equiva- 
lent of sagi as a faud, a cheat, deception. It 
may mean a deceptive falseliood if divided into 
its component ideographs. Sagi is the only word 
to describe fraud, used in the Japanese Courts 
and Jaw books, [think that my translation of 
sasho as“ (raudulent misrepresentation "is right; 
it might be “false representation Sagi as far 
as I know is the only ideograph which can be 
used for the English word fraud, in the Cou 

and Codes. ‘To translate the words fraudulent 
conduct into Japanese the ouly word peunissable 
would be sagi. I have translated the word fusei or 
fusho, which occurs twice in the advertisement as 
dishonest. In Brinkley’s dictionary the meaning 
of fusei is given as unjust, improper, bad, wicked, 
Hepburn’s dictionary is also considered an auth- 
ovity but it is somewhat out of date. Fusei or 
fusho is given in Hepbun's dictionary, third 
edition, as unjust, incoiect, improper. He does 
not give the equivalent as dishonest.  Sho- 
jiké is the colloquial form of the ideogeaph 
setchoku, Sticho, or in colloquial form Sho-juki, in 
Brinkley’s dictionary is given as honest, upright, 
righteous, just. In the alleged libel the deograph 
choku does not appear in connection with se 

With regard to the translation of the word sei in 
the alleged libel Ido wot think the ward is_impro- 
peily translated as dishonest, nutwithsianding the 












































absence of the ideograph choku, in view of the fact 
that the ideographs fu seé, fu, dis, or not, and set 
honest, are generally used to describe dishonest. I 
ranslating the petition if | made'use of the word 
proper,” it ought to have been * dishonest,” 
because the same characters fusei are used in each 
instance in the Japanese. If I used the term 
proper” it was to avoid tautology. The ouly 
way [can tanslate fuses in this connection is * dis 
honest.” 

Mr, Lowder here submitted an alternative 
translation of the alleged libel to witness, who 
alter reading it continued :— 

‘The translation of the advertisement produced 
is practically a conect transl of the advertise- 
ment, with the exception that the character sain 
sasha in the heading | believe should be fraud. 
ulent "instead of “false,” and where the words 
“improper conduct” appear, [ think the words 
* dishonest conduct more correct; otherwise 1 
think the translation a correct one, 

To the Court—The heading of the advertivement 
made no difference in my translation of the body 
of the notice. 

Re-examined by Mr, Litehficld— The meaning 
which would be attached by Japanese to the ad- 
vertisement would be that the plainuff had done 
something dishonest in the service of the defendant. 
company. The same idea could 1 suppose have 
been conveyed by another style of composition, 

‘The Court here adjourned till 2 5 

On the Court re-assembling after viffi 
Litchfield called Mr. Asaina of the A: 
Trading Co, with reference to the translation of 
the advertisement in which the alleged libel was 
contained. 

Mr. Asaina not being present in Comt a mes- 
senger was sent for him, and alter the Court had 
been kept waiting fur about fifteen minutes the 
witness arrived. 

Asaina Asalide, examined, doposed—I am em 
ployed by the American Trading Co. as translator. 
Tn August this year [ translated au advertisement 
for the company and sent it to the Kogyo Zasshi. 
Tsaw it published in the journal, [received my 
instructions to send it to the journal from th 
sident of the American Trading Co. in writing 
in English, T gave back the writing te the com- 
pany after it had been in my possession for some 
time. 

Mr, Litchfield asked Mr. Lowder to produce 
the copy. 

Mr. Lowder declined toduce the English 
copy of the advertisement on the ground that the 
libel complained of was what appeared in the 
Japanese ideographs, and not whattheir intention 
was, It was on the foun that the advertisement 
assumed after publication that the case was based. 

Mi. Litelfield contended that the manuscript 
called for was material evidence and would show 
the intention of the defendants in issuing the para- 
graph in question, and as showing whether the 
instructions given by defendants were carried out 
in the notice as it appeared. 

Mr, Lowder quoted authorities in support of 
his objection, citing the case of Fisher 7, Clement, 
in England, 1882. 

His Honour said it was unnecessary for Mr. 
Lowder to continue his argument, as the Court 
held that the alleged libel was confined to the 
Japanese ideagraphs in the Kogyo Zasshi, and the 
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ss, continuing —I think I made a correct 
station of the notice given me for insertion. 

Cross-examined by Mr, Lowder —Comparing the 
advertisment as it appeated in the Kogyo Zasshé 
with the draft of advertisement sent by me I find 
no change except as to the heading, and at the 
end there was in the original s0 4a nf instend of so 
to no as appears in the advertisement, ‘The latier 
isa misprint, ‘The heading in the draft as it left 
our office was “notice,” or attentio kinkokw, 
literally, * Respectfully inform the publ 

Re-examined—I saw the advertisement on page 
Qsoon after it was setup. The editor always sent 
A copy; sometimes a lew days or a week alter 
publica In this case [ don’t remember how 
long after the publication I received a copy of the 
paper. When I did receive the paper I recognised 
the difference in the heading. I think [ called Me. 
Morse's attention to the difference in the heading 
of the advectisement. 

Re-cross-examined—I have not made a mistake, 
L called Mr. Morse’s attention to it through Mr. 
Woolsey. They were boil present together. Mr. 
Woolsey, to whom I first spoke, took the paper to 
Mr. Morse’s oom, and I followed. 

‘This closed the case lor the prosecution. 

Mr. Lowder said—At this stage L have an ap- 
plication to make. I aim prepared if necessary to 
go on with the case and bring better evidence 
than is now before you to show that my cli 
were justified in the publication which 
leged to be a libel. It is almost impossible, 
however, that any evidence I can bring belore you 
will emphasise what has alvedy been given to you 
by the plainoff himself, He complains that he bas 
been libelled by that which is set outin the petition 
in Japanese ideograph and to which he atlaches a 
paiticulae signification, For the purposes of 
the application which Iam now making to you, of 
course, the Court will accept the co 
English placed upon the 
cepting that, the question is whether the defend- 
ants have gone beyoud what they were eutitled 
to do under the evidence which has been brought 
before the Cowt, [submit that the libel as it 
stands is fully justified in both forms. The evid- 
ence shows either if you adopt the inference 
of the heading of the libel as being “ fraudu- 
lent tepresentation of agency,” that the pl 
ake a fraudulent 
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off did representation of 
agency. The evidence shows that if you adopt 
the translation of “dishonest,” as being the 


equivalent of fusei, that the plaintiff was dishon- 





est, and if that ix so TF think that it would be a 
waste of time to occupy the Cout with 
further evidence considering that the pl 





Uff is wot entitled to the claim that he p 
haps once possessed, but has thrown away, 
viz., his good name. Mr, Lowder quoted from 
Fulkard’s Law of Libel and Slander, what he 
desciibed as the: law as to justification, to the 











effect that the defendant was prima facie justified 
tw law and exempt from all responsibility if that 
which he published were trur, and that it would be 





i 
allow the plaintiff to recover damages for any 
to that which he either did not or could not pos: 
Mr, Lowder said the law was very cleatly 
concisely stated there and submited to the Court 
that so far as the evidence had gone the plaintiff 
was convicted out of his own mouth and he ask the 
Court to dismiss the suit without further evidence 
being called. 

The Court decided to continue the case aud 
Mi. Lowder then called, W. S. Stone, who 
deposed—I was formerly” in the employment 
of the American Trading Co. and was so up 
lo the time the agreement with the plaintiff 
was severed. [had the making of the agree- 
ments between the American Tea Co. and 
the plaintiff in July, 1894, and 1895. | On 
May oth, 1897, I addressed a letter to the plainuff 
with regard to @ renewal of his agreement (ex- 
hibit [produced and shown 10 witness.) 
tecognixe this letter as the one I sentio plains 
tiff on May g'h, 1897. I asked in the letter for a 
definite reply. No reply came. Qa May 10th I 
don’t think plaiv was in Yokohama, [ did 
wot see bi On the 11th or about that date I 
saw him, in company with Me. Morse, Assum- 
ing that to be the date of the conversation be- 
tween plaintiff, Mr. Moise and myself, the con- 
versation was in connection with his. relations 
with the people he tepresented in America. 
The questions put to him were as to whether 
he had demanded commissions or rebates from 
these firms and his answer was that he 
tad demanded nor received any such com: 
missions or rebates, Pi to that Thad myself 
pul asimilarquestion to him, [think it was about 
the middle of March. Some time after that con- 
versation I came down to the Consulate-general 
and madean affidavit with reference to it. The 


sistent with every sound legal principle to 
jury 
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objection was sustained, 


affidavit was that produced. The conversation 1 
iginal from 
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believe took place on the day of the arrival of Mr. 
Morse from the United States. Prior to that I 
Wad teceived the letter produced dated’ 2gth ] 
1897, from the American Trading Co., New York. 
‘The conversation on the r1th March was based 
upon the contents of that letter what I heard 
from Mr, Morse. I asked Mr. if he was 
carrying on any correspondence divect with the 
American suppliers, or if any commissions had 
been asked for or given to him, He replied that 
he had neither asked for nor received any com 
issions, and that nothing but correspondence 
I his persoual friends was carried on. I made 
the affidavit on the 13th May because Mr, Morse 
was yoing to Korea and | might be going home, 
and I wanted to record the gist of my conversa: 
tion with Mr, Hay on the 12th March, On or 
about the 11th May, Mr. Morse, Mr. Hay and my- 
self met in the office, Mr. Morse asked Mr. Hay 
if he had asked for or received commissions from 
the suppliers of goods ordered by our company. 
He also asked plaintiff if he had carried’on any 
direct courespondence in the matter; and to 
these questions Mr, Hay answered no. ‘The next 
conve sation was on the afternoon of the 13th when 
Mr. Hay returned from Tokyo. Mr. Morse, Mr. 
Hay and myself were present, I asked Mc. Hay 
to wait and see Mr, Morse, The conversation was 
taken up first by Mr. Morse. He taxed Mr. Hay 
with having teceived commissions. Mr. Hay said 
“1 decline to answer any such questions unless 
ou bring proof.” T remember Mr. Morse asking 
Mr, Hay if he had told him the truth on the rth 
May. Mr. Hay replied that he had told him the 
truth the: 
Adjourned till 10 a.m, on Friday, 









































Fripay, Dac. 247TH. 

Upon the hearing being resumed the examina 
tion of the witness, Mr. W. S. Stone, by Mr. 
Lowder, was continued— 

On the 13th of May I sent the letter produced 
to the plainuff, cancelling the renewal of the agrees 
ment previously proposed. The letter was written, 
before the conversation between the plaintiff, Mr. 
Morse and myself. On the morting of May rqth 
there was another conversation between Mr. Hay 
and myself in which the plaintiff admitted having 
received commissions. Plaintiff said if this matter 
was pushed it would not only injure him but make 
his people at home heast-broken. He did not say 
then that he had a right to retain the commissi 
and would account for them at the end of his agree- 
ment. Ou that morning, the 14th May, plaintiff 
was removed fiom his position of manager of the 
engineering department, and Mr, Wolsey was 
appointed to the same. Plaintiff was allowed to 
remain ostensibly in the employ of the company 
from that date till the goth June, in the interest of 
human charity, He was not paid his 200 yen for 
the month of June, I think, and so far as I know, 
never asked for 1. A copy of the letter dated 
1gth October, 1895, from the New York 
office of the American Trading Co. was given 
to plainff. On Dec. 6, 1895, I dictated a 
letter to the New York Office of the Ameri- 
can ‘Trading Co. with reference to the trans- 
fer of the agency of the Worthington Pump Co, 
(copy produced). It was not communicated to 
Mr, Hay, ‘This letter of the Gi Dec, was to the 
effect that I had mislaid their contract and regret- 
ted it. Another letter, received from the New York 
Office, dated Dec. 14th, was communicated to Mr. 
Hay, asw as also another dated January 3, 1896, 
from the New York Office. Ow February 121 
1896, I wrote to the New York office of the Ameti- 
can Trading Co., accepting the agency of the 
Warthington Co. ; this was communicated to Mr. 
Hay, with whom it was also discussed. 

Crossexamined by Mr. Litchfield—When Mr. 
Hay joined the firm in 1894, he told me that he 
held agencies from various manufacturers in Ame- 
rica. [t was the only inducement offered to us. 
There was a fairly profitable business done, At the 
end of the 1894 agreement there was an account 
rendered to Mr. Hay and the balance due to him 
was paid:—741 ys ‘The engineering business of 
the company was almost entively conducted by the 
plaintiff. We worked in harmony, Mr. Hay and 
myself, till the change of agency of the Worthing: 
ton Co., but I don’t think our relations could be 
called cordial. Asa rule I communicated the 
contents of the letters from the head office con- 
cerning engineering matters to Mr. Hay: 
he got a press copy, sometimes I only co 
ed extracts to him, The letter of roth Ang. 
was written by me to Mr. Hay. 
that 
with manufactners in the States. My letter was 
written to induce him to avoid giving promises 
and particulars to these firms so that the suppliers 
should not be led to suppose that the orders must 
necessarily be placed with them. I communicated 
the gist of the letter dated 2gthh January, 1897, from 
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1896, 
Mr. Hay was at 
je canying on personal correspondence 
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commission of the alleged libel, and defendants 
were not charged with continuing the publication 
of the libel after the first day of its appearance. 
Afler quoting at considerable length numerous 
authorities on the interpretation of the words 
feandulent, fraud, and innuendo, counsel yibmitted 
that he had proved that defendants were not guill- 
ty of libel, the inuendoes in the advertisement 
tol amounting to the construction put apon them 
by the plaintifis. With reference to the second 
defence—that of justification—counsel reviewed 
the evidence of Mr, Stone and Mr. Morse 
with regard to the plaintiff having received 
certain commissions which he definitely denied 
receipt of, and also of having written to his 
brother Philadelph ith tegard to the 
same. That was the justification for the clause 
the advertisement with reference to the con- 
nection between defendants having 
been severed. Counsel then cited Campbell on 
Agencies, and various decisions with regard to 
the difference between an agent and a factor, the 
foumer of which designations applied to plaintiff's 
position, and as such he was under the obligation 
to pay i nies received on behalf of the 
Company by which he was employed. 

At this stage adjournment was made till 
2 p.m. 

On the Court reassembling after the tiffin Mr. 
Lowder resumed his address to the Cout, and 
pointed out that assuming that the plaintiff's 
assumption that he was a pariner in the defendant 
company was correct; he had wot, as he himsell 
had admitted he was bound to do, turned over the 
monies received by him on behalf of the company, 
to the company, excusing himself on the ground 
that he had a right to retain such monies until the 
end of his agreement. It was necessary to take 
to consideration that it was not until he found 
was discovered him he was in possession of 
the monies referred to that he admitted 
receipt of them. The concealment commenced 

ith the receipt of $100 from the Philadel- 
phia Engineering Co. in May 1896. It was 
the duty, according to plaintiff, of the defendants 
to give. him a statement of account at the 
end of June, as they did do, but it was 
impossible for them to make a full statement until 
they had received the account from him of whathe 
hadteceived. Thecontinued concealment of these 
receipts, including that of the $3,200 in January, 
1897, from the Ingersal Company, amounied to a 
act of dishonesty. Counsel then reviewed the 
evidence and tead several of the letters received 
fromthe manufacturers in America who had carried 
out the orders of the defendant company, from 
which he submitted that it was shown that decep 
tionjhad been practised by plaintiff from first till 
lastuntilhe had been found out, and confession made 
to Mr. Morse on the night of the 13th May, and 
tepeated on the morning of thergih, With regard 
to the complaint made by plainuff with reference 
to his Weatment by the defendant company in 
connection with the Worthington Company’s 

» from the evidence produced counsel 
taitted that the complaint altogether fell to 
d, and consequently his argument 
regarding his reasons for making special terms 
with the Ingersol Company as tegards the pay 
ment of commission, was altogether groundless. 
With regard to plaintiff's advertisement in the 
Kogyo Zasshi, calling himself sole agent of the 
Worthington Pamp Co,, it was proved that at the 
me the notice was inserted until it was witlidrawn, 
plaintiff was well aware he was no longer agent 
of the Company mentioned. It was from 
May or June 1896 that commissions were received 
by and retained by the plaintiff, and that conceals 
ment commenced, In conclusion counsel submit- 
ted that on the grounds stated by him, the petition 
be dismissed. 

Mr. Litchfield, in addressing the Court for the 
plaintiff, commented on the interpretation put 
upon the Japanese advertisement complained 
of and on the law of agency. © With te 
gard to the translation of the alleged libel, 
he submitted that the words used conveyed 
those to whom it was addressed an im- 
pression of dishonesty. He argued that the 
word fused used, even if in certain instances 
translated as unjust, should in this instance be, 
and would be generally, interpreted as dishonest. 
Counsel further commented on the evidence given 
by the witnesses for the defence on the transla- 
tion of the libel, ith regard to the inuendo it 
was a good proposition in the law of libel that 
when the prima facée meaning of a statement 
was an iniputation of improper conduct it was 
sufficient to form a li It appeared that part 
of the paragraph applied to plaintiff's relations 
with the defendant company and part to his 
advertisement agency. The most important part 
of the defence was its claim for justification 
for the libel. The issue was narrowed down toa 
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very small one, In the arrangement with plain 
in 1894 the defendants agreed to pay him $100 a 
month and a further 1g per cent, on all bi 

done; all commi: and rebates received by 
plaintiff to be paid in as part of the general 
profits. In the later agreement the last. words 
were omitted, but plaintiff still held that he was 
bound to account for any such comm: 
ceived, while his share in the profits was raised to 
30 percent, On this agreement counsel held that 
plaintiff was a guasi partner, sharing the profits 
portion of the losses. He submitted that 
plaintiff was acting as agent for the comp: in 
America who were doing business with the 
defendant firm, and that plaintiff had no 
obligation to make any account to them till 
the end of the term of agreement, his 
statement of account, Under these ciscum- 
slantance@ there was no question of concealment 
on plaintiff's part, in spite of the statements 



























about the changing of his bank account. 
Counsel then commented on the loss that 
would be suffered by the plaintiff by the 


transfer of the agency of the Worthington 
Company should he sever his connection with the 
defendant firm, and also on the reasonableness of 
plaintiff's belief that until receipt of the final 
letter he was regarded in a cer way as an 
agent by the Worthington Company, and also 
that afier the defendants had absorbed one of his 
agencies, plaintiff was justified in imagining 
that they would do so with others, Plaintiff had 
ht a full enquiry Court and had not at- 
tempted to hide anything, After a further review 
of the evidence connected with plaintiff's lasti nter- 
view with Mt. Morse, and what followed, counsel 
closed his address, submitting that the libel had 
been proved. 

His Honour said there was a volume of corres- 
pondence to go through and it 
time to write out the Court's decisio 
ment would therefore be made till 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, for judgment. 

The Court then rose, 
































Wepnespay, Dec. agrH. 
JUDGMENT. 

His Hononr delivered the following judgmen 

In this case, the plaintiff, A. Stanley Hay, claims 
damages of the American Trading Company, 
defendants, by season of the publication by de- 
in a periodical 
ineeting Jour 
ted in Japanese ideographs and published 

: which advertisement it is alleged, de- 
famed plaintiff’s character and is libellous, 

The defendant company in their answer plead 
not guilty ; admit the publication of the advertise- 
ment complained of, save the heading, which they 
aver was inserted at the office of the said journal; 
deny malice, and set up justification 

“ Libel has been well defined to be a malicious 
publicatios 
ing, or by sign or pictures, tguding either t 
jure the memory of one dead, or the reputati 
‘one alive, and expose him to public hatred, con- 
tempt, or ridicule.” 

From the evidence it appears that the plaintiff, 
a young man, was a mechanical engineer repre- 
senting a number of manufacturers of machinery 

Japan, Not having means to carry on his bi 
hess, he entered into certain agreements with the 
defendant Company in order, as plaintiff 
“to have them finance his business for him. 

The first of these agreements was for the period 
of one year, beginning July ist 1894, by the terms 
of which plaintiff was to devote himself to general 
neering business for said-defendant Company, 
to be paid 100 yen per month and a further sum 
equal to 15 per cent. of any profits or commis- 
sion which might be earned by business done 
directly or indirectly through plaintiff, who, on 
his pat, agreed to put in any commission 
which he might receive from the manufacts 
ing concern represented by him, the same to 
go in as part of the general profit, A second 
agreement was entered into by the same parties 
in July, 1895, for a further petiod of two 
yeais, that is until June goth, 1897, by the terms 
of which the plaintiff was to have chaigeas Mana- 
ger of the American and English Engineering 
Depatiment of the defendant Company, and as 
compensation was to receive 30 per cent, of the net 
profi ealized from business done in this dep: 
ment; the sum of 200 yen per month to be ad- 
vanced to him as his share of prospective profits, 
and inthe event that such profits did not equal that 
amount no claim was to be made against plaintiff, 
the same being understood to be his guaranteed 
share of the profits, Business was to be done in 
the name of plaintiff as Manager of the Engineer- 
ing Department of the American Trading Com- 
pany, all correspondence relating to the business 














fendants of a certain advertisemen 
known as the Kogyo Zasshi, or Eu 
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lo pass through the hands of defendant Company's 
Agent here, 

It was also understood that plaintiff had no a 
thority to draw cheques upon the banking acco} 
of the defendant Company, nor to pledge its credit, 
and that the counter-sigrature of defendants was 
necessary to the validity of all orders placed by 
him, 

It is also shown that among others, plaintiff 
was the agent for Japan, of the Worthington 
Pumping and Engine Company, and the Inger- 
soll Sargent Duill Co, and that by the terms of 
plaintiff's contract with the Worthington Co, the 
same could be terminated at any time after 30 
days notice given of such intention, That on 
January 3rd, 1896, plaintiff. was notified by said 
Worthington Compauy that they had withd:awn 
their agency from him, to take effect February 
3rd, 1896, and had appointed the Ameritan Trad- 
ing Company their sole agents for Japan. 

it further appears that on or about January 8th 





















gineering 
an advertisement of said Worthington 





Journal," 
Pumping and Engine Company, in which he repre 
sented himself to bethe soleagent of said Company 
for Japan, which notice was published in each 
issue of said journal up to and including the mouth 





ig the de- 


of September 1897, plaintiff not inforn 
That in the 


fendant Company of said publication, 





issue of said periodical for August 22nd last an 
adver tisemvent was inserted by the American ‘Trad- 


ing Co. in which said Company stated that they 
0. 
1 


were sole agents of the Worthington Pumping 
for Japan, and in the same issue of said jour 
(Aug. 22, 1897) here also appeared an adve 


sti 
‘The plaintiff's said 









the libel complained of, 
advertisement and the alleged libellous adver tise- 
ment were farther published in the issues of said 
journal for the month of September, 1897, were 


then taken ont and have not 









hich is alleged to be a libel we find some 
difference of opinion among the witnesses as to 
the exact meaning of certain Japanese ideographs. 
‘The plaintiff furnished the translation given in the 
petition, and the defendant Company submit ano- 
ther rendering. Upon this point we think it is 
clearly show: 
. Ist. That the origi nal’ of said advertisement 
was furnished the publisher of the Kogyo Zasshi in 
Japanese without the beading thereto, which was 
hed in the office of said journal. 
That the ideograph in said heading 
teanslated “fraudulent” and those translated 
** dishonest " the complaint, have been given 
a larger and stronger meaning than is justified 
by the use either of japanese scholars or collo- 
quially, and that as used this advertisement 
lated “false” and “impro- 






















apanese on teading the advertise. 
ment would receive the impression that the person 
Userein referred to had Leen (a) falsely represent. 
ing himself as agent aud (2) doing things that 
were improper, not right. 

Coming vow to another branch of this cause, it 














appears that under date of en ary gth, 1897, 
plaintiff wrote the Ingersoll-Sargeant’ Diill Co. 
that he should soon send them au order for 
machinery and asking them to credit him with the 





commission, and that under date of January 18, 
1897, he sent then an order lor machinery 
ing to $8,027.30 gold, accompanying this dae 
with a personal letier in which te relerved to his 
communicati: January 9, ag: equested 
with the commission aud keep 
Ule correspondence confidential, In accordance 
therewith the said Company did on March 30, 1897, 
remit direct to plaintiff the sum of $3,231.68 Jaya 
nese currency, asand for a commission of 20 per 
order, which money on Alay 7, 1897 
own credit in the Mitsu 
order to obtain interest thereon. 
is finther shown that from and after 
either the latter part ol June or first of July, 1896, 
up to May 13th 1897, plaintiff ceceived fron 
* certain sams of 
nts or rebates, on 
orders placed by him through the defendant Com 
pany of which he retained possession, and the re 
ceipt of which he did not communicate tv the Ame- 
0 Trading Co, watil the night of May 137h last. 
ther that on May 18h, 1897, afler demand 
paid over to detendant Company 
the sum of $3231.68 Japanese currency as and 
for the commission so teceived by him f 
said Ingersol-Sargent Company, and on July 
6 thereafter, rendered a statement of account to 
defendant Company of certain monies received by 
Wim from sundry manufacturing companies as 
com sions, rebates or discounts on business done 
by him through defendant Company. As to these 
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matters the plaintiff contends that the agency of 
the Worthington Pumping and Engine Company 
was taken from him through mistepresentations 
made by the defendant Company and that he was 
in correspondence with the Worthington Company 
up to some time in August last with a view to 
making business arrangements with them, and that 
the tenor of this correspondence warranted him i 
advertising himself as their sole a 
Japan. As to this we have to say th 
a careful examination, we can find nothing 
in the cotrespondence submitted in evidence, 
either in the letters of the Worthington Co, to the 
plaintiff or to the defendant Company, which sus- 
tains plaintiff's contention; on the contrary said 
cortespondence shows that the Worthi 
Pumping Co, offered their agency to the defen- 
dant under date of Oct. 15, 1895, and again 
under date of January 3, 1896, giving purely 
Lusiness reasons for the change, and that these 
facts were communicated to plantiff by defen- 
dant Company, As to the matter of agency, there 
is nothing in said correspondence authorising 
plaintiff to act or advertive himself as the sole 
agent, or agent for Japan for said Pumping Com- 
pany, and it appears that when the Worthington 
Co. were advised that plaintiff was so advertising 
himself they notified him under date of Aug. 2: 
1897, that they could 
that he must withdraw their name from his printed 
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imtift further contends that his interest in 
contingent profits made him a partner in the 
ess to that extent, and thus warranted him 
in withholding and re 
sion moneys that can 
of business dane by. a 
Company. We can find 
tracts or contract of the pa 
claim, but assuming plaintiff's conte 
tine, that he was not requited to acco 
turn over moneys thus coming into his haud 
the expisation of the yeas, lis action in conceal 
ing bis veceipt of such moneys, and in denying the 
same when charged with it by the defendant Com- 
pany was sot compatible with the fiduciary relation 
elations as to which the law 
ng perfect good Faith and 























he secks to establish 
is zealous in req 
openness of conduct, 
We therefore find that defendant was justified 
in printing and publishing the advertisement in 
the Kogyo Zasshi, upon which the plaintiff's charge 
of likel and claim for damages is founded. 
Judgment is tendered in favour of the defend- 
ant, with costs of the proceedings to the plaintiff. 
Joun F, Gowsy, 
Consul-General, Acting judicially. 
We concur. 














RK. M. Varnum A 
Hunn f Dav sow | Associates. 
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SPAIN AND CUBA. 
London, Dec. 22. 

Colonel Ruez, aide-de-camp to Marshal 
Blanco, the new Captain-General of Cuba, 
who was sent to negotiale peace with the 
insurgents, on reaching their camp was 
shot, after the travesty of a court-martial. 
THE RUSSIANS at PORT ARTHUR. 

The German Foreign Office professes 
no surprise at the occupation by Russian 
war-ships of Port Arthur, and regards the 
action of Russia as not aggressive in 
significance ot as clashing with German 
interests. 
CHINA AND THE UNITED STATES. 

London, Dec. 23. 

It is understood that the Washington 
Government has heen sounded as to its 
views in regard to Chinese affairs, and has 
replied that it is not interested in the 
territorial question, the protection of esta- 
blished American interests being its sole 
concern. 











London, December 25. 
Colonel Bryan has been appointed Ame- 
rican Minister to China, 
THE NEW RUSSO-KOREAN BANK. 
The statutes of the new Russo-Korean 
Bank, with a capital of half-a-million 
roubles, have been officially published in 
St. Petersburg. 





The Russian Press, referring to this 
matter, dilates upon the immense import- 
ance of the bank in developing Russian 
interests and strengthening the influence 
of Russia in Korea. 

FRANCE AND CHINA. 

France is sending out a cruiser to rein- 
force its Asiatic Squadron, but will remain 
impassive unless there be some foreign 
aggression in South China. 

* RUSSIAN ACTIVITY IN CHINA. 
London, Dec. 24. 

Russia demands the dismissal of the 
English engineers at present employed on 
Chinese railways. She also demands that 
German military instructors in China be 
replaced by Russian officers. 

The Times' Pekin despatch reports 
that the Chinese Government will recon- 
struct the forts at Port Arthur under 
Russian supervision and with Russian 
money ; which points to the permanent 
occupation of the port by Russia. 
CASUALITIES OF THE AFRIDI EX- 

PEDITION, 

The total casualities of the Afridi -Ex- 
pedition up to the present have been 433 
killed and 1,324 wounded, including 34 
British officers killed and 81 wounded. 
THE SITUATION IN THE FAR EAST, 

FRENCH WARSHIPS SAIL. 
London, Dec. 25. 

The French cruisers Feane d'Are and 

Pascal have sailed for the Far East. 


THE FIGHTING ON THE INDIAN 
FRONTIER. 
BRITISH TROOPS RE-OCCUPY ALI MUSJID. 

The Peshawar column has entered the 
Khyber Pass and re-occupied the fort of 
Ali Musjid unopposed. 

ADVANCE OF THE DERVISHES. 

The dervishes are advancing from 
Shendi and Metemmeh against the Egyp- 
tian troops. Their object line is believed 
to be Berber. 

ITALIANS EVACUATE KASSALA. 
London, Dec. 27. 

Kassalahas been handed over to Colonel 
Parsons. The Italians have started for 
Keren. 

ENGLAND AND JAPAN. 

Various rumours are current here with 
regard to a rapprochement between Great 
Britain and Japan in view of recent events. 

THE GERMAN EMPEROR AND 

QUEEN VICTORIA. 

It has transpired that on his recent visit 
to the Queen at Osborne on his way to the 
Far East, in command of the German- 
China Squadron, Prince Henry of Prussia 
handed Her Majesty a long letter from 
the Emperor William. 


EMPEROR WILLIAM AND THE 
TSaR. 

A good deal of significance is attached 
here to the speech of the Emperor William 
at the frontier fortress of Graudenz, in 
which he alluded -to the Tsar as his dear 
friend, whose political views were the 
same as his own. 


CHICAGO COLLISEUM BURNT 
DOWN 





A disastrous fire has occurred at the 
Colliseum, Chicago, The building was 
destroyed. Nine persons lost their lives, 
and fifty sustained more or less serious 
injuries. 

FATAL FIRE IN EAST LONDON. 

A woman, together with her nine child- 
ren, has been burned to death in a fire at 








Bethnal Green, in the East End of London, 
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MOVEMENTS OF THE BRITISH 
SQUADRON. 


London, Dec. ag. 
At the Admiralty it is believed that the 
British Squadron is in the vicinity of Port 
Hamilton, but the statement that it was 
at Chemulpo is officially discredited. 
RUSSIA AND KOREA. 

The last American mail conveys the 
text of the Russo-Korean agreement 
whereby M. Alexieff replaces Mr. Mc- 
Leavy Brown as Financial Adviser to 
Korea, Russia securing the financial 
control over the country for an indefinite 
period. 

FRANCE AND CHINA. 
Later. 

M. Pichon, French Minister at Rio de 

Janeiro, has been transferred to Peking. 
THE PLAGUE IN BOMBAY. 

A serious recrudescence of the plague 
is reported from Bombay. 

LORD CHARLES BERESFORD. 

Lord Charles Beresford has been select- 
ed as the Unionist candidate for York in 
place of the late Sir F. Lockwood. 

THE GOVERNORSHIP OF CRETE. 

Russia has proposed Prince George of 
Greece as Governor of Crete. 


then just finished, We remarked at the time 
that Black lvad resigned on the 22nd move, but we 
would have been move correct if we lad said that 
Black lost the game on the 22nd move “ by de= 
fault.” No teply to Nemo’s”” last move having 
come to hand after 3 weeks? patient waiting, we 
concluded that Mr. Fardel had given up and there 
fore decided the game in Nemo’s favour, Last 
week, however, the missing move cai hand 
having travelled all over Yokohama, back to 
and fiwallyy re-addressed, to the 
. Mr. Fardel now complains of 
to him and requests us to have 
the gume continued. We reget being unable to 
comply with Mr. Fardel’s request. If the letter 
caried through the fault of the Post Olfice 
deed be placed i an awkward posi- 
the mishap occurred owing to faulty 
addvessing, for which Mr. Fardel alone must be 
held respuvsible. We therefore abide by ou 
decision. 

















Kumamoto 











A Pretty Position. 

‘The following shows, says the Chess Player's 
Chronicle, example of the 
hi at the disposal of a 
cases. Here we have an open 
pered of protected by a mass of 














pawns. 
at his disposal, is in the anddle of the board, sur 
rounded by the Black Queen, Rooks and pieces. 
More than that, White has ne check at his disposal 
whereby he cau force his powerful adversary toa 








1 which enables White to win, eg. 
auacr. 








CHESS. 
6 


dressed to the Gueee Kortum 








All Communications to ne 





The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 





Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
Saiwai-cho Itchome (next to the Tokyo 


Sorutios or Proptem No. 350. 

WHITE. BLAck 

toR7 1—B takes 
2—R to K 2, ch a—K to Q 


—Ki to B 4, mate 
: if 2—K to B 4 


1—B takes Kt 
2—-KtoBy 


3—Bio K 6, mate 


takes P, ch 
3—P to Kg. mate 


2—Qlo K 7, mate 


1—Kt takes R 





if2a—K to By 
—Q to K 6, mate 
sa if2-K 10 Q6 
3—Ktto Kt 4, mate 
it 2—Bto K 4 
3-Q takes P, mate 
Correct sol received from P.EF.S., 





J W.E,, and D.D. 


Prosiem No. 352. 
By G. J. Suater. 
(From Nuova Revista degli Scacchi.) 


stack. 





White mates in three moves, 


Que Chess column last week was elbowed out 
by Mr, Cleland’s story of * The Cryptogram,” but 
we immagine our Chess readers will not find fault 
when they hear that Mr, Cleland was the one-time 
chess champion of New Zealand and the inventor 
of The Ladder,” now in use at the Yokohama 
Chess Club. 


"Japan Mac” Corresronvance Tourney. 
On the rith inst. we declared this event closed, 
aiid published last game, Nemo v. Fardel 























tized by Go gle 








1-BtoB4 
2—Bio Kis 
3—P mates 


1—P takes P 


2—Any move 


StnGarore. 

A consultation Youtnament has commenced at 
the Singapore Chess Club, As the games occupy 
a longer time than usual, two late club eve 
lave been arranged during the course of the tourna 
ment, on Wednesdays and Saturdays, 

















* A Greex Grrr. 
‘The old saying,“ Lfear the Greeks even bea 


is finely ilustrated in the following ga 
White gives the odds of K Kt. Be? 






White—McDonnel. Black—Mr. —, 
1—Pto K 4 1—Pto K4 
2—Bto By 2—Kito K B3 
3—-P 0 O4 3—Kt takes P 
4—P takes P 4—Kt takes K BP 
5—Castles 5—Kt takes Q 
b—Btakes KBP, ch 6B—Kto K2 





7—Bto Ks, 0 


Moval—Look several times before you accept 
Queens.—Literary Digest.. 





Game No. 351. 

‘The six game match between Walbrodt and 
Janowski having vesulted in a draw, the contest- 
ants agreed to play three additional games to de- 
cide the affair. Of these games Janowski won 
two, and so Walbrodt withdrew, declining to play 
the remaining game as the result would not be 
affected thereby, te filth game, whicii i 
below, is the best of the series. ‘The opening 
was of the usual character; Black commi 
the error of ju of playing his ke 
over to the queen's side, depriving the castled 
king's side of the support so necessary in this 
opening. White, with very good judgmen 
espied the weakness in his opponent's dispo 
tion of forces, and with 15—O to R5, followed 
by 17—R to K B3 and 18—Rto R 3, he began 
a cleverly engineered attack. [¢ ts not quite 
clear why, after 20—Q ty K 5, Black played 
P to B 3; he could have played Q to B sq. 
instead, but the teason probably “Tor his give 

















King, with ove solitary piece |1 


It is only a simple, yet beautiful | 20 





+ whole club. 





ing up the pawn was that he imagined he would 
Le able to get up a counter-attack, and get the 
pawn back ; but Wi ed a second attack 
of a more powerful native, beginning wish 302—R 
to Ki6, and continued in verg clever fashion with 
34—R to Q 4, g5—R to Q 8, Be. Janowski's 
move of 38—R to Kt 5 forms a very pretty con. 
clusion to this successful m: uvie. He threatens 
ed mate by B to Kt 6 ch, the rook, therefore, 














could not be taken; after a few mote moves 
Black’s game became utterly hopeless. 
virtua cafe ov THE SERIES. 
White.—Janowski. Black.—Walbrodt. 
Mires Black, Witte, BLACK. 
ee P Pe 23 Ki By RQ? 
24PQOR3 Ki 
ok Bs KiKe Bz | 25 KixKi Rake 
B Ka 26P KRg RK sq 
¢P ee Castles [27P Bs R(Kxq)Q-q 
8k 33 PxP aBRB, RQBch 
7BxP PP By 29K R2 RQKS 
8 Castles PxP 30 R Kt6 R (Qsq)Q8 
9KuxP KKtQ2 131 P QKi4g RRBch 
10 BxB QxB 32K ig) R Kz 
WRBsq Rt Kg 33P Kg PKR 
12 BKig KtB3 |3¢RQ4 KR2 
13 KixKt  RexKe 35R RKB 
m4 KtK, ROQsq | 36BRi8ch KR sq 
Rs BQe 37 B By ch K tz 
By BR sq 38 R Ks R KG ch 
Pan KB3 Kt Kis 39 K Re PKK1g 
WRRZ PKR3Z 4o PxP ch K Kia 
19 RKtz K Rsq 4U R Ki8ch K R3 
QKs P83 42 RRBch K Kia 
xP QxO 43 R R7 ch Resigns. 
xQ B3 


Notes. 


A teturn telegraph match between Hongkong 
and Singapore is planned at an early date. 





Showalter will play a match with Pillsbury alter 
the holidays. 








Commenting upon the late tournament at Berl 
a conespondent writes:—" The result was a su 
prise, as tournaments generally are, wew men 
coming unexpectediy to the front, Charousek 
this case looming up and taking first prize, with 
a tecord that must needs make Lasker tremble 
honours as champion of the world. Lasker 
‘above all 






















s, although be has noo 
has determined tu aba 
firld, devoting his future to mathematics, having a 
professor's chair within his veach, Udo not think 
he will be permitted tu retire from the chess atena 
without meeting Charousek in contest for the 
championship of the world ot allowing it to go by 
default, Pillshury apparently has not proved up 
to the high expectation ned of him after bis 
phew. I success at Hastings, especially sin 
his match with Showalter, Showalter’s good show- 
ing was a surprise to every one. Pillsbury will have 
to do something startling to bold t 
heis yet young. Ste 
chess rooms, pla 
matches. I 'saw 
blindfolded at the Metropolitan Ci 
He won both games. 
















b against the 





Dr. Conrad Beyer, Austrian problemist, and 
the Dutch player, Lennep, died recently, 





Another player, says the Kobe Herald, who has 
passed over to the silent majurity is M. Claude 
Louis Eugene Febviet, who mbed toan at. 
tack of paral on the r3th Oct., at the age of 72. 
M. Febvret during the troubles of 1870 was 4 ca 
tain of the Paris National Guard. He settled 
London soon after the war, and became a regular 
frequentee of Simpson’s Divan, where fis viva- 
cious play and remarkable skill ay a problem solver 
made hin popular, notwithstanding that he never 
succeeded in mastering the English language. 
se Morning Post says many amateurs who owe 























theie skill in a great measte to practice with M. 
made 


Febvret and the many friends that he 
among all ranks of chess-players will hear 
sudden decease with deep regret, The 
game that he cultivated did not fit him for 
play, and he took pait in but few compet 
the most important in which ie Bguted aving 
been the Vizay 











© White to stay tein two moves” were 
the unusual conditions under which The Pitts- 
burgh Telegraph once published a problem. ‘The 
Baltimore Sunday News makes the following 
amusing comment upon it:—After this departure 
we may expect (o see next, something lite this : 
“White to try, sigh and ery, and thate i 








four 
weeks, or "White to swear, tip and tear, and 
stash the board in one whack,” 
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LATEST SHIPPING. 
PERSE SEES 


ARRIVALS. 


Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. Friele, 26th 
Dec.,—Hongkong via RoFlsy 16th Dec., Mails 
and General. M 

Gaelic, British steamer, "3,690, “Wn. Fi ich, asth 
Dec.=—-San_ Francisco, 7th Dec., Mails. and 
General. 0. & O. S.S. Co. 

Benvenue, British steamer, 1,468, Sarchet, 25th 
Dec.,—London via ports, aud Kobe 23rd Dec., 
General.—Cornes & Co. 

Fau-Sang, British steamer; 1,410, Moncar, 25th 
Dec.,—Hongkong, 17th Dec., Rice and Sugar. 
—Jardine Matheson & Co. 

Kaisow, Br 
Dec.,—Liverpool via ports, and Kobe 2sth Dec., 
General.—W.M, Strachan & Co, 

Andania, British steamer, 1,827, Mills, 26th Dec., 
~Bangteok v Hongkong and Nagasaki, 2151 

ice.—Samnel Samuel & C 

Muncaiter Cui, Bitnt abi, igsa, Willen 

h, 25th Dec.,—Middlesbro’ 17th Aug., 
Coke and Pig Iron.—W.M. Strachan & Co. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,157, J. Nir 
26th December,—Shanghai via ports, 18th De- 
ember, Mails ‘and General—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, 

Olympia, British steamer, 1,691, Dobton, 27th 
December,—Hongkong ‘via ports, and Kobe, 
2gth Dec. Mails and General.— Dodwell, Carlill 
& Co. 

Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, 
27th Dec.,—Hongkong via Nagasaki and Ko- 
be, roth Dec., Mails and General.—P. & O. 

O. 
Petrarch, German steamer, 1,252, Schall, 27th 
Hoilo, 13th Dec., Sugar.—M.- Raspe 
































Vigilant, American ship, 1,675, F.C. Bailey, 27th 
‘Deen Pat back to port, General.—Simon 
Evers & Co. 

Orestes, British steamer, 1,846, Pullford, 29th 
Dec.,—Liverpool via posts, and Kobe, 28th 
Dec., General.—Butterfield and Swite. 

Norman Isles, Nowwegian steamer, 2,180, Hansen, 
2gth Dec.,-New York Suez Canal, and Singa- 
pore, 13th Dec., Kerosene Oil.—Standard Oil 

0. 





DEPARTURES. 
Hekata Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,692, R. Nivi- 
son, 2gth London and Antwerp via ports, 
General.—Nippow Yusen Kaisha, 
Hohensollern, German steamer, 1,376, H. Bleeker, 
2sth Dec.,—Hongkong Kobe and Naga: 
saki, Mails and General.—H. Ahrens & Co., 
Nachi, 
Vigilant, American ship, 1,675, F.C. Bailey, 25th 
Be New York via Kobe, General.—Simon 
Evers & Co. 
ien, Fiench steamer, 2,054, Seller, 26ih 
arseilles via ports, Mails and General. 














Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, Wm. Finch, 26th 
Dec.,—Hongkong via poits, Mails and Gene- 
ral.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,157, J. Nirei, 
28th December, —Shanghai vid ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Vusen Kaisha. 

Olympia, British steamer, 1,691, Dobson, 28th 
Dec.,—Portland, Oregon, General.—Dodwell, 
Carlill & Co. 

Kinshu Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,312, F. Brown, 
28th D. Shanghai, Ballast.—Nippon Yusen 














Kriemhild, German steamer, 1,622, F. Birman, 
29th Dec.,—Havre and H mur via ports, 
jeneral.—Nippon Yusen Ki 
Vigilant, American ship, 1,675, Bailey, 29th Dec., 
—New York via Kobe, General.—Simon Evers 
& Co. 
Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. Fiiele, 29th 
December,—San Francisco via Honolulu, Mails 
and Gen S.£. Co. 











PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

hsteamer Empress of China, (rom 
L. Thorne, Mr. J. A 
, Rev. aA and Mrs. Lea, Mr. S. Fuji- 
muta, Mr, f. Sasea, Colonel Hl. P. Haskell, Dr. 
H. de H. Carreron, Mr. J. Sakurai, Miss Takase, 
Thos. Walsh, 


Per: Bri 
Vancouver B.C. :—Mr. E. 


























a, Mr. J. Harris, Mr. 

Idham, Mus. Anaya, Mr. J. Nishi: 
kawa, Mr. E. W. Griffith, Mr. Z. Horokishi, Mc. 
H.W. Lea, Mr. S. Kushibiki, and Mr, H. Bul 
man, in cabin 6 second cluss, aud 23 jn steerage, 
In Transit, for Kobe :—Mr. R. tt, and 
Mr. R, Howie, in cabin, and g in sloeone: For 





Shanghai:—Mr, and Mrs. Sturman and child, 
Mr, J. G. Bulland, Rev, Dr, and Mrs, Ewan, Mrs. 





Digtized ty (GO 





h steamer, 2,529, E. Warrall, 26th] 4 











Stoff, and Miss Stayne 
kong :—Miss T. Mille 
Miss J. D. Eppes, in ca 

299 int stecrage. 
Per American steamer Peru, from Hongkong 
Geo. Hall 


in cabin, For Hong- 
Mr. D. W.,Craddock, and 
in 5 3 1m second class, and 





















via porisic=Mr. Chas. Rogers Mr. Geo 
Mr. F. M. Levy, Mr. FT. a 

G. R. H. Cunliffe, in cabi Sa 3 Japanese i 
steerage. For Honolulu:—Mr. Mur Fook, in 
cabin, and 17 Chinese, 2 Japanese, in steerage. 
For San Francisco :—Mc. A. M. Connell, Mr. 









Addison Gulick, Mr. W. B. Ellis, Me. H. B. 
Bailey, and Mrs. J. Borel 2 children, in 
cabin, 2 Europeans, and 60 Chinese, in steerage. 








Per British steamer Gaelic from San _Frat 
i jodore Geo. Dewey, U.S. 

















. Caldwell, Mrs Shimidzu, Mr. 
~~ M. Brumby, Rev. and Mrs, 
in cabin, For Kob . Chas, Albert: 





son, in cabin, For Shanghai :—Miss Matthews, 
Mr. Authur Shewan, Mr. A. R. Donnelly, Miss 
Helen Smith, Mr. Chas. Rudolph, Rev. & Mrs. 
G. A. Hunily, in cabin, For Hongkong :—Rev. 








and Mrs. C, Bone and two childien, Mrs. B. Wil- 
son, Miss Kitty Mitchell, Mr. Au 
Mc. T. M, Devilbiss, Me. John Gray, in ca 


For Nagasaki :—Mr. W. F, Sands, 
UBPARTED. 

Per British steamer Rosetta, for H 
ports:—Mrs, Mudie,2 daughters, and 
J. Barmvcot, Me. Te. McC. Jowitt, Mr. 
Jowitt, Mc. and Mrs, Leslie Habsburg, Mr 
W. Almond, Mr, John Roberts, Dr. R. J. Bowie, 
Master T. Longford, Master Alan Smith, Master 
Graham, Mr, John’ Wilson, Mc. O. Satnuelson, 
Mr. W. K. Wiison, Mr. B. C. Hore, and Mr. W. 
J. Blackhall, in cabin, and 9 Chinese in steerage. 

Per German steamer Aohensollern, for Hong: 
kong via ports:—Mrs. Newton Allen, Mrs. Cho 














‘on deck, 

Per British steamer Gaelic, for Hongkong via 
ports:—Mr. and Mes. A. Abrams, Mr. and Mrs. 
H. L. Byrne, Miss Byrne, Master Byrne, Com- 
modure Geo. Dewey, U.S.N., Lieut. S. H. Brandy 
Ensign HH. Caldwell, Me. G. F. Fitch, Mr. H- 
F. Acthur, Mr. L. D. Abraham, Ms. E. W. Blod- 
gett, and Mr, J. L. Jensen, in cab 

















LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
Aaa ey 
IMPORTS. 
The market still remains uterly stag 





transactions being reported either in shirtings, 
yarns, 


fancies or woollens. Quotations are 


corron 
—8 1M, 8b yde. 
4 


PIECK GOODS. 
Tew races 
inches $2 50 to 2.80 










Slack, 35 yards, a 

awan, 12 yards, ¢ 

Reds—2.0 to 2.41h, 24/25 yards, 
30 inche: 

Turkey Reds—2.8 to 31h, 24/25 yards, 
30 inche: 

Turkey Reds—3.8 to 
32 inches . 




























gooto 3.50 


54 $6 inche 
Aienketa—Scariet and 
rer 





$1.75 to 
61.00 to 


54-50 
63.00 





Gassed 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed 


RAW COTTON. 
American Midd! 








There has been a slight improv 
tone of th et, but though con 
been offered by holders next to no busivess has 
been done. : 


isch a0 ren riuces 
ted 





Round and aq 


5d 
Iron PI eS i te 


4.20 to 















The market is still very quiet, 
actions for the supply of immedi: 
reported, 


Sales during the past teu days amount to 38,756 
piculs Manila and 14,000 picula Chine Bs ow, and 
als in the same period have been 39,000 
piculs Manila and 4.260 piculs China. Daiting has 
gone up about 15 ¢ex per picul and Formosas 
fallen about the same amount, A steady business 
has been done in White refined at slightly harden- 
ing rates, 











ran neon, 
14.35 to 4.40 
» 4:50to S35 
3.90 t0 4.15 


+ 4.00 to 4 50 
; 6.50 to 7.00 
7.30 tr 8.90 
EXPORTS. 
RAW SI 





Since the 22nd ultimo there has not been much 
business done, but prices, which were forced 
the previous week, are still maintained on the 
creased scale, Stocks amount to 9,290 pit 
total settlements to date are 43,540 picule against 
23,490 piculs last year at same date. The Peru 








shipped 944 bales for America on the 2g'h, the 
Hohensoltern 103 bales aud the Saghadsen 368 bales 
for Europe on the 25th and 26th inst, 











Wis NOT A DYE, but the cotonring princi 


‘and will positively rest 








Thirty yours Professor of Hair Specifies 


HISKERS 


EYEBROWS, &c. 





GEO. COURTICE’S 


CONCENTRATED 


EXTRACT CF NUT GALLS 


Has Ween thoraglly bested arul 










in atl ruts of the world tor 
over a quarter oft Cemtinry 
atest form, perfeetly: harnitesy 


tu the Honourable Bench rs of the Inner Temple. 


GEO. COURTICE & CO,, 


Laboratory, 8, Bishop's 


Court, 


Chancery Lane, London 


(Late 234, STRAND). 


PRICES: 2s. 64., 38. 6d, 58., 


108, 64., £1 1s. per BOTTLE. 


This EXTRACT is INVALUABLE to LADIES, as it restores the Colour close to the Skin. 





June, 1896. 


gle 





| 
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quaration: 








The market has been quiet and prices have 
slightly declined. Settlements since the 161 









Hehewsollern, and 1,049 piculs per Sagha 
Europe, and 210 piculs per Ofympia, for Au 

QUOTATIONS. 
Noshi—Filature, bani 
Noshi—Filat 












5s 
100 to Ho 
goto 95 
Goto 65 
ssto s7t 
95 to 100 
85 to 90 
asto jo 
20 to 234 


Alew small transactions in medium grades have 
jected duc ,!! the past week, but there is 
done. Stocks have been re- 
1 principally low grades, and 
only a few arrivi ‘om the country are e: ted. 
‘The Olympia took 79.082 Ibs. ow the 28th, and 
the Pers 30,838 Ibs, on the 22nd, for the United 
States and Canada. 
quoration 











Nominal, 
$31 to 32 
321033 
30 to 31 
28 to 29. 
24 to 25 
ja to a3 
20 teat 








EXCHANGE. 
_Silver a trifle lower from London, Indian Coun. 


and quotations from China 
ed have made little impression on local 
ates, which close for mail per steamer Empress of 
Fapan, as follor 

Sterling —Ba 
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Whispering in Beauty’s Ear 


The secret of preserving, purifying, and 
beautifying the skin, scalp, and hair to be 
found only in Curicura Soap, greatest of 
skin purifying and beautifying soaps, as 
well as purest and sweetest for toilet, bath, 
and nursery. The only preventive of un- 
sightly blemishes, red, rough hands, and 
falling hair, because the only preventive 
of inflammation and clogging of the Porrs 


“Sold throughout the world. British depot : Faaxcie Newazny & Sone, 1, King Edwardst. 

London. DRUG aNd Owen, Conr., Bole ‘Erongetors Boeten U, 
‘og: Send to Musous. Newanne for’ =the Bi and Hair," 6° 8 book of 64 pages, 

fully illustrated, with complete description and sreuaent, Dea tree. 












— Private to day: 
Ow tudia— Bank sight ... 


— = Private 4 mont! 
Nar Sitver (Loudon)... 








CARD. 


REGINALD H. MARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 
Is prepared to execute orders for AUSTRA- 
LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, LEATHER, 
and BONES. 
Address : 


Care of Japangse Consurate, 
98, Queen Street, Melbourne, 








-MILKMAID 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
i water is removed, nothing but the best 
ij refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 











Ag: 
December 18th, 189749)¢)zed) by Cot 


gle November 21st, 1896. 

















162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
* World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2,800 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January Ist, 1896. 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 


wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
‘soap, perfumery, and chemicals, 


MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


ae 
_ Address Messts, ¢. ROHDE & Co, 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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Trade Mark on ‘every Casting. 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“* SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESRIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCOKIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THK DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY 
TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 
WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, ! Beodaae: 


Cheapest for Beef Tea and Kitchen Use. 
LIEBIG 


COMPANY’S EXTRACT. 






















Always look for tho BLUE SIGNATURE. 

There are many imitations which have 

not the same flavour and are not so 
carefully manufactured. 











EA & PERRINS’ 


OBSERVE THAT THE 
SIGNATURE 


18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 

DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 








OUTSIDE WRAPPER £ 

of every Bottle of the * 

ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE nk 

Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, cs 
Woreester ; 7 

Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 2 
and Export Oilmen generally. Be 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE. | Be: 











fj Gout and Gravel; the 
J| safestand most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe 
males, and the Sict 
ness of Pregnancy. 












‘Phe Universal Remedy for ‘Acidity of the ‘Stomach, 
‘Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affeotions. 





WATERING 
APPARATUS 


Non Areerin ordinary Hydrants 
rreet Washers. 
Garoen ‘Watering Boxes. and 
‘Apparatus, 


Copper, and Cast- 
ron Cocks and Valves, 


E QUESHIER, E.GP., 
© Engineer and Cook Mnfr., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
“. PARIS. 
Ex'sippics'te the Sicay co. 
Vapour Baths (Berthe systema) ~ 


j Gan-Metat, 


Applyto Boves & Co, agents for 
PRENHEDMER & Co., PARIS: 





December 5, 1896. 


SLingONS 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLI N E.. 


as Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, B 
DeviclouvsLy REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural peetame 
from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 


“AOLINE” PERFUME. “Most Retreshing.” 


“AOLINE™ Tower soap 
{for the Complexion. 

“AOLINE” TOILET POWDER imparts « 

Aelightfal bloom to the complexion. 
“AOLINE” SAcHETs. Delightful for Handker- 

chiefs, Glores, &e. 
“AOLINE™ TOILET CREAM, Softening 4 

beautifying for the complexion. 

Of alt Chemists and Stores. 

J. AE. ATKINSON, Ltd, 26, Old Bond Street, London, 
INVENTORS OF TICE CHLKNUATED 
“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME. 

“ACharming Scent.”—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor’ 


July 3stt, 1897. 








THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
puritycan be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sim Sequee Banga, in hig work entitled “ The Nile Tribnt 
s—"" L otdered the dragoman Mahome- 














v's Pills. The: 

i unmistakable purgative pro 
te an fable eect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their valne,’* 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


Is certain emedy for bad legs, bad breast 
of all kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ol 


in Chi ay: 
Holloway’s rOlatsent, I gave’ some to the people, 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, 
butter, and borse feed poured in jupon us, out 
spoonful of Ointment was wor 
and the demand became 
the small remaining ‘3 
Sola by ail Chemists and Medicine Vendors t 
World, 


THE NEW TARIFF. 


OPIES of the NEW TARIFF, 
by the Imperial Diet, can be obta 
this Office in pamphlet form. Price, 25 Cents. 
Yokohama, April 27th, 1897 






















Sold ‘Throughout the World, 
Nu B.-ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


Go gle 
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“* RAISCR QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!” 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
No aotice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘JAPAN 
Werkty Mat? must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
tuarantee of good faith. : 

It is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the MANAGER, and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions ve 
addressed to the EpiTox. 











Yorouama: SATURDAY, Jan. 81H, 1808. 








DEATHS. 

At the General Hospital, Yokobama, on the 7th 
inst., Tomas Rypine Gren, aged 63 years. 
At the General Hospital, Yokohama, on the 
and inst, 3 
Shanghai Bai 

y, Wales, aged 26 year 



















SUMMARY OF NEWS, 





AN Anglo. Japanese alliance has been advocated 
by Lord Charles Beresford ina speech delivered 
at York. 


Tue state funeral of the Inte Prince Shimaza 
Tadayoshi is to take place on the gth -instant at 
Kagoshima, 





A Jarawase telegram states that Germany has 
demanded of China the session of Kiao-chou 
for 90 years, 








Rinperpgst, which broke out in Kanagawa 
Ken towards the close of last year, has now 
been stamped out, 





Tue British fleet is making a demonstration in 
Korean waters, according to some; others be- 
lieve it is still off Chusan, 








Tue total length of land telegraph lines in 
Japan at the end of last year was 15.432 miles, 
and of submarme cables 227 miles. 


next. Mr. Matsuda Hideo is the Chief man. 
ager of the Bank, 


Tur buildings of the Military College (Toyama 
Gakko) at Ushigome, Tokyo, were destroyed 
by fire on the morning of the 3rd inst. 





Sgverat regiments of British troops have been 
despatched to Egypt, owing, it is said, to the 
Dervishes preparing for an advance northward. 


THE more influential merchants in Formosa 
are doing all in their power to induce the Go- 
vernment to undertake the construction of the 
proposed railway: 





Tux coming of age of the Crown Prince is to 
be celebrated in February next, when the year’s 
mourning for the late Empress Dowager will 
have expired. — 


Tar Japanese war-vessel Zsukuba, which has 
been engaged in surveying the coasts of Kores 
for some time past, left Fusan for home on 
December oth. 


VERNACULAR papers report that the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha purpose raising their rates of 
freight from 10 to 20 per cent. from the end of 
the current month. 


Tue r1th of January being the first anniver- 
sary of the death of the late Empress Dowager, 
religious services will be performed at the Sen- 
zan Mansoleum, Kyoto. 


Ware a_meeting was being held this week at 
the City Hall, London, Ontario, part of the 
flooring collapsed, and twenty eight persons 
were killed and a hundred injured. 


On the 31st of December last the amount of 
convertible notes issued by the Bank of Japan 
amounted to over yen 226 000,000, the excess 
over the legal limit exceeding yen 47,310,000. 


Wars and rumours of wars occupy the attention 
of Baron Reuter. ‘Ihe Sondan expedition is 
to be resumed; the Afridi war continues; 
while in China war-clouds still obscure the 
horizon, 













Tr is authoritatively stated that whatever priv 
leges another Power may obtain from Ch 
Great Britain will demand adequate compens: 
tion, and do her utmost to uphold her existing 


| rights in China, 





A TeLeGRaM received in Tokyo reports that 
Count Leyden, the new German Representative 
to Japan, will leave Berlin about the 10th of 
January and arrive in Tokyo towards the end 
of February next, 


Turse have been several skirmishes in For- 
mosa during the last month between the insur- 
gents and the Japanese troops. A number of 
the former were killed and a few of the Japan. 
ese suldiers and gendarmes were wounded, 


Tue construction of a tramway between Shin 
bashi and Shinagawa was completed recently 
and the line was opened for traffic on the 3oth 
of December, The passenger ture between 
Shimbashi and Vatsuyama is 5 sen. 

On the morning of the 4th instant about 11 
o'clock Count Matsukata, Viscount Takashima, 
Baron Nishi, Mr. Hamao, Baron Yamada and 
other Ministers of State proceeded to the Palace 
and paid a complimentary visit to the Emperor, 





Native papers report that the Russo China 
Bank has proposed to the Chinese Authorities 
to lend them 120,000 Beltan rifles for a period 





Tue Tokyo-fu Agricultural and 
will commence business on jhe 


trial Bank 


ronan geo 


five years, and that China has uccerted the 
fe. It is alsu said that the Chinese Govern, 


ment has circulated orders to the Commanders 
of the Army throughout the Empire to prepare 
for emergencies at a moment's notice, 





On the 3rd inst at 2.10 a.m. fire broke out in 
a bath-honse at No. 9, Higashi Kuromon-cho, 

ya, Tokyo, and over 600 houses were 
reduced to ashes before the flames were sub- 
dued. During the fire 16 firemen were more 
or less injured. 





Tue Japanese Standing Squadron is now at 
Yokosuka, It is composed as follows:—The 
Fuji, Yashima, Chinyen, Itsukushima, Ma- 
tsushima, Hashidate, Akitsushima, Suma and 
Tsumi. The Tsukushé is now at Shanghai, the 
‘Akagi at Takao, the Chodaé in the Korean sea, 
and the Zsukuba on her way to Japan ofa Port 
Hamilton, 





Frequent interviews have taken place since 
the goth ult., principally at Oiso, between Mar- 
quis Ito, Count Okuma, Count Itagaki and 
other statesmen, with a view to the formation of 
a coalition Cabinet, but it appears that the 
parties led by the two Counts—the Progression- 
ists and the Liberals—cannot be brought to 
agree on any practical platform, and that Mar- 
quis Ito will have to form the beet Government 
he can without the cdoperation of these two 
statesmen. 


Tur Import trade during the past week has 
naturally been very stagnant in most lines of 
business owing to the New Year holidays. 
New purchases wore out of the question ant 
settlements had been made for former busines! 
In shirtings and other piece goods, as well 
yarns, there is consequently nothing to report; 
and nearly the same may be said with regard to 
metals, though some litte business has been 
done in bars and sheets, and enquires have been 
made in other lines, A littie spurt occurred in 
the kerosene market between the 3rat ult., and 
the 2nd instant, resulting in the settlement of 
some 17,000 cases for the interior at slight re- 
ductions on former rates, Next to nothing has 
been done in sugar, either brown or while re- 
fined, but prices are firm and « revival of sales 
is expected before the end of the month. The 
total imports of sugar into Yokohama for the 














past year show an increase over the previous 
year’s figures of about 20 per cent.; showing 
that luxuries are increasing in the land. The 
war scare in China has caused local coal depois 
to be entirely depleted of Cardiff and other 
smokeless coal, a very large supply being now 
afloat for the British and Russian fleets. 
Exports—the only line to be consi:ered is silk. 
A good demand has continued both tor raw 
and waste, the former principally for the United 
States market, and prices are firm, with an up- 
ward tendency. Over 3.900 piculs of raw have 
been placed since the middle of last month, and 
4.480 piculs of waste. The export of raw 
during the past year was, to America 35.09t 
bales; to France 23,909 bales; to Italy 2,485 
bales ; to Switzerland 601 bales; to Russia 225 
bales; and to other countries 282 bales; total 
62.593 bales. Stock in hand amounts to 
9 410 piculs against 18,440 piculs at same tin 
last year. Nothing worth mentioning has been 
done in tea; the remaining stock is small and 
of low grade, und the se1son may be considered 
over, An improvement has to be noted in the 
Japanese yarn trade, considerable parcels of 
stock having been disposed of for the interior 
and for China about the end of the year, but 
few of the spinning companies will be able to 
pay a dividend tor the past half year. 
Change diag dwproved tor Shanghai aud Indi 
geld rotes being unchanged, with silver up th. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
pe Rg Nd 

The ¥i7% Shimpo speaks in gloomy terms of 
the year just past. Commercial affairs and 
political affairs reached their lowest depths of 
depression and mismanagement, according to 
our contemporary’s opinion. The introduction 
of the gold standard proved a complete failure. 
It was to have opened the door for flaw of 
foreign capital, thus succouring the distress of 
the industrial classes and producing an apprecia- 
tion in the price of public securities, But fo- 
reign capital has not come in, neither have 
public securities appreciated. On the contrary, 
we have seen an ever increasing preponderance 
on the side of imports, acorresponding out-flow 
of specie, and a steady fall in the quotations for 
consols and war bonds. Nor is that all, The 
effect of the demonetization of silver has been 
fatal to the most promising of all Japan's in 
dustrial enterprises—cotton-spinning, Its chief 
market has been closed against it, and the pro- 
sperity that distinguished it at the end af 1896 
was replaced by adversity at theend of 1897, As 
for the administration of State affairs, its history 
is humiliating. The Government’ has been 
almost wholly forgetful of the empite’s foreign 
interests, paramount as is their importance. 
Failing to see that the addition of one iron-clad 
to Japan's fleet has more effect upon foreign 
opinion than any incident connected with the 
Diet, statesmen have directed their whole atten- 
tion towards obtaining a majority in the Lower 
House, whether by intriguing with political 
parties or by bribing unprincipled members. 
The cause of the nation has been prostituted by 
Ministers to the selfish purpose of retaining 
their own portfolios, and the reputation of the 
country has suffered greviously in the eyes of 
foreigners. Itis an old experience, however, 
that when things are at their worst, they gene- 
rally begin to mend, The winter of Japan's 
discontent is likely to be soon changed into a 
spring of satisfaction, 














* * 
The Michi Michi Shimbun alleges that the 
Government has had under profound considera- 
tion three lines of policy among which a choice 
has to be made at the present juncture. They 
are the policy of abstention and defence (/ai- 
vei), the policy of peace-making (cho fei) and 
the policy of advance (chin 40), The first con- 
sists in refraining from any demonstrative ac- 
tion of any kind and merely standing ready to 
defend the country’s rights, This is the policy 
said to have been adopted by the Cabinet, Tis 
advocates contend that any demonstration of 
activity on Japan's part must greatly aggravate 
asituation which, if not accentuated by fresh 
interference, may be trusted to settle itself amic- 
ably. It has to be remembered, of course, that 
Japan's position at Wei-hai-wei and her posses- 
sion of the Pescadores render it impossible tor 
her to stand entirely aloof from complications 
involving a re-adjustment of the balance of 
power in the Far East; but imprudent inter. 
ference might have the effect o! precipitating 
such complications. The policy of peaceful 
intervention looks tempting, and, as a matier of 
fact, has been essayed, The Japanese Repre- 
sentative in Peking has made strenuous efforts 
to bring about an arrangement between Ger- 
many and China, But failure was inevitable. 
for Getmany has projects more far-reaching 
than the issues involved in the mere question of 
murdered missionaries, and Russia is pursn 
her own aims, quite independently of Ger- 
many. Naturally naval and military) men 
advocate a policy of demonstration and 
advance, but the difficulty of following auch 
a line is that it involves a choice b-tween 
England and Russia, whereas it would be a 
mistake to suppose that those two Powers 
must necessarily be antagonistic with regard 
to thir Far-Eastern problem. They may very 
possibly agree to settle it amicably, Molike’s 
saying that defence can not be effective unless 
there ig strength to attack, is very true, but does 
not mean that attack is essential, above all 
when the complexion of the occasion is more 
than uncertain, Thus, finally, the Cabinet has 


fallen back on the policy of ere and 























igitized b 





defence, There is, of course, no reason to sup- 
pose that the Michi Nichi Shimbun wuly iuter- 
prets the views of a Cubinet to which it is 
bitterly opposed. 





* 
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The Wippon bas a violent and abusive article, 
the gist of which is that the change of Cabinet 
now about to take place will not be an alter 
tion but a mere substitution, Marquis It 
Cabinet fell to pieces in 1896 on account of its 
post-bellum programme of armament expan. 
sion: the question of finance wrecked it. 
Count Matsukata fully understood the circun 
stances of the time; fully understood that he 
came into office to put the finances in order. 
Yet he unhesitatingly adopted Marquis Ito's 
programme and plunged the nation in « con 
tinued flood of expenditure. Finance has now 
proved the ruin of his Cabinet, and Marquis 
Ito, in turn, comes back, smiling, to follow the 
same route, If Count Matsukata endorsed 
Marquis Ito’s financial policy in 1896, as he 
must have done since he adop'ed it himself 
when he came into power, why did he not 
assist, instead of impeding, its consummation? 
If Marquis Ito approves Count Matsukata’ 
fiuancial policy, as he must do since it is iden- 
tical with his own, why has he stood aloof nor 
stretched out any hand to assist Count Matsu- 
kata, and why does he now erect his own Cabi- 
net on the ruins of Count Matsukata’s? Can 
any principle of political morality be dis- 
covered in such proceedings? The fact is that 
the two statesmen are ‘foxes from the e 
hole.” The substitution of one for the other 
isa mere shuffling of the clan cards, The voice 
of the nation has no genuine influence in direct- 
ing the change. These Meiyi statesmen are 
counterparts of the Korean aristocrats who toss 
the ball of administrative power from ha 
hand, One hears of the Min, and the Bin, 
and the Kim and the Li displacing each 
other, but one knows that there nothing 
of the Korean people in it all; that it 
is merely a transfer of offices and emoluments 
from one clique of aristocrats to another, The 
Ttos and the Matsukatas and so forth of Japan 
present a parallel speciacle. They discovered 
in 1894 and 1895 how potent is a successful 
foreign war to restore the decaying prestige of 
the clan oligarchs, and they pledged themselves 
at once to a programme of military expansion 
The profits connected with carrying out such @ 
programme far exceed the ordinary emoluments 
of office, The commission on one war-vessel 
suffices to enrich several officials for life. So it 
results that while one group of statesmen assist 
to bring about the plunging of another group 
into a financial quagmire, they immediately 
leap into the same quagmire themselves when 
they get the opportunity. The profitable pro 
gramme of military expansion must not be 
abandoned whatever else goes to the wall, In 
all this where does the nation come in? (It 
should be noted that the Vippon has long been 
a vehement opponent of army expansion on the 
Ito lines). 
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Before sanitation became a science it used to 
be said that the average man’s life might be 
measured by 30 years. The Meifi era has now 
passed its thirtieth year and is entering its 
thitty-first. If that period suffices to produce 
marked changes in the individual, how much 
more significant should be the alterations notice. 





g lable in the case of a nation subjected, as Japan 


has been, to all the modifying influences of a 
wholly new civilization? The Meiji era was 
inaugurated by a great national movement in 
the direction of progress. Feudalism fell, and 
the spirit that destroyed it overflowed into the 
realm of old institutions and old fashions, 
sweeping away the antique and substituting the 
novel in all directions. But there was a certain 
element of superficiality in these changes. 
National ways of thinking were not radically 
altered, and as years went by, conflicts between 
the old and the new were witnessed here and 
there, culminating in the rebellion of 1877. It, 
however, these occasional protests against uni 
versal metamorphosis set back the bands on 
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dial of progress, they could not seriously 








affect the general tendency to advance which 
the rule of civilized societies. The 
pushed forward, becoming daily more cognisant 
of the anomalies that it found in its path. One 
of those anomalies was government by clan 
Statesmen, a veritable relic of the past, An- 
Other was the reverence in which those states- 
men were held by the bulk of the nation. At 
the outset, the clan statesmen regarded party 
politic’ as their enemi d struggled im- 
placably against them, the politicians on their 
side fighting with equal fierceness, Bat by and 
by the former began to appreciate the necessity 
of winning the latter's friendship, and the 
nation also was educated to perceive that only 
by céalition between the two could its interests 
be really promoted. hus, little by little, the 
principle of government in accordance with the 
will of the majority, government by the people 
and for the people, received practical recogni 
tion, and last year saw its virtual consumma- 
tion. For though the Cabinet dissolved the 
House of Representatives rather than afford an 
open demonstration of the incompetence of any 
administration when unsupported by the Diet, 
there is no possibility of hiding the fact that 
the Cabinet itself fell because it failed to secure 
the support of the Diet. Whether the straggle 
of the Ministry to secure that support destroyed 
their own cohesion, or whether they dared not 
continue the task of administration in the face 
of the Diet’s opposition, there can not be the 
smallest question that they went out of power 
because the House of Representatives refused 
to give them ils mandate, That is the grea 
the signal, change which calls for record 
the Afeqi era enters it ond generatiot 
The principle of party government hi 
triumphed. Such are the views of the Afai- 
nichi Shimbun. 
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The Xokumin Shimbun, conspicuous hitherto 
for its support of the Matsukata Cabinet, 
writes a somewhat weak article, couched in 
very general terms, the gist of which is that 
the time demands a Ministry representing the 
whole ation; that a Cabinet allied with 
several political parties can not hope to 
govern smoothly ; that every effort should be 
made to construct one great party, and that 
the best talent available should be collected 
from all quarters to administer the affairs of 
the nation at thi i 
min's position is 
its invertebrate homily reflects the fact, 
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The ends to be aimed at by the Cabinet, 
the ends to be aimed at by political parties, 
and the ends to be aimed at by the people— 
these are the subjects of three articles in the 
Fomiuri Shimbun, In the first category a 
maltitudeof objects are included —administrative 
reform, development of facilities for communi- 
preparations for the operation of the 
ies, improvement of local govern- 
ment sys'ems, the adoption of some intelligent 
and decided policy in Formosa, the adjustment 
of the national finances, and the consummation 
of the post bellum programme. As (o this last, 
the Fomiurd trenchantly observes that within two 
years of the time of the post bellum pio- 
gramme’s elaboration, its foundations have 
been proved illusory, so that while one set of 
politicians cry out for reductions 
of military expansion, 
pose taxes. In order to be forcible, the Yom 
uri ix essentially pessimistic. Ite writ 


























Ls 
conveys the impression that everything remains 
to be done, that nothing has yet been effect- 
ed, and that the task awaiting the new Cabinet 


in the 31st year of Mefji is colossal It goes 
even to the length of asserting that the mute- 
rial, moral and political progress ot Japan has 
been seriously impeded by the clan statesmen, 
though less prejudiced observers are dispos- 
ed to give them the chief credit for everything that 
has been achieved since the Restoration, Clan 
Cabinets, however, have now been virtually over- 











thrown, according tothe Pomsuyi's view, and it 
tests with (he political parties to provide, and with 
the) corstituengigs to retum, candidates com- 
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petent to consummate the victory and to profit 
by itworthily, That isthe duty devolving on the 
parties and on the nation at the approaching 
general elections. Inshori, the Yomiuri regards 
the 31st year of M/eijé as a vital epoch in the 
country’s career, and would fain have everybody 
tise to the occasion. 











THE BUDGET. 


+ 
Cuarrer L—Revenue ano Exrenpiture. 
The Budget for the 31st year places the es- 

timate of revenue at 212,114,119 ¥en and that of 

expenditure at 229,438,587 yen, showing a de- 
ficiency of 17,324,468 yew in revenue. Com. 

pared with the Budget for the previous year, a 

decrease of 37,410,551 yer is noticeable in 

revenue, and 14,149,650 yen in expenditure, 

The deficit in revenue mentioned above was to 

have been supplied in accordance with a special 

financial programme formulated for presentation 
lo the Diet. 
Cuartger I]—Revenvg. 

The estimated Revenue for the 31st fiscal 
year of Meiji amounts to 212,114,119 vem, of 
which 129,603,366 yen is Ordinary, and 
82,510,753 yen Extraordinary Revenue. Com- 
pared with tne estimates for the previous year the 
following figures are obtained :— 

Estimates for Estimates for 

the gist fiscal the goth fiscal 





Revenue. 
























year, year, 

Yen. Ven, 
129,602,266 121,406,818 
Extraordinary. 82,510,752 128,117,851 
Total... 212.113) 249 524.669 
Increase. Decrease. 

en. Yen. 

Ordinary 8,196,547 =_ 
Extrao di pee 45.607,098 
‘Total = 37,410,551 







In enumerating the most important points 
relaling to the increase or decrease of revenue, it 
may be mentioned that, although an increase of 
13,721,913 yew is expected in ordinary Revenue 
derived from taxes on Sa&é, Customs duties 
Tobacco Monopoly, Postal and Telegraphic 
receipts, Railway profits, &c.. yetas a 
tion of 5,532,366 yen occurs in receipts from 
stamps, interest on deposits and other items, 
the balance shows an increase of 8,196,547 yew 
only, 

The Extraordinary Revenue has decreased by 
48,596,288 yen, principally in the items of 
public loans, appropriation of indemnity for ship- 
building expenses, and the amount brought 
over from the previous account, but a sum of 
2,989,185 yen having been secured by the sale 
of forests and fields, the balance shows a 
decrease of only 45,607,098 yen. 

Cuarrer II—Exvenpiturs. 

The expenditure for the 31st fiscal year 
amounts to 229,438,587 yen, of which 126,972, 
199 yen represent ordinary expenditure and 
102,466,390 yen extraordinary outlays, Com- 
pared with the estimates for the previous year 
the figures are as follo 





























Expenditure. 31st fiscal year, goth fiscal year. 
Yen. Yen. 
Ordinai 126,972,197 110,580,752 
Extraord: 102,466,390 133,007.485 
Total.sesseee 229,438,587 243,588,237 
Increase. Decrease, 
Ordinary... 16,301.444 a 
Extraordinary .. -_- 30,541,095 
Total... - v1 14,149,650 





The most at prominent items of increase or de- 
crease in ordinary expenditure are—in the Fo- 
reign Department, the establishment of new 


Tobacco Monopoly Office, payment of fensions, 
and of interest on public loan bonds; in the 
War Department, the expansion of the army, 
revision of the system of organization and ex- 
tension of offices and schools in con- 
nection therewith, increase of expenses caused 
by the rise in price of provisions and 
fodder; in the Naval Department, the addi- 
tional expenditure consequent upon the in- 
crease of vessels; in the Judicial Department, 
increase in the number of Public Procurators 
and in the salaties of clerks; in the Educational 
Department, increase of teachers in various 
schools and of their salaries, and increase of 
allowances to teachers in primary schools ; in 
the Agricultural and Commercial Department, 
increased expenses for the improvement of stud 
horses, and for the encouragement of deep sea 
fishing and the inspection of silk worm eggs ; 
in the Communications Department, increase 
of outlays in connection with telephones, parcels 
post, and the development of means of trans- 
port, as well as the establishment of Harbour 
Offices : these iims combined show an increase 
of 18 017.280 yen in expenditure; but a sum 
of 1,625,835 yes on account of reductions in 
interest on deposits and from the abolition of 
the Colonial Department being subtracted, a 
balance remains of 16,391.444 yen on the whole. 














In the extraordinary section of expenditure, 
it became unnecessary for the Home Depart- 
ment to reserve payments for the reconstruction 
of the mver Yodo, on account of a reduction 
being made in the yearly instalments; or to make 
any payment for the Yokohama Water Works; 
or to grant any special expenses for Okinawa; 
no disbursements were required from the 
Finance Department in connection with the 
subsidy to the Japan and Kiushin Railway 
Companies, a reduction being made in the 
bounty to the Sanyo Railway Company, and 
expenses for the establishment of the Tobacco 
Monopoly Stationsand forthe granting of special 
rewards were separately treated ; in the War De- 
partment the expenses for repaits a-d for the 
purchase of stores, expenses forthe maintenance 
of fortifications and artillery barracks, and for 
new fortifications in the Kii and Awaji Straits, 
the expenses for the exten of arsenals and 





workshops, for the Gendarmerie in For- 
mosa, elc., were all reduced as far as 
possible. In the Naval Department appro- 


priations have been reduced in connection 
with the expansion scheme, the establishment 
of a Gunpowder manufactory al Shimonose, 
the construction of ironclads undertaken in the 
26th year of Mes7#, the building of Sasebo Ad- 
miralily Office, etc. In the Judicial De- 
partment reductions was made ‘in the yearly 
allments for the building of the Osaka 
ppeal Court and the Osaka District Court. 
The Educational Department cancelled the 
items for the construction of anew laboratory 
for practical chemistry, metallurgy, and mine. 
ralogy, for the Third High School, and also 
the expenses connected with the organization of 
the said School. In the Agricultural and Com 
mercial Department no outlay was needed in 
connection with the establishment of an Iron 
Foundry or the ,opening of the 2nd Marine 
Exhinition, or with the inspection of weights 
and measures at fixed periods, the expenses for 
which were expunged. In the Communications 
Department, a reduction was made in the an- 
nual outlays for the expenses of telegraphs be- 
tween Tokyo and Sapporo, for the laying of 
new lines to Yetorofu and for the pur- 
chase of ships. Owing to the above re- 
ductions, the amount of the estimated 
expenditure was decreased by 42,507,437 yen, 
but an increase of 11,966,341 yen having been 
made on account of the following items, the 
estimate represents a reduction of 30,541,095 

















legations and consulates, and the increase of 
salaries of diplomatic officials; in the Home 
Department, the salaries of a number of new of- 
ficials for Cities and Prefectures, increased police 
expenses, increase of subsidies and allowances 
for the preservation of old temples and shrines, 
and appropriations made for Government rail- 
ways in Hokkaido ; in the Finance Department, 


inctease in the amount of a Oe: for the 








yen ou the whole :—In the Foreign Department 
—an increase of the annual amount for the con- 
struction of Consulates in Tientsin and Amoy ; 
in the Home Department,—an increase of an. 
nual allowances for the construction of defence 
works for the rivers Sone and Kiso; of 
industrial expenses for Hokkaido and for the 
control of the general election of representatives 
le the Lower House; in the Finance Depari- 











ment, expenses increased by the construction of 
various offices attached to the Kobe Custom 
House, those required for introducing altera: 
ti in the system of taxation of land and 
other matters in Okinawa prefecture; in the 
War Department—construction of batteries at 
Tsushima, Kelung, and the Pescadores, and 
other expenses in connection therewith ; increase 
of annual allowances for similar constructions 
in the Naruto Straits, in Kure, and in Sasebo, 
and also in the Kii and Awaji Straits ; recon- 
struction of shooting ranges in Tokyo; in the 
Naval Department,—aug mentation of annual out- 
lays for the construction of arsenals; expenses 
incurred for the construction of cruisers and 
despatch vessels undertaken in the 26th fiscal 
year; increase of shipbuilding funds for the 
Admiralties, establishment of a brick factory; 
reconstruction of the rst dock of the Saseho Ad- 
miralty and of engineering schools; in the 
‘Judicial Department—reconatrnction of Kobe 
District Court ; in the Educational Department 
—recoustruction of class-rooms for physylogy, 
hygicne, and materia medtca,i n the Medical 
Section of the Imperial University ; construc- 
tion of new class-rooms for the Agri- 
cultural college necessitated by the former pre- 
mises being burnt down; organisation of an 
Imperial University in Kyoto; expansion of 
buildings for class-rooms and workshops for 
the Tokyo Technical Schoo! ; establishment of 
a ship-building section in the Osaka Technical 
School ; Agricultural and Commercial Depatt- 





























ment—expenses for the International Ex- 
hibition to be held in Paris; inspection 
at regular periods of, local weights and 


measures: and special investigation of State 
forests and mining districts; in the Communi- 
cations Department-—increase of expenses for 
the expansion of steamship services and for the 
improvement of existing government railway 
construction of commercial schools and bureaus 
for the control of communications, etc. 
(to Be contiNuED.) 











THE CROSSING OF THE RED SEA. 
Se a 
Dr. Barlett, who has undertaken to show 


that the first six books of the Old Testament are 
an accurate historical watrative consistent 
throughout with the results of recent investiga 
tion, writes as follows concerning the passage 
of the Red Sea :— 


“ Extensive shoals extend far out ina southeasterly 
direction, and a long, narrow sand-bank reaches 
toward them from the eastern shore, being at low 
tide a small channel some 780 feet wide and from 
three aud half feet deep. But at high tide the width 
is about three miles, and the elaborate map of the 
‘Suez Canal Company gives the difference between the 
highest and lowest known seas as ten feet and seven 
inches. Here are the conditions for the safe crossing 
of the Israelites and the drowning of the Egyptians. 
The statement of the Scripture narrative that the 
Lord “caused the sea to go back by a strong east 
wind all night” conforms to the fact mentioned by 
the travellers Wellsted, Schubert, and ‘lischendorf— 
namely, the great effect produced on the height of the 
waters by. a long-continued northeast or southeast 
wind in connection with the tide. 

“Dr. Robinson makes a computation to show the 
feasibility of the passage of two millions, moving at 
the rate of only two miles an hour, within the allotted 
time; a dry space of half a mile or more would adinit 
a thousand persons abreast, and a column two 
thousand in depth, two miles or more from front to 
rear, this would require an hour for the entire 
column to enter the channel, and two hours Boor e 
move over the distance of three or four miles, 
on this last supposition, two hours and a half in Hi 
It may be added that if, on account of the flocks and 
herds, we suppose the time to be doubled, the inter. 
val between sunset and sunrise in April, being about 
twelve hours, would still allow ample time for the 
safe passage of Israel, and, when the waters were 
driven back in full volume, for the destruction of the 
pursuing host. It would undoubtedly be a difficult 
mavement to arrange and execute with such a com- 
pany as the Israelites, but a Moses or a Napoleon 
would be capable of effecting it.” 
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2HE POLITICAL SI1UATIUN, 
(aici ty eaiteabe 
Friday, Dec. 31. 


There is nothing new to tell about the| 4, 


political situation. No doubt is entertain- 
ed as to the fact that Marquis Ito will be 
Minister President, but that was a fore- 
gone conclusion from the outset, in our 
opinion. The question now is whether 
the Marquis will ally himself with Count 
Okuma, or with Count Itagaki, or with 
both. The leading Tokyo newspapers 
discuss that point in most uncertain terms. 
It would appear that there is a strong 
desire on the part of the A/eii statesmen 
to leave Marquis Ilo entirely free in or- 
ganizing the new Ministry. Marquis 
Yamagata and Count Kuroda were present 
when Marquis Ito was received in audi- 
ence by the Emperor, but they both retir- 
ed so soon as the Marquis had consented 
to undertake the task of forming a 
Cabinet, their object being to avoid any 
share in the subsequent conversation. We 
_ ourselves have no special grounds for 
forming any opinion, but we find difficulty 
in believing that Marquis Ito will turo his 
back on Count Itagaki and the Liberals. 
They supported him when he was 
last’ in office, and he gave a signal 
proof of his loyally by resigning so 
soon as it became certain that Count 
Itagaki could not be persuaded to remain 
in the Cabinet. It appears most impro- 
bable that he will seek new allies now at 
the cost of his friendship with the Libe- 
rals, nor would such a course be at all 
consistent with his reputation for political 
shrewdness. On the other hand, there is 
no blinking the fact that a really strong 
Cabinet can not be formed at present 
without the cdoperation of Count Okuma. 
His figure is as conspicuous in the field of 
politics as Marquis Ito’s is in the field of 
officialdom. The country wants a strong 
Cabinet. No student of the times can 
deny that never since the Restoration 
did Japan stand in such urgent need of 
the best talent she can command as she 
stands to-day. We venture to say that if a 
plebiscite of the whole nation could be taken 
to-morrow with reference to the control 
of finance, an overwhelming majority of 
votes would. be cast in favour of Count 
Okuma first and Mr. Shibusawa Ei- 
ichi second. To bring Count Okuma 
into the Cabinrt, however, would mean an 
alliance with the Progressionists. Would 
that involve a rupture with the Liberals ? 
There lies the question. Marquis Ito 
seems to us to be in the position of 
the man in the middle: he could be 
happy with either were 'tother dear char- 
mer away. From a purely selfish point 
of view he would be more pleasantly 
situated with the Liberals than with the 
Progressionists ; for among the former he 
stands out haud wguus aut secundus, 
whereas among the latter he is brought 











into immediate conflict with the powerful] 5 





personality of Count Okuma. But as a 
patriotic statesmen he should subserve 
every consideration tothe urgent needs 
of the time. The Far Fast has reached a 
truly parlous stage of itshistory and Japan 
is ata crisis in her own affairs, financial as 
wellas political. If she is to be steered into 
smooth water, it must be by the hands of 
men like Marquis [to and Count Okuma. 
It is most unfortunate that Count Inouye 
adheres to his resolution not to accept 
office ag: for his insight and courage 
would be invaluable to his country at pre- 
sent. But no hope of his return to the 
Ministry appeats to be entertained, 
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The $i Shimpo forecasts two Cabinets, 
as follow :— 
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Count Itagaki 
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Communica 
Governor General of 
Furmosa se tees Major-General Kodama, 


Our contemporary adds, however, 
that Baron Nishi may remain at the 
Foreign Office or that Marquis Ito may 
take the portfolio himself, in conjunc. 
tion with the duties of Minister President ; 
and that in the coalition Cabinet Count 
Okuma may be at the Finance Department 
and Count Itagaki at that of Home Af- 
fairs. The latter hypothesis as to the 
positions of the two Counts seems to us 
very probable. 


Tuesday, Jan. 4. 
A coalition Cabinet seems to be now 
regarded as not unlikely. It would be 
welcomed by the nation and by Japan’s 
foreign friends also, for the country has 
never needed a strong Ministry more than 
at the present moment. An anonymous 
member of the Diet, talking in the columns 
of the Msppon, essays to prove that a 
Cabinet formed by uniting the leaders of 
the Liberals, the Progressionists and the 
National Unionists with the A/ed# states- 
men, would be, not a coalition Cabinet, 
but a cabal Cabinet. It is exceedingly 
difficult to decipher the line of reasoning 
which leads to that conclusion, but the gist 
of the argument is that men whose policies 
differ so materially could not possibly 
combine in sucha manner as to further 
the interests of the country and promote 
its prosperity. A curious contention, 
assuredly, seeing that what puzzles foreign 
observers isto discover any appreciable 
difference whatever between the principles 
of the various political leaders and those 
of the Meiji statesmen. Leaving such 
questions aside, it may be interesting to 
note that the coalition Cabinet spoken of 


as feasible, would be composed thus :-— 
Minister Presidents. Marquis Ito, 
ster of— 








veign Affairs «.....,.Baron Nishi. 
Home Affairs ‘ount Tagaki, 
War ..... Marquis Oyama (or 










eneral Viscount Katsura). 
The Nav 
Finance, 
Justice 





Baron Ito Miyoji. 


ture & Com,,.Mr. Sone Arasuke, 


Governor General of 


..-Viscount Katsura (or 

Baron Nogi). 
The above would certainly be the strong- 
est Cabinet organized since the ,Restora- 
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its formation. We doubt the possibility 
of inducing Counts Itagaki and Okuma to 
serve in the same Ministry. It can not 
be forgotten that the proximate cause 
of the disruption of the Ito Cal 
net in 1896 was Count Itagaki’s 
retirement when the alternative was 
combination with Count Okuma. Since, 
then, Marquis Ito’s natural allies are the 
Liberals, and since he, too, went out of 
office the year before last rather than turn 
his back on the party which had supported 
his programme of post-bellum measures, 
the simplest solution of the present pro- 
blem may seem, at first sight, to be a re- 
newal of the alliance with the Liberals, 
Count Itagaki’s inclusion in the Cabinet, 
and Count Okuma’s exclusion from 
it, But a new difficulty presents 
itself here—the nation wants to have 
Count Okuma in the Ministry. That, 
we think, may be taken for granted. And 
it may also be assumed that Marquis Ito 
wants him. In fact, next to Marquis Ito 
Count Okuma now enjoys the largest 
share of public confidence, and it isto a 
union of the two statesmen that the 
people look for a stable and competent 
Cabinet. What, then, isto bedone? The 
Liberals ought not to be thrown over, yet 
their leader will not serve with Count 
Okuma, and without Count Okuma a satis- 
factory Ministry can not be organized. 
Apparently the only way out of the 
dilemma is to take Count Okuma into the 
Cabinet and leave out Count Itagaki, 
making some other arrangement with the 
latter's party. We do not profess to have 
any clear idea as to the outlines of such a 








compromise, but are nevertheless disposed 
to anticipate it. Baron Ito Miyoji, for 
example, is virtually a Liberal Jeader, 





and that he will receive the portfolio of 
Communications or Agriculture and Com- 
merce, we take to be tolerably certain. 
The Liberals, of course, are not what they 
were, Several of them have shown them- 
selves unworthy of trust or consideration, 
and it would be wholesome discipline if 
the party were made to suffer uow for 
insignificance resulting from disgraceful 
causes. So far as Liberal principles are 
concerned Marquis Ito is doubtless prepar- 
ed to push them without much stint, and 
on that understanding, reduced, perhaps, 
to some clearly detined points, the Libe- 
rals might be induced to give their sup- 
port to the essentials of Marquis Ito’s 
policy. It looks now as though reduction 
of the Army-expansion programme and 
increased taxation would be among those 
essentials. Viscount Katsura is confident- 
ly spoken of for the portfolio of War, and 
Viscount Katsura is known to maintain 
that the ante de//um establishment of the 
Army was amply sufficient for Japan’s 
needs. Count Okuma, on the other hand, 
in his recent interview with the editor of 
this journal, practically admitted his will- 
ingness to endorse an increase of taxa- 
tion, though he regarded the moment as 
inopportune for adding to the Land Tax. 
A compromise on all sides appears to be 
in the air. 


Wednesday, Jan. 5. 

The Fiji Shimpo gives an account of 
the progress of the negotiations for the 
organization of the new Cabinet, from 
which we learn that, in addition to the 
difficulty of coming to an arrangement 
with the three parties—the Liberals, the 
Progressionists and the National Unionists 
—there is the further embarrassment that 





tion, but we confess that we ourselves are 





hotvery sanguine as to the prospects of 
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the Progressionists are virtually divided 
into. three sections. It appeats that the 
Driginal trom 





Jan. 8, 1898.] 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


29 


i 


first person to whom Marquis Ito address- 
ed himself on receiving the Emperor's 
order, was Count Okuma. The latter 
explained that many obstacles stood in 
the way of his accepting office, and asked 
for time to consider. The result of his 
consultation with the Progressionists was 
to show that the north-eastern section and 
the former ‘reform party” (Kakushin-to) 
were definitely opposed to his accepting 
office and to allying themselves with an 
Ito Cabinet. These form the left wing, 
or the extremists, of the Party. The 
centre, or Hatoyama section, were in favour 
of union with the Cabinet provided that 
one half of the portfolios were allotted to 
the Party’s leaders. The right wing, con- 
sisting of Count Okuma’s immediate fol- 
lowers, declared themselves content with 
two portfolios, including Count Okuma’s, 
assigned to the Party. It was thus evident 
that Count Okuma’s entry into the Cabinet 
would involve the partial disruption of the 
Progressionists. If, indeed, the seceding 
section comprised only the left wing, the 
matter would not be very serious, but it 
might also include the centre, since Mar- 
quis Ito could not possibly agree to give 
one half of the portfolios to Progression- 
ists. On the other hand, Count Itagaki 
and the Liberals declared their unwill- 
ingness to ally themselves with a Cabinet 
including Count Okuma and supported 
by the Progressionists. One of the plans 
proposed under these circumstances was 
that each of the three statesmen, Ito, 
Okuma and Itagaki, should have the fixing 
of two portfolios. Thus Marquis Ito would 
dispose of the Minister Rresident’s posi- 
tion and that of the Foreign Minister; 
Count Okuma, the portfolios of Communi- 
cations and Agriculture and Commerce ; 
and Count Itagaki, those of Justice and 
Education, the remaining four portfolios— 
Finance, Home, Army and Navy—being 
given to non-party men. This too 
being found impracticable, the next 
idea was to settle the holders of the 
portfolios of War and the Navy 
first—namely, Tieut.-General Viscount 
Katsura for the former and Marshal 
Marquis Saigo for the latter—, and then 
to try and persuade Baron Iwasaki totake 
the direction of Finance. The Baron had 
already refused once, but might possibly 
yield to persuasion. If not, Marquis Ito 
could appoint Viscount Watanabe. The 
Marquis further desired to have a non- 
party-man, Viscount Yoshikawa, at the 
Home Office.’ Thus it does not appear, 
so far as this account indicates, that things 
are in a very forward state nor are there 
many indications that Count Okuma’s 
much: desired céoperation can be secured, 


Thursday, Jan. 6. 

The latest news from Oiso is to the 
effect that no prospect exists any longer 
of forming a coalition Cabinet. The prac- 
tical impossibility of a union including 
Count Okuma and Count Itagaki has al- 
ready been explained. But up till very 
recently it seemed more than probable 
that an understanding between Marquis 
Ito and Count Okuma would be reached. 
That, too, is now declared to be hopeless. 
So far as the three statesmen themselves 
are concerned, there does not appear to 
be anything to keep them apart. Their 
policies and aims are practically identi- 
cal. But the two Counts can not move 
without their parties. To use a familiar 
illustration, it is the tails that” wag the 
dogs in their case, and the tails refuse to 
be fitted together. As for Margqujs Ito, 
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he is not prepared to offer up his whole 
policy on the altar of a Liberal and Pro- 
gressionist alliance. He is not prepared, 
indeed, to pledge himself to any definite 
list of stipulations formulated by a politi- 
cal party. Even were he disposed to 
adopt such a course, he argues with much 
justice that it would be extremely unwise 
to enter into a hard and fast agreement 
with parties which, for ought that is known 
to the contrary, may be on the eve of 
disintegration. The general elections are 
to take place very shortly. The Liberals 
of two months hence may be composed 
of very different elements from the 
Liberals of to-day, and the same is true 
of the Progressionists. It is impossi- 
ble to predict that conditions favoured 
by either party at present will have the 
endorsement of the future representatives 
of that party. The Marquis is reported to 
have declared, further, that it is not for 
him to attempt the task of reconciling the 
Liberals and the Progressionists. If, after 
the general election, the two parties can 
come toan understanding on the lines in- 
dicated by their leaders, Counts Okuma 
and Itagaki—lines which the Marquis 
himself finds reasonable and enlightened— 
the entry of the two Counts into the Cabi- 
net will be heartily welcomed. But, in the 
meanwhile, the Marquis will discharge, to 
the best of his ability, the duty entrusted 
to him by the Emperor. He will organize 
a Cabinet of statesmen such as seem to 
him most competent to discharge the func- 
tions of administration and conduct the 
foreign affairs of the State in the manner 
demanded by the circumstances of the 
time, and he willtake care to secure unity 
of thought and action on the part of the 
Ministry. 

One lesson taught by this incident is 
that the political parties have to learn 
discipline before they can pretend to ad- 
ministrative competence. Instead of fol- 
lowing and obeying their leaders, they 
expect their leaders to obey and follow 
them. So little notion of subordination 
seems to exist that we hear of the Progres- 
sionists being divided into three sections, 
each of which has a different notion of the 
conditions that should be exacted as the 
price of giving its support to the Cabinet, 
and each is equally resolved to insist upon 
its own notion. Some time ago the whole 
series of Volumes comprising Hansard’s 
reports of the British House of Commons’ 
proceedings were offered for sale, and Mr. 
Kaneko Kentaro, then Chief Secretary of 
the House of Peers, strongly advocated 
their acquisition by the Japanese Govern- 
ment. We do not know whether his advice 
was adopted, but if it was, no more useful 
study could be commended to party 
politicians in this country than those 
truth-speaking volumes. The grand fatt 
that the story of the British Commons en- 
shrines is the recognition given by political 
parties—the Irish excepted—to the neces- 
sity of subordination, loyalty and obedi- 
ence. Incidents like Mr, Robert Lowe's 
Cave in 1866, and Lord Randolph Chur- 
chill’s Fourth Party in 1880 owe the salience 
with which they stand out solely to their 
exceptional character. That any section 
of a party should break away from the 
route indicated by the party leaders, is 
counted a delirious and suicidal proceed- 
ing, to be eschewed by every possible 
contrivance. We who have hope and con- 
fidence in the future of the Japanese Diet, 
would like to see some reflection of the 
British. spirit shine out among the con- 
ol of Japanese political associations 
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Friday, January 7. 

Speculations continue to be indulged in 
by the vernacular newspapers with regard 
to the new cabinet, but we need scarcely 
occupy space by reproducing them. All 
the indications at present discernible go 
to show that neither Count Okuma not 
Count Itagaki will have a portfolio, and 
that the composition of the Ministry will 
be entirely independent of political parties, 
Marquis Ito, for the rest, seems disposed 
to hasten slowly. He knows the value of 
time as a solvent of difficulties, and he 
probably thinks that the loss of a few 
days counts for little compared with the 
misfortune of an unstable Cabinet. We 
doubt whether anything definite can be 
expected before the oth, or perhaps the 
rith, z 








THE SOCIAL EVIL AND SOCIAL 
MORALITY. 
pee 

It does not seem right,to dismiss this 
subject without .a word of reference to the 
letter from a correspondent published 
elsewhere in our columns. We have, in 
the first place, to correct an error for 
which we are solely responsible. Se: 
that our correspondent speaks in his 
second letter of Governor Hennessey, we 
have turned, back to his former communi- 
cation in the Hiogo Mews, and we find 
from it that he there also indicated Go- 
vernor Hennessey, whereas we have been 
speaking of Sir George Bowen. Our cor- 
respondent’s account of Governor Hen- 
nessey’s views stands uncontradicted, 
therefore, so far as we are concerned, and 
we have to apologise for the confusion, 
As to the geisha and their performances, 
we did not intend, and do not for a mo- 
ment intend, to deny that they sometimes 
transgress the limits of modesty, That 
depends altogether on the company in 
which they find themselves. But if they 
are suffered to follow the regular 
customs of their craft, the strictest purist 
could not detect a shadow of immodesty 
in their behaviour, ‘Time and time again 
we have seen them perform their conven- 
tional réle of attending at Japanese din- 
ners and dancing or otherwise entertain- 
ing the convives afterwards, and we can 
only repeat that the most. fastidious lady 
would not have found any cause to object. 
But the geésha is not always a demure, 
strait-laced little person, She can assume 
a very difterent character if circumstances 
suggest the advantage of doing so. Our 
correspondent must not suppose, therefore, 
that we claim for her anything like per- 
manent immaculateness. What we say is 
that she can be immaculate when she 
pleases ; that she is nearly always immacu- 
late when summoned to assist at social 
réunions in polite society, and that itis a 
mistake to regard her as an invariable 
exponent of evil. There are, indeed, 
certain bodies of getsha—the very best 
artistes of their class, too—who to unfail- 
ing modesty add a very strict standard of 
virtue. But, on the whole, the geisha is 
undoubtedly a demoralizing and dangerous 
influence, nor are her mischievous poten- 
tialities lessened by the refined graces 
and studied delicacy of her general 
demeanour. 

Concerning the legalization of concu- 
binage, we assure our correspondent that 
Japanese law does not recognise the con- 
cubine as such, A woman may be regist- 
ered in various capacities, though she is a 
concubine _alltthe while, but she can not 
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be registered as a concubine, nor has a 
concubine any legal status whatever. 
That point presents no difficulty, of course, 
for the person making the registration. 
Noinqnisition can be attempted into the real 
habits of a woman who lives in a private 
house and is duly registéred as some kind 
of domestic. The law can not prescribe the 
number of maid-servants in a house, or 
examine whether they are truly what the 
register shows them to be. On the other 
hand, the law, we believe, will not grant a 
divorce to a wife merely because her hus- 
band keepsaconcubine. In that respect— 
namely, in so far as the indirect penalty 
is econcerned—the law of the United States 
must be said to be the more strict. 

|. We need not, perhaps, refer specially 
to the subject of missionaries and their 
usefulness. Our opinions on that point 
must be well known to readers of this 
journal. It is our desire to say, however, 
that even though there were no abuse in 
this country calling for missionary de- 
nunciation except the shocking and bar- 
barously cruel abuse of keeping concubines 
in the same house with wedded wives, the 
presence of the missionaries would be 
amply justified. It is only necessary to 
ask any Japanese lady what she thinks of 
the aid that Christianity can contribute 
towards relieving her sex from that source 
of bitter sorrow and often life-long suf- 
fering. The answer will clearly indicate 
one work the achievement of which would 
earn for the missionary a nation’s blessing. 





THE VOLUME OF THE CURRENCY. 
— 

It has always been a perplexing pro- 
blem to determine the volume of currency 
suitable to the requirements of the Japan- 
ese people. In 1882, an empirical belief 
prevailed in some quarters that a hundred 
million yen was the proper figure, neither 
more nor less. Fiduciary notes were then 
the principal—indeed, almost the only— 
media of exchange, and it happened that 
a hundeed and eighty million yen of such 
notes were found to have been issued by 
the Treasury just when their depreciation 
had proceeded to such a point that their 
ratio to silver was as 180 to 100. That 
arithmetical coincidence seemed very 
striking to certain pul ists, and they 
set themselves to compile tables for the 
purpose. of showing that every million of 
notes issued in excess of a hundred mil- 
lions involved a depreciation ‘of one per 
cent., from which it followed, of course, 
that a hundred million yen represented 
the exact volume of currency needed by 
the nation. Inclusive of hard money the 
volume now in circulation is about three 
hundred and twelve millions, and again 
attempts have been made to demonstrate 
that the general rise of prices recorded 
during recent years is due to an inflated 
currency. Nothing can be less trustworthy 
than these essays to trace relations of 
cause and effect where coincidences alone 
may exist. It does not follow for one 
moment that because the volume of media 
of exchange circulating in a country is 
apparently large, the prices of commodi- 
ties must be high. Many factors fatal to 
such an assumption can be discovered 
without much thought, and no fact is 
better known to economists than that 
convertible tokens of exchange can not be 
forced into circulation in excess of a na- 
tion’s requirements. Fiduciary notes may 
be issued to an almost unlimited extent, 
because the more copious their issue the 
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greater their depreciation and the less 
their purchasing power. But the case is 
different with notes convertible at any 
time into precious metal. In Japan’s case, 
who is to determine what addition ought 
to have been made to the currency during 
the past three years of extraordinary in- 
dustrial and commercial expansion, or who 
will venture to assert that, even on the 
hypothesis that 100 million yen sufficed in 
1882, three hundred and thirty millions are 
excessive in 1897? A hundred n yen 
represented 19 million pounds sterling in 
1882—apart from the question of fiat 
currency, which does not enter into this 
calculation—and three hundred and thirty 
million yew represent 33 mi sterling 
to-day. _Surely—even accepting the 
very doubtful estimate of a hundred 
millions as sufficient in 1882—an increase 
of 74 per cent. in the volume of the 
currency during fifteen years of such 
extraordinary development as the past 
fifteen years have been, can not be called 
excessive, and can not possibly be charg- 
ed with having produced a general appre- 
ciation of prices to the extent of over a 
hundred per cent? The latest contribu- 
tion to our data for calculating this ques- 
tion is made by Mr. Amenomiya. He 
says that when Hideyoshi, the Zazko, 
introduced the coinage system of the 
Keicho era—the first system of gold and 
silver coins worthy to be so called in 
Japan—the volume was fixed with refer- 
ence to the yield of rice, that cereal hav- 
ing been the real measure of values from 
time immemorial. The average annual 
production of rice was then 20 million 
koku, and the koku being officially valued 
at I riyo, Hideyoshi determined the volume 
of the currency at 20 million réyo. Im- 
mediately prior to the war with China, 
rice was quoted at 8 yen a oku, approx- 
ately, and the volume of the currency, 
including metallic media, then stood at 
320 million yen, the yield of rice being 
about qo million dokw. Thus the ratio 
between the yield of the staple cereal and 
the quantity of the circulating media was 
preserved, and the money market did not 
show any embarrassment. But rice has 
now gone to 13 yen per koku,-at the most 
moderate calculation, and if we take the 
yield as 40 million Zokw, the volume of 
the currency ought to be 520 million yen, 
whereas it does not exceed 330 millions. 
No wonder, says Mr, Amenomiya, that 
industrial enterprise languishes, that com- 
panies have to stop working and that 

















bankruptcies are frequent. He strongly 
advocates the introduction of foreign capi- 
tal to the extent of 200 million yen, and 
that it should be obtained at the lowest 
possible rate of interest, the State rail- 
ways being pledged as security, private 
railways also being purchased by the Go- 
vernment and similarly hypotbecated, if 
necessary. Such purchase would serve 
to add the borrowed millions to the float- 
ing capital of the nation, or, if need be, 
the process of redeeming War Bonds 
might be resorted to. This is an interest- 
ing theory, but scarcely credible in its 
entirety. 








THE RECENT LIBEL CASE. 


Pa coe 
The public have probably been amused, 
though certainly not edified, by the dis- 





cussion to which the libel suit recently 
tried in the United States Consular Court 
has given rise. An impression must have 
been produced that the Japanese language 


is particularly vague, if such a wide differ- 
ence of opinion can exist with reference 
to the force of words in almost daily use. 
To us, however, the incident constitutes 
rather an illustration of the facilities that 
modern legal tribunals offer for confusing 
a simple issue. The question was whether 
a man is entitled to claim that bis charac- 
ter has been injuriously defamed when he 
is accused of having committed an act 
called sasho, and adopted a line of pro- 
cedure to which the term fused applies. 
Counsel for the plaintiff, concerning whom 
this language had been employed in a 
Japanese newspaper, claimed that his 
client had been libelled, counsel for the 
defence denied that the words were libel- 
lous ; each side produced expert testimony 
in support of its contention, and the Court 
came to a conclusion practically endorsing 
the view urged by the defence. Now as 
to the word fxsez, to which the plaintiff 
assigned the meaning ‘‘dishonest,” there 
can not be the smallest doubt that it is 
sometimes used in that sense, But equally 
certain is the fact that it does not neces- 
sarily signify ‘‘dishonest.” It isa term 
of wide import, corresponding almost ex- 
actly to the English adjectives “incorrect * 
and “improper.” Thus the act of a Minister 
of State who shows partiality in appointing 
his subordinates may be described as fuses, 
but so may the act of a judge who sells his 
judgments. It can not be alleged that the 
term /usei carries a defamatory import in 
all cases. On the other hand, what is 
quite certain is that when a Japanese 
speaks of fusei na hito, he intends to in- 
dicate a person unworthy of trust; a 

person who can not be counted on to act 

correctly or properly in a given con- 

tingency, whether pecuniary interests or 
principles of abstract morality are at 
stake. Equally certain is it that no 
Japanese writer or speaker, possessing 
any linguistic discrimination, would apply 
the term fxsei to a mere error of fact not 
wilfully misleading. He would not think 
of using the word unless ke desired to 
imply moral obliquity, whether of major 
or of minor degree. Concerning the 
second expression in dispute, sasho, the 
defence contended that it does not convey 
the significance of a fraudulent act, and 
that its true sense is simply ‘false re- 
presentation.” In connexion with this 
point, frequent reference was made to the 
fact that the term for “fraud” found in 
the Penal Code is sags, and it appears to 
have been thought that the ideograph sa 
alone, without the conjunction of gi, could 
not be interpreted to mean “fraud.” But 
if the advocates of that view had examined 
the Penal Code more thoroughly, they 
would have found that, in Art. 231 Sect. 
VIIL., sasho, the very term in question, is 
classed as a crime involving a fine of from 
2to2o0 yen. Indeed, that Article sets forth 
the very offence indicated in the alleged 
libel, namely, shokugyo wo sasho suru (to 
misrepresent one’s trade orcalling). The 
idea of frandulent purpose, or, at any rate, 
intent to deceive, is unmistakably involved. 
In short, whatever room there may be to 
dispute about fine shades of equivalence 
or variance in English translations, it is 
beyond all dispute that any educated 
Japanese, reading the words which con- 
stituted the alleged libel, would, if he 
believed them, conceive a radically bad 
opinion about the person to whom they 
were applied, and would carefully avoid 
him in business transactions. That is the 











plain fact, very successfully obscured by 
the defence, but patent enough to any 
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student of Japanese. Whether the plaintiff 
deserved to be thus labelled “ unsafe” is 
another question, upon which we do not 
touch here. 








GERMANY AND CHINA. 
+ 

We are at length in possession of in- 
formation finally settling the much discus- 
sed question whether Germany gave any 
natice to China, or opened any negotia- 
tions with her, before seizing Kiao-chou. 
A Washington telegram to The Times, 
dated Nov. rgth, says :— 

When it was learnt that the bandits in the 
district of Ku-yeh bad killed two German mis- 
sionaries the Governor of Shan tung was ordered 
to insteuct the high officials of the province im- 
mediately to arrest and punish the offenders. 
On the 1gth inst. the Governor reported by tele- 
giaplt that four arrests had been made. This 
was communicated to the German Minister, but 
the German warships had 
troops and given the g: 
to retire, The Minister did not give the 
li-Yamén any wotice of this step. The 
the landing of the Germans arrived at Pel 
the 15th inst. and caused the greatest 
The Chinese Government thereupon 
the friendly relations existing with the German 
Government, ordered the Goveruor strictly to 
the garrison and to withdraw the toops, 
1g them not to move without iustructlons, 


We have from the first refused to believe 
that the occupation was made without 
warning of any kind. No one was war- 
ranted in believing anything of the sort so 
long as a different hypothesis could be 
entertained. But the above telegram 
places the matter beyond the range of 
doubt. Of course such action can not be 
reconciled with any principles of civilised 
intercourse. There will be no second opi- 
nion about that. Germany ought to have 
formulated her demands, whatever their 
nature, and given the Chinese Government 
a reasonable opportunity of rejecting or 
accepting them before she proceeded to 
extremities. If her method of dealing with 
China were to become a precedent, there 
would be no such thing as security of in- 
ternational intercourse. A country might 
at any moment invade the territory of a 
friendly state in a time of profound peace, 
and might subsequently justify its violent 
action by formulating a grievance, real or 
imaginary. It is greatly to be regretted 
that a Western Power should have 
adopted such a course, and we are 
much mistaken if the German nation 
itself does not ultimately condemn 
it, for sounder instincts of morality 
are not to be found anywhere than 
among the Germans. _ The explanation, 
of course, will be that China, by repeated 
failures to discharge her treaty obligations, 
has placed herself beyond the pale of 
ordinary diplomatic usages, and that the 
only way to rouse her toa sense of her 
duties is to show her that by neglecting 
them she has forfieted all title to respect, 
and incurred the danger of disintegration. 
Conceding to such an excuse its fullest 
value, there remains still the final test of 
necessity. Nothing short of imperative 
necessity can justify a great, self-respect- 
ing and eminently civilized State in 
making a radical departnre from the rules 
of civilized usage. Was there an impera- 
tive necessity in this case? We can not 
detect it. ‘e can not see how recourse 
to armed pressure would have been less 
efficacious as against China or more dif- 
fieult for Germany had it been preceded 
by negotiation. Germany has put 
herself in the wrong where she might 


have been conspicuously oe and 
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{ference to a Russian 
probably true, so far as the main fact is 


has obliged her best friends to look 
askance at a situation in which she would 
otherwise have had universal sympathy. 
It is a pity, especially in the eyes of 
Englishmen, who, though they recognise 
in Germany a strong industrial and com- 
mercial rival, and though they have had 
many reasons of late to resent her action, 
nevertheless confess to themselves that 
the Germans are closer to them than any 
other European race, and that a serious 
quarrel with them is scarcely possible. It 
were futile after this Kiao-chou incident 
to preach to Oriental nations the tenets 
of international integrity. They will na- 
turally reply that if the practice of a 
Power like Germany differs so widely from 
the principles professed by Europe, canons 
of conduct cease to have appreciable value. 








A CHINESE LOAN FROM RUSSIA. 


nt EEE 
The telegram from Peking with 


re- 
loan to China is 


Concerned. ‘There appears to be a 
strong likelihood that the loan will 
be made, but of course the alleged 


conditions must be regarded with con- 
siderable doubt. China's treaties with 
Western Powers deprive her of com- 
petence to discriminate in favour of any 
one of the treaty states to the exclu- 
sion of the others in such matters as the 
construction of railways or the working of 
mines. When the Emperor of China 
signed an agreement declaring that 
“should he, hereafter, from any cause 
whatever, be pleased to grant additional 
privileges or immunities to any of the 
subjects or citizens of foreign countries, 
the-same privileges and immunities should 
be extended to and enjoyed by British 
subjects,” he divested himself of the power 
to give to Russia exclusive privileges of 
the kind referred to in the telegram. As 
to the Customs, if they are to be hypothe- 
cated as security for the loan, it is con- 
ceivable that Russia might ask to have 
them placed under the superiatendence 
of one of her own subjects. But there is 
a previous mortgage on the Customs, and 
its holders would be entitled to object to 
any such change. We are disposed, 
therefore, to dismiss all these con- 
ditions as apocryphal, and the same may 
be said of the assertion that a tract 
of territory is to be given as security. 
China knows that she can obtain a hund- 
red million taels in England without 
hypothecating any part of her empire, 
and it is hard to see why she should turn 
to Russia under such circumstances. 
Finally, with regard to Pehtang and the 
Siberian Railway, that is a very far cry. 
Pehtang lies a few miles to the north of 
the mouth of the Peiho. It is the place 
where the Anglo-French expedition land- 
ed in 1860. Latest estimates indicate 
that the Siberian Railway is not likely 
to be finished for the next ten years. 
What could Russia want by talking now 
of extending it to the Gulf of Petchili? 
The thing sounds somewhat unpractical, 
and suggests a general programme very 
difficult to conceive. 








Mr. H. P. Wilkinson, says the VC. Daily 
News, has received by wire the substantive 
appointment of Crown Advocate and Legal 
Adviser to the Legations. “Thus Averill to 
Averill succeeds "—His Honour the British 
Judge in Yokohama and late Crown Advocate 
le Shanghai being the new appointee's father, 
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THE “ NARA MARU.” 
sg 

Unhappily little room remains to hope 
that the dimensions of the Nara Maru 
disaster were exaggerated by the first 
telegrams received in Tokyo, Out of 177 
persons, only § appear to have been saved. 
There is some doubt as to the total num- 
ber, 177. A message despatched from 
Taipeh on the 28th ultimo speaks of 85 
persons having been on board. But the 
details of the larger aggregate are given 
very clearly by another telegram, namely, 
Commander Yasuda and too seamen of 
the Imperial Navy, 16 ordinary passengers 
—all first-class, apparently—and a crew 
of 60. The saved are two naval seamen 
and three of the crew. The man of-war 
Tenriw and the steamers Anping and 
Takao were sent to the scene to carry 
succour to any that might still be living, 
but the tempestuous state of the weather 
rendered the attempt abortive. Among 
the corpses cast ashore, -one has been 
identified as Commander ' Yasuda’s by 
documents found in the pockets. 

We may add that the idea of Mr. M. 
Kirkwood’s having been a passenger 
in the Nara Maru appears to be 
unquestionably erroneous. It was sug- 
gested by a telegram sent by Mr. Kirk- 
wood himself to the Judicial Department 
in Tokyo, in which he spoke of the Nara 
Maruw’s loss and his own safety. But it 
is now plain from a comparison of dates 
that the Mara Maru was en-route for the 
Pescadores from Kelung when the dis- 
aster occurred, whereas Mr. Kirkwood 
was in the Pescadores at the time, having 
gone thither from Anping a few days 
previously, 














COMPARATIVE NAVAL STRENGTH 
IN THE FAR EAST. 
+ 
The FYapan Gazette publishes an in- 
teresting table sltowing the relative 
strengths of the squadrons of the various 
Powers in the Far East, the result being 
that England and Japan muster 31 ships 
with an aggregate displacement of 147,307 
tons—including four line-of-battle ships— 
against 22 vessels representing Russia, 
France and Germany, with a total dis- 
placement of 114,851 tons. We observe 
are apparent inaccuracy. Among the 
French ships our contemporary includes 
the Feanne d'Arc, an armoured cruiser of 
11,270 tons. The Feanne d’Arc, unless 
we are mistaken, isnot yet in commission. 
The correct name would bethe Fean Bart, 
a second-class unarmoured cruiser of 
4,109 tons and 19 knots speed. This re- 
duces the displacement of the French 
squadron to 19,921 tons, and that of the 
three allied squadrons to 107,690 tons. 














FIRE ON NEW VEAR'S NIGAT. 
key ere 


On Saturday night fire broke ont in the 
kitchen of a residential house in the Settlement, 
No. 119, occupied by Mr. H. Albers. The 
alarm was given at 9.30 p.m, and very shortly 
afterwards Saperintendant Morgin, of the Yoko- 
hama Fire Brigade, with a party of men of the 
Brigade, anda couple of hose-reels and stand- 
pipes were upon the scene. The roof of the 
kitchen was then blazing up merrily, but the 
flames were very soon extinguished with water 
from the neighbouring hydrants, before any 
damage had been done to the main building. 
The origin of the fire has not been discovered. 
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THE FAR-EASTERN QUESTION. 
ee ae 

UMOUR is not slow to magnify the 
perils and menaces of the situation 

that has been created in the Far East by 
Germany’s action at Kiao-chou and Rus- 
sia’s at Port Arthur. Again we hear 
the old wail about England’s decayed 
prestige, and again omniscient journalists 
are pluming themselves on the prescience 
they displayed two or three years ago 
when they predicted that this Power would 
do this and that Power that, and when 
they declared that if England did not do 
something she would be condemned for 
ever to inaction, Prestige, indeed! What 
is prestige? If the recent proceedings of 
Germany and Russia, as interpreted by 
these anxious observers, are to be counted 
evidences of well supported prestige, then 
in truth the’ strength of that much dis 
cussed abstraction varies directly as a 
nation’s immorality, and its most brilliant 
displays consist in international mar- 
audings. The assumptions upon which 
they base their ideal of prestige are 
that Germany, in a time of profound 
peace, suddenly and without warning 
of any kind, made an armed irruption 
into the realm of a friendly State, and 
under pretext of avenging the murder of 
two missionaries by Chinese banditti, ex- 
ecuted a preconceived design of obtain- 
ing possession of Chinese territory and 
securing exceptional privileges of mining 
and railway building in a Chinese pro- 
vince; and that Russia, having joined 
with Germany and France to guarantee 
the safety of the Chinese capital by driv- 
ing Japan from a position which she had 
won in fair warfare, has now turned round 
ion for herself, 
thereby declaring, in effect, that her action 
in expelling Japan was a dishonest in- 
trigue, prompted, not by any solicitude 
for China’s safety, but by a desire to 
remove all obstructions from the path of 
her own greedy aggression. These are 
the hypotheses underlying the critics’ 
admiration of German and Russian pres- 
tige, and because Great Britain has not 
gone and done likewise, her star is sup- 
posed to have set. The fact is that if 
England’s prestige has suffered at all, it 
has suffered solely at the hands of English 
detractors and sensationalists, who, piec- 
ing together fragments of rumour, con- 
struct imaginary complications, and then 
abuse British representatives the 
British Government for not rising to 
situations which do not exist. If Ger- 
many and Russia have acted in the 
manner alleged by several of the Eng- 
lish local journals, Englishman 
‘ought to be proud that his country has 
not followed their example. 
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Happily for 
Great Britain, she is not obliged to have 
recourse to such coups. Her prestige 
rests on an incomparably more solid and 
respectable foundation. It rests on the 
fact that among the four Great Western 


y¥Go 








THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


Powers directly concerned in these Far- 
Eastern events, she towers head and 
shoulders not only above each of the rest, 
but even above the other three combined. 
We speak of a combination, but is such a 
thing practically conceivable as a com- 
bination of Russia, France and Ger- 
many against England in the Far East? 
Discriminations between the Occidentand 
the Orient for the purposes of warlike 
alliances are not supposable. If a belli- 
gerent coalition between Germany, Rus- 
sia and France be possible in Asia, then 
it is possible in Europe also. Can any 
one seriously contemplate the latter con- 
tingency ? Have there not existed, ever 
since 1870, insuperable obstacles to any- 
thing of the kind? From a strategical 
point of view also it is quite plain that 
the three Powers could not hope to make 
head against England in the Pacific unless 
they crippled her in the Mediterranean 
and, moreover, obtained the command of 


her coaling stations along the route 
from Aden to Hongkong. With Eng- 
land holding the Suez Canal, not a 


German, French or Russian ship could 
find its way eastward to reinforce the 
allied squadron, whereas the route would 
be clear all the time for British vessels. 
Any one can appreciate what that means. 
Again, suppose that the ‘combat had 
broken out and that Japan were neutral. 
Where could the ships of the allies go to 
coal or torepair? The plain fact is that 
such a fight is out of the question. And, 
indeed, we see no reason why there should 
be any talk about it. A German naval 
station at Kiao-chou need not impair 
British interests. Exceptional conces- 
sions as to mining, railway building and 
so forth are another affair, but with regard 
to that, one of two issues is certain: 
either no such concessions will be granted, 
or they will be granted to England and 
Germany alike, We can be quite sure 
that the British Minister in Peking has 
been sufficiently emphatic in his repre- 
sentations to the Tsung-li-YAmen on that 
subject. It remains to be seen whether 
Germany has any intention of establishing 
herself permanently at Kiao-chou, but 
even granting that she has, her presence 
there need not trouble England. As for 
Russia, she has asked for China’s permis- 
sion touse Port Arthur asa winter station 
for her ships, and China has granted the 
request. Why should England be thrown 
into a flutter by proceedings of that 
nature? When Russia’ made similar 
application for Kiao-chou, and actually 
employed it as a winter harbour, there was 
no public excitement, nor any talk about 
England’s prestige being lowered or her 
interests threatened. Rumour alleges, 
indeed, that Russia is fortifying Kin-chow. 
That, of course, would point to something 
more than a mere winter station, such as 
Nagasaki and Yokohama used to be for 
the Russian squadron. But rumour ap- 
pears in this instance to be wrong, as 
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usual. Russia has not taken any step 
beyond seeking permission for her ships 
to winter in Port Arthur, and availing 
herself of the permission when granted. 
She may intend to hold the place per- 
manently, but until some plainer evidence 
of such intention is apparent, England 
eertainly need not take any decisive step. 
We do not intend to suggest that the 
situation is without elements of un- 
easiness, or that it may not ultimately 
necessitate a conference of the Powers. 
But it is nota situation pointing at pre- 
sent toa warlike issue, or even to the 
immediate partition of China. Still less 
is it a situation suggesting any loss of 
British prestige or demanding any violent 
effort of self-assertion on England’s part. 
Japan is much more concerned to enter 
the arena. Her rights admit of no dispute. 
The Liao-tung Peninsula and the northern 
littoral of the Yellow Sea were in her pos- 
session less than three years ago by force of 
arms. Her troops actually held the whole 
of southern Shinking and her officials ad- 
ministered its affairs, She retroceded 
the district to China in deference to a 
united protest from Russia, Germany and 
France that her tenure of it would render 
the independence of Korea illusory and 
threaten the security of the Chinese capital. 
If the three Powers, or one of them, con- 
templates occupying, or otherwise alienat- 
ing from China, any part of the territories 
retroceded under such conditions, Japan 
has the clearest possible title to protest. 
If, as is very probable, the present ‘‘ex- 
cursions and alarums ” in a 
conference of States, Japan has the most 
distinct right to oceupy a place at the 
council board. But to secure the recogni- 
tion of her right, she had better lose no 
time in showing that she recognises it 
herself. The squadrons of Russia, of 
Germany, and of England are already in 
the sphere of disturbance, but no Japan- 
ese squadron is visible. People ask what 
good purpose can be served by Great 
Britain's naval demonstration at Port 
Hamilton and Chemulpo. Simply this, she 
shows herself upon the scene. She in- 
timates that the future of the Korean 
peninsula and its adjacent islands shall 
not be settled without her consent. Why 
does not Japan also make “act of 
presence”? It will be intensely humili 
ting and injurious for her to find herself 
quietly ignored on the day of settlement, 
and that is what will certainly happen if 
she maintains her present attitude of 
apathy. 





eventuate 








THE CUSIOMS AND THE “ BU" 
QUESTION. 





ey eee 

HE question of silver Ss and the Japan- 

ese Customs still occupies attention 

and is still employed as a weapon for im- 

pairing the confidence that foreigners feel 

in the integrity of the Japanese Govern- 

ment. We propose to devote a few 
inal fre 
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words to the subject in the hope of 
dispelling the very erroneous impressions 
apparently entertained in Kobe. One 
point, though of an unessential nature, 
may be noted at the outset. Itis charged 
that the Japanese Government has never 
vouchsafed any explanation of the matter, 
but that at last “the A/ai/, after waiting 
some three years, has ventured in where 
officials feared ta tread.” Under any 
circumstances a statement of that charac- 
ter disfigures a controversy. But when 
a distinct misrepresentation is implied, 
the statement becomes wartonly mis- 
chievous. The ¥apan Mail took up the 
subject in direct and immediate reply to 
an accusation formulated in the Kode 
Chronicle. To talk of “at last” and of 
“ some three years’ waiting” is to suggest 
afalsehood. There has been no “at last” 
nor any “ three years’ wailing” so far as 
the Fapan Mail is concerned. With re- 
gard to the Japanese Government, we 
understand that its explanations and 
reasons were long ago submitted to the 
Foreign Representatives. They will 
doubtless be published when diplomatic 
convenience permits. Ifany delay seems 
to have taken place, it is simply because 
the matter is still under discussion. 

The chief charge with which we under- 
took to deal, the only charge, in fact, 
with which we were concerned at the 
moment, was that the Japanese Govern- 
ment, in 1874, had issued secret instruc- 
tions for the purpose of discriminating in 
favour of their own nationals and against 
foreigners in the matter of the payment 
of import duties. Let us consider first 
the question of secrecy. ‘There was no 
secrecy. The whole affair was just as 
open and above board as any other legis- 
lative measure adopted by the Authori- 
ties. In September 1874, the following 
Notification was issued by the Japanese 
Government :— 

Notific: 
of MM 


of old c 
calary) 





ion No. 93.—gth inonth, seventh year 
Ithough a comparative table of values 
rency was published in the fourth (inter~ 

1 of the ist year of Afeifi, the Mint 
having now revised those values, as 
ned table, after a analysis, 
old at the 




















changed at their 
Until the lapse of the 
above term, the old currency may be used in the 
payment of taxes and in all other payments to the 
Government except the customs dues, but is 
henceforth prohibited in transactions amony the 
people. 
REVISED VALUES. 






Tchibuegin ... gts sen 
Tchibu gin (old) . 3st 
Ichibu ban (new). 32.8 
Tchibu ban (Ansei, gold) vases 88-2 5, 


To make the matter clear it is neces- 
sary to explain that the specific duties 
set forth in the Import Tariff were 
assessed in terms the silver coin 
called 4%. Any one tendering payment 
of such dues might do so either in du coins, 
or in dollars. The value of the dollar in 
terms of du for the purposes of foreign 
importers was tixed by Treaty: one dx 


of 





represented 32.154 sez, the dollar being 
thus worth 3.11 44. But by the above 
Notification the price of the d% in terms of 
the dollar became 31.5 sen for the purposes 
of Japanese importers, the dollar being 
thus worth 3.17 d4.* On the other hand, 
Japanese importers were no longer per- 
mitted to pay the duties in dz: they had 
to present dollars. As between the fo- 
reigner and the Japanese, however, since 
every dollar presented by the former was 
reckoned at 3.11 5% only, while every 
dollar presented by the latter was reckon- 
ed at 3.17 44, there was a difference of 2 
per cent., approximately, in favour of 
the Japanese. We shall recur to this point 
ina moment. Here we confine ourselves 
to the matter of secrecy. There was, we 
repeat, no secrecy. The Notification was 
publicly issued and took its place among 
the laws of the land. That no steps were 
adopted to bring it to the knowledge of fo- 
reigners was because it affected Japanese 
subjects only. It interdicted the use of 
the silver 44 by Japanese, but the in- 
terdict could not be extended to foreigners 
since they were entitled by treaty to 
use the du, It was, in fact, a purely 
domestic regulation, and such regula- 
tions are not announced to foreign- 
ers in any country. But a foreigner 
interested in matters of the kind could 
have made himself acquainted with the 
Notification as easily as with the Press 
Law or the Mining Regulations. Moreover, 
aglance at the Customs Returns of that 
epoch would have at once illustrated the 
working of the Notification. We alluded 
to this point in a previous issue, but have 
been met with the retort :—‘‘ To discover 
the existence of the discrimination foreign 
merchants would have had to take the 
Customs Returns, ascertain the total value 
of the goods passed by Japanese upon 
which specific dues were charged, discover 
what proportion of the sums paid in by 
Japanese were for specific duties, and then 
by a process of subtraction and compari- 
son eventually arrive at the number of du 
to the dollar which Japanese paid.” That 
is true of the Customs Returns as compiled 
during recent years but is not true of the 
Customs Returns at the epoch in question. 
Inthelatterthe quantities of each particular 
class of goods imported by foreigners and 
Japanese respectively and the duties paid 
were clearly distinguished, item by item, 
so that not the least difficulty could 
have been experienced in comparing 
the rates. How secrecy can be alleged 
in the case of a procedure determined by 
public Notifications and publicly indicated 
on the Customs Returns, it is difficult to 
apprehend. Moreover, if any further evi- 
dence of publicity be needed, it is furnish- 
ed by the Mint Report for 1874, where the 





* Ina recent article we inadvertently wrote that 
the value of the dollar was fixed by this Notifica- 
tion at 3.15 bu, whereas we should have written 
that the value of the du in terms of the dollar was 
31.5 sem 
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adoption of the new rate by the Customs 
is explicitly stated. 

With regard to the disadvantage at 
which foreign importers were placed, it 
was obviously confined to payments made 
in dollars. The intrinsic value of the du 
being 31.5 sen, and its demonetization 
having been effected by the above noti- 
fication, its price in the market must 
always have been less than 31.5 sen. As 
a matter of fact, it was generally quoted 
at much less. Hence the foreign importer 
could exchange his dollars in the open 
market, and pay his duties with 42 which 
he had procured at a lower rate than that 
allowed by the Customs to Japanese im- 
porters. Twenty million 4% were actually 
handed in by foreigners under these condi- 
tions between 1874 and 1894. It is of no 
use denying the fact on the evidence of an 
official who ‘never remembers seeing a 
single d« paid in,” The Customs records 
show, in black and white, that the yearly 
payments—varying from over 3 millions 
in 1875 to less than two hundred thousand 
in 1894—aggregated 20 millions. On the 
other hand, foreign importers discharging 
the Customs dues direct with dollars, 
suffered a discrimination of 2 per cent., 
and of course the total loss thus incurred 
exceeded the total gain on payments 
made with dx. 

It has been most confidently asserted 
that the action taken by the Japanese 
Government in this matter of the d¢ was 
a distinct violation of the letter and the 
spirit of the Treaties. Notonce or twice, 
but many times, the charge has been 
made. None of those advancing it, 
however, has attempted to prove it. The 
task would have been impossible, for the 
Treaties do not contain a word that can 
be construed in such a sense. So far as 
the Treaties are concerned, the Japanese 
Government might remit import duties 
altogether in favour of its own subjects. 
Under the Revised Treaties nothing 
of the kind would be lawful, since 
they secure national treatment for 
the subjects or citizens of the contract- 
ing parties. But the Treaties now in 
operation impose no restriction of the 
kind. The Government would be unwill- 
ing, we presume, to resort to any such 
invidious discrimination. ‘fhat, however, 
is a point of sentiment. If facts alone be 
considered, the statement that the Notifi- 
cation quoted above was in any sense a 
violation of the Treaties will not hold 
water for a moment. 











The steamer Zyo Afaru, recently built at the 
iki Dockyard, Kobe, for the Ito Steam- 
‘ompany, made her official trial wip off 
Awaji on the 25th ult., says the Chronicle, with 
satisfactory results, She developed a speed of 
15 knotsanhour, The new steamer is 180 feet 
long and her gross tonnage 745. She is fitted 
with triple expansion engines, and the cabins 
are fitted with electric light. She is to make 
her maiden voyage from Osaka on the 6th prox. 
to Oshima, Satsuma, via Moji, Hakata, Naga- 
saki, and Kagoshima, 
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“RUSSIA AT PORT ARTHUR. 
ae eee tale ae 
If it be true that Russia has sent a force 
of marines to Kin-chow and is throwing 
up defensive works there, the fact is 
full of significance. Kin-chow—or Chin- 
chow as it is also called—ties at the neck 
of a narrow isthmus connecting the south- 
ern and central parts of the Liaotung 
Peninsula. It is 25 miles distant from 
Port Arthur, and it may be called 
the back-door of that important har- 
bour, for a comparatively small force 
posted in the vicinity of Kin-chow could 
effectually bar any advance against Port 
Arthur from the land side. The first fatal 
mistake made by the Chinese in connexion 
with the Japanese invasion of Liaotung, 
was their failure to make effective provi- 
sion for guarding Kin-chow. The place 
fell after a very brief struggle and the road 
to Port Arthur lay open. It is quite 
plain, however, that if Russia be occupy- 
ing Port Arthur merely as a winter station 
for her squadron, the defences of Kin-chow 
have no manner of concern for her. We 
must the refore conclude either that she 
has really undertaken to restore the forti- 
fications. of the place in China’s interests, 
or that she intends to be a permanent 
occupant herself. Under any circum- 
stances this Kin-chow news imparts to 
the whole incident a complexion very 
different from that originally assigned 
to it. 








EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 
eo gee 


Some time ago, a newspaper controversy be- 
tween Mr. Takahashi of the ¥apan Times and 
the Rev. E. Snodgrass, editor of the Shepherd's 
Votce, led to the issue of a challenge—by the 
former gentleman, we think—to hold a public 
discussion, and argue the pros and cons of 
Christianity on the platform instead of in the 
press. The challenge was accepted, but asa 
considerable interval elapsed without any sieps 
being apparently taken to complete the arrange- 
ments, the public began to think that the affair 
was “off.” The debate is to take place, how- 
ever, in Tokyo on the 8th and roth instant, 
at a place announced in our advertisement 


















columns, The propo 
hat Chi ity as a social institution i 
uw dogmatic sense ts but a ghost of su 





id an entirely useless institution now. 
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| 2 Affiemed ty as a social institution 
is useful, and that in its dog: is proven to be 
both fi and credible lence of historical 








records: and is. therefore, necessary to the highest de- 
velopment of the human race.-—Ihe Rev. E- Snodgrass. 








DEATH OF MR. H. E. HARRIES, 
——— 


We regret to have to record another death 
from typhoid fever, which occurred on Son- 
day last, when Mr. H. E, Harries, of 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, suc- 
cumbed to the ase after a very short ill 
ness. The burial service took place at 
Christ Church on Monday morning, the Rev. 
E. C. Irwine officiating, and concluded at the 
Cemetery, where there was a large attendance 
of friends.of the deceased and officers of the 
Bank. The pall-bearers were Messrs, C. 
Guinness, J. Maclean, W. Reid, G. C. Murray, 
H. W. Fraser, E. Hutchinson, J. G. Watson, 
and J. MacArthur. Many beautiful wreaths 
were sent by friends, amongst others by Mr. 
and Mrs, H. M. Bevis, Mrs, Wheeler, Mr. and 
Mrs, E. H. R, Manley, Mr. and Mrs, W. W. 
Campbell, Mr. and Mrs, J. C. Nicholson, Mr. 
and Mrs, R. Home Cook (of Kobe), Messrs. J. 
R. Parsons, H. Tanner, H. W. Fraser, F. J. 
Lias, V. Blad, E. J. Libeaud, W. B. Clayton, 
G. W. Middleton and F. C. V. Ribeiro, the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, the Chartered 
Bank, the National Bank of China, the staff of 
the General Hospital, the Kobe branch of the 


H. and S. Bank, etc. 


















FORMOSA. 
+ 
“The Beautiful Island” maintains its 
reputation for unruliness and violence. 
Baron Nogi has again to report various 
outbreaks of rebellion and various mea- 
sures of restraint. His telegrams just 
published relate to events which occurred 
last month, from which delay we infer that 
the operations described were in localities 
more or less remote from the regular lines 
of communication. The details do not 
convey explicit information, but it will be 
as well to translate the telegrams ac- 
curately :— 
Opgrations oF THE Frest Mixep Bricape. 
The insurgent bands under Lo, Ya and Su 
Liok having assembled in force, and made an 
irruption into the hilly district on the north of 
the Kelung River, where they gave themaclves 
up to general pillage, three companies of in- 
fantry were sent from Taipeh and one from 
Kelung, under the command of Major Hirooka, 
on the 7th of December, to disperse them. 
On the approach of the troops the rebels fled 
in all directions, and no encounter of 
any consequence took place. The troops 
camped out in the hills and instituted a thor- 
ough search of the district, with the result that, 
on the 23rd of December, the insurgents were 
brought to bay, and two bodies under Seh Ko 
and Sui Hwan-kiok were engaged by the gen- 
darmes, the rebel casualties being 13 killed, 
40 or 50 wounded and 2 taken prisoner. On 
the side of the gendarmes there were one killed, 
one wounded and one missing. 
Operations oF THE Secoxp Mixep Bricapr. 
On the 2tst of November the insurgents at 
Taipui-chin and Tok-to-cho were attacked and 
scattered, but at the close of the month they 
te-assembled ; and in the beginning of Decem- 
ber, some two hundred of them, under the 
leadership of Ho Tiat and Ting Sni-sian, made 
their appearance in the Chik-kow hills, en- 
irenched themselves strongly, and made as 
thongh they contemplated an altempt to 
recover possession of Ta-peng-ting. On 
the th of December, therefore, the Bri- 
gade sent five single-companies of infantry, 
a battery of artillery, together with detachments 
of engineers and ambulance and a squadron of 
mounted gendarmes, to attack them, On the 
morning of the 13th, the assault was delivered 
from three directions, and the rebels, alter some 
resistance, abandoned their entrenchments and 
fled in all directions, with a loss of 10 killed, 
26 prisoners, including one of their leaders, 
Nai Gi, and 40 wounded, including Ho Tia. 
The Japanese casualties were three wounded, 
including a sergeant of engineers, A part of 
the attacking force was stationed near Kai-kow- 
shan, and the remainder was withdrawn, 
CpeRATIONS OF THE THirp Mixep Bricape, 
At the close of November, about 200 insurg- 
ents assembled at Hwan-tsu-shan, under the 
command of Chai Ai ai and Chai Hiong, and 
raided the surrounding districts. Two com- 
panies of the Brigade which were returning, on 
relief, from Sin-eng and Chian-pa-fu, attacked 
and dispersed these insurgents on the 7th of 
December. But it having been ascertained that 
a large force of insurgents were holding a fort 
in the vicinity of Kiu-ti-ong, Major Inouye was 
despatched on the 8th to disperse them, having 
under his command two companies of infantry, 
a squadron of cavalry, a detachment of artillery 
and a detachment of engineers. The rebels 
fled without sustaining an assault, and the 
troops are now engaged hunting them ont. The 
insurgents had several killed in the engagement 
on the 7th, and two of the attacking party were 
wounded, z 




















According to a London telegram of the roth 
December, published in the Indian papers, 
Reuter wires from St. Petersburg news of an 
alarming Mussulman ferment in the Russian 
Asiatic provinces, and that a revoltis also feared 








in the Caucasus, 


gle 








FAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
Lg 

Immigrants to Hokkaido have been steadily 
increasing year by year, says the oye 
Asahi, the number forthe 29th year only having 
decreased as compared with the previous year. 
Immigrants in 1895 totalled por in 1896, 
50.396, a decrease of 9,275. This unusual fall- 
ing off was attributable to the war with China. 
This year the number of emigrants bas consider- 
ably increased, and although no accurate statis- 
ics have yet been compiled the total number is 
supposed to exceed 60.00>. The majority of 
these immigrants come from Ishikawa, Aomori, 
Niigata, Toyama, Kagawa, Yamaguta, Akita, 
Iwate, and Tokushima, some of these prefec- 
tures sending more | 7,000 immigt each 
every year. 











With the progress of the business of the In- 
dustrial Bank the advantages of obtaining loans 
repayable on yearly installmenis have made 
themselves clearly recognisable. Applications 
for such loans are steadily increasing, especially 
in industrial communities, The spinning com- 
panies, excepting those in Osaka, Settsu, and 
Miye, have all applied forloans. Some of them 
have already settled contracts and others are now 
negotiating for the same. The Piax Mannfactare 
ing Companies in Hokkaido and Shimotsuke 
are also on the list, and (heir example has been 
followed by some of the silk manufacturers in 
the country, The amount of loans thus issued 
by the Bank is said to exceed 1,500,000 yen, 
which will be increased to 1,800,000 yen in 
January next. Complaints are heard from all 
directions as to the tedious procedure of the 
Bank in the issue of loans. But as the 
Bank's contract extends generally over twenty 
years, in spite of the imperfection now 
noticeable its machinery for the in- 
spection or appraisement of land or other 
securities for loans, elaborate investigations are 
required in most cases, making delay in- 
evitable. From next year, however, the Bank 
promises to afford greater facilities in all its 
transactions, A branch of the Central Bank is 
to be established in Osaka immediately after 
the coliection of the second cull on its shares, 
y of the provincial banks are to be com: 
missioned to act as branches or agencies but 
no change will be made in the rate of interest 
for the present year. 




















The revenue payable into the Treasury for 
this year, according to the Hochi, amounts to 
212,114,119 yen while ou to be made 
after next Spring are estimated as follows :— 
Redemption of loan bonds, 6,906,500 yen for 
1898 ; 7,170,239 for 1899; interest on public 
bonds, 3,862,482 yen for 1898; 3.848.928 for 
1899 ; interest on loan bonds, 1,875,000 yen for 
1899; interest on Public Undertakings Bonds, 
1,409,858 yen ; 1,778,202 yen for 1899; 10 per 
cent. of the military and naval armament ex- 
pansion expenses, 6.358,647 yen (or 1897; 
4,449,428 yen for 1899; 5 per cent. of general 
administrative expenditure, 4,253,434 yea for 
1897; 3,625,781 yen for 1898. 














Since the new coinage system came into 
force in October last up ull the 28th December 
gold coins exchanged for notes amounted, 
according to the A/ainiché, 10 10,186,000 yen 
and for silver to 3,166.925 yen, making a 
total of 13,352,925 yen. It is for these reasons 
that the export of bullion in November shows 
anexcess. The foreign trade for the year can not 
be definitely tabulated yet butit is beyond doubt 
that the excess of imports which characterized 
the 27th year of Afeifi still continues to exist, 
The sums brought into the country by the In- 
demnity have no longer to be reckoned with, and 
an outflow of gold must inevitably be expected. 





The silk market, asserts the Mainichi, was 
glutted with 33,066 bales in the beginning of 
last year. Naturally holders were anxious to 
realize and prices steadily fell. Trade revived 
a litle in April, but on the whole business 
in the last half of the season hardly came 
up to expectations. The stock remaining 
unsold on the market this New Year does 
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not exceed 16,300 bales. In the agth year 
of Meiji 43,585 bales of silk were exported 
in the 3oth year 80,408 bales were ship- 
ped abroad from the beginning of the new 
season, Quotations were at first fixed at 860 
yen—though at one time they fell to 840 yen— 
but eventually rose to 900 yen at which price 
the market enters upon the new year.. The 
scarcity of silk in foreign markets and the orders 
now coming in from abroad will certainly tend 
to enhance the value of present stocks ; though: 
February is always considered a hopeful month 
for silk dealers. 












shows the 
amount of silk received at pped from 
Yokohama during the latter half of each of the 
past three years :— 










Ea oe 
Stock 866 16,581 5.525 
Artivals 114.569 73.132 98.812 
Sales 58,896 30.3 06,797 
Direct export 13.198 8,638 14,093 
Returned 8.629 12,460 7,116 
Stock brought over 43.714 32,238 +=—15,948 


Arrivals of raw and waste silk in Yokohama 
from January to December last year were 
follows :—Raw Silk, filatures, 84,140 bale: 
sakuri, 21,842 bales; hanks, 25 bales; ori 
hatshi, 12,193 bales; shéofsuke, 1,197 bales ; 
miscellaneous, 167 bales ; total 119,571 bale 
waste silk—mnoshs, 21,838 bales; skin, 21,206 
bales; éama, 264 bales; pierced cocoons, 708 
bales; floss, 28 bales: miscellaneous, 6,173, 
total, 50,222 bales. 














According to the Mainichi, the amount of 
kerosene oil imported from Russia and Ame- 
rica during last year was 1,886,118 and 
1.743.771 cases respectively. The import of 
Sumatra oil increases day by day though it 
does not yet exceed 100,000 cases per year, Last 
year this oil was at one time quoted at 2.33 yen, 
bat it afterwards fellto 2.10 yen, Comet brand is 
the cheapest of the oils now imported, being 
sold at from 1.90 yew to 2.03 yen. rrivals 
from Rugsia and America have been brisk since 
October ast and considerably more busi- 
ness has been done than in the previous 
year, Russian oil alone totalled 302,000 cases 
against 130,000 cases last year, while Ameri- 
ean oil exceeded 256,000 ca Demand 
now begins to decrease. The tightening of the 
money market as well as the general depres- 
sion of trade have deterred provincial 
dealers from entering upon large contracts and 
a fall im prices is expected. 























HERBERT SPENCER'S KNOWLEDGE. 
Sees 

John Fiske, the historian, relates the follow- 
ing incident about Herbert Spencer :— 

“ LT remember one evening, many years ago, hearing 
Herbert Spencer in a friendly discussion regarding 
certain functions of the cerebellum. Abstruse points 
‘of comparative anatomy and questions of pathology 
were involved, Spencer's three antagonists were not 
violently opposed to him, but were in various degrees 
unready to adopt his views. ‘I'he three were Huxley, 
‘one of the greatest of comp: 1s; Hugh- 
lings Jackson, a very authority on the 
pathology of the nervous system ; and George 'lenry 
Lewes, who, although more of an amateur in such mat- 
ters, had nevertheless devoted years of study to neural 
physiology and was thoroughly familiar with the his- 
tory of the subject. Spencer more than held his ground 
against the others. {le met fact with fact, brought 
up points in anatomy the significance of which Huxley 
had overlooked, and had more experiments and clinical 
cases at his tongue’s end than Jackson could muster. 
Tt was quite evident that he knew all they knew on 
that subject, and more besides. Yet Spencer had 
never been through a course of ‘regular training’ in 
the studies concerned; nor had he ever studied at a 
university, or even ata high school. Where did he 
learn the wonderful mass of is which he poured 
forth that evening? Whence came his tremendous 
grasp upon the principles involved? Probably he 
could not have told you. . + When I mentioned 

































this to Lewes, while recalling the discussion on the 






ince Shakespeare, and he is like Sha 
for hitting the bull’s.eye every time he fires. 
Darwin and tuxk 


As for 











, we can follow their intellectual 
es, but Spencer is above and beyond all ; he is 
inspired |" 





CALENDARS. 

igo 
The most beautiful of all the calendars we 
have received this season is that of Mr. Tama- 
mura, the well known photographer of Yoko- 
hama, The upper part of a thick sheet of 
cardboard with scolloped edges and finely 
pitied surface, is occupied by a coloured photo- 
tograph, the subject an avenue gate within 
which stands a daintily dressed girl bowing to 
a lady visitor, Beside the gate hangs a sign- 
board with the legend, Omedeto Zamamura. 
The tones of the picture are most charming, but 
we are obliged to confess that the colour of the 
almanack fastened to the lower part of the card 


is not altogether satisfactory. 


The Methodist Publishing House (No. 2 
Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo), which has now ber 
come an institution of considerable importance, 
sends out a thoroughly practical calendar, the 
year, the month, the days of the week and 
the days of the month, all marked in different 
colours, large, well arranged and conspicuous, 
Utility rather than beauty was evidently the 
object of the compilers, and they have attain- 
ed it. 








The Insurance Offices have not made any 
w departure... They send out calendars de- 








i|signed and decorated pretty much after the 





fashions of last year. The North British and 
Mercantile (Yokohama agents, Messrs, Findlay, 
Richardson and Co.) is the colossus of the 
number, from a pecuniary point of view. Tis 
funds on the 31st of December, 1896, were 
£12,954,532, and its revenue in the fire depart- 
ment for that year was £1,577,029. The card 
is pretty and refre gly chaste; it owes its 
good looks solely to skilfully blended colours 
and handsome lettering ; there is no attempt at 
pictorial decoration. 











The Manchester (Yokohama Agents, Messrs. 
Kingdon, Schwabe and Co.), with its total 
funds and securities of 24 millions sterling, 
distributes a pretty sheet, artistically coloured 
and distinguished by a view of Manchester at 





night, a portion of the city burning with lurid |# 


fierceness. 


The Phoenix, which is, perhaps, the most 
aptly named of all offices, justly glories in 
having paid losses aggregating more than 
twenty million pounds sterling during the 115 
years of its career. The cosmopolitan charac- 
{er of its opetations is suggested by a flaming 
city in which mosques, minarets and pagodas 
are associated with churches, cathedrals and 
chambers of commerce. The Yokohama 
Agents are Messrs, Kingdon, Schwabe and Co. 


The Northern (Fire and Life), of which 








Messrs. W. M. Strachan and Co, are’ the local | 8 
has funds aggregating £4,893,000, and | § 


age! 
receives fire premiums amounting to £700,000 
and life premiums totalling £243,000. 
calendar is a fine specimen of designing in 
solid colours. 


The Imperial, which, during a life of 94 
years, has paid losses exceeding 14} millions 
sterling, possesses reserves and assets agere- 
gating 2 millions, though its paid up capital 
is only three hundred thousand pounds. The 
Yokohama agents are Messrs. Browne and Co 
‘The calendar of this company, specially pre- 
pared for Japan, furnishes a quantity of useful 
information, Among the tables inscribed on 
its face there is one recalling the melancholy 
fact that silver, which is now quoted at some 
264d. per ounce, sold for 61 pence in 1869. 


We have to congratulate the Fapan Gaselle 
on sending ont a calendar excellently designed 
and in all respects very tasteful. It offers a 
good deal of useful information, and asa speci- 
men of printer's work does great credit to the 
resources of our contemporaty’s office. Indeed, 
the typography and general ‘ get up” do not 
suffer by comparison with the outcome of Lon- 
don establishments. 


Among the pictorial sheets distributed by the 
pers, we notice as specially 














is | Ker 


attractive the 719i Shimpo's chromo-lithograph 
of a girl with a lap-dog in her arms, typifying 
the fact that 1898 is the year of the dog, ac- 
cording to the old Japanese calend The 
girl’s face and costume are really fine produc- 
tions, bat the drawing of the dog shows all the 
weakness generally observable in Japanese 
efforts to depict animal 











The Nichi Nichi Shimbun presents to its 
readers a capital portrait of Marquis Ito, in full 
uniform, wearing a galaxy of decorations This 
is a particularly timely choice of subject, aud 
since it must have been made some time ago, 
it does considerable credit to our ‘contem- 
porary’s prescience. 











MONTHLY CUSIOUS REIURNS. 
eee 
The following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for November last, showing the foreign 
trade of the Empire for the month:;— 

















SILVER YAN. 
Exports 12,772,107.000 
Imports 14,080,373.680 
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4A CORRECTION. 


Ce ee 

We have to apologise tothe Kobe Chronicle 
for inadvertently translating its assertions into 
language actually used, or said to have been 
used, by Count Okuma. The correction, 
however, is purely technical: it does not in 
any way affect the argument. The Kode 
Chronicle explicitly endorsed Count Oknma’s 
view by undertaking to demonstrate that he was 
correct in asserting that the funds for building 
the Fuji and the Fashima had been granted by 
the Diet, That was the whole question at 
issue. Our Kobe contemporary, with its 
wonted magnificence about irrelevant trifles, 
makes a great deal, a very great deal, of the 
fact that we put Connt Okuma’s words into its 
mouth, and by flying along that side route, 
evades the original problem altogether. It takes 
the position of a parson who should object to 
being credited with using the words of the text 
on which he preaches, Neither has it yet 
learned the every-day lesson that evil suspicions 
are always a subjective revelation. 


PICTURESQUE PENANG 
as eS 

We have: received three more sheets belong- 
ing to the remarkable series of pictorial posters 
for the preparation of which the various foreign 
communities in the East have put up consider- 
able sums of money, The public is now awate, 
ot the authority ot Mr. Wellesley Parker, that 
from the funds subscribed for the manufacture 
of these flaming horrors only a sinall per-cent- 
age goes to the advertising agent, the remainder 
being divided between’ the producer of the 
sheets and the newspaper associated with Mr, 
Parker in the enterprise. Hence, according to 
Me, Parker's account, the newspaper’s method 
of dealing with advertisers determines the 
quality of the so-called “picturesque sheets.” 
Then we can only say that the newspapers have 
hitherto behaved very badly. These affairs are 
fit for nothing but to be pasted on the shutiers 
of a‘travelling caravan, Penang and the Malay 
Peninsula have now been done in red, blue and 
yellow, pretty much after the execrable fashion 
that has already produced an epidemic of 
nausea in the case of the Straits Setilements, 
We can only hope that Yokohama will be a 
magnificent exception, 




















THE DREYFUS AFFAIR. 
+ 
The Paris correspondent of Zhe Times, iv a 
letter dated November roth, speaks thus of the 
Dreyfus affair : 
If the Dreyfus 














‘affair goes on becoming more and more 
complicated, if it continues to bring forward new per- 
sonages, if the newspapers continue to add fuel to the 
flames by violently taking sides, if M- Esterhazy, M 
Leblois: M. Wazille, and, indeed, all those who are more or 
less implicated or interested in the affair, go on speaking 
writing, giving interviews, and calling at newspaper 
offices to deny the w ‘imputed to them—if this 
the this exchange of insults: 
passion is prolonged, France will soon 
house. Happily, the world 
ys but knows that this is a tran: 
brealt, in which everybody tries t drown his neighbour's 
There has existed, moreover, f 
system, almost a passion, of parading 




































eyes of the world. Frenchmen e habit of pro- 
jaiming that civie corruption and political immorality 
here reach their climax, and they console themselves after 





the fashion of the citizens of Chicago when they boasted 
that their fire was the greatest on record. 

‘This is what has occurred in the Dreyfus case. It might 
have been minimized, Silence might have been imposed 
on Chamber, Senate, and Press. Interviews and con- 
fidences, all this apparatus of deafening uproar might, and 
in any other country would, have beea prevented, but 
this has not been done. Everybudy is exciting himself 
and others: For some months France had been calm, 
and had begun to yawn. Perhaps, for a diversion, the 
o et would have been overturned, but the Dreyfus 
affair has_come up. and, even if M. Hanotaux offered to 
recognize England’s protectorate in Egypt on condition of 
Cleopatra's Needle being sent over as.a pendant to the 
Luxor Column, nobody would pay any attention to the 
news until it had been decided whether E. Esterhazy or 
Captain Dreyfus sold the documents which a moring 
Paper has proved not to be worth a rush, documents 
which show that if the vendors were traitors the buyers 
were simpletons. 




















CAINESE ITEMS. 
aE 





The process of belittling the British Govern 
ment in order to establish one’s own reputation 
for sagacity is industriously carried on by the 
N.C. Daily News, Discoursing on the text 
of how Zhe Zimes and the Foreign Office 
poohpoohed its information about the Cassini 
Convention, our contemperary says :—‘ Now 
the F, O. is in the undignified position, as we 
learn from Reuter, of having to run round to the 
various Courts asking them what they think of 
the last Russian move—of which they were 
warned by us two years ago—and getling 
snubbed for their pains.” The only trouble 
about this poean of sell-laudation is that it is 
based ona myth. Reuter has not told us any- 
thing of the kind. He has telegraphed that 
“the German Foreign Office professes no 











surprise, &c.,” and that “the Washington 
Government having been sounded as to its 
views on Chinese affairs, replied, &c.” That 


these independent statements of the views enter- 
tained by the Berlin and Washington Cabinets 
were obtained by the London Foreign Office 
after undignified running round is a pure 
fiction, illustrating the general trustworthiness 
of the political criticisms penned by the Shang- 
hai journal. It never seems to occur to such 
writers that a British journal might find a 
worthier méfer than to malign the British 
Government, minimize Great Britain's in- 
fluence, and endeavour to prove that English- 
men in the Far East have a supreme contempt 
tor the capacity of their country’s Ministers. 





Concerning the above case, itis only fair to 
note that the following letter has been published 
in the columns of the W.-C, Daily News :— 


S1r,—The edit reference in the N,.C. Daily 
News of yesterday's date to the Bennertz case is not 
just to China. 

China does not wish to prolong a settlement; she 
does not wish either to starve or embarrass Mr. Ben- 
nertz, nor can China be held respo: le for what a» 
lawyer may say in arguing « case in one of her Courts. 

‘There can be no doubt that the case was properly 
before the Chinese Court, and that jurisdiction w: 
given the Court on it by treaty, Sir Nicholas H 
nen was present at the time, remained in court dur 
the whole of the trial, as is provided by treaty, and, 
after the decision of the Court, filed a protest as is 
also provided by treaty. Sir Nicholas did not think 
the decisiou just, and he said so in his protest, but he 
also said in his protest that he was treated courte- 
ously by the Taotai and that his personal relations 
with the Taotai were pleasant How then can you 
say that Sir Nicholas was insulted by China? 

When a treaty provides where a case shal! be tried 
and it is tried there, the losing party to the case may 
feel that he has been unfairly treated, but if his Go- 
yernment should undertake to say how the Court must 
decide, why provide by treaty where cases should be 
tried; why have a Conrt at all if the powers of the 
Court are to be annulled or usurped by the Govern. 
ment of the unsuccessful party to the case? To esta- 
blish such a principle would destroy all confidence in 
the system of Courts provided by treaties. 

It is within the knowledge of this writer that China 
has made repeated efforts to settle the Benneriz case, 
that she desires to sustain friendly relations with the 

h authorities, but British justice and no other 
ind of justice requires China to pay the Bennertz 
debts. Nothing could be more unjust than to ask 
China to liberate Mr, Kennertz from the claims of his 
creditors; they were not parties to the case, and Mr. 
Bennertz may owe one pound or a million, 

It can be stated with entire accuracy that China 
earnestly desires an amicable seitlement of the Ben. 
nertz case, but there will be no settlement, and there 
ought not be any, when the measure of Mr. Bennertz’ 
indebtedness is made the measure of the amount 
China might pay. 





























Tam, ete. Justice. 


December 2oth. 


The celebrated new rapid on the Yangtze, 
which has caused so much loss of life and in- 
spired s0 many paragraphs, seems likely to be 
removed at last. Sir Robert Hart—the deus ex 
machina in all Chinese affairs—has despatched 
foreign engineers to the scene with two tons of 
dynamite to assist in removing the rocks. 





With reference to the Bennertz case, in which 
the Shanghai Chinese Magistrate took advantage 
—it is alleged—of Sir Nicholas Hannesn’ 
absence to deliver judgment unfavourable to 





»y Google 


Mr. Bennertz, eloquent paragraphs appear in 
the Shanghai press, explaining that ‘the un- 











fortunate Mr. Benneriz is on the verge of 
and that it will be impossible for him to w: 
until the slowly moving wheels of diplomacy 
grind out a measure of redress for him. The 
idea seems to be that a public subscription 
should be raised to enable him to wait for 
justice. 


Covsul-General Jamieson has returned to 
Shanghai, accompained by the Misses Jamieson, 


The closing of the Peiho by ice seems to have 
been later than usual this year, The ngs and 
lighters were not docked until the 16th of 
December. 


Credit seems to be gravely given in Shanghai 
to the stories that the Russian Chargé d’A ffaires 
in Peking has demanded the dismissal of all 
British employés on the Chinese railways and 
suggested the removal of the German officers 
at Woosung ; that the Russo-Chinese Bank 
has offered the Chinese Government 120,000 
stand of Berdan rifles on credit, and that the 
has been accepted. It appears to us quite im- 
possible to imagine that the Russian Representa- 
tive can have taken such a line, and we cannot 
suppose that the Chinese Government is so im- 
pecunious as to require credit fora transaction 
involving less than a million dollars, or so 
extremely silly as to purchase rifles under such 
conditions, 








It is alleged that the Chinese Government has 
issued orders for the mobilization of the forces 
in Chili and the Liaowwng Peninsula, The 
commanding officers in the former are Generals 
Nieh and Yaan, and the commanding officer in 
the latter, General E-ko-t’'ang-a, who fought so 
well against the Japanese on their advance to- 
wards Mukden, 


Another story, very like a “‘ bunder,” is that 
the indemnity demanded by Germany in con- 
nexion with the murder of the two missionaries, 
ix million taels, not six hundred thousand, 
and tat the German Representative in Peking 
has sat loftily in his Legation, and compelled 
the Chinese plenipotentia: to repair thither 
for the purpose of negotiating, In all China's 




















| complications with foreign Powers, there have 


been political newsmongers who devoted them- 
selves to the dual task of exaggerating the hu- 
miliation and incompetence of their own 
Government and magnifying the injustice and 
haughtiness of the foreigner. 


Resolute efforts are at length being made to 
place a better class of steamers on the Shanghai- 
Tientsin line. The trade between the two 
places is enormous, but the steamers that mono- 
polise it are, for the most part, very mediocre 
craft, though their charges are sufficiently exor- 
bitant to justify the employment of the best 
description of boats. We read in a Shanghi 
exchange that the Chinese Engineering and 
Mining Company has secured two fine steamers, 
the Heiping from Germany and the Kwang ping 
from Scotland, with a carrying capacity of 2,180 
tons, a length of 265 feet, a beam of 42 feet, 
a drafi of only 14 feet, loaded, and a speed of 
from 10 to 11 knots. 








We observe thata Chinaman whoassaulted afo- 
reigner at the Shanghai Feather Cleaning Works, 
was sentenced to 1,0co blows and a mont 
gue. A terrible sentence, truly, Justice isa very 
lop-sided affair in China, We do not remem- 
ber to have heard of any exemplary punishment 
inflicted a foreigner for assaulting a China- 
man, though such incidents, of the most aggra- 
vated character, used to be frequent enough at 
one time. The same tribunal that ordered a 
thousand blows and a month's cangue for this 
assault, was content to order 500 blows and a 
week’s cangue for ‘a well known thief who had 
committed a number of larcenies from houses 
in Hongkew, and stolen property to the value of 
$150.” 








Some publicists are in the habit of denying 
that British commercial interests are in any 
degree affected by German or Russian aggres- 





sion in the Shantung Promontory or the Liao- 
tung Peninsula. 


Here is some food for their 
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reflection, furnished by the trade report of 
Messrs. Bush Bros. & Co. of Newchwang, under 
date November 6th :—“ Business is completely 
at « standstill owing to the occupation of Kiao- 
chon by the German fleet and the rumour that 
Port Arthur has been annexed by Ru: Mer- 
chants who usually buy produce freely on the 
closing of the port are deterred from so doing 
fearing they will not be able to dispose of their 
stock in the spring, and the panic has paralys 
ed exchange and effectually stopped the usual 
circulation of money, drafts being practically 
unpurchasable.” 





The three cyclists, Messrs. Fraser, Lunn and 
Lowe, reached Shanghai on Sunday, December 
18th, and were enthusiastically received. A 
hundred and twenty-four Shanghai wheel-men 
and wheel-women escorted them from Soochow 
to Shangh 








An interesting case is reported from Amoy. 
A Chinese born in Singapore and therefore 
British subject within the limits of the Straits 
Settlemenis, recently visited Amoy, where he 
was arrested by the Chinese Authorities and 
thrown into prison, at the ince of the Ger- 
man Consul, for a debt alleged to be due by 
him in connexion with the chartering of a 
steamer that plied between Amoy and the 
Straits. He had visited Amoy under a passport 
issued by the Governor of Singapore, and had 
secured a certificate ot registration from the Bri- 
tish. Consal at Amoy. When his property in 
Amoy was distrained by the Chinese Anthori- 
ties, he applied to the British Consul for as- 
sistance, but being informed that nothing could 
be done for him, proceeded to the German 
Consulate to make inquiries, and was there 
promptly arrested. Ha is now lying in prison, 
whence he has addressed to the Governor of 
Singapore a petition ing that the Chinese 
Local Authorities are gradually extorting from 
him his whole property, and that they are not 
likely to release him until they have stripped 
him of everything. 


The Chinese in Shanghai have: subscribed 
$2,360 to purchase land for enlarging the Mar- 
garet Williamson Hospital. 




















It is said that the Chinese in Shanghai are 
beginning to show excitement about the Kiao- 
chou affair, Three insults to foreigners—two 
of them ladies—are reported, but no reason is 
assigned for the hypothesis t! these inci 
dehts have any relation to the seizure of Kiao- 
chou. 


It is reported that several of the bandits who 
took part in the murder of the two German mis 
sionaries have been arrested, and that the local 
officials are doing everything in their power to 
apprehend the remainder. The chief official 
of the district where the catastrophe occurred, 
Mr. Hsu, is said to be a great friend of foreign- 
ers and fond of foreign things, but neither 
nor any one else has been able to devise means 
for effectually checking the robber raids to 
which the locality is subject. 












The machinery for the Ch@ogta mint has 
passed up the Yangtze, and probably 
reached its destination by time. The 
mint is to coin dollars and smaller pieces for 
Szechuan. . 





Shasi, the newly opened port on the Yangize, 
appears tobe an unhealthy place. The foreign- 
ers who have settled there report much fever 
and rheumatism. Trade with the outer world 
has made little progress, but is said to be slow. 
ly growing, and the volume of commerce with 
the interior is evidently immense, 


The Formosa correspondent of the W.-C. 
Daily News writes :— 

Iis perhaps not generally known that the finest 
building in the island is the German Consulate at 
Twatutia, Itis on the bank of the Tamsui tiver, 
conveniently located and a great ornament to the 
city, The English Consulate is established down 
the river at Hobé, although a Consular office has 
been opened at Twatutia. Itis reported that the 
English Consul desires to establish the Consulate 











here and is looking for suitable quarters. The 


Spanish and French Consuls would also establish 
themselves per ly heve if suitable quarters 
could be obtained, but regardless of the constenc- 
tion of many new buildings there is still a great 
demand for houses which can be tarely satisfied 
only then at an excessively high 
The report published in some 

Amoy coriespondent egar 
ion the making to defend 






















eno prepa 
tations out of the ordinaty in progress and no 
Uanspats are arriving with toops—it_ might be 


well for the internal peace of the island 
if there were. The repo regarding the 
French and Formosa does not appear to have 


distutbed the Japanese in the least, 
Fresch ever come to Formosa it will be neces 
sary that they come better equipped than the 
last French expedition to the island. 

‘The country is very much disturbed, reports of 
attacks by armed bands of :obbers coming in 
neatly every day, Travel in the interior is un- 
safe at present. Not much improvement can be 
expected until after China New Year. 


Should the 





Kiangpeh, a small town situated’ on the same 
bank of the Yangize as Chungking, from which 
it is separated by the Kialing, has always been 
noted for its anti foreign spirit, On the 7th 
of December, Dr. F. M. Woolsey, of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Mission, was stoned by the 
people, and though not seriously injared, seems 
to have had a narrow escape. 











NEWS OF THE WEEK. 
=p 
The German steamer Afartha was towed 
into Menila on the 16th December by the N.Y.K. 
steamer Famashiro Maru, having lost her pro- 
peller. 


A London telegram dated Nov. 17 reports 
that the new British torpedo-boat destroyer 
Crane, in her official tri Stokes Bay, made 
a run of 32.49 knots per hour, 











At the match between Stoddart’s XI and 
Victoria at Melbourne, a sum of £2,222 was 

id as entrance money. And yet Australia is 
to be in financial difficulties, remarks the 
China Mail. 

Great satisfaction is felt at Marseilles at the 
fact of its superseding Brindisi as the Conti 
nental port of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company. From the end of January the Com- 
pany’s steamers will go direct to Marseilles. 








A very amusing story is published, says the 
China Mait, in the native papers at Shanghai 
to the effect that it is the Kaiser himself who is 
coming out to China, disguised as his brother 
Prince Henry, in command of the German 
Squadron! 

Mr. Takahaghi, the station-master at Kyoto, 
was killed by a train on New Year’s day, says 
the Kobe Chronicle. A Tokaido train arrived 
at Kyoto at 1.30 p.m., and the passen- 
gers began to open the doors of the carriages 
to get out while the train was stiil in motion. 
The station-master was trying to prevent them 
when he accidentally fell on to the rails and was 
tun over by the train and killed, 









We understand that Dr, Munro has arranged 
to deliver at the Yokohama General Hospital, 
Binff, a course of St. John’s ambulance—first- 
aid-to-the-wounded—lectures every Saturday 
afternoon during the winter months, The in- 
troductory lecture was given on Monday after- 
noon, but the first practical exposition begins at 
5 o'clock on Saturday next. Further particulars 
can be obtained of Dr. Munro. 


The comparative ratio between the total ont- 
lays of the State and the yearly expenditure 
on education in Japan and the countries of 
Europe is as follows:—Japan, 1.17; Great 
Britain, 10,60; France, 5.01; Russia, 2.90; 
Germany, 5.33; Austria, 2.61 ; Italy, 2.44; aud 
Belgium, 696. As will be seen from this table, 
Japan is far behind in the matter of education 
when compared with western countries. 


The Hongkong General Chamber of Com- 
merce has decided, in connection with the 
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Pinnacle Rock Fund, to opena credit of $300 
with the Hongkong and Sha Bank, to be 
used by the British Consuls at each of the nine 
ports including and south of Shanghai, in giving 
awards of from $10 to $50, according to the 
importance of the danger divulged, to natives 
giving information of theexistence of previously 
unknown rocks on the coast. 





Many will read with regret, says the Hyogo 
News, the announcement of the death of Mons. 
E. Tissot at an early age. The sad event oc- 
curred at Marseilles on the 12th of November, 
M. Tissot was well known and much liked 
during his stay in Kobe as second in command 
at the M. M. Agency, and all regretted the 
break-down in health that occasioned his being 
invalided home. 


A Enropean lady missionary, dressed in 
Chinese clothes, happened to be on board a 
Canton river-boat the other day when some 
pirates boarded her. The men treated the lady 
very rudely and eventually, afterbeating her, rob- 
bed her of 40 dollars. Soon after a launch was 
sighted and the pirates transferred their atten- 
tions to it, but before they could loot the boat, 
they had to kill one of her crew, 





From Australian papers we learn that Super- 
intendent Braidwood, of the London Fire 
Brigade, was killed during the big fire in Crip- 
plegate, London. The area destroyed covered 
4% acres, and the greatest width of the fire was 
a quatter of a mile. The Goldsmith’s Com- 
pany are the principal owners of the freehold 
which has been devastated. Four thousand 
wotkpeople were thrown out of work by the des- 
truction of the premises in which they were 
employed. 
At seven o’clock on New Year's eve sixty-five 
lors sat down at the Seamen's Mission for a 
high tea. After tea, songs and games pro- 
vided recreation, At 9.30 those who wished to 
relurn to their ships were conveyed on board 
by the Mission launch. At rr o'clock, after 
refreshments had been served, a Watch Night 
Service was held, conducted by the Chaplain, 
There was an attendance of upwards of fifty 
seamen, The Mission launch made a second 
ip at 12.30, returning all safe on board their 
respective ships. 

















Mr. Obaldo Kluth, Secretary of the Club 
Concordia, Shanghai, commited suicide on the 
24th December. Deceased covered his face 
with a handkerchief, heavily saturated with 
chloroform, and enveloped his head in a hood, 
thns providing against the escape of the deadly 
fumes and ensuring a speedy and painless death, 
He had been Secretary and Manager of the 
Club Concordia for about five years, and prior 
to that was Inspector of Police in Shanghai, 
having been 17 years inthe force. He leaves 
a wife and several children, all girls, the eldest 
of whom is between 17 and 18 years of age. 


A serics of articles which are attracting much 
attention, headed “ Marching Backward,” have 
been appearing in the Daily Afail. ‘The writer 
shows that Britain is falling behind inthe great 
industrial race and has demonstrated how the 
United States, France and Germany can show 
increased exports to the amount of £25,C00,000 
in the twelve years from 1883 to 1895. It is 
farther proved that the imports of the United 
Kingdom in the same period decreased £9,009,- 
000 ($45 000,000). Commenting upon this 
showing, the Daély Mail expresses the opinion 
that the main reasons for this falling off in 
British trade are want of business instinct and 
want of genuine patriotism, ‘as evidenced by 
ship-owners carrying foreigners’ goods at lower 
rates than Britisher: 




















Readers will recollect, says the Hiogo News, 
that the American yacht Zolna was injured on 
the night of September 2gth last by the German 
steamer Maria Rickmers swinging on to her 
bowsprit after paying out chain in a stiffish blow. 
At first no suggestion for a settlement would be 
entertained by the steamship representatives in 
Hongkong, where the steamer was held until 








security to meet the case instituted by Count 
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and Countess Festetics de Tolna was given. 
Counsel for the latter asked $1,200 in full satis- 
faction, and received an offer of $500 in return, 
Two days were occuped in taking evidence on 
commission and considerable expenses were in- 
curred. Then came a renewed offer from the 
defendants, and finally the suit was compromised 
for $2,000. This sum has now been paid, and 
a capital illustration is afforded of the soundness 
of the advice to settle with your adversary quick- 
ly while he is in the way. 





It is rumowred that H.M.S, Swiftsure, an 
armoured screw battleship of the third class, at 
present at Portsmouth, is to be stationed at 
Sydney as a-drill guard-ship. It is also stated 
that H.M.S. Jnvincible and H.M.S. Zron Duke, 
also armoured screw battleships of the third 
class, are to be stationed for similar purposes 
at Esquimault (Vancouver) and Colombo re- 
spectively, 


One of the staff of the Kobe Railway Station 
was unexpectedly arrested on Tuesday after- 
noon by the police acting under the direct in- 
structions of the Preliminary Judge, and charg- 
ed with embezzlement of Government monies 
amounting to about 1,700 yen. At the same 
time, says the Wiogo News, a suspected ac- 
complice was summoned to the Saibansho and 
held in custody while a domiciliary visit was 
paid by the officials to his quarters. 


A Peking despatch, says the W.-C. Daily 
News, reports that the Emperor will appoint 
General Tung Fuhsiang, the soldier who crush- 
ed the recent Mahommedan rebellion in Kansu, 
to be Generalissimo of the Imperial forces in 
Chibli province and at Shanhaikuan. Apropos 
of the above, an Imperial edict of the 25th Dec. 
grants the above named the privilege of riding 
on horseback in the ‘ Forbidden City.” Gene- 
ral Tung is now in Peking where he arrived 
about a fortnight ago from Kansu. 








A Washington special telegram says:—The 
U.S. cruiser Raleigh, now at Smyrna, under 
command of Rear-Admiral Selfridge, has been 
ordered to the Asiatic station, The vessels 
which will be in Eastern waters on the arrival 
of the Raleigh will be the Olympia (fagship) 
the Boston, Petrel, and Monocacy. The Helena 
will leave New Yorkin a few days for the East 
via the Suez Canal, but her orders do not re- 
quire her to report to the commander-in-chief 
at the Asiatic station until next summer. The 
Marietta and Concord also soon proceed to the 
East. The Marietfa is now at Sitka, Alaska, and 
upon being relieved by the Wheeling will cross 
the Pacific and join Commodore Dewey's fleet. 





An important legal question has been sub- 
mitted for the decision of the Court of Crown 
Cases Reserved. The case involved the issue 
as to whether a person entering a restaurant 
where he was unknown and ordering a dinner 
for which he was unable to pay, was liable to be 
criminally convicted for obtaining. goods or 
otherwise for obtaining credit under false pre- 
tences. In October last, a man named Jones 
entered a restaurant and ordered and ale a 48. 
dinner, for which he was unable to pay, having 
only }d. He was charged and sentenced to 
three months’ imprisonment, and the point now 
raised was whether the transaction involved a 
question of contract or one of fraud. Judg- 
ment was reserved, 





A very deserving charity is being brought 
betore the shipping community of Yokohama 
at the present moment, in connection with the 
Liverpool Homes for Aged Mariners, This 
excellent institution is situate at Egremont, 
Cheshire, and provides an ideal retreat for 120 
men who have gone down to the deep in ships 
and have spent their lives on the great waters, as 
the Hebrew essayist so sonorously puts it, Mr. 
T.H. Ismay, to commemorate the Diamond 
Jubilee, made a large donation to the funds 
of the institution and the public are asked to 
subscribe a further amonnt so as to enable the 
Association to utilise this gift to the full in 
ranting 10 500 mariners who have come to the 
practical end of their life's labours sums of 10/- 


Go 








to 20/- a month: a very excellent idea indeed. 
Since the institution was founded in 1870, up- 
wards of 19,000 deserving cases have been re- 
lieved. Captain Martin, Captain J. Turner 
Harrison, and Mr. T. M. Laffin are circulating 
the lists in Yokohama. 


Foo Chong, a well-known coal-merchant, 
speculator in opium, metals, elc., of Shanghai 
has suspended payment. His liabilities, the 
Mercury says, teach Ts. 350,000, against which 
his assets are estimated at about Tls. 250,000. 
His failure is believed to be due to ecu- 
Jation in es of all descriptions, besides 
losses in his own business. It was thought that 
the settlement of the 318t December would be 
considerably hampered: by the snapping of this 
solid link in the chain of share-dealers. Several 
of the native bankers have seized his books and 
are examining into his accounts. A meeting 
will shorily be held to ascertain the possibilities 
of carrying him over the difficulty, and it is held 
that he will be able, if sufficient time is given 
him, to meet his liabilities. 











The human mind is still evolving, in the 
view of Dr. R. M. Bucke, as expressed at the 
Montreal meeting of the British Medical Asso: 
ciation, By slowand dubious steps taken in 
the long ages of mental darkness our remote 
ancestors wearily climbed to simple conscious- 
ness, he affirms, and after enother immense 
interval they reached self-consciousness, This 
cannot be the end. Our old mental faculties 
are some of them fading out, others advancing 
toward greater perfection, and alongside of 
them new ones are springing up, some of which 
will, without doubt, be of overshadowing im- 
portance in the fulare, So-called telepathy and 
clairvoyance seem to be specimens of such 
nascent faculties. But of infinitely more im- 
portance than these is that superimposed upon 
self-consciousness, as it appears that a third and 
higher form of consciousness is at present mak- 
ing ils appearance in our race. We have had 
occasional and increasingly numerous examples 
of it for 2,000 years, In the course of a few 
more milleniums there should be born a type of 
men possessing in its completeness this higher 
consciousness, and the advent of this higher, 
better, and happier race would justify the agony 
of its birth through our past. 








A peliiion from Mr. Quong Tart was pre- 
sented to the New South Wales Legislative 
Council on the 31st Nov. by Sir Arthur Renwick 
with reference to the Coloured Races Restriction 
Bill, praying that some modifications may be 
made in it in the direction of allowing Chinese 
merchants and others who have business in 
New South Wales and may desire to go to China 
for a short visit, or merchants residing in China 
who may desire to come hither for business 
purposes, to travel, either to from the colony, 
without having to encounter the disabilities im- 
posed by the Act. The petition points out that 
the Chinese residents in the colony are a peace- 
able, law-abiding, and industrious class of re- 
sidents, whose sojourn in the colony is con- 
ducive to the production and expenditure of 
wealth, The number of Chinese in gaol in the 
colony bears a much lower percentage to the 
whole than is the case in respect of any other 
nationality ; 62 out of every hundred males there 
are primary producers of wealth, while of the 
whole male population of the colony only 20 in 
every hundred come under that category ; and 
the Chinese residents expend about £250,000 
a year, or about £18 per head, in food and 
clothing products of the colony, in addition to 
£8 per head on Chinese importations, The 
petition was received and read. 





The following breezy story is taken from the 


| Singapore Free Press :—In connection with the 


prosecution of the clerk in the Land Office for 
criminal breach of trust a rather amusing inci- 
dent happened on Saturday just at2 p.m. Mr, 
Michell, who was due to playin a cricket match 
that afternoon, rushed off to the Singapore Club 
to look for a Magistrate before whom to swear 





an information, He there fortunately found 
Mr, Wolferstan, also due to play in the same 


gle si 





match, and juston the point of leaving the 
Club for the Esplanad Daty before pleasure 
of course, and Mr. Michell was in a hurry to get 
his‘ swear” off his chest. A prolonged search, 
however, in the precincts of the Club failed to 
discover a bible. Then the Secretary’s office 
was visited, but there was no sacred volume 
there. A.clerk, however, had the presence of 
mind to say that in the adjoining office, the 
Chamber of Commerce, there was a native clerk 
of pious repute who would be sure to have one. 
To the application there, | however, for a loan of 
a“ Christian Koran,” 
no result, not on the premis 
trate and the Land Officer looked at each other 
in dismay. There was, it was true the Hong- 
kong Bank, close by, there was the Post Office, 
there was Moti ion & Co., the watchmakers, Lyon 
, Hartwig, the water-contractor, 
and Gaggino, the ship-chandler, with Capt. 
Craufurd at the Shipping Office, asa dernier 
resort, Needless to say the chance of discover- 
ing the volume wanted at any of these places 
were not accounted worth the trouble of going 
round. But a divine inspiration struck the 
Magistrate. “ Kelly and Walsh, by Jove!” Off 
the pair ran, in their cricket blazers, at top speed 
to the aforesaid renowned emporium of litera- 
ture, ‘Oh yes, certainly, a hundred, if you 
like.” ‘One wou!d do, thank you.” And so 
ata table the deed was done, the swear swo: 
and Mr. Michell was safely relieved of the in- 
formation which he was bursting to deliver. 
And so to cricket, with the comforting con- 
sciousness of duty nobly done. 


























“In trade and commerce the Japanese con- 
tinue to maintain their reputation for * pus! 
fulness,’” says the Glasgow Herald, ‘Thel: 
flustration of their energy comes from Hi 
kong. Sir Wiiliam Robinson, the retiring 
Governor of thar Colony, has sent home his final 
report, and while he is able to sum up the his- 
tory of his administration in the single word 
“progress,” he feels itmecessary to utter a warning 
as to the strides made by the Mikado’s people. 
This applies more particularly (o manufactures 
and shipp The British flag is still predomi- 
nant in the entrances and clearances at Hong- 
kong but there are two facts in connection with 
the matter which Sir William Robinson is careful 
to dwellupon. ‘The first is that British tonnage 
does not bear the same relation to foreign tonnage 
that it used to do. Only (wo or three years 











ago it represented 70 per cent. of the total 
tonnage; now itonly represents 53 per cent. The 
that 


second and still more striking fact is, 

while the British tonnage at Hongkong 
creased last year by 5} per cent., and German 
tonnage by 23 per cent., Japanese tonnage ad- 
vanced by no less than 195 per cent. Taken by 
themselves, these figures would seem to prove 








that the large sums voted by the Japanese Diet 
for the development of commerce are not being 
spent in vain, But more remains behind. The 
Japanese are flooding the market of Hongkong 
and of China with cotton yarns, and thereby 
displacing the Indian product. They appear to 
have appreciated the situation caused not 
merely by the unfavourable rate of exchange, 
but by the closing of the Bombay mills, and 
to have taken full advantage of Cotton 
factories are being multiplied in Japan, and 
through them China is being supplied with 
goods which she formerly obtained from 
Europeand India. To Sir William Robinson's 
credit be it said that he foresaw this commer- 
cial revolution some years ago, and did his best 
to prevent it, Why, he argued, should not 
cotton mills be established at Hongkong? He 
knew of several eligible sites for them, which 
belonged to the Government, and he promised 
to obtain liberal terms for capitalists dvice 
was not heeded then, but though the crisis has 
become more acute it may not be too late to 
recall the Governor's offer. The introduction 
of additional local industries at Hongkong, 
such as cotlon-spinning and weaving, would 
not only benefit the Colony directly, but would 
tend to stem the advancing tide of Japanese 
trade invasion. The Mikado and his officials 

















are deserving of little consideration at our 
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hands. Quite recently they have displayed an 
utter disregard of international courtesy by re- 
fusing lo recognise certificates of competency 
granted to British captains by oar Board of 


‘Trade. Some of these navigators were anxious to | ' 


remain in Japan after taking out new ships built 
on the Clyde and elsewhere. But they failed to 
reckon upon the consent of the Japanese 
Nautical Board. This tribunal insisied upon a 
new test, and had the temerity to pluck men 
who had commanded ocean liners and had 
passed their examinations. at home with flying 
colours, Such procedure must ultimately re- 
sult in benefit to our own mercantile marine, 
but its lesson is obvious. So long as the Japan- 
ese are so absurdly exacting at home where 
British subjects are concerned, no encourage: 
ment. should be given to their operations 
abroad.” The writer of this article is not en- 
tirely behind the scenes. He does not know, 
we imagine, thatthe British Board of Trade re- 
fused to’ give Capt. Nirei, one of the most 
competent shipmasters in the N.Y.K. service, a 
British Master Mariner's Certificate when he 
applied for one some years ago. The Board's 
explanation was that Capt. Nirei had not served 
his time on a British ship ; his Japanese service 
and experience did not count. 




















CORRESPONDENCE. 
i, 
LAND AND FOREIGNERS. 





To tHe Epiror og THe “Japan M. 


Sir,—The question of “land and-foreigners”” 
seems to become more and more complicated, at 
least in the brains of foreign newspaper 
And yet it is so simple, if only people would ce 
interpreting Japanese law from th of view 
of English law, 
neatly all the writers on this’ subject is that they 
tix up “lease” and “ superficies,” which error 
may be traced to the fact that the Engli 

ses the expression " leasehold” for aright some- 
rficies. | 
Japanese law, however, © super 
ficies” are legal conceptions of a quite different 
nature, and the rights of the lessee are: in no 
jlentical with those of the superficiary. If, 
for instance, a building is the object of a lease, 
the building remains the property of the lessor, 





































s. Ait, 265 of the Ja 
A superficiary has the right to 
d of another for the purpose of owning 
gs, trees or bamboo.” Ol course 
adifferent whether the buildings aré 
ing on the land or are to be erected 
the superficiary. The latter is the true pro 
ng, and the owner of the 
any use of it, by which the 
petficiary might be affected. There 


o doubt that a super ficies—chijoken St E 
y be acquired by foreigners under the new 
treaties. That such shall be the case is specially 
sated in a protocol affixed to the new German- 
Japanese treaty, and in the English-Japanese 
treaty the right of acquiring a super ficies 1s reserv- 
edto Englishmen in Act. 3—not by the wording 
may lease land” but—by, the words * may owt 






























is the tim for ‘which each 
"The duration of a lease is limited to twenty years, 
Art. 604, @ quite reasonable restriction, which is 
also contained in the new German Code (687 : |i 
thirty years). As to the di of a super ficies 
the following may be said :—It is a generally ac: 
Knowledged principle of law that any right 
may be acquired for e, unless the law con- 
1s a special rest \ regard to a certain 
ese Civil Code such limits of 
time are found in regard to the hiring of things 
movable and immovable (lease), as explained 

ining of services, as to which Aut. 
626 says that, if such contract is made for more 
than five years or for life, it may Le dissolved at 































kensha wa tanin no tochi ni 
wa chikuboku wo shoya suru 
tame ni sono tochi wo shiyé suru kenri wo yasuru, 


MBEMB WAZ DH HERFT 
eWMLAWKIMRA AYR HK 
bi 7 BR Zr mA HA 


2 RPL tudisanshichi, is different from mort- 


gages Itconfers on the pledgce the right to the posses- 
sion of the immovable pledged to him and to use it in lieu 
of interest on his claim, 














any time after five years have elapsed, on three 
months? notice, Furthermore a pledge? of an im- 
movable thing is limited to a period of ten years 
(Art. 360). Finally as to the right of “emphy- 
sis, ekosakuken FOSPERR” which mea 
sight to carry on agriculuuce oe keep cattle on 
land of another on a rental, Ait. 278 of the Civil 
Code says :—" The duration of the emphyteusis is 
between twenty and fifty years, If it is establish- 
ed for a longer period, such term is shortened to 
filly years.” In all these cases it appears that 
the law distinctly draws the limits for the dura- 
tion of each right. 

On the iither! hand no limit of time is made for 
the right of property, possession, servitudes, mort- 
gage, for a sale, donation, etc., and thus it follows 
fiom’ the® general principle stated above that 
gieements relat 
for any ti 
‘The same rule applies to a superficies. ‘The time 
for which it can be acquired is wholly left to 
the will of the parties, and only in case the 
latter have omitted to fix the time themselves, the 
law supposes that their intention has been to make 
an agreement for a period of between twenty and 
fifty years, and only in this case the Court is en- 
titled to determine the proper time within these 
limits on application of the parties concerned. 
The only way for me to prove that such is the 
real meaning of the law is to render the provision 
itself. Art. 268 of the Civil Code suns as follow 

“Where in the that a time of duration has 
not been agreed upon in the contract,* no differ. 
ent custom exists, the superficiary may at any 
time renounce his right, 

“If the superficiary does not renounce 
according to the before mentioned provi 
Court, on application of the patties concer 
fix the duration of the right between twenty 
filty years.”§ Here we see clearly that a limit of 

















































time is stated for a certain case only, namely if | 


the patties concerned have omitted ‘to fix the 
duration of the right in the contract. The law 
only interferes in this point as far as it is neces- 
sary in order to remedy such omission, ‘The cleat 
consequence thereol is that whenever the parties 
themselves fix the time of duration of a superficies 
in their contract, such agreement is effective and 
cannot be altered either by one of ihe parties or 
by the Court, [visa matter of course also that 
the Court cannot aller the amount of rent agreed 
upon by the parties on the conclusion of the 
contract, 

Thus the right of superficies as established 
the Japanese Civil Code may show a different face 
according as a time of duration has been fixed by 
the parties or not, and the following cases may be 
distinguished :—1. The time of duration has not 
been fixed in the contact. Then the superficiary 
may (a) renounce his right, or (b) apply to the 
Court to fix the time of duration between twenty 
and fifty years according to the circumstances of 
the case. These provi , however, only 
apply as fac as no different custom exists. 2 
The time of duration has been distinctly fixed in 
the contract. Then the rights and duties of the 
parties concerned are regulated entirely by the 
provisions of such contract, as explained before. | P: 
After all vo hindrance exists to the acqui ian of 
a superficies for any veasonable time, say filty, a 
hundred, or even if a man should be anxious to 
provide for his most distant posterity, for a thou- 
sand and one y 





































3 | have omitted that part of the 
no relation to the matter in question. 
4 The law sayss setteikoi BR F545, which means 
perly any art by which a private right may be ac- 
gure also a will. As I do not know a correspond 
ing English word, I used the word “contract,” because 
this is the only case which is important for foreigners. 
S.—Art, 268; Setteikoi wo motte chijdken 
sozokukikwan wo sad; 
dan no kwanshi nal wa, chijokensha wa 
nandoki nite mo sono kenti wo hdki suru koto wo v, 
hijokensha ga zenko no kitei ni yorite sono 
kenri wo hoki sezaru toki wa saibansho wa t. 
seikyu ni yorite junen ijo jugonen ika no hai 
oite sono sonzokukikwan wo sadamu.” 
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a quarter of a century, and for many a weary 
night Thave cogitated upon Chinese characters 
and Japanese laws, and therefore I hope it will 
not be overbold if I say:—"T' 
tainty whatever on the question whether accé a 
to the Japanese Civil Code the right of super 
ficies can be acquired for any period of ti 
be fixed by the mere agreement of the pattie: 

Icis a matter of the highest importance to the 
foreign residents in Japan to have a clear know- 
ledge of their future rights in this direction. ‘This 
is the reason why I have undertaken once more 
to exphi question apparently so complicated 
and yet so easy for any person accustomed to 
legal reasoning. If I again should not succeed 
in convincing the sceptics, I must console 
with the fact that there are things on earth a 
which, as a German proverb puts it, ever 


























| would fight in vain, 


Your obed 





nt servant, ed 
Dr. L. LONHOLM, 
Tokyo, December 28th, 1897. 





THE SINGLE TAX: A “PANACEA.” 
To Tae Epiror or THe “ Japan Maiu.” 
Sir,—As you kindly connect my 4 
a Panacea,” I take the liberty of prese 
thoughts on the subject of the Single Tax 
itis claimed it will do. Lt is especially appropriate 
to devote a little attention to the st 
death of Henry Gorge, the great represeutative 
of the idea, has taken place so recently. I believe 
the Single Tax will do wonders and that it is as 
near a panacea as anything, yet I always regard 
it as a part of a greater whole—the Gospel of 
Chiist. 

I generally refer to it as 
in most reforms, without whic! 
complete success, The first question is, “Is 
it just?” 

1 affirm that the rent of land in justice belongs 
to the whole community, becouse they, by their 
presence, create it. I deny that the landlord 
Class, as landlords, have any right to the sent of 
land, except what they have as citizens in common 
with the rest of the community. 

I have claimed that the equation: “Produc- 
ti Wages+ Iuterest+Rent, teaches us the true 
limitations of Individualism ‘and Socialism, the 
tof land only being social im its nature; how- 
ever, it should here be noted 1 ways, 
telegraph lines, gas lines are land franchises and 
are classed as land by Single Taxers, and have been 
decided to be such by Courts, 

‘You can call upon your teaders to give a reas 
sonable answer to the question, as to what the 
landlord does for the community or the tenant 
that coriesponds to the rent he receives. 

Ihave never found a single per who could 
give'a reasonable answer (o the question, 

There is no use of reasoning about what the 
Single Tax would do, if it be not decided that it is 
right, 

If it is tight then other taxes are wrong, If so- 
ciely or socialism violates individualism by taki: g 

vate property (by taxes) for public use, and ine 
Sividwaliur tokes public property (land taxes) for 
Plivate use, we can easily see a tremendous factor 
































































has been neglected'in the reform programmes, All 
it requires to see the truth of the Single Tax is a 
liule study, a clear head and a puce heatt, and 





then having bad its position exp it becomes 
as simple asthe sunning principle of the bicycle. 
Mr. Lambeth, the Catholic priest, who answered 
Robt. G, Ingersoll’s criticisms on the Bible so 
satisfactorily, was offered twenty-five thousand 
dollars to elute Hemy George’s theory. He 
studied with # view of tying to do so, but replied, 
“ He is unanswerable.” 

First then, I premise the Single Tax to be right. 

As [have already trespassed on your sp. 

ecting the subject of the S.'T. and pro: 
will omit further reference to that subject. 1 
have mentioned the S,T. in connection with the 
question of war, Men do not 
ly love war, and in my piu i" 
most wars of aggression, (and one party, ot boil 
have to be aggressive tu start a war) are started 
with a view to robbery, 

There is somewhere in every was question, cither 
before or after, aland question: the reader versed 
in history can review the subject for himsell, Were 
it acknowledged that the rent ofthe land in [udia 
belonged to the people of India, and wages aud 
interest of the people of India belonged to them 
and notto the English, England would not hold 
India one day. Garmany and France ave fighting 
over land, practically, Spain and Caba, Japan 
and Russia, ‘Th ile ‘Tax idea wouid destroy 
this aggressive mative of war, there would be wo 
advantage or profit in holding distant territory, 
tiade would be free among all countries, and, 
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there would be local self government, in India, 
Formosa and Korea. 

‘The Liquor Question :— 

To reverse @ Japanese expression, I believe 
“liquor to be the chief of a hundred poisons. 
But the legal settlement of the question will, [am 
persuaded, never be atiained while a liquor mono- 
poly is fostered by high 

The saloon keeper is not respected and he is a 
corruptionist in society and politics, and isin it 
for vevenue only, Make a way for him to live 
without such a business and le is apt to select 
anoth 

Again, there is as much drinking caused by 
poverty as there is poverty caused by drink. The 
extremely rich and the extremely poor do most of 
the drinking. Miss Willard, the greatest authority 
on temperance work, quotes from Proverbs, * The 
destruction of the poor is their poverty.” 

If the possibility of living easily and surely is 
open to men they are less apt to drown themselves 
in the forgetfulness of liquor. I do not say the 
-T. will alone settle this matter but it is a factor 
that can not be safely neglected. 

Voluntary Poverty 

It has been claimed that the S.T. would do 
away with voluntary poverty. The principal 
cause of poverty is the lack of opportunity of 
employment, Periodically thousands are thrown 
out of employment. A very small part of 
poverty is caused by laziness, and not such a 
very large per cent. by liquor—the great cause is 
lack of opportunity. The land is monopolized, and 
this monopcly is the foundation of other monopolies 
that curse the raceto-day. We are always regaled 
th the Scripture, ‘ the poor have ye always with 
you,” but never with Dent. 15, 4 (N.V.) "How 
be it there shall be no poor among you.” In the 
Sermon on the Mount, it is forbidden to be rich. 
“Lay not up treasures on earth.” “ Behold the 
bicds of the air.” ‘Consider the lilies of the 
field.” God feeds andclothes them, ‘ Seek first 
the Kingdom of God and his righteousness"? and 
all these things will be added to you, Recogn 
ing that universal right is the first factor in right~ 
eousness, to deny it is the great factor in 
unt ighteousness—result poverty and wretchedness. 

Private Property in Land is Atheism :— 

The Single Tax is part of my religion. By this 
new economy I can understand, as never before, 
what Christ meant, when he said “thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself ;”" ‘* Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you, The gloomy 
science,” is turned to the luminous one, the lope- 
ful one, WAl the increase of society, all are 
Vound together by closer bonds, and with the ine 
crease of land rent the social more and more helps 
the individual. Under private property in laud, 
the landless are slaves. The wicked rich revelling 
in luxury and the deserving poor grovelling in the 
ditt, causes the former to say Who is the 
Lord?” or the latter “to steal or profane God’s 
wame.” There isa strong atheistic tendency in it 
all, The competition under the Single Tax will 
be free and helpful, that at present restricts pro- 
duction and destroys. 

What the landlord gains, others lose, because 
there is an “unearned increment.” In closing 
let me quote:—" The love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil.” Covetousness may be in the 
heart, but the occasion of its activity is in the op- 
portunity of getting something, as the landlord 
does.” 

‘The Single Tax would cut this tap-root of cove: 
tousness—this root of all kinds of evil—and in this 
way it is a panacea—as neatly as one thing can 
be, for the ills of the individual and of the body 
politic. ‘The latest news from Australia, England 
America, and Canada, indicates clearly that the 
Single Tax will soon be in operation, and then we 
will be able to see what it will do, However, the 
Single Taxers might he mistaken in the exact de- 
gree it is ta change affairs; they are not mistaken 
in their assertion, that he land belongs to the people 
and hence the rent belongs to them. 

Three Cheers for the Single Tax ! 

CHAS. E. GARST. 
, December 17th, 1897. 
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A.S. HAY VS. AMERICAN TRADING CO. 
To tHe Epiror or tne ‘JAPAN Matt,” 

Sin—In the course of the proceedings in the 
above case the learned counsel for the defence 
misrepresented me wien he stated I logked upon 
the words dishonest aud tmproper as synonymous, 
What I said was that I used the word improper 
to avoid tautology, but I did not say, neither did 
I infer, that the two words were identical i 
meaning. 

It is alleged by Mr. Lowder that I have no 
qualifications as an expert on the Japanese lan- 
guage; farther, that T have wo authorities, either 
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ancient or modein, to support me in my assertions, 
and that, consequently, my opinion should have 
no weight with the Court, With the permission 
of Mr. H.C. Litchfield, counsel for the plaintiff, 
Timay state that subsequent to Me, Martin’s test 
mony, I placed in Mr, Litchfield’s hands a docu- 
ment containing my reasons for translating the 
advertisement as I did, and I gave authority for 
the various statements I made about the ideo- 
graphs. If Mr, Litchfield had considered it ex- 
pedient to recall me, I could have given a complete 
explanation of the ideographs in dispute and 
supported my statements by books of reference, 
As a considerable amount of discussion has taken 
place regardi Tenclose herewith 
a copy of the paper handed to Mr. Litchfield, and 
I think, after perusing its contents, every fair. 
minded person will come to the conclusion that 
I have very strong reasons for adheving to my 
original translation, 

With regard to my linguistic qualifications, it 
was not stated in court, but, as a matter of fact, 
T have spent eleven full years in Japan and davng 
the whole period I have made a thorough study 
of the language, both spoken and written, 
this should be enough to qualify me to speak with 
some authority on the subject. 

Thanking you in anticipation for the 
of this letter, 

I am, Sir, Yours respectfully, 

J. E de BECKER. 

Yokohama, Dec. 29th, 1897. 









































nsertion 


With regard to the translation of the Japanese 
advertisement appearing in the Kigyd Zasshi (a 
Engineering Journal), dated 27th of August, 1897, 
there seems to be considerable difference ol 
opinion as to the correct rendering of the Japan- 
ese into English, 

The first thing that stuikes a person acquainted 
with the Japanese language is that this advertise 
mentis a translation from the English and that it 
has nothing essentially Japanese in its composi 
tion, ie, that it is not put in the way in which a 
Japanese woltld compose such an advertisement, 
if he had not some foreign copy as a basis to work 
upon. 

‘To take the meaning seriatim, the characters 


heading the advertisement ave Dairi Sashd FE 
3B GE Fe 

Dairitmeans “ Agency.” 4& 3B 

Sa means * Fraudulent or deceitful.” 9. 

Shd means * Representatio: 

I should therefore translate tat heading as 
“Fraudulent utisrepresentation with regard to 
agency.” It has been advanced by persons 
claiming to be experts that Sa does not mean 
“Fraudulent,” and that it ooly means " False.” 
In support of this view, Mr, C.K. Marshal 
Martin brings Art. 21g, of the Penal Code of 
Japan, where he says the sense in which the word 
is used is False.” [nv tueving to the original 
Japanese, I find that the only sense in which 
© False” used in this Article is when such 
falsity is fraudulent, because the Japanese says 


“ Sono ta sugi no shoi wo motte,” (HE Ais HE 1 7 
PR BX VX. which means “Or by em 
ployment of other fraudulent meaus;"’ in fact, 
this sense will be apparent to any persou who 
reads even the translation of Art. 214, of the 
Penal Code. 
In Ants, 231 and 232, of the Penal Code, it is 
nite tine that the English Uanslation of the word 
ashd appears in one place as False” and in 
another us “Unduly.” ‘The sense, however, of 
this: —That the usuepation of 
costumes, insignia, titles or decorations, etc., comes 
under the heading “of crimes against the public 
teust and comes under the category of various 
classes of fraud. M1, Mattin savs the ideograph 
Sa means, “To make up,” or “ Fabricate.” So it 
does, but, at the same time, I donot take the con- 
struction to be the same as that stated by him, 
However," Fabricate " is quite a satisfactory term, 
provided he means that it is fabricated with a 
fraudulent intent, Me. Martin gives as his 
authority for the meaning of Sa the * Yakubun 
Suchi,”” compiled by Matsumoto Guzan, Matsu- 
oto gives the meaning of the character (accord 
ing to Mr. Martin) as wakes itsuwaru,” 
which may be translated into English as Lying 
thout reason.” It appears to me that it is far 
more preferable to produce modern instances of 
the use of Sa rather than to quote a book as old 
as the one above mentioned, I Gubbins'j Dic- 
tionary of Chinese and Japanese words, the cha 
racter Sa is given on page 688 with the meaning 
“ Fraud "attached to it. In the Eclectic Chinese- 
Japanese-English Dictionary of 8000 selected 
characters, by the Rev. Ambrose D. Gring, 
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published in 1894, Sa is also given the mean- 
ing of “Fraud,” on page 416. In Sagi the 








| i order to preserve the se 

















sense of fraud or fraudulent is thoroughly 
bronght out. In the wor Sabi which is 
translated by Capt. Brinkley as ‘A deceptive 
device, an evil tion or strateg this 
the 

” On 

page 1161, of ‘Binkley 's Dictionary, Sa-jutsu is 
Uanslated as ‘a stratagem.” In the Civil Code 








of Japan, in the Book relating to Property, 
Aci. 204, Saxyutsu is used in the sense of a fra 
ulent scheme, In the Civil Code of Japa 








the 
© Book relating to Property,” Ait. 340, appear the 


words Sa-gai no ko-i ( BE HE 7 FFB) which are 





used in the sense of a traudulent act which is cal 
culated to cause loss to a creditor or injure such 
creditor’: 's interests, 











» of Bouvier’s Law Dict 
er. of Tokyo 
in 1890, the ** Statute of Frauds” is translated: — 

Satei Forei which means: FEE HEAP, Sa 
Fand, tei Fix, determine or settle, Fo-ret Siatut 
The above illustration will show distinctly that 
it is not necessary to add the character Gi to Sa 
of “ frand" in the 
t when Sa 



















first character. 

precedes 

sense may be produced, still the idea of fraud is 

preserved in combination, Taking the experience 

of eleven years of hard reading and constant in- 
am certa 


My content 








tisement in question with the intent to expiess the 
word " Fraudulent,” because there are a great 





many other ways of expressing the sam: 
a 








for instance, in place of Sasha ( BE #R) could 
used Gékoku (ff BF) and then it would 
imply mean “A deceitful or false not 
fication; or Kiogi Ko-koku could We used 
( Ht 18 Be 2). ; 

‘As tegards the word Fusei, Mr. Martin has 
brought forward an old out-of-date book as refer- 
ence to prove the meaning of Sa, so I may perhaps 
be permitted to bring forward, for the meaning 
of Fuse: (ARJE), an English-Chinese Dictio 
published in 1866 in Shanghai, by the Rev. W. 
Lobscheid. In this dictionary Fusei is given as 
the equivalent of dishonest. In a Dictionary of 
the English language, published by Shimada Yu- 
taka, 6th Edition, 1897,“ Dishonest” and & Di 
honesty "are both wanslated with the word Fusei. 
The character Sei (also can be read Sho) means 
Honest; upright; real; true; genuine ; straight, 
etc. In Japanese, the character can be read as 
Tadashii. Thus, Tadashii hito, according to Hep- 

page 629, and according to Brinkley, page 
1410, iy Uanslated * An honest person.” Th 
reverse in Japanese would be Tadashtka 
(EY # 9m A)" Fusei na hito. 


merely a direct negative and no 




























































Iv Brinkley. Fusei, is not rendered * Dish 
but “Unjust; improper; wicked; bad; wicked- 
ness.” Now, “honesty ” is the disposition to act 





justly, honestly, especially in business transacti 
or in relamion to the rights of property, and the 
ntonym of this is “lacking honesty; destitute of 
integrity or good faith; having or exercising the 
disposition to cheat or defraud; untrustworthy 
knavish.” When the word Fu-s 
Japanese will understan 
of honesty. Hepbi 
























gives as an equivalent for 
the word “' Dishonest” Fu-shajiki na, but the Fu- 
sho of the above word could be read as Fu-sei and 
it does not requice jiki (can also be read“ choku") 
to complete the sense. 

In Art. 262 of the Commercial Code of Japa 
Fursei rio dis translated as * Dishonest intention, 


















but Lam g to admit that ina great mar 

instances it is also used in the Codes in the sense 
of “Iucorrectly,” and “Improper.” However, 
when it is translated "Iucorrectly * of "Im: 





proper,” it is always in a place where lraudulent in- 
tention is implied, In a Dictionary by 
Ichiro, sth Edition, 1887, the word ™ Dishonest 
(want of probity is the sense given) is anslated 
“ Fussei.” [cannot find in any place “ Improper” 
lo be translated Fu-sei, but it could be tra 
as Fu-t, If the translator of this advertis 
from English to Japanese had had in the original 
the words Improper conduct ” and had translat= 
ed them correctly, he would not have used the word 


Fusei, but he might have used the words Futd no 
ko-i (AB 2? TB) There are also several 
other ways of expressing the same idea. 

Mr. Martin, in support of his theory about the 
word Fu-sei, brings Arts. 309 and 314, of the penal 
Code, into questi In Act. 309, although the 
English says “ By his own fault,” the Japanese 
sense is ‘In consequence of his own ‘wrongful 
act,” and this wrongful act is by implication 
a criminal one. In Art. 314. where Fis 





























Uanslated into English as“ By his own wrong 
deed,” by implication the wrong deed is a 
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wicked and criminal one, the Commercial 
Code, Art. 2 Fu-sei is translated as “Im- 
properly.” ‘This, as a matter of fact, is righ 
tn its way, but it is not strong enough, Still, it 
will be noticed that it is used in connection with a 
punishable offense, and the idea is to prevent 
fraudulent entuies or omissions in the list of share- 
holders. Mr. Ozawa, in his testimony, went 
so far as to say that Fu-sei could not be translated 
as dishonest and vice versa. ‘The examples which 
1 have given above show that this is entirely 
incorrect, and I do not consider it necessary to 
even refute his remarks, under the circumstances. 

Alter all, the various objections which have been 
raised and the various theories which have been 
advanced on the side of the defendant Company 
amount simply to juggling with words and noth- 
ing else. The effect produced on ihe mind of a 
Japanese when seeing an advertisement headed 
with characters among which is the ideograph Sa 
is to immediatelygnake him think of the word Sagé 
which is the legal word for fraud, and the sense 
in which Fu-sei is considered by a Japanese seeing 
the advertisement is “ Dishonest.” The whole 
advertisement is likely to produce a very deep im 
pression on the minds of readers and calculated 
to seriously damage the character and reputation 
of the person in question, 

Although I liave cited authorities in support of 
my interpretation, I do not consider that the ipse 















































the writer said—the article is before me as I write 
“* Kave ga konnichi kosen sho to shite kosekibo ni 





1, | keikt sern Taka naru monowa Fukagawa kiba no 


Zaimokuya no——no musume naru.’ (‘The gitl 
Taka who is to-day publicly registered as his con- 
cubine is the daughter of— lumber-dealer 
living in Fukagawa.) 

I wrote my article knowing that concubinage is 
common in Japan, and believing it to be so in the 
case mentioned ; I knew, too, how carefully every 
Japanese is registered; and so with the above 
sentence in mind—it indicates an examination of 
the tecords—I wrote as I did feeling quite sure of 
my ground, 

I know your acquaintance with Japanese law is 
far greater than mine and if, as I thinle not im- 
probable, it turns out that in following the Yorosu 
Choho, I was technically wrong in the statement 
made, is it not still true that persons known to be 
concubines are registered as jochiu, koshimoto, or 
sobame? If so, would the negative statement, 
“Concubinage, though illegal in the United 
States, is not so in Japan,” be incorrect? 

T accept your statement as conclusive that the 
demonstrations made by the late Governor Hen- 
nessey at the geisha entertainment in Kyoto were 
those of appioval and not of disapproval and 
offended ‘dignity, But I am not ready to admit 







































dizit of even che best lexicographical authority 
should be taken as final on the subject, as at pre- 
sent the available dictionaries are not complete 
and I would uot entirely depend upon them. My 
translation has been made in the light of practical 
experience and I rely upon my own personal 
Knowledge of the language in giving the characters 
employed the signification I have done, 











THE “SOCIAL EVIL. 


‘To tHe Epitor or THe “Jaran Matt.” 
Sin,—The chief feature of your reply to my 











atticle in the Hyogo News was not wnantici- 
pated. It was uot therefore either ignorance or 
obtuseness which led me to give to. the term 





* Social Evil" a wider meaning than “the arithme- 
tic of prostitution and the wisdom of the licensing 
system.” I did this deliberately and for, several 
reason 

First because in the mind of the public the 
wider of the term is by wo means ui 
common, I doubt very much if “A Missi 
meant to represent Col fining 
self in his addresses to its of the question 
given by yourself, That others of your readers 
do not do so is clearly shown by the communica. 
tion of your lady correspondent “E.S.P.” who 
concludes her letier in these words :—" And Tam 
not alone in thinking that if the globe-trotters who 
come to criticise, and the missionaries who come 
to convert, the Japanese people, would only stay 
at home, and expend their superfluous energies in 
endeavouring to cleanse theit own cities, instead of 
coming to countries where the conditions are totally 
different, leaving the latter to be altered and im- 
proved where necessary, by the laws of the country, 
as will happen naturally and in due course, they 
will be doing a better work, and would show more 
satisfactory results than they will ever ac! 
amongst a people whore minds are both critical 
and analitical.” I will say feankly that it was i 
part because I feared your article, entirely without 
intention on your part, would strengthen one class 
of your readers in the opinion that “if the mis- 
sionaries who come to convert the Japanese would 
only stay at home ** they will be doing a bette: 
work,” that led me to write in criticism of it. 

Secondly, I havea firm conviction that social 
morality and the Social Evil are so closely related 
that they cannot really be separated, that they 
are in a true sense one and the same question, 
‘When you can separate a tives from its source or 
a plant from the soil out of which it grows, then and 
not till then can the social evil be treated without 
reference to social murality, As a living British 
scholar has recently said :—" Il is vain for the men 
of a nation to practise impurity and fancy that 
Nevertheless they can keep thei womankind 
chaste.” 

You declare that I have made misstatements in 
d to two points of fact, One of these is i 
my statement :— Jay » America has wot, 
legalized concubinage.” ‘This you say is “ diame- 
Uically opposed to the truth,” and you go on to 
ge is not more legal in Japan tha 
nited States. ‘The law does not re- 
cognize it in any way.” When I wi 
strongly of the impression that co 
registered ay such, Thad in, mind 
article Thad read months before in the Forodsu 
Choho. Speaking of the immorality of the Head 


Priest of the Eastern Hongwanji sect Coc 


































































































My informant was an Englishman not now in 
Japan, a gentleman of the highest character, and 
a former resident of Hongkong, and I understood 
him to claim positive knowledge. My explana. 
tion is that at the time the Governor expressed 
the approval and delight claimed, but that alter 
ward when he found that he had been enter- 
tained by a dance by women of evil reputation 
his indignation, as has been the case with 
other visitors, was strong, and strongly expressed. 
Having now disposed of two appavent misstate- 
ments in my article allow me to call attention to 
statements in yours which seem to me decidedly 
questionable, You say, “No foreign lady. . 
could be offended by the contributions which tl 
geisha makes to social convivialities.” If you were 
compelled to spend as many nights in Japanese 
inns as some missionaries do, often-times with only 
a shoji between you and a company of merty- 
makers, you could not | am sure make such w« 
statement. If there is nothing offensive in their 
presence why—if I am correctly informed—did 
General Nogi refuse to attend a public entert 
ment in Sendai during the present year unless the 
plan to have geisha present were given up? 

In your issue of Dec. 4 you speak approvingly 
of ‘the Japanese plan of relegating the evil to 
remote quarters of the cities and confining it 
there.” One of the main contentions of my 
article was that it is notso confined. I showed, 
and [ could show still fart even bring 
witnesses to prove that the Soci even in 
ils narrower sense is not confined to remote 
quarters but that the hotels almost everywhere aie 
full of it, Of this there is, there can be no ques« 
tion. 


I am glad to 






































read our outspoken words as 
tothe character of the geisha, and your opinion 
that “their abolition would be a salutary step.” 
Tam glad too to be assured—though 1 had not 
before doubted it, —that on many points connected 
with this great question we think alike, 

Asking you: pardon for the length of this article 
onthe ground of the importance of the subject 
discussed, I remain very truly yours 

Tay Waiter of tHe ARticLE IN THE 


“Hioco News” 

















ASIATIC SOCIETY. 


‘To tHe Evrtor oF rng “Japan Matt.” 

Sin,—The recently published decision of the 
Japan Branch of the Asiatic Society, is of course, 
4 matter to be decided by the subscribers; but as 

ne of the outside general public who is specially 
imterested in the sphere that the said Society was 
establislied to influence, I beg to be permitted to 
offer some observations bearing on the question 
in the future, 

As the Society acknowledges failuve in the ens 
couragement of contributors, I venture to suggest 
a thorough reorganization ; and as the Revised 
teaties will eve be in operation, let Japa- 
se and foreigners be precisely on the same foot: 
emove all restrictions, admit any one paying 
the subscription, abolish the formal preliminasies of 
the Committee ordeal, and especially the ballot. 

Iustead of a select clique, mere coterie, a 
circle of the “elite,” make it practical and useful ; 

d with additional membershin print more and 
culate extensively ; have a sufficiently uumerous 
audience and wide circle of readers; then. cou 
se will be offered by veal Orientalists and 
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that the latter sentiments were never expressed. | 


wot mere dilettanti, and on subjects now “cold 
shouldered” but interesting to the majority of 
the savants and more intelligent reading public, 
a steadily increasing number, . 

The preparation of a “paper” involves much 
expenditure of time and careful thought, even 
with all the material to hand; and any one having 
command of a wider circle of readers than the 
Journal of such a Society as that under notice, 
will not offer the results of so much trouble to the 
censorship of a Committee such as usually acts as 
Executive in a small community composed 
principally of the elements to be found in such a 
place as Tokyo for instance ; and only to be em- 
balmed in pages that furnish pabulum to the ine 
dustrious literary hack. 

The most vigorous societies in London, and the 

wiiter is familiar with many, as Member and 
Lecturer, are those giving facilities to wider 
membership and having the largest audiences, 
the greatest freedom of discussion and the 
most extensive circulation of their Journals (or 
Reports, Proceedings, Transactions, f&c.), such as 
the Society of Arts, Adelphi, the patron of which 
was the late Prince Consort ; and to which the late 
Admiral Rider, whi Commander-in-Chief at 
Portsmouth, alluded in a private letter to the weiter 
as “being like an elephant’s trunk, nothing was 
too great or too small for it to take np.” 
The most learned amongst the Yamatologists 
are still dependaut upon Japanese for the info 
mation that furnishes the basis of all contibue 
tions; and why not have the authorities at the 
meetings, with interpreters for the benefit. of 
those who have not acquired the necessary know- 
ledge of Japanese? The original in Japanese 
could be printed ata very small cost, as well as 
a carefully te d translatio Japanese sub- 
scribers would not be the ouly persons pleased 
with such a feature, 

So long asthe range of subjects acceptable is 
restricted to the narrow range of the ideas of the 
propagandists of a creed, in any of the numerous 
sectarian forms which is competition with the 
indigenous cultus and other ancient beliefs, 
there will be limitations to the usefulness of a 
Society the ostensible raison d'etre of which is 
(or should be) Oriental Research ; and the er 
couragement that ought to be afforded, becomes 
non existent. 

A long list of subjects occurs to the inditer, 
suggested by questioners met with when (ravelling 
and lecturing in Kavope and Amecica, upon which 
information is desited; and in yeats (o come 
there will be increasing difficulty in obtaining 
“unsophisticated ” information, 

It is sincerely to be hoped that scientific, sys- 
tematic research will have organized encourage: 
ment in the near fulure nd [therefore advocate 
the establishment of a solid institution on a broad 
and liberal basis. 


Tam, yours, &c., 
January 5th, 1898. 
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AUS1RALIA AND FAPAN. 
= + 
(From our Corresronpent.) 








Sydney, November 26. 
The Colowed Races Restriction aud Regula- 
tions Bul, introduced by the New South Wales 
Government, has every prospect of being adopted 
by the colonial pac » although whether it 
will receive the ass he British Government 
remains to be seen, It is aimed principally at 
the increasing number of Afghan, Syrian, and 
other Asiatic peoples in the colony, the difficulty 
being that. many of themclaim to be British sub- 
jects, and is based upon the measure which has 
proved so successful in Natal. Practically it will 
exclude only those desirous of settling in the colony, 
the exemptions being numerous and compreher 
sive. 
In 
for legislation of a drastic character, with a 
to preventing the employment of Japanese 
the Northern Queensland sugar country, the 
large number of Japanese settled on Thursday 
Island being made an excuse for action in the 
matter. Recently in the 2 ensland parliament, 
the Premier, Sir Hugh Nelson, stated that the 
action taken by the Queensland Government with 
a view to the stoppage of Japanese immigration 
‘had not arrived at such a stage as will admit of 

















Queensland the Labour party is clamouring 
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ts being made pul This reply has given rise 
to a considerable amount of press comment, The 
Queenslander, for instance, says:—" The slow 
progress of Governmental action is due, we pre- 
sume, to the difficulties attending the negotiation. 
But while we would like to see greater speed, and 
could indeed have taken a more distinct assurance 
that the) Goverment were possessed with the 

















gravily of the evil, and were doing their very 
Dest to have it met, the answer brings us again iv 
view of the fact that the Government is in actual 
negotiation with that of Japan on the subject. It 
is well to remind ourselves of that fact in disease 
sing the position. If zealous anti-Japanists do 
not forget it they. do worse; they write and 
speak alter a lashion which can only embarrass 
the negotiators and prejudice Queensland in the 
negotiation.” Tne col as of the Brisbane Courier 
have been filled with correspondence and articles 
bearing upon the question, among which the letters 
writen by Mr. James Clavk, from Thursday 
Island, occupy a leading place. Mr. Clark insists 
that the Japanese should not be allowed ta mono- 
polise the peail fisheries of Torres Straits. He 
admits that they came at the invitation of the 
white capitalists, and would have nothing to say 
if they had temained in a condition of servitude, 
Theie great sin, in bis eyes, is that they have prac- 
tically become their own employers. He would 
ave them excluded from Queensland soil, but 
the colonists would not agree to anything of th 
ind, On this point the Brisbane Courier says :— 
Government and Pat IN hesitate be- 
foredealing with Japanese now fishing in Queens- 
land waters inthe manner recommended by Mr. 
Clark. Such measures as he would like to see 
adopted would probably be taken as an affioi 




















































by the Government and people of Japan. It is 
one thing to say to Japanese Japan 
who may be thinking of ating to Que 

@ You shall not land here;” or, “It y 





come here it can only be on such and such condi 
1s. Wewill not have you as capitalists. You 
shall not own or hire boats in the pearlshell fishery. 
You may only enter the employment of white 
capitalists for so many years at wages that may 
be agreed upon,and then retuin to you own 
country.” Tt is quite another thing to tur upon 
the Japanese now 1 the cou and impose dis- 
abilities upon them, even to taking the ownership 
of properties out of their hands. Australia bas 
pul an end to Chinese inmigeation, but it has not 
posed irritating disabilities on the Cl 
already in the counte 

their natucalisation p 
them out of induste 






















We lave not rescinded 
ers, or compulsorily bi 
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ght 
ich they have honestly 
e politicians who were 
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earned their livelihood. 
resolute in terminating Chinese immigration were 














just as resolute in mai 
now in Australia must not be disturbed in the en- 
joyment of rights and privileges, Is it reasonable 
to expect that the Government of Japan would 
tolerate a treatment of Japanese in Australia 
which compared badly with the treatment of 
Chinese? If the Government of Japan were 
wi to agree to such stringent measures as Mr. 
Clark thinks ought 10 be adopted, we should soon 
lave other sted white capitalists clamouring 
for the Government to similarly run the Chinese 
and other coloured aliens out of ownership in other 
industries. If the Japanese now in Queensland 
ought vot to be permitted to compete with Mr. 
Clak and other white boat-owners in the peail- 
shell try at Thursday Island, ought the 
Chinese growers of bananas at Cains and Ge- 
raldton to be permilied to compete with the 
European growers of bananas there and elsewhere 
in Queensland P= Where could this thing sto 
short of excluding coloured persons now a 

us from all ownership and control in the indust 
ties? Aud would that policy of harsh disability 
to the stranger within our boundaries, who came 
here when disability did not exist, be a policy that 
Britons could ve pro 

consistent with the B itish habit of engaging ina 
capitalistic capacity in the industries of other 
countries 2" 

The Queenslander, refering to the arguments 
employed by Mr. Clark and those sharing his 
opinions, says that one of them seems to give 
away the whole case. Tt is that the Japanese 
have so treated the British in Japan as to deserve 
the treatment it is proposed to measure out to 
them in Queensiand.” Now let us understand 
where Ifour action is to be pat upon 
the basis of Japanese desert, what becomes of 
the previous pleas of necessity urged in total 
independenoe of desert? We do nut remem- 
ber that much touble was taken to show that 
the Chinese deserved the restrictions laid on them, 
say in the matter of the goldfields; the convinc- 
ing argument was the necessities or convenience 
of the white Queenslander. Desertis a dangerous 
plea when ivts really a question of what we can 
wisely or safety do to secure our awn interests 
And its danger has seldom been better illustrated 
than in this very instance. It fails at every point ; 
it even turns its edge against the whites. Much 
has been made of the embargo laid on British jours 
nalism in Japan. That does not amount to much 
till the Japanese attempts journalismin Australia. 
But it has been shown that thee is no embargo. 


ing that the Chinese 
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fling of the 


What has happened, accordin 
Fapan Gasetie, is a defect in the r 
Treaty,” under which British journalism is liable to 
be extinguished in 1899; but thedefect, it is thought, 
will be easily rectified upon representation m: 
This surely is a matter for negotiation rather 
the proposed irrelevant reprisals, Then it has 
been complained that British travellers in Jap: 
are restricted in their movements, have to provide 
themselves with passports, and aie dogged by 
soldiers and policemen. Thisis Mr. Clark's great 
complaint, But it has been met by the principal 
Japanese resident of Thursday Island man- 
ner which should shame newspaper correspondents 
out of further reference to it. My. Torajiro Sato 
shows that the treatment Mr, Claik complains 
reality a privilege of protection confer- 
sh subject under existing trea 
years ago it was agreed that 
ish subjects in Japan should be protected by 
hh law, and it became necessary for the Ja 
nese Government to follow British travellers 
order to secure them their legal privilege. I 
t to the credit of disputants that they persist in 
twisting this exceptional privilege, which would be 
scouted with ridicule if proposed for the Japanese 
in Queensland, into an offence justifying severity 
n “our part. And again we lave to urge tl 
tnistepresentation of this kind does not help th 
Governmental negotiation. We only add that 
we take this line of remark not from any luke- 
warmness in our desive to see a white Austral 
but from the conviction that, in elations wi 
Japan, it is only by a careful observance of reasoi 
and of justice, not to say international comtesy, 
that we can bring the desire to happy fruition.” 
The tone adoptedby the Queenslander very fairly 
represents that of public opinion generally though 
out thecolony, ifnot the whole of Australia, Nowhere 
in all the world are the Japanese more respected 
ov appreciated than in'the A ian Colonies, 
the whole of the trouble has originated with the 
lower sections of the Australian labouring classes 
who affect to see in the Japanese workers formid- 
alle industiial competitors in the near future, 
The establishment of schools for the complete 
mercial education of Japanese youth has 
lurally attracted some little attention in New 
South Wales, where the commercial element so 
largely predominates. ‘Lhe Maitland Mercury, 
alter describing the educational curriculum ve: 
matks tha Ic will be interesting, for those 
who live long enough into the coming century, to 
observe whether this somewhat mechanical plan 
of producing a commercial nation will succeed. 
Those political constitutions which have been 
marked by the most painful elaboration, and in 
which endeaver ade to anticipate every de- 
velopment of the working of the political machine, 
e not heen so couspicu usly successful as dex 
vices of government as has proved that unsyme 
metrical avd unsystematic polity ander which 
Britons live. And it may be that thorough aud 
complete as is the system of Japanese commercial 
education described, it may yet be deleated by 
followers of rongh-and-teady and unscientific mee 
thods, Some of us willSee, Meanwhile, on the 
suface we may fairly cay Chat the Japanese de 
signs merit res; al attention on the part of 
England. Recent Japanese progress may be, as 
The Times remarks, vuly a spurt, Yet it will be 
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dof? Would it be a policy| y 


prudent for Knglish merchanty and masulactuvers 
to assume that they have in Japan a foemar 
worthy of theie steel, Nothing is much move 
foolish in a serious contest than to underestimate 
fH oenemy's strength, All this systematic and 
scientific training of Japanese lads for bea 
great patina future commercial d 
the nation may prove to be wasted enerpy. 
may be also, to use Milton's phrase, the p ocess of 
a giant mewing its youth, and preparing to become 
puissant in commerce ay in war. We can well 
understand that merchants aud captains of iv - 
try who ate learned in political economy and in the 
whole province of the world’s trade, to whom com 
mercial and producing conditions everywhere are 
an open book, who have absorbed theoretical and 

ical TF knowledge when the mind ts 
plastic and memory receptive, whose bodily vigous 
has been made to keep pace with the growth of 
their mental activity and ale and who have 
been disciplined in a morality resembling one 
aspect of that exalted morality given to the wold 
by the Wise King of Istael, and that Greater One 
who spoke matchless words—that such merchant 
and i Jable com 
netitors in the fields of the world’s commerce with 
Englishmen and other Earopeans, practised as 
they are by centuries of experience. \We do nat 
doubt the ability of Britain to hold hee awn wi 
Japan if she exert herself. And it is probable tha: 
the prospect of being superseded in the markets of 
the East by the merchants and manufacturers of 
this newly-active power; may prove a desirable 
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spur to English folk, and embody a warning 
against lethargy, and against holding any anta- 
gonist 100 cheap. Moreover, a goud policy i 
learn of an adversary, as Peter the Great le 
of the Swedes, We have called the mo 
culcated in these Japanese commercial schools a 
morality resembling o pect of the Ct 

lity, sh: production 




























become purified by incorporation i methods 
of that higher aspect of Cl morality where- 
that a false weight and a deceitful 





1 abomination to the Lord, 


NEWS FROM KIAO CHOU. 
Se 
(TRANSLATED PROM “ DBR OSTASIATISCHER 
N.C. DAILY NEWS.") 
nding our military occu: 
pation of the bay of Kiao.chou, the friendiy rela- 

1s between Germany and Cifina have not been 
bioken off, is visible in the non-interruption of 
telegraphic communication betwee new Ger- 
stations of Kiao-chou and Tsingtao 
side world. It is evident that the CI 
Government as well as our own, 

for a peaceful solution of the pres 
In Tsingtao the little Chinese employee of the 
administration retains his post, clad in his elega 
peach red gown; but his pedantic, reticent b 
haviour compares very unfavourably with 1 
the sailors and non-commissioned officer: 
graphic experts—who have have been adjoined to 
him, Unfortunately, at Kiao-chou station, the next 
on the line from this, = like arrangement of the 
telegraph office was not practicable: there the 
Chinese telegraph clerk concluded to do politics 
on his own account and 
access of Ge manephobi 
pression in a telegs 
in language not fit to be 1epeated. Accor 
another story, he took French leave upon the ap- 
proach of the Germans, fearing to be called to 
account for his telegraphic heatt-outpoutings. Iu 
any case lis action led to a breach in telegraphic 
communication which lasted over a week, bul which, 
although it disturbed our official waffic, did little 
harm to us personally, as the Ostasiatischer Lloyd 
is hardly yet the “ World-paper” to be able to 
wire its Correspondence lo its subscribers, even had 
we the necessary permission to use the wire, 



































at difficulty, 

























































sequently we must beg our readers to have patience 
for atime which will happily vot be long, Welave 
to thank the Telegraph Administration for sen 





a fresh clerk and so restoring communication 

Otherwise peace and quiet reign absolutely. 
The detachment of 500 marines and sailors sent 
to Chime has been withdrawn, now that all the 
Chinese troops tave left the neighbourhood, It 
was a bitter cold day, the thermometer at 19 Fy 
and a northwest gale blowing, as the men marched 
back in high spuits singing theic soldier songs, 
(wind was at their backs) with a bigh colour fe 
the wind and sun, And why should they not look 
healthy? Ts it not the home climate in which we 
are living 2 Rice and bananas grow hee no more 
than they do at home; and our peasants would 
soon learn to accommodate themselves to the nm 
quitues and the somewhat higher summe: temper 
ture. What a pity that this fine country iy alveady 
fully occupied by the children of the yellow 













































and that they cannot be driven out or extes 
alchohol 





ed with the aid of powder a 
aborigines of Afvica, Austialia, 
of the Chinese, with life and reproductive powers 
equal to our own and so few wauts, uu idea of dis- 
placement is entertainables U. 
stances, never will China off. 














tion to the surplus population of Europe. Aw 
vet here, too, we have what cannot withstand 





Western’ civilisation with its strange disintergea- 





rt ifluences; its Ch ty and love of one's 
neighbour on the one hand; on the other, the 
seckless selfistiness and individualism of our 





European industialism—both backed by moder 
war methods—and this is the ancient empire of 
China. Lis a hopeless invalid, whose decease is 
only a question of time. By the help of that 
Wertern civilisation which has destroyed it must 
the Chinese empue be again restored. Lu this 
work of the cong century we shall now take our 
pact, stacting from Kiao-chou, From this point of 
vantage we shall be in a position to support a 
modern Chinese government with word and deed, 
as well as to watch over the safety of our m 

the interior of China and (o pus! 
of ou trade. 

‘The English cruiser Undaunted which put in an 
appeaiance here on the gh of December, left us 
again on the 11th, Belore that a small English 

jan-ofewar, the Algerine, our old friend from 




















































Shanghai, had asrived and is still here, There is 
a rumour that English men-of-war are displaying 
"great activity in the Gull of Pechili, You will be 
riginal from 
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better informed as to their movements e- 
hai than we here. Is it possible that, owing to 
our action here, England has been excited to a 
more active policy in China P Are complications 
between England and Russia threate 

gard to KoreaP Such are the indications the 
news brought by the German steamer Swatow 








yesierday. The arrival of a steamer is an 
event this remote, newspaper-void, Bay 
of Kiao-chou. So far only the German steamers 








stered by the Admiral of the squadron come to 
this port, English steamers are said to have te- 
fused to call in here because, according to Lrealy, 
they render themselves liable to confiscation by 
calling at a von-open port. But the German 
steamers by no means themselves to the con- 
veyance of letters and dispatches. The Loong- 
moon, which has made several voyages between 
this and Shanghai, has brought—besides fresh 
and preserved provisions in large quantities— 
mbers of ponies, timber for building, stoves, 
beds, and other furniture. The Loyal came in 
from’ Hongkong with coal recently. ‘To-day I 


























noticed on the landing jetty the cargo being 
ad 


landed from the steamer Swatow, doors 
windows made in Shangha 






weather, and which will be shortly painted with 
the German colours,—black, white, red: street- 
lanterns for toads and barrack yards, huge kettles, 
great loads for the depdt, aud oumbertess other 
things which p 
ourselves both in comfortable and y slrape. 
And wandering through the old Chinese camps, in 
which our brave blue-jackets are now housed, one 
sees the men all busily at work planking the floors 
and fitting doors and windows into their place. 
The yamen in Tsingtao—that magnificent range of 
buildings formerly occupied by the Chinese general 
mand=sis now being fitted out for dwell- 
ings for our own Head Command and the higher 
officers. From the landing place to the magazine 
go trains of coolies and sinall Chinese carts, drawn 
by a mule or pony, laden with stores for the dif- 
ferent camps ing emply. ‘The country 
people move about them pursning their ordinary 
occupations. Now we come across one of our 
well-known Shanghai wheelbarrows with the guest 
sitting on one side and her luggage on the other 
side of the wheel. It is a rather suspicious-looking 
small-footed beauty, decorated with white powder 
and deep rouge. What is she doing nere? Has 
she come from the interior of the country to visit a 
telation or has she been imported by some specu- 
lative Chinese in order here, like Eve, to under 
mine the morals of our hardy wartiors? Here we 
have a decidedly mnocent picture,—a little 
ass led by a co », out of the baskets slung 
across, on side peep out the heads of two 
little childs aze with astonished eyes upot 
the “ Red Devil OF course there is here no 
question of the abusive language so freely bestow- 
ed on the Ewopean in China--often with the 
accompaniment of stones, filth, and clods of earth, 
—not even in the interior of the occupied territory. 
You may wander alone or tide through the sur- 
rounding villages and you will be absolutely 

molesied : indeed around ‘Tsingtao you mosily 
get a friendly salute copied from our military 
salute. May it ever be thus! 

When the wind blows strong from the North, a 
walk through the country o: even a stroll through 
the streets of our litle town of Tsingtao, does not 
afford much enjoyment; walking against it, the 
wind faily takes away one’s breath and one does 
well to cover up the ears. Then on the broad 
waters which louk so pleasing from afar white 
combers tise up, unpleasant enough when one is 
close to them and which, though they leave our 
stately men-of war undisturbed, play havoc with 
the small steam-launches and the drafts of men 
being landed from them at the pile jetty, But, when 
the stiff breeze drops, and the sea ts unce more like 
a mitror, and the sun warns up the landscape once 
more, then we gladly set out on a walk over hill 
and dale. The various bill es lie si 
our disection and close to Some dozen higher 
and lower peaks project from the tange, some 
crowned by most mat vellously-shaped rocks, The 
highest peak, as already stated, lately exceeds 
160 metr: Paths lead over the low passes unit 
ing the villages which nestle in the valley bottoms. 
The hard, rocky, and frozen paths are bad for our 






























































































ponies, but at times we come upon the sandy beds 
of watercourses where we can gallop our animals, 
Most picture-que are the ravines winding upwards 


between rocky walls, as they are cul deep into the 
earth; the bioken rock material lends itself to 
most fantastic shapes, We have before us a 
model of the earth's evolution under the action of 
wind and water. 

The sportsman, too, need not wander in v 
over these fields aud mountains, Our ald German 
friend, the hare, is seen everywhere fleeing from 
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the approaching strangers The Chinese seem to 
have left him alone formerly, not caring much 
for game. But now that buyers for the dainty 
roast are steadily to be found in Tsingtao, the 
Chinese are pursuing it with great energy, driving 
them into nets, as, fortunately, they do vot 
possess fire-aims. This will soon make an end of 
the hares in this neighbourhood and when our 
German forester atrives on the spot, there will be 
little for him to do; for it will be long before it 
will be possible to put in force game laws against 
the Chinese. Pheasants are also said to exist but 
Thave so far seen none. On the other hand, huge 
flocks of wild geese are to be seen, asalso the heron, 
a large handsome grey bird; one sees dozens of 
these beautiful animals in their long line of flight : 
it seems to take the place of the stork with us and, 
to judge by the appearance ol the Chinese houses, 
he here fulfils his delicate office far better than 
does his long-legged brother in the old home. 
‘Tsingtao, 13th December. 


























A NEW FAPANESE ENTERPRISE. 
Sg 

Much feminine attention has lately been directed 
to a novelty which illustrates nothing less than the 
fact than an altogether new and wholly unforeseen 
ival to the needlewomen, not only of our own 
mettopolis, but of Paris, Berlin, and Vienna, has 
sprung up out of the East, and that plucky, re 
soucelul Japan is prepared to place upon our 
counters dressing gowns and bedroom jackets 
that may well effect revolutions alike in the fashions 
and the prices of these useful articles. This new 
trade (says the Daily Telegraph) is entively the 
result of Japanese “push,” and, although it has 
only been in existence about eighteen months, it 
is already assuming large dimensions. Formerly 
these dressing-gowns were not wholly anknowa i 
London, but they were then imported by 1 
dozens, and sold at a high price as cutiosi 
Shortly after the conclusion of the war with China 
a young Japanese commercial traveller presented 
himself in this country, furnished with all creden- 
tial-, and pointed out to leading firms that Euro- 
pean visitors had always expressed themselves 
pleased with the warmth and comfort of the quilted 
and wadded silk diessing-gowns they had seen and 
worn in Japan, and that some people were now 
in the habit of obtaining such articles through pri- 
vate channels, He had come, therefore, in the 
hope of opening up a trade in this direction, 
and he offered terms which proved him to 
Ue quite conversant with the ordinary commer- 
1 practices of the trade. Some declined the 
tisk, some hesitated, but Messrs. D. H. Evans, 
who some years ago organised with marked suc- 
cess a scheme for giving the needlewoik of 
fine underwear direct into the hands of Irish 
peasant women, took it up, with the result that 
a single shipment recently comprised no less 
than a thousand diessing-gowns and six hun 
died diessing jackets, whilst an exact “repeat 
order’ as to colouring, sizes, and vumbers has 
been given. It should be added that there are 
two other wholesale importers of Eastern goods 
in the City who are bringing over consignments 
of considerable bulk, Yokohama is the seat of 
the new industry, which engages men as well as 
women. ‘The system by which Euglish tastes and 
requirements are met is forthe Japanese agent to 
forward to his European principals the whole range 
of fine soft silks he has available for the gown 
itself, and for the linings. Sir Thomas Wardle, 
the President of the British Silke Association, and 
the leading authority on the chemistry of dyes, 
slated, in answer to direct ingniries on this subject, 
that the Japanese have now acquited a mastety of 
the subtiest secrets of anilive shading; while if 
they ave substituting for the old-fashioned pure 
vegetable combinations the product of coal-tar, 
they are doing so with a remarkable perception of 
their best application, Certainly, there are scores 
of the most charming tints available, and when the 
Western expert has decided to order, say, half a 
dozen of turquoise blue, lined with cream, a dozen 
of delicate moss-green, allied with bright rose-pink 
da like number of warm crimson, in conjunction 
with shot pear! and peach, the pattems are at- 
tached to specially prepared catds, and when 
the sizes are indicated there is no finther 
trouble. Japanese taste may be confidently 
left to catty out the embroideries, either unit 
ing the colows or effecting a daring but har- 
monious contrast. So far as experts can see, 
Japan is not developing an industry in any 
other branch of attire at present, It is said 



























































































that her necdleworkers do not take kindly to 
the making of garments of closer fi, The te 
sult of this tentative effort of the dressing- 


gowns, however, will be a great encomagement 








to them, and hes a lesson which it is 
impossible to One need not be an ex- 





ignore. 











me partisan either of free trade or of protec- 
tion to diaw «a moral from it. In the great 
market of cheap clothing we have suffered too 
long fiom the competition of the German 
pockel-money needlewoman and half a dozen 
other tivals to vaise any cries about another 
nail in the coffin of poor women's homework ; 
and if so much money has to leave this country 
aunually that our diapers’ windows may be 
filled with attractive, sowy wares, il matters 
very little whether it goes to Berlin or Tokyo. 
Even if Japan does not supply us withia our 
generation with ‘ Paris model” dresses and 
millinery, with Savile Row frock cea's and tall 
hats, it is pecfectly conceivable that her daily 
improving sille-throwing machinery and power 
looms will send us in a year or two manuface 
tured silks that in colour and price will fight 
quite faily the weighted and adulterated pro- 
ductions of Crefelt and Como. Men’s ties, ladies 
blouses and fronts, and even petticoats, may well 
follow a year or two hence the dressing-gowns of 
to-day The boot and shoe trade hardly tealises 
how fast a great industry in fovigear, saddlery, 
portmanteaus, and leather generally is growing 
up in Cawnpore, or how a touch of the magic 
wands of capital and energy might convert the 
city of the a y’s datkest memories into a 
powerful commercial rival of Notthampton. But 
many more such instances might be cited in which 
goods long the monopoly of Etropean factories 
ate being produced where labour is abundant and 
strikes do uot occur, and in surveying them it ca 

only be said now-a-days with extreme reservation 
that “Hast is East and West is West, and never 
the twain shall meet,” so rapidly is industrial de- 
velopment bridging the gull. 
















































PIRAIICAL ATTACK ON HAIPHONG. 
came: 
‘The Courrier @ Haiphong of the 18th Dec. gives 
a detailed account of the attack on Haiphong 
that occurred in the early morning of the 16th 
Dec. It states that several days previously infoi 
mation had been received by the authories and the 
European residents, through the Spanish missio 
aries, Annamite officials, and domestic servants, 
of the intended rising, but no importance seems to 
ave been attached to the wa hy the officials. 
he pirates had assembled eight days before at 
the Elephant’s Hill, and had been regaling them- 
selves with spirits and meal. They had 
secret of their intention to attack Haiphong, and 
had said that they had received orders from 
Heaven to exterminate the Ewopeans and the 
dynasty of Ngyuyen (the Annam dynasty), which 
was to be replaced by that of the Mac. On the 
morning in question they separated into two 
bands, each from 150 to 200 strong, and at 5 a.m, 
entered the town from different directions. One 
section made its way to the Quan An's house set 
ting fire (0 the numerous satsheds and houses 
en route. ‘The Quan An (a native military of- 
ficial) had been apptised of the intended attack 
and had left ovly the previous evening with 
about 100 «militia, under The command of 
Inspector Lambert, to meet the tebels at the 
Elephant’s Hill. His body guard, which was left 
behind, stubbornly defended the place and opened 
fire on the assailants, of whom a great number 
were killed nuded. The other band hap- 
pened to pass the louse in which Mr, Gauthier, 
of Mr. A. R. Marty's firm, was living. This une 
fortunate young man was awakened by the alarm 
and tried to escape, but was pursued by the pirates 
and hacked to death, His features were sv hor- 
tibly mutilated that they weve unrecognizable, An 
euployé of Mr, Faussemagne was also wounded. 
At4 o'clock the troops were awakened by the alarm, 
but uo one thought that the situation was so grave. 
Thinking that it was merely the question of a 
fire a small body was sent out with a pump. As 
soon as this body realised the situation they hur. 
ried back to their quarters, and at six o'clock a 
company divided into two sections started in 
pursuit of the pirates. One of the sections came 
upon some stragglers from the bands and charg- 
ed them with fixed bayonets. About fifteen of the 
pitates were either killed or severely wounded, and 
three banners were captured, bearing the following 
devices, “ Let us obey the order from heaven. Ex- 
terminate the Euopeans, Exterminate the dynasty 
of the Nguyen. Dynasty of Mac,’ each of the 
bodies of the slain was found a chip of bamboo 
bearing the characters "Soldiers of heaven.” It 
is averred that the tising is general in the Delta 
and that several other posts have likewise been 
attacked and burnt down; in one of them, Nui- 
Voi, Mr. Gaguard, an employé at the stone quar: 
ties of Mr. Faussemagne, bad to jump from his 
window down a precipice of thirty metres to escape 




















































































his assailan He would certainly have been 
killed had it not been for the numerous shrubs and 








44 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Jan. 8, 1898. 


—aq05Oneauquo—eaeae—eaeaeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 





hes of trees which broke his fall, As it 
the injuries he received were of a very ses ious 
ture, 











LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 


SR aeais eae 
(Brom THe “Jars T 
MOVEMENTS OF THE BRITISH 
SQUADRON. 
London, Dec. 29. 

At the Admiralty it is believed that the 
British Squadron is in the vicinity of Port 
Hamilton, but the statement that it was 
at Chemulpo is officially discredited. 

RUSSIA AND KOREA. 

The last American mail conveys the 
text of the Russo-Korean agreement 
whereby M. Alexieff replaces Mr. Mc- 
Leavy Brown as Financial Adviser to 
Korea, Russia securing the - financial 
control over the country for an indefinite 
period. 

FRANCE AND CHINA. 
Later. 

M. Pichon, French Minister at Rio de 

Janeiro, has been transferred to Peking. 
THE PLAGUE IN BOMBAY. 

A serious recrudescence of the plague 
is reported from Bombay. 

LORD CHARLES BERESFORD. 

Lord Charles Beresford has been select- 
ed as the Unionist candidate for York in 
place of the late Sir F, Lockwood, 


THE GOVERNORSHIP OF CRETE. 

Russia has proposed Prince George of 
Greece as Governor of Crete. 

THE PANAMA CANAL CASE, 
London, Dec. 31. 

The defendants in the Panama Canal 
Case have all been acquitted. 

REPORTED OCCUPATION OF 

HAINAN DENIED. 

The French Government regard the 
reported hoisting of the French flag on 
the island of Hainan as a fabrication. 

THE INDIAN FRONTIER. 

The Afridis are very active and pickets 
are maintained on both sides. The Fort 
Ali Musjid has been frequently attacked 
causing several casualties. 

COLONEL“HAVELOCK ALLEN 
KILLED. 
London, Jan. 1. 

Colonel Havelock Allen, Royal Jrish, 
who had come out to India to investigate 
certain rumours of misbehaviour on the 
part of a regiment engaged in the present 
campaign, rode out from the Fort Ali 
Musjid when he was surprised and killed 
by Afridis. 


ANGLO-JAPANESE ALLIANCE 
ADVOCATED. 

Lord Beresford speaking at York re- 
garded the situation in the Far East as 
alarming. He advocated an alliance 
between Great Britain and Japan. He 
also urged the acquisition of a British 
naval base in the neighbourhood of the 
Gulf of Chusan. 

NEW YEAR’S HONOURS. 

Mr. Lipton, tea merchant, and Mr. 
Ackroyd, ex-Judge at Hongkong, havebeen 
knighted, and Mr, M‘Leavy Brown has 
been made a Companion of the Order of 
St. Michael and St. George. 


VICE-ADMIRAL SEYMOUR SAILS 
FOR CHINA. 
Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Seymour, new 
Commander-in-Chief of the British Squad. 


* Digitized | Go 











ron in China, has left for Hongkong by 
the steamer China. 
BRITISH INDIAN FINANCE. 
London, Dec. 31. 

The Indian Council has notified that it 
is prepared to sell a limited number of 
telegraphic transfers at one-eighth the 
price of Council Bills. 

THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 
London, January 3. 

The Warwick and Lincolnshire Regi- 
ments have been ordered to Wady Halfa, 
whence they will probably advance on 
Abu Hamed. The Cameron Highlanders 
have also been ordered to be in readiness 
to march to the front, and the Seaforths 
are to sail from Malla for Egypt. The 
movement is owing to the news that the 
Dervishes at Omdurman are preparing for 
an advance northward. 

London, January 4. 

The First Battalion of the Yorkshire 
Regiment proceeds to Gibraltar to replace 
the Northumberlands who go to Egypt. 
The Second Lancashires and the First 
Irish Fusiliers will be landed in Egypt on 
their way home from India. It is stated 
that the British movement to the front is 
defensive rather than offensive against the 
Dervishes. 

RUSSIA AND KOREA. 


Itis announced from St. Petersburg that 
M. Alexieff has been invested with author- 
ity to promote Russian commerce in 
Korea in competition with Great Britain 
and Japan. He is further authorised to 
erect an Orthodox Greek Church at Séul. 


THE SITUATION IN THE FAR EAST. 
ENGLAND'S ATTITUDE. 
London, Jan. 5. 

It is authoritatively stated that whatever 
privileges another Power may obtain from 
China, Great Britain will demand adequate 
compensation, and do her utmost to uphold 
her existing rights in China. 


FATAL ACCIDENT. 

While a meeting was being held at the 
City Hall, London, Ontario, part of the 
flooring collapsed, and twenty-eight per- 
sons were killed and a hundred injured. 














(From NeC, Daity News.) 
THE BORNEO BRIGAND, 
Siagapore, Dec. 23. 

The expedition under Adjwant Jones und 
Mr. Hewett against the notorious’ dacoit Mat 
Salleh has been unsuccessful. ‘They attacked 
his fort on the 13th instant, and Adjutant Jones 
and six Sikhs were killed. 








(Prom Jara: Pavers.) 
RUSSIA'S GRIP ON CHINA. 
Peking, Jan. 1. 
The Chinese Government is now neg tiuting 
with Russia to raise a loan of 100 million taels, 
at the rate of 93 taels per 100 taels face value, at 
4 percent, t tinory being mortgaged as security 
for the loan, ‘The Chinese Government is also 





to concede to Russia the privilege of laying | - 


railways and working mines in the region be 
yond the Great Wall and. of extending the 
Siberian Railway to a pont which is not frozen 
up in winter, It is further stated that Sir Ro 
bert Hart, Inspector-General of Cusioms, will 
be discharged and replaced by a Russian, 
THE BRITISH SQUADRON. 
SOul, December 31. 
The British flagship Centurion and seven 
other vexsels entered the port of Chemulpo last 
evening 
Peking, January 4. 
The British fleet has suddenly arrived at Port 
Arthur, which the Russian Authorities have 


gle 








borrowed from China as a temporary naval 
station. 
Soul, January 4. 
The British war-vessels now at Chemulpo 
are reporied to be watching for some emergency. 
Nagasaki, Jan, 4. 
The British cruiser Redpole left here for 
Port Hamilton last night. 
Nagasaki, January 5. 
The British cruiser Rainbow arrived here 
this morning from Chemalpo. 


NAGASAKI NEWS. 
Nagasaki, Jan. 4. 
The steamer Totomi Maru, which ‘ived 
here on the 28th ult. to undergo rep: nd 
regular official inspection, on entering Govern- 
ment service, is now taking in coal, 
FISHING BOAT SUNK. 
Sukai, Hoki, January 3. 
The Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s steamer Kuma. 
mote Maru tan down a fishing boat yesterday 
off the coast of Izumo. The boat was lost but 
the fishermen were saved. 


FIGHTING WITH INSURGENTS IN 
FORMOSA. 











Taipeb, January 2. 
The night before last about 300 insurgents 
made an attack upon Hokuto, two miles di 
tantfrom Taipeh. Fifteen Japanese gendarme 
comprising the garrison, faced them and fight- 
ing continued for about four hours, when the 
insurgents fled. Several rebels were killed or 











wounded. 
RUSSIAN RELIEFS FOR VLADIVoO- 
STOCK. 
Nagasaki, January 5. 


A Russian man-of war conveying 685 soldiers 
arrived here to day from Odessa en route to 
Viadivostock. The vessel immediately left for 
her destination, 

GERMANY AND CHINA. 
Peking, January 6. 

The German Minister has made w proposal 
to borrow Kiao-chou Bay for a term of 90 years, 
to which the Chinese Government replied that 
it was willing to grant the request f term of 
50 years. The Germ: Minist ii 
awaiting instructions from hi te 

The negotiations regardi other claims 
made by Germany ate already setiled, 

RUSSIA AND CHINA. 
Peking, January 6, 

Colonel Bensorloff (?), Rassian’ Adviser to 
the Chinese Military Department, has arrived 
here. 

With regard to the proposed loan by Rassia 
of ione hundred million dollais to 
British Government has opposed the n 

KOREA SCARED, 


S6al, January 5. 
e thrown into a state 
embling of the British 












The Korean Authorities ar 
of consternation by the a: 
fleet at Chemulpo. 














"EAMERS, 







T MAIL IS DUE 


z Steamer. Date, 
Co, Coptic Fri, Jan, 7 
Co, Yauna Feu. Jon ag 
Co. Dorie 3 Th jan. 
Goof R, de Jtirog Th. Jan 





ND. Lloyd 
CPLR. Co, 


Hohensollern 


6 
6 
7 
9 
Em, of India 5 








+ Left Kobe on the 6th inst. 
2 Left Hon.kong on the qth inst, 
3 Left San Francisco vid Honolulu on the s8th Dec, 
4 Left Hongkong on the 6th inst, 


THE NEXT? MAIL LEAVES 
l Steamer, 

Braemar 

Coptic 

Laos 

Saikio Mara 

Mogul 

Rosetta 

ka. of India 

CLR. de Jiro 

Hobenzotlern 

Bm. 0f China 





Shanghai 
Po 
4 










America 
Hongkong 
Canada, Ke 





Fri. Jan, 
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‘The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 
side. 

The Tokyo Chess Club holds ity meetings 
at 3, UchieSaiwaiecho Itchome (next to the Tokyo 
Club). 


Sovutiox or Prostem No. 351. 

WHITE. BLACK. 
I=Ktto Kr g 1—B takes R 
2—Kt to B6, ch 2—K moves 
3—Q or Bmates 


1-Bww K B4 
2—Bto B3 2—Bio K 5 
3—Rtakes B, mate if 2—Bto Q 5 


3—B takes P, mate 


if 2—Any other 
3—Ki to B 3, mate 
1—Bto 


if 2—B to RS 


2—B to B3 
if 2—P takes B 


3—B takes P, mate 
3--Kt to B 3, mate 
Caiveet solution received from J.W.E, D.D., 
and Voila, 
P.E.E.S.—If 


there is no mat 





fter Bto K B 3, P takes Kt 
f 





Prostem No, 353. 
By Max Karsrepr. 
(First Prize, Tagliche Rundschau Tournament.) 





two moves, 


The Chess Editor of the Fapan Mail intends 
offering a small trophy to the solver of the largest 
number of problems appearing in this column 
this year. 


Concernine Prose 349. 
The New York Evening Post has some words 
on Chess Prob Coincidences” and “uncon. 
scious imitation,” which gives Mr. O'Hara the 
Lenefit of the doubt concerning the charge of 
» We awe told 
ten the 
ing like it, but he had no proof 
plagiarism. The Evening Post wives 
several pi there is a sti tee 
semblance,” but The Sporting and Dramatic ‘News 
declares that O'Hara's problem is a facsimile of 
‘one by Pospisil. It is not difficult to understan: 
how @ composer may make # problem 
but the plea of 
ot convince the jury that 2 facsimile i is an 
original work.—Literary Digest. 
























that it was 









“Japan Mart” Corresronpance Tourney. 
(To THe Cuess Epiror.) 

Sir,—I noticed in last Friday’s Chess column, 
some remarks concerning my game with Mu, Fardel, 
and should like tosay that although you have final- 
ly decided the game in my. favour, I shall be 
very pleased to continue it with Mc. Fardel by 
private correspondence. For T regret that that 
the has been unfi 
have escaped defeat 
Should Me. Fardel accept my 
the cesult of the g: in his 
favour, I shall not fail to provide you with the score, 


T am &c. “NEMO” 


Yoxouama Curss Crus. 
The meetings in the first week of the New Year 
were well altended, several maich games be 
played, new challenges in the Ladder Tournament 
were handedin, and last not least, two new mem: 
bers elected, one of whom, Capt. Weilbach, will be 
one of the strongest members of the Club, wh 
Mr, Sachs promises ta become a valuable acquisi- 
tion, being foremost inthe ranks of our pupils at 


the free instruction classes, 
iby (,O 


Digit 











































At a.committee meeting held last Thursday it 
was decided to commence the Champi 
ney in the third week of Janna 

close on the 15th inst, and will, we helieve, co 
prise eight of one strongest players, Mi. Griffin, ou 
ex-champion however, excluded, who, we egret to 
say, will be unable to enter for the event this year, 

















Tue Great Jusicee Tournament. 

The following fiom a Hamburg paper is the 
latest news concerning the great Vienna tourna- 
ment of 1898 :— 

“Tu celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the reign of Emperor Joseph the Vienna Chess- 
play: if nal Masters’ 
Tournament, to begin in May, The tourney is 
scheduled to last eight weeks, and only p 















allowed to enter, the number of entries to be limit- 
ed to twenty, much as each competitor 








have to play two games with every other man, 
thirty-eight rounds in all will have to be played, 
There will be six prizes, the first to be 6,000] > 
kroners (about $1,500). Entries will be taken up 
to April 3 
Reichelm, in Zhe Zimes, Philadelphia, gives the 
names of the players who are eligible 
America—Steinitz, Pillsbury, and Lipschutz. 
Great Britain—Bird, Blackburn, Burn, Mason, 
and Owen, 
France=Janowski and Rasenthal. 
Germany—Bardeleben, Lasker, Linke, Mieses, 
Riemann, Schallopp, Tatrasch, and Walbiodt. 
An Hungary—Charousek, Berger, Grens- 
berg, Makovetz, Marce, Ma <, Schlech 
ter, A. Schwartz, J. Schw: 
Russia—Alajein, Scheppers, 
Winawer. 



















Techigorin, and 





The Philadelphia Times has discovered that 
hypnotism plays an important part in the game 
of Chess. As long ago as 1857, when Motphy 
played Paulsen, the former played badly in the 

ch through the persis 
concentration of his mind on the boat 
e game. Inthe later games, as if aware of 
his mistake, he withdrew his attention fiom the 
to move, and 
beautiful, | biil- 
liant style of play. The theory of t was that 
Moiphy, as a child of the South, was pecu- 
liatly susceptible to the stronger will of the Nor- 
thern Paulsen, which the latter succeeded in im- 
posing, unconsciously perhaps, on his more nega 
ntas longas Mr. Morphy gave hin 
nity of doing so by dwelling continu. 
ously on the game. 














al once returned to his normal, 















Messrs. Crane and Jacobson are at present ens 
gaged in a match for the championship of Aust- 
talia, The Sydney Mail, says:—This contest 
appears to he one in name only, for Mr. Jacobson 
is scoring game after game without even a draw 
to break the monotony. Mr. Crane's play is dis- 
appoi to himself and his frie 






















The fitth game, which was adjor dat an 
interesting stage, was resumed at the chess 
room, Hotel Arcadia, Mv. Crane's sealed move 





was 18—Kt to K R 2, to which Mr, Jacobsen 
made the powerful reply of Kt to QR3. ‘The 
attack then passed into latter's and he 
conducted it in his characteristic brilliant style to 
a cessful issue. Mr, e se to have 
made the Lest defence, but the position and 
weight of material were against him, Score: 
J. Jacobsen, 5; W. Crane, o, 

We give below the score of 
together wi 
critical period. 








a 








beautiful game, 
diagram of the situation at its most 














Game No. 352 
Ruy Lopez. 
White—(W. Crane, jun.), (Black.—J. L. Jacobsen.) 
WHITE, BLACK. WHITE. BLACK. 
1PKy PKg 18 Kt Ro 
2 Kt KB3 Kt QB3 (sealed) PxP. 
3BKts Kt B3 19 PxB Kt R3! 
4$PQO3 PQ3 20B PQs! 
3QR.O B 2 ar Ki 
of BR Ky) Ki By 
Coles | 22 Q P Qo! 
i ke KB eq Ki Keq | 23 B Kteg? Ku Kia 
9 Ki Kg gy i sq] 24 KtR6ch KR sq 
i Gastes KOORs [BOR s@ BUbie 
11 Castles 1 3 «2 b4 che 
eae 6p Rig Ke ky 
13 Px Kus) Bo | 26R 13 2 95! 
4 g $3 B Ks 29 Bi Ki 6ch 
5BB PKKi3 Kig (KtxB !) 
(s4min.) (7 min.) | 30 RXK?KtxR ch 
16P KR3 PQy 3t K Ra RxP! 
17P Ks PB3 


.[a very slow tate. 


diving the |! 














Position after Black’s thirty-first moves :— 


gle R from K B sq takes P! 


UNIVERS 


Black.—Mr. Jacogsen. 
nuact. 

















wnite, 


White.—Mr. Crane, to play. 


2 Kxkt a, (cB 39 PR BOs ch 
3 B Kg 40 KB2 RxP ch 
eit ae nib 4uK Re BBs ch 
35 R 42K Q2 — BKtsch 
x R is! 43 KQ+q Q6 ch 
2 Keg OK. (Resigns, “(in. sm.) 
% B6 R(Bs) Ki! (2h. 58m.) 


Mr, Pillsbury has stated a correspondence 
chess association in the United States, the idea has 
taken on, and over 100 players are now engaged in 
playing a correspondence tournament, ‘The only 
objection to this interesting form of playing chess 
is that any event must necessarily proceed at but 

ve 
also combined for the first time into a competition 
similar to that which exists in London ander the 
name of the Landon Chess League. 











Variations tw Cunss Games. 

“The first player in Chess has twenty moves to 
choose from on first move, and whichever of 
the twenty Ne takes, his appenent has the same 
said Browne of our Club 
the other day, smoking a Criterion cigarette as 
back to the fire, “so that,” cons 
es of 
each side, and 



























“Prove it!” said Jones, 

“Prove teplied Browne, with a voice full 
of scornful disdain. 

“ Yes, prove it,” cried Jones. Jones, was rather 









, with a wooden leg, which he took off 
and placed by his side when playing a game of 
Chess. He generally won, for there was a great 
deal of moral suasion about that leg. Browne 
said it was the only soft part about | 
“Mr. Jones,” replied Brown loftily. was al- 
ways polite when lofty—"after I have finished 
giving the Club the information that I have culled 
for theie benefit, E will cundescend to argue with 
yeu, When your moves have been played, he 
went on, “there may be 318,974 514,000 games, 
each position being different 
“Prove it!" shouted the ible Jones, who 
looked as if done on the spot. 
continued Browne, not noticing 
“the two kings aloue—alone, 
solen hasis, for the 
the two kings 
adjacent squares 



























alone, though never sanding 
can Ls placed in 3,61 pe 

ve it! ted Jones, now getting his 
leg into position should it be required for 
ibe pu pose of moral suasi 

“And futher, gentlemen,” s 
Chessmen, say four white and three black may 
occupy 128,746,434.575 80g9— 

But the sentence was never finished, 
ing noise, caused by a wooden leg in 
gested to us a rapid retreat, 
was Browne ducking hi 
suasio 











id Browne “ seven 





A boom- 
nid-air, suge 
and the last we saw 
head as if to avoid moral 

















LATEST SHIPPING. 
Aes, 
ARRIVALS. 
Bospress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, Geo. 
Lee, gor Dec.,—Hangkong vid parts, and 
abe 29'h Dec. Mails & General.—Canadian 
Pacific Railway Co, 
Kai, British steamer 1,115, 31st Dee. — 
Hongkong, 220d Dec., Sugar—Buttet feld and 












itish steamer, 2,733. J. Chellew, goth 
don via nots, and Kobe 3oth Dec. 
al.—P. & O. SN. Co. 
Esmeralda, British schooner, 120, J. Turner Hare 
ght Guam, Copra.— Jardine 
Matis &| C0 


ITY OF IL 
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Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,645, R. Swain, 
gist December, —Shanghai via ports, 251 De- 
ember, Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Laos, French steamer, 2,200, Flandin, 31st Dec., 

jarseilles via ports, and Kobe 3oth Dec. 

dé General.—M. M.S.S. Co. 

iro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,567, James 

Dec.,Austialia via ports, and 

Dec., Mails and General.—Nippon 

Lok Sang, British steamer, 979, W. G. G, Leask, 
ist Dec.,—Hloile, Sugar and Rice—Jardine 
Matheson & Co, 

sh steamer, 1,021, W. H_ Wal- 

i —Hongkong, Sugar and Rice— 



























Helene Rickers, German steamer, 2,255, Brand- 
Stetter, tst Jan.,—Bankok via Kobe, goth Dec., 
Rice.—M. Raspe & Co. 

Priam, British steamer, 1,803, D. C. Baker, 2nd 
‘Jan.,—Liverpool via ports, and Kobe 31st Dec. 
General.—Butterfield and Swire. 

Yamaguchi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,910, S. 
Kawamuro, 4th Jav.,—Bombay via ports, and 
Kobe, 4th January, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Port Adelaide, Britis) steamer, 1,718, Geo. Dul- 
Ting, gt) Jan.—Glasgow and Liverpool 
ports, and Kobe, 31d Jan., General.—Dodwell 
Carlill & Co. 

Braemar, British steamer, 1,876, Edward Porter, 
6h Jan. —Hongkong via ports, and Kobe, 41 
Jans, Mails and General.—Dodwell Carhill & 




















0. 

City of Peking, American steamer, 3.128, J. T. 
‘Smith, 7th Jan.,—San Francisco via Houotul 
25th Dec. Mails and General.—P .M 

Pass of Leny, British Barque, 1,279, S- 
Jany—Chiti, Nitve,—C. Mies & Co, 

Coptic, British steamer, 2,744. Inman Sealby, 7th 

—Hongkong via ports, 28th Dec., Mails 

«0.S 
















0. 
er, 1,652, G. W. 
Ihanghaivia ports, tst Ja 
ippon Yusen a. 





er, 71h Jar 
and General. 








DEPARTURES. 


Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, Geo. A. 
B.C., Mails and 








Lee, gist D-c..—Vanconver 
General.— R. Co. 
Fau-Sang, British steamer, 1,410, Moncar, gtst 


Dec.,—Kutchinotsu, Ballast.—Jardine, Mathe- 

son & Co. 

British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S, Tocq 

1. —Hongkong via Kobe and Shan 

d Geneval.—P. & O. S.N 

Kaisow, British steamer, 2.529, 
Jan,,—London via ports, General. 
chan & 

Orestes, Bri 
—London via ports, 
Swire. 

Benvenne, British steamer, 1,468, Sarchet, sth 









haGaye 
Warvall, 4th 
W. M. Stra- 












steamer, 2,992, Pulford, sth Jan.. 
General.—Buttertield and 








Jany—Hongkong via Kobe, General.—Cornes 
& Co. ‘. 
Petraych, German steamer, 1,252, Schall, oth Jan. 





—Moj, Ballast.—M. Raspe & 

City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128 
‘Sinith, 8th Ja Hangkong via ports, 
and General.—P. M. S.S, Co. 


eli 











PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 
Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, {c 
Hongkong via ports:—Capt. Stanley Lo 





Mr. O. Pollak, Mi. and Mrs. Melhuish, Mr. J. J. 
Collins, Me. Valentinis, Miss E: E. Everall, Mr. 
H. B-thell, Miss Sutton, Mr, Woodward, and Mr. 
‘Towson and child, in cabin; Mr. C, Curtain, and 
“Mr. K. Goodchild, in second clays, and Mr. Chan, 
in Asiatic steerage, In transit :—Mr. M. J.C 
ter, Me. Lacy R. Jo! ,M 

H. Powers, Miss H. Mast, 
and Mrs. J.C. Smith, in cabin ; 
Mr. G. N: Worthington, & Mr. S 
second class, and 211 Chinese in Asiatic steera 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, from Shang- 
hai via ports:—Paymaster HI], Shiyama, Me. A 
Gertacker, Mr. A. Philippot, and Mr. J. Briggs, 
i ; Messrs. H. Dazai, T. Komatsubara, G. 
i, and Me. Geo, Williams, in second 
class, and 10 in steerage. 

Per British steamer Braemar, from Hongkong 
via ports:—Mr, A Emanuel, Mr. B, Keausen and 
servant, and Mr. A. Nicolle, in cabin. 

Per American steamer of Peking, from 
San Francisco via Honolulu: —Me. A. Sergy, Me. 

iser, Mr. Milton S. Ray, Rev. Abranil, 
Albert Gealf, afd MT. D- 
DigitiZBaboi-\u 
» EDA. Suliman, in 

















J. Avery, Mr. P. 
. Ford, and Me. 

























is) 
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Nagasaki :—Hon, Chas B. Haris, Mes, C. B. 
Harris, and Miss Haris, in cabin, For Shang. 

Hon. Yu Shi Vi C. L. Teung, Mr. 
Wm. M, Wainer, Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Taylor, 
Miss Soltan, Rev. Louis Byrde, Miss Mary Brown, 
Miss Milly’ Millett, and Miss E. Hamburg, in 
cabin, For Hongkong :—Mr. and Mrs. E. B. 

















Ward, Mr, Ho Bokwoon, Mr, C, A. Henlsy, Mr. 

G.S,"Harsis, and Mr. W. Helms, in cabin, 

from Hongkong via 
Rev. 


Per British steamer Coptic 

orts:—Mrs, McNeil 2 children and amah, 
and Mrs. J. S. Thompson and child, Mr, & 
J. L. Brett, Miss Ross, Mr. S. Arnhold, Mr. 
Mrs. H. L. Byrne, Miss Daisy Byrne, Master 
John Byrne, Master W. Graham, Master All 
Smith, Mc. H. W. Lea, Mr. F. H. Olmstea 
E. Evers, Miss Divers, Mrs. H. MacActhur, Mr. 
Paul Ki i Cc 
Wilson Walker, in cabi 
Dr. Stevens, Mr. and Mri 
U.S.N., Lie: 















A. P. Parker, Lieut. 
. L, L. Reamy, U.S. 











N., Admiral F. V. McNair, U.S.N., Lieut. Con- 
nelly, U.S.N., Mrs. Connelly 2 children, and Mr. 
RL. Dunn, in cabin, and Mr: E, B. Johnson, 


Mr. Peter Rush, and Me, J. Fionckievies, in Euro 

pean steerage. For Honolulu :—Mrs. B, H. Olm- 

stead and 2 children, in cal 
NEPARTED. 

Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, for Van- 
conver, B.C. :—Mr. J. Avery, Mu. W. J. Canter, 
Mr. D, Ford, Mr. Ronald Haris, acy R. 
Johnson, Me. W. B. Kenwick, Miss Hilda Mast, 
M:. Philip H. Powers, Mr, and Mis. J. C. Smith, 
aud Mr. A. Unges, in cabin. 




















LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
Seg 


IMPORTS. 








Nothing whatever has heen done in either piece | 


goods or yarns since the New Year opened, though 
there has been as usual at this period some settling 
> of old accounts, [vis scarcely expected that 












yt 
put through this month, Our 


vominal. 
corron 





quotations are 


FEC. GOODS 














Pew reacts 
Giney Stet Nit, \8byide. syincher $2 50 to 2.80 
Grey S ath, stb yds. dgineher 2.80 to 3.35 
Clot * 1.60 to ¥.90 

0 Kanes y 1.95 to 2.90 
s—Assutted,ay yards, so tuches,, 200 t> 3.78 





tteean Marl, 





32 inches 


lack, 35 yards, 22 

wns, 12 yards, (2-yinch 

ey Reds—2.0 to 2-4Ih, 24,25 yar 
joinches 

Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3th, 2 








17500 


24ote 2.70 
gooto 3.50 
.. $0.30 tv 0.50 
0.35 toot 


ayo two.sab 


o.as to 0.37) 
ons 
oss 
0.60 
050 


tw var 
to 0.50 
to 075 
to 0 85 
Wanleate—Searle 

rem 


0.50 16 9.60 





but not to 
also enquiries for 1 
expected that th 
month, Quotatio 





taken delivery of for despatch 
The steam 
last month wii 
amount of oil 
‘on the ged ii 
Anchor 83,882 cases; ‘Tank 80,125 cases; Hawk 
| 38,839 cases; total 366,461 cases. 
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“Nos. 2/100, Gassed 

RAW COTTON. 
American Middiing .. 
Indian Broach, 
Chinese... 
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Some business has been done in Bars and Sheet» 
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KICHOSIEN IC, 
The market was quite active just at the opening 
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Norman Isles arrives 
31,872 cases American oil. Ths 
‘stock at the Ishikawa godowne 
was :—Chester brand 164,125 cases, 
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the past year, is est 
2,765,685 bags, an increase of 543,200 bags on the 
previous year's figures. 
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RAW SILK. 
=There has been a good demand for fi 
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re-teels, for the American market p: 

the opening of the. year, prices being very firm 

with an upward tendency, From the middle of 

December to the ged instant settlements amounted 

to no less them 3,931 piculs of all kinds. Stocks 
jiculs. SI 
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L GREY WHISKERS | 


EYEBROWS, &c. 
GEO. CGURTICE’S 
CONCENTRATED 
EXTRACT GF NUT GALLS 







yroved in all parts of the workd for 
ofa Century 


‘ut Gall inn concentrated form, perfectly harmless, 
F true to nature HOURs, 


Honourable Benchers of the Inner Temple. 


over aq) 


GEO. COURTICE & CO., 


Laboratory, 8, 


Bishop's Court, 


Chancery Lane, London 


(Late 234, STRAND). 
PRICES: 2s. 6d., 8s. 64, 58., 108. 64. £1 1s. per BOTTLE. 


18y6, 


This EXTRACT is INVALUABLE to LADIES(e)(yiteetorgy Ghe)Colour close fo the Skins 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 


URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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840 to 850 
. 820 to 830 
. 790 to 800 
. 760 to 770 


Not much has been done in Waste Silk since 
the end of the year, but settlements since the 
16th Dec. to date amount in all to 4.480 piculs. 
Stocks are estimated at 7,015 piculs. Prices are 
very firm, Shipments consist of 998 piculs per 
Verona ow the 1st inst., for Europe. 


quotations. 


$115 to 120 
105 to 110 
110 to 145, 
100 to 103, 
goto 9s 
7oto 75 
bs to 675 
115 to 120, 
100 to 110 
goto 95 
60 to 65 
ssto 57 
95 to 100 
85 to 90 
25 to 30 
20 to 234 





No business has been done since the end of the 
year with the exception of the sale of a few hund- 
red piculs of low grade tea to Chinese firms for 
shipment to Singapore. Stocks have gone down 
to 1,406 piculs, amongst which there is very little 
leaf of even fair quality. The Empress of Fapan, 
on Dec, gist took 103,666 Ibs. for Canada, tiom 
earlier settlements. 

QUOTATIONS. 





EXCHANGE, 

© from London with the advance 
"g quotations from China has caused tates 
China to be easier, whilst the advance in stel- 
ladia has a similar affect as regards drafts 
w Tadia, Gold rates; however, are unchanged 
closing rates of exchange for the mail being as 
pellow 
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CARD. . 
REGINALD H. MARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 
[8 Prenared to execute orders for AUSTRA- 
LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, LEATHER, 
and BONES. 
Address : 


Care of Japanrse Consuratr, 








SLEEP 


FOR 


SKIN-TORTURED 


ABIES 


And rest for tired mothers in a warm bath with 
Curtcura Soar, and a single anointing with Cutr- 
cvra (ointment), purest of emollients and greatest 
of skin cures. This treatment will afford instant 
relief, and point to a speedy cure of the most 
torturing, disfiguring, humiliating, itching, burn- 
ing, bleeding, crusted, scaly skin and scalp hu- 
mours, with loss of hair, when all else fails. 


Sold throughout the world. British depot : F. Newsery & 
Sots S Ponda: Porrer D, ann C. Corp., Sole Props., Boston, 
(= “ How to Cure Skin-tortured Babies,” post free. 


From Pimples to Scrofula cured b 
EVERY U U CUTICURA REMEDIES 




















98, Queen Street, ers 
1 ie 


December 18th, 1897. 


- MILKMAID © 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 
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‘A. SAVY | & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


THE OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 

Goer 5008, Camco, Hocieckas tat ip te 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, tollet 
soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 


| MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
| MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


/ Address. Messrs. C. ROHDE & Co, 
7 t YOKOHAMA. 
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Trade Mark on 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESRIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCOWIUS, BANDSTANDS, ARCADKS, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &e, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lisis, and Estimates on application. 





WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 





IN THE KITCHEN. 






GOES FARTHEST. 


dded to gravies and soups it acts like @ 
g00k's talisman; but always look for the BLUE 
SIGNATURE; there are imitations, which do not 
fasta 99 nice, and are not so carefully raanufac= 
ured. - 














LEA & PERRINS 


OBSERVE THAT THE 
SIGNATURE 


Is NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 

DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 






OUTSIDE WRAPPER é 

of every Bottle of the ;. 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE Fe 
ae 





Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 
Worcester ; | 

Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
and Export Ollmen generally. \ 


he Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
‘Hesdache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 


UCE. 


, and the Sick 
ff Pregnancy. 

























er roth 1897. gdm, 





WATERING 
APPARATUS 
Won rezing aOrlnary Myérants 
Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘Apparatus, 

Gun et oc tad Valveas 
E. GUESNIER, E.C.P., 
C Engineer and ook Matr., 

‘of ACHILLE CADET) 

27, Rue des Taillandiers, 

PARIS. 


ropathie 
fey api oe 


Appara- 
ichy Co. 
"Vapour Baths (Berthe systems). 


Apply to Boves & Ci 


agents for 
M. Orranneiter & Co., 





December 5, 1896. 


ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE... 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE deep BUT 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural perfume 


made from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 


“AOLINE” PERFUME. “Most Refreshing.” 


“AOLINE” TOILET SOAP 
for the Complexion. 
“AOLINE” TOWET POWDER imparts 
delightful bloom to the complexion, 
“AQLINE”™ SACHETS. Delightful for Handker- 
chiets, Gloves, ke. 
“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Softening snd 
. beautifying for the complexion, 





Of all Chemists and Stores. 
J. AE, ATKINSON, Ltd, 24, Old Bond Street, London, 
INVENTORS OF THE CRLMWRATED 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME. 
“ACharming Scent.”—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor" 


July 3stt, 1897. 





THE GREATEST WOMDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘“ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
puritycan be maintained by the use of these Pilla. 
s his work entitled “The Nile Tribut 
*+Yotdered the dragoman Mahomes 
corm the F asa Doctor, and | had the best 
ree atthe setvice of the sick, with advi is. ind 
time Thad) many, applicants, to whom 
quantity of Holloway's Pills, These are most 1 
Plover, as, puss ‘unmistakable p 
Greate’ an’ undeniable effect upon the 
















SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


Teacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
asly in healing ulcerations, curing 
resting abd subdjiing all inflammations, 
is account of his extraordinary travels 
nc *saye—ttl had with mea quantity of 
Holloway's Ointment, I'gave some to the people, and nothing 
Gould exceed their gratitude ; and, in consequence, milk,fowls, 
Gutter, and horse {eed poured in'upon us, antil at last'a tear 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas, 
td the demand became s0 great that I was obliged to lock up 
the amall remaining ttetock.”” 
‘Sold by all Chemists #nd Medicine Vendors thro 
World, nda 


THE NEW TARIFF. 


by the Imperial Diet, can be obtained at 
this Office in pamphlet form. Price, 25 Cents. 


Yokohama, April 27th, 1897. 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended ior insertion in the ‘JAPAN 
Waxy Mat” must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. 

It is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the MANAGER, and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
addressed to the EpiTor. 
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BIRTHS. 

On the 31st December, at 4, Des Voeux Villas, 
Peak, Hongkong the wife of Harnert W. Beut 
of a daughter. 

No. 34, Szechuen Road, Shanghai, on the 
fy, 1898, the wife of M. A. Sorner, 

















At No. 1, Pei 
ih of ganuary, 1898, the wile of j, J. JuoaH, of 
a son. 


‘At Hongkong Hotel, on the goth December, the 
J. W. 


‘ai Ho Lane, Hongkew, on the 


wife of M Bors, of « daughter. 
At No. 3. Makalee ‘Terrace, Shanghai, on the 











ih of January, 1898, the wife of R. W. Hetporn, 
of a son. 

At 7, Kuntsford Terrace, Hongkong on the tt 
inst., the wile of N. G. Mager, of a daugliter 





(stillborn). 
DEATHS. 

At Chinkiang, on the 5th January, 1898, f 
joflammation of the lungs, Minnie Maun, yo 
est child of THomas WiLttam and Jessie 
Bowern, aged 11 months and four days 

At Shanghai, on the 6th of January, 1898, 
Tunonore Erset, aged 35 years. 














SUMMARY OF ‘NEWS. 





Tue plague has broken out again at Bombay. 





A new Portuguese Club was opened at No. 168 
Yokohama on the gth instant, 





Tar Yokohama Electric Light Company has 
declared a dividend of 6} per cent. nnom 


‘ n 
Tue Osaka Shosen Kavlia’s 4 erey 





Maru has been chartered by the Military Au- 
thorities to run between Wei-hai-wei and Osaka. 


Sus-Lirutenant MatsuxkaTa Torao, sixth son 
of Count Matsukata, died of consumption on 
the roth inst, 


Tus cruiser Kongo Kan isto leave Japan for a 
ctuise to Australia in February, with a party of 
naval cadets on board. 





e late Prince Shimazu 
tgok place at Kagoshima on the gth inst. with 
considerable pomp and ceremony. 


Tue state funeral of 


H.LH. Parrxce ArisuGawa entertained Sir 
Einest Satow, British Minister to Japan, at his 
palace at Kasumi ki, at noon on the 7th inst, 












Tue first anniversary pf the death of the late 
Empress Dowager was observed on the 11th 
inst. The Court came out of mourning on the 
rath, 
Tue official trial trip of the Nippon Yasen 
Kaisha steamship /naba Maru took place on 
Wednesday afternoon, The steamer made an 
average speed of 14.211 knots an hour, 





Tur Tokyo Stock Exchange has declared a 
dividend for the latter half of last year at the 
rate of 32 per cent. per annum, and the Osaka 
Stock Exchange a dividend of 16 per cent. 


On the 7th inst. at 5.45 p.m.a train collided 
with some trucks on the line at Soma-gun, 
Fukushima Prefecture, and one person is re- 
ported to have been killed on the spot and three 
others severely wounded, 


Tur first steamer of the line opened by the 
O.aka Shosen Kaisha on the Yangisze river, 
the Tenryu Maru, artived at Hankow on the 
7th inst., with, it is reported, « full passenger 
list and plenty of cargo. 





Tue following are the totals of the foreign trade 
of Japan during December :—Exports, yen 
19,275.762; imports, yet 11,170,103. The 
export of gold and silver bullion amounted to 
yen 6,530,362 and the import to yen 676,182. 


News from the Soudan is toahe effort that the 
Dervishes continue massing. The Nile force 
is being pushed forward. The army comprises 
a force of 18,300 Egyptians and several British 
battalions in addition to @ flotilla on the river. 


Tue public trial of Nagai Keizo, charged with 
the murder in September last of a seaman be- 
longing to the British steamer Glenericht, in 
Isezaki-cho, Yokohama, will take place at the 
Yokohama Local Court on the 21st instant at 
10 a.m, _—_— 

Viscount Tsutsumi, Vice-Minister of the Im- 
Household Department, was thrown out 
srikisha in Kojimachi, Tokyo, on the 8th 
inst, and had his right wrist broken. He is 
now receiving surgical treatment at the Red 
Cross Hospital. 


In the U.S. Consular Court, on the rath inst. 
judgment was given by Consul-General Gowey, 
who sat with Associates, in a suit for breach of 
contract instituted by J. L. Meyers against A. 
H, Emanuel, Damages tor 650 yen and costs 
were awarded to plaintiff. 











Tue cotton spinning mills in Kansai district, 
contrary to expectations, will declare favourable 
dividends this year, The Seusu Spinning Com- 
pany will declare a dividend of 20 per cent, 
the Hirano Company 30 per cent, the Kishi- 
wada 15 percent. and the Senshu 12 per cent, 


wie 











aka Shosen Kaisha will shortly open 





URB 


{force on the rst instant, 


¢ between Newchwang, ‘Taku| Thehysinp! 


Chefoo and Kobe. The steamer Zakao Maru, 
now plying on the coast of Formosa, will be 
placed on the run, The Company expects to 
secure a special Government subsidy for this 
service, — 

Tur Russian proposals for a loan to China to 
enable ler to pay off the balance of indemnity to 
Japan, and for other purposes, are reported to 
tiave lapsed, and a loan of sixteen millions sterl- 
ing is to be made to China by England, at 3 per 
cent.,.guaranteed by the British Government. 





Iris reported that. 
kong and Shanghai 
4£15/- per share, and 





ubject to audit, the Hong- 
uk will pay a dividend of 
dd to Reserve Fund $10 
lacs. (one million), and carry forward to next 
half year $3 lacs. The Reserve Fund will then 
stand at $80 lacs, (dollars, eight millions). 











A case in which Messrs. F. Polzen and J. All- 
macher, German subjects, were charged with 
having assaulted Mr, F. Schroeder, editor of the 
Eastern World, in his office a fortnight since, 
concluded in the German Consular Court 
on the 13th inst., when the two accused were 
convicted and sentenced to 14 and13 days’ im- 
prisonment respectively, 








Tue new Cabinet was installed on the 12th inst. 
and is composed as follows :—Minister Pre: 
dent, Mi is Ito ; Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Baron Nishi; Finance, Count Inouye; Home 
Affairs, Viscount Yoshikawa ; Education, Mar- 
quis Saionji; War, Viscount Katsura ; the Navy, 
Marquis Saigo; Agriculture and Commerce, 
Baron Ito Miyoji; Communications, Baron 
Suyematsu ; Justice, Mr. Sone: Arasuke, 















Tue negotiations between Germany and China 
regarding the lease of Kiao-chou to the former 
Power have been completed, and it is reported 
that Germany will receive 200,000 taels from 
China for building a church and 10000 taels 
compensation to each of the families of the 
murdered missionaries, Germany has also ob- 
tained a concession to construct railways be- 
tween Kiao-chou and Che-nan-pho and to work 
mines situated within 3 Chinese miles along 
both sides of the route. 


Tre Import market, so far as piece goods and 
yarns are concerned, still remains stagnant 
with no immediate prospect of ret }, though 
the financial position after the new year settle. 
ments is better than had been anticipated. The 
Banks for some months before the close of the 
year exercised great discretion in husbanding 
their resources, while at the same time granting 
absolutely necessary accommodation to their 
clients to enable then to tide over the settlements, 
A little business hay been done in some 
lines of metals, principally bars and sheets and 
the prospects of the trade look brighter than for 
some months past, Not much has been done 
in sugar, the transactions effected having been 
on a small scale for immediate requirements, 
The kerosene market is quiet and stocks have 
increased by one cargo from New York. In 
Exports the principal item has been silk, in 
which a fair business has been transacted 
well sustained rates, holders being very firm in 
view of the small stock remaining, which is only 
half the amount of last year at the same 
time. Of the minor exports some small basiness 
has been done in rice, but the price is too 
high (o allow of any large shipments, while 
nothing is doing in copper, or in tobacco, the 
Government monopoly of which came into 
The business of the 
spinning mills has panned out much better 
than was expected for the past half-year and 
wathgh dbs aampanies lave declared dividends 
at raves 0 esi 12 lo 20 per cent per annum, 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS, 
Faas: 

The Fiji Nhimpo, slways quick to read the 
signs of tie times, expounds a policy which has 
been of late very apparent to thoughiful obsery- 
ers of the situation in the Far East. It is that if 
Japan hopes for an alliance with a Western 
Power, she must endeavour to establish a com- 
munity of material interesis with ber future ally. 
Our contemporary frankly declares its own 
earnest wish to see an understanding between 
Japan and England. ‘The English, however, 
are people who carry a sword in one hand and 
an account-book in the other. They will never 
move unless they can plainly discern profit for 
themselves. After all, the factors that really 
make for peace in the world are commercial and 
finaucial interests. The nations of Europe 
stand, to-day, armed to the teeth, jealously 
watching each other, and apparently ready to 
strike ata moment's notice. Yet peace is pre- 
served. Complications that seem to necessitate 
an appeal to arms are amicably arranged. The 
chief reason of such patience, such an absorbing 
desire to avert war, is that immense material in- 
terests are always making for peace. The 
Alabama affair would certainly have plunged 
England and the United States into war had not 
the immense volume of British. investments in 
America exercised a calming influence. Nearer 
home, an example in the same sense may be 
seen, When the campaign between Choshin 
and the Tokugawa disturbed the long peace that 
Japan had enjoyed for two anda half centuries, 
the excitement among the Japanese was in- 
tense, but foreigners gave themselves no con- 
cern whatever about the matter. But when the 
Imperial forces marched against the men of 
Aizu at the time of the Restoration, foreigners 
showed the utmost anxiely, and were keenly anx- 
ious to see tranquillity restored. What was the 
cause of the difference? Simply that the silk- 
producing districts being the scene of the fight- 
ing against Aizu, the foreign merchants at the 
open ports understood that their business interests 
were involved. These considerations indicate 
clearly that for political reasons alone the intro- 
duction of foreign capital would be a most 
beneficial measure at the present juncture, If 
Japan raised a substantial loan in England, this 
country would at once occupy a place of 
importance in the eyes of the British. It hap- 
pens, however, that the political argument is 
strougly reinforced by economical facts. 
Japan is grievously in need of capital. She 
wants it not merely to strengthen her navy—an 
imperative duty—, bat also to develop her 
wealth-earning resources. Everything, there. 
fore, suggests that she should boldly enter the 
field, and seek financial aid from England. 
Let foreigners be joined with Japanese in the 
enletprises siarted by means of the imported 
capital, It would not matter thongh even 
more than one half of the enterprises were 
controlled by foreigners. As for honds, 
siares in companies and so forth, let the 
privilege of hold-ng them be freely extended 
to foreigners. Let them be permitted to 
own land also, In short, get them to assiat 
directly in developing Japan's resources, and 
then they will take a genuine interest in her 
well-being, and have no hesitation in coming to 
an understanding with her. The apprehension 
entertained in some quarters that to contract 
any large indebtedness abroad would expose 
Japan to dangers like those which beset Tur- 
key and Egypt, is based on ignorance. Such 
perils may be dreaded by semi-civilized nations, 
but need not cause any concern whalever to 


Japan. 


























. 
ane 

The lesson taught by contemporary history is 
that wise alliances are the chief source of na- 
tional strength, England, owing to her isola- 
tion, is steadily losing her position of eminence 
the Far East, Russia, owing to her alliances, 
steadily mounting to the throne of supremacy, 
‘The dominant influence that Great Britain once 
wielded in China has been stolen from her by 
Russia. In Korea she has been similarly oust- 
ed. Her struggles to retain her place are 


paralysed by her isolation. No rays 


Di 
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ment is needed to show that where two countries 
have identical interesis, they can best promote 
them by coalition. England and Japan are in 
that position, It is the common object of each 
to preserve the status guo in the Orient, Eng- 
land desires to secure her possessions from 
Hongkong to India against attack. Japan de- 
sires to ward off the approaches of strong and 
dangerons Powers. Their object is one, and 
by combining they can certainly attain it, while, 
atthe same time, conferring on the Orient the 
blessing of-peace, What, then, holds them 
apart? Nothing excepta mutual want of under- 
standing. England regards Japanese civi 
tion as skin deep. She thinks, too, that 
Japan is an aggressive Power, Further, she is 
of the opinion that Japan threatens to be- 
come a formidable industrial and commer- 
cial rival. Some Englishmen hold, too, that it 
would be better to come to an agreement with 
Russia than with Japan, On the other hand, 
certain Japanese imagine that England has 
entered her period of decrepitude. Others 
believe that her interests being scattered over 
the whole world, she can not devote much 
strength to the Far East, Others, that her policy 
is too selfish to consist with an alliance based 
on fair grounds. Others, that her dislike for 
war is so great as |o make it scarcely possible 
that she should be a staunch ally in troublous 
times as well as in tranquil. It is most unfor- 
tunate that these mistaken views of each other 
should exist between two Powers whose interests 
manifestly draw them together, and upon whose 
friendly cOoperation the peace of the East, and 
therefore the happiness of the world, depend, 
How to unite them is the question. Evidently 
the matter does not rest with the two Govern: 
ments alone, Itrestsina farlarger degree with 
the peoples themselves, No one should shrink 
from any effort calculated to remove misap- 
prebensions and to effect a sounder mutual 
knowledge. These are the opinions of the Koku- 
min Shimbun, 
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The Nichi Nichi Shimbun endeavours to 
awaken the political parties to a sense of the 
fact that their functions are not limited to des 
tructive attacks upan the Government, and that 
constructive responsibilities also devolve on 
them, The article, though not sparing the 
Liberals, is chiefly directed against the Progres- 
sionisis.. These came to @ kind of agreement 
with Count Matsukata that he would pat the 
finances in order before the fiscal year 18y8-9 
On that ground they base their opposition to the 
scheme of increased taxation, But there is no 
possibility of concealing the fact that they are 
directly respou-idle for the situation which calls 
for such au increase, It was they that voted 
the continuing expenditures for the greater pro- 
gramme of Army and Navy Expansion, and it 
is for them to indicate how chat programme 
can be carried owt without imposing additional 
taxes. They have no right 0 talk now about 
financial economy and about cutting down the 
dimensions ofthe military scheme. Their voices 
were the agent by which th- scheme became law. 
They cannot shrinkfrom the direct consequences 
of their own doings, If they oppose increased 
taxation, what other source of income have they 
to suggest? Blind to their public duties in this 
important matier, their thoughts seems to be bent 
solely upon securing portfolios and political posi- 
tions for themselves, We need not follow our 
comtemporary’sarguments. Their drift can easily 
be guessed, and, besides, their chief interest lies 
in the political indication they afford. If there 
were any prospect of an alliance between the Ito 
Cabinet and the Progressionisis, we presume 
that such criticisms would not be found in the 
columas of the Wiché Nichi Shimbun. 
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The Nipfon publishes one of its wonted at- 
tacks upon the clan statesmen, It makes a kind 
of tardy oud reluctant admission that they did 
not play the part of trailors. in overthrowing the 
Tokugawa Government, but obeyed the impulse 
of the era, Since then, however, they have be- 
come hateful to the nation because their plain 
purpose has ‘been to trade upon their own 








aclil ie" and make national progress a con- 
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sideration quite secondary to their own tenure of 
power. They were driven by sheer necessity to 
seek alliances with political parties, but the 
anions could not hold because the clan states 
men continued to obey their unconstivutional in- 
stincts. The Vippon, after rating them soundly, 
tenders them certain advice. First, that they 
should recast the programme of national arma- 
ments so asto bring civil and military affairs into 
equilibrium. Secondly, that the portion of the 
Indemnity still owing by China be excluded from 
the ten-year armaments programme, since on no 
sound principle of finance can such an uncer- 
tain asset be set down as certainly accruing. 
Thirdly, that the heads of the Army and Navy 
Departmenis be no longer chosen from men on 
the active list, such a false system being limited 
to Germany and Russi Fourthly, that the 
preservation of peace be made the first object of 
the country’s foreign policy, Fifthly, that either 
a large part of the administrative duties be dele- 
gated to local governors, or that the number 
of such officials be reduced by one half, 
Sixth!y, that the development of means of com- 
munications be treated of paramount 
importance, Seventhly, that official inter. 
erence in the sphere of commerce and industry 
be abandoned. The Nippon is quite persuaded 
that unless these points be atlended to, changes 
of Cabinets are futile, 
a" 

Some advice is tendered by the Pominri 
Shimbun to Marquis Ito with regard to the 
formation of the new Cabinet, The gist of the 
suggestions is that a majority of the portfolios 
should be given to the young statesmen who 
have full confidence in the Marquis, and who 
may be counted on to work harmoniously with 
him. There is an opinion in some quarters 
that in order to command respect at home and 
abroad a Cabinet must include a large number 
of the elder Afeifi statesmen, but the Vomiurt 
instances the Cabinet of 1892 as a proof that 
no such theory holds in practice. There is no- 
thing particularly interesting in our contem- 
porary’s views. re 

Iu the Zokyo Shimbun, which is an organ of 
the Liberal Party, we find an article the import 
of which is that Marquis Ito must either form 
a Cabinet with the support of the Liberals or 
decline the Inperial mandate. It has long 
been evident that no attempt to carry on the 
administration without the cdoperation of the 
Diet can be successful. Marquis Ito recognised 
the tact three years ago, and finding himself 
confronted by the grave uational problem of 
consummating the pos/-de/lum programme, he 
formed an alliance with the Liberals and by 
their aid achieved that object The Matsukata 
Cabinet acknowledged the same necessity by 
cementing a union with the Progressionisis, 
The principle, then, being publicly accepted, 
Marquis Ito has now to consider what alliance 
he willseek, Inthe natural sequence of pro- 
cedure he should turn to the Progressionists, by 
whom the Matsukata Cabinet was overthrown, 
It is evident that he did so and that the nego. 
tiations could not be cartied to a satistactory 
issue. It remains for him, then, either to re. , 
new his relations with the Liberals or to an- 
nounce to the Throne his inability to organise 
aCabinet, The days of independent Ministries 
are finally past. Were an independent Minis- 
uy formed now, its life would be as short as 
was that of the Matsukata Cabinet. Marquis 
Tto, an eminently shrewd politician, the first 
statesman of his era, appreciates that fact per- 
fectly, His plain course, therefore, is to turn 
again to his old allies, The Liberals will be 
ready to meet hin half way. All that they 
ask is recognitioy for their progressive aims, 
The Jokvo Shimbun hints that the Party was 
more or less disintegrated by improper methods 
on the partof the Matsukata Cabinet, but asserts 
that such devices can never succeed with the 
true Liberal representatives. They are to be 
moved by principles only. ‘The article virtual- 
ly amounts to an invitation to Marquis lio to 
take the proferred hand of the Liberals, 
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It will be easily conjectured by our readers 
tharuat 4) few (homilies are published at present 
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in vernacular newspapers on the subject of clan 
statesmen and party Cabinets. ‘he theme 
having been worn threadbare in the past, we re- 
frain from any detailed analysis of these various 
dissertations. Brief reference may be made, 
however, to an article appearing in the Osaka 
Asahi, The point of the writer is that un- 
selfishness is absolutely essential to friendship. 
It is impossible for two men to be on terms of 
amity and confidence if either pursues his own 
selfish ends to the exclusion of the other’s feel- 
ings and desires, That is the invariable rule of 
every-day life, and it holds with absolute trath 
in the case of a government anda nation. It 
there be one thing more certain than ano- 
ther, it is that the Sat-Cho statesmen have 
forfeited all popularity in Japan, and have 
even become objects of national dislike. What 
is the reason? It is simply that they have 
made personal aggrandisement their prin- 
cipal aim. The spectacle of such continued 
self-seeking has become so unsightly that the 
people have gradually united to correct it, 
and it is owing to that sentiment (bat the various 
political parties have been organized to over- 
throw Clan Cabinets. There is no denying, of 
course, that politicians also are more or less 
swayed by selfish considerations. Many of them 
are influenced by the prospects of office and 
emoluments rather than by the principles of 
honest progress. But on the whole they are 
comparatively free from such blemishes, and 
they represent a healthy impulse towards sounder 
bases of administration, Therefore they have 
the nation’s support, and unless the Clan 
Statesmen are enurely lacking in the shrewdness 
which their political successes in the past sug- 
gest that they possess, they should no longer 
Inbour under the smallest doubt that the time 
for purely self-seeking administration has 
irrevocably passed, and (hat they can not remain 
within reach of the places of power unless they 
adapt themselves to the plainly indicated in- 
stincis of the people. 




















FOREIGN TRADE OF THE | PEAR. 
SaAeeiees 

With regard to staple imports into Japan the 
Shogyo remarks that an abnormal increase in the 
import of sugar was noticeable during last year, 
Yokohama alone received no less than 3,035,982 
yen worth of brown and 6,534,874 vex worth of 
white sugar. These figures show an increase 
of 36 per cent. for the former and 48 per cent. 
for the latter as compared with the previous year. 
Towards the close of last year, however, demand 
began to decrease, and a considerable amount 
of stock was brought over to the new year, 

The large import of foreign yarns the year 
before last led to serious einbarrassment both for 
foreign and native merchants, and its conse- 
quences were still felt at the beginning of last 
year. Nevertheless, trade revived gradually, 
and 8.117.518 catties, valued at 5,221.739 yen 
passed through the Yokohaina Custom House 
in November last. Yet compared with the total 
import for the corresponding period of the year 
before last, the figures show a decrease of 
2,509,687 catties in quantity and 1,236,018 yen 
in value. 

Turning to rice it will be found that the 
partial failure of the crop in the interior 
revived the import trade to «_ consider- 
able extent. In November last, Yokohama 
alone imported 107,612 piculs, valued at 
3,447,636 yen, showing an increase of six times 
in quantity aud seven times in value over the 
figures for the year before last. With regard 
to flour, contracts have already been entered 
into by Mr, Abe and other prominent merchants 
for the import of flour to the amount of 250,000 
bags. 

Shirtings show a diminution of 20 per cent. 
last year as compared with the year before last. 
The import of calico and T-cloths together 
amounted to 614,650 fan, worth 2,151,250 yen, 
Trade in these commodities was depressed to- 
wards the end of last year and still greater de- 
pression is expected this year. 

Foreign woven goods appear to have shared 
the same fate as shirtings, on account of an 
excessive amount having been imported ool 
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before last. Most of these goods remained un- 
sold at the beginning of last year and formed 
ample stocks for sale in the interior without any 
fresh supplies. In September and October last, 
contracts were made for muslin, chintzes, and 
Turkey-reds, as by this time trade began to show 
signs of revival. But owing to a serious de 
pression in Osaka, the market again assumed a 
deplorable aspect, and a big stock remained on 
hand until the new year, Unless the provincial 
demand revives, the goods now in stockare likely 
to be sold at “ throwing prices.” 

Iron continues high in foreign markets, and 
native dealers had to withhold orders during 
November and December last. A deficiency 
of supply is likely to be felt in April, May or 
June, whenvalues will be considerably enhanced. 
But the manufacturing community in general 
having adopted a policy of economy, such 
activity as was noticed last year andthe year 
before last can hardly be expected. The im- 
port of machinery last year shows a consider- 
able increase, having reached 7,839,346 yen in 
value by November. The increase amounted 
to 25 per cent. over the year before last. The 
financial world, however, does not indicate any 
signs of improvement, and the necessity of dis- 
posing of stocks contracted for during the latter 
half of last year can hardly fail to produce serious 
effects upon demand this seasou. 





“ CONFUSION" AT THE PUBLIC 
HALL. 
= ——— 





A mis-placed baby, the misundersivod  pre- 
sent of a pug-dog, and the reading of private | 
telegrams by people to whom they are not ad- 
diessed cause more disturbance to the 
philosophy understood and foliowed by mem- 
bers of @ middle class family temporarily 
sojourning at Maidenhead—that delightful 
Thames side village—than ordinary folks dream 
of. Atleast that is the moral of the farcical 
comedy presented by amateur players at the 
Public Hall, Yokobama, on Saturday evening, 
James (Me. W. ¥. Showler) and Maria (Mrs. 
H. M. Bevis), being married, are blessed with 
offspring, but being obliged to work for their 
living in the line of life to which they have 
been called—domestic servants—have to 
send out the baby to nurse, and engage 
themselves as man-servant and house-maid 
respectively under different surnames to a family 
living a short distance ont of town, This 
family consists of a maiden aunt of uncertain 
age, Miss Lucretia Zickleby (Mis. McWil- 
liams), and Mr. Mortimer and Mrs Rose 
Mumbleford (Mr. W. G. Bayne and Mrs. A. 
Carter Read)—newly married; Afr. Christopher 
Blissard (Mr. A. C. Read), uncle to Rose; 
Violet (Miss Thomas) engaged to Rupert Sun- 
berry (Mr. E. C. Davis), young friends of the be 
fore mentioned folks. Now Bltzsard, out of love 
for bis niece Rose, promises to get her a pug- 
dog; Mortimer, the husband, rather objects to the 
presence of such an animal, but uncle and niece 
resolve to secure the dog and spring il upon the 
iamily as a surprise. Meanwhile the baby be- 
longing to Maria and Fames falls ill and 
an urgent telegram is dispatched to the 
mother which impels her to seek for an 
afternoon off to visit her offspring. Chrésto- 
pher Blizsard, who, by the-by, has fallen in 
love with the old maid Lucretia, is likewise 
summoned to town by telegram to take delivery 
of the pug, and this leads to the thickening of 
the plot, For both telegrams are accidentally 
dropped, only to be picked up and read by the 
wrong people, so that what with the reasons for 
secrecy on both sides, the simultaneous arrival 
of the baby and the pug, aud the placing of both 
in equivocal positions, the fun waxes fast and 
furious. We leave to our readers’ imaginations 
the situations that are created and the devices 
pursned by all and sundry until the complica- 
tion is unravelled, Suffice it to say, the audi- 
ence were worked up to a pitch of humourous 
appreciation that necessitated all through the 
evening peals upon peals of laughter to relieve 
the risible facullies. 

The honours of the piece fell to Mrs. McWil- 
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liams and Mr. A. Carter Read, the old maid 
and the old bachelor uncle who discover “an 
affinity” in the autumn of their days. Noth 
could have been better than the simpering 
humours of the former and the “ old-boyish” 
joviality of the later: both played their parts 
splendidly. Mrs. Read has been seen (o better 
advantage—her 1dle was not congenial, but her 
great charm as an aciress redeemed a bald and 
uninteresting part from any suspicion of inanity. 
Mr. Bayne was extremely commendable in a very 
trying part, and he held the house time and again. 
Mr. Showler was capital as James, and his 
frequent allusions to“ my hoffspring” were 
always hugely appreciated. We welcome Mrs. 
H. M. B-vis (Maria) to our local boards ; her 
débul was an undoubted success, the part being 
sustained in an inimitable manner all through. 
The secondary parts of Rupert Sunberry aud 
Violet were well carried out, both Miss Thomas 
and Mr. Davis showing distinct advances upon 
previous appearances, Very satisfactory also 
were the characters of Dr. Bartholomew Fones 
(Mr. A. M. Chalmers) and Afuss/e(Mr.Eddison.) 
The piece was exceedingly well stage man- 
aged and passed off without a hitch, reflect- 
iyg credit upon all engaged in its production. 

But why cannot somebody tame the fierce 
energies of the Town Band? It is really pain- 
ful to sit through the intervals of a performance 
in the Public Hall when these conscientious 
musicians take a hand in filling up the spare 
moments between the acts, They develop 
enough force to subdue and completely beat 
down the shouts of a Derby crowd when the 
favourite has got first past the post: such an 
exhibition of lung power is entirely misplaced 
within the confined \space of the Public Hall. 
Surely with the amount of instrumental talent 
now available, the getting together of a small 
amateur orchestra such as that which so delight- 
fully filled up.the intervals of “The Passport,” 
is not beyond the capacities of our amateur 
Thespians’ capable stage-manager ! 

















THE BISHOPRIC ( OF F SOUTH TORYO. 
—— 

The death of Bishop Bickersteth, says a home 
paper, brought to a termination the arrangement 
by which the C.M.S. was responsible for a moiety 
of his stipend, the S.P.G. undertaking the other 
half. This arrangement commenced when the 
first Bishop of the English Church was appoint- 
ed, Bishop Poole, and was renewed for Bishop 
Bickersteth. In each case the Society's engage- 
ment was limited to the tenure of office of the 
Bishop about to be appointed (the appointment 
resting with the Archbishop of Canterbury), or, 
more correctly, to the period during which he 
should be the sole Bishop of the Church of 
England in Japan. This latter con 
ceased when in 1894 the dioceses of Kiushiu an 
Hokkaido wete formed, and Bishop Evington 
took charge of the former; but the committee 
then undertook to continue their grant duing 
the lifetime of Bishop Bickersteth, Since then 
Bishop Fyson as been appointed to Hokkaido, 
and the Diocese of Osaka has been taken from 
what remained of Bishop Bickersteth’s diocese. 
The C.MS. is responsible for the stipends of 
the Bishops of Kinshiu and Hokkaido. Under 
the altered circumstances the committee have 
not felt able to renew the arrangement to pro- 
vide a moiety of the stipend for Bishop Bicker- 
steth’s successor, Remarks having been made 
as to the causes of withdrawing the grant the 
Intelligencer states :—The committee's deci 
was taken wholly on general grounds of ex- 
pediency, having regard to the general condi- 
tion of the Episcopate in Japan, and without 
any reference whatever to the pending, appoint- 
ment of which bis Grace the Archbishop had 
courleously given an intimation, 























Mr. H. P. Wilkinson is acting Chief Justice of 
H.B.M. Supreme Court, Shanghai, during the 
absence of Sir Nicholas Hannen at Bangkok. 


The latter has gone toarbitrate in a case thal has 
arisen between the Siamese Government and 
the executors of the estate of a late America 





resident in Bangkok. 
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THE NEW CABINET. 
Seg Se 
Monday, January roth. 

An opinion has been’ gaining strength 
for the past few days that the new Cabinet 
will stand aloof from all party connexions 
and be composed wholly of independent 
statesmen. One of the most prominent 
difficulties appears to be that to establish 
relations with a political party on the eve 
of the general elections would create an 
embarrassing situation. The Liberals, for 
example, were very willing to join hands 
with Marquis Ito, as they did in 1895, but 
they considered that such an alliance 
should carry with it the portfolio of Home 
Affairs for their leader, Count Itagaki. 
The functions of the Home Minister, how- 
ever, bring him into direct contact with 
the various local governments, and conse- 
quently impose upon him large respansi- 
bilities with regard to the preservation of 
peace and order at a time like that of the 
general elections. If the Liberal leadgr 
presided at the Home Office while his 
Party was engaged in a struggle to win 
the votes of the constituencies throughout 
the empire, it would be hopeless to con- 
vince the people that his attitude was 
entirely impartial. From that point of 
view it would evidently be more prudent 
to refrain from any entangling alliance 
until after the general elections, at all 
events. Hence the question has appar- 
ently resolved itself into this—shall the 
Cabinet be organized entirely with inde- 
pendent statesmen; or shall it include one 
of the Liberal leaders, as Mr. Hayashi 
Yuzo, for example, in a comparatively un- 
important post ; or shall a vacancy be left 
in view of future contingencies, the Prime 
Minister discharging the duties of the un- 
filled office ad interim. We do not know 
how this question has been answered. 
There was an impression that some deci- 
sion would be quickly reached, and that 
Marquis Ito would repair to the Palace on 
the 8th inst., to submit the list of the new 
Ministry for his Majesty’s approval. The 
latter expectation was not fulfilled, how- 
In a previous issue we stated our 
n that the roth instant would be the 
earliest date on which a definite announce- 
could be expected, and the prediction 
has been verified in one sense, at all 
events. Meanwhile, from two different 
sources—the Chuo, representing the Na- 
tional Unionists, and the Mainichi, repre- 
senting the Progressionists—we obtain 
identical forecasts of the new Ministry. 
They are as follow :-— 
Mi President ......Marq 
ister of— 


Finance . 
Foreign Affairs, 


ever. 








is Ito. 





Count Inouye. 
avon Nish 
Viscount Yoshikawa. 

Liewt.»General Viscount 












larquis Saionji. 
“Baron Suyematsu, 
acon Ito Miyoji. 





Agriculture and Com- 
mer ces. 


Mr. Kaneko Kentaro. 








Tuesday, January 11th. 

On the roth instant, the elder states- 
men visited the Palace, and were received 
in audience by the Emperor for the pur- 
pose of consulting about the constitution 
of the new Cabinet. It understood 
that a decision kas at length been reached, 
dud, so far as we can ascertain, the Mini- 
stry will be composed on the lines indi- 
cated in our last issue, though uncertainty 
still exists with regard to the holders of 
one or two portfolios. By ‘the elder 
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statesmen”? we mean Marquis Ito, Mar- 
quis Yamagata, Marquis Saigo, Marquis 
Oyama, Count Kuroda and Count Inouye, 
It is possible that to-day (11th instant) 
having been officially indicated as the 
first anniversary of the death of the late 
Empress Dowager, the announcement of 
the new Ministry will be deferred until 
the r2th instant. 


Wednesday, January 12th. 

There is little to add to what we have 
already stated with reference to the new 
Cabinet. It is expected, as we explained 
in our last issue, that the ceremony of 
commissioning the new Ministers will 
take place to-day (12th) at the Palace. 
Our readers may remember that our ori- 
ginal forecast was the roth or the 11th, 
but in mentioning the latter date, we fail- 
ed to take note of the fact that it would 
be the first anniversary of the late Empress 
Dowager’s death, when, of course, no 
official business of any kind would be 
transacted. Vernacular newspapers allege 
that Count Inouye, having been asked to 
accept the portfolio of Finance, made a 
frank statement of his opposition to the 
scheme of post-bellum measures, in so far 
as the expansion of national armaments 
is concerned. The Count is also said to 
be averse to the adoption of gold mono- 
metallism. Such, at least, in the construc- 
tion attaching to a paragraph in the Koku- 
min Shimbun, which speaks of him as 
disapproving ‘the reform of the finance ” 
(saiset kaikaku), a form of expression 
generally applied, now-a-days, to the de- 
monetization of silver, though it may 
obviously bear many other significations. 
At all events, the main point is that Count 
Inouye advocates reduction of the scheme 
of military expansion, and it was because 
of that attitude on his part that Marquis 
Oyama received a summons to attend the 
council of elder statesmen in the Palace on 
the roth instant, the Emperor being desir- 
ous of hearing the Field Marshal’s views 
on so important a subject. As for the 
results of the Council, they are not yet 
publicly known, but a general conviction 
exists that the Cabinet is to be what 
is called a Chosen Naikaku, that is 
to say, a Cabinet independent of po- 
litical parties. The Tokyo Asahi con- 
tains the fullest journalistic account of 
the Council’s proceedings. We read 
there that, on the 8th instant, Marquis Ito 
repaired to the Palace, and submitted to 
the Sovereign a detailed report of the 
efforts he had made to organize a Cabinet, 
adding that, in view of his failure, he 
must conclude himself incompetent to 
undertake the task, from which he accord- 
ingly begged the Emperor to relieve him. 
The Emperor, however, repeated his man- 
date, whereupon the Marquis said that he 
had only to bow to the Imperial will, but 
that as his unaided strength did not suffice 
to solve the problem, he begged his Majesty 
to summon whatever statesmen enjoyed 
the confidence of the Throne and to ques- 
tion them on the subject. The sequel 
was the despatch of messages through the 
Grand Chamberlain, Marquis Tokudaiji, 
to Marquises Ito, Yamagata, Saigo and 
Oyama, and Counts Kuroda and Inouye. 
These six statesmen assembled at the 
Palace on the roth instant at 10 
a.m., aud were immediately received in 
audience by the Emperor. His Majesty 
said that with so many important ques- 
tions of domestic and foreign policy pres- 
sing for treatment, it was most undesir- 








able that the country should be left, even 
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for a day, without the fullest ministerial 
attention, and that he invited expression 
of opinion from the six statesmen. Count 
Inouye stated that, in his opinion, the six 
statesmen should unite to organize a Cabi- 
net at once, having in view the possible 
contingency of two or three changes of 
portfolios after the general election, Count 
Kuroda, Marquis Oyama and Marquis 
Saigo are said to have endorsed that view. 
The Council remained in session from 10 
a.m, to I p.m., when the six statesmen had 
the honour of lunching with his Majesty, 
after which the discussion was resumed 
and lasted until 3 p.m. It appears to have 
been acknowledged that all previous 
Cabinets, since the convocation of the 
first Diet, have had relations—growing 
closer as the epoch grows more recent— 
with political parties, whether such rela- 
tions were overt or covert, but the con- 
clusion was nevertheless come to that an 
independent Cabinet should now be 
formed. 


The difficulty of the situation is, of 
course, very evident. Not one of the so- 
called “ Mes#é statemen” is an acknow- 
ledged member of a political party, in the 
English sense of membership. Even 
Count Okuma, though the Progressionists 
look up to him as their leader, has never 
attended their meetings, “stumped ” the 
country openly in their interests, or dis. 
charged any of the functions ordinarily 
devolving on a party man. Would it be 
expedient, therefore, to draft into the 
Cabinet at the present juncture men who 
will offer themselves to the constituencies 
next month as Liberals, or Progressionists, 
or, it may be, National Unionists? Would 
it even be expedient to form with any 
political party snch relations as would 
justify its candidates in presenting them- 
selves at the hustings as acknow- 
ledged partisans of the Ministry? There 
is an evident element of fiction about 
the whole condition of affairs. The 
theory of party cabinets may be said to 
have received recognition for legislative 
purposes, but all the A/esfi statesmen 
shrink from allowing the fact to find ex- 
pression in the mechanism of the parties 
or in the procedure of the Diet. Jt is dif- 
ficult to foresee what kind of events are 
destined to break down these artificialties, 
but until they are broken down, party 
Cabinets, as the word is understood in 
England, are an impossibility. The mem- 
bers of a Cabinet which enjoys the support 
of the Liberals, for example, must be pre- 
pared to face the ordeal of a general elec- 
tion in Liberal interests, and must be 
prepared to associate themselves openly 
with the policy proclaimed by the Liberals 
to the constituencies. A constitutional 
change also is necessary. The Cabinet 
Ministers must sit in the Houses of the 
Diet, either ex oficto or by election, and 
must take part in the debates as exponents 
and defenders of the Government’s policy, 
A Minister of the Crown bas a Constitu- 
tional right to be present in either House 
and speak at any time on any subject, but 
he does not belong to the House, is al- 
ways treated as an outsider, is listened 
to with more or less impatience, and 
finds his appearance in the rostrum wel- 
|comed as an opportunity for badgering or 
insulting him. It would be much better 

















from every point of view, we think, that 
Ministers of the Crown should never enter 
the Diet at all than that their occasional 
presence there should give rise to the 
scenes so often witnessed of late years— 
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scenes which nearly always have the 
effect of embittering the relations between 
the Government and the Lower House. 
At all events, if there are to be parly 
Cabinets, the members of the Cabinet 
must sit in the Houses as members of the 
party supporting them, and must be pre- 
pared to address the constituencies as 
exponents of the party's platform, as well 
as to canvass the country in its interests. 
Things seem to bea long way from that in 
Japan still, but who knows? 





Thursday, January 13th. 

The members of the new Cabinet were 
duty installed yesterday (t2th instant) at 
the Palace. 


er President... 












Finance 
Home Affairs 
Education 





t Inouye. 
Viscount Yi 
Ma: quis Saiot 
Viscount Katsura. 
Marquis Saigo. 





...Baron Ito Miyoji. 
Baron Suyematsu. 
Justice Mr. Sone Arasuke, 
Count Matsukata is relieved of office at 
his own request, the Emperor ordering 
that the privileges of his previous posi- 
tion be continued to him; and the resig- 
nations of Viscount Takashima, Count 
Kabayama, Viscount Nomura, Mr. Kiyo- 
ura, Mr. Hamao and Baron Yamada are 
accepted. At this moment of writing the 
Gasette has not announced any new offices 
for the retiring Ministers, but it may be 
presumed that, in the case of some of 
them at all events, Privy Councillorships 
or Court Councillorships will be provided. 
Mr. Hamao’s position is especially unfor- 
,tunate, for he left the- permanent and 
distinguished post of President of the 
Imperial University to take the portfolio 
of Education, and now, after a few weeks’ 
tenure of the latter, he is without an 
appointment of any kind. 

It has generally been the custom to 
consider the clan affinities of the states- 
men forming a Cabinet, and though we 
think that such questions have ceased to 
possess any practical significance, it may 
not be uninteresting to make the usual 
analysis on the present occasion :— 
Marquis lio (Minister President) .Choshin, 

I 0 












Ye 
Marq : 
Baron Nishi (Fiveign Affai 
Viscount Yoshikawa (Ho 
Marquis Ssionj 








Baron Ito Mi 
Baton Si 
Thus six out of the ten portfolios are held 
by Choshin and Satsuma statesmen, four 
by the former and two by the latter. 

Four of the new Ministers have never 
before been members of a Cabinet, namely, 
Viscount Katsura, Baron Ito Miyoji, Baron 
Suyematsu and Mr. Sone. 

Mr. Sone may be said to have made 
his début at the Restoration, He served 
with distinction in the Government army, 
and in 1868 was appointed Lo the command 
of a company of the Imperial Guards. In 
1872, the War Department sent him to 
study in France, whence he returned in 
May 1877, and two years later became a 
Seventh-class official of the Department, 
receiving, in 1881, the additional post of 
Secretary to the Cabinet, then called 
the Dajokwan. His next position was 
that of Governor of Oita Prefecture, 
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and in 1885 we find him a Counsellor 
of the Legislative Bureau. Subsequently 
he served as Chief of the Bureau of 
Archives in the Cabinet and as Secre- 
tary of the Legislative Bureau. He had 
by that time established such a reputation 
for acumen and tact, that when the Diet 
was convoked for the first time, he was 
nominated Chief Secretary of the House 
of Representatives, and had to sit, ex 
officio, as acting President of the House 
during the stormy debates with which its 
proceedings opened. His conduct through- 
out that difficult time greatly increased the 
confidence reposed in him. After the 
second session of the Diet had ended in 
the dissolution of the Lower House, Mr. 
Sone resigned his official appointment, and 
offered himself as candidate for the fourth 
district of Yamaguchi Prefecture in the 
general elections. He was returned and 
the Lower House chose him to be its Vice- 
President. In May, 1893, he re-entered 
official life, receiving the appointment of 
Japanese Representative in Paris. Mr. 
Sone is strongly Jé with Marquis 
Yamagata. 

Baron Ito Miyoji was born in 1857 in 
Nagasaki, and therefore enjoys the dis- 
tinction of becoming a Cabinet Minister in 
in his forty-first year. In 1877 he received 
an appointment in the Kodusho—Depart- 
ment of Public Works—, and subsequently 
served as Assistant-Secretary in the Home 
Department and in the Cabinet; as Junior 
Secretary in the Cabinet, and as Secretary 
of the Senate. In 1882 he accompanied 
Marquis (then Mr.) Ito to Europe, visiting 
Russia when the Marquis proceeded thi- 
ther as Special Ambassador. On his 
return he became, in succession, Assistant 
Chief Secretary of the Cabinet, Private 
Secretary to Marquis Ito and Chief Sec- 
retary of the Cabinet, and when Marquis 
Ito went to China in 1885 as Special 
Ambassador, Mr. Ito Miyoji accom- 
panied him. Marquis Ito, after his re- 
turn, became Minister President of the 
newly organized Cabinet, and appointed 
Mr. [to to be his Private Secretary. In 
1886, the Emperor of Russia conferred a 
decoration on Mr. Ito, and in that year he 
was appointed Secretary to the Privy 
Council, becoming, subsequently, Chief 
Secretary, and —in Sept. 1892— Chief 
Secretary of the Cabinet. Mr. Ito was sent 
to Chefoo in May 1895 to exchange the 
ratifications of the Shimonoseki ‘lreaty 
and was raised to the peerage with the 
patent of Baron for distinguished services 
on that occasion, and during the war with 
China. He a man of extraordinary 
ability, and his entry into the Cabinet has 
long been regarded as a mere question of 
time. The public understands that it was 
through his agency that the Liberal Party 
gave its support to the Ito Cabinet in 1895. 
Indeed, so closely has Baron Ito come to 
be associated with the Liberals in the 
eyes of people in general that when the 
inexpediency of establishing any  rela- 
tions with a political party at the present 
juncture was recognised by Marquis Ito, 
rumour confidently asserted the im- 
probability of Baron Ito’s accepting a 
portfolio, Baron Ito Miyoji, Baron Suye- 
matsu) Kencho, Mr. Kaneko Kentaro 
and the late Viscount Inouye Ki used 
always to be spoken of as the Four Deva 
Kings (Shi-tenno) who served Marquis Ito 
as the supreme being. Viscount Inouye 
was the first to obtain Cabinet rank, as 
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Minister of Education; Barons Ito and 
Suyematsu now receive portfolios, and 


Mr. Kaneko Kentaro was at one time 
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confidently spoken of as the most probable 
Minister of Agriculture and Commerce. 
Baron Suyematsu Kencho was born in 
the province of Buzen and received his 
education at the School of Foreign Lan- 
guages in Tokyo. He became a member 
of the Michi Michi Shimbun’s staf, and 
received his first official appointment as 
an employé of the Cabinet in October 
1875. He accompanied Count Kuroda 
when the latter was sent at that time to 
obtain satisfaction for the Korean outrage 
and to conclude a treaty with the penin- 
sular Kingdom, and after his return, he 
became an official of the Department of 
Public Works in 1876, being employed at 
the same time in the Legislative Bureau. 
He rose to be Assistant-Secretary in the 
latter Bureau, and then saw some service 
in the Satsuma Rebellion when he was 
attached to the Staff of the Commander-in- 
Chief. In January 1878, he undertook a 
series of investigations into English and 
French historical compilations, and was 
then transferred to the Foreign Office as 
Third Class Secretary and appointed to 
the Legation in London, but he soon 
resigned that post for the purpose of 
studying at Cambridge University, where 
he obtained the degrees of Bachelor of 
Law and Bachelor of Arts. Returning to 
Japan in 1886, he became a Counsellor of 
the Department of Education, and was 
afterwards transferred to the Home De- 
partment in the same capacity, rising to 
be Chief of the Bureau of Local Govern- 
ment in that Department in 1887. Two 
years later, he obtained Chokunin rank, 
and also had the honour of being among 
the first batch of Japanese scholars upon 
whom the degree of Hakase was confer- 
red, his title being Doctor of Literature 
(Bungaku Hakase). In 1892 he became 
Chiet of the Legislative Bureau. For dis- 
tinguished service during the war with 
China he was raised to the nobility with 
the patent of Baron. Mr. Suyematsu, 
like Mr. Sone Arasuke, resigned his offi- 
cial position in 1893 and entered the 
Lower House, where he showed consider- 
able ability as a debater. He is recog- 
nised as a man of strong talent and 
great force of character, and he has an 
exceptional facully of winning friends. 
Lieut..General Viscount Katsura, like 
many prominent Japanese of the Meiji 
era, has had a career partly in the 
civil service, partly in the military. He 
began life asa soldier, and in his twentieth 
year (1868) commanded a company in the 
force that marched to Oshiu against the 
Aizu clan, on which occasion he distin- 
guished himself so much as to receive a 
life pension of 250 £oku of rice annually. 
In 1870, he proceeded to Germany at his 
own charges for purposes of study, and 
was fortunate enough to follow the Prus- 
sian forces in the war with France 
thus acquiring invaluable experience. 
Alter 3 years’ study, he returned to Japan 
in December 1873, and in January 1874 was 
gazetted a captain of infantry, receiving his 
majority six months afterwards. He went 
to Germany as military attaché in March, 
1875, and coming home in 1878, was a 
pointed, successively, Secretary and 
sistant Chief Secretary of the een 
1882, he became a Colonel of Infantry, and 
the following year, made his third trip to 
Europe in the train of Marquis (then Mr.) 
Oyama, Minister of War. Alter his 


return, in 1885, he was raised to the rank 
of Major-General, and served in the Wat 








54 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 








of a Bureau in the same Department, and 
in 1890 he was promoted to be Lieut.- 
General, receiving the command of the 
Third Division in the following year. He 
commanded a Division in the Army that 
marched from Sdul vid Ping-yang and Wiju 
into Manchuria, in 1894, and he sub- 
sequently directed the operation of the 
wing of that Army in its campaign 
from the littoral of the Yellow Sea to the 
Liao River and Newchwang. His success 
in the field was very marked, and the 
Emperor recognised it by raising him to 
the nobility with the patent of Viscount. 
This distinguished officer was nominated 
Governor-General of Formosa after Count 
Kabayama’s resignation of that post, but 
he did not proceed to the island and 
resigned the office when the Matsukata 
Cabinet came into power. He speaks 
German fluently, and has shown himself 
to be possessed of military and organiz- 
ing capacities of the highest order. 

It is worth noting that, out of the 10 
Ministers forming the new Cabinet 9 speak 
foreign languages; thus—Marquis Ito 
(English), Count Inouye (English), Vis- 
count Katsura (German and English), Mr. 
Sone (French), Baron Nishi (Russian and 
French), Marquis Saionji (French), Baron 
Ito (English), Baron Suyematsu (English) 
and Viscount Yoshikawa (English). 

The policy of the new Cabinet must 
remain for the present a matter of con- 
jecture. It has been generally understood 
that Count Inouye and Viscount Katsura 
are in favour of reducing the scheme of 
Army Expansion. Not, indeed, to the 
extent of re-placing the Army on its old 
footing, as has been asserted in some 
quarters, their idea is less drastic. Count 
Inouye is reported to advocate an expan- 
sion of fifty per cent. compared with the 
former establishment, instead of ahundred 
per cent. as contemplated by the pro- 
gramme passed by the Diet. It was re- 
cently alleged that Count Inouye had in- 
sisted on that change as a condition of 
his accepting the portfolio of Finance, but 
the $4! Shimpo denies that he did so, and 
explains that the advantages of such a 
measure would be few at the present 
juncture, while, on the other hand, the 
circumstances of the time are opposed to 
it. Nevertheless Count Inonye and Vis- 
count Katsura entertain certain views 
about reform of the Army administration, 
and to that they intend to give effect. 

Marquis Ito, according to the Chuo 
Shimbun, has admitted very frankly that 
statesmen in power can no longer afford 
to turn their backs upon political parties. 
At the same time, the Marquis comments 
with some severity on the habit of party 
politicians in calling upon the Ministry to 
respect public opinion. Nothing could be 
pleasanter or more satisfactory for states- 
men than to shape their policy in accord- 
ance with public opinion, but the question 
is, where can an exact expression of 
public opinion be found. After the war 
with China the Japanese people’s estimate 
of themselves was that they had made 
great progress, but when the facts are 
dispassionately considered, the so-called 
“ great progress’’ is seen to be measured 
by Oriental standards : it does not by any 
means reach the level of Occidental pro- 
gress. Inno direction does the foreign 
of Western States show greater 
activity at present than in Africa and in 
the East, yet the statesmen that control it 
do not find themselves always in touch 
with public opinion. As for Japanese 
public opinion, it is far behind the point 
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attained by public opinion in Europe, 
nevertheless Japanese statesmen have to 
keep their foreign policy in touch with the 
foreign policy of European nations. It is 
a difficult task, and the party politicians 
who claim for themselves the credit of 
representing public opinion, would do well 
to consider the facts with a little care. 


Friday, January r4th. 

Tt does not by any means appear that the 
relations berween Marquis Jto and the Liberals 
have been severed. The Niché Nichi Shimbun 
says that some mistaken ideas of that nature 
having circulated among the Party, a certain 
amount of excitement and agitation became 
apparent from the 1th instant. Coaut Itagaki 
was considerably disturbed about the matter, 
but owing apparently, to representations which 
he found himself in a position to make at a 
meeting of the Party's Standing Committee on 
the 12th instant, quiet was restored, Our con- 
temporary adds that Count Itagaki had an inter- 
view with Marquis Ito on the evening of the 
rath, and that he doubtless reported the result 
to the Paity Committee on the 13th. 











THE NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA. 
ested tebe 

Vernacular newspapers announce, with 
some display of excitement, that the direc- 
tors of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha intend 
toraise their rates of freight by 3o per 
cent. from the 15th instant. Such action 
on the part of a company which is in 
receipt of a subsidy of 880,000 yen yearly, 
and which seeks to obtain a further annual 
grant of over three million yen from 
the Treasury, is denounced as selfish, 
arbitrary and inconsiderate, and one 
Tokyo journal asks whether it will be 
reasonable to find fault with the railways 
if they, too, proceed to raise their fares to 
t}sena mile. We have no independent 
information about the intention of the 
company’s directors, but we fail to see 
that sentiment should find any place in this 
question. It is a pure matter of business, 
If the company perceives that it can not 
place its transactions on a profitable basis 
without an enhancement of rates, why, 
then, rates have to be enhanced. No other 
exit from the dilemma is apparent. The 
remedy, if remedy be needed, lies in the 
hands of shippers themselves. ‘The Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha does not enjoy any mono- 
poly of the coastwise or over-sea carrying 
trade. There is an open field for com- 
petition, Maritime enterprise is lively 
enough in Japan, and if cargo can be car- 
ried at lower figures than those about to 
be fixed by the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 
carriers will soon be forthcoming, we 
Yusen Kaisha 





presume. The Nippon 
differs from a company founded on 
a simple basis of profit and loss. It 


has undertaken certain services at the 
suggestion of the Government, and is 
entitled to a corresponding amount of 
consideration at the hands of the State. 
The Diet, however, appears unwilling to 
recognise that very obvious fact, and the 
alternative is that shippers of goods will 
be obliged to put their hands into their 
pockets. It is certainly hard that one 
particular class should be taxed for the 
support of steamship services which are 
maintained in the interests of the nation 
at large, but it seems to us, from the point 
of view of outsiders, that the House of 
Representatives is responsible for the 
anomaly. Certainly nothing could be less 
reasonable than to expect that the share- 
holders of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha should 
perform the maritime carrying business of 
the nation at a dead loss to themselves. 
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THE CIVIL CODE OF FAPAN. 


Ba pe aes 

Mr. J. H. Gubbins, Second Secretary 
and Japanese Secretary of H.B.M.’s Lega- 
tion in Tokyo, has completed and publish- 
ed in book form an English translation of 
the Civil Code of Japan. Our readers are 
probably aware that the Code has not yet 
been fully promulgated. Certain portions 
still await the Diet’s approval, and would 
doubtless have been passed speedily had 
not the House of Representatives suffered 
dissolution on the 25th of last month. The 
first three Books of the Code, having un- 
dergone exhaustive revision, were submit- 
ted to the Diet in its 1895-6 session, and 
having been approved by both Houses, 
were promulgated in March, 1896. These 
laws have not yet been put into opera- 
tion, however. Apparently the intention 
of the Government is to bring the whole 
Code into force at the same date—a date 
which can not be later than July next, un. 
less the operation of the Revised Treaties 
be deferred. The three Books contain 
twenty-one chapters, which are divided 
into Sections and Sub-sections, the whole 
comprising 724 articles. We need scarcely 
say that, so far as we can judge, Mr. 
Gubbins’ translation is everything that 
could be desired. It has not been possible 
for us, of course, to compare the render- 
ing of each article with the Japanese 
original, but having selected various 
articles at random and made the compari- 
son, we find the closest possible accuracy 
—such accuracy as becomes such a sub- 
ject—combined with excellently con- 
structed phrases, and clear, forcible, 
simple English. The translator has greatly 
enhanced the value of the work by 
adding the Japanese text in the 
margin of .cach article, so that direct 
comparison is at once possible. The 
volume is, of course, essential to every 
foreigner doing business in Japan. Mr. 
Gubbins’ name is associated with many 
tasks of scholarship for which he possesses 
the grateful thanks of foreign and Japan- 
ese students. But he has not hitherto ad- 
dressed himself much to the general public, 
being content rather to hold out a strong 
helping hand to the small section of work- 
ers who are toiling along the rugged paths 
that he has himself traversed with so much 
distinction, This new achievement will 
doubtless appeal to a wider audience, and 
ought also to receive some recognition from 
the British Government, for it renders im- 
mediately accessible to her Majesty’s 
subjects in Japan information of the very 
highest importance. We strongly recom: 
mend the journalists who have hitherto 
been perplexing themselves and _ their 
readers with blundering and confused 
dissertations about leases and superficies— 
we strongly recommend them to provide 
themselves at once with Mr. Gubbins’ 
translation, and to read attentively Chap. 
IV. Book II., and Sect. VIL, of Chap. IL, 
Book III. If their hewilderment survives 
the perusal of the clear and succinct pro- 
visions of law embodied in those portiouis 
of the Code, we shall be greatly surprised. 
We have only to add that the book is admir. 
ably printed—by the Sensho-do—and of 
convenient size, and that it is procurable 
at Messrs, Maruya and Co., in Tokyo, and 
Messrs. Kelly and Walsh in Yokohama. 











The Nagasaki Press observe: It is said 
that the secret shipping of women from Jap 
reatly on the increase, and that new regula. 
tions will soon be promulgated for dealing with 
this question, 
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GERMANY IN CHINA. 


An interesting fact has been ascertai 
ed with reference to the German occupa- 
tion of Kiao-chou. The Post, a newspaper 
which, in Bismarck’s days, used to be re- 
garded as a semi-official organ, stood 
forward, immediately after the news of 
the occupation had reached Berlin, and 
denounced England for harbouring hatred 
and enmity towards Germany, though 
expressing approval with a smiling face. 
The British nation, according to the Post, 
was longing to see Germany involved in 
complications with Russia over the Kiao- 
chou business, and France. shared the 
sentiment, but the two intriguing Powers 
might, perhaps, find that ‘in certain 
definite circumstances the whole German 
enterprise was carried to a conclusion in 
agreement with Russia.” This “ attempt 
to represent France and England as ranged 
against Russia, whose best friend and 
client is no other than Germany,” to use 
the words of Zhe Zimes’ Berlin corres- 
pondent, seemed so striking that the 
correspondent ‘took the earliest oppor- 
tunity of calling attention to the extra- 
ordinary tone of the article in the most 
authorilative quarters,” and received an 
assurance that “the article was neither 
official nor semi-official.” It has to be 
noted, however, that the Post is not the 
only German newspaper which shows a 
determination to regard England as an 
enemy this matter. The Hamburger 
Nachrichten—a Bismarckian organ—also 
writes:—‘‘It is even possible that the 
action of Germany is welcomed by Rus- 
sia, because to have Germany as a neigh- 
bour in Asia is, in any case, preferable 
to having England.” Moreover, although 
the Post's official inspiration is denied, 
its owner and controller is Baron von 
Stumm, “the great industrialist, who is 
the personal friend of the Emperor, and 
who frequently poses in the Imperial Diet 
and elsewhere as the direct and autho- 
rized exponent of his Majesty's views.” 
This same Post, referring to the In- 
dian frontier campaign, has just pub- 
lished a series of articles which are said to 
be ‘crammed full of slanders and calum- 
nies directed against the Imperial admini- 
stration of India.” 


Referring to the utterances, Zhe Times’ 
correspondent says “It must occur to 
any one who is familiar with German 
methods that these writings display the 
nervousness which attends uncertainty 
and experiment rather than the native hue 
of Bismarckian resolution. It may be that, 
in exchange for promises which must have 
been of almost unlimited extent, Germany 
has secured for herself in advance the ap- 
proval and support of Russia for the oc- 
cupation of the only remaining harbour 
affording access from the Yellow Sea to 
Peking and not excluded by express agree- 
ment from the active sphere of European 
Powers in the Far East. Even on this 
very large assumption, the sudden action 
of the German Government would partake 
of the nature of experiment rather than 
of cautious policy. The “ neighbourhood 
of Germany" might, conceivably, be pre- 
ferable in Russian eyes to that of any other 
Power—of Japan, for instance, which has 




















still some thousands of troops in occupa- | 


tion of Wei-hai-wei on the north side of the 
peninsula, with the route across which to 
Kiao-chou the Japanese general stafl is 
perfectly familiar, But perhaps it is best 
to refrain from any discussion of the 
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eventualities both for England and for 
Japan which a German annexation of 
Kiao-chou under these somewhat impro- 
bable auspices would bring nearer, since 
it may very well be that the whole object 
of the German semi-official apparatus, if 
not of the occupation itself, is to evoke 
that very discussiou with a view to advan- 
tageous results for Germany in the sequel. 
If a supposition which the present situa- 
tion of Germany in Europe does nor render 
altogether absurd may be entertained, and 
if the occupation has taken place without 
any definite assurance of Russian ac- 
quiescence, the excessive protests in the 
Post of submission to the will of Russia 
are easily explicable as éallons d'essai. 
But, in that case, it may yet require a 
more than Bismarckian skill to pilot the 
German Government and the German fleet 
out of the Bay of Kiao-chou without any 
serious loss of prestige.” 

The Deutsche Zeitung has the following, 
with reference to British potentialities in 
the Far East :— 

All that En could de would be to foment 
disturbance by inciting Japan. But even with 
England behind her, Japan will not venture to 
dely united Germany and Russia. As for China, 
she will be thoroughly cowed by the warlike farces 
of Germany which will be assembled in East Asian 
waters in December. In view of this wspect of 
affairs, only the grumbling of France will be heard 
from «far, that atelul State which will have 
to be reminded that it could never have ci 
out its venturesome colonial policy in Afvic: 
ite of English jealousy, but for the benevolen 
neutrality of Germany. 


That has a good confident ring. We, at 
this end of the world, do not think that 
England and Japan in combination would 
take much account of Germany and 
Russia. 

The following interesting remarks ap- 
pear in the Berlin correspondence of The 
Times, dated Nov. 23rd :-— 









































The German Gavernment allows little or 
nothing to transpire regarding its intentions ot 
the negotiations which may possibly have pre- 


ceded the landing at Kiao-chou, Information 
concerning events on the scene of Germanys 
action ix almost exclusively derived fiom the 
English Press. In this connexion it is worthy of 

ote that the Reuter telegea: ating the steps 
which had been taken by the Chinese Gover 
ment by way of tepatation for the attack on Gere 
man missionaries bas not, so far_as [can see, 
heen reproduced in the official 1 semi-official 

ress, ‘The journals which, after some delay, 
gave it a place in their columus have hithewio 
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ment makes no secret of its 
intention to retain Kiao chou in its possession | 
a guarantee against the vecutence of similar 
v4 It is difficult Ws see how the oces 
of this point by a furce which must necessar 
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any way to the safety 
of German missionaries in the inter ive of the prom 
vince of Sha on 

Steenuous endeavours continue to be made by 
ainals to ds ns of 4 p 
‘ 1s it is noted 1 
ethe arvivalof the newsof the occupa 
tion, the Russian Ambassador had a long inter 
view with Prince Hoheulohe, © ae, how. 
ever, Hews ik that the chapter of 
Negotiations on the subject with Russiz, nat te 
speak of other Powers, has not by any mea 
closed, Although in some quarters it is asseited 
that any diplomatic tions which have 
been ned between Germany and Russia 
have proceeded pari passu an interchange of 
views between the German and Fiench Govern 
ments, the attitude of the Temps and the acest 
of its recent comm an Wangan 
policy point to any ut satisfaction in author. 
itative French circles. Ou the Russian side the 
only journal which appears wo have touched the 
subject is the Novoye Vremya, which says that the 

jerman Press '* ve overlooked 
fact that Russia has cestain sights to the Bay of 
Kiao-ch German naval circles it is supe 
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t between China and Russia by which Russian 
ships of war were to have the sight to anchor in 
certain Chinese harbours, including that of Kiav- 
chau, when Viadivestock should be frozen up. 
We fail to discover the grounds of 
Reuter’s recent telegram that the Russia 
had expressed dissatisfaction at Germany's 
action in China. The comment of the 
Novoye Vremya, quoted above, may, per- 
haps, be read in that sense, and on Nov. 
24th the Novosti published an article 
“urging the occupation of some points of 
Chinese territory by Russia, France, and 
Great Britain, with the object of effectu- - 
ally counterbalancing the German occupa- 
tion of Kiao-chau should the latter be 
maintained.” But the utterances of two 
journals can scarcely be regarded as re- 
presenting the Russian press. 

















GREAT BRITAIN IN THE FAR 
EAST. 
Sagan 

An attempt has been made by a local 
English journal to prove that Great 
Britain’s attitude towards China at the pre- 
sent juncture is not governed by. princi- 
ples of international morality, and that 
she is following the example set by Ger- 
many in seeking to exact territorial or 
other concessions from the Peking Govern- 
ment. The journal in question avowedly 
bases its judgment on a Reuter’s telegram, 





d}sent from London and dated January 


5th — 





London, Ja 
horitatively stated that whatever 
Power may obtain from 

Great Britain will demand adequate compen 
aud do her utmost to uphold her existing rights 


Tt is 











With reference to this telegram, the 
comments made are these :— 


By this it is made apparent that England is no 
better that it should be, for looking forward there 
dues not seem to he anything to choose between 
the present policy of Germany pending the setile- 
ment of its demands, and that of England, which 
has determined to demand “ adequate compensa 
tion.” This, when interpreted, means that if Ger 
many should be found to have successfully sinued 




















by squeezing what it requires out of China then 
Great Britain intends to follow suit, or in other 
words both Powers imend to the expense 






of China in that respect,—ihe pacity is perfect, 


Alas, it does vot appeat in the face cf the news by 
telegram, that the pharisaical aitiide which the 
Mail as suggested, as one of which an English. 
man ought to be proud, — is Country has not 
followed the wicked example set by Russia and 
Geimany, has anyth hich can be 
founded, because Englan. d to act in 
like manner. Ifthe conduct of Russia and Ger 
many be as bad as represented by the Mail, by 
xiabbing what they can from weak and helpiess 
China, yet all theee appea: to be actuated by wo 
other motive than that of their own age 
graudisement. 

It will be observed that the wriler of 
this criticism says:—"If the conduct of 
Russia and Germany be as bad as repre- 
sented by the Mail, etc.” But the fact is 
that our observations with regard to Russia 
and Germany were explicitly founded on 
the representations made by other jour- 
nals. Our words were :—“If Germany 
and Russia have acted in the manner 
alleged by several of the English local 
journals, &c.” There can not have been 
the slightest confusion on this point in the 
mind of the English newspaper which is 
new se anxious to drag England down to 
level of international law- 
lessness. At the outset of its article it 
quotes our precise declaration that the 
text of our remarks was the estimate which 
several local foreign journals had formed 
and expressed with regard lo the proceed- 
ngs of Russia andGermany. Indeed, the 
main purport of our writing was to signify 
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astonishment that, while forming such an 
estimate—an estimate which, at the 
time, we ourselves refused to endorse 
—those journals should not have utter- 
ed a word of protest but should have 
accepted, with tacit consent and implied 
approval, the worst possible construction 
of Germany’s proceedings at Kiao-chou. 
Yet, in the face of such perfectly plain 
facts, this local slanderer of England quiet- 
ly writes “if the conduct of Russia and 
Germany be as bad as represented by the 
- Mail,’ That part of the matter, however, 
is of very trifling moment compared with 
the singularly false complexion put upon 
England’s action. If the Anglo-Chine; 
Treaty be consulted, this provision will be 
found in the §4th article :—'‘It is hereby 
expressly stipulated that the British Go- 
vernment and its subjects will be allowed 
free and equal participation in all privi- 
leges, immunities and advantages that 
may have been, or may be hereafter, 
granted by his Majesty the Emperor of 
China tothe Government or subjects of 
any other nation.” It is in assertion of 
the right secured to her by this provision 
that Great Britain has warned the Chinese 
Government against attempting to exclude 
her from any privileges or immunities 
granted to Germany. Her Majesty’s Go- 
verment has not, as its local slanderer 
declares, announced an intention of ‘ fol- 
lowing Germany’s suit” should the latter 
‘be found to have sinned successfully 
against China,” or of “ profiting at the 















expense of China.” It has merely 
reminded the Peking Authorities that 
they can not, without violating the 


Treaty, grant exclusive privileges, whe- 
ther industrial, commercial or what 
not, to the nationals of another State, 
and that if privileges of any kind are 
granted to Germans, British subjects will 
be entitled to enjoy them equally. That 
is a procedure radically different from 
the course taken by Germany. It is es- 
sentially characteristic of England that 
she never seeks to obtain for herself by 
diplomacy or force of arms any monopoly 
of trade or industry in a foreign coun- 
try. To whatever markets she opens, all 
the world has absolutely free access, and 
whatever privileges she obtains other 
nationals are allowed to share equally with 
her own subjects. What she has done in 
China is to recall the principle of fair play 
guaranteed by the most-favoured-nation 
clause, and to say that she will not have 
her subjects shut out from privileges 
granted to the subjects of another Power, 
whether that Power be Germany or Russia, 
To represent such natural and strictly 
legitimate conduct as “ grabbing what she 
can from weak and helpless China’’ is to 
display either the crassest ignorance or 
the most unpatriotic malevolence. 





THE TREATY AND LAND. 
ay eee 

With reference to the question of the 
Revised Treaty and the tenure of land, the 
Japan Gazette raises a point which, if left 
unexplained, is not unlikely to create mis- 
apprehension. It says :—" The Treaty 
mentions a lease ; on the subject of super- 
ficies it is silent.’ That seems to bea 
complete shifting of the ground hitherto 
taken by our contemporary. Its conten- 
tion, up to the present, so far as we 
understand, has been that the new 
Civil Code of Japan does not create 
any means of holding land for a lengthy 
period, short of actual ownershi 
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consequently, since ownership is forbidden 
to foreigners, they will not be able to 
secure building sites for a term of years 
long enough to warrant the erection of 
factories and other structures for in- 
dustrial or commercial purposes. That 
fallacy has now been completely ex- 
ploded. It was exploded long ago in- 
deed. The reading public: must be fully 
aware by this time that the new Civil 
Code provides two methods of land tenure, 
independently of ownership and agricul- 
tural holdings; one, the ordinary method 
of hiring, the other, the method to which 
the legal epithet “ superficies” is applied ; 
and must further be aware that, while the 
term for hiring is fixed at a maximum of 
20 years, the term for a superficies is left 
to be settled at whatever number of years 
the contracting parties may desire. As to 
that phase of the problem, no shadow of 
doubt exists any longer, Still the Fapan 
Gazette seems unwilling to abandon its 
position of protest, and it therefore takes 
refuge in the text of the Treaty itself, 
alleging that leases only are mentioned 
and that “there is silence on the subject 
of superficies.” We are aware that our 
contemporary has often criticised the 
Treaty as a most defective document, and 
has frequently sneered at the incompe- 
tence or carelessness of its framers. But 
the basis of the criticism, with regard to 
land tenure, has been that since Japanese 
law does not provide any satisfactory, 
method of tenure, short of actual owner- 
ship, some special provision to cover the 
defect should have been made in the 
Treaty, It will not do, therefore, to 
pretext previous condemnation of the 
Treaty by way of accounting for the 
change of attitude now made. The ground 
of the condemnation was that the Treaty 
did not fill the /acuna left by Japanese 
law, and since ithas been shown that there 
is no /acwna in the law, that particular 
form of censure has to be abandoned. 
‘Thus it is that the ¥apan Gazette has 
final recourse to the alleged silence of the 
Treaty about superficies and its mention 
of leases only. 

Is the Treaty silent about superficies 
and does it mention leases only? Cer- 
tainly not. Even though the British 
Treaty stood alone, there ought not to be 
any doubt on that point. Its words are 
these :— 








The subjects of each of the High Contracting 
Parties may, in any part of the dominions or 
possessions of the other, own or hive and occupy 





the houses, manufactories 
premises whi 


warehouses, shops and 
may be necessary for uve, and 
lease land for residential aud commercial pi 
poses, conforming themselves to the Laws, Police 
Customs Regulations of the country hike 











Here we have two distinct privileges with 
regard to residential, commercial or in- 
dustrial structures: British subjects may 
either own or hire them, and such owner- 
ship or hiring must be in conformity with 
Japanese law. We have to turn, then, to 
Japanese law in order to ascertain the 
provisions relating to this subject, and we 
find it distinctly laid down there that, in 
order to acquire a right of property in 
objects “over the ground” (chijo)—we 
are speaking here not of crops, which be- 
long to a special category, but of build- 
ings and trees—, the site on which such 
objects stand must be obtained by means 
of a superficies; whereas, if the tempo- 
rary use alone of the objects be desired, 
the ordinary method of letting and hiring 
is resorted to. It follows, therefore, that 
although the term “superficies” is not 








actually inserted in the British Treaty, the 
right of superficies may be constructively 
read into the document, since Japanese 
Law is explicitly indicated for purposes of 
procedure, and the method of procedure 
indicated by Japanese Law is superficies, 
where the ownership of buildings is in 
question. We are not obliged, however, 
to fall back upon inference or construc- 
tion in this matter. The German Revised 
Treaty, negotiated and concluded subse- 
quently to the British, places the whole 
question on the clearest and most explicit 
basis. No change was made, indeed, in 
the body of the Treaty itself, for, as we 
have seen, the necessary privileges are 
constructively present there. But there 
was appended to the Treaty a note ex- 
plaining that, with reference to the resi- 
dential, commercial andindustrial purposes 
mentioned in the text of the Treaty, Ger- 
man subjects should be entitled to acquire 
emphyteutical, superficiary and other real 
rights in land, as provided by Japanese 
Law. The German negotiators went 
even a step farther, for they obtained an 
agreement that the ownership of real 
estate by a Japanese company should not 
constitute any obstacle to the inclusion of 
German subjects among its partners. It 
is scarcely necessary to point out that 
whatever privileges have been granted to 
German subjects are enjoyable by British 
subjects also, under the most-favoured. 
nation clause. In other words, after the 
Revised Treaties go into operation, 
British subjects will be entitled to 
acquire land in Japan by emphyteusis 
—ze. for agricultural purposes—by super- 
ficies, or by hiring. The same _privi- 
leges are inferentially conferred by the 
British Treaty, but they have been r 
duced, in the German, to terms establis! 
ing a direct verbal connexion with the 
provisions of the new Japanese Civil Code. 
In view of these facts, it is exceedingly 
difficult to understand the uneasiness that 
exists in some quarters about the question 
of land tenure by foreigners under the 
Revised Treaties, and the persistent re- 
fusal of local English journals to recognise 
incontrovertible facts. We are told, at 
one moment, that the Treaties are de- 
fective; at another, that articles of 
Japanese Law which stare us in the face, 
have no existence; and at another, that 
unless the provisions of the Japanese 
Code be specially extended to foreigners, 
they may be excluded from its privileges. 
Well, we have now shown that every one 
of these contentions is absolutely chimeri- 
cal, and it is to be hoped that no further 
attempts will be made to obscure so im- 
portant a subject. Perhaps the most 
charming complaint of all is that of the 
journalist who alleges that the complexity 
of the question is established by the length 
of the explanations it has elicited. We 
are forcibly reminded of the dunce at 
school who declared that the fifth proposi- 
tion of the first book of Euclid must be 
shockingly difficult since it had cost him 
a month's effort to master. For the sake 
of that unhappy journalist, who is to be 
pitied rather than chided, we here set 
down the facts in first-primer form :— 


Rights seewed to fareigners in Japan by the exe 
plicit terms of the Revised Treaties and correlated 















ductments, such rights to be enjoyed in accord 
ance with the provisions of Japanese Law. 
1. Superficies. 
2. Emphytensis. 


3. Huing 
Nature of the above Reghts, as defined by the 
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Japanese Civil Code. 
1. Superficies—" The right to use the land of 


opie Aro fur the purpose of owning 
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theteon buildings, of bamboos or 
the duration of the superficies to be fixed at 
will by the contracting parties 5 or, if lelt une 
fixed by them, to be determinable by a Law 
Court, at the instance of the contracting 
, within the limits of 20 and 50 years. 
(Ciil Code, Arts, 265 to 269 inclusive) 
2. Emphyteus The sight, en payment 
rent as a farmer, lo cultivate the land of 
another person, ot (o rear upon it horses and 
cattle ;"" the duration of the emphyteusis to 
he from 20 10 50 years. (Civil Code, Arts. 
276 to 279 inclusive) 
3+ Hiring—" The right to nse and acquire profit 
from a cestain thing” without owing it, the 
duration of the contract of hiing not to 
exceed 20 years. (Civil Code, Arts. 601 to 621, 
inclusive.) 


tees ;” 
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Underlying all the criticisms hitherto 
penned on this subject there seems to have 
been an idea that the Japanese Govern- 
ment is reluctant to place the tenure of 
land by foreigners on a liberal and satis- 
factory basis. We have good reason to 
know that such a supposition is entirely 
contrary to the truth. There has been no 
reluctance of the kind. Indeed. had 
Japanese statesmen alone been concerned, 
the right of property in land would doubt- 
less have’ been extended to foreigners 
without reservation, But unfortunately 
at the very time when the task of ‘Treaty 
Revision was approaching completion, the 
impatience of the Japanese nation took a 
somewhat narrow-minded form, and simul- 
taneously with the outcry for ‘strict en- 
forcement” of the existing Treaties, a 
strong prejudice was developed against 
the ownership of real estate by aliens, and 
against allowing them to engage in the 
coast-wise carrying trade. It was impos- 
sible for the Government to ignore that 
feeling when negotiating the new Treaties. 
Account had to be taken of it, and nothing 
remained except to minimize, to the 
utmost degree, ils inconvenient conse- 
quences for foreigners and its injurious 
effects on the development of Japan’s 
industry and commerce. We have seen 
how the problem was solved. Without 
becoming actual owners of land, foreigners 








will be able to gain possession of it for a ~ 


term of years representing something like 
perpetuity ; a term of years amply suffici- 
ent to warrant the employment of capital 
in any industrial or commercial enterprise 
whatever. In this matter, as in many 
other matters, the Government of Japan 
has proved itself to be more advanced 
than the bulk of the nation, though it is 
interesting to observe that were the terms 
of the Revised Treaties now under nego- 
tiation, there would probably be no dif- 
ficulty, even with regard to Japanese 
popular opinion, in securing for foreigners 
the right of actual ownership of land. 





THE CYCLISTS. 
ee 
The round-the-world cyclists are now 

in Japan, making their way on their wheels 

from Nagasaki. They are certainly three 
remarkable follows. The physical feat of 
riding some fourteen thousand miles 
through all kinds of countries and over 
all kinds of roads—or no roads—is, in 
itself, sufficient to confer distinction on 
its performers. But they have also shown 
themselves keen observers and clever 
literateurs. Their notes of travel, which 
have appeared in the columns of a num- 
ber of newspapers, not only convey much 
interesting information, but are also thor- 
oughly consistent with the conditions 
under which they were compiled, showing 
at once the element of sketchiness un- 
avoidable where 
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transit is employed, and the spirit of 
seriousness that one might expect 
in men pledged to a _ performance 
so arduous. ‘The cyclists were enthu- 
siastically welcomed in Shanghai. We 
noted in a previous issue how a crowd 
of brother-wheelfolks, gentlemen and 
ladies, went out to meet them and escorted 
them into Shanghai in grand procession, 
and we now observe that a dinner was 
given to them at the Shanghai Club on the 
goth instant, Sir Nicholas Hannen presid- 
ing, and some sixty persons of various 
nationalities being present. Sir Nicholas 
proposed the health of the cyclists, and 
Mr. John Foster Fraser responded in a 
speech which fills a column and a half of 
the M-C. Daily News. Excellent reading 
it is, and it must have been still more at- 
tractive in the delivery. Indeed, we take 
it that Mr. Fraser, in addition to his re- 
markable power of physical endurance and 
his literary abilities, is a public speaker 
of rare facility. He ought to make his 
mark, We can not fiad space to repro- 





duce the speech, but we quote one 
passage :— 
When we get home in another six months the 








one thing [ personally will be really proud of is, 
not that T have goue round the world on a bicycle, 
for that is what anybody can de, but that [ ama 
ative of that little group of islands away in the 
north-west of Europe called the British Isles. 
suppose we are all English and Scoich and [vish 
here Comnight, and [tell you the great fact of this 
trip, as 1 am concerned, is being imbued with av 
enlarged patriotism, We have never been 
where the English name was not honowed and 
respected. It requires a journey such as we have 
ydertuken to comprehend the Wemendous posi- 
Vion held on the earth by our own country. Aud 
all over the earth there are Shanghais, settlements 























of Britishers, commercial men, scientists, finan- 
ciety, arranging all the lade, carcying the goods 
of vations, controlling the affairs of wations, in a 
word cunning the earth, 





There is, perhaps, a soupcon of brassiness 
about the note of that trumpet, but the 
fanfare is softeyed by the evidently ear- 
nest sincerity of the speaker. 


LIFE OF A CABINET IN JAPAN. 


eae 


A Tokyo journal publishes an oppor- 
tune statement of the life-span of Cabinets 
in Japan since the re-organization of the 


Government :— 


Duration. 
Orgavization. Resignation. Years. Month 


Dec. 1886 ov Mar, 1888 wu. 





Ito Cabinet. 





3 
stake on the part of our 











The to Cabinet to which 
ic office in December 1885, The dates 





should be :— 












Dec. 1885 ,., Mar. 2888... 2 a 
Dees 89 a 5 
ec. “April 189t i 3 
May aBor \., July 1892... x 3 
Aug. 3892... Aug 1896... 4 7 
Sept. 1896 !.. Dec. 1897 «.. 4 


Thus the average span of life is very nearly 
2 years—or, exactly, I year 115 months. 
But the list brings out another interesting 
fact, namely, that whereas the average 
duration of the Ito Cabinets has been 3 
years and two months, the average dura- 
tion of the Cabinets under the presidency 
of other statesmen has been only 1 year 
and 3} months. The difference is very 
remarkable, It is true that Marquis Ito 
had the good fortune to be in office at the 
time of the war with China, when questions 
of domestic politics were virtually dor- 
mant, but still nothing can deprive him 
of the credit of being the only statesman 
who, since the re-organization of the Go- 
vernment in 1885, has been able to give 
his country the advantages of a compara- 





such a iva Gere igTe stable Cabinet. 


FOREIGNERS AND THE OWNER- 
SHIP OF SHARES. 
eae 
Our readers are aware that there has 
been talk lately of the ownership of shares 
in Japanese companies by foreigners. 
There is a strong tendency now-a-days to 
remove all restrictions against foreign 
participation in native enterprises, manu- 
facturers and men of business generally 
having come to the conclusion that want 
of capital is fatally obstructing the deve- 
lopment of the national resources, and 
that the introduction of foreign capital is 
the need of the era. Referring to this, 
the Chuo says that the projectors of the 
Formosan Railway, being _ particularly 
desirous of placing a portion of their shares 
on the foreign market, applied to the 
Governor-General’s office for permission. 
They received a negative reply. The 
Governor-General explained that one of 
the main objects of the principal Formosan 
line is strategical, and that the Govern- 
ment’s promise to guarantee six per cent. 
interest was prompted by that considera- 
tion. It did not seem advisable that 
foreigners should be shareholders in such 
arailway. If the company were bent 
upon admitting foreigners, the Govern- 
ment’s guarantee would have to be with- 
drawn, Our contemporary adds that the 
projectors are not satistied with the Go, 
vernor-General’s views, and have taken 
steps to appeal to the Prime-Minister. 











PROPOSED BIWA CANAL. 


— 

Major Morgia, the French Engineer, who 
was present at the meeting of the Mitsui Club 
held on the night of the sth instant, is reported 
by the Fij# to have made the following remarks 
with regard to the construction of the Biwa 
canal :—The scheme for cutting a canal from 
Lake Biwa to Tsuruga would require an outlay 
of 200 million yen. The work would lower the 
level of the lake from 86 metres to 45 metres, 
and thus in certain place would leave several ex- 
tensive (racts of dry land. Europe abounds with 
works of this description, especially in Holland, 
were are to be found richly cultivatedlands which, 
several hundred years ago, were but sea-beds. 
Experience shows that land so acquired proves 
extremely fertile. According to the plan by 
which Lake Biwa is to be reduced to half its 
depth, reclaimed land to the extent of 160 million 
tsubo could be obtained, Although such an 





extensive area of land could not be sold at once, 








yet a prospect exists of obtaining, very readily, 
one yen per /subo for the best portions, The 
proceeds would more than compensate for the 
expenditure incurred in the, work. Moreover, 
from a military point of view it may be asserted 
that the canal would hardly fail to create facili- 
ties tor converting a neighbouring lake into an 
inland port where docks and armament devices 
could be established. No enemy could 
reduce sucha place. There is yet one more 
point that deserves menti When the port is 
opened nothing can be more certain than an 
immediate development of commerce and in- 
dustry in Kyoto. The proposed scheme is 
therefore to be commended from both military 
and industrial standpoints, The Major conclud- 
ed his speech by saying that he was prepared to 
answer any qnestion pul to him with regard to 
further details of the scheme. Marquis Ito 
asked what would be the largest vessel that 
could be taken into the canal ; the Major replied, 
alarge ironclad of about 15,000 tons. The Suez 
Canal has a depth of eight metres and the war- 
vessel Fuji was only able to pass by discharging 
her heavy stores and equipment, The canal 
now under consideration being nine mewes 
deep could be easily passed by vessels of the 
size of the Fuji, 














58 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Jan. 15, 1898. 








ENGLAND, $APAN AND CHINA. 


-+ 
HE Japanese Representativein Peking 

is alleged to have submitted for ap- 
proval by the Tokyo Foreign Office a 
“strong policy” scheme with regard 
to the complications now occurring in the 
Far East. It is by the Afainscht Shimbun 
that the statement has been advanced, 
and our contemporary supplements it by 
an assertion that although Baron NisHi 
is disposed to endorse the Peking Mini- 
ster’s views, no step in that sense can be 
taken by a Cabinet which is holding office 
only until its successors shall have had 
leisure to complete their preparations for 
relieving it. Baron NISsHI having declared 
himself a thorough-going advocate of 
reticence in all matters of diplomacy, it 
seems most unlikely that any intelligence 
of the kind published by the A/a/nichs can 
have emanated from the Foreign Office, 
and we should consequently leave the 
matter unnoticed were it not accompanied 
by an assertion that the talk of an Anglo- 
Japanese alliance is heard as loudly in 
Peking as anywhere else, and tlrat a con- 
stant interchange of visits is going on 
between the British and Japanese Repre- 
sentatives there. That may or may not 
be true, We have no information on the 
subject. But we take the opportunity of 
referring to two ideas recently advanced 
in more than one quarter in connexion 
with the prospect of an alliance between 
England and Japan. The first is that 
England would be unwise to join hands 
with Japan since an understanding with 
Russia is quite feasible and far prefer- 
able; the second, that England has 
no mission to safeguard Japan’s interests, 
and that she had better leave the Japanese 
to fight their own battles. These proposi- 
tions appear different when thus stated, 
but in reality they rest upon the same 
basis, namely, the supposition that British 
interests and Japanese interests are not 
identical the Far East. That, 
think, is an entirely erroneous supposition. 
At no time during the past seventeen 
years has any policy been advocated in 
these columns with regard to England 
and Russia except the policy of a friendly 
understanding. We are not insensible to 
the immense difficulties standing in the 
way of that consummation, neither can we 
hide from ourselves the fact that a Power 
which shows so little respect for treaty ob- 
ligations as Russia showed in the case of 
the Black Sea and in the case of Batoum, 
does not inspire any strong wish for a 
rapprochement. 
imagine, at this period in the history of 
civilization, that the arbitrament of the 
sword can ever be essential to the settle- 
ment of international difficulties, neither 
haye we any right to assume that because 
Russia has trampled upon humiliating 
engagements when she found her feet free 
to crush them, she would not be faithful 


to engagements voluntarily a ere ie 
igitized by 





in we 


But it is not possible to 


the great purpose of averting a terrible and 
otherwise inevitable collision. Without 
pursuing that branch of the topic, however, 
we confine ourselves to noting that, as 
consistent advocates of an entenie between 
England and Russia, we can discuss the 
present complications without being sus- 
pected of any desire that does not make 
for peace. Thus much premised, we 
venture to call it an indisputable proposi- 
tion that Japanese interests and English 
interests are identical in the Far-Eastern 
continent. Both Powers are anxious to 
prevent any encroachment upon Chinese 
territorics unless it has previously been 
made the subject of acommon understand- 
ing. Nothing in the nature of an under- 
standing for the partition of China is here 
suggested, of course. To an iniquity of 
that kind no British Cabinet would put 
its hand. What we mean is that if the 





factors of unrest which China unfortunate- 
ly seems unable to control, produce, from 
time to time, situations calling for armed 
interference by a foreign State, it should 
be agreed that the consequences of such 
interference shall not be pushed so far as 
to be unfairly prejudicial to the treaty 
tights of other States. England has very 
large interests at stake in China, interests 
tn esse and interests $u posse. Againstany 
attempt on the part of another Power 

from the markets of 
bound to offer strenu- 
ous resistance. Fair competition 
a question apart. But it is not fair 
competition, it does not begin to be fair 
competition, when special concessions are 
exacted by unwarranted exhibitions of 
force or by the application of diplomatic 
pressure which amounts to a menace. 
England may fairly be said to have opened 
China to modern Europe. The Dutch 
had access to China three centuries ago. 
So had the Spainards and so had the 
Portuguese. But neither the Dutch, nor 
the Spainards nor the Portuguese need 
be considered in this The 
question relates to Great Britain, France, 
Rnssia and Germany alone, It 
travagant to expect that England should 
sit with folded hands while her rivals 
seek to steal a march on her, by the aid of 
devices which she can not conscientiously 
emulate, in a field to which she has 
troduced them. No Western State is in 
a position to take such wholesale and 
immediate advantage of Chinese im- 
potence as England is, and there is nota 
shadow of justice in the idea that her for- 
bearance toturn her greatly preponderating 
strength to unlawful 
be suffered to inure to her disadvantage. 
She has, therefore, a plain right to insist 
that, except as-a result consistent with the 
recognised principles of international law, 
there shall be no alienation of Chinese 
territory such as would in any way fetter 
the commercial privileges she now enjoys. 


to exclude her 


China, she is 


is 


context. 


is ex- 





purposes should 





Precisely the same position may be taken, 


gle” equal insistence, in the case of 
UNIV 





her interests ¢ posse. There must be a 
fair and open arena for competition with 
respect to any profits or advantages law- 
fully accruing from the development of 
China’s resources, whether by working 
mines, building railways, establishing 
means of inland or coastwise transport, 
carrying on manufacturing industries, or 
what not. Such matters are not to be made 
the subject of special agreements extort- 
ed from China by armed demonstrations 
or by diplomatic coalitions constituting 
threats. That, we take it, is a reasonable 
statement of England’s position. Japan 
is not less deeply concerned in securing 
full and free access to China for her traders 
and manufacturers. It is, indeed, almost a 
question of commercial life or death to 
her that she should not be excluded from 
the neighbouring continent. But England 
is the one and only Power upon whose 
policy implicitly 
depend. She knows: that wherever Bri- 
tish sway is supreme or British influence 
paramount, she can confidently count on 
unrestricted ingress for her goods and on 
an open field for her enterprise of every 
kind, Russia, on the other hand, has shown 
by her proceedings in Koreathat what she 
seeks is a monopoly for her own people in 
every department, and that she will re- 
{rain from no means of securing that end 
at the expense of either British or Japan- 
ese subjects. Thus the identity of British 
and Japanese interests vis-d-vis Russia 
seems clearly established. But that does 
not mean for a moment that there need be 
any fighting of battles, or any abstention 
from efforts to bring about an understand- 
ing. The point is simply that, for the 
purpose of effecting an understanding, 
England and Japan in combination con- 
stitute a much more powerful influence 
than either could exercise alone. It is idle 
to blink the fact that Russia, Germany 
and France are a working coalition in the 
Far East. There were some who regretted 
that England did not place herself in the 
same boat with them at the time of the 
Liaotung crisis. Can they entertain that 
regret any longer, now that they see the 
direction in which the boat has been steer- 
ed? Great Britain might have joined the 
union so far as it made for the preserva- 
tion of China’s integrity, but can any 
Englishman desire that his country should 
have been either a sleeping or an active 
partner in the subsequent and still con- 
tinuing scramble for compensation? At 
all events, the coalition is in the field, and 
that it is not operating in either English 
interests or Japanese interests must be 
patent to every one. That an explicit 
understanding is the best, if not the only, 
way of averting disastrous consequences, 
must be equally plain. England and Japan 
should unite to bring about such an under- 
standing. Readers of history know the 
kind of rocks against which Great Britain 
has hurtled in the past by suffering herself 
to Gvift/Berhaps we, who are so close to 


free-trade she can 
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the scene, will not be deemed presump- 
tious if we say that something like a policy 
of drift may be laid to England’s charge 
at present, and something unmistakably 
like it to Japan's, 








GERMANY AT KIAO.CHOL. 
— 


HERE appears to be no room to doubt 
that Germany has asked China for a 
lease of Kiao-chou. Whether China has 
actully agreed, we do not know, but her 
consent may be taken for granted. In 
fact, from the moment when she allowed 
German armed forces to retain possession 
of portions of her territory pending a 
settlement of the questions at issue, it be- 
came evident that the concessions obtain- 
able from her were to be measured simply 
by Germany’s ambition. Had the final 
cession of Kiao-chou been demanded, 
China would doubtless have proved com- 
plaisant. In short, she has learned to 
count herself defenceless, and since her 
people are not sufficiently patriotic to hold 
the Government responsible for aliena- 
tions of territory or other national humi- 
liations, the statesmen in Peking seem 
prepared to purchase tranquillity at 
avy cost short of their own displace- 
ment. There is, of course, a certain sem- 
blance of compromise in the idea of 
a lease instead of a cession, China, in 
the desert of her tribulation, has that 
one small stone beneath which to thrust 
her humbled head. But if we looka little 
closer the idea of compromise appears 
illusory. Germany does not proceed to 
the extreme point, does uot demand 
actual cession, simply because she is not 
sure whether Kiao-chou will suit her pur- 
pose, She wants to make practical trial 
of the place’s capacities and potentialities 
before seating herself there definitely. If 
Kiao-chou does not prove suitable, then a 
substitute is to be found for it. Such is 
said tobe the understanding, and if we 
may credit it, Germany has. acquired not 
only what she wants immediately, but also 
a prospective title to anything she may 
want hereafter. 

Of course be quite idle 
to apply any of the 
recognised tests of international morality. 
Its sombre indifference to all civilized 
principles is not relieved by any scintilla 
of propriety. The Germans themselves 
know that thoroughly well, and are not 
at all likely to plead any excuse other 
than the exigencies of imperial progress. 
Had Kiao-chou been occupied in con- 
sequence of China’s hesitation or reluc- 
tance to comply with Germany's demands 
for reparation, and had it been evacuated 
after the satisfaction of these demands, 
Germany would have merited the applause 
and received the thanks of all the West- 
ern communities in the Far East for her 
energetic and spirited action. But its 
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tention as a condition of settlement, con- 
stitute a line of procedure for which no 
precedent can be found in the pages of 
civilized history. There is just one re- 
deeming hypothesis, and we desire to 
make the most of it. It is that these 
extraordinary acts have been prompted 
by a resolve to inflict signal punishment 
upon China. During the past few years, 
murderous attacks upon foreign mission- 
aries by Chinese fanatics, or mobs, or 
bandits or what not, have been numerous, 
and although a measure of reparation has 
invariably been sought and obtained in 
each case, it can not be said that foreign life 
and property are more secure in China 
now than they were on the eve of} 
any of the cruel massacres that have so 
often shocked the civilized world. Whe- 
ther the Chinese Government is really 
powerless to discharge the protective 
duties that it has assumed by treaty, or 
whether it is indifferent to their discharge, 
the plain fact is that they are not dis- 
charged, and it is conceivable that, under 
such circumstances, the German EMPEROR 
may have resolved to show China that in 
his opinion, she has forfeited all title to be 
treated as a civilized State, and that, while 
her weakness places her at the mercy of 
any aggressor, her constant breaches of 
faith invite and justify aggression. If the 
object has been to inculcate that lesson, 
Germany’s method of procedure has been 
well calculated. China, the 
degree of her callousness, now 
understand that her territorial integrity is 
a mere question of her own good conduet 
and the forbearance of her Occidental 
friends. She can no longer count on the’ 
immunity from aggression that other 
nations enjoy as a traditional feature 
of civilized intercourse, but must expect 
that every fresh outrage against foreign 
life or property on the part of her subjects 
will entail the loss of a section of her 
realm. If any shock be capable of gal- 
vanizing her into practical conciousness 
of her obligations, this very rude stroke 
from Germany’s “mailed hand” should 
suffice, 

Turning from the principles involved, 
we are confronted by the interesting ques- 
tion, what does Germany intend to do at 
Kiao-chou. There is, of course, a techni- 
cal difference between a lease anda ces- 
For instance, Great Britain obtained 
a perpetual lease of Kowloon in 1859 and 
a cession of the place by treaty in 1860. 
But for practical purposes Germany will 
be virtual mistress throughout the district 
included in the lease, a district the exact 
dimensions of which are not yet publicly 
known but which is said to measure seve- 
ral square miles. Will the place be used 
as amere naval station, or is it to bea 
commercial port? Ifthe former, Germany 
will be in a position to shut out other 
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nationals from her acquisition ; but if the 
jatter, she will have to open it to the 
@ée of all the Treaty Powers,) sing 
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is precluded from obtaining from China 
any exclusive tradal privileges or facilities. 
Nothing is yet known as to the views of 
the Berlin Government, but it seems quite 
certain that the German people, especially 
those resident in the Far East, regard 
Kiao-chou as a new centre of trade, The 
so-called ‘ Kiao-chou District,” stretches 
69 miles from north to south and 30 miles 
inland, with a population of 200,000. It is 
not at all probable that such a great area 
has been leased to Germany. On the other 
hand, owing to the gradual silting up of 
the extensive bay, once a fine anchorage, 
the junk harbour of Kiao-chou is now 6 
nautical miles from the city, in a swampy, 
uuwholesome region, and the harbour for 
sea-going ships is distant 12 miles further, 
or 18 miles from the city. Hence, without 
fuller particulars, it is impossible to form 
any intelligent idea of the locality or the 
extent of the area acquired. If it is to 
embrace the city of Kiao-chou and the 
harbour, it must be a very considerable 
tract; if it is lo be the harbour alone, 
the concession loses much of its impor- 


tance. At all events, the idea appears 
to be that Kiao-chou, not Chefoo, is 
the true centre of Shantung trade, 


and that the development of the new port 
would, in course of time, deprive Chefoo 
of all value. The doctrine can not be 
accepted without reserve. If Kiao-chou 
were so manifestly superior to Chefoo it 
is not easy to see why the former was not 
chosen in preference to the lattter by the 
British negotiators of the Treaty of 1858. 
Still, a strong opinion in favour of Kiao- 
chou certainly exists, and its topographical 
advantages as one of the coastwise termini 
ofa system of North-China railways seems 
to be indisputable. There are, moreover, 
several important coal fields in the interior 
of Shantung, and in the large industrial 
programme inspired by the possession of 
Kiao-chou, we find that the tapping of 
these fields and the export of their produce 
over-sea as well as its carriage to Honan 
in the West and Peking in the north, are 
prominent items. The realization of such 
schemes must lie in a very distant future, 
but we mention them here to show that to 
the active-minded, enterprising German 
the acquisition of Kiao-chou commends 
itself chiefly because of its commercial and 
industrial potentialities, from which point 
of view other nationals also may welcome 
the event since they, too, are by treaty 
entitled Lo share the advantages. 





LEASE AND SUPERFICIES. 


+ 

UR readers will entirely endorse Dr. 

LONHOLN’S assertion that he has esta- 
blished a title to the gratitude of the 
foreign community by affording full and 
explicit information on the subject of the 
tenure of land by foreigners under the 
provisions of the new Civil Code. Nothing 
eau, be,more surprising thau the attitude of 
the Fapan Gagetig audthe Kobe Chronicle 
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with regard to this question, Possibly the 
former newspaper is now convinced of its 
error, but for a long time it clung with the 
utmost tenacity to the idea that when the 
Revised Treaties and the new Civil Code 
go into operation, foreigners will not be 
able to obtain land for building purposes 
for a longer period than 25 years, It 
resolutely ignored every statement of the 
provisions of the Code put forward by 
competent experts, and without having 
itself examined the Code or taken any 
steps to obtain independent information 
about the clauses relating to land 
tenure, it obstinately declared, again and 
again, that 25 years was the limit, and it 
treated every one venturing to differ from 
it as an impertinent prevaricator. The 
Kobe Chronicle was made an even more 
amusing exhibition ofignorance and mental 
obtuseness. It seems to be absolutely 
determined not to abandon its false views. 
It does not make the smallest attempt to 
support its arguments by reference to the 
text of the Code, but is content to advance 
speculations, conjectures and jeers where 
an important question of legal rights is 
If either of these jour- 
nals has any genuine desire to discover 
the truth and enlighten the public, no 
evidence of any such wish is betrayed by 
their methods. They have never heard of 
the kind of lease called a “ superticies.” 
There is nothing of the kind in English 
law, and consequently the two editors are 
either unable to understand that anything 
of the kind can exist in the laws of another 
country, or have made up their minds that 
whatever is not English must be radically 
wrong and untrustworthy. The only 
excuse to be made for them—if it be an 
excuse—is that the term ‘‘superficies ” 
does not explain itself, and that its ordi- 
nary meaning—the surface, or exterior, of 
a thing—gives no exact clue to its legal 
significance. Yet even WEBSTER 
ficiently explicit, for he defines “ super- 
ficies”” to be, 


Areal right cousisting of a grant by a landed 
proprietor to another person of an area of ground 
for erecting and building upon it, without parting 
with the ownership of the soil, [i many respects 
this right bears a strong resemblance to the long 
building leases geanted by land-holders in Eng- 
land, in consideration of a vent, and wuder reser 
vation of the ownership of the suil, 


Even an ordinary dictionary like Wes- 
STER’S, had these singularly obstinate 
journalists taken the trouble of consulting 
it, would have shown them that there may 
be provisions of law which, though not 
falling within the range of their own 
narrow ken, are still reasonable, logical 
and practical. But without making any 
research whatever, or seeking any expert 
guidance, they have undertaken to con- 
trovert the clear expositions of a tho- 
roughly qualified jurist, have ventured to 
expound a body of laws which they have 
never even read, aud have applied them- 
selves, as though of set purpose, to mislead 
the public. 


under discussion. 





is suf- 




















Yet another local journal, 
entering the arena at tl exasele WOK 


announces, with a semblance of quaint 
exultation, that it has never taken part 
in the controversy, but that really the 
whole subject is sufficiently perplexing to 
suggest grave doubts about the correctness 
of any hard and fastinterpretation. That 
is at once the silliest and the most disin- 
genuous attitude of all: silly, because the 
subject does not present any features 
beyond the range of a school-boy’s com- 
prehension; disingenuous, because the 
journal in question, though not actually 
engaging in the discussion, has been con- 
spicuous in formulating complaints about 
the insufficiency of the term of land 
tenure possible to foreigners after the 
Revised Treaties go into force, which is 
the sole matter in dispute. 





We do not imagine that any person who 
has read Dr. LONHOLN'’s last letter to this 
journal with ordinary attention can labour 
under the slightest misapprehension as 
to the Japanese law of land tenure which 
will be applicable to foreigners after the 
Revised Treaties go into force. Yet to 
avoid all possibility of error we may here 
repeat the facts in the plainest language. 
According to the new Civil Code of Japan, 
there are two kinds of land tenure, apart 
from ownership. There is, first, tenure 
by ordinary lease. This does not carry 
with it any right of property in buildings 
or trees, It is simply the kind of lease 
familiar to every one every where ; the 
lease by which buildings and all other 
fixtures—as trees or shrubs—remain, like 
the land itself, the property of the land- 
lord. The law names a maximum limit 
for the duration of such leases, but their 
ihterest for foreigners is confined to cases 
where the mere renting or letting of houses 
or other buildings is in question. The 
second kind of tenure is a ‘‘ superficies.” 
This carries with it a right of property in 
all buildings, trees or other objects above 
the soil. The law does not fix any maxi- 
mum limit for the duration of a super- 
ficies : it leaves the period to be determined 
at will by the land-owner and the super- 
ficiary. But if they do not determine the 
period at the outset, then—and only then 
—the law courts are empowered to fix the 
period subsequently, within the limits of 
20 and 50 years, on application by either 
of the parties to the superficies. Can 
anything be simpler? Of course, if a man 
wants to rent land for building purposes, 
he will not dream of taking it under an 
ordinary “ lease.’ He will obtain a 
“superticies,"’ and in ninety-nine cases 
out of every hundred, will bargain fora 
sufficiently lengthy period, perhaps a 
hundred years, perhaps five hundred. 
There are circumstances under which the 
land-owner might be unwilling to give, or 
the superficiary might have reasons to re- 
frain from seeking, a superficies of fixed 
duration. 
not concern us: they are altogether ex- 





But such circumstances need 





ceptignal, though a complete body of laws 
Jey prescribes a method of deali 








with them. The only really important 
facts for the foreigner are that, ifhe wants 
to hold land so that he may be the ab- 
solute owner of everything above its 
surface, he must enter into the kind of 
agreement called a “ superticies ” with the 
landlord, and that the sole factors limiting 
the duration of such agreement are the 
will cf the landlord and the means at the 
disposal of the would-be superficiary. In 
short, so far as the tenure of land is con- 
cerned, no obstacle of any kind will exist 
to industrial enterprise by foreigners after 
the Revised Treaties go into operation. 





THE DREYFUS CASE. 
eae 
This extraordinary case which attracted so 
much attention at the time of its occurrence 
and which is again the talk of the hour, is cer- 
tainly one of the strangest on secord. The 
facts in their original form are succinetly sum- 
marized in the following paragraph 
The French Ministyy of War was inf 
some persons whose 
secret, that a for 
is not informed official 








med, by 
ve so far been kept 
ment—the public is 
which government—had 
received copies of confidential documents on mili+ 
lary affairs, Captain Dieylus was arested upon 
information given by some person or persons 
whose identity ty also kept in the Lackgrou 
was tried by court-martial, his witnesses for the 
defense were not examined, and he was convicted 
upon the testimony of two out of five graphologi 
cal experts who maintain that his handwriting. is 
the same as that of ao incriminating document 
said to have been © stolen” from the waste-paper 
basket of a foreign embassy by detectives. Dre 
fus was publicly degraded, and sent for life to 
unhealthy island on the coast of Svuth America, 
where he is wow Kept in au im) 
cage. He is guarded day 
soldiers, who are nol perm 








































ed to speak to him, 


The punishment is terrible to contemplate. 
For more than thiee years the unfortunate man 
is supposed not to have heard the sound of a 
human voice. That he retains his reason is 
wonderful, but it may be that hope supports 
him, What has now happened to re-direct 
attention to the affair is that Mr, Scheuren- 
Kestner, Vice-President of the French Senate, 
belie in the validity of certain prools ot 
Dreyfus’ innocence, applied to the Minister of 
War tore-open the case, The Minister refused. 
Then a brother of Dreyfus openly accused 
Major Esterhazy of being the real culprit, and 
eight experts were found—two French, two 
English, two American, and two Swiss—who 
agreed in declaring that the incriminating 
document had not been written by Deyfus. 
Naturally the agitation grew more and more 
intense, and finally a new trial was ordered. Bat 
under what circumstancesit was to be conducted 
we do not know. Apparently Dreyfus himself 
was not to be presentat it, One almost in- 
credible step has already been taken by the 
Authorities. A certain Colonel Picquart was 
summoned from Tunis to Paris togive evidence. 
He was to reach that city on the 26th of 
November. At 6.45 on the morning of the 
23rd the police proceeded to the apartmenis 
occupied by him when in town, and made a 
minute seaich, carrying away a number of 
private letters. This step is believed to have 
been prompted by an anonymous communica- 
tion to the War Office, say Search a 
bed-room on the sixth floor, No. 3, Rue Yvon- 
Villarceuve, and you will find a good deal on 
the Dreyfus affair,” The search is reported to 
have disclosed matters injurious to the reputa- 
tion of some ladies of high position, It must 
be remembered that no accusation had been 
preferred against Colonel Picquart. He was 
coming to Paris simply as a witness. It 
must also be remembered that the domi- 
ciliary visit was made in his absence and with- 
out his knowledge. In the eyes of English- 
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uncertain what to think of it. Asfor the Parisian 
newspapers, the part played by them has been 
miserable, They have devoted themselves 
chiefly to discovering motives discreditable to 
every person venturing lo say a word on behalf 
of Dreyfus. If sentiment, passion and prejudice 
were the proper judges, the journals of the 
great city could not have worked more assidu- 
ously to organize the bench. Here isa para- 








the convicted man ate either Protestants or Jews, 
or they have some Protestant or Jewish or at least 
foreign relatives. “Iisa Protestant attack upon 
ce.” says the paper. ‘the Intramsigéant 
wants Scheuren-Kestner tried asa traitor for ree 
opening the question, The Echo de Paris declared 
that Dreyfus coufessed, and it refused to insert a 
devial frou Mme. Dreyfus, Drumont, in the 
Libre Parole, exclaims: “Why does not a well 
aimed bullet from one of Dreyfus’s guards tid us 
of the fellow!” The Gil Blas declaves that a war 
will be the result if the truth is told, The Fournal 
asseits that, Dieyfus’s guatds have been shown 
“the undeniable proofs of his guilt,” but does not 
reveal what these proofs were. Esterhazy is 
equally attacked, merely because his wame is not 
Fri 


Amid all this anxiety to discover motives, no 
journalist has indicated a motive likely to induce 
‘€a steady, home-loving. rich man, married to 
a rich woman,” to betray his country for a petty 
sum of money. It is not to bg supposed, how- 
ever, that the field has been abandoned to jour- 
nalism of the above type. Some eminent men 
have raised their voices in a manner worthy of 
France. M. Zola, for example, in an eloquent 
article, writes thus about the broad aspecis of 
the affair and about the fierce attacks that have 
been made on the Vice-President of the Senate 
for venturing to assert Dreyfus’ innocence :— 


“M. Scheurer-Kestner with his transparent 
life is before us, Confront him with the others, 
those who accuse and insult him, and then judee, 
We must choose between them and him, Dis- 
cover any reason for his acts except his noble 
desire for uth and justic 
heartbroken, feeling his high pos tottering 
under him, ready to sacrifice everything to carry 







































outhis heroic task, he is silent and waits, His 
attitude is of extra Wy grandeur, 
“Twill not say anything of the affair in itself, 


yet it is the simplest and clearest imaginable, if 
you will but take it for what it is. A judicial mis. 
ake—the thing is deplorable, but always possible. 
Magistrates make mistakes, officers may make 
mistakes, How is the honour of the army at stake 
in this? The only honourable part to play, if a 
mistake has been committed, is to repair it, and 
blame would be incurred only by showing obsti 
nacy, only by refusing, even in the face of decisive 
proofs, to acknowledge the mistake. There is al 
bottom no other difficulty. All will go well when 
the resolve is taken to acknowledge that a mistake 
may have been committed, and (hat there has been 
hesitation in confessing it, ‘Those who know will 
tinderstand me, As for te fear of diplomatic com. 
plicat , itis a bogey to frighten simpleions. 
No neighbouing Power has anything to do with 
the affair, This should be empliatically declared, 
We simply find ourselves before a public opinion 
exaspernted and wortied by the most odious of 
campaigns. 

“The Press is a necessary force, and | believe, 
alter all, that it does more good than harm, but 
cert Ipable for 
all 






































1 journals ate none the less 
ming some, terrorizing others, and 
als in order to tiple their sale, 
iSemitimm has inspived this craze, ‘The 
purest and bravest dare not do their duty for 
fear of being bespattered with calumny. And 
we have reached such # tersible condition thal 
all sentiments are perverted, that you cannot 
desive justice without being treated as im- 
becile or cormupt.  Falsehoods are paraded: 
the absurdest stories are gravely quoted by 
serious newspapers; the whole nation see 
stricken mad, when a little common sense would 
set matters right, How simple will all be when 
those who are the masters will venture, in spite of 
the angry mob, to be courageous men. 
“T imagine that in the disdainful silence of 
M. Scheurer: Kestuer there has also been a desive 
» wait before acting till every one had probed 
his conscience. When he bas spoken of his duty, 
which, even atthe cisk of hishigh position, fortune, 
Nappiness, bade him speak ont the tuth as 
was he knew it, he used this admirable expres 
sion, ‘I could not have lived.’ Now this is what 
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shoutd be said by all honest men mixed up in the 
affair; they should be wiable to live unless they 
du justice.” 

Another utterance—that of Mr. Gabriel 
Monad—deserves to be quoted. M. Monad is 
one of the champions of Dreyfus and, of course, 
he has come in for a share of the passionate 
abuse meted out by the press to every one 
adopting such an attitude. The students of the 
Upper Normal School, of which he a Professor, 
sent to him an address of sympathy in view of 
these assaults, and in the course of his reply he 
wrote :—“It is your lot to live in times when 
the violence and corruption of a portion of the 
Pcess, always ready to impute the lowest motives 
to those who do not think like the crowd, 
deprive sensitive minds of all taste for public 
activity, force them to shut themselves up in the 
towers of science or in family privacy, and so 
produce selfishness and cowardice. People 
shrink from assuming any responsibility from 
fear of attacks or calumines, You will guard 
against this weakness, and will form a new 
generation stronger than ours, in which men 
will have the courage of their opinions and 
respect for the opinions of others, Thus will 
be preserved for France her old name for gene- 
rosity and courage.” 

In connexion with the Dreyfus affair it has 
been suggested that the abolition of military 
attachés would bea Wise measure, on the ground 
that such officials are more or less precluded 
from neglecting any method, whatever its 
nature, of obtaining information for their 
Governments. Concerning this, the Paris 
correspondent of Zhe Times writes thus :—In 
regard to certain Embassies it is admitted that 
the presence of military attachés is simply an 
act of international courtesy, and it is thought 
that their abolition would constitute a sort of 
breach of manners. For the nations of the Far 
East military attachésare in Europe of extreme 
utility, and I can vouch, for instance, having 
seen much of them, that the Japanese military 
altachés, without entering into any sort 
of mysterious schemings, have enormously 
contributed to the -recent development ot 
their army. England, for whom military at- 
tachés are less indispensable than for Conii- 
nental nations, bas, nevertheless, reaped many 
considerable. moral advantages from then, 
The English attachés in Paris have been a 
model in bearing and discretion to the officers 
of all other countries, who have always shown 
them the greatest esteem and consideration. 
These are advaniages which a nation appe- 
cites, and the withdrawal of the English at- 
tachés, who do not excite the slightest distrust, 
would be an admitted loss for France even 
more than for England. The idea of such an 
abolition, however, is a symptom of the panic 
which can be created when newspapers add to 
the excitement of popular imagination.” 

We invite the attention of the Japanese to 
this verdict about their military attachés, a ver- 
dict contrasting strongly wilh what was said 
about them some time ago in a French colony, 








THE ASSAULT ON Mu. SCHROEDER. 


+ 


The case in which F. Polzien and J. All. 
macher, were charged in the German Consular 
Court, upon various counts, with assaulting Mr, 
Schroeder, editor of the Hastern World, in his 
office, adjourned on Monday last, came on for 
heating agaiaon Weduesday, the members of the 
Court having on the previous day inspected the 
Office where the alleged assauli was committed, 
and the premises opposite. No further evidence 
as to the possession and presentation of ate 
volver by Polizen during his visit to Mr. Schoeder’s 
office was procurable, and after Mr. Uchiyama 
Rossetsu, who appeared for the defendants, bad 
addressed the Court, the case was adjourned for 
judgment till Thursday morning, when the 
Court found the accused guilly om the less 
serious counts of the charge and sentenced 
Polzien to 14 days’ and Allmacher to 13 days’ 
imprisonment—the petiod during which they 
have been in prison up tothe time of conviction. 

he defendants were therefore discharged, 























OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr. Matsuoka Koki, who held the position 
of Vice-Minister of Home Affairs when Marquis 
Tto was last in office, has been gazetted again 
to that post. The same Gase/ée announces the 
appointment of Baron Sonoda Yasukata to be 
Chief of Metropolitan Police, and of Mr, Same- 
shima Takenosuke to be Chief Secretary of the 
Cabinet, Mr, Sameshima used to be Private 
Secretary to Marquis Ito. Mr. Nakamura 
Motoo, hitherto Vice- Minister of Home Affairs, 
Mr. Hirayama Natinobu, Chief Secretary of 
the Cabinet, and Mr. Yamada Iken, Chief of 
the Metropolitan Police, are relieved from office 
at their own request. 














THE SIBERIAN RAILWAY. 
plete Dita ES ee 

Tt has been announced of late that the com- 
pletion of the Siberian Railway could be expect- 
ed within ten years. With reference to this 
interesting question, the Vladivostock corres- 
pondent of Zhe Zimes telegraphs as follows, 
under date of Nov, 22nd :— 

I have just made the journey actoss Manchu 
generally along the course of the projected rail 
way. I met engineers proceeding to their stations, 
escorted by a sufficient number of armed Cossacks 
powerfully to impress the Chinese. The work has 
been much retarded, and it is anticipated that 
another year will elapse before the preliminary 
surveys are completed and the route finally deter- 
mined, Unprecedented floods have obliterated 
the work already done between Chita and Nert+ 
chinsk, and its restoration will cequire two years. 

‘The toute at present favoured crosses the fro 























tier to the south of Stare and Truvukhaita to 
Khailar, crosses the Khingan Mountains by a 
pass stil undiscovered, descends the right bank of 





the Chol to Cholkhoton, goes down the west side 
of the Sungai to Kirin, and thence to Omoso, 
Ninguta, and Poltafka, avoiding difficulties by 
crossing the Nonai at Tsitsihar aud the Sungati 
at Petune, also the mountains between Ningata 
and Latin, 

On the route selected the difficulties are greater 
than were expected, The completion of the rail- 
way within six years is impossible. Kirin is the 
chief ceutre of acuvity, Its advantages area sich 
counts abundance of coal and timber, and 
us on as regards Lushuan-kan, whither a 
vey is tobe made. ‘There is acti- 
vity also at Tsitsihar and Petunes [tis under- 
stood that there will eventually bea branch tine 
connecting them with Blagovestchensk., ‘The 
Chinese officials arerendermg every assistance. 

Everything relating to this railway is of vital 
importance io the Far East, Its completion, 
should arrangements be made forcatrying ittoan 
ice-free port, will materially change the situation 
by bringing Manchuria, and therefore China 
also, within the spere of Russian military poten- 
tialities. The massing of troops at Viadivostock 
and in its vicinity, so much talked off by news- 
papers in this part of the world, is comparatively 
unimportant, Viadlvostock is not only much too 
remote from Manchuria, China and even Korea 
to bea serviceable base of operations, but its line 
of communications with the ultimate base lies 
over sea, and unless Russia were mistress of the 
ocean, she would be unable to throw reinforce- 
ments or stores into Viadivostock in the event of 
war, A base of operations that lies beyond the 
range of supplies of men, munitions or provi- 
sions would be of small use for the purposes of 
& great campaign. But suppose the Siberian 
Railway catried to an ice-free port in Korea 
the Yellow Sea or the Gulf of Petchilimih 
indeed, the situation would be metamorphosiz- 
ed. Lt is true that with a single line of rails 
traversing a distance of thousands of miles of 
country wot yet brought within the military 
zone, no massing of troops on a large 
scale at points effective for attack could be 
immediately managed. But that would be a 
mete question of time. The doubling of the 
line, the establishment of great depots along 
the route, the organization of a regular sysiem 
of reinforcing stations, and the collection of a 
powerful fleet in the terminal waters—all these 
things would come about in due course, and 
an expert eye is not needed to appreciate the 
resulting multiplication of Russia’s offensive 
capacities. - 
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THE BUDGET. 
pet EEE 


(Continued). 
Cuapter [V.—Prancreat Ireas oF Exrgn- 
DITURE. 

The following are the most important classi- 
fications of the estimates of expenditure for the 
gust fiscal year of Meiji. 

Foreign DerartTMeNT. 
1,—Establishment of Legations. 

In view of the necessity of establishing new 
Legations in Spain and Belgium, and Consulates 
at Hankow, China, and Odessa, Russia, sums 
of 96,777 yea in the Ordinary, and 38,000: yen 
in the Extraordinary Expenditure—a total of 
134.777 ven—were included in the Budget for 
the Foreign Department. 

As it was also considered necessary to esta- 
blish six new Honorary Consulates in Europe 
and America and other places, an outlay of 
2,400 yen was included in Class IL, Ordinary 
Expenditures for the Foreign Department, 
2.—Increase in Salaries of Diplomatic Officials. 

The revision of the regulations for the ex- 
penditures of Legations and Consulates 
rendered it necessary to increase the salaries of 
diplomatic officers, and a sum of 249,959 yen 
was introduced for that purpose in Class If. Or 
dinary Expenditures of the Department. 

Home DerartMant. 
3.—Revision of Official Organi tion. 

Alterations having been made in the official 
organization of the Home Department, the 
Prisons and Hokkaido Bureaux were accord- 
lished, and changes made in official 
grades and numbers. A sum of 67,688 yen 
was accordingly set down in Class II]. Ordinary 
Expenditure, in the estimates for the Home 
Department. 

4.—Police and Prison Schools. 


Improvements in the management of affairs 
relating to police and pi ig necessitated 
expenses amounting to 22,769 yen in the Ordi- 
nary and 8,649 yen in the Extraordinary section, 
a total of 31,418 yen. This amount was included 
in Class XXI. Ordinary and Class X. Extra- 
ordinary Expenditure for the Home Department, 
5.—Civil Administration of Cities and Prefec- 

tures and increase of Salaries of Officials 

in Okinawa prefectare. 

The expansion of local administration of 
Cities and Prefectures led to an increase in 
the number of officials and salaries, and the sum 
of 354,760 yen was inserted in Class XIII. of 
the Ordinary Section for the Home Department. 

Since Okinawa differs in its conditions from 
other prefectures uecessily has arisen for ine 
creasing the salaries of officials, and for this a 
sum of 32,037 yen was included in Classes XU. 
and XV. of the Section of Ordinary Expenditure, 

6.—Examination of Medical Men and 
Prevention of Epidemics. 

In order to complete the examination system 
of medical practitioners and pharmacists, 
it became necessary to extend the hospital 
attached to the Meiical Examination Office in 
Tokyo and to establish a new one under the 
supervision of a similar Office in Osaka, With 
this object in view an estimate of 52,156 yen in 
the Section of Ordinary Expenditure and 54,725 
yen in the Extraordinary Expent a total of 
106,881 yen—was included in Class XIX Ordi- 
nary and Class 1V. Extraordinary Expenditure, 

A Special Epidemiz Inspection Bureau having 
heen organised in accordance with Imperial 
Ordinance No, 171 of the 3o:b year of Meiji, » 
sum of 18,579 yen was required for expenses, 
and was accordingly inserted in Class XIIL. of 
the Extraordinary Section of the Estimates. 

7.—Reclamation of Hokkaido. 

An amount of 103,496 yen required by the 
increase of officials and their salaries in con. 
sequence of the revision of the official organiza- 
tion of Hokkaido was included in Class XI. of 
the Section of Ordinary Expenditure. 

In view of the necessity for increasing the 
Kocho Offices and branch police stations in 


various paris of Hokkaido, an a ae 17.475 
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ven Ordinary, and 12,182 yen Extraordinary 
Expenditure—a (otal of 29,657 yen—had to be 
included in Class XI. Ordinary and Class Iv. 
Extraordinary. 

‘Works connected with roads and drainage 
necessitated a disbursement of 505,340 yen, 
and this item was therefore set down in Class 
VL, Section of Extraordinary Expenditure. 

To open railway traffic in Hokkaido a sum 
of 227,147 yen was required and was included 
in Class. XXVI., Ordinary Expenditare, in 
the Estimates. 

8.—Aids and Grants, 


Owing to the enforcement of the Regulations 
for the preservation of old shrines and temples, 
special aids and grants became necessary, and 
for these a sum of 150,000 yen was inserted in 
Class XX. of the Section of Ordinary Ex- 
penditures, 

Since the enforcement of Regulations for the 
prevention of epidemics necessitated an outlay 
Of 50,790 yen for expenses in the various Cities 
and Prefectures became necessary. T! 
amount wasentered in Class I. of the Extrao: 
nary Section of the Estimates, 

‘Aids were also required for engineering works, 
for preventing landslips and for this purpore 
sum of 70,000 yen was included in Class Il. 
Extraordinary Expenditures. 

Necessity having arisen for increasing the 
regular steamship services to the Ogasawara 
islands, a vote of 10,000 yen was included in 
Class I., Extraordinary Expenditure, 

Necessity having also arisen for opening a 
regular service between Ogasawara and the more 
distant isles of the group, an estimate of 780 
yen was included in Class I. Extraordinary 
Expenditures. 
g.—Control of the election of Representatives, 

of the Lower House. 


A ‘sum of 73,686 yen required as expenses 
for the control of the general clection of Re- 
presentatives of the Lower House was inserted 
in Class XL., Extraordinary Expenditures, 


10.—Reconstruction of Prisons, 

The reconstruction of the Hokkaido Peni- 
tentiary and its branch in Sorachi became ab- 
solutely indispensable, The cost of the 
work was estimated at 33.284 yen, to be defray- 
ed as continuing expenses until the gznd year 
of Meri, and the amount—z0,902 yea—for the 
gist year was incladed in Class IV. of Extra- 
ordinary Expenditures. 

Owing to the limited area of cemeteries for 
foreigners ia Hiogo prefecture, a new establish: 
ment became necessary, and a sum of 28 642 
yen for this purpose was inserted in Class IV., 
Extraordinary Expenditure. 




















Finance Department. 
11.—Formosan Affairs Bureag, 

The above Bureau having been established 
in accordance with Imperial Ordinance No 
295 of the 30th year of Meiji, an ontly of 
25 040 yen was included in Class X. of the Ex 
traordinary Section of the Estimates, 

13 —Extension of covered places and platforms 
at Kobe Custom House. 

As it has become necessary to extend the cover- 
ed sheds, and platforms for dealing with articles 
of export and import, in view of the large de- 
velopment of trade in Kobe, the total cost of 
the work, 168,575 yen, was introduced as a 
charge to be continuously defrayed until the 
32nd year of Afeij, and a sum of 32,C00 yen 
tor the 3tst year was included in Class IIL, 
Extraordinary Expenditures. 

13.—Revision of the System of Taxation in 

Okinawa Prefecture. 

In order to revise the system of land and 
general taxation in Okinawa, expenses amount. 
ing to 23 412 yen were included in Class IT. of 
the Extraordinary Estimates. 


Wak Department. 
14.—Relief of the Gendarmerie in Formosa. 
The term of service of the non commission. 


ed officers and first class men of the Gend 
Te Corps despatched to Formosa in the 


agth year of Meiji, expired during the current 
fiscal year, and a sum of 211,382 yew for the 
cost of their relief and return to their native 
prefectures was included in Class IIl., Extra- 
ordinary Expenditure. 

15,—Construction of Batteries. 

A sum of 487.373 yen being required for 
Strengthening the batteries in Tsushima, the 
cluded as continuing expenses for 
four years. The first installment, for the 31st 
iz., 125,800 yen, was therefore entered in 
Class I., Extraordinary Expenditure, 

The construction of batteries for the protec- 
tion of Kelung and the Pescadores requires an 
outlay of 457,360 yen for the former and of 
456,320 yen for the latter, to be defrayed in four 
yearly installments. ‘The first installments, for 
the 3tst year, amounting to 81,840 yen for Ke- 
lung and 81,580 yen for the Pescadores, were 
included in Class 1, Extraordinary Expenditure. 

The batteries to be constracted in Tsu- 
shima, Kelung, and the Pescadores necessitated 
the manufacture of arms and ammunition to 
fit them out at a cost of 2,401,633 yen., to be de- 
frayed in four yearly installments, the first por- 
tion of which, for the 31st year—600,430 yen— 
was included in Class I, Extraordinary Ex- 
penditure. 

16,—Repairs of Buildings and Purchase of 

Stores. 

Along with the construction of batteries in 
Tsushima, Kelumg and the Pescadores, the 
construction of barracks, as well as provi- 
sion of stores, became indispensable, and the 
expel for the preliminary equipment being 
required to the amount of 820,191 yen, in five 
yearly installments, a sum of 332,001 yen for 
the 31st year was introduced in Class IV, Ex 
traordinary Expenditure. 

17.—Reconstruction of Shooting Ranges for 

the Regiments in Tokyo. 

Owing tothe development of the range of fire- 
arms, bullets were often found to travel beyond 
the shooting ranges, causing no little damage 
to the neighbourhood, and the reconstruction 
of these ranges became a matter of absolnte 
necessity. The gross cost of the work was esti- 
mated at 479.386 ven as continuing expenses till 
the 3and year, the first installment of which, for 
the grat year, waa included in Clase IL, Exira- 



























ordinary Fxpenditure. 

be Nava DepaRTMENT. 

18,—Despatch of Artisans Abroad, 

The necessity for despatching artisans to fo- 
reign countries for the purpose of obtaining a 
practical knowledge of shipbuilding and the 
manufacture of arms led to an ontlay of 64.453 
yen being required in three yenrly installments. 
Of the first of these, 145,161 ve, for the 3rst 
year, was included in Class XIL, Extraordinary 
Expenditure. 


19.—Coke Manufactory. 

Since ordinary coal is unfit for direct use in 
military or naval purposes on account of its be- 
ing smoky and soft, the establishment of a coke 
factory became indispensable, the estimated cost 
of which was 393.333 yen, to be disbursed in 
three successive years, and the first installment, 
for the 31st year, amounting to 145,168 yen. 
was included in Class XII., Extraordinary Ex- 
penditare. 


10,—Reconstruction of No, 1 Dock, Sasebo. 
Slight cracks having appeared in the cement- 
ed portion of the walls of the No. 1 Dock at 
Sasebo Admiraity Station, defensive measures 
were adopted, but the crack having gradually 
extended to the side walls, the use of the 
dock had to be suspended, and radical repairs 
became absolutely indispensable. The work 
was estimated to cost 573.705 yen, which might 
be defrayed in three yearly installments, A 
sum of 160,500 yen, representing the rat in- 
stallment for the 3rst year, was therefore i 
cluded in Class XIIL, Extraordinary Ex- 
pendilure. 
Juvicrat Dararrwent. 
22,—Increase of Public Prosecutors and of 
Salaries for Clerks. 
As it was found to be of paramount importance 
nal from 
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to distribute Public Prosecutors among various 
local Courts where such officers had not pre- 
viously been appointed, and also to increase the 
salaries of Clerks, a sum of 273 828 yen, cover- 
ing the whole expenditure, was included in 
Claes II, Ordinary Expenditures. 


23.—Rebuilding of the Kobe District Court. 


A sum of 296,994 yem is required for the 
reconstruction of the Kobe District Court, to be 
disbursed iu four yéarly installments, The first 
amount, 66,162 yen, for the 31st year, was in- 
cluded in Class I. Extraordinary Expenditures. 

Evucationat DerartMunt. 
24.—Revision of Official Organization and 
other matters. 

For the establishment of a Practical Education 
Bureau and Library, in accordance with the 
revised organization of the Department, and to 
carry out alterations in the personne! and in the 
ranks of officials, an outlay of 30,563 yen was 
introduced in Class I. Ordinary Expenditures, 

In view of the necessity for increasing the 
number of teachersand officers and their salaries, 
for the varions government schools, and of in- 
creased expenditure consequent upon the in- 
crease in the number of students in each school, 
a sum of 258,835 ven wae inserted in Class IV, 
of the Ordinary Estimates. 

25.—Reconstructions of Class-rooms. 


Necessity having arisen for constructing class 
rooms for instruction in anatomy, pathology, 
and medicine in the Medical Section of the Im- 
perial University, a gross sum of 414,600 
yen, to be defrayed in six yearly installments, 
was set dawn in Class 1,Extraordinary Expendi- 
ture, the amount for the 3tst year being fixed 
at gooo yen. The construction of increased 
class-rooms and workshops forthe Tokyo Tech- 
nical School necessitated an outlay of 254,765 
yen, payable in five years, the rst installment for 
the 31st year being 30,000 yen, which sum was 
inserted in Class I, Extraordinary Expenditure. 

A sum of 79,915 ven, to be defrayed in three 
pearly installments, was needed for the esta- 
blishment of a shipbuilding section in the 
Osaka Engineering School. The first install- 
ment for the 31st year, amounting to 15,00c 
yen was inserted on Class IV, Extraordinary 
Expenditure. 
26.—Representation of Japan at the Fourth In- 

ternational Zoological Council. 

In order to despatch commissioners to the 
Fourth International Zoological Council to be 
held at Cambridge in September of the 3rst 
year of Meifi, expenses amounting to 7,000 yen 
are required and the sum was inserted in Class 
VIII. Extraordinary Expenditure, 





AGRICULTURAL AND CoMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT. 
27.—Revision of Official Organisation 

The revision of the official organisation of 
the Agricultural and Commercial Department 
having led to the establishment of the Com- 
mercial, Industrial, and Marine Products 
Bureaus, in consequence of which alterations 
in official personnel and ranks became neces 
sary, the number of officers was increased owing 
to the expansion of both commercial and in- 
dustrial affairs, an outlay of 45,512 yen as 
expenses for the same was inserted in Class I., 
Ordinary Expenditure. 

28,—Lncrease of Mine’s Superintendence 

Offices. 

The establishment of a new office for the 
above requires an outlay of 15,505 yen, and 
the item has been included in Class III., Ordi- 
nary Expenditures, 
29.—Inspection of Stud Sires and Silk Worm 

Eggs. 

Owing to the promulgavion of the Laws for 
the inspection of Stud Sires and Silk-worm Eggs, 
an expenditure of 114,507 was inserted in Class 
X, and Class XIL, Ordinary Expenditures, 

30.—Encouragement of Deep Sea Fishing. 

The establishment of the Law for the E 
couragement of Deep Sea Fishing has necessi- 
tated a disbursement of 74,149 ven, and a vote 
therefor was included in Class XI., Ordinary 
Expenditures. 
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31.—The periodical inspection of Weights 

and Measures. 

In order to undertake the inspection of 
weights and measures throughout the empire. 
in accordance with the Law for Weights 
and) Measures and with Imperial Or- 
dinance No, 116 of the goth year of MMer;i, it 
became necessary to make certain allowances to 
vatious local government offices. A sum of 
392,070 yen for this-purpose was estimated as a 
continuing outlay to be made till the 32nd fiscal 
year, the first installment, for the 31st year, be- 
146,720 yen, which was inserted in Clasa VII. 
Extraordinary Expenditures. 

32.—Compensation for the prohibition of 

cutting trees in Preserved Forests. 

Compensation being needed in regard to the 
prohibition of cutting trees in Preserved Forests, 
in accordance with the Forestry Law, an esti- 
mate of 4.530 yen was included in Class X., 
Extraordinary Expenditures, 
33-—Restoration of Government Forests in the 

Copper Mining District of Ashio. 

The restoration of Government forests at 
Ashio required an outlay of 46,400 yen, which 
was inserted as a separate item in Class XI 
Extraorninary Expenditure. ‘ 

34.—International Fishery Exhibition, 

As commissioners are to be despatched to 
the above Exhibition to be held in Berlin in 
May of the 3181 year of AMei/i, expenses to the 
amount of 15,632 yen are required, this sum, 
therefore, was inserted in Class XII. Extraor- 
dinary Expenditure. 

35.-—Special Investigation of State Forests. 

Expenses amounting to 45,297 yew for the 
investigation of the forests to be dispensed with 
by the Government were noted in Class XIII. 
Exiraordinary Expenditure, 

















CHRISTMAS IN POOREST 
YOKOHAMA. 
= Saal 
(contRipuTaD) 

For this Chrisimas, we had 11 yen and some 
clothing contributed by kind friends of the. 
poor; and a list of persous known to be ii 
actual distress. Our Santa Claus spent hall 
the money in a blanket and cotton flannel cloth, 
and started, She visited first a blind man, for- 
inerly a teacher, whose wife, unused to mannal 
labour, finds great difficulty in “ keeping the 
wolf from the door;"” their joy over the warm 
blanket and flannel was mote than compensa- 
tion for all the trouble, but she hastened on to 
where an old woman of seventy-nine, crippled 
with rheumatiam, was lying in hopeless pain, 

Next, to a poor, blind, old woman whose 
invalid son is in the charity hospital. She having 
no fire in her house, had started to find a warmer 
place in the suush'ne, but, having no one to 
lead her, had fallen and hurt her knee badly ; 
she was suffering from the pain as well as from 
the cold and hunger. 

Another poor woman, not on the list, was 
found in the street, in very sad straits, Her 
husband, unable to pay his sent, had ran away 
leaving her in delicate health and with a child 
of three to care for; the irate landlord refusing 
to let her stay longer in the house, she had left 
it for the streets, but a night out of doors had 
nearly been their death, and she was in despair. 

The next was a poor widow with four child- 
ren, Her husband, a jinrikisha man, had earn 
ed enough for their needs from day to day; 
but, in his effort to get enough ahead for the 
extras needed in the New Year, he had run too 
bard; and died suddenly—of heart failure— 
in December. She is earning six sen per day, 
and her little daughter of cight, three sen, em- 
broidering handkerchiefs. 

‘The list included several others, a blind girl; 
an old woman deserted by her grand-danghter: 
a scissors grinder and his wife, forced by hi 
sickness to sell all their poor belonging 
tag-picker, whose eyesight had failed him; an 
old man, struggling hard to support his two 
orphaned grand-children, aged five and seven; 
and an old man, helpless from rheumatism— 











were all remembered ; and it was worth a great 
deal, the acting Santa Claus declared, to bring 
alittle joy into such poor homes. The grati- 
tude of all, especially the poor women in the 
stree!, was almost painful; the rest of the 
mouey was spent in food and fuel; and in the 
one case, in providing temporary lodgings. 

We feel sure that ail who contributed in any 
way (the money was almost entirely given in 
the boxes kindly allowed for charity in the 
Grand and Club Hotels, in Nishimura’s Hotel, 
the Station, and the Beverly House), muat have 
found their own Christmas the sweeter for 
having done so; certainly we, who had the 
pleasure of seeing the needs and giving the 
gifts, voted it the very best Christmas we had, 











CALENDARS. 
-——+ 

The Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s Calendar for 
1898 is certainly “a thing of beauty.” On the 
face of a neutral-tinted caid of spacious dimen- 
sions we have an exceedingly pretty sea-scape 
in a fan-shaped frame, a circular medallion 
enclosing pink and white cherry-petals in a blue 
field, and a square calendar printed in white on 
a coffee-bean ground, The heading consists 
of the company’s title in English and Japanese 
under crossed flags, and the tail-piece, to use a 
technical expression, is a tastefully arranged 
statement of the services performed by the 
Kaisha’s steamers, 74 in number with a gross 











tonnage of 210,000 tons, This is certainly the 
prettiest and most artistic calendar among the 
many that we have received this year, Mr. 
Ogawa, of Tokyo, who is responsible for the 
chromo-collotype, deserves the highest credit for 
the technique of the work, The design, we pre- 
sume, is due to some of the Company’s officers, 


Messrs. Bagnall & Hilles, Importers of and 
Contractors for all kinds of Electrical Apparatus 
and Machinery, have sent out a calendar which 
is a very pretiy specimen of designing. It is 
in the form of a Japanese Xaée-ji, or scroll pic- 
ture, the calendar being at the bottom, in a 
frame flanked by two puppies to typify the zodia- 
cal relation of 1898, The name and description 
of the Firm occupy the centre of the scroll, and 
in the remaining portion pictorial medallions 
and plum sprays are gracefully disposed. The 
printing and lithographing have been done at the 
office of the Box of Curios, and they deserve 
unstinted praise. The designer is evidently a 
Japanese artist He seems to have been a liitle 
puzzled about the tint and dimensions of the 
bordet—always a subject of perplexity—and we 
are not sure that he has entirely succeeded. 
But perhaps such a reflection is hypercritical. 
At all events, the exsemd'e is pieasing, and 
one is obliged to confess that the capacities of 
Tokyo and Yokohama for art work of this 
nature are thoroughly attested by the calenders 
of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha—spoken of above 
—and Messrs, Bagnall and Hilles. 





Although not belonging strictly to the cate. 
gory of calendars, Mr. S, Iida’s decorative card 
for the New Year demands a word of com- 
mendation. Most, if not all, of our reader 
know the celebrated silk store in Kyoto called 
“Takashimaya,” of which the proprietor is Mr, 
S. lida; the store where so many beautiful ob- 
jects in the shape of embroideries, cut velvets, 
brocades and so forth are always to be seen. 
Mr. Iida's card, whereon, in the quaint phrase- 
ology from which English. speaking Japanese find 
such difficulty in escaping, he ‘hopes you may 
have a Happy New Year and that all things 
may prosper to you,” has for device a congeries 
of overlapping rectangular medallions of various 
sizes and varions colours—red, yellow, blue, 
green, and white—, each enclosing an advertise- 
ment of his business, the whole -set ina field 
of black profusely over-spread with clusters of 
cherry petals in silver, It isa gay and pretty 
conception, and we feel at once grateful and 
hopeful when we read the legend, * With many 
thanks for your past favours, expecting you for 
your future orders.” 


The South British Insurance Company 
adheres to ifs partimlarly neat and serviceable 
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form of calendar, the characteristic feature of 
which is that it is made to look like a frame 
of solid leather supporting a block calendar in 
a silver case. These calendars, though the 
Company is kind enough to send out fresh 
copies every year, are, in fact, perennially useful 
week-days, numerals, and months being in- 
dependently shiftable, The local agents are 
Messrs. Smith Baker & Co., and the Company, 
with a capital of £1,900 000, his a record of 
losses paid aggregating £2,982,725 since 1872. 


The Calendar of the Lion Fite Insurance 
Company, of which the local agents are Messrs. 
Dodwell, Carlill & Co., is in the old familiar 
form, a magnificent head of the monarch of beasts 
overlooking @ subscribed capital of £739,000. 


The Royal Exchange Life, Fire and Sea 
Assurance Company is one of the veterans of 
its class, It was established in 1720, and it has 
paid claims totalling thirty-eight millions sterl- 
ing. Its funds exceed four millions sterlin, 
and the local agents are Messrs. Butterfield and 
Swire. The calendar is of simple but very taste 
ful design. A statue of the Queen occupies the 
centre, and is flanked by circular medallions, 
enclosing exterior and interior views ot the 
Royal Exchange (where the Company has its 
offices), the medallions being framed with floral 
wreathes and arabesques which are led thence 
in graceful curves along the borders of the 
sheet. The colours are soft and skilfully 
blended. ‘These calendars bear eloquent 
testimony to the progress made in the ait of 
decorative designing within the past |wenty years. 











VERNACULAR FOURNALS. 
eats 
An interesting list of vernacular newspapers 
which circulate a minimum aggregate of a 
million copies annually is given by the Yapanese 
Statistician, A total sale of a million copies 
signifies a daily circulation of about three 
thousand four hundred. The list is this:— 
NAME OF PAPER. ‘TOTAL ANNUAL SALES. 

























cories. 
Voroau Choho sssssesesse 24,458,240 
Chuo Shimbun 21,026,920 
Shogyo Shimpo 14,704,355 
Tokyo Asahi 13,712,145 
Miyako Shimbun, se 10,926,077 
Kokumin Shimbun 10,801,601 
Yamato Shimbun 8,176,286 
Jije Shimpo 75133,868 
Hochi Shiubun , 6,309,062 
Yomiuri Shimbun 5,031,800 
Nippon... $1506,057 
Nichi Nicht Shimbun 5,480,909 
Meiji Shimbun 41782,203 
Mainichi Shimbun 455294745 
Yeiri Nippo 315 10,410 
Taiyo... 2,162,140 
Beikyo Shimpo. 2,083,499 
Shonen Sekat , 1,582,770 
Shikys Shimpo 1,447,533 
Shajt 1,154,500 


The figures are in some respects surprising. 
We can not tell how far they may be trusted. 


EUROPEAN COALITION AGAINST 
ENGLAND. 











+ 

Reuter sends the following to 7he 7imes from 
St. Petersburg, under date of Nov. 19'h 
“ Prince Mestchersky, aging editor of the 
Grashdanin, who lately visited Paris with the 
object of enlisting the support of French politi- 
cians and journalists in advocating the idea of a 
rapprochement between France, Russia, and 
Germany as directed against Great Britain, ad 
mits ina lever writen to his newspaper that 
every one in Paris, without distinction of party, 
whom he addressed on the subject positively de- 
clined to lend countenance to any such scheme 
Prince Mestchersky recognizes that his efforis 
have not met with a merely temporary check, 
aud expresses his firm conviction that no rap 
prochement between France and Germany will 
be possible, even through the intermediary of 
Russia, so long as the question of Alsace. 
Lorraine subsists, and this i spite of the hos- 
tility felt by a great part of the French public 
towards Great Britain,” 















ZAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS, 
ep 
The foreign trade of Formosa, the Fiji says, 
is increasing satisfactorily, Tuvestigations made 
by the Governor-General’s Office show the im- 
ports and exports from January to October last 
to have been as follow :— 
goth Years. agth Yenrs, Increase. 
Yen. Yen, 








Exports 11,469 735 0,876,349 1,503 386 
Imports 10,343,204 7,103,001 2,239,536 
Customs receipts... 013,073 691,118 | 78,045 

Thus the imports and exporty for the 


goth year amounted altogether 10 21,812,939 
yen, showing an increase of 4 832,923 yen, or 
28 per cent. over the previous year. 

The increase of exports is chiefly attributable 
to six new poris being opened to trade, in 
consequence of which shipments of tice and 
tea have especially increased. ‘The imports 
appear lo have increased partly on account of 
the opening of the additional ports to special 
importand export and partly {rom great improve- 
ment in the export from China of colton 
fubrics, pigs, kerosene oil, cut tobacco, opium, 
aud lumber, ‘The customs receipts have, to a 
certain extent, decreased, but if the import 
duty on opiam be subsiracied from the amount 
the balance remaining, 611,748 yen, shows an 
increase of 111,870 yen over the previous year, 
The staple imports except rice and shirtings, 
are all on the increase, particularly Chinese 
cotton fabrics, pigs, cut tobacco, &c. In the 
staples of export a decrease is noticeable in 
camphor, sugar, and fruit, but tice and 
tea have largely increased, The export of 
coins totalled 3,018,270 yen, indicating an 
increase of 377,094 yen on the 1,641,176 
yen of the previous year. The import of coins 
aggregated 5,507,436 yen, an increase of 
607.796. yen on the figures 4,899,690, yen for 
the previous year, 





The Chuo states that at the meeting of prac- 
tical business men held on the night of the 5th 
instant at the Mitsui Assembly Hall, Marquis 
Ito, in the course of his speech remarked :— 
Ever since my teturn from Europe last year I 
have been honoured with frequent invitations 
from the practical business community of Tokyo. 
But my stay in the capital having been very 
short, I was unable to fix a day for meeting 
them, It gives me great pleasure now to accept 
the cordial invitation of the practical business 
gentlemen, and to listen to their discussion of 
financial topics. While I was yet in retirement 
L found the Cabinet resolved upon resignation, 
to my great surprise, I have in consequence 
received an Imperial message on the sub 
ject, and am exercising all my energy to obey 
it, Tcannot as yet taik to you abont all my 
thoughts and designs, Nor is it possible for me 
to furnish you with stories of my European trip 
that would prove of any interest. T have no lei 
sure to do this, and it is with great regret that | 
have to decline your request fora speech, Yet 
L have the pleasure to say one word here in 
parting with Major Monzow, and request your 
attention to it, In my east tip to Europe in 
company with Psince Arisugawa, the country in 
which I first arrived was France, from whence I 
proceeded 10 England. Retuning again to 
France, I made a trip to Ltaly, Austria, and 
Belgium, In the course of these travels I 
entered thrice into France, Each time I was 
most hospitably treat d by the President, the 
Mimister tor Foreign Affairs, and other dis. 
tinguished personages Nothing indeed was 
wanting in the way of my entertainment. I 
recollec’, with deep gratinde, the rare hos 
pitality thus shown to me, and at the same time 
Thave also to remember that France is the centre 
of the fine arts and the financial administration 
of Europe. The Marquis then took cordial leave 
of Major Monzun, 





‘The fees for special permission to land or ship 
goods, and for the speciai opening of the Cus 
tom House or its sub-offices in Formosa have 
been fixed as follow :— 


Fees for special permission to open the Cus- 





tom House or its sub-offices in Formosa on 


gle : 





ordinary and special days :—Vessels of foreign 
model—From 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 30 yen; fom 4 
p.m, to 12 midnight, 90 yen; from 4 p.m, and 
after midnight, 190 yen ; from sunrise to 10 a,m., 
40 yen. 

Note.--This last provision, however, does 
not apply to cases when the Houseis kept open 
from the previous day, 

Vessels of Chinese style—From sunrise to 10 
a.m, and from 4 p.m. to sunset, § yew per hour ; 
from sunset till sunrise, 7.50 yen. 

Fees for special permission to open the Cus- 
tom House or its sub-olfices on holidays and 
other special occasions :— 

Vessels of foreign style—From 10 a.m. to 4 
p.ni., 50 yen ; from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 80 yen ; 
from ro a.m, till 12 p.m., 140 yen; from 10 
a.m, andafter midnight, 240 yen ; [rom sunrise 
lo 10 a.m., 40 yen. 

Note.—This last provision does not apply to 
cases when the House is kept open from the 
previous day. 

Vessels of Chinese style.~From sunrise till 
sunset, 7.50 yen, 

The Fees for the discharge or shipment of 
cargo on ordinary days are calculated from 
sunset to sunrise, 3 yen per hour, for veesele of 
foreign style, and 1.50 yen for those of Chinese 
style. The fees on holidays are from sunset to 
suutise, 2 yen per hour, for vessels of foreign 
style, and 1 yen and 1.50 yen respectively for 
those of Chinese style. 











Since the Industrial Bank opened on August 
2nd up till the end of December, applications for 
loans poured in so continuously that the Bank 
found it impossibie to comply with all demands, 
its capital being insufficient. Great discri- 
mination was therefore made, only the most 
trustworthy securities being accepied. OF the 
sum of 1,376,503 yen issued, 206.703 yen was 
loaned to public corporations, 353,200 yen to 
agriculturalists, and 816,600 yen to industrial 
companies. Loans which the Bank declined 

ted to 2,708,888 yen, while further appli- 
for 2,016,818 yew are still under con- 
Loans having been issued to the 
amonnt of 1,376,503 yen, the balance remain- 
ing of the paid-up capital does not exceed 
1,120 000 yen. Even this will be disbursed in 
loans within a few months, and then the Bank 
will be obl ged to issue bonds. But there is 
scarcely any room for doubt, as the bonds are of 
100 yen face value owing to the existing Bank 
regulations, that a widespread subscription is 
impossible. The regulations will therefore have 
to be revised to allow of the issue of bonds of 50 
yen face value, The subscriptions for the first 
period will amount to two million yen, steps to 
that effect being taken early in March. The rate 
of interest on loans redeemable at fixed periods 
will be nine per cent., and on loans payable in 
yearly installments eigit per cent, 








According to the Fiji, the number of post 
offices throughout the empire (Formosa ex- 
cepted) in Murch last year totalled 3,725 ; 
postal agencies and savings bauks aggregated 
551, making a total of 4276. The average 
area of each postal district extended over five 
square miles, comprising average populations of 
9.988. Postal routes measmed 12 748 ri, of 
which 11.769 ré represented ordinary roads and 
979 ri railways, the whole distance being 
14.736,139 ri. 


Statistics published in the Nicht Nichi show 
that the amount of foreign and domestic loans 
raised from the 3rd year of Afedi (1870) till 
June 1897 reached 638,733,500 yen, of which 
263,160,917 yen were redeemed between 1872 
and 1697, the balance remaining being 375,- 
572.582 yen. Loans to be raised during the 
3181 fiscal year are estimated al 41,582,500 yen, 
and the amount to be appropriated for redemp- 
tion of bonds and payment of interest is 
32 087,006 yen. 


The scheme for the establishment of a Russo- 
Korean Bank was recently consummated and 
the president is now staying in Sdal to make 
Wecessary arrangements for organisation, 
The objects of the Bank, according to 





UNIV 


rumours circulating in Korea, are—to raise a 
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loan in Russia for the benefit of Korea; to 
secure the management and cyntrol of the 
Customs revenue, and ofall other funds coming 
into the Treasury. 


According to the Zokyo Shimbun conver- 
tible notes issued up to the end of last year 
reached 220 million yen, while the issue above 
the legal limit aggregated a little less than 50 
millions. Compared with 198 millions issued 
atthe end of the 29th year, the amount shows 
an increase of 27,880,000 yen, which clearly 
proves how brisk the money market was in 
December. On the 4th instant, however, the 
Nippon Ginko is reported to have received a 
million yes in repayment of loans, and it is 
expected that a gradual return of funds will now 
take place. 


According to the Toke? Shushi (Statistical 
Magazine) income taxes received during the 
past ten years were as follow: — 1887, 
80,383.330 yen; 1888, 80 860.755 yen; 1889, 
78,881.863 yen; 1890, 81,047.372 veu; 181, 
82,059.320 yen; 1892, 83 453.130 yen; 1893. 
91.313-444 Yen; 1894, 99.470.716 Yen; 1895, 
107,553.679 ¥en; 1896, 127,250.758 yen. 








The foreign trade of Japan for December last 
as compiled by the Finance Department is as 
follows :—Exports in December, 16,275,762 
yen; up till November, 146,859,206 yen; total, 
163,134,968 yen; imports for December, 
19,170,103 yen ; up till November, 200,130,665 
yen, making a total of 219,300,768 yen. The 
Aggregate total of imports and exports for Decem- 
ber were 35 445,865 yen, and until November 
346,989,871 yen, making a total of 382,435.730 
yen, The excess of imports amounted for the 
goth year to 56,165,800 yen, of which 2,894.341 
yen represent the figures for December, and 
53,271,459 yen the total up till November. The 
export and import of gold and silver aggregated 
19,219,163 yen and 81,466,74 yen respectively, 
the excess of exports in December last having 
reached 5,854,180 yen. The excess of imports. 
however, amounted (o 68,601,730 xen up till 
November, increasing to 62,247,550 yen by the 
end of the month, 





Investigations conducted by the Bank of 
Japan and published in the Zokyo Keisai Zasshi 
give the prices of domestic staples ay below :— 

Decembe , November, December, 
3897. 1897. 1896, 



















227 185 

243 204 

242 212 

213 129 

22 200 

205 = 

Aliso (bean sauce). 200 159 
Wood 204 304. = 
Leathe: 186 184 169 
Oil cake 185 185 169 
Charcoal 181 180 190 
Glass panes 179 179 134 
Manures 159 156 141 
Sugar 151 14t = 
Fowls (for food) 134 129 170 
TER iieseriniscees 127 127 120 
Vegetable Wax. 125 125 118 
123 121 125 

120 120 106 

1 109 118 

108 108 - 

297 309 219 

246 257 207 

202 207 190 

200 202 199 

197 198 159 

1 250 203 

9900COBo7e 

153 156 122 

133 138 140 

132 134 105, 

Yams, imp 126 130 123, 
Bleached cotton cloth ,,, 122 123 120 
Cotton yarns 117 122 
Raw lacquer 5 109 
Lining stu .. 103 102 
Rice bran... = 159 
Japanese cut tobacco , - 106 
Hemp... - _ 133 
Average 7 174 153 





(N. B.—Iu this calculation, prices of com- 





modities in January of the 2oth of Meiji| Nagasaki Shimpo says, be open to the public 
(1887) are taken at 100), The adore ped en ext, ai 
Digittzed 





commodities in December last year exceeded 
72 per cent. as compared with Jannary, 1887, 
but a fall of 2 per cent, is noticeable as con. 
pared with the previous mouth. It may be 
worth while to give below the average values of 
commodities for cach of the past ten years, and 
in cach mouth of the 3oth year :— 
Average pice. 30th year. 
103. j 


Averme price, 
1887. 
1888 .. 








160 
. 163 
+173 
74 
1897 172 


Prices last year had an upward tendency, the 
influences of the previous year being still power. 
ful. Although they fell slightly in June and 
July, they again began to rise in August, cul 
iminating in November. By December, how- 
ever, a tendency to fall became apparent, and 
was regarded as @ most pleasing phenomenon, 
Nevertheless, the volume of currency still con- 
tinges to augment. 





The Sun publishes the figures of rice produc 
tion aud the market prices during the past ten 
years: — “ 

Meiji 
2oth year , 

in. 8 
” 





Koku. 
39 999.199 
38.645 582 
33 007.566 
43.037 809 
38,123,548 
41,378.956 
37.199 663 
41,805,895 
39,878,629 
30.199 771 


The public, says the Michi Michi, were dis- 
posed lo attribute the present depression in the 
financial world (o three causes—the expansion 
of currency, the augmentation of Government 
undertakings, and the boom in industrial enter- 
prises. Different opinions were expressed and 
different schemes for amelioration were propos- 
ed. The number of artisans or workmen 
of various callings employed on continuing 
works undertaken by the Government is report- 
ed to aggregate 38,840,003 for the 30th fiscal 
year and 37,790,016 for the 31st. If the work. 
ing days of each labourer are 300 per year, the 
amount of wages to be paid will not. fall 
short of 18,185,136 yen for the 3oth year, and 
16,822,761 yen for the 31st. 














HIGHWAY ROBBERF IN YOKOHAMA. 
oe 

A young man named Massey, a Syrian by 
birth, who arrived here by the City of Peking, 
was set upon by a gang of Japanese footpads 
in Honmura, near the bridge by the Engine 
and Iron Works, on Saturday afiernoon, beaten 
insensible and robbed of $80 in gold. It appears 
that the young man entered an exchange shop in 
Honmura Road and changed some money, of 
which he put. $80 in a handkerchief in his trou- 
sers pocket, while he had $400 more in a belt 
round his waist. It seems that he was watched 
coming out of the exchange shop by some 
toughs who followed him and after he had 
crossed the bridge they jostled against him 
and then set upon him with stones, rendering 
the poor fellow insensible, When he came 
to his senses he found that the $80 had been 
taken from his pocket, but the $409 in his 
belt was safe. He took a sinrihisha and pro- 
ceeded to report the assault and robbery to the 
police, but was sent from one station to another 
until, accompanied by Mr. Scidmore of the U.S, 
Consulate, he went to the Central Station, where 
the matter is now being investigated. 




















The Nagasaki Telephone Exchange, now in 
course of construction at Deshima, will, the 


KOREAN ITEMS. 
= SF: = 

There was arumour in circulation recently to 
the effect that the editor of the S6ul Jndepen- 
dent found himself in danger of being deport- 
ed, or, at all events, compelled to abandon the 
field of journalism. His “suppression” 
generally believed to be an outcome of Russian 
influence, for the Great Northern Autocrat is 
not always well disposed to “ pestilential pen- 
men.” The rumour had no sequel. It expi 
quietly, and we remain to this day uncertain 
about its truth, But on examining the latest 
numbers of the Jndependent, we are siruck by 
the fact that the tone of the paper has under- 
gone a radical change. From time to time in 
the past we have commented on the extraordi- 
nay measure of liberty enjoyed by it. Scarcely 
an issue lacked some communication or some 
paragraph laying grievous accusations at official 
doors or recounting incidents highly unfavour- 
able to the reputation of the Administration. 
Sometimes. as we took occasion to remark, the 
limits of wise discretion seemed to be exceed- 
ed. The correspondence columns of the paper 
were thrown open without restraint to persons 
writing anonymously fiom the provinces, and 
bringing charges of the most injurious charac- 
ter against local officials of high rank. That 
sort of thing could scarcely be suffered patient- 
ly anywhere, and everybody must have been 
inclined to think that freedom of speech would 
have had a better chance of longevity in Korea 











-|if its youth had been less lusty and scif-asser- 


tive, “Still the Zndependent was a most whole- 
some and comfortable production, entirely free, 
80 far as the editorial department was concern- 
ed, from every trace of malice or prejudice. 
But suddenly, as we have said, the tone of the 
paper has changed, From the four numbers 
now before us every trace of criticism, comment 
or reflection unfavourable to officialdom has been 
expunged. The alteration may be a pure acci- 
dent, We hope so, But it looks very much 
as though the editot’s lease of journalistic life 
had been prolonged on condition that he ex- 
changed his fine courage of outspokenness for 
the bated breath of a muzzled observer, That 
would be indeed a pity and a misfortune: 


The Japanese residents of Chemulpo have 
obiained permission to extend the water front- 
age of their settlement 175 feet sea-ward, and 
it is thought possible that the bund of the foreign 
settlement may be made to match. 


Mokpo does not seem to have attracied 
European or American enterprise as yet, but a 
number of Japanese houses are in process of 
construction there, 


We learn from the Zadependent that of the 
7o Korean youths studying m Tokyo, 24 have 
been required to retumm to their country, and 
the remainder are to continue their studies at 
their own expense, the allowance of 15 yen 
monthly hitherto made to them by the Korean 
Government being withdrawn from the end of 
last year. 


A Korean Privy Councillor has memorialized 
the Emperor to. make Lady Om Empress, in 
consideration of her virtues and of the fact that 
she recently presented his Majesty with a son, 
The Emperor, like Simon the Ceilarer, replied, 
in effect, that there was no hurry, 


The Emperor of Korea is receiving memo- 
rials advocating the capital punishment of Kim 
Yunsik, who was Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and Ye Singo, who was Grand Master of Cere- 
monies, at the time of the murder of the Queen 
in 1895. Kim is said to have seut a despatch 
to the Foreign Representatives, announcing 
that the Queen had been deprived of her rank, 
and Ve is charged with having written the royal 
decree that reduced her to the level of a co: 
mouer. The two statesmen have been banish- 
ed to Quelpart for life, but the Emperor eeems 
uncertain whether they should not be decapi- 
lated, 





The Communications Bureau in Soul bas 








compiled rules and regulations for establishing 
Hees Uuyoughout the country.  Tiporiant 
ae y Pe 
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Leanne eee eee 


districts are to have a daily delivery, and less 
populated places will get their letters every 
second or third day, [he magistrate of each 
district is to be post-master, and the head citi- 
zens are to do duty as postal clerk: There 
seems to be an artistic element of arbitrariness 
in the whole arrangement, for the rules direct 
that the head citizens are to be sent to already 
established post-offices to learn their duties, 
and no account whatever is taken of the wishes 
of the citizens themselves, 











Robberies with violence appear to be rife in 
the neighbourhood of Séul at present. 








CHINESE NEWS. 


+ 

A Catholic Church of exceptionally imposing 
dimensions was opened on the 2nd instant at 
a place some eight miles east of Shanghai. The 
exterior measurements of the building are 216 
ft. by 67 ft., with a transept of 129 ft. It is in 
the Gothic style, and the cost of building it was 
supplied entirely by M. Gouraud, whose brother 
is missionary of the district where the Church 
now stands. ‘The ceremony of dedication was 
performed by Mgr. Garnier. 














The Korean correspondent of the W.-C. 
Daily News writes :— 

Among all the Advisers employed by the Korean 
Government the most remarkable probably has 
been Dr. Philip Jaisoln, engaged in the United 
States for the high post he has filled. Dr, Jaisolin 
is a nativeborn Korean, being a member of ane 
of oldest and most aristocratic families of the Ko- 
tean nobility, His Korean name was Sd Jaispil, 
and he was one of the four leaders of the Progres- 
sive coup in 1884, which terminated so disasts ously 
for Korea andaliconcemed, Wah Kim Ok-kiun, 
Pak Ydng-ho, and Soh Kwampom he fled from 
Korea on the failure of the émeute and went to 
America where ability of a high oder and admire 
able pluck catied him over all difficulties. B: 
coming a natucalised citizen of the Republic, he 
secured a good classical and scientific education 
and graduated as a physician from Johns Hopkins 
University and enjoyed a luctative practice in 
Washington at the time of his call to his native 
land, Aside from his post as Adviser to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Commerce, and Public 
Works, he has edited on behalf of the gout of 
Korea the well-kuown paper Zhe Independent. Iw 
this paper he has fearlessly recorded the course of 
events, and especially has not failed to raise his 
voice against every deed of cruelly and oppression 
which came his notice. who 
came in for the featless editor's 
was Cho Pyeng-.ik, who is new at the hex 
everything in Korea. [tix now Mr. i 
and as Minister of F. » Affairs M 
ved notice on the Ami 





































Cho ser- 
‘an Minister that as De. 
Jaisohin had not been cecommended for his post 








ment, Korea would dispense 
‘0 this Dr. Allen replied | 
ent never recommends its citi= 
zens to other Governments for employment (an 
utterance of significant beating uw view of the 
actions of our friend fom the North), and that 
therefore no cause exists for the dismissal of De. 
Jaisohu, However, Li. Jaisoln’s cantract having 
ly eight years yet possibly the Korean 
ent could induce 0 vesign by off 
full for bis contract. This 

on-plussed Mr, Cho and noth. 





Gover 




















Go: 

ing him the salary 
action has rather 
ing more has been heard yet as to what they will 











do, [ think, however, they will pay the money in 
order to get sid of De. Jaisohn, for as a Korean 
said to me to-night :—* Jaisobn lets in too 
light on the way things ate going to suit the 
peror, Speyer, or Cho.” 











A correspondent of the V.-C. Daily News, 
writing from Post Arthur under date of Dec. 
2zgth, say 

Itis not accurate (o say that the Russians have 
taken Pot Asthar, sian ships are her 
in dock coating, one anchored in the harbou 
anchored outside, and two at Tali \ 
altogether have coaled here; they are encroach+ 
ing little by little; at first they coaled from out- 
side, but naw they go inside and have also an- 
chored inthe harbour. ‘The Russian Admiral told 
the Chinese General here to put all the Chinese 
men-of.war, of which there are only four, in the 
mouth of the harbour, as the English were com- 
ing with a fleet to take Part Arthur; and 
this advice was followed. H.M. 

























g, stayed only three hours, and 
went away ay vd there has been no other 
English man-of-war here until the avtival to day 
of the Immortalité and Iphigenia 
The Russians lave one vessel in the dockyard 
here being tepaived by the Chinese workmen, 
They are sounding all round the harbour, and 
4g out small marks. All telegrams they send 

ugh the Chinese General here, but the 
1 Military Attaché came here the other 
in a small” boat, and went back ag 
foo; he returned yesterday by the 
which called in here on purpose to land 
he is still here, hut so far no Russian soldiers have 
arrived. The Russian naval officers are very 
friendly with the Chinese, constantly inviting and 
entertaining them on board the Russian ships; 
but I fancy the Chinese see through this profuse 
courtesy. If an Englishman goes on shore, le is 
shadowed everywhere by Russian officers. A 
China Merchants’ steamer called in here the other 
day, two of her passengers came on shove for a 
stroll; they were followed everywhere by two 
Russian officers until they returned on board the 
vessel. The Russians tried to get the Chinese 
General to issue an order that no Englishmen 
would Le permitted to land here, 1 forgot to 
mention that the Russians are surveying Talien- 
with the reported intention of making that 
1 anchorage, but there are no signs of 
their leaving here ye 


Russians were 

























































BAZAAR IN TOKYO. 
wie gine 2 

We are asked to state that the sum taken al 
the Ladies Bazaar recently held in the Shorei- 
Kai Hall, Torano.non, Tokyo, in aid of the St. 
Hilda's Mission was 887.645 yen, the largest 
amount hitherto realized. The money was dis- 
tributed as follows : 


THE RECENT 








Yen. 












Si, Hilda's Medical Mission 639.145 

The Embroidery School 32 

The Orphanage, Nakano-cho 216.50 
The Members of St. Hilda’s ion beg to 
offer, through these columns, their hearty 





thanks to all who so kindly sted at the 


Bazaar. 
SCREENS. 
peta 

From a column of Zhe Times wholly devoted 
to advertising the goods of the great furnishers 
and upholsterers, Messrs. Hampton and Sons, 
we cut this :-— 

1 











Japanese Screens, sft. 6in 
fold, embroidered gold on 
105, 64) 195.04 






black ground, 





carved 


sold in 
London for 10/6 must have been purchased in 


We suppose that a screen which can be 


Japan for not more than 2 yen. That is some- 
thing to think of, A four-fold screen, covered 
with some kind of black silk on which a design 
is embroidered in gold, for 24 yen! 





NEWS UF THE WEEK. 





pea 

The Rev. Sidney Swann, formerly Chaplain 
of the Episcopal congregation in Kobe, has 
been appointed Vicar of Blackford, near 
Carlisle. 

Commodore Dewey, the newly appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of the American squad- 
ron in the Far East, hoisted his pennant on 
board the flagship Olympia on Jan. 3rd. 











From the latest pension figures. the New York 
World calculates that one in every seventy of 
the U.S. population is now on the pension roll 
“That is to say, of every fourteen families in 
the United States one family is partially or 
wholly supported by the Government.” 


The Pacific Mail Steamship China, on her 
last voyage from Yokohama to Honolulu, made 
the passage in 8 days, 6 hours and 15 minutes, 
having left here on the gth ultimo at 12.48 and 
arriving at Honolulu at 11.13 p.m. on the 16th, 
The following are the daily runs :—December 








400 knots, rith, grr knots; rath, 417 


gle i 


| death of th 


knots ; 13th, gor knots ; 14th, 400 knots ; 14th, 
400 knots; 15th, 404 knots; t6th, 400 knots 
16th, 160 knots,—3,393. Average, 17% knots, 





It is not improbable, says the W.-C. Daily 
News, that Mr. James B. Angell, formerly Com- 
missioner- Plenipotentiary to China, and now 
U.S. Minister to Turkey, will be transferred to 
Peking as U.S. Minister, in place of the present 
nominee, Colonel Bryan, 











We understand that, subject to andit, the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank will pay a 
dividend of £15/-per share, and add to Reserve 
Fand $10 lacs. (one million), and carry forward 
tonext half year $3 lacs, The Reserve Fund will 
then stand at $80 lacs. (dollars, eight million). 


On Sunday morning an alarm of fire in the 
Settlement was raised at about.5 o'clock and 
the bells rang out, but upon Superintendent 
Morgin, with a party of firemen, proceeding to 
the reported scene of the outbreak—No. 202 
Settlement—it was found to be 4 false alarm, 


‘The official trial trip of the new Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha steamship /neba Maru took place on 
Wednesday afternoon, under the command of 
Captain Bainbridge. The steamer made three 
upand down the Bay, the average speed 
being 14.211 knots an hour—considerably above 
the maximam officially required. 





In H.B.M.’s Courtat Kobe, on the rith inst., 
before Mr. J. Carey Hall, Consul and Judge, 
D. Kay, a seaman belonging to the ship Peter 
Iredale, was charged with refusal of duty, and 
Mr. Maxwell, boatswain of the ship Puritan, 
with absence without leave. Both men were 
convicted of the offence charged and sentenced 
to two weeks’ imprisonment, 





The personally of Sir Rutherford Alcock, 
K.C.B.,who died on Nov. 2, wassworn at £8,544 
118. 1d. His widow, Dame Lucy Alcock, is 
the executiix of the will, power being reserved 
to grant probate also to Mr. Edward Acres 
Bagshawe. Sir Rutherford Alcock left all of 
his real and personal estate to Lady Alcock 
absolutely, or, in the event of her death in his 
lifetime, then in trust for his stepdaughter, Amy 
Hemieita, wife of Sir Lewis Pelly. 





In connection with the death of Sir William 
Maxwell, Governor of the Gold Const, it is 
strange to note, says the Singapore Free Press, 
that all three sons of the late Sir Peter Benson 
Maxwell, have died within a year. First Mr. 
R. W. Maxwell, in England, then immediately 
afterwards Mr. F. O. Maxwell (of Sarawak), in 
Japan, and now Sir William Maxwell, the last 
survivor. Sir William Maxwell leaves a widow 
and a family of seven son 








A few months ago, a party of Barmese rebels, 
headed by a Buddhist monk, attacked the fort 
at Mandalay in Upper Burma, and committed 
murder in insurrection, which ended in the 
leader atid several of his follow- 
ers, Most of the rebels were captured. Their 
trial took place at Mandalay, last month, Judg- 
ment was delivered there on the 14th December. 
Out of the fourteen accused, thirteen were con- 
victed of waging war and of murder, ‘Twelve 
were sentenced to death, and one to transporta- 
tion for life; one was acquitted. 








The Sumatra, ftom Hongkong, reached | 
London on 28th Nov. with Mrs, Carew. She 
was in charge of ex-Sergeant Phelps and a 
wardress. The convict was allowed a certain 
amount of freedom on the voyage, and treated as 
a saloon passenger, but was not allowed to speak 
to other passengers on board,and was, of course, 
kept understrict surveillance, She was in fairly 
good health, but was placed in « special cell in 
the female infirmary of Holloway prison, where 
she was to remain about a week, when she was to 
be retnoved to Aylesbury Female Convict Prison, 








The Yokohama papers—remarks the Kobe 
Chronicle—quote a Kobe dispa’ch tothe Asahi 
to the effect that the British Consul has engaged 
two lawyers and that they are employed in the 





investigation of the administrative and police 
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systems with a view to postponing the operat 
the new Treaties, It need scarcely be 
there is no truth in this, The paragraph having 
been brought to the notice of the British Consul 
al this port, the Chronicle his authority for 
stating that it is a falsehood utterly without 
foundation. We (Zapan Mail) should have 
deemed such a canard scarcely worth con- 
tradiction, — 
Robert Henry Meade, whose death 
nounced by Reuter, had only recently retired 
from the position of Permanent Under Secretary 
for the Colonies, a post he had held since 1892. 
He was Registrar of the Order of St. Michael 
and St. George, being appointed in 1877. Pre. 
vious to that he was an Extra-Groom-in- Waiting 
to the Prince of Wales. ‘I'he late Uner-Secre- 
tary was born in 1835, being a son of the third 
Eatl of Clanwilliam. 
































Private advices from Hanoi, the China Mail 
says, state that the country round Hanoi isin a 
very unsettled condition, Chinese merchants from 
the surrounding districts are afraid of travelling 
to the capital, and there is a partial stoppage of 
trade with the provinces. Merchants will not 
order goods in large quantities ; and appear to 
be waiting for the restoration of order and the 
reassertion of the power of the Executive. Small 
hands of robbers ate still raiding the country, 
but the large predatory gangs have been broken 


up. 


The following paragraphs relating to Japan 
and Hawaii appear in President McKinley's 
latest Message to Congress :- 
1e questions which have arisen between Japan and 
y reason of the treatment of Japanese labourers 
ig to the island under the Hawaiian-Japanese 
convention of in a satisfactory stage vf settle 
ment by negotiation, This Government has not been 
invited to mediate, and, on the other hand, has sought no 
ervention in that matter further than to evince its 
kindliest disposition toward such a speedy and direct ad- 
justment by the two sovereign states interested as shall 
with equity and honour. 
































government 
'y of its purpose to deal with all possible 
in the broadest spirit of friendliness» 








A sad tragedy took place at Talay Buildings, |; 


Shanghai, on January 6th, when Mr. T. Eysel, 
the representative of Messrs. R. Telge & Co., 
shot himself through the head with a rifle, The 
deceased, says the W.-C Daily News. had been 
peculiar in his manner for some days, and 
noticing that be seemed worse on the 6th inst., 
a gentleman connected with the firm went to 
consult Mr, Eysel’s doctor, and on returning 
shortly before nine o’clock found the deceased 
sitting in a chair in his private office, dead. 
Beside him was a newly discharged rifle, with 
which he had blown out his brains. Mr. Eysel 
had for some time been suffering from delu: 
imagining that he had insulted people, and 
allowed this to prey on his mind to such an 
extent that it ended in his taking his life. 




















The Methodist General Missionary Confer- 
ence Committee, which met in Philadelph 
appropriated for the work of 1898 the sum of 
$1,129,910. Of this sum $577,480 was given 
to foreign missi vided as follows :—India, 
$129,066; Malaysia, $9,100; Germany, $36,- 
264; Switzerland, $7.395; Norway, $12,581; 
Sweden, $16,490; Denmark, $7,483; Finland 
and St. Petersburg, $4,585 ; Bulgaria, $9,000; 
Ttaly, $40,438 ; South America, $42,436 ; West- 
ern South America, $28,812 ; Mexico, $48,015 ; 
$14,250; China, $110,590; 
$47,000; Korea, $13,975. For domestic mi: 
sions, $151,876 was appropriated for non-Eng- 
lish-speaking missions, $7,411 for American 
Indians, $283,143 for English work. To mis- 
cellaneous objects $110,000 was devoted. 

















A telegram appearing in the Singapore Free 
Press, under date, Labuan, December 23rd, 
gives further particulars of Mat Salleh’s latest 
exploits. ‘The news runs :—‘ A special expedi- 
tion has been despatched by the British North 


Borneo Government against Mat Salleh, the 
it ty OS 


well-known outlaw,.under Ad) 





along with Messrs, Hewett, Percy F. Wise, and 
Geo. Ormesby. The force attacked Mat Salleh's 
jungle fort on Monday, the ¢3:h December. 
The attack, which was delivered under heavy 
fire, proved unsuccessful, and the expedition 
had to retire, with serious loss. Adjutant Jones 
was killed during the attack, as were also six of 
the Sikh Military Police, Seven Sikhs were 
led. Mr. Hewett has revurned, seriously 
A telegram that appears ir the V.-C. Daily 
News under date Singapore, Jan. 4th say: 
Limbawang, on the Pedas River in British 
North Borneo, was attacked and captured on the 
2gth of December. One Sikh was killed. 
H.MLS, Plover, Capt. de Horsey, has been dis- 
patched to North Borneo. 

















There was a full attendance on Friday even- 
ing at the first meeting of the year of the Yoka- 
hama Literary Society at Van Schaick Hall: 
The programme included a pianoforte over- 
tute, one of Schuberv’s marches, vy Mrs. 
Doering and Mrs. Thorn; a boat song (Neid- 
linger) by Mr. Hayward ; a piano solo by Miss 
Orth; two German songs, Schubert's ‘ Un- 
guld,” and another, by Mr. Seel; two songs by 
Mrs. James Walter, “The Holy City” 
(Adams) and another; a duet for piano and 
iolin, Grieg’s sonata, by Mr. Mason and Mr. 
Poole; acello solo by Mr, Schmid, and three 

by Miss Schereschewsky—Long- 
's “King Robert of Sicily,” “The Tar 
Baby” (Joel C. Harris), and ** Never mind 
Miss Lucy” (Anon), All the items were well 
received and xpplauded, several of the numbers 
eliciting encores. 
































CORRESPONDENCE. 
Se uate age eran 
THE JAPANESE “SOCIAL MORALITY" 
QUESTION. 
Yo raw Epox or sme Japan Matt.” 
Sin,—A somewhat different phase of this subj 
havin 

this mo 
few temaiky bear 
geisha subject, » 
under discussion, 
Tcan quite believe that, as stated in your leads 
ic, the Geisha hay more sides tian one to 
i ces, but I 

a 














gf more especially ups 
its Dearings upon the a 











can also bear wi 
hee perform 


1». before a respectable 
are such ay no lady need object to witness, 
have had many opportunites of being present at 








geisha peslormances at the Maple Club in Tuk 
at the Miyado-Odori exhibitions at Kiet 
even in the Jse Ondo da 
although given by the 
whose business T need 
exe 
Would that the same could be said of the theas 
cal and music-hall exhibitions of my own coun= 

On one of my visits home IT accompanied « 
g Japanesetoa Melbourne theatre who wished 
i th those of his own 
try, and ag it mattered little what was the play, 
seeing thal the greater part would he as unintel- 
ligitle 10 him as is a Japanese play tothe average 
foreigner, the selection was made more with the 
view of showing him the handsomest and most ree 
presentative gin its i i 
than by elerring tu the prograr 
‘The play happened to he the comic opera 
Jones," and whether some years’ esidence in Japan 
lad dulled my recollections of the ballet of ‘comic 
opern I cannot say—but this To know, that when 
the actreys who personated Pant Joues ” and her 

Iie stage shames 
lessly clad (or rather anclad) in about as much 
attire, —in addition to their flesh-colowed tights,— 
as is worn by the ordinary Japanese cool 
summer weather when pursi 
work—their limbs aed busts to 
to the extremest point of 
felt positively ashamed at 
young Japanese to such a spectacle, and could not 
help speculating on what thoughts aud opinions on 
foreign ways must be passing through his mind, 
though hidden behind the impassive features of a 
native of the East ! 

Often as I had attended similar exhibitions in 
the company of my own countrymen, confess I 
ever before felt such a keen set of humiliati 
as in the presence of this young Oriental! 

Therefore, while agreeing to dictate to the 
Japanese on the advisab'lity of suppressing the abe 

Peroiabie geishia, let us at the same time 








not patticulacize, never 
eded the bounds of propriety and decorum, 








uy! 
you 
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cility to Japanese heathen propagandists 
wading English-speaking countries and inveigh 
ing against the modern ballet-girl, who also, like 
her sister in the East, plays more parts than one 
inthe pursuit of her vocation. But fet us bear in 
mind that when the Japanese geisha and the 
foreign ballet-girl are alike suppressed, the 
jeunesse doré of both the East and the West will 
find theis equivalents in some other way, for human 
e will ever bethe same, so long as the world 
Presuming that your cortespondent of the 
wary, and therefore pros 
T would’ suggest to 
to his ow 














lasts, 
Hiogo News is a Mi 








bably an American 
his next holiday vi 











#10 the States, 
duced in precisely 
and) Austalia, a 





e same style as in England 
I think he will be more 
horrified than he has ever been at a Japanese 
hotel, and as I said in my last, will find plenty to 
occupy him at home, without going further afield, 


In all probability, the missionaries who come to 
Tapan, and express themselves so shocked at the 
ary sof the Japanese, have lived in such 
a teligivus atmosphere before they came to this 
Uy, that the inconsistent indecencies of the 
amusements of Western life, as exhibited by the 
stage and elsewhere, have not been 0 forcibly 
brought under their notice 4s are the corresponding 
amusements of the East when they come here, and 
they forget that many of the customs to which 
they take such exception here, have been h 
down through centuties unaltered, while our 
the ve been growing 
ing during the last few decades, 

tothe depraved tastes of a play-going 

































public. 

For I cau remember the time when actresses 
As you like 
and others, and ballet dancers, never wore 
their skirts even as high as the knee, ay may be 
verified (rom any old prints of celebrated actresses 
aud public dansetises of 50 years ago; whereas 
now, the skirts themselves have disappeared inch 
hy ich, has been left bu 
fills yet t ner looks on unshocked while 
railing against the modestly clothed geisha ; and so 
long as such exhibitions are sanctioned by the 
censor of plays, and upheld by the patronage of a 
British and American public, what right have we 
to criticise the Japanese, or how car 
tently expect them to reform their 
amusements ? 

While giving the misvionaries every credit for 
being actuated by ligh motives in their © 
the Japanese, the objection sai: 
take « commo i 
they Hy perhaps— 
(or if ally, as a means to an end) mislead 
the Japanese by concealing from them the fact 
that the very vices they wish them to wmend, 

















we consis= 
national 














alter is that > 
















T have often been struck by the evid 
manifested nlavelled Japanese wl 
to of the iniquities guing on ins 
cities, and they have remarked, 
Near this from the missionaries—we thought all 
Cluistian people were good!” And by the 
Japanese that have travelled I have been told that 
when they visited England, or America, ot wherever 
it might be, the same vices and c wete as 
tile there as in their own country, and that for 
their part, they could not see much difference be- 
tween the two, 








Why, we sever 















Therefore [ still maintain that the attempt to 
improve or alter Japanese morality by the intros 
duction of C doctrine and precept, will 












not cesult in anything bat the (ail ich tee 
ent developments of Japanese 5 1 and 
doubtedly proving it so long 






as these people can go abroad as they are 
with eyes to obseive, ears to listen, and by 
wherewith to form judgment, and can come back 
ir of the great incon. 
» morality ay taught by 
and the actualities of life as witnessed by 
1 professedly Christian communities, 
When the missionary propagandists can point 
toa single European city of ordinary di 
that is pecfectly free from the objec 
ments they find in Japan—then, and not till then, 
can they use it as a model for i 






ency between Christi 




























Japanese: but until they can do this, 
only laying themselves open to invidious 
from a uation pe 
criticism to its ex 








Lainncsingryi 


E.S, P. 
_Fanuary 6th. 
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LAND AND FOREIGNERS. 


To ras Epitor ov tHe “Javan Main.” 

Sir,—In an article of the sth of Jan., the Kobe 
Chronicle tries to vefute my statement made in 
your paper that “a right of supetficies may be 
acquired by foreigners not only for filty years, but 
for any term convenient to the parties concerned,” 
but the arguments which it advances are quite un- 
tenable, Lawsare generally written in such a way 
thata certain amount of logical reasoning is equi 
ed to understand all their bearings, but for the p 
in question the amount need only be very small, 
only one must not expect the Japanese to bring 
their laws into an English shape, especially as the 
English juridical system is widely different from 
that of all other civilised ns and appears— 
founded as it is on special national characteristics 
—to be unfit for adoption by another nation. 

‘The first. argument of the writer of the Kobe 
Chronicle is that “the right to make an agreement 
relating toa superficies rests not on any definitive 
provision in the Japanese law to this effect, but 
fon the fact that there is no prov specially re 
stricting the term.” ,Now the Japanese law says 
that aright of superficies can be established by an 
agreement between the owner of land and any 
other person, and that, if the parties have not de- 
tecmined the time of duration, the latter is fixed on 
application bythe Court. Is not this a definite 
provision? Does not the law clearly and de- 
finitely point out where the tight of supetficies is 
limited as to its duration and where not? Is there 
the least difference whether one says :— If the 
time is not fixed by the parties, it is fixed by the 
Comt,” or: “The time may be fixed by the 
parties, and incase they omit to do so, by the 
Come? Equally untenable is the further 
objection of the writer that Japanese Courts might 
apply the provision limiting the lease to twenty 
years to the right of supetficies also, I 
admit, as the writer supposes that a Japanese 
Couit might take such a position "with ‘consider 
able show of reason and justice,” but I contend, to 
the contrary, that such Court could only do so by 
flagrantly and wilfully breaking the laws of its own 
comity, For even a man who isnot a lawyer ought 
to know that a special provision given in regard to 
one institution cannot be applied to another aud 
different one. ‘To say that the right of super ficies 
can only be acquired lor (wenty years, because such 
time of duration has been fixed by the law fora 
lease, would be the same as to hang a thief be- 
cause such punishment is by law provided for a 
murderer. Even the place where the two rights 
ate treated upon in the Civil Code is different, 
the provisions on the right of superficies being 
contained in the Second Book, Art. 265-269, and 
the provisions om lease, or better on hiving of things, 
in the Third Book, Att. 604-622. ‘The Second 
Bouk treats of real nghts! Ze. rights taking effect 
against anybody, as ownership, lien, mortgage 
etc, and the Third Book treats of obligations? 
ie.tights only taking effect between the parties 
as sale, donation, hire and other contracts. 

Under the new law a person who has become a 
holder of a superficiary tight may require such 
right to be registered in the Land Register of the 
Cout—not of the Kencho—and by this he will be- 
come the free proprietor of all the buildings stand. 
ing on the land which is the object of the 
superficies. As such he may sell these buildings, 
mortgage them, let them to another person, and 
when he dies, they will be transferred to his heirs, 
Of course his right ceases when the time fixed in 
the contract has elapsed, but even then he ts vot 
obliged to leave the buildings to the owner of the 
ground, but may dispose of them as he likes, 
taking them off or pulling them down, unless the 
owner of the ground is ready to pay him at once 
their full value. So it appears that the right of 
superfices—chijo-ken—it is a very important, 
nay the most import it for foreigners, 
while the lease is comparatively of much less 
significance. A man who wants a country-house 
for some summers, or wants a few rooms to livein, 
will make a lease;a man who wants to build a 
large residence, or Lo establish factories, warehouses, 
etc, will make a superficies. Thus T was not at all 
—as the writer kindly puts it—in a" confusion of 
mind,” when I compared the value of a lease in 
Japan with that in Germany. 

Ihave for a long time refrained from writing 
again on this subject alter the experience which I 
had with foreign newspapers last year, when I pub- 
lished a Wreatise® all necessary infor 
mation on the future rights of foreigners, but the 
time of the enforcement of the treaties coming 


7) # tala 3 he ae aaiheie 


3 Dr. L. Léubulm, The Japanese Civil Code 
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nearer and nearer, [ believed it my duty as well 
toward Japan, in whose service [ am, as to- 
ward the foreign residents in this country, to pat 
an end to the more and more growing confusion 
of public opinion on this special point. Iv is in 
the interest of Japan, because no foreign capital 
will come in as long as foreigners believe that the 
right of keeping houses, factories etc., is limited 
toa short period of time, [tis in the interest of 
foreign residents, because they are hampered in 
their fulure enterprises, as long as they do not 
know exactly how far their tights on land will 
reach, 

Whatever [have said on the right of superfices 
Japanese law, is not a subjective opinion on a 
doubtful question, but a statement of a clear and 
firmly established fact, which should be acknows 
ledged as such by the foreign press, as there can- 
not be an eamest discussion on a matter on which 
I know everyihing and the other party nothing. I 
freely say that I believe myself to be entitled to a 
considerable deal of gratitude on the part of fo- 
reigners in Japan for giving them information 
which henceforth may be worth thousands of dol- 
lars for many a foreign firm. 


DR. L, LONHOLM. 
Tokyo, 8h January, 1898. 





























FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


To-rne Epiror o« THE “Jaran Marx,” 

Sin,—When a late correspondent in your col- 
umns said that the consensus of public op 
the subject of mission worle was that the time and 
money expended would be more beneficially em- 
ployed in the home countries of the missionaries, 
the Ree, Mr. Garst, in reply, stated that ‘fas a 
matter of fact, abont 97 per cent. of all money 
spent in Christian work is spent where it is raised, 
the small sum of 3 per cent, seems little enough 
for foreign fields for us.” How does this statement 
of the reverend gentleman agree with a paragraph 
in your columns of to-day, which says that © The 
Methadist General Missionary Conference Com 
mittee which met in Philadelphia, appropriated 
for the work of 1898, the total sum of $1,129,910, as 
follows :—To Foreign Missions (giving each tem 
in detail) $577,580; (0 Domestic Missions (giv- 

















up alsa details) $552,430; for miscellaneous 
objects $110,000 7” 
Lam, Sir, 





ONE WHO WANIS TO KNOW. 
January 8th. 
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CONSULAR COURT. 
pigeaN 
Turspay, January rit. 








Job. MEYERS UAL H. EMANUEL. 

In the United States Consular Court before F. 
1. Gowey, Exq., Consul General and Judge. and 
Messrs. W.'l. Payne, and A. L. Bagnall, As: 
sociater, the case in which Joseph L. Meyers 
sues A. H. Emannel for $7,200, for alleged breach 
of contact, adjourned on the 2tst ull, came ov 
for hearing. 

Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu_appeared on power ol 
attorney for the plaintiff, and Mr, Scidmore 
for the defendant, 

Mr. Uchiyama vead the petition and answer 
which were as follow 

In the Consular General Court of the Ur 
States of America at Yokohama. 

Yokohama the 6th day of December A.D: 1897. 
Between 
Josern L. Muvers,of No. 41, Yokohama, Plaintiff, 
and 
‘ A. H. Emanuet, of No. 164, Yokohama, De 
endant. 

‘To John F. Gowey, Exquie, Judge of tlte above 
Cot. 

The petition of Joseph L. Meyers, the above 
named plaintiff, to this honourable Court sho- 
weth as follows :— 

1.—The plaintiff as well as the defendant to this 
petition are both American citizens and under the 
jurisdiction of this hooourable Court. 

Some time prior to the 7th day of July, 1897, 
the defendant represented to the plaintiff that he 
had entered into a partnership with one L. Mon. 
don, a citizen of Brance, residing ia Shanghai, to 
stait a Grocery, Provision and Supply business, 
and made propositions to the plaintiff to enter 
his firm, and take charge of tite shipping and 
Navy supplies, besides making himself generally 
useful. 

+ 3.—On the 7th day of July, 1897, the defend- 
ant drew up an agreement seiting forth the terms 









































upon which the plaintiff was lo enter the service of 
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been signed by the defendant in the name of 
manuel, Mondon and Company, and in the pre- 
sence of E, L, Mondon aloresaid, was thereupon 
confiimed by the plaintiff. 

4—The said agreement (a copy of which ty 
hereto attached) was to remain in force for a period 
of three years, commencing from the tet day of 
October, 1897, prior to which date the plaintiff was 
instructed to sever his connection with the fim of 
Carcoll & Company, where be was then employed. 

5.—limediately upon the signing of the agree 
ment aforesaid, the plaintiff, relying thereon and 
in the perfor con his part of the terms there 
of, gave notice to Messrs Carroll & Company 
wrote to his business friends in America 
ing their co-operation with the defendant’s fir 
also gave the defendant much valuable in- 
formation as to the quality and stock of goods 
required in Yokohama, aud also agreed tn endea- 
vour to tun ever to the defendant his agencies 
for several American firms, such as Fleckinger’s 
Fruit Packing Company, the Pacific Meat 
pany, S. B. Hunkins, and the Walla Wall 
Mills, which be subsequently succeeded in doing. 
At the same time, he also handed to the defendant 
a private telegraphic code of the Pacific Meat 
Co, which is still in the defendamt’s possession. 

6.—On the tst day of October, 1897, the plaintiff 
entered the service of the defendant’s firm, and 
faithlully performed bis duties therein, until he was 
wrongfully dismissed from such employment by 
the defendant. 

7.—Ou the 13th day of October last, the plain- 
tiff brought with him (o the defendant’s premises 
a Japavese meichant who was desirous of enter 
ing mito a contract to buy soap, when one Edward 
Emanuel, who was in charge of the said firm dut- 
ing the delendant’s absence at Shanghai, informed 
the plaintiff that before his departure for Shang- 
hai, the defendant had instructed him to do vo 
more business through plaintiff. 

8.—-The plaintiff ther wrote to the defend- 
aut requiring an explanation of this order and 
afterwards from the same day until the 6th of 
November, 1897, when he was finally dismissed 
by the defendant, tendered his services to the de- 
fendant in pursunuce of the said agreement. 

9.—The plaintiff is ready and willing and al 
ways has been ready and willing to perform his 
pait of said agreement, and lo serve the defen- 
dant as required by the said agreement, and has 
tendered his services to the defendant tm that 
behalf, 

10.—-On o1 about the 6th of November, 1897, 
the defendant called upon the plaintiff and te- 
pudiated his agreement with the sad plaintiff, 

11.—In consequence of this the plaintiff on the 
12th day of November last wrote to the defendant 
refersing him to Asticle 12 of the agreement and 
on the strength of that Article requiring him to 
submit the matter to arbitration. 

12.—No answer being tecetved to the above 
said letter the plaintiff on the 17th of November 
addressed linself to the Consul-General for 
United States of America at Yokohama and beg: 
gentleman tose his kind offices to bring 

inderstanding in the matter. 

Ata meeting atranged by the said Cone 
sulGeneral between the plaintiff and defendant 
and which took place in his presence on the 22nd 
day of November, 1897, the defendant finally re- 
fused to submit the dispute to arbitration or to 
come to any understanding whatsoever. 

‘The Plaintiff therefore prays this Honourable 
Cour: 

L—That the defendant be decieed to perfor 
the said agreement, according to the terms there 
contained, or in detault thereof that the defendant 
be decreed to pay the plaintiff 7,200 yen as com= 
pensation for the breach by him of the said 
agreement. 

I-—That the defendant may be ordered to pay 
the custs of these proceedings and that the pli 
liffmay have such further or other selief as the 
hature of the case may require and as to this 
Honourable Court may seem fit. 

Iv the Court of the Consulate-General of the 
United States of America at Yokohama, Japan, 
the Ninth day of December, 1897. 

between 
Joseph L. Meyers, of No. 4, Yokohama, Plais 
and 
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A.H. Emannel, of 161, Yokohama, Defendant, 
‘The answer of the above nanted Defendant te 
spectlully show: 
1,—Defendant admits the statements contained 





in the first paragraph of the Plaintifi’s Petit 
—Defendant admits the statements contained 
in the second paragraph of the plaintiff's petition, 
with the exception that the Defendant had entered 
into partnership with KL. Mondon, which latter 
statement the Defendant denies. 
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the le" fim, which agreenpeut after having | 
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3 Defendant adwits the statements made in 


the thjpdparayegplyol the Plaintiff's petition, 
Y OF ILLINOIS AT 
CHAMPAIGN 








Jan. 15, 1898.] 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL, 


69 








—In answer to the fourth paragraph of the 
Piaimiff’s petition the Defenda 

the agreement between the said Plaintiff and the 
said Defendant—copy of which is attached to the 
said petition—was only to take effect, as therein 
stated, upon the drawing up of a proper coutract 
by Mr, Scidmore before the 1st October, 1897. 
That the Defendant did not instruct the Piaint ff 
to sever his connection with the firm of Carroll 


& Co. 














5.—In answer to the filth paragraph of the 
Plaintiff's petition Defendant says that he has no 
knowledge of the Plaintiff having given notice to 
Carroll & Co., as therein stated. Defendant 
believes that the Plaintiff wrote to his bi ess 
friends in America as stated in the said paragraph. 
But Defendant denies that the said Plaintiff 
furnished him, the Defendant, with any valuable 
information as to the quality and stock of goods» 
required in Yokohama, And the Defendant 
denies that the Plaintiff turned over to him the 
agencies of the firms mentioned iu said paragraph. 
But the Defendant admits having received. from 





























the Plaintiff a private telegraph code of the Pacific 
Meat Company, which the Defendant still 
possesses, 


6.—The Defendant denies the allegations con- 
tained in the sixth paragraph of the Plaintiff's 
Petition, 








.—The Defendant has no knowledge of the 
truth of the statement contained in the seventh 
paragraph of the Plaintiff's petition, aud, there- 
fore, denies the same. 

8.—In answer to the eighth paragraph of the 
Plaintiff's petition the Defendant says that he 
admits receiving a letter from the Plaintiff of the 
native of the letter mentioned in the said para- 
graph ; but that the Plaintiff was not dismissed by 
the Defendant, for the reason that the Defendant 
had never perfected an engagement of the services 
of the said Piaintiff. 

9.— he Defendant denies the statement con- 
tained in the ninth paragraph of the Plaintiff's 
petition, 

1o.—The Defendant denies the statement 
contained in the tenth paragraph of the Plaintiff's 
petition, 

11.—The Defendant admits the statement con- 
tained in the eleventh paragraph of the Plaintiff's 
Petitio 
2.—The Defendant admits the statement 
contained inthe twelfth paragraph of the Plai 
tiff’s Petition 

13.—In answer to the thirteenth — para- 
graph the Defendant says that he attended the 
meeting, on the 22nd day of November 1897. 
before the Consul General, and was then disposed 
to obtain au amicable setilem with the Plain- 
Aiff; but that the demands then and there made 
by the Plaintiff were so unreasonable that the 
Defendant could not acceed to them, and, theres 
fore, withdrew, with the impression that the Co 
sul-General was vot disposed to give a decision 
as to the merits of the case, And the Defendant 
had the impression that the Plamt ff had the inten- 
tion to force him, the Defendant, to arbitrate the 
dispute in question before some person other than 
the Consul-General, 









































14.—Aud for further answer the Defendant 
says that the Plaintiff has not performed his ob- 
ligations and dy jer the terms of the said 





letter of the 7th July, 1897; and that the said Plain. 
Uff has since the 1st of October, 1897, engaged in 
private business on his own account in competi 
» with the business of the Defendant, and has 
placed urders for goods with firms in Yokoha: 
in violation of the letter and spitit of the said 
document, It was understood between the Plain. 
tiff and the Defendant at the time of making the 
said agreement, that the Defendant was about to 
enter intoa partnership with Me. EB. L. Mondon, 
and that until the said partnership was fully con- 
firmed the said agreement was to be held in ahey- 
ance. Such partnership has wot yet been confirmed 
and the Piaintiff has received from the Defendant 
due notice of the fact. Outhe and September 
1897 the Plaintiff wrote to the Defendant in these 
words:—"T do not think that you want me in 
your business. If you wish it we will break the 
Contract. From what you said I think you ave sorry 
you went into it.” Qu the 2gth of Sept, 1897 the 
Plaintiff wrote to the Defendant in these words :— 
“Think you bad better write me a letter and call 
the contract off and oblige.” On the said 24th of 
September, in an interview beiween the said Plain- 
tiff and the said Defendau, it was agreed that the 
proposed contact of hiving should be held in abey- 
ance until arrangements with Mr. BE. M. Mondon 
should be completed. ‘These arrangements have 
not yet been completed. The Plaintiff has never 
furnished any secumity as contemplated in the said 
agreement, and the account of the said security has 
never been settled. 


Wherefore the said et 5008 that 51 















































said petition of the said Plaintiff be dismissed 
with costs. 

Mr, Uchiyama then opened the case for plaint 
relating the circumstances of the negotiations 
between the defendant and plaintiff which led to 
the conteact between the two patties and the 
occurrences which followed the execution of the 
agreement, and then called the following 
evidence : 4 


Joseph L. Meyers, the plaintiff, examined by 
Mc. Uchiyama Rossetsu—I havebeen a resident of 
Yukohama off and on for 29 years, and have been 
connected with the firms of Langfelt & Co., 
Yokohama aud Kobe, Shobey & Co, and Meyers 
& Co., Yokohama. Shortly before the signing of 
the agreement with defendant I had some conver- 
sation with him, about a large grocery, ship-chand- 
lery and liquor business he was going to start with 
M:. Mondon, whe was going to put in $60,000 in 
goods, and $15,000 in cash. He was himself to 
put in $25,000 in goods, anda bank overdraft of 
$25,000. Mr. Thorn tecommended me to go into 
the agreement saying that Mr, Mondon had a 
good business in Shanghai and wasa good business 
man, [would not have entered into any agreement 
unless Mr. Mondon was going to be in the firm. 
Iwas afterwards introduced to Mr, Mondon by 
Mr. Emanuel. ‘hey both told me they were go 
ing to enter into a partnership, In July I con- 
firmed an agreement with Messrs, Emanuel and 
Mondon, ‘The agreement was that produced 
(Exhibit 8, dated July 7th), ‘The agreement was 
sent tome for perusal. A postscript was added at 
my request and the agreement was signed by Mr, 
Emanuel in Mr. Mondon’s and my presence. Be- 
fore that Mr. Mon.ion had objected to the terms 
the postscript for $200 living expenses to be paid 
tome. Mr, Emanuel held up a letter which he 
said was an agreement, between himself and Mc 
Mondon, There was a lot of conversation about 
my severing my connection with Carroll & Co. I 
informed both Mr. Mondon and defendant that 
there was a yemnant of goods at Messrs Carroll & 
Co.'s, on which I should get a portion of the profit 
when they were sold. I told Mr, Emanuel 1 
would like to sell these goods before ordering any 
more of the same class of goods from America. 
1 offered the stock to Emanuel, Mondou & Co., to 
take over, They did uot accept the offer, There 
was nothing mentioned as to the amount that 
should be paid in by me asasign of good faith 
under clause 11 of the agreement, [was to have 
25 percent, of the profits but not to share any 
losses, The $200 a month was to be a guaranteed 
amount for living expenses, Immediatety after 
the signing of the agreement I assisted both Mr, 
Emanuel and Me, Mondon in making out their list 
of orders, Then Mc. Emanuel left for America. 
consequence of the agreement I gave notice of 
severance of my counection with Messrs, Carroll & 
Co, on the tt Sept. to take effect on Oct, st. 1 
had been with Messrs, Carroll & Co. over two 

ears, ‘They financed my business and [had one 
half the profits, [t was a verbal agreement. 
When Mr, Emanuel left I wrote to all my agencies 
and informed them [had gone with Emanuel, 
Mondon & Co, asking them to continue their busi 
ness with me. TL also asked Mi, Emanuel to call 
on them while in America, I went to work for 
























































Emanuel & Co. on the rst Oct., having left 
Carroll & Co, at the end of September, Mr. 
Emanuel had returned eptember. During 





that month T wrote to Me, Emanuel offering to 
cancel the agreement. 1 received no written 
answer but on the 2g!lt Sept, there was a meeting at 
which Lasked Mr. Emanuel to cancel the agree 
ment, but he declined to let me off. My teason 
for desiring to cancel the contract was that I did 
uot like the way things were going on, Thad left 
my desk and office furniture at Carioll & Co.'s as 
Thad no office in defendant's premises but I went 
to the latter every day to do my business. Mi. 
Emanuel gave me a list of the goods he had 
brought from Amecica, with prices, and I started 
soliciting business on same, I made several sales 
in Yokohama and Tokyo. Mr, Emanuel told me 
be had wited Mr, Mondon to the effect that 
was coming to Shanghai and Mr, Mondon 





























wiced back that if Mr. Emanuel did so, he, 
Mr. Mondonw would go to Peki Mr, Emanuel 
Ueatened to fix Mr. Mondon, To saw wouble 
ahead as the bank bad shut down on Me. Ema- 


wuel and Me. Mondon did not tunn ap with his 
goods or money, and Mr. Emanuel appeared to 
be going crazy. There was a question as to My. 
Emannuel’s travelling expenses to America. 1 
November I received a letter from the Pacific 
Meat Co. in which the company referred to Me. 
Emanuel having written them about the ageucy. 
[had written to the Pacific Meat Company on 
Oct. gth, afier I foresaw trouble between Emanuel 
and Mondon, to make my commission safe, as 
I did not want to lose my agencies in the event of 
the firm failing to catry out the agreement. | is 
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no business on my own account alter enteri 
the agreement with Emanuel, except in the case 
of the small venmant of goods at Carroll & Co.'s 
in which [ was interested. On Oct. 13th I took 
a merchant, Mc, Monin of Tokyo, to Emanuel, 
Mondon & Co.'s to buy some goods. Mc. Edward 
Emanuel was then in charge, and he took me 
aside and told me he could take no orders through 
me, as his brother had left instructions with him 
to have nothing to do with me. 

At this stage an adjournment was made for 
tiffin. 

Upon the Court reassembling at 2 p.m, the 
examination of the plaintiff was continued :-— 

Lhave never received any commission from the 
Pacific Meat Company on goods ordered for Em: 
uuel, Mondon & Co. Alter the occurrence on Oct. 
with Mc, Edward Emanuel I wrote to Messrs. 
auuel, Mondon & Co, on the r5th Oct. on the 
subject. (Letter read and putin.) I got a receipt 
for the letter, signed E.E, and stated that the 
letter would be forwarded to Shanghai to Mr. A. 
H. Emanuel, as the firm of Emanuel, Mondon & 
Co, was wot in existence. I continued to attend 
al the office as before and saw defendant when he 
retucned from Shanghai, He told me to waita 
little as he expecied Mr. Mondon by the next boa 



































I wrote again on the sth Nov., asking for a settle- 
nent of account. Thad received $50 on account of 
October’s salary. On the 6th Nov. T receiveda 
letter from Mr. Emanuel, the only written reply I 
had teceived to my letters. {u this letter defen- 
dant requested repayment of the $50 which 
referred to as a lo In veply I denied having 
received any loan, but only $50 on account of 
October's salary and expressed a wish to have the 
relations between us submitted to arbitration, 
Crosseexamined—I have no employment now. 
My business address is Carroll & Co., No 1. 
Since the rst of October I have done a little to 
help Mr. Roberts to dispose of some of the rem- 
nants of goods formerly referred to. One day 
Ttook a gentleman who wanted to buy some cat- 
pets, to Messrs, Lane, Crawford & Co. Isold some 
of the goods from Carroll & Co, in which I 
had an interest, to. Mr. Pope. They were fruits. 
Emanuel & Co., had no fruits at that time, 
They had some on the way, but none landed, 
I sold some things to the Grand Hotel in Decem- 
ber, for Carroll & Co, Ihave done no business 
with Ginsburg 8 Co. lately. ‘The goods were 
ordered six months or so ago. Ido not know who 
are the agents of the Pacific Meat Co. in Yokor 
hama now. It is pretty mixed, On the gth Oct. 
I wrote to the Pacific Meat Co. but I at it sure 
whether F told them that Thad not felt Carroll & 
Co., though on the rst Oct, I wiote telling them 
Thad already left them, I knew on the 7th July 
that articles of partnership were to be drawn up 
between Mr, Emanuel and Mr. Mondon, I do 
wot know whether such a contract was drawn up. 
You, Mr. Scidmore, told mie you were going to 
draw up beth conteacts and that my letter” of 
agreement was in the meantime as good a5 a con- 
tact. Afterwards from the way Mr. Emanuel 
and Mr. Mondon acted I came to the con- 
clusion that the contract would wot be carried 
out. I tever asked to bave the amount of 
the sum I was to deposit fixed, There was no get- 
ting any explanation or arrangement fiom either 
Mondon, who was in Shanghai, or Emanuel, who 
was running about crazy, [remember Mr. Ei 
nuel coming to my office aud showing me a letter 
he said he had received from the Pacific Meat Co., 
and saying he could do for menow. Another time 
lhe saw me at Carroll & Co,’s door and called out 
to me © You—tricky- nediately alter cunning 
up the steps of Mr. Roth’s office opposite. 
Re-examined—The goods sold to the Grand 
Hotel and Club Hotel have been sold since the 
Of course I expect a 





















































‘o the Cout—I sold a lot of groceries for 
Emanuel alter October rst. Mr, Emanuel paid 
me the $50 on the goth Sept. or rst Oct. by 
cheques 

Mori Zengi, examined—I reside in ‘Tokyo 
Ginza No. 1, and am a wholesale druggist. | 
have known Mr. Meyers for about three years, 
Towards the end of Sept. or beginning of Oct. 
Mr, Meyers came to ie sol wade for a 
firm at No. 164, the name I forget. He showed 
me a sample of soap and left it at my house. 
Later on in Oct. 1 accompanied him to No. 164, 
with the idea of doing business, It was about the, 
niddle of Oct. saw two other foreign gentlemen’ 
at No. 164. While I was there Mr, Meyers asked 
me to wait a little while, and he had some conver- 
sation with one of the gentlemen, and then told me 
he could not do any business with me and asked 
me to return the samples. 

Hunaga Usabi amined—I am a dealer in 























provisions in T'sukiji, Tokyo. I have known Mr. 
Meyers for a long time andliave been in the habit 
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him, About the end of 
September or beg ng of Oct, Mr. Meyers told 
meof a change in bis business arrangements, He 
told me he had changed froin his formes firm and 
had joined Emanuel & Co. and asked me to c 
tinue my custom through him to the new fiem, 1 
did some business with Emanuel & Co, in October 
through Mr. Meyers. The bills for goods supplied 
from Ist Oct. to 1st Nov. amounted to $115. 

Cross-examined—I have paid a portion of the 
bills referred to. 

Kokawa Kitchitaro, exan 
head clek at the Niisv house. 
Mr, Meyers for a long while, Towards the end 
of September or beginning of October Mr. 
Meyers told me he had joined the fim of Eman- 
uel & Co., and solicited business from me on th 
account, showing me their price list, After Oct, 
ast L made some purchases of Emanuel & Co. 
through Mr. Meyers. 

Cross-examined--I only became buyer for the 
Niiso from about the middle of October last. I 
was banto before that, 

Edward V. Thom examined—I am_ editor of 
the Box of Curios. I remember speaking to the 
plaintiff about the firm of Emanuel, Mondon and 
1 think T fiest told Mr, Meyers that Mr. 
el was going to form a partnership with 

Mondon and [ advised him to apply for a posi- 
tion, Uspoketo Mr, Emanuel about it, At fist 
he appeared to be averse (o engaging, Mr. Meyers, 
butlatec on Mr, Emanuel said they might give him 
a position, Iwas not informed by Mr, Emanuel 
after his return from America that the firm was 
formed. Mi. E 1 instructed me to in: 
the advertisement it the Box of Curio of and 
October. It was also hy the instructions of Mr. 
Emanuel that the same advertisement under the 
name of Emanuel, Mondon & Co, was omitted 
the next issue of the paper on gth Oct, 

Crosseexamined—I was not, so far as I remem- 
ber, instucted before the Oct, 10 remove the 
advt, It might have vem ce. 
If it was the second insertion it ought to have 
been left out. I temember some taik about Mr. 
Meyer’s threatening to throw up his contract. 

Beauchamp Roberts, examined—My firm is that 
of Carroll & Co. (Mr, Meyers was pavtuer 

i sess of the firm for two 
anda half yeas, He teceived half the profits of 
of the goods he sold. It was a verbal contract, 
which was continued after my father's death, 
should have continued the contract had not Mr, 
Meyers asked me to cancel it. This was about 
the rst September, and it was to be cancelled on 
October ist. He left my firm or the latter date 
there were some goods in our firm at tha 
time in which Me. Meyers had terest. 
Whenever these goods were sold from time to time 
Mr. Meyers would be entitled to his share of the 
profits. Mr, Meye not order any more of the 
same goods, Alter September jor Mr, Meyers 
was nol in any way concerned in out business exe 
cept so far asthe small remnants of stock were 
He kept a desk pre 
fe. He asked ou per 
mission, giving as his reason that there was no 
room for his desk in Mr, Eman 

Cross-examined—M+. Meyers is not now in out 
employ. He has adesk in a separate toom, not 
in our office. He has sold some goods for us 















ed, deposed—I am 
L have known 
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recently, 
R ed—Our fim aie agents for the 
Meat Co. I believe Mr. M. got the 
agency forts, [ Nave never been informed that 


the agency has been taken away aud given to 
any anyone else. 

AC this stage the hearing was adjourned till 130 
p.m. on Wednesday, the 12th instant, 





Wepnespay, JANUARY 12TH. 

Alfred Henry Emanuel, the defendant, exami: 
ed by Mr. Scidmore—We, Emanuel, Monde 
Co., made a provisional agreement that ifthe fi 
ever came into existence we should have diawn 
a legal docume: h regard to the agreement 
with Mr. Meyers. We should then tequire 4 cash 
security [rom Mr. Meyrs, if the fim came into 
existence, Mr, Meyers came to me, [ believe, at 
the request of Mr. Thom, He told mehe knew 
all about the business aud he thought he could 
serve one fim, In the first interview [ opposed the 
engagement of Mr. Meyers and in the first instance 
should have tequired cash seemsity, No pactuer- 
ted between Ms, Mondon 
deed ol 
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ent between Mr. Meyers aud the firm were 
d, the 
Detween myself and Mr. Mondon never 
having been completed, Between the 7ih July and 
Oct. 1st, [had several interviews with Mu Scidmore 
with vegard to negotiations between Me, Mou Hee 
and myself, and with segard ty Mi. Meyers, 


zed ty GO 


arrangeme: 











told Mr. Sci 
had not ar 
with myself, 
ing the contract with M 
Ttold him if the firm of Emanuel, Mondor 
should come into existence the letter between us 
was only the outlines of a contract supposing the 
proposed firm should come into existence. [inform- 
ed Mr. Meyers sight wlong of the true standing 
of affairs between Mr. Mondo a fh 
the 24th Sept. 1 had an interviow with Mr, 
Meyers at the Grand Hotel, after receiving two 
me to cancel the a 
Mr. Meyers referred to his letters re 
ing me to cancel the contract. I replied that as no 
contract had ever been made there was no necessity 
w ss the point. He then asked haw abor 
Mr. Mondon, and I teplied that nothing was 
settled about the partnership yet. He said if 1 
was in a fixhe would help me to sell the goods 
and [thanked tim and told him I would give 
him balf profits on any orders he could obta 

forme. On the zor Sept., I think, Mc. Meyers 
came to me and told me he had drawn $150 
through the Chartered Bank on Mr, Mondon, and 
that the draft had come back protested. He asked 
me to lend him enough money to clear himself with: 
the Bank, but LE told him Tcould not do so, but 1 
loaned him $50. The money has not been repaid. 
Mi, Meyers went to Tokyo to sell sume goods on 
half profits as agreed, and in the end of October, 
upon my refusing to pay him§t5o he said that uuless 


ore I was rather put ont that Me. 
ived in Yokohama to for 
At the time of diaw- 


1. Meyers on the 7ih July 
& Co. 


















































[paid him he would join Mr. Pope. With the ex- 
ception of goods sold to one customer to the extent 
of about $50 by Mr, Meyers, all the others were 
former customers of mine and my boy could have 
sold them as easily as Mr. Meyers, Iu giving Me. 
Meyers credit for his half share of profits on sales 
he effected for me, including my own customers 
his share would be in the neighbourhood of $18 
With regard to the advertisement in the Box of| 
Curios 1 told Mr. Thorn to put in anything he 
liked, and [told him before the 1st Oct, to take 
out the advettisrment. He did uot do so till 
alier the and. Mr. Meyers did not give me any 
valuable information as to goods 
Yokohama, nor make any a 

as to the transfer of agencies, Praintff never 
entered myemploy, ‘The only reason why | was 
disposed to come to some arrangement with the 
laintifl way that [did not care to have my name 
had no difficulty 















































the Ba my retuen from Shanghai, about 
the 28th Oct., "Mh. Meyers offered to work for me 
on salary and to find two securites. I declined hi 
fier. 


Cross- 














amined—The agreement with Mr. Mey> 
tis was understood to be pendant upon the eve 
tual partnership between myself and Mr, Mondon, 
There was wothing inserted in the agreen 
that effect’ because the letter was the outli 
contract to b de ovly should the fi 
existence. [signed it “unconditionally. 
tequited at least $25 000 security from Ali, Meyers 
Lelure taking him into our employ. 
was to be decided 
States. ‘The agreem 
contract to be made ; the sig 
Mondon & Co, was a facsimile of the signature to 
be signed if the firm came into existence. 

Me, Uchiyama—As a merchant do you consider 
you are entiiled to sign the name of a firm which 
does not exist ?--1 can sign any name [like for 
my amuse 

Mr. Uchiyama will leave that answer to the 
Count. 

Witness, continning—I do not know whether 
Mr. Meyers would have had to give notice before 
leaving his former employ. My experience is that 
any one on monthly service owt here goes and 
comes ashe likes. Mr. Meyers got a loan of $50 
fio Sept. 30°h. He was to work it out 
Vdid think it wecesary to 
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pnission 








yet an LO. U. from ti Tea 
ol remember whet ere were any witnesses 
when Riv. Meyer effered to tarnish two 






sit Tengaged him in my employ, With 
tegardto the clause in the agreement regard: 

i the event of any dispute occurring 
ed to apply only when the legal 
contract was drawn up alter the partnership was 
conclu 


M. 











Scidmore briefly addressed the Comt for 
confining his arguments principally 
the damepes and telef claimed 








by plaintiff Ou this point Cc unsel subuntted that 
plaintiff bad not produced any proofs as to 
the damages he was alleged to have sustained, 
Counsel also relerved to the letter of agreement 
dated 7th July and to the terms mentioned there 
in of @ cestain amount of security money to be 
1 paid 1 the plain o defendant before the agree- 


gle 

















» 1 wanted from Th 






















don this point quoted 
and other authorities. 
Mi. Uchiyama, 2 up for the plai 
jitted that it was unnecessary that a do 
ent should be diawn up by a lawyer to make it 
ing, provided the intention was proved, in 
verbal agreement was perfecily 
valid, Iv the present instance it was clear th 
defendant had understood that an agreement 
bad been atsived at and that plaintiff was 
to give notice to leave his former employ 
to enter upon the new engagement, It was also 
clea from the wording of and i 
the contract, which was effected 
of Mr. Mor iff and 
that at that tin 
ing of partnership between Mondon 
Mr, Emanuel had also at the same time held up a 
letter which he told pl: 1 agreemen 
partnership between himself and M 
If uo such pastuership was believed in at the time, 
a forgery was committed by the signature of the 
name of the firm which Mc, Meyers was induced 
to believe actually existed. ‘There was no clause 
whatever in thy effect that it was 
merely a conditional contra nd there was 
nothing to show that it was ever intended to be 
conditional until the touble occurred in September 
Mondon, As late as the 23:d 

ber defendant had refused toelease pla 
Uff ony his agreeme 
ten tot 


Chitty on Contracts 
iff 












































































employ. With regard to thecla 
made by tai iff, 7,200 yer, it was at the rate of 
$200 per month, the miniaum he was to teceive for 
the three years of the coutvact. twas not u zl 











and was 
Mc. Uchiyan 
the would have tequi 
plaintiff before taking him 
This statement was on the face of 
it simply ridiculous. Defendant kuew very well 
that plaintiff was ot i 
such # sum, and 
been expected froma salesinan 
the firm. 
His Honour reserved judgment till 3 p.m. on 
day. 
JUDGMENT FOR PLAINTIFF, 
1 the above case, adjourned from the 12th inst., 


dgment was given on Thursday alteinoon by 
. F, Gowey, Exq., Consul-General and Judge, as 



















the employ of 














This action is brought to recover damages from 
the defendamt, A. H. Emanuel, for the alleged 
breach of a ceitain contract entered into on the 
qth day of July, 1897, by and between the 
tif, Joseph L. Meyers and said defendant 
the name of Emanuel, Mondon an8 Compa 








M 
By the terns and conddionis of thie apesnont 
plaintiff was on the Ist day of October, 18 








ster the service of said Es cl, Mas 
Company for a petiod of thiee years, to take 
ige of the grocery aud shipping supply past of 
the business and devote himsell to the 
said firm in general, Asp 
Ne was to have 25 per cent, 

















the net profits wud 
to be allowed to draw $200 yen per month of said 





profits for living expenses 
Plaintiff avers that pursuant to 
he severed his business relations with 
aud upon the 1st of October last entered upor 
his term of service and the discharge of 
duties under said conteact aud has ever since said 
date held himself veady and willing to do and 
perform his pact as therein agieed by him: that 
on the 6th day of November, 1897, the defendant 
finally discharged plaintiff tom his service and 
red to longer employ him, repudi 
agreement and declining to be bound by it. 

The defendant avers that the co 
to was simply a memorandum of an agreement 
yd was to take effect upon the drawing up of a 
proper contract and execution of the same before 
the 1st of October, 1897, and was to be held in 
abeyance until a certain contemplated cu partner 
ship with one E. L. Mondow was fully entered into 
d that as such co-parinership 
was never perfected, the amount of the money de- 
posit plaintiff was to make as security for his good 
faith was never agreed upon, and said proper con- 
executed, plaintiff was 
the service of the defendant and con- 

ly never dismissed from his employ. 
je evidence submitted does not cleaily 
the contention of either party. It shows 
state of facts 
contract 





i> Agreement 






















































opinion, the followi 
time 





That at the the rel 
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was entered into, plaintiff was in the employ 
of Caroll & Company, and in consequence of 
said agreement severed his relations with them 
and entered upon the discharge of his duties in 
the service of defendant on the Ist of October, 
1897, and continued to present himself at defend 
ant’s place of business and to tender his ser 
vices util an or about the 5th day of November 
last, when he ceased to so present himself and 
“offer service, for the reason that for some days 
prior thereto defendant and his agent had sefused 
to recognise him, and defendant had om said last 
date sent hin a’ letter demanding the return of 
$50, alleged 10 have been loaned to plaintiff, and 
threatening legal proceedings in the event of 
me not being paid at o1 
That at the time said contract was entered 
10 (7h July 1897) and up to about the 15th of 
October thereafter, the defendant expected and 
believed that E. 1. M puld become 
grocery and ship-chandleiy 
date he had declined and 
telused to consider plaintiff's repea 
havetheir agreement cancelled, and not t 
daut became fully satisfied that his proposed part 
nership with said Mondon could not be consum- 
mated, did he decide that plaintiff was not 
employ. 

3-—Admitting the defendant’s contention that 
the contract sued upon was a simple outline or 
memorandum of the terms of an agree- 
ment thereafter to be drawn up and entered 
imto by the patties, the facts ate that by 
reason of defendant’s representation and actions 
plaintiff was induced to leave and surrender a 











































order to enter defendant’s employ, and 
consequence thereof he has been without 
employment since the first of October last, and 
has been damaged thereby. Taking into consi- 
deration the sum of 50 yen heretofore paid by 
defendant to plaintiff, we assess the plaintiff's 
jn the sum of 650 yen. 

is tendered in favour of the plaintiff 
gainst the defendant for the sum of 650 yen 
and the costs of this proceeding taxed to him, 


(Signed) Joun F. Gowey, 
Consul-General, Acting Judicially. 
Weconcur. Wm. T. Payne, 
A. L. Bacar, 
Associates. 
After the judgment had been delivered defend- 
ant's Counsel gave notice of appeal, 












LAVEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 
age 
(From rae “Jaraw Tioes.") 


‘THE SITUATION IN THE FAR EAST 
GERMAN DEMANDS AND CHINESE 
CONCESSIONS. 

London, Jan. 6. 

According to official intelligence from 
Berlin, Germany has obtained the lease of 
Kiao-chou together with several square 
miles of territory, with liberty to erect 
buildings and construct defences, China 
ceding all sovereighty to the territory in 
question, The proviso is further allowed, 
that if Kiao-chou be found unsuitable, Ger- 
many is to be free to select another port, 
subject to China’s appproval. 

Shanghai, Jan. 6. 

The Chinese Government has acquiesced 
in Germany's occupying Kiao-chou for the 
term of ninety-nine years, and the Em- 
peror's sanction to it has already been 
obtained. 

Following the example set by Germany, 
Russia has preferred a demand to China 
for a similar concession as to Talien-wan 
and Port Arthur. 

FRESH LOAN PROPOSALS TO 

ENGLAND. 

Fresh proposals have been made to the 
British Government to assist China to con- 
tract a new loan, and the Government is 
now considering the same. The Timesin 
aleading article declares that Great Britain 
entertains no design of joining in any 
partition ‘of China, but aims at preserving 
the Chinese Empire as a vast field for the 
extension of trade. The Times further ex- 
presses itself in favour of British financial 








iattized by (+O gle 





assistance being lent to China in view of 
the commercial advantages accruing from 
such a course, and cites the Suez Canal as 
a precedent. 
London, Jan. 11. 

There is a growing impression here 
that the Government’s intention is to lend 
the money direct to China, defraying the 
sum by the issue of consols, which course 
Parliament would be asked to ratify. 


THE GERMAN CHINA SQUADRON. 


Prince Henry of Prussia, in command 
of the German China Squadron, has ar- 
rived at Port Said. 


MARRIAGE OF PRINCE VICTOR 
DHULEEP SINGH. 


Prince Victor Dhuleep Singh was mar- 
ried to-day to Anne, daughter of the Earl 


"| of Coventry. 


ENGLAND zv. AUSTRALIA. 


In a test match played between Stod- 
dart’s team and a Melbourne eleven, the 
Stoddarts were all out for 316, the Austra- 
lians winning by an innings and §5 runs. 


AN ANGLO-JAPANESE ALLIANCE. 

It is rumoured here that Great Britain 
in combination with Japan has requested 
Russia to withdraw her troops from Korea, 
and to guarantee the independence of the 
Peninsular Kingdom on the guarantee of 
Great Britain, Japan, and Russia. 

FRENCH OPINION. 
London, Jan. 7. 

The French press regard the cession of 
Kiao-chou as a fair reward to Germany for 
securing the retrocession of the Liaotung 
peninsula by Japan. 


REPORTED LOAN ISSUE IN 
LONDON. 

It is rumoured on the Stock Exchange 
that a Chinese 3 per cent. Loan has been 
issued at 110. 

THE PLAGUE IN BOMBAY. 
TERRIBLE MORTALITY. 

One hundred and five deaths from plague 
occurred in Bombay during the last 48 
hours. 

London, Jan. 10. 

There is a serious recrudescence of the 
plague at Bombay. 

DEATH OF A BRITISH GENERAL. 
The death announced of General 

Yeatman Biggs. He succumbed to 

illness brought on by the hardships of the 

Chitral campaign. 

THE SITUATION IN THE FAR EAST. 

THE CESSION OF KIAO-CHOU. 
London, Jan. 8. 

The Times is informed that the lease of 
Kiao-chou is for a term of 99 years, and 
that a branch of the German Asiatic 
Bank will be established there. 

. London, Jan. to. 

The French cruiser Duguay Troxin has 
been ordered to China. 

[The Duguay Trowin is a second class cruiser of 
a displacement of 3,593 metric tons, Her length 
is 296 ft. 3 in, beam 50.31, maximum draught 
20.6, H.P. 4.309. She was built at Cherbourg 
in 1877, ata cost of £132,116 Speed 15.9 knots, 
complement 311] 


RUSSIAN LOAN DECLINED. 
A telegram has been received from 


Peking stating that China has refused to 
negotiate a Russian loan, 


CANADIAN OFFERS OF HELP, 


Offers of services are being received 
at the Canadian Militia Department in the 
event of trouble in the Far East. 








THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 
BRITISH MILITARY ACTIVITY. 

Brigadier-General Gatacre proceeds to 
Egypt in command of a brigade of British 
troops for the Soudan. 

A force of 400 camel corps and 400 
camp followers has arrived at Kassala from 
Suakim in fourteen days. A regular post 
has been established between Suakim, 
Berber, and Kassala. 

London, Jan. Io. 

The Nile force is being hurriedly pushed 
to the front, and the Lincolnshire Regi- 
ment has started a week earlier than was 
arranged. The army operations comprise 
a force of 18,000 Egyptians and the 
Nile flotilla. Three more British batta- 
lions will be formed if necessary, with 
General Sir Herbert Kitchener in chief 
command. The Dervishes continue mass- 
ing inthe neighbourhood of Shendy and 
Matammeh, and much activity prevails at 
Omdurman. 

The Times states that Khartoum is the 
present objective of the Soudan expedi- 
tion, but the advance will be continued 
beyond, as far as may be judged necessary. 

WHY RUSSIA’S PROPOSALS 
COLLAPSED. 


It is stated that the Russian proposals 
collapsed because the German financiers 
refused their help unless the loan were 
constituted an international one. 

FREE SILVER IN THE UNITED 

STATES. 


There are numerous indications of the 
spread of the free silver agitation in the 
United States. The Democrats and Popu- 
lists are united on the question, but the 
Republicans are divided. 

SERIOUS NEWS FROM UGANDA. 


News has reached the coast of fresh 
serious fighting with the mutineers in 
Uganda. Lieut. MacDonald, brother of 
Major MacDonald, and the missiorary, 
Mr. Pilkington, were killed. Troops are 
hurrying to the front. 


DEATH OF SIR ROBERT MEADE, 
The death is announced of Sir Robert 
Meade. 
BRITISH INDIA. 
A FINANCIAL MEASURE. 
London, Jan. 12. 
Tenders are invited for the 17th inst. 
for £1,000,000 India Bills for exchange, 
and a like amount in Bills payable on the 
22nd. The Times believes that the Indian 
Government contemplates an arrangement 
with the Bank of England, whereby the 
Bank accepts deposits in gold, holding 
the same for Government account as 
security for an issue of notes to be made 
by the Indian paper currency department 
to depositors or representatives. 





(Received by the Fij#). 
THE TERM OF THE LEASE. 
Peking, Jan. 11. 
According to what Earl Li has informed 
Mr. Yano, the Japanese Minister to China, 
the term of the lease of Kiao-chou by 
Germany is said to be fifty years. But the 
opinion generally current in diplomatic 
circles here is that the term is ninety-nine 
years. 
DEFENCE WORKS AT KIAO-CHOU. 
Peking, Jan. 1. 
The negotiation to lease Kiao-chou 
having been satisfactorily arranged, Ger- 
many is going, it is said, to begin at once 








the defensive works at the mouth of the 
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THE GERMAN-CHINESE NEGOTIATIONS. 
Peking, January 9. 
The Chinese Government has acquiesc- 
ed in the following points in regard to the 
Kiao-chou negotiation, viz., to lease Kiao- 
chou to Germany for the term of fifty 
years ata certain rent, to pay 200,000 
taels on account of building a church, and 
damages not exceeding 10,000 taels each 
to the survivors of those that were mur- 
dered by the bandits. As to redeeming 
the cost which Germany has incurred on 
account of dispatching the warships to 
Kiao-chou no arrangement seems to have 
been made. 
concession for laying railways in Shantung 
will be reported on subgequently. 


THE TERM OF THE LEASE. 


Peking, Jan. 11. 
The report previously published to the 
effect that Earl Li had informed the 
Japanese Representative in China that the 
term of lease of Kiao-chou was for fifty 
years, is proved to have been groundless. 


RAILWAY AND MINING CONCESSIONS. 
5 Peking, Jan. 12. 
Germany has obtained the concession to 
construct railways between Kiao-chow and 
Che-nan-pho and to work mines situated 
within 3 Chinese miles along both sides of 
the route. 


(Prom Jarawese Pars 
RESIGNATION OF BARON NOGI. 
Taipeh, December 31. 
Govenor-General Baron Nogi has again 
tendered his resignation and the Governor 
General's Office is now in great confusion, 
FIRE AT A COAL MINE. 
Sapporo, January 6. 
At dawn yesterday the Yuhari colliery caught 
fire and a cottage attached to the mine was des. 
troyed, Thongh the flames intruded into the 
mine, the pit having been closed, the extent of 
the damage was small, The cause of the fire is 
not yet ascertained. 
RINDERPEST STAMPED OUT. 
Nagasaki, Jaunary 7. 
Rinderpest, which has been very prevalent 
here for a long time past, is now stamped out. 
‘THE SPINNING INDUSTRY. 
Osaka, January 13. 
Quotations for yarn for January delivery 
are 89.50 yen; for February delivery 90 20 
yen; and for March delivery 91 yer, Export 
goods are being quoted at about g2 yen, 
though no transactions have yet taken place for 
delivery to China, Business prospects have 
considerably revived of late. 
Osaka, January 13. 
The Osaka Cotton Spinning Company declar- 
ed a dividend of 7 per cent. per annum at its 
general meeting held yesterday, 
ARREST OF USURERS. 
Kofu, Jan, 13. 
Ten or more usurers of this town have been 
arrested, and panic now prevails among theit 
associates. 
FUNDS FOR WEI-HAI-WEL. 
Ujina, Jan. 12. 
War fands to the amount of yen 101,502 weie 


despatched by the steamer Hino Maru to Wei 
hai-wei. 























NEWS FROM KIAO-CHOU. 

= > 

(TRANSLATED FROM “Der OsrasiariscHe 
Luoyp” py THe “N.C. Darcy News.") 











ingtan at the moment is a scene of great ace 
tivity. Al the carpenters from the men-oi war 
have been commanded to put the yamén and the 
forts in habuable Beginning every 
morning at eight o'clock, carpenters, plumbers, 
and workmen of every kind goon until dark, and 
even late into the night. Papershangers and 
men workong at the floors ave busy. ‘The broken 

















The question relating to the]; 





down walls are being covered with clean new 
paper, Among our sailors, who ave busy at the 
unaccustomed worl, are shoals of Chinese work- 
men. As soun as the flooring of the room is made 
good the stoves are set up and then the furniture 
is brought in, and the whole is likea big ant-heap ; 
and yet there is order and systeas, and it is 
wonderful to see the dity sheds of the Chinese 
converted into respectable dwellings for Euo 
peans, The largest building is what was previously 
the yamén of the Chinese General, an extensive 
mass of buildings in which the German admini- 
taking up its official abode, Through 
‘ ated with fearful mythical animals, 
‘0 the hall,on the side of which are the 
guard-houses ; alter this a courtyard in which the 
Commandateur is being installed, with extensive 
ms for the Commander and cousfortable 
buildings for the staff. The further court bas been 
taken possession of by the Admiral in the same 
way. The yamén also furnishes room for the tele- 
graph staff, and a big hall has been opened as the 
Chinese office, with endless rooms for servants, 
washermen, aud private dwellings for the general 
officers, Beyond, the hospital is being arranged, 
and, beyend this again, more courtyards and 
gardens adorned with trees and fancy Chinese 
gardens. Although the buildings are arranged 
on a magnificent scale, yet decay is everywhere 
visible, ‘The mass of dittis indescribable, and all 
this has to be catried out of the yaméns before 
Europeans dare to make use of them, How ver 
different is the idea of Chinese cleanliness f 
what Europeans expect to see under orjental 
magnificence! As to comfort it does not exist at 
all. Chinese officials live in houses which a 
German family would not even place their 
servants in, Rooms for the attendants are holes 
such as we would not stall our cows ine Tu 
the many villages in the neighbourhood which 
I visited we were generally shown into 
the Hall of Ancestors, the whole furniture 
‘of which consists of a shaky table, a bench, 
aud three or fur coffins piled one above the other, 
As tothe private dwellings they are still worse off. 
Coffins were used as backs for the hard seats when- 
ever we had occasion tu sit down, As soon as the 
dwellings have been carpenteredand planked and 
furnished with stoves the greatest discomfort will 
have been cemoved, and the warm and comfortable 
roonts be pleasant to look upon, Everything that 
could be done has been done with the small means 
atcommand, The scenes that have taken place 
in the Wausformation of these buildings will be 
among the happiest + mbiances of or camping 
ina feign land, Notwithstanding the unfavour 
able conditions the service goes ils usual course; 
everybody does his best. 

LTremember going into the Eastern Camp, in 
which the medical staff have their dwellings, ‘The 
building was divided into e parts by two 
mud walls, Ou the right lived the physicians ; 
a the Tell the official in charge who las the 
Chinese business under hiy care. In the mlddle 
thete way 4 small st«ff which occupied the greater 
partof the space. There was scarcely room for 
the physician to spread out his instruments, As 
Lartived the sick were crowding into the middle 
chamber, One was bavi foot bound, 
other was having a wound in the hand attended 
anathet was having his tempera ure taken by 
doctar, Here was a Chinese official in charge, 
h the elder of the village, ‘The physician was 
doing his wok io andisturbed activity, and the 
Chinese took everything so quietly you might have 
thonght that (his bad been gowg an for ever. 

Tia former lester [ descritied the jomney to 
Chima, which is the handsomest town within the 
limits of one vecupation, but the largest and mast 
important iawn is Kiao chau itself, “The cirenit of 
Chimo and Kiao-chou consists of (wo dependent 
districts wiht owe adumnistiation, ‘The one con 
tains some 1,000 villayes and towns, and the other 
about 1,5 0 Several expeditions have already 
heen sent tn these places, The Admiral paid his 
visit to Kiao-chon, of which the following is an 















































































































ethe oceipation of Kis chou Bay by the 
ships of the German squadron, the eccupying 
troops have been quartered ina Chinese camp al 
glao, but now an expedition has been under 
to the capital, Kiao chow, aud this town 
taken possession of. On the 20th of November 
HIG.MS. Arcona, with the Admieal on boats 
together with H.EG.MS. Cormoran, set owt for 
erion of the bay and entered there, Boats 

wee sent offunder the leadership of the Arcona 
and the Kaiser aud the 
Pringess Wilhelm, the vbijoat being to 
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wo amed boats from 
cond the 








hay as fae as the village of ‘Talutao, to land 
thece and then to march to Kiaeschan, “Two 
Chinese pilots had bren taken off a Ningpe 








'v Google 


jnuk. ‘Their knowledge, anyhow, was not great 
and jn the low water they proved themselves ex- 
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ceedingly faulty pilots. However, as the water 
tose the boat drawing the most water was able to 
proceed, In the bow stood a sailor taking sounds 
ings, calling out the depth as we went along— 
‘fa mete,” which made us rather nervous, as 
we knew the boat deewt 2metie, The pilotcame 
in for a few curses, which he fortunately could 
hot understand. However, as the water rose so 
out spirits rose, aud the voyage proceeded in the 
now deep and clear bed of the river up to Tafutao,” 
past numerous fishing boats, whose occupants 
louked on with astonished faces on the white boats 
and the peculiarly ed squadron, About mid- 
day we reached this place and landed. - This was 
not easy on the muddy shore, but after half an- 
hour's stiuggle the oops to the number of 250 
men were landed and set in motion. A great 
crowd assembled in the village, who seemed only 
incited by curiosity. 
‘Tafutao is a Customs station and during the 
shipping season from March to December is a 
very busy place, the chief export being cabbage. 
Innumerable wheelbarrows packed high with cab- 
bages and drawn by an ox or a mule were diay 
ged over the rough streets which converge from 
every direction on the village, As soon as our 
proclamation was posted on the Customs station the 
march to Kiaoechou was ptoceeded with, which was 
Ly no means pleasant, owing to the cul-np roads, 
We musi pive the Chinese credit for persever 
worthy of a better cause for the way they get their 
wheelbarrows over these abominable roads. A few 
small villages were passed, and at three o'clock 
the grey walls of the city of Kiao-chou came in 



































































sight, After a short journey over a road purely 
Chinese and’ hence scarcely passable, the head 
of the marching column reached the gai 





and took possession of it without the slightest 
tesistance. No signs of soldiers were apparent, 
and the population made a most peaceable imprese 
sion, After proclamations had been posted at ( 
gate numerous readers crowded round, and the 
better informed read the contents to the moe 
ignorant. Then our men proceeded to the city 
temple, which was takeu possession of for the 
night’s rest of our troops. ‘Then the Admiral and 
Commandant made their call on the magistrate, 
which le immediately retuned, ‘The temple 
was very spacions and ot: men soon made 
themselves comfortable in it, The floor was 
covered with straw inats and blankets taken out 
of our travelling bags. As it began to get bite 
letly cold, big fires were burnt in each comtyard, 
to keep up which everything combustible was 
seized upon—everything that was not nailed too 
tight to he tom down, ‘There sat our sailors 
found the bonfires eating their evening meal of 
Uread, butter, aud corned beef, aud all seemed to 
enjoy themselves immensely. A priest was svon 
dug up and otdered to keep hot tea going all 
night, which was a great comfort for our men, 
These pleasant camp fires were the centre of 
groups of officers, non-commissioned officers and 
the crew, all at their ease among each other round 
the crackling fires aud talking over the events of 
the expedition, ‘hen a soldiers? song was sung, 



























































in which all joined, Among the foreigners a long 
whiteshearded priest moved round with his jug of 
hot tea, and accepted the chaff of the intruders 





with great complacency. At last the songs died 
down; a few groups still talked on, and then each 
sought his bed in order to strengthen himself for 
the text day’s work, The temple courtyards were 
still, and nothing was heard but the steps of the 
sentries, who had charge of (he different entances, 
and nothing distu bed the still staclight night but 
their calls, Iu ute outer court there stood the 
guard, smoking and talking around the watch fires. 

At six o'clock on the (allowing morning we were 
awakened by the revei/lé of the bugles. Not «few 
of as had shivered during the cold night, and glas- 
sesof hot tea relaxed or stiffened limb: neel= 
bantows had been hired for the transport of the 
baggage to Tafutao, With the noise of drums and 
fifes we then marched out of the town, with the war 
flag in front, which had waved formerly over the 
temple roofs, Here and therea brown Chinese face 
gazed at us out of a half open door, called out by 
the unaccustomed sound of deum and file. Others 
wise the place lay in the deepest quiet. We found 
the magistrate again awaiting uy at the city, and 
upon hin the Adwital inpressed the rules that he 
was tocarry oul, Then once more into the fine, 
fesh, sunny morning. Our sailors struck up a 
joyful march aud in quick time we went back to 
Talutao, which the expedition reached at eleven 
o'clock in the morning. Being low water we had 
again to make a long juurmey over the sticky mud 
Then the men were suipped on board and witht 
delay descended the river and so back to the 
ships. The artaments were taken off the boats; 
the anchors e raised; and once more the old 




















































anchorage of Tsingtao was taken possession of, 
Tsingtao, 22ad December, 1897 
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KIAO-CHOU. 








































































































































































































































































































































































































* Tal bungtan 






Scale of Mites. 
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well as disadvantages. 





valuable maritime station, it is unfortunately not always op 


ne Bay of Kiao-chan isa large natural harbour on the Southern Coast of the Shantung penin- 
sula, and one of the best sheltered in Eastern China. 
While it possesses every other qualifica 


It has con- 
for a 
In the winter season it is usually frozen 


Its local name in Chin-chu-fu, 








over, and the inhabitants say that the ice is then firm enough to walle across from Potato Island, at 


the north part of the bay, to Chi-po-ran within the entrance, 
round about offers few attractions either to the traveller or the trader. 
and the dry, parched soil has a most uninviting appearance. 

ve mud flats, which lie out neatly three miles from 


level land, about 180 feet high, faced by exten 


the shore. The city which gives its 











miles above the opening of small ti 





At one time Kiao-chou was the principal emporium in the east of Shantung- 
‘Termeihien, or Black Ink. city. 
adual silting up of the Bay.—(Daily Graphic). 


is another town 
importance, owing to the 





eastward 
commerci 








to the bay, Kiao-chow or Glue c 
which is Chin-chu fu, stands at the Nor th west front of the western arm of th 
er, where stands the Ta-pu-tur village, with Custom House. 





While the harbour is good, the country 
It is barren in the extreme, 
The head of the bay consists of almost 





city, the local name of 
bay, about eight 





‘Twenty-eight miles 
Both these towns have lost their 
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he addrenged to the Cases Marton 






AM Comanaication 


‘The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 








side 

The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, UchieSaiwai-cho Itchome (next to the Tokyo 
Club). 








Sowutios oF Prostem No. 352. 


White, piace. 
1—B to Q <q 1—K to B 4 
aK te K 7, ch 1K to K3 
3—R to K 4, mate 

1-Kto 


ree RS 


2—Bto Kt 3 
if 2—Any other 


3—R toB 5, mate 
3—Kt to B 7, mate 
1—Kt 0 B3 
a—Kto Bg 


1—Ktto Kt g (or Ror 
2—K toQ4[P moves 
3—Kt to Kt 6, mate 
Correct solutions received from W.H.S., 
P.E.E.S, J.W.E, D.D., Skak and Voila, 


Prosiem No. 354- 
By Huweny. 


2—Kt to B7, ch 
3—Ktto K 7, mate 


2—B to Kt4,ch 








White to play and mate in Unyeeproves. 


Digitized by 





Oc 1g 


CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNEY. 
Yoxouama Cuess Crus. 

This Tourney, although announced to stact at 
the end of January, has already begun, the Secre- 
tary having obtained all available entites easly in 
the week. There are several absentees, we regret 
to say, several gentlemen who we expected to 
find among the contestants being unfortunately 
prevented trom playing this year. Still the list 
includes several of our best local players and we 
may expect (o see some good games played. The 
following are the entries :—Messts, Fox, Fried- 
lander, Hodges, Mendelson, Pollack, Tennan 
Thomas and Capt. Weilbach, On Monday night 
lots were drawn to determine the order of play 
and the following were matched against each 
other in the first roun 

Fox 2. Mendelson. Friedlander v. Thomas, 

Pollak v. Hodges. Weilbach v, Tennant, 

Each match is three wins first, draws not count- 
ing, the losers to drop out and the winners to play 
off in a second and finally in a third round. The 
first round (four couples playing) is to be finished 
by 28th February ; the second round (two couples) 
by gist Marchi; and third round (one couple) by 
goth April. We understand that the conditions 
for this Tourney will be strictly enforced and all 
games, from whatever cause, unfinished at the 
lime indicated will be scored a loss to the default- 
ing party, But it is to be hoped that no occasion 
will arise to enforce this penalty, as it would more 
or less spoil the Tourney, 

On Thursday alternoon Pollak met Hodges in 
a well contested game, and the former won alter a 
brave struggle on the part of his opponent. At 
the same time Thomas suffered defeat from Fried 
lander, These are the only games finished so 
far; but Monday wext should see «Il eight 
pionship players a work, and we hope those men 
bets whose presence at the Club rooms we have 
missed for a long while, will show a renewed 
terest by coming up, even if itis ouly for a * look- 
sees? 

























































SiwGarore. 
The following is ane of the games played in the 
Consultation Townament now going ou at the 
Singanove Chess Club, with notes from the Singa 


le Free Press :— 


\ 





Game No. 353. 
Queen's Gamair Decuinep 
White—Messrs Melntyre Black —M 
and Craig. an 











wititk., BLACK. WHITE, BLACK. 
tPO: P Qs 20 KPxP QQ Kry. 
2P QB, PKR ark Req BP 

3 KBs Ki KB3 2 Brit re 
4BKK5 BK 

5 P K3(a) Kt Ks 5 ch R R “q 

6 Bee pa sai! B3(e) 

7Q Kr4(b) Ox RK sq ROB !(f 
BPeKt — Castles(c) tees Ros , 
9 PxP PxP(d) FG 8:20) 
1709Q sq P KBs! geen 
if Re KB3 Kr OK isq RxRch 
12BQ3. Kt tReR - BeP 

13 Castles Ki KS 13 R B&ch BKtsq 
1 gps P BS 33 PQs Ke 

5 Kt Ks PxP 34 P Oo Rx Kt (hb) 
16 PxP BB, 35P 07  RQy 
ZR OKug P By 36 P queens Rx 

18 P QRB:q | 37 RxR and Black ulti 





19 P itktg! BPxP mately resigned, 
Notes. 

(a) Kt to IX B 3 would be bette: here. 

(b) A tisky attack on the Xt P, but White over= 
looks the obvious reply Q to Kr 5, threatening d. 
ch, Blakes Q, though leading pessibly to a dull 
game, or P takes Kt would be safer, | « 

(c) Black has now a far superior development. 

(d) Q to R 6 would gain a pawn, 

(e) Best. 

(1) IQ takes R mate speedily follows, 

() The losing move, Q to B 3 would have left 
Biack with a safe game, 

(h) Black cannot now save the game. 














Nores. 
Black Bishop writes under date of 30 Decem- 









ber ‘oonight at 8.30 at the Hongkong Hotel 
as many chess players as choose to gather will 
have an opportunity of p 
Hendley, Probably eac 


dozen opponents. Mr, Souza held the champion. 
ship of the Colony for nearly a year, and (A 
Hendley is well known as a rapid and brilliant 
player.” We hope the ¥. CC, will be able to 
give a similar treat to local Chess players before 
the close of the season, 


An American Chess player on a recent journey 
through Es Much 
prevailed in London chess circ 
gress of the recent Berlin tourney, ay 
players were in Germany at the time. [van 
against Mr, Bird, Mr, Lee and Me. Van Vliet, 
who wee to be found every day at Six 
Divan, the place which has heen the heade 
of chess for the past 150 years, aud where the 
chess men and boards that Morphy and nearly all 
the great players of the world have played with 
ducing that time are still to be found and seen by 
visitors. 

“ Paris is not much of a chess centre 
and has not been yany years, Ge 
England, if not America, taking the lead. At the 
Calé de la Regance I did not see « pi ent 
player, ‘This cal has been the head-quarters of 
chess for the past hunded years or more, and at 
one time was the chess centre of the 
refer to the days of La Boudinais, St. 
cte. It is nota chess club, simply a een A 
coguized resort of cheswplayers where you call for 
boards and chessmen, for which use a nom 
1s charged in addition ty an order for coffee, wine, 
or lunch, There is one large roam, beautifully 
frercoed, with the ormamentat 
tive of chess. The ceiling represents the squares 
of a chess board, pieces and pawns, and the 
nanies of the greatest chess-players, both ancient 
and modern, ave tastefully in evidence everywhere 
upon the walls of the root 




























U present, 
wany and 












































The chess championship of Australia has been 
won by Mr, J. Le Jacobsen (challenger) from Me. 
W. Crane, je (the challenged), by six games to 
nil, Mr’ W. HL. Jones, of Sydney, intends to 
challenge the winner, 











LATEST SHIPPING. 








a ees 
ARRIVALS. 

¥._B. Walker, American Barque, 2,105, J. Be 

Wallace, th Jan,,—New York, 26h June, 





Kerosene Onl, Standard Oil 
Rosetla, British steamer, 2,139, F. N. Tillard, Sth 

J agacaki and Kobe, 7th 

J al.—O. & O. S.N. Co. 
Mound Tabor, British steamer, 1,404, Janeen, git 
Jan,,—Hambing via ports, and Kobe, 7th Jans, 


General.—Simon Evers & Co. 
original from 
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Tacoma, British steamer, 1,662, Dixon, gth Jan.— 
Tacoma Wash., via Victoria B.C., 20th Dec., 
Mails and General,—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 













Ching Wo, British steamer, 2,517, H.C. Harris, 
Tor Jan—Liverpool via’ ports, and Kobe, 8th 
en W. M. Strachan & Co. 






Br 
verpool via ports, and Kobe, 9) 
Butterfield & Swire. 
ner, 2,177, Hamre, roth 
ts and Suez Canal, goth 
—Fiazar & Co. 


sh steamer, 2,826, J. Barr, roth Jan., 
an. Gen: 











eral. 
Hanseat, Norwegian ste 
‘Jan New York via por 











Sept., Gen 
Changsha, B 
Jan,,—Australia via Hongkong, 41h 

tal.—Butterfield & Swire. 
Yarra, French steamer, 2,084, Le Coispellier, r2th 
—Marseille: ‘and Kobe 11th Jan, 
. Co 


Gene. 
















Mogul, British steame A 
Hongkong via ports, and Kobe, 12th 
G 1. —Dodwell Carlill & Co. 
le, British steamer, 2,244, Hill, rgth Jan, 
via ports, and Kobe 13th Jan., Gene: 
e Matheson & Co. 

i Wer, 2,734 Re R. Pearce, 14th 

a parts, and Kobe 13th Jan. 

eral, & O.S.N. Co. 

Amazone, German barque, 1,339; M. 

jan.,—Caosaw, South Carols 
hosphate.—Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, 

Senta, German steamer, 2,660, F. Voss, 14th Jan., 
—Hamburg via ports, and Hongkong 7th Jan., 
General,—Simon Evers & Co. 

Matsushima Kan (28), Japanese steel coast defence 
vessel, 5,400, Capt. R. Sawa, 13th Jan.,—Yoko- 
suka. 


























14th 


























DEPARTURES. 


Braemar, British steamer, 1,876, Edward Porter, 
Sth Jan.,—Victoria B.C. ‘and Tacoma, Wash, 
Mails and General —Dodwell Ca 

Coptic, Britis steamer, 2,744, Inman Sealby, 
8th Jan.—San Franci Honolulu, Mails 
and General.—O. 

Helene Riekmers, Ger 
stetier, 8th Ja 
ports, Genesal,—M. Raspe & C 

Port Adelaide, Br 717, Geo. Dutl- 

, 8th Jan.—New York ports and Suez 

‘al,—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 

ish steamer, 2,733; J- Chellew, th Jan., 

—London via ports, Matls and General—P, & 
O. S.N. Co. 

Laos, French steamer, 2,200, Flandin, gth Jan. 
Marseilles via ports, Mails & General.—M. M. 
S.S. Co. 

Priam, British steamer, 1,803, D. R. Baker, 10th 

'— London via Kobe and Hongkong, Gene- 
val.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Kagoshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,652, W. 

16th Jan,,—Hongkong via ports, 

i en Kaisha. 


















2,255, Brand- 
Bremen via 




























ton, roth Ja 
aud Swire. 
Wong Koi, British steamer, 1,115, C. Stonhan, 

roth Jan.,—Mororan, Ballast,—Batterfield & 
Ss 


wire. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,662, A. Dixon, riih 
Hongkong via ports, Mails and General. 

Sarhill & Co. 

38, C. Olimann, rth 

» Ballast.—R. Iyaaco 







German ship, 
Jan —Portland, Oveg 
& Bro. 

Yamaguchi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,910, S. 
Kawamure, tith Jan, — Bombay via ports, 
Geneval.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Lok Sang, British steamer, 979, W. G. G, Leask, 
rath Jan.,—Mororan, Ballast.—Jardine Mathe- 














5 i 
Andania, British steamer, 1,827, D. L. Mills, 14th 
Jan.,—Moji, Ballast.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 
Pass of Leny, British barque, 1,278, S. Vint, 15th 
Janj—Kobe, Nitrate of Soda—C. Ihes & Co. 














PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per British steamer Tacoma, fiom ‘Tacoma 
Washington via Victoria B.C.:—For Korea 
Mr. W. H. Holmes, in. For Manila 
O. E. Willi For Calcutta 
W. W. Scott, in cat For Shanghai :—Miss 
Annie Young, Miss Louise N. McCully, Miss M. 
Quins, Miss [da Morgan, and Miss Sakan Poole, 
in cabin, and one Japanese, 47 Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Posetta, from Hongkong via 
ports:—Mr. John Robert, and Mr. Geobegan, in 
cabin, and 3 on deck. 

Per French steamer Yarra, from Marseilles via 
ports :—Mrs. M.A, Alvarraceski, Mr. M, Delonne 
Mr. M. Bomley, and Mr, M, Longuita, in cabin, 
For Singapore :—Mr. M do Mr. 


W.S. Abays 
M. M. Allix, wv cabityy iq nn Cts 































M. J. K. Gillinghitin, and two Chinese in cabin, 

: eng, Foozeng, Mr. 
Mr. Taka- 
Ir. Guare, and Mr. 











hashi, Mr. F. M 
M, Leng Lion Sung, 
DEPARTED. 


Per British steamer Coptic, for San Francisco 
via Honolulu:z—Mr. H. W. Anderson, Mr. A. 
Azevedo, Mr. Lewin W. Barringer, Mr. Le! 
W. Barringer Ju, Mr. Ds M. Barringer Je., Mey 
W. A. Belvens, Mr. Gurney Bunford, Mr. Quo 
Braunwell, Mc. W. E. Brown, Mr, and Mrs. H. 
L. Bryne, Miss Bryne, Master Byrne, Lieut. and 
Mrs. Connelly and two children, Mr. & Mrs. W. 
A. Davis and infant, Me. R. L. Mr. L. 
Eppinger, Mr. Aug. acker, Mr. W. G. Hock- 
tidge, Mr. K. Kishinouye, Mr. C. L. Kopf, Lieut. 
G. W. Logan US.N., Mr. Jose de Murinelly, 
Admival F.V. McNair U.S.N., Mr. and Mrs, C. 
F. Oldham, Mrs, B. H. Olmstead & two children, 
Mr. and Mrs, Parker, Liewt, L. L. Reamey U.S, 
N., Mr, Hemi Schiffmann, Mr. Rinaldo de Limae 
Silvea, Dr. Stevens, Rev. and Mis. J. S. Thomp- 
son, Mr. Gust. ‘Toppe, Mr. A. B. Walford, and 
Me, and Mrs. Wm. R. Webster, 

Per French steamer Laos, for Ma 
ports:—Mr. and Mis, le Com. Monzi 
Mouziv, Captain and Mis. Munte 
Vira Mr. A. Emmanuel, Mr. K. A. Levens, 
Mr. John Hall, Mr. O. Pollak, Mr. A. V. O. 
Woodward, Mr. P. Sundel, Mr. A. Frugier, Mr. 
Stem, Dr. Richard Kidd, Vabbe D. Lecomte, 
Vabbe Rado, Mr. Shimose, Mr. Geo. Schneider, 
Mr. Cheong On Lam, aud Mr. Du Lun Chee, 
in cabin, i 

Per American steamer City of Peking, 
kong via ports:—Mr. F, B, Avent 
Collins, Me. M. Grote, Mr. W. W. Campbell, Mi. 
and Mis. D. M. Barringer, Miss Everall, Master 
S. R. Lowder, Master F, M, Lowder, Mr. H. F. 
Meserve G. A. Bea and Capt, Wilson 
Walker in cabin. 

Per British steamer Fava, for London via ports: 
—Miss Bull, Master Bull, and Mr. Russell, in 
cabin. 
























. 


























for Hong- 
Mr. J. J. 














CARGOES, 
Per British steamer Coptic, for San Francisco 


via Honolulu i 




















woe 
+ ewicagy, “LULU? vorat, 

306 — $827 

Hyogo 4 = = 4 
Yokohama 328 - - 38 
Hongkong .. woo 8 362 
Total. 2721 
Shanghai 236 
Hongkon, 535 
Voo 794 
= 10 15555 

and Stik per British steamer Braemar, for 





Victoria B.C., and Tacoma Wash. 


TEA. 
eMtcAgU NEW YORE 

CANADA, AND | AND FLeIFIC OTH 
wast. EAST. COAST. CITI 


























SILK. rorat 
NAW YORK, WARLFORD. oats 
Hongkong 
Yokuhama 
Yotal... 
COMMERCIAL, 
Shs 2 
IMPORTS 


The macket for piece goods and yarns is still 
utterly staguant, A few small transactions have 
taken place in talian cloths and flannels, and some 
shipments of raw cotton have been disposed of to 
the Spinning Companies, which have done very 
much be ig the past year than had been 











expected from the general complaints published. 
: Goons 





bron rice 













40, 984 yolas ay 10 2.80 





ral, 3Nb yd 80 to 3.35 
vids, g2 inches 1.50 to 1.90 
+95 102.90 

200 t> 3.75 





0 18} to.0.25 
75 9. 90 
07510 100 


32 inches 





Velvets—Mlack, 95 yards, taincher 
ta yauds, paqinel 








2.00 2.41h, 2445 ya 
yvto ot 


UNIVER 








0 
ing to 2,170 boxes. 


Turkey Reds—2.8 to 31h, 24/25 yards, 









30 inches 175 te 2.10 
Furiey Reds—3,8 to 4th, 24/ 

32 inches 24olo 2.70 
Curley Reds—4.8 to 5th, 24/25 yards, 

szinches 3 








544 56 inchen 
= ieeem, Sto sth, 
rer 





tue, 16/24, 3050 
43 00 
45.00 
48.00 



























N 
Nos. 2.60, Plain... aieote asco 
Nos. 2/80, PI 75.0010 77.00 
Nos. 2/100, Pla 99.00 to 100.00 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed . 72000 7900 
Nos. 2 80, Gassed 89.00 to 95.00 
Nos. 2/190, Gassed 112,00 to 124.00 
: RAW COTTON. ran ricute 
American Middling 19.795 — 
Indian roach. 17-75 to 20.00 
Chinese... 20. to 204 


Amrats 

Some few transactions have taken place 
sheets and wails, but not enough to make a 
price, quotations consequently remain nom 















ats U 
4:20 lo 4.50 
5.19 10 s.30 


- and upward. 


9.20 to 10.50 
600 to 6.30 

. 590 16 600 

Pig team, fee. 4 2.05 to 220 
Hoop Iron (} to +} 5-00 to 5.25 


The spurt which delivery of stock 
for the inning of the month 
Nas worked itself out, but there is still a little 
steady business deing at former q The 
baique %. B. Walker arrived ow the roth from 
New York with a cargo of Kerosene for the Stan- 
dard Oil Co, 











SUGAL, 

A small steady business in brown has been dor 
ing during the week at firm tates. Atrivaly have 
been small and stocks ave low, In white vefined 


Hrown akan 
Brown Mani 









Brown Da So0toars 
Hrown Canto a cetoaso: 
White Java and Pen 6.30 to 7.00 
White Rett 7:30 16 8.90 





EXPORTS, 
RAW SILK. 
The demand for fiatures and the higher grade 
-veels continues and a steady business has been 
ansacted, total sales from 8th to the rgth ay 
‘The only shi t 
the weelt has been 794 bales per Coptic, for 
rica. Stocks amount to 12,263 boxes, 













Prices 


| are firm with a tendency to rise. 


Quorstions. 


Nominal 
$930 to 940 
920 to 930 
880 to Boo 
900 to 910 
850 to 860 
850 to 860 


820 to 810 
800 to S10 
780 to 760 


840 to 8:0 
820 to 830 
790 to 800 
760 to 770 





WASTE SILK. 
A lair business has been done at current ratess 
stocks amounting to 11,634 boxes. 
quarations. 
Noshi—Vilature, Best 


Good erste us 








toto 1s 
100 to 103 
goto os 
7otw 75 





Noshi—Oshw, ( 


One Shi at ieee 
SITY OF ILLINO 
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6sto 674 

to 120 
to to 
goto 95 
Goto 65 
ssto 574 
95 to 100 
85 to 90 
asto 30 
20 to 234 







No business to report. Stock amounts to 

173,000 catties of poor quality and there is no 

more leaf expected from the producing districts. 

‘The only shipment during the week consisted of 

338 packages per Coptic for America. 
QUOTATIONS. 


EXCHANGE. 


Rates remain steady without any change, though 
er higher sterling quotations from China 
same as yesterday. 

2/ok 


2/o%s 
2 0r5 





Private 4 months’ sight 
6 moutha’ sight 
—Bank sight 
On Lyons —Privs 













i 
On Shanghai—Bank sight, 
Private 10 days’ sig 
On Tndia—Bank sight... 
Private 39 days’ sig 
Ov Ametica—Bank Hills on dem! 
Private 4 wonths’ sigh 
On Germany—Bank sight... 
Private 4 months’ sight 
Mar Silver (London) 

















BUYERS’ GUIDE 


188UED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & C0. 
THE GREAT MAIL ORDER HOUSE, 
Chicago, U.S.A. 
ISTHE MOST COMPLETE INTHE WORLD 


It has more than 14,000 illustrations, about 49,000 
quotations of prices, weighs 2! ds, and 
contains over ‘thing you wear 
‘Sr use te listed: 


Montgomery Ward & Co., 
{1 to 120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U. S. A. 





REGINALD H. MARKS, 





Manly purity and beauty are insepara- 
bly associated with Curicura, the world’s 
greatest blood purifier and skin beautifier. 


lie British depors Fy Newueny & Sova, 1, King Edward-at, London, Torr Pxon 
ipa, Bocwon, U.S.A. How to Purify the Blood and Beautify the Skiu," puot t1ee 


MILKMAID 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain ail the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
4 water is removed, nothing but the best 
j refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
44 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
HW the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 















WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 
Is 


prepared to execute orders for AUSTRA- 
LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, LEATHER, | 
and BONES. 
Address : 


Care of Jaranrse Corsunate, 
98, Queen Street, Melbourne, 
Australia. 
December 18th, 1397. 
Di 








zaty GoOgle 


A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


ThE OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 
The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, C , and 
Contectionery PI 
Over 2,500 peor Fycoge fitted up to 
GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 


wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 






















| 

: 
| MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS. 


Address Yessts. C. RODE & Co, 
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ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills, 
Sin Samvau Baxsn,in his work entitled “ The Nile Tribut 
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Leading Article :—E: 

he Kaiser and Prince tency 
of the Religious Press, 
ni 


the Sumida River, was ran down and sunk by 
by the steamer Zoura Maru, which plies be- 
tween Yokohama and Tokyo. 


Tue amount of foreign rice imported at this 
port during last year exceeded one million bags, 
valued at over yen 6,200,000. 


Tux Japanese steamer Arisoura Maru ran on 
a rock near Hiroshima on the 16th inst. aud is 
expected to become a total loss. 





HLM. tHe Entrror will give an entertainment 
to the Princes of the Blood, the Ministers of 
State and other high personages in a few days’ 
time. —- 


s|Mr. Den Kenyrro has been appointed Vice- 


Minister of the Commanications Department in 
place of Baron Suzuki, who is released at his 


3 | own request. 
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The Japan Weekly Wail, 
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payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
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BIRTH. 
At Murtayknowe, Chungking, on the 25th of 
ber, 1897, the wife of Jamas Murray, 
ff the National Bible Society of Scotland, 











? SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Breaxwaters are to be constructed at Muroran 
ata cost of yen 24,000. 





Tux Tokyo Gas Company has declared a divi- 
dend of 16 per cent per annum, 








Tu Kyoto local authorities are formulating a 
scheme for the extension of the limits of the city, 


Foue hundred and thirty-eight emigrants for 
Hawaii arrived in Yokohama on the 14th per 
N. P, steamer Mogul. 


Tur death is announced of the Hon. C. P. 
Villiers, M P., the Father of the House of 
Commons” at the age of 95. 


‘Vowarp the end of February the Commanders 
of various Army Divisions will meet in the capital 
for conferences on military matters. 


HLH. Lrautenant Prince Kikumaro came to 
Yokohama on the 16th inst. and joined the war 
versel Vafsushima now lying in harbour, 


Ow Tuesday morning a junk owned by Mr. Ina 
Eijiro of Kyobashi, when near the ‘en of 


O 


Tar Kamakura Railway Company, promoted 
by Mr. Irokawa Seiichi and others, was granted 


1a license through the Kanagawa Prefectural 


Office on the 18th instant, 


Tue ex-Parliamentary representatives of the 
National Unionists, at a meeting held on the 
14th, are reported to have passed a resolution 
to support the new Cabinet. 





Tue Nagasaki Town Conncil has passed a vote 
for extending the limits of the town of Naga- 
saki and the decision has been submitted to the 
Home Department for approval. 


Tue Authorities intend to lay a cable between 
the Bonin islands and the Seven Islands of Izu 
and for this purpose a vote has been inclided 
in the Budget for the 3 rat fiscal year. 


Tue fire in the Yubari coal mine, which occnr- 
red on the sth inst., and caused the death or 
serious injury of 26 men and occasioned very 
heavy loss, was extinguished on the rath inst, 








Me, Franx Lixcoin, the best melo-m nologuist 
that has probably visited Yokohama, gave two 
most successful entertainments at the Public 
Hall during the week and left by the Zmpress 
of India 


Tue revised Treaty between France and Japan 
has been ratified by President Faure. The 
document is expected to arrive in Japan towards 
the end of February next when ratifications will 
be exchanged. 


A very enjoyable farewell dinner was given to 
Mr. Richard Boyes, the late hon, secretary of 
the Yokohama Yacht Club, at the Grand Hotel 
ont the 16th inst., on the occasion of his depar- 
ture for Kobe. 








Tue date of the general election of members 
of the Lower House was fixed for the middle of 
March at a special Cabinet Council held on the 
15th inat., and the session of the Diet will open 
about the middle of Ma 








IN the Nagasaki Local Court the two sampan 
men charged with the murder of Frank Epps, 
apprentice on the U.S. flagship Olympia, on 
the rath Dec. last, have been found guilty of 
“involuntary homicide ” and fined 100 yen and 
50 yen respectively, 





Tux Japanese war-ship Kasagi, now in course 
of construction at the Cramp Shipbuilding Yard, 
Philadelphia, is to be launched on the 20th inst 
The Chitose, building at the Union Works, San 
Francisco, will be launched in Febrmary next, 





On the 7th inst. a Chinaman residing in Csaka 





was found guilty in the local Court of letting 
room in his house to two other Chinamen for 
the purpose of opium smoking and was sen- 
tenced to three years’ imprisonment ; two China- 


gle NIVE 


men and one Japanese woman who were found 
smoking in the room, being sentenced to 
eighteen months’ imprisonment. 











Tue three round-the-world British cyclists, 
Messis. Fraser, Lunn and Lowe, arrived at 
Nagasaki on the 14th inst. and on the following 
day started for Kobe, Osaka, Kyoto and Yoko- 
hama, via Bakan, which was reached on the 
17th instant. 


Six Micnart Hicks-Beacu, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, has declared that Great Britain had 
no desire for any territorial acquisition in China 
but wished to open it to the world’s commerce. 
But the Government was absolutely determined, 
even if nece: 'y at the cost of war, not toallow 
the door to be shut upon it. 








Tue celebration of the coming of age of the 
Crown Prince Haru-no-miya, which would have 
been performed last year, but was postponed 
till this year owing to the Court mourning for the 
late Empress Dowager, will be held in March 
next, when a State Ball will probably be given at 
the Palace. 


Lret.- Generar Baron Oxu, Commander of the 
Imperial Guards, has been appointed Com- 
mander of the Tokyo Garrison ; Lieut.-General 
Baron Hasegawa, Commander of the Third 
Army Division, been appointed Commander 
of the Imperial Guards ; Lieut.-Generat Baron 
Kodama, Vice-M er of War, is to be Com- 
mander of the Third Army Division; and 
Major-General Nakamura, President of the 
Military College, to Vice Minister for War, 

















Tue Import market generally continues dull, 
but some little improvement has taken place 
in a few lies since the opening of the 
year, For the first time for some months a few 
sales of grey shirtings have been reported and 
a fair business has been done in yarns of the 
finer qualities, while enquities have been made 
regarding fancy cottous and woollens, which, 
however, have not resulted in any business of 
consequence, There has been a fall in the 
price of Bombay raw cotton, owing to heavy 
shipments on the way, In metals no fresh 
business is doing but the delivery of a quantity 
of recently arrived stock to former orders 
has been going on steadily. ‘he kerosene 
market is dull for this time of the year 
and quotations for Chester brand have re- 
ceived a stimulant by a reporied casually to a 
ship, the Alexander Gibson, from New York, 
which is overdue at Yokohama, and a portion 
of whose cargo of 75.000 Cases of Chester 
damaged, has been gold at Sydney, The suga 
market is steady and sales of brown have ex- 
ceeded arrivals during the past two weeks, For 
white refined there has been a good demand and 
the prices are hardening. Transactions in the 
export market, go far as staples are concerned, 
have been limited to some small transactions in 
tea and a moderate business in silk, Tne 
holders of silk, both raw and waste, are very 
firm and hold the whip of buyers, as the 
stock is only half that held at the same period - 
last year and in average years, and they know 
that they will eventually get their price, 
though these are now quoted above the rates at 
present ruling in the consuming markets. The 
export of silk handkerchiefs and piece goods has 
not been bris, aud in (uct the business, not only 
forthe current month, but for all last year, shows 
a falling off from the figures for 1896, No 
further exports of rice have been made, but « 
very much larger quantity of Rangoon and 
Saigon grain has been imported than in ordi- 
nary seasons. Iu copper and fish oil little has 
been done. Exchange is slightly improved on 

















Cuina and Hongkong. 
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SPIKIT oF THE VERNA CULAR PRESS. 


The Fiji Shimpo “publishes a series of 
lengthy “articles intended to demonstrate two 
things ; first, that the partition of China among 
foreign Powers is inevitable: and, secondly, 
that the Japanese are much better suited than 
any other people to undertake the task of go- 
verning the Chinese. As to the former point, 
our conlemporary’s wiiling conveys no new 
information, The gist of it is that although 
there have been a hundred and twenty-three 
changes of dynasty in China there has never 
been the slightest change of customs and sys- 
tems in the sense of progress, and that it is now 
hopeless to expect anything of the kind. China, 
in short, is on the downward grade, and her 
descent can not be arrested. The last chance 
of rousing her from her sleep was Japan's adop- 
tion of Western civilization. There is no room 
to doubt that the fact was appreciated by the 
people of Europe and America. The great 
assisiance which they rendered to Japan in her 
modern efforts of reform deserve and receive 
this country’s gratitude, But they were efforts 
dictated not solely by a desire to promote 
Japan’s advantage : they were partly inspired 
by a hope that when the huge empire 
saw the results of its little neighbour's adop- 
tion of Occidental ization, the long-defer- 
red awakening would take place. That 
hope proved fallacious and China is doomed. 
It boots little to analyse the morality of the 
methods adopted by European nations in their 
assaulis upon the huge country’s integrity. They 
may be trampling under foot the principles upon 
which they insist in their intercourse with each 
other, but it is with the facts of their procedure, 
not the fashions, that the world is really con- 
cerned. The work of partition has commenced. 
Germany and Russia have set the example, and 
England and France will not be slow to follow. 
Not to-day, for the first time, does the F1/ 
Shimpo insist upon the proposition that the die 
of China's fate is casi. Time and again during 
the past fifteen years it has enunciated the same 
belief. The history of the world establishes 
two facts, that a State, like everything else in 
nature, must either wax or wane, and thal when 
Progress and stagnation come into contact, the 
latter goes down, We are to-day witnessing the 
application of these principles to China's case. 
Western nations have long had an instinctive 
perception of the feast that awaited them when 
this garden of the Orient should be thrown open 
to their inroads—the garden without guards, 
They have been awaiting that issue, and, in the 
meanwhile, they have taken care that no 
outsider shall obtain a position of vantage. 
That was why Germany, Russia and France 
tarned Japan out of Liaotung. They were de- 
termined that she should not gain admittance 
to the garden before themselves. Now that 
their own opportunity has come, however, they 
are not slow to seize it. Yet the Japanese are 
far more competent to govern the Chinese than 
any Western na They thoroughly under- 
stand Chinese modes of thought and ave in 
touch with the spirit of Chinese customs, Com- 
pare their successes in the recent war with the 
things achieved by France in the so-called 
‘state of reprisals’ twelve yearsago. Hadthe 
Japanese been in the place of the French in 
18 4-5, had they possessed the ships, the wea- 
pons and the resources of the French, would 
the campaign in Tonqnin have ended as it did ? 
It may be urged, indeed, that Japan’s failures 
in Formosa and Korea militate against the 
theory of her comperence to administer the 
affairs of the Chinese or cognate races. But 
Japan's failures in Korea and Formosa are due, 
not to want of innate ability, but to the fact 
that she has been using weapons which she 
does not fully understand : she has been work- 
ing on the lines of Occidental institutions, with 
which she is not yet familiar, and her own 
genius has thus been cramped. Let her ap- 
proach the task when to the systems recent- 
ly adopted by her she can add the force of 
her own untrammelled instincts, the quick, 
resolute, and, at the same time, sympathetic 
impulses of the Yamato-damashi 
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assuredly accomplish great results. The ij# 
stops there. It is too artistic not to leave any- 
thing to the imagination, and it conseqaeutly 
refrains from explaining whether its favourable 
analysis of Japanese capacities ia intended to 
suggest an access of over-sea enlerprise. 
* 
one 

The Vomiuri Shimbun has too articles with 
reference to the relations between England and 
Japan, In the first place, our contemporary 
attempts to analyse Great Britain’s policy to- 
wards this country. The line of inquiry to be 
pursued for that purpose, we read, is to consider 
Great Britain's policy in the Far East, and the 
index of her Far-Eastern policy is to be sought 
in her conduct towards China at present, Since 
the seizure of Kiao-chou by Germany and the 
utilization of Port Arthur as a winter station by 
the Russian squadron, the British fleet in these 
waters has shown extraordinary activity. Ithas 
shown itself at one moment off Chusan; at an- 
other in Chefoo Bay ; at another in Port Hamil- 
ton; at another, in Chemulpo. In short, it has 
been everywhere, Bat its movements e not 
suggested any aggressive purpose. There has 
been no evidence of any design against China’s 
territory. On the contrary, the plain significance 
of these demonstrations has been that Great Bri- 
tain is determined to preserve the peace of the 
East and to check any proceedings calculated to 
interfere with her interests. She has vast interests 
in China, At Hongkong, in the Valley of the 
Yangtze, in the Gulf of Petchili she carries on 
an immense commerce, and the Customs of 
China are under the control of her subjects. 
France threatens her at Hongkong ; Germany 
has planted herself within striking distance of 
the Yangize Valley; Russia menaces the Gulf 
of Petchili and is endeavouring to supplant 
Englishmen in their direction of the Customs. 
‘Yo one and all England's answer, traced by the 
movements of her ships, has been that she for- 
bids any trespass on the sphere of her interests, 
Let the trespasser or trespassers be who they 
may, she will not auffer them. She is the 
Queen of the Sea. We see now what her 
“splendid isolation means.” There is a ten- 
dency to mistake her quiescence for unreadi- 
ness or hesitation, That error was committed 
by the world at the time of the Transvaal com- 
plication, but England dispelled it by a coup 
that astonished the nations. It is not possible 
indeed, to speak with absolute certainty about 
her policy. Inferences alone can be drawn, 
but the inferences seem to be now pretty 
plain, Her views, then, are practically the 
same as those of Japan.” This country also 
desires lo preserve the peace of the East and to 
oppose any encroachments that might bar the 
routes of commerce. Such identity of aim 
existing, it is natural that the two nations should 
gradually draw together. England has shown 
herself markedly friendly to Japan during recent 
years. She declined to join with Russia, 
France and Germany in depriving the Japanese 
of the fruits of their victory in Liaotung, She 
raised no objection to Japan's acquisition of 
Formosa, though Japanese territory was thus 
extended to the neighbourhood of Hongkong. 
She showed the greatest civility to Prince Arisu- 
gawa at the time of his visit to London, and the 
Marquis of Salisbury received Marquis Ito and 
had a long consultation with him. Moreover, of 
late we have heard numerous reports about an 
alliance between England and Japan. Zhe 
Times has advocated it; Lord Charles Beres- 
ford has advocated it; many English journals 
have advocated it; and the tongue of rumour 
has spoken of itas an accomplished fact. All 
these things indicate the mood o' England 
towards Japan, What steps does Japan, on her 
side, intend to take ? 
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The Aippon attempts to prove that the new 
Cabinet is not an Ito Cabinet, but an Inouye 
Cabinet, This contention is founded on the 
pothesis that Marquis Ito's difficulty in organ- 
izing a Cabinet was due, not to any reluctance 











ow his part to join hands with the leaders of 
political parties, or on theirs to join hands with 
him, but on the fact that he could not induce 


Mar- 


8 Choshiu friends to endorse his views. 








quis Ito, had he been’able to carry out his own 
programme, would have formed a union with 
the party leaders and would have organized a 
Cabinet chiefly from the ranks of the younger 
statesmen. But Marquis Yamagata and 
friends opposed the project of an alliance with 
the parties as well ag the admission of young 
men to the Cabinet. Count Inouye, on the 
other hand, while endorsing Marquis Yama- 
gata’s objection so far as political parties were 
concerned, approved of Marquis Ito’s desire to 
employ the younger statesmen. Thus Count 
Inouye represents a compromise and is the link 
between Marquis Ito and the elder statesmen, 
for which reason the Mippon calls the Cabinet 
an Inouye Cabinet. Its statements are purely 
conjectural, 








are 
An article in the Zokyo Shimbun (Liberal 
organ) confirms the impression produced by the 
recent doings of Count Itagaki, that the Liberal 
Party are supporters of the present Cabinet. It 
is explained in the article that the Party would 
have liked to see Count [tagaki holding the 
portfolio of Home Affairs, but the Count him- 
self objected for reasons which our contem- 
porary, while pronouncing them sound, leaves 
its readers to conjecture. Indeed, there is a 
considerable element of vagueness in the whole 
explanation, butits gist is that the Liberals desire 
to set an example of disinterestednes: these 
times when the main object of parties making 
alliances with a Cabinet is to obtain for them- 
selves a share in the sweets of office. That 
insinuation is plainly aimed at the Progres- 
sionists. The two parties ure again at daggers 
drawn, if we may judge by the utterances of their 
organs. It was the Mainichi Shimbun, one of 
the journals representing the Progressionists, 
that opened the combat. It roundly charged 
the Liberals with having made a complete 
surrender of their principles and pledged them- 
selves to supportan independent Cabinet. The 
Tokyo Shimbun replies that such an assertion 
must be regarded as a mean person’s estimate 
of a large-minded man’s views. The Liberals 
understand very well that to tie a Cabinet's 
hands by requiring it to subscribe to certain 
hard-and-fast, and petty, conditions is contrary 
to the broad spirit by which a Ministry mast be 
animated and is inconsistent with good 
administration. Agreemenis of that kind are 
made merely for the sake of appearance, 
and can not fail to result in friction and distup- 
tion, The Liberals are setting an example of 
the pure heartedness and singleness of purpose 
by which genuiuely patriotic politicians ought 
to be animated. It is enough for them that the 
Cabinet is in accord with the principles of 
liberty and progress for which they have always 
struggled, If the Progressionisis can not ap- 
preciate a union on such terms, their's is the 
misfortune, The Liberals are no: in fault. 





























a7 

The Kokumin Shimbun does not think that 
the new Cabinet will satisfy the nation, but, on 
the other hand, has no disposition to attack it 
until its policy is plainly indicated, It is nota 
Cabinet that gives any promise of stability, 
Count Inouye is understood to be a statesman 
of the autocratic school : he sets his face against 
party Cabinets, Baron Ito Miyoji believes in 
party Cabinets and has the Liberals behind him, 
Here is an immediate source of dispute. Then 
the difficulties confronting the Cabinet are im- 
mense. It is true that they inherit them from 
the Matsukata Cabinet, but the Matsukata 
Cabinet, in inn, inherited them from the 
former Ito Cabinet, so that, after all 
Marquis Ito has to unravel a skein 
of his own tangling. The financial problem 
presses for immediate solution, What is to be 
done about it? Only supernatural economists 
could make ends meet without either reducing 
the Army Expansion programme or incre: 
the taxes. Even more importantis the question 
of foreign policy. Marquis Ito has the reputa- 
tion of showing a smiling face to everybody. 
His inclination would be to remain on the best 
of terms with Rassia, with France, with England 
and with Germany. Bat the time has passed 
for that kind of universal amiability. He must 
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choose between Russia and England. Thus the 
circumstances with which the Cabinet has to 
deal are of unparalleled difficulty, and the 
Cabinet does not promise to have even the 
strength of union, Such are the Kokumin's 
views. 








A QUESTION AND AN ANSWER. 
aa ae 


Fapan Gasette. 

Jans vaths 1898. 
In this connexion we 
should fike to ask the 
‘Fagan Mail when, and on 

what occasion, ipa: 
Gasette ever denied the ex- 
istence of such rights (the 


fapan Garette- 
Fae at 86 
There are many 
Dr. Lonholm's 
which the foreigner will be 
glad to know. One of these 
is the law with regard to 
land. The paragraph runs) 





















right of holaiog land by as follows 
superficies). We have no ‘The most important 
reculle of any such right which foreigners will 


denial having been made 
during the present editor- 
ship, and we object to bein, 

made the scape-goat of 
others. Can the Mail quote 
chapter and verse? 


Fagan Gasetter 


be able to acquire in land 
under treaties will be the 
right called superfictes, &c.” 
Fapan Garette. 
Dec. 3rd, 1897- 
We take it that the chief 
application of foreign 
Jan sath, 1898. capital when the new 
The Fapan Mail delibe- ‘Treaties come into force will 
rately “asxerted that we be nd 
have denied that foreigners 
would have the right of 
superficies. We have chal- 
Jenged it to quote chapter 
and verse and it has not 
replied to the challenge. It 
appears to have been guilty 
uf 2 malicious (aleshoed for 
the sake of enjoying a mo- 
imphs Weave 
never the right of 
superficies because we could 
not deny a right of whose 
existence we had no know: 
ledge 
Five points are established by these quota- 
tions :—first, that on October 3rd 1896, the 
Japan Gaselte editorially quoted a paragraph 
from Dr. Lénholm’s book explaining exactly 
what " superficies” is; secondly, shat, on Jan. 
4th 1898, it declared itself without any know- 
ledge of the existence of such a right as super- 
ficies ; thirdly, that on December 3rd 1897, it 
asserted that the most permanent form of land- 
tenure possible to foreigners under the new 
Treaties would be a twenty-five years’ lease ; 
fourthly, that on January 12th 1898, it protested 
against being charged with having denied that 
foreigners would have right (o hold land under 
a superficies ; and fifthly, that on January 14th 
1898, it accused the Yapan Aailof “ malicious 
falsehood ” for having attributed to it such a 
denial, 









Butcapital will be shy unless 
it can obtain security of 
tenure. For enterprises of 
any magnitude a twenty- 
five years’ lease is not sul 
ficient. 

















FAREWELL DINNER TO MR. BOYES. 
+ 

On Saturday evening some thirty members 
of the Yokohama Yacht Club sat down at the 
Grand Hotel to the complimentary farewell 
dinner tendered by the Club to Mr. Richard 
Boyes, the late secretary, who is shortly leaving 
for Kobe. Mr, G. Hawthorne Scidmore oc- 
cupied the chair, having the guest of the even- 
ing on his right hand and Mr. J. O. Averill on 
his left. Mr. Herbert Rose, honorary secretary, 
was vice-chairman. An excellent dinner was 
placed on the table, the following being the bill 
of fare—several of the yachts of the Club, it 
will be observed, finding place in the names of 
the dishes :— 














Sour. 
Printanier & la Royal. 
Polsson. 
Filet of Sole 4 la Normandie. 
ENTREES, 

Petit PAté a la Reine. 
Filet of Beef a la Ideal. 
Salmi of Snipe sur Canapé, 
Loum, 

Celery and Juice. 

Rot. 

Spring Chicken with Dressing. 
Salad. 


EnraeMats. 
Pudding & la Tomioka. 
Turban de Jelly & Ia Marie Louise. 
Eclair a la Chantilly. 


Fruit. Vanilla Ice Cream. Coffee. 


In the course of the evening the Chairman 
rose and proposed the health of the guest. In 
doing so he referred in graceful terms to the 
services rendered the Club by Mr. Boyes; and 
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expressed the hope that in his new home at 
Kobe prosperity would be ever with him, and 
that many prizes would fall to his share in yacht 
racing or other equatic sport. Ou behalf of 
the members of the Yokohama Yacht Club, the 
Chairman then presented Mr. Boyes with a 
pair of handsome silver mounted binoculars. 
He hoped Mr. Boyes would long live to use 
them and that he would, when looking through 
the glasses, always see a friend.—(Loud ap. 
plause.) In conclusion, the Chairman said 
that they would continue to call their guest 
“ Our Boyes,” for he was only lent to Kobe for 
a time he hoped.—(Applause.) 

Mr, Boyes, in response, thanked the mem- 
bers of the Y.Y.C. for their handsome gift. He 
wished them all success in the coming season 
and hoped that they would always have the 
right amount of breeze with them when they 
went afloat. He raised his glass and drank to 
the prosperity of the Yokohama Yacht Club. 

The next two hours were spent in a delight- 
fully informal fashion, many witty imprompin 
speeches—most of them baving a decidedly nau- 
tical flavour, by the way—being made by various 
members at the call of the Chairman. The 
toasts included “The Founders”; the “ Time- 
scale makers"; the Chairman ; the Secretary ; 
the Press; the Officer of Day; the Sendo; 
Owners; Non-owners, etc. One speaker 
suggested that Mr. Boyes should endeavour to 
arrange an interport match between Kobe and 
Yokohama yachis—of the 17-raling class by 
perference—and the suggestion met with mach 
favour, Daring the evening some songs were 
given, Mr, A. M. Delf, contributing several. 











“ CHINESE CHARACTERS.” 
penta 

Mr. A. H. Lay, of H.B.M.’s Consular Service, 
has brought outa second edition of his useful 
volume, *‘Chinese Characters for the Use of 
Students of the Japanese Language.” We are 
glad to see that the work has been sufficiently 
appreciated to warrant a gecond edition. Time 
and again we have ourselves been asked by cor- 
respondents to indicate some facile method of 
studying the ideographs, and we have always 
found in such cases that our questioners were 
ignorant of the existence of such a book as Mr. 
Lay’s. It is wonderful that ignorance of that 
kind should: exist, for the book exactly meets 
the student's difficulties by presenting to him 
the four thousand ideographs in most frequent 
use—four thousand ideographs which are all 
that need be committed to memory by any one 
not aiming at a very high standard of scholar- 
ship. We are inclined to think that Mr, Lay's 
tile is not very wisely chosen, The average 
man is apt to be misled when he reads the des- 
cription ‘Chinese Characters for the use of 
Students of Japanese.” He imagines that there 
is question of some special line of siudy, some 
problem of comparative philology. ‘It is not 
Chinese characters that I want,” he thinks; ‘it 
is Japanese ideographs.” Probably a better 
title would have been “ Japanese Ideographs in 
commonest use,” or some similar phrase un- 
equivocally conveying the fact thai the volume 
contains characters selected by an expert with 
reference to the frequency of their occurrence 
in every-day literature. Mr. Lay tells us in his 
preface that he has carefully revised the first 
edition, and it may fairly be assumed, therefore, 
that he has made the work virtually free from 
blemishes. His system is excellent, and he 
has succeded in getting the printer to use such 
fine type and to do the spacing ‘60 judiciously 
that everything is clear and pleasant. The book 
should be an incalculable boon to students, No 
such aids were procurable five-and-twenty years 
ago, but times have changed immensely for the 
better. It is most satisfactory to find that Eng- 
lishmen retain their prominence in the field of 
Tapanese scholarship. 

















Itis deemed significant in Berlin that 120 
volunteers, including a number of the aristo- 
cracy like Count von Kessler and the Prince of 
Thum and Taxis, accompany Priuce Henry of 








Prussia on his expedition to Kiao-chou Bay. 
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JAPANESE & BRAIN EVOLUTION. 
(ees ET 

An American journal says :—“ Professor 
Marsh, of Yale, has ascertained that animals of 
the present day have laiger brains than their 
predecessors, that the sizes of brains of animals 
in the same groups increased progressively 
from the Eocene through the Miocene and 
Pliocene periods. When a species of mammal 
died out it was found that it hada relatively 
small brain, He also found that the same theory 
held good in regard to birds. Finally he applied 
it to man, who has conquered allelse on the earth, 
The development of the brain has gone on with 
the centuries, and one race after another 
has dominated—always by ils larger brain, In 
modern man, the cerebrum overshadows all 
other parts of the brain combined. Down to 
the present time the largest brained race has 
outmatched the smaller, although the latter 
usually has greater brute force. Professor 
Marsh has weighed the brains of modern peo- 
ples, and discovered that the average brain of 
the Japanese is greater than that of any other 
people. Fifteen years ago he was satisfied that 
they were to figure as a great power among 
nations, perhaps an overwhelming force. His 
conclusions stand almost in the light of pro- 
phecy. They have the brain. Itis a matter 
of speculation how it will be used.” 








MODERN SHANGHAI, 


es 

In Shanghai, which has of late been reported 
booming, a very curious state of things seems 
to be prevailing, says the correspondent of the 
China Mail. Huge high houses are being run 
up on all sides. No superstitious notion as to 
Fung Shui trouble the builders. They run 
them up irrespective of aspect or the width of 
the streetthey are to shadow. We have therefore 
cutting draughts down dark alleyways, and vault- 
like entrances. Every third person just now 
has influenza. And one cannot wonder, It has 
been somewhat unusually cold for so early in 
the year, And the people no longer live in 
luxury, eschewing north rooms. With only 
Belgian glass between them and the blast straight 
from the Manchurian mountains, people sit and 
shiver, thankful to have a roof to cover them, 
for the house-hunger still continues, whilst rents 
have gone up out of all proportion to salaries. 
Coals have jumped up too, so that it is the 
meanest rubbish people are burning, whilst the 
fashionable subject at present for ladies’ tea 
parties is the price of butter, With salaries 
steadily diminishing and prices rising it is clear 
that Europeans will not long be able to live in 
this Climate, unless a change comes some way. 
And whilst to look at the factories all round 
belching out smoke, and the increased build- 
ing, one would think the place was making 
strides towards prosperity, yet never before has 
the struggle for existence been so severe amongst 
the white population. Chinese in soft silks and 
satins spring in and out of carriages driven by 
wonderfully liveried coachmen and footmen, 
whilst well-known Europeans, who used to drive 
good horses, may be seen resigning themselves 
to tickshas. Again and again one sees fine 
houses inhabited by Chinamen, and the Model 
Settlement has been invaded and is over-run 
by the yellow swarms ils land regulations, never 
yet signed by the Minister at Peking, were in- 
tended to shut out, Chinese are all over the 
Settlement now. One cannot walk fast for 
substantial Chinese figures stolidly strolling. 
One cannot drive fast for the rickshas and the 
wheelbarrows all progressing at their different 
rates of speed, How differeut from Shanghai 
of three years ago! 











If things are bad in Shanghai, they are worse 
in Yokohama, Here house-hunger is intensi- 
fied to a degree, rents rising by leaps and 
bounds, quite ont of proportion to the money 
invested in their building; while the struggle 
for existence, with the steadily increasing prices 
of domestic commodities, is also, undoubtedly, 
worse than in Shanghai—for salaries, never inor- 
dinately lavish here, show no tendency to tise in 
proportion to the increase in the cost of living. 











80 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 








FINANCIAL QUESTIONS OF 
THE HOUR. 

It is very true, as vernacular newspapers 
observe, that several questions of great 
difficulty and importance present them- 
selves for solution by the new Minister of 
Finance. These questions may be stated 
thus :— 

1. Briefly speaking, the revenue now 
uing falls short of the expenditures 
indicated in the estimates of the various 
Departments for next year by 23 million 
yen. Where is the money to be obtained ? 
The Matsukata Cabinet proposed to obtain 
it by increasing the taxes on land and 
saké, the former source yielding 12 million 
yen and the latter, fo millions. Will Count 
Inouye adopt the policy of increased taxa- 
tion ; or will he cut down the projected 
expenditures ; or will he have temporary’ 
recourse to the portion of the Indemnity 
not yet appropriated ? 

So far as this particular question is con- 
cerned, the journals propounding it appear 
to forget that the Cabinet which has just 
assumed office will not have to deal with 
any new Budget for the fiscal year 1898-9. 
The Departments must work on the lines 
of the Budget of 1897-8. Past experience 
enables us to foresee, however, that the 
Departments having, in their estimates 
for next year, applied for appropria- 
tions considerably larger than those 
made in the Budget for the current year, 
and there being a necessity for these 
increased expenditures from a progres- 
sive point of view, the figures of the 
1897-8 Budget will probably be exceed- 
ed in 1898-9, and the Government will 
have to seek the post-facto assent of the 
Diet, in its next regular session, to various 
outlays over and above the Budgetary 
appropriations. Still, no financial pro- 
blem in connexion with the regularincome 
and expenditure will present itself for 
solution until the Diet meets next Decem- 
ber. And when the Government comes 
to frame its next Budget, it will probably 
be able to count on an additional income 
of some six million yex from the Customs. 
The new Tariff may go into operation on 
the rst of September, or, perhaps, the rst 
of October. But we do not imagine that 
any considerable increase of revenue will 
accrue from it during the first six months : 
its effect will be discounted by importers. 
From April 1st, 1899, however, when the 
fiscal year 1899-1900 commences, the new 
Tariff should give a substantial increment. 
Of course other sources of revenue will 
have to be found, but the question does 
not press for immediate solution. 

2, The second point relates to Army 
Expansion. Count Inouye is believed to 
be in favour of reducing the number of 
Divisions from 12, as set down in the pre- 
sent programme, to 9. The approval of 
the Diet need not be sought in effect- 
ing such a change. If an increase of 
the establishment were in contemplation, 
the Diet would have to be asked for the 
necessary funds, but for the rest, such 
matters are within the Imperial Preroga- 
tive. It must be noted, however, that 
considerable doubt appears to exist with 
regard to Count Inouye’s views on this 
subject, and also that the Minister of 
Finance has only one voice in a Cabinet. 

The amount of economy that would be 
effected by reducing the projected expan- 
sion of the Army by 50 per cent., that is 
to say, making the establishment 9 Divi- 
sions and’ the Guards, instead of 12 
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Divisions and the Guards, has never 
been clearly calculated by any verna- 
cularjournal. We ourselves are sceptica 
whether the number of Divisions would 
be reduced under any circumstances. 
What seems more probable is a reduction 
of the establishment of each Division. 
Without discussing that phase of the 
question, however, let us assume the 
broad fact of an expansion representing 
an increase of 50 per cent., instead of 
an expansion representing an increase of 
Too per cent., and let us calculate, ap- 
proximately, the saving that would be 
effected by the change. We must be 
content with an approximation, for in the 
absence of details not accessible to the 
public, exact results can not be reached. 
The total cost of the expansion scheme 
on the basis of an increase of 100 per 
cent., is 79 million yen, in round figures. 
Out of that total 23} millions are for the 
construction and armament of forts and 
the extension of arsenals, works that will 
have to be carried out, we presume, 
whether the strength of the Army be raised 
to five hundred thousand or three hundred 
and seventy-five thousand. Hence it 
results that the sum involved in the in- 
crease of the establishment—Ze., the sum 
required for building barracks, stables, 
offices, and purchasing arms, ammunition, 
clothing and horses—is 55$ millions. It 
may appear right toassume, then, that on 
the basis of an expansion of 50 per cent. 
only, 27% millions, or, let us say, 28 
millions would suffice, and that the 
saving would be 27} millions. But a 
preliminary question has to be answer- 
ed, namely, how much of that saving 
could now be effected. The expansion 
programme on the 100 per cent. basis 
began to be carried out in the fiscal 
year 1896-7, and has consequently, been 
two years in operation. ‘That means that 
large sums have already been expended 
upon barracks, offices, and stables, and 
that these buildings have been carried a 
long way towards completion in the case 
of all the 12 divisions. We think it very 
doubtful, indeed, whether the construction 
of the various barracks and offices could 
now be suspended. Probably the most 
economical plan would be to carry them to 
completion, since they will be wanted 
under any circumstances, whatever the 
size of the Divisions. Hence the safest 
method of calculation is to rule the 
barracks, stables, and offices out of our 
estimate altogether. Now the total out- 
lay under those headings being 25 million 
yen, it follows that the difference between 
554 and 25 millions, or 30 millions, is the 
sum to be considered for our present pur- 
poses. Thus, finally, one half of 30} mil- 
lions, or, say, 15 millions, isa probable ap- 
proximation tothe total saving that would 
be accomplished by the proposed reduc- 
tion. Of course that saving would not be 
effected in one year: it would be spread 
unequally over several years from 1898 to 
1903. Thus far we have considered the 
question of extraordinary outlays only— 
ie. outlays not connected with the main- 
tenance of the Army on its increased 
footing. As to the matter of main- 
tenance, the former Army cost 13 million 
yen annually, and the expanded Army is 
expected to cost 264 millions. There 
would thus be a yearly saving of some six 
million yew in this item if the expansion 














were cut down from foo per cent. to 50 
percent. But we make that statement 
with allreserve. The cost of maintaining 
the Army figures at 254 million yex in the 


(Jan. 22, 1898 


present Budget, although the establish- 
ment must still be far short of the expan- 
sion standard, and it is consequently 
plain that the ultimate estimate of 26} 
millions for maintenance will be found too 
small when that standard is reached. We 
can not, therefore, arrive at any hard and 
fast conclusion. 

3. The next question is the floating of 
the various domestic loans contemplated 
in the post-dellum programme. The sums 
that have still to be raised, in the form of 
the Public Undertakings and Railway 
Loans, are :— 












YEN, 
Fiscal year 1897 8, 48,931,250 
Fiscal year 1898-9. 49,947,290 
Fiscal year 1899-19° 19,603,300 
Fiscal year 1900-1901 15,362,790 
Fiscal year 1901 13,927,269 
Fiscal year 1902-3. 14 475 599 





These are sums no part ot which has yet 
been raised. The amount originally set 
down to be floated during the current 
year was larger than the figure shown 
above, but the Government has been able 
to buy some million yer worth of the 
bonds with surplus revenue, instead of 
placing them on the open market. This 
method of financing can not be carried 
on, however, and as there would be no 
hope of obtaining subscribers to such 
securities in Japan at present, the Govern- 
ment will have to think whether a foreign 
loan should not be sought at once. 

4. There is also the problem of the 
great scarcity of capital from which the 
Country is suffering at present. As to 
that, no inkling of the Cabinet's inten- 
tion seems to have yet been gathered by 
the vernacular press. 





CCIDENTS. 
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Mr. Tsutsumi, Vice-Minister of the Im- 
perial Household Department, who was 
recently thrown from his sinrthisha, sus- 
taining severe injuries, is progressing 
favourably towards recovery. His arm 
was fractured so badly that amputation 
seemed, at first, inevitable, but the sur- 
geons of the Red Cross Hospital, whither 
Mr. Tsutsumi was at once taken, have 
succeeded in setting the bone, and as 
fever has not supervened, it is expected 
that there will not be any troublesome 
complications. $sarikisha accidents are 
frequent in Tokyo at present, and indeed 
we donot wonder at it. The engineers 
in charge of the Water-works can not be 
complimented. It really seems as though 
their object was to test the extreme limits 
of the citizens’ patience. The fraud in 
connexion with the pipes ‘must have 


caused great delay, and we do not 
doubt that many difficulties have to 
be grappled with; but whatever al- 


lowances be made on that score, and 
however leniently the aftair be regarded, 
it must be frankly confessed that a record 
has been achieved in the matter of slow- 
ness, and that the condition of the streets, 
already bad enough, has become absolutely 
disgraceful. But apparently the citizens 
of the capital have no disposition to com- 
plain. We have not yet found a protest 
in the columns of a single vernacular 
journal. The truth is that the people 
have no standard by which to measure the 
competence of the experts who are in 
charge of the business. Preparations 


for water-works are evidently supposed 
to involve destruction of the thorough- 
fares for two or three years, and the long- 
suffering citizens ulter not a word of 





remonstrance. 
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POLICY OF THE NEW CABINET, 

aE AT LEE 

A representative of the Zokyo Asahs 
reports an interview that he had with Mr. 
Sone, the Minister of Justice, on the 17th 
instant. The subject of discussion was 
the policy of the new Cabinet. His Ex- 
cellency did not speak very explicitly. 
He explained that there had been only 
two Cabinet meetings as yet; that no 
business had been transacted at the first, 
the second had not arrived at 
on with regard to general policy. 
The impending general election stood 
foremost among topics to be considered, 
and Mr. Sone ventured to say that the 
Government would maintain an attitude 
of absolute neutrality. Second on the list 
of subjects was the Civil Code, which 
awaited the Diet’s consent. he Minister 
did not by any means claim that it is a 
perfect body of laws, but he considered it 
an immense improvement on the Code 
which had been put back for revision in 
1891. If any defects were found in prac- 
tice, they could easily be removed, but, 
in the meanwhile it would be contrary to 
the nation’s best interests that the 
promulgation should be delayed much 
longer. The Government, of course, 
might put the Code into operation by 
means of an Urgency Ordinance, but 
such astep was not likely to be taken 
except in a case of extreme necessity. 
With regard to preparations for the opera- 
tion of the Revised Treaties, Mr. Sone 
thought that they had already been com- 
pleted in great part, but doubtless many 
arrangements had still to be made for an 
event so unprecedented in the case of an 
Eastern State. His Excellency refrained 
from any definite statement on the subject 
of increased taxation or reduction of the 
programme of Army Expansion, but he 
hinted, with regard to the latter, that even 
supposing Count Inouye to be generally 
in favour of a smaller military establish- 
ment than the programme contemplated, 
the special circumstances of the time were 
not favourable to such a change. 

The Mainichi Shimbun, on the other 
hand, alleges that Count Inouye is in 
favour of a form of procedure which will 
amount, practically, to a reduction of 
the Army scheme, though it does not 
take the actual shape of 








an imme- 
diate reduction. The projected num- 
ber of Divisions—namely, — twelve— 


would remain unaltered, and the organi- 
zation of the whole would proceed up to 
a certain point, Three, or perhaps four, 
would then be left with their cadres alone 
completed, and the remainder would be 
pushed to their full establishment. Then, 
in the course of time and in accordance 
with the state of the Treasury, the incom- 
plete Divisions could be raised to the 
same dimensions as the rest. Viscount 
Katsura and Marquis Yamagata are said 
to be in favour of that plan, and Marquis 
Ito does not oppose it. The Afainichi 
Shimbun having long been conspicuous as 
an advocate of reducing the expansion pro- 
gramme, we should not be safe, perhaps, 
in implicitly accepting its version of Count 
Inouye’s views. 





Vernacular newspapers contain several 
paragraphs with reference to financial 
affairs, and the problem of armaments ex- 
pansion, but it is easy to see that the 
writers have no definite information on 
these subjects. Count Inouye, the new 
Minister of State for Finance, is repre- 
sented as working with extraordinary 
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diligence, day after day, to master the de- 
tails of the national accounts, to which, 
naturally, he has not paid any special at- 
tention for several years. It we may credit 
what the Tokyo journals say, the Count 
has not yet evolved any definite financial 
policy, and will not attempt to do so until 
he has become perfectly familiar with 
every phase of the question, That ap- 
pears very probable, though, on the other 
hand, we may fairly assume that when 
Count Inouye agreed to accept the port- 
folio of finance, he had already map- 
ped out the broad outlines of his 
future plan. As for the question of mili- 
tary expansion, journals hitherto con- 
spicuous for their advocacy of the original 
programme are now disposed to repre- 
sentthe War Department as resolutely 
hostile to any retrenchment, and as 
claiming that to reduce the dimensions 
of the project at the present juncture 
would impair the prestige of the State. 
However, the whole question is evidently 
still in the air, and, as we mentioned in a 
recent issue, the Cabinet is not likely to 
commit itself to any final policy without 
very careful consideration. There is no 
doubt, at all events, that the extraordinary 
rise in the prices of commodities during 
the past two years must have falsified the 
estimate formed in 1895 as to the cost of 
maintaining the Army on its contemplated 
establishment. 








SECURITY OF POSSESSION UNDER 
THK NEW CODE. 
Sie 

We observe that, in commenting upon 
the new Civil Code of Japan, a local 
contemporary asks how a superficiary will 
be secured against such a contingency as 
the sale of the land during the period of 
his superficies : in other words, supposing 
that a superficiary has erected build 
on land held under a superficies, what 
to prevent the owner of the land fron 
selling it, together with everything above 
it, to some one quite independent of the 
superficiary. It is a strange question. 
The writer propounding it seems to ignore 
the fundamental principle underlying all 
civil law, namely, that no one can transfer 
larger rights than he himself actually pos- 
sesses. The buildings erected, or the trees 
planted, on a plot of land by a superficiary 
do not belong to the owner of the land: 
they helong to the sup 
landlord has no more right to sell them in 
the manner suggested than he has to sell 
the watch which the superficiary carries 
in his pocket. We do not understand 
ow, even in the absence of express pro- 
visions, there can be any doubt about this 
matter, But, in point of fact, there is no 
lack of provisions, as will be seen from 
the following -— 














Aut. 207 —The tight of ownership of land exe 
lends within the limits prescribed by law to 
what is above and below it. 


Aut. 265 —A supeificiary is one who has the 
right use the land of another person fut the 


purpose of owning thereon buildings, or 
bamboos and trees. 


Aut. 176-1 ion and transfer of sights 
iu rem derive their validity solely from the 
expression of intention of the parties, 

From the portions italicized by us it will be 
plainly seen that the ownership of land 
does not extend to buildings erected on 
it by a superficiary, and that the transfer 
of the land toa third party does not ex- 
tend to the buildings without the consent 
of the superficiary. The whole thing be- 
comes perfectly simple when the form of 











rficiary, and the|’ 


registration is considered—and it will be 
seen from Art. 177 that registration is 
necessary in order to protect rights in rem 
where an immovable is concerned. In the 
register, ownership of land and superticies 
are entered in different columns and un- 
der different numbers. Thus, for example, 
A, the landlord, is registered as the pos- 
sessor of right No. 17, and B, the super- 
ficiary, is registered as the possessor of 
tight No. 18 (the ownership of houses, 
trees, &c.); and A can not transfer right 
No. 18 toa third party without B's 'ex- 
pression of intention,” neither can B 
transfer right No. 17 without A’s expres- 
sion of intention. All other rights are 
similarly entered in the register—as, for 
example, mortgages on the land, or on 
the buildings, &c.—, and every one is 
thus absolutely secured in the possession 
of his jus in rem. 

The above remarks dispose of all doubt 
so far as superficies is concerned, and 
superticies is, in truth, the only kind of 
tenure that need be seriously considered 
by foreigners, for unless a man has ac- 
quired the rights of a superficiary, nothing 
is less likely than that he would take the 
risk of erecting costly buildings and 
planting trees on land owned by another. 
But the journal to which we have alluded 
extends its question to the case of a hirer. 
We are wrong, indeed, to say ‘ extends,” 
for the fact is that, even with the Code 
before it and in spite of all that has been 
written on the subject, our contemporary 
seems to be still unable to distinguish 
between a “‘superficiary”” and a “hirer.” 
Here is what it writes :— 

With regard to the rights acquired by the 


hirer, should the laud be sold during his tenancy, 
as it may be, we are nut clear how his interest is 










i 
Atticle 581 in another section, 
states that ‘the right of a hiser which has been 
registered may be setup against the seller [ol the 
land] during one year ouly of the unexpired term: 
of, the contract of hi 
Bat how is this to 
be regarded as having hut one year’s protection 
for his interest, and if he be ousted by the purchase 
et, what arrangement exists by which he w 
secured conpensation for the value of lis 
hausted improvements? — We should like 
fom Dr. Lénholm, the champion of the 
how the matter really stands, A somewhat c 
sory glance through ithas given us no information 
with tegatd to what should be the proper answer 
(o these queries, the importance of which must be 
mauilest, for if reasonable doubt can be entertain: 
ed asto the measure of the protection of a ten 
evest, foreign superficiaries, at all events, wo 
properly shy of investing his money 
of burldings or making improvements on 
leased property. 






nthe lessee 











shear 




















It will be observed that the above para- 
graph sets out by talking of a “hirer; ” 
then goes on to speak of a hirer “ erect- 
ing buildings; ” then quotes an Article that 
refers explicitly to a ‘hirer; ’’ then asks 
how a “lessees” interests are safe guard- 
ed ; then refers to the ‘protection of aten- 
anus interest,” and winds up by saying 
that, in view of this doubtful state of affairs, 
“foreign superficiaries, at all events, 
would very properly be shy of investing his 
(sic) money in the erection of buildings on 
leased property.” It seems hopeless to 
attempt to straighten out such confusion, 
Our contemporary jumbles up hirers, 
lessees, tenants, and superficiaries in the 
most blissful bewilderment, apparently 
regarding their rights as identical, and 
evidently ignorant of the whole gist of 














the question, namely that a superficiary 

possesses one kind of right—a right 

of ownership—and that a hirer possesses 

another and totally distinct kind of right 
Thi 
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—a right of tenancy—, and that the 
two rights are independently treated 
in different chapters of the Code. So 
far as concerns the right of a “hirer” 
against an owner’s right of sale, it ap- 
pears from Art. 581 that the former right, 
having been duly registered, is valid for 
one year only. The maximum limit of a 
contract of hiring is 20 years (Art. 604), 
but if within that period the owner of the 
hired property desires to sell it, the hirer 
may be required to give up his tenure 
within one year. All. that has no- 
thing whatever to do with a superficies. 
The superficiary is the actual and legally 
recognised owner of buildings erected, or 
trees and bamboos planted, by him, and 
his right of ownership is of equal validity 
with the landowner’s right in the land 
during the period of the superficies. This 
question is becoming a veritable curiosity, 
The displays of mental obfuscation that it 
has evoked are monumental. Critics who 
can not distinguish between A and B would 
really be wise did they abandon the 
attempt to read. 











ENGLAND AS SHE IS DEPICTED. 
Sg 

The pictures of England painted by 
correspondents of American journals have 
long been a subject of amusement, and 
some chagrin, it must be confessed, to 
Englishman in this part of the world. One 
would suppose from the caricatures of 
these limners that the old country was in 
the last stage of decrepitude and that no- 
thing remained for rival nations except to 
sing its dirge. But every ordinarily intel- 
ligent reader knows very well that the 
greater part of the foreign correspondence 
published in the columns of the United 
States newspapers is merely sensational 
romance. No people are more keenly 
sensible of the fact than the better classes 
of Americans themselves. They have 
ceased to take any stock in their journals, 
and the latter, awaking at last to their 
unconsidered position, are now discus- 
sing plaintively the causes of the dis- 
grace. On the whole, it appears to us 
as outsiders that they have discovered 
the true cause, namely, their utter in- 
difference to truth. The discovery has not 
been made in connexion with their foreign 
correspondence but in connection with the 
neglect shown by the public towards their 
views on domestic affairs. For example, 
nearly the whole newspaper press of New 
York was vociferously opposed to Tam- 
many during the last municipal campaign, 
but Tammany won the fight by immense 
odds. In fact, nobody seems to have paid 
any heed to the utterances of the news- 
papers. As representatives or moulders 
of public opinion, they had to take a seat 
“away back.” One of the critics who have 
applied themselves to analyse the causes 
of this humiliation, says frankly that the 
papers have lost their influence becapse 
“they lie too much,” and the voters 
have learned not to believe what they 
say. Another says practically the 
same. thing though in different  lan- 
guage ‘Fifteen years ago,” he writes, 
“it-was discovered by some clever spec- 
ulators that there was a great deal of 
money to be made in journalism by 
uewspapers of the type introduced by the 
late James Gordon Bennett, which made 
no pretence of earnestness, which printed 
everything that people would be likely to 
read, without regard to private feelings, or 
accuracy, or importance, and which,above 
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all things, startled people, no matter how, 
by invention, by head-lines, or pictures.” 
But perhaps the most interesting and artis- 
tically sarcastic comment of all is that of 
The Sun, which claims that the power of 
newspapers in influencing public opinion 
was never so strikingly demonstrated as 
inthis very election, for they succeeded 
in “drumming up” the Low vote solely 
by means of a pure fiction, the “ Plattism 
bogy,” which was a veritable humbug, 
having no existence outside their own 
imagination. In short, by an astute 
exercise of their metier of falsehood, they 
accomplished a momentary resurrection 
of the power of the Fourth Estate, driv- 
ing, at the same time, another nail deep 
into its coffin, Perhaps it is unfair to 
cite the World asa sample of American 
journalism, for though its circulation is 
immense and its pecuniary success pro- 
portionate, its stands about as low down 
in the moral scale as a newspaper can get. 
However, it is in connexion with the 
World's London correspondence that we 
make these remarks. The correspond- 
ent, who understands perfectly that his 
first business is to be sensational, begins 
by declaring that ‘the long threatened 
European conflagration can not be much 
further delayed.” Then he talks of ‘the 
plans for partitioning China being calmly 
discussed by Europe without even consult- 
ing Great Britain,” and then, having dis- 
canted in hysterical terms on England’s in- 
dustrial troubles and the weakness of her 
Army, he quietly declares that ‘a British 
force larger than Wellington commanded 
at Waterloo is retreating before a horde 
of undisciplined hillmen in India,” and 
that the disaster is entirely due to nepo- 
tism and corruption. To refute such folly 
in detail would be only a degree less 
foolish, So far as American journalists 
are concerned, it seems to us that their 
labours on behalf of the Press serve chiefly 
to push it down hill. 











TAK NEW 2ARIFF. 
pie Bi re key 


The confusion into which Austro-Hun- 
garian affairs have temporarily fallen 
constitutes another obstacle in the path of 
the new Japanese Tariff’s operation. Our 
readers are already aware, however, that 
the revised Treaty with Austria-Hungary 
provides for an interval of only one month 
between the exchange of ratifications and 
the operation of the Tariff. The French 
treaty provides six months, and as the 
French Treaty has only just received the 
ratification of the President, it can not 
reach Japan before the end of February, 
We may assume, then, that the ratifica- 
tions will be exchanged in Tokyo about 
the beginning of March, and that so far 
as France is concerned, the Tariff can 
become operative from, say, September 
15th, or, more probably, October rst. 
But the ratifications of the Austro- 
Hungarian treaty must be exchanged a 
month before the latter date; in other 
words, must be exchanged on September 
rst, for, of course, the Tariff must be appli- 
cable to the trade of all the Treaty Powers 
simultaneously ; no one of them can be 
left out. It would be rash to predict any- 
thing about Austria-Hungary’s doings in 
this matter. The delays for which she is 
already responsible are almost comical 
considering the petty dimensions of her 
commerce with Japan, but apparently 
she is fated to block the path as effectual- 
ly as though her nationals had the lion’s 
sole the trade, 
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CIVIL CODE. 


DR, LONHOLM'S 
lh Sen oR deta 

Dr. Lénholm’s translation of the first 
two books cf the Civil Code has reached 
its second edition. These two books com- 
prise 393 out of the 724 Articles already 
promulgated and translated by Mr. J. H. 
Gubbins in the volume to which we re- 
cently referred. The first edition of Dr. 
Lénholm’s translation appeared in April, 
1896—nearly two years ago. It repre- 
sented a remarkable feat of scholarship. 
For the Code was not promulgated until 
February of that year, and since the 
printing and publishing of Dr. Lénholm’s 
book must have taken fully a month, it 
follows that he accomplished his work of 
translation in twenty-five or thirty days. 
He must, therefore, have translated and 
written out an average of sixteen Articles 
daily—a veritable achievement, especially 
when we consider that the learned Jurist 
was, at the same time, discharging his 
functions as Professor of Law in the 
Imperial University. This calculation 
suggests another point, also. It would 
seem that the result of Dr. Lénholm’s 
labours must have been accessible to the 
German Government before the conclu- 
sion of the Revised Treaty with Japan, or 
at any rate, before the conclusion of the 
negotiations relating to revision. If so, 
the work can not fail to have proved im- 
mensely valuable, and we shall probably 
be right if we assume that the explicit- 
ness with which the German negotiators 
were able to define the privileges 
they secured for their nationals—and 
therefore for the subjects and citizens 
of all the other Treaty Powers, also— 
was largely due to Dr. Lénholm’s 
most timely translation. We presume 
that the Government in Berlin has not 
failed to recognise the translator’s work. 
Atany rate his own nationals have to thank 
him for his strenuous industry, and so 
have all the foreign residents, for truly 
without his expositions published in the 
correspondence columns of the $apan 
Mail, it is difficult to see how the persis- 
tent misapprehensions circulated by some 
of the local newspapers in Yokohama and 
Kobe with reference to the tenure of land, 
could have been dispelled authoritatively, 
We observe that Mr. Gubbins in the 
preface of his book, makes brief reference 
to Dr. Lénholm’s work. He says:—"I 
have consulted with advantage Dr. L. 
Lénholm’s translation of the Code.” We 
infer, from the cursory character of this 
indication, that the English sinologue 
did not make large use of the German’s 
work, and, indeed, the fact is demonstrat- 
ed by certain differences of terminology. 
On the whole it seems regrettable that 
some method of cdoperation was not de- 
vised, for the question of terminology is 
of great importance, and a German jurist 
is naturally the best authority on such a 
subject. The Civil Code may be gaid to 
be altogether German. Nothing, or al- 
most nothing, remains of the original 
Code promulgated in 1890 and derived 
chiefly from French sources. The public 
has been under the impression that the 
Committee appointed by the Govern 
in 1891, at the instance of the D 
examine the Code, devoted itself simply 
to revision. But, in point of fact, it has 
almost re-written the Code, taking Ger- 
man, instead of French, law as a basis. 
The result is excellent. The revisers, 
or re-compilers, have brought remarkable 
discrimination and intelligence to their 
task. Their borrowing is made with a 
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full sense of the conditions to which the 
laws have to be adapted, and at the same 
time, they have paid such careful atten- 
tion to general principles that jurists will 
probably pronounce this Code one of the 
best, if not the very best, in existence. 
We trust that Dr. Lénholm will complete 
his translation. He must be perfectly 
familiar with the original laws and is 
therefore in a position to furnish authori- 
tative renderings of the Japanese text. 





SECRET INSTRUCTIONS. 





The Kobe Chronicle re-iterates its fears 
as to the good faith of the Japanese Au- 
thorities in administering the laws of the 
realm when foreigners are concerned. It 
writes :— 

Even if foreigners technically have the right to 

make a “superficies lease’? for filty, a hundred, 
ora thousand years, there is no guarantee, i face 
of the absence of specific provisions in the 
lies, restricting Government from passing a 
law to limit such terms, of 
foreigners in futire asin the past by thes 
secret instructions to the registration authorities, 
‘These points we shall continue to keep before the 
public until some arrangement has been arrived 
at between the Foreign Representatives and the 
Japanese Goverument. 
Thus the position taken by the Kobe 
Chronicle is that the Japanese Govern- 
ment can not be trusted to discharge its 
treaty obligations ; that, having pledged 
itself to extend national treatment to 
British subjects with regard to a certain 
privilege defined by law, it will discrimi- 
nate against them by means of secret in- 
structions to the judicial authorities ad- 
ministering the laws. There is here a 
a double-barreled charge—a charge of 
deliberate mala fides on the part of the 
Japanese Government, and a charge 
against the judiciary of violating the laws 
at the beck of the Executive. Our con- 
temporary intends to keep these chime: 
before the public until some provision has 
been made against them by arrangement 
between the Foreign Representatives and 
the Japanese Government. We fear that 
the Kobe Chronicle has set itself a hopeless 
task. If any foreign Representative were 
to invite a civilized Government to givean 
engagement of’ such a nature, his pass- 
ports would be handed to him within 24 
hours. 

The Kobe Chronicle is further apprehen- 
sive that though the Code, as it now 
stands, grants the right of superficies, 
there is nothing to prevent an alteration 
of the law, by and by, and it desires to 
have that contingency also provided 
against by a special diplomatic arrange- 
ment. We fear that no arrangement of 
the kind is within the range of practical 
politics. The most that foreign States 
can ask from Japan is national treatment 
for their subjects and citizens, It would, 
in fact, be quite futile lo approach any 
constitutional Government in the manner 
suggested by our Kobe contemporary. In 
Japan the Diet has power to make or 
change the laws, subject, of course, to the 
Sovereign’s approval. The Sovereign can 
not guarantee permanency for any law; 
neither can the Diet. Japanese subjects 
are liable to have the laws altered by the 
legislature. Foreigners residing in Japan 
must submit to the same liability. The 
Foreign Representatives and the Japanese 
Goverument. would be willing, doubtless, 
to listen to and entertain any reasonable 
suggestion, but these proposals of the 
Kobe journal are quite beyond the range 


of reason or practical ae. 














































THE BANKS AND INTEREST. 
aaa Cie 

We presume that the step taken by 
several Japanese banks—the Mitsubishi, 
the Third, the Fifteenth, and the Hund- 
redth—in raising their rates of interest, 
has been officially recommended as a 
device for replenishing the store of 
floating capital; or rather, recalling it 
into channels where it will be available 
for the purposes of productive enter- 
prise. At all events, the Imperial Com- 
mercial and Industrial Bank has follow- 
ed suit, and, since the 15th instant, has 
been offering 64 per cent. on deposits 
for six months and upwards, and 1.5 sen 
daily on current accounts. ‘The Post 
Office Saving Banks, also, are said to 
have decided upon paying 4}, or even 5, 
per cent., and it is rumoured that if they 
adopt the latter figure, private banks will 
compete with them by offering as much as 
8 percent. We regard the latter project, 
however, as very unlikely. Seven per cent. 


{| on fixed deposits is alreadyan extraordinary 


figure, and if it does not tempt depositors, 
neither will eight per cent., we imagine, 
Of course, the idea is that hoarding money 
has taken place on a considerable scale 
since the war. It always does take place 
when any feeling of financial insecurity is 
abroad. Apart {tom that, however, people 
who ought to be well informed aliege 
that a part of the large amounts expend- 
ed during the war went into the hands of 
folks who, being quite unaccustomed to 
possess any such sums, have not thought 
of anything better than to hide them 
away. The raising of the bank rate 
to seven per cent. is expected to at- 
tract so much attention that a bright 
idea will occur to these hoarders. At all 
events there is one thing pretty sure, 
namely, that if investors can get 7 per 
cent. from perfectly safe banks like the 
Mitsubishi, the Fifteenth, and so on, they 
will be reluctant to put their money into 
any enterprise that is not of the most 
satisfactory nature. Thus the banks! action 
should produce a salutary effect. Pre- 
sumably, their lending rate will be 12, or 
even 13, per cent., so that another obstacle 
is a placed in the path of bubble e SURI HIRES 





THE CROWN PRINCE'S MAFORI1P. 
pee Sees aseaeaeee, 





The Prince Imperial, as already noted 
in these columns, allained the age of 
eighteen, in other words his majority, on 
the goth of last August. Owing to the 
Court mourning, however, no steps were 
taken lo celebrate the event publicly. It 
is now stated that the ceremony will take 
place at some time during March. The 
details are not yet published, of cours 
but there will presumably be some reli- 
gious observances in the Imperial Sanc- 
tuary, followed by a levee and, perhaps, 
a State ball. Concerning the last part of 
the programme, the Nichi Nichi Shimbun 
observes that as electric lighting was 
abolished in the Palace in 1891, there 
would be great inconvenience in having 
an evening entertainment there, Pro- 
bably one of the detached palaces, Aka- 
saka-Goten or Hama-Rikiu, would be 
used. The ladies of Tokyo will welcome 
the prospect of anything in the shape of 
a ball, From their point of view, the 
dullness of Tokyo during the past twelve- 
month must have been deadly. 














KOBE DIRECIORY. 

a 

Kobe has at length a directory of ils 
own. It is somewhat surprising that a 
Settlement of such importance, a Settle- 
ment which is running Yokohama close 
for pride of place, has hitherto remained 
without a volume so essential. Of course, 
each of the directories published in Yoko- 
hama has invariable devoted space to 
Kobe, but that is a very different matter 
from having a special, unadulterated 
directory, if we may use the expression. 
The Kobe Publishing Company—which 
seems to be synonymous with the Kobe 
Herald—has now stepped into the breach, 
and produced a book of handy size, clearly 
printed, neatly bound, and doubtless ac- 
curate, though on the last point we are 
not qualified to pronounce an opinion. 
The publishers have been fortunate enough 
to obtain 40 pages of advertisements, a 
fact which speaks highly for the business 
enterprise of Kobe. They have supple- 
mented the directory proper by a mass of 








.information on all kinds of subjects, in- 


cluding a list of the local sporting events 
from 1871 to 1897; which list, curiously 
enough, is placed immediately after the 
enumeration of the various missionary 
bodies without so much as a dividing leaf. 
In fact, valuable as are the contents of the 
volume—tariff lists, tables of weights and 
measures, names of well known places, 
postage rates, jinriktsha and sampan 
charges, a,calendar, Japanese eras, notes 
on tides, ‘&c.,—we shall be surprised if 
the confused method of arrangement does 
not call down many anathemas on the 
heads of the compilers during the next 
twelve-month. In the first place, the 
directory itself and the alphabetical list of 
names are sandwiched between a quantity 
of foreign matter, and none of the usual 
marginal devices has been employed to 
enable readers to make direct reference to 
these essential parts. In the second 
place, 18 pages without numerals or letter- 
ing of any kind to distinguish them, are 
inserted after the front advertisements 
and before the calendar, which in turn, to- 
gether with the notes on tides and the 
list of Japanese eras, makes another sec- 
tion of 36 pages, distinguished by Roman 
numerals, the whole prefatory to the 
directory. And in the third place, there 
is no index. How on earth people are 
expected to use the volume, we do not 
perceive. The familiarity resulting from 
long practice can alone obviate the in- 
convenience of such a want of system. 
However, these defects can easily be re- 
medied in next year’s edition, and in the 
mean time the Kobe folks will have to be 
content with the volume as it stands. 














FOREIGN CAPITAL. 

— 

The question of the introduction of fo- 
reign capital continues to be discussed 
earnestly by the vernacular press. The 
advocates of effecting that end by legaliz- 
ing the tenure of shares—as of banks and 
companies—by foreigners seem to be in- 
creasing, but it is difficult to think that 
they fully realize the value of their own 
arguments. The plain, incontrovertible 
fact is that no foreigner will put his 
money into Japanese enterprises unless 
he can have a genuine voice in their 
management and control. There are 
plenty of Japanese companies which 
declare fat dividends, and have declar- 
ed fat dividends ever since they com- 
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menced operations, We have not the 
slightest doubt that many of them are per- 
fectly sound, But which? It is in the 
nature of things that they can not all be 
trustworthy. How is the foreigner to 
make a selection? An Englishman, when 
looking for an investment, is guided in 
great part by the names of the promoters 
and directors. If he himself has a seat 
on the board of directors, the case is 
different ; but if he is an ordinary person, 
merely seeking some profitable and safe 
way of getting a return from his capital, 
he attaches very great, even paramount, 
importance to the auspices under which an 
investment is commended to the public. 
That kind of safeguard is scarcely possible 
in Japan. There are, indeed, a few names 
of leading Japanese merchants and bankers 
whose association with any undertaking 
would have much weight with foreigners ; 
but, on the whole, it would be idle to ask 
Europeans or Americans to place their 
money beyond the reach of their own 
supervision. Of course a company guar- 
anteed by the Government would be a 
different affair, and that is what the ad- 
vocates of inviling foreign shareholders 
recommend. But how could the Govern- 
ment guarantee any particular companies ? 
How could it, why should it, discrimi- 
nate? And if a Government guarantee 
is the desideratum, why do not foreigners 
invest in five-per-cent. Government 
bonds? They would eagerly purchase 
five-per-cents issued by the Govern- 
ment of the United States, of of Ger- 
many or of France, but they seem 
to have no liking for Japanese securities. 
If they will not buy public loan bonds, 
neither will they buy the shares of Com- 
panies. That is certain. In our opinion 
two things are necessary in order to find 
a market abroad for Japan's national secu- 
rities. One is that they should be guaran- 
teed against taxation ; the other that they 
should not be redeemable unless the holder 
wishes to sell—that, in short, the Govern- 
ment's operations of amortization should 
be limited to bonds offered for sale, as is 
the casein England. If those two mea- 
sures were taken, Japanese public securi- 
ties would certainly find foreign buyers, 
but as to obtaining any large sum of fo 
reign capital quickly and cheaply, a na- 
tional loan will probably be found to be 
the only feasible method. 








THEATRICALS IN 10KYO., 
Sn naia rete i 

The Tokyo Musical and Dramatic 
Society gives ils first performance for 
the season on the 26th instant. The 
Society has not lost much time in get- 
ting to work. It was obliged to re. 
main idle throughout the whole period of 
mourning for the late Empress Dowager, 
not, of course, because theatrical perform- 
ances were interdicted, but because the 
relations which the Society has, through 
its patrons, placed it virtually under the 
necessity of observing the mourning rites 
until the end. The r1rth instant was the 
last day of the period, and from the rath 
the hall at the Shoreikai became accessi- 
ble. It will be seen, therefore, that very 
little time has been lost in preparing an 
entertainment. We trust that the Society 
may have a successful season, and that it 
will organise as many performances as 
possible to make up for the long interval 
of idleness. 
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COUNT INOUYE ON FINANCE. 
Cee ages nat 
The 71/6 Shimpo thus epitomises a state- 
ment made by Count Inouye to its repre- 
sentative on the subject of finance :— 


You want to know my views about the finan- 
cial problem, do you? You imaging, then, that 
T have views cut and dried? [held office in the 
Finance Department in 1873, and now, afier 
twentyesix years, [find myself there again. ‘The 
finances of the uation have changed greaily 
since that time, Even to read the Budget of 
1897-8 once through, is no stall task, and every 
ove of its details must be mastered before an 
opinion caw be formed. Sv, your see, I have no 
views as yet. A friend called on me yesterday evens 




























ing and said:—"I understand that you are iv favour 
introducing foreign capital.” [replied :—* Do 
yousuppose that such a question as the ints oduction 





of foreign capital can be decided off-hand? Think a 
ttle, ‘The first thing to be determined is whether 
a necessity to introduce foreign capital presents 
itself. ‘Then, if there does appear to be a necessily, 
we have to cousider the amount, and thereafier 
the method, The necessity admitted, the amount 
fixed and the method settled, it b-comes essential 
Us consider what effect the introduction of foreign 


























capital would produce on economical society, 
and whether that effect might not be in the 
nalme of an aggravation rather than an 
‘amelioration of the present state of affairs. All 





these points demand the most careful analysis. 
Were there question of the finances, of a single 
household, Tmight be able to indicate a present 
inode of procedive asa temporary measure, but 
when the finances of tie uation ace to be dealt 

iib, wo Lemporizing course is permissible; or, at 
any tale, if a temporary expedient be rescited to, 
we must have a cleat idea of what we are going to 














do afterwards.” Tn that strain L answered my 
visitor. ‘The fact is that such an empirical step 4 
the introduction of foreign capital can not be trist- 





ed to restore prosperity under financial complicas 
tions lke those wow existing. [do not say, of 
course, that it is not desirable to introduce foreign 
capital, I merely say that I do uot yet see my 
way. 

‘This has a decided ring of Count Inouye, 
and it tallies, moreover, with the general 
trend of the paragraphs published by 
Tokyo newspapers on the same subject 
during the past few days. 











VOROHAMA’S FIRST CRICKET 


MATCH. 
+ 


We take the following from the London and 
China Express :—The annual concert of the 
Imps Cricket Club, which is composed of mem- 
bers of the staff of the Imperial Institute, was 
held in South Kensington on the roih Dec, The 
chair was occupied by Captain Sir Alfred 
Jephson, R.N., who said that one of the most 
exciting matches he ever experienced was when 
he took pitt in the first_ match ever played by 
Englishmen in Japan, I: was in 1857. They 
had gone out on FLM.S. Sanspared? with a 
large contingent of Royal Marines for the 
Indian Mutiny, and, after landing them safely, 
proceeded to China. On their way they stopped 
at Yokohama, where, by the permission of the 
admiral, they played a cricket match on the 
swamp outside the town, but onl one 
condition, that all should go armed, as the 
country at that period was ina very disturbed 
stats. The match came off, and it was lucky 
that they had all taken revolvers with them, for 
they subsequently learned that not more than 
three-quarters of a mile away a French officer 
had been cat up. 











An Old Resident points out that Sir Alfred 
Jephson, RN., is a little out in his dates when 
ine ascribes 1857 as the date of the first cricket 
maich in Yokohama: that is if it took place on 
the day when the French officer was cut down 
at Ota. This melancholy event occurred in 
October, 1863, the unfortunate officer being 
murdered as he was quietly riding into Yoko- 
hama from Hodogaya. It seems more probable, 
too, that Yokohama first saw the “willow” 
handled in 1863 than in 1857, for at the eatlier 
date it was in all verity a fisherman's hamlet set 





upon.a swamp. 





SIR NICHOLAS HANNEN. 
pas + 

Yokohama appreciated and liked Sir Nicholas 
Hannen so thorouguly that we are tempted to 
reproduce the speech made by Mr. Robert Little 
when proposing his health at a Club dinner 1e- 
cently given in Shanghai :— 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, I assume the Chaire 
man’s consent that I should occupy your attention for 
a minute or two, though | haveno real claitn to do so, 
as Tam not even a bicyclist, But J »m sure you will 
forgive me enthusiastically, when I mention that I 
an about to ask you to drink the health of our Chair- 
man, Sie Nicholas Hannen.—(Cheers.) Thefe are 
many lights in which we can look on Sir Nicholas, 
and no one can appreciate him better than I, who 
have had the honour and pleasure of knowing him 
intimately since he first came to Shaoghai some thirty 
years ago. In that period he has endeared himself to 
us all by his kindness and geniality and earned our 
respect by his ability and straightforward character: 
1 need not say much to you on the subject of his 
social side, We all recognise that he has shown him- 
self a thorough Shanghai man, and nothing that in- 
terests Shanghai is indifferent to him. He interests 
himself in all our sports, as well as in graver matters, 
—(Cheers.) When the amalgamation of the Chief 
Justiceship with the Consul-Generalship was decided 
on, it was remarked that objectionable as the new de. 
parture was, it was alleviated to us by the appoint- 
ment as the first occupants of the dual post of the 
two best men that could have been selected, Si 
Nicholas Hannen and Mr, George Jamieson. — 
(Cheers.) Experience has amply proved the justice 
of the remark, It would not become me to say much 
of Sir Nicholas Hannen as Chief Justice; but I may 
say that it would be impossible to find a more im- 
partial, a more judicially-minded man than our 
Chairman to-night, and it was the knowledge of this 
that gave redoubled force to the wave of indignation 
that spread over Shanghai when the recent gross 
attack) was made upon him in that superlatively 
nsixed Court.—(Renewed cheers, But ! wish special- 
ly to say a few words on the work that Sir Nicholas 
jus done as Consul-General, Rudyard Kipling has 
‘de it a great point in the character of Lord Roberts 
—and it has become a proverb—that “he doesn’t 
advertise,” and I may say the same thing of Sir 
Nicholas. He doesn't go about with a placard on his 
back, “I'm the British Consul-General, and don’t 
you forget it.’—(Laughter.) He doesn’t come up to 
you and say t—" Of course, I don’t want you to say 
anything about it, but it was I who put that aff 
through.’—(Iaughter ) In fact, he consumes his own 
smoke—(renewed laughter), and this modesty of his 
sometimes stands in the way of people knowing the 
good work he hay really done. [ may specially 
mention the neutralisation of Shanghai and the 
Yanglze during the war between Chinu and Japan, a 
did measure which was entirely conceived and 
d out by Sir Nicholas, Me got no gratitude for 
it from the Chinese, There were some other Powers 
that saved Linotung for China, and the Chinese have 
been so grateful that they have allowed those Powers 
to take ail they saved and motetoo, but as far as we 
know they never even thanked the British Government 
and Sir Nicholas. ‘Then those who have much to do 
with land tenure here know what good work >i 
‘ticholas bh done in this direction, and in the 
thwarting of the malignant designs of the Shengko 
Office, He has done splendid work, too, in 
connection with the Mixed Court, and there ae 
spheres outside Shanghai also where British interests 
would have b- en notably promoted if the advic: 
by Sir Nicholas had been tnken. I have det 
perhaps unduly, but I felt that as Sir Nicholas is shortly 
leaving us—happily only fora short time—I could not 
let this opportunity slip, now that he has ceased 10 
be ConsulkGeneral, of drawing attention to the able 
manner in which he has filled that post, and I ask 
you to drink with me the health of our Chairman 
tornight, Sir Nicholas Hannen. of his amiable and 
popular wife, Lady Hannen, of Miss Hanuen, and of 
Shanghai's pet, Beau—(Cheers.) 


This speech is interesting, not merely for its 
own sake—and assuredly it is a capital oratorical 
effort—, nor yet for the deserved eulogium it 
bestows upon Sir Nicholas Hannen, but for the 
speaker's splendid indifference to the reserve 
usually observed in alluding, ata Club dinner 
and in the presence of a number of nationali- 
ties, to the acts of « British official in his official 
capacity. Itis easy to see that Shanghai has 
the advantage, or disadvantage, of lying far 
beyond the range of diplomatic influences. Sir 
Nicholas Hannen’s answer is summarized in the 
most general terms, and we do not doubt that 
it was very “general.” 






































































Dr. Schmidt-Leda, German Consul-General 
for Japan, who is at present staying in Berlin 
on leave, has been attached to Baron von Rich- 
thofen, in order to assist him in conducting the 
affairs of the Colonial Department. 





Jan. 22, 1898.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


85 








ENGLAND IN CHINA. 


neg 
NCREDIBLE as the intelligence sound- 
ed at first that the British Government 
was disposed to guarantee a Chinese loan, 
the course of subsequent events and 
the persistence of the rumour forbid us 
to dismiss it as a pure canard. An air of 
probability was imparted to it at the out- 
set by the rate at which the loan was 
alleged to have been fixed, namely, 110, 
the interest being 3 per cent. Bonds 
bearing three per cent. interest and 
secured by the guarantee of Her Majes- 
tv's Government, would find eager pur- 
chasers in London at a premium of ten 
per cent., but of course such figures would 
be out of the question did not the trans- 
action stand on an official basis. Since 
that first rumour reached us, there has 
been no contradiction. On the contrary, 
every fresh item of news has been con- 
firmatory, especially the telegrams sent 
from Peking to the ¥ij¢ Shimpo, under 
date of the r4th, 15th and 16th instant. 
These telegrams indicate that certain 
conditions have been submitted to China 
by Great Britain, and of course no- 
thing of that kind would be pro- 
bable if the question of a Government 
loan were not on the apis. Never- 
theless many people will find very great 
difficulty in believing that Lord SALISBURY 
and his colleagues have taken such a 
step. Parliament is not silting at present 
—will not be sitting until February—, 
and though Lord BEACONSFIELD negoti- 
ated the purchase of the Suez Canal shares 
in November 1875 without consulting 
the Legislature, the transaction differed 
Fadically in character from aloan to China, 
and was, moreover, of smaller dimensions, 
four millions sterling being the amount 
involved in the Canal affair and sixteen 
millions the sum in China’s case. It has 
to be remembered, however, that the 
Russian Government already figures as 
China’s creditor ; that Russia and France 
are responsible for the invention and 
employment of this new diplomatic de- 
vice, which, according to their method 
of employing it, serves primarily to 
threaten British interests, and that the 
security offered by the Chinese Customs, 
although a great part of them is already 
mortgaged, amply suffices for an additional 
debtedness requiring only some five 
millioz taels annually for interest and 
amortization, Lord SALISBURY was a 
member of Mr. DisRAgLI’s Cabinet in 
1875 when the KHEDIVE’S shares were 
acquired, and he must have a very lively 
recollection of the chorus of applause 
which the act evoked from the country 
and of the praises with which the air 
rang for the courage and spirit shown by 
the Conservative Ministry. The truth is 
that the British nation is always ready to 
welcome such coups. 
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most methodical Englishman, and he is 
ready at all times to throw his hat into the 
air and shout himself hoarse over every 
evidence of ‘the tight little island’s” go- 
aheadness. There is no room to doubt that 
the SAtisBuRY Cabinet will find them- 
selves the objects of a popular pean if 
they take the step attributed to them by 
rumour, In truth, to every Englishman 
who takes the trouble to think, it must 
seem somewhat farcical that finance should 
be employed by an European Power as a 
weapon for forcing England out of the 
field, If Russia and France waited to 
challenge her to a trial of strength in the 
Far East, they might have chosen some 
arm which she is less competent to wield. 
We may say here, however, that, so far as 
we can ascertain—and we have made in- 
quiries in responsible quarters—there is 
as yet no official knowledge in Tokyo of 
the measure proclaimed by the telegraph, 
and we must therefore dismiss as apocry- 
phal the statement that Japan is support- 
ing Great Britain. We entertain very 
little doubt that Japan would be quite 
ready to support Great Britain in all the 
steps thus far attributed to the latter, but 
England scarcely needs any help in such 
a matter: she can score off her own bat. 
This brings us at once to the question 
of the conditions said to have been laid 
down by HER Majesty's Government, 
the opening of three ports, one in Hunan, 
one in Kwangsi and one in the Liaotung 
Peninsula, and the construction of rail- 
ways in the valley of the Yangtsze and in 
Yunnan, As to these railways, the same 
comment applies as that previously made 
by us in the case of Germany’s alleged 
demand for the building of lines in Shan- 
tung. China is precluded by her treaties 
from granting any such privilege exclu- 
sively to the nationals of one State. She 
may adopt any course she pleases so far 
as individual Englishmen, or individual 
Frenchmen are concerned, but she may 
not pledge herself to British subjects, 





as such, or to French citizens, as such, to]! 


the exclusion of the citizens and subjects 
of other Treaty Powers. It is not imagin- 
able that any proposal of the kind has 
been made by Her Majesty’s Government. 
The railway condition, if formulated, 
doubtless aims at nothing more than 
securing China’s acquiescence in the gene- 
ral proposition that Yunnan and the Valley 
of the Yangtsze shall be supplied with rail- 
way communications. As for the opening 
of three new ports itis a proposal worthy of 
special notice for it clearly establishes the 
distinction between the policy of Great 
Britain and the policy of other European 
Powers in the Far East. England simply 
seeks to bring the whole of the Chinese 
empire within the direct sphere of foreign 
commerce. She does not any 
territory for herself or any new naval 
stations. 
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She stands forward solely as 
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Kingdom’s resources is her programme, 
and she invites every country to share in 
The attitude of opposi- 
attributed to Russia and France 
seems scarcely credible. Plausible theo- 
ries can be fitted to it, of course, but 
it of a_ newspaper 
to discuss such a subject until the facts 
are fully ascertained. 
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THE KAISER AND PRINCE BENKY. 
+ 
We have now before us the text of the re- 
markxble speeches made by the German Em- 
peror and Prince Henry at the banquet in Kiel 
Castle on the 15th December. 
The Emperor sai 


My dear Henty,—As I arrived at Kiel to-day 
Twas thinking how often T had entered this town 
with feelings of pleasure, whether I came for pure 
poses of sport or, at your side and on my ships, 
to take part in some military undertaking, When 
Iset foot in the town torday it was under the in- 
fluence of solemn leelings, for Lam fully conscious 
of the task T have impo-ed upon you, and of the 
responsibility which fally upon me. But, at the 
same time, [am conscious that it is my duty to 
extend and enlarge what my predecessuis have 
bequeathed to me, ‘The journey which you will 
undertake and the task which you have to fulfil 
imply in themselves nothing new; they ave the 
logical consequences of what my grandfather, of 
Ulessed memory, and his great Chancellor founded 
in the political sphere, and of what our illustrious 
father wou by his sword ov the battlefield; they 
ave naught but the first ma 
aoited and newlyearisen Geman Empire in its 
Uansmatine mission, In the stupendous develop» 
ment of ils commercial interests, the Empire has 
ned for itself such a wide sphere that it is my 
duty to follow the new German Hanseatic League 
and to bestow upon it the protection it can claim 
from the Empire and the Emperor, 

“Our German brethren in the service of the 
Charch, who went forth to prosecute theit tranquil 
activity, and who did not hesitate to stake their 
lives in order to give our seligion a home on a 
foreign soil among a foreign peaple, placed them 
selves under my protection, What has now to be 
done is to create for these brethren, who have ve- 
peatedly been mulested aud often persecuted, # 
stay and a defence for ever. Fur this reason the 
enterprise which | haveinteusted to you aod which 
you will have to accomplish, along with the com- 
tades and ships which are already on the spot, is 
essentially delensive and nol offensive, 

© Under the protecting banner of our G 
ships of warour commerce, the Gein 
and German vessels must naw obtain those rights 
which we may jusly claim—the same rights 
which the foreigner concedes to all other nations, 
Our commerce in, indeed, no new creation, The 
Hanseatic League in olden times was one of the 
iglitiest enterprises that the world ever saw. 
The German towns were once able to fit out 
fleets such as the broad back of the sea had 
probably never borne before, But the League 
decayed and ineviiably declined because one of 
the two conditions of its maintenance was lack= 
ing—the Imperial protection, The times have 
changed. ‘The first preliminary condition, the 
German Empire, has bee he second 
condition is also present. commerce 
flourishes and develops, and it can ouly develop 
in prosperity and safety when it feels safe under 
the Imperial power. Imperial power means naval 
power, and waval power and Imperial power ate 
ton each othe: uch wise 

the one cansol exist without the other. 

“ Asa symbol of [Imperial and naval power the 
squadron which your division goes to reinforce will 
now have to act, Let it mamiain sincere reas 
tions and good friendship with all comrades be- 
longing to foreign fleets in those distant waters, 
and let it be a strong defence for the interests of 
our country against every ove who would meddle 
with the Germans, Such is your migsion and 
your task. May every European in those distant 
Fegions, may every German merchant, and, above 
all, may the foreigner on whose soil we are, or 
with whom we shall have to deal, be aware that 
the German Michael has firmly planted his shield 
with the device of the man Eagle upon the soil 
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in order once for all to give his proiection to all who 
ack for it. Aud may our countrymen in those 
(OEM AL,/AMbey priests or be they merchants, of 
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the protection of the Geeman Empire implied by 
the German ships of war will be steadily vouch- 
safed them, But should any one essay to detract 
from our just rights or to injure us, thes up and 
‘at him with your mailed fist. (fahre dasein mal 
gepanzertey Faust), and if it be God's will, weave 
for your youthfal brow a wreath of laurel which 10 
one’ in all the German Empive will grudge you. 

In the firm conviction that, imitating excellent 
models—of models of conduct, God be thanked, 
our House can show plenty—you will fulfil my 
ideas avd wishes, I raise my glass and empty it to 
your health, wishing you a good voyage, a good 
performance of your task, and a joytul return, 
Long live his Royal Highness Prince Henry! 
Hartah! Hurrah! Huerab 

Prince Henry's reply w 

Most angust Emperor, mast mighty King and 
Lord, illustrious brother,—We grew up together 
as children, Later on it was our privilege, as 
men, to look into each othe’s eyes and faithfully 
to stand by each other, The Imperial crown bud 
ded for your Majesty with thorns, [have in 
my narrow sphere and with my feeble powers, as 
a soldier, and asa citizen of the State, to help your 
Majesty. A greater epoch came, an epoch of im 
port for the nation, an epoch of import for your 
Majesty's wavy. Your Majesty has most graci- 
ously made the sacrifice (die Eustangung gehabt) 
of intrusting me with this command. I thank your 
Majesty with a most laithful, a brothely, and a 
most humble heart, 

L very well know the thoughts of your Majesty. 
Tknow what a great sactifice ix involved wh 
your Majesty intrusts me with such a splendid 
command. And it is this that moves me most 
profoundly ; it is for this that Tthank your Majes- 
ty most sincerely, In the second place, I am pre 
foundly obliged to your Majesty for the confidence 
which your Majesty reposes in my humble person. 
Of one thing I may assure your Majesty—neither 
fame vor lawels have charms for me. One thing is 
the ain thatdraws me on—it is to declare in fureig 
lands the gospel of your Majesty's hallowed person 
(das Evangelium Eurer Majestat geheiligter Person 
im Auslande 9u kiinden), \o preach it to every one 
who will hear it, and’ also to those who will not 
heart, This gospel I will have inscribed on my 
Danner, and [will inscribe it, withersoever I go. 
‘The same sentiments which inspire me as I set 
forth ae cherished in my comrades. 

I taise my glass, and as lor those whose happy 
fate it is to be permitted to fare forth with me, T 
call upon them to impress the image of our Kaiser 
upon their minds and to let the cry resound fat 
over the world—Most angust, most 1 belov- 
ed Emperor, King and Lod, lor ever and ever. 
Hurrah ! Hurah! Hureah ! 


The Berlin correspondent of Zhe Times, 
referring to these speeches, of which the above 
are his translations, say: 


‘The tone and phraseology of the Imperial and 
Royal speeches, which T have endeavoued faith- 
fully to convey, ave unusual, even if allowance he 
made for the ‘difference between German and 
English idiom, a difference neatly as great on 
such occasions as that between English and Chi- 
nese. In several senses the significance of the 
speeches is, however, only the more marked, 


Lhe Times, while making full allowance fur the 
fact that every nation has its own conceptions 
of eloquence and good taste, and that the two 
speeches are not to be judged strictly by 
English standards, thinks, that 

if a broad smile does not play overthe Teuto- 
nic countenance as these august utterances are 
disseminated through the Fatherland, the 
wicked Frenchman’s question whether humour 
formed part of the equipment of the German 
intellect, will be decided irrevocably in the 
negative.” Noting that the voyage about to be 
undertaken by Prince Hewry is “what most 
Fnglishmen and all English naval officers 
would think a very pleasant trip,” it contrasts 
with this common-place purpose “ phraseology 
only worthy of the heroes of melodrama,” and 
then goes on to say :— 


It is the sort of job which quite unconsidered 
British commanders have done over and over 
again to the entire satisfaction of their countrymen 
and to their own without effort and without fuss. 
Indeed, the chances seem to be that Pricce Hemy 
will have so fighting at all if abject submission 01 
the part of the Chinese will avert it the 
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nevertheless, 























seg high-flown to modern ears if they had been 
uttered by # Philip UL. as he despatched the ‘ In= 
vincible Armada,” or by a Cheistopher Columbus 
about to carry the doiinion of Spain over oceans 
which no keel had ever ploughed before. The 
Emperor evokes the memories of Metz and of 
Sedan to encomage Prince Henry to keep up a 
stout heart as he faces the perils of the Suez Canal 
and the terrors of the China Sea. He says it is 
his duty “to extend and enlarge what his prede- 
cessors have bequeathed to him,” and. apparently 
le hopes to act as  Mehrev des Reichs” to the 
extent of a coaling station, He very uly observes 
that the voyage and the task’of Prince Hemy 
ave “nothing new.” But he affects 10 see in this 
little punitive expedition the commencement of a 
new eva, ‘They ate, we are told, “the first mani- 
festation” of the new German Empire in its 
tan e mission.” The Prince’s squadron 
will now “have to act” as ‘a symbol of Imperial 
and naval power” and about this part of the 
speech there occur a few words which perhaps 
reveal the true meaning of this astonishing dis- 
“Imperial power,” says the Emperor, 
“(means naval power, and naval power and Im- 
perial power are implicity dependent on each 
oiler in such wise that the one cannot exist 
without the other." So far as Imperial power 
beyond the seas is concerned we cordially agree, 
but before Germany makes up her mind to under- 
take the burden of such an empire she will. pro- 
bably sit down and count the charges which it e1 
tails, The Emperor insists that the aims 
which he is despatching his fleet are puely de- 
fensive, But he wants everybody to know that 
“the German Michael has fiumly planted his 
shield with the device of the German eagle upon 











































the soil”—apparently upon the Emperor of 
China’s soil—tin order once for all to give his 
protection to all wha may ask for it.” What 
would the German Empecar and the Geeman 
Press have to say of any person unrightes 
ous enough to formulate such doctrine as 
this, say, in South AficaP And be makes 


ho seciet of the means by which the German 
yael with his German eagle are to fulfil their 
beneficent mission. Should any ill-advised person 
be so rash as to injure that individual or detract 
from his just rights, the Emperor exhorts his bro- 
ther to smite the offender “with his mailed fist, 
and if it be God's will "—piety was ever a grace 
of the Hobenzolle weave for his youthe 
{ul brow a wreath, of la 
























Vhe feelings of Prince Henry, who has been 
hitherto regarded as a sober and quiet personage, 
when he was called upon to reply to this effusio 
are Hot to be envied. biless be felt that 
had little choice as to the character of his remarks 
and determined to “ play up to” his senior. He 
seems to have fallen into the ettor so com 
mon with the intitaiors of great actisis and 
to have exaggerated all the exaggerations of 
the master. After saluting his brother in langu- 
age of salutation eminently suggestive of rece 
Oriental studies, he, ton, reverted to the recollec= 
tions of childhood. He stated that he and his 
brother had grown up together—an incident not 
uncommon with childien of the same patents of 
lar years. As he grew older, he said, he had 
enjoyed the privilege of looking into that brother's 
eyes. Pethaps i is this experience which enables 
him to assure us that “he very well knows the 
thoughts of His Majesty "—a knowledge which we 
had imagined past the power of mortal wit, He 
thanked His Majesty for the self-sacrifice the latter 
had shown in despatching him to China, and the 
he went on to set forththe way in which he concei 
ed his mission, Not fame nor laurels have charms 
for him, He has but a single aim, and it is an 
aim which we feel quite incapable of adequately 
expressing in any words of ous. He goes forth, 
he assures his broth “to declare abroad the 
gospel of your Majesty’s anointed person; to 
preach it to every one who will hear it, aud also 
lo those who will not hear it. This gospel,"” he 
protesis, “IL will have inscribed on my banner, 
and [will inscribe it, whithersoever TE go." 
An exhortation to his shipmates and comrades 











































to “impress the image of their Kaiser on their 
minds and to let the cry vesound far over the 
world, Most August, Most Mighty, Beloved 


Emperor, King and Lord for ever and ever,'” 


closed this specimen of almost Byzantine self- 
abasement, unique in the annals of modem 
Europe. Yesterday Prince Henry got through 
the Baltic Canal without further accident, 
The Emperor, who accompanied him part of the 
way, took his departine vot unfittingly amidst 
the blaze of Bengal lights and hucried off to 
Fiiediichsruh to pay a visit to Prince Bismarck. 
The private reflections of the old Iron Chancellor 
on the Imperial performace will be decidedly in- 

Unhappily we ave hardly likely to get 


Cevestipg 
yohe: present, 
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Tohatisall very true, no doubt, but Zhe Zimes 
itself, in its mood of merriment, appears to for+ 
get the collateral issues involved in the Kiao- 
chou proceeding. So faras the China of the 
moment is concerned, the Emperor of Germany 
must be thoroughly cognizant of the fact that 
he is sending ironclads to bomdard parapets of 
cheese. He knew, when he was speaking at 
Kiel, that China had already folded her hands 
in meek submission, and that anything like 
formidable resistance on her part, or even re= 
sistance of the feeblest kind, was out of the ques- 
tion, There were other issues to be considered, 
however, issues of the gravest character. Ger- 
many, by her Kiao-chou coup, has deliberately 
entered an arena where she can not possibly 
sustain herself by her own unaided strength, 
She is not equipped with means to play the part 
of an aggressor in the FarEast, Her fleet does 
not begin to be sufficient for that purpose. She 
can not spare troops for a campaign at such a 
distance from home. She has no coaling 
stations, and, in the event of war, she would 
find herself, unless she had an ally, without 
dockyards, without a good basis of operations, 
and without sources of supply. The step that 
she has taken is thus seen to be one of the most 
dating in history, Whether it is the daring of 
genius or the rashness of unwisdom, we hesitate 
to pronounce an opinion, but all thoughtful 
men must see that the safety of the position now 
assumed by Germany in the Far East, depends 
primarily on the good will of France and Rus- 
sia, Suppose Germany confronted by the con- 
tingency to provide against which all her efforts 
have been directed during recent years, the 
contingency of an attack by Russia and 
France in combination, would not disaster be 
certain for her in the Far East?) With the help 
of her partners in the I'riple Alliance—Italy and 
Austria-Hungary—she could doubtless hold her 
own in Hurope, but neither Italy nor Austria- 
Hungary would be of any use to her in the 
China Seas. She would be there at the mercy 
of her enemies, for let her ships be the best in 
the world and her sailors the stoutest, the odds 
against her would be simply overwhelming. 











‘Thus she has created a vulnerable point 
her armour. China is nothing to her, but 
Russia and France are a great deal, It is not 
conceivable that the Emperor failed to appre- 
ciate any of these issues when he ordered the 
seizure of Kiao-chou and the despatch thi- 
ther of a squadron which can not be spared 
from home waters without causing serious 
weakness there. Such considerations do not 
suffice account altogether for tone 
of the speeches delivered by his Majesty and 
Prince Henry, but they impart to the Kiao-chou 
incident a complexion very different from that 
of a mere punitive expedition against an un- 
resisting State, Germany has launched outin a 
direction where her weakness is conspicuous, 
and has undertaken responsibilities which she 
can not hope to discharge without immense 
danger. By Englishmen the fact onght to be 
welcomed, we think, for it points to an enfente 
with Germany. There have been causes of fric- 
tion during the past two years, but the instincts 
and aims of the two nations draw them together, 


and it is very easy to conceive a cordial under- 
standing beiween them in the Far East, After 





to the 


all Germany at Kiao-chou is posted between 
England and Russia in the Chinese empire. 
She may join hands with the Great Northern 
Power, but such a,union must hold in Europe 
as well &4 if) /Algia.' B4lthat probable ? 

tit . 


TY OF | 





Jan. 22, 1898.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


87 





MONTHLY SUMMARY OF THE 
RELIGIOUS PRESS. 


a FIRES 
In our last Summary we epitomised an article 
Published in the SAzyd on the “ Reorganisa- 
tion of the Christian Church,” in which the 
writer dwelt on what he conceived to be the 
evils attendant on the present system of propa- 
gandism. In the next number of the Shilys 
the discussion is continued, the following being 

_ the conclusion to which the essayist arrives, 
(1) The theological seminaries now in exist. 
ence need tobereformed. They deal too much 
with dry doctrines and theories and too litile 
with practical Christian life. The students 
spend too much time in learning what theolo- 
gians have said about Christianity and too little 
in direct and tangible proofs of the truth and 
power of the Christian religion. The scope of 
the teaching in schools of Divinity is far too 
narrow, The education given should embrace 
instruction on all general subjects, while im- 
Pressing on the students the importance of reli- 
gion. A study of the theology of the Christian 
Church in its entirety is quite uunecessary. 
One thing certainly should be impressed on the 
minds of theological students, namely, the im. 
portance of their becoming independent in 
after-life. This independence can be best at- 
tained by the young men receiving a training 
that shail qualify them to become teachers in 
schools and the like. (2) The second great 
rs is desirable to effect concerns 

each separate church. Instead of being as 
they now are, bodies of the nature of worship- 
Pers at temples with a priest at their head, I 
would feign have them constituted like a club, 
where the responsibility of keeping up the 
tone of the body rests with each individual 
member. The principal object of the existence 
of a Christian Church is not the observance of 
Certain traditional ceremonies nor the defence 
of Christianity against hostile attack, but the 
manifestation to the world at large of the 
spirit of Christ. This object precisely cor- 
responds with the motives that have actuated 
most of the founders and promoters of Clubs, 
A prosperous Club has a character, a principle 





























and a tone of its own, and hence makes its in- 
fluence felt in the world, The reforms I have 
Proposed may appear to some too sweeping and 
to others quite unpractical, but to me they seem 
to be neither extreme nor fanciful. Given a 
number of Japanese Christians whose one ob. 
ject it is to present Christianity to the world in 
the most attractive form conceivable, the adop- 
tion of the course I have recommended is a 
step they would take without the least hesitation, 
. 
oe 
In an article entitled “ Our attitude to Ortho- 
dox Christianity,” the Shzayd enunciates its 
principles in the following term: 
of the stagnancy in the Ch 
ely complained of, is to be attributed to 
the spirit of compromise which has crept in 
among us. What we have always recommend- 
ed is imilation of religious thought derived 
from other sects, without yielding up a single 
jota of what we conceive to be true, Where 
agreement is possible the sects should unite, 
but to sink fundamental differences would 
involve emasculation. It may be well to 
enumerate the principal points on which 
as champions of the cause of liberal Christ- 
ianity we differ from the orthodox. Briefly 
stated, these have reference to (1) the character 
ofthe Bible ; (2) the nature of Christ, and (3) 
the subject of original sin. We do not think 
that the Bible is by any means perfect. We do 
not believe in the Divinity of Christ, and we do 
* not regard the human race as suffering from 
the effects of the sin of Adam and Eve. With 
us the final Court of Appeal for the settlement 
of all religious disputes is neither the Bible, the 
Church, nor tradition, but the reason of each 
individual Christian, Hence it follows that no 
Christian is under any obligation to observe 



























Ceremonies or conform to practices which to|~ 


his or her individual conscience seem objec- 
tionable or unnecessary. At the same time we 
believe in the existence of God all that is 


implied thereby, We hold jin h(gh eye IS iw in his reply to Mr. 





the words and the character of Christ. We are 
earnest advocates of his doctrine of universal 
love, and we believe that it is quite possible for 
men and women to be so transtormed as to be- 
come God-like. Hence we consider that we 
have every title to be ranked among Chris’s 
disciples, * 

The Shitlyd reports an interesting conver- 
sation between Mr. Kuroda Sempé and Dr. 
Motora on the “Nippon Shugi” movement, 
which we give in the form of question and an- 
swer, . 
Kuroda—It would seem that individual- 
ism and nationalism are incompatible with each 
other, They can’t both atiain their objects. 
What is your opinion ? 

Motora—Whenever no opposition to the State 
is involved, liberty should be given to in- 
dividuals to act as they please. If the State 
needs the house that I occupy it is my duty to 
give it up. This principle has been denied in 
America, however, from mistaken notions as to 
the limit of State power. 

Kuroda—Does not what is known as the 
“Nippon Sbugi” emphasize nationalism rather 
than individualism ? 

Motora—No. It emphasies Japan and things 
Japanese. 

Kuroda—But does the Japanese exist who 
does not think highly of Japan? Is there any 
necessity for laying such stress on the subject 
atthe present time? 

Motora—Undoubtedly there is, Loyalty and 
filial piety have been practised’ in Japan from 
time immernorial, but there is still need of 
dwelling on the importance of these virtues. It 
the same with “ Nipponism.” 

Kuroda—Does not “Nipponism” imply that 
the State is Supreme (38 )? 


Motora—No. This is by no means the main 
purpose of “ Nipponism.”* 

Kuroda—Is not the “ Nippon Shugi ” move- 
ment a mere device for getting rid of religion? 

Motora—With the progress of the movement 
religion will disappear. What need is there to 
devise special means for its abolition ? 

Kuroda—If what you say is correct, most 
people entertain very mistaken notions of the 
true nature of the * Nippon Shugi. 

















ed prefaces. The book sells at 35 sen per copy at 

the Keiseisha, Izumo-cho, Kydbashi, Tokyo. 

The argument of the work is that experience 

is the only true test of the efficacy of a religion, 

The author quotes the experience of a number 

of persons of all ages, ranks and professions, 
.. 


ore 
The Shakya discusses the connection of lite- 
rature and religion historically so far japan 
isconcerned. The most productive periods in 
the history of Japanese literature were the ninth 
centuty (the Heian era) and the hundred years 
that followed the Genroku era, say from a.p. 
1688-1788. The impetus to literature in each 
case came from a degeneration in morals con- 
sequent on the continuance of peace. One of the 
alter-results of war is a lapse into looseness of 
morals and luxurious living. This effect of the 
Japan-China war we are now feeling, and it is 
not unreasonable to expect a revival of letters 
at the present time. The writer of the article, 
Mr. Yamamoto Rydkichi, next proceeds to’ 
remark that the essence of literature consists of 
the existence in the mind of certain earnest 
convictions ; which convictions, in that they con- 
cern the invisible, the infinite, the spiritual part 
of this our haman life, are essentially religious. 
All kinds of deep and earnest shought, in which 
the mind reverences certain great truths, is to 
Mr. Yamamoto a species of religion. The ex- 
istence of literature and religion are alike de- 
pendent on the glimpses of the infinite which 
men see beneath finite—on sympathy with 
the spirit of the Universe, whether it be called 
God or described in some other way. 
. 














a*e 

In No. 59 of his Hundred Short Essays, 
published in the Zafyd, Dr. Kato draws atten- 
tion to the undesirable consequences likely to 
result from the method of teaching Chinese 
sanctioned and encouraged by the Mombushd. 
Many of the text books used, as well as the 
men who are paid to explain them, says Dr, 
Kat6, are ont of keeping with the spirit of the 
age in which we live. Moreover, it constantly 
happens that there are in the same school Chi- 
nese teachers of the old type, who still believe 
in many of the superstitions alluded to in text 
books, and men trained in the Afeij# era, whose 








Motora—That is most certainly the case. 

According to the SAukyo, Christian propagan- 
dism in the Hokkaid6 meets with far more 
obstacles thanare encountered in the South, 
In place of the indifferentism which charac- 
terises ordinary Japanese in the South there is 
manifested in Yezo a great aversion to Chrisi« 
anity, At Hakodate and Nemuro only is there 
a sign of life. In confirmation of this view 
the Shukyo furnishes the following table of 
statistics :-— 


Name of Mission. No. of Evange- Foreign Japanese No. 


Churches. lists. Mission- Pastors. of 











aries. Chis. 
Methodist 6 2 5 7 “nS 
Kamiai (Con # 
gational),, i! ES 7— 7 18: 
BBR Sei Ko 
Kat. 6 WR a BE ag 475 
ER FF Seika 
Kar i a ne | 925 
5 8 — 8 320 
4 10 5 397 
Baptists - + z2— 2 Sr 
Kirisuto Ky6 Ko- 
kuritsa-ha vse 1 tr -— 1 267 
43 70 19 St 3,363 





ols established by the different bodies 

are five in number with a total attendance of 

405. The teachers at these schools number 31, 
* 


ate 

Mr, Kawasaki Minotaié has published a work 
called Fikkenjo no Shiikyd (Experimental Reli- 
giou) which is very highly spoken of by re- 
ligious magazines, Messrs, Uchimura, Kosaki, 
Uemora, Takenokoshi and others have furnish. 


*It has heen sepreatedly asserted by other 
advocates of “Nipponism ” that aue of its chief doc- 
tines is the supremacy of the State. Dr. Motora’s 
latement here seems to be ineconciable with that 
roda’s fist question, | 
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knowledge of science is sufficient to make them 
hold in contempt the so-called supernatural 
allusions of the books they are called o1 ex- 
plain, Thus it sometimes happens that in dif- 
ferent rooms of the same school the most con- 
tradictory explanations of the same event or 
process are being given. To quote one in- 
stance, says Dr. Kat6, one teacher tells his 
pupils how saéé is made, giving its ingredients 
and describing the chemical process resorted 
to in its manufacture. His fellow-teacher next 
door informs his pupils that sa&é is only water 
wansformed by the command of a certain god. 
The students must accept one of the two 
theories, and sneer at the other, The mind of 
youth onght not to be left to choose between 
the teaching of one instructor and that of an- 
other. If the learned world is agreed that cer- 
tain explanations of events given by Chinese 
books are not trustworthy, school teachers should 
no longer be allowed to treat these Passages as 
on a level with authoritative scientific statements 
that are capable of proof. A cerlain amount 
of liberty must be given to instructors, but 
surely it is the duly of the head of a school to 
see that theories that have been discarded en- 
lirely by all enlighiened men should not be ex- 
plained or alluded to by teachers in terms of 
approbation And yet this is what is taking 
place all over the country at the present time. 
It would be quite possible to prepare Chinese 
text books that should contatn no objectionable 
Passages; but as yet this has not been done, 
Such as are now in use are behind the age. Of 
course, concludes Dr. Katé, if teachers confine 
their explanations to the meaning of words only, 
the out-of-date teachers could do no great harm. 
But this is not done ; hence the abuses alluded 
to above, 














* * 
The Sekat-no-Vihon, discussing the subject 











ot-edncations-seys that there is far too great a 
tendesicy in State schools to crush out all 
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dividuality in the pupils and turn them out like 
so many fac‘oyy articles—all of ove shape and 
lype. The chief function of education is to 
develop individual powers. ,But there is so 
much emphasis laid on serving the State and of 
making every mental power subservient to State 
interests that in many cases all natural develop- 
ment is rendered impossible. ‘Ihe source of 
all national progress is individual energy, pur- 
pose and general ability. To negleci to cul- 
tivate individual powers out of regard for the 
supposed immediate interests of the State, is the 
surest way of iuflicting permanent injury on 
that State by depriving it of the guidance and 
enlightenment of those high class men whose 
individuality has been thoroughly developed. 
Hence it seems to me, says Mr. Kuzumi Soku- 
chi, the writer of the article, that modern edu- 
cators are altogether on the wrong tack—that all 
the talk abut nationalism, Nipponism, and Im- 
perialism spells retrogression, that the modern 
school teacher is a manufacturer rather than a 
true educator. 





. 
ete 

The Taydtetsugaku has some sensible re- 

on the abstinence from meat and 

marriage, professed, if not practised, by 

Buddhists priests. All customs of this kind, 











says the organ we are quoting, have their 
origin in some decided opinion.” In the 
present instance nen were convinced in 


former times that the flesh ought to be mortified, 
that passions and desires need to be curbed, 
and that a vegetable diet and an unmarried life 
are conducive to this end. But it has been 
found in practice that the object of the res 
trictions on the liberty of priests has not been 
attained and, more, thal the attempt to reach an 
impossible ideal has led to serious abuses 
Hence the continuance of the interdict is most 
undesirable. 
a" 

The Zefsugaku Zasshi discusses at consider- 
able length the attempt of the “ Nippon 
Shugi” party to make the State the ultimate 
basis of ethics, which it condemns in fofo. 
According to this theory, says the Ze/sugaku- 
Zasshi, each individual is reduced to a mere 
State element aud has no life and no interests 
of its own, The consciousness of every think- 
ing man testifies to the existence of numerous 
interests that are in no way directly connected 
ith the State, which are linked with his in- 
duality. These interests nothing will per- 
The State has no claim 











di 
sdade him to forego. 
to interfere with them, 
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In that portion of the Zaiyd devoted to soci- 
ological topics there is an interesting account of 
Japanese mendicant friars, called in Japanese 
Kojiki disha (3 3). In ancient tines men 
of real piety wandered all over the country con- 
tent with a stone as a pillow and the branches 
of a tree for shelter, reading the scriptures and 
praying wherever they went, but at the present 
time this class of beggars usually settles in a 
special district and does not go beyond it. 
Their duties consist of pilgrimages to the diffe- 
rent shrines of note, praying for the sick and 
reading the scriptures. The best known of 
these friars are those bearing the following tiles. 
(1) The Saikoku-junrei (Pilgrims of the West- 
Provinces). (2) The Shikoku-hendG 

icauts of Four Provinces); and (3) The 
mairi (Pilgrims to a Thousand ‘'em- 
The first class is mostly connected 


em 








ples). 
with the Zen sect, but the Jédo and Ten. 


dai sects are also ‘represented among 
them, The Shikoku-hend6 friars belong to the 
Shingon Sect and worship at shrines erected 
in honour of Kobddaishi, The Senga-jt-mairi 
belong to the Hokke Sect. 

The first class of friars may be known by the 
boxes they carry on their backs, by their bags 
and their little bells. They visit some 33 places, 
beginning with Nachi-san and ending with 
Tanikumi in Mino, The second class worships 
at 88 different places, carrying fan-shaped 
drums (uchiwa daiko). They confine their 
visits to the houses of adherents of the sect. 


The peregrinations of the third a ere) Osta of the two institutions is not confined 
Digi 1 ian 








tend over three years. They visit a thousand 
shrines and bring away from each a charm, 
which is highly treasured in after-life, There 
is no doubt that many of the mendicant friars 
regard their pilgrimages as a means of making 
a living, but there are others who are quite 
sincere in all they do. In addition to these 
regular pilgrims, there is a large number of dis- 
eased persons, lepers and others, whose chief 
object in visiting sacred spots is to obtain a cure 
for complaints that have baffled the skill of 
physicians. 


ane 

The Seikys Shimpo (Greek Church) has an 
article entitled Shimbun fo Shakar no Ryoshin 
(Newspapers and the Public Conscience) trom 
the pen of Mr, Ishikawa Kisabwid, in which it 
is argued that the Vorosu Chohd6 stands by itself 
in the way that it featlessly exposes evil of 
every sort, and that though this exposure is 
only the first step towards reform, it is a 
very necessary step, for taking which the 
Forosu Chohé deserves credit. From the point 
of view of the religious reader, observes Mr. 
Ishikawa, none of the leading papers of Japan 
are allogether satisfactory, in that one and all 
devote more attention to politics, literature and 
such subjects than to discussing how best society 
may be purified. The Forosu Chohé may be 
regarded, says Mr, Ishikawa, as the mouth- 
piece of the conscience of the public, which, 
though sometimes dormant, always exists, 
Hitherto little importance has been attached to 
religious and moral questions by the principal 
newspapers, but there are signs that the con- 
science of the public is beginning to awake and 
realise the vital interest of these topics to 
every nation. 

a" 

In 408 of the Magazine we have quoted 
above Mr. Ishikawa publishes an article entitled 
“The Silly Notions of officials in reference to 
Greek Church Propagandism,” in which it is 
stated that so great were the suspicions of the 
Japanese Government as to the teaching of the 
Greek Church that a short time ago a spy was 
sent to Surugadai to dog the footsteps of a cer- 
tain Japanese priest. That ignorance of the 
attitude of Christians to the State should exist 
among uneducated people throughout Japan is 
unavoidable, but that in official ranks there 
should be men who are silly enongh to be- 
lieve that Greek Church propagandisin is 
a device for betraying Japan into the hands 
of Russia is certainly very surprising. But 
as there seems to be a great want of clear- 
ness in the minds of outsiders as to the real re- 
lation of Church and State according to the 
leaching and practice of the Greek Church, I 
will discuss the question at length, says Mr, 
Ishikawa. The following is the gist of whathe 
hasto say :—In supposing that there is between 
the Christian Church and every State where that 
Church is established a close relationship which 
no government can afford to overlook, Japanese 
officials are right. Where they are wrong is in 
imagining that such a relationship is liable to 
make a man a traitor to his own country. In 
the case of a religion like Christianity, that is 
founded on Divine revelation, its authority is su- 
preme in all matters. It occupies the position 
ofa renovator of sociely and of a teacher of 
States. In defining the relation of Church and 
Stale itis necessary to observe that the three 
great branches of Christendom, the Roman 
Catholics, the Protestants and the Greek Church 
differ considerably in both theory and practice 
as to what that relationship should be. The 
Roman Cathoiic holds that the Church should 
swallow up the State, thatis, thatthe latter should 
form a partof the former. The Protestant aims 
at becoming a part of the State, ‘the Greek 
Charch Christian maintains that Church and 
State, while each retain its identity, are bound 
together is an indissoluble union, whose chief 
object is the regeneration of society, Neither 
can do withont the other. Now there is no 
denying that in teaching Christianity in Japan 
the Missionary is desirous of effecting the same 
union between Church and State here as exists 
in Russia. His doctrine of the necessary inter 























to any one country. Hence he looks forward 
to the time when Japan shall be sufficiently en- 
lightened to to as Russia has done, sit at the 
feet of Christ, and be taughtof him, But surely 
this is a different thing from aiming at render- 
ing Japan dependent ou Russia. ‘The connec- 
tion of Japan with Christianity and her connec: 
tion with the nation which has sent Chris 
missionaries to her shores is widely different. 
Failure to see this accounts for the wild state 
ments which have been appearing in Buddhist 
magazines on the subject. If there were cases 
of disloyalty to Japan, our accusers would have 
something to goon, but not one instance of th 
have they produced, and yetthey persist inrepeat- 
ing the silly slander, aud, now we have educated 
officials coming forward and making it appear 
that they attach credit to the rumour, In the 
face of all this one sees how very limited is the 
extent to which real enlightenment has reached, 
. 








a“ 

Under the odd title of ** Our Evangelists are 
Ducks” the Seikyd Shimpés takes to task cer- 
tain Christian workers connected with the Greek 
Church. | The point ot the simile lies in 
the habitual neglect of their offspring said 
to be the characteristic of many of the paid 
evangelists of the mission, Like ducks 
which lay eggs hither and thither withont con. 
cerning themselves as to what becomes of them, 
these evangelists treat the Christians who have 
joined the church with indifference: No 
tempt is made to develop their powers. Tnere 
is more renown to be got by adding to the roll of 
members than by strengthening the faith of old 
converts, This practice the Seidys Shempo 
condemns, maintaining that in Christianity as 
in other things quality rather than quantity 
should be the motto of all workers. 

. 








Peart 

The Mihon Shitkyd and the Shakat Zasshi 
have been amalgamated under the editorship of 
Mr. Nunokawa, the latter title having been re- 
tained. In No, 7 of the new series of the 
Shakat Zasshi, the subject of government 
patronage of religion is discussed. On all sides, 
says this orgau, there is a clamour for govern: 
ment aid and protection on the part of the re- 
presentatives of Shinté and Baddhism, Vari- 
ous are the arguments deduced in favour of 
government interference with religious liberty, 
some urging that religious teaching is a part of 
education, others that it is the best means of 
preserving moral rectitude, and others again 
that the prosperity of religions and the pros- 
perity of the State are inseparable from each 
other. From these views the Shakaé Zasshi 
dissents. Its opinion on the matter, it goes 
on to add, was well expressed by Count Kaba- 
yama when he filled the post of Home 
Minister, who is reported to have said, 
My policy in reference to religion is to give 
it all the protection we (the Government) can, 
But by this I do not intend that we should 
take an active partin religions affairs, but simply 
afford protection to all who are desirous of 
teaching religion.” 

Itis important to observe that even among 
Buddhist organs there are not a few which con- 
tend that Buddhism needs no government aid, 
that she is fully qualified to don her 
own merits, Such are the JE 3: Ry Sho 
horin, the Hansetzasshi, the Dents, the 
Mujints. In other quarters, however, within 
Buddhist ranks the need of special pre- 
paration for the near future is urged. A Mr. 
Ishikawa of the Higashi Honganji proposes that 
a large sum of money be raised by the sale of 
forests belonging to the sect in Hokkaidd. The 
Fist Shimpo when commenting on the proposed 
Hit HH Sha/ihs, a law for the control of * 
temples and shrines, argues that the Govern- 
ment will be wise if it lets the whole subject 
alone. To say nothing of the violation of the 
religious liberty which the passing of such a law 
would involve, it would be most undignified for 
the Government to figure as the administrator 
of physic to an extremely sick man. The res- 


























trictions that now interfere with free action in 
matters of religion, which make it difficult for 
people to change their creeds, should all be 
iaad fileepwarfare among the sects 





abolighye; 
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should be allowed to go on till survival shows 
what form of faith is enutled to be called th: 
* fittest.” ee 


The Shakai Zasshe institutes a comparison 
between Japanese Buddhist Priests and Chris- 
tian Ministers, of which the following is the 
gist :— 

(1) Views on beauty.—The Christian minis- 
ter is taught to think lightly of external form of 
every kind and to set a high value on moral 
virtue. The connection between religion and 
art is closer in the East than in the West. The 
Christian Minister denies himself many of the 
pleasures enjoyed by Buddhist priests, in ac- 
cordance with ascetic principles. 


(2) Liveliness,, cheerfulness, and activity.— 
In these characteristics the Japanese priest falls 
far short of the Christian minister, His nervous 
organization is not 30 highly strung and he is 
entirely oblivious to many of the influences that 
excite the Christian missionary, The latter is 
full of energy in bis work or it could not succeed 
asitdoes. Heneither spendshis time in medi- 
tations among the tombs nor in seclusion among 
the mountains. His piety is objective rather 
than subjective, In contrast to this many of onr 
country priests are the most melancholy types of 
humanity it would be possible to find. 











(3) Social intercourse. —In this respect there 
in the greatest dissimilarity, ‘he teaching of 
Buddhism is that the priest should live apart 
from the world, that of Christianity is that 
the minister should mix with it, in order 
to leaven it with his doctrines, ‘Fhe Chris- 
tian minister is always regarded and re- 
gards himself as a member of society, who 
has social obligations like laymen, buat the 
Buddhist priest is expected to seclude himself. 
The closeness of the intercourse between the 
minister of Christ and the outside world enables 
him to advocate and promote a number of re- 
forms, political, social and moral with which in 
this country Buddhist priests seldom concern 
themselves. 

(4) Devotion, or feeling of gratitude for 
Divine favours recetved —Both classes profess 
to be endowed with this feeling. The only way of 
ganging its depth in either case is to examine 
closely its methods of manifestation. If this be 
done it will be seen that the Christian minister 
bears the palm, His works of benevolence are 
more abundant, his whole life is laid out for the 
good of others, Unlike many Buddhist priests, 
his sal is not dependent on the number of 
ceremonies he performs. In receipt of a re- 
gular income, whatever he does is the result of 
devotion to his cause. 

(5) The gratification of desires.—In this 
particolar Christianity permite what Buddhism 
forbids. Christian ministers, being allowed to 
i ¢ ordinary members of Society and having 
disposal the means to gratify a great 
variety of desires, undoubtedly lead asa rule 
more pleasant lives than Buddhist priests. But 
when we come to modern practices we find that 
in respect of the enjoyment of the pleasures of 
life the Buddhist priest is by no means surpassed 
by the Christian minister. 

The writer promises to furnish his readers on 
a future occasion with an account of character- 
istics in which Buddhist priests specially excel. 


. 
ane 


A usefal little work entitled The World's 
Ten Great Religions” has been compiled by 
Mr, Kuzumi Sokucha and is for ssle at the 
Fokydsha, t Gofuku-ché, Nihonbashi, Tokyo. 
After defining what religion consists in, the 
author proceeds to give a short account of the 
creeds of the ancient Egyplains, Greeks. Ro- 
mans and Scandinavians. He then furnishes a 
short history of the founding and ‘early propa- 
gation of Judaism, Mohammedanism, Chris- 
tianity, Zoroastrianism, Brahmanism and Bud- 
dhism, Religion is defined as “faith in a 
supernatural power connected with the origin of 
the universe and with the destiny of mankind.” 
Confucianism is excluded from the category of 
religions and Shintd is declared to bea very 






































worship and consequently too conservative to 
be of use to a nation bent on progress. 
* te * 

The Kyérin, in reviewing the events of the 
year 1897 in their religions aspects comes to the 
Conclusion that the influence of Christianity is 
declining, while that of Buddhism is on the in- 
crease. Shintd it considers to be stagnant. One 
of the proofs of the decline of Christianity given 
is the secularisation of the Déshisha, under the 
presidency of Mr. Yokoi. Evidences of Buddhist 
activity cited are the disturbances in the S66 
sect, the proselylising carried on by the Jodo 
sect in Korea, the despatch of priests to For- 
mosa by the Honganji and the S6:6 shi, the 
establishment of schools the starting of 
new magazines. 

Shinié only possesses one or two magazines. 
There is no activity within her pale and no op- 
position from without, She is indifferent to the 
world and the world is indifferent to her, 
the stit caused by the * Nippon Shugi” affords 
no satisfaction to her, for the movement can in 

0 sense be called a Shinté movement, Her 
inactivity bas reached its utmost limit, 











DEATH OF GENERAL FONES. 
eileen 

The news of the death of General A. E. 
Jones, the United States Consul at Chinkiang, 
was received in Shanghai on January 13th, 
says the V.C. Daily News, with very general 
regret, the lowering of the consular flag to half- 
mast being the first intimation. General Jones, 
who was anative of Virginia, was about 65 years 
of age. During the Civil War he was an officer 
in the Southern army, and followed Lee in his 
campaign. After the war he wentto Mexico 
and served the ill-fated Emperor Maximilian, 
following which be was in the French army in 
Algeria. When the amnesty was proclaimed he 
returned to America and. took up his home in 
Minnesota, In 1880 he was appointed Consul 
at Nagasaki, and six years later was transferred 
to Chinkiang. He was always prompt and 
efficient in the performance of his duties, Being 
retained im office by successive administrations 
it remained for the present to remove him at a 
time when long and faithful service could well 
have been rewarded by his retention, and when 
impaired health and age would naturally have 
been more appreciative of the recognition due to 
loyalty. The General was a most genial com- 
panion and his occasional visits to Shanghai 
were always a source of pleasure to his friends 
here. About two months ago he was in Shang- 
bai. He was then looking feeble, but his un 
failing vivacity left his friends unprepared for 
the sad news which arrived yesterday. A warm 
hearted, generous man is dead, and he has left 
only friends behind ; friends who deeply sympa- 
thise with his widow. 














RUSSIA AND GERMANY. 
- + 
We noted in a recent issue that no detailed 
confirmation had yet been received of Renter's 
telegram, forwarded from London early in 
December, to the effect that the Russian press 
opposed Germany's occupation of Kiao-chon, 
Iu The Times of December 4th, however, we find 
the following telegram from Si. Petersburg :— 
Most of the newspapers continue to prot 
against the occupation of Kiao-chon by Ge: 
as calculated seriously to compromise the interests 
of Russian subjects inthe Kar East, Russia, they 
declare, should demand the evacuation of Kias 
chou by the Germans, or at least obtain an equir 
valent compensation, Great reticence is observed 
in Russian official circles, but the opinion seemy 
to prevail that Germany will not make the occupa 
tion permanent, 
On the other hand, a semi-official statement 
was published almost simultaneously in Ber 
in the sense that the Kiao-chou incident had 
not furnished any occasion for a change in the 
good relations between Germany and Russia. 
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FAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 





— + 

The Cabinet organised by Marquis Ito, the 
Porosu considers, contains an element of 
failure at the very outset, The Marquis seems 
to have considered at first that it woald be im- 
possible for him to form a stable Cabinet with- 
out the support of political parties, in the present 
state of affairs. With this in view he took the 
trouble of consulting with party leaders in every 
direction, but failed to secure co-operation in 
the way he had expected. He was then com- 
pelled to form a Ministry having little or no 
relation with any political party, abandoning the 
scheme which he had originally conceived. 
The Matsukata Cabinet started with public sup- 
port, but was unable to maintain ito the end, 
The prospects therefore of a Cabinet which is 
known from the outset to contain sources of 
failure, may easily be imagined, No great fore- 
ht ceded to predict the future of the new 
Ministry. (This paragraph is worthy of the 
YVorosu Choho, now a notoriously untrustworthy 
journal.) 


The Banking Department of the Mitsu-bishi 
Company has resolved, asserts the Porosu, to 
faise its rates of interest from the 16th instant 
as follows :— 














Revised rate, Present rate. 
Per cent per year. Per cent per year. 
6 





55 
15 sen per day. 


The raising of the rate of interest by the Mitsu- 
bishi may be regarded as a prelude to a similar 
step on the part of the Bank of Japan. 


Temporary deposits... 





The Nippon Ginko’s weekly report, as 
published in the Shogyo, shows the amount of 
Toans made aud bills discounted during the pre- 
week to have decreased as follows 

Jan, 8th, 1898. De 


+ 3ist, 1897. 








Yen. Yeu. 
Loans issued... 47,683.409 55.593.160 
Bills Discounted 42,935,095 45 001,278 
Total. 10,548,504 19.494.438 





Thus it will be perceived that the money market 
relaxed considerably at the beginning of 
the new year, the result being the receipt by 
the Nippon Ginko of repaid loans to the amount 
of over nine million yen, Such an experience 
had never been known since the Bank opened. 
The various banks in the country appear to have 
taken the utmost precaution in issuing loans to 
private individuals, and to have succeeded in re- 
taining a portion of the funds which they procur- 
ed from the Bank of Japan towards the close of 
last year. This surplus was therefore returned 
to the Bank in repayment of their loans, The 
forecast entertained in December last was that 
the Nippon Ginko would, at the end of the 
month, be compelled to resort to the issue of 
forty-seven million yen of notes above the legal 
limit, in order to meet the claims from all 
quarters. But, in fact, the demand for loans 
seems to have been nothing like so great asthe 
public had expected. 








According to the Fiji, coal imported into 
Kobe during December last amounted to 
29,297,796 catties, and the gross aggregate from 
January to December reached 318,121,446 
catiies. These figures show a decrease of 
15,037,954 catties as compared with the year 
before last. Stock on hand is not large, and the 
market presents the same aspect as in the pre- 
vious month, At present Karatsu coal is quoted 
at from 48 yen to 58 yen per 100 picul ; Chikuzen 
from 43 to 48 yea; Buzen from 41 to 51 yen; 
Wensan from 37 to 4.5 yen. No stock remains 
of Miike coal, The price of coal began to tise 
in January last year, culminating in October. 
The consumption of coal in Hiogo Prefecture 
during 1896 did not fall short of 292,375,083 
catties, of which 774,760 Callies were lor use of 
vessels, 39,701,750 catlies for railways, 121,059,~ 
720 catties for woikshops, and 477.250 caities 
for manufactoties, Information trom India an- 
nounces that Me: Murgen & Co, of Madias 
being desirous of importing Japanese coal there, 
recently applied to a certain coal merchant 
at Kobe. through Consul Yamada at Bombay 
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for a continual supply. The dealers, it is said, 
held a conference on the subject on the oth 
instant, and decided to convoke a special gene- 
ral meeting of the Chamber of Commerce to 
discuss the question. 


Coins struck at the Osaka Mint during 
the month of December last and the gross 
aggregate from the opening of the Mint were, 
according to the Fiji, as follow :—Old gold 
coins—z0 yen picces, total from the outset, 
945,400 yen ; 10 yen pieces, 18,710,130 yen; 5 
yen pieces, 47,208,100 yen; 2 yen pieces, 
1,767,498 yen; 1 yen pieces, 70,668,193 yen; 
total 70,668,193 yen, equivalent to 141,336,386 
yen in new gold coins. The figures for new coins 
are :— 





Decumsun, 1897. 














Denomination. Pieces. Value. Total from 
the outset. 

Yen. Yen. Yen, 
20 yen gold — — "37,294,600 
10 yen wy 158,700 1,587,000 25,607,000 
Sven iy 10,000 50,000 560,000 
Lyen silver . =- - 162,150,000 
Trade dollar .. one = 3,057,252 
50 sen si 2,868,000 1,434,000 6,830,855, 
20 sen — = 1,433,098 
10 sen ++ §,066,000 506,600 17,600,508 
5sen oy - - 2,527,908 
5 sen Nickel 621,000 31,050 6.747.431 
2 Sen Copper - = 5:514,055 
Ison - - 4,881,744 
grin = = 1,977,705 
in py we - 44,491 


These figures added to the amount of old gold 
coins constitute a total of 430,469,156 ven, 


The following notification was issued on the 
1ath inst. with regard to the engagement of 
medical advisers in the public schools :— 


Iupentat Orptnance No. 2. 

Art, L—Medical advisers shall be appointed to 
schools under the management of the Hokkaido 
Office or any City, Prefecture, District, Town, or 
Village. 

The local Governor may, under special circum- 

withhold the engagement of medical 
ners in a village school or in a school or- 

t the expense of a town containing a 





ganised 
population of less than 5,000. 

Art. IIL—Medical advisers shall be appointed 
by the local Governor. 





Art. I[L—Medical advisers are 
express their opinions or present 
ties are made of them by th 
Headman of a District, 1 
Village, regarding sanitary affairs connected with 
the school. 

Aut. 1V.—Approptiate fees shall be paid to 
medical advisers out of the funds provided for hte 
maintenance of the school, 

Act. V.—The tules for the engagement of a 
medical adviser, and for the specification of his 
duties shall be determined by the Minister of 
Education, 


entitled to 






The Kokumin says that the sums received 
om account of the Indemnity during last year 
amounted to £26,074,026,of which £22,024,693 
were appropriated for payments in London, the 
balance remaining being £4,049,033. The 
London payments were:—Purchase of gold 
bullion, £7,733.516; silver bullion, £3 o10- 
504; bills of exchange, £6,225.978; other 
payments, £4,974,693. Converted into Japan- 
ese currency, these items represent 74.44 1,157 
yen, 28,070,922 yen, 56,848,733 yen, and 48,- 
538.087 yen respectively, making a total of 
207,899,801 yen Of the balance of the in- 
demnity remaining, £4,049.333, a sum of 2 
million pounds appears in the ledgers of the 
Bank of Japan in the form of fixed deposits; 
£1,130,468 is appropriated for the purchase 
of appreciable bonds and other purposes; and 
£918,864 is deposited with the Bank of England. 





The Nichi Nichi deplores the yearly falling 
off in arrivals of marine products in Yokohama, 
although prices realized by their sale are on the 
increase. The quotation for dried awadi was 
formerly eight or nine yen, but it has rises to 
over twenty yew, Other products likewise show a 
great rise. It is worth while to give the com- 
parative stock of awadi during the past five 
years ; it was as follows :—1893, 10,253 pieces; 
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1894, 9,429 pieces; 1895, 9,422 pieces; 1896, 
8,307 pieces; 1897, 8,223 pieces. 


A report compiled at the sub-office in Yoko- 
hama of the Tea Dealers’ Central Council, aud 
published in the Aokumin, shows that the tea 
trade during December was very quiet, The 
gross stock on the market amounted to 200,000 
catties, but the quality was poor, very little of it 
being fi: for export. Arrivals from producing 
districts appear to have ceased, and dealers 
are deterred from entering into large contracts 
owing to insufficiency of leaf, The amount of 
tea exported from Yokohama to America and 
other countries during last month. is reported to 
have been as follows:—To San Francisco, 
115,686 catties; New York, 96,393 catties; 
Canada, 394,311 catties; Chicago, 145,382 
catlies; the Pacific coast, 9,799 catties. To 
show the amount of teas received in and ex- 
ported from Yokohama during the past two 
years, the following table is given :— 








1896. 1897. 
Arrivals . 216,999 Pls. 221,096 Pls. 
214,673» 220,034, 
6,071,038 Yen. 4,786,889 Yen. 
28.24 21.75 ww 
Owing to transport being interrupted, 


Chikuho coal is said to have accumulated in 
the mining district to theamount of 400 million 
calties. 


A report compiled by Mr. Hara Terutane, a 
now well-known philanthropist in Tokyo, and 
published in the 7 ofyo Asahi, shows that of the 
number of released prisoners—296—placed 
under his protection, 116 were enabled to obtain 
a living by their own exertions, 6 died, and 5 
ran away, while 8 again resorted toa criminal 
life. The wumber of prisoners released 
whose whereabouts are unknown after their 
return to their native provinces, totalied 17, and 
those who are receiving protection in the capital, 
apart from the premises specially provided for 
their accommodation, exceed 34. 





Mr. Takano, ex-Chicf Judge of the Formosan 
High Court, who has suspended his movement 
in view of the dissolution of the Maisukata 
Cabinet and the formation of the new Ministry, 
is reported by the Yorosu to have determined to 
present to the new Government a protest urging 
that the proceedings of the former Cabinet with 
regard to his removal were unconstitutional. 
The ex-Judge seems to have resolved to con- 
linue his agitation until he succeeds in 
convincing the Ministry of the unconstitution- 
ality of the measure lately taken against him. 
No official rank or title, or indeed anything 
can now induce him to swerve from the cause 
he has embraced, 


The Communications Department has been 
engaged since last year in revising the regula- 
tions for Postal Savings Banks, A draft of the 
amended regulations recently completed has 
been presented to the Cabinet for approval, 
According to the amended rules, the rate of 
interest is to be raised to 4.6 per cent., an 
increase of 0.4 per cent over the present rate. 
The amount of deposits in the Postal Banks 
during the past three years was—in 1894, 
13,590,760 yen, in 1895, 16,228,911 yen, and 
in 1896, 16,928 833 yen. There may be various 
causes for this attgmentation but on the whole 
it is attributable to the general development of 
the spirit of thrift on the part of the people, 





Among the various functions of Government 
the most imporientis the adjustment of finances, 
It is by the financial administration alone that 
appropriate funds are provided for the conduct 
of affairs of State. Increased taxation leads in- 
evitably to the embarrassment of the people to 
whom it is always a source of misery, The 
conniry tends to decline under it. Excessive 
taxation has been an universal abuse both in an- 
cient and modern times, and ought to be viewed 
with distrust by all governments. Such were the 
views, says the Vorosu, expressed by Count 
(then Mr.) Inouye as Vice-Minister of Finance 





in May of the 6th year of Afei/# (1873), when he 








tendered his resignation, Whether the Count 
still recollects them is doubtful, but they may 
be taken, adds our contemporary, as a sign of 
the policy to which he may be disposed to resort 
in the financial administration of the country, 


Rumours have long been current with regard 
to the miserable treatment accorded to female 
operatives at various manufactories through- 
out the empire. On the afternoon of the roth 
instant, aparly of young girls, the Tokyo Shim. 
bun reports, were seen wandering about Fukiai 
village, in the suburbs of Kobe. On requiry 
they were found to be employés of the 
Naniwa Spinning Company of Osaka. The 
girls had been so rudely, and, in many cases, 
so barbarously, treated that they resolved to 
escape from their sufferings by running away. 
They were promised pay at the rate of ten sen a 
day, out of which six sen were to be deducted for 
board. On starting on their contract, however, 
they found that they were provided with only 
two meals per day, and that the food consisted 
of Chinese rice and salted vegetables only. 
Most of thein were taken with dysentery and 
other ailments of the stomach, The unfor- 
tunate girls while wandering along the road, 
attracted the notice of a constable on duty and 
were taken (o the Police Station, to be later on 
retumed to their respective native places, 


At an ordinary meeting of the Japan Trading 
Association held at Hiyoshicho, Kyobashi-ku, 
Tokyo, on the afternoon of the 17th instant, 
Count Okuma, in the course of a speech, is said 
to have ‘remarked :—Prior to the Restoration 
this country was characterized by a sturdy per- 
tinacity united with shallow judgment, such 
characteristics, in fact, as are now noticeable 
among the Koreans, who recently attempted to 
promulgate a law preventing the exportation of 
cereals. A variety of abuses existed and con- 
tributed io impede the export and import trade. 
The export of rice was considered likely to cause 
a dearth in'the next year's supply, while the import 
of foreign goods was thought to be an unmis- 
takable means of impoverishing the country. 
Moreover, antipathy to foreigners debarred 
the people from reaping the benefits of foreign 
intercourse. These queer ideas, however, have 
gradually passed away, for since the Restoration, 
the Government has always been disposed to 
pnrsue a policy of reform, The institutions of 
enlightened countries were copied, and the tide 
of foreign commerce was forced into progres- 
sive channels. Dividing the thirty years of 
Afeiji into three perigds of ten years each, 
it is seen that exports and imports for the 
first term swelled from twenty-five million yen 
in the 1st year to fifty millions at the end of the 
tenth, and that for the 2nd period they 
increased from 50 millions to 100 millions; 
while by the 3rd period the trade had risen 
from 100 millions to 320 millions. This ex- 
pansion was conspicuous not only for the goods 
themselves but also in regard to the apprecia- 
tion of the coins in circulation. During the 
first period this appreciation was some to 50 per 
cent; during the second, 32 per cent., and 
during the third, double their original value. 
In predicting the foreign trade of Japan for the 
ten years to come, it may be confidently expect- 
ed that the figures will be no less than 1,000 
millions should the nation continue to enjoy 
ever growing prosperity. With regard to the 
introduction of foreign capital, serious anxiety 
is entertained, and stormy arguments are 
advanced on the merits of the question, Fo- 
reign capital, however, has already been actually 
introduced, The introduction of foreign capi- 
tal into Japan has already been effected, both 
physically, morally, and mentally, to a consider- 
able extent, and the advantages derived from the 
use of sugh capital are already conspicuous, 
It should not for a moment be supposed that 
the introduction of foreign capital means only 
the circulation in the domestic market of metal- 
lic currency. Apart from these considerations 
there is one point to which the utmost attention 
must be directed. Foreign trade is naturally 
of a complicated naiure, and requires tact and 
judgment for its proper direction, Persons 
engaged in it should be equipped with the latest 
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learning, in as much as without such knowledge 
success is impossible, 


Since the first issue of foreign loans, hearin 
9 per cent. interest, in the 3rd year of Aten 
(1870), up till the present day, twenty-two varie~ 
ties of national bonds have been floated in 
Japan, They amount to 673,215,500 yea, of 
which 404,172,582 yen still remain for redemp- 
tion, Loans to be raised in future aggregate 
195,025,444 yen. The redemption of these 
bonds “is to be consummated by the 68h 
year of AMeijt (1935). The F#¢ publishes 
an interesting table, classifying the various loans 
issued during the past twenty-seven years and 
those to be raised hereafter :— 







































Bonds, Toterest. Issue. Uniedeemed. 
percent. yen, yen. 
Old foreign veces Q 4.880000 — 
11,712,000 - 
terest) 10,972,729 5,486,362 
12,422,825 _ 
Kinsatsu exchange ... 6 6 669,250 - 
Capitalized pension... 8 16 565,850 - 
Pension 5 31,412,405 25.909.370 
do 6 25,003,705 _ 
ae 7 108,242,785 - 
do © 9,244.00; - 
Old Shinto Priests’ ? 
pension , 1 334.050 mS 
Domestic war 7:5 1§ 000,000 — 
Industrial. 9 12,500,000 - 
Umegistered Kinsatsu 
exchange . 6 — 7,920,900 - 
Nakasendo railway... 7 20,000,000 — 
Naval «. 517,000 000 9.288.600 
Consols ++ 5 175,000,000 174,564,250 
Supplementary sail 
wa 5 2,000,000 - 





Paper redemption (no 





1 







fetes!) 22,000,000 22 000,000 
Railway 5 1§ 000,000 15,000,000 
War + 5 123 324,000 123,324,000 
Public under tale 5 26,000 000 26,000,000 


Total... «673 213,500 
Loans to be raised hereafter 
Public under- 








404,172,582 














Hokkaido 
takings. — Railway. Railway. als, 
yen. Jen. yen. yen. 

Year 1897— - 

42,704 000 2,807,350 1,000,000 46,511,350 

Year 1898— as 
40 582,524 8,364,800 1,000,000 49.947,324 

Year 1899— 

11,005 350 8.712.874 1,000.000' 20,718,224 

Year 1900— 

5.613050 8 743,747 1,000,000 15,362,797 

Year 1901— 

4.877.300 80 500,000 1,000,000 13,927,300 

Year 1902— 

4,211,776 8,326,792 1,000,000 13,538,568 

Year 1903— 

3 6,000,000 1,937.000 7,937,000 

Year 1904— 

‘ 2,019 481 1,927,000 3.956.481 

Year 1905— 

on on 1,937,000 1,937,000 

Year 1906— 

é ie 1,937,000 1,937,000 

Year 1907— : 

: ie 1,937,000 1,937,000 

Year 1908— 

a os 1,940,030 1,940,050 

Year 1909— 

aa w+ 15.3744950 15,374,950 








Total— 
109,000,000 §3,000,000 33,000,000 195,025,044 


The Mainichi states that vegetable wax is 
most abundantly produced in Hiogo, Waka- 
yama, Yamaguchi, Yehime, Fukuoka, Saga, 
Oita, Nagasaki, Kumamoto, and Kagoshima, 
the annual output of these ten prefectures ex- 
ceeding three million yenin value, The export 
of wax is reported to have amounted to from 
200,000 yen to 500,000 yen per annum, but the 
trade promises to increase. The principal 
foreign markets for this commodity are China, 
Hongkong, England, France, Germany, the 
United States, India, Australia, and the Philip- 
pine Archipelago, where it is chiefly used for the 
manufacture of candles, medicines and artificial 
flowers. It alsd serves asa preventative of rust. 
Prussia was formerly noted for 
but owing to tle 








‘oduction, 
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of various indusiries during the past few years, 
the manutacture of wax ceased to be a pro- 
fitable widertaking, and the amount produced 
decreased annually, ‘The same industry under- 
taken on the coast of the Mediterranean suffered 
the same fare. For these reasons the demand 
for Japanese wax increases yeur by year. 








WISSIONARIES AND THE COST OF 
LIVING IN FAPAN. 


- + 

The Spirit of Missions coutains the follow- 
ing :— 

The Rev, J. Lindsay Patton writes from Nara, under 
date of October and last as follows:—"* It is a great 
pleasure to be able to report that matters are pro- 
gressing well in this part of the field, tuking it as a 
whole, The case of most of our workers is really 
pitiable. ‘The cost of living is so great, and is increas. 
ing with such rapid strides, that the future promises 
to ba even worse for them, Their salaries must be 
increased, or duty to their families will require their 
entrance on some other employment, One of my 
catechists pays out of a monthly salary of eighteen 
Jyen over one-sixth for house-rent. Thiee.yen-and.a- 
half house-rent for a man with that income is enor- 
mous—and when we remember that this yearly 
rental of forty-two yen represents only about three 
percent. of what it would cost now to build the house, 
we have plain proof that the rents will rise higher 
still. No new tenement houses are being built in 
Japan. Men with money find otherinvestinents more 
profitable, ‘There will be no further building until 
rents pay a good profit on the investments, which is of 
cuurse far from being the case now, 

4 The increase of values and prices has been marke 
ed in all directions ; but particularly is this the case 
with rents, and with rice, The rice to the Japanese 
corresponds to bread with us, only than it forms a 
much more important article of his diet, It constitu 
tes considerably more than half of every meal, the 
other things that he eats being more in the nature of 
relishes to help him get down the rice, Rice is more 
than twice as expensive as itwas afew years ago, It 
is 4 fine thing for the farmers, but hard on the salaried 
class. 

‘CAs an illustration of the advance in price one 
can take our school ground rent. This rent is paid in 
a fixed quantity of rice. Last year il cost seventy yen. 
This year it was yen Yo2. Our catechists? salaries, on 
the basis of the price of rice alone, have within the 
last twelve months decreased in value, according to 
locality, anywhere from thirty to fifty per cents 

“ [tis not reasonable to expect human wature to 
bear this, and even for the most earnest of our workers 
the unendurable limit must soon be reached. Had 
this been true in the same proportion with the salaries 
of your missionuries, there would be considerable talk 
of going home, if not actual resignation, Can one 
expect more of our workers? One of these, who has 
been looked upon for some years ay one of our most 
valuable men, recently resigned his position with us, 
where he has receiving eighteen yen, and has accepted 
a position which pays him forty-five yen and (any time 
after five years’ service) gives him a pension when he 
shall be disabled or resign. Another, «lso « valuable 
man, did the same thing some months ago, Ihe 
effect, of course, will be to leave us for our workers 
only men who would have « 
anywhere else, 
workers is true also with the schools; the ouly dif 
ference being the greater advance in salaries due to 
the scarcity of teachers. 





























SHIPPING DISASTER. 
ee reeeg si 

We understand that a telegram has been re- 
ceived by the Standard Oil Co. at this port, to 
the effect that the ship Alexander Gibson, 
which left New York on Jaly 27th last for Yoko. 
hama with 75,850 cases kerosene, encountered 
a violent storm en rouée, aud was blown ashore 
on a small island near Syduey, receiving con- 
siderable damage, but no casualties occurred. 
The Cuptain reached Sydney and cabled the 
head office of the Standard Oil Co. It is said 
that the repairs of the vessel will take two or 
three months to complete, and that some of the 
damaged cargo will probably be sold by auction 
at Sydney, 














STEAMER BREAKDOWN. 

+ 

The steamer Norman Isles, which left Yoko- 

hama for Kuchinotsu last night, put back this 

moming owing to a bearing breaking. This 
will cause her a delay of two or three days. 
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ITKAVELLING WHEN THE SIBERIAN 
RAILWAY IS FINISHED. 
- + 

We take the following from the Literary 
Digest :— 

It is the opinion .of the Russi inister of Com= 
munication, M. Chilkov, who has just been visiting 
this country on a tour of observation and study, that 
when the Trans.Siberian Railway has been completed 
the tour of the world can be made in thirty-three days, 
considerably less than half the time in which Jules 
Verne's hero accomplished it. Thig is the table given 
by the Zeituny des Vereins Deutscher Eisenbahn 
Verwaltungen— 

















Bremen to St. Petersburg « 1} days. 
St. Petersburg to Viadivostoc toy 
Viadivostock to San Francisco 10 
San Francisco to New York ako 
New York to Bremen.ev.v 7 


Total. + 33 

In relation to this, a correspondent of the Revue 
Scientifique, who signs himself "A Sailor,” cont 
butes the following table, which he says will represent 
the truth in a few years, when our facilities for trans+ 
portation are a little better, fe says— 

** For this assume for steamers a speed of 27 miles 
an hour, instead of 18 miles, the former speed having 
been recently obtained in England by torpedo-houts ; 
and for railways, instead of a speed of 70 kilometers 
(433 miles) an hour, that of 100 kilometers (62 miles), 
which will be attained whenever we wish to undertake 













































the expense of relaying our permanent ways, We 
shall then have the following figures— 
Paris to the Pacific via Asia.sey+ 8 days, 
Coast of Asia to San Francisco ow 
San Francisco to New York ies 
New York to Paris... 4a on 
Total. eet 
Commenting on these figures, Cosmos (Paris, Nov. 


13) says— 

" ‘These calculations suggest a remark : these tours, 
especially that indicated by the Russian Minister, are 
very improperly entitled ‘tours of the worll.t We 
should give this name only to a journey following at 
least approximately the course of a great circle of the 
terrestrial sphere; this is what was done by the 
navigators who doubled Cape Horn and the Cape of 
Good Hope. But in following the fourtieth parallel 
of latitude, approximately, we make only #bout three 
quarters of this distance. When an explorer succeeds 
in getting to the Pole, he can, according to this 
manner of reckoning, make the tour of the world as 
often as he pleases ina few minutes to a ‘tour,’ by 
simply walking around in a circle.” 





CHINESE NOTES. 
ages 

The developments of the Benneriz & Com- 
pany case seem never-ending. The latest is the 
sinking of one of the steamers which had been 
impounded by the Customs under the orders of 
the Imperial Government, Seventeen months 
of detention, without overhauling or repairs, 
proved too much tor the nineteen-year old ves- 
sel—the Avangning—and when she had taken 
on board twenly thousand cases of kerosene ot}, 
she quietly sauk inthe Shanghai river. [tap 
pears that Mr, Bennertz had notified the Viceroy 
of the necessity of docking the steaner before 
puting her to work again, but no attention was 
paid to his advice, and being advised that he 
ought not to keep her unemployed as such a 
course would needlessly increase his claim for 
demurage, he put her to load kerosene for 
Hankow. The vessel and her cargo were in- 
sured, Apparently insurance is easy to effect in 


Shanghai, 




















The amateur actors in Shanghai have in- 
augurated the plan of auctioning the seats for 
their theatrical performances. Very good pecu- 
niary resulis were obtained on the first occasion 
of the new departure, The nine front boxes, 
which had previousiv been let for $12 each, 
fetched from $19 to 825; the dress circle seats 
averaged $4.60 each, and the stalls, $3.40. 


The Changshoh (in Kiangsu) correspon. 
dent of the W.-C, Daily News, writing under 
date of the 1gth instant, says :— 


Coming nearer home, we are daily informed by 












different parties that in a few days we thier ave Us 
be killed ond oe honse hawued, Vaggne naniones 
of this sort have been aflaat here for the past tive 
or thee weeks. These teports come fron the 


Kelas iutant ove Pang, who are very stcong 
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Vangize. Our cook, while out marketing, was 
stopped by some of these men who told him be 
had best leave at once, as they would kill our 
servants also. At present we do not feel very un- 
easy but would not be suiprised any night to find 
ourselves hurrying to the yamen, ‘The Gove 
sent some sixty soldiers up from Soochow to pro- 
tect our city during these petifous times, but as 
usual they are stationed ou the mountain about 
tweilty minutes’ walk from our house, two far to 
be of much use in case ofa riot. 

It must be comfortable for the three mis- 
sionaries to be living under such a menance, 


In the Red Book for Shanghai, just issued 
by the W.-C. Daily News, the list of ladies 
covets gt pages. That is something to think 
of. Why, we can remember the time when the 
names of all the ladies in Shanghai could have 
been fully set forth in 4 or 5 pages. Of course 
there was no Red Book in those days. 














Here are two interesting paragraphs with 
reference to Hunal 


A telegram received recently from Changsha by 
the local mandarin states that the gentry and 
merchants of Hunan and Hupeh intend to run a 
line of steamers between Hankow, Shasi, Wu- 
chang, Ichang, and points im Lake ‘Tungting as 
fac as Changsha, the capital of Hunan, The 
steamers of the wew company will be allowed to 
catty cargo in addition to passengers and tow 
junks in the wat ed by treaty to 
foreign vessels. 
for fear of evad 
obstacle to native mere 
ful steamship companies it 
a confidential telegraph 
Vicerov Chang Chih-tung to Governor Ch'é 
Pao-chén of Hanan, the former eamnesily war 
the latter ta be prepared for the opening soan of 
Hunan (0 foreign international trade, and advises 
Governor Chen to ancourage the Hunanese to be 
prepared to compete in trade with foreigners by 
having their own steamers and cargo transporting 
facilit Tn conclusion the Vicetay Chang say 
“Tam never far wroug in my political forecasts 
and [can assive you that the lime has acrived 
when neither your people nor the Central Govern= 
ment will be able to prevent Hunan province from 
being opened to international commerce.” 
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“A prospectus,” says the W.-C. Daily News, 
“is being circulated among Chinese tea-mer- 
chants in Shanghai of a Chinese Tea Planting 
and Manufacfuring Company, which is to have 
its seat of operations in the well-known district of 
Yanglaotung, and is to employ foreign 
machinery in the manufacture of its tea. It is 
under the direct patronage and protection of 
Viceroy Chang Chih-tuug, and its financial 
affairs are to be under the control of the Com- 
missioner of Customs at Hankow. Jt bids 
fair to be a very successful enterprise.” 














NEWS OF TRE WEEK. 
Boge eo 
M, Gerard, lately Minister for France at 
Peking, has been appointed to Brussels. 


The Zamba Maru brought out to Nagasaki 
five tons of bar silver, to be transhipped thence 
for Shanghai. 


Miss Nellie Wilcox, of Melbourne, has been 
awarded the annual gold medal of the Cobden 
Club for an essay on " Political Economy.” 





India is recovering rapidly from the effects of 
famine, bumper crops in neatly all the provinces 


having followed the late but well-distributed 
Monsoon. 





The A.LS.N. Co.'s steamer Fi/sroy was 
wrecked on the rith ult, near Port Stephens, 
Passengers and crew were saved with consider- 


able difficulty. 


Admiral Baron D. von Sterneck d’Ehrenstein, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Austro-Hungarian 
Navy, who commanded the warship Ferdinand, 
Max at the battle of Lissa, died of syncope at 
Vienna on the 6th ultimo. 





Commodore George Dewey, now in com: 
mand of the United States Asiatic squadron, 
graduated from Annapolis in 1858, aud during 
the Civil War served on the steam frigate ALis 


sissippi at New Orleans Pot Budge rg 





gi I! 











Donaldsonville. In 1889 he was commissioned 
Commodore and placed at the bh ead of the 
Bureau of Equipmentand Recruiting, 


For the salvage services rendered to the Glen 
Liner Gengyle off Gibraltar, the owners of the 
steamers Hermes and Nerva were, in the Ad- 
miralty Court, awarded £19,000. The value 
of the salved property £76,596. 


A subscription dance in aid of the funds of 
the Yokohama General Hospital is being ar- 
ranged for the 10th February next at the Public 
Hall. The ladies who have charge of the ar- 
rangements are sufficient guarantee for the com- 
plete success of the affair. 





The Owari Maru, the Hiogo News under- 
stands, has made a claim of over 1,000 yen for 
salvage services rendered to the Tancred after 
the stranding off Ishikagijima (Okinawa-ken). 
This claim, however, is disputed and, ynder 
the direction of the Norwegian Consul at Kobe, 
the matter is now under negotiation. 


The appointment of Hiram Shaw Wilkinson, 
Esq., to be Judge of H.B.M.’s Court for Japan, 
and of George Jamieson, Esq., to be H.B.M.’s 
Consul-Generai at Shanghai, already reported 
by telegram, were gazetted on the 3rd December 
last, underdates of the roth and 13th November 
respectively. 


The suit instituted in H.B.M.'s Court for 
Japan by Mr. B. A, Munster against Mr. E. 
Whittall for a settlement of account for profes- 
sional services rendered by plaintiff, who is a 
mechanical engineer, was settled out of Court 
on Wednesday morning, in a manner, we wn- 
derstand, satisfactory to the plaintiff. 





On Thursday morning « lighter engaged 
in discharging cargo from the steamer Puritan 
in Kobe hatbour, capsized and went to the 


?!bottom, carrying with her one of the boatmen, 


a young man of 3t years of age. The unfor- 
tunate man never rose to the surface, but the 
body was recovered during the afternoon, 





The Yokohama Ladies’ Lawn Tennis Club 
have re-elected their old Committee for the 
ensuing year. Mrs. Thomas is President; Mrs. 
J. F. Allen, Hon. Sec.; Mrs. Syme Thomson, 
Hon. [reas.; and Mrs. Eldridge and Mrs. 
Hutchison, Committee. The Club has a 
balance in the Bank of $105.18. 





At the meeting of the Yokohama Literary 
Society to be held this ovenmg at Van Schaick 
Hall, Mr. A, M. Gale will read an original 
paper on “London, its Slums, Beggars and 
Poor"; the musical programme will include a 
vocal quartette by Madam Henkler, Mrs. Bag- 
nall, Mr, Darneil and Mr. Gaile, and other items. 


Driven by necessity to earn a livelihood for 
herself, Miss Edythe W. Skerrett, daughter of 
the late Rear-Admiral Skerrett of the United 
States Navy, has entered the theatrical profes- 
sion. Miss Skerrett is but 18 years of age. The 
Rear-Admiral left his widow and children ill 
provided for, and Miss Skerrett’s action is taken 
to decrease the strain on the slender family 
purse. 


Dr. Abercrombie, for the last eight years 
U.S. Consul at Nagasaki, was relieved on Jan, 
12th by Mr. Charles B. Harris, who, with his 
wite and daughter, arrived by the City of Peking. 
Dr. Abercrombie left for home the same after- 
noon by the City of Rio de Fanciro, a large 
number of friends assembling on board to bid 
him farewell, and to wish him a prosperous 
voyage. 


Lord Charles Beresford was recently the guest 
of the new Vagabonds’ Club in London and 
naturally had his health proposed. In replying 
he said that when he joined his first ship, he 
heard a quartermaster remark, “Bill, ’ere’s a 
poor little beggar who won't last long in the 
Service.” But he had survived this, and had to 
hear a fellow call out on Jubilee Day, “ Charlie, 
what are ‘you’ doing on ‘our’ hoss?” 





Assistint Secretary Powell has instructed the 





few" of Customs at San Francisco and 


Port Townsend, Wash., to notify all persons in 
their respective districts contemplating engaging 
in pelagic sealing, of the passage ot a bill pro- 
hibiting sealing in the Pacific ocean north of 
the thirty-filth degree north latitude, under a 
penalty of forfeiture and a fine of $2,000 and 
imprisonment for uot longer than six months, 





The King of Siam arrived at Bangkok on the 
14th ult. in the Royal yacht Maha Chakri from 
Singapore. Great preparations were made at 
Bangkok to receive him. All the steamers in 
port went down river to meet his Majesty; a 
special post card was issued by the Postal au- 
thorities; there was a fancy dress dance on the 
28th ; and to the end of January there will be a 
constant round of festivities, 


A Chinese barber, residing at Nibancho Hon- 
den, Osaka, was charged in the Osaka Court 
with lending a room to two other Chinese for 
the purpose of smoking opium, and on the 7th 
inst. the Court sentenced the prisoner to three 
years’ imprisonment with hard labour, and a 
Japanese woman servant and the two other 
Chinese who were caught smoking were each 
sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment, 





Some of Sir John Lubbock’s experiments 
with his ants, as described in his lecture to the 
Zoological Society, would not please the tecto- 
tal party, remarks a home paper. In order to 
test the loyally of ants to each other, Sir John 
made fifty of them drank and incapable, and 
then drew the attention of twenty-five sober 
ones to their condition. The twenty-five buck- 
led toit, and carsied the fifty home tobed. Sir 
John, Sir John, fie on thy “ intemperants.” 





An itinerant vendor of buckwheat porridge 
named Nakamura Tetsugoro, of No. 3 Yoshi- 
hama-cho Yokolama, while engaged in his 
avocation close to No. 51 Main Street, on 
Wednesday, about 1 p.m., suddenly fell down 
and expired before any medical assistance 
could be rendered. The police, who were on 
the scene at the time of the man’s death, 
removed the body to the Police Station, where 
it was found that death had resulted from the 
rupture of a blood vessel. 


Prospects of a cold voyage north aud lack of 
suitable clothing induced the Lascar crew of 
the Japanese ship Zamba Maru to leave off 
work in Hongkong harbour on Jan, 10th, says 
the Daily Press. Four of the ring-leaders were 
given into the custody of the police and they 
aired their grievances to the Magistrate. The 
Captain said he was quite willing to give all the 
men money to buy clothing and accused were 
thereupon released for an amicable settlement 
to be arrived at. 


Judgment in the case of bribery of officials in 
the Delivery Department of the Yokohama Rail- 
way Station was given at the Yokohama Local 
Court on the 1gth inst. Hoki Eizo and Yoshii 
Sakae were sentenced to six months’ imprison- 
ment with hard labour and a fine of 125 yen ; 
Yasui Tomisaburo to four months’ imprison- 
ment with hard labour and a fine of 25 
ven; Kondo Shozo to 25 days imprison- 
nment and a fine of 5 yen ; Nagasawa 
Chojiro, Kobe Mokichi, Kamiya Toyojiro, 
Kishimoto Kametaro and Nagao Toranojo to 
two months’ imprisonment and a fine of 10 yen. 
Each of the prisoners appealed against the de- 
cision. 

Admiral Makarof, of the Russian navy, has, 
according to the Marine Record, invented a 
species of ice plough capable of breaking through 
ice from twelve to even twenty inches thick. 
The experimenis have proved so satisfactory 
that the Government has given orders for the 
immediate construction of two vessels of 10,000 
horse-power each, atmed with these ploughs, by 
means of which it is expected to keep not only 
the river Neva, but also the various Muscovile 
ports open to navigation throughout the winter. 
The majority of Russia’s ports and naval arse- 
nala are ice bound during more than four 
months of the year. 









The C. P. steamer “mpress of India arrived 
iQyegiates Fo@MWednesday morning, two days 
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behind her schedule time ; an unusual occurrence 
for one of these powerful steamers, The vessel 
left Vancouver in the 4th inst., one day late, but 
would doubtless have been able to have made up 
her time on the voyage had she not encountered 
exceptionally heavy weather—ihe worst, accord- 
ing to one of her officers, that she has ever expeti- 
enced on the Pacific. Qune day only 105 knots 
were made, such was the violence of the head 
seas and wind. The Empress has not come 
scatheless out of the ordeal, the forward part of 
her upper works, bridge, etc., having been con- 
siderably knocked about. 


Writing on January roth, the Hongkong 
Daily Press said :—" From a teliable source we 
learn that the outsianding questions between 
Russia, England, and Japan in reference to 
China and Korea have been satisfactorily ar- 
ranged. The basis of the arrangement is not as 
yet known, but the British ships that went north 
have been ordered to return to Hongkong ; the 
Powerful is not to go North and two cruisers, 
now on their way out from England will receive 
orders to return at the first port they reach. 
Consols have risen to 114, and a Chinese 3 per 
cent. loan guaranteed by England is to be issu- 
ed at 110. The last item is confirmed by 
Reuter’s telegram.” 





Only a few weeks ago the London papers 
chronicled the fact that Mrs, M'Crea, widow of, 
the late Admiral R. C. M'Crea, who fought at 
Trafalgar as a midshipman on the Stwoifisure, 
senta wreath for the adornment of the Nelson 
column on Trafalgar Day. They now tegret to 
have to report the death of this venerable lady, 
which took place at Guernsey on the 8th Dec., 
in her 103rd year, Mrs, M’Crea was a niece 
of another of Nelson's admirals, Sir James 
Saumarez, afterwards Lord de Saumarez ; and 
her brother, General Dobiée, was engaged in 
nearly every battle in the Peninsular War under 
Wellington, One of her sons was killed in the 
Indian Mutiny, and all but one of the others 
died on active service; while she lost a grand- 
son only a month ago, viz., Captain M’Crea de 
Buus R.A., who was killed at the Sempagha 
Pass. The late Admiral M’Crea had five 
brothers killed in action, ‘Truly a remarkable 
family | y 


The difficulties with which the Russian engi 
neers have to contend in the constriction of the 
great Siberian railway would seem to be well- 
nigh insurmountable, A few weeks since a tre- 
mendous thunder storm visited the region eas: of 
the Baikal Lake, and did fearful damage, wash- 
ing away embankments, bridges, and. railway 
works for a distance of over 100 miles. The 
damage is estimated at £500,000 sterling. The 
waters of the Shilka, a tributary of the Amur, 
rose over 30ft,, and work on immense sections 
of the line has had to be stopped. The branch 
line to Manchuiia is being pushed on with great 
vigour, and the engineers’ headquarters have 
been removed to Zzikar, Travellers who have 
been along the new line and have visited the 
workmen's camps speak of the drunkenness aud 
immorality prevalent among the men, and of 
the heavy mortality in consequence. 





What will the woman of the next century be ? 
An eminent Frenchman, replying to this 
question, writes:—I am ignorant and cannot 
presume to be an oracle, but I wish solely that 
she may resemble the French woman of to-day 
such as she remains and such as I have often en- 
counted among the less fortunate, perhaps, but 
nevertheless honest working-people. Not wond- 
erfally instructed, but intelligent; not romantic, 
but good and sensible ; knowing that marriage 
is above all a sacred compact (o which she will 
be faithful, also that itimposes duties that litle 
by little will become joys to her, Such a woman 
does not find the law badly made, itis a joy to 
be protected, and she obeys with pleasure, 
knowing that she holds a proper influence over 
her husband and has « voice in the family 
councils, She loves without grand demoustra- 
tion, but with a sentiment honest, tender, and 
deep, in the good days as well as the bad. If 
she is deceived she suffers cruelly, but in silence, 
fearing the scandal ; tries to bring back the un- 
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faithful, nearly always succeeds, and knows 
how to pardon. When she is sure of her husband 
she is admirable in her happy confidence, In 
general, sheis nota devotee, but has enough 
religion to give to her children a Christian 
education, knowing that they will retain suf- 
ficient to teach them kindness to other and re- 
signation to sustain, them in their sorrows. 


Dr. Edward Bickersteth, Missionary Bishop 
of Tokyo, formerly head of the Cambridge Uni- 
versity Mission to Delhi, and in 1884-85 rector 
of Framlingham, Suffolk, who died at Chivelton 
House, Berks, on Aagust 5th, aged forty-seven, 
by his will, dated September, 1893, gave such 
interest as he had in St, Andrew’s House and 
St. Hilda’s House in Tokyo to the Mission, 
and he bequeathed to the Mission library such 
one hundred volumes of his books as the lib- 
rarian might choose. The testator left his land, 
Zaimoku Cho, and the remainder of his books 
and other effects in Japan, to his wife. ‘The 
residue of his property is to be in trust for Mrs. 
Bickersteth during her life, and subject to her 
life interest for his children, or, in the event of 
failure of this trust, for his brothers and sisters. 
The late Bishop’s personal estate has been 
valued at £4.762. The executors of his will 
are his widow and his brother, the Rev, H. V. 
Bickersteth, of ‘I'he Palace, Exeter. 


In the jadgment delivered by the Nagasaki 
Court in the Epps murder case, appear the 
following paragraphs, according to the Naga- 
saki Press translation:—" These facts are glean- 
ed by the examination—That on the r2th Dec., 
goth year of Meiji at about 10 o'clock p.m., the 
defendants, Yomosaku and Hiakutaro. took in 
theirsampanat Sagarimatsu Hatoba, Frank Epps 
first class apprentice of the U.S.F.S. Olympia, 
which was in the harbour at that time, having 
been asked by him to do 80, and rowed to- 
wards the Olympia. That the evidence is not 
conclusive to prove that on their way to the 
Olympia the defendants began a quarrel with 
Epps and pushed him into the water, That 
the defendants were well aware that Epps was 
drowned, but they rowed away without rescuing 
him aud caused his death, notwithstanding there 
was a full hour to rescue him if they had wished 
todo so, Nakamura Yomosaku, is fined yen 
100 (one hundred yen). Kawada Hiakutaro, 
fined yen 50 (fifty yen). The boathook seized 
to be returned to Nagasaki Water Police 
Station.” 


An appreciative article in Blackwood's on the 
late Sir Rutherford Alcock, concludes ;—It 
would be idle to speculate on the manner in 
which Sir Rutherford Alcock might have borne 
himself during such times as we are now passing 
through, Accustomed to play the leading part 
among his peers, the re of second fiddle in a 
jangling orchestra could hardly have been con- 
genial to him, nor its practical result satisfac- 
tory. But if the trae statesman is the man of 
his own epoch, never behind nor yet too much 
in advance of it, then the deceased veteran's 
claim to that distinction is indubitable. And 
though it may be said his epoch receded from 
him like a falling tide when the affairs of the 
empire fell into paralytic hands, he still did his 
best to maintain the manlier tradition, It does 
not come within the scope of this atticle to con- 
sider either the first or the last stages of his 
public life,—his early services in the Peninsula, 
or his honorary services in sundry social capa- 
city during his twenty-eight years of retirement 
Suffice it here to say, that a man who for sixty- 
five years, under the public eye, bore through. 
out aname unsullied by a stain, and who, ander 
the severest stress, ever held high the honour 
and the interests of bis country, leaves an ex- 
ample of whict his countrymen may be proud. 


An old resident of the Far East, who had at- 
tained the advanced age of seventy-four years, 
passed away an Tuesday, says the Kobe 
Chronicle. Mr. Schofield, who will be remem- 
bered as having for some years been connected 
with the Seamen's Home, had resided in China 
and Japan for more than thirty years. He had 
had a somewhat remarkable history, Inhiserrly 








youth he joined the 6ret Buffs and saw con- 
siderable service in India, including the cam- 
paign known as the second Sikh War, Return- 
ing to England after his period of service 
service had expired he stayed there a short time 
and then determined to come out to Shang- 
hai, with the object of going into business, 
Shortly after his arrival in Shanghai he became 
acquainted with some of the leaders in the 
Taiping rebellion, and was instrumental in sup- 
plying the rebels with arms and ammunition 
during that formidable rising against the cor- 
ruption and oppression of the ruling classes. 
After the rebellion was suppressed, Mr. Schofield 
went to Hankow, where he was engaged for 
some years in the /orcha business on the Yang- 
tse. Later he returned to Shanghai, and in 
1889 he came to Kobe, where he has since 
resided. He could tell many an interesting 
story of his adventures, and had a remarkable 
memory. Though for years he has looked 
extremely ill, few would have believed he ex- 
ceeded seventy years of age. 


On January 5th in Hongkong, a first class 
boy, named Aloysins Mitchell (17) was iried 
by court-martial on board H.M.S. Edgar, for 
assaulting Captain Hall, by striking him on the 
chest with both fists. The Court was compos- 
ed of Captain the Hon. Hedworth Lambton, 
H.M.S. lowerful, President; Commandant 
Sparkes, H.M.S. Zinnef ; Commander Kings- 
mill, H.M.S. Archer; Commander Smith 
Dorien, H.M.S, Alacrify; and Commander 
W. H. F. Taylor, H.M.S, Zemar. Mr. V. 
Lawford was Judge-Advocale. The prisoner 
committed the offence after being tried on a 
charge of theft. He was found guilty, and 
when this decision was communicated to him 
he leaned over the table and committed the as- 
sault. The prisoner pleaded guilty, and hand- 
ed ina written statement pleading for mitiga- 
tion of sentence. He had been brought before 
Captain King Hall, and convicted of theft, of 
which he was innocent, and the shock of being 
publicly branded asa thief threw him into a 
sudden fit of passion, and he lost control of 
himself. He was heartily sorry and ashamed 
of the serious offence, and he entreated the 
Court to take into merciful consideration that 
he had been for over six weeks already a pri- 
soner, and his youth and inexperience. The 
Court sentenced the prisoner to twenty-four 
strokes with the birch rod, imprisonment for 
eighteen months with bard labour, and to be 
dismissed the service—China Mail. 


Sir W. B. Richmond, R.A., made some novel 
and striking suggestions at a recent meeting of 
the Clergy and Artists Association for the Im- 
provement of Art in Churches, over which the 
Bishop ot Rochester presided. It may be ga- 
thered from his remarks, says the Gode, that 
if he had had a tree hand in St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral the choice of subjects for its decoration 
would have been more comprehensive than it 
has been, Sir William sees no reason why 
paintings or other works of art in churches 
should be limited to what are technically called 
religious subjects, though even as to these there 
is room, as he says, for a great extension of the 
area of illustration, For example, the Psalms 
aud the Proverbs have rarely tempted the artist, 
though they suggest subjects which could be 
treated so as to appeal to the roughest plough- 
man, Sir W. Richmond’s chief point, however, 
is thal art in churches should be an expression 
of our national as well as our religious life, 
And why not? If monuments to our heroes 
are not improperly placed in Westminster Abbey 
and St. Paul's, why may not their deeds be 
commemorated in them by the genius of the 
painter? There are numberless events in our 
Isiand Story, both in old and in recent times, 
which will occur to every one as highly suitable 
for such a purpose, We do not know why the 
historic battles which have saved the Empire 
should be excluded; and it is easy to recall 
incidents which have bummed themselves into 
the national memory, though their heroes and 
heroines were persons in humble life. The 
bravery and self-devotion of Grace Darling may 
be as properly immortalised on the walls of a 
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church as the martyrdom of a New Testament 
or medize:val saint, Some people will taise ob- 
jections, no doubt, as they always do when a 
breach with time-honoured conventions is pro- 





posed, but Sir W. B. Richmond has good sense | ., 





ght feeling on his side; patriotism and 
ion need not and should not be disjoined. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


a 
THE “ YORODZU" NOL TRUTHFUL. 


‘To THe Evttor or THe “Japan Matt.” 


Sir,—Permit me, as one of your readers for the 
past fifteen years, to take exception, through your 
columus—believing this to be the most efficacious 
means to produce the effect in a quarter where it 
is desis fo the scurrilous attacks made 
English Department of the Vorodat against o 
the best and most prominent men of Japal 
last Tuesday's issue, Marquis Ito is depicted in the 
blackest possible character that one has yet seen— 
1» who the Sovereign puts 
Jomat who knows the 
conditions of Europe well and can turn thea to 
guod account, if he likes—the most liberal type of 
the Japanese official, who is respected all the 
world over. Now, he, from his very exalied 
position, cannot reply to every and all criti- 
cisms appearing in the columns of the fifth=ate 
newspapers given to blackmailing. This fact is 
shamefully but recklessly availed of by the 
Marquis’ slanderers. Of all the “penny dreadfuls” 
which are vow fast disappearing, the Yorodau keeps 
all the essential characters to itself 
by pandering to the dregs of the community. 
inly has a larger circulation than any other 
paper; but when one knows that it is patronized 
by the barber shops, those popular rendezvous of 
the lower classes of the Metropolis, the true 1dle of 
the paper can be well imagived. Perhaps, there. 
fore, the 
Jess than is thought, One thing is, however, certai 
that no respectable man turns to its columns for 
wise counsel, advice, or information, [ts influence 
is practically mil, ‘Lhe Yorodeu possesses a dis- 
tinct character of its own, nevertheless, There is 
only one word in the whole English language 
to express it, namely, deceit. For some five 
months, an Anierican citizen was w for its 
English columu, which effusions were palmed off 
nese productions! Even now a 
teverend gentleman is taking an active 
part His work is, of course, advertized as 
Fupanese. To prove this, one need but ran through 
the file of the Vorodzu for some months back at 






































































random, What « disparity of quality, both 
grammatical and thetorical, one find in the 
vations English articles, notes, etc, Usually, the 


notes signed K, U, (who is known to be the Eag- 
lish editor) and other certain letters of the alphabet 
ate not elegant productions, though fair specimens 
of Jay k. Outhe contrary, one often finds 
among the notes, © oy articles not so 
signed very creditable pieces of writing, which 
show the unmistakable signs of foreign hands, 
Neither logic nor fact allows that one and the 
same person can be the wile: of two things dia- 
metrically opposed to each other in form, in ex- 
pression, and force. If necessary, the foreign 
productions can be singled out for comparison with 
the Japanese, The Forodsu need not, hencetorth, 
dilate high sounding themes as 
“morality,” nanity,” steaightfor ward 
honesty,” These are real nonsense so 
fav as the paper is concerned, If the Vorodeu 
desives to command the least amount of influence, 
it must give up the present dishonourable practice, 
To bo the words of the Forodsu's clerical cor 
tesp ‘thee are hypocrites even in news: 
paper offices.” This was, no doubt, meant to be 
applied to the Vorodau, the secret being known, 


ng to you for trespassing so much upon 
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elc., 
AN IMPARTIAL JAPANESE. 
Tokyo, Wednesday, 12th Jan., 1898, 


THE LATE MR, PILKINGTON. 


Yo tue Evitor or tHe “JAPAN Matt.” 
Sir,—Should the telegram with regard t 
Uyanda tu to day's issue prove only too tite, there 
will be added in the name of G. H. Pilkington 
one more to the long list of Cristian martyrs who 
have laid down their lives in Alvica. Mr, Pilling: 
ton was educated at Pembroke College, Cam 
bridge. Iv 1887 he was placed in the 2nd Div 


of the tst Class of the Classical Pripos. This 
SEN 


distinction opened Heri zed 89 

















mount of mischief dove by it may be much | G 
















educational career, but after a brief term of service 
as assistant master at Harrow School, be offered 
himself to the Church Missionary Society and 
reached Uganda at the end of 1890. Here his 
i were of the utmost service in 
pleting tevising the translation of the 
Scripiures into Uganda 
In a graphic and stiving pamphlet which he 
wiote yg bis fatelo 2 years ago, he 
remarks :-—'A handed thousand souls brought 
into close contact’ with the Gospel—half of 


















My 











them able to read for themselves : two hundred 
buildings taised Ly native Christians in which 
to worship God and stead Hs Word; two 


hundied wative evangelists and teachers entirely 
supported by the native Chueh; ten thousand 
copies of the New Testam circulation 5 
thousand souls eagerly seeking daily instruction ; 
statistics of Baptism, of Confiimarion, of ad 
herents, of teachers more than doubling yearly for 
the last 6 or 7 years, ever since the return of the 
Christians from exile; the power of God shown by 
changed lives; and all this in the centre of 
thickest spiritual darkness in the world! Does it 
not make the heart reel with mingled emotions of 
joy and fear, of hope and apprehention ? 
May this little book lead to larger investments of 
time, of means, of life!" 

And he has given time, and means, and life. 

Yours faithfully, 























C. H. BASIL WOODD. 


S, Andrew’s House, Shiba, 
13th January, 1898, 


EXPENDITURE ON MISSIONS. 


To tue Epiror or the [APAN Mat” 


Sirn,—My statement about the amount of 
money spent in home lands and in foreign coun- 





ties, included all funds spent at home. [did not 
make a comparison between Domestic and Fo- 
reign Societies, In America, there are of 





county organizations, having, for instance, twer 
git spend in the country, and 

mostly on their own local work, perhaps $500 
each per year, besides they would give say $20 
each to state work, and small tion to the 
Home Missionary Society and another to. the 
Foreign Missionary Society. Tne Society with 
which Lam cted only teceives about ten cents 
each per year from the membership that it hopes 
ay work through iton the foreign field. If this 
ten cents be three per cent, of what they spend in 
America, they would spend there only $3.33. per 
member per year, Proportionately very little 
tian money leaves the country where 


























not included in the Home Mis 
report. The Home work gre 
the Foreign work, ay a suites 
Baptists are dwindling, with 
ct. ‘The very essence of the 
st is the love of others, Not to 
Ihave 
ssionaries are beyond 
bout o i 
‘omy 
ior to the foreign 


















be 
nev 





pretended that we 4 
criticism, but T think the tall 
at home is very illogical, 











Japanese style of danc 








waliz, yet one of you ndents comes here 
to teach da ‘ow own 
advice a cmain at home? teal op- 





position iy genera'ly, not to mi 
but to Christianity in general, tis the real point 
at issue. ‘The question is, did Ciist tise from 
the dead 2, I believe he did, 
CHAS. E. GARST. 
44, Tsukijy, January 13ch, 1898 


es alone, 











JAPAN 





SOCIAL MORALITY.” 
‘To rae Epiror ov tHe “Japan Main. 
SiR.—Will your brindly give space in y 

columns for atew remarks on the letter of ES.P., 

that appeared in your issue of the toh January. 

This question of S .cral Morality” in Japan seems 

tohave wandered far from its original purpose, 

and letters Ike those of ESP, have d to co 
done sin, by saying that it ts as bad, if not worse, 
in Chris counties. Now we are told that 

“comparisons are odious,” and certainly in th 

case they can help no ones his as 

patter iv whom you find it, nor in what eo 
it may flourish ; no two wrongs have ever yet beer 
nade to prove aright; so having decided that # 
sin is @ sin, be it comanited the East or the 

Wes, let us leave that question alone, and tune 

for there in where we 

vast shades of difference. Tf a blind 
nan fall into a pit we will in pity help bi 

place him on his feet, and lead inv on h 

but if a man wilfully closes his eyes and walle 

agit, although we may help him out (if he will 
hen. we cannot but havea teling i con 
i) 
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VERSITY 


tempt for him, The wilfully blind ma 

Chuistian, he has teceived 

walk in darkiess; the Heathen ix still in dake 

hess, and we cannot expect him to wall as 

he were in the light. ‘Therefore to the Cl 
the greater condemn he is a far greater 

sinver than his Heathen Brother, E.S.P. 

















the Missionary of tionally, or u 
ally, misleading the Japanese by concealing from 
th the fact, that the very vices they wish to 








end here, exist {ar more prominently in Chieis- 
tian cities,” and further remarks, “I have ofte 
been struck by the evident surprise manifested by 
tavelled Japanese when spoken to of the 
iquities going on in so-called Cluistian cities, 
they have vematked, why we never head 
from the Missionaries—we thought all Chris 
tian people were good ! 

Now [think one knows that the Missionary, 
goes to non-Christian lands to teach the people 
what Christian yd not to tell of the evil 
fied 
open 
is wo need that he 
should speak, nor yet is it necessary that the 

























.| Japanese should Wavel abroad to learn these 


things, for their eyes are opened only 100 soon, 
and practical lessons are given them by those who, 









a) people were good 
(shall I say fortunately for themselves), seen but 
few foreigners, I will quote from the letter of 
fe more,“ When the Mi 
pagandists can point to « single Ewopean city of 
inary dimensions that is perfectly free from the 


1 








objectionable elements they find in Japan—ther, 
a 


{not till then, can they use it asa model for 
tation by the Japanese.” 
is a servant of Gad, not a visi 
that were he to vemain at home 
point” to such a city as E.S.P. speaks of, the 
world would never hea: of a Savio 
his Lord’s command—to yo for 
ints to the Man Christ, and sa: 
Here is yo 
Follow Him! 
Yours, &c., 


January 16th, 1898. 

















to his people, 
great example, you need no other, 








M.L.P. 








ROUND THE WORLD A-WHEEL. 
ee agers 
THREE LONDON CYCLISTS 
IN JAPAN. 

The other day the three adventurous cyclists 
who set out from London in July of 1896 with the 
ambition of wheeling sound the world, t 
Nagasaki from St J 









words Shimonoseki, from whence they will vide to 
Kobe, Kyoto, and sv on to Yokohama. All Engli 
speaking wheelmen the watld ove a, Ine 
dia, Australia, the Cape and elsewhere, have been 
following the tide of the Uiv—Mr. John Foster 
Fraser, Mr. Edward Lunn and Mr. F. H. Lowe. 


















in London eighteen m 
ail. When it became public what they were alent 
{o aitemp, it way prophesied they would never get 
beyond: Viena; i mstary (Mic 'Reneer beg. & 
well known jourwalist was extensively inter 
To all doubts abeut the 
he answered, © Well, we wi 
When they set off from London 
companied them, for the hwur of t 
Kept a secret, ‘They were upon ordinary toadster 
machines, with a special caniage behind lor luge 
age, of wlich each rider carried about 
ids, inclusive of sepals, photographic. ap- 
ves, medicines and what tuly. ‘The Bist alters 
toon they tan down to Harwich, took the night 
buat and lauded tn Antwerp tn, the morning. aid 
the same day saw them in Binssels. The King 
of the Belgians invited them to spend Sunday 
with him atthe Chateaude Laeken. His Majesty 
(oak a great interest in the voyage, he himself 
tiding avicycle, and at the Belgian National [de 
ton the afternoon of 19th July, he shook the thee 
waruily iy the hand, wished them God speed, 
while the Royal Band played tre B. 
National Anthem, Ms. Fraser 
Se.off upgu (hele lingibvelinnd ‘ee 
er of Holland they eutered Germany at Aine 
in-Chapellr, rant ver to Calo 
the side of the legendary Rh 
Mayence, aud by Bonn, Heidelberg and St 
burg to Munich, Once over the Austian fro 
they pushed on swilly and reached Vie 
jane] eutol Londo 
qt Poti de in -drevehing 
SAT 
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miry roads brought the wheelmen to Buda-Pesth, 
a tide of over a couple of Inndied miles. All 
through Hungary they were seceived fraternally. 
Less than three days carvied them acioss Rous 
mania, and on a miserably wretched wet day, they 
bade good-bye to civilisation and crossed 
frontict into Southern Russia. 

Here trials were waiting them, ‘Thete were no 
roads, only rough tracks across the eternal unin= 
teresting steppes. There were no inns and the 
villages were poor: For move than a week ata 
streich the cyclists slept in their clothes on hare 
floors and for ten days they subsisted chiefly on 
eggs. They tuned into the Crimea and wheeled 
over the field of Balaclava, Crossing the Straits 
of Azol they entered the Kuban province, the land 
of the Cossacks. It was a region of poverty and 
Once a band of marauding Cossacks 
he adventurers and revolvers were diawn 
nd fired in defence. Another time they were 
carried bodily before the police as spies, and {re- 
quently they were stoned, ‘They made strainht 
for Viadikavkas, lying at the foot of the mi 
Caucasus mountains, ‘They were the first cyclists 
who had ever trav and the 
day they rode into Tiflis, now the capi 
Caucasia, they had been in the saddle for eighteen 































ho 

Fiuin Tiflis Me. Fraser and his friends struck 
into a fierce bandit-infested country, Armenia, 
They saw a good deal of the wild Kurds from 
whom, however, they received every ki At 








Erivan, the capital of Armenia, bad weather de. 
layed them. They cycled past Biblical Mount 
Ararat, and then teached the classic Araxes river 


and passed into Persia. 

It Russia was a tough country ta cross on bicy- 
cles the Land of the and the Sun was woes 
Nothing but disheavtening obstacles awaited the 
tio. 
snowy weather, sickness. 
often there was only a mud hutto rest i 
their clothes in tatters, famished and wor 
reached the capital city of Teheran in the 
of December twelve months back. Fur five weeks 
they rested at Teheran, where they were enter- 
tained by the Shah at his palace and spent a 
pleasant Cliistmas as the guests of Sir Mortimer 
Durand, the British M ‘They then struck 
right actoss Persia, through Kum, a tanatical city 
where they were stoned ont of the place; to I=pal 
mice the Zildi Sultan veceived them, and si 

lace of the Persi 
Bae Hafix ands Sadi, Naturally there was the 
widest excitement among the Persians. 

Snow lay deep on the monntains and once the 
cyclists lost their way. ‘They were on the Kult 






‘There: were breakages of the machines, 
Food was very scarce; 
With 

























Kush (Shoulder of Death) at an altitude of 9,000 
Darkness overtook 





feet and in four feet of snow, 
them. ‘They wandered: lal 
track, and at last, utterly faint, 
their machi Tt was a howling: stormy 
and they had the w 

Wolves were prowl 
found a track and so reached the village of D 












bid. 
They had been exposed and without food for 


twenty hour 

Arriving in India hardships fled. ‘Tue there 
was a nasty eight hundred miles to traverse 
through the sand of Scinde, that the heat was in- 
tense, and that Mr. Fraser was laid np fora month 
with ‘smallpox. But from Lahore to Calcutta 
they travelled over the most magnificent road— 
1,200 miles—in the world, through the famous 
cities of Delhi, Agra, Lucknow and Benares. The 
reception given 10 the adventurous ttin by the 
city of Calcutta was the most brilliant public event 
ce Lord Dufferin was Viceroy. Itis calculated 
that something like a huudeed and filty thousand 
people were in the streets. A great public banguet 
was given in their honour, the Viceroy’s box at the 
theatre was at their dixposal,they were Lienkfasted, 
luncheoned and dinnered and altogether most 
oughly lionised. It was more than hinted in 
of the Calcutta papers that Mir Fraser ve 
ceived two offers of marriage from overeenthusiastic 
young Anglo Indian ladies, But as Me. Fraser 
is yet_a bachelor he mnst have declined the honour. 

When good-bye had been hidden to Caleuita, 
the adventurers went to Burma, which they 
traversed by way of Mandalay to Blamo, the last 
frontier station in British Upper Baca. ‘They 
were caught inthe rainy season and eight nights 
they slept in their damp clothes, They crossed 
over the ase fiunties at Nampong. ‘There 
were no toads to cycle over, only mountain Gacks 
to climb and descend, Day after day they waded 
waist deep in water, Consequently there was 
fever uni sickvess. But they never turned back. 
ese, travelling without servant 
4g or civilised food, 
where there are no inns, 
theirs was a dispiriting march, To cross from 
Bhamo to Talifu ate one of the 
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| Rockies from San Fra 





5 GOSAe sincere thanks of the L B.A, are lenses 


and difficult tasks. Twenty miles at the outside 
was all they jouneyed i one day. ‘They were 
going through an almost unknown tegion. AL 
places the Chinese were offensive to the wanderers 
and frequently stoned them. Mr. Fraser and his 
jends stuck down to Yunnan-fu and th worked 
ithe Yang-tze river, which they reached a 
Sinfu and then pedalled down to Chung-kings 
Messis Lunn and Lowe suffered severely from 
the constant hardships, the exposure and the 
bad food. By the time the party anived at 
Ichang these two had competely broken down in 
health. Ail of them were haggard and worn, their 
clothes wee almost in shreds and they were 
weating native shoes. Messrs Lunn & Lowe took 
steamer at once to Hankow where they could place 
themselves under a doctor but Mr, Fraser rode 
alone across the auti-foreign province of Hupeh. 
Most of the time he had wreiched weather and 
could get little besides rice and greens to eat, and 
he was frequently pelted with mud by the natives. 
Starting off again, the three kept tothe Yangtze 
bank as far as Wulit where they struck actoss 
country to Shanghai, ‘This they reached on. the 
a3ed Dec. having travelled 14,322 miles and taking 
just 151 days to traverse Chi A magnificent 
welcome was accorded by the ladies and genile- 
men of Shanghai who met them some six miles 
out of the city and escorted them to the settles 
ment. Messis. Fraser, Lunn & Lowe before 
leaving were entertained at a public dinner at 
which Sir Nicholas Hannen presided. 


Of the travellers the name of Mr, Fraser is well, 
known asa story writer in the leading magazines, 
thdugh he ‘alto, writes liaawy and serious mi ticlan 
for the Contemporary Review and flippancies for 
the club gossin in The Idler. For some years he 
tepresented The Manchester Guardian in the 

journalists’ Gallery of the House of Commons, and 
he is still on the staff of The World. He belongs to 
the staid Authors’ Club, that dilletante coterie of 
young artistic and literary Londoner Fra- 
set, before starting on the present excursion, travele 
led extensively in Egypt, Palestine, Syria, Asia 
Minor and Turkey generally, He has also been 
to Tunis and explored the site of ancient Car- 
thage. Still under thirty years of age, a tall, 
broad shouldered Scotsman, he has crushed a 
good many experiences into his life. Probably a 
book from his pen will be the upshot of the pre- 
sent tour. 

Both Me nd Mc. Lowe are younger than 
Mi. Fraser Lunn has travelled widely, espe 
cially in Northern Russia, and was, one of the few 
Englishmen who witnessed the coronation of the 
Czar at Moscow, 

Now the three are cycling their way through 
Japan though when they will atrive in Yokohama 
isnot known, ‘They are taking their time because 
they are in no hurry to reach America before the 
snows have melted to allow them to ride actoss the 

cisen to New York. They 
get back to England about July next having been 
away from home about two years. 
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LADIE'S BENEVOLENT ASSOCIA- 








ZION. 
= oie 
CoMMITTER, 
President.—Mrs, Irwine, Vice President.—Mrs. 
Eldidge. Hon. ‘I'reas.—Mrs. W. B. Walter. 


Hon, Sec.—Mrs. Thomas, 
J. Walter, Mrs. James, Mis, Whittall, Ma- 
dame de Micheaux, Mrs. Kleinwort, and 
Mis, Isaacs. Hon. Sec.—Tokyo. Madame 
Bougou 
Your Cominittee have the pleasure to lay before 
you the 25th Annual Report of the Association, 
They regret that the Funds of the Society are not 
in he flourishing condition that they lave been in 
for some years past. The demands for assistance 
have Leen much greater this year owing to various 
causes, the chief of which has been the number of 
cases in which assistance has been given in regard 
lo passage money, + Commitiee are obliged 
to make a strong appeal to the kindness 
osity of the members of the Association 
hoping that all present members will continue the 
subsctiptions, and increase them whete it is possi« 
ble, and that others may be willing to join in this 
good cause. The Annual expenses are now greatly 
in excess of the Annual Income, and the Reserve 
und has been nearly exhaust Every year 
there is more poverty as the place increases in size 
and all peedy cases ate assisted irrespective of 
creed and nationality and many such have been 
relieved during the past year, 
Every person requil 
the case enquired 
Committee. 


Managers.— Mis, 










































into by members of the 








assistance is visited, and 





to the kind friends who have sent di 
from themselves personally or by giving 
ments for the benefit of the Local Chari 


Mr. Schur for educating the orph 





of 





son 


a Bittish subject, at a seduced sate; also for 
gifts 
Pi 


the donations of clot father 








sonage by the Presider 
fully acknowledge the kind help of the 
Daughte 
destitute woman at the General Hospi 

‘The work done by the Association during the 
past year will be seen by the Hon. Treasurer's 
Report. : 











J. P. Tuomas, 
Hon, Sec, L, B. Ay 
Yokohama, January 7th, 1898. 


TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1897, 
DR. 
Paid out for keeping a helpless destitute 








































































widow at the Hospital for one year... $365.00 
Paid out for milk supplied monthly to 
a poor family of six children 135.13 
Paid out rent for one year for a poor 
widow with a large family... 315.00 
Paid Mr. Pass board for two boys tor 
‘one year and school fees for several 
others 223 80 
Paid out funeral expenses of a disti 
man 25.00 
Paid out school fees for a poor git! for 
‘one month... 500 
Paid out for boots for a poor boy. 300 
Paid out for printing reports, postal 
cards and stamps. 27.90 
Paid out for stationery 5:30 
Paid out from Victoria Schoo fu 
school fees for one boy sscseseere 83 40 
Paid out towards the passage to Co: 
lombo of a poor man 6.00 
Paid towards passage of a poor wom: 
to Seattle, U.S... 50.00 
Paid towards the passage of a poor man 
to America .., 50.00 
Paid to the Salvation Army ... 100.00 
Paid towards passage to Hor 
a poor man 30.00 
Paid towards “ Jol 
fund’... 100.00 
Paid to a family in need, the father 
being ill 92 00 
Paid to assist the shipwrecked sailors of 
S. Aletle vsssees 50.00 
Paid towards passage to America of a 
poor Bitlvves 80.00 
Paid for food 
Seven persons v4, 85.00 
Paid part passage to America of » poor 
family ae 105.00 
Paid for 1 dozen ‘Mankets. for the Hos 
‘ 30.60 
boots for a poor boy 
Mrs. Juffray’s deposit for hee ass 
rf ave esses 2000 
Paid for collecting subscriptions 15 18 





To balance ... 


Total we 





Received in Subscriptions and Dona- 
$ 1,215.00 





K's 
Towards the keep al a poor sick woman 
at the Hospital, . 100.00 





















Received from the Kobe Incognito Co.. 75 00 
Received Balance from the “ Jubilee” 

Subscriptions sss 32.79 

Interest on Current Account, 4 7:30 

$ 1,430.09 

Brought forward from 1896 2 910643, 

, Total. $ 2,340.52 

M. M. Watrer, 
Hon, Treasurer. 








‘The first delivery of Bombay cotton this year, 
is expected at Kobe towards the middle of 
February uext. The steamers Aydaspes and 
Hiroshima Maru, loaded with about 10,000 
about the roth 
cotton this 
year is said to be about one yen per picul less 
than last year, the average quolations ranging 
frotr yer e8 (0 x8,70. 
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CARIST-CHURCH REBUILDING 
FUND. 


= 
The following in the Subscription List to date 
towards the rebuilding of Christ Church, Yoko- 


hama i— 
Yen. 





Sit Ernest Satow, K.C.M.G. 
}. F. Lowder, Esq. 
Jas. Walter, Enq. 
W. F. Mitchell, 
Countess Festetics 
i, Es 
























“ White Wings 
E. M. Rogers, 

R. D. Robi 
L. J. Heal 

Thos. Hellyer, 
G. Syme Thomson, 
James Dodds, Esq 
Hongkong & Sha 

poration 
H. M. Bevi: 


Mrs. M. - 
Offertory, St. A’ 


James Troup, Esq. 
Messts. Bowne & C: 
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LATES1 TELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 





THE ANGLO-CHINESE LOAN. 
PROTRACTED NEGOTIATIONS. 
London, Jan. 13. 
The parleying with China concerning 
the British loan is likely to be protracted. 
China is procrastinating and raising vari- 
ous difhculties. Moreover, it is uncertain 
whether adequate security will be forth- 
coming. 
BRITISH INDIAN FINANCE. 
The Times is informed that a Bill will 


‘THE COMMAND OF THE FRENCH 
ARMY. 


General Jamont has been appointed 
generalissimo of the French Army, re- 
placing General Saussier, who has retired. 

THE SITUATION IN CUBA. 

Anti-autonomy riots of a serious nature 
have occurred at Havana, and the mob 
has been in possession of the streets for 
three days. 

SERIOUS DISTURBANCES ON THE 
PERSIAN FRONTIER. 
A serious disturbance is reported as 





be introduced at the Viceregal Council on 
Friday, empowering it to receive deposits 
in gold in London, and to issue notes 
against them in Ini 
‘THE GERMAN PRESS AND 
ENGLAND. 

The tone of the German Press has 
latterly been markedly friendlier towards 
Great Britain. 

GERMANY'S CARRYING TRADE. 

Germany has chartered two trading 
steamers to ply between Kiao-chou and 
Shanghai. 

‘THE TRANSVAAL. 
A STARTLING STATEMENT. 
London, Jan, 14. 

The Globe publishes a Boer plan of 
campaign, the execution whereof, it says, 
was only prevented by the outbreak of 
rinderpest. It alleges that it was arranged 
to declare war suddenly on some pretext. 
Then within 48 hours to seize Kimberley, 
Newcastle, and two other strategic points, 
and hold them until terms were made, 

THE DREYFUS CASE. 
PROSECUTION OF EMILE ZOLA. 

The French Government has commenc- 
ed the prosecution of Emile Zola for 
having published a letter in which he fu- 
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tiously denounced General Billot, Minister 
of War, and other Generals, and stated 
that they were combining to perpetuate 
the conviction of Dreyfus, and to exculpate 
Esterhazy. 

THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 

The Morning Post states that the Gren- 
adier Guards, in garrison at Gibraltar, 
have been ordered to be in readiness to 
sail for Egypt. 

LORD CHARLES BERESFORD. 

Lord Charles Beresford has been elect- 
ed member of parliament for York by a 
majority of eleven votes over Sir Christo 
pher Furness, Radical. Owing to the 
narrow majority, a recount: has been 
demanded. Mr. Mendl, Radical, has been 
elected for Plymouth. 

‘THE MURDER OF A LONDON 

ACTOR. 

The man who murdered William Ter- 
ries, the actor, has been tried and declar- 
ed insane. 

INDIAN FINANCE. 

A Bill been introduced at the Vice- 
regal Council providing for the issue of 
Currency Notes in Izdia against gold paid 
to the Secretary of State. 

END OF THE ENGINEERS’ STRIKE 
THE MEN YIELD 
London, January 17. 

‘The engineers’ strike is virtually over, 
and the men have tesolved to withdraw 
their demand for a 48 hours’ week. 


THE RUSSIAN WAR DEPARTMENT. 














sian Minister of War, 


UNIVERS 
URBA 


neral Krapotkine has been appointed(a 


having broken out in the province of 
Mekran. Telegraph survey parties have 
been attacked, and many wounded. Troops 
have been dispatched thither from Karachi. 
CRICKET IN AUSTRALIA. 

In a test match played between Stod- 
dart’s team and an Adelaide eleven, the 
Australians made 550 for nine wickets. 

In the third day’s play between Stod- 
dart’s team and an Australian eleven at 
Adelaide, the Stoddarts were all out for 
278. ‘The Australians following on, made 
133 for one wicket. 

THE ISSUE OF INDIA BILLS. 
London, Jan. 18. 

The tenders for the £1,000,000 India 
Bills for exchange have amounted to 
9,770,000. Subscribers at £98 17s. 2d. 
receive a percentage of 75; those who 
have subscribed above that amount get 
allotments in full. 

CRICKET IN AUSTRALIA. 

In a second test match played at Ade- 
laide between Stoddart’s team and an 
Australian eleven, the Jatter were all out 
for 573, and the Stoddarts made 177 for 
six wickets. 4 

DEATH OF “ THE FATHER OF 

THE HOUSE.” 

The death is announced of the Right 
Hon. C. P. Villiers, M.P. 

THE CRISIS IN THE FAR EAST, 

London, Jan. 19. 

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, speaking at Swansea, 
declared that Great Britain had no desire 
for any territorial acquisition in China, 
but wished to open the door to the world’s 
commerce, But the Government was 
absolutely determined, even, if necessary, 
at the cost of war, not to allow that door 
to be shut against it. 


THE ANGLO-CHINESE LOAN. 


Sir Claude Macdonald, British Minister, 
has informed the ‘Tsung-li-yamen. that 
England is willing to furnish a loan, con- 
ditional upon the opening of three treaty 
ports, to include Talien-wan and Nanning- 
Pho, the alienation from the Yangtsze 
valley of any other Power, and the right 
to extend the Burmah railway through 
Yunnan. These conditions are approved 
by China, but opposed by the Russian 
aud French Ministers at Peking. 











(R-ceived by the Fijé). h 
BRIT SH DEMANDS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE CHINESE LOAN. 
Peking, Jan. 14. 
It is rumoured here that the conditions 
proposed by Great Britain in undertaking 
to supply to China a loan are, among other 
things, that Talien and Siangtan, in the 
province of Hunan, and a certain city in 
Kwangsi should be opened for commerce, 
jthatirthe, construction of railways in 
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THE NEW GOVERNOR OF SHANTUNG. 
Peking, Jan. 15. 
Chang Yin-wan has been appointed Go- 
vernor of Shantung. 
JAPAN AND ENGLAND. 
Peking, Jan. 16. 
It is persistently rumoured here that 
Japan is disposed io back up the present 
British movement. 











All Com-aanication: 





0 ne addren: 





‘The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek: 
side, 

The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, UchisSaiwaiccho Iichome (next to the Tokyo 


Club). 
Sotutios ov Prosiem No. 353. 
WHITE. BLack. 
1—Q to R6 1—R takes Q 


2—Rttakes P(B3), mate 
IK takes Kt 
2—Q to Kt7, mate 
od i 1—B takes Kt 
2—Q to K 2, mate 
I—R to Kt6; B to B 
2—Q to B 4, mate 530 Bio Ki 8 
2 ‘ 1—P takes P 
2—B takes P, mate 
1—P to K3.0: K4 
a—Ke takes P (B6), mate 


1—Kt (B 7) moves 
2=Q to Q3, or Bio Q 3, 





maie Kt (Kt a), moves 
2-Q to K.6, mate 
Conect solutions seceived fom W.H.S., 





Skak and Vo 
P.E F.S.—1 B to B 2 ch spoils your key move. 





Prosiem No, 355. 
By Mus. W. J. Barr. 
Firs: Prize Hackney Mercury, 
tace 





W743 
waite, 
White to play and mate in three moves, 


A Cunwsity, 

To the following position White las too much 
force; with the move he must lose—he cannot even 
diay, Ti however, one of his pieces be removed 
from the boaed, he can mate in four moves :— 

White :—King at KKt 5; Q at KK 3; Bishops 
at KR 2 and 3; Knights at KB 4 and Q 7; Pawns 
at KB6, K 7, QB 3, QKts. 

Black :—King at Q 35 Oat KKtsg; Rat KR 
sq and Q 65 Bishops at K=q and Qags Kt at Q 
Weta; Paws at KRs, Kk 2, KB, 16, QBS. 
Kt 3, QR 4. 
ORS one of White's pieces from the board, 

White to play and mate in four moves. ‘Thi 











This 
genious puzzle is by W. S, Pavilt, and was pub 
lished mote than thirty years ago in the Chess 
World. 








Janowski 0. Wacaropr. 

Walbrodt lost time in the fowth game 
adopting a timid variation of the Ruy Lopez 
Playing 4—P to Q 3, and then later on 7—P to 
4. Black made good use of his opportunity to de- 
velop his game, wotabl is seventeenth move 
of Rto Q 3. White rated the strength of 
Black's attack on the 's wing. He ought to 
have exchanged ronks, instead of which he played 
the risky move of 20—P to Kt 3, to which Black 
very properly replied with R to Kt 3. The sacti- 
fice of the piece on Biack’s twenty-second move 
was, we believe, perfectly justified. The latter, 
however, gave himself entirely away with his 
twenty-fifth move of Q to R6, He ought to have 
played P to K Bq atonce, 


by 
A 


































White.—Walbrodt, Black. nowski. 
WHITE, BLACK, WHITE. BLACK. 
1PKg = PKq 19 Kt Ktz Bs 
2K KB3 Ki QB3 | 20 P Kg Kg 
3BKis) Ki 83 zr KBs 9g is 
PQ; Pp 22PKK-4 Bx 
£ 62h. B fe 23 PxB  RxP 
6 Ki BZ Custles 24.Q K3 Ry 
7P Ki Q2 25 Ri By R6 ch 
8 BxKe PxB 6K K2 PKB 
9 PxP PxP 27 KKixP, Q Rg 
10QK2 B Qs 28 KixR Kt 
11 BK3 9 3 2799 Kz. BR5 
12 gr Qrq Ki By 30 R KR sq BxQ 
13 Brkt BB. 3r Rx RxP ch 
14 KLQRg B Kz 32 KQOsq BBs 
ISPQOK3 BKKs 133 Kis Bake 
16 R 03 RQsq ]34RxB°  PKR3 
17 KR.Qsq Qs 35 R KBs Resigns, 
18 PKR3 B Rg 
Game No. 354. 


A Typicat Piece or Srrateey. 

The appended interesting game occured in a 
rencently played match, Ii forms a good example 
of the evil effects of development: when 
opposed to madein strategy :— 


White—Mr. H.E.Dobell —Black—Mr. H. W. Trenchard 
(Hastings). (Noh London). 











WHITE. BLACK. WHITE. — BLACK. 
1PQ4 PQY 19 OR Qq Cis. QR 
2P Rg P ra 2BB-q P Pay 
3BQ3 BO a KtR3 PKs 
4 KrQ2(a) Ke KB3 | 22 Kt Ba(i) P Ry 
5P KB, P By 23 Ki Kia) BK2 
© PB3(n) Ki Bg 2yKtRq PRs 
7P QRZ P Bsc) | 25 KtxP - Brkt 
8BB2" PQK4 [26PxB  RxP 
9 Q KtB3 27 Kt Ki3 ORR-q 
(a) B Ki2 28 RB2  B Q4(k) 
10 Ki R3(e) P OR4 2RK2 Ki R(t) 
1 BQ2 PRs) | 30BQ2 Ki _B3 
wKBz Ke QORy | 31BRq RO 
IZRQKrq Ki6 132R Qe Ke Ke 
14 Castles Ba 3390q Ki kis 
15 Q K2 KR3 34 OR K2 Ke Rs 
16 P KKi3 35 KRB2 Kt Boc 
(e) Kt ks 30K Bq ReKt 
17 KBxKt PxB 37 ReKt — ReReh 
WKeK-q PKB, — | 38 Resigns 


Notes by Gunsberg. 


tals like Pillsbury and Tehi 
udependent of steretayped fur 






hardly do to play Kt to 
QB 4, of making provisions for placing the B on 

Kea, 

(b) The poor queen’s bishop is hopelessly cribhe 
ed, cabined, and confised ; he never sees daylight, 

(c) Now Black has gained sufficient time to 
teduce his opponeni’s position to the level of thal 
of a second player. : 

(d) If Pto QR 4, Pto Kis! 

(+) The idea of playing Pro Q 
4 isto play Kt to K 5, 
knight on KB 3. 

(f) This move securely ties up the queen’s wing. 

(g) Anticipating P to KKt 4. 

(h) Black’s play from this point is exceedingly 
well directed. : 

i) Now the king's side is blocked also, and 
Black’ proceeds by hydraulic power to force the 
only remaining open point an his king's rook’s file, 

(le) Played for the scientific pur pose of depriving 
White of all power of motion; P to Q 5 was by 
No means an improbable contingency. 

(1) The movements of this knight form not the 
least instructive feature of « game full of fi 
strategy. 

(m) A nice finish of a cleverly conducted and 
typical game. If 37—P takes R, R to RB ch; 
38—K to Kr, Rto Ki 8, mate, 





gard Pto RB 
supported by the other 
























Gamn No. 355. 
FRom Tue Bertin Tournament. 
BLACKBURNB UJ. MARCO. 


Falkbeer Counter Gambit. 
White—Biackburne. = Black—Marco. 


WHITE, BLACK. WHITE. BLACK, 
IP Ky P Ky 13 BK3(1) BeB 
2PKBy P Qa HQ Bach O K3(«) 
3PxQP_ PRs 15OxOch Rx 
4P03 KikB3 [168 By Pete 
SQKo. BOOBs) [17 BeReh KB ag 
8 Ri O83 Costes 18 B BB POR) 
7 Px R K-q(b) |g PxP RRS 

8 Kt Bg KixKP(c) | 20 R Beqch K Keg 
gKixkt B Bg 21RB3 BOs 
10 Kt K5(d) Bet 22 CULQOR KV B3(1) 

I 23 BxP™ Resigns. 


1 Qo) aE 






| Pitched battles issessupting the comse of develop: 


8, but for the ordinary amateue it will i 
Q.2 before playing P to 
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Notes by Emil Kemeny. 
(+) Q trkes Pwas the pruper play. The play 





adopted is more aggressive, bu 
sound: 

(b) Bakes Kt, followed by R to K sq, would 
have been better than the play adapted. 

(c) Black should have played B to KB 4, which 
would have regained a Pawn. ‘The play adopted 
is quite brilliant, hut not sound, and it causes. the 
rather speedy defeat. Back very bkely overs 
looked the Ki to K § continuation of White. 

(al) White, at this stage of the game, might 
have played Ki takes B, giving up the Queen for 
the Rook and 1wo minor pieces. The continua: 
tion adopted by White is superior to Kt takes B 

(e) Well played. Black can not capture the 
Keon account of Q'to B 4 ch. 

(f) Brilliant and decisive play. 
up the Bishop 





it does not prove 











White gives 
order to relieve his Queen and 
Ki. The play and leads to victory, 

(g) He could not play K to Rsq or K wo B sq, 
for Kt 19 B7 ch, followed by Kt takes Q or Q 
B7 mate, would follow. Had Black played i to 
K 3.4 similar continuation would be adopted. 

(b) To save the Rook. The game, however, is 
a hopeless one. 

(i) He could not play B takes K Pon account 
of Rito K 3 winning the Bishop. Bio B4 might 
have prolonged somewhat the battle, but evidently 
Black’s game was a hopeless one. ‘The move 
selected luses a piece. White answers B takes P, 
followed by B takes Ktch and R takes B. 














Game No. 356 

The following is a remarkably pretty skitm 
which oceusred in Adelaide in 1895, the open 
being a Charlick-Counter Gambit 











White—Me. Apperley. Black—Mr. Charlick, 
WHITE, BLACK. WHITH. BLACK. 
1PQ4 PKy 8 Ki Qz Qe 
2Px PQ3 oP KR; Reko 
3B By? KBs 10 KK B3_ KR Kiq 
4BxP 3 1 QQRy BB 
5B Bq? RBxP 12 Ke Kg Ke Ks 
oPOB; BKB, 13 Kt RRy Q Kb! 
7P RZ” Castles QR| 14 PxQ 


And Black mates in two moves, 








es, 


ave likely to favour the attacking patty : that 
This is because, natueally, his 
tior to that of the defender, 

to make ready.” Be cares 
ful, also, and in particular when defending, to 
abstain from the making of ssary advances 
of the Pawns about a Castled King. Until their 
movement is forced, leave them severely alone. 
In nine cases out of every ten your defence will be 
all the songei.” 











Pillsbury is again at his old occupation of player 
in the automaton at the Eden Musee, New York, 


The Hongkong Chess Club's exhibition of 
simltaneous play came «ff on the 30h December 
at the Hongkong Hotel, and Mi. Souza, the 
ex champion, at the rate of about four moves a 
minute, disposed of his seven antagonists in. « 
hou and a quarter, losing one aud drawing one 
of the games played. 








From an Australian Exchange, we take the fol- 
lowing :—The chanipioi Otago Chess 
Club (N. Z.), has been R.A. Cleland, 
who has now secured that wee years in 

the ten games played he won 
ining two games Me, Cleland 
nto Mr. Balk, a former champion of 
Yokohama. 





















‘The Ladies’ scored a victory in a match sixteen 
a side against a minor team of the City of London 





Chess Club. 


The English Champion Mr. Blackburne’s first 
pul 
1 


ic appearance 


land upon his re 














the Berlin tournament took place at the Ciy 
don Chess Club on Saturday, when he gave 
a ibition of blindfold play, engaging eight 
opponents simultaneously, In teply” to” some 
words of welcome addressed to him by Mr. H. F. 
Gastinean, Mr, Blackbutne said he had not done 





quite as well as he had expected at Berlin, He 
had suffered from ill health the whole of the time, 
and found hinwself quite broken down at the end 
of each week, sa that he always did worst ow 
Saturdays. The blindfold. peiformance reantied 
five games and diaw: 











the temaining thiee.—Bradford Observer, Ocior 
ber 16th, 





at 
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LATEST SHIPPING. 


ee ae ge 
ARRIVALS. 
City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 
Wm. Ward, 15th Jan.,—Hongkong via ports, 
6th Jan., Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 
Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smit! 
Ja San Brancisco, 28h Dec, and 0 
4th Jan. Mails and General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 
Polyphemus, British steamer, 1,747) Goodwin, 17th 
‘London via ports, and Kobe, 15th Jan., 
Butterfield & Swire. 
sh steamer, 1,889, Vyvyan, 171 
London via ports, and Kobe, 14th Jan., 




















General—-Samuel Samuel & Co 
Olympia (14), U.S. flagship, 5.870, 





‘Capt. Gridley. 






—Nagasal 
Empress of India, Bu 
Marshall 
Jan, M 


, T5ih Jan. 
sh steamer, 3,003, O. P. 





Toh Jan.y—Vancouver, B.C., 4th 
P. R. Co. 








Is and General.—! 

Trane, German steamer, 2,145, Schneder, 19th Jan., 
eM tlamburg via ports, and Hongkong rath Jan, 
General.-Simon Evers & Co: 

Ping Suey, British steamer, 1,982, D. Davies, roth 
fan., Liverpool via ports, and Kobe, 18h Jan., 

W. M., Strachan & Co. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, H. Bleeker, 
1gth Jan.,—Hongkong, 14th Jan., Mails and 
General —H. Aliens & Co., Nach. 

Saint Ronald, British steamer, 1,085, W. H. Cle- 
‘ments, 20th Jan.,—Batoum, Oul.—Jardine Ma- 
theson & Co. 

Norman Isles, Norwegian steamer, 2,180, Hansen, 
atst Jan at back bearing broken, Ballast.— 
Standard Oil Co. 

Columbia, British steamer, 1,689, A. Gow, 21st 
Jan.,—Hongkong via ports, and Kohe, 20th 
Jan., Mails and) General,—Dodwell Casliil & 











meral, 




















Co. 
Idaumi Kan (16), Japanese cruiser, 2,967, Capt. 
G. Hayashi, 2tot Jan,,—Yokosuka, 











DEPARTURES. 

Mogul, British steamer, 1,827, W. H. Weight, 16th 
Jane —Portland Oregon via Honolulu, General. 
—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 

Changsha, British steamer, 1,463, Williams, 16th 
Jan—Australia via Kobe and Hongkong, 

General.—Butter field & Swire, 

Rosetta, British steamer, 2,139, F. N. Tillacd, 16th 
den Hongkong via Nayasaki and Kobe, 

ils and General.O. & O.S.N. Co. 

Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 181 

—Hongkong via ports, Mails and General. 
—O. & O.SS. Co. 

City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 
Win, Ward, 18:h Tau San Francisco, Mails 
and General.—P. M. 

Ching Wo, British ste 
18th Jan.,—london via ports, General 
Strachan & Co. 

Hector, British steamer, 3,005, John Barr, 19th 
Jan,,—London via ports, General.—Butter field 


& Swire. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P. 
Marshall, 20th Jan.,—Hongkong vid ports, 
Mails & General.—C. P. R. Co. 

Glengyle, British steamer, 2,244. Hill, 18th Jan. 
Koji, Ballast.— Jardine Matheson & Co. 

Senta, German steamer, 2,660, F, Voss, 201h Jan, 
“Havee and Uamburg via ports, General.— 
Simon Evers & Co. 

Norman Isles, Now 
























Co. 
er, 2,517, H. C. Harris, 
W.M 























ian steamer, 2,180, Hansen, 








20th Jauy— Kuchinotsu, Batiast.— Standard 
Oil Co. 
Ceylon, British steamer, 2,723, R. R. Pearce, 2and 





‘atv,.—London via ports, Mails and General.— 

. & O. S.N. Co. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,157, J. Nitei, 
18th Jan,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 












PASSENGERS. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, from 
Vancouver ic. R. G. Bolton, Me. Ay 
Babington, Count Gaspard de Turck de Kersbeek, 
Connt de ‘Turck de Kersbeek, Mr. Fred Grafton, 
Mr. and Mrs. F, Gillett and child, Mr. and Mee: 
Mr, F. W. J. H. Lengbergen, Mc. N. M. 
Mr. Ritson, Mr. A. K. Rhoden, Mrs, H. 
ir, W. J. Whitaker, and Mr. Wong He 
Chong, in cabin. 

Per. German steamer f/vhensollern, fiom Hong- 
kong via ports: G. W. Lay & party, Mr. T. 
Ch. Asahina, Mr. Z. Hidalea, and Mr. 
in cobing Mr. H. Hewett, Mr. F 
Bongull, and Mr. Nagamura, in second class, 2 
Indians and 1 Chinese In third class, and 29 Chi 
nese on deck. 

Per American steamer City of Rio dé Janeiro, 
from Hongkong via ports :—For Sau Fran 

















—Mr 














.W. H. Abercrombie, Mr. Jas. M. William, 
Lieut, Kail Bohr R.D.N., Mrs. C. G, Calkins, 
Lieut, L. Sanders R.N., and Mr, M. Mittog, iv 
cabin. Mrs. S C. Paine, Master S. Morgan an 

servant, Me. and Mes, Komor infant and amah, 
Mr. W.G. Bayne, Miss Fanny Eldridge, Me. H. 
M. Bevis and sewant, Mrs. H, M. Bevis, Miss 
Bevic, Mr. C. Gibbens, Mr. E. Eddison, Me F. 
A. Whistler, Miss Cynthia Packenham, Mrs, A. 
‘A. Price, Mr. H. Bassett, Mr. and airs. C.F, 
McWilliams, M 1 Mis. A. C. Read, Miss L. 
Thomas, Mr. A, M. Chalmers, Mr. E. C, Davis, 
Mr. W.'T.Showler, Mrs. A. M, Chalmers, and 
Mc. V.E Abraham, in cabil 





















‘jvom San Francisco 





Per British steamer Dori 
via Honolulu :—Mr. J- J. Leivia, Mr. 
and Mis. C. W. Hewitt, Mr. and Mis, Funakoshi 








infant and nurse, Col. Tamura, Me. Tanaka, Mr. 








C. Beckford, Mr. R, A. Studd, and Mr. G. M. 
Fisher, in cabin, For Kobe:—Mr. and Mrs. G. 
C. Cobb aud child, in cabin, For Nagasaki 








Dr. and Mis. H.C, Sherman and infant, in eal: 
For Sh C. E. Geddes, Dr. 
and Mis, J. E. Haclan and child, Me. Wm, Mar~ 
tin, Miss Sarah Martin, Mc, Aloyse Lamm, and 
Me. G. E.Sevey, in cabin. For Hongkong :— 
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Denyes, Mr. and Mrs. R 
Given, Mr, H. Burnett, Mes. Jennie Ray, Miss E 
Raymond, Mr. A. Imhofh, and Mr, J. T. Hawker, 
in cabi 


















CARGOES. 
Per British steamer Rosetta, for Hongkong 
ports:—Raw Silk for Europe, 332 bales; Waste 
Silk for Europe, 110 bales. 





‘The following are the Silk shippers per P.M. 
SS. City of Rio de Faneiro, which sails for San 
Francisco, to day, the 18th Jan 





O. Reimers & Co. 
Vivan " 
Bavier & Co. 

Middleton & So 
The Mitsui Bussan Kwaisha 
‘The Kiito Shokwat 
The Doshinsta ... 











Total. ae + 


Pr American steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, 
for San Francisco t— 











THA. 
F Fagsiennees horas 
Shanghai 11645 1654 
Hyogo .. poe 
Yokohama 161 
Hongkong ag 
Vota! 1,850 

2 MARITORD, tetas 

Shanghai =| 464 
Hongkong = ase 
Votconama . = saa 
Votal — 1462 








LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
+ 

IMPORTS 
A iew sales of grey shistings have been effected 
t former sates and there hits been'a fair business 
in yains and Italian cloths, There are several 
Neavy shipments of Bombay raw cotton afloat and 
quotations have dropped by about one dollar per 

piculs. 
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32 inches 


7-75 t0 9.90 
0.75 to 1.00 


1.50 to 9.70 
1750 2.10 
2.40 to 2.70 


300 to 3.50 
aK TARDY 


0.30 to 0.32) 
0.25 10 0.27) 
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Mrenidents, 5 0.00 10 075 


0.50 to 9.85 
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4300 

43.00 

48.00 

"50 

Nos, a) a ates 
Nos. 2'80, Plain 75-0010 77.00 
Nos. 2/100, Plain {99:00 to 100.00 
Nos. 2/00, Gassed S Ja'eoto 79 00 


Nos. 2,80, Gassed 
Nos, 2/100, Gassed 
. RAW COTTON. 
American Middling 
Indian roach. 
Chinese... 


89.00 to 95.00 
112,00 to 124.00 


PAR ricuLe 








75 beng 

18 00 to 18.75, 
» 20-00 to 20¢ 
METALS. 
Vey litle new business has been transacted and 
recent arrivals have caused an accumulation of 
stock in some lines. 
Rowad and square 4 inch. and upward.4.15 lo. 4.60 
tron Plates, assor 4.20 to 
Sheet lron 
Galvanized Iron sheet 
Nails, ansorted .. 
Vlates, per box 
Pig lean, He. 3 
Hoop Iron (§ to 1} inch). 

KMROSHNE, 


‘The market is decidedly dull and with a t 
dency to rise owing to intelligence received that the 
ship Alexander Gibson, due here with 75,000cases of 
Chester oil from New York, has met with « casualty 
at Sydney and part of het cargo is damaged and 
will be sold at that port, During last month the 
lolal quantity of kerosene dispatched to the interior 
from Yokohama amounted to 284,364 cases. [tis 
stated in native papers that Sumatra oil will short 
ly be imported here in butk instead of case. 


$2.04 to 2.10 
200 to 2.19 


+496 































wanfoo, and 7,000 piculs of Manila, at cu 
sates. Arrivals since the Ist inst, comprise about 
33,800 piculs Manila and 8,000 piculs China, 
White refined isin good demand at slightly hard- 
ening prices. 











Brown Takao ' se er wee 
Brown Manila Moises 
Brown Daitong 3.9010 4.15 
Hrown Canton, 4.00 to 4.50 
White Java and Penang 8.50 to 7.00 
White Refined 7.30 to 8.90 

EXPORTS. 

RAW SILK. 





jallen off somewhat and the 
the week amounts only to 
some 1,285 boxes at. very firm, and in some in- 
stances, higher prices. Stock amounts to 13,167 
ments have been 544 bales for Ame 
tiea per City of Rio de Faneiro, and 332 bales for 
Europe per Rosetta. 
quorations. 
Filatures—Itxtra grt, so/sa den 
Filatures—Hxtra 13/15, 14/16 de 
Filatures—No. 1) 19/15 deniers 
Filatures—=No. t, e3/95, valine 
oft4 deniers 














.. Nominal 
‘+8930 to 40 
920 to g30, 
880 to 890 
900 to 510 
850 0 B60 
850 to 860 
820 to 830, 
890 to goo 
820 to 830 
800 to 810 
780 to 760 




















Re-reels—No. 
Re-reels—No. 


840 to 850 
820 to 830 
We to 800 
. te 
Kawedas—No. Pree ee, 


The macket is quiet and prices fim. Stock 
amounts to 11,365 boxes. The Rosetta took 110 
bales for Europe. 


QUOTATIONS, 
Filatuce, Best 
Filature, Good 






100 to 
goto 
70 to 
65 to 
115 to 
100 to 
goto 
60 to 
55 to 
93 to 










Bs to 
a5 to 
. 20 to 234 





is0—Joshu, Good 
—Bushu, Faie 
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TEA. 

A few transactions, amounting 10 about 53,000 
catties, have taken place duing the week, and 
stocks have been brought down to 163,000 calties, 
alloflow grade, The only shipments have heen 
160 packages per City of Riode Faneiro and 250 
packages per Mogul, for the Uniied States. 


QuoraTions. 











Common ., 


EXCHANGE. 


Silver } higher from London and China sterling 
rates } to 2 higher than yesterday, but the changes 
have been very slight locally. To-motrow being 
c s day will be observed by the 
asa holiday, 


Sterling—Bank T.1 
— — Bills on dem 
- — 4 months’ 

Private 4 month 












Ou Germany—Bank sight 
— = Private 4 months’ 
Har Silver (London) 





NOT SO FAR AWAY 
IN CHICAGO U. S 


IS THE 
Greatest Mail Order House in the World. § 


MONTGOMERY WARD & COMPANY, 
11110120 Michigan Ave. 
WHO ISSUE SEMI-ANNUALLY THE NOST COM> 
PREHENSIVE 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 


AND 
BUYERS’ GUIDE. 


{860711 fnener), 14,000 Athos. 

davie quotitions, and Twenty 
to distinetive lines 
DISE, viz: F 





ines 


8, 
HARDWARE, CARPETS, DRI 
PAPER, and BARBERS’ SUPPLIES, 
of thgse publications will be sent 

reign 





ai 

jand Hook ra 
fund in your request, tnduoy yout 
Dalgabors, friends and relatives to do so, and ears 
Beitr hinitions fectities for filing orders expe 
Sidoualy at minimum pricos. 


Goods Guaranteed as Represented or Money Refunded, 


Montgomery Ward & Co., 
CHICAGO, U.S. A; 
111 to 120 MICHICAN AVENUE. 








CARD. . 
REGINALD H. MARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 
JS prepared to exeeute orders for AUSTRA- 
LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, LEATHER, 
and BONES. 5 
Address : 


Care of Japangse Coxsuxate, 
98, Queen Street, Melbourne, 
Australia, 


December 18th, 1897. 


Digitized by Gox« Sle 


Lovely Skin iu 
Luxuriant Hair : 


‘The clearest skin, free from pimple, spot, or blemish, the softest, whitest hands, 
shapely nails, and Iuxuriant, lustrous hair with clean, wholesome scalp, are pro- 
duced by Cuticuxa Soar, the most effective skin purifying and beautifying soap 
in the world, as well as purest and sweetest for toilet, bath, and nursery. ‘The only 
preventive of pimples, blotches, rod, rough, and oily skin, red, rough hands with 
shapeless nails, and baby blemishes, because the only preventive of the cause, viz.: 
inflammation and clogging of the Porss. 


Sold throughout the world, British depots F, Newaeey & Som, 1, King Edwardst. London. Porram 
‘Duda An Guba, Cobr., Sale Prope, Boston, U. 8. A- "&B~ All About the Bkin,” & Grpage book, post fee ~ 
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MILKMAID 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
vefined sugar added. 

" Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 














purposes, 
A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


i The OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
Jomary ta tae, Nt 8b 


GRINDING MAGHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, tollet 
soap, perfumery, ‘and chemicals, 


MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


Address Messrs. C. ROHDE & Co,, 
YOKOHAMA. 













November 21st, 1896. Original from 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 











The Physician's Cure 
i for Gout, Rheumatic 
i and Gravel; the 


100 THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 
f safeetand most gens le 


DINNEFORD S Bisteaas 


The ‘Universal Remedy for ‘Acidity of the | ‘Stomach, Ohildren, Delicate Fe- 
‘Headache, Heart! ‘Indigestion, males, and the Sic 
3s Pitloas poeta iz Bracttions, nods of Pregnancy. 









September rgth, 1897. gm. 


Sold Throughout ‘the World. 
N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


EA & PERRINS’ 


OBSERVE THAT THE 
SIGNATURE 











18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE JNK 

DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 








OUTSIDE WRAPPER é 

of every Bottle of the ™ 

ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE g 

\ S 

Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 2 
Worcester ; s 

Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 3 
and Export Oilmen generally. ] > 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE, 2 








Trade Mark on every Casting. 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“ SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESRIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONI#S, BANDSTANDS, ARCADKS, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFKRENT REQUIREMENTS. 


MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 











TWO GOLD MEDAL! 
Illustrated CAT: ‘ALOGUES, Price 





LOUTTA EXHIBITION, 








i 





, and Estimates on application, 


(Jan. 22, 1898. 









-. WATERING 
> APPARATUS 


Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
wind Sireet Washers. 
Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘APparutus. 


j Gua-Metal, Comper, and Caste 
iron Cocks and Valves. 


| E- GUESNIER,E.C.P., 


and Cook Mnfr., 
| (Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
2 97, Rue des Taillandiers, 
| PARIS. . 
jc and Massage Appire 
| etcetera, 
‘Vayour Baths (Bershe syste) 


December 5, 1896. 





ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE.. 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural perfume 
made from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 
“AOLINE” PERFUME. “Most Rofroshing.” 


“AOLINE” Toler soar 
for the Complexion, 

“AQLINE” TOILET POWDER imparts 

Aelighitfal blooms to the complexion, 
“AOLINE” Sharia ETS. Delightful for Handker 

iets, Gloves, &e. 

“AOLIN Ee” ‘TOILET CREAM, Softening and 

beautifying for the complexion, 

Of all Chemists and Stores, 
J. & E. ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 
INVENTORS OF TH CELKORATED 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Scent.”—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor’ 


January rst, 1898. ty. 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these is. 



















3 ante service st the sick, with advic - int 

applicants. to whom | served “out 
quant ils, These are most useful to an 
plorer, mistakable purgative properti 
Ereate’ an’ undeniable effect upon the patient, whic 
them of their value," 







SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 











Cheapest for Beef Tea and Kitchen Uses. 
LIEBIG 


COMPANY’S EXTRACT. 


Always look for the BLUE SIGNATURE. 
There are many imitations which have 
not the same flavour and are not so 


et ly_manufactuifed, 
2. 








“lta geriaia cmedy for bad lege, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
HI ind eulously in 













Holloway Ve 
could ecdeed thelr wraiitudes and,in 
Butter, and horse feed poured inupoo 
spoonful of Oiratment was worth a f 
and the demand bec at that 
the small 

Sold by al 
World. 





ny q of peas, 
‘was obliged to lock up 
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roughout the 
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THE NEW TARIFF. 


GSEs of the “NEW “TARIFF, as passed 

by the Imperial Diet, can be obtained at 

this Office in pamphlet form. Price, 25 Cents. 
Yokohama, April 27th, 1897. 
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The Hapan Weekly Mai: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 





No. 5.] 


REGISTERED AT THE G,P.0. 
AOA NEWSPAPER, 


YOKOHAMA, JAN. 


29TH, 1898. 


Vor. X XIX. 
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The Japan Weekly Wail, 


“« FAISCH QUK DOIS: ADVIRNNE QUE POURRA!” 














NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the * JAPAN 
Warkey Mai? must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 

fates of good F 

Tt is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the Manat and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
addressed to the Boiron. 
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MARRIAGES. 

At Shanghai on the 15th January, 1898, at 
H.B.M's C ates Generals by George Jamie 
sou, Eiqn C.M.G, C General, and alter 
wards at the Us by the Rev. J.R 
Hykes, D.D., Acserr ‘Samira, eldest son of H 
Vincent Smith, South Yarra, Melbourne, to MARY 
SUTHERLAND MERRILKES, second daughter ol 
Alexander Grant Merritces, of the Statistical De- 
of LM. Customs, Shanghai. 
on the 15!h January, 1898, a1 
H.B.M2s Consulate-General, by George Jamie 
son, Fxg, C.M G,, Consul General and alterwaids 
at the Union Cl by the Rev. J.R. Hykes, 
DD., Wirusm Antaur Brapeey, of the 
late Jon Waldegiave Bradley, C. E. Clifton, 
England, to Anwia Leckix Mernices , third 
daughter of Alexander Grant, Mersilees, of the 
Statistical Department of IL M.Customs, Shanghai. 

DEATH. 


‘At No. 248, Bluff, on Thursday, the 27th Jan, 
Wituias Hewey Wacker, aged 18 years and 10 
months, The funeral will leave No. 248, Bluff, ov 
Friday, the 28h, : 
































SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Cost quotations at Nagasaki are steadily ad- 
vancing. 
Tur fire in the Yuba 
sili continues to barn. 








coal mine near Sapporo 








Tux period of mourning for. the death of the late 
Empress Dowager exp ed 0 on the rith inst, 








Prorassor Burton has gone to Takamatsu in 
connection with the construction of new Water 
Works. 
Two more French war-ships, the armoured 
crniseis Dawbanand Bruix, have been ordered 
to China 
Serious anti-semitic Sahn ae | (ced 
out in France Lani (ere Hn ea 








graceful scenes in the French Chamber, the 
military having to be called in to clear the 

lobbies. _— 

Tur Japanese cruiser Chitose was launched at 

the San Francisco Ship-building Yard on the 

22nd inst, 


Marq 1s Saico, Minister for the Navy, is under- 
going medical treatment in the Red Cross 
Hospital. 


Tuiety-Ninz new banks were opened in Japan 
in December last, with an aggregate capital of 
9.518,000 yeu. 


of the various 
‘okyo from the 


A convention of the commande 
Army Divisions is (o be held in’ 
14th proximo, 





A residence for the Crown Prince is to be erect- 
ed on the site of the ancient Akashi castle in 
Hyogo Prefecture. 


Tre construction of telephone lines between 
Hakodate, Otaru and Sapporo will be staried 
in the coming Spring. 


A RATHER severe earthquake was experienced 
in Nagoya and neighbouring districts on the 
morning of the 22nd ins 





A collision between a passenger train and a 
goods truck occurred on the O u railway on the 
24th. No one was | seriously hurt, 





T.LM. the Emperor and Empress have con 
tributed 500 yen toward the teliet of sufferers by 
the recent fire at Nemuro, Hokkaido, 





Emire Zora is to be tried on a charge of de- 
faming General Billot, Minister of War, in con- 
nection with the Dieyfus affair in France, 


In a gale on the 23rd inst, at Kagoshima eight 
fishing boats were wrecked and 14 men are 
missing and believed to have been drowned. 





Tuk plagué continu-s to give trouble at the 
port of Roka, Formosa, Phere were more than 
60 cases from November up to the 22nd inst. 


With this week's issue of the Zapan Weekly 
Ma:l is published the Index for the 28th 
volume, from July to December, 1897, inclusive. 


A TERRIBLE earthquake occurred on the 6th inst. 
in the island of Amboina, one of the Molucca 
group, by which 50 persons wete killed and 
200 injured, 
In connection with the Dreyfus case in France, 
Commandant Estethazy was to be tried by 
court martial on the charge of which Dreyfus 
was convicted. 








Tux Minister of Finance has issued for public 
subscription yen 10,807,350 of Government 
Five Per Cent. Bonds at the rate of yen 94.09 
per 100 yen face value. 


Tue report of the Yokohama Duck Co, for the 
second hall of last year shows a gross profit of 
102,562 yen. Adividend at the rate ot 10 per 
cent, per annum was declared, 


Goi coins exchanged from the 1st of October 
to the 2oth of January amounted to yen 17,736,- 
g70—yen 3.443.576 for silver yen, and yen 
14,290,394 for convertible notes. 


Prince Artsucawa presided at a meeting of the 
Japan Fine Auts Association helt on the 21st 
inst., at which (he selection of exhibits at the 
Paris Inteinational Exbibition of 1900, was 
discussed. 


in Miura, commander of the battle ship 





e bro ee who has been in bad health since hel 
jam rought the vessel from England to Vokoguls: 














being still unable to resume his duties, has been 
granted sick leave, and Capt. Shikano, of the 
Naniwa Kan, has been transferred to the Fujs. 


Tue days of departure of the P. & O. and M. 
M. Companies’ mail steamers from Yokohama 
have been changed from Sundays to Tuesdays 
for the former and Wednesdays for the latter. 














Tue crews commi: oned to bring home the 
Japanese cruisers Asamo and Tak -sago from 
England, left Yokohama by the N.Y.K. steamer 
Inaba Maru on the 22nd inst, There were 
over 270 men in all. 


Tue British Chancellor of the Exchequer 
as announced that Britain will keep pace with 
the additions to the fleets of other Powers and 
that an increase of sailors for the navy will be 
provided for. 





Tue Japanese cruiser Kasagi was lauached at 
Cramps’ Iron Works, Philadelphia, on the 2oth 
inst. The vessel is of 3,378 tons displacement, 
17,000 indicated horse-power, and has a speed 
of over 22 knots, 


Tux birthday of the German Emperor was cele- 
brated on the 27th inst, by @ reception” at tl 
Legation in Tokyo, and a dinner at the 
Club Germania in Yokohama, and was gener- 
ally observed as a holiday. 





Tue profits of the Hokkaido Coal-mining and 
Railway Company during the second half of last 
year are reported to amount to 806 000 yen. 
A dividend of 15 percent. per annum will be 
declared, and 69,000 yen will be carried forward. 





Tue commanders and officers of the Japanese 
men-ol-war Matsushima and Fuso are sow 
under examination before a Naval Court Mar- 
tial in Tokyo, in connection with the collision be- 
tween the two vessels which resulted in the 
sinking of the Fuse é 





Mr. Hiranuma Senzo and others of Yokohama 
have presented a petition to the Kanagawa Pre- 
fectural Office for a charter for the construction 
of an Electrical Railway to run from Taka- 
shima-cho Itchome, to Yoshida Bridge, Yoko- 
hama, 9/@ Takashima-cho and Bashamichi-dori. 








For several months there has been a complete 
staguancy in the Import maiket, 0 far, par- 
ticularly, as cotton goods have been concerned. 
But at last a move has been made and during 
the past week there has been quite arash for 
grey shirtings, and the yarn market has be n 
almost equally active, @ very fair quantity 
of business having been transacted at very 
firm rates, The despondency which ap- 
peared to exist in the import mark ¢ 
generally at the latter part of last year ap- 
pears to have been counteracted by a far 
more hopeful view of affairs and trade 
generally may be expected to luok up during 
the next few months, The metal trade 
and the kerosene business have so far not parti- 
cipated to any appreciable extent in the general 
improvement, but may be expected to take 
their share before long. In the former trade, 
already, there has been a big move in galvanized 
sheet iron, aud other branches will doubile 
benefit by the spurt inthe near future, A fair 
business has been done in sugar imports, and 
in some of the item» outside the ordinary staples, 
such as machinery and other manufactured 
goods, business has been brisk. In Exports, 
the silk business shows a steady advance at 
prices which, though in some cases showing a 
slight reduction, give exceptionally good re- 
turns to producers and dealers, while the small 
Stock of tea remaining is gradually being worked 
Stylo miéalis to the disadvantage of the sellers. 
Bxchange cloves, dine. 
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THE YOKOHAMA COMMUNITY. 
rarer: 

The London and China Express has the 
following, with reference to a letter which 
appears in the Morning Post from its 
special correspondent in Japan. 








Ic is an illenatured snail at the foreigner in the 
anew ports of Japan in general, and of the 
Englishmen in particular. Tt 
virtually says the Tokyo is a different 






heing from the foreigner in the Treaty Purt, This 
is most inexact. Tokyo has less of the lower 
classes and of the beach-comber element certainly, 
but to vitually insinuate that foreigners, except 
the Tokyo com received their education 
and mai ival in Japan is distinctly 
false, apart trom bad taste, A oajority of 
foreigners, whether they ga to Japan in the Diplo- 
matic, Consular, or official world, or in that of 
Banking or Commerce, are picked men, and to 
describe them as they are several time writ, in the 
Jeter before us, is untrue in substance and fact. 

We hesitate to accept the verdict of the 
London and China Express upon this sub- 
ject, but as we have not seen the original 
letter and know nothing of its contents, 
we are not in a position to form an inde- 
pendent judgment. It seems scarcely 
worth while to discuss a problem the 
solution of which depends, in some res- 
pects, on individual opinion. There can 
ot be the least question, we think—and, 
indeed, the statement has been repeated- 
ly made in these columns—that the fo- 
reign communities at the open ports in 
Japan are far above the average of their 
natiofals, ‘ A majority of them’’—to use 
the words of the London and China Ex- 
press, which are only an echo of our own 
often expressed opinion—are picked men ; 
that is to say, men distinguished by quali- 
ties of energy and enterprise which have 
prompted them to seek fortune tant 
lands under difficult circumstances. These 
are the men by whom the British empire 
has been made. It is not conceiv- 
able that a shrewd and observant writer, 





















as the special correspondent of the 
Morning Post has proved himself to 
be, could fall into’ any error on 


such a subject. 4Ve observe, indeed, that 
the editor of the Fapan Gazette refers to 
the Post's correspondent thus :— 

do not blame the corespondent. These 
things were told him in Tokyo probably by the 
Editor of that paper whose hatred of the Yoko 
hama foreigners is the best compliment he can 
pay them, 
Vulgar and malicious falsehoods of that 
kind are, indeed, the only things that 
besmirch Yokohama’s reputation, for they 
are a reflection at once on its intelligence 
and its impartiality. We are not con- 
cerned to defend ourselves against slanders 
obviously dictated by mean motives. 
What we doubt, however, is that the cor- 
respondent of the Morning Post can have 
made any reflection on the manners of the 
open-port communities. ‘That would be 
too silly, unless he referred to the manners 
of some of the local newspapers, which 
arecertainly miserable enough. He pro- 
bably spoke of the difference in the occu- 
pations and proclivities of the foreigners 
in Tokyo and those at the ports. Every- 
body knows that there is a difference 
The late Mr. Palgrave was the first to di 
cuss it publicly in 1883, and his comment 
was that the community of Tokyo com- 
prised a greater number of scientific 
experts of all kinds than could be found, 
so far as his experience went, in any other 
society of equal numerical size. Yoko- 
hama, on the other hand, contains chiefly 
merchants, bankers and men of business 
generally, whose interest naturally centres 


in their own concrete affairs rat than 
in the more or less abstract topés wry 














often engage attention in a place like 
Tokyo. It isa difference of kind; scarcely 
one of quality, and it does not constitute 
the smallest reproach to Yokohama or 
Kobe. One might as well-say that because 
classical subjects occupy a larger share. of 
attention at Oxford than at Westminster, 
the members of Parliament are intellectu- 
ally and ethically inferior to the denizens 
of the University. The truth is that if 
Yokohama were to be judged by journal- 
istic champions who consult their own 
sordid interests by pandering to ils vanity 
and passionately resenting the calmest 
analysis of its condition, Charles Dickens’ 
portrait of Mr. Hannibal Challop might at 
once be accepted as a photograph of the 
community’s mood. 





Since the above was in type, we have 
had an opportunity of reading the letter 
in the Aforning Post. We reproduce it 
elsewhere, The language of the writer 
does not appear to justify the criticisms 
of the London and China Express. 


The editor of the ¥apan Mail appears 
to be regarded as a veritible Bricereus by 
some of his local confrdres. They evidently 
imagine that he possesses an extraordinary 
power of throwing his arms about all 
litterateurs who visit Japan and drawing 
them within the sphere of his influence. 
A bad influence these journalists count it. 
Nearly all the writers who have discussed 
Japanese affairs, whether in the daily press, 
or in the magazines, or in the books of 
England, have found something to criticise 
and something to applaud. Why not, 
indeed ?. Nothing is wholly good or wholly 
bad under the sun. The Yokohama com- 
munity, we presume, does not claim to be 
any exception to the general rule. It has 
ils weak points, probably as patent to 
itself as to others, and it is not without 
the grace to be able to acknowledge 
them when they are indicated by im- 
partial observers. But our local con- 
fréres seem to be happily convinced that 
Yokohama is about as nearly perfect as 
anything human can be, and that the only 
person sulficiently prejudiced to discover 
a stain on its escutcheon is the editor of 
the ¥apan Mail. ‘Thus when any tourist 
ventures to criticise Yokohama, he is sup- 
posed to have fallen under the moral sway 
of the editor of the Afaz/, and similarly 
when any tourist sees something to praise 
in Japan, he is suspected of having de- 
rived inspiration from the same source, 
Of course our confréeres are unconscious of 
the c pliment that such comments pay 
to the influence of the editor of the Fapan 
Mail. They would probably be shocked 
to think that they, his perennial foes, had 
blown his trumpet so loudly, or made 
such niiive confession of their own im- 
puissance. Well, we should be glad 
to accept their mead of inad- 
vertent tribute, and = we are even 
wicked enough to admit that we should 
find a certain satisfaction in acknowledg- 
ing the justice of their estimate of their 
own pow But modesty and candour 
compel us to forego either pleasure. We 
are unfortunately without the Bricerean 
faculty attributed to us by our confréres, 
and when we observe the industry and 
perseverance with which they have dis- 
charged, through long years, their task of 
anti-Japanese censors, we cannot think 
that fate has condemned them to the in- 
significance under a sense of which they 
evidently labour a/s-a v#s the ¥apan Mail. 

















‘They may take comfort. Not always have 
wg ices ‘'shrilled in solitudes.” Now 


and then an echo becomes audible, especi- 
ally from what may be called the /nferno 
of the Fourth Estate, where the penny-a- 
liner and the sensationalist suffer the 
punishment ofcontempt. To pass, however, 
from generalities to particulars. One of 
the first writers in connection with whose 
hame our influence was supposed to have 
been exercised was Mr. Henry Norman. 
We should indeed be proud to claim any 
noteworthy part in a book which we re- 
gard as one of the most carefully compiled 
of all the works on Japan that have ema- 
nated from the press. But it was not on 
account of “The Real Japan” that we 
were arraigned. It was because of a 
letter sent by Mr. Norman to the syndi- 
cate of journals which he represented— 
the first letter of the series. In that 
letter some harsh criticisms of Yokohama 
were embodied, and the hand of the editor 
of the Afarl was at once traced, Well, 
the fact was that when Mr. Norman 
wrote that particular letter, he had not 
even made the acquaintance of the editor 
of the Yapan Mail! Another instance 
worth mentioning, perhaps, is that of 
Sir Edwin Arnold. He, too, was suppos- 
ed to have borrowed his particularly rosy 
spectacles from the editor of the Maz/. 
There was, however, one chapter of Sir 
Edwin’s book which met with the out. 
spoken approval of our confrdres: the 
chapter on Treaty Revision. ‘They called 
it an eminently fair statement of the case. 
Now that chapter was actually written by 
the editor of the Fagan Mail. In no other 
part of the book had he hand or part, ex- 
cept in the chapter relating to the Cha-no- 
yw ceremonials. Finally, we have the last 
letter sent from Tokyo by the special cor- 
respondent of the Morning Post. It is 
not avery terribleletter. It does not con- 
tain anything that need shock Yoko- 
hama’s susceptibilities, and we venture 
to say that tle community of the Settle- 
ment are vastly tickled at the storm 
it has excited in the columns of certain 
local journals, But because it reflects 
upon the tone of those journals, they have 
laboured to prove that it emanated from 
the editor of the A/ai?, whom one of them, 
with charming ingenuousness of business 
enterprise, describes as a “hater of the 
Yokohama community.” Where the J/orn- 
ing Post's correspondent obtained the 
views expressed in this letter we have not 
the remotest idea, but certainly he did not 
obtain them from the editor of the Fapan 
Mail, with whom he never held any com- 
munication whatever on such topics. Of 
course our confréres will not be one whit 
disconcerted at finding that they have com- 
mitted themselves to these foolishly false 
and reckless allegations. They will at all 
events have had the satisfaction of firing 
another shaft at the editor of the Japan 
Mail, who seems to be a very serious dis- 
turbance to their peace of mind. 














PASSING EVENTS. 





An Imperial Rescript was issued on the 
aist instant fixing March 15th as the day 
for the general elections for the House of 
Representatives. 


According to the Mich Nicha Shimbun, 
the President of the Kyoto Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. Hamaoka Kotetsu, has 
addressed to the Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, a letter asking for explicit 
information about a Note attached to the 
Revised Trealy with Germany. The Note 
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mercial or industrial companies, even 
though the latter own real estate. 
not apparent whether Mr. Hamaoka’s in- 
quiry is to be followed by a protest, in the 
event of the Minister’s answer being inthe 
affirmative, but we presume not. Public 
opinion in Japan at present is happily more 
enlightened than it was four years ago, 
when the cry about ‘“ foreign ownership 
of land” made itself so loudly heard. 
The general desire now is to have 
foreigners purchase shares in Japanese 
enterprises, and certainly that can not be 
effected if the shares allotted Lo foreigners 
are to be specially distinguished as carry- 
ing no title to a company’s real estate. 





The following officers have been nomi- 
nated by the Emperor to serve on the High 
Military Board which has just been organ- 
ized:—His Imperial Highness Prince 
Akihito, and their Excellencies Field Mar- 
shals Marquises Yamagata, Oyama and 
Saigo. 


The Constitution of Japan guarantees 
freedom of conscience within the limits 
permitted by law. Christianity is, of 
course, included in this liberty. Christian 
propagandists are allowed to preach and 
teach without let or hindrance, and con- 
gregalions of Christians can worship when 
and where they please. Yet there is no 
State recognition of Christianity. Official- 
dom exercises a certain amount of super- 
vision in the case of Buddhism and 
Shinto, but does not meddle with Chris- 
tianity at all. Some leaders of thought 
appear to be directing their attention to 
this subject with a view to the operation 
of the Revised Treaties. The questions 
they propound are, whether Christianity 
should be placed in the same rank with 
Buddhism and Shinto vis-a-vis the law; 
whether religious instruction should be 
permitted in primary schools, and whether 
Christians, or foreigners generally, should 
be allowed to conduct schools. As to the 
first question, we think the soundest 
solution would be to withdraw all official 
supervision from Buddhism and Shinto, 
and in that way to place Christianity on 
the same plane with them. Allexperience 
shows that nothing discredits a religion 
so fatally as judicial or administrative 
control of any kind. With regard, on 
the other hand, to Christian instruction in 
schools, and to the control of educational 
institutions by foreigners, the Constitution 
appears to be sufficiently explicit, especi- 
ally when combined with the Civil Code. 
The usual policy of civilized Governments 
now-a-days is to refrain from every kind 
of interference in these matters except 
where schools are wholly or partially 
supported by the State. The simple 
principle underlying such abstention isthat 
public funds, which represent the proceeds 
of taxes levied indiscriminately on men 
of all religious persuasions, can not, with 
any semblance of justice, be devoted to 
further the cause of any one particular 
persuasion. Beyond that there is nothing 
to be considered, unless, of course, an 
immoral form of creed is in question. If 
any section of the community professes 
Christianity, it would be simply an ex- 
ample of medieval intolerance to deprive 
its members of the privilege of having 
private schools of their own. The educa- 
tion of Japanese girls has fallen, to a 
certain extent, inte the bands of mission- 
aries, and against that fact some con- 
servatives may possibly gird. But the 
thing is inevitable under existing condi- 
tions. 
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WHE FRENCH REVISED TREAI¥ 
AND THE TARIFF. 
+ 


The Franco-Japanese Revised Treaty, 
bearing the ratification of the President, 
appears to have left Marseilles by the mail 
of the rgth instant, and may consequent- 
ly be expected to reach Japan at the end 
of February or the beginning of March. 
We may assume, thetefore, that the ex- 
change of ratifications will be effected in 
Tokyo before March r5th at latest. An 


Finterval of six months must then elapse 


before the new Tariff is put into opera- 
tion, but as it may be taken for granted 
that such a change would not be made in 
the middle of a month, we arrive finally at 
the conclusion that October Ist will be the 
date from which the new rates willbe levied. 
That calculation may, of course, be vitiat- 
ed by the Austro-Hungarian Treaty’s 
failure to pass the two Diets. We have 
already explained, however, that, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the Austro-Hun- 
garian Treaty, the Tariff attached to it 
becomes applicable one month after the 
exchange of ratifications, so that if the 
Treaty receives ratification in Europe and 
reaches Japan at any time before, say, 
August 25th, it need not prove an obstacle 
to the operation of the new Tariff on 
October Ist. An interval of nearly seven 
months remains before August 25th, and 
it will be strange if the Treaty can not 
find its way through the Reichstag and 
Reichsrath and get out to Japan in that 
time. 








+ ie 

The news that Germany has opened, or 
is about to open, Kiao-chou tothe world’s 
commerce will not surprise our readers; 
in view of the comments that appeared in 
these columns at the time of the occupa- 
tion of the place. We explained that 
although Germany might reserve Kiao- 
chou practically for her own use alone if 
she contemplated making a mere naval 
station of it, she could not employ it for 
commercial purposes without rendering 
it accessible to all nations, since the most- 
favoured-uation clause in China’s treaties 
forbids the latter to create any commercial 
or industrial privilege in ihe interests 
of one of the Treaty Powers to the 
exclusion of the rest, An absolute ces- 
sion of territory does not, of course, 
fall within the range af the rule, and 
we presume that had Germany been so 
minded, she might have insisted on regard- 
ing Kiao-chou as an addition to her colo- 
nial possessions, though she holds it 
under lease only. But she has evidently 
preferred not to adopt that line, and it 
must be confessed that her choice goes 
far to soften the aspect of her procedure 
towards China. Whatever excuse for 
violent methods may be furnished by 
the futility of any other line of action 
where Peking is the vis-a-vis, there is 
something shocking in the idea of a 
great European Power's laying arm- 
ed hands on the territory of a friendly 
Stale without warning of any kind in 
time of peace, and had Germany treated 
as an addition to her own empire the 
territory thus seized, she would have 
established a very ugly record. But by 
converting it into a commercial port for 
the use of all the world, she virtually 
establishes another foreign settlement in 
China, thereby conferring a distinct bene- 
fit on the latter. We are aware, of course, 
that such a line of argument smacks of 


special pleading. Hongkong, it may be 
urged, is open to the trade of all the world, 
but is nevertheless British territory, and 
Kiao-chou will be a German Hongkong. 
That view does not appear entirely just, 
however. We presume that Germany 
intends to treat Kiao-chou just like a 
foreign settlement; that there will be a 
branch of the Imperial Customs there to 
collect duties on the trade; that the 
Chinese living in or frequenting the place 
will be under native jurisdiction, and that 
the foreign residents will have their own 
Consular Courts. If that be so, the con- 
ditions will differ very greatly from those 








existing in Hongkong, and it is hard to 
see how any other arrangements could be 
conveniently made. If will be very in- 
teresting to observe what kind of pro- 
gramme Germany adopts, for the condi- 
tions are quite novel. 





SUPERFICIES AGAIN. 
—_+ 

A few days ago, a writer signing bimself 
“Scotus” propounded, in the columns of a 
local contemporary, various questions with re- 
gard to the ew Japanese Civil Code, and the 
tights that foreigners will acquire under it after 
the Revised Treaties go into operation, The 
questions ate addressed to Dr. Lénholm, but 
as he has not replied—in truth no reply is 
necessary in view of the very full explanations 
already published in these columus—, we ven- 
ture to submit one or two points for the consi- 
deration of “Scotus.” His line of argument is 
that the cights secured by the British Treaty to 








—=|Her Majesty's subjects are the owning, hiring, 


and occupying of houses, manufactories, wate- 
houses, shops and premises, and the leasing of- 
land for residential and commercial p 
among which rights he fails to see how 
ficies” can be included, “ superficies 
merely permission to use land for a particular 
purpose, which permission is nota lease but a 








licence, This is a question of terminology, a 
very captions question at that, we venture to 
think, which would never be allowed to have 
weight in international deliberations, and which 
the Japanese Government is uot the least likely 
to raise, The plain, common-sense interpreta- 
tion of the British ‘Treaty is that it secures for 
her Majesiy’s subjects the right of acquiring 
tenure of land in any manner provided by 
Japanese law, ownership and emphyteusis ex- 
Cepted. “ Superficies” is one of the modes 
of land tenuré thus provided, and “ superficies ” 
is specially designed to meet the case explicitly 
indicated in the Treaty, namely, the ownership 
of houses, manufactories &c. standing, or to be 
erected, on the land which is the object of the 
“superficies.” ‘Thus, even though the British 
Treaty were the sole exponent of foreigners’ 
privileges in Tapan, there would. be no practical 
ambiguity, The British Treaty is not the gole 
exponent, however. There is also the German 
Treaty, which, having heen negotiated when the 
revised Code had become accessible, was sup- 
plemented by a note declaring, in unequivocal 
terms, that the right of superficies under the 
Code is to be enjoyed by German subjects for 
the purposes mentioned in the body of the 
Treat Nothing could be more completely 
beyond the range of doubt or query. 

“Scotus” further says:—'* What law pro- 
hibits the ownership of real estate in Japan by 
foreigners?" So far as we know, there is only 
one law—Government Notification No. 18 of 
January, 1873. The eleventh Article of the 
Notification runs thus :— 

No transactions whatever shall take place in the natura 
of selling land» or even the tide-deeds of land, to fereign- 
ers: or of morteaging or pledging land to. them. or of 


receiving of borrowing money from them in ccnnexion 
with land. 


That isdefinite enough, We do not know that 
it has ever been supplemented, and certainly it 
has not been rescinded. 
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THE SITUATION IN THE FAR 
EAST. 
riers 

T is unfortunate for the interests of 

peace and international friendship that 
the business of constructing and des- 
patching telegraphic items of intelligence 
nformation should be, for the 
most part, in the hands of men who, not 
troubling themselves much about the rules 
of inter-State procedure or the methods 
of legitimate diplomacy, do not pause lo 
discriminate between possible facts and 
palpable fictions. We, at this end of the 
world, are experiencing the effects of that 
regrettable feature with special acuteness 
at the present moment, for truly if we 
believed all the stories sent across the 
wires by Reuter’s folks during the past 
fortnight, we should be compelled to con- 
clude that a condition of exceedingly 
strained relations—to use the mildest 
term—exists between Great Britain and 
Russia, and that Germany and France are 
supporting the latter against the former. 
Speaking broadly, the situation, as pre- 
sented by the telegrams received in Tokyo 
on the 2tst instant, was that the Chancel- 
lor of H.B.M.’s Exchequer had disavowed 
on behalf of the British Government any 
desire for territorial acquisitions in China, 
and had declared that Great Britain’s sole 
object being to keep the tradal routes and 
markets of the Far East open to the 
whole world, Her Majesty's Ministers 
were determined, even at the cost of war, 
to pursue and consummate that policy. As 
to the fact that Sic MICHAEL Hicks-BEACH 
actually used the language thus telegraphi- 
cally attributed to him, there could be no 
reasonable doubt. His speech at Swansea 
having been re-produced verbatim by the 
leading London Journals, Reuter’s agent 
had only to epitomise its important pas- 
sages and codify the result. Yet on the 
very same day the very same agent—or 
presumably the very same agent—forward- 
ed asecond telegram from London, con- 
taining intelligence that the British Mini- 
ster in Peking had informed the Chinese 
Government of Great Britain’s willingness 
to make a loan to China on condition, first 
that three new ports, including Talien, 
should be opened to foreign trade ; second- 
ly, that permission should be given to ex- 
tend the Burmah Railway through Yunnan; 
and thirdly that “every other Power 
should be alienated from the Yangtze 
Valley.” Now while the first two of these 
conditions are perfectly reasonable and 
consistent with Great Britain’s general 
attitude, the third is obviously irreconcila- 
ble with the policy publicly announced by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer speaking 
Swansea on the very day before 
Reuter’s agent prepared the above sum- 
mary of the British proposals to Peking. 
Any exercise of judgment, however slight, 
have showed the agent that a 
Government which had openly disavowed 
all exclusive motives and emphatically 
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limited itself to a policy of equal privileges 
for all, could not have proposed, with the 
same breath that a reversionary title to 
the Valley of the Yangtze should be 
secured to Great Britain. It is conceivable 
of course, that Reuter’s agent never sent 
any such message, and that the blunder 
arose in expanding the telegram at this 
end. England may have asked, very pro- 
bably did ask, that China should pledge 
herself not to transfer to a foreign Power 
any part of the regions forming the Valley 
of the Yangtze. The point is not of prime 
importance, for since the danger of serious 
misconception is averted by the langu- 
age of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, we able to be sure 
that, with the exception of the proposal 
relating to the Burmah Railway, England 
has not sought any concession the benefits 
of which would not be accessible to all 
nations equally. Still the obvious contra- 
diction between the alleged condition and 
the declared policy of the British Govern- 
ment, might surely have occurred to 
Reuter’s agent. We may note incident- 
ally, with regard to the extension of the 
Burmah Railway, that it can not properly 
be called an exclusive privilege, since it 
merely signifies the opening of a new line 
of communications between the Chinese 
empire and southern Asia. Observe, 
now, the next telegram sent by Reuter’s 


agent :— 
Ir ts stated that Russia has threatened reprisals 
if Talien be opened to commerce. 


The agent guards himself, in this case, by 
recourse Lo the formula “it is stated,” but 
is it possible to conceive greater want of 
discrimination than the despatch of such 
intelligence suggests? Russia is repre- 
sented as threatening reprisals if China, 
at the request of the British Government, 
opens a new port to the world’s trade! 
Under the shadow of what pretext could 
Russia assume such a position? She has 
no title of any kind to Talien, nor any right, 
even if she had an inclination, to stand in 
the way of China’s commercial develop- 
The threat attributed 
would amount to an open defiance of 
England, and to an exposé of designs the 
present concealment of which—supposing 
that she harbours them—is essential to 
their achievement. Russia has not for- 
mulated any such threat. That may be 
confidently assumed, and Reuter’s Agent 
showed himself to be a_ sensationalist 
rather than a intelli- 
gence when he used the wires to transmit 
astory soincredible. However, his crown- 
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sober collector of 


ing escapade is his last :— 
London, Jan. 2. 
Ivis officially announced fom St, Petersburg 
that the British men-of-war have received orders 
to quit Port Arthur immediately. It is understood 
Uhat this course was taken in consequence of re 
presentations on the part of Russia. 


This message admits, apparently, of two 
interpretations ; first, that HER BRITANNIC 
Majesty's Government, in deference to 
representations from St. Petersburg, issued 
orders for the. withdrawal of British ships- 
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of-war from Port Arthur; secondly, that 
the Chinese Government, at Russia's in- 
stigation, called upon HER Majesty's Mi 
stry to issue an order in that sense. The 
second hypothesis is wholly untenable: it is, 
in fact, absurd, China is notin a position to 
prefer such a demand and is precluded by 
If she places a 





treaty from preferring it. 
port'at the convenience of Russian ships, 
it becomes, de facto, accessible to British 
ships also. As for the first supposition, 
namely, that certain movements of British 
ships have been made in deference to 
Russian representations, it is not, on the 
face of it, inconceivable, but under the 
particular circumstances of the case in 
question, it altogether over-taxes our 
credulity. No one of the Treaty Powers 
is entitled to obtain from China an ex- 
clusive concession in the shape of the use 
of a harbour ; and if Russia, having sent a 
squadron of her own to Port Arthur, then 
called upon Great Britain not to let her flag 
be seen in the harbour, she would be offer- 
ing a deliberate affront to England and 
exposing herself to a painful rebuff. The 
whole story is obviously a canard, and if 
Reuter’s agent had any judgment what- 
ever he would not help to ventilate such 
silliness. 

Are we lo assume, then, that nothing 
has happened; that all this smoke is en- 
tirely without fire? Scarcely. The latest 
telegram probably contains the key to the 
puzzle:— 





London, Nov. 2: 

Iv is officially explained tat the’ visit to, a 
departure from, Port Acthur of tl 
ising move 











ships, were merely ord 

This can hardly be made out of whole 
cloth, seeing that it comes from London, 
and that Reuter’s agent must have had 





some journalistic declaration, at any rate, 
before him when he wired. If Parliament 
were sitting it would be easy to conceive 
that a question had been put in the House, 
and that Mr. CuRZON had replied in the 
sense of the telegram, But Parliament is 
not sitting, and we must fall back on the 
hypothesis of a paragraph in The Times, 
avowedly on official authority. Beyond 
that we can be quite sure that no official 
announcement of any kind has been made. 


The question then arises, was the 
announcement due, in any sense, to 
consideration for Russian  suscepti- 


bilities. Did it appear to the Govern- 
ments in St. Petersburg and London 
that such an explanation would usefully 


serve the interests of peace by cor- 
recting any Russian misconception about 
the action of the British ships ? 


Itis very difficult indeed to believe any- 
thing of the kind. Of course, when we 
remember that negotiations are going on 
in Peking, and that Russia and France 
are combining to thwart England’s pro- 
gramme there, we have to be cautious 
about dismissing suppositions which, 
under ordinary circumstances, would be 
untenable. Still, for our own part, we 
find an almost insuperable difficulty in 
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imagining that any public explanation of 
the movements of British ships has been 
given in answer to Russian inquiries, or 
out of deference to Russian susceptibili- 
ties. A very different explanation present 
itself'to us. It is this. The Russian 
press, on receipt of the news that the 
British ships had left Port Arthur, publish- 
ed some statements of the nature embo- 
died in Reuter’s telegram of January 
24th, namely, that the movement had 
been ordered owing to Russian repre- 
sentations, This fact having been wired 
to London, Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment addressed a communique to The 
Times in the sense of Reuter’s telegram of 
the 25th, namely, that the comings and 
goings of H.M.’s ships had been merely 
ordinary cruising movements; in other 
words, had been controlled by the naval 
officer in command on the station and not 
in any respect influenced by inter-State 
representations. That appears to us to be 
the only reasonable view of the case. It 
is absolutely certain that not a British ship 
has been moved a cable's length in 
obedience to the interference of a foreign 
Power, and it is almost absolutely certain 
that no explanation of the movements of 
British ships has been given in deference 
to the wishes or susceptibilities of a 
foreign nation, The pity of all this is that it 
tends to create a false impression ; tends 
to suggest a strained, if not an actually 
perilous situation, whereas in truth no 
elements of danger are apparent. The 
tendency is distinctly in the direction of 
an amicable settlement. 








FOKOHAMA LITERARY SOCIET FP. 
+—_—_ 

There was a full attendance on Friday even- 
ing at the Yokohama Literary Society’s meeting 
at Van Schaick Hall and a very pleasant 
evening’s entertainment was provided for the 
members and their friends. The pitce de re- 
sistance of the programme was an interesting 
paper read by Mr. A, M. Gale on “ London: 
its Slums, Beggars and Poor,” in which the 
writer showed himself well acquainted with the 
lights and shades of life in the great metro- 
polis. A vocal quartette, “ Our Light Afflic- 
tions,” was capitally rendered by Madame 
Henckler (soprano), Mrs, Bagnall (contralo), 
Mr. Damell (teaor), and Mr. Gale (bass), 
with piano and organ accompaniments by Mrs. 
Doering and Mr. C, I. Fraser. Mr. Kohn 
contributed a very artistically executed piano 
solo, an Andanie by Beethoven, and Madame 
Henckler sang a charming German song, 
“Ton der Reiner,” (Lowe). A short original 
The Song of the Cynic,” by Mr. C.H. 
who was unable to appear personally, 
was read by Mr. Dearing, and another original 
poem, “The Night brings ont the Stars "— 
instinct with deep poetic feeling and happy 
expression—was read by Mrs. Dearing. Mr, 
Gale sang “ David, the Shepherd Boy,” in good 
siyle and the evening’s entertainment was 
brought to a close with a piano solo by Mrs. 
Doering, the Midnight Barcarrote,” by Jerome 
Hopkins, which, it is needless to say, was most 
artistically and expressively interpreted by the 
talented pianiste. The President announced 
during the proceedings that he hoped to he able 
al the next meeting of the Society to arrange for 
paper to be read by Mr, Fra: 
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“WHITE ASTER. *® 

——_+ 

Our conception of Japanese poetry, as derived 
from the translations of Mr, B. H. Chamberlain 
and Mr M. E. Aston—truly we can not con- 
ecientiously include Mr. Dickens in this group 
of sinologues, his muse's wings are so clogged 
with dry dust—may be summed up in the 
word “ditty.” We use “ ditty,” in its old sense, 
that of a fugitive fancy, perhaps a mere conceit 
of ‘thought, perhaps a passing emotion, caught 
ina little net of neat diction, and deriving much 
of its attractiveness from the delicacy of the 
verbal meshes that imprison it, One can 
scarcely imagine the stirring of any profound 
passion or magnificent impulse by a Japanese 
verse. It gives us a transient glimpse of the 
poet’s mood, and touches only the harmonics 
of feeling, without setting up any vibration in 
the great chords that thrill through the tragedies 
and triumphs of existence. Something of this 
meagreness of imagination is due, doubtless, to 
the language. Japanese poets found them- 
selves, for many generations, in much the same 
i lemned to com- 
Latin or Greek. ‘The difficulty 
anipulating the medium of expression fatal- 
peded freedom of fancy, and successes of 
diction came to be even more esteemed than 
nobility of idea, Versifying fell to the rank of 
& polite accomplishment, a test of education 
rather than of genius, and tricks of form did 
duty for originality of conception. Japanese 















poetry, in our opinion, must be classed with 
Japanese music. Each is an art acquired 
essentially by mechanical practice and making 
no appreciable demand upon inspiration, From 
an Occidental point of view the natural sequence 
of things is frequently reversed in Japan, and 
it is not altogether surprising to find that the 
same rule holds with regard to the genesis of 
the poet: we must say of him #/ non nasctiur, 
During the past twenty years, however, a new 
impulse has been felt in the world of Japanese 
poetry; an impulse evidently derived from 
studying the works of European and American 
poets. It has come to be appreciated that 
poetry should have its origin in the heart, not 
in the lexicon, and some of Japan’s modern 
Uterateurs have éndeavoured <0 raise the noble 
art from its old level of jingle and vapidity. It 
would be flattery to say that they have succeed- 
ed. Poetry, like music und painting, is in 
great part a product of the time, The feelings 
that it appeals to must exist, in embryo at all 
events, There could not be a Tennyson in 
Japan at present. His genius would be chilled 
by popular indifference, That admission, how- 
ever, carries with it an implied tribute to the 
courage and enterprise of scholars like Mori, 
Toyama, Inouye, Ochiai and so forth, who have 
set themselves to sing in almost.waste places, 
Among their works there is one called “ The 
Lay of the Pious Maiden White Aster,” an 
epic of Chinese origin which has been rendered 
into Japanese by Inouye Tetsujiro and by Ochi 
ai Naobumi, and is now before usin an English 
dress. Dr. Florenz, whose work a8 a sinologue 
has as been large in proportion to his oppor- 
tunities, rendered ‘ White Aster” in Gerinan, 
in the first place,and Dr. Lloyd, who has made 
an enduring mark by bis admirable inter- 
pretations of Buddhism, followed with an 
English translation, the two publications being 

















separated by an interval of two years. We 
learn from the preface that Dr. Florenz 
confined himself to the epic of Inouye. He 


examined that of Ochiai also. but finding Ino. 
uye’s “richer in delicate shades of thonght,” 
based his translation on it solely, We ourselves 
have not had an opportunity of examining the 
work of either scholar. Our acquaintance with 
“White Aster” is derived solely from Dr. 
Lloyd's English version, which is presumably 
an accurate rendering of the German, Thirty 
years ago, a conplet known by the same name 
had an immense vogue in Japan :— 

Tsuyu wo dani 

Its Yamato no 








Ominayeshi 
Furu America ni 
Sode wo nurasaji, 


Pia an almost uncranslatable couples 








meaning is that the tender blossom of Japan 
which shinks even from the touch of the dew, 
will never turn ils face to the rain of America. 
A betier illustration of the difference between 
the new and the old could scarcely be found 
than by comparing this verselet with the lengthy 
epic of Inouye Tetsujiro. The five lines we 
lave quoted were evidently suggested by the 
fact that the first two syllables of ‘‘ America” 
make (he Japanese word for “rain” (ame). 
Around that central idea the patriotic poetaster 
built up his verselet, and it is to the paltry 
conceit “furs Ame (the falling rain) that 
the poem owes its chief charm in Japanese 
eyes. Dr, Inouye Tetsujiro’s epic is q 
free from such poor puns. It is a frank 
allempt lo tune a sad story to the music of 
nature's moods. ‘* White Aster’s” father is one 
of the ill-fated Samurai who, espousing the 
cause of the rebel Saigo Takamori, lost every- 
(hing butlife. The fair girl lives in great misery 
with her mother, whose anxiety on account of 
her husband gradually breaks her heart. White 
Aster is restored to her father only to be 
separated from him again: He goes hunting 
in the hills, and remaining absent day after day, 
is sought by his daughter. In her wanderings 
“ White Aster,” finds a rustic shrine, tended bya 
priest who proves to be her brother, a repentant 
roué. She is subsequently rescued by him from 
the hands of bandits, and then, again, separated 
from him, after which she finds refuge with an 
old farmer, and is sought in marriage by the 
Governor of the prefecture. But “ White 
Aster” knows that her mother had destined her 
for her supposed brother, to whom, in truth, she 
is not related, and seeing no way to observe 
her mother's behest without bringing trouble 
upon the farmer, her benefactor, she at- 
tempts to commit suicide; is rescued. by her 
brother, who comes upon the scene at exactly 
the right moment, and the two then set off for 
their old home where, to their unbounded de- 
light, they find their father waiting, month after 
month, in the hope of seeing them return, We 
are not told what becomes ‘of ‘White Aster.” 
The poem ends with her father’s relation of the 
manner of his rescue from a trackless gorge. 
He had given himself up for lost when @ troop 
of monkeys taught him how to extricate him- 
self, and he describes the inference drawn by 
him from the incident :— 

Then came the thought that no blind chance had 

brought 

‘The monkey troup, and that my strange escape, 

Was caused by gratitude , for once it fell, 

In wintertime, that as I hunted in the hills 

‘Amongst the snow, a female monkey sat 

Holding her babe, beneath a tree. I raised 

My gun and aimed to shoot at her, but she 

Began to cry, with such a human voice, 

Praying for mercy, that my lifted gua 

Sank harmless by my side, | spared her life; 

And she, in turn, seeing my sorry plight, 

Cried to me from the rocks, and showed the way 

‘To fiee from certain death, The silly beast 

Knows how to show its gratitude, and shames 

Many a thankless man, For ol! how few, 
In these degenerate days, remain ta show 
‘True Faith and Honour, and unselfishly 
‘To cling to duty! I alas! have fought 

A rebel gainst my rightful lord and king, 

Unmindful of my troth, and with black hands, 

Wasted my fatherland. Such men as I, 

Unfaithful and ungeatefuls stand below 

‘The lower beasts, Ah! when I recollect 

All my base acts, my grieving heart is pierced 

With pangs of penitence. Your soul alone 

White Aster, still remains untouched and pure, 

Only through you does my race still retain 

Its costly gem of child like faithfulness. 

Wither the flowers in the garden all, 

‘The flower of thy heart shall wither ne’er.”” 
This extract gives a fair idea of the style and 
quality of the poem. The incidents are com- 
mon-place ; the ideas never rise to any heights 
of inspiration ; the narrative changes with ex- 
asperating fickleness fiom present to past and 
back again. Yet there breathes though the 
whole a spirit of piety and faithful love, and 
the poet’s tender affection for nature enables 
him to weave her phenomena into the web of 
his tale with very admirable skill. When that 
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is said, however, there remains little to add. 
“White Aster,” were it presented to the world 
as a German or English epic, would attract no 
attention, The public would recognise some 
scholarship in the diction and some tenderness 
in the thoughts, but would fail to discover the 
divine afflatus anywhere. It would scarcely be 
worth the while of men like Dr. Florenz and 
Dr. Lloyd to devote their labour to the inter: 
pretation of such epics were poetry alone in 
question, But as guides to a knowledge of 
Japanese character these translations deserve 
grateful recognition, We add some verses 
from Mr. Uyeda’s “ My Beloved’s Grave,” the 
gem of the whole volume, in our opinion :— 
But when I heard 
That lone, all alone, 
‘Thou hadst gone hom: 

ving wey—then 
That in this life 


Ubjects of hope and love 
Are not granted to man. 
For thy sakes 
Seeking far distant lands, 
L travelled far and near. 
For thy sake, 
With toilsome labour sought I to obtain 
Wisdom's 1ich store. 
See, see, now have I 
‘Come hom 








es 
Vlenew 











See, sees now am I 
‘Near to the wished-for goal: 
But i 
‘Was all my fond endeavour. 
Knewledge without love 
Is but a curse. 
Crooked and cracked 
Stands thy poor tomb : 
Evil weeds: 
Grow round thy grave? 
And the priest himself hath forgot 
The dead one’s name! 
Over the dry drear fields 
Autunn winds 
Blow melancholy 
‘Wait for me, love, 
Under thy mossy stone s 
Soon shall I follow thee. . 









THE CYCLE KACE IN NEW YORK. 
age ae 

It turns out that the sensational stories cir- 
culated with reference to the recent bicycle race 
in New York, when the winner, Charles Miller, 
Covered 2,093 miles in six. days, were wild 
exaggerations, An American journal now says 
of the affair :— 

The six-day bicycle race in Madison Square 
Garden, New Yorke city, which terminated Satur 
day nigit of last week, bas called forth consider- 
able comment, and, it ts thought may lead, as in 
Illinois, to a law in this State prohibiting such 
contests. The daily papers had sensational reports 
on the conditions of men, a number of whom were 
said to be at times insane by reason of the prolonged 
exertion and the loss of sleep. Since the race, the 
men have expressed their ation over these 
reports, which they declare were false, and on the 
day after the race allthe men were up and around 
and insisting that they were feeling none the worse 
for their efforts, ‘The police department kept a 
close watch of the race, and the police surgeons 
subjected the men lo several © tions in the 
Closing days, #8 a result of which four contestants 
were ordered off the track. ‘The surgeons! official 
teporty on the others showed a fairly normal 
condition of temperature, of pulse, and of the 
heart. The Cycle Racing Association, however, 
has resolved that in future contests several hours 
ch day shall be set apart for rest: by all the 
competitors. 


























THE P. & O. JAPAN STEAMERS. 
asp Oe 

It will be noticed from the advertisement of 
the P, & O. Company in these columns that 
their next mail steamer will leave Yokohama on 
the 8th February, connecting at Hongkong with 
the accelerated services under the new British 
Postal Contract with thatCompany, There will 
be no mail departure next Sunday, The M.M. 
Company's steamer will sail on Wednesday, 
the 2nd February and thereafter the P. & O. 
Company’s vessels leave on the Tuesday and 
the M.M Company’s steamers on the alternate 
Wednesdays. ‘The Sunday departure will 
therefore be a thing of the past. This should 
meet with the approbation of residents, num. 
bers of whom have for a long time been debarred 


from their Saturday half-holiday, cor the 











THE NEW PLAY AT THE KABUKIZA 


Ml OSE 
The Kabukiza theatre at Kobikicho, Tokyo, 
opened on the 15th inst for the first performance 
of the new drama, “ Suteobune,” by Mr. Kuro- 
ura, A certain incompleteness in the arrange- 
ments and accessories is almost inseparable from 
a “first night” performance, otherwise the 
representation went remarkably well. Messrs. 
Nakamura Fukusuke, Ichizo and Onoye Koku- 
jiro were the leading actors in the piece, the 
first named giving a most natural and finished 
representation of the part of the heroine, Sonoye, 
afterwards Baroness Tokuoura, while Mr. Ichizo 
made excellent Colonel Kobuishi, and Mr. 
Kokujiro fi led the 16le of the Baron to perfec- 
tion. The play consists of nine acts, The 
first of these opens in a tavern on the sea front 
at Kobe, kept by the villain of the piece, Senjé. 
Captain Zatsuta of the Tatsuta Maru enters 
the tavern to see ifa letter has been left there 
for him by his mate. While in the tavern the 
Captain hears the mosic of a string instrument 
and learning that it is played by a mendicant 
singing gir! noted for her beauty, has her sum- 
moned. The girl Sonoye enters the 
accompanied by an old man, her tutor. 
Captain takes a dollar from his bag to give to 
the girl, and in so doing discloses to the tavern 
keeper, Senji, that he has a large sum in the 
bag. The Capéain, is then induced by Sen7i and 
a Talsuta man reputed to be Sonoye's father to 
stay the night in the tavein. The girl finds out 
that the two men have evil intentions regarding 
the Captain and expostulates with her supposed 
father, but is tied to a post in the room while 
the Captain is murdered and robbed. The 
old tutor, however, releases the girl and the two 
logether make their escape. The second act 








_|shows the girl Sonoye and her old blind tutor 


on the road in a heavy snow storm, the 
old man, almost dead from cold and expo- 
sure, when Baron Tokuoura comes along and 
takes the half frozen pair to his villa close by, 
where, in the third act, Sonoye appears as the 
Baron's wife and is introduced to his nephew 
and other friends, This nephew has devised 
a plot, with the assistance of a friend and 
confederate named Kawabayashi to obtain 
possession of his uncle’s vast property by 
killing him, In Acts four and five Sonoye is 
inveigled from the villa to a cemetery by the 
villain Kawabayashi, and the Baron, sup- 
posing that she has fallen in love with Kawa- 
bayashi, divorces her immediately on her return 
home. Colonel Kobuisht, an old friend of 
the Baron’, who has obtained some informa. 
tion of the plot, calls upon him to tell bim what 
he has learned, but being seized with a severe 
conghing fit before he can speak, takes up a 
glass of water intended for the Baron ¢ ks it, 
aud is poisoned thereby, Act VI. opens in a 
tavern in the Kijima temple forest. Kazvaoka,a 
professor of medicine, and one of the conspirators 
against the Baron, enters the tavern disguised as 
a priest, Senji, the tavern-keeper, informs him 
that he knows all about the plot, and requires 
to be bought over to keep silent. The sup- 
posed priest makes Senji believe that he has a 
written contract from the Baron's nephew hid- 
den under the floor of the Kijima temple, and 
Senji goes out with him to get the document, 
When they get to the place Kawaoka, the priest, 
aulacks Senji with a dagger, but the police 
attive and arrest Senji, letting the former escape. 
In the seventh and cignts acts, Sonoye 
is found in the house of her old music-teacher, 
with whom she had taken refuge after her 
divorce by the Baron, w whom she has in the 
meantime borne achild. She is arrested ona 
charge of poisoning the Colonel, the Baron's 
friend, but is released on bail. Her step, father, 
whom she had quitted years ago, attempts to 
steal her child as a means of extorting money 
from the Baron, but the mother’s agonised en- 
(reaties melt the stony heart of the ruffian, who 
for the first time acquaints Sonoye that she is 
really the daughter of a Marquis, from whom 
she had been kidnapped when only four years 
of age. The ninth and last act opens at the 
Hot Springs at Arima, where the Colonel, who 

















rs ie die from the effects of the poisoned 
l 


water, is staying to recover his health. The 
Baron is also there, and is being assiduously 
courted by a Jiss Konami, sister of a retired 
Major, whose ambiion has led her to try to 
secure a marriage with the Baron, and who had 
previously poisoned the Baron's mind against 
Sonoye and induced him to divorce her. She 
and her brother have come to Arima for the sole 
purpose of inveigling the Baron into marriage ; 
bot her charms fail to entice him and she 
is driven to go to Kawaoka for a love potion. 
This, however, is no love potion, but poison, 
though she does not knowit. She puts itsecretly 
into a cup of beer which is offered to the Baron, 
but just as he is raising it to his lips, the Co'o- 
nel, who has watched the proceedings, stops 
the Baron from drinking the beer, with the 
words, ‘ Hold, the cup contains poison.” After 
that sensational denouement, it is left to the 
imagination of the audience to straighten out 
the ravelled threads; to make the hero and 
heroine happy and to punish the conspirators, 





FAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
og 
Thirty-nine new banks were opened in Dec- 
ember, with an aggregate capital of 9,518,500 
yen. As compared with 1896, last year showed 
an increase of 263 new banks and 76,458,470 
yen in capital, 


According to the Wippon the stock of rice in 
the Fukagawa granaries during October was 
190,000 bags, The subsequent imports of fo- 
reign rice helped to supply the demand in the 
Capital, and the stock in the granaries has since 
increased to 264,000 bags. Prices, however, 
show scarcely any downward tendency. 


The Zokye Asahi states that the site for the 
Japan Observatory to be established in Mizu- 
sawa, Iwate prefecture, under the auspices of 
the International Law Surveying Association, 
has recently been inspected by Doctor Tanaka, 
who immediately senta report to the said Asso- 
ciation in Berlin, specifying the location and 
other necessary arrangements for the institution, 


According to the Chuo a scheme is in con- 
templation to establish a new office in the War 
Department, to be designated the Military Edu- 
cation Inspection Department, the Army In- 
spection Dspattment being abolished. The 
new office is to be placed under the supervision 
of a General, and Major-General Terauchi, 
Commandant of the 3rd Regiment, is nominat- 
to the post. 





Although the date for the general election of 
the members of the Lower House is fixed for 
the 15th of March next, no definite decision is 
yet arrived at as to the date of convening the 
special session of the Diet and the period of its 
sitting, It is stated that the term of the sitting 
being probably short, only urgent measures, 
such as those connected with the operati 
treaty revision and so forth, will be submitted to 
the session for approval, other subjects being put 
off until December, 











The camphor oil trade of Kobe continues 
stagnant, no large orders having been received 
from abroad during the part few months, But 
owing to the scarcity of stocks sellers remain 
firm, and prices show no tendency to fall. The 
quotation is at present slightly over 43 yen. 
The exports last month were 231,843 cat 
ties valued at 116,794 yen. Of this 166,277 
cattles were shipped to Hongkong. 58,c96 to 
America, and 5.346 to Australia, 


In view of the steady increase of agricultural 
products in Hokkaido, the Government, says 
the Mainichi, has issued instructions to the 
Coal Mining and Railway Company to trans- 
port stich products at half the ordinary rate of 
freight. The goods transported from January 
to November last amounted, it is said, 10 
57,008,387 Ain, for which 33,161 yen were re- 

ed as freight, the average monthly transport 
being 5,182,581 dé and the freight realized 
2,105 yen. 





We have already reported, says the Mainichi, 








the Specie Baa has resolved to advance 
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a loan of three million yen to some capitalists to 
stimulate the export of cotton yarns, Informa- 
mation from Osaka announces that the three 
million yen under notice is only to be secured 
by free contracts with the Bank under the 
direction of the Minister of Finance, who seems 
to have issued a statement to thal effect. The 
Spinning Guild has applied for a loan of 
240,000 yen to be paid in Shanghai and of 
600,0c0 yen to be paid in Hongkong. 


Investigations were recently made by the 
Japanese Government with the view of ascer- 
ning the amount of national bonds in the 
hands of foreigners. It appears that, apart from 
43 million yen in War Bonds, a sum of sixteen 
or seventeen millions in other securities must 
be in circulation in foreign countries, the aggre- 
gate amount of loans abroad reaching sixty 
millions, The gross total of national indebted- 
ness is at present 390 millions, and it may be 
supposed, remarks the Shogyo, that fifteen per 
cent. of this is floated on the foreign market. 








The Xokumin contains a vigorous article on 
the Japanese armament expansion. It admits 
the scheme formulated in the 28th year of 
the steady rise in prices and cost of pro- 
duction was not anticipated, and consequently 
the natural tendency is to curtail the original 
programme. But such a result, our contem- 
porary thinks, would be most deplorable. If 
Japan is to retain her positon among the nations 
of the world an adequate defensive armament 
is a sheer necessity, and the Kokumin con- 
demns as ignorant demagogues the advocates 
of economy at the expense of national safely 
and progress. 











The Zokyo Asahé reports that the steamer 
Arisoura Maru, of Fushiki, owned by Mr. 
Minamishima, stranded on the evening of the 
16th, off the coast of Tadotsu, Sanuki, east of 
the Habushi lighthouse. She was on her way 
from Otaru to Kobe with lumber. The damage 
sustained was not very great and steps are 
being taken to get her off. She was built on 
the Clyde in 1882, and was first named the 
Rotherdale. The vessel, whose gross tonnage 
is 1831 and nominal horse-power 182, was 
insured. 


Count Okuma has apparently been very 
candidly criticising the policy of Marquis Ito. 
The Hocki represents him as saying :—" The 
odious custom of regarding the Diet, the poli- 
tical organ of the nation at large, as something 
like an instrument for the furtherance of the 
Government's private interests, should certainly 
come toanend. The trickery which has been 
practised is perfectly familiar to the Marquis, 
and, instead of endeavouring to convert the 
members of the Diet by an evening entertain- 
ment he should assume the policy of consulting 
openly with Parliament on all important matters,” 


The Michks Nichi gives some interesting details 
of the operation of the new gold coinage system. 
From October rst to Jan. 20th silver and notes 
to the value of 17,736,920 yen were presented 
for exchange—3.443,575 yen in silver, and 
14,233,394 yer in notes. The amount of silver 
presented for exchange during January was be- 
tween 260,000 aud 270,000 yen, and the notes 
presented aggregate over 2,900,000 yen. The 
gold returned after being once exchanged since 
October rst reached 1,745,660 yen. 


The death is announced of the wife of the Tai 
Wan-kun, which took place on the 8th instant. 
She had been ill since last year and was ina 
state of utter decrepitude, having attained the 
age of seveniy years, Sixly years ago she was 
betrothed to the Tai Won-kun and bore to the 
latter four children—two sons and two daughters. 
The eldest daughter was married to the ex- 
Minister of War, and the first son was, until 
recently, Minister of the Royal Household ; 
the second son is the reigning Emperor. 
The second daughter was given in marriage to a 
member of the Cho family. The Korean Em- 
peror, on receipt of news of the death of his 
mother, immediately proceeded to the Un Hyon 
Palace in company with the Crown Prince, 





and having expressed his grief ordered that 
mourning be observed in the Court for thirty 
days. — 

The Japanese Consul at Mokpho, Korea, 
has compiled a concise report on the trade of 
the port! Korea's wanls are apparently com- 
paratively simple. She chiefly yearns for shirt- 
ings, kerosene oil, matches, copper, pewter, 
nails, hardware, tin lamps, timber, silver, straw 
ropes, paper, sa&é (strong demand!) and fish 
oil, Of shirtings ‘‘ howak,” © three horses,” and 
“ farmer” chops sell particularly well. American 
kerosene in tin cases has almost a monopoly 
of the oil market. The chief export, as might be 
expected, is rice, and others are cotton, cotton 
fabrics, ox hides, and gall-uuts. The rice crop 
this year promises well, and an unusual develop: 
ment of trade may be expected, the Mainichi 
thinks, by March or April. gi 


A report from the Japanese Consul at Lyons, 
published in the Zokyo Shimbun, shows 
that the export of silk handkerchiefs from 
Japan to Europe and America during the 
28th and 2gth years of Meijé amounted to 
5.399.955 yen and 4,617,720 yen in value re- 
spectively, while silk piece goods exported 
during the two years aggregated 5,997,801 yen 
and 7,394,828 ven respectively, the total forthe 
two commodities reaching 15,397,801 yen in 
1895 and 12,012,548 yen in 1896. Thus a 
decrease of 22 percent. is noticeable on the 
figures for 1896 as compared with those 
for 1895. One of the principal causes for the 
falling off is ascribed to the tradal depression 
in America, whereas the reduction of 26 per 
cent. on piece goods is the result of smaller 
orders from Europe. 


The Vorosu calls attention to the fact that 
freight for coal is from 1.20 to 1.30 yen be- 
tween Yokohama and Karatsu, and 80 sen only 
between Moji and Yokohama. The failure of 
the rice crop in the interior has necessitated the 
frequent despatch of vessels to Saigon and 
other tice-producing territories. The Mitsui 
Bussan Kwaisha alone is reported to have chart- 
ered nine vessels for that purpose, in addition 
to three others secured by the Company until 
April or May next. The scarcity of vessels aris- 
ing from these circumstances has naturally 
led to a rise in freights generally, The tate 
between Yokohama and Moji is raised to one 
yen per 1,000 catties, and that between Yoko- 
hama and Karatsu to 1.50 yen. Coal must 
therefore be expected to rise in value. 


Cattle breeding, according to the Zokyo 
Shimbun, isan industry well suited to the soil of 
Hokkaido. Applications for a lease of land for 
purposes of cattle breeding have increased con- 
siderably of late, the total area leased by the 
Hokkaido Government having reached 3.400,- 
358 fsubo. Of the land so granted the largest 
farm is owned by Mr, Yamagata, who has 
secured 9,070,000 /subo in Nemuro; next 
comes Mr. T'atnura’s pasture, covering 3.520,- 
000 /subo and known as Aritama Farm, Thisis 
followed by the Toyen Pasture with 2,210,000 
isubo, while Mr. Sonoda’s farm in Kikyo 
district, ranks fourth in magnitude with 
1,640,000 #subo. The provinces where cattle 
breeding farms are mostly found are Hidaka, 
Kushiro, Tokatsu, Kitami, and Nemuro. In 
Ishikari and Shiribeshi, in which the soil is 
excellent there is little pasture. 

According to the Shogyo the number of joint 
stock companies (banks and railways excepted) 
throughout the empire at the end of December 
totalled 2.180, with an aggregate capital of 
314,581,862 yen. These figures show an in- 
crease of 34 companies and 2,173,850 yen in 
capital over the previous month. These com- 







prise :— 
COMMERCIAL CAPITAL. 
COMPANIES. Yen. 
24 wn 1,346,500 
3 218,000 
Dissolved 6 343,000 
Capital decreased 3 115,000 | 





Of the industrial companies 16 were new organ- 
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ization with an aggregate capital of 1,446,850 
yen; nine increased their capital by 170,000 





yen; three were dissolved, and three decreased 
their capital by 152,500 yen, while only three 
agricultural corporations were started with an 
aggregate capital of 203.0c0 yen. 

Since the beginning of the new year thp fo- 
reign firms in Yokohama have been buying very 
little tea. On the roth instant, however, Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson, & Co. buying solely for them- 
selves, took leaf to the amount of 15,600 catties. 
In spite of the arrivals of better class teas during 
the past few days, prices remain unaltered, 
Considerable sales are expected to take place 
in a few days. Tientsin hitherto has been a 
poor market for cotton yarns but last week we 
hear that it took up 3,000 bales of fine 20's and 
2,000 bales of 16's Bombays at prices ranging 
from 63 taels per bale, Chinese yarns, too, ow- 
ing to their cheapness, have lately been in de- 
mand at Tientsin, and 5,000 bales of 14's and 
16’s were sold al prices varying from 67 taels to 
74 taels. Sales of Japanese yarns at Tientsin 
do not come up to expectations on account of 
their price. ‘Che stock in the Tientsin market 
is 40,000 bales from India, 20,000 bales from 
Japan, and 4,000 bales of Chinese production, 
amounting in all to 64,000 bales. It is sup- 
posed that unless serious fluctuations take place 
in exchange, prices will remain firm. 


With regard to the outflow of gold and silver 
the Wippon says that the excess of imports hav- 
ing ceased through the settlement of the Indem- 
nity accounts, the market has been restored to 
its original condition and the export of metallic 
currency has become a matier of absolute neces- 
sity in view of the excess in imports. Coins and 
bullion exported during November and Decem- 
ber last amounted to :— 










































Export, Nov., 1897. Dec., 1897. Totals. 
Gold coins and = Yen, en. Yen. 
bullion « 4,220,846 2,550,936 6,771,782 
Silver coins and 
bullion wu... 729,661 3.979.425 4,709,086 
Total vccesee 45950,507 6,530,361 11,480,868 
Import. 
Copper coins & 
gold bullion... 106,511 247,027 353.338 
Silver coins and 
Uullioy 1.340.074 429.153. 1,778,227 
676,181 2,131,767 
Ps 3,834,180 9,349,100 
Thus the outflow of hard metal aggregated 


3,500,000 yen in November and 5,850,000 yer 
in December, making a total of 9,340,000 yen. 
The excess of imports which amounted up till 
October to 71 million yew was therefore reduced 
duting last year to 62 millions, though in these 
figures were also included the yen pieces receiv- 
ed in exchange for gold. 


The Vorodsu asserts the Count Inouye has 
formulated a scheme for obtafniug loans in 
America to the amount of too or 150 mil! 
yen, through the medium of Mr. Dun, the late 
American Minister to Japan. The negotiations 
however do not seem to have progressed so 
far as to fix the rate of interest or the face 
value of the bonds, Some time must there- 
fore elapse before the project is presented 
for discussion by the Cabinet, In the mean 
time changes may occur in the programme 
formulated, but it is impossible to make 
any forecast as to such a contingency. 
Nevertheless we are informed, says our contem- 
porary, that Count Inouye is disposed to sell 
3 oF 4 per cent interest bonds of 100 yen face 
value at 93 yes. Leaving aside for a moment 
the merits of the question of the introduction 
of foreign capital, it is still very doubiful whe- 
ther the Count will be able to obtain the loans 
as he expect. The rate of interest in Euro- 
pean markets seems to rise steadily in con- 
sequence of last year’s failure of crops and the 
depression of trade, the expansion of armaments 
and the development of industry, The bank 
rate in European countries does not fall short of 
Germany, Ru and Austro- 
ing from 5 per cent, 















three per cen 


Hungary 






to 
—England.and France—alone 
maintain their interest at three percent. The 
difficulty, therefore, of issuing Japanese bonds 
at 3 or 4 per cent. interest may easily be Ima- 
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gined. But America, it is true, floats her capi 
tal at an interest from 24 to 3 per cent. per 
annum, as is actually the case in New York. 
But it must at the same time be remem- 
bered that even America’s rate of interest 
is not to be expected to continue for any 
length of time at the rate of from 24 to 
3 per cent. The Congress now in session 
is likely to determine the course to be pursued 
in regard to the coinage system as well as finan- 
cial administration, when expansion is under- 
taken for the various branches of industry. 
From the summer time till October every year 
the money market in New York tightens as a 
rule, in consequence of the interval being the 
harvest on, for wheat and cotton. The 
period in which the Count might be en- 
abled to carry out the scheme would 
just when such a pressure on money 
takes place. The Count must therefore expect, 
alleges the Forosu, to confront serious difticul- 
ties in selling Japanese bonns at 3 or 4 per cent. 
interest, in spite of the reduction in their face 
value, 
it is worth—very little we expect 





According to investigations completed at the 
end of last year, the full and provisional char- 
ters granted for railways in Kinshiu were as 
follow :—Full charters—Chikugo Railway, from 
Kuroki to Okawa in Fukuoka prefecture, a dis- 
tance of 20 miles 20 chains; Funakoshi Rail- 
way, from Funakoshi to Dazaifu in Chikuzen, 
a distance of 83 miles 60 chains; Nanpo Rail- 
way, from Oita to Nagusu in Buzen, 70 miles 
59 chains; Tohi Railway, from Kumamoto to 
Otsu, 14 miles 40 chains; Chikushi Coal Trans- 
port Railway, from Nakanoma in Kurabe dis- 
trict 10 Kyase in Fukuoka prefecture, 3 miles 
and 50 chains; Kiushiu Railway, extention of 
Chikuho line, Kaneda-lida section, 1 60 
chains, and Shimoyamada-Kamiyamada section, 
2 miles 18 chains. Provisional Charters :— 
Kurate Railway, Miyata-Tokagawa Section, 11 
miles; Hokuchiku Railway, Dazaifu Yoshii 
Section, 25 miles 12 chains; South Western 
Railway, Nobeoka-Kokubu Section, 100 miles ; 
Scisatsu Railway, Kagoshima-Mukaida Section, 
32 miles; Kinshin Railway, Moji-Tanoura 
Section, 2 miles 40 chains; Hoshin Rail 
Tanoura Sone Section, tr miles 37 chains, 
Thus full charters were secured for six lines 
comprising an aggregate distance of 194 miles 
7 chains, and provisional charters acquired for 
an equal number of lines covering altogether 
182 miles 9 chains, the total railway mileage 
represented by the above charters being no less 
than 376 miles 16 chains. 


























The 7ié comments on the steady increase 
in the import of foreign rice. The rice crop 
in Japan having decreased about nine per 
cent during the year before last, and prices 
having risen abnormally last year, the import of 
foreign cereals reached the unprecedented 
amount of six million piculs, valued at wwenty- 
one million yen. Rice now occupies second 
rank among the staples of import. In the 3rd 
year of Meiji the grain was imported to the 
amount of 5,377,108 piculs, valued at 
14,598,115 yen, but in the 23rd year a slight 
decrease was noticeable, the amount imporied 
being 4,596,594 piculs valued at 12,302,883 yen, 
A further reduction took place in the 2yth 
year, the figures being 3,304,628 piculs valued 
at 8,413,148 yen. The 3oth year, however, 
saw the amount swelled to 6,301,394 piculs, 
of 21,528,428 yer in value. Nothing has yet 
been tained as to the probable reduction in, 
last year's crop, but it may be conjectured tha, 
the diminution was far above 9 percent. on tha, 
of the year before last, most of the anthorilie 
placing it atfrom 10 to 13 percent. With this 
in view the native dealers hastened to make 
contracts with foreign firms in the open ports 
for the supply of cereals while foreigners were, 
in some places, also engaged in importing rice 
to a considerable amount. Under these cir- 
cumstances the amount of import for ihis year 
may be expecied to exceed the figure recorded 
for last year. Not to speak of other staples of 
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We (Fapan Mail) give this for what] gj 


THE FRENCH PRESS AND THE 
DREYFUS AFFAIR. 


oe Se eoeg ees 
Referring to the writing in the French press 
about the Dreyfus affair, the Puris correspon 
dent of Zhe Times says: 
This unbridled spirit of invention, indeed, which has never 
before gone such lengths, is one of the most characte 
symptoms of these controversies. An Alsatian barrister, 
it will be remembered, related that visiting the Palace at 
Potsdam at the time of Dreyfus’s arrest he saw pencilled 
a a French newspaper in the Emperor's study the words 
Di Senseless as this story seemed 
ign, it has now the air of chili- 
di 




























French hte: 
powerless, for even a duel may be refused them. 
vernment is helpless, for if a newspaper is imprudently 
shrink from a verdict which would expose 
hhe Press was certainly not ripe for the 
lowed it by the law of 1881, This is a pity, for 
nce must eventually be at the expense of liberty. 
lor does the evil end here- Racial animosity is bearing 
bitter fruit, and France, whose boast it was that she march: 
ed at the daily relapsing towards 
ignorance and barbarism. There has for some days been 
shameless talic cf a law excluding from all public po: 
ners not naturalized for two generati 
ised no outcry. It will be said that such a 
will not. be adopted, but that it should be proposed 
ithout evoking reprobation is disgraceful, and it 
quieting to-see » country apparently inclined to belle its 
chivalrous traditions. Tt is not surprising, therefore, that 
the Government should contemplate legislation against an 
outbreak threatening public morality, but, whatever the 
urgency of such a step in view of the impunity enjoyed by 
journalistic perversity, it is sad to sce liberty abused in the 
service of a revived barbarism. 

Here is a euphemism which may come in 
handy any day, “I don't say he is a lia 
remarked the revising barrister in an English 
borough, “but he has represented a state of 


things which does not exist. 


THE GERMAN NAVY. 


gliosis Ty es Sy 

The German Navy Bill makes demands which 
are thus summarized by the Berlin correspon- 
dent of Zhe Zimes :- 


“The strength i 
exclusive of torpedo 
service vessels, 
follows > service 17 
line-of-battle ships, eight armoured ironclads for 
const defence, nine large and 26 small cruisers, 
Two battleships and three lange and four small 
cruisers are to be provided asa reserve force.” 

A fleet of this strength is regarded by the Gei- 
man Government as adequate for the duties which 
nay devolve upon it, but at the same time the 
ber of ships josed ix considered to be in- 
dispensable. At p 1 if the ships which will 
be available for service or which will he in course 
of constuction an April tst, 1898, be included, the 
German navy consists of 12 battleships, eight irons 
clads for coast defence, ten large ceuisers, and 23 
small cruisers. [1 follows that, in order to realize 
the Government plans, seven battleships and two 
large and seven small cruisers must be built before 
the close of the financial year 1904-5. 

Iu prepating the Bill, he Government has been 
guided by the following considerations. The 

























‘Jews and for 
‘and this has 

































ships of the German navy» 
2 ships, special 





























Haval interests of the German Empire require the 
two in 


presence abroad of three lacge cruisers, 
East Asia 
rica; of tea amall cruisers, three in 
three for Central and South America, two fi 
Alica, and two for the South Seas; of four g’ 
boats, two for East Asia, and two for West Afric 
and of one stationary vessel for Constantinople. 
But in the present year there were available for 
the purposes enumerated only two 
mall cruisers, two gunboats, and one sta 
and in order lo provide even this force for foreign 
service the home fleet had to be deprived of three 
of its best cruisers. 

The total expenditure contemplated for the seven 
years for new constructions, including artillery and 
torpedo armament, 
matks, The cost of ¢ 
will amount {0 211,000,000 marks. 
ments not yet voted for ships now in course of cot 
struction amount to 63,500,000 matks. When the 
cost of three gunboats and seven torpedo-boat di 
sions, together amounting to 46,000,000 marks, 
well as the additional expenditure for maintenance 
and for increase in the persouned, is taken into ace 
d that the average annual in 
y expenditure will be 4,000,000 
ning seven years, as contrasted 
with 3,000,000 marks average yearly increase dur 
ing the last seven years. 

It will be observed that the contemplated squad- 
ron for the Far East is to consist of two first 
class and three second-class—or, perhaps, third- 
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import, rice alone is sufficient to influence the 
foreign trade considerably for this year. 
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class—cruisers and two gunboats. 
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ic | since the Restoration, We pu 








HIGH MILITARY COUNCIL. 
Sas 
The following Imperial Rescript was gazetted 
on the rgth instant with regard to the establish- 
ment of a High Military Council :— 

Having for mulated schemes for the opening of the 
country in view of the growing prosperity attained 
‘pose to consummate 
the work of Our Ancestorsby fii: ther promoting the 
wellare of the people and the development of the 
State. Accordingly, in order to secure assistance 
in the conduct of Our military and waval «ffairs, 
We hereby order the Gensuifu (High Military 














€} Council) to be established with the object of select- 


ing from among the Generals and Admirals those 
of greatest experience and distinction to act as Our 
Couneii 
devolving upun these Councillors shall be pecially 
determined by Us. 
(Imperial Sign-Manual and Great Seal.) 

January 19th of the gist year of Meiji 

(Counter-signed) — Marquis [ro Hirosumt, 

Minister President of State. 








Imperiac Orpinance No, 5. 

We hereby sanction the Regulations for the 
Gensuifu (High Military Council) and order 
the same to be promulgated, 

(Imperial Sizn-Manual and Great Seal.) 

ry 19th of the gust year of Afeiii. 
(Counter-signed) Marquis Iro Hiropumt, 
Minister President of State. 
Marquis Saigo Yoriitsu, 

Minister of the Navy. 

Viscount Katsura Taro, 
Minister of War. 

Reoutations ror THe " Gensutru.” 

Aut. IAN Generals or Admitals appoint. 
ed to the Gensuifu shall be specially granted 
the title of Gensui or High Military Councillor. 

Au. fhe Gensui-fu shall be the highest 
Counc matters of watlare, 

Art. UL—The Gensui, or High Military Coun. 
cillor, may, under Imperial instructions, under- 
take the inspection of the Army or N 

At. 1V.—The Gensuifu shali reta' 
company officer as adjutant. 
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MR. SHIBUSAWA ON COUNT 


INOUYE. 
oe 
Mr. Shibusawa has been giving his views on 
the political situation to a representative of the 
Hochi, He says the subject of financial adjust- 
Ment seems to occupy the greatest amount 
of the present Ministry’s attention, and as this 
administra: entirely different in personned 
from the last it may be confidently expected 
that such ‘ignominious bungling” as was 
displayed by the late Cabinet will not be 
tepeated. ‘Count Inouye,” he added, “is 
decidedly opposed to the financial policy of 
his predecessors. He is regarded as the chief 
mover in the movement for the reduction 
of armament expenses. Inall things, indeed, 
he advocates the principle of curtailment. He 
was hostile to the great expansion of busi- 
ness undertakings which took place after the 
Chinese war, and his was the loudest protest 
against the establishment of the Industri 
devised by Viscount Watanabe, ex-Mi 
Finance. But though implacably opposed to 
the armament expansion scheme it is probable 
that in his present situation he will be unable 
to materially reduce the programme which has 
been laid down, and his principal aim will pro- 
bably be to prolong the period during which 
that programme is to be carried ont. He must 
of course expect to encounter serious opposition 
from military men and a certain number of 
Government officials; but he is not likely to 
acquiesce in the fulland prompt carrying out of 
the expansion scheme in face of financial dis- 
organisation and the embarrassment of the 
nation,” 





























At the auction sale of the Asburnham library in 
London, a fortnight ago, anew record was made 
in Caxtons, £2,100 for “The Book of Jason,” 
1447, which is £150 more than “ King Arthur” 
fetched a few years ago. Twice during the pre- 
sent century this identical copy of ‘ Jason” 
changed hands for less than £100. 
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LIBEL. 





ag 

Mr. Maskelyne has been cast in his suit 
against the Afanchester Guardian. It was, 
indeed, @ most ill-advised recourse to litigation, 
The well known “ magician” conceived, last 
year, the project of erecting a grand stand in 
St. Paul’s churchyard for the accommodation of 
persons desiring to view the Jubilee Procession. 
The Manchester Guardian made fun of the 
enterprise in a mild way, saying, among other 
things, that “it was unfortunate that the archi- 
tect should be Mr. Maskelyne, who had so often 
seriously deceived the public.” It must be con- 
fessed that such jesting travels very close to the 
line of slander, and assumes, on the part of its 
buu, an unusually genial appreciation of hum- 
our. Of course Mr. Maskelyne has often “‘de- 
ceived the public,” It is his mésier to do so, 
and nobody else has ever done it quite so well. 
Mr. Maskelyne, however, thought that a charge 
of serious deception, preferred in such a context, 
would be taken literally by the vast majority of 
readers, and in that supposition we can not but 
think that he was correct. He had, in fact, a 
plain right to call for an explanation, and the 
Manchester Guardian would have been perfect- 
ly ready to give one. But Mr. Mackelyne pre- 
ferred to take the matter into Court, and pressed 
his suit, in the face of the great provincial jour- 
nal’s explicit assurance that no moral reflection 
of any kind had been intended. Naturally the 
jury decided in favour of the defendant, and 
the Lord Chief Justice made some useful com- 
ments on the abuses incidental to the operation 
of the present law of libel, Lord Russell's 
remarks are tolerably certain to commend them- 
selves to the common sense of the public, 
especially when they are read in connexion with 
two other suits tried before his lordship imme- 
diately afterwards, in one of which the only 
ground of complaint was that a barrister 
been accused of “shouting” in court. There 
is no doubt, of course, that the gentlemen of the 
Bar can generally dissuade their clients from 
the folly of bringing such euits, but it must be 
confessed that although the law of libel may be 
unduly pliant in one respect, it is unjustly rigid 
in another. How often do we see flagrant 
abuses of the principle that the utterances of 
nsel in Court are privileged? A man who 
has given his testimony honestly and to the best 
of his ability, finds himself the object of attacks 
and insinnations against which he hasno redress, 
jot an attractive feature of our methods of 



































RAILWAY FARES IN JAPAN. 


ages 





The Railway Council sat on Monday to 
consider the proposed increase in railway fares. 
Lient.-General Viscount Kawakami, President 
of the Council, was unable to attend on acco} 
of indisposition, and Mr. Kenjiro, Vice-Presi- 
dent, took the chair. The proposal to raise 
the fares to I sen 5 rin per mile was discussed 
at length and it was ultimately decided not to 
grant the increase for which the Nippon Tetsu. 
do Kaisha (Japan Railway Company) has 
applied. It was decided to grant licences for 
the construction of Buso Chuwo Railway and 











A CORRECTION. 
pepe ta 

We wore mistaken in saying that the first 
edition of Dr. Lénholm’s translations of the 
Code covered only three sections, comprising 
three hundred and ninety-five articles. That 
is true of the revised (second) edition, so far as 
it has been carried, but the first extended to 
the whole 724 articles, The fact makes Dr. 
Lénholm’s achievement all the more remarkable, 
He must have translated 724 articles in about 
25 days, being at the rate of nearly 30 articles 
a day. 














INTERPORT RIVALRY. 
te 

The writer of “Stray Notes” in the Kobe 
Chronicle has the following appreciative re- 
marks to make about Yokohama’s modisies: 
—I hear that the visit of the Yokohama 
amateurs to Kobe has resulted in a great 
crease of the orders sent up to Yokohama dr: 
makers. Certainly the costumes worn by the 
ladies were entrancingly beautiful—dreams of 
loveliness that have not only haunted the Kobe 
ladies ever since, but have made a decided im- 
pression on even my insusceptible male heart. 
I don't know what Kobe husbands will say, but 
there is talk of a remonstrance being addressed 
to Yokohama on the matter, in which it is to be 
suggested that while interport contests in general 
are not objected to, the line must be drawn at 
millinery competitions, But the dresses looked 
“real lovely” all the same, and there’s no 
denying that the “ costumiers” of the pieces 
deserve very great credit. 

















CHINESE ITEMS. 
SES 

It is reported in Chinese official circles that 
H. E. Huang, titular Junior Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent, and Admiral of the Yangtze, 
recently offered to command in persoy the forces 
to be stationed at Woosung and other points at 
the mouth of the Yangtze river, and that the 
Viceroy Liu K'un-yi accepted the offer. 


A Wuchang despatch appearing in Chinese 
papers reports that the Viceroy Chang Chih- 
tung has been empowered from Peking to raise 
a force of some 30,000 men, to be drilled by 
British officers. ‘The personnel of the new corps 
will he picked men from Kiangphen (Kiangsu), 
Ningpo (Chekiang), and Weihui (Honan), 





The Chefoo correspondent of the Shanghat 
Mercury, under date January 7th, wrote :— 
Things do not seem very quiet here, for some 
of the disbanded soldiers Irom Kiao-chou Bay 
have started plundering in the surrounding 
country, and reports of their depredations, even 
within seven miles from here, have reached us. 
An old Chinese gentleman came into Chefoo « 
day or two ago. He had been shot in the head 
by one of a gang of disbanded soldiers, who 
endeavoured to sack his house, 


Sports and Gossip las the following re- 
marks in reference to the recent launch explo- 
sion at Soochow :—The explosion on the launch 
towing the “train” from Soochow some few 
days ago, which killed those on board, is not to 
be wondered at. To expeci that the machinery 
of a launch owned and run by Chinese should 
be kept in proper order is about as absurd as 
expecting the heroine of opera to go for the 
doctor when her lover is daugerously wounded 
instead of stopping to soothe his last moments 
with an elaborate vocal number. In all pro- 
bability the sum total of the engineer's kuow- 
ledge of steam had been acquired when he was 
second cook in a tea shop, in fact I suppose a 
Chinese-owned launch has to run until she 
“make spilum” in one way or another, and if 
the boiler “goes up” so do the nnfortunate 
natives on board. Foreigners who take a tow 
should see that in the string of boats attached 
to the launch their own is not closer than say 
third or fourth, Distance lends enchantment 
when the boiler bursts. 


The W.-C. Daily News publishes the follow- 
ing notes:—General Lin Yong-fu, the famous 
ex-Black-Flag, who it will be remembered was 
specially sent for by Viceroy ‘an of the Two 
Kuang provinces, from the former's home at 
Ch’ingchou, on the borders of Annam and 
Kuangtung, will, it is reported, command the 
Imperial troops in Hainan island. Some 3,000 
Black-Flags have joined their old chief at Can- 
ton, where the General is at present ocenpied 
with daily secret coufabualations with Viceroy 
T’an and Governor Hs 














Wrottesley Hull, in Shropshire, with its fine 
library, has been completely burnt down, A 
copy of the first ees eae was burnt, 


oogle 


The local mandarins have received intelli- 
gence from Manchuria 10. the effect that Rus- 
sian troops numbering some 10,000 men have 





arrived on the frontiers of Kirin from the vicinity 
of the Russian Eastern outposts. There is 
much excitement amongst the high authorities 
of Kirin and Tsitsihar in consequence, and the 
Tartar General of the latter province has asked 
the permission of the Throne to raise 20,000 
Tartars of Heilungchiang, the arms and am- 
unition to be supplied from the Kirin and 
Moukden arsenals, 

It is reported in native oficial circles that in 
view of the present unsettled state of the coun- 
try in Chihii, Prince Kung has obtained the 
permission of the Throne to appoint General 
Tung Fu-nsiang, the “ Pacificator of Kansu" as 
he is called, to the chief command of a corps 
of observation in the vicinity of Tientsin, The 
corps will consist of picked regiments from 
General Nieh’s army at Lutai, H.E, Yuan 
Shih-k‘ai’s army at Hsiaochan, and the five re- 
giments of horse and foot brought over by 
General Tung from Kansu. 





Now that the Joint Anglo-Chinese Commis- 
sion is about to assemble at Bhamo for the 
demarcation of the Burma-China border it may 
be interesting, says the Pyoneer, to refer to the 
Agreement signed at Peking on the 4th of 
February last, under which the Convention of 
March 1894 wasmodified. The Agreement was 
duly ratified on the 5th of June, and as thework 
of demarcation had to be begun within a year 
from that date it was important that the *‘ open ” 
season of 1897.98 should be utilised in marking 
out the boundaries. The point on the extreme 
north from which the line is to be drawn 
is known to our surveyors as ‘ the high conical 
peak.” It is in latitude 25° 35' N. and longi- 
tude 96° 14'., and lies 50 miles E.N.E. from 
Myitkyina on the Upper Irrawaddy, to which 
the railway is now being extended from Mo- 
gaung. The nearest British post to itis Sadon. 
The general run of the frontier is indicated in 
the Agreement, but local investigation is re- 
quired at various points where details have not 
been marked out in existing maps. Roughly, 
it may be said, the line follows a zigzag course 
to the junction of the Taping and Namkhan 
Rivers, east of Bhamo; then sirikes off to the 
south-east until the Namwan stream is reached, 
the course of which is followed to its junction 
with the Shweli. At this point there isa small 
triangular bit of country which is rented on a 
perpetual lease from China, the object being to 
secure the best road from Bhamo to the North- 
ern Shan States, From the Shweli to the Sal- 
ween at the Kunlon Ferry the border trends to 
the south-east. Under the Convention of 1894 
the line was drawn much farther to the south, 
and did not cross the Salween at all, but now 
the trans-Salween State of Kokang has become 
British territory. From the Kunlon Ferry to 
the Mekong, 20 miles south of Kenghung, the 
frontier agreed upon in 1894 remains unchang- 
ed, and its demarcation should not be difficult. 
Consular Agents are now to be posted at Mol- 
mein end Szemao, and their presence in those 
two commercial centres should stimulate trade 
with Burma. Mr. Hausser and Mr, Tratman, 
who have been appointed to these posts, are to 
be on the same footing as regard correspon- 
dence and intercourse with Chinese officials as 
British Consuls at the Treaty ports. 






Says the W.-C. Daily News :—We may men- 
tion that the Germans have decided to make 
Kiao-chou Bay an open port for trade, as the 
regular trealy ports are. 


At a meeting of Directors of the Shanghai 
Land Investment Co., Ld., it was decided to 
propose atthe annual general meeting a final 
dividend for 1897 of 64 per cent, making 11 per 
cent, for the year. 


The Peking and Zientsin Times of the 8th 
inst, says that @ report is current that in order 
to replenish the Imperial Treasary, 30 per cent. 
is to be deducted from all official salaries this 
year. —— 

Tn its notice of the death of Mrs. Startseff, 
the P. & 7. Zimes reminds us that her sister, 








who had only been married a few days and bad 
goneinto the suburbs of the city to tiffin with 
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friends, was, with her young husband, one of the 
victims of the massacre in 1870. 


The Diamond Jubilee Fund at Tientsin is to 
be used in founding a hospital, the building 
for which is to cost Tls. 9,000. It was stated 
that Dr, Irwin had promised to present his medi- 
cal equipment to the new'institution ; Mr. James 
Wilson promised to present a complete equip- 
ment for a ward for residents only ; and the 
Rev. Mr. Norris mentioned that the British 
Admiralty would probably give some assistance 
to the project. 

The W.-C. Daily News learns from the Echo 
de Chine that General Jamont, the new French 
Commander-in-chief, is well known in Tong- 
kin, where he held the command of the Corps 
of Occupation in 1885. On his return to 
France he was appointed Commander of the 
1st Corps d'Armée, aud subsequently succeeded 
General Miribel in the command of the 6th 
Corps. In August, 1896, after 66 years of 
active service, he was retained on the active 
list, as having held a command-in-chief in the 
face of the enemy. General Saussier, having 
completed 70 years of service in the army, has 
been obliged to retire; but as General Jamont 
has served 67 years, he can only hold his pre- 
sent high’ position for three years. The Echo 
is responsible for these details, 








Much amusement was created among the 
Rattler's men quartered at Tientsin, says the 
local paper, on discovering seats thoughtfully 
provided by the local carpenter in the new sentry 
boxes. Chinese ideas evidently could not grasp 
the awful reality of “sentry go” duty without 
any sit-down pidgin, and Tom-atkins Jacktar, 
or whatever the professional cognomen of the 
marine may be, was immensely tickled on dis- 
covering that evidence of Celestial consideration 
in his new shelter, If the carpenter had only 
been consulted in the matier of measurements, 
he would probably have suggested, " Spose 
makee littee more long can makee lie down, 
Mote better.” 


A correspondent writes from Newchwang to a 
Manchester paper :—“ Yesterday afternoon E, 
and I. went for a long tramp out on the plain, 
and most enjoyable it was. Once you get some 
way out there is a great charm in the immense 
extent of red-brown earth, with tiny pools, blue 
as sapphire here and there, and the line of dis- 
tant hills clear cut in purest violet against the 
great dome of sky. And then the sweet wild 
whistle of the plover, such lovely little birds that 
swoop down to swim on the little blue pools, and 
the cry of great flocks of wild geese travelling 
over head in their regular triangular flight, one 
behind another, in us perfect order as troops 
marching, each keeping in his own place as they 
follow their own leader. One gets to love those 
strong lovely wild birds, each with such a dis- 
tinct individuality that they seem like friends as 
they pass, And then, as darkness begins to 
come down, you suddenly hear a rush over- 
head, almost like a violent shower of rain, and 
it is a great flight of teal swishing along, 
hundreds together, in perfectly regular order, 
too, but more semicircular than the geese, 
These wild birds lave become 80 much to me 
since I have been out here ; they are certainly 
one of the chief charms of the country. 

















The incredulous Korean Repository says :-— 
A party of Britons from Shanghai visited the 
northern province on a hunt and report having 
had a good time. They tried to make us be- 
lieve they got five tigers, but—we are something 
on tiger stories ourselves, 


M. Grille, an engineer of the great French 
works, of the Sociéié Eves Lille, is at present in 
Shanghai, and according to Le Echo de Chine, 
his firm has secured a concession for a railway 
between Soul and a place on the Chinese border. 








The new N.Y.K. steaner Tamba Maru dis- 
charged at Shimonoseki five boilers and about 
340 tons of accessories for the Government Iron 
Foundry. She has 4,000 tons of cement, iron 
and general cargo for Kobe and 





NEWS OF 1HE WEEK. 
—+ 

The Kyber Pass was reopened for caravan 
traffic in the last week of December, all the 
Afridis’ positions then being in the hands of the 
British. 








The serious recrudescence of the plague is 
again paralyzing business at Bombay. The 
Bombay Races have been cancelled in conse- 
quence of the plague. The Poona Race Course 
is also forsaken, 


The charitable bequests in Great Britain for 
1897 have topped the record, totalling 
£2,000,000 ($10,000,000). Without the Wallace 
art collection bequeathed to the nation, seven 
bequests to charity aggregated £1,090,000. 


The North-China Daily News is informed 
that no money has been paid and none is likely 
to be paid on account of the Belgian Joan, and 
that the Viceroy Chih-tung is against any loan 
being made with Belgium now, and wishes to 
effect one with American capitalists, 


The conclusion of the French racing season 
for 1897 finds M. Menier, of chocolate fame, at 
the top of the list of winners, with £36,000. 
The next is the Vicomte de Harcourt, with 
£17,000. Then comes Baron Schickler, with 
415,200. Among the owners of French 
steeplechasers Mlle, Marsy, the actress, leads 
with £14,000, 


An echo of the terrible catastrophe which fell 
upon Paris last spring in the burning of the 
bazaar of the Rue Jean-Goujon, is heard in the 
announcement that the succession duties which 
have just become payable by the heirs of the 
victims have enriched the French Exchequer by 
no less a sum than 2,200,000 francs, or about 
£88,000 sterling. 


Mr. W. H. Talbot, formerly a resident of Yo 
kohama, has been dined and wined at the Shang. 
hai Club as a public farewell before his departure 
to Hongkong, where he intends opening a 
branch of the Equitable Life Assurance Society 
of New York. 


Mr.D. McNeill, Messrs. Dowdall, Hanson, 
and McNeill, of Shanghai, is relieving Mr. A 
B. Walford. Mr. Walford is engaged upon an 
important case at Honolulu, says the AMfercury, 
and expects to be absent from Japan for about 
two months. On his return Mr, McNeill will 
leave Yokohama for England, and he proposes 
to be absent from Shanghai in ail about 12 
months. 








The imaginative American special corres- 
pondent has been atit again. This time he sends 
his advices from Seattle, but the English press 
accepts them quite as guilelessly as it does a 
San Francisco yarn. He writes .—The news 
of the wealth of the Yukon Valley has excited 
interest in Japan similar to that which it has 
aroused elsewhere. It is asserted that there will 
be an exodus of fully ten thousand subjects of 
the Mikado to Alaska and the adjacent gold 
regions as soon as communication is reopened 
in spring. 





At the British Consular Court on Tuesday 
moming before James Troup, Eeq., Assistant 
Judge, William Peterson, Simon Yunalla, and 
Charles Esterman, seamen, of the steamer S/. 
Ronald, were charged withbeing absent without 
leave. Capt. W. H. Clements, the Master, said 
the men went ashore here and got drunk, the same 
as they did atevery port. The last that was seen 
of them was on Sunday, and the chief officer 
reported this to witness on Monday morning. 
Esterman and Peterson weie steady men; 
Yunalla had given a great deal of tonble, 
The prisoners stated that they had been given 
leave to go ashore ; and had exceeded it. They 
were each fined two days’ pay, and adollar and a 
half costs, 


Pope Leo XIII. has expressed his desire that 
the whole Roman Catholic world should cele. 
brate the close of the nineteenth century with 
thanksgiving and prayer. It is proposed in ac- 
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cordance with 1 ea to inaugurate a great 
spiritual retreat, a religious awakening or revi- 
val, to continue through the entire period of the 


year 1899. 


A London paper comes to the conclusion that 
it is more dangerous to be innocent in the 
United States than to be a convicted murderer, 
There were, argues the paper, forty per cent. 
fewer legal executions in the United States last 
year than lynchings. Of the men lynched, a 
much larger proportion than one in fifty was 
innocent, while not one convicted murderer in 
fifty was executed, 


The city of Florence contemplates the estab- 
lishment of a unique library : a collection of all 
the books prohibited by the Roman Catholic 
Church, A beginning has already been made, 
for Count Pietro Guicciardini has gathered most 
of the works regarding the Reformation that 
have been placed on the index. There ate over 
nine thousand of them, These books are in the 
care of the Protestant congregation in Florence, 
though they have been placed in the National 
Library. 





French shipping is slowly but steadily declin- 
ing. All the subsidies and premiums paid to 
shipowners and shipbuilders seem valueless in 
preventing this decline, which is as difficult to 
account for ag the disappearance of the Dutch 
flag from the seas during the last century, and 
the extinction of the famous American rs. 
In 1860 there were still 500 candidates for 
master’s mates, in 1890 only 125. Fewer French 
ships pass through the Suez canal than German, 
ltalian, and even Dutch. The Dutch shipping, 
in fact, shows renewed activity. 














It is interesting to note, in connection with the 
tooth voyage of the Pacific Mail Co's steamer 
City of Peking. that her commanders have been 
S. Griffin, H. G. Morse, Z. Tanner, J. Maury, 
G. G. Berry, J. M. Caverly, W. B. Seabury. D, 
E. Friele, H.C. Dearborn, R. R. Seatle, William 
Ward, and for the last eleven voyages Captain 
J. T. Smith. The chief engineers have been 
George Douglas, T. Barratt, S. W. Hauxhurst 
(the present superintendent of the company), J. 
C. Fraser, Frank Gough, J. Lynch, J. Steven. 
son, R. Forsyth, and for the last seventy-nine 
voyages Chief Engineer William McClure. 


The land is changing hands rapidly in Rassia, 
Statistics of land sales show, says the Echo, that 
in a single year 5,646,000 acres were sold, and 
of this about 2,700,000 acres passed out of the 
possession of the nobles into that of peasants, 
either individuals or co-operative associations, 
and local communes. Some purchasers were of 
the metchant class. But the important point 
is that by this continuous process the nobles are 
becoming landless, and the class of great terri- 
torial lords will soon cease to exist. The Rus- 
sian census of the present year shows that the 
population has risen to 129,000,000, and it is 
the millions who are growing yearly in im- 
portance, not the few as heretofore. 


The American Bible Society last year spent 
$192,292.32, and circulated 767,528 volumes, 
Of these, more than half, 405,000 volumes, 
were distributed in China; 50,000 in Japan; 
$7,000 in the Levant ; 60,000 in South America ; 
33,000 in Mexico and Central America ; 32,000 
im Siam and Laos; 40,000 in Russia; 20,000 
in France; 12,000 in Spain and Austria ; 10,000 
in India, and smaller numbers in Aftica, 
Micronesia, Arabia, and Korea. In accom- 
plishing this work the agents and correspon. 
dents of the sociely employed 382 men, each 
working on an average more than eight months, 
The society issued an appeal to pastors and 
others, that in the special meetings for prayer 
held early in January, due emphasie should be 
laid upon the importance of “extending the 
circulation of the Word of God among all na- 
tions during the closing years of the nineteenth 
century, and especially in those parts of the 
world where the Bible is an unknown book.” 








Early marriages are a distinctive feature of 
Hungarianlife; According to the last census 
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exactly two-thirds of the people over sixteen 
years of age were married. Second marriages 
are also very numerous. The proportion of 
marriages per 1,000 persons over fifteen years 
old, from 1888 to 1893, is reckoned at 78, 
very high figure indeed; and 40 per cent. of the 
brides are under twenty years of age. It is no- 
ticed that in this agricultural land the number 
of marriages stands in intimate connection with 
the abundance or otherwise of the crops. The 
actual birth-rate is very high as compared with 
Western Europe, and during a long period there 
has been an annual average of forty-four child- 
ren born alive to every 1,000 inhabitants. 
The greatest number is found among the Ruthe- 
nians and Serbs, who are poor and live a simple 








life; and in the country rather than in towns. 
Atevery period of life the mortality is greater 
than in Western Europe, and is especially high 
in the period of childhood. 


A telegram appearing in the Hongkong Daily 
Press gives a little further information regard- 
ing the action taken by the Straits Settle- 
ments to establish a gold standard. The 
telegram run: At a meeting of the Singa- 
pore Chamber of Commerce held to-day it 
was resolved that a two shilling gold dollar 
was desirable in the Siraits. It was further 
resolved that the Government be requested to 
take the necessary steps to give effect to the 
resoluiion, An amendment asking for further 
enquiry to be made was defeated by seventeen 
votes to fourteen. 


The appointment of General Kuropatkin to 
the Russian Minisiry of War, in succession to 
General Vannovski, is very unexpected, says the 
N.-C. Daily News, a8 he is one of the youngest 
Generals eligible for the position. He is, how- 
ever, a very able soldier, who has seen a great 
deal of war in all parts of the world. He was 
Chief of Staff to General Skobeleff in the last 
Russo-Tirkish War, was with General Skobeleff 
in Central Asia, and is now Governor-General 
of Cer A The appointment will give 
satisfaction to the younger generation of 
ry men in Russia, 
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Mr. T. W. Hellyer, in the course of an essay 
read before the Kobe Social Circle on Friday 
evening, called attention to the evils of our pre- 
sent industrial system, and sy:mpathised with 
the revolt of the people against the despotism 
of the capitalist. The time was approaching, 
he said, when most of the people would re 
cognise that their rights and liberties were 
menaced by the every-growing capitalist mono- 
polies. Mr. Hellyer announced himself, says 
the Chronicle, to be a Socialist, meaning by 
Socialism a gradual reconstruction of society 
with a view to secure a more equitable distribu 
tion of property and labour, which he further 
said was the logical outcome of the teachings of 
Christ, 


F.AG., the cheery, optimistic gossiper of 
the Kobe Chronicle, in the course of some re- 
marks on the recent highly appreciated visit 
of the Yokohama Amateurs to Kobe says :— 
“One from the north "expresses surprise that 
anybody should have had need to ask who were 
the gents with clean-shaven faces walking 
about Kobe last week. “Did they not walk in 
the middle of the road?” asked the man who 
knew them, cynically twirling one end of his 
elegant moustache ; and before I could answer 
he fired another query, “ Did you ever know 
Yokohama man who walked on the pavement? 
Come to think of it, I can’t say that I ever did. 
(The reason is very simple, we have no pave- 
ments to walk on in Yokohama). 





The Kobe Chronicle regrets to record the 
sudden death on Sunday of Mr, W. Dobbeling of 
the firm of Messrs, Faber & Voight. Mr. Dob- 
beling was at the German Club on Saturday 
evening and apparently in the enjoyment of his 
usual health. He died at 6 o'clock next morning, 
almost without any premonitory intimations. Mr, 
Débbeling, who was only in his thisty-seventh 


year, had been suffering for some ye: 
peated attacks of thegmati , 









danger was apprehended. He leaves two young 
children and a wife, for whom the deepest 
sympathy will be felt in the terrible blow which 
has fallen with such shocking suddenness. Mr. 
Débbeling first came ont to Japan thirteen or 
fourteen years ago, and joined the office of 
Messrs, Paul Heineman & Co. (now Messrs. 
Otto Reimers & Co.). He returned home after 
a residence in Japan of four or five years, and, 
after staying awhile in Germany, returned to 
Japan and joined the firm of Messrs. Faber & 
Voigt, where he has since remained. Mr. 
Débbeling was of a quiet and retiring disposi- 
ion, but he had many friends in Kobe who 
knew the genuine character underlying the un- 
assuming exterior, and who will deeply feel the 
loss sustained, 


The question of foreign competition as 
affecting the United Kingdom was dwelt upon 
by Sir J. Wolfe Barry, the president of the In- 
stitution of Civil Engineers, in distributing the 
prizes at_a London trades training school re- 
cently, He said that instead of the rails for 
many of the Indian railways belng supplied 
from Great Britain, as they had previously been 
ever since railways were constructed, they were 
now coming from America, In spite of the 
enormous distance these rails were carried, they 
were being delivered in India at lower prices 
than British manufacturers could touch. Again, 
he knew perfectly well that in London an 
enormous amount of machinery was now being 
brought from America at lower prices than 
English manufacturers could quote. Locomo- 
tives, which also used to be supplied by Great 
Britain, not only for India but for the colonies 
and foreign countries, were likewise being sent 
out from Continental workshops. Touching on 
the disputes between capital and labor, he 
argued for a more accurate view of the former, 
which, he said,, was too often regarded as con- 
sisting of money alone, whereas it represented 
the power of direction and the ability to study 
the markets of the world and to know what 
could be sold and what could not. 





We learn from Shanghai exchanges that an 
altempt at suicide was made on the afternoon 
of the 18th instant by Mr. A. T. Woodward 


of Shanghai, who recently was connected 
with some legal proceedings in the U.S. 
Consular Court in Shanghai. Mr. Wood- 


ward is reported to have gone home that 
day as usual about noon and went to his room, 
Just as the other inmates of the house were 
sitting down to tiffin they were startled by hear- 
ing three shots fired in quick succession in 
Mr. Woodward's room. A gentleman living in 
the house at once rushed up to the room and 
found that Mr. Woodward had shot himself in 
the left breast, with a small revolver, which was 
lying on the floor. Medical assistance was sum. 
moned at once and it was found that fortunately 
the man had not succeeded in injuring himself 
much, as, although two bullets had taken effect in 
the region of the heart, they had been deflected 
by the ribs and had: passed round outside to the 
back. The third shot missed its intended mark 
aud passed through the back of the chair in 
which Mr. Woodward was sitting. He was 
removed to the General Hospital and was pro- 
gressing favourably at last advices. 





The Saturday Review speaking of an address 
delivered during the recent York election by 
Lord Charles Beresford, said that it was a most 
characteristic and most excellent speech, the 
like of which could scarcely be heard outside 
Britain, full as it was of practical wisdom and 
rollicking good humour, We have all wonder- 
ed wheihera volunteer army or an army founded 
ona modified conscription would give the best 
results. Lord Charles Beresford declared in 
favour of the volunteer force, aad adduced from 
personal experience some new arguments in 
favour of it. He said “the best fighting men 
in the world were those who went into the army 
for love of fighting, the scalliwags of society. 
He hoped he should not be misunderstood if 
he put himself down as a scalliwag. As a boy 
he ajways stole the apples while the other boys 


gi (Pom, and as a young man he preferred, 





the life of the Navy or Army to any occupa- 
tion at the desk. Those were the people who 
made good soldiers and sailors.” We shrewdly 
suspect that Lord Charles Beresford is right; 
and his personal method of enforcing the argu- 
ment is apt to win all sympathies. What a 
thing it is after all to possess a temperament 
and a personality! We note too that Lord 
Charles will “ strenuously resist additional ex- 
penditure on the army till the public is sure 
of getting value for its money.” 





The Maoris of New Zealand seem to be doom- 
ed to extinction in spite of the fact that all the 
conditions surrounding them appear to be 
favourable to their survival. The quarrel between 
the races is ended, and large tracts of land are 
reserved for them. Their young men are 
educated, ninety per cent, of them being able to 
read and write. Their chiefs in many cases 
derive large incomes from rents of land and are 
represented in the Legislature. A great Maori 
college stands at Te Auti, Hawke’s Bay, and not 
8 few of the cleverer Maori youths have passed 
through the classes of the New Zealand univer- 
sity. And yet, says the Australasian Review of 
Reviews, “the Maoris, under that mysterious 
law which makes a colored race vanish before 
the breath of the all-conquering white, are pass- 
ing away.” A conference of educated Maoris 
was held a short time ago, and papers were read 
on the condition and prospects of the race. 
These are now published in pamphlet form, and 
make a very melancholy bit of literature. It is 
declared that ninety percent. of educated Maoris 
go back from their schools to inere savagery. 
The race, these representative Maoris declare, 
is lower both in morals and in vitality than it 
has ever yet been, and threatens to perish, Yet 
physically and intellectually the Maori is—or 
was—the finest coloured race in the southern 
hemisphere. 























NEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 
ye Ar Ratatat 
H.M.S. Porpose sailed “from Portsmouth for 
Sydney, to telieve the Pylades, on the 19th Dec. 


The Portuguese gunboat Liberal, which is en 
voute to Macao to relieve the Bengo, arrived at 
Colombo on the 13th January, 


Me, Hamilton King, of the State of Michigan, 
has been appointed U,S. Minister at Bangle 
succession to Mr, Barrett, Mr. King will arrive 
at Bangkok about the 1st of March, 





The steamer Charterhouse, formerly the Stentor, 
left Singapore on the 3rd inst. for Kudat direct 
with a large supply of tiles, ammunition, shells, 
&e,, for the British North Borneo Government, 





The latest news from North Borneo, says the 
Daily Press, is that Mat Salleh has been shot in 
of his legs and, like the man who would be king 
in one of Kipling's stories, has consequently lost 
faith with the natives, The information that Mat 
Salleh had been wounded and was looked upon as 
a mere man and uot a God was conveyed ina 
letter teceived by a gentleman living in Hong- 
kong. Inquiries ov the steamer Deucalion tailed 
to satisfactorily confirm the news, although the 
people on board had heard the interesting i= 
mour, We hope it is true. 


It is, the China Mat? hopes, another sign of the 
improved condition of things in the Colony, that 
the entries for the next Hongkong Jockey Club 
Race-Meeting ave neatly double in money value 
what they were last year, The amount is, this 
year, $6,275. 


1c is teported that the Kowloon Land and Build- 
ing Co. will pay a dividend of $r per share for the 
past year, ay against 80 cents, in the previous 
the Hongkong Land Investment $2 (the 
ay in the previous year), and the West Point 
$14, as against go cents in 1896. 
































A case which has been tried at Sioux City, 
Idaho, shews that it is not safe for a preacher to 
point to living and authentic * awful examples,” 
Henry Woolsey quatielled with the local branch 
of the Salvatio ny and removed his name 
from the rolls, 1 Captain” afterwards accused 
him of immorality, and urged his subordinates to 
be warned by his terrible fall. Woolsey has since 
sued he jeg ‘audyihe army jointly for $5,000 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
+- = 
FOREIGN INVESTMENTS IN JAPANESE 
SECURITIES. 


To THe Epiror OF tng “JAPAN MatL.”” 

$1r,—You have, on several occasions, called at- 
tention to the material difference in value between 
securities which mature al a fixed date and those 
which are subject to annual withdrawal at the 
option of the Government or of the companies 
which issue them, but it does not appear that the 
Japanese yet realize the extent of that difference, 
or give sufficient heed to the reasons therefor, A 
comparison of the prices of annually redeemable 
bonds, in Western countries, with those of bonds 
which expite at a specified period, will show al once 
how great a disadvantage attaches to the furmer 
class. I have before me two mortgage bonds of a 
prominent railway company in the United States, 
one of which, maturing at a definite date, was 
quoted not long ago at 25 per cent, premium; 
while the other, bearing the same interest, but 
liable to the chances of sudden redemption, sold 
at only § per cent. premium, although the full 
term of the latter, if not called in, would be ten 
years longer than that of the former. ‘The objec 
tions of European andAmerican investors to abrupt 
and unforeseen disturbances of their capital are 
very strong, even when they have every facility for 
collecting their money promptly and placing itelse- 
where; aud it is natural that they should look with 
still geeater disfavour upon bonds which are issued 
i country like Japan, and 
apparently, so deficient in many impoitant 
saleguards as those which have lately made 
their appearance here, Apart from the ques: 
tion of optional redemption, th 
features of the secutities now purchasable by 
aliens which must necessarily be unsatisfactory 
to Western capitalists, and which seem calculated 
to impair coufidence,—not in the integrity of the 
parties issuing them, but in the propriety and 
tegularity of their business methods. Inasmuch 
as it is reporied that numbers uf Japanese corpora- 
tions ate preparing for the ai 
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of foreign 
shareholders, it may be well to compare the forms 
of bonds used here at present with those of other 
localities, and to indicate in what particulars the 
Japanese documents are seriously defective, 

I take as fair samples of the best American 
Donds that are subject to annual withd:awal, 
those of the Cecilia Branch of the Louisville and 
Nashville Raiload, The conditions of the loan 
upon which investors especial ly require informa- 
tion are fully and clearly set forth on the face of 
each bond, to the following effe ct:—(1) The value 
of the bond is stated. (2) The exact date ol final 
payment (3) ‘The rate of interest is 
named, together with the exact dates on which the 
will be semi-annually paid. (4) The 
total amount of the loan is announced, and the 
mottgage security minutely described, (5) The 
provisions for annnal redemption are explicitly 
set forth, and sufficient details are given to enable 
investors to calculate approximately the sus: to be 
called in every year; the precise date of each 
withdrawal is designated, and it is expressly stipue 
lated that the tailway company shall advertise in 
newspapersat least once a week, during the three 
months immediately precedi 
the amount to be called i 
the bends which have been chosen by lot to be 
redeemed. 

Appended to the bond are coupons extending 
over the entire terms of the loan, 

On the Japanese side, [ take the two bonds 
most familiar to for pose cf the War 
Loan and the Tokyo City I Ou the face af 
these a brief and exuiemely meagre explanatory 
statement appears in Japanese, On the reverse 
a statement in English is given, which, though 
considerably fuller than that in the uative longue, 
affords very little of the information which a pu 
chaser would naturally expect. Comparing the 
items with those cited above, I find these results, 
(1) The value of the bond—that is to say, the ins 
debtedness which it represents, is declared. (2) 
The exact date of final payme: 4 named, it 


is given. 





interest 



































Sol 





being stated only that the loans will be wholly 
redeemed within a certain number of years, 1 
ion this because there ate 

which indicate that the loans may perhaps be 
tedeemed much earlier than the limit thus vaguely 
suggested. (3) The rate of interest is designated, 
but the exact dates on which interest will be paid 
is not fixed. One security says it shall be paid 
during,” the other “in,” the sixth and twellth 
months of each year, instead of on the first days of 
those months. I donot pretend to say what the 
entions of the authorities may be, but this pro= 
vision allows them the ‘privilege of deferring pay- 
ment twenty-nine or thirty days afer it ought 
to be forthcoming, if such is their desire. (4) The 
total amount of the loan does not «ppear in either 
set of bonds, nor is any guarantee of security de- 
clared, When bonds ave issued by the gover 
ment of a nation, it may be that uo guarantee is 
exacted; but I believe it is commonly set forth in 
the case of a municipal loan. (5) The arrange- 
ments for annual redemption are very imperfectly 
described, affording no basis for estimating the 
amount to be petiodically retired, and giving no 
assurance of proper notification tothe bond-holder 
Instead of a pledge that the bonds called in shall 
be paid for on a specified date and that the 
bers drawn by lot shall be publicly advertised once 
a week for a prtiod of three months preceding the 
liquidation, nothing more definite is announced 
than that, in the case of the Tokyo City Loan, the 
principal will be redeemed by means of annual 
drawings; and in the case of the War Loan, that 
“drawing shall take place at the Nippon Ginko, 
and after the diawing, the marks, oumbers, deno 
minations and amountol the bonds so drawn shall 
be advertised in the Oficial Gazette or news- 
pers.” No time is assigned in either case, and 
investors are expected to be satisfied with intelli« 
gence so restricted and indefinite as to afford them 
to means of insuring themselves against possible 
serious losses. I shall presently show, indeed, that 
the practice thus far followed has been not only to 
tender these losses possible, but to make then toa 
considerable extent certain and inevitable. 

With regard to the coupons, examination shows 
that while the full number is apperdedte the Tokyo 
City bonds, there is a preat deficiency in those of 
the War Loan, Each of these latter bonds should 
carry with it one hundred and ten coupons, beg 
ing with December, 1895, and ending with Ju 
1950,—a term of filty five-years, [It ca 
fact, only forty coupons, extending to June, 1915, 
and leaving thirty-five years unprovided tor. 
Whether this signifies, or uot, thatthe Govern= 
ment contemplates the possibility of cancelling the 
eistive loan within twenty years instead of filty- 
five, as ostensibly announced, is a question for 
financiers to consider. Ti no such idea is enter 
tained, aud if any of the bonds continue to be held 
in distant counties after 1915, the missing con- 
pons can hardly be made good without great ins 
convenience to all concerned. 

So much for the unsatisfactory characteristics of 
the Japanese bonds, and their failure to meet 
requirements which foreigners are not accustomed 
to disregard, I have now to speak of the manner 
in which the business of redemption is conducted 
here—by a process so louse and careless as 
to make investment actually unsafe, in some 
respects. The timefor calling in War Loan bonds 
has not yet arrived, and [ con self to the 
practice adopted with the Tokyo City Loan. 

[have alluded to the absence of all information, 
in the wording of the bonds, with regard to the 
precise dates uf calling in, ‘The only reference 
lo the subject isin this sentence:—" The principal 
of the said public lvan will be wholly redeemed 
within thirty-three years from the twenty-ninth 
year of Meiji, by means of drawings.” No i 
Limation as 10 when or where the drawings will 
take place, or how the bond-iolders may learn of 
them, is anywhere conveyed, Being interested 
to the extent of a small investment, aud observing, 
first, that the twenly-ninth year of Meiji (1896) 
was mentioned, and, next, thatthe s cover 
ed a period of thirty-three years from the twenty- 
ninth, including that year, [ concladed that the 
drawings would begin in 1896, and endeavoured 
to make sure of the matter by ng at the 
bank which is understood to have these particular 
bonds in charge. But vothing definite could be 
leaned from that source, and the opinion was 
expressed that there would be no redemption until 
the following year. On presenting the coupons 
for payment, in December, [asked again, and 
way told that ao notification had yet appeared. 
Six months later, [presented the coupons of June, 
1897, which were promptly cashed; but in the 
couse ofa lew weeks I was called upon to refund 
the amount of seven coupons, which, it then appear= 
ed, belonged to bonds which had actually been 

it the previous December, presumably 
after [had endeayonred to ascertain the facts, Asa 


e 

























































































































































UNIV 














principal of the sev 
lain idle for more than half a year. I do not 
blame anybody for that lapse. An advertisement 
may have been published, and might have been 
found, by diligent search, though T could not hear 
of it, Trelate the circumstance as showing how 
Titile pains were taken, in £896, to enable investors 
to protect themselves fram loss. If the bank clerks 
most ueaily concerned remained in ignorance of 
what had been done for half a year or more, there 
was little likelihood that the general public could 
be enlightened. 
Determined to e: 








se greater caution in 18075 
T caused frequent ies to be made at the bank 
in question, without arriving al any result until the 
month of December was well advanced. By this 
time, the employés were pretty thoroughly con- 
ed there would be no redemption that year, at 
any rate, but with the most cheerful readiness to 
oblige, they continued the search, and were re- 
warded, about the 17th of December, by the dis- 

ement in the Oficial Gasedte 
giving alist of bonds just called ine I then found 
that exactly the same amount of my investment 
had been withdrawn as in the preceding year. If 
I had not persevered against what seemed a more 
trustworthy judgment than my own, I should again 
have suffered a considerable loss, But that is @ 

























point of uo public importance. What | do 
consider importa the extraordinary fact 
that the official ‘ion was made more 





than half a mouth after it should have been, 
so that the sacrifice of that amount of interest 
was positively forced upon the holders of the 
cancelled bonds. ‘Their income ceased with the 
Sst of December, and they were not allowed to 
know it until after the 15th, To small investors, 
such a deprivation might be a severe hardship ; 
yet they would have no redress. It is wot prob- 
able that large investors would patiently submit to 
such a proceeding. It would be interesting to 
watch the consequences, if the potent foreign pu 
chasers of the forty 1 15 worth of War Loan 
bonds should ever find themselves damaged by 
similar negligence. 

There is yet one mote feature of the redemp- 
tion business that demands notice. Thatall bonds 
should be withdrawn by lot, and in no other way, 
is a proposition so self-evident as to forbid 
discussion. Only by leaving the selection 
chance can anything like justice or faire: 
maintained. In_ the natural order of things, the 
first purchases of bonds are made in blocks; but 
the idea of retiving them in blocks is contrary to 
all established usage. Are the bonds of the Tokyo 
City Loan drawn by lot? My own experience,— 
aad of course I have nothing else to go by—leads 
ie to apprehend the contrary. Of the seven be- 
Tonging to me which were redeemed in 1896, five 
bore consecutive numbers, Of those called 1 last 
year thee bore consecutive numbers, Is such 
a thing possible, except on the supposition 
that the selections were acbitiary, and that 
chance had nothing to do with them? When 
a person buys redeemable bonds, he accepts the 
risk of losing a teasonable proportion of them an- 
nally ; but to be deprived of @ continuous series, 
all in a lump, is what vo investor bargains for, or 
considers. treatment, 

Iris, Ltrust, unnecessary to say that this letter is 
written without the slightest intention of discredit 
ing the soundness of Japanese secu ities or aitei- 
huting any unworthy motive to those who control 
them. Nott Id be farther fram my thoughts. 
But it seems probable that in issuing bonds for the 
first time ona large scale, the necessity of follow. 
ing judicious examples has been overlooked, and 
due pains have not been taken to obsetve the 
precautions which would command confidence and 
trspect. As the MaiZ has pointed out, foreigners 
will not, as atule, take kindly to redeemable bonds; 
but even il tempted by high interest to invest in 
such, they certainly will not purchase unless pro- 
peily advised as to what they are doing, and 
provided with incontestable guarantees against the 
losses which ace inflicted upon the present holders 
s. Ifthe Japanese wish to attract capital 
by floating loans abroad, they must conform to the 
practice of western countries, not only making their 
bonds intelligible and thoroughly explanatory, 
so that every reader may clearly understand their 
purpose aud value,® but in conducting every de+ 
tail of the business with such rigorous exactitude 
and fidelity that no shadow of distrustful criticism 
can ever fall upon it. 


A LEARNER BY EXPERIENCE. 
Yokohama, Jan. 19th, 1898. 











































































ouzht, perhaps, to add that the War Loan Bonds mention 
that for other particulars the Consolidated Public Loan Re- 








gulations promnigated in 1886 may be referred to,” This, how: 
ever, isnot what is needed, ‘The bonds should tell their own 
story, and certify to their t ue charscter. 

‘The Tokyo City bonds contain no suggestion ex to other 
spueces of information, 








Jan. 29, 1898.) 
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THE DEBATE. 


‘To rae Epitor or tue “Japan Mair.” 

Sir,—It was my privilege to hear the debate 
between Mr, Takahashi, Editor of the Fapan 

or of the Shepherd's 
isianity isa ghost of 
superstition.” The debate extended through three 
sessions, the first two sessions occupying the after- 
noon and evening of the 171h, and the last, the 
ng of the 19th of January, 

Itis hardly necessary that a review of the argue 
ments be made here, because they will probably 
appear in the two papers above mentioned, a 
little later, I limit myself, therefore, to sume 
ng the debate. 
ly is a remarkable thing that avdebate 
id should be held in a foreign tongue 
before a Japanese audience. Unless it be India, I 
suppose there is no other country where such a 
debate would be understood, 

But it was also remarkable that so many, espe 
cially of the n ous student class, should attend 
this debate in English, and by showing anapprecia- 
tion of the good points, indicate that those points 
were generally understood, At the First session 
the large hall of the Imperial Educational Society 
was full, perhaps not less than seven hundred 
being present 

It was also remarkable that this large audience 
was a model of attention and good order. The 
writer has never witnessed a better behaved audi+ 
ence. One might have expected that something of 



















everal impressions concern 
Pp 
Tt certai 



































the Yamato damashii would crop out, but there 
Mr. Takahashi was repeatedly 
Snodgrass. 

people argue politics 
This de- 
ng to 


was none of it. 
applauded, but so was Mr. 

Tris p ial that wher 
and religion they are won't to get mad 
bate was remarkable that from its beg 
end the two speakers were entirely co 
\d neither of them at any je showed a trace of 
temper. 

But as to the geneval merits of the debate the 
writer thinks it remarkable that Mr, Takahashi 
at no time made any attack on what Christi 
|. The existence of God, 
divinity of Christ, the veality of the cesuir 
doctiines of the utmost importance, were 
directly nor indivectly attacked. 
the affirmative Mr. Snodgrass clearly painted out. 
One time Mr. ‘| hashi seemed to reler to Free- 
masoury, nlentioning the square and compass es+ 
pecially as objects of reverence, thus confusing 
Freemasonry with Christianity. 

Mr. Kkabashi’s definition of a Church as an 
organization whose purpose is to hive an eloquent 
preacher, fine singers and other appurtenances for 
the purpose of drawing actowd, the purpose of the 
crowd being to make gifts to the Church, will 
doubtless use some to wonder whether Mr. 
Takahashi understands the genius of Christianity, 
‘The great purpose of the Church as an ong 
for teaching the truths which Ch 
am ‘of producing faith 
forgiveness of sin and a holy life—this on 
have received some attention, But really, in the 
writer's opi there is no solid foundation for 
nfidelity to rest on, and perhaps Mi. Takahashi 
did as well for that side as it is possible to The 
debate doubtless might have been better on both 
sides: But as it was, it was nevertheless a great 
succe: 

Yours truly, A. D,. WOODWORTH. 


January agth, 1898. 


THE GRAND HOTEL, LIMITED. 
——_——+. 

‘The 17th semi-annual ordinary general meeting 
of the Yokohama G:and Hotel Company was held 
on Monday afternoon at the hotel, The Chaiiman 
of the Board of Directors (Mr. J. F. Lowder) pre- 
sided, and there were also present Dr. C. H. H. 
Hall, Mr. R. Howie, Mc. B.C. Howard, Mr. C 
K. M, Mar Paymaster McDonald, Cap 
Swain, Mi. James Walter, and Mr. J. To 
(Secretary). 

The report and statement of accounts were as 
follows :— 
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REPORT. 
The Profit and Loss Account, and Statement of 
Assets and Liabilities for the half-year ended the 3st 
December, 1807, accompany this Report 
“The net profit forthe half year, including 
halance brought forward from’ the jot 
June, 1897, and after providing for general 
Directors’ and Auditer’s fees 














expenses, 
interest, and depreciation, and after writing 
off bad debts, amounts to 23,853.29 
which it is proposed to apply 
In payment of a dividend of 9 per cent. 
for the hali-year +4 224500:00 
Balance to new Account Sy Hays3+29 
yen 23)853-29 











Acting on the suggestion made by a Share- 
holder at the last ordinary General Meeting, 
the Directors have procured the opinion 
of an expert as to the selling market value of 
the ground comorised in Lo's Nos 18, 19, 
and 20 on which the Hotel stands: it is 
estimated at yer 45,000, 

Opportunity was at the same time taken 
to have the buildings and furniture valued, 
with the following results 

buildings and improvements, exclusive 
‘of chimney and electric light plant “yen 170,000.00 

Furniture, plate, linen, &c, exclusive 
of electric’ light’ fittings. and steam- 
heating apparatus i 

Your Direc'ors 
to write off liberal 
ward a large sum, senesented by 
call ita Reserve;fund. They consider t! 
the sole duty of an asset is to meet liabili- 
ties » and that if it cannot fulfil that func- 
tion, it is a mere paper asset, and of no 
account, and that the sooner it is got rid 
of the better. 

It is proposed that the dividend shall be payable on the 
ayth day of January, when the warrants will be issued. 
|. F. LOWDE! = . 
Janes WALTER, } DiRecroRs, 


Yokohama, 1th January, 189g. 




































STATEMENT OF ASHE 





AND LIABILITIES ON DEC. 3187, 1897. 
Assets, 
Chartered Bank of 1. A. and ( hins 
Cash in hend, 
Kire Insurance Policies 
isd, Value Oct. 1893 
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iding 
Furniture ( 
Electric Light Plant 
Steam Launch 

Wines in Stock 
Provisions iv Stock 
Bills receivable 

























Liabitities, 
‘Stock, 4500 Shares, at $200 e 
Debentures, yo at soc 
Bills payable... 





PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT—DECRMIER 3: 





To General Expense 
a» Elie Insurance 





t» Bad Debts written off 
Balance, Gross Profit : 
Less written off for Depreciation of 












Steam Launch se me vn ane 4066.8; 
Lane weitien of for Depreciation ot "S47 
Electric-Light Plant 3,397.68 
11,732.99 

Y. 16,106, 





Balance available for Division ; 
Dividend 9 per cent.. 
Carried forward to new a/c. 





$09.00 
353-29 


y. 





$53.99 ¥+ 39,979.77 V- 351979 77 


9.309 32 





re 


By Falance, brought forward from 
1» Working Account 
tr Rent Account 








E & O.F, 


War 
MM 





Thave examined the foregoing account 
with the vouchers of tl.e Company and certify th 
©. Km, Auditor. 

Yokohama, 





wary roth, 1898, 





In commenting on the report the Cha 
the Company had now entered on the 1 year 
of its existence, and the return of Mr. McDonald, 
whom they were all glad to welcome back (o 
Yokohama, teminded him (the Chairman) of the 
first conception of the Company. Three gentle. 
men—Mr. J. R. Morse, Mr. McDonald, and 
self—nently nine yeas ago had the tem 
y 10 express a very confident opinion that 
the Grand Hotel as it then stood was worth 
investment of a quatier of a million dollars, 
that the whole of that money could be raised 
Yokohama. ‘The suggestion was met with dei 
and at failuve was predicted f 
aimed at placing the hotel on 
Well, despite all this it did wot 
Within twenty-four hours the 
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its present basis, 
fail—(Hear, hea 
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whole of the capital was subscribed ; the shares 





ium, and th 
ince. 


y had remained ata 
Every ove who ventured 





premium ever 
100 dollars received more than 120 in dividends, 
and his 100 dollars share was now worth 200 to 250 











dollar, He thought that was a fair vecord for less 
thaw nine years of lile. And he thought, also, 
that the figwes before them told her tale, 





He thought they showed that the company was 





'y Google 





still successfully 
its guests. ‘The hotel 


satisfying the requirements of 
all 


was too well known 








over the world to need advertixement. Like good 
wine it needed no bush, But he might reco: 
mend, perhaps with a little verbal alterati 
any establishinent that did vequire a 
scription of whch a lady told him the other day and 
which was, he believed, displayed over an hotel at 
Tokyo, Itvead: We wash our customers in 
the latest and most approved style. ladies three 
dollars 1003 gentlemen 2} dollas."—(Langhter). 

Mr. Howis formally moved the adoption of the 
report and balance-sheet, 

Mc. McDonatp seconded, 
was carried. 

‘The meeting then terminated, 
afterwards holding a private sitti 
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d the proposition 





the directors 




















FOOTBALL. 
pee SE eee 
YOKOHAMA ¥, “ OLYMPIA.” 

A match was played on Wednesday alternoon 
between Yokohama and a team representing the 
U.S. Flagship Olympia. A strong wind was blow- 
ing from the north end, and Yokohama, losing the 
toss, had to play the first half in the teeth of the 
breeze. Consequently most of the time they were 
compelled to act on the defensive, though half way 
Unough Edwards made a capital shot for goal, and 
the point was only saved by O’Malley’s smart play. 
Just before the close the Blurcjackets forwards 
Bot possession, and Hellings scored. On the ve- 
sumption Kilby, senior, who had heen in goxl, was 
transferred to the forward line, and there he did 
some very useful work, ‘The home team with the 
wind in theie favour were not long 
Edwards doing the needful, Soon alter Di 
again scored, and Edwards just afterwards sent 
the ball through from a neat pass by A. M. Wait, 
The visiters were near scoring, but Kilby jun, 
saved, The home team again passed and a shot 
at goal struck the crass has, and rebounded to 
Edwards, who seat it through, ‘I'he whistle blew 
with the score :— 









































Yokohama... 4 goals | “Olympia... 1 goal 
Teams :—Yokohama ; Kilby jan, goal; Forrest 

and Pearson, half-backs ; Hayward, Scott. and 

Clarke, half-backs; Watt, Dun yd, Edwards, 





Kahn, and Kilby sen. forwards. 

“Olympia”; O'Malley goal; Reynolds and 
Martin backs; O'Neil, Sweeney,* aud Forrow, 
alf backs; Dunn, Blanchard, Hellings, Hunter, 
nd Mitchell forwards. 











GERMAN NOTES. 
ce wea 

“The beggars of Beilin,” says the Post 

“Uneaten to strike, unless they get better pay 

herealter."—Now is this a joke ? 












The decisive action of the Germa 
in Hayti and China, has met 
proval throughout the Ger 


Government 
ith general ap- 
an nati 








The Catholic, or Central party, seem rather per 
plexed as to what course to take with regard to 
the proposed increase of the German navy. Heres 
lofore they strenuously opposed, in the Reichstag, 
the Government ; 

















Proposition, and plainly in 

timated, that they could never agier to a mate- 
al increase of the German navy. The powerful 
however, wi Government has 





accorded their mission in China, has created a 
strong te-actionary sentiment, particularly among 
German Catholics, and their party in the Reich: 
stag can scarcely do otherwise now than vote for 
the proposed inctease 

















Herr Emanuel Lasker, the noted Chess player, 
recently mati ted at the Beilin University. 1 
is said that tered with the object of passing 
a thorough couse in mathem: and attaining 
adoctor’s degree. Heir Lasker was a student at 
the University some years ago. 


The Berlin Echo says :—The Germany in Manila 
are vot only anxiously awaiting the arrival of theie 
ul, De. Kriiger, tut also desiie to see a 
war for the protection of their i 
terests in view of the disturbed condition of th 
























Considerable interest is manifested in Germany 
with regard to the present conflict between 
Germans and Czechs in Austria. It goes with 
saying, that the sympathies of the Germans is 
with their German brethren in the neighbouring. 
empire. On the whole they have remained calm 
enough, so far, but recent events in Austria tend 
to make them Pan-Germanistic and the moves 
ment can scarcely be arrested. Tt must bea 
knowledged, however, that the German Gaver 
ment does not encourage the sympathies of its 
people for the Austro-Ger mans. 


























‘The Hamburger Korrespondent, iv av atticle on 
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the Dreyfus case, takes occasion to point to the 
marked difference in the attitude of the great 
majority of the French toward Dreyius, on the 
one hand, and that of the Alsatians on the other. 
True, Dreyfus hails from Alsace, but as he is of 
Jewish extraction the Alsatians have no person 
terest in the man, and yet they clamour fora new 
trial, while the French, as a whole, stoutly oppose 
it. The French are first of all concerned about the 
glory of the nation and the army; nothing must 
Be done which might in any way reflect on either. 
The Alsatians on the other hand, i that 
justice should be done to every man, and that no 
innocent being should suffer. “This is characteris-- 
tic of the two peoples. ‘A few days ago,” says 
the Korrespondent, ‘tthe whole Parisian press was 
up in arms because the ex Italian Premier said, 
*The inhabitants of Alsace are Germans.’ Who 
» the world dare say such a thing? Have not the 
Alsatians in a thousand ways demonstrated that 
they are French? To-day the same press is 
singing a very different song. The Dreyfus aff 
has caused a marvellous change of sentiment, 










































it 
is clear that the French and the Alsatians are 


neither of one heart nor one mind, It has always 
been so, votwithstanding pretensions to the con- 
trary. Far a time, the people of Alsace sympa- 
thised with France, politically, but in Germany it 
is well known that the whole middle class, the 
wealthy included, were leaning toward Germany. 
‘The mass of the people evince no particular inter- 
estin France, The pra-Brench Alsatians of 1871 
sold theit property and immigrated. The ties of 
relationship among this class were not very sirong 
and thus intercourse between them aud those left 
behind was of comparatively short duration, 
Meanwhile the people of Alsace have awakened 
to the fact that they are part and parcel of the 
good old German stock, and again begin to feel 
themselves one with the German nation. In places 
like Tiann, Metzeral, Colmar, Miinster, and other 
towns, formerly supposed to be the hot-beds of 
so-called “protesters,” there are now thriving 
German societies, military unions, &c., to which 
many native sous of Alsace belong and in which 
they take an active part, As for those that have 
gone over to Fiance, it matters livle how much 
they pretend to be French, numerous incidents, and 
the Dreyfus affair in particular, have demonsttat- 
ed that they are not Brench at heart, Quly the 
glory wound around the lust provinces, tweuty- 
six years ago, lad for # time screened the indeli- 
ble race differences of the two peoples.” 













































JFAPAN SINCE THE WAR. 
- = 
‘Tae ‘Teuaty-Port Resipent. 

In writing for readers in Britain. it is difficult to 
convey a just impression of a Treaty-port com- 
munity in Japan, The subject has been dealt 
with often before : sometimes the mode of life has 
been idealised, and sometimes roundly abused. It 
is all very well to say that the foreign community 
in Yokohama, for instance, consists of so many 
British, so many French, so mauy Germans, &c- 
That is true enough, but it fails to convey the right 
impression of the community ; for these British, 
ch, and Germans do not altogether resemble 
fellow-counteymen at home. Of course, they 
have retained their wationality; but while they 
have acquired nore of the methods or habits of 
the people of the country of their adoption, they 
have undergone a change—a change of individu 
ality, a change of tone. I do not wish to infer 
that they have deteriorated in any way, for it is 
quite certain that many who came ont here in bum 
ble ositions have not merely made money, but 
have imbibed most of their education since they 
arrived in Japan, and have acquired such polish 
of manner as they now possess by rubbing should- 
ers with those who came out before them. And 
there are id the Treaty-ports honourable 
and intelligent men, but they have all undergone a 
change. It is frequently said in Britain, speaking 
of aman living in a ‘Treaty-port who is found to 
have changed his style when he revisits his coun 
try =" Oh he has been in Japan so long that he 
has practically become a Japanese!” But this is 
quite a mistuke, for though he has lived in a place 
which, geographically speaking, is part of Japan, 
he might almost as well have Leen living in Peck- 
hamerye as far as his having been in touch with 
the Japanese is concerned. It is genevally admit- 
ted that travel opens men’s minds, and the tesident 
here often assumes that because he is living a long 
way from home he must be a great traveller; but 
asacule he isnot, and his mind runs in narrow 
grooves. He is apt to look down saiher on the! 
Opinions of the unsophisticated man who, having 
visited a variety of counteies besides his own, is in 
a better position than he to form a comparison be- 
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tween Japan and other counties, ‘The great dif- 
fevence between the British in the Tveaty-port and 
the British at home is that the mind of the former is 
toa great extent narrowed by continually living 
among a small knot of people knowing all about 
each other's affairs, and especially all about each 
other’s failings, Speaking generally, the Treaty- 
port resident is a man who has passed most of his 
life in Japan at all events, withouta real struggle, 
for one can live well ov a sinall sum, and one can 
be quite poor in comparative comfort. ‘The great 
defect in Treaty-port society, from the point of 
view of the stranger, is the want of men of the 
world. ‘There are plenty of good men, kind men, 
educated men’, intelligent men, but there are few 
who have open minds, 

‘The foreigner living in Japan proper is an en- 
tively different. stamp of person from his com- 
patriot in the Treaty-port, He is broader in his 
views, and in himself, though not in his surround. 
ings, more like a native of his own county. I 
have often wondered how, if an earthquake or 
tidal wave were to swallow up Yokohama, aud the 
Japanese Government were to send a request to 
Britain to replace the British residents destroyed 
1 the catastrophe by a selection of new people 
destined alter a time to develop into a community 
az neatly as possible like the previous one, such a 
list should be made up. A man who has had a 
great opportunity of judging gave me the following 
pro formd specification of requirements :—Men 
of acertain social and financial standing, 3 per 
younger sons of rather good people, 5 per 
cent.; middle-class mens 25 per cent. ;lawer mide 
dle-class men, 55 per cent; hangers-on and dis- 
teputable men, 12 per cent. ; aud ladies in propor 
tion to, and to accord with, the above classes, 
The relative social standing of the people when 
they leave this country for Japan, however, is an 
uncertain criterion as to their eventual positions in 
Treaty-poit circles, For, as in British Colonies, 
you often ran across men who are ot have been 
gentlemen occupying humble situations, and 
wealihy squatters and politicians who can barely 
put pen to paper; so you find that many of the 
most influential and cich of the Teatysport resi 
dents are quite uneducated or self-educated men, 
and vice versa. 

The Treaty-port tesident is essentially a man 
who iy sorry far himself, and an outsider may be 
excused for failing to understand why, He tells 
you that he is ushappy, because Japan is a hor- 
tible country to live in.” But to all intents aud 
purposes be does vot live in Japan. He lives 
in anatrow circle of his own creation, beyond 
which he refuses to move, He tells you that he 
But he does 
them, so this should not ineon- 
He says that there is no money to 
de in the country, but lie lives in a fine 
house, and gives you a good dinner. He says 
that the Japanese coolies are rough and rude and 
dangerous to people going about amoug-ihem, 
But his wife and daughters roam freely all over 
the town on foot, on bicycles, and in sikishas, 
unprotected and unmolested. The fact of the 
matter is that the ‘Treaty-port resident does not 
know how extremely well off he is, he does not 
tealise his own happiness, and this has made him 
unhappy. Itis true that the man who has been 
used to London and country house Society, and 
who has au income that will enable him to follow 
it, is not likely to find much that will amuse him 
for long in Yokohama, Nor should the place 
offer many lasting attractions to the steady-going 
family man who has sufficient means to com- 
fortably support his household at home. But 
to the young mao belonging to that class which 
in London is known as “something in the City.” 
who is fairly steady, tolerably intelligent, and 
wishes to have rather more relaxation, and 
at the same time some prospect of reasonable 
advancement, the Treaty-ports of Japan, pro 
vided he can get a fixed appointment for a 
year or two on coming out, should be as good 
a field ashe is likely to find anywhere. The 
young Cily clerk, who has from £60 to £100 a 
year, with a possible prospect of quadrupling that 
figure alter 10 or 15 years’ drudgery, and who 
spends the greater part of his leisure tine going to 
and [ro on the ‘bus between his lodgings and his 
office, with four or five Bank Holidays, and a fort- 
night at the seaside every year, would find that 
out here he could, with luck, & once treble his 
salary, double his holidays, shorten his hous of 
work, and go what limited pace there isto go in a 
Trealy-port reasonably, and with comfort on his 
money. ‘The “man-aboutdown” in Yokohama, 
indeed, belongs to the clubs, gets as much yacht. 
ing, tennis, billiards, bathing, bicycling, dining 
out, and dissipation ay he requires ; a considerable 
amount of vi dancing, cricket, baseball, con- 
certs, and penny readings, and pony iacing of a 
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sort. Some years ayo he was able to get shooting, 


but that is practically exhausted now. [have abo 
seen fishing-rods in some peaple’s houses. He can 
debate, and recite, and lecture, and sing, accord- 
ing to his fancy; and he can keep a servant, a 
dog, a bicycle, aud a piano, He can joina few 
friends in a charmingly-situated house, and live 
extremely well, And should he by any chance 
nterlard a little serious business with all this, 
and if he knows his work and does not diink to 
excess, Were is no reason why he should not even- 
tually make a remunerative position for himself. 

OF course, there is vothing of Japan in this des- 
ctiption, but there is practically nothing of Japan 

ind in the ‘Treaty-ports or in Treaty-port 
he foreigner has done away with il, and in 
ng this I do not suggest that he has made a 
bad place of it—from his point of view. But it is 
not Japan, for even those of the Japanese who live 
in the Treaty-ports have so changed their methods 
that they tio longer represent even a fairly good 
burlesque of the real Japanese. They, al all events, 
have deteriorated, botti morally and otherwise, 
except perhaps financially, In their contact with 
the foreigner they have adopted many of his bad 
and few of his good qualities, With regard lo the 
general tone of these places, I trust Iam not bu 
ing the feelings of many good people when I say 
that it is not high, [tis impossible 
so mixed that it could be otherwise. ra 
mind,however,the ingredients which go to make up 
the Treaty-port population, the general tone of the 
place is perhaps rather creditable than otherwise. 
Kverything uus in cliques, and in very accent 
ed cliques,and that which strikes the outsider more 
forcibly than anything else about the Treaty-port 
point of view, apart from the general abuse of 
Japan, is the backbiting which is displayed. Local 
journalism is generally supposed to expound or 
teflect the feeling of the people, but it is to be hop- 
ed that such is not the dase as far as Yokohama 
hnewspapets are concerned—I mean those papers 
which are written as well as edited and published in 
Yokohama. It is teue that the Yokohama resident 
is wont to boast of his entire ignorance of Japan and 
the Japanese, but most of his organs, without pro- 
fessing this ignorance, write precisely as if they 
had no knowledge of the subject. Que of the Lon- 
don j Is recently dealt with the subject. of 
‘Treaty-port journalism, and was severely criticised 
for comparing it to the French journalism in Egypt. 
I do not wis to say much on the subject, but it is 
certain that ifan English journal in Lowdon were 
to publish during a time that Great Britain was 
engaged in a serious war the sort of stuff that was 
contained in some of the Treaty-poit journals 
during the Chino-Japanese War, the premises 
would be wrecked, the paper suppressed, and it 
is difficult to say what would become of the 
people concemed in bringing it out, Tf a 
foreigner were to issue such a paper in England 
in war time he would most assmedly become a 
victim of the mob, The Japanese Government, 
however, sent a guard to protect the foreign 
people connected with these papers during the 
war. The better class Treaty-port residents te- 
cognlse the folly and possible danger in issuing 
such publications, for this sort of thing can tend 
merely to lower the prestige of the foreigner, 
and diminish his chances of living amicably 
with the Japanese after the revised Treaties come 
into force. There is plenty of scope for censure in 
the Japanese methods without resorting to the 
tactics of wholesale abuse. I ain afraid, however, 
that with one or two exceptions, the men who con 
trol these journals have not sufficient knowledge of 
the country to enable them to tackle the subject 
seriously. 

Apart from this failing, the Treaty-port resident 
is a good fellow, He is hospitable, open-hearted, 
aud often does a great deal more for his fellow 
countrymen who visit him than they deserve, He 
is nearly always in trade, and is quite up to the 
average of respectability in the way 
carries iton, He is a victim of theletter of 
duction, or * ticket for soup” as it is called, to 
a greater extent than almost anybody elsewhere. 
Doubtless this was all very well in the old days 
when visitors were comparatively tare and postal 
arrangements were defective, and the visitor could 
give some sort of guid pro quo for the hospitality 
in the way of vews fiom ome and so on. But 
now that Yokohama has become a sort of Ameti- 
can Margate, and is part of the ordinary “round”? 
of the enterprising commercial traveller; and now 
that perhaps a couple of hundred such letters find 
their way to that port every month, the Yoko- 
hama resident must have a trying time in enter- 
taining people he cannot always care about, and 
he acquits himself well. To sum matters up, the 
Treaty-port resident in Japan has nearly always a 
charming and healthy ‘climate, a beautiful coun 
try, good food, plenty of relaxation, not too much 
work, acettain amount of society, is well cared for, 































































































aud has ample money for his requirements, And 
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yet he isnot happy, Well, it is said to be the 
Englishman's privilege to grumble, and the 
‘Treaty-port resident amply avails himself of this 
privilege. Aman who has a real grievance can 
worry over it and yet bear up, but, unfortunately, 
the man who has firstlo imagine or invent a grie- 
vance, and then to worry over it, finds the double 
too much and breaks down under it, And 
this is what kills the Yokohama-man, ‘The foreign- 
ers who live in Tokyo, who mix with the Japanese, 
and who have not, for a given amount of money, 
half the comforts of life, nor a tithe of the amuse: 
ments, fom a European point of view, do not 
complain of the county. And yet the foreign 
residents in Tokyo to-day were probably used to 
more luxury at home than were most of the Treaty 
port residents before they left their native land, 
A veal grievance of the Yokohama people, 
which cannot be remedied, is that the Foreign 
Legations are all situated in Tokyo. No doubt 
Tokyo is the proper and only place for diploma- 
tic people, but it is none the less a fact that 
when the Legations are in one place and the bulk 
of the people who are under their protection are 
ther, Mey are to some extent out of touch 
with each other. For whatever the officials might 
wish to do they cannot always be away from their 
centre, wor can the people always be going to 
them. If the Legations were in Yokohama, the 
leading Treaty port, assuredly it would tend to 
raise the tone of the place, and to check to some 
extent the reckless abuse of Japan which is now so 
prominent, and is as injurious to our interests as it 
is childish. In any case it might do something to 
break through that barrier of resentment. which for 
soe ‘reason sceins to exist between the fore 











































Treaty-port resident is his ardent pate 
tue that itsometimes takes the aggressive form of 
“Down with everybody else,” but it is none the less 
ye for that. The pats m of the Treaty- 
port Englishman often takes a boisterous turn, so 
that one hardly knows whether the patriotism is a 
featue in his conviviality or the conviviality a 
feature in his patriotism, However, it is there, 
and, (0 quote a somewhat worn-out popular ditty, 
“La spite of all temptatations "—he will tell you 
that these temptations are not numerous—"'to be- 
long to other nations, he remains an Englishman,” 
Perhaps sometimes a somewhat extraor ty sort 
of Englishman=-but still an Englishman 
ing Post. 























NEWS FROM KIAOCHOU. 

eS 

(Translated from Der Ostasiatische Lioyd by the 
W.-C. Daily News.) 


Our first Cliistmas here was celebrated by 
officers and men in true German fashion, Christ- 
mas trees shone everywhere, which arrived from 
Japan jast in time for the festivities, and the su 
rounding mountains contibuled” their green 
boughs to the adoimment of the men’s room! 0 
board the vessels in the harbour the electric light 
spon the branches, aod in the c 
roups of coloured candles shed their mellow 
Each friend contributed to the other's en 
ment by giving appropriate presents, and the 
food and drink soon put everyone in a joyful 

the thoughts which on this even 
nto home and the longing for home 
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which filled each heart were stilled in the univer 





sal enjoyment, and all conuibuted to the common 
gs pleasure, 

Acknowledgment is due to the Commander of 
the squadion for bis foresight in that the steamer 
with the mails (rom home and Shanghai anived 
harbour on the afternoon of the 24th, Cougra- 
m home and Shanghai did their part 
¢ the general enjoy ment, and to drive 
zs ol sadness the letters were dis- 
the Christmas festivities come 
id they were the greatest pleasure that 
could be given, Great was the joy as it be 
known that the German ladies of East Asia, C 
and Japan had not omitted to contribute to the 
enjoyment of the festival, the first Christmas spent 
at Kiaochou Bay since the hoisting of the German 
flag on that spot, Large cases with various useful 
and acceptable gifts had been sent for the crews 
from Yokohama, Kobe, and Shanghai (from this 
latter place no less than 53 cases), all of whicl: 
were received which the greatest gratitude, They 
showed that their countyymen and brave sail: 
ors if this solitary corner of the eaith had 
hot been forgotten, and that they desired to 
spend the day with them in spirit, Though as 
yet we have not enjoyed the advantage of the 
entertainment of the German hausfraw in these 
parts we did not forget to bless Alter his 
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Majesty’s health had. bee aun ataesy 5 
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emptied to the health of the German women, and 
those who thus surprised us by theit kind gifts and 
congratulations may rest assured that their kind- 
hess to sdme of our countrymen produced a deep 
response in our hearts, and will ever render memo- 
table the Christmas spent in Kiao-chou Bay. In 
accordance with old sailor custom the decks of the 
shipping and the rooms in the camps were adorn 
ed with evergreens and floral emblems, 
Notwithstanding the ceaseless work of the 
service which has been going on for the last few 
weeks the men had executed artificial decorations 
which must have demanded weeks of toil to bring 
to perfection, These constructions, illuminated 
with the electric light, produced ‘a surprising 
effect, On one vessel we were struck with adm’ 
tion by a stately lighthouse, under which were the 
word 

















O, wie hertlich strahlt dein Licht ; 
Staten wir dich erst in sicht? 
Wilhelmshaven 
Alongside stood two figures, made of tin (the 
material being taken from old preserve tins), en- 
gaged in sawing a block of wood in two, though 
their progress in their work was not apparent to 
the eye. A windmill with mighty sails was turn: 
ing a set of chimes. Naturally, Kiaochou Bay 
provided matter for many of the representation 
One idea was that of the place a hundred years 
hence, which the technical men and mechinisis had 









most artistically worked out in groups. In 
the foreground of the Bay lay one of our 
ctuisers; behind, wooded mountains, as it 





is to be hoped they will appear a hundred 
yeas from now. Sanatoria, hotels, and simi- 
liar grand erections crowned the mountain 





“tops, up to which led well-made roads and tram- 





ways. In beautiful gardens with lakes and fount- 
ains playing were crowds of people, Another 
group in the engine-room of the ship showed the 
Natbour works completed. A beautifully made 





lighthouse illuminated, the road for the ships runs 
ning in and out of thé harbour, Numerous war 
aud merchant ships lay alongside the high quay, 
and the movement in the docks bore witness to the 
importance of the place, Work and activity were 
going on everywhere on land. The strokes of the 
hammer on the anvil raiig out ina smithy, Heavie 
ly laden trains cari ied on the traffic. Porters wor k- 
ed at the loading and unloading of the steamers, 
In the wheet-house was the picture of the new 
Alomishing town of Kiao-chou Bay, a sival of Hong- 
kong and Shanghai, Railway trains were cunning 
into the depot. On the foot-hills were rows of 
villas, hotels, Governors palace, seamen’s home, 
refuge for nuns, cathedials as atonement for ni 
dered missionaris, with parks and gardens 1 
limited. Will it really bea hundied years before 
all these fine pictures become facts ? 

Each party at the mess table had sought to rival 
the other in the beauty of their decorations, and 
paper chains, lanteds, and transparencies com- 
Lived to form a splendid ensemble. Many trans: 
parenctes were so good that it was to be regretted 
that they were only made to last so short # time, 
The portiaits of the Emperor and the Empress 
were often repeated, and ove particularly fine idea 
sprang from the genius of a man ot one of the 
ships. Patriotic and humorous proverbs were 
also introduced into the transparencies. Among 
them we read :— 




















“ We German sailors in joy or need, 

Are devoted to the Emperor, true tothe death.” 

In the East Camp the following inscription was 
set upi— 

“ We are serving tue on China’s str 

For the honow of ow Fatherland.” 


-No. 8 room in the same Camp provided a 
Ciristmas poem, which, though it wanted poetical 
form, T cannot refrain from giving my veaders, 
on account of its fine idea :— 


3, 











© The Emperor calls 
"Up, save Germany's honow !? 

Far over the seas 

A proud man-ol-war sailed, the //tis, 
But a year and five months ago, 

I: is but one day too many, 

‘There in the heavy storm 

Almost every man found death. 

‘They have proved ‘o us 

How Germans know to die. 

Bat they have left us 

Pluck, courage, and fidelity to strive for, 
‘Then true to the last breath 
They stood round their Captain, 
‘The Commander spoke out; ‘Comrades, 
We must uow end out lives, 
‘Therefore, with your last breath 
Shout to the honour of the Empero 
We too have not been ists 

We landed in Shanui 


Ie feailess aud withowt teemibling, 
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We marched though China's fields. 
So stand we now on this spot 
‘To celebrate the festival in German fashion, 


We have left all our loved 
Like the crew of the //tis 
Will we throughout life 
Give honour to the Emperor.” 
No 2 room in another camp, on the other hand, 
ives a sad pictute of our present condition :— 
“ All business is at an end, 
We could Luy no pap, 
All things are at cross purposes, 
Boxes and baskets are empty, 
Do not be sad or angry, 
Next year we shall be better off.” 
Tsingtao, 27th December, 1897, 





es athome; 











As we took our seat at the table and the feel 
became jovial, a new surprise was afforded u 
vis., the evening edition of the Kraochou Gasette, 
which was distributed for the first time. 

You may be surprised, Mr. Editor, that anybody 
besides yoursell is able to edit a German Hews 
paper a. You need not be afraid of com- 
petition with your esteemed paper, for this publi- 
cation only appears annually, and, as is advertis- 
ed, every subscriber has paid for it. Increase the 








"| civenlation of your paper as much as you can with 


paying advertisements, Demand your monthly 
dollar, and give the best you can for it. You may 
test assured that the official organ of Kiaochou 
and its environs will never call itself your competi- 
tor or diaw away your readers, or influence politics 
in opposition to your paper, which is to us the 
source of our information and education. Let 

ne tell you what a certain gentleman, who hides 
his identity under the pseudonym of Dr. N. Oer- 
gler (“ Grumbler’) dares to tell his readers in 
the leading article 

“The Taking of Kiao-clou. 
Kiao-chou, 14th November, 1897. 

“ The many sad instances of stupidity and nar- 
owness of which Germany has been the theatre 
of late years have now reached their apogee in the 
unlawful and foolish seizure of Kiao-chou. How 
often have we commented in our columns on this 
hurtful ambition, which, not satisfied with what the 
Fatherland offers, wastes its best powers abroad ? 
That colonial policy whose unworthy aims are in- 
dicated in the names of Peters, Webland, and 
Leist is now again the order of the day. Shall we 
blindly shut ou: eyes and not profit by the sad ex 
periences of otlier people? Just look at England: 
Nothing but quarrels and riots, and for this it is 
obliged to keep up a giant fleet which just repre: 
sents so much unproductive outlay. Or take Spai 
the noble, unselfish: country which is visibly being 
ruined by its colonial possessions. Or Russ 
that by means of the knout has transformed the 
wild inhabitants of the Asiatic steppes into fawn. 
ing deceitful diagon'steeth, Wehave now stepped 
fo the ring with these tivals by slily taking pos- 
session of land froma people conspicuous for its 
good conduct and simplicity, as though it were 
pap. And on what ground?" Surely you cannot 
take it ill of them that they slay afew missionaties, 



































Why did not the gentlenien stop at home where 
there is plenty for them to do? Why? we ask 
again, What, for instance, should we say if a 


Chinese were mutdered in Bavasia, and suddenly 
the Chinese fleet appeared to lay stege to Muitich 
or Wilhelmshaven ? Such an excuse is a totally 
false one, which only wants to be looked at 
for its hollowness to be exhibited, The true 
reason, as we have already said, is greed, Now 
let us see how far this greed is being satisfied. 
In the first place it is perfectly clear that neither 
England, Russia, nor France would have tolerat- 
ed our proceedings fora minute had they not been 
co ed that the land we have taken is am 
able corner, with no possibility of developmen 
and which strategically is but a sat-irap in which 
on the outhreak of war, to hold our ships prison: 
ers. We seem to have done no good in so often 
pointing out this development of militar 
purely political affairs. Now, again, numberless 
ervors come to light, Just think how our home 
ports are divested of their ships, and the 
more ships that are sent out th more do 
our enemies cub theic hands in ill-concealed 
joy at our misfortunes, like augurs before the 
offering. And should Russia say, “Get ont of 

be seen how quickly we should 
leave the place. It is true that for the moment 
they slily leave us to settle our affairs direct with 
the Son of Heaven, but it may be easily predicted 
that so open a breach of international peace will 
not be loug permitted by the worthy Chinese. 
The news has already been brought us that a 
mighty army, inspired by glowing patciotism, is 
streaming together from all corners of the im- 
measurable empire to crush the robber hordes. If 
they | (aVe Hot | eseérved any better fate according 
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to our ideas, well, we hav nanity enough to 
sound the war vote in advance, Go back while 
it is yet time, and you can get away with a whole 
skin, Videant general-consules, negiid Rubicon 
jacitcapitat / “De. N. Ocrgler.”” 
But we will extinguish this lucubration of De. 
Origler by another Latin quotat  Sapi- 
And a paper like this calls itself the 
gan of Kiao-chou and environs! Look 
al the toue displayed in its local news. We learn 
from Tsingtoukon, on the 23rd of December : 
is more than ever 
We teceive daily 
night before 





















“The salety of our town 
perilled since the occupation. 
wotse news from Kiau-chou. \ 
last the pigs ate up a live hare, notwithstanding 
the strict guard of the sentries. Yesterday in 
broad daylight a duck was drowned, Ought not 
diplomacy to intervene?” 

‘You see the spirit of the management, which is 

ing of a duck \ 






















authorities, He writes :— 

On the moraing of the 20th, on board one of 
the vessels lying in port, whilst the ducks were 
being washed on deck, a duck was washed over- 
board. It drove astern and collided unfortunately 
with the many empty ink bottles with which the 
fourth ion of the ship, and oue of the bunkers 
were filled. The valve of the pipe had been care- 
lessly left open, as is often the case with ducks, 
and so got full of water. The animal got a list 
to port of 3o degrees, so that the stathoard screw 
was out of the water, and, notwithstanding the 
attempts made to save life, it capsized in five mi- 
nutes, It appears that the fire-stations were not 
drilled as they should have been, and as the 
safety of the duck required. This accident leads 
us to be anxious about the stability of the duck. 
We look anxiously for an explanation on the part 
of the Admiralty.” 

How far behind the times this paper is may be 
seen by the paucity of its market repor 
compare with the magnificent reports wi 
your columns, the following short notice f 
Official Gasefte of Kiaochou and environs 

“ Eggs flat, cheese lively. On the 31st of De 
cember great market in Tsintouka,” 

That ts all; nothing but bad eggs. And let us 
turn to the last telegrams, — You bring us 
Reuter’s announcements, but here there is nothing 
but bare telegrams. Peki On the 23:4 of 
December it was an 

“The wie informs Peking that since yesterday 
all communication has been stopped by the inter: 
ruption caused by the war." 

It is g 





































onset in, but we know that without 
ewspaper, [i appes the rditor 
is entively with iti 











onthe way trom Shangs 
haito Kiao chou, a telegraph pole. To be given 
up at station No 17." 

Above this we find an advertisement which ap= 
pears to the same incident ; 











nasa Straits, 
ymeut of the advertising 
ses of the expedition of 





he txken away 
charges and mess 
the Kiaochou Gazette. 

Twill not trouble you with more notices of this 
paper. Your teaders will be easily cominced 
therefrom that they had much better subscribe to 
the Ostasiatische Lloyd than support this epposi- 
tion paper. 

The weather continues splendid. 
days were our good fortune for the Christmas 
feast, and were appreciated by every one. 

Tsingtao, 27th December. 








Fine sunny 











LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 


(From vue "Jarax Tow 


SIR MICHAEL HICKS BEACH'S 
SPEECH. 
PRESS OPINION. 
London, January 20. 
The press universally applauds the out- 
spoken statements of Sir Michael Hicks- 
Beach, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
in his speech at Swansea. 
CRICKET IN AUSTRALIA, 
In the match between Stoddart’s team 
and an Australian eleven at Adelaide, the 


Australians have won by an innings and 
thirteen runs, 
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ec trie that a stoppage of telegraphic | G, 


BRITISH NAVY WILL KEEP PACE. 
ENGLAND STANDS BY HER TREATY 
RIGHTS. f 
London, Jan. 22. 
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, speaking at Bristol, an- 
nounced that the Navy Estimates would 
provide for more sailors, and Britain 
would more than keep pace with the addi- 
tions to the fleets of other ‘Powers. In 
the event of the Chinese loan not being 
accomplished, England would take her 
standby her Treaty rights. 
COLONIALSECRETARY ON CRETE. 


THE IMPOTENCE OF THE EUROPEAN 
CONCERT, 

Mr. Chamberlain, addressing a meeting 
at Liverpool, regretted the discreditable 
impotence of the concert of the Powers 
in regard to Crete. He expressed the 
hope that Great Britain would not be 
compelled to take isolated action. 

BRITISH INDIAN FINANCE. 
CURRENCY BILL PASSED. 
London, Jan. 23. 

Sir James Westland’s Indian Currency 
Bill has passed with the condition that the 
Secretary of State be given the option of 
paying gold into the Treasury, provided 
that India pays an equal sum into cur- 
rency here. The Secretary of State is 
prepared to sell transfers at a price not 
exceeding 163d. per rupee. 

THE DREYFUS CASE. 
EMILE ZOLA TO BE TRIED. 

The trial of Emile Zola on the charge 
of defaming General Billot, Minister of 
War, and other generals, in connection 
with the Dreyfus affair, has been fixed for 
February 7th at the Seine Assizes, 

GERMAN OFFICIAL DISCLAIMER. 
London, Jan. 26. 

After the various interpellations in the 
Dreyfus case, the French Chamber adopted 
a vote of confidence*in the Government 
by a majority of 243. Herr von Buelow, 

erman Foreign Minister, has stated: in 
the Reichstag that Dreyfus never had the 








.| Femotest connection with German agents. 


This confirms the pelicfghat Russia is the 
Power implicated in th reyfus affair, 
THE ANGLO-CHINESE LOAN 
CONDITIONS. 
ALLEGED THREAT BY RUSSIA. 

It is stated that Russia has threatened 
reprisals if Talienwan be opened to com- 
merce. 

RUSSIA AT PORT-ARTHUR. 
BRITISH WARSHIPS ORDERED TO QUIT. 
London, Jan. 24. 

It is officially avnounced from St. Peters- 
burg that the British men-of-war have re- 
ceived orders to quit Port Arthur im- 
medjately. [Lis understood that this course 
was taken in consequence of representa- 
tions on the part of Russia, 
ANTI-SEMITIC DISTURBANCES 

FRANCE. 
FIGHTING IN THE CHAMBER. 

Anti Semitic disturbances of a serious 
nature have broken out in France. The 
scenes in the French Chamber were inde- 
scribable. Blows were freely exchanged 
and troops had to be summoned to clear 
the lobbies. 

FRENCH WARSHIPS ORDERED TO 
CHINA. 

‘The French warships Vauban and Brute 
have been ordered in China. 

THE GERMANS AT KIAO.CHOU. 

PORT TO BE OPENED TO COMMERCE. 

London, Jan. 25. 





IN 





he Times states that Germany opens 





Kiao-chou to the world’s commerce, like 
Hongkong. 
THE BRITISH WARSHIPS AT 
PORT ARTHUR. 
AN EXPLANATION, 

It is officially explained that the visit to 
and departure from Port Arthur of the 
British warships, were merely ordinary 
cruising movements. 

WRECK OF A STEAMER. 

The steamer Cromarty, bound from 
Shanghai for New York, was totally wreck- 
ed off St. Michaels on Sunday. All on 
board were saved. 

BOMBAY PLAGUE INCREASE. 

The Plague epidemic at Bombay is 
greatly on the increase. 

THE FAR EASTERN QUESTION. 

RE-ASSURING STATEMENTS. 
London, Jan. 26. 

Re-assuring statements are published 
regarding the situation in the Far East. 
No Power, it is said, contemplates the 
seizure of territory, and talk about war is 








altogether inappropriate to the situation. 
THE OCCUPATION OF KIAO-CHOU. 
“LIVE AND LET LIVE.” ” 

Herr von Buelow, German Foreign 
Minister, stated in the Reichstag that the 
economic policy in connection with the 
occupation of Kiao-chou was based on the 
principle of ‘ Live and let live.” 


ITALIAN WARSHIP ORDERED TO 
CHINA. 


The Italian cruiser Marco Polo has been 
ordered to China. 

[Twe Marco Polo is an armed cruiser of 4,583 
tons displacement. Her length is 327 feet, benm 
483 feet, Max. diaught 19.6 lp. 10,000 aud she 
was built at Castellamare in 1890 ata cost of 
£311 400. Het Speed is 19.0 and complement 
315+ 

THE GERMAN CHINA SQUADRON. 


COALING IN A BRITISH PORT. 
Jan. 27. 

The cruiser Gefion, accompanying 
Prince Henry of Prussia’s China Squad- 
ron, has returned to Perim to coal. 

RIFLE BRIGADE ORDERED TO 

MALTA. 

The Rifle Brigade from Hongkong has 
been ordered to land at Malta, 
SMUGGLING ARMS INTO MUSCAT. 

SEIZURE BY A BRITISH GUNBOAT. 

The British gunboat Lapwing has seized 
the steamer Beluchistan off Muscat, for 
attempting to land arms and munitions of 

































war. Her cargo was confiscated by the 
Consul. 
MAIL STEAMERS, 
A aoe 
To MAIL IS DUE 
From z Steamer, 
America . Delgic 
Hongkong . City of Pek ng o 
Americn iM, Peru 
Hongkong 0, & O. Co, Dor S 
Canada, ee CLUR.Co Emsof Japan Mt. Bebs ag 
Burope . ND, Loyd Hohensollem — W. ¢eb. 36 
Hongkong = P.WR.Co. Em of India tri, Feb. 04 





0 vid Honolulu on the asth inst, 

a Left Hongkong on the s6th inst, 

‘The Omi Afaru will leave Nagasaki cn th inst. 

the English Mail i SERS eee 


THE NEX’ MALL LEAVES. 






















For Steamer, Date, 
\anada, &e ce. Ching tri, Jan a8 
Shangbat NY. Saikio Mary Tu, Feb. 
Europe, v M.M.Co. Sydney W. Feb, 
P.M.00. City of Peking Sa, Feb. 
P.& 0.Co, Rohilla ‘Tu. ved. & 
Hongkong: ©. P.R.Co, Em, of Japan M. Feb. 1q 
America 0.& 0.0. Dorie ‘Tu. Feb, 15 
Hongkong. Nybyt. — Hoheuollern Bri. Reb. 8 
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CHESS. 
= 











AU Com 


‘The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek 
side, 

The ‘Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, Uchi-Saiwaiecho Itcl e (next to the Tokyo 


Club). 





ANSWERS TO CoRRESPONDENTS. 
ERS. (Hongkong).—Tuanks, will publish, 
Solution of Problem No. 354 is with-held until 
next Saturday. 


Prosium No. 356. 
By P. F, Buaxe. 
Firs: Prize Leeds Mercury Tounament. 


This problem was awarded 100 points by the 
judges. 





|e 
ae 


waite, 
White to play and mate in two moves. 


Y. C. C.—Secretary’s Hanpicar Tourney. 


As a side atteaction at the Y. C. C. a novel 
Handicap Tourney has been arranged by the 
match committee to commence forthwith, the 
details of which are as follow :—All members like- 
ly to take part in the Tourney are divided into 
five classes and the player who at the end of the 
season with the odds accorded to him, has won the 
largest number of games from the Secretary, 
will be the winner of a Tvophy offered by M+ 
Friedlander 

Class I. this Tourney (Messrs. Griffin and 
‘Tennant) are to play scratch, Class II. to ves 
the odds of Pawn and move, Class IIL, Knight, 
elc, 

ike the ‘Cleland Ladder” this Tourney is 
free from the chance of a failure through members 
not turning up atthe proper time, as has happened 
so often ot previous occasions. Nobody is bound 
toa certain time or to a fixed number of games 
Tf Awins five games out of fifty and B wins five 
games out of six, their score will be exactly even, 
the number of games w i the Secre' 
K the only consideratio 































ings regularly will, of couse, have the 
arrangement as they will play a greater 
of games and conseq 
that is just the obj; ey, to add 
more to the many inducements afforded to 1 
bers of the ¥.C. C. to frequently visit the club, 
‘The Challenge Tourney (The Laddet™) is also 
in progress and affords members an opportunity 
for improving their positions. Ouly three games 
have been played so far in the first round of the 














Championship Poursey which is to conclude at the 
end 





We would wge players to be- 

their work in earnest before the best part of 
jc time has elapsed. no good chess can 
be expected in games d through in the last 
week allowed for play. 












-Puavers oy THE Wort. 
Reichelm, in The Times, Philadelphia, estimates 
ther of Chess-players belonging to Chess 
Clubs, in Europe and America, at 481,200, ot 
round numbers, 500,000. He divides them into 
five classes, putting in Class A all those who are 
too strong to receive odds of Pawn and move from 
Lasker, as follows : 

Class A—200 player 

Class B—Pawn and move, 1,000 players. 

Class C—Pawn and two moves, 5,009 players. 

Class D—Oudds of Knight, 25,000 players. 

Class E—Rook, or weaker, 450,000 players. 

It is evident that he puts Lasker in # class by 
himself. 























The Straits Budget stated a Chess column on 
December 28h. It contained 2 twurmovers,| 
local games, and Cliess News. : 





Digitized t 


Google 
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1g the principal events in the Metropolis. 
duting December last was a fine battle between 
those two old and friendly opponents, the City of 
London and North London, with thity players a 
side, which was won by the City by 21} to 8}. 
We append one of the games which is particularly 
smart — 














Game No. 357. 
White—L. Serraillier. Black—A, C, Jackman. 
N. Condon, 











WHITE, — BLACK. WHITE. BLACK. 
iP K4 P Ky to PQS Ke Keg 
2KtKB3 K'QB3 |irBRs5 PB 
3B Ks QB3(a) | 12 PxP PxP 
4 Castles BBY | 13 R K-qch Kk B-q(d) 
5PB3 Kt K2 14 BR6ch K Kesq 
6PQ4 PxP 15 P Q6&e) K B2 
7Bxkt  KixB 16 Ke seh 
8P Ks 2 qb) (f) PxKkt 
9 PxP Kig(c) }17 Q ROzh_ Resigns(y) 
Notes, by Gunsberg. 
(a) Whenever the Queen plays to B 3 early in 





the game it is liable to be harassed by White's 
minor pieces. The move, therefore, does not 
constitute a good defence to the Ruy Lopez. 
Theory is in this instance strongly supported by 
the result of practice. 

(b) 11 Q to Kt 3. 9—P takes P, Bto K 25 10— 
PwQ5. Kito Kt sq 11—B to By, &c. Tt after 
Qo Ki 3, White plays first g—Kt to R 4, Q to 
KK 5, 10—=P to K Ki 3, &e. 

(c)_ If now B to K 2, then P to Q 5, followed by 
Pte Q6, favours White. Sull it was Black's only 
defence. 

(d) IK to Ba, 1g—Kt to K 5 ch, followed by 
IsQwRs, ge 

(e) ‘Tevsibly well played; there is no defence to 
Qto Kigch. 

(1) The artistic finish, 

{g) IK te Kreg, 0 











te in five follows. 





Fink works. 
A light game well worth playing over is given 
below. Mr. E. Thorold played the white men 








against Mr. J. Charleton with the black ones. 
WHITE. BLACK. 
1—Pto Ka 1-Pw Ky 
2—P 0 Q4 2—P takes P 
3—P ow Bg 3—P tokes P 
4B to O BY 4—P takes P 
5—Q B takes P 5-2 to K2 
6O—Ri 10 OBB o—-Ri to KB 3 
7-Qtw OB2 7—-QwQB4 
8—B to GQ K3 8—Kiw'Q B 3 
g—Casiles g—P io OK 4 
10— Ki to K B3 1o—P we QR4 
mu—PwKs n—P tw Q Kt 5 
12—P takes K Kt 12—P takes Pc 
13—Q B takes P 13-Ktto Q Kis 
Ty—-R Rw Keqeh 14 -Bto Ka 
15—R takes Bch 15—Q takes R 
10—-P takes P Resigns. 


Sunpay Curss. 

Effie: * Please, Uncle Arth 
play chess with me Uncle 
Effie! Don't you e 
“Well, we can let the 





, do come and 
Authue: Oh, 
Ws Sunday.” 









Dawcurs ov 5 

A Spauish nobleman at the Court of Philip IL. 
came home one day to his childien dissolved in 
teats:—' My dears, all is over with us; let us 
pack up and be gone, T ought to have resisted 
the temptation for your sakes, but it was beyond 











my power, I've beaten his Majesty at chess five 
games is openings were so bad T 
couldn't let him win.’ He was, of course, sent 


into exile, 


Ewp Game Stupy. 
By “C. W." of Sunbury. 


BLACK. 








wire, 
White to play and mate in twelve moves. 








117 

. Sotution. 

WHITE. Brack. 
1—K wo Ke 7 1-Rmev's 
2—Kto B7disch —. 2—-Rto Ki 7 
3—K to B6 3—R moves 
4—K to Q 6 dis ch 4—R to Ki 7 
5s—KwO5 5 —R moves 
6—K to KR 5 dis ch 6—K to Kt 7 
7—K to K 4 7—R moves 
8—KtoBgdisch  8-Rto Kr 
g—K to BS 9- R to Kt 8 (best) 


10—Kt (Kz) takes Pech 
ri—K takes P dis ch 
12—B takes R, mate 


10—R takes Kt 
11—R to Ki 7 ch 








LATEST SHIPPING. 


——_+ 
ARRIVALS. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,645, R. Swain, 
2ist Jan.,—Shanghai via ports, 15th Jau., Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

k, British steamet, 2,275, E. Datke, 22nd 

Jau.,—-New York via ports and Suez Canal 
Kobr, 20h Jan,, Geneval,—Jardine, Matheson 
& Co. 

Diomed, British steamer, 2,776, Thos. Bartlett, 
23rd Jau.,—Liverpool via ports and Kobe, 22nd 
Jan, General. —Butierfield & Swire. 

Titania, Nocwegian steamer, Tregensen, 23d 

werp via ports and Kobe, 2ist Jamey 

Samuel Samuel & C 

British steamer, 1 991, J. Panton, 24h 






























Victoria BC., and Tacoma Wash. 8b 
Jan; Mails and Geneval.—Dodwell, Cavill 
& Co 








6, 2,690, Wn. Finch, 24th 
a ports, 15th Jan, Mails 
0.8.S.C 





China, Hawaiian steani 
San Francisco, 6h Jan., N 
. M.S.S. Co. 


Lombard, British steamer, 1,658, C. W. Raison, 
261h Jan.,—Portland, Oregon, 4th Jan, Genes 
ral,—Dodwell, Caslill & Co. 

Rehilla, 


British steamer, 2,216, Lockyer, 26th 
Hongkong via ports, and Kobe, 25th 
Mails and General, 4 bi 

en, British stea 

azih Jan.,—Hongkong, 

terfield & Swir 

French steamer, 2,082, Aubert, 27th Jan, 

ts, Kobe 26th Ja ails 















seill 
and General. —M. M.S.S. Co, 


les via p 





Nestor, British steamer, 2,417, Asquith 
Jau.—London via ports, Kobe 25th 
General.— Butterfield & Swire. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003%H em y 
Pybus, 270h Hongkong via ports, Kobe 


6. 


Jan, 















26h Ja s and General.— Canadian Paci- 
fic Railway Co. 

Kamakura Maru, Steamer, 3,707, 
Trenut, 26h ash. via Kobe, 
25: G. Vusen Kaisha. 








schooner, 58, T. R. 

ut back to port, Seal- 
ing Gr 

Saikio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,652, G. W. 
Conner, 2810 | Shanghai vid ports, 2end 
Jan, Mails and | General— Nippon 
Kaisha. 





Yusen 


DEPARTURES. 
¢, British steamer, 2,036, Harty Smith, 18. 
— Hongkong via ports, Mails and General, 
—O.& O.5.S. Co. 
City of Rio de Fanciro, A 
Win. Ward, 18th J 
and General,—P, M. re 
Ching Wo, British’ steamer, 2,517, H. C. Hanis, 
18th Jan.—London viaports, General.—W. M 
S:rachan & Co. 
Hector, British steamer, 3 005, John Bare, tgth 
London via ports, Genetal—Butter field 
& Swire. 
Hohexsollern, German steamer, 1,376, H. Bleeker, 
22nd Jan.,—Hongkong via Kobe and Nage- 
fails and General.—H. Ahrens & Co, 





+ steamer, 2,246, 
ncisce, Mails 


























Matsushima Kan (28), J spanese steel coast defence 
vessel, 4 277, Capt. R, Sawa, 2tst Jan.,—Voko- 
suka. 

Inaba Maru, Japanese steamer, 3 800, C. Bai 
bridge, 22nd) Jan,,— d Antwerp vi 
ports, Mails ‘and G: Nippon Yusen 
Kais! 

Yarra, F steamer, 2,084, Le Coispellier, 231d 
Jan,—Marseilles via ports, Mails and General. 

—M.M.SS Co. 

Norman Isles, Nowwe 
23d Jan.— Kuch 
ol 























n steamer, 2,180, Hansen, 
polsu, Ballast. — Standard 





Radnorshire, British steamer, 1,889, V. 
Jan —Kobe, 


yuyan, 22ud 
uel Co. 











riginal from 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 


URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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sh steamer, 1,689, A. Gow, 231d | kong via ports:—Mr. J N. von Rinbergen, ‘ ee 
B.C., and Tacoma, Wash.,| Mis. W. R. Beonett, Misses Hoar (2), Ms. Alb.| tus 15 24. : 
al.—Dodwell Carlill & Co. | Holt and Mes, H. Pinckney, Mr. and] jan if ah 
Kobe\Maru, Japanese sieamer, 1,645, R. Swain, | Mrs. ren, Me. 1. Bu Nos. 32, Doubles ABoste sakoee 
26th —Shanghai via ports, Mails and|and son, » Mr. M. Matsi Mis. as Dosbles arecdetecte 
ppon Yusen Kaisha. De, M. Otsulei, and Me. A. Gowstowski, in 61 uote 61.00 
Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Truebridge,|1 European in steerage, and 1 Japanese & 4 Ch 75.0010 77.00 
26th Jan,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and|nese on deck. 99-00 to 100 00 
General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. Per Japanese steamer Inaba Maru, for London apatite nes 
Polyphemus, British steamer, 1,747, Goodwin, 27th | via ports :-—Capts Y, Shimazaki, Commander M. Bien tay keen: 
Tame —London via ports, General,—Butterfield | Sendo, Commander I. Yainazumi, Commander S 
& Swire. M. Kaburaki, Iuspector Takabe, Lieut, S. Tochi« ‘jae 


Trene, German steamer, 2,145, Schneder, 27th 
Jan.,—Havre and Hamburg via ports, General. 
—Simon Evers & Co, 

Silver Fleece, American schooner, 58, T. R. 
‘Thompson, 27th Jan.,—North Pacific Ocean, 
Sealing Gear—Johu Kernan, 

sleamer, 2,600, W. B. Seabur 

—Hongkong via ports, Mails a 

P.M. S.S. Co. 

h steamer, 2,690, Wm. Finch, 27th 

Francisco via Honolulu, ils and 





















Mount Tabor, British steamer, 1,494. J. Jamson, 
arth Jano—Kobe, General Samuel Samuel 


& 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, Hemy 
Pybus, 28th Jan.,—Vancouver, B.C., Mails and 
General,—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 











PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 
Per British steamer Columbia, from Hongkong 
via ports:—Mis. Amesbury and child, Mr. ‘T. 
Reeves, Mr. S. O'Dell, and Rev. Greene, in cabin, 
ese in steerage, and 2 Japanese in second 
d class. 
Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, 
-Mi, and Mrs. O. J 
aki, Naval Surgeon M. 
S. Mihara, and M:. Thompson, in cabin; M. 
T. Sudzuki, Miss M- Matsuda, Mr. O. Kasai, a 
Mc. E. Nesbitt, in second class, & 32 in steerage. 
Per British steamer Victoria, trom Victoria 
B.C., and Tacoma, Wash. :—Mr LA. D: 
Me. W. Lough, in cabi Kob 








fom Shang: 
Kron, Naval 


















C, Briggs, in cal For Shangha 

Mrs. Horne and child, Miss M. McPherson 

L. Silley, Miss Lena (Veber, Miss R, McKenzir, 
Miss M.E Standen, Miss E. L. Bennett, Miss 


Tvs, A. B. Ross,and Mrs. M, J. 





Per British steamer Gaelic, from Hongkong via 
ports:—Mr. H. F. Arthur, Mi. War. Haworth, 
pater Lamm, Mr, & Mrs. Capen, Mr. F. J. 

AS. Watt, Gapt. and Mrs, 

‘D.w. Deshler, in cabi Fur 

W. Williams avd valet, Mr. 

H.W. Daniel, Me. J.C. Hartland, and Mr. H. 
Sutherl cabi 

Per Hawaiian steamer China, from San Frans 








Bis! 
Cacew, and Mr. 
San Brancisc: 

























cisco :—Mr. G. Abrahamson, Lieut. W. S. Siddle 
Mrs. Biddle, Mr. Biansisca Borg, Miss M de 
Kai 1 Mr. K. Inagaki, Mr, E.R. Jevell, Mrs, 
J. M. Labbam, Me, W. A. Murphy, Mrs.) Mur. 
ply, Mr, Walter Marcus, Mi. ai, Mr. K, 
Taiowga, Mc. J. H, Stickney, Mr. ‘Theo. Schwantz, 

Isuda, Me, Fred Fales, Mrs. Fales, and 


Mr. K. 
Miss Mary Fales, 
C. Jindson, and Me 


Kobe :—Miss 
der, in cabin, 





in cabin. 


W. Sel 









For’ Shangh S._E. Bower WwW. 
A. Janwiet, in cabin, Boe Hamel R 
W- Roberts, and Capt. W. W. Ric 





Per British steamer Rohilla, from Hongkong 
via ports :—Miss Giundy, Mr. Hunt, Miss Brood 
Mr. Shaik Alirnold and wative serv: Mr. 
Neville, Mrs. Marshall, and Mr, Kelsey, i. 
h steamer Empress of China, (s 
¢. W. M. Jobustone and 
Mi G. W. Brown, Mr. 









valet, 


We Stephen 












‘Thwaites, and Me. 
5 in second class, In transit :—Mr. 
and Mrs, H. L. Understood, in cabin; if in 
second class, aud 133 in steerage. 

Per French steamer Sydney, ftom Marseilles via 
ports:—Miss Fliche and Mr, Bliche, in cab 
and 7 Japanese in steerage. om Colombo 
Mr. Bowe, in cabi i ‘aigon :—Mr. 
Supoene, Mr. . Owboch, and Mi. 
Bal, in cabin. Fiom Shanghai:—Mr. Hall, in 
cabin, 

Per Japanese steamer, Saikio Maru, from 
Shangbai via ports :—Mr. and Mis. Adams, Mr. 
Y. Takashima, Me. H. H, Knapp, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ss. eda, Me SS Nozaki, Staff Engineer K. 

S. Happer, Master Dow d 
i cabin, Mr. S. Miyosti, Mr. K. 
Pakata, Mr. M, Hoki, ‘and Mr. 


second Class. 






















R. Miyahara, 








DEPARTED, 
Per German steanjer Hohensellery bo 
Digitized by ) 


i, Chief Eng. T. Okamoto, Inspector O. Tanji, 
spector Y, Ota, Commander S. Boj Inspector 
Inouye, Lieut, ais , Lieut. 7 
maymaster K- Ue 








M 
Chit Bg H. 
Lieut. K. Ogura, Treg. Buvckwwas Li 
Vakeuchi, Sub-Liew, M. Sakurai, Chief Eng, ¥. 








I. Matsukata, and Me, G. Matsu, 
in cab Mr. T. Sakai, Mr. K. Yamakami 
H. Yamada, Me. S. Fukunaga, M |. Kubo 
ta, Me, ¥, Hayashi, Surgeon N. Ashihara, Mr. K. 
Yamaki, Mr. M, Maune, Miss R. Squire, Mas- 
ter E, and Miss M. Squire, and Miss Annie Ravens- 
craff, in second class,and 180 Japanese in steerage. 
Per British steamer Gaelic, for San F 
via Honolulu :—Mr. K. Bots, Me. J.C 
Ford, Mr. H. W. Daniel, Mr. H. W. Hartland, 
Mr. 'H. Kawamura, Mr. N. Kobayashi, Mr. C. 
Lambton, Mr. H. Sutherland, Me. S, Tateish, 


Maibara, Mr. 
kata, 
M:. 

















Me Ki. ALS. Wau, & Sir Wm, Williams & valet, qT 


Per Hawaiian steamer China, for Hongko 
Captain and Mrs. D ake Brockma 
‘ eee! Ma-ter Alan Howard, N 
M, Silva, Mi. E, H. Tuska, Mi. M. Allix, De, G 
H. Tilden, M c. P. Ritson, Mr. BE. As Ewers, 
and Mr. M.'T, Heat 

Per Beitish sienna? Empress of China, lor Vane 












conver BC.i—Mis. Carte H. Chase, Mr. Jas 
Cruickshank, Mr. William Howarth, Mr. 
‘aylor, Mes, L. H. Underwood, N Weiler, 





Miss Wilkin in cabin, 





nd Miss M. Wilks 





CARGO. 
Por British steamer Gaelic, for San Francisco, 


via Honolulu t— 
rma, 
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LATEST COMBE TAT, 


imroRTs 


a move has been made in the general 
Import market and now that it has cou i 
come with arush, A wumber of large tan 
Nave taken place in grey shirtings, while ge 
activity has been exhibited in yarns, at well mai 
iained and in some cases increased pric For 
fancy cottons and woollens there are enquiries, but 
so far little business has been done. ‘There has been 
1 at slightly reduced 
from the fact that there is 
Bombay cotton afloat, for 





















a considerable stock o! 
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"| a lage business has been done, the marke! 
*|quiet and there is little or no demand, 
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MICTALS,. 
With the exception of galvanised sheet, i 





Meials 
will probably however share in the improved tone 
of the import market before long. 
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Id\as avrived with 114,975 cases 
sian oil, a portion of whict. is for other ports, 





ais business hay been done in Brown, Are 
tivals since the 13th comptise 7.589 piculs China 
and Manila, and sales during the same period 
to 17,300 piculs Chia and Formosa. 
None of the latter is now in the market. Prices 
for Canton and Daiting are 15 to 20 cents lower. 
A fair business has beew dove in White Refived 
at firm rates. 
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EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. « 
Since last report a small daily business has been 








done, saley amounting to 687 boxes, at slight re- 
ductions inp Japanese buyers for direct 
export have done some con: 
t few days. Stock amounts to 13,6! 
Shipments have been 120 bales by the 
Aohensollern and 365 bales per Yarra, tor Europe, 
and 167 bales per Columbia aud 402 bales per 
Gaelic lor America. 
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WASTE SILK, 

‘The market is quiet at very firm prices, good 
qualities being very scarce. Settlements since 
14th inst. amount to 935 piculs, and stocks we 
estimated at 7,430 piculs, 
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THA. 

Very little business bas been done since last 
report; sales only amountirg to 26,000. catties 
Stocks ave estima’ed at ahon! 1,100 piculs, Ship. 
ments consist of 2.833 packages (209,894 Its.), 
per Columbia and 337 packages per Gaelic, for 
America. 
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BUYERS’ GUIDE. 


ISSUED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 


‘THE GREAT MAIL ORDER HOUSE, 


Chicago, U.S.A. 
ISTHE MOST COMPLETE INTHE WORLD 


It has more than 14,000 iIlustrations, about 40,000 
‘TuotaHions of prices, weigh 2 mands, “ana 
Sontaina over BW pages, fog yOu wear 
Ste fe lsted init ana si Ere eos aot place 
Tiyall quanti Pat mbletalgprsie "wedo not 
sell is Ge neat Cal logue aud Burere’ Guides 
Balas el ei sare tee Sa st Bey 
foreign, “4 
and, our “Hand Hook for 








Montgomery Ward & Cory 
111 to 120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U. 8. A. 





CARD. 
REGINALD H. MARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 
[Sprcrated b execute orders for AUSTRA- 
LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, LEATHER, 
and BONES. 
Address : 
Care of Japannse Coxsuzare, 


98, Queen Street, Melbourne, 
ustralia, 


December 18ilf) t8o7z 











SKINS 
ONFIRE 


With torturing, disfiguring, itching, burning, bleed- 
ing, scaly, and pimply humours, instantly relieved 
by a warm bath with Curtcura Soap, and a single 
anointing with Curcura (ointment), the great skin 
cure, followed by a full dose of Cortcura Resor- 
vent, greatest of blood purifiers and humour cures. 


(iticura 


Ts sold throughout the world. British depot: F. Newserr & Sons, 
London. Porrer Deva anp Cres. Corr., Sole Props. , Boston, 
U.S. A. [a “ How to Cure Every Skin Humour,” post free. 


B ABY'S SKIN SC, ALP" and Hair Purified & Beautified by 


cu TICURA SOAP. 





MILKMAI) 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 








Sagle November 21st, 1896. 









A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


The OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 

The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 

2300 Chowoate Racares ste up to 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, (alle 
soap, perfumery, aud chemicals 
MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


0 





Address Messrs. 6. ROHDE & Co,, 
YOKOHAMA. 
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The Physician's Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and Gravel; the 
safestand most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sict 





1897. g}m. 


Tho Universal Remedy for Acidity of the ‘Stomach, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 





‘Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnancy. 


DINNEFORDS 


MAGNESIA 
Sold Throughout tho World. 


N.B.- -ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 





| 
| September 1 
| 





LEA & PERRINS 










OBSERVE THAT THE ° 
SIGNATURE 
18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 


OUTSIDE WRAPPER é 

of every Bottle oj the ss 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE *e 
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RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 
Worcester ; 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
and Export Oilmen generally. 





* ‘Trade Mark on every Casting. 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 


“SHARP, CL¥AN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESRIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCOUI+S, BANDSTANDS, ARCADKS, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 





RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 





ELECPRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HAIGHTS AND DRSIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFERRENT REQUIREVENTS, 


DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY, 








MACFARLANES GLASS ENAME 








TWO GOLD MEDALS, ‘CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Pri Price Lists, and Estimates on application, 


WALTER MAVESELANE & Co., la Scotland. 
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{WATERING 
> APPARATUS 


© Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydran:s 
ind Street Washers. 
Garden Watering Woxes and 














Npparatus. 
Gun-Metat, Copper, and Cast: 
irom Cocks nad Valves. 
| E, GUESNIER, E.¢.P., 

scinoor and Oock tnt, 
fof ACHILLE CADET) 
e des Taillandiers. 
PARIS. 


and Massage Aypara 
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ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE.. 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
tt = oy Ba ht IN 
CROWDED ROOMS. 





A true ssstobat pi Perfume 
ie from flowers. 
Nota Chemical erie 


“AOLINE” PERFUME. “sMost Retroshing.” 


“AOLINE” Tomer soap 
tor the Complexion, 
“AOLINE” TOWeT POWDER imparts a 
etightfal blooin to the complexion, 
“AOLINE” SACHETS. Detizhfal for Handker. 





“AQOLINE” Toner ‘ci J. Softening and 


Of alt Chemists 
J. &E. ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 
INVRNTORS OF THE CELKURATED 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Scent."—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor" 


Joey Ist, uige ry. 








THE GREATEST woxoens oF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY'S PILLS. 
ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the nse of these Pi 
in hig work entitled The Nite 
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SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN, 
| HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


‘emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
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THE NEW TARIFF. 


Cons of the NEW TARIFF, as passed 
by the Imperial Diet, can be obtained at 
this Office in pamphlet for 

VYokoham: 


Price, 25 Cents, 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 








Tue plague is increasing at Bombay. 


Her Majesty the Empress is suffering from a 
cold. 


is resuming its attacks on 





Tne Russian Pres 
England. 

‘Tua Naniwa Spinning Co. lost 24,000 yen dur- 
ing the second half of last year’s working. 


It is reported that a Russian force of 5,700 
men, with field guns, has arrived at Kirin, 








Vice-Apmirat Baron Tsuboi, Commander of 
Yokosuka Port A’ Ity, died on the goth ult, 


Tue Japanese steamer Muko Maru (183 tons) 
was sunk in collision off Kuchinotsu on the 
goth ult, 
Captain Tipper, formerly in the service of the 
N.Y.K., is reported to have discovered a rich 
claim at Yukon 














Tue Foreign Department has iss: procla- 
mation to the eftegi shat iunderthe (evi ey fay 


with Holland Japanese subjects from the rst 
instant will enjoy patent and (rade mark rights 
in that country, 





A Garman expert has been engaged by the 
Imperial Railway Bureau in succession to Mr. 
C. A. W. Pownall. 


Ar a Prefectural election at Yokosuka on the 
Ist inst. one of the electors was shot dead by a 
political opponent, 


Tu interport foo:ball match between Kobe and 
Yokohama takes place at the first-named port 
on February roth. 


Tue Kyoto Imperial University will this year 
add to its curriculum sections devoted to Litera- 
ture, Science, and Law. 


Tue Eastern Extension Telegraph Company 
raised its rates for telegrams to all parts of the 
world on the rst of January last, 


Tue Sapporo Agricultural College, Hokkaido, 
has secured a large piece of land, containing 
10,100,000 ésubo, for experiments in scientific 
farming. 


Tux half-yearly meetings of Langfeldt & Co, 
Ld., and the Yokohama Engine & Iron Works 
were held on the 31st ult. and passed off most 
satisfactorily. _—_ 


It is reported that Vice-Admiral Samejima, 
Principal of the Naval University, will succeed 
Baron Tsuboi as Commander of the Yokosuka 
Port Admiralty, 





Miss Broxwam and her pupils, assisted by 
several local amateur musicians, gave a most 
successful and enjoyable concert on Tuesday 
evening at the Public Hall. 


Tr is declared in S1, Petersburg that if the can- 
didacy of Prince George of Greece for the Go- 
vernotship of Crete fails, Russia will concern 
herself no further about the island. 


A currx in the Yokohama Post Office has been 
arrested on a charge of having opened letters 
passing through the office and stolen therefrom 
various cheqnes and drafts, which he cashed, 


It is reported by telegraph that the Czar has 
stated that events in the East had weighed 
heavily on hb mind, especially the difficulties 
with Japan, but he thanked God all was clear 
now. 








In view of the prevalence of plague at Bombay 
and Roku, Formosa, the Home Department 
will in a few days open quarantine stations at 
Nagasaki, Ujina, Kobe, Yokohama, and other 
principal ports, 


Tex Intemational Industrial Conference con- 
vened in Vienna last November, closed on the 
14th December. Messrs, Isobe and Motono, 
the Japanese delegate, will return about the 
middle of March, 


Tur departure of the Standing Squadron from 
Yokosnka for a cruise to the West has been 
postponed for the present, as the Emperor pro- 
poses to inspect the new battle-ships Fuji and 
Fashima at an early date. 


A German marine has been killed by Chinese 
at Tsi moh, near Kiao-chow, snd Baron von 
Heyking, the German Minister to China, has 
demanded from the Zsuug li Kamen {wither 
cdficessiona by China as reparation for the 
murder. 


Ty meet the demands of all the Departments 
of @erensury finds it necessary to ask, f 











for at 


vote of yen 23.000,000 as a supplementary 
budget for this year. Out of this sum about yen 
8,000,000 are to be spent upon new under- 
takings. 

A Paxine telegram has it that China will, if 
possible, divide the proposed loan to be obtai 
ed by her, between Great Britain and Russia, 








A Naval Court Martial has been opened in 
Tokyo to try Captains Uryu and Hirao, com- 
commanders of the war-ships Fuso and Matsu- 
shima, the former of which vessels was sunk by 
collision with the latter three months ago. 


Tue annaal meeting of the Yokohama Amateur 
Rowing Club was held on the grst ult. Mr. 
Litchfield was re-elected President, Mr. F. J 
Hall, Captain, and Messrs. Schellenberg and 
G. C, Allcock Secretary and Treasurer respec: 
tively. 
Ir is reported, but not yet confirmed, that the 
Chinese Government has so far departed from 
it conservative customs, as to order certain 
subjects of Western learning to be included in 
the examination of candidates for official posi- 
tions. 
Fire occurred on board the N.Y.K. steamer 
Hiroshima Maru at Kobe on the night of the 
3rstult, The flames were extinguished by half 
sinking the vessel, after a large portion ot the 
cargo had been destroyed or damaged. The 
hall of the vessel received little injary. 


Tux Japan Fine Arts Association will open its 
usual Spring exhibition in Uyeno Park on the 
1st April, ‘The exhibition will remain open up 
to the 2oth May, Carving, porcelain, lacquer 
ware, metal work, woven stuff, and embroidery 
will form the bulk of the exhibits. 








ACCORDING to latest telegrams the re-inforce- 
ments sent from England to Egypt will be 
wanted. The Dervishes are reported to be pro- 
vided with Krupp gu-s and to have blocked 
the Nile channels with chains, Gunboats des- 
patched up the river were compelled to return, 
after reaching the sixth cataract, owing to the 
heavy artillery fire opened on them by the 
Dervishes. 








Tue Import market has received a considerable 
impuise during the past week, owing to a strong 
demand for grey shirtings, which has been fully 
supplied from existing stocks. Yarns have 
showed some activity, but the business done 
last week has declined to a considerable ex- 
tend. Buyers are making enquiries with regard 
to fancy cottons and woollens, but the business 
done in these lines has been very limited. The 
question of funds to be obtained from the banks 
—at avery much increased rate of interest— 
still militates against any speculative transac. 
tions. Metals are dead, and in the kerosene 
market bayers are waiting for a fall, as ar. 
tivals have been large, taking all the open 
ports in Japan, and more than one scheme 
is on foot to supply cheaper oil to the 
various ports, The arrivals of sugar keep 
pace with the demand, though for the time the 
stock of Manila is exhausted. In Exports raw 
and waste silk still take the first position. In 
raw, comparatively little business has been done 
during the past week for export, but Japanese 
manufacturers of piece goods aud handkerchiefs 
have been baying freely, In waste silk there 
been a large business done and stocks are 
considerably reduced. In tea, little has been 
done and the season may be considered over, 
the remaining stock only amounting to some 
1,300 piculs, mostly of low grades. Business 
prospects generally appear to be reviving, and 
fromythig.ahéyinmport market will principally 
benefir, 1 
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SPIKIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
ELE 

The Fifi Shempo devotes no less than ten 
consecutive articles to the subject of naval in- 
crement, They are written in the clear, incisive 
style of the well-known journal, and will pro- 
bably produce a considerable effect on public 
opinion. Briefly stated, the main point of 
contention is that the navy at present con- 
templated for Japan, namely, a navy of two 
hundred and fifty thousand tons displacement, 
is not nearly sufficient. The figure should be 
something like four hundred thousand. Recent 
events, notably the seizure of Kiao-chou by 
Germany, lave completely demonstrated the 
fact that principles of morality are now utterly 
disregarded in the intercourse of States. There 
is but one effective rule, might is right. Any 
nation whose arm is not strong enough to strike 
down an aggressor, must count on being the 
inevitable victim of aggression, It is wholly 
futile to rely on the forbearance of others, or to 
look for assistance from outside. In the hour 
of danger a nation must be able to take care of 
itself; to fight its own battles independently. 
Side by side with that lesson another startling 
fact has to be placed: Russia, France and 
Germany are evidently allied for purposes of 
domination in the Orient. Que need not pause 
to inquire whether an offensive and defensive 
alliance has actually been formed between the 
three Powers, or to discuss its terms. Events 
plainly point to such an alliance for practical 
purposes, and the Japanese would be blind 
indeed if they failed to reckon with it as an im- 
minent contingency. Tne three European Powers 
combined to deprived Japan of the fruits of her 
victory in Liaotung, their pretext for interference 
being that the preservation of the Chinese 
empire's integrity was essential to the peace of 
the Orient. But they are now demonstrating 
thal the integrity of that empire is of no account 
whatever in their eyes, Japan must read the 
manifest teachings of such experiences. It is 
a most unwelcome task to catalogue as possible 
enemies three Powers with whom the nation is 
now on terms of close friendship, but, after all, 
the best way to maintain friendship is to avert 
enmity, and that can only be achieved by 
developing such strength of resistance as shall 
defy attack. If Japan had possessed a strong 











navy, it is very doubtful whether the war with 
China would ever have taken place. Certainly if 
her naval forces had been indispatably superior 
to those of her opponent, the latter would have 


But 


hesitated long before drawing the sword. 
China believed herself more than a match 
Japan at sea, and so she entered the lists 
be weak is to invite assault; to be strong is to 
prevent it, However unpleasant the prospect 





may be, Japan must prepare herself to 
meet a combination of Russia, Germany 
and France, She must be ready to face the 


united squadrons of those three Powers. It will 
not do that she should win one victory. Three 
great Earopean States will notacknowledgethem- 
selves worst-d because their first naval line is 
defeated, They will send a second fleet to the at- 
tack, And even if Japan conquers a second 
time, there may remain England to deal with, 
England could scarcely afford to see Japan 
climb animpeded to such a pinnacle of power 
in the East as victory over Russia, Germany and 
France in combination would raise her to, Eng- 
land has her own interests to consider, and 
Japan might have to reckon with her. All these 
eventualities have to be taken into account, 
They point to the absolute necessity of raising 
the flee! to a strength of four hundred thousand 
tons, There would be nothing aggressive in 
such an increment. It would be merely a guar- 
antee of peace, Half-and-half preparations are 
the most dangerous of all: they neither intimi- 
date an enemy nor insure success when the 
struggle commences. The finer and more 
trenchant the weapon a man possesses, the 
more reluctant are others to insult him and the 
less disposed is he to have light recourse to a 
trial of strength, England possesses incompar- 
ably the most powerful mavy in the world, yet 
no State is less prone to engage in a maritime 
struggle, She can afford to be magnanimous 
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for her strength is beyond dispute. That 
is the standard at which Japan ought to aim. 
As to the contention that the country’s te- 
sources are inadequate for such an effort, who 
is to gauge the country’s resources? Six 
years ago,when the Cabinet asked the Diet 
to vote funds for the construction of two 
line of-battle ships, and when a plan was 
propounded to raise the navy toa displacement 
of ahundred and twenty thousand tons, there 
was a loud outcry against the extravagance of 
the programme, and a wide-spread declaration 
that the country’s resources could not endure 
such a burden. Have those resources under- 
gone any metamorphosis in the interval? If 
not, how does it happen that, the nation unhesi- 
tatingly pledged itself to a scheme of naval 
expansion precisely the double of the scheme 
which had been declared unendurably costly in 
1892? People who talk of the country's re- 
sources forget to look back to pre-Restoration 
days In those times, the nation numbered 30 
millions, Twenty-eight millions were producing 
classes, farmers and manufacturers, and two 
millions were the idle military class who had to 
be supported by the rest. There were some 
270 Daimyo, lage and small, who lived in 
the utmost luxury, Talk of a suburban 
residence built by some wealthy merchant 
or speculator now-a-days! Why, itis a mere 
hut compared with the mansions of the former 
Daimyo—the three mansions that each of them 
had in Tokyo, to say nothing of the castles 
and palaces in their own fiefs. Think of the 
crowds of armed men that they supported, their 
immense retinues, their lavish expenditures. 
When the Dasmyo of Kishiu wanted to pur- 
chase a foreign man-of-war (Komyo maru), he 
obtained funds for the purpose simply by selling 
the accumnlation of silk garments and lacquer- 
ed utensils that lay in his store-houses, their use 
being interdicted because those to whom they 
had belonged were dead. In those days the rule 
of taxation was goké gomin, five parts lo the lord 
and five to the peopie. Out of the thirty mil- 
lion kodu of tice prodnced, fifteen millions went 
to support the shsoku. Tithe same re held 
now, the farmers would be contibuting land 
tax to the annual amount of 240 million yen. 
where they actually contribute less than 40 mil 
lions. And who can deny that the country is 
immensely more wealthy now than it was then? 
Yet, in those time, complaints of excessive 
taxation were heard only when dishonest of- 
ficials practised extortion in their privateinterests, 
The people's burden now is incomparably 
lighter than it was then, The farmer's manner 
of life has radically changed. He is now pro 
sperous and comfortable, wearing silk where 
formerly be could scarcely afford cotton, and 
eating rice almost daily whereas furmerly he 
scarcely knew its taste. Still it is not upon the 
farmer that an increased weight of taxation 
should be imposed. His prosperity should be 
fos ered, for the consuming of the agriculturai 
class reacts upon the industrial, and thus con. 
tributes to the general benefit, The just and 
proper source of revenue is saké. It is almost 
a disgrace to Japan that alcoholic beverages 
should be so cheap here. Inthe West, econo- 
mists recognise and act upon the plain principle 
that wine is an article of luxury, and that its 
consumers ought to be the chief contributors to 
the public revenue, But in Japan the sake tax 
is Indicrously low—only 7 ven per doku (less 
than 20 sen a gailon). It should be raised at 
once to 20 yen, There are four hundred 
thousand dou of pure sade (seishu) brewed 
yearly, so that atax of 20 yen per Roku would 
give a reventte of 80 million yen against 28 
million, now collected, There is not the 
remotest doubt that the tax would be cheerfully 
paid. Drinkers of pwie sade, that it to say, 
the upper middle and higher classes, would 
make nothing of paying such an amount 
(about one shilling per gallon). Some conserva- 
tives talk of old custom, Well, according 
to old custom, saké not taxed at all, 
and it seemed a terrible violation of tradition 
when an imports of two yen waa placed on it, 
tentatively and timidly, after the Restorat on, 
But the consumers never felt the tax, nor do 
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they formulate the smallest complaint now that 
it has been raised to seven yen, Of course 
there is the objection thatthe poor farmer wants 
his bottle of hot saéé aftera hard day's work, 
But the poor farmer docs not drink clear saké 
(seishu) ; he drinks muddy sake (datushu), 
and that can be left comparatively untaxed. If 
an additional revenue of 52 million yen were 
thus raised 20 millions might be devoted to 
reducing pewty local taxes which now bear 
hardly on the poorer classes, and the remainin, 
32 millions might be appropriated to the ma 
ienance of the navy. Of course, the building 
of the fleet would have to be effected by means 
of a foreign loan—say 200 million yen. There 
is just at present a good deal of talk about swel- 
ling the bulk of currency and inflating prices, 
buta foreign loan for the purpose of building a 
navy would not produce any injurious effect 
in that direction since the greater part of 
it would be spent abroad, As for the per- 
sonnel of the increased navy, there would be 
time to train it while the ships were building. 
The scheme may look large, but how insigni 
ficant it becomes when we place it side by side 
with the integrity of the empire! Nothing less 
can insure that integrity. 
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There have been of late some of the usual 
murmurs about the reticence of the Cabinet. 
Whenever a change of Ministry takes place, 
some publicists stand forward, and call upon 
the new occupants of office to declare their 
administrative policy in explicit terme. The 
Nichi Nichi Shimbua points out the anreason 
of such a demand. A Cabinet is under no 
general obligation to declare its policy, On 
the contrary, high considerations of State are 
opposed to such a proceeding. When occa. 
sion arises or necessity presents itself, the acts 
of a Ministry furnish the best index of its policy, 
but nothing is less expedient or unwise 
than the compilation and publication of an 
elaborate statement which, unless couched in 
terms so vague as to convey little real informa- 
tion, can scarcely fail to became a source of 
subsequent inconvenience. ‘To the Diet as the 
representative of the nation and asa part of the 
governing machine, the Cabinet may feel under 
an obligation 'o declare its views. I may also 
see the advisability of taking into its confidence 
the chiefs of the staff of the varions Departments 
and the local governors, so that the administra- 
tion may be conducted in accordance with 
a general line of motives, But beyond that 
it is either prudent nor practical to go. The 
Matsukata Cabinet set the example of making 
a public exposition of policy, and it can not be 
said that the results were of such a nature as 
to conrmend that course for imitation by ano- 
ther Cabinet, In truth, the object of the Matsu- 
kata Cabinet was to attract the support of a 
political party. But the Ito Cabinet need not 
be swayed by any such consideration, The 
Liberals have already declared that they endorse 
the views of the Ito Cabinet, and the Progres- 
sionisis have given the best possible proof of 
their consensus by offering to join the Cabinet, 
They actually proposed that one half of the 
portfolios should be given to their own party 
leaders. Hence they must be assumed to be 
well acquainted with the Ministry's views and 
to endorse them, At present the main business 
of the Cabinet is to correct its predecessor's 
mistakes. In that field there is quite enough to 
occupy its attention for the time, 
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The Mainichi Shimbun continues to enforce 
its favourite doctrive—reduction of the army- 
expansion programme. It says that Count 
Inouye will have finished his financial investi- 
gations in the course of the next two weeks, 
and that some declaration of his policy may 
then be expected. Meanwhile, the Mainichi 
expresses the hope that his Excellency will fix 
upon Formosa and the Army as the two spheres 
where economies can beadvantageously effected. 
In the case of Formosa, a saving of some 4 
mill can be effected simultaneously with 
obtaining much greater administrative efficiency, 











though how the feat is to be accomplished, our 
contemporary does notexplain., In the case of 
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the Army, the extraordinary outlays on account 
of new barracks and so forth can not now 
be retrenched. The only resource is to 
teduce the proposed establishment, To thatend 
the Mainichi propounds a scheme with the de- 
tails of which we need not weary our readers. 
The general result is all that need concern us, 
namely, that instead of having an Army of 
§20,000 on a war footing, the strength would 
be 350,000. Concerning the economy that 
would result, the Mainichi does not speak. 
We are unable to say whether, in this mater, 
the Mainiché represents the view of the Progres- 
sionists in general, or merely the view of the 
section headed by Mr. Shimaba Saburo, who is 
the editor of the journal. 





ae 

The Vomiuri Shimbun writes enthusiasti- 
cally about England's policy in the Far East, 
as evinced in the demands recently preferred 
by her to China, She has asked for the open- 
ing of three ew ports—among them Talicn— ; 
the neutralization of the Valley of the Yangtsze, 
and the prolongation of the Burmal- Railway 
through Yunnan. No contrast could be stronger 
than the contrast between such demands and 
the proceedings of Russia and Germany. Eng- 
land aims simply at commercial expansion, and 
the preservation of the peace of the Orient as 
well as of the integrity of the Chinese empire. 
Russia, Germany and France aim at terri- 
torial expansion of themselves at, the ex- 
pense of China’s integrity. It is indeed 
a fortunate thing for the Far Kast that the Lion 
has at length opened its eyes. It was said to 
be sleeping. Russia’s aggressions, Germany's 
haughtiness, did not seem to rouse it, But sud- 
denly it has awaked, and to signal purpose. Its 
ships_bave flashed hither and thither, carrying a 
ew atmosphere wherever they went, and it has 
stood forward as the defiantchampion of a policy 
profound, far-seeing and eminently civilized. 
The Fomiuri dwells at considerable length on 
the significance of England’s demand for the 
opening of Talien, and declares that such a pro- 
ject would practically secure the neutralization 
of the Liaotung Peninsula, jusi as the foreign 
trade of Shanghai secured the neutralization of 
the Yangtsze Valley during the recent war. We 
need not follow our contemporary’s remarks in 
detail. They show a thorongh appreciation of 
the liberal motives underlying England's acts, 
and indicate clear political insight on the part 
of the Progressionist organ. 


ate 


The Xokumin Shimbun writes in the same 
strain, but confines itself chiefly to the question 
of the opening of Talien to foreign trade, It ex- 
presses astonishment at Russia's threat of re- 
prisals in the event of China’s agreeing to open 
the port, and asks what title Russia can possibly 
claim to impede a step plainly conducive to 
general tradal development and the peace of the 
Orient, unless she be influenced solely by pro 
jects of selfish aggression. The Kokumin has 
large ideas of the commercial future lying before 
Talien. It thinks that the place will prove to 
be the emporium of all the trade of Manchuria, 
a trade in which Japan is destined to have a 
material share, as witness the volume of the 
commerce already existing between her and 
Newchwang. At all events, the very best 
guarantee that could possibly be furnished for 
the preservation of the peace of the Orient is 
the opening of Talien, England shows con- 
summate wisdom in advocating such a step, 
and the Kokumin hopes that the Japanese Go- 
vernment will throw its whole weight into the 

















Charles Gates, a Klondyke millionaire who 
recently arrived at Victoria, British Colum- 
bia, is thus described :—The style he affects is, 
to say the least of it, peculiar. [tis principally 
buckskin and diamonds, A buckskin suit he 
always wears, Stuck in his shirt is ahuge dia- 
mond, as big as a man’s thumbnail, and his 
fingers are ornamented with diamond rings of 
great value. He married one of the La Monde 
Sisters, song and dance ‘‘artistes,” lwo weeks 
after she got to Dawson City. 
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JAPANESE RAILWAYS. 
eg PS 

“Railways are exceedingly convenient ma- 
8," says the Shogyo Shimpo, “ but if one 
mistake be made in connexion with them, 
they are terribly dangerous. The upsetting of 
cartiages, collisions, fires—if these things be 
enumerated in detail their number would be 
very large, Hence when railways are built, the 
greatest circumspection must be exercised with 
regard to the gradient and curvature of the rails, 
the solidity of the construction of the carriages, 
and the expertness of the officials, so as to 
avoid all risk of accidents. Railways have pro- 
gressed so much in Japan that they are not 
now like the railways of other days. Suill, 
since last year railway accidents have suddenly 
increased, and we feel obliged to invite the 
attention of the public to the fact. People are 
doubtless aware that many accidents occurred 
last year, but even in this year there have already 
been three accidents. One happened on the 
7th of last month on the line at Kamimaki 
mura in the Soma District of Fukushima Pre- 
fecture, when atrain of the Japan Railway Com- 
pany collided with a truck, and one person was 
killed on the spot, and two were severely and one 
slighily injured. Another happened on the 
19th of last month on the Chikuho line, A 
train of more than thirty emply coal wagons, 
which had steamed out of Wakamatsn station, 
was just about to cross the iron bridge over the 
Egawa, when a luggage train suddenly came 
up from behind and ran inio it. Fortunately no 
one was injured, but 13 wagons were upset, and 
two of them fell into the river. Another accident 
was the second case of derail menton the Iyo line. 
What is the reason of these numerous railway 
accidents? Is it that the rails are badly laid, or 
that the construction of the catriages is bid, or 
that (he engineers are unskilled 2? Whatever be 
the cause, there devolves upon the railway com- 
panies the responsibiiity of thoroughly inves- 
tigating the reasons so as lo restore public con- 
fidence. Above all, Government officials have 
the great responsbility of exercising rigorous in- 
spection and control by way of precaution against 
catastrophes. We learn that the officials have 
been conducting strict inquiries, but we have 
not heard that any practical measures have been 
adopted and the fact causes us regret at this era 
of railway progiess.” 
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SEX IN FLOWERS. 
ee 3 

Professor Kenjiro Fujii, of the Imperial Uni- 
versity of Tokyo, has recenily published, says the 
New York Jndependent, a paper in the Proceed- 
ings of that Institution, explaining the law that 
determines the male or the female sex in flowers. 
His observations and experiments have been 
made on the prevailing pine-tree of Japan 
(Pinus densi flora). He gives, in full detail, 
the results of many observations, and comes to 
the following conclusions :—That the sex of the 
flowers is undetermined until a certain stage 
of their development, and that a flower 
that would otherwise develop into a male 
has a tendency to become a female when 
local increase of nourishment takes place at a 
certain stage, or during certain stages of its 
development. It is very interesting to note that 
this discovery ss to the law regulating the pro- 
duction of the separate sexes in flowers was first 
made and reported some quarter of a century 
ago by Professor Thomas Meehan; and the 
paper read by him before the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science appears in 
the printed proceedings of the Salem meeting 
The doctrine met with some opposition at that 
time, Professor Agassiz especially making a 
powerful protest against the sentiments of 
the paper. But it has since been adopted 
as a demonsiration and is the accepted 
theory of sex in the article on this sub. 
ject in the ninth edition of the " Encyclopedia 
Britannica.” The American view differs 
slightly from that of the Japanese scientist in 
this, that while the latter seems to regard the 
male characteristics as the normal condition, 
the accident of abundant nutrition only causing 





an advance to female characteristics, the former 
regards the female as the normal condition, and 
the cutting of the full supply brings about the 
male flowers. Again, the American exponent 
not only requires an abundant supply of nut 
tion to insure female flowers, but a high vital 
power in the nucleus lo avail itself of the nutri- 
tion. Professor Fujii shows by his paper that 
he is in ignorance of the occupancy of the field 
before him by the American philosopher; and 
the fact gives additional interest to the paper 
this respect that so nearly the same results 
should follow observations made in such widely 
separated quarters of the globe. 




















COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHY. 
+ 
Ata recent meeting of the Royal Photo- 
graphic Society, held in the rooms of the 
Society of Arts, Professor Gabriel Lippmann 
described nis system of colour photography, 
whereby a photograph showing the colours of 
nature is obtained by a direct process and with 
one exposure of the plate. The film, which 
might be of any sensitive sublance, he ex- 
plained, was exposed, developed, and fixed i 
the usual way, Two conditions, however, must 
be observed, The film must, in the first place, 
be transparent and grainless, and, in the 
second, it must be in contact with a metallic 
mirror during exposure. The effect of the 
mirror, which was formed by running a layer of 
mercury in behind the plate, was to reflect back 
the incident coloured rays and thus make the 
incident light waves stationary. The stationary 
vibrations, falling in the interior of the sensitive 
film, impressed their own structure upon it, 
and by virtue of the structure thus parted 
to it, the brown deposit of silver, when viewed 
by reflected white ight, appeaied clothed with 
the same colours as were possessed by the image 
in the camera, The colours were produced by 
“interference ” in the same way as those of the 
soap bubble or mother of pearl. That this 
was their cause M. Lippmann said was proved 
by the fact that the tints of a negative changed 
if it were damped in consequence of the gelatine 
swelling slightly and thus altering the strac- 
Ure of the silver deposit. The colours pro- 
duced by this process were true and bright, 
provided that exposure and development had 
been properly conducted ; they were, moreover, 
completely fixed and resisied the action of light 
and time. [He had not yet succeeded in taking 
prints from his negatives, but was convinced 
that to do so would be found possible, In the 
course of the lecture a number of the results 
achieved by M. Lippmanu were exhibited in the 
lantern, including coloured photographs of the 
spectrum, stained-glass, landscape, fruit and 
flowers, and the portrait of a little girl, A te- 
production of the spectrum of argon showed the 
characteristic lines of that gas in the most 
beautiful and distinct manuer, 























N&W TYPE OF WARSHIP. 
pias 


France has ordered a new armour-clad cruiser 
to be called the Monscalm, whereof the principal 
dimensions are as tollow:—Length between 
perpendiculars, 452}{t.; breadth, 634ft.; dis- 
placement, 9,515 tons; horsepower, 19,600; 
and speed on trial, 21 knots, ‘The cruiser will 
have three screws, driven each by an indepen- 
dentengine, The most interesting feature of 
the vessel is that the firing will be of a mixed 
description, that is to say, both coal and petio- 
leum, The armament will comprise two guns 
of 73in., eight guns of 64in., four guns of gin, 
and 22 of smaller calibre. Protection will be 
given by an armoured belt at the water-line of 
6in, thickness, varying in places to gin. A pro 
tective deck extends from one end of the ship 
to the other, of a thickness varying from 2in, to 
3hin, The fixed turrets for the 72in, and 64in, 
guns are protected by 8in, of hardened steel. 

















The Empress of India made her last run 
from Woosung to Hongkong in 49} hours, and 
the W.-C. Daily News doubts if this has ever 
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TOKYO AND THE TREATY PORTS. 


ge 

The special correspondent of the 
Morning Post, in a recent letter to that 
journal on the subject of the ‘Treaty 
Port Resident in Japan,” speaks of 
“the barrier of resentment which, for 
some reason, seems to exist between 
the foreign residents of Tokyo and those 
of the Treaty Ports.” Where, we wonder, 
are the evidences of this resentment to 
be found. There is a very great deal of 
truth and shrewd insight in the remarks 
of the special correspondent, but in this 
respect he seems to have “ got off the 
track.” Some years agoit used to be the 
habit of one of the Yokohama journals 
to speak of the “foreign employés” of 
the Japanese Government in terms of open 
contempt, as though to have accepted 
service in this country was, in some 
respects, a disgrace. It is possible, nay 
probable, that a certain measure of um- 
brage resulted in Tokyo from these re- 
marks, and that the Yokohama community 
in general was held more or less responsi- 
ble for them, But the one journal that 
distinguished itself by that kind of writing 
soon abandoned it, and the error of regard. 
ing it as an expression of local public 
opinion became quickly apparent. With 
the exception of that short-lived ripple, 
nothing, so far as we know, has ever dis- 
turbed the serenity of Tokyo’s mind to- 
wards Yokohama. Instead of applying 
the lerm “resentment” to the mutual 
mood of the two communities, we should 
be disposed to speak of them as cordially 
friendly. The residents of either place 
are always glad to see those of the other, 
and if Yokohama never shows any lack of 
hospitality towards Tokyo, Tokyo's dis- 
position towards Yokohama is equally good 
though its opportunities are, perhaps, less 
frequent. Assuredly it seems that the 
special correspondent of the Morning Post 
has been misled in this particular respect. 

Of course there is the missionary ques- 
tion. The missionaries constitute the 
great bulk of the foreign population of 
Tokyo. In fact, the foreign settlement 
at Tsukiji may be said to be all missionary. 
Now every body knows (hat the Yoko- 
hama journal alluded to above—the 
journal which used at one time to sneer at 
the “foreign employé”=ehas never in all 
these years lost an opportunity of attack- 
ing the missionary in the harshest, most 
uncompromising termes. Wherever mis- 
sionary affairs are concerned, the tone of 
that journal is bitterly rancorous. In this 
case, the evil-tongued newspaper certainly 
does not echo its own views alone. It 
has a sympathetic audience, whether large 
or small, in Yokohama. The missionaries 
of Tokyo, then, not having divested them. 
selves entirely of their human feelings, 
may be suspected of harbouring some 
resentment against Yokohama. Perhaps 
they do; but this we must say, that they 
invariably preserve the most absolute and 
admirable reticence on the subject. The 
quiet dignity of their silence is beyond all 
praise. Nobody could blame them, or 
would be surprised, if they remonstrated 
strongly against such displays of prejudice, 
but they answer nothing, which is the 
very best of all answers. They trust their 
work to speak for them. It can not be 
said, therefore, that the missionaries 
betray any resentment. Where is this 
“resentment,” any how? It would need 
a long search to find it, we imagine. 
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FOKOHAMA UNITED CLUB. 
~—— 

We observe that a project is on foot to 
furnish for the use of the Yokohama United 
Club a larger and more commodious build- 
ing than the present edifice. The plan 
seems excellent in every respect, and the 
estimates are remarkably reasonable in 
view of the contemplated accommodation. 
Yokohama undoubtedly can afford to treat 
itself toa better building. An interest- 
ing feature of the programme is the 
erection of an electric-light plant to supply 
the Club independently. The Electric 
Light Company has raised its charge to 
a2 sen per ampere unit, which means that 
the annual bill for lighting will henceforth 
be some six thousand yen, whereas the es- 
timated cost of ruzning an engine on the 
Club’s account is 160 yex per month, or 
about 2,400 yen a year, allowing for re- 
Pairs. To this important financial benefit 
may be added the great convenience of 
having lights which can be turned on so 
soon as dusk approaches, which will be 
relatively free from the accidents to which 
the present lights are so often liable, and 
which will be of much better quality than 
those now available. We venture to hope 
that whatever may be the decision about 
the question of re-building, the installa- 
tion of electric-light plant will be vigor- 
ously pushed, for truly the electric light 
companies deserve to suffer for their 
want of enterprise, for their indifference 
to the comfort of the public and for their 
monstrous charges. 








EMPEROR OF RUSSIA'S EXPRES- 
SION OF RELIEF. 
pees 

Baron Reuter sends us a very remarkable 
message, this morning. It represents the 
Emperor of Russia declaring, in_ effect, 
that the difficult problems of Far Eastern 
policy which had been causing him pro- 
found anxiety, have all been satisfactorily 
disposed of, and that such is the case 
especially with regard to Japan. Reuter’s 
recent performances on the wires have not 
inspired such confidence that we can accept 
this latest telegram without distrust. Its 
character is very peculiar. That the Czar 
should have made any declaration of the 
kind is sufficiently incredible, but that he 
should have alluded specially to difficulties 
with Japan almost defies belief. Difficul- 
ties with Japan certainly exist, in a certain 
sense, but as they are not difficulties that 
can be said to have actually entered the 
field of practical politics, we fail to under- 
stand why the Emperor of Russia should 
have referred to them publicly; still less 
why he should have spoken of them as 
disposed of when they have not even 
been definitely discussed. If Reuter’s pre- 
vious messagebe correct, the complications 
are between England and Russia rather 
than between Japan and Russia, since the 
St. Petersburg Government is supposed to 
be actively opposing the proposals submit- 
ted by the British Representative to the 
Tsung-li Yamén. Altogether the message 
is exceedingly obscure, and although the 
phraseology has an air of truth, we hesitate 
to place full confidence in it, It is possible, 
of course, that some kind of compromise 
may have been effected in Peking or 
London with reference to the British pro- 
posals, but that would not explain the 
Czar’s references to difficulties with 
Japan. 


gle 





7HE GREAT POWERS IN THE 
FAR EAST. 
ee 


The Mainichi Shimbun appears to be 
quite satisfied that it can read with- 
out error the sentiments by which the 
policies of the Great European Powers are 
directed in the Far East. There is no 
question, it says, that the purpose of 
Russia, England, Germany and France is 
to divide the control of the Far East before 
Japan has carried her post de//um measures 
to completion. Russia's aim is to obtain 
possession of the Liaotung Peninsula, 
thus securing command of the entrance to 
the Gulf of Petchili. After that she hopes 
to drive the Chinese Government from Pe- 
king to Nanking, and make herself mistress 
of the whole of Manchuria, as well as of 
the Korean Peninsula. Germany, aided 
by Russia, seeks to acquire the Shantung 
Promontory, and to establish a firm alli- 
ance with Russia in the Far East. Eng- 
land, aware of the plans entertained by 
Russia and Germany, aims at placing 
obstacles in their path before their naval 
strength in Eastern waters develops large 
proportions, and, at the same time, seeks 
lo secure for herself a share of power not 
nferior to that held by them in combina- 
tion, so as to advance her own position 
in the Far East. As for France, without 
allowing herself to be drawn into the 
vortex of the struggle between Germany, 
Russia and England, she wants to stand 
in the position of an independent outsider, 
so as to secure, at the cost of compara- 
tively little toil, the most important points 
in southern China and a lion’s share of 
profit. 

Our contemporary then passes to the 
question of an Anglo-Japanese alliance. 
The views entertained by the various 
Powers, it says, being as above set forth, 
it is evident that the Far-Eastern Question 
cannot be easily settled. Since England’s 
ultimate aim is to obtain a diyision of 
power, she may at any moment take steps 
to altain that end. But although she 
adopts a strong policy towards Germany 
and Russia, she has no desire to fight, 
but hopes rather to come to an amicable 
understanding with the two Powers for 
the purposes of a division. On the other 
hand, her traditional relations with Russia 
present an obstacle to the achievement of 
such a design, and she consequently 
entertains an idea of effecting a secret 
alliance with Japan. She has not, however, 
yet made up her mind to come forward 
and seek such an alliance. 


The next point discussed by the Ma:- 
nichi is the time of the Anglo-Japanese 





alliance. It is not allogether unreason- 
able that England does not yet come 
forward to seek an alliance with 
Japan. If the proposal emanates 


from England, her responsibility will be 
correspondingly large, and Japan will ask 
for adequate compensation—will ask, for 
example, to occupy the equal position be- 
longing to an ally. That might involve 
some not very welcome contingencies. 
For example, Japan might want to retain 
Wei-hai-wei and to hold some other points 
of vantage. Thus the proposal for an 
alliance will not easily be put forward. 
On the other hand, unless suitable arrange- 
ments can now be effected for an offen- 
sive and defensive alliance between 
England and Japan as a check to Russia 





and Germany, the two latter will establish 
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their grasp upon what may be called the 
strongholds of the Far East, and the task 
of ousting them hereafter willbe extremely 
difficult. Hence it appears that the pre- 
sent is the time for concluding the alliance. 
Such an alliance is by no means a matter 
of idle talk. The simple fact is that an 
occasion precisely favourable for cement- 
ing the alliance has not yet presented 
itself, When the details of the agree- 
ment between Germany and China have 
been published, and when Russia’s pro- 
cedure in the spring becomes clear, the 
affairs of the Far East may enter a new 
phase. 

It is noteworthy that the Masnich: 
Shimbun says nothing whatever about 
Japan’s policy, nor makes any attempt to 
demonstrate that an alliance with England 
would be for the benelit of this Empire. 
Perhaps our contemporary thinks that no 
demonstration is necessary. Well, we are 
inclined to think so too, But still, seeing 
that no résumé of the situation is complete 
unless it includes an account of Japan’s 
point of view, something might have been 
added on that subject with advantage. 
We would further suggest to the Mainichs 
Shimbun that its analysis of England’s 
policy in scarcely just. The British Go- 
vernment has made a perfectly frank 
declaration on the subject, and, though 
circumstances sometimes over-rule inten- 
tions, it is at least certain that when British 
statesmen saya thing, they honestly mean 
what they say. Great Britain’s unique 
object in the Far East is to open China’s 
markets to the trade of the world, and 
promote the peaceful development of 
China’s material resources without any 
alienation of Chinese territory. It jis 
essentially a policy of trade and tranquil- 
lity. By treaty—to say nothing of long 
and costly efforts in which no other Power 
except France has taken part—Great 
Britain has acquired a right of free access 
to the markets; of China, and a right of 
equal participation in all commercial 0} 
dustrial benefits accruing from intercourse 
with that country. She means to stand by 
her rights. That is the measure of her self- 
seeking. The practical effect of her policy 
is to secure every other Treaty Power 
against injurious discrimination, If Japan, 
with her Liaotung experience to guide 
her, thinks that she can trust Russia, Ger- 
many and France to place her on the same 
footing as themselves in any partition of 
privileges and benefits, there is na special 
reason why she should not throw in her 
lot withthem. Again, if Japan thinks that 
she is strong enough to stand alone, and, 
single-handed, to enforce her claims in the 
eventualities now looming on the horizon, 
well, let her stand alone—or rather try to 
stand alone, for neither she nor avy other 
State can defy circumstances, and circum- 
stances will assuredly put much stress on 
her, by and by. 




















COUNT INOUVE ON FINANCE. 
ae ah 

On the evening of the rst instant Count 
Inouye entertained at dinner Baron Iwa- 
saki, President of the Bank of Japan, Mr. 
Kawashima, President of the Industrial 
Bank, Mr. Soma, Head of the Specie, Bank 
Mr. Toyokawa, Director of the Mitsui 
Bank, Mr. Tsuruhara, Chief of the Business 
Bureau in the Bank of Japan, Mr. Naka- 
migawa, Manager of the Mitsui Bank, and 
the high-class officials of the Finance De- 
partment. Count Inouye made the follow- 








ing speech from his place on re cia o| le 





the financial society of Japan :—" Having 
ventured to assume the duties of the im- 
portant office of Minister of Finance, I 
have been engaged, night and day, inves- 
tigating the subject of the management 
of the finance. There is a very close 
connexion between the finances of the 
State and the finances of the nation at 
large, and my chief care is to contrive 
that matters shall be well arranged for 
each of the two. Now I have been much 
disturbed of late by the fact that officials 
and people, being divided so as to stand 
at opposite extremes, are lacking in the 
fair habit of working in union and concert, 
the consequence being not only that their 
sentiments are unknown to each other, 
but also that in matters of trade with 
foreign countries great injury has been 
done. It results that when anything hap- 
pens in society, the air is filled with 
speculations and conjectures, disturbances 
spring up like waves on a calm sea, and 
most regrettable effects are produced upon 
the national progress and prosperity. 
Especially in economical circles has the 
want of accord been marked during recent 
years, so that both sections of the financial 
world appear simultancously diseased, 
and it is time that those within and those 
without the Goverument gave deep alten- 
tion to the matter. Happily the gentle- 
men assembled here this evening may be 
called medical experts in that line, and 
each, I am persuaded, has some idea 
about a remedy suitable to the disease. I 
beg that, in the interests of the country, 
I may be informed of your ideas, for it 
goes without saying that if there be any 
method nationally advantageous, I should 
like to apply it to the purposes of reform.” 

We interpret this speech to mean that 
Count Inouye is anxious to elaborate the 
financial policy of the State in conjunction 
with the leaders of non-official economical 
sociely, which purpose, it is to be hoped 
that, in the interests of the nation, his 














A FAPANKSE CONCEPTION OF 
GERMANY’'S ACTION, 
+ 

It is suggested by the Mainichi Shimbun 
that although China has agreed to lease 
Kiao-chou to Germany, the transaction can 
not by any means be considered as accom- 
plished until.the ratifications of the treaty 
relating to it have been actually exchanged. 
For, in the meanwhile, there is no knowing 
what objection may be raised by other 
Powers. In fact, the Mainichi alleges very 
plainly that Germany’s declaration of a re- 
solve to make Kiao-chou an open port was 
dictated by apprehensions of difficulties 
formulated by other States. But the 
Mainichi advances another theory also: it 
is that Germany has not definitely made 
up her mind about opening Kiao-chou to 
the world’s trade, and that her supposed 
intention of doing so has been premature- 
ly inferred from England’s known wish in 
that sense. We suspect that these com- 





ments of our contemporary’s are the result| q 


of conjecture rather than of accurate in- 
formation, Of course, it was from the 
first understood that unless Germany ob- 
tained a definite cession of Kiao-chou, 
she would experience difficulty in dealing 
with it so as to avoid interfering with the 
treaty rights of other Powers. 





INSURANCE IN YOROHAMA, 
pen ghee so 

It is not palpably characteristic of busi- 
ness methods that in spite of the more or 
less formidable competition engendered 
by a recent appreciation of local insurance 
rates ix this Settlement, no authoritative 
explanation of the appreciation has yet 
been furnished to the public. The Agents 
of the great insurance compaines see 
themselves confronted by an influential 
attempt to alienate a large part of their 
business and place it on an independent 
footing ; but they make no effort to check 
the movement. Such a semblance of 
apathy seems reconcilable with business 
principles on one of two suppositions 
only: either that the Agents feel no 
special anxiety to defend the threatened 
field of operations; or that they regard 
as foredoomed to failure any amateur in- 
cursions into their domain. Practically 
the two hypotheses are identical, for each 
rests on the same basis, namely, that no 
profit is to be realized from insurance 
transactions at rates lower than those 
charged by the established companies. Is 
that the case, we wonder. It can not be 
doubted, of course, that the Insurance 
Offices have an excellent reason for rais- 
ing their old rates, and the only reason to 
which the epithet “excellent”? can pro- 
perly apply is that they have found those 
rates insufficient. They have been coming 
out on the wrong side of the account, and 
must either give up the work or alter the 
scale of remuneration. Such being the 
case, the question suggests itself—is there 
room for competition on lower terms? 
If the old established insurance offices 
have made a loss by taking risks at the 
former rates, how can a new office hope 
for profit from the same rates? A long 
lapse of years is needed to determine the 
average life of buildings under special 
conditions, What is the average life of a 
building on the Yokohama Bluff? Has it 
been ascertained with anything like cer- 
tainty? The insurance agents alone are 
in a position to answer this query satis- 
factorily, and they refrain from answering 
it directly, though their action in raising 
their rates of premia affords an indirect 
indication that the estimate hitherto relied 
on by them has proved in practice too 
favourable to the insurer. 








EXODUS OF SPECIE. 
seas 

We read in the columns of the vernacu- 
lar press that there has been a consider- 
able demand for gold in exchange for 
notes since the beginning cf the year, the 
quantity of paper offered at the banks for 
that purpose being from three hundred 
thousand to cleven hundred thousand yen 
daily. At that rate, the stock of gold 
held by the Bank of Japan will soon show 
a reduction of some thirty million yer. 
The thing is, of course, attributed to a: 
vity in the import market, large quantities 
of foreign goods having to be taken 
livery of just at this time. It is an 
inevilable incident of trade, and need not 
cause avy uneasiness. Beyond a certain 
point the exodus of gold can not continue. 
That point passed, the stream will begin 
to setin the other direction. Japan not 
having as yet any investments abroad, 
nor any large payments to make in 
foreign countries in consequence of a 
foreign debt or of foreign investments in 
Japan, her affairs are regulated by the 

















eleinieyitaryflams of supply and demand. 
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DEFENSIVE ARMOUR FOR JAPAN. 

ESE SHIPS BUILT IN ENGLAND. 

=e 

The results now obtained with defen- 
sive armour in England are very re- 
markable. We have béfore us some 
photographs and tables showing the effects 
produced upon two of Cammell’s armour 
plates by artillery practice on board 
H.M.S. Netéle, at Portsmouth, last Octo- 
ber. The subject sounds technical but the 
facts are intelligible to every reader. The 
first of the plates experimented with was 
of Cammell-Harveyed nickel steel, its 
dimensions were 8 ft. long, 6 ft. wide and 
six inches thick, and it had a timber backing 
4ft. 10 in. thick at the top and bottom and 
5 ft. 10 in. thick in the centre. At this 
target five rounds were fired from a 6-in. 
breach-loading gun; the projectile, which 
weighed soolbs., being of Holtzer armour- 
piercing steel;’ the charge of powder, 
48lbs. ; the velocity, 1960 feet per second ; 
the energy, 2,663 foot-tons and the range 
go feet. It seems almost incredible that 
a plate only six inches thick could stand 
five such stupendous blows, but, as a 
matter of fact, the greatest penetra- 
tion achieved was only 2% inches, or less 
than one half of the thickness of the plate, 
and the plate, so far from being destroyed, 
showed only slight surface cracks, and had 
no bulge higher than 1} inches on the 
back. The behaviour of the other plate 
was even more remarkable. Its material 
was Cammell’s tempered nickel steel, and 
its dimensions were 4 ft. long, 4 ft. wide 
and four inches thick, ‘The manner of 
setting it was remarkable, for though 
supported at the top and bottom by 
6 inches of oak, a g-inch space sepa- 
rated the rest of the plate from the 
backing. In fact, the plate had no sup- 
port at the parts where it would have 
to bear the impact of the shot. The 
gun used in this case was a 5-in, B.L., 
firing a 5olbs. Palliser chilled cast iron 
shot, and three rounds were fired, the 
charges being tolbs, 15$ and 154lbs re- 
spectively ; the velocities, 1406 f.s., 1750 
f.s, and 1750f.s., and the energies 658 f.t., 
and 1061 ft. Here are the effects pro- 
duced on the plate :— 


Effect on 
projectile, 


Broken up, 


Effect on back, 


Effect on front. 


late. Nile 
Balged slightly. 
do. 





We have never read of finer power of re- 
sistance than the above. The new Japan- 
ese battle-ships, now under construction 
in England, are to have the class of armour 
represented by this 4-inch plate. 








THE “ YOROZU CHOHO." 
pate ra 

The English column of the Yorosu 
Choho is one of the curiosities of the 
capital of Japan, One does not know 
whether a nation can be taken seriously 
when even one of its units is found to pen 
such extreme silliness as that wonderful 
column contains from time to time. How- 
ever, the explanation doubtless is that 
children who have learned a little of some 
foreign language are apt to lose their 
bearings in Japan, and to be appointed to 
tasks where they are entirely out of their 
depth. Sometimes we find them compos- 
ing the legends for sign boards ; some- 
times supplying material for columns like 
those of the VSroeu Choho. In either case 
the result is very funny, but does not 
contribute much to the reputation of the 


Japanese as a grown-up nation, 
Digitized by CO 








ASSASSINATION OF A GERMAN 
MARINE Al KIAO.CHOU. 





In view of the explicit character of the 
telegram relating to the assassination of 
a German marine at Tsi-mo, it is scarcely 
possible to hope that the rumour will prove 
to be false on this occasion as was the 
case recently with a similar report. With- 
out desiring in any way to minimize the 
heinousness of such occurrences, however, 
we may observe that the death of a 
marine belonging to what must virtually 
be regarded as a foreign army of occupa- 
tion, can not be placed in the same cate- 
gory with the murder of a missionary oF 
a peaceful trader. The feelings aroused 
among the Chinese by the presence of 
German troops on the soil of their country 
are probably of such a nature that the Chi- 
nese Government can not reasonably be 
expected to control them, or justly held 
altogether accountable for their violent 
display. Of course, until we know the ex- 
act circumstances under which the alleged 
assassination took place, we can not form 
any definite opinion about its character, 
but, speaking generally, the German 
marines at Kiao:chou represent an armed 
force hostile to China, and the respon- 
sibility of providing for their safety de- 
volves chiefly on themselves. That, of 
course, is the view that Germany will take 
of the matter. The Chinese Government 
is bound by treaty to protect the lives and 
properties of German subjects visiting 
China for purposes of commerce or re- 
ligious propagandism, but is scarcely bound 
to protect the lives of German soldiers 
forming part of an aggressive expedition 
against Chinese territory. On the other 
hand, there is always the feeling that any 
display of leniency in dealing with such 
matters may lead to disastrous con- 
sequences in China, so that Baron von 
Heyking will probably adopt a stronger 
line than the mere facts of the case seem 
to warrant. It is very much in the in- 
teresis of the Chinese empire that the 
people should treat the Germans with 
all civility and deference, but the people 
probably do not appreciate the fact. 





FAPAN AND WESTERN POWERS, 
—_+—__ 

The editor of the ¥7j# Skimpo will not 
be surprised to find that the series of ar- 
ticles recently written by him and epito- 
mized in our Weekly Summary on the 
gist ult. have attracted some attention. 
Neither will he be surprised to find that 
their spirit has been misinterpreted. It 
is almost inevitable that writers in the 
foreign local press should fall into errors 
when attempting to criticise the contents 
of vernacular journals which they can not 
read in the original. Elsewhere the habit 
of serious critics is to inform themselves 
accurately about the matter they are about 
to discuss, but foreign critics in the Settle- 
ments of Japan are seldom concerned 
about such troublesome preliminaries. 
They just go ahead, and if they can whip 
up their superficialities into a little froth 
of seeming smartness they are quite 
happy. For example, an English local 
journalist, commenting on the ¥i77’s ar- 
ticles, says :-—" Because of a victory over 
an undisciplined mob, whose powder was 
coal-dust and whose generals never re- 
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mained on a battle-field if they could run 
away, does the Jyi really think that a 
Tc addition of tonnage could enable 


e : ( 





Japan to contend with Europe in arms. 
If the statesmen’s thoughts run in this 
vein, then the madness which is the pre- 
cursor of destruction has seized the nation 
and God help Japan.” That, of course, is 
very smart, and we can imagine that its 
composer, when he saw the glowing words 
in type, experienced the pleasant sense of 
warmth down the small of his back which 
Captain Cuttle’s ‘way of puttingit” excit- 
ed in Mr. Toots’ vertibroee. But he might 
just as well have been discussing a new 
method of scavengering for all the rele- 
vancy his remarks possess. The 7st 
Shimpo's articles were the very reverse of 
bellicose. At almost wearisome length 
the writer insisted that the prime object 
of providing a strong fleet for Japan should 
be to avert the danger of war. To be well 
armed, he explained again and again, was 
the best possible guarantee against attack, 
and he instanced the case of England, who, 
with the most powerful fleet in the world, 
not only secures for herself immunity from 
molestation, but is also notably slow to 
put forth her great strength. He further 
expressed the profound reluctance that 
every Japanese must feel to contemplate 
such a contingency as a disturbance of 
the friendly relations existing between this 
empire and European Powers, but unfor- 
tunately such possibilities, he said, had to 
be taken into account by every thoughtful 
student of the times. In short, it would 
scarcely have been possible to advo- 
cate an expansion of armaments in a 
less truculent tone than that adopted 
by the $178 Shimpo, so that when the 
Yokohama critic talks of the dementia 
which presages destruction, he simply 
shows that he has not read the articles 
which he undertakes to discuss. Nothing 
is easier, of course, than to preach plati- 
tudes from the editorial stool; to tell Japan 
that her true policy is to develop her ma- 
terial resources, and to admonish her to 
leave the business of war to those that are 
foolish enough to concern themselves 
about it. That sort of vapid talk is noth- 
ing better than venerable twaddle. The 
modern intercourse of nations teaches one 
unmistakable lesson, namely, that the 
measure of a country’s safely is its ability 
to defend itself against aggression. It is 
a mere danalité to tell Japan that she 
alone among the States of the world may 
rely on the forbearance of her rivals. She 
has before her eyes plain evidence of the 
consequences of such fatuity. Had China 
possessed a squadron or an army of ordi- 
nary efficiency, would she now be under- 
going vivisection at the hands of every 
Power that hasan appetite for her territory ? 
It is of no use preaching to the Japanesea 
line of conduct diametrically opposed to the 
practice of European States. We all talk 
of the gospel of peace and the brotherhood 
of nations, but we make ready unceasingly 
to cut one another’s throats and to save 
our own jugulars against the murderous 
hands of our neighbours. The unhappy 
necessity confronts Japanalso. That she 
could stand up alone against Europe 
sounds an extravagant proposition, but 
there can be no doubt that the duty of her 
statesmen is to make her so formidable 
that noEuropean Power, or combination 
of European Powers, will readily molest 
her. Her safety depends on herself, and 
however regrettable it be that she should 
devote a large part of her resources to 
non-productive purposes, there is no gain- 
saying the fact that the higher the pre- 
mium a nation pays for insuring itself, the 














better its shanees of immunity. 
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FOREIGNERS AND SHARES IN 
FAPANESK COMPANIES, 
Ss ee 

The well-known barrister, Mr. Masu- 
jima, contributes an essay to the latest 
number of the Far East, the gist of which 
is that the acquisition of shares by 
foreigners in Japanese joint-stock com- 
panies of limited liability is not forbidden 
by the Treaties. Briefly speaking, Mr. 
Masujima’s contention is that the only 
veto imposed on the proceedings of 
foreigners outside the Settlements is that 
they must not engage in trade; that to 
purchase the shares of a commercial orin- 
dustrial company is not engaging in trade, 
and that, consequently, such purchases 
are lawful. We should be glad to endorse 
Mr. Masujima’s view, but his arguments 
fail to convince us. Take, for example, 
a cotton-spinning company with its mills 
at Moji. Such an association is unques- 
tionably carrying on an important tradal 
operation outside the Settlements. Can 
it be honestly pretended that every one 
of the shareholders is not assisting to carry 
on the trade? If the acquisition of the 
Company’s shares be lawful for foreigners 
there can evidently be no quantitative 
limit: if all the shares came into the 
market, all would be purchasable by 
foreigners. But we should then have a 
party of aliens running a cotton mill out- 
side the Settlements. Does Mr. Masu- 
jima intend to affirm the legality of such a 
proceeding? Apparently his position is 
that shares are personal property, and 
that a foreigner can hold them “ without 
becoming part and parcel of. the corpora- 
tion”; ‘without his personality being 
merged in it”: that, in short, the legal 
existence of the corporation is quite dis- 
tinct from the legal existence of the 
shareholders. Well, that is a very nice 
point of law. Who are the owners of the 
corporation’s property? Does it not be- 
long to all the shareholders pro ratd? 
If the corporation decided to wind up its 
affairs and sell its buildings and their 
site, would not the proceeds be divided 
among the shareholders? Again, would 
not the foreign shareholders be entitled to 
attend the meetings of the Company and 
vote for or against any proposition relat- 
ing to the conduct of the business or the 
sale or purchase of real property by the 
Company? Mr. Masujima’s line is so 
fine as to be impalpable to us. He says, 
for example, that “the purchase of curios 
anywhere in Japan has never been con- 
sidered contrary to law,” and that there is 
no difference between curios and shares. 
But we should like to know on what 
authority he pronounces for the legality 
of the purchase of curios in the interior, 
We are confident that no Japanese or 
foreign Court would recognise the law- 
fulness of such a transaction under the 
present treaties. If the purchase were not 
for purposes of trade, the case would be 
different of course, but if an export 
merchant may lawfully go to Nagoya, for 
example, and lay in a stock of porcelain, 
enamels, and such things for the uses of his 
business, then assuredly his fellow-mer- 
chant is equally at liberty to go and buy 
tea at Uji or silk in Mayebashi. At any 
rate, the question discussed by Mr. Masu- 
jima has little practical interest, for the 
reason assigned by him in support of the 
legality of such transactions Is precisely 
the reason that would deter foreigners 





from engaging in them. If GBSg 
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invests money in a commercial or manu- 
facturing company, he does not want to 
have a “ legal existence” separate from it. 
He wants to be able to aid in controlling 
its affairs; organizing its business; 
superintendingand assisting in its manage- 
ment and auditing its accounts. It appears 
to us that Japanese publicists do not 
appreciate the views of the foreigner in 
these matters. An Englishman, for ex- 
ample, who thinks of putting money into 
an enterprise, looks, in the first place, at 
the names of the men that figure as pro- 
moters or on the committee. If he finds 
that they are persons of established credit, 
he is already far on the way to being 
satisfied. Then he institutes inquiries, 
and after he has invested, he watches the 
affair closely, assures himself that the 
accounts are fairly rendered, or, at any 
rate, audited by credible experts, and 
takes care to be kept informed by his 
broker of everything affecting the vaiue of 
the shares. How much of all that is 
possible to an Englishman where shares 
in a Japanese company are concerned? 
How many Japanese names does he iden- 
tify as belonging to capitalists inspiring 
full confidence in the stability of any 
enterprise with which they are associated ? 
How can he hope to obtain really trust- 
worthy evidence about the state of a 
company’s accounts or the conduct of its 
business? It is not for a moment our 
intention to deny that many Japanese 


merchants and capitalists are fully 
deserving of every confidence, We could 
ourselves name many such, What we 


mean is that the average foreigner is quite 
outside the financial, industrial and com- 
mercial world of Japan, and that the time 
has not yet come when he is prepared to 
venture into it without trepidation. 
Certainly he is not likely to purchase 
shares on the strength of a title so in- 
distinct as that outlined by Mr. Masujima. 
Indeed, we do not believe that any 
Japanese Company would be willing at 
present lo sell its shares toa foreiguer 
in his own name. We are acquainted 
with some rare cases of share owning 
by foreigners in Japanese companies, 
but the transactions all stand on that 
vicarious basis with which foreign holders 
of real property in Japan are familiar. 
Capital is a coy customer. The soil must 
be better prepared for it in Japan before 
it will trust itself here. 











TERE PUNCTURERS. 
ae 

Cyclists in’ Tokyo, and Yokohama also 
for the matter of that, will do well to be 
on their guard when leaving their machines 
in a street. We have heard of three 
machines which were deliberately mutilat- 





ed by wanton folk during the past few a 


days. Itis supposed that the mischief is 
done by jinrtkisha-coolies who find that 
their chances of employment are injured 
by the vogue which the cycle is rapidly 
attaining. A frnrtkisha-man at Shimbashi 
sees a passenger arrive by train, take his 
wheel out of the van, strap a parcel to 
the bar, and shoot off independently of all 
assistance. Thus the cycle comes to be 
regarded as an enemy of the jinrikisha, 
and the cooli glad to have a slash at 
the tyre when an opportunity offers. 
This is a matter of hypothesis. No jin- 
riftsha-man has been caught in the act. 
But whoever be the perpetrators of the 
mischief, there is mischief in the air, and 
od cca a word of counsel to our readers. 
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THE IMPERIAL CHINESE MARI- 
TIME CUSTOMS. 
— 

It is alleged that one of the conditions 
—the chief condition, indeed—attaching 
to the offer of preliminary assistance now 
made by Russia to China, is that the con- 
trol of the Imperial Maritime Customs 
should be placed in Russian hands. Such 
a condition would be perfectly natural. If 
the revenues of the Customs are to be 
hypothecated to Russia for a loan of 200 
million taels, we cannot wonder that she 
should desire to have the management of 
the security in her own hands. The 
general supposition among Englishmen is 
that the change would be fatal to the 
splendid service which has been organized 
and gradually carried to its present state 
of high efficiency, chiefly by British sub- 





jects. The apprehension may be well or 
ill founded. We do not venture to pro- 
nounce any opinion. But one source of 
uneasiness presents itself to.us very 
plainly : it is the tendency on the part of 
foreign officialdom to interfere in the 
affairs of the Customs. We observe with 
great surprise that the W.-C, Daily News 
not only fails to detect this danger, but 








even helps to aggravate it. Our con- 
temporary lends ils columns to the 
circulation of a statement, ‘on high 


authority,” that successive British Mi 
ters in Peking have been instructed to 
take no action without previously consult- 
ing the Inspector-General of Customs, and 
insists, very justly, that an instruction 
of the kind is imprudent and ill-judged, 
seeing that the Inspector-General is bound 
to work in Chinese interests before all 
things. But have such instructions really 
been issued? To us the thing seems 
quite incredible. Very possibly, indeed, 
Her Majesty’s Representatives in Peking 
have been instructed to keep themselves in 
cordial rapport with, the Inspector Gene- 
ral as an enlightened and far-seeing ex- 
ponent of Chinese views, but that they 
should regulate their acts by his advice is 
an altogether different affair. Such an 
injunction would be distinctly injurious 
to the Inspector-General’s credit with the 
Chinese, for it would present him to them 
in an equivocal light. We are astonished 
that a statement of the kind should be 
lightly made in a public print. In the 
same columns we read the following :— 








We write advivedly when we say that the mem= 
bets of the Diplomatic Body at Peking do not 





quarced with the English lines of the organisa: 
ty 


3 but they do desire some sufficient represens 
nthe Staff at Peking, and a less limited 

js now believed to exist there of 
vancement apart from those of family, 
subseiviency, ot private hiendship., Ivis indeed, 
admitted that on the whole the Luspectorate-Gene- 
tal has exercised bis patronage with cemarkable 
ability and impartiality 5 but the a + of the 
Body have now come to consider that 
able that one or two more Commissio 
should be added to the I 
an advisory board ily for all matters con- 
nected with fir Zementand promationt 
they believe that this would be helpful to the ser- 
vice, and is a just ‘concession in view of the ine 
easing extension of the service, the many 
terests represented, and the inevitable change 
within the next few years in the personality of the 
Tuspectorate-General. 




















It really seems as though our Shanghai 
contemporary endorsed the idea embodied 
in this paragraph ; the idea that the views 
of the Foreign Corps Diplomatique should 
be considered in the matter of the organi- 
zation of the Chinese Imperial Customs. 
Yet nothing can be more certain than that 
interference of such a nature must 
ultioracetya |pirovei fatal to the service. If 
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the Chinese find that by leaving the man- 
agement of the Customs in the hands of 
their foreign employés, a door is opened 
for meddling by the Representatives of 
Western Powers, they will simply take 
the management into their own hands. 
That is as certain as anything human 
can be certain. The W.-C. Daily News 
does not appear to consider that phase of 
the question. A little further: on it 
writes : 
Promations and appointments have been un- 
doubtedly made in recent years that have been 
very distasteful to the service even while it recog 
nised that the rdfe of au autocrat is to act auto- 
cratically, and that have been, to say the least, 
surprising to the general foreign publi China; 
while able men have been shifted here and there, 
duced to retire, or banished to outposts, 
that it has seemed that there must have b 
mistaken notion al Peking that their influence was 
growing tou strong, or involved some prejudice to 
the head of the service, or to younger men whom 
he wanted to promote. ‘The British Legation at 
Peking might sometimes have taken more interest 
these movements than ithas done, While uther 
governments have at times interested themselves 
on beh 
a British Minister having urged the claims of any 
one of his countiymen. 
The suggestion here made is still more 
startling—that the British Minister should 
interest himself directly in the promotions, 
appointments, and distributions of the 
Customs officers, as ‘‘ other Governments 
have done.” So far from approving such 
a recommendation, Englishmen who take 
the trouble to think will condemn it round- 
ly. It is eminently to the credit of the 
British Minister’s sagacity that he has re- 
frained from all such action. If other 
Ministers have been less discreet, their 
sphere of interference has happily been 
small, and Sir Robert Hart has known how 
to maintain his absolute independence 
without offending those that threatened it. 


FAPAN AND THE FAR EAST. 
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Reuter’s Agent in Yokohama is res- 
ponsible for the telegram sent to London 
on December 2tst, to the effect that a 
large Japanese naval squadron had left 
Nagasaki. It was a pure “bunder,” but 


naturally people in Europe regarded it as] 


a simple statement of fact, and never 
doubted it for a moment. Truly the 
public has reason to complain of the ex- 
traordinary canards foisted upon il by 
Reuter’s agents. Japan has been sitting 
perfectly quiet throughout the whole 
course of the recent complications. She 
have not moved a ship or made a protest, 
yet the telegrams despatched to Europe 
has created such a false idea of her attitude 
thal the proprietor of the Mew York Herald 
actually wired instructions from Paris to 
have a war correspondent sent out. The 
correspondent is now in Japan, very much 
surprised, doubtless, to find that not 
the slightest indications of war are ap- 
parent. Reuter’s agents are not alone to 
blame, however. A correspondent of Zhe 
Times in Kobe forwarded the following 
telegram on the 22nd of December :— 
The news of the occupation of Port Arthue has 
disturbed the Ministry, Long Cabinet Councils 
have been held, at which military officials have 
been p t. The newspapers are nonplussed at 
the situation in the Far East, i 
Where did this Kobe correspondent dis- 
cover that “ the news of the occupation of 
Port Arthur had disturbed the Japanese 
Ministry,” that ‘long Cabinet Councils 
had been held ” and that “ military offi- 
cials had been present at them’’? We 
in Tokyo neither saw nor heard anything 
of these occurrences, 
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The North German Gazette, writing on 
December 23rd, says that Japan appears 
to be the favourite source of exciting 
rumours, and continues thus—as quoted by 
the Berlin correspondent of Zhe Time: 

“Tt is a matter of course that in the pushing 
island kingdom of the Far East the Government 
and people cannot he indifferent to recent events 
on the Chinese coasts. On the other hand, there 
would appear to be no adequate foundation for the 
intelligence which atu ibutes to the Japanese an ar 
dent desire to embark upon very ventitesome enter 
prises, The departure of a strong squadron from 
Nagasaki is, in all probability, the result of au in- 
tention to exercise in reality that right to occupy 
Weihai-wei which provisionally belongs to the 
Japanese. But it gives no colour to the view that 
Japan is on ging into a polic: 
adventures of Japan has, no 
always been bold and energetic, but it has also 
been seriohs and circumspect. [t is to be pre- 
sumed that it will not at the present juncture aller 
its character,” 


Referring to the above Zhe Times’ cor- 
respondent says :— 

‘The organ of the German Government does not 
enlighten “the Press of Europe’ as to whether 
Japanese policy would be altering its character if 
it were totake a leaf out of the German book 
and insist upon “permanent guarantees" for the 
security of its interests in the Shan-tung Promon- 
tory. Japanese interests in China are consider 

bly greater than those of Germany, and the 
jailed fist" of Japan, as epresented by its 
powerful navy, is materially heavier than that of 
its newest rival. 


We may append here the following 
telegram sent from New York to The 
Times on December 23rd :— 

Mr. Denby, American Minister to China for 
the last ten years, publishes asematkable letter 
in the Herald on the present situa » Few 
men have a better knowledge of China, He 
of Germany has produced 
that Ger 
ia_at Pow 
Authur, and Japan at Wei-hai-wei, while Eugland 
will probably seize Chusan and control Shanghai, 
It was known in Peking in 1895, says Mr. Denby 
that Russia had promised to maintain the rei 
ing family on the throne and preserve the 
pines. ‘This sicomise she iin lvedka. He believes 
that Germany acts with the consent of Russia 
and Fiance, that these thee Powers will carry 
out thein programme, and that Bugland will not 
interfere but recede, as formerly, before Breach and 
Russian aggression, Ctina’s autonomy he thinks 
gravely menaced, if not lo tfor ever, Mr, Denby 
tvges the American Gove nt tu protect Ames 
an trade interests and insist on equal tariffs 
where now entiled to them, He draws a gloomy 
picture of China's fature—the country divided, 
the dynasty falling, her ports turned into antu= 
ally Hostile foriesser, her provinces the camping 
gronad of alien soldiery "but the Government 
15 still expected to rem: active, 
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INSTITUTE OF FOURNALISTS AND 
THE ENGLISH PRESS IN JAPAN. 
+ 


The Institute of British Journalists has 
adopted, on the motion of Mr. Frederick 
Dolinan, a resolution in'favour of approach- 
ing the Foreign Office for the protection 
of British journalists in Japan, seeing 
that, when the Revised Treaties go into 
force, foreigners will come within the pur- 
view of the law which forbids the publish- 
ing, owning, ov editing of a newspaper by 
any buta Japanese subject. Mr. Dolman, 
when introducing the resolution, quoted a 
letter which he had received from Mr. 
Tennant, editor of the ¥apan Gazette. The 
next thing we shall hear, of course, is that 
the Foreign Office, replying to the In- 
stitute, has stated thatthe matter is already 
under due consideration. There is no 
special reason why the Institute of Jour- 
nalists should not interest itself in this 
matter, for it doubtless believes that the 
business of its confrdres in Japan is in 
some kind of jeopardy, and that to render 
assistance isa duty. But the truth is that 
te is no occasion whatever for any 
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-|the Japanese in such terms, 









action of the kind. The Japanese Govern- 
ment may be trusted to deal liberally with 
this problem of foreign journalism, as well 
as with various other problems of a far 
more complex character which are now 
awaiting solution preparatory to the 
operation of the Revised Treaties. Mr. 
Tennant, when he originally took up the 
subject, fell into the singular error of 
asserting that the clause in the Press Law 
limiting the profession of journalism to 
Japanese subjects, had been inserted by 
the Diet in its 1896-7 session with a view 
to the operation of the Revised Treaties. 
Had that been true, it would of course 





f}have turnished just cause for uneasiness 


as indicating an illiberal spirit on the part 
of the Japanese Legislature. But it was 
not true, The clause had stood in the 
Law for many years, and had been insert- 
ed without any reference whatever to 
Treaty Revision. We do not know whe- 
ther the Institute of Journalists was misled 
in that respect, but the point is of little 
consequence, for the action of the Institute 
is quite belated and superfluous. 








“ HALF-CIVILIZED BARBARIANS.” 
pea Saat 


Captail Mahan foresees a time when 
China, India and Japan will overflow, east- 
ward or westward, and become a serious 
trouble to the white race. Mr. Pearson had 
already ventilated a ilar view, and Mr, 
H. W. Wilson, reviewing Captain Mahan’s 
work in the Pall Mall, says that the 
general soundness of Mr. Pearson’s views 
is proved ‘‘by the meteoric appearance of 
Japan among the world-Powers,” “We 
still wait, however,” Mr. Wilson adds, ‘to 
see how the half-civilived barbarian will 
fight against the best European material.” 
“The half-civilized barbarian” is very 
good. It takes a Mr, Wilson to speak of 
However, 
that might be passed over as mere igno- 
rance did it not assume extreme comi- 
cality in the mouth of a man undertaking 
to draw a horoscope of the Orient’s future. 
The presumption of such men is magni- 
ficent. The danger of being misled by 
them is {the chief peril that the white 
race has to apprehend. Meanwhile, we 
wonder why ithas not occurred to Captain 
Mahan, or Mr. Pearson, or Mr. Wilson 
that there are four cardinal points of the 
compass, not two only. Why should 
Japan’s overflow be limited to east or 
West? Why should it not take place in 
a northerly’ or a southerly direction ? 
Nations do not expand towards the north, 
itis true, though Japan was on the point 
of doing so two years ago if Russia, 
France and Germauy had not stepped in. 
But the south is a natural direction for 
expansion, Perhaps the political pro- 
phets might find that speculation worthy 
of consideration. 

















DEATH OF ADMIRA 
+ 
We regret to. have to announce the death of 


ZL 7SUBO!. 


H.| Vice-Admiral Biron Tsuboi, Commander of 


Yokosuka Admiralty, Deceased bad been in 
a precarious coudi:ion since last Summer and 
is reported to have expired at his residence at 
Shirokane-dai-machi, Shiba, Tokyo, on the 
alternoan of the 3oth ult. Vice Admiral Tsa- 
boi took a prominent part in the late China War, 
especially at the naval engagement in the Yellow 
Sea, when he was in command of the first flying 
squadron, his flagship being thecruiser Voshino. 
After the war he took command of the Japanese 
Standing Squadron and was then transferred to 
the command of the Yokosuka Port Admiralty, 
which, post he eld at the time of his decease, 
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A GERMAN INDIA IN CHINA. 
ee See 

HE Spectator would be untrue to its 
traditions if it failed to pay a visit 

to cloud-land on the wings of Kiao-chou 
potentialities. A stupendous horizon un- 
folds itself to the London journal as it 
takes a place at the Kiel banquet table 
and listens to the ‘Gospel of Majesty” 
pronounced by thelips of the KAISER. A 
German sovereign holding sway over a 
hundred millions of subjects in the richest 
section of the Chinese empire, a Teutonic 
India in China—that is what the dreamer 
of Wellington Street sees as the not im- 
probable outcome of the Kiao-chou 
occupation. The Spectator does not pause 
to think that, from time to time during 
the past 56 years, England too has been 
making openings which might have served 
far more effectually than Kiao-chou to 
contain the foundations of a British India 
in China, but somehow that result seems 
as remote asever. If China is jelly-like 
in the feebleness of her resistance lo a 
powerful stroke, she possesses also the 
peculiar property of jelly in being imper- 
vious to a permanent impression. She is 
much more likely to absorb than -to be 
absorbed. A huge German-Chinese fabric 
such as the London journal's imagination 
pourtrays, is a highly interesting specula- 
tion, and its realization might furnish a 
pleasant solution of one of the future’s 
greatest and most perpleaing problems. 
For it is contrary to all the suggestions of 
reason and the teachings of experience to 
suppose that an immense mass of highly 
endowed people like the Chinese will re- 
main for ever outside the pale of material 
civilisation. They have to come within 
the pale sooner or later, and Germany’s 
‘mailed hand" might be as safe and 
satisfactory an instrument as any other for 
admitting them. But it must be confessed 
that these visions assume a rather ludi- 
crous character when we begin to think 
of the details of the task lying immedi- 
ately before Germany at Kiao-chou. No 
grand lines of Imperialist procedure, but 
very perplexing work-a-day problems, 
present themselves for her consideration, 
In the first place, she has not made a 
territorial acquisition. Kiao-chou has not 
become an integral part of her realm. It 
is only leased to her. It remains a section 
of the Chinese empire, and as such is 
accessible for residential, tradal and in- 
dustrial purposes to the subjects and citi- 
zens of all the Treaty Powers from the 
moment that it becomes accessible to 
German subjects. Germany evidently 
does not object to that. She might have 
placed her acquisition on another footing 
had she been so minded, but she is willing 
that whatever advantages the place offers 
should be free to all. It follows, however, 
that nationals of other States will not be 
subject to German jurisdiction within the 
limits of Kiao-chou, They will retain 
their extraterritorial privilege just as they 
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would in any other part of China. So, 
too, the native element of the population 
will be under native control. The Chin- 
ese mandarin will exercise the same sway 
that he exercises in Shanghai or Tientsin. 
We presume, further, that customs duties 
will be collected by officials of the Im- 
perial Customs Service. The case of 
Macao may suggest ilself to the reader 
as a precedent in an opposite sense. 
But, as a matter of fact, so long as Macao 
was only leased to Portugal, so long as 
Portugal paid a rental of 500 Tls. a year for 
the place, the Chinese posted their own 
customs officials there. Not until 1848, 
when FERREIRA do AMIRAL drove out the 
customs officials by force and peremptorily 
refused to pay any more rent, was Portu- 
guese sovereignty really established. Nor 
can we suppose that China would have 
acquiesced had not the peculiar situation 
of Macao obviated any inconvenient re- 
sults from the change. Macaoisa tongue 
of land 14 square miles in extent, running 
south-west from the island of Heang-shan. 
It is connected with the island by a narrow, 
sandy isthmus across which the Chinese 
built a wall in 1573, so that, in effect, the 
place is completely segregated from the 
mainland, and the Chinese are able to 
exercise full customs control of it from 
the island of Lappa, which lies direct- 
ly opposite its inner harbour. No such 
facilities offer at Kiao-chou. A customs 
cordon might, of course, be drawn round 
it, but such a proceeding would be 
strangely unpractical and extravagant. 
The Germans are not at all likely to drive 
the Chinese to any expedient of the kind. 
There will doubtless be a customs station 
at the port and officials from the I.M.C. 
will discharge their duties there just 
as they do at any of the settlements. 
But where, in all these arrangements, 
will evidences of German sovereignty be 
visible? It does not appear to us that 
Kiao-chou is likely to develop any features 
characteristic of the embryo of a German 
India in China. That is not a matter for 
exultation, of course. We should hope 
that few Englishmen are so narrowly 
jealous as to grudge every colonial achieve- 
ment of Germany’s. We are merely 
setting down plain facts and eschewing 
all sentimental comments. Certainly 
when we consider the steps that have led 
up to this dénowement—the armed descent 
upon Shantung, the despatch of a special 
squadron from Germany under the com- 
mand of the EMPEROR’S brother, the 
speeches at Kiel and the magniloquence 
of the German press, and when we observe 
that the outcome of it all is the opening 
of a new settlement which might have 
been oblained at any moment if any one 
had cared to ask for it, we are obliged to 
recognise acertain atmosphere of fiasco. 
But, on the other hand, there is no mis- 
taking the character of the object lesson 
that has been given to Peking, or the 
great increase of security that has been 





obtained for foreign life and property in 
China. From an English point of view, 
also, we have to thank Germany. She 
has stirred things up so effectually that 
Great Britain has stepped into the arena 
with a degree of briskness and alacrity 
very welcome to her subjects in the Far 
East. 





EDUCATION & RELIGION IN FAPAN. 





og 
OME views recently expressed by 
Marquis ITO on the subject of religion 

and national education were translated 
into the columns of the Fagan Times, and 
being there read by foreign missionaries, 
seem to have inspired a feeling of un- 
easiness. Marquis ITO insisted on the 
necessity of excluding religion from the 
sphere of national education, but the 
dictum appears to have been interpreted 
in the sense that his Excellency is alto- 
gether opposed to any connexion between 
religion and education, whether the latter 
be national or private. We can well ap- 
preciate and sympathise with the disquiet 
that any such declaration emanating from 
the Prime Minister must cause in the 
minds of missionaries, but, on the other 
hand, we can not refrain from regretting 
the want of accuracy displayed by men 
who read into official utterances a signi- 
ficance which their language does not 
warrant. National education is one thing ; 
private education, another, and a radically 
different, thing. Everybody, we presume, 
is agreed now-a-days that it is a moral 
outrage to employ public funds in pro- 
moting any particular form of creed. No 
tdistinction is made between . tax-payers; 
all have to contribute equally whatever be 
their religious belief, and it follows that 
money thus contributed must not be ap- 
plied for the purpose of inculcaling a re- 
ligion which some of the tax-payers cer- 
tainly do not profess. Private education 
stands in another category. If the law 
grants liberty of conscience, it necessarily 
grants also the privilege of organ 
schools where parents can have their child- 
ren educated on religious lines, if they be 
so minded. 








We can be perfectly sure 
that Marquis ITo recognises that princi 
ple. 





In fact, private education in Japan 
is entirely beyond the range of official 
scrutiny, and we fail to see why any 
doubts should have been suggested by the 
Marquis’ statement. 

There is, however, one point to which 
the missionaries might advantageously 
direct public attention, It is that private 
schools in Japan receive no official re- 
cognition, There are several admirable 
schools organized and conducted by 
Christians, where the students get far bet- 
ter education than that obtainable at the 
Middle, Upper Middle, or Upper Schools, 
yet the graduates of the Christian institu- 
tions are wholly ignored by officialdom. 








To have passed through one of the public 
schools conferscertain valuable rights 
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and immunities, but to have passed 
through a Christian school counts for io- 
thing. Consider the case of a school like 
that of the Morning Star, for example. 
It has a staff of some fourteen foreign pro- 
fessors, all men of the very highest attain- 
ments, who would hold leading rank in 
the best educational circles in any Euro- 
pean nation. It turns out every year a 
number of graduates admirably instructed ; 
lads with a sound working knowledge of 
English, French and Japanese, in many 
cases of German also; thoroughly ground- 
ed in mathematics, physics, literature, 
history and so forth; lads, in short, who 
have enjoyed educational advantages far 
superior lo those offered by the best 
public schools in the empire. Yet, so far 
as official recognition is concerned, the 
graduates of the School of the Morning 
Star might as well have received no educa- 
tion. The graduation certificate of a 
public school confers on its holder qualifi- 
cations which are not admitted at all in 
the case of the graduate of a private 
school. There is, of course, a reason for 
this discrimination. The curriculum of the 
public schools is authoritatively fixed, and 
the standard attained by a graduate being 
consequently known, there can be no 
doubt about the value of his certificate; 
whereas the curriculum of a private school 
is arbitrarily determined by the faculty, 
and the State having no voice in the 
matter, not unnaturally hesitates to ac- 
knowledge the result. But that is plainly 
a difficulty of a very partial character. ‘The 
private schools would be perfectly willing 
to receive official inspection, and to sub- 
mit their curricula for official approval, 
guaranteeing to maintain them at a stan- 
dard at least as high as the curricula of 
the public schools. The effect of the pre- 
sent system is to impose a terribly severe 
handicap on private educational enter- 
prise. As a general rule, Japanese youths 
can not afford to go to aprivateschool since 
to have graduated there confers no title 
to the appointments which are in most 
cases the aim of education. Japan does 
herself great injury by this want of liber- 
ality. Education is of prime importance 
to her in her new career, but her 
resources are so slender that, in 
great majority of cases, she can not afford 
to employ foreign teachers of foreign 
languages, and her youths have to be con- 
tent tolearn English, French, German and 
other Western languages from Japanese 
teachers. There are many Japanese who 
can claim to be well versed in a foreign 
tongue, but if all that are competent to 
teach it were collected, we doubt whether 
the whole empire could muster a score, 
and of these not one is engaged at the 
schools, for the emoluments otherwise pro- 
curable by men of good linguistic accom- 
plishments are many times larger than the 
honoraria of teachers. It results that in 
nine hundred and ninety-nine cases out 
of every thousand, the Japanese student 


the 


ratized by GOOgle 





of a Western language has to derive his 
whole instruction from a man whose 
knowledge of the subject is almost gro- 
tesquely deficient and whose pronuncia- 
tion is a burlesque. The idea of 
employing Englishmen to teach French, 
German and Italian in English schools 
would be deemed irrational enough, but 
such a device were brilliantly reasonable 
compared with the expedients resorted to 
in Japan. It is not for lack of appreciat- 
ing thiscruel drawback that the Japanese 
submit to it. Paucity of resources stands 
in the way. A Japanese so-called 
“teacher” of English or French can be 
engaged for 25 or 30 yen a month; an 
Englishman or a Frenchman costs 150. 
We do not to cast any man- 
ner of reproach in the teeth of the 
Japanese when we note these facts. The 
inference we seek to emphasize is simply 
that every possible encouragement ought 
to be given to foreigners who come to 
Japan for educational purposes, after the 
manner of the missionaries: foreigners 
who, partly because of their own devotion 
to a cause which renders them indifferent 
to gain, and partly because of the aid 
given by fellow-enthusiasts in Europe and 
America, are able to devote their services 
to education without making any demands 
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of more than a merely nominal character 
on Japanese purses. Nothing should be 
spared to encourage these men. They are 
simply invaluable in Japan, and when, in- 
stead of 
labours, the Japanese Authorities ignore 
them completely, and treat the splendid 
schools organised and conducted by them 
as institutions unworthy of even official 
classification, they display a want of dis- 
cernment which seems to us very incon- 
sistent with their usual character. We do 
not know whether the missionaries have 
ever taken up this subject earnestly and 
industriously. If they have, the public has 
never heard of the effort. We should at 
least have expected a monster petition 
signed by every missionary in Japan. 


hastening to recognise their 











TAX-PAVING CAPACITY OF 2HE 
FAPANESE. 
——_+ 

I’ the opening essay of the last number 

of the Far East, the editor reviews the 
political and financial situation of Japan 
with much thoughtfulness and sobriety. 
The absorbingly interesting fact is that 
the nation now finds itself at the parting 
of the ways. It has to choose one of two 
routes. Either it must abandon the pro- 
gramme of expansion elaborated by its 
statesmen and endorsed by its people after 
the war with China, or it must consent to 
make larger pecuniary sacrifices. Speak- 
ing in round numbers, the regular expendi- 
tures on account of the Army and Navy 
on their increased fooling were estimated 
at 42 million yen annually, against 164 
millions, the axte-bellum figure; and to 
this lad to be added a sum of about 133 











millions for maintaining the Navy at the 
new standard. ‘Thus the scheme of arma- 
ments expansion, when completed, would 
call for an addition of 39 million yer to 
the regular annual expenditures. In addi- 
tion to this, since the development of the 
mercantile marine was essential to the 
utilization of the army as well as to the 
growth of national wealth, a system was 
inaugurated for making State grants in aid 
of ship-building and navigation. A sum 
of about 7 million yen anuually had to be 
estimated under that heading. Finally, 
for the carrying out of various public un- 
dertakings, the building of railways, the 
completion of the armaments expansion 
programme and so forth, public loans 
aggregating 213 million yen had to be 
floated, and since an addition of 125 
million yen had been made to the national 
debt on account of the war, the total in- 
crease of the State’s indebtedness would be 
340 million yex, involving yearly payments 
of 17 million yer on account of interest 
alone. Hence the various increases of 
national outlays according to the post- 
bellum programme, would be :— 









Additional cost of mai 
and Navy 
Giants ina 
Navigation . 
Additional appropiia 
of National Debt (taking into account 
the gradual amortization) 
Grants to Formosa ,,, 











Total 


To meet these additional outlays the Gov- 
ernment proposed four fiscal measures, 
namely, lwo new taxes—a Registration 
Tax and Trades Tax—and two increases 
of taxes in the cases of tobacco and sahké. 
The net estimated increase of revenue 
from these four sources was 26} million 
yen, and if we compare that figure with the 
64} millions shown in the above table, we 
find a deficit of 38 millions on the revenue 
side. But there are some facts to be 
noted here. The first is that the Govern- 
ment’s estimate did rot include any ap- 
propriation for keeping the Navy up to its 
new standard, whereas we have allowed 
134 million yen annually on that account. 
The second is that the Government’s fore- 
cast of aids to navigation, &c., was only 3 
millions ; the third, that no allowance on 
account of Formosa was set down in the 
Government’s plan. But even when 23} 
millions are deducted on these accounts, 
there is still seen to be a deficit of 144 
million -yex. Besides, such deductions 
can not be properly made if we desire to 
arrive at a just conception of the actual 
state of affairs. We can not omit either 
the expenditure for keeping the Navy up 
to its new standard, or the grants in aid 
of navigation and ship-building, or the 
assistance required for developing For- 
mosa, and we find ourselves confronted by 
a deficit of 38 million ye on the revenue 
side. 





Moreover, the four new sources of 
revenue devised by the Government are not 
proving as produclive as was anticipated. 
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Changes made by the Diet in the Registra- 
tion system reduced the income from that 
source by 14 million yen; the Trades Tax 
seems likely to yield a million less than 
the estimate ; the tobacco monopoly -ill, 
it is said, fall short of the forecast by fully 
2millions. Here then is a total difference 
of 4} million yen, and if we add it to 
our previous deficit (38 millions) we 
have an aggregate excess of expenditure 
amounting to 424 millions. Are there no 
new sources of revenue to be set against 
that deficit? Certainly there are. There 
is first a sum of from 6 to 8 millions from 
the new Tariff. There is secondly an 
addition of fully 11 millions in the income 
from State Undertakings—ze. five per 
cent. on a sum of 126 millions which isto be 
spent on the development of railways and 
telephones under the new programme. 
And there is thirdly the natural develop- 
ment of the Ordinary Revenue. Omitting 
the last item, however, since it will pro- 
bably be absorbed by the natural growth 
of the Ordinary Expenditures, we may 
summarize our results thus :— 




















Total additional aunual outlays under — Fen. 
all the headings of the post be/lum Millions 
Programme (including Formosa)... 643 

Total addition to revenue 
from four sources devised 
by the Ito Cabinet in 1895, 
applying the reduc 
made by the Diet and Millions 
deficits indicated by ex- 
perience 22 

Additions on account of Tariff 
and Revesue from State 
Undertakings Pana 18 

Aggregate additions of Revenue... 40 
Deficit on side of Revenue wuss 24h 





We do not see how these figures can be 
traversed, or how the fact is to be escaped 
that an additional revenue of, say, 25 
million yen has to be finally provided. 
The Budget compiled by the MATSUKATA 
Cabinet for 1898-9 shows a deficit of in- 
come amounting to 17} million yen, with- 
out taking Formosa into account, and 23 
millions if Formosa be included. It may 
therefore appear to our readers that our 
estimate of an ultimate deficit of 24} to 25 
millions is too small, but the fact must be 
noted that our figures include 18 million yen 
of revenue from the Tariff and from State 
Undertakings, neither of which assets are 
immediately available. By the fiscal year 
1903-4, the deficiency of revenue would 
certainly not be in excess of our figure, 
unless the ordinary expenditures of the 
State in the meanwhile show increments 
not now anticipated. Still there is no 
gainsaying the fact that additional revenue 
must be provided or the post-be//um pro- 
gramme will have tobe abandoned. Now 
is there any difficulty in obtaining addi- 
tional revenue? That is the question 
which one heats perpetually propounded, 
and from the nature of the answers 
one would suppose that the tax- 
paying capacities of the people had 
been stretched to their limit, whereas 
in truth there is an immense mar- 
gin that can be still drawu upon. We 
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may consider this problem in various 
ways. We may first compare the actual 
sums contributed by the Japanese tax- 
payer and the sums contributed by the 
tax-payers of other nations. The results 
of the comparison are startling, for we 
find that while Japanese subjects pay only 
2.30 yen per head in the form of direct 
taxes, British subjects pay 20 yen, French 
224 yen, German 7}, and Belgian g}. Such 
figures are unsatisfactory, however, since 
they take no account of the important 
factor, national wealth. An Englishman 
may have less difficully in paying 20 yen 
than a Japanese has in paying 2.30 yen. 
Another way of considering the matter is 
to set down, side by side, the development 
of the nation’s wealth during recent years 
and the rate of increase in the taxes. The 
Far East adopts that method, and fur- 
nishes the following interesting table :— 


Railways... 
Steamers (tons) 
Capital of Bankes 
Capital of Comp 


. 1892 
1895 
1896 
1896 
1896 
1896 






1894 
1896 15/920 
jon yent) 1,324, 
But these figures, too, are unsatisfactory 
since they furnish no information as to the 
incidence of the increased taxes. Thus 
when we say that the yield from taxes has 
grown by 33 per cent. during 15 years 
in a country where tradal and industrial 
enterprises of all kinds are developing by 
leaps and bounds, we assert a proposi- 
tion so natural as to be scarcely worth 
consideration. But when we further note 
that the greater part of theincreased yield 
has been due to the imposition of a tax 
on alcoholic liquors, which still escape 
with the absurdly small impost of 5 pence 
a gallon, we see at once that the people's 
tax-paying capacities have developed out of 
all proportion to the strain put upon them. 
All this is somewhat vague, however, 
The question we desire to answer is what 
amount can the Japanese people contribute 
to the State Exchequer without serious in- 
convenience? It appears to us that one of 
the simplest and safest ways of answering 
is to consider what they actually contri- 
buted in pre-Restoration days. There is 
no difficulty in determining the main 
figure, at allevents, In 1863, a table was 
compiled showing the revenues collected 
from their fiefs by 264 feudal nobles, 
great and small, exclusive of the Shogun. 
The total was 18,580,593 Aokw of rice. 
According to the most accurate calcula- 
tions, the revenues of the Shogunate 
amounted to over 4 million kodw. Let us 
put them as 3} millions, however. ‘Thus 
our final result is that the agricultural 
classes paid annually forthe support of 
the feudal nobility 22 million £oku of rice. 
The foku in 1863 was worth 11 bu, or 
about 15s. sterling, the equivalent of 7} 








yen to-day. Hence the money value of 
the land tax in 1863 was 165 million yen. 
The money value, however, is a fallacious 
criterion. We must consider quantities 
rather. We must say that out of an 
aggregate crop of 3o million Aoku of rice, 
the farmer paid 22 millions by way of taxes. 
In other words, eleven fifteenths of his 
rice crop went into the exchequer of the 
State. His barley, beans, tubers and 
other agricultural produce escaped scath- 
less, but of his rice more than two-thirds 
were taken from him. The yield of rice 
to-day is about 39 million 4oku. Two- 
thirds of that amount would be 26 million 
kok, representing over 280 million yen, 
whereas the land tax actually paid is only 
38 million yen. The significance of such 
figures can not be minimized. It may be 
urged that out of taxes aggregating 91 
million yen, the farmer now pays 38 mil- 
lions, but if that proportion looks large, the 
fact remains that he paid more than seven 
times as much in feudal times. Nor does 
it appear that his lot was then particularly 
hard. On the contrary, the officials, re- 
cognising in him the chief source of the 
State’s revenue, treated him with great 
consideration. If special levies had to be 
made for war purposes, the merchant, not 
the farmer, was required to pay, and, as a 
rule, there does not seem to have been 
any discontent among the agricultural 
class unless they were subjected to special 
exactions by dishonest officials. We see, 
thus, what the farmers actually paid before 
the Restoration, and we can have no diffi- 
culty in estimating their capacity to-day. 
The Land Tax might easily be doubled 
without causing any distress. Then there 
is the Saké Tax, concerning which the Fé7¢ 
Shimpo writes so persistently. England 
raises arevenue of 250 million yer an- 
nually from taxes on beer and spirits and 
100 millfons from tobacco. The corres- 
ponding figures in Japan’s case are 29 
millions and 7 millions respectively. 
There can not be the slightest doubt that 
these sources of income will one day be 
exploited with more courage. By impos- 
ing a tax of a shilling a gallon on refined 
saké, the State could obtain an income of 
80 million yex instead of 29 millions which 
it now receives, and, as the Fiz Shimpo 
points out, since the lower orders do not 
drink refined sa&é, they would not feel 
the impost. With regard to tobacco, we 
entertain no doubt that the present system 
of a monopoly will by-and-by be abandon- 
ed in favour of the English plan of pass- 
ing the leaf through Government store- 
houses and levying a tax on it in transit. 
Twenty ses—or 5 pence—per Ib. would 
yield a revenue of some 18 million yen 
annually, instead of the 6 millions net ob- 
tained by the monopoly. It is abundantly 
clear that the tax-paying capacities of the 
nation are ample, and that the revenue of 
the State might be raised to 200 million 
yen without the least inconvenience. If 





Japan wants to play the role uf an impurt- 





1g2 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Feb. 5, 1898. 





ant Power, she must put her hand in her 
pocket. Judging by the noise that is 
made about adding a couple of millions 
sterling to the revenue, one would imagine 
that her resources were already strained 
to the utmost and that she found herself 
in embarrassed circumstances, whereas 
among all the States claiming a place in 
the comity of civilized nations, her national 
burdens are conspicuously the smallest. 
In truth, comparison is almost impossible 
so great is the difference. Germany, for 
example, which is probably the most 
economical Power in Europe, takes 7$ 
yen per head from her subjects in direct 
taxes whereas Japan takes only 2.30 yen; 
Germany's public income represents 134 
yen per head of her people, Japan’s 2.95 
yen; the service of Germany's national 
debt costs each of her subjects 4.90 yen, 
whereas the figure in Japan’s case is 71 
sen; Germany spends 4.85 yen of each of 
her nationals’ income on her army and 
navy, while Japan spends only 93 sez. 
The fact is that the Japanese are a little 
childish in their ideas about finance. They 
will have to develop a modicum of courage 
and work on slightly more liberal lines if 
they really intend to come out of their shell. 





FOREIGN CAPITAL. 
eae 

N arecent issue we translated from a 

vernacular contemporary the opinions 
said to be entertained by the foreign 
merchants of Kobe with reference to the 
introduction of foreign capital. We now 
find in the Kobe Chronicle a summary of 
the remarks made by Mr. WEALE, Vice- 
Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, 
at a meeting of the Committees of the 
Foreign and Japanese Chambers, held on 


January 2tst :— 

Without going into the details of the causesthat 
had given ‘tise to the monetary stringency now 
prevailing, M+, Weaie thought it was obvious that 
the crisis had wow attained a stage where palliative 
measutes of some kind were anecessity. [t would 
be of considerable interest to the Foreign Chamber 
of Commerce to learn by what mears and from 
what direction relief was viewed as eventually pro. 
bable by the Japanese Chamber. Amongst otlier 
suggested measures they had of course heard of a 
proposed contraction in the armament extension 
scheme, but so far as could be foreseen very little 
hope was to be entertained in that quarter, Not 
only would such a depatiure prove embarassing 
frou a political point of view, but it was doubtful 
whether the programm was not already too far 
advanced to permit of any modification of prac 
tical value, 

The phase of the problem in which those present 
were more directly concerned was trade, and it 
was naturally to a cemedy from that quarter that 
the commercial interests of the country would 
devote their chief attent That this had to some 
extent been recognised, was proved hy the recent 
agilatio both the Tokyo and Osaka native 
press for the granting of permission to foreigners 
to own shares in Japanese enterprises, and by the 
advocacy by one journal (namely, the ¥is# Shimpo) 
that foreigners should have the right'to own land 
under the same conditions ay the Japanese them- 
selves. 

Tn connection with these two lastenamed pro- 
posals, Me. Weale said he should take the oppor- 
tunity to make one or two brief remarks, more 
especially as the interest they possess undoubtedly 
applied more to Osaka and Kobe as torming—so 
to speak—the industrial backbone of Japan, than 
to any other section of the Empire. Avery mis 
taken view was held as regards both these pro- 
posals by a large number of Japanese. Iu the 
first case, the value of the concessions advocated 
























































was apt tobe markedly exaggerated. The tight 
to hold shares or not was of far less importance lo 
the average foreigner than was commonly sup 
posed. He would ga so far as to say that without 
absolute confidence in the securing of equal rights 
and an equal voice in the controlling influence 
of any enterprise, it was in the highest degree im- 
probable that any foreigner would care to become 
extensively interested in Japanese ventures, The 
facility, therefore, was not one upon which it would 
be wise to base expectations of any important 
influx of foreign ca 

To be peilectly sincere, the one and only condi- 
tion, continued Mr, Weale. upon which such i 
vestment could be counted on was the granting to 
foreigners identically the same tights and pri 
vileges regarding the tenure of land as were 
enjoyed by the natives of this Enpire themselves, 
Even then he would deprecate the notion of there 
being any likelihood of a ‘rush’? to secure 
property on the consummation of Treaty Revision, 
There seemed to be in many quarters a wide. 
spread belief or fear that in the event of such a 
concession, an attempt would at once be made by 
foreigners to acquire everything most promising 
in Japan—property, industries, &c., &e., ad ine 
finitum! He weed scarcely pomt out to an en- 
lightened body such as he had the honour of 
addressing, that this was a fallacy unworthy a 
consideration, No better example 
this point could be taken than Great Bri 
where it was open to everybody or anybody having 
the desire and necessary capital to acquire as 
much property as they pleased. Indeed, the fact 
was that the benefit derived by the individual bore 
no compatison with that reaped by the country in 
Unowing itself open to the influence of outside 
energy and capial. Industries may be introduced 
and fostered for the temporary benefit of those who 
create them, They cannot, however, be taken 
away, and must always temain the asset of the 
h they have been implanted. That the 
of an interest in any country constitutes 
lemanding every effort towards its pre- 
servation from outside aggression or interference 
was perhaps an argument that at first sight might 
appear far-fetched, but its value had been deman- 
strated many times ere this, and doubtless would 
be again before the history of the world came toa 
close, 

























































ere remained the futher alternative of ad 
al Gavernment Loans, which, however, for 
19 reasons did not appear to call for ugent 
consideration. ‘The removal of Treaty restrice 
tions offered an opening tor capital sy much 
more natwal and interesting that it practically 
took precedence of all oth: 

Ie could not tut be admitted on both sides that 
pecuniary assisiance of some kind was greatly to 
he desired at the present stage of the country’s 


















would be spent on the acquisition of sites, 
the erection of buildings, the payment of 
operatives and so forth. But only a frac- 
tion of the funds thus expended would he 
added to the stock of floating capital ; by 
far the greater part would pass into the 
hands of the labouring classes, and while 
materially assisting to promote geueral 
prosperity, would not sensibly assist the 
Japanese themselves to develop the re- 
sources of their country. In short, the 
starting of new enterprises with foreign 
capital and under foreign auspices, how- 
ever desirable in the interests of Japan’s 
material progress, would not lessen the 
embarrassment now felt by Japanese 
capitalists, who find themselves loaded 
with shares and bonds which, though 
possessing a nominal market price and a 
real value, can not be converted into 
money because no money is available for 
their conversion. Hence the Japanese 
instinctively turn to foreign capitalists, 
and cast about for means to induce the 
latter to invest in shares and bonds which, 
so far as the returns they give are con- 
cerned, undoubtedly represent good in 
vestments. How do such transactions 
present themselves to foreigners, how- 
ever? In the first place, there is the 
fundamental difficulty relating to the 
ownership of real property. The share- 
holders in an industrial, commercial, 
banking or transport association 
pro ratd owners of the real property 
held by the association for the purposes 
of 
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its business. Foreign shareholders 
would be excluded from any such owner- 
ship. They would stand on a lower 


plane than the Japanese share-holders. 





development. The question was whether it would 
wot be wise to attract it while money in Eu 
was cheap and plentiful, seeing that capital might 
at any moment find am outlet for itself in other 
divections (as, for example, large loans to China), 
from which it would be difficult to re-divert it. 


Owing, perhaps, to the loss of explicitness 
that all matter suffers in the process of 
summarization, these remarks of Mr. 
WEALB’s leave something to be desired 
in points of clearness. They read as 
though he referred to ownership of land 
as a privilege which, if once granted, 
would go far to attract an inflow of foreign 
capital, independently of enterprises al- 
teady started and organized by Japanese. 
That is not exactly Mr, WEALE’S mean- 
ing, we imagine. There are two avenues 
by which foreign capital can be introduced 
into Japan; they may be called the arti- 
ficial avenue and the natural avenue. The 
artificial avenue is a public loan. With 
that we need not concern ourselves for 
the moment. The natural avenue is the 
purchase of shares by foreigners in Japan- 
ese commercial, manufacturing, banking 
and transport enterprises, or the starting 
of such enterprises by foreigners them- 
selves. The latter method would not 
give any appreciable relief to Japanese 
finance, for the moment at all events. It 
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might cause an inflow of money which 


That is a vital objection. In the second 
place, the foreign shareholder could not 
take an active part in the management of 
the enterprise so long ashe was ‘exempted 
from Japanese jurisdiction. He could not 
assume the responsibilities of control 
without being amenable to all the laws 
that relate to its exercise. There is even 
a strong doubt whether he is at present 
entitled to legal recognition asa share- 
holder. It is useless, under such circum- 
stances, to talk to foreigners about buying 
shares in Japanese companies. Two pre- 
liminaries are essential: the first, that 
foreigners and Japanese should be equal 
before the law; should have equal rights 
and be amenable to the same restraints ; 
the second, that the foreigner’s title in 
the property of the association should be 
just as valid as the title of the Japanese. 
It is understood that a note appended to 
the Revised Treaty between Germany 
and Japan secures to foreigners the right 
of becoming partners with Japanese even 
in an enterprise the prosecution of which 
involves ownership of real property. 
That is something, but not much, since it 
can not mean that rights of property are 





acquired by the foreign partner. The 


plain fact is that until the privilege of 
property 


owning real is extended tu 
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foreigners, they will never seriously think 
of purchasing the shares of Japanese 
companies. That objection does not 
apply with equal force to the inauguration 
of enterprises by foreigners themselves ; 
in fact, it can scarcely be said to apply at 
all, for the foreigner will be able, as a 
superficiary, to obtain all the facilities of 
land tenure that are necessary for indust- 
What the 
Japanese earnestly desire, however, is, 
not that foreigners should start tradal and 
manufacturing enterprises on their own 
account, but that they should put money 
into enterprises already started by Japan- 
ese, and until the difficulty about real 
estate is removed, that desideratum will 
never be accomplished. There would 
still be something to overcome—the 
foreigner’s distrust of Japanese business 
methods and Japanese commercial mora- 
lity. Time alone can remove that obstacle, 
however, whereas the elimination of the 
real-estate difficulty is a mere matter of 
legislation. 


rial or commercial purposes. 





A GERMAN ENGINEER FOR THE 

IMPERIAL RAILWAY BUREAU. 

2 Sag 

We gather from vernacular newspapers 
that a German expert has been engaged 
by the Imperial Railway Bureau in succes- 
sion to Mr.C. A. W. Pownall. The name 
is not given, but the qualifications of the 
new employé are said to be very high. 
This will be the first instance of a German 
engineer's engagement on the Japanese 
railways, we think, Hitherto, with one 
or two American exceptions, all the experts 
employed have been British subjects. It 
is not to be inferred, however, that any 
dissatisfaction is felt with Englishmen, or 
that an engineer of non-British extraction 
was originally desired. The fact is, we 
believe, that search was made in England, 
in the first place, but that, in view of the 
very high qualifications prescribed, no one 
of the necessary standing was found will- 
ing to accept the salary offered—£1,200 
perannum. An Englishman of the desired 
type could scarcely be induced to give his 
services for less than £3,000. The Ger- 
mans have a great advantage in the fact 
that money being much more valuable 
among them than it is in Great Britain, 
their good men are willing to serve for 
comparatively small emoluments. It is 
just possible, of course, that the Japanese 
Authorities may have been to some extent 
influenced by considerations of military 
strategy. The German railway system is 
excellently organized for strategical pur- 
poses, and there may be a desire to contrive 
some similar organization in Japan. That 
does not seem altogether probable, how- 
ever, for the strategical conditions in Japan 
are essentially different from those in 
Germany. In the latter country the basis 
of all railway organization for military pur- 
poses is frontier defence, a problem which 
need scarcely enter into Japan’s con- 
sideration at all. Apart from strategical 
questions, however, there is certainly 
plenty of work to be done on the Japan- 
ese State railways, for they seem to have 
fallen into a condition almost resembling 
disorganization, and complaints of traffic 
congestion are heard on all sides. ‘The 





trouble will not prove mci to ler in letters of gold. 











man management, however, No foreigner, 
whatever his nationality or capacities, 
is entrusted with any administrative 
authority in Japan, and so long as that is 
the case, no foreigner can be really 
efficient. The Japanese employers are 
the sufferers. 








STATE PURCHASE OF RAILWAYS. 


fait Aas 

The talk about a State purchase of the 
principal private railways appears to be 
again reviving. It was heard pretty 
loudly a few months ago, but evidently 
had no solid foundation. Wedo not know 
that it possesses any’ greater claims to 
public attention now than it did then, but, 
at any rate, it is worth noting as one of 
the ways proposed for introducing foreign 
capital. The project is that the Govern- 
ment should raise a loan abroad at 34 per 
cent., and should devote the proceeds to 
buying up the chief private railways, as 
the Nippon, the Sanyo, the Kiushiu, the 
Kwansei and so forth, taking over their 
stock on the basis of 4} per cent. net pro- 
fit. Thus a 50-ye share of arailway pay- 
ing adividend of 10 per cent. would be 
bought by the Government at 125 yen, and 
there would be a clear gain to the State of 
1 per cent., which would serve for pur- 
poses of amortization. The main, indeed 
the only, argument of those advocating 
the measure is that, under existing cir- 
cumstances, no money is procurable in 
Japan to build lines which are urgently 
needed, whereas if such a purchase were 
effected, the proceeds would certainly be 
devoted, in great part, to the construction 
of new lines. The Military Authorities are 
said to endorse the scheme, as the only 
available means of giving an impetus to 
railway development at present. But 
even supposing that the Government were 
willing to adopt the proposal, it is by no 
means certain that the railway companies 
would consent. 





4 NEW PROJECT ABOLT FOREIGN 
CAPITAL 


- 

The new Minister of Justice, Mr. Sone 
Arasuke, is supposed to be one of the ad- 
vocates of introducing foreign capital into 
the country. The ¥4¢ Shimpo publishes 
a statement of the ideas said to be enter- 
tained by him on the subject. His plan 
is to increase the capital of the Bank of 
Japan from go million yer to 250 millions, 
and to allow foreigners to become share- 
holders. As to the method of obtaining 
money direct by means of a loan, Mr. 
Sone is understood to have no objection 
were it possible to avoid putting a large 
profit into the pockets of the foreign 
lenders or agents. He does not think 
that possible, however, whereas he does 
think that if the shares of the Bank of 
Japan were brought within reach of foreign 
capitalists, they would find ready pur- 
chasers. Timid conservatives may object 
that, were such a plan adopted, the foreign 
shareholders would ultimately get the 
control of the Bank of Japan completely 
into their hands, but Mr. Sone does not 
tegard that objection as worthy of being 
seriously discussed. His own view is that 
the larger the interest obtained by foreign 
investors in the Bank—which is only 
another way of saying, the larger their 
interest in Japanese prosperity—the better 
it would be in every way for the country. 
We entirely agree with Mr. Sone, Such 
enlightened views as his deserve to be 








THE “ SATURDAP REVIEW" AND 
THE KAISER. 

- 

The bitterness of the Saturday Review 
against the Emperor of Germany is vitrolic. 
Nothing can be worse than the tone of its 
writings. They do not show the very first 
symptom of the courtesy which is un- 
doubtedly due from any foreign journalist 
towards the great nation of which the 
Kaiser_is the head. Probably a good 
many Germans are considerably distressed 
and perplexed about their Sovereign’s 
doings, not being quite sure whether his 
impulsiveness may uot pluage the Father- 
land at any moment into serious trouble. 
But no German could fail to be intensely 
angered and offended by language such 
as the Saturday Review employs about his 
monarch, It can scarcely be said, now-a- 
days, that newspapers contribute much 
towards bringing about the reign of peace 
and goodwill upon earth. One comment 
made by the London journal, however, 
seems well worth quoting :—'Kvery one 
agrees now with Ranke that the reason 
why we beat France in our hundred and 
fifty years’ duel with her was that France 
tried to do too much; she tried to keep 
the hegemony of the Continent while 
attempting to beat Britaimat sea, and this 
double task was beyond her strength. In 
spite of this historical lesson the German 
Emperor has just committed the same 
blunder. Compelled to hold the hege- 
mony of the Continent as a condition of 
national existence, Germany under his 
leadership is now striving to found colo- 
nies and construct a navy which shall dis- 
pute with ours the supremacy of the sea.” 











7HE KOBE-YOROHAMA CATILE 
TRAFFIC. 


Se es, 

The N.Y.K. steamer Nagoya Maru, which 
arrived here on Friday night from Kobe, ex- 
perienced very heavy wealher when in’ the 
neighbourhood of Oshima, early on Friday 
morning—the same storm that visited Yoko- 
hama at about 3 am, that day. We learn 
that the Nagoya shipped forty-two head of 
cattle at Kobe for Yokohama, but only six were 
landed alive, aud these mostly in a terrible 
condition, It is full time some steps were 
taken by the authorities to enforce regula. 
tions for the proper safeguard of cattle shipped 
on coasting steamers, not only in the interest of 
shippers, but out of simple humanity, The 
system adopted on the N.Y.K. steamers in 
shipping cattle is simply to tie them up by the 
horns, on deck, to the rails or bulwarks of she 
ship, with no rear or side support whatever— 
not even skids or fillets on the deck to give the 
poor beastsfoothold, As acousequence, in heavy 
weather, or whenever the ship rolls to any 
serious extent, the whole of the weight of the 
caitle is thrown upon their horns, which in cases 
of very heavy weather, as on the recent tip of 
the Nagoya Maru, are simply torn from their 
heads, inflicting excruciating torture on the 
animals and generally ending in their death in 
ghastly agony, A strong rail should be fixed at 
the rear of the cattle to afford support in the 
rolling of the ship, and fillets of woud nailed to 
the deck to give them some foothold, as is done 
on all cattle s‘eamers between Ireland and 
England. It is strange that shippers of cattle 
in Japan have so far been content to pay for 
the transport of cattle by steamship companies 
which take uo ordinaty precautions for the 
safety of the live cargo shipped. 














Bria 





A compromise has heen effected in Washing- 
ton whereby Mr. E, H. Conger, of Maine, comes 
to the East as US Minister to China, and Mr. 
C,.P. Bryan, the former nominee, goes 10 
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SUMMARY OF CURRENT JAPANESE 
LITERATURE, 
i Aes i 

Japanese scholarship has sustained a great 
loss in the death of Dr. Mitsukuri Rinshé, so 
well known as a writer, at the comparatively 
early age of 52, Born in Yedo, early in 
life he devoted himself to the study of Eng- 
lish and French. On his return from Europe 
at the beginning of the Meiji era he entered 
Government service, but at the same time 
opened a school of his own and engaged in 
translation, As a teacher he was very popular, 
and numerous are the public men of to-day 
who studied under Dr. Mitsukuri when boys. 
Among the books that he published, the 
best known are the #) 5% BI) MB, Kanzen 
Kummi, a treatise on morals; the Bankohku 
a New History of the World; the 
Gathé sittron, a generalwork on the Man- 
agement of Schools; and the 7ékeigaku, 
Statistics. He wanslated the whole of the 
French Code and was one of the principal 
Compilers of the original Japanese Code. In 
1896 he was made President of the Administra- 
tive Court (Gydsei. Saibansho). He was created 
a baron shortly before his death as a reward for 
his many services, These particulars are taken 
from the Kokumin-no tomo. Dr, Toyama fur- 
nishes to the Zaiyda fuller notice of the life and 
labours of this pioneer of western learning and 
civilisation, from which we cull the following 
detail Tost people will remember Mr, Mitsu- 
kuri asthe translator of the Code de Napoleon 
and the author of the first draft of the Japanese 
Code, few know how proficient he was in Eng- 
lish and how great was the impetna given to 
English studies by bis labours. He was the first 
to compile an English Dictionary, which, after 
being revised and enlarged by one of his pupils, 
Mr. Horikoshi Aikoku, was given to the world, 
and for a long time proved most useful. Among 
his pupils were Mr. Kikuchi Dairoku, Mr. Mi- 
tsukuri Kakichi and myself. Dr. Mitsukuri, as 
teacher of English, was connected with three dis- 
tinct institutions, namely the BARRA Kaiseijo, 
(the former University), the Numazu Military 
School and the Shizuoka School (under the 
control of the Tokugawa Shogunate). Dr, Mitsu 
kari’s influence on many well-known men of 
to-day was very great. Among these may be 
mentioned Messrs. Nakai Tokusuke, Oi Ken 
tar6, Kishimoto Tatsuo, Maejima Mitsu, Shi- 
mada Saburd, and Taguchi Ukichi. 


Comments on the character of the exhibits 
atthe Third Exhibition of Pictures held a short 
time ago appear in the Zaiyo (No. 24) under 
the title of * The View of an Outsider.” The 
exhibits amounted to 1,200, a larger number 
than has been received at any previous exhibi- 
tion. Out of these seven pictures were chosen 
as worthy of being forwarded to the Paris Ex- 
h bition of 1900. The following gentlemen were 
invited to act as judges: Messrs Okabe Ché- 
shoku, Kaneko Kenta:o, Matsui Naokichi, Tsu- 
bouchi Shdyd, Isono Tokusabur6. Mr. Kaneko 
is reported to have made the following observa- 
tions—we do not profess to give the exact 
words, but their gist:—We are agreed in thinking 
that artists should be encouraged in producing 
pictures that show a blending of the three styles 
(Chinese, Occidemal, and Japanese) in an original 
manner. To expect that the Afeiji era should 
possess a style of its own is quite natural. But 
there is one point that does not seem to receive 
sufficient attention from modern artists. Inthe 
best painted scrolls that have been handed down 
to us the objects are so sketched that they can 
be seen distinctly from a distance. How clear 
are the dragon and the tiger in Yeitoku's famons 
sketch preserved in the palace of Momoyama. 
None of the objects portrayed in our modern 
pictures can be seen distinctly six feet away. 
Snfficient pains are not taken with coloaring, nor 
is there any attempt to make the outline of 
objects clear. 

Mr. Tokutomi said that the progress which 
had been made was most gratifying, but still 
there was a great want of harmony in the 


work of the artists, Many of the pj or 
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minded him of the awkward mixture of foreign 
and Japanese customs incidental to the revolu- 
tion through which they had passed. ~The bar- 
monising of styles must, he thought, be de- 
ferred w a later age. In portrait painting there 
wasa distinct advance, Hitherto Japanese 
artists have too frequently made no distinction 
between the faces of men of character and 
ability like Yoritomo and Hideyoshi, and mere 
covlies, and not infrequently it has been hard 
to determine whether the artist intended to 
fepresent a man or a woman, In this year’s 
exhibits there is marked improvement in this 
respect. Muny of the allegorical, and what may 
be called ideal, paintings are very well done. 

Mr. Tsubouchi compared the tentative 
efforts of modern artists to the writers of the 
“New Style Verses” in literature, and criti- 
cised certain exhibits in detail. Mr. Okabe 
said that he was in favour of the greatest liberty 
being allowed as to style. The exhibits showed 
a great variety, He did not advocate limiting 
them, In go years’ time it would be early 
enough to decide what paintings were worthy of 
being permanently retained, He was not in 
favour of artists explaining their designs to 
others, It is preferable to allow the public to 
find ont for themselves, The more subtle the 
ideas embodied the more pleasure will the 
pictures give to the lover of art. 

Messrs Hashimoto and Kawabata were of 
opinion that in some instances it was dangerous 
to urge on young artists the necessily of invent 
ing a style of their own, that it was preferable 
for them to try and imitate some of the great 
mastersin their early days, and not attempt a 
thing new antil they were thoroughly versed in 
the laws of art. 
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In the Ayditujiron is published a statement 
of Mr. Fenollosa’s views on the education of the 
future, with special reference to the conse- 
quences of mixed residence in Japan, of which 
the following is an epitome, 

There is no denying that the prevailing ideas 
of Orientals and Occidentals are widely dif- 
ferent and in some cases almost irreconcilable, 
If Japan had only todo as India and Egypt 
are doing, adopt Western civilisation en masse, 
her task would be comparatively easy. But se 
has not sufficient faith in the perfection and 
universal superiotity of our system of civilisation 
to follow this course. - She has come to the 
conclusion that a judicious choice of ele- 
ments is the only safe method to adopt. 
Now since Western civilisation is the re- 
sult of the keenest competition among dif- 
ferent countries, it is undoubtedly very strong. 
[f we ask what its strength consists in, 
the reply is wealth. Our intelligence has all 
been centred on the one question of how to 
acquire wealth, Our laws, our governments, our 
armies, our science, our treaties with each other 
are all means employed to make ourselves 
rich, Our ethics are controlled by considera- 
tions of profit and loss. I have not included 
Christianity among the instruments ulilised for 
enriching ourselves, as itis undoubtedly true 
that Christianity is the chief of all antagonisiic 
influences to the dominant spirit of the age— 
the desire to be rich, The attitude it assumes 
is illustrated by the class of persons who consti- 
tute its chief devotees. While welcomed by 
women and children, it is for the most part 
treated with cold indifference by the pushing 
business man of the world. If it could be 
asserted with truth that Western civilisa- 
tion is in every respect superior to Bas- 
tern civilisation, then the sooner the former 
were transplanted to Japan the better. But the 
truth is that a close analysis of our Western 
system of civilisation reveals the fact that 
it contains some very weak elements. The 
tendency of our modern isation is to place 
the control of the world in the hands of two 
or three nations. If nothing interferes with the 
progress of events, the outcome will be that 
America will be supreme in the West and Rus- 
sia inthe East. The monopoly of power mea 
despotism, arbi rariness, cruelty, and eventual 


disintegration, We shail see great changes in 
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in which the central principle of our civilisation 
is apt to work itself out. In checking the accu- 
imulation of wealth and its consequent power by 
a select few, even the much-despised socialists 
are doing good service. 

Our Western civilisation is essentially an 
external affair. The men who figure most on 
account of their wealth are not civilised in the 
(rue sense of the word. Turning to the East 
we find that with the absence of the power and 
influence which characterises Occidental na- 
tions, there is culture of the highest kind. The 
chers of antiquity, Christ, Confucius, 
g-tez, and others all made a deep im- 
pression on the Oriental mind. Christianity has 
effected nothing in the West compared to what it 
has done in the East. The same holds good of 
art and philosophy. In the West art is valued 
tor the sake of the emotional pleasure it affords, 
In the East it is valued for the, ideas it em- 
bodies, If asked to state in one word the differ- 
ence between the two systems, 1 whould say that 
Westen civilisation is like an adult that is blind 
and Eastern like a child that can see. The two 
can help each other, but their relation to each 
other cannot be that of persons where one does 
all the leading and the other all the following. 
The experience of the adultand the clear vision 
of the child may be utilised in finding out what 
is the best path to follow. The experiment 
that Japan is engaged on is keenly watched by 
expectant eyes both in the East and the West. 
To this nation is granted the oppoitunity of 
harmonising in a new form all that is best in 
the two systems of civilsation we, have dis- 
cussed. 





x * 


In an article on the Japanese fiction of the pre- 
sentday the Waseda Bungaku observes that the 
most prominent of all the characteristics of 
Nineteenth Century European literature is the 
faithfulness with which it portrays real life, 
This tendency has rendered the realistic novel 
the most popular of books. Among Japanese 
imitators of this class of writing Ozaki is per- 
haps the most successful. Rohan’s vovels are 
putely idealistic, and he does not aim at render- 
ing any of his descriptions in a manner that re- 
presents real life, He gives the reins to his 
fancy, not only in the choice of ideas on which 
to write, but in the invention of methods of ex- 
pression, which are farremoved from all descrip- 
tions of actual life, The Waseda Bungaku is of 
opinion that every novel should have an ideal 
object, but that its narrative should be taithful 
to the occurrences of every-day life. The object- 
less realistic novel, according to the magazine we 


are quoting, no longer finds favour in Japan. 
. 
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The Zeitoku- Bungaku furnishes an “ account 
of the principles and objects of the two Fine 
Art Societies known as the Bijatsu-KyGkai and 
the Kwaigwa-Ky dshin-kai The former is con- 
servative, the latter progressive. ‘The establish- 
ment of the Kwaigwa Kyéshinkai dates ten 
years later than that of the Bijutsu Ky dkai, The 
chief object of the creation of the new society 
was reform. No outsider can regard with com- 
placency the attitude of these two bodies to 
eachother. Insiead of recognising each other's 
merits, they indulge in mutual recrimination, 
Neither school can be said to have succeeded. 
the pro-foreign school has neglected to culti- 
vate methods in which Japanese painters excel, 
and the conservative school has ignored all 
modern improvement on ancient art. The 
result of all this igthat Japan is at present with- 
out any real standard of art. Styles are so 
mixed as to be almost incapable of intelligent 
classification, The judgment passed on Japan- 
ese pictures in Europe many years ago led toa 
departure from old methods and a. srrious 
attempt to vie with Occidentals on their own 
lines. How far this attempt has succeeded will 
be made clear by the opinion pronounced on 
Japanese exhibits at the Paris Exhibition in 
1900. 
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At the November meeting of the Shigaku-kai 
an address was given by Mr. Naka Mitsuzo on 
the subject of Foot-binding in China. The 
originOafiglvecevistonn, Mr, Naka observed, is 
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somewhat obscure. There are not wanting 
evidences that at times the Chinese themselves 
considered the practice injurious. For instance, 
it was forbidden about the beginning of the jHf 
Tsing era (the end of the XVI. Century). 
The first record of the prevalence of the custom 
is said to date from about a.p. 618. 

‘At the same meeting Mr. Miura Chikayuki 
read anessay on “ The Rights of Parents under 
Military Rule,” which treated of (1) The 
position of parents under the ancient civil rulers 
of Japan; (2) the introduction of foreign 
Chinese laws respecting the rights of Parents ; 
(3) the military system under the Kamakura 
Shdguns and the way it affected family life ; (4) 
the systems of domestic government. in vogue 
under powerfal barons in Hideyoshi's time ; (5) 
the various changes in respect of the rights 
granted to parents during the Tokugawa era, 
‘The most valuable part of the essay is that which 
discusses the ancient military system of Japan 
in its influence on the position of parents in 


the fumily. 
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According to the Zeikoku Bungaku the at- 
tempt to improve the Japanese stage, of which 
we heard so much a few years ago, has practically 
failed. Even the influence of Mr. Fukuchi has 
notavailed against the conservatism of the chief 
actors; The writers of dramas and the actors 
have little sympathy with each other, Hence 
the slow progress, It is now proposed to 
found a society to be called the Stage reform 
Society, whose members shall consist of actors, 
stage-managers, and play-writers. It is hoped 
that this combination will insure the carrying 
out of the improvement that the times demand. 

a" 

The weath of Mr. Morita Shiken, the well- 
known writer and translator, is commented on 
in all the chief magazines. A native of Bitcha, 
asa boy Morita was a diligent student of Chi- 
nese. He subsequently entered the Keidgijuku 
and afterwards joined the staff of the Machi 
Shimbun. Aftertouring in America and Europe, 
he returned to Japan and devoted himself toa 
literary life. He was a great admirer of Victor 
Hugo, many of whose works he translated. He 
was the master of a rare style, His method of 
translation was first to master the thought of 
the original and then to render it in as polished 
and accurate a manner as possible, — Peiliaps 
no one has succeeded so well in showing the 
capabilities of classical Chinese as a medium 
for conveying high class Western thonght, Cut 
off at the early age of 37, his death has caused 
a blank in the literary world which will not be 
easily filled. 
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From the Shigaku Zasshi we learn that the 
Gunjornija (BEM FAR) bas proved a great 
success and is now going through its second 
edition. In commenting on this work the 
Shigaku Zasshi says that prool-reading in Japan 
ix done very carelessly and that even in standard 
works like ‘he one now under consideration 
there are a very large number of errata. The 
same magazine notices favourably Mr, Aston's 
English translation of the Kojiki, recently 
published in London under the auspices of the 
Japan Society. The Shigaku observes that 
though Professor Florenz and others have 
translated certain portions of the Kojidé, Mr. 
Aston has the honour of being the first to 
furnish a translation of the entire work, 


ane 

The magazine quoted above gives an 
account of an interesting discovery made at 
Dékan Yama, a place situated near Tabata 
Station, between Ueno and Ojj, which, itis said, 
throws additional light on the mucl uted 
question, the origin of the Japanese. A 
peculiarly shaped cave, called in Japanese fate 
ana, containing a number of ntensils, has been 
unearthed at the above-mentioned place, which 
shows conclusively that a certain class of the 
ancient inhabitants of these islands were 
Malays. ‘The shape of the cave and the utensils 
found are both well known as belonging to the 






Shigaku-sasshi, is that the people known as the 
Koro-pok-guru or Pit-dwellers of Yezo and 
the Kurile islands, also lived in various parts 
of the Southern islands of Japan, and that they 
were of Malay origin, probably reaching Japan 
through Formosa, where similar relics to those 
found at Dékan Yama are most common.* 

The Shigaku Zasshi relates at some length 
the difficulties the Russians had in shipbuilding 
at Toda, in Izu, where they were wrecked in 
1854, at the time of the great earthquake. By 
the aid of Japanese carpenters they succeeded 
in building a schooner in which they eventually 
set sail. The kindness they received on that 
occasion shows that the anti-foreign gpirit, 
which was so strong iu the Shdgun’s capital at 
the time, was by no means shared by the 
inhabitants of the provinces, The writer’ of 
the account has lately returned from a_ visit 
to Toda, where he collected a good deal of in- 
formation bearing on Japan's first attempt at 
foreign shipbuilding.” ‘The carpenters who 
were employed in constructing the Russian 
schooner acquired knowledge that served them 
in good stead in after years. They subsequently 
scattered themselves throughout the surround- 
ing provinces and became the pioneers of naval 
architecture in Japan. 


one 

The Shakai Zasshi gives an epitome of re- 
cently expressed opinions on the prevailing 
practice of certain newspapers as regards the 
publication of tales containing immoral details. 
The Shakai Zasshi suggesis that newspapers 
and magazines should devote a certain portion 
of their space to the publication of the lives of 
men of merit and virtue or other matters calculat- 
ed lo prove morally beneficial to their readers. 
The Mainichi Shimbun has already commenced 
to adopt this course, and two or three other well- 
known organs have decided to followsuit. The 
Five 16 10hd asks the daily newspapers to 
devote a column of each issue to news of a 
moral type. Rare indeed are the occasions, says 
this paper, when any prominence is given 
to virtuous actions, The deeds of the wicked 
are described in detail, but the good works 
of the virtuous men and women in our 
midst are seldom noticed save in a cursory man. 
ner, On this subject the Waseda Bungaku 
observes that in its cpinion the popularity of the 
literature which is considered so objectionable is 
not by any means to be considered as a proof 
of the depravity of readers, Tales of vce are 
more interesting than tales of virtue, because the 
former deal withrare incidents, Peoplegrowtired 
of reading of actions that are commonplace. It 
is the rare that captivates, whether it relate to 
virtue or to vice. Even in music, with the 
Japanese, it is not the gleeful but the plaintive 
that charms, If this quality of rareness can be 
maintained in tales of virtue as it is in tales of 
vice, the former would undoubtedly take with 
the public, but much of the so-called moral 
writing of the times deals too much with virtue 
in the abstract to form interesting reading to 


the majority of people. 
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The Waseda Bungaku hasan article on Daily 
Newspapers, from which we take the following 
particulars :—The Kokumin Shimbun under. 
went enlargement and considerable improve- 
ment in October last. Inthe new series one side 
of a sheet is devoted to the discussion of literary 
and social topics. Current literature receives 
a large amount of attention, even the leading 
columns of the paper often containing notices 
of recently published works. In theimportance 
attached to literature the Vikon follows close 
on the heels of the Kokumin. The Forosu 
Choho and the Mainichi Shimbun both makea 
ow when writing on literary subjects, The 
Pomiuri and Fiji Shimpo are not distinguished 
by any special attention paid toliteralure, though 
the former is often spoken of aga literary as well 
political organ, As regards the other papers 
literature occupies with them a very third-rate 
place. One encouraging feature to be noticed 











* Vide a paper on this subject by Professor Milne in the 
l'ransactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan, Vu X » p 187 
et seq In this paper Mr. Milne says thathe has never 
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reard of any evidence of the existence of the Pit-dwellers 
discovered in the main island. 





the decrease of daily newspapers in the 
‘A few years ago they numbered 
over a score, They have now been reduc- 
ed to 14+ It would seem as though the 
public retuses to support more. It is be- 
coming the custom for some papers to publish 
the lectures of Késhakushi, even the Yomiuri 
having adopted this practice. The success of 
some of the novels that appear in the dailies is 
very astonishing. The Hinode Shima by Gensai 
(Murai), appearing in the Héché Shimbun, has 
already stretched over 400 issues of the paper, 
and is still unfinished, and the interest of the 
public, it is said, has never flagged throughout. 
The most remarkable of all the characteristics 
of the Japanese newspapers of the present day 
is the use made of their advertising columns. In 
this the Fit leads. It is said that the Filé 
makes 10,000 yen per month by its advertise- 
ments alone. When it is remembered that 20 
years ago advertising was always associated in 
the Japanese mind with charlatanism and re- 
garded as an indication of the nnsoundness of 
an enterprise, on the principle that ‘good wine 
needs no bush,” we see how radical is the change 
that has come over the leading business men of 
the empire. a. 
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In the Kydiku-Kohd, which is the organ of 
the Japanese Education Society in a new form, 
appears the report of an address delivered by 
Baron Suyematsa on ‘The Sublime and the 
Beautiful,” of which the following is an ab- 
stract :—The Japanese term difufsu is a literal 
translation of the English “Fine Art,” but an 
examination of the various uses of the word 
A rutsu shows that it does not precisely cor- 
respond in extent to the English word art. The 
Japanese term is used as the equivalent of art 
in the industrial sense, as denoting a class of 
skill in any kind of workmanship, and also in 
the sense of fine art, thal is a knowledge of the 
accomplishments that are applied to the produc- 
tion of what is beautiful. The sense conveyed to 
the Japanese mind by bijutsu is not the same as 
is conveyed to an Englishman by the term Fine 
Aris, orto the Frenchmanby Les Beaux arts. 
The term 3& 44, the equivalent of beautiful, 
does not include the idea of sublimity with 
which the European mind is so famili 
There is beauty that has no sublimity in 
and with that beauty the Japanese mind, ac- 
cording to Baron Suyematsu, is best acquainted. 
There isa great difference, says Baron Suye- 
matsu, between JERE Sére, the sublime, and 
SEB birei, the beautiful. There are those who 
say that even in Japanese scenery, with the 
exception of Fujiyama, there is little that is 
entitled to be described as sublime, though 
there is much that is beautiful, This is cer- 
tainly the case with her literature and her art, 
her customs and even her language, concludes 
Baron Suyematsu. 
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The latest number of the Mihonjin has an 
article on education, religion, literature, atts and 
accomplishments, the tone of which is most 
despondent. The present educational system 
is denounced in unmeasured terms. As regards 
religion, among both Christians and Buddhists 
sincerity and earnestness are the exception, 
hypocrisy and coldness the rule, There can 
be no real faith, says the Nihonjin, where a 
Japanese Christian is content to be wholly 
supported by foreign money, In respect to 
literature Japan is still in its infancy. Among 
the crowds of volumes that are issued monthly 
there are few works of any real merit. In 
foreign countries we read of editions of 10,000 
copies being sold where the price of one 
copy is 100 yen. The lately issued Standard 
Dictionary sells at 40 yen. The booksellers 
have been trying to get the price reduced to 20 
yen by promising to take 15,000 copies, To sell 
15,000 copiesin Japan would be the very utmost 
that conld be accomplished, This shows what 

















the purchasing capability of the Japanese 
reading public actually amonnts to, Take the 
newspapers—so.000 copies per day isthe highest 








+ This isincorrect, as was shown in these columns a few 
weeks ago-— Writer of the Summary 
A in half morocco. 
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figure reached, while there are papers that do 
not issue more than 2,000 copies. In Western 
countries there are papers that circulate a mil- 
lion copies per day. (?) The world of art is no 
less unpromising, Though there are two Exhi- 
bitionsof pictures held every year, nothing worthy 
of comparison with the choice productions of 
Western lands is exhibited. It is much to be 
feared that even our very best pictures will ex: 
cite ridicule at the coming Paris Exhibition, 
In foreign countries we hear of paintings fetch- 
ing over 10,090 yen, but there is nothing to be 
found in Japan that would realise such a price. 
Music fares no better than art. There is no real 
progress in this accomplishment, because there 
Is no real taste for it, Various have been the 
efforts (o stir up enthusiasm on the subject of 











music, but the results have been most di 
couraging. In regard to other arts and 
accomplishments there is the same stag- 
nation, There are artisans of skill and 


industry in abundance, bat the demand for 

high class work is so small that they despair 

of even making a living, to say nothing of 
establishing a reputation. 
ane 

The Rikugd Zasshi has an interesting article 

advocating that Japan should in future make 

Switzerland and not England her model. The 


special points of excellence in the Swiss, ac 


cording tu the Rikugs, are the attention they 
pay to edugation, their love of freedom, their 
respect for popular rights, the equal distibu- 
tion of property that is encouraged—out of 
485,000 families it is said that no less than 
465,000 are landowners—their freedom from 
all the taxation and distress attending the 
maintenance of a large standing army. ‘The 
physical peculiarities of the two countries, as 
well as the character of the inhabitants, have 
much in common, says the Rikugd. Japan's 
attempt to make England her model is bound 
to end in failure, and to it the Rreugéd applies 
the Japanese proverb, Kawazu ga ushino mane 
wo seba hara ga sakeru. 
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Dr. Motora Yajitd contributes to the Wihon 
Skugi an article on suicide in Japan, of which 
the following is the gist, Cases of suicide are 
of two kinds, There are those who destroy 
themselves without any derangemem: of mind 
whatever, The act is a deliberaie one, commit- 
ted as a result of reasouing—of a considera. 
tion of the circumstances in which they find 
themselves. ‘These cases may be subdivided ac 
cording to the prevailing cause of the act of des- 
truction, (a) The e are lovers who prefer to 
die together if unable to live together in this 
world, (b) There were in olden times loyal sub- 
jecty and retainers who thought it their duy to 
accompany their masters to the land of shades, 
(c) There are those who put an end to them- 
selves because in their estimation death is more 
honourablethan life. They sactifice themselves 
on the altar of fame. (il) Thete are thowe who 
die rather than be a burden, 4 hindrance, or a 
disgrace to others, (e) There ae n few 
who die for the sake of the rewards that 
religion offers in the next world. In all 
these instances the sense of duty plays an im- 
portant part, There is another large class of 
cases in which adverse circumstances, or crimes, 
are the real canses of-self-destruction, ‘These 
causes may be particularised as poverty, incurable 
disease, disappointment at the failure of some 
great scheme, consciousness of guilt and fear of 
discovery and punishment, and inability to bear 
disgrace, Therearealsosuicides whoarelunatics, 
The insanity may be permanent or temporary. 
hese casexarenotequaliu number to those enu- 
merated above, 

In very ancient times the usual modes 
of commiting suicide were strangulation, 
poisoning or burning. From the days of the 
‘Taira, Aarakiri, and thrusting a sword into the 
outh on horseback for samuraé and drowning 
and hanging for women were the f-shionable 
modes of self-destruction. The elaborate cere 
monies connected with the sacred rite of sep 
puku, for so it may be called, were not 
elaborated as known to the 47 Roads till the 
Tokugawa era, 
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As regards the practice in ancient times, there 
is much to be said for and against it, concludes 
Dr. Motora, but the world is now agreed in con- 
demning suicide. The conditions of life have 
altered. Man's ideas of his responsibilities and 
his duties have also undergone thorough trans- 
formation. Much of the pessimism which 
prepared men’s minds for desperate deeds has 
given place to a more healthy state of feeling 








TWO YEARS OF ¥APANESE TRADE. 
ae Pee: 

The Michi Viché gives details of the imports 
and exports during the past two years, The 
exports for 1897 compared with those for 1896 
show a considetable increase in taw and waste 
silk and noshi, habutae, cotton yains and 
fabrics, matches, straw matting, wheat straw 
braid, tea, dried cutile fish, sea weed, fish and 
vegetable oils, camphor, crude and wrought 
copper, coal, &c., whereas in imports an increase 
is noticeable in iron nails, o:l cake, rice, sugar, 
peas and beans, kerosene oil, raw cotton, wool, 
machines, locomotives and cars, bar and rod 
iron, iron and steel rails, railway and shipping 
stores, and implements which are likely to con 
tribute to the development of the country’s 
industry in tuture, The import of articles of 
luxury has, the Michs Nichi is glad to notice, 
considerably decreased. ‘The figures are as 
































follow :— 
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dabutae EI 9ig30.676 706107 ta 7B as 
Usher silie Wextilen =. "308.655, 3 4.166 
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vied Gutile bah, 43.0406 shas ft 

Sea weed... 831,403 ‘onset 

nish de veget-bie y 684,938 greet 

Mush o ms shiitake). 609.558 E087 

Carnphor oa agt8agrtt9,190 + 
(rade and wrought 

canner 5 174.608 + 

rieenes 31,545,809 + 

Mitcelia* cous a3.45t.stt t 

























Total 2) 163,138077 
Tura n—Cuee panes 
in yarn 9.625 as 2 
Shirtings..e > 31183,608 ay 
Gener conta fabrics. SBa0.78y = 
383:, = 
8 = 
187,055 = 
3,943.53 = 
1,901,813 
1439.06 
331.339 
3 aus 587 3. 
4B 310.8) 44,78..095 3043 
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ac,cogfoo 13,853,843 6.149.286 
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3887616 ars ore Bat on 
7 667.387 31 03 3,336,384 
She 85998 29,328,932 8,706,304 
43.6209) 32.571 352 11,046,803 
1,037.488 988,305 59.197 
44:677.796—33.58.037 3 36039 
Machines... 12,291.037 6,206.276 6084 751 
Engine: 60 361874430 
Iron (ba (680.437 
Rail 7A95548 
Railway stores oa 
Shippi- stores. mig484t 1654 704 $.540037 
Fotal 310591496 160,805,<20 16,918.94 





47,626.267 





1716740476 
— Decrease. 


Grand total... 119,300,778 
+ Increase. 








The Nippon Yuasen Kaisha have received a 
telegram from their Kobe branch saying that 
a serious fire broke out on Monday night at 8.30 
on board their Bombay steamer Hiroshina 
Maru, whilst at anchor at that port, and was 
notextingnished nntil 2 o’clocka.m. A quantity 
of cotton and rice is reported damaged. This 
confirms the telegram from our own cor 
respondent published on Tuesday morning in 
the Fapan Mail 

A telegram published in Jspanese papers 
on Wedussday adds that out of 500 bales of the 
cotion, 80 were destroyed. The total loss is 
estimated at over yen 20,000, No injury was 
Te" by the hull of the vessel. 
























MONTHLY CUS1OMS REWURNS. 
+ 
The following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for December last, showing the foreign 
trade of the Empire for the month :— 




















Exports 4:772,107.000 16,275 871.730 
Imports +14,120,521.790 19,170,106.770 











Lotalexparts and imports. 


a sees 351445,978:500 
lixcess of imports 


2,894 ,235.049 












customs buries. 








Exports .. »  230,c84.373 
Importa .. . 438,368.08 
Miscellaneous... +29,387.136 

Total .. sees 696,840.193 












SO1AL VALUE UF BXPUKIS 10 AND MYOKL¥ FAUM VARIOUS FOREIOX 
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Specie and Bullion } jiiports. Best sso 
Total 7,206,543 310 
Excess of imports r §.854,180 310 
(Exports... 4.954.343-430 
By Japanese Merchants { Tryon: seen 
Imported by Government 7,687 820 
YALU OF COMMODITIRS AXPORIAD AND IMPORTED HACH MONI W 
CUnnanT Yean. 
’ ts. Imports, Total. 
january sansa 780 95,169/934.80 
February MUR yoo sect otne 
March 2901093800 31678-565570 
Apr 18)103.514.9.0 20,718,977 370 
May 20;356405.120 34 885.758.910 
June BGonaup.st0 mS81,901.060 
July 374 49,099 350 28,176,411.020 
August’ 14,606,931 710 2345 '8.270.790 37,.05 312-520 
September 12'994.302.750 18,354,645 €oo 31,248 748 630 
October 17-093.077-192 20,524449.090 38,518,426.210 
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Dee mber MERIC I TATONCT7o Sa4S ATES 
Total, 219,300,771.640 382,435,848.960 
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FAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 

a aes 

The Nippon states that the policiesissued by 

the Imperial Life Insurance Company in the 

capital have reached an enormous number, the 

red being no less than 19,256,- 

700 yen, while the number of persons insured 

totals 63,372. The reserves of the Company 
aggregate 1,309,074 yen 











About three years ago,the Foreign Department 
sent out a number of young men as student 
attachés to the Consulates of Peking, Soul, 
Viadivostock, and Mexico, their studies being 
partly commercial and partly diplomatic. The 
Department has now determined to extend the 
movement, and will send ten more students to 
China, Russia, Switzerland, &c. 















The Chuo publishes the investigations made 
as toythejemoury af deposi s received and loans 
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issued by the seven influential banks in the 
capital, the Bank of Japan excepted. The rst 
Bank is tepresented as having received 4,389,- 
38 yen in deposits; the 3rd Bank 3.557.535 
yen; and the 15th Bank 3 822, 556 yen; and 
the tooth Bank 3,575.595 yen. ‘The amount 
held by Mitsui is the largest, being 8,221,182 
yen; the Mitsubishi accupies a prominent 
position in the list with 5,270,956 yen ; while 
Yasuda is scarcely less conspicuous, its vaults 
containing a sum of 3,795,998 yen. 








The Nippon announces that over 2,000 
Formosan insurgenis were discovered to be 
hiding in the neighbourhood of Tapentsong 
and Honkiangtan. Rumour was soon current 
that they were abont to allack the gendarmerie 
in the latter distriet. The frightened inhabitants 
resolved to fly to Kimpaoli with their money and 
valuables, One of the ringleaders, arrested 
at Kimpaoli, is said to have confessed that, 
having established their head quarters in Pasent- 
song, they indulged in plunder, and on the 
4th December extorted a sum of sooyen They 
made an assault upon the gendarmes in Hen- 
kiang, but were repulsed by a volley, losing 
eight in killed and over twenty wounded. 


The profit realized by the various banks in the 
capital during the latter half of last year was 
really considerable, the Shogyo asserts. Had 
dividends been declared in proportion to the 
profits acquired, the rate would have been the 
highest yet paid. But the greater the profit the 
more quickly have the bonds in possession of 
the Banks fallen in value. Atthe settlement of 
accounts at the end of the year before last, the 
bonds were calculated al the rate of 98 yen per 
100 yer face value, but last year it was con- 
sidered necessary that the appraisement of public 
securities should be made between 94 yen and 
96 yen—a difference of 4 yen. Thus the profits, 
though considerable in amount, were mostly 
absorbed in discounting the bonds in question, 


The following comparative table is published 
in the Tokyo Asahi showing the difference in the 
prices of commoditie: Tokyo and Osaka for 
the 3oth year of Afeifi, the value on the roth 
January, 1887, being taken at 100:— 
‘ ty7. Average price in Osaka Average in Tokyo. 
an 


y. 
February. 
March .. 
















August. 
September .. 
October 
November 174 
December 172 

From the above it will be perceived that though 
the enhancement of prices in Tokyo did not 
exceed 72 per cent, since January, 1887, i 
reached 94 per cent. in Osaka. During last 
year the appreciation of commodities in Tokyo 
was scarcely above 26 per cent. but Osaka ex- 
perie-ced an increase of 31 per cent, above the 
ordinary rates. 
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According to investigations completed by 
the Finance Department and published in the 
Shogyo, the amount of national loans afloat at 
the end of December last, compared with the 
figures recorded for June, was as follows :— 











Bonds. June, 1897. Dec., 1897. 
Yen. Yen. 
Consols . sess 174,564.250 174 564,250 
++ 121,724,000 123,324,000 
29 $09,370 29.509 370 
22,000 000 22,000,000 
se eeece t 41,000,000 
9,288,600 9. ae, ooo 
5.486 362 266 908 





‘Total . 


++ 375.572)582_ 494.953, 3128 
The amounts redeemed and issued during the 
latter half of last year were 

bonds) 229,454 yen; issued 
perial Bonds, 29,60c,000 yen; a balance re 
maining of 29.380,545 yen. During the second 
half of last year no steps were taken for redemp- 








Google 


tion except in regard to old bonds payable in 
yearly instalments. Nor were purchases made 
for that purpose, while two vatieties of bonds— 
War and Public Undertakings—were issued to 
| the amount of 29,600 000 yer. 


Rumour is current that Mr. Kaneko, ex-Vice- 
Minister of Finance, has formulated a scheme 
for organising a bank with both foreign and 
home capital. His project, says the Shogyo, 
seems to have been based on the investigations 
which he carried out for three years while in 
office. He specially despatched two envoys to 
Europe and America for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the actual condition of the financial 

arket. One of them lately returned to Japan 
with elaborate reports on the subject, and Mr, 
Kaneko himself will probably sail for America 
bout May next. His programme in regard to the 
introduction of foreign capital does not involve 
the usual employment of commissioners or the 
deposit of shares in the hands of foreigners, The 
object is, in fact, to obtain funds in the form of 
loans, so that the same may be distributed among 
minor capitalists in the imerior. To carry itout, 
however, a certain revision of the laws is neces- 
saty. Whether the foreign funds so introduced 
should be employed in industrial or mining en 
terprises, or for the organization of a bank, is a 
question which remains to be solved by direct 
negotiation with the American capitalists. The 
question was brought upon the tapis at the 
Cab'net meeting of the 25th instant, 














The Chuo calls attention to the fact that 
Japanese tea bas found great favour in America. 
The amount exported to trans- Pacific ports from 
Japan and Formosa exceeds 45 million and 15 
million pounds respectively : two-thirds of the 
total consumption in America. The dealers in 
Indian and Ceylon teas have vigorously at- 
tempted to compete against the Japanese leaf 
by dint of advertising, the expenses of which 
are reported to have reached 200,000 dollars a 
year. “They have even” the Chuo adds, 
published such artful expressions as to entice 
“(the public to infer that the Japanese tea is 
spurious and utterly unfit for a beverage. ‘The 
reputation of the Japanese leaf was  seri- 
ously impaired through these mean devices.” 
Having acquainted the Government with 
these facts, the tea dealers of Japan succeeded 
in obtaining a subsidy of 70,000 yen to be 
appropriated in repudiating the allegations and 
in counter-advertisementsin American journals. 
But the amount proved insufficient, and the 
dealers have therefore again combined to peti- 
tion the Government for a fresh subsidy of 
150,000. 





In spite of the fact that a considerable amount 
of Government paper has been burnt from time 
to time and so withdrawn from circulation, a 
sum of for million yen still jains floating on 
the market. A bill for prohibiting the circula- 
tion of Government paper was to have been pre. 
sented daring the 11th session of the Diet, but, 
the Diet having been dissolved, nothing was 
done. The amount destroyed is to be supplied 
by 50 sen silver pieces, in producing which the 
Osaka Mint is now busily engaged. ‘The object 
of the Government is not only to have its own 
paper redeemed, but also to have one yen con- 
vertible notes withdrawn from circulation, five 
yen notes convertible into gold being floated on 
the market. Notes below five yen denomination 
will, it is said, be withdrawn in favour of 
silver ; but the substitution of silver for notes is a 
question, remarks the Yomiuri, which must be 
solved with reference to the degree of people's 
desire for subs'diary coins. So long as the public 
is disposed to regard the white metal as incon- 
venient for purposes of circulation in compari- 
son with notes, the Government’s exertions, 
however earnest, will certainly end in failure. 





In view of the steady expansion of maritime 
enterprises after the War, the Osaka Com. 
mercial Marine Company some time ago in- 
creased its capital to ten million yen in 400,000 
shares of 25 yen each. Subsequently, however, 





such an enormous amount of capital was found 
unnecessary, and it was reduced to 5,500,000 


| amount of 180 millions only. 
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yen. This was to be supplied by old shares on 
which 1,800,coo yen were paid up, and new 
shares on which 3,230,000 yen were paid at the 
tate of ten yen per share. In addition, the 
shareholders are to be requited to pay 1.28 yen 
for each new certificate, contributing in all 
420,000 yen, The number of new. shares, 
328,000, is now again to be reduced to 140,000, 
a special general meeting for that purpose 
being held in a few days. 





The Mainishé reports that the revenue of 
Korea forthe second year of Kwang-mu amount. 
ed 10 4,527,476 yen, while the expenditure total- 
led 4,525,530 ye. Of the revenue 2,227,508 yen 
are derived trom land (ax, 150,000 yen from poll 
tax, 40,000 yen from gold mining dues, 750.000 
ven from customs duties, and 229,558 yen from 
house tax, the reinainder atising from mis- 
cellaneous duties. 





Three influential Powers of Europe—Russia, 
France, and Germany—have lately striven, re- 
marks the Céno, to increase their squadrons in 
Far Eastern Seas, More than ten vessels are 





reported to have left the countries men- 
tioned for the Orient, Surely there must 
be a motive in all this, Immediately priot 


to the conclusion of the late war with China, 
each influential Power in Europe despatch. 
ed its vessels to places where their presence had 
hardly been previously considered indispens- 
able, All of sudden, the mysterious array was 
understood to be the result of a triple alliance 
against Japan's occupation of the Liaotung pen- 
insula, Are not the squadrons being mustered 
at present destined as a prelude to some future 
emergency of a similar import? 

In the 26th or 27th year of Aleiji (1893 4) 
an excess of exports caused specie to flow 
in, augmenting the bank of Japan's reserve to 
80 million yer, whereas in the 22nd or 
23rd year of Afeiji (1889 1890) the metallic 
currency went abroad, and the Bank found its 
reserves reduced to 30 millions, From these 
facts it may be inferred that it specie is lett 
to its natural ebb and flow, the amount of sixty 
million yen being the mean between the two 
extremes, will suffice to be held as a reserve, 
To maintain the system of convertible 
hotes without risks it is necessary to hold 
one-third of the total issue in specie as a 
reserve. That being so, a reserve of sixiy 
millions justifies the issue of notes to the 
The convertible 
notes circulating al present exceed 210 millions, 
in addition to those above the legal limit, 








which now amount to 35 million yen, Such 
being the case, when the reserves held 
by the Bank of Japan falls below 82 


millions, it will be. short of the prescribed one- 
third, Ou the other hand, it must be noticed 
thatas the demand forfunds generally decreases 
considerably by March every year, while de: 
pression of trade now characterizes the market, 
there is scareely any room for doubt as to the 
possibility of the Bank's over issue being 
redaced to some ten million yes between March 
and May. A slight diminution ia the amount 
of the reserve is not, therefore, to be taken as a 
serivus cause for anxiety, Even supposing that 
the reserves have fallen far below the prescribed 
limit, steps may be taken to raise the rate of 
interest or to sell bonds abioad, so that the 
owflow of gold may be effectually prevented. 
In short, there are various means for supplying 
the deficiency in the specie reseive. 








The views of Mr. Tsurahara, Superintendent 
of the Trade Bureau, tonching the ontflow of 
gold, are represented in the Jujé as follows :— 

nxiety, it seems, is now universally entertained 
that since the excess of imports necessitates an 
outflow of gold and at the same time tends to 
rdecrease the specie reserve of the Bank of 
Japan, the foundations of the new coinage 
system will sooner or later ctumble to dust. It 
certain that the exodus of gold is a pleno- 
menon which awakens the anxiety of some 
people, and itis not a matter of wonder that the 
contingency, insiguificant’ in itself, often 
gives rise to ominous arguments. But the 
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stability of the coinage system does not depend 
upon arguments or dissertations of sucha na- 
ture, and the results apprehended by the critics 
can scarcely be expected to occur. 


The rise in the price of silk has naturally led 
to the appreciation of cocoons throughout the 
empire, alleges the Mainichi. Purchases were 
recently made in Yamanashi prefecture at the 
rate of 71.5 momme per yen, Silk manu- 
factured out of such cocoons will not fall short 
of 950 or 960 yen in value per picul. Unless 
the quotation tises to 1,000 yen the product 
will involve a loss of twenty or thirty yen 
per picul. The warp for the Kai silk consists 
of a peculiar thread, and is quoted at present 
at one yen per 15 momme, 100 catties being 
valned at no less than 1,066 yer, But as the 
stuff finds good sale abroad the manufacture is 
carried on with success. 





Some persons are disposed to imagine that 
a collision will take place between the Govern. 
ment and the Bank of Japan in regard to its 
financial policy. Such considerations, however, 
are entirely fallacious. The Government may 
hope to retain a reserve of 100 millions for 
military purposes, and in case the hard metal 
flows out, may resort to the process of exchange 
or other preventive measures, The central banks 
of various uations of Europe are always 
possessed of immense reserves, but they are 
impelled to hold them, in most cases, by 
political necessity. Maintaining a sysiem of 
convertible notes by means of accumulated 
reserves is not within the scope of their financial 
operatio 











The so called Satsuma coalition, according 
to the Hoché, consists of Messrs, Haseba Junko, 
Nakamura Motoo, Tamura Sei, and Tokutomi 
lichiro, with Count Kabayama at their head. 
Secret meetings have been frequenily held of 
late to discuss the best means of attacking the 
Ito Cabinet. Rumour has it that Mr. Haseba 
earnestly suggested the advisability of form- 
ing a new party under the. name ot Sefyusha 
(Political Friends’Club), so that men of the same 
spirit might be combined to oppose the present 
Ministry. This proposition was unanimously 
approved, and alter several subsequent con- 
ferences it was decided that lecturers should be 
sent to the interior to propagate the principles 
of the Club. 


The scheme to amalgamate the various kero 
sene oil companies in Yechigo seems to Nave 
matured. According to the Shogyo, the annual 
output in Higashiyama, Koshi district, amounts 
to 300,000 foku, valued at 750,000 yen, the 
capital employed on the industry being 1,500,000 
yen. Business being thus flourishing, suficient 
profils ought to have been realized. Facts show, 
however, that most of the companies, except 
three or four, have fallen into a grievous state of 
embarrassment, someofihem being even compel- 
led todissolve. Itis asserted that the decline now 
noticeable in kerosene enterprises is due to the 
existence of numerous small companies, and to 
the unevenness in the quality of the oil produced, 
as well as the want of means of transport. The 
advantage of amalgamation was rapidly recog- 
nised, and rules for forming the various 
sinall associations into one large company were 
lately drawn up, 








The price of cement, which in the 26th or 
27th year of Aeifé had fallen to three yen per 
barrel, rose in June last to seven yen, in con- 
seqnence of the expansion of various public 
undertakings. It now begins to show a down- 
ward tendency, owing, it is said, to the uoiver- 
sal apathy of the business world and the sudden 
increase of supply. When the price of cement 
had reached its climax last year, steps were 
taken by the various leading factories—Asano, 
Nippon, Osaka, and Hokkaido—to make the 
Breatest possible extension in their business, 
while importers did not hesitate to send 
large orders to England, Germany, Italy, and 
Belgium. Arrivals from these countries did 
not fall short of 250,000 batrels, The ware- 
houses ia Kobe and Yokohama are now, accord- 
ing to the Foros, filled with casks of cement, 
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As lo quality, none of the brands are first class 
except the “ Algen” brand. Messrs. Morioka 
& Co, have failed to receive official approval for 
5,000 barrels of cement which they had specially 
imported for delivery to the Railway Bureau. 
The stock of 250,000 barrels is not likely to find 
customers in a month or two, and a steady fall 
in price must be expected. 


Information from Korea published in the 
Shogyo announces that in pursuance of the 
edict issued by the Korean Emperer the year 
before last, the Depariment for Agriculiure, 
Commerce, and Industry recently forwarded 
a representation to the Privy Council urging 
that no stipulation should be made with fo- 
reigners for union or co-operation in regard \o 
railway or mining enterprises in the kingdom. 
This representation met with the Imperial 
sanction, 


We have frequently drawn attention to the 
probability, says the Shogyo, of considerable 
tightening in the money market. The issue of 
converlible notes above the legal limit at the 
end of last month exceeded 39 million yen, 
showing an increase of seven millions over the 
minimum, 32 millions, recorded for the month, 
At the beginning of last month, the Bank of 
Japan was i receipt of a considerable amount 
in repayments, on the one hand, and experienc. 
ed the withdrawal by Government of notes 
exchanged for gold on the other, The pressure 
of loans is felt more keenly than ever, but 
the amount of over-issue is still comparatively 
insignificant. The increase of discounted bills. 
the reduction of specie reserve consequent upon 
the Government's withdrawal of gold, and the 
settlement of Indemnity accounts—all these 
have led to the expansion of the volume of 
notes. 








The complications in the Osaka Rice Ex- 
change appear to have reached their climax, 
The trouble arose in a competition between 
sellers and buyers for time bargains, the result 
being that a difference of two yen per koku be- 
came apparent in the quotations of rice. The 
Minister of Agriculture and Commerce, in his 
instructions to the Governor of Osaka, attempt- 
ed to setile the affair by the withdrawal of the 
decision given by his predecessors, and by the 
collection of securities from brokers whose 
deposit fell short of the prescribed amount on 
account of the cost of rice having risen through 
competition, But the Minister's order was not 
duly conformed with, and was followed by 
another order withdrawing the suspension of 
the brokers’ business and requiring the payment 
of securities up ull the 31st January, The 
Governor of Osaka, on receipt of this second 
order, immediately despatched officers to the 
Rice Exchange to have it enforced. Of 
the two things reqaired by the ordes one was 
readily executed, but the other was held in 
abeyance on the ground that no compromise 
has been made between buyers and sellers. 








According to the Government Railway Regu- 
lations, all the Ministers of State are granted free 
use of the trains on Government railways. 
Marquis Ito, however, has always preferred to 
pay the fare. One day he was advised by a 
certain station master to look into the regulations, 
“T know them very well,” replied he calmly; 
“I suppose my payment of the regular fare will 
not put you in fault. 


The idea at present prevails in some of the 
tea producing districts that sericulture is a far 
more profitable industry than the manufacture 
of tea. Some tea growers have converted their 
farms into mulberry plantations, though Shizu- 
oka and neighbouring districts on the sea coast 
do not show much change, as the soil is better 
suited to tea than mulberries. Yenshiu and 
Ibaraki, however, have completedly changed 
their character, and while Izu was until recently 
noted for its abundant tea plantations, it is now 
a silk district, the tea industry having nearly be- 
come extinct. The augmentation of mulberry 
plantations has naturally led to a considerable 
decrease in the export of tea. Arrivals of tea 
in Yokohama during the 29th year of Meiji 





aggregated 242,090 chests, but the amount de- 
creased to 239,971 chests by the 3oth year, 
while a further reduction of five or six thousand 
chests is expected this year. 


The Rice Exchange had evidently violated the 
instructions of the Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce, who, in his second memorandum, 
clearly pointed out that farther resolute steps 
should be taken in the case of his order 
being disobeyed. Article VII. of the Rice Ex- 
change law provides that whenever the Minister 
of Agricniture and Commerce deems the pro- 
ceedings of a Rice Exchange contray to 
Laws and Ordinances, or prejudicial to the 
public interests or the welfare of the people, 
he may take steps to dissolve the Exchange, 
suspend its transaction, {or dismiss its offi- 
cers, and suspend the brokers or strike out their 
names. The Minister has now to carry ont one of 
the measures so specified, and the dissolution of 
the Rice Exchange would, remarks the Forosu, 
be the most appropriate punishment. But as 
such a violent measure might bring serious d 
advantages upon the members of the Exchan 
as well as upon the Minister himself, the officials 
of the Exchange should be dismissed and fresh 
ones appointed. 

















Ata recent general meeting of the Omeisha 
(Politicians’ Club), Mr. Kaneko, ex-Vice- 
Minister of Finance, is said to have spoken as 
follows :—‘* The clamour for a constitutional 
government was first raised in the 11th year of 
Meifi (1878) by three political Clubs—the 
Omeisha, the Kyoson-doshu-kwai, and the 
Kédan-kwai. The Kédan-kwai soon became 
extinct and the present Constitution and Diet are 
really the offspring of the energy displayed by 
the tworemaining clubs, ‘The Omeisha has the 
credit of having produced one of the Ministers 
of State, an honour never before attained by any 
other political society. We have long asserted 
that England alone ought to be followed in 
parliamentary lines ashaving the perfect constitu- 
tionwe require. The superiority. of the English 
constitution lies in the fact thatany Minister 
of State is allowed the liberty of expressing his 
views on political subjects without molesta- 
tion at public meetings, etc. Nine years have 
elapsed since the Constitution was established in 
our country, yet noMinister has ever been known 
to have resorted to such a liberal course as that 
just described. With Baron Suyematsu alone 
lies the credit of having broken the monotony, 
He writes asking us to express our views 
on matters failing within the scope of his 
official duties as Minister of Communications. 
His act in doing so adds a step to the develop- 
ment of our Constitution, The Baron remarks 
that although the mismanagement in the com- 
munications, noticeable in the accumulations of 
packages, as well as delays in telegrams and 
mails, may be ascribed to the want of suitable 
means of supervision, the direct and most 
palpable cause is surely the deficiency of annual 
allowances for the Communications Department. 
Scarcity of funds is indeed the universal griev- 
ance throughout the country.” 


























FA1AL AFFRAY BETWEEN COOLIES. 
eS 





An exciting affair took place on January 2and 
(Chinese New Year's Day) at the Choja coal 
mine, Matsnura O-gun, Saga Prefecture. The 





chief contractor (Mr. Komine Gensaku) 
entertained all the Korean employés, and they 
took the amplest advantage of bis hospitality, In 


fact, they appear to have got madly intoxicated, 
immediately after they retumed to work 
they attacked Mr. Komine's house, armed with 
all kinds of impromptu weapons. Mr. Komine 
fell a victim to their violence, and was beaten 
into an almost lifeless condition. A few police- 
men were quickly summoned, but their presence 
only further excited the fury of the Koreans. 
The Japanese mine coolies soon joined in the 
fray, and at one time as many as 100 men were 
fighting desperately. It was not until a strong 


force of police arrived that order was restored. 
Four Korean coolies were killed, and numbers 





were wounded on both sides, 
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OUR GLOBE TROTTER. 
—— + 
[Sractatey waitren FoR tHe “ Javan Mait.”) 


We all liked the General—at first. He was 
® portly, bluff, rough and tough old fellow, with 
an éxpansive waistcoat and an equally expan- 
sive smile, and allogether, to use his own 
pet phrase, was an awfully jolly chap, By 
Jove, don’t you know? But after we had had 
the General for breakfast, the General for tiffin, 
the General for tea, the General for dinner, the 
General for between meals for a whole fort- 
night, we began to feel that there was rather 
too much of him, 

He was too full of information—that was the 
fact. He knew rather more about Heaven than 
an Astronomer-Royal ; considerably more abont 
earth than Whittaker’s Almanack ; and vastly 
more about the other place than Marie Corelli’s 
refined and melancholy hero. If he had kept it 
to himself it wouldn't have been so bad, ‘True, 
he would probably have burnt like an over- 
charged balloon, but then if wouldn't have been 
any of onr funeral, We shouldn't have minded 
in thelast, But the mischief was that the General 
would pour out his knowledge indiscriminately, 

I was his first victim, He lassoed me two 
minutes after 1 came aboard. 

“ Going to Japan, eh?” he 
country that: I was there in ‘67—spent two years 
there. Let's see, though—was it 67? I think 
it must be, because [ remember meeting Smith 
at Tokyo—Smith of the Engineers—and he 
died in''68. Did you know Smith? Awfully 
good fellow, by Jove. Man with one eye—nsed 
to quarrel terribly with his wife, and she poked 
his other eye out with a knitting needle. 
Of course, though, that’s quite enfre nous. 
Don’t mention it on any account to Smith’s 
people if you should meet ‘em. He used to 
say he lost it through a mine exploding at 
Lucknow, and they made him a K.C.B, for it. 
I daresay you met Smith in Town.” 

As I was just twenty-six years old, and had 
lived in England all my days, it was scarcely 
likely that I knew anything of these inieresting 
events, which happened in early times and on 
the other side of the world. I modestly con- 
fessed my ignorance. But the General didn't 
mind. He ambled serenely on. 

“ Bat Japan isn’t half the place that Khams- 
katka is. Of course you know Khamskatka ? 
No? Well, you ought to go there. Lovely 
climate, moat interesting country. The worst 
of it is the language. You see there are a lot 
of words in it you can’t pronounce without 
standing on the top of your head and sneezing 
Well, in the higher circles they don’t consider 
it polite to do that at table, and so at dinn 
there is always a screen handy, and when 
you want tospeak you go behind the screen, and 
doit there. Jolly funny to see the company run- 
ning backwards and forwa:ds when the con- 
versation’s lively, And awkward too, by Jove. 
Why, I remember when [ was there Cheddar, 
of the 3rd Double Gloucester, had a very nasty 
accident. Cheddar had a fine set of false 
teeth he'd had made at Timbuctoo—and de- 
velish dear they were too; they swindle you up 
hill and down dale at Timbuctoo, Well, as I 
was saying, he had these teeth, and one day be 
was dining with the Panjandrum. Did you 
ever meet the Panjandrum? Very fine fellow, 
by Jove; spoke splendid English. You see, 
when he was a young fellow he was canght by 
Chinese pirates and they sold him to an agent 
of the Westminster Aquarium. You may re- 
member him there as the Real Original Wild 
Man from Borneo. They got him up in a 
bearskin, and he had to eat raw mutton in 
public three times a day for twenty five shillings 
That’s how he learned the language 
so well. Well, as I was saying, Cheddar was 
dining with him, and when he was behind the 
screen tying to get outa very complicated bit of 
Khamskatkan his teeth give way under the strain, 
and down they dropped all on the floor like 
marbles. Cheddar was awfully mad about it.” 

“So I should imagine,” I said. 

Just then another passenger lounged up. The 
General seized on him, 
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“Hongkong, eh!" he said.“ Ah, nice place 
Hongkong. Not so good now, though, as when 
Lremember. I was there in McGullish’s time. 
Ever met McGullish? Jolly feilow, by Jove. 
I knew him when he was plain Mr.—no Go- 
vernor or K.C.B. about him then. He’s related 
to me somehow. I believe his uncle's grand- 
mother’s cousin married my father’s maternal 
great-aunt. Any way, we were most inti- 
mate, Poor McGullish! He was one of 
kindest hearted men I ever knew, Great fan 
we had together, when I was only a young 
captain, potting at the Chinese coolies in the 
sampans, We used to try and see how many 
fingers we could snick off at twenty-five yards, 
We paid for them after at the rate of twenty-five 
cents a finger. Unpleasant for the coolies, eh? 
Ob, I fancy they used to like it, They earned a 
lot more like that than they'd have got in a year 
in their own work, In fact, they were as eager 
as possible after it. I daresay it’s all different 
now; prices have risen wonderfully all over the 
East. I remember beating McGullish by one 
finger, and he gat so cross that he shot wild. 
I believe we had to pay five dollars for that 
coolie, besides the funeral expenses. I don't 
believe the proper price of a Chinaman is more 
than two-fifty, but we were new hands at that 
time, and I daresay they imposed on us.” 

“Is there much sport there now?” asked the 
Hongkong passenger, who bad an air-gun among 
his luggage. 

“No, I expect that’s all over now. ‘Too d—d 
civilised now, sir. Give me the good old days. 
By the way, McGullish was murdered a good 
many years afterwards by his boy. He’s gota 
beautiful tombstone in Hongkong cemetery — 
Happy Valley they call it: because you are 
really happy if you get there—you'll see his stone, 
with ‘ Well done, thou good and faithful servant’ 
in big gold letters on the foot,” 

Then he seized on another man. 

“Smellipore? Oh, I know it quite well, I 
was there in 745, when the old Potwalloper— 
not the present one, but his father—was on the 
throne, You'll find plenty of fever there, sir. 
I was in Smellipore three months, and I'm 
dashed if I didn't have tever twice a week re- 
gularly, Fellows get used to it. If you asked 
a man to dine with you he'd take ont a 
pocket calendar, and calculate a bit, and then 
he'd say ‘ Well, old man, I'm afraid I can’t say 
Wednesday, because that’s my fever day, But 
I'll come on Friday with pleasure.” Hot, did 
you say? I should think it is hot there, by 
Jove, Why, when we went out shooting we 
used to have two coolies to carty each man, 
another to hold up the rifle so that we could 
sight it, and another to pull the tigger. No, 
there are no tigers round Smellipore. There 
were before I came, but there ate none now. 
But there are snakes. Plenty of ‘em, You see 
the Government tried some time ago to stamp 
em out. So they offered a reward of half a 
bunkee—there are a hundred bunkees to our 
penny, but itis a b'g coin out there—half a 
bunkee for every snake sent in. Well, what 
did the natives do? They gave up growing 
rice, and lock to snake-farming. They bred 
‘em by thousands, sir. And now if you go down 
the streets of Smellipore, and see a lot of things 
like electric light cables lying coiled up on the 
pavement, don't tead on ’em, They're just 
cobras | 

In this way the General prattled on to every 
miserable sinner on board. All day long every 
porpoise, rock, steamer, flying fish, and seabird 
reminded him of some unparalleled adventire 
of his in the Arctic Ocean or the Sahara, and 
at night we had the horrors of a lecture on as. 
turonomy. In my heart I believe he knew no 
more of starsthan a Digger Indian, but he talked 
one of his oldest 
pate friends, and patronis-d the 
Pleiades as if they had been mere tradespeople, 


So we fared as far as Port Suid. Here an- 
other passenger came aboard. He wasa mild 
little man, with white hair and gold spectacles, 
anda simple, child-like face. Upon this un- 
happy one the General, sighing for tiew andi- 






























ences to bore, descended instantu, 








In ten minutes he w: 
about Equatorial Alrica. 

“T remember being up the Damboshwe,” 
we heard him say ‘about ten years ago. There 
were three of us ina canoe. The chief of us 
was Neal— I daresay you've met him—great 
African explorer—fine fellow—very intimate 
friend of mine.” 

“T don't think I have had the pleasute,” said 
the little man with a pleasant smile. 

“Well,” said the General ‘ we had an awful 
time up that river. Hot! By George, sir, pur- 
Batory would have been chilly after that. Neal 
fainted right away one day. We tried brandy 
to bring him back, but it was no good. Then 
we bathed his head with water, but the water of 





telling a wonderful lie 





that river was hot enough to boil a ham, 
and so that didn’t work either, I saw 
that some powerful stimulant was wanted. An 





idea sirnck me, and. dragging him to the 
side of the boat, I hung his feet over in the 
water. Why? Why, my dear sir, I saw nothing 
bul a big shock could bring him round, and I 
couldn't think of any bigger shock than an alli- 
galor snapping athis toes. SoI hung him over 
the boatand waited. It wasn't iong before a 
big slimy brute came up. He couldn't make 
ic out quite at first, because I don’t suppose he'd 
ever seen a while man before, and it puzzled 
hima bi, But presently he made up his mind 
pretty vigorously, There was an awful rush, a 
scream from Neal, and I had all my work cut 
out, to haul him up again, Poor Neal lost all his 
toes, but before we parted he thanked me with 
tears in his eyes for what I had done, and said 
‘General, you're a true brick; and you saved 
my life 

“Oh, a very interesting story,” said the 
stranger, ‘ Will you allow me to take a note of 
inet 

The stranger took out his pocket. book, made 
a few notes, and then looked up again. 

“Thanks very much, By the way, here's my 
card.” 

The General took the pasteboard, and glanc- 
ed at it—and the most extraordinary combina- 
tion of colours and expressions ever seen on a 
human face overspread his features, He dropped 
the card, and faitly fled for his cabin, 

Ipicked itup, Here itis:— 











Rovat Geocrarnican Society, | 


LONDON. 
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| Mr. PATRICK NEAL, 
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The General did not ec in to dinner for 
a week, and we never-heard any more of his re- 
markable adventures. 











RELIANCE WHEELMENS CONCERT. 
= 

The smoking concert given some time ago by 
the Reliance Wheelmen’s Club was an earnest 
of even better things to come, and it was 
no mater for wonder that the Public Hall 
was crowded on Friday evening : for the fame 
of the smoker had been noised abroad. Fx- 
pectations were realised in nearly every item. 
As we noted onthe last occasion, the glee-singing 
and the chorus work generally were the best por- 
tions of the entertainment demonstrating how 
careful had been the preparation and the 
patience of both singers and instructors. 
The patter of the cornermen was full of 
local allusions, many of which ‘caught 
on" wonderfully well, but some of the more 
subtler allusions were, we are afraid, lost 
before they were found,—which saying may 
sound a paradox, yet really states the case. 
Several encores were accorded, more particu- 
larly in the “nigger” half of the programme, 
and the singers very kindly acceded to the in- 
sistent requests, The pianoforte selection of 
Mr, M. M. Ellis was a very fine performance, 
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SILK TRADE OF FAPAN & CHINA. 
eames 


Last year the silk trade of the East presented 
most satisfactory resalts. The export from 
Japan and China, as compared with the past 
three years, was as follows :— 





Exeorts. JAPAN. Cuma. 
Caties. Bales. 
1897... 6919,861 
1896 3.918.994 
1895 5,810,040 
94 5,484 059 





A considerable increase is noticeable in the ex- 
port from Japan, The expansion of the silk 
trade is attributed to the depreciation of silver 
the failure of the crop in Italy, and the revival 
of trade in America. Previous to the enforce- 
ment of the gold standard in October last year, 
the free coinage of silver was suspended, and it is 
supposed that the increase in the export of silk, 
from Japan was the result, not of the depreciation 
of silver, but of the stability of the exchange rates 
secured by the adoption of the gold standard. 

Now that Japan has joined the gold standard 
countries, the decline in the exchangeable value 
of silver will give to China an advantage in 
her rivalry with Japan in the export of silk. 
The Japanese Consul at Shanghai remarks that 
a fall in the exchange rates induces purchases, 
and creates a tendency to a rise in the value of 
commodities, Sellers are also enabled to reap 
the profits of the appreciation in the market value 
of silk. While this is the ease, the gold-using 
country secures an advantage in commerce by 
being free from fluctuations in exchange. while 

countries immense discretion must be 
din view of the changes in rates for all 
transactions, Such views, however, are only 
applicable when the value of silk rises. 

With cheap silver China is able to acquire 
more profits by the export of silk, and to pro- 
mote the development of the silk industry in 
the interior. There can be no room for doubt 
that she will eventually encroach upon the 
foreign markets for Japanese silk. 

The Japanese Consul referred to sums up his 
remarks by saying that silvet’s depreciation 
js conducive to the development of sericul- 
ture, and that the increase of supply on the part 
of China and the consequent fall in the price of 
silk will have no small effect upon the silk trade 
of Japan, In view of these facts we en- 
deavoured, says the Shogyo. to induce mer 
chants to take every possible precaution with 
regard to silk and other staple exports~com- 
peting with China, before the gold system was 
put inio operation, Yet it seems that the 
public disregarded our advice through their 
unexpected success in trade, and were even dis- 
posed to attribute their success to the operation 
of the gold system. 





























INSURANCE IN 7APAN. 
HIN) 


Of the profits realized by the various insu- 
rance companies in Tokyo and Osaka during 
the latter half of last year, (he maximum rate 
stated by the Aochi to be 30 per cent and the 
um 8 per cent. The following are the 
Profit for the 































latter half Divis 
Paid up of last dent 
capital. year, Per 
Japan Marine and yen. yen. cent. 
Land seve 750,000 142,146 
ial Life . 250,000 «426,470 24 
Life 100,000 289,662 24 
Domestic Lite . 125.000 145 000 8 
Imperial Marine 759,000 147,670 10 
Tokyo Fue 25000 220,828 10 
Osata Fire. 180,000 30,847 10 
Patriotic Life 750,00 7.403 = 
Japan Education...... 750,000 5.840 5 
Lmperial Fire .ssssces 125 000 7.127 10 
Osaka Life .. 725.000 7.127 7 
Copper Dealers’ Fire. 20.000 4.830 30 
ese Life. . 120,000 1,396,077 45 
ational D. fife 25,000 (uncertain) — 
Insurance, in fact, is regarded as one of 
the most profitable undertakings in Japan. It 


was supposed by some that marine insurance 
enterprises in Japan would he beset with serious 
difficnllies, but the profits realized last year are 
so considerable as to warrant the stability of this 


business. 
iry Go 





LRassians have not taken it, but by all appe: 
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CHINESE NO2ES. 


Sega 

The Nanking correspondent of the VC 
Datly News writes :— 

‘The natives of Nanking are {ull of gossip over 
the present situation, and it is interesting to note 
low complacent they are over the conviction thal 
the Empire will be divided. The general leeling 
seems to he that the Yangtze River would goto 
England and that then there would be general 
prosperity in this section, 

While talking to-day with a retired official who 
was telling me of reinforcements that were being 
made to the aimy because of the dangers that 
seem to be threatening, he dropped into a serio~ 
comic mood and remake “AL Yah! Chi 
has great ability! It is something immense! 
When she wants an army there is no need of di 
ling or any kind of preparation at alll All she 

eds to do is to yell to the crowd ‘Come! 
Come!!? And then when she is through with 
them say ‘Clear out !!? That is the way China 
has of making and naking armies,” Alay! [1 
is only too true, an now looks as i! this ancient 
Empire could be unmade quite as easily. 


























Here is an exquisite example of ‘‘olo cus- 
tom "as related by a Shanghai contemporary :— 

Alarge number of Buddhist borzes and Taoist 
priests were engaged by Mr. Huang, the Shang- 
hai Magistrate, oo Chinese New Year’s day to 
repeat prayers and beat gongs for “the protection 
of the sum,” whose eclipse is popularly said to be 
caused by a“ wild and soaming sun” swallo 
our natural one, The prayers and gol 
guns apparently proved too much for th 
sun” for by g o'clock he had to telease the “tame 
unharmed. 












sun, 





Writing from Port Arthur, under date of 
January 18th, the correspondent of the W.-C. 
Daily News says :— 

Port Arthurs is at present very quiet. The 
e 









they have taken charge of the dockyard. ‘Ti 
two steam pinnaces ate being repaiced by th 


Chinese of the dockyard. They ace bavieg built 
davits for hoisting up Lage boats, not ordinary 
davits bat large dernicks. Eight hundsed tons of 





coal, for the Chinese ships, have just been landed 








and one steamer is at present alongside, in 
dock, discharging 1,000 tons ef coal for the 
Russian ships) and another one is expected 
tomottow, with the same amount fram Kobe, 





The name of the one here now is the Chow-chow-ftt 
‘The wareships at present in the harbow are four 
Russians, one English, and three Chines 
Talien Bay one Chinese and two Rus 
H.M.S Jmmortalifé left here ov Saturday morns 
ing, destination unknown, The /phigenia still 
outside, There are vo signs of sol 
but the amour is that they are cam- 

te English gunboat came in with 
mails. The officers of the Jmmortalité invited all 
the Chinese officers to dine on board, but the 
weather was so bad, that the boats could nut be 
lowered. We had a severe gale which lasted two 
days, and debarred the officers from visiting the 
English ship, which they all wanted to see, but if 
the Zmmortalité comes back aga they will then 
have it, No leave is given to men of the foreign 





























warships, avd oder bas been issued that all 
Chinese sailors ave to be on board theit ships by 
ga’clock. 


General Sung is still getting more soldiers, a 
great many joining, and troops are being sent 
fiom alien Bay. On Thursday last the troops 
were put throngh a course of rifle firing, and very 
bold they were whe blank cartridge, but 
when it ca ball they were a bit scared, some 
of then having never fired a rifle before. The 
targets they fired at were on the hill, and there 
was no marking of shots, the anly indication being 
the ploughing up of the sand, ‘They were very 
of themselves and left the ground fecling 
that they had done splendidly. 


























The Anti-foot-binding Sociely seems to be 
really accomplishing a good deal. Mrs. Archi- 
bald Litile is indefatigable in her propagandism 
of its doctrines, She recently addressed a large 
audience in Kiukiang, and at the close of her 
speech, a branch society was formed for that 
city. More than one half of the men present 
at the meeting promised to unbind their 
daughters’ feet. 
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NEWS OF THE WEER. 
eS 
The death of Doctor Ernest Hart is an- 
nounced, 
The round the-world cyclists, Messrs. Fraser, 
Lunn, and Lowe, have arrived in Kobe, The 
last two were exorted into Kobe from Akashi by 
ten local wheelmen. Mr. Fraser, being ill, was 
detained at Himeji until Saturday. 








The British trade returns for December show 
that imports decreased two and-a-half millions 
and exports one million, For the whole year, 
the Imports show an increase of nine-and-a-halt 
millions and expoits a decrease of five and- 
three-quarter millions. 


The Department of Communications has 
issued the following Notification :—‘* From the 
1st of March next, the four-ser post cards, and 
eight-sen return post cards of the International 
Postal Union will be issued. Specimens may 
be seen at the various post offices.” 


Mr. Kunota, of Tokyo, and some gentlemen 
of Yokohama have presented a petition to the 
Kanagawa Prefectural Office for the construc- 
tion of an Electic Railway in Yokohama, It 
is proposed to run one line from Oye Bridge to 
Isezakicho, and the other from the Oye Bridge 
to Yoshihama Bridge via Fukutomi-cho. 


The decline of population in France, about 
which so many gloomy prophecies have been 
uttered, was apparently only temporary, During 
the year 1896 the births exceeded the deaths 
by the respectable number of 94,000. Thi 
information the Petit Fournal heads “ Une 
Grande Nouvelle.” 


Bishop Burdon, who. resigned the see of 
Victoria, Hongkong, a few months ago, is 
(according to The Zimes) returning to China 
as an ordinaty missionary. He is 70 years of 
age, and has been in the mission field for 44 
years, during 23 of which he has acted as 
Bishop. He proposes to settle at Pakhoi. 








A cablegram has been received at the Yoko- 
hama Agency of the C. P. R. that the Congress 
of the United States have definitely decided 
that the discriminating duty of 10 per cent. will 
not be levied on foreign goods entering the 
United States by way of Canada. This news 
will be very reassuring to local ehippers. 





About 8 p.m. on the 28th instant a portion 
of the slope at the rear of the house occupied 
by Mr. Jas. Troup, H.B.M, Consul-General, at 
292, Nakamura Bluff, gave way and fell to the 
extent of about 12 &ea, inflicting some damage 
on two Japanese houses below. The inmates 
of the houses fortunately escaped without 
injury. 

Alter two years in gaol, varied by periodical 
appearances in the Californian Law Courts, 
Theodore Durrant, the condemned muideier of 
Blanche Lamont, a young San. Francisco girl, 
was hung in the prison of St. Quentin, on Jan, 
mh, He died protesting his innocence. The 
deed was committed in the vestry of a church, 
the dead gitl’s body being found secreted in the 
belfry. 





The Nagasaki paper reports an outbreak of 
“babies” in the neighbourhood of the town. 
Six cases have been reported already. In- 
structions were issued by the Governor warn- 
ing the public to take precautionary measures 
to prevent the spread of the disease. It this a 
piece of deliberate, cold-blooded jocularity, or 
is itanother specimen of the fell work of the 
Japanese compositor ? 


A clerk formerly employed in the Yokobama 
Post and Telegraph Office, named Hasegawa 
Ichiro, aged 24, bas been arrested on a charge 
of having opened letters passing through the 
post containing money, and stealing their con- 
ten In this way he is reported to have pos- 
sessed himself of a draft on the Mitsui Bank, 
sent by Mr. H. A. Clarke of Tokyo to 
Mr. H. Gun, of Yokohams, a cheque for 
31 yen addressed to a resident on the 








Bluff, and two other cheques for yes 287.87 
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and yen 87 25 respectively, some, if not all of 
which he appears to have succeeded in cashing. 
The stolen money was, however, found in his 
house and returned to the owners, 


Our readers will remember the telegram sent 
by Reuter in the closing days of December 
referring to a holocaust that occurred in Bethnal 
Green, London, wherein a whole family of ten 
people were burut to death, ‘Their name was 
Jarvis, and it seems that several of them were 
engaged in match-making, Mrs. Jarvis and her 
nine children, whose ages ranged from 16 years 
to 8 mouths, were suffocated in their sleep. 
The father died from consumption in the 
hospital on the same day. 


The danto of Messrs. Favre-Brandt of Osaka, 
who has been arrested at San Francisco, is still 
detained there by request of the Japanese Con- 
sul, as the necessary steps have not yet been 
taken toextradite him. The Osaka Asahi, from 
which the Chronicle takes this information, adds 
that it is calculated that the prisoner must have 
in his possession 15,000 yes, but the amount of 
money found upon him did not exceed 4,500 
yen. He is being examined as to the where- 
abouts of the balance. 








It may interest cyclists to know that Dr. 
Lucas-Championniere, of Paris, does not con- 
sider 400 miles in 20 hours, the record of the 
Paris-Bordeanx contest, too much for a healthy, 
well trained tider. MM. Riviere and Cordang, 
who rode the race, did not eat nitrogenous food, 
and the French doctor thinks they were right. 
They drank enormous quantities of tea, beet- 
tea, milk to replace the liquid lost by 
perspiration. It is useless to eat during violent 
exercise, and if the body is in good working 
condition abstinence from food only causes loss 
of weight. 








A Jubilee Commemoration Fund having be 
raised by the Wesleyan Methodist Church at 
Hongkong for the erection of Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Homes, a sum of $7,000, the Ching 
Mas! says, has been allocated for the purpose of 
erecting in Hongkong a Home which will be 
dedicated to the use of the men of the naval 
and military services, itrespective of religious 
denomination, The Rev, W. Musson, Wesleyan 
Chaplain in Hongkong, has perfected the ar- 
rangements for the erection of the Hongkong 
Home, and judging from the plans, the proposed 
building will be very suitable for the purpose. 
It is estimated to cost $14,000. 











The Ameer of Afghanistan is as great a 
hamo as Gilbert's Mikado, These are a 
few specimens of the manner in which he makes 
the punishment fit he crime “Oue old m 
got his beard pulled out by the roots in public 
darbar for some offence against the tenets of 
the Ameer’s autocracy; another, who was a 
baker, and had sold short weight, was sentenced 
to be roasted in his own oven; a third, who 
had mentioned to his friends that the Russians 
were advancing on Cabul, was placed on the 
top of a tall pole, upon which had been fasten- 
ed a small stool, where he was commanded to 
shout vociferously ‘ The Russians are coming !” 
Should he lack in his energies or give way toa 
doze, there was a sentry below who would remind 
him of his duty bya prod from his fixed bayonet.” 













The record of rapid marriages must certainly 
be awarded to a couple in Hoboken—across the 
river from New York. The bride and bride- 
groom met for the first time at a reception at a 
friend's house. She was a widow of thirty, and 
as handsome as all widows should be; he was 
an hotel proprietor. As soon as he saw her he 
asked to be introduced. Exactly half_an hour 
after he proposed and was accepted. The next 
minute he informed her he did not believe in 
long engagements, and saw no reason why they 
should not be married without delay, The lady 
acquiesced. The gentleman explained that “no 
delay” in his case meant immediately. The 
host and hostess were informed of the matter, 
and the then prospective 


iegroom proposed 
that the reception, shoul Tui finy he" 














wedding party. They telephoned to a neighbour. 
ing Justice of the Peace, and he hurried to the 
house, Exactly fifty minutes after they had 
met the Magistrate had concluded the ceremony, 
and they were joined in haste. The date of the 
divorce is not yet announced, 


There is a Gilbertian ring about this para. 
graph, which we take from a Hongkong paper:— 
The Sultan of Sulu having arrived on a visit to 
Sandakan with 80 armed followers, the British 
North Borneo officials recognised in his Prime 
Minister, Lepai, a notorious murderer, who had 
escaped from prison at Sandakan some years 
ago, while under sentence of death. The police 
available, who were outnumbered by the Sultan's 
followers, were supplied with ball cartridge, and 
surrounded the Sultan’s quarters, and Lepai 
was given up, and put on trial again. 





Says the Nagasaki paper:—The European 
residents of this port wili be pleased to hear that 
Nagasaki is at last in possession of a hospital 
‘The building, which will be known as the St. 
Bernard Hospital and Sanitarium, is pleasantly 
situated on the higher level of the Settlement 
just above the boating club, is well sheltered 
from the wind, and commands a fine view of the 
hatbour, The services of a trained nurse have 
tlso been engxged. The hospital is specially 
adapted to the uss of the naval and commercial 
marine of the foreign shipping visiting this port, 
but Enropean residents will also be received at 
rates in accordance with their means, Full 
particulars may be. had on application to Dr. 
Bowie, to whose exertions the opening of this 
institution is in a great measure due,, 














The Revolving Palace at the Paris Exposition 
is to consist of a hexagonal s| 350 ft, in 
height divided into twenty-five storeys. The 
entire palace is to be covered with nickel plate, 
aluminium, ornamental tiling, and glass. Illu- 
inination will come from 2u,000 incandescent 
and 2,000 arc lights, In the loftiest part of 
the palace are to be a chime of sixty-four bells 
aud a powerful organ played by compressed 
air. Above these, and crowning the whole, 
will be a gigantic rooster fifteen feet high—an 
appropriate emblem, by the way. The entire 
structure is to turn on a pivot and be moved 
by hydranlic apparatus, always at the same 
speed, making a complete revolution once an 
hour. Spectators may thus occupy the same 
position and see, spread out before them, the 
entire panorama of the Exposition, with the city 
of Paris and its environs. 








Mr. Holt Schooling in Pearson's has chosen 
arather diverting topic. He heads his paper, 
©To all Named Smith—Greeting,” and pro: 
ceeds to explain that the word denoted “smiter," 
not only in metals, as blacksmith, silversmith, 
and the like, but workers in wood also, In 
the United Kingdom 1 person in every 79 is a 
Smith. Scotland, of the three Kingdoms, has 
the largest proportion of Smiths, 1 in every 70; 
England and Wales having only 1 in every 72 
and Ireland tinevery 148. In Ireland it siands 
fourth in frequency, Murphy standing. first, 
Kelly next, then Sullivan aud Walsh, There 
are, in round numbers, half a million Smiths in 
the United Kingdom, a number equal to twice 
the personnel of the Army and Navy. Every 
day 42 Smiths are born, 21 marty, 26 die. Mr. 
Schooling reckons that at this rate of departure 
it will take the existing family of Smiths 52 
years to die out. 





The greatest show on earth, the present 
address of which is Olympia, South Kensing- 
ton, contains some queer specimens of human- 
ity. Among the ‘freaks” are Mv. Eli Bourne, 
who was born without legs, and cheerily asks 
you to “excuse his not rising ” as he shakes 
hands with you. There are young gentlemen 
who swallow swords as though they enjoyed it, 
and dance upon flaming coals with apparent 
delight. Young Hermann bares his manly 
chest and, pretending to confine it with a stout 
leathern thong, he swells with the pride of con 
scious strength, and the band snaps like a 
of paper. Then there is Jo Jo, who 




















oudly )j 


claims that he is ‘the marvel of the nineteenth 
century, the only living dog-faced man!"" Jo-Jo 
has indeed a mane very much like along-laired 
dog. Another novel feature is a party of eight 
howling and four dancing Dervishes, and four 
Bishareens, from the neighbourhood of Assou- 
an,12 Bedouins, and 16 Soudanese. heir 
horrible yells, with the beating of drums and 
tambourines, and the shrill whistle of a Pan's 
pipe, make a terrific din, and they roll their 
heads about until they reach a state of frenzy, 











GERMAN ASIATIC SOCIE7¥. 





regular ing of the German 
Asiatic Society was held on February 1st, in the 
room of the Club Germania, Yokohama, Baron 
von Treutler, the German Chargé d' Affaires, pre- 
sided, and there wava large attendance, 

Messts. F, Poll, E. Stuck, and G, Papert, of 
Kobe, were elected ordinary members. 

On the propesal of the Council a parageaph of 
the Society's Bye-laws was changed so as to allow 
members residing abroad to pay their subscrip- 
tions at the rate of 12sh. or 12 marks or 15 francs 
per annum, 

The Cuatran then read the report of the 
Council for 1897. ‘The general membership of the 
Society has increased to 254, the highest number 






















ever teached, ng the past year 43 new 
members have been elected, while seven resigned 
and four died. Ten general meetings have been 
held alternately in Tokyo and Yokohama. 


‘The papers :ead to the Suciety dusing the 
session of 1897 were: 

* Recent Literature on Japan” by Dr. M, Christ 
lieb. 

“On Catalepsy, teligious costasis, and si 
phenomena in Japan,” by Dr. E. Baelz. 


“ orphosis of the 
by Prot. F. Ja 
Mount Morisot 





pilac 









Formosa,” 





facture of Shoyu sauce in Japan, 
by Dr. O. Loew. 

“A New Year's excursion to Izu 
by Dr. L. Riess. 

“Girls? play and pastimes in Japan,” by Mr. 
R. Lehmann, Honorary Member of the Society. 

Leprosy in Hawaii and the home for Lepeis 
at Molokai,” by De. E. Haberer. 

“The Banking systemof Japan and the ad 
visability of founding a German Transoceanic 

aniing institution,” by Mr. K, F. Stoepel. 

* Poisonous snakes in Japan,” by Dr. J. Taka- 


no Oshima,” 











hashi. 
“Ou Prof, Lange’s Introduction to the Japan= 
ese system of writing,” by Dr. K. Floveuz. 

“The wath about an alleged Datch inteigue 
against the Portuguese in Japan,” by Dr. L. 

less. 

On Psalmanazaai’s description of the island 
of Formosa” by Dr. L. Riess. 
‘Thee new parts of the Society's Transact 
(58, 59, and 60) have been published during th 
yeat, aud a third instalment of Di. Florenz’s 
translation of Nihongi, and two parts of Mr. 
Ehmanu'’s Japanese Proverbs have been printed 

ay supplements to the Society's publications, 

‘The ‘Treasuret’s statement, cartying over a 
fo the new account 
proves that from a financial point of view the So- 
ciety is in a flourishing condition, 

Lu the list of exchanges a number of European 
and American Societies haye been cancelled 
account of their failing to send publications. Ou 
the other hand a fewnewones have been added, 
among them the Zoulogical Society of Japan in 
Tokyo. 

In future the Transactions of the Society will be 
printed in octavo size, the present form being 
inconveniently bulky. 

Ou the motion of Dr, Baelz the report was ac- 
cepted, The election of officers for the ensuing 
year resulted as follows :— 


























Treutler, 
an (Hon, Member.) 






Me RAL 
Dr. M. Ctristlieb, 
Mr, P. Ehmann, 
Dr. L. Riess, 





Secretaries ., 


Lite 





Mr. H. Kessler. 
‘Trensivet sesueMr, P. Pietzcker. 
Ds. Bagiz gave a lecture on the physical fea- 
tures of the Ainu (with illustrations). 
After the President had expressed the thanks 
ogiety to the lecturer, the emeeting ad- 
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SILK TRADE OF Fi 
——_+- 
Last year the silk tab WO RNCE, 
most satisfactory reso’, 
Japan and China, as qONEY SPENT ON 
three years, was asf WORK AT HOME 





Exronts. ND ABROAD, 
180] io tux Epiion of THE “JAPAN Mat 


as the Methodist Church is con- 
ses desived by One Wno Wants 
doubtless be given him by one of 
tion, ead- 
w exactly how 


‘S1R,—So f 
cerned, the fi 
to Kuow” can 
the missionaries of that denomir 
ing his letter, I felt curious to ke 
the case stood in regard to our church, the Re- 
formed Dutch Church America. I therefore 
took up the year-book published in June, 1897, 
‘d turned to the Minutes of the General Synod, 
and this is what I found :— ; 

Page 755, Summary of Contributions :— 





















Denominational Objects $ 204.885 
Other Odjects . “4 100,895 
Congregatio 1,038,321 


Total ... wee 1,344,105, 
Pethaps a word of explanation is required. 
“Denominational Objects,” in this statement, 
Missions, Iomestic Missions, 
Publication, etc., 










figures 
quoted by your correspondent evidently refer to 
objects of this class only. “ Other Objects” are 
such as contributions to the Bible and Tract Socie- 
ties, and for benevolent objects so fac as they pass 


Dlished by the denomination at large. 


through the hands of the church officers. ‘Cone 
geegational” expenses include the salaiies of 
pastors, Repairs, Building, etc. 

« Foreign Missions "is included in the category 
of “Dencminational Objects.” Turning to the 
Report of the Board of Foreign Missions, we 
find (p. 95) that the (otal amount received during 
the period under teview was $105,666 (cents 
are discarded). Division of this figure by the 
total contiibutions of the denomination gives as 
the percentage spent on Foreign Missions, .078+, 
say 7$ per cent. of the whole. 

‘This is a slightly larger percentage than that 
given by Mr. Garst, although perhaps the differ- 
ence is immaterial to his argument, But in form- 
ing a fair judgment the following circumstances 
must be remembered. 

(1) That in our church, for var 
percentage of Foreign to Ho: 
larger than in most other denon 

(2) ‘That the category Other Objects” cons 
tains, as stated above, only such a portion of the 
fal contributions of our people for benevolent 

purposes as passes through the hands of the 

congregational treasurers, It necessarily omits, 
_ therefore, considerable sums for local charities, 
hospitals, schools, asylums, etc. elc., that are 
handed directly by the donors to the recipi 
Exactly how much this sum is, can 
be known, but i 






























us reasons, the 

















nust be large in the aggregate, 

and would probably neatly, Wf wot quite, justily 

what Mr. Garst said. 
Yous very tly, ALBERTUS PIETERS. 
Nagasaki, Jan, 18, 1898. 











VOKOHAMA ENGINE AND 1RON 
WORKS, 


ate ee 

The half-yearly ordinary meeting of shareholders 
of the Yokohama Engine and Iron Works, Ld., 
was held at Keil’s Building on Monday afternoon, 
here were present Messrs, Jas, Walter, Ch 
man, J. F. Lowder, F, H. Bull, B. H. Pearson, 
J. J. Johnstone and G. Chaslesworth, S 
ne CHATRMAN explained that 
cles of association it was ouly at the a 
ing in June that the accounts had (o be prese 
and passed. But_as the Company had been doi 
very well the Duectors had had a balance 
sheet made out till the 30th November last, 
for the information of the shareholders, but notte 
be laid before the meet for ado, 
the gist October lat an 
$15 per share had been paid, 
balance of $63 598, which had Leen wiongly stated 
in the accounts presented at the last annual meet 
ing, and had been carried forward, would be 
wiped off the current account and placed to capital 
teduction account before the next annual meet- 
ing, He might add that the business of the 
Company had bren very satisfactory even during 
November and December, which were generally 

ullest: months of the yeal.—(Hear, hear.) 


is conghided the business and after 3 yote of 
Thanks to he Chairmen the meetinp ee) 
























VOKOHAMA ROWING CLUB. 
Annuat Mertine. 
‘The annual meeting of the Yokohama Amate: 


ing, 61 Main Street. Mr. H. C. Litchfield, Pre- 
sident, presided over a large attendance, 
‘Tre Report, 

The report was read by the Chairman, 

It stated that before the Committee elected at 
the last annual meeting could get to work, Messrs. 
McLaren and H. S. Goddard tesigned, as they 
found themselves unable to undertake the duties of 
office, and Mr. Mair also intimated that he would 
not be able to carry on the duties of Hi 
tary. Mr. Hayward was invited tw join the Co 
mittee as Hon. Secretary, and Mr, Campbell to fill 
the vacancy caused by Mr, McLaren's resignation, 
Mr. Goddard's place on the Committee being taken 
by Mr, Mair, Mr. F. J. Hall had been appointed 
one of the Trustees of the Club's property in 
place of Mr, Boag, deceased. 

The accounts showed a balance in favour of the 
Club of $1,760.39, in addition to which uncollect 
éd subscriptions and Bar chits amounted to 
$158 77. The Bar had produced a profit of 
$675 58, a decrease as compared with 1896, which 
was accounted for by the increased cost of liquors, 
an increase in wages, and new fillings, 

The interest in rowing had been well sustained, 
and the Regattas had Leen wellup (o the standard 
of the past lew years. At the Spring Regatta a 
crew from the First Higher School of Tokyo 
competed against the Club in the four-oared boats, 
but suffered defeat at the hand of the “four” 
selected to represent the Club against Kobe. The 
visitors were, of course, heavily handicapped by 
their want of knowledge of sliding seats, but 
nevertheless they rowed a plucky ace, What 
may now be called the annual [uterport: Regatta 
took place at Kabe on 22nd May. ‘The tepresen= 
tatives of the ¥. A. R.C. were successful in 
winning the two sculling races (do d single), 
but were defeated in those for “fours” and “pairs.” 

At the Autumn 
centred in the four-vared tace for prizes presenied 
by Mr. Rickett and styled the" Rickeit Farewell 
Cups.” The hearty thanks of members were due to 
their oldCaptain for sokindlypresenting these cups. 

Alter references to the Swimming Races and 
Aquatic Sports the report proceeded to state that 
in December it was found that the pontoons were 
both leaking, one badly and the other slightly. In 
1895 the Yokohama Engine and [von works effect 
ed considerable re fe, and guaran 
teed their work for 1 the date of its 
conclusion, damage caused by typhoons, i 
cient moorings, hauling up, or launching except 
ed.” The Commirtee had applied to the Yok hana 
Engine and [eon Works to carry ou’ their guarantee, 
and had received a ceply to the effect that they 
were prepared to do so, should examination prove 
their work to be faulty. Arrangements were being 
made for hauling up the Barge, so that she could be 
thoroughly examined. ‘The Commitee had bui 
asecond sampan at a cost of $r41 and the Club 
was now independent of the sampan men at the 
French Hatoba, 

The old blue and red boats had beey sold to the 
Nagasaki Rowing Club for $90 each 
green boat had been offered to the Imperial 
versity for $100, but so fat no sale had been eff: 
ed. The temai ed boats wee in 








































































serviceable conditio oming Committee 
would do well to order three sets of oats for these 
boats, as the present stock was only sufficient to 
supply ove set to each boat. ‘The pair-oared and 
double-sculling boats might’ be replaced by 
others better suited to the rough water so often 
experienced heve. ‘The Committee would suggest 
that the Club obtain three pair-onred boats and 
two donble-sculling boats, and consult with the 
K.R. & A.C. as to the type of boats to be pro- 
J, with a view to each Club obtaining similar 

and so improving the inter port contests, 

‘The House was in good order, The typhoon of 
gth Sept. did a good deal of damage to the two 
slips, necessitating vep costing $100. A new 
Band-stand had been constructed, and a new and 
excellent telescope, a stop-watch, and a set of flags 
had been puichased, Thanks were due to Capt. 
Toeque for obtaining the telescope and to Mr, Till 
for obtaining the stop-watch, 

f late years the number of yacht sendes fre- 
quenting the Boat Club had largely increased. 
These men not being in any way under th 
tol, the Comarittee thought it right to. reluse 
admission to such men un'ess they were in posses 
sion of certificates of employment, registered with 
the Hon. Sec, and also with the Water Pobce, 
who have entered cordially and thoroughly into 




































Rowing Club was lield last evening at Keil’s Build-| 


+] wance tees, 540.00 


Regatta the chief interest |; 





jon of the Committee, to keep this scheme of 
tegistuation suictly in force. 

‘Tue Accounts. 
cipal items on the debit 
Wages, 479 14 yen; wor 
ive, extra covlies, 8c.) 2 

® 237-50 
and repairs), 753.355 Buhing Barge 
Stage accoust 243 20; Boat Accour 
Regatta. and Aquatic 400 42 
port Regatta, 212.53; Diamond Jubilee, 124.16 
Printing and Stationery, 186.00; Ps 
stop watch, telescope, and star 
Rowing costumes 22692. Oh 
the chief entries were the following :—Balance 
from 1896, 912.97; subsc:iptions, 3,415.00; 

ances, 168 50; rent 
for private boats 25.00 nlerest 13.04; boats 
sold 22177; bar profits 584.81; other items 
250.42, Bulance, yen 1,760.39. 
A Goon Financiat Resuct. 

‘The CuairMan said he was glad to say they 
could show a good financi 
1897, and also, he thought, a fair worki 
towing. ‘They would observe from 
port that the Committee had grave trouble 
filling up theie quota of officers, but when tl 
places were filled up he was glad to say they found 
the Committee worked together cordially, and they 
had been well supported by the members of the 
Club.—(Hear, hear.) And he hoped this sup- 

nd this cordiality would be continued to the 
ee’s successors in office, as the zeal and 
energy of the officers were of very little use 
had not the hearty sympathy 
the members, The fact that 52 new members had 
joined during the year was in itself sufficient 
proof that the Club was appreciated. The only 
fresh item in the report was that u e bath. 
ing barge. It seemed they would have very nearly 
to have a new barge. However, the old one 
ad done very good service, and had been in 
existence for neatly ten years. The Committee 
suggested, and he thought their suggestion should 
be carried into effect, that the Club was urgently 
in need of some new pair oar boats and sculling 








ide were as 










































































boats, Their members had incteased, and they 
must now provide them with good materials for 
their use. He thought pair id sculling boats 
were very desirable for forming a really good style 
of rowing, Pair oar-rowing, properly understood, 
was really the best school of watermanship young 
men could take up and also the great test of skill 
among older and more practised oarsmen, 

Mr. G. H Scipmore moved that the report be 
adopte 

Dr. Tripcer seconded, and the motion was 
ied. 























Execrion or Orricers. 

‘The election of officers was then proceeded with, 
the Chaitman annou that Me. Hayward had 
tesigned the Sectetaryship and that Mr, Schellens 
dio actas Treasurer, A ballot was 
d vesulted as fallows :—Pi esident— 
tclfield ; Captain—Mr, F. J. Ha 
Mr. M. Schellenberg; Treasure: 
M:. G. C, Allcock, 

Another ballot was afterwards taken for the 

omimittee, 

‘The CHAIRMAN expressed regret thal the Club 
had lost the services of Mr. Campbell, who had 
been called to another place, and that Mr. Mair, 
had also been obliged to give uo his place on the 
Committee. Both gentlemen would be a great 
loss to the Club. 

The ballet was declared thus :—Mr. W, God- 
dad, Mi, H. EB. Hayward, Me, H. Rose, and 
Mr, J. Macarthur. 
he mecting shortly after terminated, 






































UNION CHURCH. 
——+ 

‘The annual meeting of this 
Wednesday night at Van Schaic 
E. S. Booth presiding. 

The following were elected as church officers :— 
Elders, Revs. E. S Booth, J. G. Cleveland, and 

Witkin; Deacons, Messrs. G. Booth 
Sale; Deaconesses, Mis. E,S. Booth, 
veland, and Mrs. G. Meacham; Or- 
Mr. C. V. Sale; S. S. Superintendent 
A. J. Wilkin; Trustees, Rev. J. H. Ballagh 
Meaus, CV. Sale, G. Booth, Pollard, and C. 

‘Ihe Trustees will elect the Secretary aud Trea- 
suet. 

‘The accounts showed that the debi had been 
reduced duing the year by between 400 and 
yen, but there still remained au adverse bala 
of 16678. Pew rents had brought yen in 1,023 00, 








rch was held last 
Hall, the Rev. 























the mayier. In the interests of the Club, and of 
ya hen as well, it was advisable, in the oj 
| 








offertories 1.728 27, and donations 675 00, 
The 1épbid) Was lalept 


TY OF 
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LANGFELDT & CO, 
eae 

The halleyeatly ‘general meeting of this con 
pany was held on Monday afternoon at No. 61, 
Main Street, Yokohama. Mr. J. F. Lowder pie- 
sided, and there were also present Mesars. E. B. 
S. Edwards, Meyerditks, Bleifus, F, Retz, F. H 
Bull, O. Keil, and J. Feicke (Secretary). 

‘THE REPORT. 

The report was as follows :— 

‘The Net Profit for the half-year, including balance 
brought forward from the goth June, 1897, and after 
providing for General Expenses, Directors’ and Audi- 
tor’s fees, Depreciation and Losses, amounts to yen 
24,244.58, which it is proposed to apply as follows : 



































yen. 
In payment of a Dividend of yen 15 per 
share se 22.500 00 
In payment of a Bonus to the employés of 
the Company. +. 1,000.00 
Balance to be carried to new account ., 744.58 
Total. 24,244.58 





Messrs. Lowder and Retz retire from the Board, but 
offer themselves for re-election. 

Mr. Cecil Guinness having resigned the office of 
Auditor, the Directors have requested Mr, E. Hutchin- 
son to suceed him, The appointment requires the 
confirmation of the shareholders. 


The accounts were as follows :— 


sravewants 0? assets axD tianicittes om pecs grety 2898+ 
Maan ts 










Stock of Merchandise, 
Plant, Fixtures and & 
band 

Fire Insurance Poli 









es” Yn 75 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation. 9117993 
Sundry Debtors bast miee saeco EH 
aaasar8, 

Liabilities, Yon. 

Capital 1500 Shares at reo 180/000 00 


‘Sundry local Creditors 


4,084.00 
Mille Payable to Hank 


4 





218,307 21 
sede: 


242,381.83 
PRONE AND LOM AccoUNT, DHE, $teTy 1898, 
re 


Balance, Profit sass tee 












To General Expenses 


of Yen 1g per sha: 
Bonus to employés... 
Rest carried forward 

to new account 





2404438 


38,908 03 
cr. en 
By Balance forward trom June goth, 1897 .. 2,900.70 





ye Grose Profit on trad 
ib Share transfer fees, 





35075894 
‘$600 
39909 
: 38,908.93 
# By Balance aes a 144038 
BL & 0.8. 
Yokohama, December sxst, 1897. 
‘Avorror’s Keron, 
I have examined the foregoing accounts and compared them 


with the vouchers of the Company, and certify them to be 
currect. 


‘Yokohama, January asth, 188. 


‘The Chairman, in opening the meeting said: 

Gentlemen.—In_ presenting this report and 
these accounts your directors feel the satisfaction 
that they usually experience at the period of the 
year, and [T shall be very glad if one of you 
would propose the adoption of the report and ace 
counts, 

Mr. Meveroiexs proposed, and Mr. Bueirus 
seconded, that the report be adopted. 

Cariied mously. 

The Caairman said the next business was to 
confirm the appointment of Mr, E. Hutchinson to 
succeed Mr. Cecil Guiness as auditor, Tine to 
their policy they had requested one of the officers 
of their own bankers to act as auditor. 
©, MuYRRDIRKS proposed, and Mr. Beirus 
seconded, that the appuintment be confirmed. 
Carried. 

The Cuatrwan and Mr. Retz were re-elected 
as directors, and the meeting, which lasted exactly 
three minutes, then terminated, 








Jane 





E, Hutcminsox, Auditor. 

































AUSTRALIA AND FAPAN. 
eee ages 
(From our Corresronpent.) 


Sydney, December 24th, 
The protest of Mr. T, J. Nakagawa, Japanese 
Consul in Sydney, against the Aliens Bill intro 
duced by the New South Wales Goverument into 
the colonial patliament, has not excited much com 
ment, and for several reasons, one being that there 
aces 


exists no real feeling against Asiatic 
Hh Ni iow, 
such, but against the wholesa Gre) Y 
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class Syrians, Afghans, Chinese, Kanakas, and 
others, under contract to employers who farm ou 
their labour at prices considerably below curvent 
market rates, For the Japanese, as a people, 
Australians entertain no other feelings than those 
of esteem and respect, as shown by the cordial ve 
lations existing among the various Japanese met- 
chants and stove-keepers in Australia and their 
customers, Moreover, the possibility of an Anglo» 
Japanese alliance against. Russia and other en. 
coaching Powers in the East is not being over- 
looked, especially at the present moment when the 
memberment of the Chinese empire appears 
evitable sooner or later. Mc. Nakagawa’s pro- 
test has been. widely reproduced in the colonial 
papers, and the facts adduced by him have 
created a favourable impression. The Hongkong 
Daily Telegraph veyards the objections raised 
to the proposed measure as largely of a senti- 
mental character. “The Japanese at present 
do not want to come here in any considerable 
umbers, as they can do better at home, aud in- 
stead of the Mikado’s Government being anxious 
to get rid of its subjects, it is distinctly opposed to 
their leaving the country. Practically speaking, 
the restrictive legislation proposed here suits the 
present policy of Japan better than if we were to 
encourage the influx of its people to our territory, 
The grievance is, therefore, one of pure sentiment, 
and nothing clse. And this arises chiefly froma 
misunderstanding of the bottom ground on which 
our policy of alien exclusion is based. It implies 
no contempt of the Japanese, or of auy other 
people; it simply recognises the physical fact that 
European and Asiatic blood does not blend in such 
a manner as enables the two races to form a 
homogeneous community. Where they exist toge- 
ther as segregate elements, therefore, that which 
is the weaker will be subject to the stronger, a 
state of things inimical to the common interes! 
destiuctive of the tie of patriotic citizenship by 
which all the members of any State should be 
bou This is wot because Asiatics are neces- 
sarily infetior to Europeans, Each race possesses 
characteristics which the oiher may admire, 
and conspicuous amongst the intelligent and 
progressive peoples of the world are the Japanese, 
who in their own country and their own way need 
fear nothing from compatison with the most civi+ 
lised branches of the Caucasian family. . . . 
The teference made by Mr. Nakagawa to there 

cent efforts on the pari of Japan to develop trade 
relations with this colony do not touch the ques- 
ion at all. There is no doubt that we have de 

tived benefit from this enterprise, and have a 
prospect of deriving much more. But this is not 
the sole teason why Japan spends £70,000 a year 
on au Australian steam service, or has abolished 
the wool duty, or is preparing to take home 
cargoes of frozen meat. All this is done to suit 
itself; that we are also suited by it is metely inci« 
dental. Nevertheless, it would be a matier for 
general regret if the friendly development of trade 
felations by which we mutually benefit sustained 
any check. Theve is no reason why our alien im- 
inigiation policy should produce that effect. The 
wade referred to by Mr. Nakagawa does notre. 
quire the existence of an Asiatic colony here, and 
it is only against the establishment of such that 
the Atiens Bill is divected, The anxiety of the 
Japanese Government is to promote trade with 
‘Australians, not with their own people settled i 

Austialias consequently, as far as that is concern 

ed, it is of no consequence what immigration law 
colony chooses to adopt.” 

The Sydney Evening News points out that the 
sting of the Aliens Bull consists in the fact that 
“the Japanese are therein deliberately classed 
with the Chinese, whom they have lately beaten 
in a war (the lessons of which were not disdained 
even by the great European Powers) and whom 
they both hate and despise.” Probably, continues 
the Mews, ‘a Japanese of the present day feels 
about as hurt at _beieg considered on a level with 
a Chinese asa Southerner of the old type would 
have been at being mistaken for some man show: 
ng “a touch of the tar brush.” By all means let 
the Japanese be kept out, but for the and 
understandable reason that Australia is wanted 
for white men, who do not desire to have the com- 
petition of men of a different tace and scale of 
fi A bill of this kind could be based on a 
igement, and could be put through 

es toa peuple who, 
taking the average, nly not mentally in- 
ferior to many white populations. There isno need 
to be frightened of the Japanese, or to consider 
them as a serions danger except as competitors in 
industiial fields; but still there is vo sense in 
calling a rising people—a people which intends to 
tise both Civilisat and in actual inches— 
hard names, or making insulting comparisons 
about it. By the way, it is significant of the 
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hundreds of years she was keeping Europeans outs 
and often getting into trouble for so doin: 
European Australians are now endeavoring |“ 
keep Japanese out of this country, and have got 
slight snub about theie methods of going to wo 

‘The Austradia Star, the organ of the New Scutit 
Wales Protectionist party, which is always de 
crying importations from Japan, Other coun- 
u true to its exclusive poliey, remarks that" In 
his protest against the Aliens Bill, Mr. Nakagawa, 
the Consul for Japan, gives some information that 
will be of interest to those engaged in the New- 
castle coal-mining industry. The Consul points 
out that there are considerable supplies of coal in 
Japan, but owing to the increase of manufactur: 
ing, coal caised in Japan is selling at more money 
than here. The coal miners, who declare that 
































the fiscal question does not concern them, and 
wha vote for labour members pledged to 
“sink” might profitably mark the state: 


ment of the Consul that the increase of manufac 
tures has sent up the price of coal in Ja Such 
an increase here would mean, of course, an increase 
in wages, Under free-trade we are enabled to 
compete with Japanese coal, and our miners are 
remunerated in a sum that, taken with interrup- 
tions to work all the year round, amounts to little 
more than a living wage. If it pays Japanese 
steamers to come to Newcastle and buy coal to run 
Japanese factories it should certainly pay us to 
tun manufactories with our own coal; but, apart 
trom this aspect of the question, it is evident that 
our coal is being sold far too cheaply. Japanese 
labour is abundant and cheap, and it follows that 
coal raised in Japan should be considerably 
cheaper than coal obtained in Newcastle by white 
labour that, if intermittent, is still paid union 
rates. In view of the statement of the Japanese 
Consul, an effort should be made to raise the price 
easier said than done. There 
is too much coal easily accessible, too many 
collievies at work; in a word, too much cutsthroat 
competition, to permit this to be done under ex- 
isting conditi In order to raise the price of 
coal to its proper level concerted act 
but this appears to Le almost impossible. 
good thing to have amarket for our coal in Japan, 
but that our coal should be cheaper there than 
focal coal is a vast indus! humiliation, Pro- 
bably in a few years the articles wrought in Japan 
by the power of our coal will return to us, but that 
is free-trade; always to be hewers of wood and 
drawers of water for the industial aristocrats of 
the eatth is the destiny of the people of this coun. 
try, according to the law of Cobden.” 

“Taking up the same points of Mr. Nakagawa’s 
protest, but ina more liberal spirit, the Newcastle 
Morning Herald, atter desct development 
of the Japanese coal mining industry, and its threa- 
tened competition with that of New South Wales, 
observes that the economical position of Japanese 
and New South Wales coal has become reversed.” 
How this came about was clearly referred to in the 
protest recently made by Mr. Nakagawa, the 
Japanese Consul in Sydney, against the passing 
of the Aliens Bill, In that document the repre- 
sentative of Japan pointed out the considerable 
trade relations which have sprung up during re- 
cent years between his country and Australia, 
Among other statements made is one that wages 
have nearly doubled in Japan within the last three 
years, consequent upon the marked development 
that has taken place in many industrial pur- 
suits. [thas recently been locally stated, as ex- 
planatory of the present position of the coal trade 
in Japan, that the Government of that country, 
knowing that its coal resources were limited, pre- 
ferred to keep its coal rather than sell it at unpro- 
fitable prices, ‘This altitude is both possible and 
reasonable. But in Mr. Nakagawa’s protest 
nothing such as this is advanced asthe reason why 
Newcastle coal is now being sent to Japan. The 
consul explains the matter thus :—" There are con- 
siderable supplies of coal in Japan, but, owing to 
the increase of manufacturing, coal raised i Joa 
is selling at more money than New South Wales 
coal is selling at Neve.” That is formally stated 
to be the reason why the steamers belonging to the 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha are now calling monthly at 
this port for catgoes of our coal. That fact may 
be used asa basis for two arguments which ave 
ite parallel, Ou it may be founded the 
ts that competition is the soul of business, 
and that the great reduction in price of our staple 
during recent years was the only means which 






















































































would have been effectual inemeeting the product 
of the mines of the land of the Mikado, The ar- 
with the 


miners of this district, however, is the undoubtedly 
correct one that coal raised by the low-priced aly 
bour of Japanese coulies is selling in their countel 
at higher tates than are obtainable here for loca: 








ogress that Japan has made, that while forlretaively Uelier off than his Auste 
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lor. Doubtless, too, the Japanese, colliery owner 
mukes much more out of his property than does 
his Australian brother in business out of his, 
‘That the white man has for the present beaten the 


brown man off the industial field should there- 





ree be regarded as an argument against further 
local reductions, No stronger statement as to the 
low cost of our tecal coal could be made than this 
that it is cheaper lor the Japanese to import New 
South Wales coal—notwithstanding that to its 
cost is to be added a freight which cannot be 
valued at less than, say, 8s a ton her than to 
tse their own, which is’ won Ly native workmen, 
probably assisted by convict labour, Sucely such 
a result is one with which the local admirers of 
still cheaper coal should be abundantly satisfied.” 
‘The Melbourne Argus thinks that the words of 
Mc, Nakagawa are entitled te more consi 
than they are likely to receive.‘ Japanisa rising 
ower—almost a great Power alveady, measured 
by Enopean standards. 
on the path of West 
just as resolutely to exp 
crease her warlike suength. ational pride 
is likely to be all the more sensitive because her 
admittance to the comity of civilised nations is 
hardly yet accomplished. Under these circum- 
stances the action of Australian colonies indiscr 
minately classing the Japanese with the Asiatic 
races whom they consider far beneath them must 
rankle deeply. The New South Wales measures 
make no distinction between Chinese, Afghan: 
or Japanese. All are vistually barred out, the 
only difference being that the I 
Her Majesty ave to be excluded by an educat 
test instead of by more direct means. Supposing 
moment that the assurance of the Japanese 
ce is literally correct, this affront is needless. 
Japan would, he says, be willing to nego 
liate on terms of equality for such a restric- 
tion of immigration as New South Wales desi 
Bat instead she is to be subjected to the hun 
tion of a general exclusion bill. s, by 
way of emphasising the argument, to the disposi- 
tion shown by Japan since the war to hold out the 
hand of friendship to Australia, to her 
activity in opening up commercial relations with 
this country. A year or two ago, it looked as if 
we were no less eager to secure what the Japa- 
nese market could offer, but the attitude cf our 
ns belies us. On the side of Japan it is 
imed that the duty on wool has been removed, 
for it is the policy of the Government to encourage 
such innovations as the wearing of woollen cloth- 
g and the con of mutton, For this 
purpose a substan is paid to maintain 
a regular steamship service with Australia, and the 
fine vessels in course of construction are being 
Gited with refrigerating appliances for the cariage 







































































































of frozen meat. This trade may require some 
building up, for @ people do not abandon anc 
habits in but it has at least po 





of greatexpansion, The idea which obtu 
uncomfortably is that these overtures are being 
requited in very We should 
ke to feel that New South Wales and other Aus- 
tralian Governments were driven by sheer com 


pubion before they contemplated putting a sight 













cial intercourse with these shores. 
stand, such a conclusion seems by no means 
justified. New South Wales has not suffered as yet 
from an influx of Japanese, although the question 
may have become a live one in Northern Qacsie 
land and Thursday Island. If its conside ation 
is forced hereafter upon the southern colonies, we 
are assuwed by Ms. Nakagawa that thee are 
other ways of achieving our end than the summary 
one adopted acioss the Manay. It would be 
satisfactory to know whether this is or is not the 
case before u:her colonies follow the inconsiderate, 
if not reckless, lead of New South Wales.’ 

These extracts, which might be multiplied in- 
definitely, y illusteate the general tone of 
public fecli Australia, ‘The attempts made, 
with the assistance of the Japanese Government, 
e foster trade telations between Japan and Au- 

ia, have naturally tended to increase the 
fiendly feeling evinced by the colonists towards 
the Japanese, and but for the persistent efforts 
made by the protectionists, in their eagerness to 
secure trade res‘ictions of the most objectionable 
character, some way would he devised of omitting 
the name of Japan [rom the Bill. But of one thing 
we may be certain, dhe B-itish Government will 
never allow any of its colonies to adopt unfriendly 
legislation towards a friendly Power. 
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LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 
ce 


(eno in 


THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 
DERVISHES FIRE KRUPP GUNS: BRITISH 
GUNBOATS COMPELLED TO RETURN. 

London, January 30. 
Ivis stated that the gunboats despatched 
up the Nile had reached the sixth cataract, 
when they were compelled to return owing 
to the Dervishes firing on them with 
Krupp guns. The Nile channels have 
been blocked with chains. 


THE GOVERNORSHIP OF CRETE. 
RUSSIA'S LAST WORD. 

It is declared in St. Petersburg that if 
the candidacy of Prince George of Greece 
for the Governorship of Crete fails, Russia 
will concern herself no further about the 
island. 


THE TSAR’S MIND RELIEVED. 
NO DIFFICULTIES WITH JAPAN. 

At a private gathering of officers, the 
Tsar is reported to have said that events 
in the East bad weighed heavily on his 
mind, especially the difficulties with Japan, 
but he thanked God all was clear now. 


THE WORLD'S COMMERCE. 
ENGLAND'S DETERMINATION. 
London, Jan. 31. 
Mr, Chamberlain, speaking at Birming- 
ham, emphasized the determination of the 
Government to prevent the closing of open 


markets, especially in China and West 
Africa. 

FIGHTING THE AFRIDIS. 
BRITISH FORCE CAUGHT IN A GORGE, 
The Fourth Brigade, operating against 

the Afridis in the region south of the 
Khyber Pass, became entangled in a gorge. 
In the encounter with the enemy, Col 
Haughton and Lieut. Turing (?) of the 
36th. Sikhs, Lieutenants Dowdall, Hughes, 
and Walker, of the Yorkshires, and eight 
men were killed, while Major Earle, 
Lieut. Hall, of the same regiment, and 
seventeen men were wounded. ‘The force 
had been engaged in joint operations with 
three other brigades. 


PUBLIC FEELING AGAINST THE CAMPAIGN. 
London, Feb, 1 

















The Liberals are drafting an amendment 
to the Address condemning the frontier 


full 


policy. ‘The Standard demands a 
inquiry into the conduct of the ¢ 
and the Daily News protests 
continuance of hostilities. 
THE PLAGUE AT 
The plague at Bomba 
increase. 


CRICKE 








KO MBAY. 
is greatly on the 





PIN AUSTRALIA. 


London, Feb. 2. 
In the fourth test match played at Mel- 
bourne between Stoddart’s team and an 


Australian eleven, the Australians made 
323 in the first innings and England 
174. In the second innings England 


made seven for one wicket. 


ANGLO-JAPANESE AGREEMENT 
DENIED. 
COMMON DESIRE FOR FREE COMMERCE 
London, Feb, 2. 
Reuter learns that the stories about au 
Anglo-Japanese agreement for active co- 
operation in the Far East are baseless. 
No agreement exists beyond what arises 
from a common desire to secure free com- 
teil in China. 

















THE RUSSIAN PRESS AND ENG- 
LAND. 
The Russian press is resuming its at- 
tacks on England. 


LORD WILLIAM NEVILL COM- 
MITED. 
Lord William Nevill has been commit- 
ted for trial, for forgery and fraud, bail 
being refused. 


THE DREYFUS CASE. 
ITALY DISCLAIMS RELATIONS. 

The Marquis Visconti-Venosta, Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs, declared in the 
Italian Chamber, that Italy has had no 
relations with Dreyfus. 


BI-METALLISM IN AMERICA. 
The Washington House of Representa- 
tives has rejected by 182 votes against 
132, the resolution passed by the Senate 
providing that all bonds shall be payable 
in gold or silver. 


(R- cciéel fy the Fiji). 

BRITAIN’S DEMANDS ON CHINA. 
Peking, Jan. 30. 

The rumour here goes that irrespective 
of the nature of the issue of the negotia- 
tions concerning the proposed loan, Great 
Britain will ask China for permission to 
lay railways along the valley of the Yang- 
tsze-kiang, and to prolong the Burmese 
railway into Yunnan, 


IMPENDING CABINET CHANGE, 
Séul, Jan. 31. 
Signs of a Cabinet change are observa- 
ble. Cho Pieng-sik has been relieved of 
the acting Premiership, and Yun Yongsén 
has been appointed Premier. 


GERMANY'S NEW DEMANDS. 
Peking, Feb. 1. 
Having regard to the murder of a Ger- 
man marine at Ishimoh, Germany intends 
to make new demands to extend the 
railway line in Tsinnanfu to Icho and to 
enlarge the limits of the leased land in 
Kiaochou. 
NEW FOREIGN MINISTER, 
Séul, Feb. 1 
Cho Pyénsik has been relieved from the 
portfolio of Foreign Aftairs, and Ye Dochai 
has been appointed in his place. 
THE CHINESE FORRIGN LOAN. 
Peking, Feb. 2 
The British and Russian Governments 
insist each on its own part, on taking up 
the whole amount of the Chinese foreign 
loan, without accepting the proposal of 
dividing the sum between them. ‘The 
Chinese Government is in a perplexing 
and trying situation. 
RUSSIAN TROOPS IN MANCHURIA, 
Shanghai, Feb. 2. 
A Russian force of 5.700 men 
machine guns and 22 field guns has a 
at Kirin. 

















BIG FIRE IN KOBE HARBOUR. 


“HIROSHIMA MARU'S” CARGO ABLAZE. 


(From our own Corresponent.) 


Kobe, Feb. rst, 8.50 a.m. 
Fire was discovered among the cotton 
forming part of the Hiroshima Maru's 
cargo, now in harbour, About thirty 
brigades were working all night to put 
outthe fire and a large quantity of the 
cargo was lost and otherwise damaged. 
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All Communteatiy he Cwaee Barton 


‘The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 
side. 

‘The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, UchiSaiwai-cho Lichome (next to the Tokyo 
Club). 


Sotution or Prosiem No. 354. 





wHits. BLACK. 
1—R to Q7 IK to K3 
2—Kt takes P, ch 2—Kto Ky 
3—B to Kt 7, mate 

1—RtoR3 
2—Bto Kt 7, ch 2—Rto K B3. 
3—Q takes R(K7), mate if 2—K to K 3 
3—6 or Kt takes P, mate 

I—-Rio Rg 
2—Bto K 7, ch 2—K to K 3 


—Q takes P m1 
ahpe (2s) teats 1—R any other 





2—Bto K' 7 (or Q6),ch a—K to K 5 

3—Kt takes P, mate 
1—Pto Ki3 

2—B to Ki 7, ch 2—K to K3 

—Q takes P, mate 
3-8 1—Kt takes P 
2—B to Q6, ch 2-Kwo K3 
3—Kt takes P, mate 

etc, etc. 

Correct ns teceived from W.HS, 





P.E.ES., D.D., Yoila. and Miss S. 
Skak.—You overlooked Black's reply Kt takes 
P. But for that your Key move B to K 7 would 
be correct. 
W.HLS. Has also sent in a conert solut 
W.S. Paviti’s chess puzzle, which we rep 
in this column of 22nd January. 








Prostam No. 357. 
By J. Ontauist, Helsingfors. 





White to play and mate in two moves. 


Cuess By Terepnonn, 

‘Telephonic chess iy not a new thing in the pro- 
vinces, I however, but one or two 
matches had been played before last Saturday. 
On that day the City of London Chess Club eng: 
aged eight players of the Yorkshire County Chess 
‘a match at Leeds by telephone. ‘The re 
was agteat success. Play proceeded without 
a hitch, and was finished in seven hor 
City of London Club g isi 
a score of 5} to 2h, 
five draws.” We append one of the games played 
‘on that occasion :— 


City or Lonpow C.C. v. Yorxsuire C.CC. 


Ganz No. 358 
White.—H. H, Cole. Black.—T. R. Clifford. 
fou. (orks). 























winite, BLACK. WHITE. BLACK. 
rP Ky PK3 16 Kt R3 Ke R4(f) 

2 Kt KB3z PQs 17QKi2 Kt Bs 

3P K5(¥) POBS 18 BeKi — PxBéy) 

4 P OKtab) PxP 19 KtQ2 Castles KR 
5P Oy Ke h 
6BQ3 P KR3 20 R B6 K Kia 
7Caxiies BOz 21 OR KBsg Q Bs 
8BKz KKiK2 | 22 Kt(R3)xP 5 O-4 

g Kt hy PK Kt4 (c) | 23 R(B6) B2 P By 

10 Kt KB3 Q Bad) | 24 PxP(e.p.) 

ar PQR3 Rt Bq ch BP 

12 Px BxP 25QR3  QRKsq 
13PB3 BRg() [26Ri Ks BK 
HQKZ KixB 27 RxR(i) Resigns. 
15Pxkt = BKig 


Notes (by Gunsberg). 
(a) We are opposed to the eatly advance of P 
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to K5 in the French defence in any shape or form 
whatever. 

(b) The originality of this move is not to be 
denied ; but its value is very doubtful, for if Black 
takes the pawo it keeps im the White Q Kt, and 
the pawn can well be defended. 


(c) As Black has his development much retacd:| 


ed, some such plan was best for him. 

) The vatmal complement of P to K Kt 4 
would have been Rio K Kt sq with a view to plays 
ing Kt to Ki 

(ec) Bto K 2 was au 

(1) A useless move. 

(g) Black has no prospect of successtully defend 
ing this pawn, and the exchange has greatly 
weakened his centre. 

(h) B to B 3 was imperatively necessary ; mote- 
over, Black could have had to hope whatever to 
defend his king’s side against White's took, thete- 
fore castling king's side is worse than useless. 

(i) A bright finish, if Btakes Q, Rto Bz, mate; 
or, if B takes R,27—R takes B. 








ich better move. 














An Insrructive Eno Game. 
‘The following position occurred the other day 
at the Sydney Chess Club. 
Mr, W. J. Miles. 


BLACK. 








ware, 
Mi. W. HL Jona 
‘The games proceeded th 








WHITE. BLACK. 
1—R takes P 
2—PioR 5 (a) 2—P to KR 3! (h) 
3—P to B 6 ch 3—K to R2 
4—P to Kt 6ch 4—P takes PB 
5—P 10 B7 s—Kt to K 5 ch 
6—K tw Bg O—R takes Boch! 
7—K takes R 7—Ki to Kt 5 ch 
8—K to By 8—Kt takes P 
9—R to Q7 9—K to Ki2 


10—P takes P. 10—K takes P 

11—R takes P, and the game ended in a diaw. 
(a) 2—K to Kt 4 would w 
(b) Not 2—P to B 3, because of 3—P to R6 
Pio Ki 6 ch—P takes P, 5—P 
for White. 














Norns. 

The American Chess Magasine in its ¢ 
issue states that the prospects fur another 
hetween Harry N. Pillsbury and Jackso 
Showalter are very bright, Mr. Showalter is de- 
ious of playing aud Mr, Billybury is not averse, 
The details of the match are now being considered, 
and the terms, rules and agreement are likely to 
dso that the match can be finished in 
me to allow the players to attend the Vienna 
in May. Me. Showalter states that 
about the middle of 























M 
he would like to begin 





January. 





There is a immom afloat to the effect 
Janowski and Carousel will in all probability 
play a match, either in Berlin or Vienna, and that 
asimila: contest between Charousek and Burn 
will be played in London, Tu the latter case it is 
also planned to match the amateur champion, LH. 
E. Atkins and Charousel. 












Another match hy telegraph has been started 
between Vienna and St. Petersburg. 





“Ave you achessplayes?" ayked the landlord 
of a prospective tenant. “TL much prefer to have 
jed by chessplayers 
a chessplayer 
jor asuch a singular preference. 
simple enough. Chessplayers move so seldom 
and only after great deliberation,” 












Tue Pressures or true Gann. 
Sing not to us of passion, plot, or plan, 
Of woman's love or beauty bright; 

Give me the joy that thrills a man 
Who finds @ brilliant win in sight, 





UR 





UNIVERSITY OF | 


Kine’s Gampit Decuinen. 

In the present day many chess players feat 
to offer a I ambit, beeanse itis likely 
to be accepted. In days gone hy the theory pre= 
vailed that all gambits were unsound, and, there: 
fore, you had merely to accept gambits tow 
he world, however, grows wiser 
grows older, and it has, therefore 
to pass that although most authorities still i 
tain that gambits are unsound—in theory —they 
are sowtnd enough in actual practice to be dat 
ous; and, therefore, they prefer to decline them. 
Tu the case of the King’s Gambit, however, we 
very much doubt whether the proffered pawn can 
be declined with impunity. The two methods of 
declining generally most feared by the attacking 
party are Qiu, PtoQ 4, and 2... Bto B4: 
bat we think we can show that in both cases 

















er 























White should ultimately emerge fram the opening 
with some advantage, either in position of mate= 
Let us examine the first variation, known as 
Falkbeer Gambi 
1P Kg PK 3PxP PKs 
2PKBy PQy 2 
White has now several cs vations. He may 
continue, 4—B to Kt 5 ch Por KttoQ B3 o Q 
to K 2 (suggested by Steinitz), or Bro B44; and 
last, but not least, 4—P to Tu the Latest 


addition of the Handbuch the present writer 
is credited with having invented this move, and 
the variations which sp 
maiter of fact, however, the move 
Léwenthal in his book of M. 
shed more than 30 years ago. 
thal gives uo continuation. 











phy's games, 
But Lowen- 
Suppose then— 











4PQ3. Kt KB3 | 7BQ2 Bee 
5QK2! OxP 8BxB OB Kts 

6 Ki QB3 BOK s 

IB... Castles, 9 Brakes Kt, P takes B or 

Ptakrs P? | 10-Q to K 5, Q 10 B3! 1— 

Bw K 7, &e.). QwKs. QuBgtn 
9 PxP! BxQ 12 BrP R Ktsq 
10PxQ Bx 13 RKsqch K Q2 
mKxB | KixP 14 BKs 

Wh which, with a little skilful 








pulation, be can probably maintain, but in 
ny case he has probably sufficient advantage to 
win the end-game.— Hereford Times. 





Yoxonama Cuuss Cus. 

We are glad to notice the increasing interest 
exlubited by members in the work of the Cl 
meetings ducing the past month and the beginnin 
of this mouth having been exceptionally well at 
tended. A considerable number of ‘Toumament 
games have been played, in the Ladder,” the * 
Secretary's Handicap, and the Championship, 
some of which were excerdingly well contested 
andare worth recording. We hope players will in 
future favoue us with the scares of their games, for 
we are sive that one readers will welcome focal 
specimens of Chess as a pleasant change from the 
wsual master games clipped from home pap 

The score tn the first round of the Champic 
ship Tourney stands now :— 
































GAMES, 


PLAYER. Lost. 








woNOGR. 


ant and Captain 
cilbach have not yet met, but we believe these 
gentlemen will begin their match at the next 
meeting. 








MAIL STEAMERS, 














halal I eet ale 
THE NEXT MAIL IS DUE 
From ine. Steamer. Date, 
Europe : Th. Feb. 20 
America Su, Feb. 13 


Su, Feb. 






Em. of Japan 4 
ND, Loyd Hohengolle:n, 
0. & 0. Co. Coptic 
Em. of 


America 
Hongkong. 








1 Left Hongkong on the 
2 Left San Francisco via Honolulu on the s6th Jan, 
3 Left Hongkong on the sed inst, 

4 Left Vancouver on the 





it inet. 








MAIL. LEAVES 











For Steamer. Date, 
America ©. City of Peking Sa, Feb. 
Hongkong 0. Co, Rohilla ‘In. eb. 8 
Shanghai + Nagato Marn Tu, Feb, 
Hongkong. R.Co. Kmvof Japan Me Feb, 
| Hongkong... Co. Peru M. Feb. 4 
America &0.0o. Done tu. Febs ay 


Original from 3 
LINOIS AT 
NA-CHAMPAIGN 
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LATEST SHIPPING. 


analog aie aes 
ARRIVALS. 

Tantalus, British steamer, 2,299, Hannah, 29th 
Jan.,—London via ports, and Kobe, 27th Jan., 
General.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Benlarig, British) steamer, 1,453, Wallace, 29th 
‘Jan.,—London via ports, and Kobe, 27th Jan., 
General.—Cornes & Co. 

Astrid, Norwegian steamer, 976, Elligers, oth 
Jan.,—Hongkong, 201h Jan, Rice—Becker & 
Co. 














Shanghai, British steamer, 2,163, E. P. Bishop, |! 


London vi 





goth Jan.y ports and Kabe, ath 








Jan., General.—P. & O. S.N. 
Puritan, British steamer, 2,628, Evang, sth Jan, 
—London via ports, and Kobe, 28th Jan., Gene 


tal.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 
Lsukushima Kan (31), Japanese stecl coast defence 
vessel, 4,278, Captain F. Hirao, rst Feb,— 


Yokosul 

Canton, British steamer, 1,10, S. Wilde, 2nd 
Feb.,—Hongkong, 2sih Jan. Sugar and Rice. 

dine Matheson & Co, 

British steamer, 3,155, Daniel, 2nd Feb., 
—Batoum via ports, and Hongkong, 26th Jan., 
Balk Osl.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Lyderhorn, Norwegian steamer, 2,014, Hammeras, 

4 Feb.,—New York via ports and Suez Canal 

d Kobe 1st Feb., General,—Frazar & Co. 

Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, 3rd 
Feb.,—San Francisco via Honolulu, 15th Jan. 





























Mail and General —O. & 0. SS: 
Nomia, German ship, 1,925, Riwely 30d Feb,.~ 
Barry, 24th August, Coal.—R. Isaacs & [+0, 
Buccleuch, Britis s! gd Feb,, 

eNew Work, 14:h Sepia Kerosene Oil---Stane 





dard Oil Co. 
Else, German steamer, 747, Peterson, qth Feb— 
Hoito, 22nd Jan, Sugar.—Jardine Mathieson 





Date’ “Rickmers, German steamer, 2 361, Mitiker 
gth Feb ,— Hamburg via parts, and Hongko 
26th Jan., General.—M. Raspe & Co. 

Orwell, British steamer, 2.449, Gibb, gth Feb — 
New York via poits and Suez Canal, and Kobe 
3id Keb. G-neral.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Cily of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. 



















Smith, qth Feb.,—Honghong via nous, San 

Jan., Mails and General.—P. M.S.S. Co. 
Matsuyama Maru, Japanese sie 1,034 AAS A 

Allen, 3rd Feb Seattle, Washington, Gene 





tal.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 


Omi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,533, C. Young, 
ath Feb.,—Austialia_via ports, and Kobe, 2nd 
Feb., Mails and General, — Nippon Yusen 











DEPARTURES. 
Ping Suey, British steamer, 1,982, D. Davies, 291h 
—Londow via ports, General—W. M. 





Strachan & Co. 

Idsumi Kan (16), Japanese ciniser, 2,067, Capt. 
. Hayashi, goth Jan.,—Yokosuka. 

Silver Fleece, American schooner, 58, T. R. 















Thompson, goth Jan..—North Pacific Ocean, 
Sealing Ge 
Glenesk, B. 2,275, E. Darke, 3 
Jan. —Moj ‘Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
Ssechuen, British steamer, 1,158, Pennylather, 





ist Feb.,—Otaru, Ballast.—Butterfield & Swire. 
Hauseat, Norweuian steamers 2.177 Hamie, 1 
RC 











Feb.,-Moji, Ballast.—Fia 
Puritan, Britis steamer, 2.628, Evans, 1st Feb., 
ta De 
Sydney, French steamer, 2,081, Anhert, 2nd Beb., 





—Marseilles via posts, Mails and General.— 
M. M.S.S Co, 

Diomed, Britis\ steamers 3.005) ‘Thos. Bartlett, 
and feb.,—Lo ts, General. —Butter- 

id & S 

Loubard, British steamer, 1,658, C. W. Raison, 
and Keb.,—Hongkong via’ ports, General.— 
Dodwell Carlill & Co. 

Astrid, Nowwegian steamer, 976, Elligers, 3id 
Feb.,—Kuchinotsu, Ballast.—Becker & Co, 

Saint Ronald, British steamer, 1,985, W- H. Cle- 
ments, 4th Feb ,—Kobe, Oil.—Jardine Mathe- 
son & Co. 

Tantaius, British steamer, 2,299, Hannah, 4:h 
Feb.,—London via ports, and Manila, General. 

—Butterfield & Swire. 

Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, 4th 

fe —Hongkong via pore, Mails and Gene- 
ral.—O. & O. SS. Co. 

Muncaster Castle, Br 
Griffith, 4th Feb. 
Strachan & Co. 

Sakuva Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, N. Mume- 
zono, 31d Feb..—Ovarn via ports, General.— 


Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 
/Go 














e 














hip, 1,992, William 
Manila, Ballast.—W. M, 


















PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 

Per British steamer Belgic, from San Francisco 
via Honolulu :—Mrs. G. C. "Waldo, Mis. J. A. 
and Mis: Thos, Watson, Miss Anita 

Mr. and Mes, Paul G. Fielder, Rev. and 
ALM. Brooks, Mr. Daniel Johnson, Mr. R. 
G. Johnson, Mr. E. N. Osborne, Mr, E. D. Geewig, 
Mv. H.N. Robson, Mr, William Bass, Mr. Henry 
Binley, Mr. H. W. Commons, Mr. RM. Kopp, 
Miss 81, G. Humpliries, and Miss Z. E, Lighter, 

fh and Mrs, C. Johnson, 

















Per British steamec City of Peking, Hongkong 
via ports :—Capt, H. W. Peck, Miss M. E- 
Staley, Mr, E. H. Tuska, Mr. C. Bampfylde, Mr. 
C.W.M. Bich, Mv. E, Gausen, Mr. H. L. Chope, 
and Mr, M, Gardner, in cabin For S: ran. 
cisco:—Lieut, Vs Deaconoff, and Mri B. Choy- 
korsey, in cabin, 











DEPARTED 
Per French steamer Sydney, for Marseilles via 
ports:—Lord Henry Thynne and servam, Mr. 












and Mrs, L. E. Laidley, Mrs, Goldsmith, 
Mes. Parker, Mrs. Roberts, Miss Honey, Miss 
ley, Mr. C. Hitovo, Mr, J. Ramsey Par- 
Foulon, and tr, Dessolles, in cabin, 


Me. 
Cc 





ese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Belgic, for How 
parts and Mis. O. J. Kron, Mr - 
nett, Commande: A, Henderson, R.N., Mr. J. M. 











auland, Mc, S. Landermano, Mr. FB, Borge, 
» L. Koch, Rev. and Mis. A, M, Broo 
.'B. Glover, Mr, A. Macmillan, Mes. Chis 











Ss Sachi and servant, and Mr, 
cabin, 





vavacty, 


CARGO. 


British steamer Gaelic, for San Francisco, 
via Honolulu t— 














ThA, 
: WRANEIIEN, YORK: CHIGABO. FOnaty 
Shanghai. 997734 S402 t08 
Yokohama 337 = = 337 
Total, 4244-754 S40 24538 
SILK, 

BAN | wee 

PMANEIG Toney 

Hongkong 345 

Volonama 403 











otal 748 

Per Fievcl’ sicamer Sydney, for Marseilles via 
ports :—Raw Silk 178 bales, and Waste Silk 424 
bale 

















LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
aE RT 
IMPORTS. 


A strong demand for grey shittings, patficulatly 
in long lengths, has continued during the week, 
and has led to a fair business heing Wansacted, 
The activity iw the yar ted last week 
as somewhat abated, but a fair business has been 
done. There have also heen enquiries for fancy 
cottons and woollens, not, however, resulting so far 
in any considerable business. 


COLLON PKC GOODS, 
pan races 





841, Bb yale. suinches $2.55 to 2.85 

































ches 2.80 to 3.35 
1.84 to 2.00 
ia yavie, jpinches,. 1-95 t0 2.90 
Is, jo1mcher,. 200 t> 3.75 
a ilacie, ren rane 
a: Bhp too. 3 
Velvets—Wiack, 95 yanks, azinches ... 7 35 10 9.90 
113 yards, pa-ginches,, 0.75 ' #.00 
Taphes Role oto 2.4Mh, 24/25 yants, 
hes .. 1.50 to 1.70 
Tuckey Reds—3.8 to jlhy 24/43 yards, 
430 inche: 17510 2.10 
Turkey Reds—3.8 (o 41h, 24/25 yards, 
32 inches .. 2.40 to 2.70 
Furkey Reds—4.8 Lo 51h, 24/25 yards 
aa inches .. gon to 3.50 
WOOLLENS. recs 
Klannels .. seuss, $0.30 lu 0.50 
js) 32 inches hest 0.35 to 0.48 


hes 
. 930 to 0.32) 

















0.25 10 0.47) 
E O.n§ tou a2 
Cloths—Pilots, 51 @ S61" 0.35 10.050 
Clotha—Prenidents, 5110 56 inclen 0.60 t0.0.75 
nm 5416 gh chem vs 650 10 085 
Manketn—Searlel AG 
fet Wesvcnes 0.50 to 0.60 
$38.50 to 39.50 





41.00 to 43 00 
44.00 to 45.00 



















« 32, Doubles 46.00 to 48.00 
|. 42, Double: 5175 to 54.50 
a 60, Plain .. 61.00 tu 62.00 
2/30, Plain. 75.00 0 7.00 
99.00 to 100 00 

72 00 to 7900 

89.00 tu 95.00 





. 1/100, Gasser 1.00 to 124.00 







RAW COTTON. PRR FicuL. 
American Middling .. FS 
18 00 to 18.75 


20.00 to 204 


MILIALS. 
The matkel is stagnant, the recent demand for 


ipplied. 


Linch, and upward.g.t5 lo 4.60 
J 







ized sheet having been fully 











5.90 ls 6.00 
2.05 to 220 


Pig teal 
itoop. Wow (4 ta think ssooto $.25 


IICRO. 


The market remains unchanged aud demand is 
far from brisk. A cargo of American oil has ar- 
cived by the steamer Buccleuch from New York 
and acaigo ul Tank oil by the Nerite from Batoum 
Dealers appear to expect a fall in prices and only 
buy for immediate requirements. 
» $2.04 to 2.10 
2.00 to 2.19 
- 1.96 






SUGAR, 


Sales of Brown have been fairly brisk and com 
prise 14,891 piculs Manila aud 7,809 piculs other 
sorts. Arrivals of China amount to 7,230 piculs, 
‘The stock of Mauila is exhausted, and prices both 
for that and China sorts have slightly isea. No 
new business has been done in Formosa. A small 
business has been transacted in White refined at 
former rates, 











. $4.35 to 40 
4.50 to 535 
3.85 to 3 90 
3.85 to 4.50 
6.50 to 7.00 
7.35 te g.00 


Brown Pakas 
Brown 






EXPORTS. 


RAW SILK, 


The market has been very quiet dining the past 
week, settlements only amounting to some 390 
piculs, at unchanged prices. There has be 
good local demand for the native looms. Stacks 
are estimated at about 8,830 piculs, only a little 
more than half the amount at same time last year, 
Shipments comprise 178 bales per Sydney for Kus 
rene, and 131 bales per Empress of China, for 

m 








QuoraTions. 
























fiat ; a Nominal 
ilatures—Extea 13/15, 14/16 den 0 to 940 
Filatures—tlo, 14 1a/tg Menten. g20 (0 930 
Filalures—No. 15, 14/16de 880 to 840 
Filatures—No. 14, to/t4 denier 900 to 910 
Filatures—No. eh, 13/06, 14/7 a 850 to 860 
ilatures—No. 2, 10/15 deniers 850 to B6u 
Ho. a, 11 tidenies 820 to 830 
890 to 900 
820 to 810 
B00 to 810 
4 ivdeniers.. 780 to 760 

14/20 denier, - 
840 to 8:0 
820 to 830 
790 to Boo 
760 to 770 


past week or ten days, settlements from the 25th 
ult, amounting to 2,175 piculs, at very fim prices, 
Stock is estimated at 7,640 piculs. The Sydney 
took 424 bales for Europe, 





QuoTATIONS, 
Wilature, Beat 
ilature, Good 


















— Josh, Good 
Busha, Fair 
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TEA. 

Very few transactions have taken place during 
the week and those principally in the lower grades. 
Stocks are said to amount to 1,300 piculs only and 
no new arrivals have taken place from the country, 
The only shipment dusting the week has been 
1,545 packages for Ametica by the Empress of 

hina, 


















QUOTATIONS. 





Choicest 
Choice 









K 
Good Medium $27 to 28 
Medium ... 23 to 24 
Good Commo: auto 2a 
Common... « 1g te 20 
EXCHANGE, 
2g lower from London and sterling quota- 









China }.to 3 lower, which have caused 
sates on China to advance, though no change 
otherwise, 


Sterliog—Bank T. 
















_ — Bills on demand, 2/ot 
- — 4months’ sight 2/oh 
= Private 4 months’ si 2/0; 


= — 6mont 
On Farise—Bank sight 


Oo Hongkong—Bank sight Shio6} lod. 
Private tod eel 7A09 0 d. 


On Germany—Bank sight, 
— Private 4 mon| 
ver (London) 








NOT SO FAR AWAY 
IN CHICAGO U. S.A. 


16 THE 
Greatest Mail Order House in the World. 


MONTGOMERY WARD & COMPANY, 
111 to 120 Michigan Ave. 
WHO ISSUE SEMI-ANNUALLY THE MOST COM- 
PREHENSIVE 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 


AND 


BUYERS’ GUIDE, 


Containing 400 pases 18 by 11 fncen), 24.000 1 

fraslons) 14000 dependavie quotations, Robe 

BPESTAL ‘Bists, devoted vodistineeivo ttn 
of CENERAL. MERCHANDISE, 


AGES, DRUGS, MEDI 
ES, ORGANS, Nosc BOOKS oa 
PHOTOGRAPHIC ‘MATERIALS, 

. BOOTS and SHOES, 


of de ition faction 
Gidoualy atminimam 
tical ata Se mau 
Montgomery Ward & Co., 
CHICAGO, U.S. Ar 
11 to 120 MICHICAN AVENUE. 








CARD. 


REGINALD H. MARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 
Is prepared to execute orders for AUSTRA- 
LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, LEATHER, 
and BONES. . 
Address : 
Care of Japanese Coxsunits, 


98, Queen Street, Melbourne, 
Australia, 


December 18th, 1897. 3 
Digitized by Goc le 














ht 
INSTANT RELIEF FOR Skin TORTURED ‘BABIES 


and rest for tired, worn-out parents in a warm bath with Cuticura Soap, 
and a gentle anointing with Cuticura, the great skin cure. 

The only speedy, safe, permanent, and economical cure for the most 
distressing of itching, burning, bleeding, and scaly skin and scalp hu- 
mours of infants and children. Cuticura REMEDIES are guaranteed 
absolutely pure by chemists of the highest standing, and may be used 


from the moment of birth. 


Bold throughout the world., British depot: F. Nawaxay &Soxs, London. Porren Dava axp 
Cuex. Conr., Sole Props., Boston, U. 8. A. Sesh How to OareBitin-Tortured Babies,” pos free. 
the skip sealpjand hal of infant, and 


BABY SOAPS = Eelatag i Re reine ra noting buena 
iifylng abd beauttyin 
mp orne mega ict ay 1 aud aursefy For pinipiers 


Psa i raratiariar aan Gaal demu 


Bereote rele ee 
medi ‘exquisitely perfurned, surprisingly effective. 
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| oun 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In _ process of manufacture nothing but 


sefined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 

























162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 
The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January Ist, 1896. 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances colours, printing inks, tolet 
soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 


MIXING, CRUSH! AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS. 


Address Yessts. C. ROHDE & Co., 
‘YOKOHAMA. 








November 21st, 1896. 


Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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AAO RRARRRRARRRRR ARREARS 


~ WATERING 
APPARATUS 


Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydranis 
‘and Street Washers. 
Garden Watering Boxes and 
Apparatus. 
Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast 
Iron Cocks and Valves. 

E. QUESNIER, E.c.P., 
Enginoor and Cook Mnfr., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 
Hydropathic and Massage Aypary- 
tus supplied to the Vichy Co. 


H a 
5S | Vapour Baths (Berthe system) 
f BPP Orvexuninee & C. 
weweeee? 
December 5, 1896. 


ene ATKINSON’S 


SIGNATURE 
NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE.. 


‘The Physician's Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and'Gravel; the 
#) safest and most gentle 
J : d Bm woticine for Tntante, 
Tho Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, Children, Delicate Fe- 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, Males, and the Si 
Bilious Affectio ness of Pregnancy, 




















Sold w 
N.B.--ASK_ FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. ee 


September roth, 1897. g}m. 


1 
1 
| 
FY 


























18 NOW 


PRINTED “Most Refreshing.” 
IN BLUE INK a aee A OTLICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
OT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE ; A true natural perfume 


ade from flowers. 


mi 
OUTSIDE WRAPPER Not a Chemical Preparation. 
“AOLINE” PERFUME, “Most Refreshing.” 


of every Bottle of the igoling=cie cs 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE : for the Complexton, 


: “AOLINE” roitet POWDER imparts « 
Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 
Worcester ; 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London; 
and Export Oilmen generally. | r] 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE. al 


delightful bloom to the complexion, 


“AOLINE™ sachere. petguital tor Hanaker- 
ANA: 
ss Save 
SUR CLASGOW> 
AP, <> 
LI» 


48ins. 








“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Softening and 
Deautifying for the complexion, 
Of alt Chemists and 
J. & E. ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, . 
INVENTORS OF TIE CHLKMBATED 


= — “WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharmingScent.”—H.R.H.The Duehessof Yor’ 


January rst, 1898. i» ly. 
THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
Macfarlane’s Castings, | “o-toway's pms. 








May 8th, 1897 














‘Trade Mark on every Casting. 








chiets, G 








PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

“SHARP. CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” of this wonderful medicine there is ‘“ Health 

ORN MENT L ONSTRU TIVE WORK OF EVERY DESRIPTION. forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
VERANDAUS, BALCOULES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADKS, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills, 


in bis work entitled “* The Nile Tribut 
‘says—" l ordered the dragoman Mahome- 





RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 





Samogu Bari 
in Abyssini 












APT perenne at to inform the that | was a Doctor, and I had the best 
ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, medicines at the service of the sick, with advice yratis, In I 
MUMBAOUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS To SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIRKMENTS, short ewe fie setoy applicants to whom: Usgryed out a 








possessing uni 


akable purgative properties, they 
undeni 


effect upon the patient, which satisties 








eae Sl 
MACFARLANES GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. freate 





TWO GOLD MEDALS, LCUTT EXHIBITION. SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
Ilastrated CATALOGUES, Puce Lists, and Estimates on application. HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 
r TRAVELLERS CARRY 











ve 
Holloway's Ointment, I'gave some to the peopl athing 
could exceed their gratitude; and,in consequence, milk,fowle, 
Gutter, and horse feed pour-din upon us, until at lant'a teat 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas, 
80 y-eat that I was obliged toloch up 
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coming elections, under a penalty of imprison- 
ment. 
Great Britain and Russia are agreed in the 
candidature of Prince George of Greece for the 
Governorship of Crete. 





Sxrious anti-Semitic riots occurred in Paris, 
Lyons, Marseilles and other cities in France on 
January 17th and 18th, 


Tue Kansai Railway Company has adopted 
electric lighting on its cars, and the system is 
reported to be working successfully, 


AN International Sanitary Conference is to be 
held at Madrid in April. Japan is sending 
three officials of the Home Department. 


Consottpatep Bonds to the amount of 707,000 
yen were redeemed by the Government on the 
28th ult. at the rate of 94 yen per 100 yen face 
value. 


o! THe Tax Collectors’ office at Shinchiku, For- 
4] mosa. was looted by insurgents on the night of 


the 7th inst, and an official and a policeman 


7641 killed. 
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No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘Japan 
Werxty Malt’? must be authenticated by the name 
and address oi the writer, not ior publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. 

It is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the MANAGER, and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
addressed to the Eptror 
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BIRTHS. 

On the goth January, at Hongkong, the wife of 
Captain Jackson, steamer Loosok,—ol a daughter 

At Peking, on the 2gth January, the wife of E. 
Guy Hivcrr,—ol a son. 

At Shanghai, ow the 3d Eebruary, the wile of 
E. LarKins,—of a so 


MARRIAGES. 


Ou Jan, 26, at St. Stephen's Mi 
West Point, Hongkong, by the 
Banister, Wituiam E. Hirwu ct, eldest son of 
the late Abraham Hipwell, Esq, Mountrath, 
Ieeland, to ara Tsapee, second daughter 
of the late Thomas G. Power, Eq. Milverton, 
Temple Road, Dublin, treland. 
the 28th Janus y. at Joln’s Cathedral, 
kong, by the Rev. R. B. Cobbold, M. A, 
Ayreon Norvon Huxe to Kare. daughter ol 
the Rev. Alexander Fraser, Oban, Scotland, 



































SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tue situation in Uganda was considered grave 
on the 7th inst, 
Savanty-two houses were destroyed by fire at 
Mayebashi on the 8:h inst, 








Tue Yokohama Water Works will shortly com- 
mence the construction of a supplementary 
reservoir at Nogeyama. 





rial Ordinance has been promulgated 
ing the carrying of swords, sword-sticks, 


clubs or other lethal ved by CxOOC) gl 


A vary successful sabieapilen dance in aid of 
the funds of the Yokohama General Hospital 
took place on Thursday evening at the Public 
Hall. 
Airg occured in the Yokohama Dock Co's, 
compound Kaigan-dori, in Thursday night, by 
which two godowns were destroyed and another 
damaged. 








Tue performance on Saturday of the farce, 
“Naval Engagements” by members of the 
Tokyo Dramatic and Musical Society was greatly 
appreciated, 











A project is on foot for the construction of a 
harbour at Unoshima, Kyushu, to facilitate the 
shipment of the coal produced in the neigh- 
bourhood. 
On the night of the 3rd inst. a mixed train 
from Hyogo, while at Okayama Station, caught 
fire, and baggage valued at 1,000 yen was 
destroyed. 
Some anxiety is felt lest the Soudanese mutineers 
cross the Nile and affect a junction with the 
Dervish garrisons, The Europeans are gathered 
at Fort Kampala, : 








A MareiaGe has been arranged, with the Em- 
peror's consent, between Prince Komatsu Yori 
hito and the Lady Kane-ko, elder daughter of 
Prince Iwakura Tomosada, 


An Imperial Ordinance was issued on the gth 
t sanctioning the adoption of the current 
year's Budget for the purposes of the next fiscal 
year, commencing 1st April next. 








Ow the 8ch inst. a collision occurred in Naga- 
saki harbour between the Russian gun boat 
Zabiaka and the British steamer Esangt. Nei- 
ther vessel sustained serious damage, 


Tue funeral of the late Vice-Admiral Baron 
Teuboi, commander of the Yokosuka Port 
Admiralty, took place on the-sth instant at the 
Zuiahdji Temple at Shirokane-daimachi- 








Mr. Icurkawa Danyuro, the famous actor, is 
to have been engaged for 40 performances 

at the Kabuki theatre, Osaka, at the modest 

honorarium of 50,000 yen for the period. 








Baron Nisut, Minister of Foreign Affairs, on 
Monday evening entertained Marquis Ito, the 
Premier, the Ministers of State, and all the 
foreign Representatives at his official residence. 


A RgcRPTION was held by H.I.M. the Emperor 
on the sth inst. which was attended by the 
le Princes, Ministers of State, «fficials of( 





the Imperial Household and the local Governors 
now in the Capjtal. 


Tue rebels at Mekranon the Persian frontier, 
who recently attacked an engineering expedi- 
tion, have been completely routed by a British 
force, sustaining heavy losses, including their 
leaders. 
Tue Japanse steamer Bankoku Maru, with a 
cargo of coal from Moji, ran on to the Sarataga 
Spit in entering the Bay on the 7th inst., but 
after being lightened of part of her cargo, 
floated off on the 11th. 


A TEL’ Gea from Peking to a vernacular paper 
states that to avoid difficulties with Russia or 
Great Britain, in accepting a loan from either, 
the Chinese Government has decided to fall 
back on a domestic loan of 100 million taels. 








On the rstinst., a luggage train on the Kyushu 
Railway, while approaching the Futsukaichi 
Station, was derailed. A passenger train com- 
ing up behind meta similar fate. More than 
30 passengers are reported to have been in- 
jured, one man severely. 


Trarric on the Tokaido railway between 
Yamikata and Oyama was stopped on the 7th 
inst, by a fall of rock either in a tunnel or ent- 
ting. It was expected that the line would not 
be clear for several days, but arrangements 
having been made the mails got through on the 
oth. 
In connection with the recent Kobe Cus- 
toms frauds, two of the accused, Funahiki 
Hyoda, editor of a daily report of Imports and 
Exports, and Nagai Kotaro, a clerk employed 
in the Foreign Chamber of Commerce, have 
been convicted of complicity in the frauds and 
sentenced to two months’ imprisonment and a 
fine, 


During the trial of a case in the Kobe District 
Court a few daysago, proceedings were brought 
toa deadlock through the Procurator refusing 
to obey the Judge when the latter demanded to 
know the name of a ‘secret service man ” who 
had assisted the police in arresting some defend- 
ants accused of gambling. ‘The Procurator 
withdrew from the case and proceedings were 
suspended. 











Tux Import market during the past week has 
been fairly brisk as regards cotton piece goods, 
yarns, and raw cotton, but little has been done 
in metals. In view of considerable shipments 
in transit, buyers appear to be waiting for a fall 
in prices, but whether this will occur appears 
doubiful, as reports from home show a very firm 
market, Some considerable transactions have 
taken place in kerosene, among others 17,000 
cases out of 40,000 of Sumatra oil to anive, 
having been placed. Arrivals of American oil 
both at Yokohama and Nagasaki have been 
fully equal to requirements, and a reduction 
in prices is anticipated by buyers. A fair busi- 
ness has been done in sugar, both brown and 
white refined. Arrivals of Manila brown, of 
which none remained last week, have amounted 
to some 40,000 piculs. There has been a very 
considerable import of China and Saigon rice, 
at very firm prices, as the crop in Cochin China 
has not been a full one and there is a good 
demand for Europe. In Exports, there has 








been a fairly good daily business done in Silk, 
both raw and waste, bu: the boom in the latter 
line, reported a fortnight ago, is over and buyers 
are getting waty in view of the high prices 
maintained. Scarcely anything has been done 
in tea, and in fact there is little chance of much 
transpiring, as the small stock atill remaining 
on the market is of very poor quality, and 
arrivals from the country have practically ceased. 
Explitngérclotes steady. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
eg 

The object for which Japan has worked so 
long, namely the recovery of her tarnff auto- 
omy, being now at length within sight of 
achievement, the Fiji Shimpo has something 
to say on the subject, Considering that the 
United States derives 160 million dollars, or 
neatly fifty per cent. of its total revenue, from 
import duties, and that even Italy, essentially a 
poor county, obtains fifteen per cent, of its 
revenne from the same source, whereas the 
figure in Japan’s case is only 33 per cent., there 
cannot be much room to doubt thal a change 
of rates is urgently needed. The necessary 
arrangements have now been made aller infinite 
difficalty, and since there is every prospect of 
the speedy conclusion of the only two remain- 
ing treaties, namely, the French and the Austro- 
Hungarian, it is expected that the new tariff will 
come into operation from September or Octo 
ber next. The duties chargeable will be levied 
in accordance with two bodies of regulations, 
the Conventional Tariff and the Statutory Tariff, 
the latter being supplementary to the former in 
the case of countries that have treaties with 
a most-favoured-nation clause. There is 
no doubt that these new tariffs tepresent 
a great step in advance, as compared with 
the tariff now in force, but, on the other hand, 
their provisions are hy no means perfect. I is 
an accepted princtple in Japan that import duties 
should be levied wholly for purposes of revenue 
and not at all with a view to protection. The 
tariff ought therefore to be drawn up in such a 
manner as to obtain a maximum of revenue 
while opposing a minimum of obstacle to the 
development of the import trade. Itis ques- 
tionable whether that aim has been kept fully in 
view by the drafters of the new schedules. Then, 
again, every encouragement should be given to 
the growth of domestic manufactures, and all 
raw materials required for industrial enterprise 
should be admitted duty-free. Fiom that point 
of view the placing of raw cotton on the free 
list was a wise step, but there are other articles 
that ought to be similarly weated. Another im 
portant point is that whereas Germany a d Eng- 
land, for example, retain absolutely unlimited 
power to impose what duties they please on 
Japanese products and manufactures, Japan's 
power to tax Briish and German goody is 
strictly limtied. That cannot be called an 
equality of rights, Thus, thongh there is much 
cause for congratulation on account of the pro- 
gress represented by the new tariffs, it will not 
do to suppose that the situation is entitely satis- 
factory, Something still remains to be ac- 
complished, 















* 
ere 

Oue of the most remarkable features of Far. 
Eastern politics is the growth of China’s foreign 
indebtedness during recent years, says the 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun, Up to a very modern 
dale she was virtually free from all peenniary 
obligation to Western countries. In 1887 she 
contracted her first foreign debt, a paltry sum 
of five millions of marks to Germa: Then she 
borrowed a silver loan of £1 635,000 from Eng 
lish in 1893, and « gol! loan of three millions 
steiling from the same country in 1894, to 
gether with various smaller loans, aggregating 
about two millions sterling from sundry sources 
The total was paltry. and was amply secared 
by the customs revenue. Butin 1895 and 1896, 
respectively, China made two big loans of 
£15 820,000 and £26 000,000, and now she is 
negotiating another loan of sixteen millions, On 
the other hand, her state income is small. Ac- 
cording to the calculations of Herr von Brandt, 
the total sum collected from the people is 100 
million taels annually, made up of land tax (35 
millions), customs dues (23 millions), transit 
dues (12 millions), J#&in (10 millions), salt tax 
(10 millions) and miscellaneous taxes (10 mil- 
lions). Of this total, however, only ahout 
one-third finds its way to Peking, if Herr 
von Brandt's figures be correct. He probably 
estimates the receipts of the Central Govern 
ment at too low a sui, but itis certain that they 
are insignificant when compared with the size 
and population of the empire, Evident! eres 
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fore, China is not ina position to borrow money 
abroad. She has already pledged her customs 
dues for all that they are worth, and, her national 
credit not being a particularly valuable asset, she 
has to look round for a new security. Mean- 
while, Western Powers find their opportunity in 
her impecuniosity. They press their money 
upon her, not indeed without security— England, 
for example, seeks to have the laud tax hypo- 
thecated to her in connexion with the new Joan 
—but still with a readiness that would be un 
accountable were not other conditions attached, 
conditions providing an increase of commercial 
privileges and an improvement of political posi- 
tion for the creditor, When the Shimonoseki 
Treaty was concluded, 4 great many critics 
said that the Japanese negotiators had made a 
mistake ; that they had exacted from China a 
pecuniary promise which she would never fulfil, 
and that her engagement to pay 200 million tacls 
was not worth the paper on which it was writ- 
ten, Those critics have long lapsed into silence, 
and are now replaced by commentators who ex- 
press great satisfaction at the prospect of China's 
paying off the remnant of the Indemnity, ‘he 
latter class of persons are as short-sighted as 
the former were pessimistic, For itis very plain 
that one of the objects which induce Western 
Powers to offer money to China is that she may 
be able to pay Japan off, so that the latter shall 
be deprived of all special claims upon her 
neighbour. If Japanese publicists looked a 
little more intelligently into the events of the 
time, they would perceive that to be paid off is 
not, perhaps, the most desirable result for their 
country, 








. 
The Osaka Asahi has four articles in series 
on the subject of national isolation. Undoubt- 
edly there are advantages connected with isola- 
tion, Japan reaped them in the middle ages, 
and they were so fully appreciated by the Toku- 
gawa Government that it adopted and enforced 
the most extreme form of isolation, On the 
other hand, isolation has its drawbacks, From 
them also Japan suffered. She found that, 
owing to want of intercourse with other 
counties, she had fallen far behind in the 
race of progress, She has been strug- 
gling hard during the last thirty years to 
recover her lost ground, and to some degree 
she hay succeeded, But geographically speak- 
ing, she is condemned to isolation. It takes 
her people days to reach the shores of any other 
country, That fact, however, coafers many 
benefits, England illustrates them, Itis nota 
question of “sour grapes” with Englishmen 
when they boast that their county stands alone, 
They know the advantage of being able to re- 
main beyond the range ot international collisions 
and frictions. Japan.occupies in the Far East 
a position analogous to that occupied by Eng- 
land in the Far West. But it must be confessed 
that the benefits of isolaton become very doubt 
ful when a union of Powers has to be faced, 
Japan has had bitter experience of that truth. 
The opening of her intercourse with the outer 
world placed her vis d-vis a phalanx of fourteen 
Western States, and they held her in a view. 
Sir Harry Parkes, Great Britain's Representa 
live, stood at the head of the phalanx and wield 
ed its forces, Japan was powerless in the face 
of such a union, It was for that reeson that 
Count Inouye failed to revise the Treaties, 
Count Okuma appreciated the fact, He adopt. 
ed the policy of breaking up the phalanx 
and negotiating with each Power indepen- 
dently, His programwe of revision was faulty, 
bat his method ot procedure deserved full praise. 
[cis true, indeed, that he did not originate that 
policy: Count Terashima had set the example, 
Still, to Count Okuma belongs the credit of 
having made practical application of the prin- 
ciple, Count Mutsu, following in the same 
lines, was at length able to achieve the country's 
aim, The lesson taught by these incidents was 
that a single Stale can not succeed unless its 
dealings are with a single State. A rnder and 
more forcible illustration of the same principle 
was afforded in connexion with Liactung, Rus- 
sia, Germany and France combined against 
Japan. The situation was hopeless for the latter 
Sole’ on her side, could contrive some 


gle UN 





combination, Italy attempted to help her, 
Italy has no great stake in the Far East, but 
she would be pleased to extend her interests 
there, and ber position in the Mediterranean 
makes her a special friend of England's. She, 
therefore, approached England on Japan's be- 
half. But England declined to ove: 
policy at the time was one of neutrality. 
Japan stood finally alone, and had no choice 
bat to yield. She was one, not merely against 
three, but against four; for had she defied 
Russia, Germany and France, she would have 
had China again on her hands. It is a source 
of perpetual pain that the Imperial Rescript of 
April 1895 had to be issued, but there was no 
help. Atthat time it did not appear to politi- 
cians that the union of the three European 
Powers could be durable. Russia and France 
might work together in the East, but Germany 
could scercely stand in permanent line with 
them. Germany, however, has clung to her 
allies with singular tenacity, and recent events 
show plainly that these three Powers must be 
regarded as a coalition for aggressive purposes 
in the Orient. Germany has taken Kiao-chon, 
Russia has occupied Port Arthur, and France 
is re-inforcing her squadron to assist these two 
States. Japan's interesis are seriously involved, 
So are England's. British policy may have 
been an object of doubt to some Japanese 
observers in former times, but it is so no longer, 
Evidently Eugland’s aim is to preserve the 
integrity of the Chinese empire and to secure 
the tradal routes of the Orient for the use of the 
whole world. That is precisely Japan’s aim 
also. As for China, she can not desire any- 
thing else. She has no other hope of safety. 
The situation points plainly to an alliance 
between England, Japan aud China, It is 
irue that China has always imagined herself 
superior to every other nation, and that the 
idea of an alliance has been repugnant to 
her pride. But her eyes must be opened 
by this time, Such an alliance weed not 
involve any complicated procedure. On the 
side ot England and Japan, there should be oc- 
casioual combied movements of their naval 
squadrons and each squadron should have {ull 
information of the other's whereabouts, As for 
China, she should agree that, with certain ex- 
ceptions, all her northern and southern ports 
shonld be available to the ships ofthe allies. A 
union of that kind would completely secure the 
peace of the Orient. 











. ® * 

The A’sppon declares that the twentieth cen- 
tury is evidently to be an era of brute force (ju= 
ryoku). The lesson taught by the events of the 
past few years is that the so called civilization of 
Western Powers has progressed in the direction 
of the law of might, Wearied by the weight of 
the armaments that they have been carrying as a 
protection against one another's violence, Kuro- 
pean States seek lo telieve the strain by excure 
sions into far-distant fields, South America, 
Central Africa and the Australian islands are 
sull included among the uncivilized quarters of 
the world, and thither the Powers of the Occi- 
dent have directed their aggressive attention, 
But the arena is not wide enough for their 
purpose, and they have consequently turned to 
China, Koren and Japan, waich couniries also 
are to be classed, it would seem, with the "flesh 
of the weak” awaiting consumption by the 











strong. International law is the law of Chri 
tianity. Its observance is confined 10 Chiis- 
tendom, Oriestal countries lie entirely beyond 


the range of its »pplication, They bave no 
share in its privil ges, «re not allowed to plead 
its provisions, The extraterritorial system 
practised against them is a plain proof of the 
tact, but the recent action of Germany isa. still 
plainer. If a deed of violence is committed by 
some lawless subjects of a State against the 
persons or properties of strangers, the duty of 
apprehending and punishing the offenders de- 
volves upon that State, Ouly in the event of its 
refusal or incompetence to discharge the duty 
does the Power whose nationals have suffered 
become entitled to take the law into its own 
hands. But Germany did not wail to see 
whether phe, (Minetg fpovernment would dis- 
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charge its duties, She had immediate recourse 
to force and seized a portion of Chinese terri- 
tory. Such procedure would be wholly owt of 
the question within the pale where international 
law applies. There are violent characters in all 
countries, and if every act of lawlessness were 
made a pretext for armed aggression, no weak 
nation would be secure for a moment, Russia, 
Germany and France combined to expel Japan 
from Liaotung and the banks of the Yalu, be- 
cause, apparently, they regarded her develop- 
ment as a recrudescence of the spirit of Ghengis 
Khan or Tainerlane, Have their own doings 
in the East since that time been worthier of 
civilization than were the doings of the Mongols 
and the Tartars centuries ago? The universally 
accepted doctrine of the time seems to be that 
to be strong at sea is to possess the right of us- 
ing one’s strength to the detriment of others, and 
that lo own vessels of war is to be entitled to 
seize whalever territories appear convenient as 
naval bases or coaling stations. The twentieth 
century approaches the horizon as the era of 
brute force. And strange to say, many Oriental 
publicists find nothing to be surprised at in the 
prevalence of such a doctrine, but are rather 
disposed to rejoice that the era of violence and 
aggression has dawned again upon the world. 


The Yomiuri Shimbun publishes two articles 
urging the advisability of emigration to South 
America. It quotes many figures showing the 
remarkable progress that the Argentine Re 
public has made during recent years, and 
speaks in glowing terms of the opportunities pre- 
sented by Brazil, Pe wand Chili. Our contem- 
porary’s statistics being accessible to all, and its 
articles being composed chiefly of figures, we 
need not give any detailed resumé. The Fomi- 
urt's object is not merely to encourage its 
nationals to emigrate to South America, but 
also to induce the Government to negotiate 
commercial treaties with the Argentine Republic 
and with such other States in that part of the 
world as have not yet entered into conventional 
relations with Japan. It thinks that one of the 
features of the twentieth century will be the 
material development of South America, 























WEDNESDAYF’S GALE. 

The severe gale that swept over Tokyo, Yo- 
kohama, and neighbourhood on the 2nd inst, 
caused a wumber of casualties in Shinagawa 
and Yokohama waters. The Asahi reports 
that a large junk called the Zuari Maru, owned 
by the Inouye Shipping Company, Yokohama, 
while on her way from Yokohama to Tokyo with 
434 bags of foreign rice, was lost, together with 
three sendo, The junk Kiuchu Waru, loaded 
with 100 rails, sank in Yokohama harbour, but 
the sendo were saved. The Anju Maru, with 
200 bags of foreign rice, had a narrow escape, 
and had to jettison some 80 bags of rice. The 
lighter Toraichi Maru, with 229 cases 
foreign salmon, went to bottom, and her sendo 
are still missing. The cargo boat Sanshu 
Maru, owned by the Oita Shipping Co. 
also foundered off Yokohama. The Shin. 
ryoku Maru, of the Matsushita Shipping Co., 
Yokohama, was lost with go8 cases of kerosene, 
together with the crew, off Haneda. The 
following junks also broke adrift. while being 
towed by the steamer No. 2 Hoson Maru 
off Haneda, near Shinagawa :—The Urayoshi 
Maru, with 700 cases of kerosene ; the Myofin 
Maru, with 1,600 cases, the Katnon Maru 
with 600 cases of oil; the No.3 Matsu Maru 
with 500 bags of Chinese rice; the Hachiman 
Maru with 278 bags goma;-the Ishidaka 
Maru with 350 bags of rice ; the Myosin Maru 
with 100 bales of American cotton; the Zaari 
Maru with 547 bags of sugar; the Myojin Maru 
with 42 bales of drugs 35 cases of provision, 17 
cases of wine, and 33 cases of foreign paper. 
The steamer Sumidagawa Maru and No. 3 
Hoson Maru are now engaged in searching for 
the missing junks. It is added that several other 
vessels belonging to the I and Ota Ship- 
pin 
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AN ANALYSIS OF PRICES IN 

JAPAN. 

z ree xs 

According to the investigations completed by 

the Bank of Japan and published in the Fé, 

the prices of domestic staples in January this 

year compared with those of January and Dec- 
ember lust year were as follow :— 



































THE MITSUI B4NK AND 1HE 
MONEY MARKET. 

+ 

A correspondent writes :—The ri g of the 
deposit rate has been the general feature of 
Japanese banking since last year. Recently, the 
Fifteenth Bank, the Mitsubishi Bank, and other 
trustworthy and respectable establishments, have 














Jan. 1898. Dec. 1897. Jan,1897,] all raised their deposit rates, and offer 7 per 

Coal ., + 224 + 222 152. [cent per annum for a fixed deposit for one year 
Cotton yarns 121 131 — |—that is, 2 percent. higher than the interest on 
Saké + 136 132 140 |any Government Loan Bonds, Other banks, 
Oil cake + 193 185 172 | with a comparatively small capital and of less 
Rice bran 182 178 144 | credit, have been compelled todothesame. 7% 
Aapedeae: Me ee ‘a3 _ |per cent. for a deposit fixed for one year is 
Beni nice Gabe) ion ae 159. |Hothing but usual now-adays, some banks hav- 
Fowls (lor food)... 142 134 142 ]iDg gone so far as to offer 8 percent. Indeed, 
Flow + 203 197 152 | there is now keen competition among Japanese 
Copper 197 202 187. | bankers to attract money by advancing the de- 
Leon 74 179 — |positrates. Is such a high rate as 8 per cent. 
Shirtings 199 200 187 | to be considered a reasonable figure? Is there 
eee. ai 67, ai any cloud threatening the economic world that 
oa, 136 ye 7 | drives almost all banks to resor! to this measure 
Sagat 136 ey in order that they may strengthen their reserves 
Salt 240 242 or, rather, notdrive their customers away? Is 
125 126 this @ felicitous phenomenon—this competitive 

207 221 advance of the deposit rates—when we 1emem- 

637 245 ber that such deposils as those for a fixed period 

106 108 111 lare made as much for the sake of security as of 

oe Ee toa Tor | profit? Will this step, followed by all at the 
pion : a ee 179 __ | Same time, bring about a satisfactory result to 

i a all? What will they do if the demand for money 
Fourteen other commodities remain the| becomes slack after they have succeeded in 
same in their prices as in the previous month,/tempting much from their neighbours? 
the comparative figures for January this year] These are financial problema that require 





and for January last being as follows :-—Cvtion 


thread, 133 and 120; silke floss, 120 and 98 


charcoal, 181 and 185; wood, 204 and 153; 
dried bonita, 246 and —; barley, 269 and 135; 


wheat, 218 and 163; bleached cotton stuff, 122 
and 104; vegetable wax, 128 and 131; tea, 127 
and 123; leather and hides, 186 and 1§03 silk 
thread, 123 and 119; eggs, 194 and Ig; hemp, 
148 and 145. 





The average of prices on the whole was 170 


for January, 1898, 172 for December, 1897, and 
146 for January, 1897, the value in Jannary, 
1887, being taken at 100. 

From the above it may be perceived that 
Japanese cut tobacco represents the highest 


appreciation, owing probably to the Leaf To- 


bacco Monopoly Law being put into operation, 
whereas the rise in the value of oil cake, rice, bran, 
&c., is attributable to fluctuations in the sardine 
fishery. Flour and fowls have risen on account 
of scarcity of stock; coal is recently increasing 
steadily and still shows an upward tendency ; 
cotton yarns, which were in a depressed condi- 
tion at the end of last year, have begun lo revive: 
in short, the appreciation of most of the com 
modities above mentioned is traceable to. certain 
special causes. 








COLLISION IN A JAPANESE COURT. 
efi 

A passage of arms occurred the other day 
between the Judge and the Procurator at the 
Kobe District Court. During the trial of a 
gambling case in which several respectable 
residents were concerned, the Judge insisted on 
knowing the name of a man who accompanied 
the officers when they made the arrest. 

The Procurator interrup'ed and said that the 
man who accompanied the police was a secre! 
service man,” whose name it was against the 
public interest to disclose. He had given in 
structions to this effect by virtue of his official 
authority. The Judge retorted thet he insisted 
on the question by virine of his official power. 

As aresult the Procurator retired from the 
Court, saying he would not attend the pro- 
ceedings further, and the Court had to be ad- 
journed. 


On Sunday the tial was resumed in presence 
of Procurator Kato, who demurred to the Judge’s 
trying the case further on the plea that he had 
adopted a prejudiced atitude towards the pra! 








seculion, and the proceedings wer) pligiieadedy 


close study, We are told thatthe Mitsui Bank, 
one of the greatest monetary establishments of 
*) Japan, is looking on this remarkable pheno- 
menon with indifference, aud is not going to 
offer a higher rate of interest for any kind 
of deposits, whether fixed or otherwise. 
Why does not this establishment follow the step 
taken by almost all Japanese banks? Possibly 
it has on hand large surplus funds in want of 
employment, possibly the directors do not con- 
sider this tpward movement of iuterest as other 
than temporary. Possibly they apprehend 
something serious tv come as the consequences 
of this keen competition tor deposits. ‘The at- 
titude of the bank is the more interesting as it 
has been the leader in most financial movements 
Japan. It was the Mitsui Bank that first aboli- 
shed the fraction rin in all banking accounts. It 
was the Mitsui Bank that first gave their custom 
ers the convenience of using cheques instead of 
cash in paying Customs Duties. Last summer 
when other bankers, on account of the tempo- 
rary expansion since the war with China, made 
loans and advances most freely, the Mitsui 
Bank took an entirely opposite step, and rai 
its rate of discount and interest on loan 
advances, The bank isa kind of barometer of 
the money market, and considering this its pre- 
sent attitude is significant, and claims the nolice 
of the public. But whether other bankers are 
taking a right step in raising the deposit rate, 
or the Mitsui Bank is acting properly in going 
the other way, is a question that cannot be 
decided as matters stand at present. 























ZOBACCO IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
= 
The trade in tobacco in Japan for the last 
four years has been as follows : 












































Exrorts. 
1897. 1896, 1895. 1894. 
Tobacco leaf 04,665 151.588 216,613 259 675 
Cigarettes . 21,611 81,037 115,769 56,877 
Other kinds. 21,169 21,858 §7.070 31,722 
Total sesseee357449 254.383 379 743 348,274 
Imports 
1897. 1896. 1895. 1894, 
Venu. Yeu, Yeu. Ven. 
‘Tobacco leaf... 149 660 115.907 107,361 77.914 
x 112,365 113,164 62,706 57.000 
1,001,553 $745235 303,871 232,344 
40,034 17.019 
843,342 591,047 378,384 
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THE EXTRADITION CASE. 
+ 

We learn that the necessary diplomatic 
arrangements have been completed for 
the extradition by the United States of 
the Japanese clerk who, having robbed 
Messrs. Favre Brandt and Company, of 
Yokohama, effected his escape to San 
Francisco. The circumstances of the 
fraud, so far as ourinformation goes, were 
very peculiar. It had been the custom of 
the foreign firm to draw up in the French 
language certain documents for transmis- 
sion to the Japanese Authorities in con- 
nexion with contracts to which the latter 
were parties. The clerk one day in- 
formed the firm that, owing toa change 
of regulations, it would henceforth be 
necessary to submit the documents in 
Japanese. His statement seems to have 
been accepted without question, and he 
thereupon submitted for the firm’s signa- 
ture documents which he represented to 
be mere specifications, or tenders, but 
which were in reality receipts empower- 
ing him to draw asum of about twenty. 
ove thousand dollars. The firm apparent- 
ly took no steps to assure themselves that 
these Japanese documents were what the 
clerk stated them to be. They aflixed 
their signature, solely on the strength of 
the man’s assertion, and he at once pro- 
ceeded to negotiate the documents, ob- 
laining some fifteen thousand yen, with 
which he fled to America. Telegrams 
were sent to San Francisco, however, 
shortly after his departure from Yokohama, 
and he was arrested as soon as the steamer 
entered the American port. About four 
thousand dollars were found in his poss 
sion, He had apparently spent the re- 
mainder, or otherwise disposed of it. His 
extradition has been effected on a charge 
of forgery, but it will be seen that the 
peculiar features of the case invest it with 
special interest. The recent action in the 
Queen's Bench Division of the English 
High Court of Justice is very much in point. 
Lord William Nevill induced an intimate 
friend, Mr, Clay, to append his signature 
to a document which purported to have 
reference to the marriage settlements and 
divorce of Lord William’s sister, Lady 
Cowley. Lord William did not allow Mr. 
Clay to read the document, but kept it 
carefully covered up, with the exception 
of the spaces for the signatures, explain- 
ing that, if Mr. Clay insisted, he should 
be made acquainted with the contents, but 
that it was desired to keep them private. 
Mr. Clay, having full confidence in Lord 
Nevill, signed his name, imagining that 
he was merely acting as a witness, where- 
as in reality he appended his signature to 
promissory notes for over eleven thousand 
pounds sterling. The notes were duly 
negotiated by Lord Nevill, who then pas- 
sed over to the Continent, but when the 
notes were presented to Mr. Clay for pay- 
ment, he naturally demurred, and action 
was brought against him by Mr. S. Lewis, 
who had cashed the notes on the strength 
of Mr. Clay’s signature. ‘ The action went 
in favour of Mr. Clay, the Lord Chief 
Justice ruling that Lord Nevill had been, 
in effect, guilty of forgery. “Mr. Clay,” 
his Lordship said, ‘had no contracting 
mind and his signature obtained, by untrue 
statements fraudulently made, to a docu- 
ment of the existence of which he had no 
knowledge, cannot bindhim. It is asifhe 
had written his name for an autograph 
collector or in an album. The case dif- 


fers in no material respect froyf mg in 
Which a genuine sigigitizedsbye Rly pad 























ferred by delicate contrivance from one 
document to another, and so skilfully as 
to escape notice under ordinary examina- 
tion. Or, again, if the body of the pro- 
missory notes had been fraudulently 
written above, and after his signature had 
been made, it would have been forgery, 
and in such case it is clear no recourse 
could be had upon it. Can it.make any 
difference as to resulting contractual obli- 
gation that the body of the note was with- 
out his knowledge filled up before he was 
fraudulently induced to put his name in 
the belief that it was something wholly 
different? Itbink not. In plain reason 
it must be said that the use to which the 
defendant's signature was applied was in 
substance and effect forgery, whether or 
notit amounted to the criminal offence of 
forgery?” There was, however, another 
point to be determined, namely, whether 
Mr. Clay, in signing his name as he did, 
had been recklessly careless; whether, in 
short, he could be considered guilty of 
contributory negligence. That question 
was answered in the negative. The jury 
decided that Mr. Clay had given his sig- 
nature in “ misplaced confidence”; that 
there had been uo want of due care on 
his part, and the Lord Chief Justice en- 
dorsed the finding. Inthe case of the Yoko- 
hama firm, they were dealing with an en. 
ployé whom they fully trusted, and it is ex- 
tremely difficult to imagine that any charge 
of reckless carelessness, or contributory 
negligence, could be substantiated against 
them. Still the incidents are evidently of 
a nature calculated to invite discussion. 
The clerk, while he showed himself to be 
aman of singular daring and craftiness, 
broke down signally at the most critical 
point of his enterprise. Had he quietly 
left the mail steamer at Honolulu and 
wailed there for a ship to carry him to 
Australia or South America, it is in the 
last degree improbable that he could-ever 
have been apprehended, But by passing 
over to San Francisco, he entered the ter- 
titory of a State having an extradition 
treaty with Japan, and, moreover, placed 
himself within range of the fatal tele- 
graph, which could not have reached him 
in Hawaii. Happily there is generally 
some defective link in the chain of a 
villain’s devices. 











FOREIGN FOURNALISM IN FAPAN. 
+ 

Truly it seems that there is a determi- 
nation on the part of the fapan Gasetle 
to create a ‘‘situation’’ in order that it 
may pose as a saviour. Our contem- 
porary persists in thinking itself bound to 
stand forth as the champion of the foreign 
press in Japan, but we venture to suggest 
that the foreign press will not gain much 
from such champions A member of 
the Institute of Journalists, instigated by 
the present editor of the Fapan Gazette, 
has induced the Institute to address the 
Foreign Office in Iondon on the subject 
of the rights that will be enjoyed by fo- 
reign journalists in Japan when the Re- 
vised Treaties go into operation. That is 
all very well of course, but, in point of 
fact, such action is belated, for the 
matter received official consideration 
long ago, and its satisfactory settle- 
ment may be regarded as certain, Our 
contemporary girds indignantly at the 
notion that the Government of Japan 
has any discretion whatever in the affair. 

















Nate 


that the Revised Treaty secures 


“known 


ners the right of owning, editing 


and publishing journals in this country, 
and it denounces as “ gratuiluous imperti- 
nence” or subsidized pusillanimity the 
contention that the enjoyment of such a 
right requires any concession on Japan’s 
part. Weare not concerned to reconcile 
the amusing discrepancies displayed by 
the Fapan Gazette's mental processes. 
Otherwise we might point out that if the 
Revised Treaty confers the right in ques- 
tion, there is no occasion for the Institute 
of Journalists to take any action, 
nor any ground for the sweeping 
charges of insufficiency preferred by 
this same Yapan Gazette against the 
Treaty. The plain fact is that the whole 
of this storm in a tea-pot had its origin 
in a false statement circulated by the 
Japan Gazette itself and repeated by the 
editor of that journal in a letter addressed 
to the London Zimes. The falsehood was 
that, on the occasion of the reform of the 
Press Law by the Japanese Diet in its 
session of 1895-7, a clause restricting 
journalistic enterprise to Japanese sub- 
jects had been inserted with a view to 
Treaty Revision. In other words, the 
Japanese Legislature and the Japanese 
Government were accused of deliberately 
enacting a law for the suppression of 
foreign journalism in this country after July 
17th, 1899. Of course the Fapan Gazette 
did not intend to mislead its readers, neither 
did its editor deliberately set himself to 
mislead the readers of the London Zimes. 
We must assume that much at any rate. 
But in truth no statement could have been 
more misleading. For had such action 
been really taken by the Legislature and 
the Government with a view to Treaty 
Revision, the public would have posses- 
sed emphatic evidence of Japan’s resolve 
to extinguish foreign journalism within 
her realm. Astonished at so gross a 
blunder and appreciating the injurious 
impression it must produce, we pointed 
out that nothing of the kind had taken 
place; that the restrictive clause bad stood 
in the Press Law for ten years; that it 
had been inserted originally without any 
reference whatever to Treaty Revision, 
but simply because so long as foreigners 
were notsubject to the penalties prescribed 
by the Press Law of Japan, they could not 
be allowed to enjoy its privileges, and that, 
for the rest, the Government of Japan was 
to entertain most liberal views 
on the question of foreign journalism. 
It might have been supposed that the 
Japon Gagette would then have acknow- 
iedged its very serious blunder and 
withdrawn its false accusation against 
the Japanese Legislature and the Japan- 
ese Government. On the contrary, our 
contemporary fell into an access of in- 
dignation at the idea that the Japanese 
Government had any voice in the matter, 
and insisted that foreign journalists would 
not be beholden to Japanese charity but 
would demand their Treaty rights. A 
fine phrensy no doubt, but less ludi- 
crous were it more consistent. If the 
Japanese Government were disposed to 
dispute the point, it might claim that 
journalism, not being a “trade,” can 
not be said to be textually included 
in the privileges secured to foreigners by 
the Treaty. But the Japanese Govern- 
ment is understood to have no such dis- 
position. It entertains perfectly liberal 
views, and has doubtless endorsed the re- 
presentations made by British officials on 
the subject. The Yapan Gasette, iow- 
ever, @yiqioeh frperturbed to think that 
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solution, Of course we appreciate and 
commiserate our contemporary’s alarm 
and flurry, It understands that its own 
record does not confer any claim to 
Japanese consideration, and it has pro- 
bably the grace to acknowledge to itself 
that could it change places with the 
Japanese Government, a $apan Ga- 
zette would receive short shrift at its 


hands. Our contemporary may dismiss 
those conscience-begotten fears bow- 
ever, It will come in with the ‘ ruck.” 


Its labours have doubtless been. arduous 
and, from its own point of view, agitating, 
but they have neverattained the magnitude 
of calling for hostile discrimination, or sug- 
gesting the need of suppression, The 
principle of freedom is too strong to be dis- 
turbed by petty abuses. 

We may refer here to a comment made 
by the Kobe Herald in the sense that it 
would have been advisable had the Japan- 
ese Legislature removed the restrictive 
clause from the Press Law with a view to 
the operation of the Revised Treaties. At 
first sight that appears a reasonable criti- 
cism. But we must remember that the 
task before the Diet was to modify 
the Law solely for the purpose of Japan- 
ese subjects, and that the modifications 
introduced were to go into effect im- 
mediately. Had the restrictive clause 
been removed, it would have been neces- 
sary either to defer the enforcement of 
the modified Law until the abolition of 
Consular Jurisdiction, or to empower fo- 
reigners to become proprietors and editors 
of Japanese journals two and a half years 
prior tothat event. We can not yet tell 
whether the privilege of engaging in 
Japanese journalism will be extended to 
foreigners after July, 1899. They will cer- 
tainly be allowed to own, edit and publish 
journals in a foreign language, but as to 
journals in the Japanese language, we do 
not know whether a decision has been 
reached. At all events, the Japanese 
Press Law refers solely to Japanese jour- 
nals, and if that fact be noted, the reten- 
tion of the restrictive clause ceases to 
have any significance so far as foreign 
journals are concerned, 





MR, CLEMENT SCOTT. 
sos 

Mr. Clement Scott seems to have a bee 
in his bonnet about female morality 
When he was in Japan he discovered, by 
frequenting some low-class tea-houses and 
other haunts of refined pleasure-seekers, 
that all the fair sex in this country is frail. 
Probably he never met a Japanese lady 
in his life, but that didn’t matter in the 
least. He had a coup d'@il that enabled 
him to infer the manners and customs of 
the aristocracy from the methods of the 
social castaways in the purlieus of the fo- 
reign settlements. He has now made 
another discovery. It is that all the 
females connected with the stage in Eng- 
land are morally degraded. The imme- 
diate result for himself is that he has 
found it prudent to pass over to the Con- 
tinent, It isa curious but well established 
fact that dementia very often takes the 
torm of Mr. Clement Scott’s complaint. 











His Excellency Sir William Robinson, G.C. 
M.G., Governor of Hongkong, bade official 
farewell to the Legislative Council on Jan. a5. 
Many laudatory speeches suitable to the occa 
sion were delivered, The departing Governor 
has established a record—a reign of six years 
and two month: 








LONDON INTELLIGENCE KE- 
CEIVED FLOM FAPAN. 

ne 

Somebody telegraphed from Kobe to 

The Times, in December, that ‘‘ the news 

of the occupation of Port Arthur had dis- 


turbed the Japanese Ministry’’ and that 
“long Cabinet Councils had been held in 
the presence of military officials.” We 
recently referred to this intelligence as 
misleading and said that people in Tokyo 
had neither seen nor heard anything of 
such occurrences. The Kode Chronicle, 
however, defends 7he Times’ correspon- 
dent, and in support of his assertion 
quotes a paragraph from our own columns. 
The paragraph, which appeared in the 
Mail on December 22nd, was avowedly a 
translation from the Asahi Shimbun. 
Here it is:— 





Upon receiving official information fram Russia 
that the Russian Pacific Squadron had occupied 
Port Arthur and ‘Talien Bay with the consent sf 
the Chinese authorities, and that the Brench 
Squadron had also beew pat into motion, the 
Ministers of State and others convened a special 
meeting of the Cabinet. During the proceedings 
Count Matsukats proceeded tw the Palace, and 
telegrams were dispatched to Japanese Ministers 
abroad. 





This paragraph is actually adduced by the 
Kobe Chronicle as justification for a tele- 
gram sent by Zhe Times correspondent 
to London that “the Japanese Ministry 
was disturbed” and that ‘long Cabinet 
Councils had been held in the presence 
of military officials.” We would observe, 
in the first place, that if a paragraph ap- 
pearing in a vernacular journal is con- 
sidered sufficient basis for a telegram to 

‘imes about the mood of the Japan- 
t, The Times is apt to be very 
greatly misinformed ; in the second place, 
that a Cabinet meeting on receipt of such 
important intelligence, is a perfectly 
natural and almost inevitable step which 
does not warrant any such inference as 
that the Ministry is «disturbed ;” and, 
in the third place, that when a 
correspondent converts one Cabinet meet- 
ing into “long Cabinet Councils” he 
allows his imagination to outrun his facts. 
The Kobe Chronicle can scarcely be seri- 
ous in taking such a line. What the cor- 
respondent of Zhe Times did was to send 
to London a telegram implying that the 
Japanese Government had been much 
excited by the Port Arthur news; that 
Japanese statesmen contemplated the 
necessity of an appeal to force, and that 
several long meetings of the Cabinet had 
been held to discuss the question, Such 
a statement conveyed a most exaggerated 
notion of the facts. No well informed per- 
son in Tokyo would have dreamed of 
sending it, and that the Kobe Chrouicle 
should insist upon ils accuracy is sur- 
prising. 











A GRADUATED IDEOGRAPHIC 
READER, 
par gS a 

We learn that Mr. Basil H. Chamberlain 

ngaged compiling a work on the lines 
indicated in our recent paragraph with 
reference to the speedy acquisition of a 
working knowledge of the ideographic 
script by discriminating between the 
characters in common use and those rarely 





is 











employed. This will be good news to 
students of written Japanese, for Mr. 
Chamberlain's competence to provide 


such an aid is beyond question, and there 





ithout one ia Cx ee; te" need of the book, 
yitizec a 








THE BUDGE?. 





An Imperial Ordinance issued on the 
gth instant, sanctions the adoption of the 
current year’s Budget for the purposes of 
next year. By the “current year” is to 
be understood the year ending March 31st 
1898, and by “next year,” the year com- 
mencing April 31st, 1898. This, of course, 
is a mere matter of routine. The Consti- 
tution provides that in the event of the 
Budget, as submitted to the Diet, failing 
to come into existence, the Budget for the 
preceding year shall be adopted. Com- 
menting on that prospect some time ago, 
we expressed doubts as to whether 
the adoption of the old Budget might 
not embarrass the Government. seri- 
ously, since the sanction contained 
the Constitution refers to the Or- 
dinary Expenditures only, whereas the 
continued prosecution of the post-bell/um 
programme depends upon extraordinary 
appropriations. It appears, however, that 
our apprehension was groundless. The 
Government’s theory is that the Diet, 
having voted forthe post-be//um program- 
me as a whole, must be held to have 
sanctioned the corresponding extraordi- 
nary outlays as ‘continuing expendi- 
tures,” and that, consequently, the sums 
needed for carrying out the programme 
year by year need not be again approved 
by the Diet so long as the original figures 
are not changed. 











CARRYING OF WEAPONS AT THE 
GENERAL ELECTIONS. 


pecans 
The following Imperial Ordinances were 
issued on the oth instant :— 


ImpertaL ORDINANCE. 

In view of the existence of urgent necessity, We, 
with the advice of the Privy Council and im ac- 
cordance with the 8th Article of the Imperial 
Constitution, hereby authorize the prohibition of 
the carrying of swords, fire-arms, spears, sword- 
canes, gun-canes, bamboo-spears, clubs, of other 
lethal weapons, and direct that the author iz 
be proclaimed. 

ImperiaL Orpinance No. 12 

Art. | — Persons taking part in the election of 
members of the lawfully organ are here- 
by forbidden to carry swords, fire-arms, spears, 
sword-canes, gun-canes, Lamboo-spears, clubs or 
other lethal weapons, 

Art. [L.—Persons violating the prohibition of 
the preceding Article, shall. be punished with 
minor confinement for a period of not less than 
eleven days and not more than two years, together 
with a fine of not less than § yer and not more than 
200 yen, and shall have the weapan confiscated, 

‘The term of prescription laid down in the rogth 
Article of the Law of Election of Members of the 
House of Representatives shall be applicable to 
the penalty prescribed in the above clause, 

Att. IL ance shall become opera- 
tive from the 2oth day of the 2nd month of the 
gist year of Meiji. 
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This Ordinance, if vigorously enforced, 
should be the means of putting a stop to 
the acts of violence which have hitherto 
proved only too common at elections in 
Japan. The soshi without astick, a sword- 
cane or a pistol will be a comparatively 
helpless individual, and no one will find it 
worth while to employ him. It can not 
be denied that the present Cabinet is 
adopting wise and resolute precautions to 
secure the preservation of peace and good 
order at the general elections, and to 
guard against any display of partiality by 
local officials. ‘The latter point is very 
important, for since it is understood by 
the public at large that an alliance be- 
tween the Cabinet and the Liberals is 
likely to take place before the the Diet 
meets) \MevO 9 evident danger that over- 
N 
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zealous officials in some localities might 
abuse their power to further the Liberal 
cause unless they were distinctly instruct- 
ed that nothing of the kind would be tole- 
rated by the Government. 





‘HEN AND NOW. 
ee é 
A correspondent of the Fapan Times, 
discussing the stale of affairs likely to 
prevail after the Revised Treaties go into 
operation, draws a very deterrent picture 
of the interferences and inconveniences 
to which people in France and Germany 
are subject at the hands of the police, and 
suggests that, although there will be plenty 
of cause to regret the change from our 
present life of freedom to an existence of 
official espionage and restraint, it will be 
our duty to-remember that things are no 
better in some of the leading countries in 
Europe. We do not think that there is 
much comfort to be drawn from the com- 
parison, It is something to have com- 
panions in misfortune, but the most satis- 
factory condition is to be without the 
misfortune. For our own part we do not 
look forward to the unpleasantness fore- 
shadowed by our contemporary’s cor- 
respondent. Many a time the  ques- 
tion has been propounded to us, “ Do you 
anticipate trouble after the abolition of 
Consular Jurisdiction,” and we have 
always replied that we do anticipate a 
certain amount of friction and misunder- 
standing, but that we have no apprehen- 
sive of police interference or official 
tyranny. Why should the foreign resident 
suffer discomforts that find no place in the 
life of the Japanese themselves? The 
police do not make arbitrary visits to the 
houses of the Japanese, noris the collec- 
tion of the taxes attended with any vexa- 
tions greater than those incidental to such 
operations everywhere. An idea used to 
prevail that foot passengers are required 
to carry lamps after sunset in Japan, and 
that the police can arfest any one violat- 
ing that regulation. But such is not the 
case. There is no law of the kind. Wheeled 
vehicles must be provided with lamps 
when moving at night, which is quite as it 
should be, It has also been insisted that 
foreigners engaged in an after-dinner 
game of cards will be liable to have their 
* houses raided by the police, and a solitary 
instance has been discovered of a party of 
clerks meeting with some mishap of the 
kind in Kobe. Card-playing is common 
enough all over Japan, but the police never 
enter a private house for the purpose of 
checking the pastime. ‘They have no au- 
thority todo so. Gambling, indeed, is for- 
bidden by law, yet if people care to gamble 
in the privacy of their own homes, they 
need not fear police interruption any 
more than it is to be feared in London or 
Paris. Why disquiet ourselves in vain ? 
Certainly it would be pleasanter to preserve 
Consular Jurisdiction and to be continued 
in the enjoyment of comparative immu- 
nity from taxation, but a Frenchman or a 
German residing England would feel 
the same predilection, mutatis mutandss. 
There are no evidences that  official- 
dom makes irksome and arbitrary incur- 





























sions into the every-day life of the 
Japanese people, nor do the laws of 
Japan contain any provision suggesting 


that officialdom is competent to thrust] 
itself disagreeably into the existence of 
foreigners under the new Treaties. The 
bases of some persons’ fears seem to us 
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quite impalpable, GC 


TALIEN. 
tee 

It is difficult to credit the news said to 
have been telegraphed from Peking to 
The Times in the sense that Great Britain 
has definitely abandoned her demand for 
the opening of Talien to trade. We are 
not certain, of course, that such a demand 
was preferred. No official announcement 
having yet been made of the conditions 
proposed by Her Majesty’s Government 
in connexion with the new loan, it is pos- 
sible that the opening of Talien did not 
find a place among them. Assuming that 
it did, however, the question is, why should 
so important an item be ruled out now. 
Russia and France are said to have opposed 
the position taken by England, but truly 
we fail to see how any objections offered 
by them to the opening of Talien could pos- 
sess evena semblance of validity. Russia 
and France can not reasonably place obsta- 
cles in the path of the commercial progress 
of the Orient. They are at liberty toimpose 
any restrictions they please on the pro- 
secution of trade within their own domi- 
nions, but it is impossible to conceive 


them standing forth as advocates of 
China’s isolation. Many people suspect, 
indeed, that Russia looks forward to 


carrying her Siberian Railway to the Liao- 
tung Peninsula, and that Port Arthur is 
the ice-free harbour which she anticipates 
acquiring. The forecast seems likely 
enough, and, if credible, would explain 
Russia’s alleged objection to see Talien 
thrown open lo the trade of the world, 
for that step would virtually have the 
effect of neutralizing the whole of the 
Liaotung Peninsula. But reasons of that 
character could not find a place in any 
diplomatic discussion, or,indeed, be openly 
formulated at all. Besides, if England has 
proposed the opening of Talien, it is not 
merely because of her general interest in 
the tradal development of the Far East, 
but also because of her particular desire 
to secure for her subjects free access to 
the markets of Manchuria, which aim 
would certainly be imperilled if Russian 
authority became supreme there. Thus 
the very considerations that may be sup- 
posed to have weighed with England in 
formulating the demand are the considera- 
tions that impel Russia to oppose it, and 
if we credit the rumour that the demand 
has been withdrawn, we are driven to 
suppose that England bas made a com- 
plete change of front in deference to ob- 
Jections which she must have plainly 
anticipated from the first, and which, if 
disclosed by Russia, should tend to 
strengthen rather than to break down 
Great Britain’s resolve. From every point 
of view it appears to us that this Peking 
news is extremely apocryphal, 


Since writing the above the somewhat 
vaguely worded telegram which we pub- 
lish elsewhere, has come to hand. It con- 
veys no distinct information as to the 
Talien question, but we gather from it 
that discredit is thrown upon the state- 
ments of the Peking correspondent of 
The Times, avd that it will be well to 
refrain from arriving at any conclusion 
until some authoritative intelligence is 
forthcoming. 











The profits made by the Iwaki Coal Mining 
Company during the latier half of last year 
amounted, according to the Hoché, to 33 998 
yen, of which 24,000 yen were distributed as a 
dividend at the rate of twelve per cent, per 
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ThE NEW ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 
gts 

The Chancellor of the University of 
Oxford recently entertained at dinner in 
the hall of Queen’s College the scholars 
concerned in the compilation of the New 
English Dictionary on Historical Prin- 
ciples. The occasion was the completion 
of the third volume of this colossal work. 
The first volume appeared in 1888, and it 
is expected that the last will be published 
in 1908. From the speeches made at the 
dinner and the paragraphs published by 
Oxford and London journals, we gather 
that the public remain singularly indif- 
ferent to the progress of the great 
dictionary. People, as a rule, seem to 
ignore it. There can be no doubt that 
the book will by-and-by be one of the 
greatest treasures a student can possess, 
but interest is difficult to arouse in the 
case of a lexicon requiring twenty years 
for its compilation, ten years of which 
have still to run. Who can be sure that 
he will live to receive the last volume if 
he becomes a subscriber at this stage? 
Yet all must long to possess the diction- 
ary. The Times says of it:— 

“Leis the greatest enterprise which has ever 
been undertaken by the Clarendon Press, the 
greatest effort probably which any University, it 
may be any 1 
since the invention of Kg. An eminent 
Dublin professor not long ago defined a University 
as an institution for the promotion of useless 
learning. A University press in an analogical 
sense might be defined as one which exists, partly 
atall events, for the production of untemunerative 
wotks which, h tend to the benefit of 
posterity and nguage and literature 
y. Auexhaustive dictionary intended 

pass the work which Litt é complet. 































to equal or 5 
ed for the French language was beyond the scope 


of private enterprise. It will be not the least of 
the glories of the University of Oxford to have 
completed this gigantic task.” 

It may interest our readers to examine 
the following comparison relating to the 
contents of the 3rd volume of the dic- 
tionary :— 

Words recoriied, Tohnson, Cassell. Century, Stardard, Oxf, 











Frantlaw to Gi iets 

coming 445 1618 9008 1917 3,467 
Words 

by quot 308793 256 256 44936 
Number of 

tion! 1060 14946 473, 360 16,68 





We are not in possession of any informa- 
tion with respect to the cost of the dic- 
tionary, or the advantages gained by 
subscribing to it from the outset, nor do 
we remember that anything has been 
published on the subject by our local book- 
sellers. If Messrs. Kelly and Walsh can 
remedy the defect, as they certainly should 
be able to do, we trust they will take some 
steps to inform the community, for there 
may be in Japan many people who would 
like to put down their names for the work. 








CYCLES. 
+ 

We have received very pretty cata- 
logues from Messrs. Humber and Com- 
pany and from Messrs. Osmonds. So far 
as we are aware the Osmond cycle is not 
well known in Japan, but it seems to be 
very much in demand in England, for the 
catalogue states that ‘despite the undeni- 
able slump existing in the cycle trade, the 
whole output of the Osmond Works for 
1898 has already been booked by the 
various agents of the company.” It would, 
of course, be a great aid to intending 
purchasers of cycles if catalogues were 
compiled so as to convey a clear impres- 
sion of the distinctive features of the 
various types. But no such appeal is 
madento.publi¢ intelligence, Each maker 
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claims that his own machine is the acme 
of perfection, and we ate left to credit or 
discredit the statement as we please. The 
Osmond Company, it is true, speak with 
exceptional ingenuousness. ‘ Although 
Osmond cycles,” says their catalogue, 
“have admittedly led in design since the 
very date of their introduction, we wil- 
lingly admit that we cannot claim for 
them equal pre-eminence as regards that 
finish of enamelled parts which is the sine 
quad non of a perfect machine; we can 
safely claim that the finish of our machines 
has been equal to the best, but we are not 
satisfied with this—we strive for priority, 
not equality.” That is a cleverly worded 
assertion of superiority in essentials 
and at least equality in non-essentials. 
The Humber Company are less artistic 
in their manner of advertising. They 
manufacture three kinds of cycle, the 
Beeston Humber, the Wolverhampton, 
and the Coventry, and here is what they 
say about them, all in the same page under 
the heading ‘Hints on Selection :”’— 
“The Beeston Humber cycles are better 
than the best, being the most perfect 
cycles which it is possible for money and 
ingenuity to produce.” ‘ We claim that 
the Wolverhampton Humber is equal— 
and in many respects superior—to all 
other high-class cycles.” ‘It must not be 
imagined that Coventry Humbers are in- 
ferior in durability to the more expensive 
types made at Beeston and Wolverhamp- 
ton.” These descriptions are all suffici- 
ently tempting, but when we turn to the 
prices we find a marked difference, the 
Roadster safety costing £31 in the Beeston 
Humber type, £26 in the Wolverhampton, 
and £21 in the Coventry. A_ similar 
machine costs £30 in the Osmond type. 
The figures are high, but we learn from the 
catalogues that experience has established 
the advantages of the expensive machines 
and that the public buy them in preference 
to the cheaper. Doubtless the Beeston 
Humber and the Osmond are the finest 
machines manufactured, and those that 
can afford to use them are fortunate. The 
Beeston Humber Chaiuless Safety is pro- 
bably the prince ofall, but it costs £36. The 
catalogues from which we quote are well 
worth procuring, for they are beautifully 
illustrated and contain clear and minute 
information about all the parts of the 
machine and the manner of keeping it in 
order, We are unable, however, to give 
the name of the Yokohama Agents for the 
books have reached us without any infor- 
mation in that sense. 
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tions. The plot turns upon the vagaries 
of love. Admiral Kingston (Mr. J. R. 
Herod), a bluff widower of 55, and his 
son, Lieutenant Kingston (Mr. J. Conder), 
a naval lieutenant of 25, have lived toge- 
ther on terms of the closest friendship, 
carrying their unanimity of sentiment 
even to the point of agreeing that either 
shall be perfectly free to marry whom he 
pleases provided only that the ages of the 
bride and bridegroom be suitable. Lieut. 
Kingston, going on service to the Medi- 
terranean, meets a charming widow of 40, 
Mrs Pontifex (Miss Minter), and obtains 
her promise to marry him, the Admiral 
meanwhile falling in love with and getting 
engaged to his ward, Miss Mary Mortimer 
(Miss von Fallot), a pretty girl of 25, 
whose romantic predilection for the rank 
of Admiral is encouraged by her father. 
The son returning on leave, accompanied 
by Mrs. Pontifex, puts up at a hotel in 
Portsmouth preparatory to driving out to 
his father’s house, some ten miles distant, 
to break the news of his intended marri- 
age. Admiral Kingston and Miss Mor- 
timer happen to be stopping at the same 
hotel. The meeting of the Admiral and 
the Lieutenant ; their mutual explanations 
and recriminations; the efforts of the 
ladies to reconcile father and son; the 
transfer of the Admira/’s affections to 
the widow, and of the Lieutenant's to 
his former play-fellow, Miss Mortimer, 
and the final agreement of all to recast the 
marital programme in accordance with 
these newly developed dispositions—these 
are the materials of which the plot is con- 
structed. It is a piece very well suited to 
amateur acting, its only fault being an 
absence of scenic effects, for since the 
whole action takes place in the parlour of 
a fifth-rate hotel, there is no opportunity 
for any display of the decorative skill with 
which Mr. Conder has delighted the public 
on previous occasions. The ladies’ parts 
were capilally sustained. Miss Miinter’s 
rendering of the captivating widow being 
excellently conceived and carried out with 
spiritand piquancy, and Miss von Fallot, as 
Miss Mortimer, showing talent of an ex- 
ceptional order. The rdle of Afrs. Pontifex 
is the more effective of the two, Its emo- 
tional eflects are stronger and ils general 
tone less subdued, whereas Afiss Mor- 
timer, though a young lady not without 
arts and airs, is nevertheless demure and 
self-contained, on the whole, The con- 
trast between the two was pretty, and 
each of the fair débutantes—for neither 
had been previously seen upon the stage 











7OK¥O DRAMATIC & MUSICAL 
SOCIETY. 
a SU ee 

The Tokyo Dramatic and Musical 
Society gave its first performance for the 
season on the evening of the qth instant, 
before a fairly large audience, in the Sho- 
reikai Hall, which, as usual, was lent for 
the occasion in view of the charitable 
objects of the Society. The piece chosen 
was “Naval Engagements.” [t had been 
specially adapted and greatly improved 
by Mr. E. H. House, to whose well-known 
literally skill the Society is much in- 
debted. There were hopes originally that 
Mr. House would kindly lend his in- 
valuable assistance in placing the farce 
upon the stage, but indisposition and the 
clement weatherunfortunately prevented 
him from undertaking the task, ‘ Naval 





Engagements” is a ca lay, fullfof 
spirit and Ligttiwéuiauy Nyt Gwe a 





won hearty applause. ‘The same dis- 
tinction has to be noted between the parts 
of the Admiral and the Lieutenant. Mr. 
Herod played the former in a manner 
that kept the audience in good humour 
from first to last, and Mr. Conder suc- 
ceeded in imparting its full value to the 
less highly coloured réle of the young 
officer, who, while he has inherited a rich 
legacy of his father’s obstinacy and inde- 
pendence, is nevertheless compelled to 
observe the restraints that govern filial 
conduct. We have had occasion before 
lo speak of these two gentlemen's acting, 
and we need only say here that their 
performance in “Naval Engagements” 
enhanced their already high reputations. 
Dr. Clay McCauley, who kindly took the 
minor part of Schorté, the master of 
the Portsmouth hotel, is an old favourite 
on the Tokyo stage. He managed to 
invest an originally insignificant réle with 
features of great interest and amusemen{) 
by converting a common-plage) fj 
UN 















landlord, ‘ Short,” into a German Jew, 
“Schortt,” and reproducing, with admi- 
rable fidelity, the broken English and 
typical peculiarities of the latter. Denes 
McGrath, an Irish waiter at the hotel, 
was played by Captain Brinkley. If there 
is any criticism to be offered, it is that 
the ladies did not always succeed in 
making themselves heard. On the whole 
the piece was a decided success, and in 
recording the fact we must note the debt 
of gratitude due to Baroness Sanno- 
miya, who acted as_ stage-manageress 
and rendered much valuable assistance in 
other ways. Thanks have also to be accord- 
ed Miss Nishikawa, who discharged the 
onerous but inglorious duties of prompter. 

The musical part of the programme can 
not be too highly praised. The instru- 
ments were four violins and a piano, the 
violins played by the three Misses Page and 
Master Page, and the piano by Mrs. Page. 
From a technical point of view it was a 
highly finished performance, and to the 
beauty of the music was added a charming 
spectacular effect, for the three young ladies 
wore exactly similar costumes, as artistic 
as they were picturesque. They shared 
the ovation given to the actresses and 
actors after the fall of the curtain, and in 
common with the actresses received hand- 
some bouquets. 

The evening wound up with a stage 
supper given by the actors to the actresses, 
the lady members of the Society’s Com- 
mittee, and others who had assisted in 
putting the piece upon the boards. During 
supper, the healths of Monsieur le Baron 
and Madame la Baronne d’Anethan, of 
Baroness Sannomiya, of Mr., Mrs., the 
Misses and Master Page, of Miss Nishi- 
kawa, of Mr. Conder and of Captain and 
Miss Minter, were drunk with enthusiasm, 
and hearty thanks were tendered to Mr. 
Conder, without whose thoughtfulness, 
tact, technical knowledge and unwearying 
good nature the performances of the 
Society would scarcely be possible. 











THE STUDY OF CHINESE 
CHARACTERS, 
-—— + 
There does not seem to be the slightest 
probability that Chinese characters will 
be dispensed with in this country during 
the life-time of any foreigner now residing 
here. Hence, for those to whom it is a 
matter of moment to be able to read 
Japanese newspapers and documents, the 
study of Chinese is as imperative as it 
was thirly years ago. “We have often 
been asked Lo suggest a method of curtail- 
ing the immense labour involved in this 
study, and it occurs to us that the state- 
ment of a few facts relating to the fre- 
quency with which the same characters 
occur in standard works may give encour- 
agement and guidance to inexperienced 
students, About thirty years ago, Mr. 
William Gamble, when superintendent of 
the Presbyterian Mission Press in Shang: 
hai, undertook and carried through an 
extremely interesting and useful investiga 
tion, He employed two Chinese scholars 
for two years each in examining and 
collating the characters found in the Bible 
and 27 other publications printed at the 
Mission press. They went over 4,166 oc- 
tavo pages. In these the total number of 
ideographs was 165,000, but there were 
only 5,150 different characters, In the 
version of the New Testament used there 
iene, foundhto be in all 173,164 characters. 
M these only 2,743,were different. 
UT L U 
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There is a Chinese work called the -- 
= $84 (a collection of the characters 
found in the Shih-san-king), which 
contains some interesting information bear- 
ing on the frequency with ‘which charac- 
ters occur in standard works. According 
to this authority, the ‘‘ Four Books ” (Pq #f) 
contain only 2,326 different characters, and 
the Five Classics (3i4%) contain 2,426 
characters which do not occur in the 
“Four Books,” The whole number of 
different characters found in the Shih-san- 
king (Thirteen Classics) is 6,544; 928 of 
which are rare or obsolete characters, with 
which it would be useless to burden the 
memory. 

Mr. Gamble’s investigations established 
the fact that five or six thousand well 
selected charactersare sufficient for all pra- 
ctical purposes in China, We should say 
that even half that number would enable a 
student to read and understand most of the 
articles which appear in the newspapers 
in Japan, and that an additional thousand 
would place him in a position to read 
magazine articles with ease. The conclu- 
sion at which Mr, Gamble arrived was that 
in most books the majority of ideographs 
occur very frequently and that the num- 
ber of different characters is comparatively 
small. In order to demonstrate this more 
clearly, he selected from the characters 
collected by his Chinese assistants those 
ideographs that occur most frequent- 
ly and arranged them in 1g groups, 
according to the frequency of their use. 
Group I. consists of 13 characters only, 
which occur over 10,000 times each. 
They are, Z. A, LL Je, BR, wR, es, 
SS. WH. 4%. Ti, HB. | Group Il. consists of 


224 characters, which occur from 1,000 
times to 10,000 times each. Group III. 
has only 16 characters, which occur trom 
goo to 1,000 times each, and Group IV, 
1g characters which occur from 800 to goo 
times each. Mr, Gamble’s fourteenth 
group consists of 547 characters which 
occur from aq to 49 times each, Adding 
the characters in the 14 groups together, we 
have a total of 3,285 different characters. 
Making every allowance for variety of 
topics treated, we should say that between 
four and five thousand characters would 
prove ample for all ordinary purposes. 
The best way to acquire these would be 
to read books composed with the object 
of familiarising the student, first, with the 
characters in most frequent use and then 
gradually extending his knowledge to more 
rare ideographs. A set of readers pub- 
lished by Mr. Fukuzawa many years ago 
professed to be modelled on this plan, but 
our recollection of them is that they were 
not altogether consistent. There is not 
the slightest doubt that as a rule the Chi- 
nese ideographs are studied by mission- 
aries and others in this country in a very 
unsystematic manner, and that as a con- 
sequence of the employment of unsuitable 
methods the learner makes little headway 
and eventually in some cases gives the 
thing up in despair. 

Another point to be noticed in connec- 
tion with this subject is the necessity of 
studying Jukuys, or ideographs in combi- 
nation, Mr, Lay’s dictionary would prove 
of far more value had the compiler given 
the principal combinations into which so 
many characters enter. Nota few of the 
ideographs furnished are seldom used 
except in combination, aud in many cases 
the characters to which they are coupled 
affect the meaning they bear in a material 
manner. Hence it is almost imp 
to give anything likepa full and 
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rendering of these ideographs while they 
are divorced from their lawful wives or 
husbands, as the case may be. In Mr. 
Gubbin’s excellent work this defect is 
remedied. There is no doubt that con- 
stant reading with a teacher is the best 
way of learning, but the difficulty hitherto 
has been to find books graduated in a 
manner suited to the purpose of the 
foreign student. Is there no hope that 
somebody will compile a set of readers 
based on the principle of the ideographs’ 
frequency of occurrence? The Japanese 
do not seem to study their language in 
this way, or they are insensible of the 
need of curtailing labour as we do. But 
if once they were put on this new track, 
we doubt not that they would follow it 
eagerly enough, and consequently the 
compiler of such a set of readers would 
certainly find a ready sale for them in 
every part of the country. 





STATE BANQUET AT THE PALACE. 
oa es gene 

During the year of moyrning which ex- 
pired on the rtth of January, all enter- 
tainments at the Palace were, of course, 
suspended, and the Emperor refrained 
from his custom of occasionally inviting the 
Ministers of State to dinner or luncheon. 
On the 5th instant, however, his Majesty 
gave a State banquet to virtually all the 
leading statesmen of the time. Invitations 
were issued to their Imperial Highnesses 
Princes Arisugawa and Kanin, and their 
Excellencies Marquis Ito, Marquis Yama- 
gata, Count Matsukata, Count Inouye, 
Count Hijikata, Marquis Tokudaiji, Vis- 
count Yoshikawa, Marquis Saionji, Baron 
Nishi, Count Okuma, Viscount Katsura, 
Mr. Sone, Baron Ito, Baron Suyematsu, 
Marquis Hachisuka, Viscount Takashima, 
Count Itagaki, Viscount Nomura, Marquis 
Saigo, Marquis Oyama, Baron Okazawa, 
Baron Yamada, Mr. Kioura,and Mr, Hamao. 
Among these twenty-six inzités, five were 
unable to attend owing to illness, namely, 
Marquis Saigo, Marquis Oyama, Count 
Kuroda, Count Kabayama, and Viscount 
Shinagawa. Vernacular journals are dis- 
posed to attach considerable significance 
to this affair, regarding it as an indirect 
expression of the Emperor's desire that 
union should be effected between the 
Meiji statesmen of all camps. Certainly 
it bears that construction, His Majesty 
has never before invited to the same 
banquet all the members of a displaced 
Cabinet and of the Cabinet by which it has 
been displaced, especially when the invi- 
tation included political rivals nominally 
so hostile to each other as are Count 
Okuma and Count Itagaki. In the shadow 
of the Throne, however, all disputes among 
political parties are supposed Lo disappear, 















THE “ TOR¥O PUNCH.” 
ga 

The first number of the Tokyo Punch 
has made its appearance. It is to be a 
bi-monthly publication, issued on the 5th 
and the goth, and will apparently contain 
eight pages of pictures and text, the size 
of each page being ro} in. by rgin. The 
Japanese are essentially a laughter-loving 
people, Witty sayings, plays upon words, 
and jests of ali kinds plentifully season their 
social intercourse. The Imperial family € 
cepted, nothing is secure from merry rid 
cule, and it must be recorded to their credit 
that they generally seem just as pleased 
to be tec at as to be laughed with. 




















surprised to find, therefore, that avo has 





their gravest journals often descend to 
frivolities, and are not less careful to 
amuse their readers than to instruct them, 
so that they frequently seek to lighten a 
crisis by the aid of ridicule. Looking back 
twenty-three years, we recall an incident 
that illustrates this trait of Japanese 
character. In- 1875, Morita Mokichi, 
editor-in-chief of the Hochi Shimbun, was 
thrown into jail for publishing an article 
which preferred accusations of immoral 
conduct against the Governor of Sakata, 
Mr. Mishima Michiyasu—alterwards Chief 
of the Metropolitan Police—and a short 
time subsequently Mr. Kato Kuro, editor 
of the Saifu Shimbun, was sentenced to 
three years’ imprisonment, because, in an 
article entitled ‘Craving fora Parliament,” 
he declared that unless a republican form 
of government were adopted in Japan, a 
Patrick Henry would certainly appear 
upon the scene. Of course the publica- 
tion of the two journals had to be sus- 
pended after the incarceration of their 
editors, and it might have been expected 
that such an event would arouse a good 
deal of indignation and anger among 
newspaper men. But the Japanese treat- 
ed the matter differently. The staffs of 
the ill-starred journals, and of other lead- 
ing papers in Tokyo, held a meeting and 
decided to perform a funeral ceremony in 
memory of the defunct sheets, observing 
all the rites of the Buddhist ritual. The 
Temple of the Goddess of Mercy at Asa- 
kusa was chosen for the purpose. Copies 
of the proscribed newspapers were placed 
in a coffin of white pine, of the exact size 
and shape required at the burial of a corpse; 
a number of white-robed bearers were 
employed to carry the catafalque ; prayers 
were offered by priests in full canonicals ; 
journalists and other iteratenrs, in the 
capacily of mourners, burned incense and 
pronounced funeral orations ; all the para- 
phernalia were on an elaborate and costly 
scale, and thousands of spectators thronged 
the temple grounds and approaches during 
the ceremony. ‘Thus the whole affair was 
tumed into a huge joke, the laugh being 
entirely against the Government. It will 
readily be supposed that a nation so prone 
to look at the ludicrous side of events did 
not remain long without a comic paper 
after the inauguration of journalistic enter- 
prise. Indeed, nearly every one of the 
leading journals published, from time to 
time, sketches depicting current events in 
a laughable light, and running through the 
comments of all was a vein of humour which 
sometimes betrayed foreign readers into 
an erroneous idea that Japanese character 
had no really serious side. The Charivaré 
of Japanese journalism in its early years 
was the Marx Maru Chimbun, a 
publication generally good-humoured, al- 
ways funny, sometimes decidedly coarse, 
and never distinguished by much artistic 
skill. The Afaru Maru Chimbun was not 
a success. It raised an occasional laugh, 
but did not appeal strongly to educated 
people. The Zokyo Punch—or Ponch as 
it is transliterated—seems to be a much 
more ambitious production. Its pictures 
are well drawn and carefully reproduced, 
and the letter press contains a great deal of 
keen satire and rollicking fun. Of course 
a great many of the allusions are incom- 
prehensible to foreigners, but the political 
cartoons are easily understood. The fron- 
tispiece—the only coloured picture—is 
the least happy of all. It is supposed to 
represent Marquis Ito in his character of 
of the ‘tuniversal beauty” (happo bisin), 
harming ‘ae 
ut 
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direction, but without consulting the 
legénd one could not possibly identify the 
face. The artist has been somewhat 
happier with Marqnis Saigo, whom he 
represents dancing to the music of geisha 
and claiming that he has accomphishments 
of his own and does not depend solely on 
the reputation of his elder brother, as rude 
people say. , A still better likeness is that 
of Baron Nishi, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. He is depicted on his hands and 
knees, the perspiration pouring off his 
face, and three foreign Representa- 
tives—those of Russia, Germany and 
France—standing astride over his back, 
while the Chinese Minister _ watch- 
es the performance with a face of 
pensive gravity. Scarcely an effort has 
been made to produce likenesses of the 
three foreign Representatives: they are 
after the manner of the stereotyped carica- 
ture of the ‘hairy alien.” There are two 
very suggestive cartoons. One is a half- 
page representation of a dragon-fly with a 
lion's head. The dragon fly is Japan of 
course, and the lion, England. Under- 
neath is the legend, ‘A strange monster 
now wandering about the Orient,” and 
above is written :—‘‘I should like to see 
this monster quickly. I suspect that the 
big eagle would fly from it.” The second 
cartoon isa full-page picture of a huge, 
open-mouthed ogre, stretched out at full 
length, one hand resting on Korea, the 
other on China. In the foreground is 
Japan, tiny men-of-war cruising about its 
coasts, liliputian railways traversing its 
territories, and batallions of pigmy soldiers 
marching about everywhere. The ogre’s 
soliloquy is printed in the margin :—"I 
am the giant from Europe that has crushed 
ten thousand miles of fortresses under his 
thumb and drunk the sea at a mouthful. 
Who are these people that boast of their 
Fuji-yama and their rice? ‘Their Fuji 
looks to mea mere grain of millet and 
their rice would n’t fill my maw. They 
have no money and they spend their time 
disputing among themselves, Call them 
aloyal people! They would all sell their 
country, Sending out men of war, forsooth! 
Tl blow them into space with the breadth 
of my nostrils. Marshalling twelve divi- 
sions of troops indeed! How comical! 
They have no money tq support their 
troops and they think of making a costly 
campaign. In my eyes they look smaller 
than ants. Why are they buzzing about 
like mosquitoes? 1 could swallow them 
all at a mouthful if I wanted to. Pig- 
mies, hide away in your holes.” There 
is, of course, a picture of Marquis Ito, in 
ideographic allegory a boar, holding Count 
Itagaki (a monkey) with his right hand 
and touching the shoulder of Count Okuma 
(a bear) with his left. The bear, his ton- 
gue protruding and his eye angry, turns 
away and declines to be made a foot-stool 
of as the “monkey of Shikoku” has been. 
Our readers will gather from these brief 
notes some idea of the kind of humour in 
which the new Punch indulges. It is not 
very brilliant wit, nor are the illustrations 
of a high order. Indeed, the latter go far 
to confirm a theory which we have 
always held, namely, that the art of cari- 
cature is still in its infancy in Japan. The 
Japanese do not know how to exaggerate 
special features of a face while preserving 
the likeness. A draftsman in the West 
would not think of putting Marquis Ito 
into the form of a boar, or Count Okuma 
into that of a bear, or Count Itagaki into 
that of monkey, without contriving that 
each animal should be a portrait of the 
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personage it represents. But the Japan- 
ese artist seems incapable of any such 
achievement. Often, too, the faces that 
he limns. as likenesses pure and simple, 
defy identification. Blemishes of that 
nature are fatal. They reduce the whole 
thing to the level of school-boy work. 
But it is a question of time, we presume. 
Nothing in the way of caricature was ever 
practised in Japan in former days. The 
talent may exist, but as yet there are no 
evidences of it, and we must wait to see 
whether it will be developed. Until it is 
developed, publications like the Zokyo 
Punch can not hope to win much ap- 
plause. 








OUTRAGE BY SOLDIERS AT 
HIMEFI. 


— 

A serious disturbance, says the Kobe Chro- 
nicle, is reported to have occurred among sol- 
diers at Himeji. It appears that barracks are 
in course of erection close to Himeji castle. A 
cash allowance is made to the cavalry men for 
firewood in their barracks, but the amount 
being insudicient, the soldiers were in the habit 
of obtaining waste wood from the carpenters’ 
shed. Lately they began to help themselves to 
good timber, even after it had been planed. 
Un the night of the 2g'h ult. the carpenters 
were keeping watch for the thieves, A soldier 
presenily appeared and was caught and roughly 
handled. Subsequently a sergeant and three 
privates visited the carpemers’ shed to demand 
an explanation of the rough treatment that had 
been meted outto the soldier. The foreman 
carpenter went to the barracks, and an officer 
ordered him to appear again on the following day 
with all the carpenters concerned in the affair, 
On the 30th an officer visited the carpenters’ 
shed and informed the foreman that in future 
if the soldiers misconducted themselves the 
matter should be reported to the officers on 
duty, Shortly afier 5 p.m., however, about 10 
soldiers under the command of a sergeant sur- 
rounded the carpenters’ shed. The carpenters 
were surprised, and altempted to run away, Dut 
their escape was prevented, The foreman car- 
penter was willing to accept responsibility and 
surrender himself to the soldiers. But all the 
other men dissented from this, thinking it best 
to deceive the soldiers by saying that the fore- 
man had gone home, He was instead put into 
atool box. Towards evening, about 40 soldiers 
broke into the shed, violently assailing the car. 
penters and smashing all the fixtures. In the 
course of the disturbance, alamp fell down and 
the shavings were ignited. A bugle was blown 
asa fire alarm. A large number of soldiers 
came lo the scene and put out the fire by 
pulling down the shed. A soldier paid some 
attention to the tool chest in which the fore- 
man was hidden and tried to open it. But 
the cover being nailed down the soldiers roll- 
ed the chest about until it was broken and the 
man emerged. He was recognized by the ser- 
geant, and the soldiers beat, kicked and other- 
wise ill-treated him, Eventually they brought 
him near a well and poured cold water on him, 
An officer on duty appeared and released the 
man, who ran to the sawyers’ shed, where he 
fell down unconscious. The sawyers carried 
him to the Himeji Hospital, where it was found 
that he had been injured on the head, hands 
and legs. Four other carpenters were also more 
or less injured. 

Information was given to the police, and in- 
spectors and policemen were sent out to the 
scene of the fray, but they could not obtain ac- 
cess to it because it was within the compound 
of the barracks. Information was also given to 
the gendarmerie, who are stationed about 1 ri 
distant, but when they arrived the row was 
finished, Investigations are now being made 
into the matter by the authorities. 
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ELECTORAL CORRUPTION IN 
JAPAN, 
se 


Sreone Sresca By THs Homs Minister. 

At the Local Governors’ Assembly held on 
the 2nd instant Viscount Yoshikawa, Minister 
for Home Affairs, is said to have spoken as 
follows in regard to the enforcement of the Law 
of Election :—That the House of Representa- 
tives is absolutely indispensable as a political 
machine is beyond question, and laws touch- 
ing the election of members must therefore be 
administered with great judgment and discre- 
tion, inasmuch as any defects in the law of 
election of representatives might lead to the 
return of persons utterly unfit for the service 
required. The duties imposed upon the mem- 
bers of the Diet are extremely serious, and 
failure to discharge them would expose the 
whole country to- immeasurable risks, Since 
the inauguration of the Imperial Diet, various 
causes for anxiety have become apparent. Does 
not the Law stricily prohibit the receipt or pre- 
sentation of money, goods, or promissory notes 
in elections? Is it not illegal to commit violence 
upon the person of voters, or to force them to 
act against their will, or to riot in the place of 
voting or at the election hall? Yet these odious 
practices are frequently resorted to by the 
candidates under the influence of temporary 
election m Thus wealth is squandered, 
property is lavished, or the use of unprincipled 
bullies, better known by the name of soshi, is 
indulged in, In some cases armed bands are 
formed and rivals are openly challenged to 
fight. Persons possessing the power of control 
should exercise their duty strictly, ‘There is an- 
other thing, however, which not only hampers 
personal freedom, but also corrupts the heart, 
Preventitive measures against bribery are 
absolutely indispensable. Without national 
morality no society can maintain ite strength ; 
no national development can be expecied. 
Bribery is a vice too serious to be overlooked 
in any healthy society. I do not doubt that in 
previous elections you adopted suitable measures 
for the repression of such malpractices. Yet 
serious abuses on these occasions xppear lo 
inctease continually. What is the reason for 
all thie? Those who have the responsibility of 
enforcing the Laws and Ordinances ought to 
give their fullest attention to this point, The 
date of the general election is at hand, and the 
task of enforcing the Laws with rigour devolves 
upon the local governors, You will, I hope, 
take all these matiers into consideration, and 
endeavour, by giving proper directions to your 
subordinates, to discharge your functions as 




















KOBE CUSTOM SGANDAL. 
+ 

The Kobe Custom House Scandal is being 
investigated, and two sentences have been 
inficted, Fanahiki Hyoda, editor and publisher 
of the Daily Report of Imports and Exports, 
was sentenced to two months’ imprisonment 
and otdered to pay a fine of five yen. 

It appeared that during July an arrangement 
was made with the accused by which he was to 
receive 100 yew every mouth for inserting in 
his Report shipments which had passed the 
Customs without official registration of the pay- 
ment of duty, the object being to avoid inquiries 
by shippers. 

Nagai Kotaro (the Japanese clerk in the 
Foreign Chamber of Commerce)has been sen- 
fenced to imprisonment for two mouths with 
hard labour and ordered to pay a fine of § yen 
for complicity in the frauds. The Court found 
that during September the prisoner received 
175 yen out of the money derived from the mi 
appropriation of Customs duties, well knowing 
this money to have been stolen. 








The indemnity to bs paid to Great Britain 
by the United States in respect of the Behring 
Sea claims amounts to 357,000 gold dollars, 
with interest at the rate of 7 per cent., extending 
over a period of 16 years. 
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WEST AND EAST. 
es een 


HE immense problem of which recent 

incidents in China seem to be initial 
factors naturally attracts considerable 
attention in Europe, and fires the imagi- 
nation of writers like the editor of the 
Spectator, who live in a subjective realm 
peopled by gigantic phantoms of their 
own creation. The Spectator is always 
pleasant to read. Its articles introduce 
us to the society of a philosopher whose 
views of men and things are bounded by 
the four walls of a well-stocked library, 
who muses placidly “ while the fire burns,” 
and who, working daintily and artistically 
with straws of fact and stacks of fancy, 
builds up imposing edifices of eventuali- 
ties and peoples them with moral precepts 
and stately prejudices. It cannot be 
doubted that the Spectator represents a 
section of British public opinion—‘‘the 
clerical section” would, perhaps, be the 
best term to apply to it— a section com- 
posed of most excellent folks, charitable 
and philanthropic within their own sphere, 
but imbued with an inveterate horror of 
every non-professing Christian, and quite 
persuaded that since the “ heathen ” who, 
being offered the good, reject il, are bound 
to be beaten with many stripes hereafter, 
the duty of the elect is to deny their title 
to human pri 
and stand apart from them as severely 
as may be in this world by way of preface 
to the everlasting discrimination of which 
they will be the victims in the next. The 
Spectator has devoted much space in 
recent issues to the Chinese question. 
The opportunities for picturesque specula- 
tion offered by such a question were cer- 
tain to attract the London journal, ‘There 
is something stupendous in the notion that 
Fate has suddenly set herself to determine 
the destiny of a huge empire peopled by 
four hundred millions of inhabitants—two 
hundred and seventy millions would pro- 
bably be nearer the truth, but, of course, 
the more striking number is taken—, 
and forecasts of the result can not fail to 
be interesting. When the Japanese were 
winning victory after victory in their 
struggle with China, the Spectator spoke 
with awe and horror of the contingency 
that a yellow race might be about to wield 
astrong arm in the struggle of the na~ 
tions, and its writings to-day continue to 
be permeated by that disturbing dread. 
It shrinks from the notion of an all 
liance between England and Japan, 
because the latter is not European, 
and because Europe lead 
the world.” that 
a prejudice so unreasouing cannot fai- 
to provoke opposition, it attempts 
to justify its racial antipathy by re- 
ference to the excesses committed by 
the Japanese at Port Arthur ; excesses that 
proved their perpetrators to be ‘still an 
Asiatic and Pagan people.” If the Spec- 
ator could reconcile itself to a moment’s 
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honest retrospect, it would see that the 
worst sins altributed to the Japanese at 
Port Arthur were less shocking and bar- 
barous than the sins habitually committed 
by British soldiers at the sack of cities in 
Europe, and sanctioned by British gene- 
rals, within the present century. But it 
would appear that the nature of a sin 
weighs far less with the Spectator than 
the personality of the sinner. For in an 
article immediately preceding. that from 
which we have quoted these Port Arthur 
comments, it declares itself averse to the 
assumption of any ruling functions by 
Great Britain in China, because it ‘ be- 
lieves that Christian men cannot govern 
Chinamen without spasmodic outbursts 
of cruelty.” Thus, according to the Spec- 
tator’s views, Englishmen should “ regard 
an alliance with the Japanese with the 
utmost repugnance.” because the Japanese 
were guilty of an outburst of cruelly 
against the Chinese at Port Arthur, but, 
at the same time, Englishmen should 
governing responsibilities 
China because they would certainly be 
betrayed into spasmodic outbursts of 
cruelty against the Chinese. It is not 
often that a newspaper, especially a news- 
paper of the Spectator’s calibre, falls into 
such flagrant self-contradictions. The 
truth is, however, that the Spectator finds 
immense difficulty in fitting its theories to 
any working programme. It believes in 
the~ imperial destiny of but 
feels a coy reluctance to act upon its 
belief. The partition of China, and’ the 
consequent addition of vast tracts of ter- 
ritory to England’s area and great masses 
of Asiatic people to her population, is a 
prospect from which it shrinks as a moral 
philosopher while secretly hankering after 
it as a follower of the star of empire. “If 
“ we are forced 
by the destiny which seems sometimes to 
coerce States to share unwillingly in the 
partition of Empires, so be it. We can- 
not contend against what would then 
seem to be the Providential Government 
of the world.’ There is, however, no 
such destiny for non-Christian States. 
The Providednce which compels a nation 
to proceed reluctantly to the consumption 
of alien empires is a Christian Providence. 
“An Asiatic and a Pagan people” like the 
Japanese are not subjected to any such 
pressure by destiny nor exposed to any 
such aggressive compulsion by Pro- 
vidence. How quaint it is when we come 
to reason it out calmly! In fact, nothing 
emerges from the analysis except the old 
doctrine ‘‘one Jaw for me, another for 
thee.” The Spectator rails against the 
Japanese because it supposes that they 
“want England to sanction the partition 
of China by helping in it,” and it rails 
against ‘the English in Asia because they 
are always in favour of annexing the uni- 
verse as a hint to mankind that British 
goods are best,” yet it talks solemnly 
about the destiny which coerces States to 
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share in the partition of empires,” ang it 
ascribes that coercion to the “ Providential 
government of the World” against which 
it would be vain to contend. So then the 
whole question turns on choosing the psy- 
chological moment rightly. International 
brigandage is inevitable ; we have only to 
decipher the season when Providence wills 
that the thieving shall begin. How is the 
discovery tobe made? The Spectator has 
a theory about that important point. A 
nation may become a brigand with a 
clear conscience when it perceives that 
a mood of larceny has seized its rivals. If 
Europe is definitely bent on the general 
subjugation of Asia—and the Spectator 
thinks that Europe does harbour such a 
design—then England must follow the 
direction indicated by the finger of Provi- 
Does not this doctrine recall 
the case of the Cornish parson who 
preached vehemently against the sin of 
wrecking, but stopped his sermon and 
slid down the banisters of his pulpit in 
order not to be left behind when his con- 
gregation streamed off to plunder a 
castaway? The struggle between the 
Spectator's instincts and its principles 
must be very diverting to Oriental read- 
ers. It is not agreeable to Englishmen, 
however. When we find aleading London 
journal declaring, at one moment, that 
England should ‘ask for, and, if neces- 
sary, seize, the position in China which the 
Admiralty consider best adapted for a 
great naval station, and should hold that 
station, by battle if need be, against all 
the world ” ; affirming, at another moment, 
that the partition of China, against which 
England ought to contend, has practically 
commenced because Germany and Russia 
have seized stations on their own account ; 
denouncing, at a third moment, English- 
men in the East because they, too, advocate 
such seizure on their country’s part; 
and asserting, finally, that Japan is to be 
held at arm’s length because she desires 
the partition of Asia, we can be certain of 
one thing alone, namely, that British 
statesmanship does not derive inspiration 
Eng- 
land and Japan have a common policy— 
to maintain the integrity of the Chinese 
empire, Lo bring about its material develop- 
ment by peaceful means, and to keep its 
markets open to the whole world. Racial 
prejudices will 
mutual prosecution of that aim, 
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ANTI-FOREIGN DEMONSTRATIONS 
BY COOLIES AND STUDENTS, 
see ge 

HERE appears to be considerable feel- 

ing in Kobe on the question of the rude 
demeanour displayed by coolies towards 
foreigners. Moreover, a correspondent, 
addressing one of the journals of that 
settlement, speaks in strong terms of the 
conduct of students Normal 
Schools in the interior, who call out Xe¢o- 
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Jin (hairy Chinamen), Ad&wma (demon), 
and other opprobrious epithets when 
foreigners pass. Complaints of a similar 
nature have reached us, and although we 
can not say from personal observation 
that any access of discourtesy is observable 
towards foreigners on the part of the 
student and labouring classes in Tokyo 
and its environs, wecertainly can say that 
the feeling of absolute security which 
existed among the foreign residents afew 
years ago is no longer present, and that 

“ladies hesitate about going alone into the 
streets. There is not much to be gained, 
perhaps, by discussing the cause or causes 
of such a state of affairs. Opinions neces- 
sarily differ on the subject, and, if a con- 
troversy were started, its effect might be 
to obscure the real issue. The vital points, 
as it seems to us, are that undoubtedly 
the old courtesy of the people has 
diminished, and that Japan herself will be 
the chief sufferer unless a remedy can be 
found. Of course there is room for in- 
teresting and curious speculation. In the 
days when a “ barbarian-expelling "’ (fo-é) 
sentiment made itself murderously ap- 
parent, the comment of foreign observers 
was that the prejudice did not extend be- 
yond the military class. Its exponents were 
the Samurai. The middle and lower orders 
everywhere greeted the foreigner with 
kindliness and courtesy, so that travelling 
in the country was really a pleasure. It is 
still a pleasure indeed, for, on the whole, 
politeness and urbanity are the rule, tru- 
culence and rudeness the exception. 
Nevertheless, there has been an unfor- 
tunate change, and, strange to say, while 
the representatives of the former Samurai 
are now courteous and affable, the Hetmin 
(commoners) have become more or less 
surly and unfriendly. ‘That is a difference 
inviting speculation, but we do not pro. 
pose to advance any speculations here. 
Our desire is simply, first, to affirm the 
facts—about which there can be no doubt, 
we think—j; secondly, to point out thatit 
will be a grievous thing for Japan if, in- 
stead of being celebrated for courtesy, 
she becomes notorious for impoliteness ; 
and thirdly, to indicate a remedy which 
commends itself to us as the most effective. 
Let us say at once, in order to avoid any 
semblance of prejudice, that foreigners do 
not pretend to be free from all responsi- 
bility. They readily admit that some of 
their number formerly showed towards 
the Japanese a demeanour which could 
not fail to provoke resentment. But, with 
very rare exceptions, no instances of such 
conduct occur now-a-days, and if, in the 
absence of visible provocation, the Japan- 
ese behave with rude and rough de- 
fiance, the discredit will belong entirely 
to them. What, then, is the remedy? 
It suggests itself to us very plainly. Just 
as military discipline begins in the barrack, 
so the morals of the student class are 
founded in the school-room. If the Mini- 
ster of Education issued an instruction to 
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the faculties of all the schools and colleges 
having public status or receiving official 
recognition throughout the empire, in the 
sense that the duty of refraining from 
rudeness towards foreigners should be 
impressed upon students as a matter 
aftecting the international reputation of 
the country and therefore having concern 
for every patriotic Japanese subject, there 
can not be the slightest doubt, we think, 
that a signal change for the better would 
be speedily brought about. So far as our 
experience goes, a child in Japan is never 
chidden for calling out eko papa, tojin 
baka, and so forth when a foreigner passes. 
Parents exercise no restramt; adult by- 
standers utter no remgnstrance ; the police 
remain quite indifferent. Is it not natural 
that children and students should be mis- 
led by suchimmunity? A little authorita- 
tiveinstruction would alter their demeanour 
at once, We offer the suggestion to the 
Educational Authorities. They have the 
remedy in their hands, if they choose to 
apply it, With regard to the coolies, it 
is pretty certain that were this precept 
inculcated in the Schools, from the Primary 
to the High Class, it would be quickly 
communicated to the lower orders, The 
police, of course, can do a great deal. 
They have means of letting the people 
know what is proper and what is impro- 
per, and their authority is not disputed. 
One abuse should be speedily checked. 
It is the growing tendency shown by the 
coolie class to come violently to the 
assistance of the police when the latter 
experience difficulty in arresting a fo- 
reigner. That ought not to be permitted 
for an instant, unless a constable is in peril 
of serious bodily harm at the hands of a 
foreigner. These are simple steps, but 
we have no doubt as Lo their results. 














THE HOSPITAL BALL. 
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The Subscription Ball in aid of the funds of 
the Yokohama General Hospital came off 
at the Public Hall on Thursday evening. 
It was a pronounced success. Despite the 
heavy fall of snow during the day and the thaw 
that set in soon after dusk the hall was over- 
crowded, and the dances up till supper- 
time were one continued crush, The limitations 
of the Public Hall in regard to dancing -space 
are very apparent now—the commanity has 
outgrown its only public ballroom: still, as 
everyone who attends these functions goes 
in the best of tempers, the utmost good 
humour prevails and much pleasure undoubted- 
ly results, Last evening the hall was tastefully 
decorated, feathery bamboo being used in pro- 
fusion, Some very artistic effecis were pro- 
duced, vividly suggestive of the ingennity of the 
little band of workers who had the task in hand, 
The floor was excellent and dancing, which 
began about half past nine, continued till two 
o'clock, the original programme of 14 dances 
being expanded by many extras, Music was 
supplied by the Town Band. 

Supper was served in the rooms at the back 
of the stage, the ladies’ cloak room having been 
arranged in the smaller hall: half of which was 
also fiited up as a cosy drawing-room, The 
whole of the arrangements worked most 
smoothly, and thanks are due for this in great 
measure to Mr, UC. M. Duff, who had charge 
of the music and the floor; and to Messrs. Hall, 
Libeaud, and other stewards, Financially, we 
hear the affair is also a great success. 
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JAPANESE ARCHITECTURAL DE- 
CORATION. 
eg 
Japan is shortly to have a from one of the 
most eminent American architects, Mr. Ralph 
Adams Cram, of Boston. His purpose in coming 
here is interesting, inasmuch as he will be one 
of the first American experts prominent in his 
profession to make a special study of Japanese 
architecture with a view to its adaptation to 
Western uses. As the result of his errand may, 
perhaps, be the introduction of many” of the 
dainty details of the domestic architecture of 
this country into American dwellings, it is fair 
to expect that there will follow a demand for 
the products of the skill of Japanese domestic 
artisans, thus opening up a new line of exports 
to America, Mr. Cram being also a Bostonian 
of much literary repute, comes as the repre= 
sentative of leading Architectural Journals, 
He is expected to arrive by the steamer Peru, 
due on the 13th inst, and will be the guest of 
Mr. Asthur May Kuapp, of whose Japanese 
house in America he was the architect. Of 
course Mr. Cram will not be the pioneer in this 
field. Japanese decorative art has already been 
applied to the interior of foreign buildings with 
remarkable success by Mr. J. Conder, Pro- 
bably His Imperial Highness Prince Arisuga- 
wa’s residence at Kasumigaseki in Tokyo is,the 
best example. But Mr, Conder's work has 
naturally been confined to Japan, where he has 
resided for the past eighteen years. In the 
United State: i in Europe adaptations of this 
kind do not appear to have been carried nearly 
so far. Indeed, unless au architect possesses 
a very intimate knowledge of Japanese de- 
corative art he can not hope to utilize it 

intelligently for such purposes. 























ANOTHER GERMAN MISSIONARF 
ATTACKED IN CHINA. 


Se 

The Canton correspondent of the China Afail, 
writing on January 25th, said :—I have to report 
a murderous attack, on the 12th inst., upon the 
Rev. W. Homeyer, of the Berlin Missionary 
Society, whilst he was proceeding from his 
station near Nam Hung, in the North of the 
Kwangtung Province, to the District City of Yan 
Fa, Mr. Homeyer was making the journey on 
foot, and was accompanied by a servant who 
carried the baggage. On the night of the rrth, 
he reached a market place called Ch‘i Hing. 
There he spent the night, leaving early next 
morning, He had not gone very far when he 
was overtaken by three Chinese, who apparent- 
ly had come from Chti Hing. They addressed 
Mr. Homeyer by his Chinese name, and walked 
with him ina familiar but yet respectful manner, 
After walking several miles, a ferry had to be 
crossed. The road then lay along the bank of the 
river. Suddenly and entirely unexpectedly one 
of the Chinamen seized Mr. Homeyer by the 
weck, A second one attacked the coolie who 
was carrying Mr. Homeyer's baggage. Mr. Ho- 
meyer was gelling the better of the man who had 
attacked him when the third Chinaman came up 
to the assistance of his friend. No knife was used, 
but abamboo pole proved quite an effective 
weapon when applied (o the head of the foreigner. 
Mr. Homeyer teceiveda deep cut over one of his 
eyes, and one of his legs was beaten very severely. 
The robbers carried away money and clothes to 
the value of about thirty dollars. After some 
trouble Mr, Homeyer was able to get a chair, 
He then found his way to his station as fast as 
he could, He is now pronounced to be out 
of danger. It is very difficult to account for 
this outrage. Plunder could scarcely be the 
only reason, for when Mr, Homeyer offered to 
give them everything he had, they still continu. 
ed to beat him. The German Consul here has 
taken up the case, and is dealing with it ina 
most energetic way. He is leaving no stone 
unturned to get proper redress for this outrage 
and to prevent the occurrence of others, 
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MONTHLY SUMMARY OF THE RE- 
LIGIOUS PRESS. 


eS SE 

The Kirisutotyo Shimbun speaks 
praise of the character of English and 
can students, as compared with the at 
Japan, The writer quotes Dr. Wadagaki 
ie said to have stated that during his atay in 
England nothing impressed him so much as 
the earnestness, the steadfastness of purpo 
and the brotherly feeling of English student 
They realise what are their responsibilities as 
cilizens of a great country and do their very 
best to fulfil them. Their generosity of sentl- 
ment and their readiness to help people in dis- 
tress are beantiful traits, which are worthy of 
imitation in this country. 

It is stated in the Xtrisutotys Shimbun that 
the Young Men's Christian Association con- 
nected with the Imperial University isin a 
flourishing condition, and that a short time ago 
the faith of the students was strengthened by a 
learned address delivered by Dr, Chriatlieb in 
one of the Hongé Churches on “ German Thea 
logy in the Nineteenth Century.” The meeting 
was attended by about 60 persons, Mr. Yebina 
Danjé and others taking part in it. 

The KXirisuiokys Shimbun insiste on the 
need of reforming Japan's prison system. The 
reanlis obtained from the present system are 
in the opinion of this paper out of all propor. 
tion to the money spent. During the pa 
three years the total number of prisoners is 
atated to have been 170,000. Ii is anid that the 
wumber of prisoners at any one time is never 
less than 80,000, that the number of officers in 
charge of these prisoners is 13,000 and the 
number of religions teachers 100, the cost of 
the whole business being about 4$ million yen. 
According to a recently issued report of the 
Home Department, out of every hundred dis- 
charged prisoners some 70 return to a life of 
crime. The Kirisusokys Shimbun gives statis- 
tics bearing on the amount of crime committed 
in other countries, according to which in Eng- 
land the proportion of ciiminals is 1 in every 
thousand of the population, in America there are 
90,000 criminals in a population of 65 millions. 
It is said that not more than half of the go,000 
are naturalised Americans. So that it 1s seen 
that the proportion in Japan is very large, In 
the opinion of the Kéirisutehys Shimbun no 
change can be expected till private persons 
take up the matter here as they do in England 
and elsewhere. It condemna the indifference 
shown to the whole subject by the majority of 
the public, 

The Kirisutokyd Shimbun has of late print 
ed afew pages of the paper in English. In 
the copy that now lies before us is an article 
by Dr. De Forest, of Sendai, on ‘ Mixed Re- 
sidence and Chriatianity ;" ‘‘ Reflections on the 
New Year” by Dr. Gordon ; and a short paper 
on “ Social Christianity” by Mr. J. S. Motoda. 

.7 

The Kokumin-no Tomo, in reviewing the pre- 
sent state of Christianity in Japan, states the 
following facts and expresses the subjoined 
opinions. The long-desived and earnestly 
worked for independence of the native church 
is gradually becoming a fait accompli. Th 
is specially the case with the Kumiai Churches 
(Congregational) and the Itchi Kyékai (Prea- 
byterian), The sums of money collected for 
special purposes by various bodies are very large 
d with what they used to be, For in- 
» Osaka alone the Nihon Kirisuto-den- 
ha a short time ago raised the sum 
of 2,500 yen for evangelistic purposes, At the 
large meeting of the Itchi Kydkai, held on 
the occasion of the celebration of the 25th 
anniversary of the foundation of the church, 
a very decided stand was taken in reference 
to ‘ability of getting rid of denomi- 
in the native churches. The 
promised to do their best to effect 

But while there are signs of 
prosperity, there are some 
Il resorted to, Such 
nto the 
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progress and 
objectionable practices 
is the habit of introducing politics 
pulpit, so common among a certain class of 
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“Imerits of an Oliver Cromwell or a 








young preachers, ‘specially those under the 
leadership of Mr. Matsvmura Kaiseki. It is 
quite common to hear from the lips of these 
professed preachers of the gospel tirades 
against living statesmen or discourses on the 
ibaldi, 
and the enunciation of revolationary principle 

All this is contrary to the spirit of the Gos; 
Yhe Temperance Association is not 0 pro- 
sperous as it might be. The Methodiats do the 
lion’s share of such work as 1s accomplished in 
this line, the Kumiai and Itchi Kyokai churches 
being in the background. This isto be regret. 
ted, The Fakuin Gomeikai has not till lately 
attracted much attention, but during the past 
six months it has shown great energy, open- 
ing preaching stations and holding lecture 
meeting jous quarters, Since one of its 
great objects is the union of the sect 
are watched with great interest a 


by all earnest Christians. 
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Mr, S. Gulick, now of Matsuyama, lyo, for- 
merly of Kumamoto, recently published a 
work designed to influence young men, called 
“ The Growth of the Kingdom of God.” Instead 
of marshalling arguments in favour of Chris- 
Ulanity, it gives an account of Christian ox- 
perience and furnishes statistics bearing on the 
progress of missions. The book is for sale at 
the Kyébunkan, Ginza, Téky6, att yan 25 sen 
per copy. 

A work, the Japanese title of which is Shisen 
oyebi Choshisen (The Natural and the Super- 
natural), by Dr. Bushnell, has been translated 
into Japanese by Mr. Harano Hikota:6, and is 
for sale at the Keiseisha, Kydbashi, Tokyo, 
60 sen per copy. Itis said to be a vigorous 
attack on materialism. 

> 





one 
Ina long article, Mr. Tanaka Chigaku re- 
plies to Dr, Katd's 55th essay, in which, it will 
be remembered, Dr, Kaié asserts that religious 
devotees are slaves, Mr, Tanaka affirms that 
Dr. Katé does not distinguish between true 
and false religion and that he writes in the 
spirit of one who is annoyed by the actual exis- 
tence of religion at the present time, Mr. 
Tanaka maintains that there is no derogatory 
sense in whtich the word ‘‘slavish ” can be used 
that applies to the sincere Christian or the sin- 
cere Buddhist. If to follow in the footsteps of 
one's betiers be alavery, then Christian and Bad- 
dhist believers are slaves. If dependence on 
the will of another be in all cases slavery, then 
the men and women who bow to the will of the 
founders of the aecis to which they belong are 
slaves, But what is there that is discredittable 
about such subserviency? 
. 





ee 

The Shakai Zasshi discusses the religious as- 
pects of the Kiao-chow affair, asserting that the 
action of the Germans is the greatest blow that 
Christianity has received for many a long day. 
Hithertomany Japanese have been reluctant to 
believe that the gospel of Christ is backed by 
the cannon and the sword, but the Kiao-chou 
incident places this beyond doubt. I 
sible to estimate the extent of the injury done lo 
Christian propagandism by the atep the German 
Emperorhastaken, The time: worn accusation, 
current in China and Japan, that missionaries 
are nothing but political agents, designed to 
serve the purpose of aggrandisement, can no 
longer be rebutted. Unless we are much mis- 
taken, says the Shakai Zasshi, every missionary 
in China and Japan will feel the effect of this 
untoward incident for years to come. 

The Meikys Shinshi (Buddhist) writ 
the same strain, saying that for the emissar 
of areligion which profesees to teach universal 
love and to establish the reign of justice to be 
used as a means of gratifying the covetousn 
of a European Power is perfectly outrageous, 
and more than justifies all the hard things that 
have been said aso the connection between 
the Christian religion and European political 
interests, 


























In the Tefsugaku Zasshé are given the results 
of the investigations of Mr, Anezaki Masaharu 
in Rikuzen and Rikucha. Mr, Anezaki a few 








months ago was sent by the Imperial University 
to the above-named provinces for the pur- 
pose of collecting information bearing ou the 
religion of the inhabitants of the places visited. 
We give, in as concise a manner as possible, the 
particulars furnisbed in Mr. Anezaki’s report, 
Among the districts traversed special attention 
was paid tothe old Sendai and Nambu dai- 
miates, on account of the conservatism of the 
inhabitants in those parts, Ancient forma of 
worship are more carefully presetved in_ these 
localities than anywhere else in Japan, Speak- 
ing generally, the objects of worship of the 
mass of the people are in every case endowed 
with personality, It is plain that their notions 
of supernatural beings are all based on what 
they know of human beings and their attri- 
butes, Whatever be investigated, there is 
no getting away from anthopomorphism. Ac- 
cording to the popular belief the world is 
peopled with spirits whose existence revembles 
in many respects that of all human beings. 
The worship of the people in these parts may 
be described as partly a worship of mature and 
partly the worship of divinities concerning 
whose claims tradition has much to say, Most 
of the motives for prayer are personal—a desire 
lo be cured of disease, protected against cala- 
mity, and made happy. Mr Anezaki gives a 
classification of the various objects of worship 
under the following headings :—(1) Gods of 
Hindu origin; (2) Tutelary gods; (3) Animals 
and Plants; (4) Mountains and rivers; (5) 
Natural phenomena of various kinds; (6) 
Fotishistic objects of worship; (7) The 

Ft BH Scishokuai (symbols of reproduction);* 
(8) Spirits and demons, Mr, Anezaki’s essay 
is of great length and considerable interest, but 
we have no space for more than a brief outline. 

In addition to the above the Zelsugaku Zas- 
shi discusses a number of ethical and religious 
questions. There are articles on ‘Cause and 
Effect;” ‘Ideal and Rational Morality ;" and 
other subjects, The Ye/sugaku Zasshi and the 
Nihon Shugé lave of late been engaged ina 
warm controversy over the question of the Stale 
as» basis of ethics, the Zessugaku Zasshi 
denying thata state has the necessary quali- 
fications for fulfilling the functions of a 
final Court of Appesl in moral questions, 
and hence that the position taken by Mr. ‘Take- 
nouchi Manz, one of the leaders of the ‘ Nip- 
pon Shugi'’ party, on this question is entirely 
indefensible. 
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The new Vice-Minister of Education, Mr. 
Kikuchi Dairoku, is reported by the Fiji Shimpo 
to have given utterance to the following opinions 
respecting the effect of mixed residence on edu- 
cation and religion :—In view of the near ap- 
proach of mixed residence, will the Home. 
Department place Christianity on the same foot. 
ing as Buddhism and -Shini6? Upon the 
decision of this question the action of the 
Mombushd will largelydepend. In France the 
teaching of religion in elementary and middle 
schools supported by the State is strictly for- 
bidden, and in a country like Japan, where 80 
many religions are represented, il seems to me 
the beat policy is to confine education to secular 
subjects. Then there is another question to be 
settled. Under the new treaties will foreigners 
be entitled to become professors and directors 
with the same status as is possessed by the 
Japanese filling these posts?+ In France only 
such foreigners as have electoral rights are al- 








* The Greek Phallus, corresponding to the 
Semitic Astaroth and the Linga of the untives of 
India, Like the Greeks, the Japanese have two 
aymbols, both of which are woshipped, ‘The male 

owever, in Japan, as in India and an- 
seece, has more worshippers than the 














female. 
+ It may not be ge 
the foreign professors in Japanese employ 


ally known that at present 










an entirely different footing from their 
confraves, The foreigner has no voice 
management of the school or college, di 
attend faculty meetings, or express an opi 
anly course tle school may choose to adopt. 
an outsider in every sense of the word. The ques- 
tion argued by Mr. Kikuchi is, will this continue 
under the new régime ? 
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lowed Lo become teachers in government schools. 
As foreigners in Japan will not have electoral 
tights under the new Treaties, the French law 
does not apply here. Of course it would be 
possible to make the payment of a certain 
sum of money in taxesa necessary qualification 
for office in Government schools. This prob- 
ably would be the best course to adopt. By far 
the most important subject connected with the 
approaching change is the policy to be adopted 
by the Department of Education in reference 
to female education. At present the education 
of women is mostly in the hands of the Mission- 
ari This is by no menns desirable for many 
reasons. It is most important that prior to the 
commencement of mixed residence the attention 
of the public should be directed to thia subject 
—and a line of policy adopted. 


Considerable space is devoted in several im. 
portant magazines to reviews of the two great 
works on religion that have appeared in recent 
years. Both have been alieady noticed by us, 
but their scholarship and thoroughness call for 
a somewhat faller reference. Weallude to M 
Anezaki Masaharu's ‘ History of Indian Rel 
“and to the "History of Japanese Bud 
"by Messrs, Murakami Seusel, Sakaino 
, and Washio Junkei. The former may 
be had for 1 yen at the Kinkd16, Honci 6, 3 
chdms, Nihonbashi, T6ky6, the rat volume ot 
the latter coats 1 yen 70 se1 dis for sale at the 
Tetsugaku Shoin, Hongd, Tdky 6. 

Mr. Anezaki has for many years past made 
a specially of Ocental religions, aud is possessed 
of all the ardour and ripe scholarship necessary 
for the task he undertook when he sat down to 
compress into 300 pages the vast amount of ma- 
terial he had collecied bearing on the creeds of 
Todi The Vetsugaku Zasshi, the 7oy6 Tetsu 
gaku Zasshi, the Rikugs Zassh nd other 
magazines all speak of the work in terme of 
The Rikugd recommends 
s a profitable study. 

The new history of Japanese Buddhism is 
undoubtedly a still greater work than that of 
Mr. Anezaki. The names of the authors are 
a sufficient guarantee of scholarship and ac- 
curacy. ‘The first volume covers 700 pages. 
This history, being the first exhaustive work of 
the kind, ought to prove of great value to learn- 
ed investigators of all nationalities, We sub- 
join the comments of several of the magazines 
on this new effort. 

The Tefsugata Zasshi says:—The firat 
volume of the “History of Buddhism” furnishes 
a well-arranged account of Buddhist doctrine 
as first taught in Japan, together with the 
changes it underwent, and a history of the 
temples erected in early days. There are two 
reasons for the non-publication of a work of 
this kind before :—(1) Japanese historians 
not studied Buddhism; (2) Buddhist priests 
have taken no interest in historical research. If 
ere is a fault to find with the volume that has 
been published, it is that more space has been 
devoted to describing what was introduced from 
abroad than to tracing Japanese developments, 

The Téyé Tetsugaku Zasshi observes: tis 
now some 1,300 years since Buddhism was intro 
duced into this country, There are 12 sects (3% 
shi) and 36 sub-sects (J Aa). The histories 
of any importance that have hitherto appeared 
are the = (Bl ih Bk ME 3G RAG Sentodu-Buk- 
hyo denisu-yengi, the Sankoku-Bukkyo ryaku 
shi (Wi Bt) and the #B MH sp Mt Bukkyashoshi, 
by Mr, Fojii, But these make no pretence to 
being thorough, Hence the publication of the 
new work is a subject for congratulation among 
allscholars. The volume now issued deals with 
the early history of the sect, commencing with 
the year 552 A.D. ending with the year 781. 
This period is subdivided into two eras, the first 
covering the period from 552—644 a.p.—and 
the second from 645—781 a.D. The history 










































































aims at showing how the customs, the govern- 
ment, and the civilisation of those days were 
influenced by the teaching of the emissarics of 


the 


the new sect. The Shigaku Zasshi say 
printing of the work is all that could be desi 
but the same cannot be said of the lithography. 
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The maps and pictures are by no means well 
done, which is to be regretted, ag in many cases 
the authors have furnished a large number of 
very rare giawings, The work is minute to 
the extent of overflowing. Its chronology gives 
evidence of the most careful study and ar- 
rangement. Upon no work of modern times 
bas more scholarly labour been expended. The 





public owes a debt of gratitude to the compilers. |i 


. 
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The Shinri (German Church) from month to 
month maintains a high standard of excellence 
as an exponent of Christian thought of the more 
liberal type. Nos. 93,94, 95 that lie before 
us contain a number ot caretully written arti- 
cles on a variety of subjects. In No, 93 the titles 
are ‘Parents and Children ;” ‘ The relation 
of the old Christian dogma to Greek Philoso- 
phy ;" The Decalogue ;” “ Baptism,” “The 
Religion of Israel before Moses;” and ‘ The 
Modern Theory of the Evangelisation of the 
World,” the latter by Prof. Dr. G. Warneck. Dr, 
Christlieb, Mc. Schilfer, Mr. Minami, and Mr. T. 
Hiroi are very regular contributors and articles 
written by scholars residing in other parts of the 
world are constantly being published, In Mr 
Minami the Germas Mission possesses a writer 
of considerable power, the lucidity of whose 
style make his articles well worth perusal apart 
from the theories advocated. There now hes 
before na an essay covering 22 pages on the 
“Relation between Religion and Morality,” 
contributed by this writer, which is a most 
thorough and scholarly discussion of the subject; 
history, practice, and principle each furnishing a 
heading for investigation, and for theenunciation 
of a fixed opinion, Among the miscellaneous 
items which appear in No. 95 is a note call- 
ing att-ntion to the prevalence of “ism” in and 
outside the church, The ontburst of sentiment 
know as the “ Nippon-Shugi ” is nothing but 
the appearance of another “ism.” Before the 
leaders of this movement aspire Lo the position of 
teachers of the nation on the subject of religion, 
they would do well to be a little less violent in 
their abuse of Chiistians. ‘I'he writer whose con 
tributions on the Nippon-Shigi movement so 
oftenappearinthe Zaiya (Mr. Takayama) would 
be mote likely to gain a hearing if he treated the 
subject in a more quiet and scholarly manner 
than he has hitherto done, and dealt less in 
abusive epithets. 
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Ina recent number of the Mippon Shigi, 
Mr. Takenonchi Nanz6 reverts to the much dia- 
cussed subject of religions education as carried 
on by Buddhists and Christians. He asserts 
that the girls trained in Christian Schools are 
more foreign than Japanese in their sympathies 
and feelings, and adds that from a national 
point of view the education that is imparted in 
such institutions is a perverter and a corrupter 
Pakenouchi thinks that Sectarian 
t be permitted to teach any- 

He objects to the State al- 








thing but religion. 
lowing the general education of youth to be 
entrusted (o persons whose main purpose is to 


proselytise. This is a view which is held by a 
very large number of influential Japanese at the 
present time, and it is not at all unlikely that it 
will affect the policy of the Mombushd very con- 
siderably within the next twelve months, 


. 
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The Fukuin Shimpo, writing on definitlons 
of religion, says that none of those made by 
Japanese are satisfactory ; they are either par- 
tial or founded on misconceptions, Mr. Fuku- 
zawa’s remark, ‘Religion is to be compared to 
tea"; and Dr. Kato's observ: “Religion has 
its source in tear,” are instances in point, and 
tend to show how shallow are the views com 
monly entertained on the subject. The writer, 
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Mr. Yebina Danjé, quotes the definitions of} , 


Kant, Herbert Spencer, and Schilling to show 
how deeply foreign thinkers have explored on 
this subject. Mr. Yebina then reviews the 
teaching of the three ancient creeds of Japan 
and points out various particulars in which their 
deficiencies are supplied by Christianity. In 
breadth of view and ability to help the distres: 
ed, Christianity has no rival, says Mr. Yebina. 








Tine religion is not designed to fix our thoughts 
on the future nor to teach us how to worship, 
but to teach us how to be perfect as our father 
in Heaven is perfect and how to love our neigh- 
bours as ourselves, 

A writer in the same paper refers to a remark 
made by an English Bishop while travelling in 
Japan, to the effect that the Japanese are lack- 
g in seriousness, and that this defect displays 
itself in the manner in which religion has been 
treated in this conntry, and to an observation of 
Mr. uzawa in which he declared that he 
could not understand how a Japanese could 
seriously believe in Christianity, From these 
views the writer dissents, He says that the lives 
of earnest Buddhists in former days and the 
lives of Christians in this Meisi e 
sufficient refutation of this accusation. The 
eleven Christians who in the early days ot 
the Meiji era confessed their faith in Christ 















at Yokohama have remained steadfast be- 
lievers ever since. The country is dotted over 
with men and women in all classes of society 





whose Christian conduct forms a remarkable 
contrast to the lives of those who sarround them, 
This contrast is specially manifest among the 
lower classes, where all kind of wickedness is 
Perpetrated in a most open manner, The charge 
that the Japanese area non-religions people hax 
never been proved, nor is it capable of proof, 
concludes the Fukuin-Shimpo. 


In the Zdydtefsugaku Zasshi, Dr. Inouye En- 
ty6 has a good deal to say on mixed residence 
aud the preparation to be made for it. Dr. 
Inouye is inclined to agree with those who think 
that there will be no great rush of foreigners to 
Japan, By the majority of Occidentals the 
Japanese are regarded a8 uncivilised, says Dr, 
Inonye, and hence there is no likelihood of 
people coming in large numbers, What we have 
most to fear is the arrival of an unscrupulous 
and immoral class of foreigners. It mast not 
be forgotten that there are hundreds of places in 
the interior of the country where foreigners are 
quite unknown and where they are still regarded 
as barbarians. In out-of-the-way places people 
think to-day as they did in the Tokugawa era. 
Tf, then, a bad class of Occidentals should settle 
in such places the anti-forsign feeling would be 
intensified and might lead to serious results. As 
regards the preparation that it is desirable to 
make for the coming change, itshould, Dr. Ino- 
uye thinks, consist principally of strengthenlug 
the moral side of Japanese busineas life. The 
attention of teachers has in the past been too 
much centred on family morality, and com- 
mercial integrity has been seriously neglected. 
If the family life of the Japanese is superior to 
that of Occidentals, their business life is 
certainly inferior. 

The advice Dr. Inouye gives to his Buddhint 
friends is to reform their lives and adopt better 
methods of teaching and organisati With 
the exception of the Shin and the Nichiren 
Sects there is a great want of union among the 
Buddhiats, Then in the matter of doctrine the 
way in which they habitually lay stress on the 
evanescent character of this our human lite 
produces the impression thal the prevailing 
tone of Buddhism is pessimistic and con: 
sequently ils teaching is regarded as injarions 
to youthful minds, as calculated to damp the 
natural ardour of youth and turn it aside from 
those enterprises and pursuits which should 
engage its whole attention, Buddhism has its 
message concetming the things of this world as 
well as concerning those of the next, Whatis 
needed is that more prominence should be 
given tothe former th s hitherto been done, 

We observe that the Busy and the Hanset 
Zasshi also have articles on the same lines as 
that now quoted from the 7 syetefsugaku Zasshi, 
Ny urging the importance of centring 
ng on the affairs of this life and of 
seeking to reform existing abuses. 




















The Buddhists have just published a work 
called — Bukayo: 7ibutsu- Mondo gohyakudai, 
“Five Hundred Questions and Answers on 





Buddhist Subjects,” which covers 400 pages 
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and is for sale at 80 sen per copy, al 14 Kaga- 
cho, Kyébashi, Tokyo. 

Vol. IL. of the 7sisoku-Bukkyd-gimon Kaits 
shit,‘ A Collection of Replies ‘to difficult ques- 
tion concerning Popular Buddhism” has ap- 
peared, As stated by us when noticing 
the issue of Vol. I., the work has been 
compiled by Mr. Takami Doken. The second 
volume is for sale at 20 Atago-ché, Shiba, 
at go sen per copy. It covers 600 pages. 
The first volume has sold so well that the author 
has ventared to issue another on the same 
nes, Whatever may be said about the defunct 
state of Buddhism asa whole, there are certainly 
some quarters where great activity is shown, 


The Kvdikujiron gives the result of an inter- 
view with Marquis Ito which was held for the 
purpose of eliciting from the Premier an ex- 
pression of opinion on education, mixed 
residence, and religion. The interviewer, one 
of the staff of the paper, observed that it 
had been stated in public that the Cabinet were 
discussing the advisability of including religion 
in the educational system to be followed under 
the new treaties and asked what were the 
views of the Marquis of the subject. To this 
the Marquis is reported to have replied as fol 
lows:—There has been no discussion of the 
kind you refer to in the Cabinet, nor is there 
likely to be. That religious devotees should en- 
deavour to spread the doctrines in which they 
believe by means of education as well as by 
other means is quite natural, But for statesmen 
and educationalists in the employ of the Govern- 
ment to meddle with religion would be contrary 
lo the spirit of the Japanese State and Coustitu- 
tion, and contrary to the genius of European civil 
sation as exemplified in its latest and highest 
developments. Persons must be extremely 
ignorant not to be aware of this fact. Though 
the countries of Europe, no less than America, 
may be called religions countries, we find that 
with the progress of thought there has been a 
persistent expulsion of religion from the pre. 
cincts of governmentand state education. The 
Japan of the Afeijé era has adopted European 
civ! tion, has decided to make wealth and 
power foremost among her possessions, and will 
not allow herself to be hampered by religion in 
the attainment of herobjects. Our rapid progress 
in the past is to be atuibuted to our being free 
from the trammels which have bound surround 
ing nations and which still constitute the great 
obstacle to their advancement. Religion being 
a thing that has to do with a man’s own con 
science, the State allows each subject liberty to 
accept what form of faith he pleases, as long 
as he obeys the laws of the land in his outward 
conduct. To interfere with men's choice would 
do more harm than good. In all state affairs, 
in government organisation and the rules of 
depattments there must be no mixture of re- 
ligion, When all the laws and rules bearing 
on public life are free from the religious element, 
when religion is placed beyond the pale of poli. 
tics and state education, then does it become a 
real subject of interest and investigation to a 
certain class of minds, 
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The Koye, the Roman Catholic organ, seems 
never to finish its say on the subject of “Bap. 
lism.” We think we are not mistaken in assert 
ing that it has already been discussed in more 
than a dozen issues of this monthly periodical. 
Among other topics that occupy attention in 
the numbers before us are “Confucianism ” 
and the faith and lives of Japanese Christians 
of bygone ages. The paper shows no signs of 
improvement in tone or literary excellency, and 
does not even furnish anything like a full state- 
ment of statistics bearing on the extensive 
labours of the Roman Catholic Missionaries, 

* 


ae 

We read in the Seikys Shimps (Greek 
Church) that the Rev. E, R. Woodman and 
others ave lately started # new religions period. 
ical called the #MRPEw, Kokeishirya, which 
is designed, as the ttle implies, to aid stud- 
ents of the Bible by furnishing them with ex- 
positions of its meaning. The magazine, it 


votes» Google 


is hoped, will fill the place of such organs 
asthe Expositor, the Biblical World, and the 
Aomiletical Review in the West. The Koket 
Shiryd, we are told in the openwg number, 
does not purpose to play the réle of a defender 
of the Christian faith by answering the objections 
of sceptics or by discoursing on the evidences 
of its truth, but only to publish material 
designed to throw light on the meaning of the 
Bible. The publication will be conducted on 
non-sectarian principles. The chief writers 
for it will be Messrs Woodman, T.T. Alexander, 
and H.H_ Kétsu. The names of Messrs J. T. 
Swift aud R. L. Miller appear among the mem- 
bers of the managing committee. The maga- 
zine will be published monthly, cost 75 sen per 
annum, and will be for sale at the Kydbun 
Kan, Ginza, Tokyd. 








FAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
ee ee 

The mails between Tokyo and Yokohama 
are collected nine times for the down trains and 
eight times for the up trains. The mail matter 
has increased considerably of late, the number 
of letters for daily transmission being reported 
to exceed 12,000. In view of these facts four 
new collections have been added, and the hours 
of delivery have been entirely recast. 


Kerosene oil at Kobe has begun to show an 
upward tendency, on account of fresh arrivals 
not being expected, Moreover quotations have 
risen by two or three sen, The stock brought 
over from January consisted of Pine, 287.832 
cases; Sumatra, 14,669 cases; Tank, 100,086 
cases; Anchor, 6,205 cases; a total of 408,792 
cases. 


The Mippon states that telephones are to be 
established in Otaru, Sapporo, and Hakodate, 
during the 3oth fiscal year, Purchases of posts 
to the number of 1,600 were recently made ai 
the Sapporo Post and Telegraph Office. It is 
said that the instruments will shortly be sent 
from Tokyo, the plans for the telephone ex- 
changes being completed. 





The Yokohama Manicipal Council recently 
decided, the Toayo Asahi alleges, that on the 
revised treaties coming into operation foreigners 
in Yokohama shall be charged the same rates 
for the supply of water as natives are now re 
quired to pay. Thisdecision has obtained the 
sanction of the Minister for Home Affairs and 
the Minister of Finance. 





A journal to be entitled the Diplomatic Times 
(Gwaiko Fiji) is expected to appear shortly 
under the chief editorship of Mr. Ariga Nagao, 
M.A. It is purely, the Fomiurt remarks, a 
political magazine devoted to the publication of 
diplomatic news and matters concerning inter- 
national Jaw, treaty revision, the Red Cross 
Society, &c, The first number is to be published 
in Tokyo on the roth instant, 


Lhe coal imported into Kobe during last year 
amounted to 140,666,966 catties, a considerable 
decrease as compared with the figures for the 
2gth yearof Mfei7i, which aggregated 333 159,400 
catties. The amount imported for January this 
year did not exceed 14,807,200 cattics, showing 
a decrease of 16.993.560 catties as compared with 
the corresponding period of last year. The 
stock at present is very insignificant, and prices 
remain as firm as ever. 


The Minister of Agriculture and Commerce 
has at last issited an order to the Osaka Rice 
Exchange to the effect that the chief Director 
and Directors of the said Exchange should be 
discharged from office in accordance with Att, 
XXVII of the Rice Exchange Law, and thata 
special general meeting should be convened 
within two days from the receipt of the order, 
according to Art. XXXVI of the local Regula. 
tions for the Exchange, so that new Directots 
may be elected. 


For the exchange of one yen silver and 





obliterated coins simultancously with the en- 
forcement of the gold monomelallism, special 


financial rules were established and funds provi- 
ded. Inthe goth year of Meiji sales of bullion 
were fixed at (en million yen, approval being 
obtained from the Impetial Diet, By Decem- 
ber last, however the funds were found insuffi- 
cient, and special Imperial sanction was 
obtained on the 7th instant for another ten 
millions over and above the sum voted. 





A special meeting of Public Procurators of 
all grades and from various parts of the empire 
was held recently to receive instructions from the 
Minister of Justice onsecuring uniformity in judi- 
cial administration, arrangements for the opera- 
tion of the revised treaties, and the control of 
elections, With regard to the latest point, the 
Minister stated that offences of bribery and in- 
timidation ought not to be dealt with on the same 
footing as ordinary misdemeanonrs, In all such 
cases resolute steps must be taken against offen- 
ders, to whatever party they might belong. 








The tightening of the money market since 
last year has brought about serious embarrass- 
ment both for new enterprises and undertakings 
already established. The universal failure to 
meet calls on shares, remarks the Hoché, 
has led to reductions in capital or the dissolu- 
tion of companies. The unhealthiness of the 
business world became more serious last month, 
as is clearly shown by the fact that the num- 
ber of commercial aud industrial companies dis- 
solved was 13, while those compelled to reduce 
their capital numbered 10, the total amount 
of the reductions being 304,200 yen. 


The amount of fish manure transported from 
Wakanai and Otaru, Hokkaido, to the port of 
Akamagaseki is really considerable, the Osaka 
Asah# asserts. Statistics of the year before last 
show that the transport of manure, which con- 
sists of herrings, codfish, solefish, dried sardines, 
etc, totalled 3.555.941 Awamme, valued at 
651,754 pen. ihe import of dried sardines 
from Korea also seems to have reached several 





millions of catties. The fertilisers impoited 
from Hokkaido and Koren are chiefly sent to 
the central provinces, and to Kiushiu and Shi- 
kohu, to be employed on indigo plantations in 
spring and on cotton farms in summer. 





The census returns show that the number of 
foreign residents in Kobe in January this year 
was as follows :— 








py Naionality. Families. Mens Women, Totals 
itty 206 3 1 9 
anion @ “6 ‘yo i50 
German 76 105 42 147 
Russian 2 5 1 14 
Lalian ,., - os 3 
Dutch 10 23 
Portuguese 14 39 
Spanish 4 15 
Chinese 235 1,250 
Total... 628 2,106 








The Mitsui Bank’s report for jhe latter half 
of last year, prepared immediately after the 
meeting of the managers from the various 
branches in the empire was closed, shows that 
the net profits amounted to 440,030 yen, of which 
80,000 yen were distributed as dividend, 
4,000 yen carried over to the next account, and 
360,000 yen set aside as reserves, The total 
Teserve is now no less than 2,170,000 yen, re- 
Presenting nearly two and a half times the 
amount of the capital registered. The Mitsui 
Bank has already secured the utmost public 
confidence, and is the firstamong banking cor- 
Porations to accumulate reserves above the 
amount of the capital, 


The warehousing business in Japan during 
the latter half of last year was prosperous on the 
whole. The Osaka Warehousing Company is 
reported by the Hochi to have secured a profit 
of over thirteen per cent, while a similar instita- 
tion in Tokyo is somewhat elated at having 
declared a dividend at the rate of twelve per 
cent. The wantof development in warehousing 
enterprises in Japan is chiefly attributable to the 
immaturity of the fire insurance business. In- 
difference to the business of issuing loans on 








the security of goods arises from the same cause, 
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As to the profits realized by undertakings con- 
nected with docks, canals, and marine transport, 
the rates are widely different, 10 percent, being 
paid by the Yokohama Dock. 7 per cent, by the 
Tone canal, 20 per cent. by the Kobe pier, and 
16 per cent, by the Union Tug-ship Co. 


According to the Shogvo, the Bank of 
Japan has raised its interest on loans by one 
rin, the new rate coming into force from the g:h 
instant at the main office and branches through- 
out the empire. This measnre seems to have 
been taken in view of the pressing demand for 
funds for the payment of taxes and shares, 
while the condition of ade grows worse than 
ever, The disbursement of Government de 
posits and other circumstances have brought 
about a reduction in the specie reserve, and the 
issue of notes above the legal limit continually 
increases. The financial situation boded no 
good for the bankers, and serious precautions 
became imperative. 








The Kokumin publishes an interesting article 
with regard to the financial situation. It says 
the depression in 18go and the position at pre- 
sent are mach the same, but appear to have 
arisen from different circumstances. In the 
former case the direct cause was the complete 
change consequent upon the enforcement of the 
sysiem of convertible notes, and the sudden 
expansion of business enterprises, the result be- 
ing an unusual tightening of the money market 
and an extravagant fall in the price of shares. 
Private enterprises crumbled to dust and la- 
bourers were altogether deprived of their em- 
ployment. Things are different in the present 
case, The chief factor in the present depression 
is the issue of War Bonds, while the embarrass- 
ment was gteally increased by the extravagant 
expansion of all undertakings before and after 
the War, the result being a grievous deprecia- 
tion of shares and the steady dissolution of 
private enterprises. In short, the depression is 
really limited to private undertakings ; Govern- 
ment enterprises are unaffected. 








Kobe's trade with Italy is still very small. 
According to last year’s statistics published 
in the ¥#i, the imports and exports did 
not exceed 2,666 106 yen and 182,923 yen 
respectively. It is said that the Italian 
Government recently resolved to attempt an 
extension of its commerce with Japan by 
granting auunal suosidies to the Itelian Trad 
ing Company in Yokohama and to a firm 
in Kobe Settlement, ‘The principal produc- 
tions of Italy consist of tools and instruments, 
arms, wheat, cheese, leather, perfumery, etc., 
whereas staple exports from Japan are rice, 
silk, and other miscellaneous articles. As Italy 
suffers fsom scarcily of coal there are prospects 
in that direction, 

The trade of Kobe in general remains 
stagnant except in bamboos, for which large 
orders are constantly received from England, 
America, and Australia. 





The amount of silver collected by the Govern- 
ment from the public exceeds fifty million yen, 
asserts the Mainichi, According to the pro- 
gramme originally formulated, the coins were 
to be minted into subsidiaries of fifty sen deno- 
mination for circulation in the interior and the 
Osaka Mint was required to continue its work 
in this direction up ill March next. The A/ai- 
nichi has. however, {requently pointed ont the 





excess as well as the unpo. ularity of subsidiary 
coins, 


nd has even alleged that a difference of 
would occur between the standard silver 
and itssubsidiaries. This forecast has be; 
be realized. The evils arising from the over- 
production of subsidisries became apparent, 
and the Government was obliged to consider 
new monetary schemes for the future, Rumour 
has it that negotiations have been opened 
with a foreign merchant in Shanghai for the 
sale of silver yen pieces. It is impossible to 
place entire credit in this rumour butin any case 
the sale of silver will prove a fact at no distant 
date. 


Since the inauguration of the patent system 
in Japan protection for a large number of new 
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inventions has been granted from time to time. 
But the inventions of scientists and professors 
have, says the Fj, been grievously few. The 
patents granted to titled as well as untitled pro- 
fessors of engineering vince the operation of 
the Patent System are as follow:—In 1885, 
3: in 1886, 4; in 1887 none; in 1888, none; 
1889, 3; in 1890, 6; in 1891, 6; in 1892, 11; 
in 1893.5; in 1894, 8; 1895, 6; 1896, 6; 1897, 
23 total 60. Classified more minutely, these 
figures show that thirty five patents were secur- 
ed by Professors of Engineering and Physics 
and other personages from the Imperial Uni- 
versity—6 for shipbuilding, 2 for civil engineer- 
ing, 9 for mechanics, 11 for chemistry, 3 for 
electricity, 3 for mining, and_1 for metallurgy. 
Ten of the inventors above enumerated acquir- 
ed more than two patents each. Compared 
with the total number of inventions patented 
throughout the empire, that of the so-called 
learned men bears a ratio of only 0.02 to 5. 
The 77 thinks it regrettable that these profes- 
sors have contributed .so little to the advance- 
ment of the country’s industry and resources. 
The regular meeting of the Japan Industrial 
Bank took place on the 3rd. instant. The 
Bank has failed to realize profits to the 
amount expected. Five per cent per annum 
is the rate of dividend fixed by law, but 
even this rate will not be paid for the cur- 
rent term, the actual profiis realized being less 
than 3,000 ven. The transactions of the Bank, 
however, are steadily progressing. It is said 
that the applications for loans received since 
the commenceme of its business total 
8,500,000 yen, of which 1,500 000 yen have been 
already negotiated. This, added to the amount 
now under negotiation, exceeds two million yen. 
The paid np capital being only 2,500,000 yen, 
the Bank will soon find itself deprived of funds 
for further loans, and reconrse to the issue of 
bonds is absolutely indispensable, The deben- 
tures are of 50 yen face value each instead of 
100 yen, as prescribed in the regulations. 
‘The change was considered necessary in order 
to attract the money of small owners—a system 
well suited to the financial condition of the 
country at present, The Nobles’ Assembly 
Hall, which was purchased by the Bank at the 
end of last year, is now in course of repair, and 
the Bank's removal is expected to take place 
shortly. This we gather fromthe ii Shimpo. 
































Statistics published in the Mippon show 
that the number of foreign residents in Tokyo 
at the end of December last was 761—504 
males and 287 females, The following are the 
details :— 





WIrHIN TREATY LIMITS. 


Nationality, Men. Women Totals 

















Chinese 16 
He S4 

H 
Spanish 8 
German 12 
Fenech 24 
Datel 2. 7 
American 95 


Geeman 
Russian 
Austian 
Italian 
Dutch... 
Spaaisli 

Portuguese 


Hawaiian 
Brazilan 4 
Mexican 3 
Persons stopping in hotels and 
cluded in these figures. 





inns are not in- 


The Tokyo Asahi says the Government for- 
mulated gigantic schemes under the name of 
post-bellum undertakings, especially in regard 
to the expansion of armaments, the administra- 











tion of Formosa, and the development of com- 
munications. These measures, however, were 
only intended to conceal the bungling in con- 
nection with the retain of Liaotung peninsula, 
and were consequently strongly criticised. That 
the authorities have failed to carry out their ex- 
pansion programme may be perceived from the 
following figures : 








Amount brought 


Estimates, 











Department. i 
len. 
War 35,246,360 11,573,333 
Naval, 30,700 962 -22,991.724 
Colonial, 6,088.213 1,713,342 
Communications y.. 10,043,630 4,820,195 


The amount carried over to the next year's 
budget reaches 20 to 50 per cent. in the different 
items, whereas in ordinary years six or seven 
per cent, is the highest. Classilying the esti- 
mates for the 29th year as Ordinary and Extra- 
ordinary, the following figures are obtained 


Brought over to 
next year’s account. 
Yen. 





Estimates. Yeo. 


Ordinary 104,832,075 779 964 

Exuauidinary ... 98,626,004 44,869,288 

The so-called post-del/um undertakings of the 
Government are chiefly involved in the exira 
ordinary estimates. But of an estimate of 98 
million yen over 44 millions were cartied over 
to the next account, representing 45 per cent. 
of the whole. From these tacts mo must be 
inferred, remarks the Asah/, that the Govern- 
ment’s expansion programme is nothing but a 
great financial bungle. 


Now that the Ito Cabinet is restored, 
the question of Formosan administration has 
again been brought upon the tapis. Viscount 
Nogi, Governor-General of Formosa, is to a 
tive inthe capital in a few days on business 
connected with the proposed reforms. ‘The cla- 
wourt for reform has indeed been loud since the 
last Cabinet, but despite some alteration of the 
official organization, the disorder remains, the 
Nippon iemarks, as bad as ever. The Tokyo 
Asahs, commenting on the same subject, says 
that although the frequent change of a chief 
functionary in any administrative department 
is not advisable, a resolute step must be taken 
in regard to the new territory, and no man is 
better fitted for the post of Governor General 
than the Crown Prince, whose installation could 
hardly fail toinspire the Formosan officials with 
respect. The Mipponseems to comcide in these 
views, as it advocates the appointment of Prince 
Komatsu or another prince gf the blood-if the 
Crown Prince’s appointment is considered 
impracticable. It insists on the propriety of 
imposing the duties of civil administration upon 
Prince Komatsu instead of securing his services 
as a high military councillor. 

The Vomiurt suggests as a maiter of prime 
importance the immediate reform of the financial 
administration. It points out that the revenue 
and expenditure of Formosa for the curtent 
year aggregate eight million and twelve million 
odd yen respectively, and that « sum of 4,280 000 
yen has to be supplied fom the Home Treasury. 

The Fomiurt is in hearty sympathy with all 
plans for developing the resources of the island, 
but it does not think these need be curtailed 
by economy in expenditure, Our contem- 
porary refers to the necessity of introducing 
alterations into the administrative machinery, of 
limiting the number of the gartison, and of main- 
taining the judicial system on a firmer basis. 

As for the Féié, it remarks that a maiter of 
paramount importance in any ancivilized 
territory is the construction of railways, inas- 
much as without recourse to such convenient 
means of transport, no administration can be 
successfully carried on. “‘ Look at foreigners,” 
it says, “ The first thing they do for colonial 
purposes is to provide the best means of 
communication.” ‘The teports which are cou- 
stantly received from Formosa with regard to 
tisings and insurgent outbreaks reflect disgrace 
upon the nation, Riots ought soon tobe 
suppressed by the utilization of railways. ‘The 
scheme for increased taxation, or for loans, 
either domestic or foreign, is commendable, 
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PIRACY IN CHINESE WATERS. 
~———— 

A special correspondent of the Hongkong 
Zelegraph, who is making a trip up the West 
River, writes as follows on the subject of piracy: — 

During a very pleasant run through the Delta, 
and up the West River to Wuchow, (a distance 
of 226 miles over the course) on board the Steam- 
boat Company’s well-found steamer Lung Shan 
(Capt. G. F. Morison), I saw and heard a good 
deal of piracy both the thickly populated 
Delta and on the West River and its large tri- 
butaries, We had been steaming down river 
and throngh the Delta only about five hours (we 
left Canton at g a.m.) when we approached the 

illage of Yung Kee, on the bank of a creek 
ruuning into the channel through which we were 
travelling at the rate of about g knots per hour. 
As soon as we got near it the Captain called my 

ion to the men and children on the shore. 
This,” said he, ‘is a well knowa village where 
desperadoes of every description dwell. I con- 
sider the best name for that creek is Pirate Creek 
because the majority of the inhabitants of that 
village ave either pirates or persons connected 
with or descendants of pirates. You just wait 
until we are steaming pretly close inshore and 
you'll then hear them cursing us for all they are 
worth, Even the little children will revile us.” 
The startling allegations of the gallant officer 
seemed thoroughly justifiable, for 10 sooner were 
we within ear-shot of the villagers than they 
indulged in volleys of the most offensive epithets, 
the children joining in avd making, the while, 
indecent jestures which are well understood in 
































China to indicate intentional insult, contempt, 
and bitter hatred. As long as we were in sight 
the people howled at us, demonstrating thereby 
their ill-will in no uncertain. manner. Asked 
if this sort of thing was usual, the Captain 
answered in the sffirmative and then went 


on to relate how a steam-launch towing a large 
passenger boat had been “held up” and looted 
only a few days previously not very far from this 
notorious pirate town, It is not pleasant to con 
template what our fate would have been had our 
engines broken down near thathornets’ nest, No 
other steamers were in sight, neither was a native 
Custom House, Lekin station, or guard boat to be 
seen. We would have been at the mercy of these 
desperadoes, and little meicy would have been 
shown to the foreigners or to our 150 native pas- 
sengers in the event of the fight for life proving a 
victory for the invaders, Fortunately our engines 
(as was only to be expected) ran like clockwork, 
d we soo found ourselves miles away from the 
pirates’ lair, 

Going up tiver we passed several large rafts of 
timber in logs and firewood cut ready for use Gy- 
ing whatis known in these tegions as the “ pirate 
flag.” It indicated to the look-out men of the 
Piratical gangs that infest the tivers in the 
southern provinces of China that they had paid 
their dues to pirate chiefs far up the viver and 
that they should therefore allowed to proceed 
unmolested to their destination, It may be said 
that when once a taftsman has paid blackmail 
and obtained in consideration thereof one of the 
flags that will protect him fiom futther extortion 
he can hoist it whenever he pleases and thereby 

















avoid much squeezing, That, however, is not 
so. The raftsmen know only too well how 
impotent the native authorities are, and they 





have had ma n demonstrating their 
inability and  disi ion to grapple with the 
Pirates, and they accordingly pay toll to them 
regularly. That is the only sue method 
of procuring immunity from savage attack en 
route, while to lovk to the properly. constituted 
authotities for protection, although Lekin is paid 
at certain barriers, would be suicidal folly of the 
most glaring description 

A few days ago a launch towing a passenger 
boat containing upwards of 200 people who were 
going to their homes to spend the New Vear holi 
days was stopped by pirates while passing through 
one of the creeks that intersect the Shuntak dis- 
tict, The Chief Engineer (Chinese) was shot 
because he showed fight and refused to cut the 
rope to which the passenger boat was attached 
and thereby place the hapless passengers at the 
mercy of the blood-thirsty villains who were eager 
to rob them of all their valuables: As soon as the 
engineer was riddled with bullets another mem. 
her of the launch crew obeyed the pirates’ order, 
The rope was cut in twain, the pirates left the 
launch after beaching her, and, boarding the pas- 
senger boat, terrified the inmates with their fire 
arms and threats of violence and were soon in 
Possession of Tis. 20,000 in silver much valu 
able clothing and jewellery. 

One of the most dating piatical outrages com 
mitted mw the Delta im ieceut times occurred last 
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week near Shekki, a town about § 10 6 hours? 






steaming by a ty passenger launch from 
Canton, It is in the populous and wealthy 
Heungshan district, According to the reports 


that have teached this city one hundred pirates 
were engaged in the raid, They commenced by 
seizing 1 broad daylight a launch, and with it 
towed to the town of Shekki a boat filled with 
Pirates all armed to the teeth. A landing was 
easily effected, the Lekin and tiver guards were 
promptly subdued, and the township was soon in 
theif hands, ‘Their object was to place thernselves 
in an advantageous position to loot two or thier 

















huge passenger boats that were then due to 
anive at Shekki with valuable cargo and 
hundreds of passengers. ‘The district magistrate, 
hearing of the unpleasant (uru of affairs, summan- 


ed his guards and endeavoured to put the pirates 
lo flight. His men were defeated, several people 
were killed and wounded, and the dastardly vile 
lains succeeded ity doing exactly, what they pleas= 
ed. They held up the passenger boats and steamed 
away under cover of darkness with a large amount 
of plunder variously estimated at $30,c00 ta 
$60,000. As usual, there is no news of the 
pirates being 1un to earth, 

The holding up of a passenger boat by about a 
dozen pirates or the robbing of a trading junk is 
a pretty common occurrence in these regions, and 
creates very little excitement outside the district 
in which ithappens  Itis only when a big gang 
takes a town, kills a few people, and gets away 
with a considerable amount of plunder that the 
general public evince much interest in the subject 
of piracy in the Delia, It seems to be regarded 
by the natives as one of those evils which by the 
employment of drastic measures may be checked, 
but cannot be completely eradicated. 


























THE MINISTER OF THE 
HOUSEHOLD. 
Se eee 

The Oficial Gasette of the oth inst, announces 
that Viscount Hijikata is relieved, at his own 
request, of the office of Minister of the Imperial 
Household, and that Viscount Tanaka Mitsu 
aki is appointed to succeed him. The retising 
Minister is to continue to receive the treatment 
due to the position he resigns. Viscount Ta 
naka held the post of chief of the Bureau of 
Imperial Archives up to the time of his promo. 
tion, Until January of the present year he was 
Vice- Minister of the Imperial Household. He 
is a Major General on the Reserve list. 











FIRE IN YOKOHAMA, 
pox See eee 

Abouta quarter past 10 on Thursday night 
fire broke ont in a carpenters’ shed of the 
Yokohama Dock Co. formerly owned by 
the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, in Kaigan-dori, 
and quickly spread to other buildings in 
the compound. A party of firemen of the Yo 
kohama Fire Brigade under Superintendent 
Moigin, with one of the steam engines, and two 


hose-reels and stand pipes, promptly pro 
ceeded to the scene, and upon their arrival 
found that two of the godowns were in 
flames, The steam engine and one  stand- 


pipe were quickly got to work from ly- 
drants, but it was 2 am. belore the fire was 
completely extinguished, two of ihe godowns 
being entirely and a third partially destroyed, 
It is supposed that the fire originated from some 
burning embers having been left in the carpen- 
ters’ shed when the workmen left the premises 
in the evening, 





LIVELY SCENE IN TOKYO, 
as gisee 

On the afternoon of the rst instant a salt 
dealer, named Sait» Yoshijiro, of Gofukucho, 
Tokyo, was assailed by fire-brigade men, twenty. 
eight in all, who immediately unroofed his 
house and rendered it uninhabitable. This is 
the second instance reported in Tokyo of the 
destruction of a house by pugnacious fellows 
since the Murai cigarette scandal, One of the 
fraternity of which Saito is the head had pre- 
viously had an affray with a fireman whom he 
had severely beaten and the assault on Saito's 
house was taken in revenge The disturbance 
was wi h greatdifficulty quelled by the arrest of 
twelve ruffians supposed to have taken a pro- 
minent pait in the outrage. 
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NEWS OF 1HE WEER, 
pte ee 
One hundred deaths occurred in Nagasaki 
during January, Of these, the bodies of 84 
persons were cremated. 


Mr. Inouye Katsunosnke has been appointed 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to Germany and Belgium, in place in 
Viscount Aoki, resigned. 


In our last monthly Summary of Current 
Japanese Literature, Mr, Aston was represented 
as translating the “Koji-ki,” instead of the 
“Nihou-ki”; Mr. B. H. Chamberlain is the 
translator of the former work, 


Among recent appointments made by Pre- 
sident McKinley we find the following :—Her- 
bert G. Squires, New York, to be Secretary of 
Legaiion at Peking ; James W. Ragsdale, Cali- 
fornia, to be Consul at Tientsin, 


The Kobe Cycling Association has started on 
a new lease of life. The funds in hand amount 
to $32.54. Mr. King has been elected Captain, 
with Mr. Wheeler, Secretary, and Messrs. 
Woolfall, Mancini, and Clarke as Committee. 


The Cam, an English steamer from New York 
with a cargo of kerosene oil, arrived in port at 
Yokohama on Weduesday morning. She had 
rather a nasty experience the previous night, 
grounding on the Spit at Futsa, down the bay. 
With assistance from Yokohama the fore part of 
the ship was lightened and she got off at high 
water next morning. 


A lighter containing fifty-five bales of 
American cotton belonging to the China and 
Japan Trading Company was stolen on the 4th 
inst, at Kobe, Detectives put off in a launch 
and the thieves were overiaken at Wada. They 
at first hid themselves among the cotton, but 
changed their resolve and rowed towards shore: 
They succeeded in getting away from the lighter, 
but one of them was arrested during the night. 





The Hongkong branch of the Navy League 
have sent a chart to the head office of what they 
consider should be the extended boundaries of 
Hongkong. The map was made by the Public 
Works Department. The acquisitions suggest- 
ed by the Navy League include the whole of the 
numerous islets near Hongkong and the strip of 
mainland cut offby a line drawn from the river- 
mouth north of Starling Inlet to Tyshan Bay. 





A Kobe contemporary says that “the President 
of the Doshisha recenily petitioned for this well. 
known School to be granted the privilege, com- 
mon to the private schools that are graded with 
the Middle Public Schools, of a postponement 
of the call for military duties in favour of the 
students until they reach the age of 20 years, 
The petition has been rejected because in the 
Trust Deed of the Doshisha it is laid down that 
the moral teaching of the School is based upon 
the principles of Christianity.” 


The fate of an unfortunate woman named 
Amy Hall has been affording some sensation at 
Shanghai. Her body was found by the French 
police in the water off Kinleeynen Whatl, It 
was stated at the inquest that Stephen Hart, who 
is well known in Yokohama, first as an ama- 
teur journalist, next as a pseudo-artillery officer, 
and next as a prisoner at Port Arthur during the 
China war, had been living with the deceased. 
When called, he could throw no light on the 
affair, and a verdict of suicide by drowning was 
returned, 











In the Oficial Gasette tenders are invited by 
the Branch at Ujina of the Unyubu (Transport 
Dept.) of the War Office for 30 miles of glb. 
Rails and 180 Trucks with all the nece: ary 
filings, to be delivered at any place within 
the City of Kobe indicated by the officers in 
charge. Samples and particulars as to tenders 
and contract are open to inspection al the same 
office until the 22nd Feb, Tenders should be 
submitted before rt a.m, on the 25th Feb., and 
they will be immediately opened. Tenders for 
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Oregon Pine ate invited by the branch office at 
Kobe of the Treasurer's Office of the Railway 
Bureau, to be opened at 10 a.m. on the aust 
Feb. Tne Yokohama Naval Arsenal (Zoheisho) 
invile tenders for 300 teak-wood legs and 
12,500 kilo. of angle, bar and other iron, which 
are to be opened on the atst Feb. at rp. 


On Friday afternoon a fracas occurren 
between the police and a party of med 
belonging to the U.S. flagship Olympia, 
outside No. 80, Settlement. The police had 
warrants for the arrest of certain leave. 
breakers from the Olympia, aud tackled 
the tars, who made a stout fight for their 
liberty, Reinforcements of police soou arrived 
on the scene, however, and with the assistance 
of a crowd of finrikisha men and others, the 
blue- jackets were overpowered and five of them 
dragged off to the Police Station. 





At about half past twelve on Monday after- 
noon Mr, Morgin, Superintendent of the Yoko- 
hama Fire Brigade, was notified by a messenger 
from the Club Concordia that smoke was issuing 
from beneath the fireplace in one of the rooms 
of the Club, Mr. Morgin sent a couple of 
firemen to see what was wrong, when it was 
found that the woodwork beneath the stone 
slab of the fireplace in the Library was on fire. 
The stone and fire grate being 1emoved the 
smouldering woodwork was easily extinguished 
without any further damage being done, Had 
the accident occurred at night, however, it is pro- 
bable that the results would have been serious. 


Owing to the anarchy that prevails in Naga- 
saki harbour, remarks the local Press, captains 
and pilots berth vessels where they please, with 
out regard to the public convenience. At the 
Present time, and for many days past, two oil- 
ships from Philadelphia have been seriously 
impeding the business of the harbour. When 
the wind blows from the East or from the West 
they block almost the whole of the fairway. As 
these vessels are likely to stay for several weeks 
longer, one, at least, of them ought to be moved 
tu a more suitable berth. If they both remain 
where they are, we are likely before luag to hear 
of a collision in the Harbour, 


A fisherman, named Miyasaki Yasutaro, aged 
34, 8 native of Nushima, Mibara district, Awaji 
Island, who was condemned to death on the 
a5th November last, in the Kobe Chiho Saihan 
tho, on a charge of having murdered four men 
and women and injured three other inhabitants 
of the village, was executed on the morning of 
the 4th inst. in the prison on the Minatogawa 
bank. There were present Procurato: Fukuda, 
Secretary Yamaoka, of ihe Kobe Chilo Saiban. 
tho, Mr. Nishimura, the Governor of Hyogo 
prefectural prison, a prison chaplain and doctor, 
and about 50 prison warders were on guard. 
After the Governor of the prison had read the 
order lor the execution, the prisoner was placed 
on the scaffold, when he made a few remarks 
acknowledging his guilt, but affirming that he 
was neither a robber nor a beggar, and his act 
therefore was nota mean and contemptible one 
The tragedy, the Kobe Chronicle adds, arose 
out of a love affair, 














A fami iar figure to the residents of Kobe will 
be seen no more among us—Mr. John M: rison 
died al 3 o'clock on Wednesday morning, a’ter 
an illness that confined him to his bed for 
about three weeks past. Mr. Morrison was sixty 
years of age, and had spent a long period of his 
life in the Far East. He came out first, we be. 
lieve, from the head-office in London to take 
charge of the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation's branch at Amoy; he was there 
only a short time, however, ere he was transfer- 
red to Saigon, His third move quickly followed, 
and it brought him to Kobe in 1877. He re- 
mained in the Bank as Agent for about three 
years, and since then has been in business for 
himself —Hyogo News. 





The members of the Yokohama Literary 








Society spenta pleasant time last everrig at Van 
Schaick Hall. Mp, Ajty AMilikin @cc. Wey thy 
chair, and the atlendence was alar ~ Pa 


principal item on the programme was a lecture 
by Mr. E. B. Clarke, who has recently returned 
from’ England, entitled Undergraduate life at 
Cambridge.” Mr, Clarke’s effort was largely 
of an anecdotal nature, and was su'iciently 
bright to render interesting even a subject which 
has been pretty nearly exhausted by the creator 
of Verdant Green. A college song rendered 
by Mr. A. M. Gale came in appropriately, 
and others who assisted in the programme 
were Miss Webb, Miss Pratt, Mr. M. M. Ellis 
(pianofonte), Madame Henckler (song), and 
Mr. G. H. Denison, who recited an original 
poe entitled “ The Devil's Rock.” 


The following verses, says the Nagasaki 
Press, appear in a children’s Christmas bock 
\ published, They apply admirably to the 
singing of the lower orders in Japan :— 

“I found a person singing all alone in foreign 
parts ; 

His voice was not melodious, it came in fits 
and starts; 

I asked him what he did it for, and he this 
‘answer gave, 

‘'Tis the custom ‘of my country in this manner 
to behave. 

And when you go a-harvesting (a sight you 
musu't miss) 

‘There are fourteen hundred of us and we all shout 
out like this.’ 

I thanked him for informing me, 1 praised his 
tuneful air, 

But when they go a-harvesting, they will not find 
me there,” 





The Kobe Chronicle reports that about mid- 
night on Tuesday fire was discovered to have 
broken out in a block of four houses in Sakai- 
machi Ichome. Two of the houses were’ 
occupied by Chinamen, the other two by Mr, 
R. Bergerand Messrs, Gomes Bros , respectively, 
The fire originated in one of the houses occupied 
by Chinamen, the end one apparently, and the 
flames, having once got to the roof, soon secured 
hold of the entire block, which burnt like maich- 
wood, despite the efforts of the foreign and 
Japanese brigades, Fortunately there was not 
a breath of wind at the time, or the conflagration 
would certainiy have been far more extensive, 
Mr. Berger managed to save some of his furni 
ture. We learn that the losses of Messrs. Gomes 
and Mr. Berger are covered by insurance. 


A “fish story” that will probably make the 
members of angling clubs writhe wiih envy is 
narrated by the captain of the British steamship 
Wilderspool, which recemly arrived in New 
York from Java, While the vessel was making 
he: way through a fierce north-easterly gale a 
wave of enormous proportions bioke over the 
fore part of the steamer, and immediately alter- 
wards a fluttering sound was heard. Believing 
that a sail had been blown ‘adrift, the captain 
ordered the watch on deck to go forward and 
secure the canvas, when it was quickly found 
that no sail was loose, but floundering on the 
deck aud lashing its tail was a shark eleven feet 
long, which had been swept on boatd by the 
big sea. With some difficulty a rope was make 
fast about the body of the monster, which was 
happily despatched, 





Unier the title of “ Musical Reflections of a 
Chinese Philusopher,” Mr. Granville Bantock, 
in the Musical Standard, makes some very 
pertinent remarks on musical matters. Here 
are some specimens : 

“Tis acim 
conv i 
musi 









sal offence to indulge in frivolous 
duting the performance of good 








hose who enter noisily during the playing of 
the music should be delivered up to the ‘Street 
god’ (policeman.)" 

“A professor of music is one who professes his 
art; a composer ix one who practises it.” 
Technical skill does not always imply good 
musicianship, for the blow, of a hammer can make 
ho impression upon the soul,” 

“Envy and jealousy in every department of 
music should be carefully avoided. [is sefresh- 
ing to hear one vocalist speak well of another.” 

The musician comeposes ; the pupil pro poses; 
the teacher dis-cluses; the listener se-poses; the 
critic ex poses ; the public dis-pos 

















interesting report has been issued, by, the. 
u Office, says Zhe Times, regarding) the 
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new Korean port, Chenampo, just opened to 
foreign trade, Chenampo has been selected as 
the port of Ping-yang, which gained notoriety in 
the West asthe scene of the first great Chinese 
defeatin the late war. Mr. Willis, who has been 
travelling through the neighbouring region, de- 
tived an impression that it istich in agricultural 
and mineral resources... Ping-yang, which is a 
city of some 35,000 inhabitants, is the trading 
centre, but can only be approached by vessels of 
light{draught, whereas Chenampo, which is 40 
miles lower down the river, affords good anchor- 
age for sea-going ships at any state of the tide, 
The Japanese laid down a light 
the two places during the war, using Chenampo 
asa landing-place for stores, which were con- 
veyed thence to Ping-yang as a distributing 
centre. The fact that the Customs have ac- 
quired a considerable plot of ground there ia 
anticipation suggests the question who will pay 
costs? For it is one of the anomalies possible 
only in the East that the Korean Customs staff, 
which was organised originally by Sir Robert 
Hart while Korea was a Chinese fief, is atill paid 
by China with a disregard of accomplished facts 
that is little short of sublime. 








In H.B.M.'s Court at Kobe, on the 7th inst. 
Alfred Winter, a seaman belonging to the 
steamer Orwell, was brought up before Mr. 
J. Carey Hall, Consul and Judge, on charges 
of obstructing the Police in the execution of 
their duty and assaulting a finrikisha man, 
From the evidence adduced it appeared that on 
the 31st ult, a little before 7 p.m. the accused 
anda ship-mate named Matheson entered the 
police box close to the American hatoba in an 
intoxicated condition and created a disturbance, 
After some time the two men left the police 
box, but Matheson returned almost directly and 
as he again caused trouble, was arrested 
and while being taken to the station, called out 
to the accused to come to his assistance. This 
the latter did and a scrimmage ensued between 
the two seamen and four constables and some 
jinrikisha coolies who came to the assistance 
of the police. Sticks and stones appear to have 
been freely used, Matheson received a rather 
severe cut on the head and two of the constab! 
and a jénrikisha man—who stated that the police 
called on him for assistance, were less seriously 
hurt, His Honour found accused guilty, and 
sentenced him to one month’s imprisonment 
with hard labour for obstructing the police, and 
affine of $3 for the assault on the jinrihisha 
man, and costs. 








A rather amusing story of the arrest of a 
Chinese opium smuggler is going the round 
The enterprising Celestial—whom we will cal 
for convenience Chang—arrived at Yokohama 
on board a large steamer, and managed to get 
a quantity of opium through the Custom House. 
He then proceeded by /inritisha a toa large 
business house in the Settlement, where he 
hoped to make a deal with one of the Chinese 
employ és, whose name may just as well be Wong 
as any other Chinese monosyllable. Wong, 
however, was out to tiffin, but another Chinese, 
who scented a “squeeze,” tied to arrange 
ferms with the caller, Chang, however, de- 
clined a deal, and the other Chinaman, piqued 
at his refusal, slipped ont of the shop, and 
spoke a few words to the waiting /inrikisha man, 
The latter nodded intelligently—all was under- 
stood, Meanwhile the unconscious Chang, after 
gathering together his belongings, left the shop 
and took his seat in the ’ridisha, giving the 
coolie the name of a hotel in the Chinese quar- 
ter, Chang did not know Yokobama well; 
otherwise he might have suspected that the 
soolie was not taking him by the most direct 
route, After a quarter of an hour the /inritisha 
stopped outside an official-looking building, and 
despite Chang's remonsirances, the man atep- 
ped inside, 











“ This not my place,” said poor Chang, 

“Oh, yes it is,” returned the Japanese, 

In a few seconds he returned with a police- 
man, who searched the /inrtk sha, found the 
opignjg and) lodged poor Chang in a much 
poorer hotel than the.ope he had intended to 


pattonise, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
_——— 
IMPORTED CEMENT. 


To THe Epiror OF Tue “JAPAN MatL.? 

Dear Sirn,—In your issue of the 4th inst. 1 
noticed a paragraph concerning the import of 
cement, and as Ehave just come to Japan (from 
Europe) on this particular business (my Grim co 
trolling the outpat of the syndicate of the p 
pal cement manufacturers in Belgium), I should 
esteem it a favour if you would insert in your 
next issue the following few facts = 

In the first instance, the report thal none of the 
imported brands ate as good asthe © Alsen" is 
not quite correct, and is unjust to some of the 
principal fiims in Yokohama and Hyogo, who 
have been importing other brands. The “ Alsen” 
manufacture is no doubt a first class. artificial 
cement, which—this having been one of the first 
on the matket—is best known, but T would ven- 
tue to say, basing myself on personal ex 
perience in vatious parts of the world, that it is 
in no way superior to any of the principal Bel- 
gian, German, or English artificial cements and 
this has been found by some of the principal 
authorities on cement in Europe and America, 
The “Alsen ! has undoubtedly the advantage of 
being dearer than any other make, 

In the second place, speaking of the inferior 
quality of certain Belgian manufactures (Ger- 
many aud England ouly make one high standard 
aitificial quantity) ow firm has supplied a large 
quantity of first class natural Portland cement, 
which quality, besides being somewhat cheaper, 
has in every way the strength and fineness re- 
quired for the wotk for which it has been called 
for, and the best proof one can give is that the 
Japanese Goverment Engineers and a good many 
Private Railway Engineers have accepted and ap- 
proved of it. 

Iu a_book published by the American Cement 
Co, Philadelphia, 1895, page 105, giving 
the history of the Portland cement industry, 
the author, speaking of tests, says the following : 
— By a series of tests covering a) period of 8 
years, eminent engineers have ascertained that 
Natutal Portland cement giving tensile st 
Detween 300 and 350 Ibs. per square inch,, at 
days, shows the highest ullimate results and the 
Nighest percentage of increase per annum; while 
artificial cements showing strains of 500 and 600 
pounds per square inch at 7 days show no ultimate 
gain, but an actual loss, and a very slight per- 
centage of actual g 

You see therefore that the above report based 
on many years experience, approves in every way 
of the decision of the Japanese engineers to adopt 
the first quality of tiatural Portland cement, for 
which the chief producer is Belgium, 

Yours obediently, ALOYSE LAMM. 


































































JAPAN'S GOLD CURRENCY. 


‘To rug Eprror or THe “Japan Matt.” 

S1x,—On October rst, 1897, this country passeld 
from the Silver Standard, which had previousy 
prevailed here, to au exclusively Gold Standard 
of value, which is now in operation, 

‘The motives of the Government for this act were 
hot apparent at the time, and are but imperfectly 
understood even wow. Some intelligent people 
regard it asa hasty act, proposed by a Ministry 
hot very song in economics, and passed alter in 
adequate debate by a Parliament krowing still less 
of such subjects, Others attribute it to a rather 
childish desire to imitate Western uations, ot to 
mark Japan's equality of rank with them by adopt- 
ing Uie standard they preferred, Fur the first of 
these views (here may be some reason but lor the 
second there is, | think, none at all, the Japanese 
being far too sensible and shiewd to imperil theit 
material interests from such paltry motives. 

Asa matter of fact I find that the change of 
standard has, as yel, bad no great effect upon 
the affairs of this country, The paper yen con- 
tinue in circulation as before, ‘Their valae in 
commodities in general is but litle alte The 
fact that they ace now redeemdble only in Gold, 
instead of as Lefore only in Silver, seems to be une 
heeded, simuch asthe relative values of Gold 
and Siiver bullion are about the same as before. 
All that has happened seems to be that the Silver 
yen has been demonetized, and a Gold yen of the 
same value rules in its place, while business and 
contacts are scarcely affected by the change. 

What the Government did last year was vietus 
ally to declare that the ratio of 1 of gold to 32 of 
silver, which was then the market ratio, shuuld, 
alter October Ist, become a fixed legal ratio, and 
to wake it effective, the Silver yer 2 
and Gold yen al that 
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by law certain monetary conditions which already 
existed in fact, and chose this method of attaining 
their object. Of its results Twill say a word o: 
two later. At present [ will deal oaly with the 
motives which seem to me to have inspired the act. 
‘This country, as is well known, had of late years 
made rapid and temarkable progress buth in iv 
dustries and trade, and it was evident to all men 
that this progress was due very largely to the 
favoming uence of the continually declining 
rate of exchange between the Japanese yen and 
sterling money, The increase in the value of gold 
which had taken place all over tie wold during 
the last twenty five yeats, and which had shown 
itself in Western countries in depression of trade 
and steadily falling prices for silver and for com. 
modities generally, had shown itself hee chiefly, 
and indeed almost solely, in the rates of exchange 
on those Western countries, It is true that the 
gold coins which the Mint began to issue t 1872, 
and the gold bullion in the country, doubled in 
price durimg those 25 years, and most of it was 
expotted. But other prices remained about the 
same all the time, such fluctuations as took place 
in them being due to othe: than monetary causes, 
Nevertheless the tise in the value of gold had some 
notable effects here, though they were of a kind 
quite different from that which it had produced 
Europe or America. [0 the first place, it led toa 
great inctease in foreign demand for Silk, Tea, 
Rice, etc, and created new markets for many 
other products not previously wanted for export. 
For although the gold prices of these articles 
gradually declived with the prices of all other 
things in foreign countries, yet this decline was 
generally less than the simultaneous fall in the rate 
of sterling exchange here, so that some margin for 
profil generally remained on this side. As a cons 
sequence agreat and lively Export trade was deve 
loped, ta the advantage of Japanese producers. 
Every relapse in sterling exchange stimulated 
demand for products, the cost of which in yen ve 
mained as before. In this way the exports of Silk 
and Silk goods mounted from a sum of only yer 
8,203,111 in 1872, to one of yen 71,880,4°8 in 
1897. Laother products the gain was even larger, 
so that the total Exports of 1897 teached yen 
163,134,077 against yen 17,026,647 1 1872. These 
were splendid resulis for @ nation which only one 
tion back had no export trade at all. Of 
Course there were increasing imports to pay [or 
these exports, among which the precious metals 
made a considerable figure from time to ie. 
But the same tide of exchange that favored 
Exports was generally adverse to Imports. Fut 
though, as the country grew wealthy, demand for 
foreign aiticles increased,’ yet the cost of these 
Japanese money was often incon 
veniently high, Out of this condition of things 
arose the opportunity to establish in Japan manu 
factories of cottons and of other things previously 
imported, and of that opportunity the alert Japan= 
ese promptly availed themselves, In 1875 there 
was but one Cotton Miltin Japan. Tu 1896 there 
were some 60 Cotton Mills with a productive 
power which allowed of large exportations of Yarns 
aud goods to China ard elsewhere, and the average 
dividend of these Mulls was about 15 per cent for 
the year, At the same time paper mills, chemical 
works, match factories, breweries,ete,, etc, sprang 
up all ever the countcy, yielding handsome profits ; 
and wow at Nagasili steel steamers of 6,000 
tons are being built by Japanese shipwiights, 
Now any Statesman noting all this prosperity 
woald naturally desive to perpetuate itif possible. 
And if he also saw, as he could not fail to see, 
that its real foundation lay in the fact that the 
Japanese yen had become worth only two shillings 
1 stetling money, he would just as sively desir 
to render that rate of exchange also permanen 
especially if he saw any season (o apprehend such 
a tise in the Gald price of Silver in Westecn 
would raise the exchange here. 
y judgment, was one cousiderntion 
that led to the change of standard in 1897. It 
was then believed, at least in Tokyo, that silver at 
28 pence per ounce had touched bottom and was 
more likely to rise than to fall father, The time 
had come, therefore, when something had to be 
done to protect the nascent industries of Japan 
fom a possibly adverse movement in Sietling Ex- 
change which would seriously interfere with their 
development, An obvious means io thivend would 
be to fix the exchange value of the yex at the 
existing sate of two shillings. ‘That could only be 
done by establishing « gold yen of thatvalue, and 
wnient silver yen. ‘This then was 
what was detern Tewas nota diffieuls 
thing to de, as the Goverument was receiving larg: 
sums in Gold from the Chinese War indemnity, 
and the people were not only accustomed to have 
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their cussency regulated by Government, bul had 
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Lee to care whether the paper yen they 
jor money were redeemable in one mpl 








in the other, Nor could the change of standard 
seriously de ange general business, since the mar- 
ket value of the new yes would be about the same 
as that of the old. * 

A second consideration no doubt was that Japan, 
in her new career of industrial enterprise, might 
weed aid fiom foreign capital, But capital was 
tepelled by continual fluctuations in the tate of 
exchange. ‘To fix the rate might attract capital 
when it came to be requited. A third cot 
tion was in the situation of the Government itself. 
A Patlisment having been invested with control 
over the Budget, the national expenditure for ivon= 
wable 
abroad was subject to its sci fe such 
outlays had to be estimated a year or mare in ad- 
vance, it was desirable that uncalculable fluctua> 
tion in exchange should be eliminated from the 
Budget. ‘This also could best be done by fixing 
the tate of exchange. Further, the Government 
last year appears (o have contemplated borrowing 
money from foreign sources, to meet the increased 
outlays on armaments which had become neces- 
sary alter the war with Chiva, and by reason even 
of its brilliant success in that war, To effect these 
loans a fixed vate of exchange was indispensable. 

‘Tuese, and no other, were, in my opinion, the 
motives wh induced the establishment of the 
Gold Standa din Japan, Holding certain de 
objects in view, her statesmen declined to explore 
the intricacies of monetaty science, or to attempt 
any solution of the petplexities of other people in 
tegard to the Gold or Silver questions; but, 
tecognizing cettain conditions ere existing, pro- 
ceeded to deal with them ina practical way to the 
apparent advantage of theit country. 

Asto the wisdom of their determination I offer 
no opinion, [tis certain that Japan could have 
obtained any foreign capital she required without 
making any alteration in her own money, But 
whether the other aims selewed to could have 
Deen attained in any other ot better way, is very 
doub ful. 

‘The effects of the change made have not been 
quite so innocuous as was anticipated. ‘The fall 

Iver in London did not stop at 28 pence, 
1's own action depressed it to a still lower 

ithe result that a good many silver yen 
Nave returned here from China and elsewhere tor 
redemption in geld, which thereupon stole away. 
The Cotton Mills and other producers have also 
found the exchange rates in China turning against 
them, to the detriment of their sales and profits, 
while foreign capital still shows some shyness 
about investments in a country where changes of 
currency seem so easy. On the whole, however, 
the two shilling ye las not, as yet, done any 
great harm in Japan, aud if, after all, silver should 
by and by rise in its gold price, her young ine 
dustiies will find themselves rather cleverly pro= 
tected against losses from that cause, while all 
wbligations 10 foreign conutries ace now exacily 
calculable at any timein Japanese money. 

But it stikes me that those who tegard the 
establishment of the gold standard in Japan as a 
sign that these shrewd people tevognize stability 
ww value as a special attribute of gold, ave very 
far out in their reckoning. For the change of 
cursency made here is founded solely on the 
recognized fact that gold has doubled in value 
all over the world since the opening of the 
Japanese Mint in 1872. Japan, for her own 
advantage, and with what seems to me a wise 
foresight, has accommodated her affairs to 
this fact, and prepared hersell ngainst any possible 
reversal of it, But it would be hard to find any 
intelligent person hete to deny the fact. Ona 
quest of that sort one must go to England or Ame- 
tica, where even statesmen who decline to admit it 
appear alill to fumish, T.W. 
Kobe, January 30:h, 1897 









































































































MISSIONARY DECEPTION. 





To Tue Epitoe oF THe “Japan Matt.” 
Sin,—The letter of 1S P. in the Weekly Mail of 
the 15th January has suggested to my mind sever 
teflections, [beg the courtesy of your colume 
to present them to your readers. 
lhe writer says that the nvissi 
unintentionally, perhaps intentionally, mislead the 
Japanese as to the amount of vice in Western 
lands. [vis true that often Japanese who have 
associated with the missionaries have mistaken 
ideas on this point. I can assure your cotrespon- 
dent, however, thal this is quile unintentional on 
the part ofthe latter. Indeed, it is very seldom 
that they have ecension to discuss this subject with 
their Japanese fiends. When they du speak of i 
it is far more to their purpose to tell them that Ul 
human heart is everywhere the same, that the ou 
ward consequence of inward depravity ave there 
fore Wed Dubie Wal We ty nd, and that there is no 
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the disease and the remedy, the Gospel being 
necessary for all alike. Accordingly, many mis- 
sionaties take pains to inform their hearers that 
merely to bear the Christian name is not enough 
to cleanse from sin either the individual or the 
nation, Of this uuth, the condition of society 
so-called Ctvistian countries is an illustration too 
apposite 10 be neglected. 

How, then, is the misconception of the Japanese 
to be accounted for? Perhaps the following little 
story may throw some light on the question. A 
missionary womartied, living in an interior town, 
engaged as cook an old and simple minded Japan- 
ese woman, A year or two later he manied, and 
the uld cook remained in the employ of the young 
couple, She had watched the conduct of her master 
day by day and now had the same opportunities of 
obser ving the newly instituted family life. She saw 
also the other people with whom her master and 
mistress associated, educated, refined, gentle men 
and women, walking inthe fear of God and in the 
law of the Ford, blameless, But it came to pass in 
process of time that the people with whom this old 
woman lived moved to one of the open ports. 
Here, in going to the market, she had daily to 
Pass through streets crowded with saloons and 
other evil houses, where the drunken carousings 
of foreign sailors were of constant occurrence, 
She came to her employers in sorrow of mind, and 
said:—'Are there many people of this kind in 
your country? Tthoughé all Americans were like 
‘The poor old woman had a mistaken im 
pression of America. And she lad gotten this 
impression from the missionaries; that is not to be 
denied. But had she not been misled, in the best 
and sweetest manner possible, " by years of noble 
deeds?” 

Occasionally it may happen that a missionary 
actually misinfarms a fliend in conversation on 
this subject. The explanation of such a case 
is doubtless to be found in the reply of Dr. Joln- 
son toa lady who pointed out an error in his dice 
tionary, and asked :—" What cau have led you to 
make such a mistake?” “Ignorance, Madam, 
pure ignorance”, was his answer, ‘That is the 
trouble with many missionaries, they are actually 
rant of the vice that prevails in their own 
countries. 

It must have struck the impartial readers of the 
Fapan Mail that when missionaries undertake 
cuss this and similar questions with their 
, they are almost always worsted. Very soon 
becomes apparent that their opponents are im- 
sely their superiors in knowledge of wha 
low and vile in the civilization of the West. ‘Th 
results most naturally from the difference in their 
education and manner of life, To take the present 
instance, What does the writer signing herself E 
S. P. say of herself? (1) That in Melbourne she 
accompanied a young Japanese to an extremely 
indecent play. (2) That she had often attended 
such plays, (3) That she“ can remember the time 
when actresses playing boys’ pacts, such as Rosa 
lind in ‘As you like it,” and others, and ballet dan- 
cers, never wore their skirts even as high as the 
knee, as may be verified from any old prints of 
celebrated actresses and public danseuses of fifty 
yeats go.” Notice, please, her statement that 
she can remember” this time. [tl appears, then, 
thal in spite of occasional shame at what she saw, 
this person has been altending similar indecer 
exhibitions for fifty years, ‘That there were such 
persons | had heard, but I did not expect one of 
them to make a public statement of the facts in 
the columns of a vewspaper. 

Tt is no wonder that this writer finds it impossi 
ble to sympathize with the work: of the missionary, 
Tcan assure her that a missionary has led a very 
different life. She herself seems to have mised 
as much, for she says:—"In all probability, the 
missionaties who come to Japan, and express them. 
selves so shocked at the immoralitirs of the Japan. 
ese, have lived in such a religions atmosphere be- 
fore they came to this country that ihe inconsistent 
indecencies, etc.” 

Perhaps a sneer curled the lip of the weiter as 
hese words were penned. But they are magnifi 
cently tue. There are, | am sorry to sav, people 
enough in our churches who bear the Christian 
name unworthily, who have a form of godliness 
but are ignorant of the power thereof. But the 
s of the cross are not born of such line- 
nor are they supported by such consti ies, 

and money required by mission work 
shed by that portion of the church to 
which the Gospel of Christ is a vital, sanctifying, 
and conseciating power Missionaries ave born 
of pious parentage, are nourished in godly homes, 
educated in pure schools and colleges: they tead 
clean books, they indulge in pure amusements, and 
are watched over with fostering care until they are 
old enough of their own accord to reject the evil 
and choose the good. Fromthis education they 
come to foreign lands iN ee 3 vest 
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fiends and foe. DoT say this in the spi 
boasting ? God forbid! I do not forget that in the 
eyes of Him who looketh on the heart no man is 
pure, and that what we are we are by the grace of 
God alone. But according to the highest human 
tests of virtue, the people who come out as 
missionaries grow up from the cradle in an atmos- 
phere of purity, and as mature men and women 
their lives bear witness to the keeping power of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

As for the Japanese who travel in England and 
America, their case is in some respects deplorable 
enough, Unless they are furnished with excep- 
tional letters of inti oduction or are directly counece 
fed with the religions bodies, entiance to tuly 
Cluistian homes is not readily obtained, and they 
ate left to gather their impressions of Western life 
from the public places of emtertainment, When 
they do find entrance to what seems to them re- 
fined society, they too often fall ia with such com- 
pany as did the young Japanese in Melbourne 
To any one desivous of knowing how this mat 
ter of comparative movality looks to a Chri 
Japanese, I commend the perusal of M 
Uchimura’s books, “How I became a Chistian,’ 
especially the latter portion, His discussion of 
the matter seems (o me admirable, and I have 
derived great benefit from his theory of the deepen 
ing of both light and shade in Christian lands: 

in conclusion I wish to say a word on the radi- 
cal misconception that underlies the article under 
discussion and all similar criticisms. ‘The writer 
speaks of the allempt to improve or alter Japa- 
nese morality by the introduction of Cluisti 
doctrine or precept.” She evidently thinks that 
this is the object of mission work, This is a funda- 
mental error. We are here to preach the Gospel 
not to propagate morality, ‘That those who truly 
accept this Gospel are morally improved thereby, 
is an incidental advantage that never fails to 
follow, and at which we rejoice, but it in 
no serise the object of mission work, The case is 
somewhat parallel to that of foreign merchants, 
These come to Japan to make money for 
themselves by honorable traffic. This they do, 
and an incidental advantage is that the Japanese 
are emiched by the process, The foreign met- 
chants doubtless take no little satisfaction in the 
fact that their presence builds up the material pro- 
sperity of the people among whom they live. But 
that is in no sense the object of their coming hither. 
So it is with us. 

‘The object of the missionaries here is to declare 
to the Japanese people that there is one God and 
one Mediator between God and man, the M. 
Cluist Jesus, Ifthe Japanese had all the virtues 
that the most lively imagination could ascribe to 
them, there would not be one whit less need for this 
revelation than there is now, To put it in other 
words, we have been sent here, as Paul was to the 
Romans and Greeks, “To open their eyes, to turn 
them from darkness to light and from the power of 
Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins and inheritance among them that are saucti- 
fied by faith that is in Christ.” If this purpose be 
kept in mind, it will appear at once how utterly 
isvelevant ave all comparisons between the national 
morality of Oriental and Occidental countries, 

This error, that missionaries have come to these 
lands to propagate morality, is surprisingly preva 
lent. Onso mistaken a basis no satisfactory dis- 
cussion can he reared. Ov the other hand, let the 
teligious principles involved be onceunderstood and 
admitied, and the necessity of missionary work, 
quiite independently of the moral status of the coun: 
ty, becomes so evident that a discussion is at once 
seu to be super fluons. 

Tremain, dear sir, yours very tualy. 


HCHABOD. QUILL. 













































































JAPAN AS AN AMERICAN MARKET, 
ppeisee sy 

Mr. W. R. Townsend, who will be vividly ree 
membered in Yokohama, lias given his report to 
the San Francisco Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
on the Wade relations between California and the 
Far East. His conclusions may be summed up 
thus s— 

Outside of lumber and flour, which must 
neccessarily come from the Pacific coast, and in 
which two articles the volume of business has 
doubled or trebled this past year, there ate com: 
paratively few articles wanted in the Orient 
in large quantities, which are produced on 
thé Pacific coast at all; if they are they can be 
supplied from the Eastern States in most cases at 
less cost. 

















Tn a list of the bonded warehouse charges in 
Japan are the names of 193 articles which are im 
ported into that country, About twenty-five of 
these are manufactured on the Pacific coast 
ere every one of these is produced in the 
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Eastern States and Europe as cheap or cheaper. 
California can supply Japan with some of her re- 





quirements in leather, mechanical rubber, prine 
ung paper, provisions, canned fruits, meats and 
vegetables, wines and, occasionally, when wanted 
ina huey, 5 isle of machiuery, but in 
these articles and in lumber and flour she must 
share the trade with Portland, Tacoma, and 
Seattle, who have four competing lines of steam- 
ships and consequently cheaper freights. Japan 
is at present importing largely feom Ametica 
kerosene, cotton and cotton piece goods, wire and 
wire wails, locomotive, rails; pig, bar and sheet 
iron ; coke, clocks, tobacco and cigarettes, bicycles, 
electrical and all other kinds of machinery, 
machines and tools, But what can the Pacific 
coast supply of these as manufactuies or at 
manufacturer's first selling prices? 
Competition among merchants in the Orient is 
uow as keen as anywhere, and while the few Ame- 
houses in Japan and China would prefer to 
purchase from “America they have until recently 
been compelled to order 75 per cent. of their goods 
from England and Germany. Iam glad to say, 
however, that the trade of the United States with 
Japan has ‘taken vapid strides and must have 
doubled in 1897 over any previous year. The 
metit of oir goods and of our machinery parti 
lary is being recognized and appreciated, The 
Baldwin works alone supplied 100 locomotives in 
1897, over'a million dollars’ worth, and the de- 
mand for electrical, wood and iron working 
machinery and machine tools is rapidly on the 



































increase, 

The prices of skilled labour and food products 
in Japan have probably doubled during the past 
year, and are still advancing, ‘This is very mate. 
tially helping the sale of our labour-saving machi- 
nery. 

li is feared by many American manufacturers 
that the present demand is merely for sample 
machines, and that great injury will result to our 
interests as soon as Japan has the facilities for 
copying and manufacturing our goods and 
machinery, 

There is certainly little or no protection under 
Japau’s present laws on patents and trade marks, 
but it will be a long time before she has the facili- 
ties and ability to successful copy our intricate 
machinery and machine tools. ‘They alieady 
make a few clumsy bicycles, gas and steam ens 
gines, electrical and other machinery, but the sale 
of outs grows rapidly, and this will continue, and, 
with the growth and development of the whole 
Ovient, America will more than hold her own, 

‘The probable carving up by European Powers 
of China in the near future and the opening up of 
that country by tailroads, together with the rail- 
toad development of Siberia and Korea, will make 
ew aud larger markets for our products. There 
is no proposition before the American manufac. 
(vers more worthy their support than the propose 
ed establishment of a permanent exhibition of 
American products and machinery at Shanghai 
by the Chinese-American Chamber of Commerce, 

‘There are many things about the export busi- 
ness which American manufacturers do not seem 
lo understand, and this alone throws much trade 
io England and Germany. 

Dacing the recent hard times in America there 
was a disposition to foster export business, but 
now that times are better at home there is a gene- 
sal indifference, and orders are even neglected and 
often entirely ignored. The volume of business to 
be done in the Orient in the next ten years is very 
lange, and our manufacturers will do well to loster 
it now, as they may want it very badly one of 
these years. 

‘The English and German manufacturers and 
their export agents give great attention and goto 
considerable expense in supplying samples and in 
arranging codes for same, and go at once into all 
the particulars necessary to start business without 
the necessity of a year’s correspondence. There 
are few American manufacturers whose letter= 
heads mention their cable address or the codes 
used, aud, worst of all, a large percentage of them 
mail their letters with domestic postage only or 
insufficiently paid postage, causing their corres- 
pondents at the other end to pay double rates on 
the unpaid portion. 

Another general complaint is the lack of stabil- 
ity in quotations, It is to be expected that many 
articles of produce and manufacture will fluctuate 
in -value, but they all do not, and as export busi- 
ness is always cash against letters of credit, lowest 
prices should be named at the outset and lower 
than where the same goods are to be sold on credit 




































athome. Having given a quotation it would be 
policy to stick to it for a transaction or two, at 
least, to get business started, it has been the 
experience of most merchants in Japan that our 
Navajiufadtirensjexpect higher, instead of lower 
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prices on export business, and if a price named 
does secure an order they think a mistake has 
been made in asking too litile and raise tates next 
time, 

There is no parcels post between America and 
Japan, #libough there is a samples post, and if 
packages are marked “ Merchandise” instead of 
“Samples” they will never reach their destinas 
tion, Unfortnnately it is very expensive to forward 
packages by express and steamer, but if the busi- 
hess is worth having it is worth some expense to 
seeme, The European steamship lines, with their 
cheap package express and the parcels post with 
all Encopean countries, are a great convenience 
and saving. I recently sent a package to Port 
d, Oregon, via Tacoma, at a cost of $8, and a 
to London, three times as far, 
rauce included, cost only $2. 
¢ are three or four large American houses 
in Japan, representing possibly every line of 
American machinery and manufactures, and some 
of them carry stocks to a limited extent, but most 
of their business is in the line of taking orders 
by catalogue. Heretofore when they made a sale 
their profits were good, but they are handicapped 
by vot having practical men in every line they 
represent, whereas most of the English 
German houses are generally equipped with ex- 
perts in all lines, 

Daring this past year America has sent over 
y special representatives, which has given the 
great impetus to our trade alread: entioned, 
and there has been established 
house carrying a large stock of mach 
tools of various kinds, with expert engineers in 
every line, While this field is now pretty well 
covered there is still a demand for experts in 
various lines. 

‘There is however no room for any brokers- 

‘The Japanese meichants are anxious to do a 
divect business and thus avoid the profits of the 
foreign houses, but there are very few among 
them who understand the method or can 
a letter of credit, and only one or two 
banks who issue th 

Tt must be borne in mind, that there are only 
3.000 to 4,000 foreigners in Japan and only sou a1 
G00 Americans, ‘The European will buy a home- 
made article every time in preference lo anything 
American, 

While Japan has been and will continue to be 
in the near future America’s best Oviental ma:ket, 
there is a much larger field in certain lines in 
China and Siberia. ‘These are principally 
machinery, railway and track supplies, building 
materia! provisions, flour and other food products, 
‘The Chinese are about to build thousands of 
les of railways, and the Russians who are harty- 
ing forward their Uans-Siberian line will also 
build i Korea to Che 
winter ports and 
Manchuri sin aud Peking, also 
from Peking 1400 miles or more northwest over 
the great overland (ea route to connect with their 
Siberian line near Lake Baikal, 

It is extremely difficult for foreigners to get # 
foothold in business in Siberia, ‘They are not 
welcomed there, all the mercantile houses iv 
or under Russian 
ol, but Shanghai and Tientsin have enter 
European and American merchants and 
g for others. 
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LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 


(From cme Jara 


THE CRISIS IN THE FAR EAST. 
London, Feb. 3. 
A telegram from Pekin to the Zimes, 
states that Great Britain has definitely 
withdrawn the condition that Talienwan 
shall be made a free port. 


GERMANY HUNGRY FOR MORE 
CONCESSIONS. 

Reuter learns from Pekin that Germany 
demands concession for another railway, 
south of Kiao-chou, in compensation for 
the recent murder of a sailor. 

THE MALAY NATIVE STATES, 

Speaking at the Straits Dinner at the 
Hotel Cecil, London, on Feb. rst, Sir 
Thomas Sutherland, M.P., said the pros- 
perity of the Straits was involved in the 
safely of the Empire. The Chairman 
eulogised the work of the Hon. Sir Frank 
Swettenham, Resident-General the 
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Federated Malay States, whose rule was 
equally satisfactory to Europeans and 
natives, 

Sir Frank Swettenham said the imports 
from the Malay States were increasing. 
All Malays realised that their position 
would be vastly improved by the comple- 
tion of the railway scheme, which was one 
of the greatest evidences of the develop- 
ment of the States, and was due to Mr. 
Chamberlain. The prosperity of the Malay 
States was now assured, 

BRITISH BATTLE-SHIP SAILS FOR 
CHINA. 
The Barfleur sails for China on Sunday. 


[The Barfleur ix a first class battle-ship ul a dis 
placement of 10,500 Het length is 360 
max, deaught 256; HP; 

It at Chath 











a cost of £599,089; 
carries a complement of 606.] 


ENGLAND AND RUSSIA. 
Mr. Pritchard Morgan, M.P., speaking 
at Aberdare, advocated an understanding 
with Russia, for which public opinion was 


ripe in England. 





CRICKET IN AUSTRALIA. 


The last play between Stoddart’s team 
and an Australian eleven at Melbourne, 
resulted in England being all out for 262 
and Australia winning by eight wickets. 


THE ANGLO-CHINESE LOAN 
NEGOTIATIONS. 
London, Feb, 4. 

The report concerning the Talien-wan 
Condition has evoked much adverse com- 
ment in the press, but the Government 
intimates that the public was misled te- 
garding the negotiations at Peking, which 
are absolutely confidential. 

London, Feb. 5. 

Reuter is informed that the report that 
Great Britain had demanded the opening 
of Talien-wan and afterwacds withdrew the 
demand is inaccurate; but it is probable 
that the question of the opening of the 
port was raised in connection with the 
loan negotiations. 

THE RISING ON THE PERSIAN 

FRONTIER. 
REBELS ROUTED. 

The rebels at Mekran, on the Persian 
frontier, have been attacked and complete- 
ly routed by a British force. The rebels 
sustained heavy losses, including four of 
their leaders. 

ENGLAND AND RUSSIA. 
TO BE MADE NO CATSPAW OF CHINA'S, 
London, Feb. 7. 

It is reported that Lord Salisbury is de- 
sirous not to be made the calspaw of China 
against Russia, and has assumed a more 
conciliatory tendency towards Ru: 
Hence the withdrawal of the condi 
as to Talienwan. As for the candidacy of 
Prince George of Greece for the Governor- 
ship of Crete, Great Britain and Russia 
are entirely agreed. 


SOUTH-EAST DURHAM ELECTION. 

Mr. Richardson (Liberal) has been elect- 
ed member of parliament for South-East 
Durham in the place of the late Lieut.- 
General Sir H. M. Havelock Allan (Uni- 
onist). 

‘THE SOUDAN MUTINEERS. 
London, Feb. 8. 

It is feared if the Soudanese mutineers 
cross the Nile, which is probable, they 
will march in a direct line to join the 
other Soudanese garrisons. All the Euro- 














Sole gathered at Fort Kampala, 


ia, | agieed to guarante 


FRANCE AND THE BRITISH OC- 
CUPATION OF EGYPT. 

M. Hanotaux, Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, speaking in the Chamber, stated that 
France would continue to defend the rights 
of the Sultan and the Powers in Egypt. 
SERIOUS SITUATION IN UGANDA. 

The situation in Uganda is regarded as 
very grave. 


(Received by the Jit) 
CHINA DECIDES TO FALL BACK 
ON DOMESTIC LOANS. 


Peking, February 7. 

Seeing that the collision of views be- 
tween Great Britain and Russia in regard 
to China’s desire to raise a foreign loan is 
not likely to be easily settled, the Govern- 
ment has decided to fall back on domestic 
resources and to issue domestic loans of 
100 million taels divided into one mil- 
lion shares of rootaelseach, Government 
officials will be obliged to subscribe to 
the loan. 

LORD SALISBURY’S POLICY. 
London, February g. 

Lord Salisbury, speaking in the House 
of Lords, declared that he is desirous that 
Kartoum should be restored to Egypt 
within afew months, and that as to Talien 
Bay, should England persist in its being 
opened it will cause considerable embar- 
rassment to China. In compliance with 
China's request England has agreed to 
postpone the question of opening the 
port until the Eastern Chinese Railway 
connects with alien Bay. Russia and 
Germany have guaranteed to England 
that should either or both Powers obtain 
ports from China they will be opened 
at once, 


OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 


London, February 9. 
Parliament has been opened. 
DEATH OF MR. HUGH MATHESON, 
Mr. Hugh Matheson, of the firm of 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., is dead. 











(From the Asahi.) 
OPENING OF PARLIAMENT, 
London, February 9. 

The British Patliament has been opened, 
The Queen’s Speech was chi-fly occupied with 
declarations in regard to the questions of Ind a 
and the proposed Army extension, No 1¢- 
ference was made to Chinese affairs. 


GUARANTEED LOAN JO GREECE. 
London, February 9. 
Mr. A. J. Balfour, Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, has stated in the House of Commons 
that Great Britain, France and Russia 








for paying the indemnity due to Turkey. 


(Cnost La Cou -ntne pa Sszaon,) 


ANTI-SEMITIC DEMONSTRATIONS IN 
FRANCE. 


Par's, January 17, 

Crowds of people assembled in the streets of 
Patis last night shouting out epithets at Zola, 
who has been writing on the Dreyfus case, 
demanding the death of the Jews, and throwing 
stones into Zola’s residence in Rue Bruxelles. 
Fifteen arrests were made, About thirty patiiotic 
societies have demonstrated in the Place Ven- 
dome in honour of General Saussier, who has 
been teplaced as Generalissimo of the French 
army by General Jamont, 


: ‘ Paris, January 18. 
Anti-semitic demonstrations have taken place 
at Paris, Nancy, Clermont, Lyons, Nantes, Bor- 
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CHESS. 
3 a en 
All Communications to be 1d to the Cumse Eorron, 


_ The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 
side. 

The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, Uchi-Saiwaiecho Itchome (next to the Tokyo 
Club), 








Sotution or Propiem No. 355. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
1—Q to Kt7 1—K 0 B3 
toBs 2—K takes P 
3—Q to B 7, mate 
1—K to 


IKwRS 


2—Kt to Ki 5, ch 
if 2—K to B3 or 4 


3—Kt to Q 4, mate 
3—Q to B7, mate 
1—K to Kg 






2—Ki to Ks 2—K moves 
3—Q to R 7, mate 
I—K takes P 
4,ch 2—K to Ki 6 
3—O to Reg, mate 
ct solutions received from W.HLS., 





‘see the Problem is correct; you 


Rave up too soon, 
Prostem No. 358. 
By A. Sitvastan, Rio de Janeiro. 





White to inte in three moves. 


From tHe Bertin Tournament. 
Gam No. 359. 
MBTGER v. TSCHIGORIN. 
Bishop's Gam 











White.—Metger. Tschigorin 
wiitk, BLACK. . BLAeK. 
rP Ky P is 16 P B3(e) B Kits 
2P KBs 1792 Bxki 
3B Bs BQ 18 Re 
aK KBs Kt 19 PxKt 
SKi Bs) POs 20 R R3 
BPQ4 KKR4 | at Bakke 
3 Crstes PRR | 22 R KBsq 
aK BR3 23 RxRP 
9 Kt BK3(b) |24KRq 
10 BKa(c) Kt Kitz, 25 8 Kis 
i KixP. BxKt 26.Q Ka 
12BxB_ BB Qa(d)_ | 27 9 B3 
13BR6 Castles | 28 RxR 
1 Ku Bg Kz 29K Kg P KB4 
15 BQBy QxP 30 RxPch(1) Resigned. 





Notes (abridged) hy Emil Kemeny in The 


Ledger, Philadelphia. 


(a) P to Q 4 followed by Q R 5 chor Kito KB 
3, fs the usual defense. 

(b) Black could not guard the Pawn, and it 
would have been better to abandon it at once. 
Castles should have been played. 

(c) Well played. Black can not answer B takes 
Kt on account of P takes B, followed by B takes 
Ki. 

(d) Necessary, for Pto Q 5 was threaten’ 

(e) A very conservative White could 
have played Kt to Kt 5, which in all probability 
would have led to a speedy win. 

(1) Black should have played Q to B 4 ch, fol- 
lowed by Q takes K P, thus guarding the Kt. 
The next move enables White to establish a win. 
ning attack, 

(g) Better, perhaps, was P to K B 4, followed 
by K to B3 or Kto B 2 and K to K sq should 
White continue Q to R 6 ch and Q takes P ch. 
Black evidently ovetlooked the brilliant reply 
White had on hand. 

(h) He could not capture the Rook on account 
of Qto Kt 5 ch, followed eventually by Rto B 6 

© Q 10. Q 3, followed by Q Rt to Ksqor 8 R 
to K Bq, according to White's O aur 


K B 2 cominuntions as 
(owe sa eters seus Hie rayarse: 























have lost the K P, but this would have led to an 
even game, The R to R 5 play was premature. 
(ke) Q to K 2 conld have been played with safety. 
The saccifice of the Rook is unsound and causes 
defeat. 

(1) The decisive stroke, which very likely was 
overlooked by Black. 


A Cuess Srark. 

The appended gem game is well worth exami- 
nation, and is an excellent example of the late 
Captain Mackenzie's elegant style. It was played 
in the Paris tourney, 1878 :— 

Gaur No. 360. 


FRENCH DEFENCE. 
White—Mackensie. Black—Mason, 











1—Pto K 4 1—Pw K3 
2—Pw Q4 2—P 0 O4 
3—-Ki jo Q B3 3—Ki to KB 3 
4—P takes P 4—P takes P 
5—Ki to B3 8 10Q3 
6—B to Q3 6—Castle» 
7—Castles 7—Ktto B3 
—Bto K Kis 8—Kt to K2 
9—B takes Kt 9—P takes B 


1o—Ki to KR 4 10—K to Kt 2 
P to K B 4 was far preferable. 


u—QtoR5 11—R to Rsq 
12—Pio KB 4 12—P t0 Q B3 
13—R to B3. 13—Kt to Kt 3, 

RtoKBsq. 14—QtoB2 
is—Rt to K2 15—B to 


16—Ki to Ki 3 

17—Q to R 6, ch! 

A brilliant sacrifice, which speedily forces Black 
to surrender, 


18—Ki (R4)to Bs, ch 
19—Kt takes B, ch 
20—P to Ki 4, ch 


16—Q R to K Kisq 





17—K takes O 
18—B takes Ke 
19—K tw Ry 


or 
20—R to R 3. ch 
21—R takes Kt, ch 
22—R mates 


20—Kt to R 5 
2i—K te Kt 3 


20—K takes P 
21—R to Ki 3, ch 2i—K to Rg * 
22—B mates 
Gane No. 361. 
Below is the score of an interesting game played 
betweeii Lasker and Tschigorin, 


BVANS’ GAMBIT. 





White—Tschigorin, Black.—Lesker 

WHITE, BLACK. WHITE, BLACK. 
rPKg PKy 5 Kix BxKt 
2Kt KB3 Kt QB3 3(e) P OBS 
3B Bs BB Kz BK 
4PQKiy BxP 8 B Kis 992 
5PB3 BBa4(a) | 19QR B q $B3(h) 
6Casiles P PQ3 20PxP = PxP 
7P 4. 13(b) | 21 B By R KKt sq 
BP OR, Ke B3 22QB3 Castles 

9 BOK:5(c) P P Oks (oR) (i) 
19 Britt eh 23 KR KsqP Bs 
11P Rg b Re 24 a BKB, 
12 PxP(d) Kae 25 Ra RxP eh(j) 
13.9 Heate) PQ. 26 K Rsq RxBP 
14 Re Qyct) iesORP 27 Resigns 

NOTRS. 


(a) Lasker gives preference to English over the 
Continental usage in defending the gambit. 





(b) Ptakes P is universally secommended in- 





was ever before attempted in serious play. 
(c) Bto K Kt looks inviting, but is probably 
bad. On the other hand, B to Q Kt 5 simply 





means an exchange of the bishop for 
queen’s knight, 

(4) Q to Q 3 seems better here, as White's 
center pawns are his only compensation for his 
denuded queen’s side and exchanged king’s 
bishop. 

(e) Q 


equally atiac 
BP. 





to king's square would have been 
ing and also defensive of White's 








(1) An incomprehensible blunder which costs 
one more of White's queen side nawns. 

(g) White has now arrived at Q 3 in two moves 
and minus a pawn. 

(h) Black now proceeds to open his king’s 
knight's file on White's castled king. 

(i) The situation enables Black to do most any 
thing with impunity, 

(j) Of course king canuot take the rook ov ace 
count of Bto R 6 check, followed by Q to Kt 5 
winning. 





Winawi 

The story is told of Winawer that in 1867, 
Ie he was quite unknown as a chess player, he 
ed Rosenthal, his fellow-countryman, with 
information that it was his i 














Black’s | 


pete for the Emperor's 
of the year. Conversation ensued as follow 
R.—'So you_are a chess-player 7”, W.—* Why 
not?’ R.—'Do you now what first-class chess 
means?! W.—' I play chess—that is all [kuow.” 
R.— Let us have a game to night, and [ will give 
you some idea of how we play chess in Paris.’ 
‘hank you; I shall be very pleased.’ In 
the evening the men were set up, and Rosenthal 
removed his Queen’s Knight. Winawer s 
“You want to give mea Knight? Allright; I 
do not mind.’ Rosenthal lost two games aud 
then pleaded fatigue as a reason for not playing 
on level terms. ‘However,’ he added, * we shall 
meet in the tournament.” They did; Winawer 
won both the tourney games from Rosenthal, and 
eventually he came out second—one point behind 
Koliseh, 


ize in the great toumney 


























CHESS SONG. 
By Suerivr Srens. 
Tune— Comin’ thro? the rye.” 
Gin a body meet a body, 
Game at chess to trys 
Gin a body beat a body 
Need a body sigh? 
Ikea player has his losses, 
Few hae mais tha 
But aye I meet wi 










Gin a body play a body 

At the game of chess, 

He needna gloom, or fret and fume, 
Gin he’s 





+ his losses, 
tha 
‘The pieces yet aj 
“ Nane the waur,? 

Gin a body to a body 

Lose his Lonnie Queen 

He's daft ta tear nis scanty hair, 

Cursin’ foe and freen, 
lia player has his losses, 

Few hae mair than 1, 
Bat wherefore pine a game to tine®, 
“Nane the waur,” cry. 

Gin a body beat a body, 

Let the body ken 

That you can still defy his skill, 

An! fecht ower 
lika playe 
Mine I'll no den 
I fect again, and no in vain, 
“What the waur,” say [. 

(Fiom the Chess Bouquet, by Gitteus.) 
© To tine signifies to lose. 





























Yoxouama Cugss Crus. 


Only three games were played this week in the 
Championship Tourney and all were between 
Messts. Fox and Mendelson. The contest be- 
tween these competitors is now concluded, the te- 
sult :—Fox_ 2 wins, Mendel: The 
the first certain can 










b 









second sound, ‘The match betwee was 
somewhat remarkable frous the fact that in each of 
the five games the second player won, and that 





play all through proceeded in such a brilliant style 
and at such a tapid pace that endeavours on the 
part of onlookers to take down the score for us 
proved finitless. When Mr. Mendelson plays in 
the second round, we will try to make arrange: 
ments for having a cinematograph in attendance. 

In the  Secretary’s Handicap” Mr. Pollak has 
scored the first wit 











LATEST SHIPPING. 
eg 
ARKIVALS. 

Chusan, German steamer, 780, W. Wendt, 4th 
Feb.,—Hoilo, Sugar.—Simon Evers & Co. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,157, J. 
4th Feb,,—Shanghai via ports, 281 Jan., 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha 

Dagmar, Norwegian steamer, g2t, E. Amundsen, 
sth Feb.,—Hongkong, 27th Jan., Rice.—Simon 
vers & Co. 

Chowshan, British steamer, 1,282, Furgesson, 6h 
Feb..—Hongkong, goth J General.—Rice 
and Sugar,—Dodwell Ca:lill & Co. 

Tambs Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,800, H. Barnes, 
qth Feb.,—London via ports, and Kobe, 6th 
oftts General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

British steamer, 1,827, Bailey, 
ew York via ports and § 
ils Gth Feb. General.—Dudwell, Carlill & 





rei, 
Mails 






































H. Cross, 





3) AV, 





teamer, 1,73 








euition) ial dbyii= Q Skeby, Gifer 
URBANA: 





et 





sand Kebe, 7th 


WOE Stgetan & Co, 
MPAIGN 








CH/ 
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en 
RAW COTTON. 


Concord (6), U.S. gunboat, 1,710, Commander A. 
Walker, oth Feb.,—San Francisco via Hono. 
lulu. 

Cam, British steamer, 1,930, Pritchard, gih Fe 
—New York via Suez Canal, and Hongkov 
and Feb., Kerosene Oil.—Standard Oil Co. 

Bjorg, Norwegian steamer, 483, B. Nelson, roth 
Feb.,—Iloilo, 1st Feb., Sugar.—Chinese. 

Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, C. Hillcoat, 
roth Feb,—London and Antwerp via ports, 
and Kobe th Feb., General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Voronej, Russian steamer, 3,325, S. Andveieff, 
roth Feb.,—Nagasaki, 8h Feb., Gen 
Brow: Co. 

Loyal, German steamer, 1,237, Lorensen 











rith 
Feb.,—Hongkong, and Feb., General.—Simon 


Evers & Co. 
Natal, French steamer, 2,073, Kemes, rth Feb., 








les via ports, and Kobe, toth Feb., 

d General. —M. M. S.S. Co. 

ese steamer, 1,645, R. Sw: 

hanghai via ports, 5th Feb., Ma 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

British steamer, 992, 11th Feb,,—Sumatra, 
Oil. —Dodwell, Carliil & Co. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,662, A. Dixon, 12th 
Feb.,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and General. 
—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

E. B. Sutton, American ship, 1,639, Carver, 12th 

Sept, Kerosene Oil.— 














MAIL STEAMERS. 


ag a 
THE NEXT MAIL IS DUE 







From Line, Steamer. Date. 
America P.M.Co. Peru Su, Feb. 33 
0. & 0.Co. Dorie Su. Feb. 33 

C.P.R.Co, Em. of Japan 3 M. Feb. 24 

ND, Lloyd Hohensollern 4 W. Feb. 26 

P.& 0. Co. Rosetta s W. Eeb, 16 

O. & 0. Co. Coptic 6 Th. Feb. 20 

Hongkong P,M.Co, Chins Tu, Feb. 23 
Hongkong P.R.Co. Em.of ndia Th. Feb. 94 








x Left San Francisco via Honolulu on the 26th Jan, 
2 Left Nagasaki on the gth inst. 

3 Left Vancouver on the rst Jans 

4 Left Hongkong on the rith inst. 

5 Left Hongkong on the 6th ins 
6 Left San Francisco on the 3rd 


with the English Mail. 





THE NEXT MAIL LEAVES 







For Lines Steamer, Date, 

Hongkong C.PLR.Co, Em, of Japan Mi. Feb. 14 

Hongkong P.M,Co- Peru M. Feb. 14 

0.80. Co. Dorie Tu. Feb. 15 

N.Y.K. Kobe Mara Tu, Feb. 35 

| MM. Co, Natal W. Feb. 36 

N.Dst Hobenzollern Eri, Feb. 18 

0.0. Co, Coptic M, teb.ar 

Hongkong P.&0.Co, Rosetta ‘To. Feb. a2 
America .. P.M, China Th. 

Canada, & C.P.R.Co, Emsof China tri, : eb.as 








DEPARTURES. 
Kamakura Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,600, l'rennt, 
sth Feb.,—London and Antwerp via ports, 
Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T. 
Smith, sth Feb.,—San Francisco via Honolulu, 
Mails and General.—P. x 
Benlarig, Britis steamer, 1 
Feb.,—Hongkong via Kobe, C 








e, gth 
neral,—Cornes 













Shanghai, British steamer, 2,163, E. P. Bishop, 
Gih Feb.,—London via ports, Mails and Ger 
ral—P, & O. S.N. Co. 

Canton, British steamer, 1,110, S. Wilde, 6th Feb., 





—Moji via Kobe, Bailast,—Jardine Mathieson 
& Co. 

Nestor, British steamer, 2,417, Asquith, 6.1 Feb. 
—London via ports, General.—Butterfield & 
Swire. 

Tenshin Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,894, F. W. 
Horton, 6th Feb.,—Seattle Wash., via Kobe, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha 

Nervite, British steamer, 3,155, Wm. Daniel, 7c 
Feb.,—Kobe, Oul.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Rohilla, British steamer, 2,216, Lockyer, 8th 
Feb.,—Hongkong via Kobe and Nagasaki, 
Mails aud General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Nagato Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,149, J. S 
dzu, 8th Feb.—Shanghai via ports, Mails and 
Getieral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Matsuyama Maru, Japanese steame' 

Nirei, 8th Feb.,—B. i 
General.—Ni 

Eureka, Ame! i 
—Kobe; Ballast.—T, M. Laffin, 

Omi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,533, C. Young, 
roth Feb.,—Sydney and Melbonine via ports, 
Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Else, G 1 steamer, 747, Peterson, 11th Feb., 

‘oji, Ballast. —Jardine Matheson & Co. 
Lyderhorn, Norwegian steamer, 2,014, Hammeras, 
11th Feb,,—Kobe, General. —Fiazar & Co. 

_Deike Rickmers, German steamer, 2,361, Miller, 
gth Feb,,—Bremen and Hamburg via ports, 
General.—M. Raspe & Co. 

Olympia (14), U.S. flagship, 5.870, Capt. Gridley, 
11th Feb.,—Hongkong. 


















1,934. J 
» Mails and 

































PASSENGERS. 
UBPARTRD. 

Per American steamer City of Peking, for San 
Francisco via Honolulu :—Mr. W. I. Abbott, Mr. 
fel L. D. Borthwick U.S.N., Mis. Borthwick, 

surg. Col. W. F, Center, Mrs. W. F. Cer 
Mrs. C. G, Calkins, Mv, B. Choykovsky, Maj 
and Mis. |. A. Darling U.S.N,, Mr. V. Diakonoff, 
Me, A, Gourdon, Miss Hastings and maid, Me, 
M. Henley, and M:, Wm. McDonald U.S.N., in 
tabin, 

P 














British steamer Shanghai, for London and 
ports :—Capt. Luizi Arman in cabin, 

Per British steamer Rohilla, for Hongkong and 
ports:—Mr. Chue Yuen Hen, Mr. J. H. Fisher, 
Me. W. M. Johnestone & valet, Mr. N. Holmes, 
Mc. E, Becker, Di. H. Kempte, Mr. RJ. Kirby, 
Mr, C. W. M. Bich, Mr, J. Kawgyey Me. H. I 
Chope, Capt. W, r C5 ve 
Bishop McKim, Bioptaetet by ORY 
aud 10 Chinese and 2 infants, aud 1 Japanese 
steerage. 
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been transacted 
Prices ave well 


ness has also 
scies and woollens. 

Some c 
heen made raw colto: 
slight reductions from current rates. 







COLLON PHECIC GOO nS 


.jylncher $255 to2 85 


Grey Shue tings 84M, 984 yd 
Grey Shistings—alh, yd yd 







2.80 to 3.35, 
185 ty 200 
1.95 to 2 90 
200 t3 3.75 


0 184 too a5 


$0.30 ts 0.50 
0.35 to o.4t 





o 30 to 0.324 


wast 0.a7h 










Mousseline def 

a1 inches... 
Cloths—Pilotn, 51% 
ct P 





was tw uaa 


501 9.45 18050 




















iidewtn, 51 40 56 inebe 0.60 to 075 

9 $0 10 0.85 

W 50 ts 0 60 

438.50 to 39.50 

1. 4800 to 43 00 

44:00 to 45.00 

. 32, Doubles 46.00 to 48.00 
. 42, Doubles St75tO $4.50 
+ 1/60, Plain Gr 60 to 62.00 
2/80, Plain 75.0010 77.00 
2/100, Plain . 199.00 to +00 00 
» 2/60, Gassed 72.000 79 00 


Nos. 2 80, Gassed 


§o.00 to 95.00 
2/100, Gassed.. H 


2,00 to 124.00 










9-75 
8 00 to 18.75 


Chinese... 10.00 to 204 


MICHAELS 
Very little is doing in the metal market. A lage 





shipment of pig iron to Kobe is expected to atrive 
shortly and buyers are waiting for a fall in p 







420 10 4.50 
5.10 10 5.30 
.20 tO 10.50 
600 to 6.50 
59010 600 
2.05 to 2 20 
1-$:00 tO 5.25 


The market is dull, and with recent artiv: 
Kobe and Yokohama prices appear likely to 
‘The ship £. B. Sutton, aud the steamer Cam 
artived from New York during the week with full 
cargoes, and some 40,000 cases of Sumatra oil are 
expected to arrive in afew days. A portion of the 
latter's cargo has already been placed alj$t.go per 






$2.04 to 2.10 
2.00 to 2.19 
1.96 





Sales have been faiily active in Brown at well 
sustained prices. ‘The stock of Manila, which was 
exhausted last week, has been replenished by two 
cargoes from Iloilo, a portion of which is for ordec. 
White refined is in fair demand at former prices. 




















$4.35 to 4-40 
4.50 to £.35 
85 to 3.90 
8 
5 
3 











S 
5 to 4.50 
© to 7.00 


3 
3.85 
6.50 t 
7.35 '© y.00 








EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK 








ated at 11,900 boxes, ar bout 6,000 piculs, 
Shipments have been 46 bales for Europe per 
Rohilla and 998 bales per City of Peking for 
Ainevica, 





quotations. 







































Filatures—Iatra git, rolia den Nominal 

Filatures—Extra 13/15, 14/160 $930 to g4o 

Filatures—No, ty 10/13 deniers 920 to 930 

Filatures—No. 1, 3/15, 14/164 880 to 800 

Bilatures—No. 14, 10/14 denies Q00 to 910 

Filatures—No. 09. 13/16, 04/17 0 S350 to 860 

Filatures—No. 2, soits de S50 to 860 

Filatwes—to. 2, 14 1Kde 820 to 830 

| Reteels—Not, 13/15, 1416 den. 890 to goo 

Re-teels—to. 6, rgity de 820 to 830 

| Re-teels—No. a, Boo to 810 

| Re-teels—No 780 to 70 
Ri n = 

840 to 850 

820 to 830 

| 790 to 800 

| 760 to 770 


WASTE SI . 

‘The activity which characterised the market last 
week has been succeeded by a very quiet time, salet 
during the last eight days only amounting to abous 
757 boxes, Stocks amount to 8.000 boxes and 
prices The Rohilla took 366 * 























wu is NOT A DYE, 1 








will p 











EXTR 





NOTE.—Thirty yrare Profesent of Hate Spreities 

GEO. COUR 

le Laboratory, 8, Bishop's Co 
PRICES: 





EYEBROWS, &c. 
COURTICE’S 
CONCENTRATED 


ALLS 


WM tor 


7 GF 


ROY 


tly harmle 





AG 





1 Not Gil in w concent 
Wy Cries by makin Byte Me 
et Boneh 


TICE & CO, 









Runoncaty Inwer 





igihal@hancery Lane, London 


oo. WNIVERSET VOOR TLLINGIS true. 
This EXTRACT |> INVALUASLE fR yb feis\a CL { it i Py Ceitur cicse to the Sri. 


134,000 cattie 
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QUOTATIONS. 


» Best 
» Good 






115 to 120 








. of low grades only, amon 


23% 
$27 to28 
23 to 24 
ito 
19 to 20 





EXCHANGE. 
On Landon, demand, 2.0}. 
2/ors 
2/ot 
2/ok 
20% 
a/oty 









- Private 4 months’ s 
— 6months' sig 
Bank sight 
On Lyons —Private 4m 
wv Hongkong—Bank sight ., 
— Private ro days'sight 
Ov Shanghai—Bank sight 








Pr 
Ov lndia— Bank sight, 
= Private 30 da 






The only shipment has been 709 
packages per City of Peking for America, 













How's 


AOLINE.. 


es Most Refreshing.” 


NICE ALWA 





Daiciousty REVIVING IN 
jOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true ees perfume 
made from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 


“AOLENE” PERFUME. “Most Refreshing.” 


“AOLINE” TOILET SOAP 
‘tor the Complexion, 
“AOLINE” TOILET POWDER imparts « 


delightfal bloom to the complexion. 


“AOLINE” SACHETS. Dalene foe Beaties: 





eantifying for the complexion, 
Of all Chemiate and Stores, 

4. KE. ATKINSON; Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 
ISeRSTORS OF THK CELEURATED 
“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Scent."—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor’ 


January rst, 1898. 1y. 


CARD. 


REGINALD H. MARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 


AG: prepared to execute orders for AUSTRA- 
LEATHER, 


LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, 
and BONES. 
Address : 
Care of Japanrse ConsuLate, 
98, Queen Street, Melbourne 


December 18th, 1897.0) 


CUTICURA oS" 





LUXURIANT LUSTROUS HAIR 


With clean, wholesome Scalp, free from itching, bleeding, and scaly eruptions, pro- 
duced by warm shampoos with Curtcura Soar, and frequent dressings with Cur 
CURA, greatest of emollients and purest of skin cures. ‘This treatment clears the scalp 
and hair of crusts, scales, and dandruff, soothes irritated and itching surfaces, stimu- 
lates the hair follicles, nourishes the rcots and makes the hair thick, soft, and glossy. 


foi throughout, the world, riah depot: F, Neneay,& Sone, Tandon. Torres, Davo, sn Cex. 
Cons Sole Props, Boson, U-8, A- war" Hiow to Produce Luxurient Hair,” @ Gk-page book, post fre 
















162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


TwE OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
~ January Ist, 1896, 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, tollet 
‘soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 


MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


Address Yessts, C. ROHDE & Co, 




















Beingisin 


ee A 











November 21st, 1896. 








ILKMAID 


CONDENSED MILK 


. Tho ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
reiined sugar added. 
Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
eream has been abstracted, and ask for 





fee 








the ‘‘ Milkmaid” (Brand,;the best for all 


PUFPOBPEUNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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Trade Mark on every Casting. 





acfarlane’s Castings 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“ SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” . 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSEKVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 
NUMEROUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERKNT REQUIREMENTS. 


MACFARLANES GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY 
TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 
WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 











g\ The Physician’s Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and Gravel; the 
safest and most gentle 
Medicine for Infants. 
Children, Delicate Fe~ 
males, and the Sidr 
ness of Pregnancy. 





@he Universal Remedy for ‘Acidity of the Stomach, 
‘Beadache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Billous Affections. 














Sold Throughout the World. 


N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


iEA LEA & PERRINS 


OBSERVE THAT THE 
SIGNATURE 














18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 

DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 
















CUTSIDE WRAPPER 3 

of every Bottle of the 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE S 
Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, | 2 
Worcester ; & 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London; = 
and Export Oilmen generally. a = 
RETAIL EVERYWHE ; a 








Gheapest for Beef Tea cand Kitchen Use. : 
LIEBIG 


COMPANY'S EXTRAGT. 


Always look for the ELUE SIGNATURE. 

There are many imitations which have 

not the same flavour and are not so 
carefully manufactured. 








— WATERING 
> APPARATUS 


Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
and Street Washers. 













* Gun-Metal, and Cast: 


Tron Cock 
| E, GUESHIER, E.6.?., 
| engineer and Gock Mnfrs 
or of ACHILLE CADET) 
ue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 


| Hydropathic and Massage Arpars 
| tus supplied to. the Vichy Co 

“Vapour Baths (Berthe systen:) 
{ 












Apply te Bowes <b 
MPG Prewurnnni & Coy Paki 


ated 


December 5, 1896 





BUYERS’ GUIDE 


18SUED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & GO. 


‘THE GREAT MAIL ORDER HOUSE, 


Chicago, U.S.A. 
ISTHE MOST COMPLETE INTHE WORLD 


thas more than 14.000 illustrations, about 4009 
ices, we 


it 
Wo give it away. ‘To introdt 
se faciiitics wo will send free 


Srv Guides” an 
Foreten Bzere wich 
‘Sond 
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HOLLO WAY's S PILLS. 
PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
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THE NEW TARIFF. 


“Corns of the NEW TARIFF, as passed 
by the Imperial Diet, can be obtained at 
this Office in pamphlet form. Price, 25 Cents. 
| Yokohama, April 27th, 1897. 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

No aotice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘JAPAN 
Werxiy Matt’? mast be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
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BIRTHS. 

AtNo. 7, Mount Aden Paik, Lordship Lane, 
Dulwich, on the gth January, 1898, the wife of 
Wittiam Hoaaan ofa Sou. 
the February, at 3 Queen's Garden, 
Hongkong, the wile of J) T, Laurs, of a son, 

At13, Bubbling Well Road, Shanghai, on the 
gist January, the Wife of CHARLES Grant, of 


4 Daughter. 
DEATHS. 

At the General Hospital, Shanghai, on the 7th 
of February, 1898, F. C. GooDatt, aged 23 years. 

At the Government Civil Hospital, on Monday, 
the 7th inst, from compound fracture of the skull, 
Acpert Georce (aged 7} years), only son of 
Auice and Jouw Barny, 11a, Praya East, Hong- 
kong. 
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SUMMARY’ OF NEWS. 





By a fire in Hakodale on the 13th inst. 300 
houses were reduced to ashes. 





Captain and Miss Minter left Japan on the 
15th inst, by the Empress of Fapan. 


Over 1,100 deaths from plague occurred in 
Bombay in the week ended roth February, 


Cuina is reported to have granied Great Britain 
the right to carry the Burmah railway into 
Yunnan, 


A coxistow occurred in Nagasaki harbour on 
the 8th inst, between the iby Can and 


o25 








the Russian gunboat Zabiaka. 
received serious damage. 


Neither vessel 


Tue Rassian cruiser Tamboff, (8,640 tons) has 
left Odissa for Viadivostock with one thousand 
troops on board. 
Cuina has agreed to pay compensation for the 
kidnapping of a Frenchman in Tonking by 
Chinese brigands. 





Tue LIoterport Football match between Yoko- 
hama and Kobe takes place at the latter port on 
the 26th instant, 


A joint-stock glass manufacturing company in 
Yokohama obtained a license from the Govern- 
ment on the 14th inst, 


Tue M. M. steamer Sydney is reported to have 
taken a million yen in gold from Kobe for 
London on the 4th inst. 


Tue death of Count Kalnoky, former Austro- 
Hungarian Minister for Foreign Affairs, etc., 
was announced on the 15th inst, 


A Great conflagration has occurred in Manila, 
from which the losses are estimated at $700,000 
insured and $2,000,000 uninsured. 





Navan manceuvres by the Japanese Standing 


3|Squadron were to take place for a fortnight 


from the 15th inst. off the port of Shimidzu. 


‘Tue City tax has been raised in Tokyo to pro- 
vide funds for the repair of the roads, which 
are generally in a wretched condition, 


Jaranxsk coal has risen enormously in price, 
and is still rising, owing to large demands from 
Hongkong, Shanghai, etc., and for naval 
requirements, 


A spit is reported to have occurred among the 
united steamship companies running from Japan 
to European ports. owing to which freights have 
been reduced from 32s, to 228, 





Tur P.& O. steamer Borneo ran aground on 
the Saratoga Spit, coming up to Yokohama on 
the 14th inst., but got off with assistance from 
other vessels the following day. 





Tug present compound of the Kobe Customs is 
to be greatly enlarged, and a bill asking for a 
vote of yen 168.000 for the purpose will be sub- 
mitted to the Diet next session, 


Tux number of law suits brought by Japanese 
aguinst foreigners in the various Consulates at 
Yokohama through the Kanagawa Prefectural 
Office during last year was 54. 


Miss Erste Apavg, with her husband, Mr. Van- 
derlip, and Prof, Hoffman gave a successful 
variely entertainment at the Public Hall, Yoko- 
hama, on Wednesday evening last. 


Tux British battleship Victorious, which recently 
left England (or the China station, ran aground 
at Suez on the 13th inst. and had to discharge 
her coal and possibly her guns, to get off. 


eee 
Tue Yokohama Bazaar and the Kyowa Club in 
connection with it, started by the Japanese 
Trade Guilds of Yokohama, were opened on 
the 15th inst. in the building beside the Cricket 
Greund. 


It is proposed by the Niigata Prefectural 
Assembly to construct a hatbour at a cost of 
yén 14,000,000, but they have no ides as to 
where they are to getthe money, A foreign loan 
is proposed, 


Tur Russo-Korean Bank, with a capital of 
ae is reporied to have opened in Séul 


on the 13th inst, The Bank is to manage the 
finances of the Korean Treasury, which has 
deposited yen 100,000 with it. 





Yosuimura Haruo, an official of the Tsu branch 
of the Mitsui Bank, who absconded with yen 
19,000 belonging to the bank, has been arrested 
at Osaka and sent to the preliminary Court for 
examination, 


A TerriBie explosion is said to have occurred 
on the U.S, man-of-war Maine in Havannah 
harbour on the 15th instant by which the ship 
was completely wrecked and 200 of her crew are 
reported to be missing. 








Trovsce has arisen between the United States 
and Spain over a letter written by Senor 
Delome, Spanish Minister to Washingion, in 
which he described Mr. McKinley as a “low 
class politician, who caters to the rabble.” 
Senor Delome’s resignation has been accepted. 


On the r2th inst. a train composed of three 
Passenger cars and two Inggage vans, from 
Choshi Station, ran off the rails between Asahi 
and Yokkaichi Stations, Five passengers were 
more or less injured, It was afterwards found 
that the screw of the points had been purposely 
taken away by some person, 


Tue President of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha has 
commenced an action in the Tokyo Local Court 
against the Hokuyetsu Steamship Company for 
$80,000 as compensation for the damage sug- 
tained by the N.Y.K. steamer Kinshin Maru 
through collision on the rath of December last 
with the Hokuyetsu Steamship Company's 
steamer Hokushin Maru, in the vicinity of 
Uraga, Sagami Province, 


Tux round-the-world cyclists, Messrs. Fraser, 
Lowe and Lunn, arrived in Yokohama on 
Tuesday evening, being met at Totsuka by a 
party of wheelmen from Yokohama. On Wed- 
nesday afternoon they rode to Tokyo, a small 
contingent of Tokyo cyclists meeting them and 
escorling them to the Club and Imperial Hotel. 
On the way to Tokyo Mr. Lunn met with an 
accident resulting in a gash on the knee and a 
cut 





Tue Import market, 
plaints of tightne: 





spite of continued com. 
of money and high rates of 
interest, show: Ithier tone than it has done 
for a long time past, s0 far as cottons are con- 
cerned, grey shirtings having been lurgely dealt 
in, while yarns also have shared in the improve- 
ment in the market, Metals generally remain 
very inactive, bar iron being the only line in 
which any considerable business has been tran- 
sacted. There has been a slump in the kerosene 
market, attributable, itis said, to large arri 
and the low price of the Sumatra oil now obtain- 
able. Prices both for American and Russian 
have dropped to the lowest summer quotations, 
and even at these rates hard to do buai- 
ness. Sales of brown sugar about keep pace 
with arrivals, which have been almost entirely 
from Manila, Little has been done in white 
Tefined. In exports, silk is the only staple in 
which any large business las been done. At 
the beginning of the week the market was quite 
excited and large seitlements were made at 
rising prices, This quieted down, however, 
aftera day or two aud since then there has 
been a (air, steady busivess done, The export 
of raw silk from Yokohama from rst July to 
end of January last amounted to 45,113 bales— 
27,541 to Europe and 17,572 to America. 
Nothing is doing in tea, and there isno change 
to note in general exports, such as rice, fish-oil, 
copper, &c., the demand for which is firm, 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS: 


ee eS 

The 15th of March is the day fixed for the 
general election. Already the various political 
parties have taken the field, and in every con- 
stituency candidates are canvassing. But what 
does the public know about the platforms of the 
different parties? Who can tell which party is 
for increased taxation; which for reduced ex- 
penditures ; which for cutting down the scheme 
of army expansion? Strange to say, not one of 
the parties has thought it necessary to submit 
to the electors a plain and distinct exposition of 
its political views, It appears to be thought 
sufficient that a man should call himself a 
“ Progressist,” ora “ Liberal,” or a ‘ National 
Unionist,” or what not. But, so far as the pur- 
poses of practical politics are concerned, the 
people do not know what is meant by a Pro- 
gressist or a Liberal. They have no clear idea 
of the distinction between the views of persons 
calling themselves by such names, On the 
other hand, the issues that the country has to 
consider are very plain and very important. If 
the present scale of public expenditure be con- 
tinued, the taxes must be increased, Are the 
expenditures 10 be reduced? If so, in what 
direction? Some persons are understood to be 
opposed to the development of the military 
forces on the lines of the scheme adopted by 
the Diet in the session of 1896-7. But to cut 
down the proposed establishment by two or 
three Divisions would afford very little relief 
to the finances, and certainly would not remove 
more than a fraction of the deficit that hasto be 
Some other economies have to be effect- 
ed, if economy is to be the order of the day. 
What are those economies? If, again, the scale 
of expenditure is to remain as it is while the 
burden of taxation is not altered, whence can 
the necessary funds be obtained? In default 
of the nataral remedy, additional imposts, some 
other source of income must be found? What 
is it? Further, there was vague condemnation 
of the late Government's foreign policy. What 
other lines would the political parties have 
statesmen follow? All these are plain questions 
inviting explicit answers. Constitutional in- 
stitutions become a mere farce if the represen- 
tatives of the people confine themselves to a 
purely destructive and negative 1le, Upon 
them, not less than upon the Ministers of the 
Crown, devolves the responsibility of mapping 
out the country’s course and forming public 
opinion. It will not do for them merely to 
stand forth as opponents of the Cabinet, or 
followers of this leader or of that. They have 
to declare their opinions ; to indicate the routes 
that they desire to see adopted. Otherwise 
they sink to the level of mere obstructiot or 
blind partizans. Unfortunately they have not 




















recognised that plain fact. On the eve 
of the general elections they . maintain 
absolute silence with regard to the great 
problems of the time, and leave the con- 


stituencies either to form bewildered guesses as 
to their opinions or to be blindly guided by 
their party appellations, That is a poor part 
to play in the drama of constitutional govern- 
ment. Such are the views of the Michi Nichi! 
Shimbun. 


ate 


The #ifi Skempo is strongly in favour of 
granting to China an extension of the period 
originally fixed for the payment of the Indem- 
nity. The Peking Government is naturally 
anxious to pay off the remainder of the Indem- 
nity by May next, because, by so doing, it would 
save all the interest hitherto disbursed, and 
would, moreover, obtain immediate re-posses- 
sion of Wei-hai-wei. Even supposing that the 
whole sum is not paid off in May, the regular 
installments have to be handed over daring 
the year, namely, 173, millions of taels in May 
and 3} millions in November. Thus China 
sees herself obliged to borrow money, and the 
borrowing threatens to cost her dear, There 
are plenty of would-be lenders. Russia is only 
too willing to supply the required amount, but 
Russia attaches to the accommodation condi- 
tions destined to prove far more expensive to 


China than any disadvantages es g from 








oogle 


failure to discharge her whole debt to Japan 
at once. England is also ready to fur- 
nish the money, but, though her conditions are 
much less onerous and objectionable than those 
formulated by Russia, to accept her offer would 
place the Chinese Governmant in an embarass- 
ing situation vis-d-vis the Great Northern 
Power. Under the circumstances, China would 
fain have had equal recourse to each of the self- 
proposed creditors, but neither of them saw its 
accountin that arrangement, The result is that 
China finds herself terribly perplexed, and knows 
not which way to arn, Is it not Japan's duty, 
and would it not be for her interest, to step into 
the breach by granting to China an extension 
of the period originally fixed for the payment of 
the Indemnity? It is enough for Japan that 

shall receive the interest regularly up to 1902, 
when, according to the Shimonoseki arrange- 
ment, the last installment falls due, She hae 
in Wei-hai-wei an excellent security for the ul- 
timate payment, and she can easily make 
financial arrangements to meet the altered pro- 
gramme. On the other hand, the relief that 
such a course would afford to China can not he 
doubted. Of course the Peking Government 
wants money for many purposes—for the de- 








a 





velopment of the country’s resources and 
for the rehabilitation of its armaments, But 
its pressing reason for seeking & loan 


was to pay off the Indemnity, and if that 
Pressure were removed, the difficulties of 
the situation would be immensely lightened. 
Japan does not desire to see China crushed or 
partitioned. She doés not wish to see her 
neighbour tied up by engagements conceived 
expressly for the purpose of furnishing pretexts 
for foreign aggressions hereafter. Now is the 
time to come to China’s assistance in a practi- 
cal and substantial manner. 


. 
ane 

A writer in the Matnichi Shimbun discusses 
the true foreign policy of the country. It will 
be surmised al once that any one obtaining 
access to the editorial columns of that journal 
is opposed to the army-increment programme, 
The writer in question is very emphatic on that 
point, He considers that Japan has no need of 
& strong military force. She undoubtedly wants 
a powerful navy, but even though she contem- 
plated a policy of armed aggression on the 
Asiatic Continent, the force that some of her 
statesmen think of organizing is excessive. Its 
dimensions are beyond her financial capacities, 
and the effort of maintaining it would cripple 
her before she even took the field. Her true 
policy should be one of defence on the north 
and commercial expansion in a southerly 
direction, Formosa being her chief basis of 
operations for the latter purpose. One would 
imagine from the excitement into which 
people have recently been thrown thal the 
aggressive tendencies of Europe against the 
Orient had only just been discovered, But they 
have been operative for the past century. The 
sole difference is that they seem to have now 
developed a specially active phase. European 
aggression, however, must be recognised as a 
perpetual factor in Oriental politics, a factor to 
be constantly reckoned with in shaping an 
Eastern State's procedure. It is easy to talk of 
preserving the balance of power, but immensely 
difficult to determine whether the scale swings 
evenly, or whether it is tilted in either direction, 
The statesmen of a country must choose their 
general course and pursue it with the least pos. 
sible deviation, Since the Liao-tung affair, 
Russia has been “regarded as an enemy by the 
Japanese nation, But she was not so regarded 
previously, (n the contrary, she took jnfinite 
pains to cultivate Japanese amity, and she suc- 
ceeded toa great extent, There is no apparent 
reason why she should be counted a foe, At 
all events, if opposed by Japan she can strike 
at her opponent’s head, whereas Japan could 
only hope to wound her foot. An alliance to check 
her might be very advantageous: the writer in the 
Mainichi does not under-estimate its value. But 
he evidently advocates an understanding with 
her rather than an aititude of hostility, and he 
is emphatically of the opinion that a country 
should be quite clear about its own policy 
before entering into an alliance with any foreign 














State. ‘I'he article is vaguely worded, but we 
interpret it to mean that Japan's direction of 
natural expansion is likely to bring her into 
collision with England rather than with R 
and that it would be better for her to agree will 
the latter Power than to defy it by joining hands 
with the former. ante 


The Mippon has two articles in which it dis- 
cusses the policy of the Occident towards the 
Orient. The trident of Neptune, it says, is the 
scepire of the world’s sovereign, and England 
has held it formanyayear. Other Powers may 
be great on shore, but England rules sea, 
Gradually, however, means of communications 
have been so much improved that old-time con- 
ditions are greatly altered. It is now le 
difficult to cross the Atlantic than it was 
formerly to get from one country to another 
Europe. Pari passu with this development 
of communications, the aggressive appetite of 
the West has expanded. In other days, only 
two or three nations turned their eyes to far-die- 
tant fields, and among these England was pre- 
ent. She carried her flag everywhere and 
obtained possession of nearly all the places 
favourable for colonization, thus enormously 
growing in wealth and influence. But now her 
example finds many imitators, the latest of 
whom is the Emperor of Germany, Weary of 
supporting in Europe a military burden which 
taxes his country’s strength severely without 
adding anything to its resources, his Majesty 
bas turned his glance abroad and conceived 
the idea of foanding another empire in Ch 
Russia and France have similar ambitions, but 
it was reserved for Germany to strike the most 
decisive cowp—' the coup of a pirate.” There 
is, indeed, such a thing as international law. 
European nations observe its provisions in 
dealing with one another, Bat they interpret 
it ina wholly different manner when dealing 
with the Orient. The distinction bas become 
more marked than ever of recent ye: Civi- 
lization may have progressed, but the spirit of 
equity has certainly become less effective. In 
former years commerce led the way and armed 
force followed after to support its claims if 
necessary. But now, shown by Germany 
at Kiao-chou, force leads the way and trade 
follows in its footsteps, No student of the 
limes can read their main lesson wrongly. 
Europe’s attention used to be concentrated on 
the regions in the east of the Mediterranean. It 
has now been transferred to Eastern Asia, 
Africa, South America, and Australasia have 
been exploited one after the other, and all their 
choice localities appropriated. remains 
only the Far East. There European aggression 
finds a wide arena. The vital question is, what 
are the limits of the Far East for the purposes 
of this aggressive programme? Is Japan in- 
cluded within them? About China and Korea 
there can be no doubt, Their integrity is not 
to be respected : they are evidently to be treated 
like Africa and the Austr: jan islands, Bat 
Japan—does Europe regard her also as lying 
within the sphere of exploitation? 

. 


ae 

The Shogyo Shimpo goes straight to the root 
of things, It declares that the peace of the 
East depends upon Japan, England may be 
said o control Russia ; Russia to control Eug- 
land, but Japan, in a certain sense, controls 
them both. The two great rivals in the East 
are England and Russia. The latter is incom- 
parably powerful on land; the former sules the 
ocean, Even with France for ally Russia hesi- 
tates to strike at England, but England, on her 
side, is equally destious to avoid a collision with 
Russia, In faci, it may be said that both Siates 
are honestly anxious for peace and genuinely 
averse to defying each other to combat. But 
circumstances are inexorably forcing them into 
the lists and their ullimate collision is almost 
inevitable. The two nations are profoundly 
sensible of the fact. When Germany seized 
Kiao-chou, England showed little excitement. 
Germany’s potentialities in the Orient did 
not disturb her, But when Russia utilized 
the occasion to occupy Port Arthur, England 
rose up at once, and British men-of-war sud- 
denly became ubiquitous. It is beyond ques- 
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tion that if either of these giants were convinced 
of his inability to meet the other in combat, the 
preservation of peace would be guaranteed. It 
rests with Japan to establish that preponderance. 
The balance of power is in her hands. Ina 
very few years, she will be able to send to sea a 
fleet of over eighty ships with a displacement 
of a quarter of a million tons, and to put in the 
field an army of half a million men, Her 
alliance would give complete control of the 








situation to either England or Russia, which- | Yin! 


ever she joined. There is no misconcep- 
tion about that in Europe. 
London Zimes discussed the advisability ot such 





an alliance, and the St. Petersburg Movesti was| 


equally emphatic as to the advantage of an un- 
derstanding between Russia and Japan. 
empire may not yet have qualified to rank 
among the Great Powers. It has still a con- 
erable interval to travelebefore it reaches that 
goal, But it has acquired for itself a position 
in the East of which it may well be proud. Ik 
stands between England and Russia, To which- 
ever of the two it holds out its hand, on that 
side the preponderance is established. 











‘The Yomiuri Shimbun writes enthusia 





ally 


about the prospects of Japanese emigration to | Kom 


Pera, An agreement bas been concluded by 


which the Morioka company undertakes to|. 


furnish thirty thousand Japanese labourers for 


agricultural and mining purposes in that coun. | fj 





that Sonth America possesses all the qualifica- 
tions to be a principal field for Japanese enter- 


it naturally lends the support of its voice 
scheme. 
project in Brazil may perhaps have the effect of 
making some Japanese look coldly upon the Pera 
vian undertaking, and others may recall the sei- 
zure of illegally procured labourers for Peru, 
several years ago, in » Japanese port, as well as 
the recent failure of Peruvian silver mii 
all these things are referable to consi 
which do not affect the present enterprise. Petu 
has shown herself most anxious to obtain Jap: 
ese immigrants, and is evidently willing to wel- 














come them, not in the capacity of labonrers| 


only, but also in that of citizens. There are 
immense opportunities for development in the 
country, which, despite its rich resources, has a 








population of only four persons to the square| # 
If this emigration scheme is successtul—| 6 


mile, 
and there is no reason to doubt that it will 
be—it ought to prove the gate for a wave of 
Japanese enterprise into South America, 
question is not one of the emigrants’ advantage 
alone. A prospect of Japanese tradal develop- 
ment unfolds itself also. For thirty thousand 
ly means a considerable de- 





gradual introduction of Japanese manufactures 
into Pern, where they will become known with 
a rapidity that would not have been possible 
under other circumstances, Already the textile 
fabrics of this country find a market in South 
America off Hongkong, and it may be reason- 
ably hoped that a direct route thither will now 
be opened for them. The Yomruri devotes 
two articles to this subject, but it appears to us 
that a very brief epitome will suffice for our 
readers, as the vernacular jouroal’s chief object 
in writing is to render the enterprise popular 
among its nationals. 














BANKING IN FAPAN. 
+ 

The Hochi gives au interesting review of 
banking business in Japan during the past year. 
Last year, the spirit of reckless speculation 
awakened by the late war with China having 
gradually died away, a natural reaction en- 
sued. The anxiety entertained as to the pro- 
posed alteration in the Coinage System and the 
commercial panic by which Osaka was disturb- 
ed had also the effect of holding the banks 
in constant apprehension, Tightening of the 
money market was the inevitable result, and 
daily interest of over 3 ses became an or- 
dinary rate for loans. That the banks were 








In December the | 3 


This} 1 


Such | & 

an assertion may seem vainglorious, but its] 

truth, the Shogyo thinks, cannot be questioned. | x; 
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The failure of the emigration | } 





The} & 
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thus enabled to realize abnormal profils towards 
the end of the year was by no means surpris- 
ing. It may interest readers to peruse a com- 


parative table showing the results of the various 
banks’ transactions :-— 
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FAPANESE COMPANIES. 


ps Take a bacittastea 

With regard to the varions leading companies 
in the empire the Keisaé Zasshi publishes the 
following table :— 





















Name of Co. Location, 


Rice Exchange 
Kioto Electric 
Tokyo Real Estate 
Copper & fron 
Nichir 





Tokyo Spinn.ng.. 
Shimotuke 


‘Spinni 
| Dock 





Fokuyama 
Kioto Rice Exchange. 
vaakka Stock Exchange 
Kishiweda "Brick 

Manutacturiog ow 








GREAT FIRE IN MANILA. 


eels are aithy 

A private telegram of the 7th received in 
Shanghai from Manila, reports the occurrence 
there of a conflagration in which nearly the 
whole of Rosario Street was involved. In- 
sured losses were estimated at $700,000, witha 
balance of $2,000,000 uninsured, 
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MARQUIS ITO AND THE LIBERALS. 
eae Tae 

On the night of the 6th instant, Marquis Ito 
entertained Count Itagaki and some members 
of the Lower House belonging to the Liberal 
Party. Daring the evening he delivered an 
address in which, after stating that the constitu- 
tion of Japan differs from those of the various 
nations of Europe, and so ought not to be form- 
ulated on the basis of religion, but upon the 
absolute recognition of the Emperor, he pro- 
ceeded thus:—As I have no other motive than 
to promote the national interests, I shall not hesi- 
tate to part company with the Liberals whenever 
I find in them procedure prejudicial to the 
interesis of the State. The question of the re- 
duction of the land tax, for instance, was some 
lime ago approved by the Liberals, butin no way 
can it be carried into practice at present. There 
is much talk about party Cabinets, but the 
importance of obtaining ample assistance from 
political parties outside the Government is by 
no means to be lightly considered. The° 
success which the present Cabinet had. attained 
in securing the sympathy and co-operation of 
the Liberal party isa matter for sincere con- 
gratulation, Let us endeavour to promote, with 
one heart and combined effort, the grand policy 
of national prosperity.” The Marquis then pro- 
ceeded to comment upon the impropriety of 














Bed in gaining the heart of the Premier. 


introducing alterations in the Law of Election, 
‘and spoke strongly against the action of the last 
Cabinet. 

The Premier's address, remarks the Vorosu, 
touches no suggestive points. Yet the Liberals 
appear to have imagined, merely from their 
self-conceit, that they have completely succeed- 
Their 
folly in delightedly making blind submission to 
the Marquis is really pitiable. The Vorosu 
could not be expected to write otherwise. 











OPENING OF YOKOHAMA BAZAAR, 
ae gee 

The formal opening of the Yokohama Bazaar 
in the Public Gardens, and the Kyowa Club in 
connection with it, took place on Tuesday atter- 
noon. The premises were gaily decorated with 
bunting outside and inside. There was a dis- 
play of day fireworks and the Yokohama Band 
played a selection of music in one of the upper 
rooms. The opening ceremony was perforined 
ina large hall on the upper floor, which was 
supplied with plenty of chairs, There was 
large attendance of members of the Yokohama 
Trade Guilds, the Kyowa Club and of invited 
guests, among whom were Mr. Otani Kahei, 
many of the leading business men, the chief 
officials of the Kanagawa Prefectural Office, 
etc. An entertainment by story-tellers lasted 





nearly two hours and afforded much amusement 
to those present. Then Mr. Yamagata, chief 
of the committee of the Association, read a con- 
gratulatory address and was followed by Messrs. 
awaand Shibata. Afterwards Mr. Rinoye, 








=| Chief Secretary of the Kanagawa Prefectural 


Office, Mr. Umeda, and Mr. Otani Kahei de- 
livered addresses, encouraging the exhibitors 
to present goods of excellent workmanship only 
for exhibition and hoping for the future suc- 








| cess of the Bazsar. In conclusion, Mr. Suzuki, 


chief official of the Sample Museam of the 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce, 
delivered’an address. Refreshments were then 
liberally served, including plenty of beer and 
wine. Shortly after six o’clock, the proceed- 





‘e{ings concluded with three loud cheers for the 
1 Emperor, Empress, Crown Prince, Yokohama 


s, aud the Kyowa Club. The exhibi 
rare to be sold at marked pric 
the articlesare of excellent workmanship. The 
Bazaar has been established by the members of 
the Yakohama Trade Guilds with the assistance 
of the leading Japanese business men of the 
town, 












The death has just occurred at Bradford, 
England, of the Rev. Joshua Northup, said to 
be the oldest Methodist preacher in the king- 





dom. He was born on March 19th, 1799, and 
pteached {rom 1820 up ull last July. 
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FAR-EASTERN SITUATION. 


ae ee 

It may be inferred, we think, from the 
telegrams published this morning, that the 
Chinese Government has asked Japan to 
defer the payment of the Indemnity. 
The amount of principal still due by 
China is 83} million taels. She has paid 
116 millions. By the 8th of- May next 
she has to hand over one sixth of 100 
million taels, together with six months 
interest on the same, making a total of 
1775 millions. On November 8th, she has 
to make another payment of 3$ millions 
on account of interest. It does not ap- 
pear that she has yet made any provision 
to meet these liabilities. Of course there 
is plenty of time. If she chooses to place 
herself in the hands of either England or 
Russia, she can obtain funds in as man 
days as she has still months at her di 
posal. But the fact that she has asked 
for a delay seems to imply that she is 
unwilling to have recoarse to Western 
capitalists if she can possibly avoid doing 
so. We presume that she has asked not only 
for a postponement of the May payment, 
but also for some grace as to the date for 
optionally discharging her whole remains 
ing indebtedness in one sum. Accord- 
ing to the Shimonoseki Treaty, she is 
entitled to a remission of all the interest 
hitherto paid by her if she acquits herself 
entirely by May 8th of the current year. 
Her payments of interest up to the present 
aggregate 10% million taels, and it follows 
that if she possessed funds to put up the 
remainder of the Indemnity in a lump sum 
on or before May 8th, she need only 
pay 734 million taels—se 83} less 
tos—, whereas if she continues 
the system of annual installments, she 
will have to pay, by May 8th, 1902, a total 
of 93} millions—z.e, 834 millions of prin- 
cipal and 10} millions of interest. It 
would, of course, be very convenient for 
her to obtain a postponement, but Japan 
has not sufficient inducement to make any 
such concession. There are some public- 
ists in this country who have long been 
in favour of showing leniency towards 
China, and their advice has certainly be- 
come more popular since a clearer per- 
ception has been obtained of the “ con- 
sideration” that the Middle Kingdom’s 
European creditors are disposed to exact. 
But the practical question what 
can Japan gain by postponing the 
satisfaction of her monetary claim. 
Is she also inclined to join the game of 
crushing China with obligations? ‘That 
may be the idea of the publicists who 
recommend a modification of the terms of 
payment, but Japan is scarcely in a posi- 
tion to seek from her neighbour conces- 
sions of the kind formulated by Russia or 
Germany, and we can not think that even 
the most romantic politician would advise 
her to forego a tangible pecuniary advan- 
tage for the sake of establishing a claim 
upon such a shadowy quantity as Chin- 
ese gratitude. In the face of recent and 
contemporary events he would be a rash 
man who should venture to estimate 
China’s capacity to implement any pro- 
mise two or three years hence. Japan 
wants money and she had better hold her 
debtor to his engagements. As English- 
men we confess to a satisfaction that 
things, are taking this course, for, in our 
opinion, the best thing alike for British 
interests and for the peaceful commercial 
development of the Far East, is that China 
should be compelled to have recourse to 
the London money-market, and that result 
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is likely to be promoted by an obdurate 
attitude on Japau’s part. 


The portion of Mr. Balfour’s Man- 
chester speech that refers to the Far- 
Eastern Question runs as follows :-— 


In India, as I have just told you, we are re- 
sponsible tor the good government of vast pops 








lations subject to our sway. such respo 
sibility, I am glad to think, is laid upon us 
China. What, then, is the character of ou 







interests in that countey? Our interests in 
China are not tersitotial, they are commercial. 
T have wo revelations to make to you to-night 
of a policy with cegaid to China, no starting 
revelations; but I can indicate aud ask you 10 
accep! the broad principles by which the details 
of that policy should be governed. What are 
those principles? ‘They follow by a logical 
sequence from the principles I have laid down, 
that our interests there are commercial and 
trading interests, and are not territorial 
terests. And the first deduction I draw from 
that is that territory, in so far as it is not 
necessary to supply a base for possible war- 
like operations, is a disadvantage rather 
than an advantage, for it carries with it, may 























be, an expenditure 1 money, and, what is more 


1s, catries with it an expend 
ture in men, ‘The second principle I diaw from 
it is this-—that inasmuch as our interest in the ex- 
ternal trade of China is 80 per cent, of the whole 
lade of the rest of the wold put together, 
80 per cent. of the trade of all the other 
added together, we have a special cl 
see that the policy of that country is not 
ed towards the discouragement of foreign trade, 
(Cheeis.) Let me point out, in the third place, 
that by the very traditions of our policy, by the 
deepest traditions of our policy, we are precluded 
musi y trading privilege granted to us as 
a weapon for excluding rivals. (Hear, hear.) If 
we ask for freedom to trade, we do 
dom to wade for England (a voice, 
for Britain alone; we mean freedom of trade for 
all the world alike, (Cheers.) 
HOW OUR INTERESTS MAY BB ASSAILED. 

And uote, therefore, that (here are two ways, 
and two ways alone, so far as 1 know, by which 
our trading interests—our sole interests—in China 
« terfered wi ‘The most important of 
by possible pressure on the Chinese 
ment by a foreign Go nt to make 
regulations adverse to us le to them, 
In other words, to destroy that equality of opport- 
unity which is all that we claim, bat which we do 
daim. The second method by which Te 
our iuterests being interfered with might, 
have less serious consequences, but is 
neglected. Ido not think it probable, but we can 
imagine it as possible, that foreign countries with 
protectionist traditions might dot the coast of China 
with stations over which they had complete control 
and through which they would not permit the trade 
of the world freely to permeate; where they would 
put_up Customs barriers, or something equivalent 
to Customs barriers, hostile to others and favour- 
able to themselves. Now those are the ways in 
which I think it possible that our interests in 
China might be adversely affected ; but depend 
upon it that the Government will do their best to 
see that in neither of those ways will the trade of 
this country bi red. (Hear, hear.) In such 
an effort, we are, alter all, strugeling Hot for our- 
selves only, but tor the world at large. I disclaim 
absolutely that spirit of petty jealousy which ani- 
tates too many politicians iv all parts of the world. 

OUR UNSELFISH FoLIcY. 

Ihave been told—I ought, pertaps, not to refer 
to it, as I have not had an opportunity of verifying 
the quotation—I have been told that Sir Charles 
Dilke in a recent speech’has accused me of being 
responsible for the pattition of China because two 
yeats ago, I think it was at Bristol, I said that 1 
regarded without fear or dislike the idea of a Rus. 
sian outlet of commerce below the line of winter 
and ice. [ adhere to that statement, IT cannot 
conceive why we should object to Russian com- 
metce going where it will, provided we are not exe 
cluded from going there too, (Loud cheers.) We 
are constantly allacked as 4 nation in the fo- 
reign Press for what they call our selfish policy, 
1 do not know what that means, but this I 
know, that we are alone among all the nations of 
the world in this—when we conquer a nation and 
rescue lization, we 
conquer t for ourselves 
alone, (Cheers,) Then know, when we ask for 
the great waterways of a country like Chiva to be 
opened to commerce, i t to be restricted to 
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-| naval bases were necessary. 


policy, I think we may feel that we are working 
for wo uartow or personal objects, and that that 
which is for our good is likewise for the good of 
all mankind, and that if our policy be carried 











e 
of wealth will grow apace, and all those influences 
which make for the better understanding between 
nations, fur the maintenance of a perpetual peace, 
will be the result of the policy of her Majesty's 
Government, whether in China, Africa, 
where. That is my earnest desire, as 
And I trust that the exposition 
to-night—uncontrover- 
it has been in tone, 
ing no altacks upon opponents, no contra. 
icism of their attacks upon us, but given in 
plain, perhaps almost undiplomatic langnage— 
fepresents a policy which deserves your confidence 
and that the result of this meeting may be a renew- 
ed expression on your part, not merely of the 
confidence that you have befare shown in your 
tepresentative, but also in the Government af which 
heis a member and to which the destinies of the 
limpire are for the moment entrusted.—(Loud and 
prolonged cheers.) 

Lord Kimberley, in a speech subse- 
quently delivered, makes the following 
reference to Mr. Balfour’s declaratio 





sure it is yours. 
which T have given y 
sial 








as you will ad 



























And now for = word as to the state of affairs 


his speech as to our policy 
do not think it could have been more 
What he said in effect was t! 
China were commercial, 
to occupy any territory t 











pat seems to me to 
be the right policy, [hope I shall not be called a 
Little Englander, but surely we have acquired 
about enough territory alteady. Surely we have a 
sufficient number of brawn and black people for 
whom we we do nol want to 
add to our responsibilities the government of some 
hundreds of millions of Chinamen. We cannot 
wish to have more territory, but, as Mr. Balfour 
says, we have most important trade relations wi 
I was glad to see he spoke o 
plainly on the subject. 
territory, but we want {ree access for China and 
for ourselves in that part of the world, We do 
hot want exclusive privileges there, but we do not 
want to be excluded. I believe that this c 
is powerful enough, and would be determined 
enough, to prevent anytl which would shut us 
out from a fai share of the trade with China, 

It may be doubted whether these expres- 
sions of policy will prove altogether satis- 
factory to foreign residents in the Far 
East. Many people out here entertain a 
conviction that unless England takes some 
very positive and striking step at this 
juncture she will be permanently dethron- 
ed from her place of eminence in the 
Orient. But the fact is that England has 
taken a decisive and effective step, with 
the result that her policy is now para- 
mount. She may be said to have im- 
posed it upon the Powers whose proceed- 
ings recently caused so much uneasiness. 
Russia and Germany have both given 
engagements that any port acquired by 
them in China shall be opened to foreign 
trade, the effect of which pledge is to 
avert the only contingency that would 
have been seriously hurtful to British 
interests, namely, the seizure of important 
places in China and their closure to Eng- 
lish commerce by rivals of Great Britain's. 
The character of the situation has been 
completely altered by England’s inter- 
ference, a fact which should effectually 
silence those that talk about her moribund 
prestige and the supineness of her states- 
men. 
























It was suggested some time ago in 
these columns that one outcome of Ger- 
many’s action at Kiao-chou would proba- 
bly bethe establishment of better relations 
between her and England, for the new 
departure taken by the former Power 
placed her in a position where the latter's 
good-will became almost a necessity. The 





our commerce, All the nations of the world will be 
free to enjoy the privilege. So long as that is our 


gle 


plain fact is that every territorial acquisi- 
tion made by a European Power in the 
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Far East constitutes a new point of vulner- 
ability from a. British poiut of view. 
Germany at Kiao-chou is absolutely at 
Great Britain’s mercy. So is Russia at 
Port Arthur or Talien, War declared, 
the Suez Canal would at once become 


impassable to non-British ships, and 
not a ton of coal could be obtained 
on the long voyage from Europe 


to China, while England could easily 
assemble in these waters a fleet against 
which neither the Russian nor the Ger- 
man Squadron, nor both combined, could 
hope to contend successfully. That view 
of the case seems to have been taken 
very strongly in Germany. From the 
Berlin correspondence published in Zhe 
Times of January rth, rath, and 13th, we 
learn that the German press, without ex- 
ception, had adopted a most conciliatory 
tone towards England, and had endorsed 
Mr. Balfour's declaration of British policy 
as strictly consistent with German designs 
also. We also learn that the publication 
of the official programme of Prince Henry’s 
eastward voyage disclosed the fact that 
the squadron would touch e# route at 
seven British ports, which discovery set 
people thinking whether a direct road to 
the Indian Ocean could not be established 
through Austria, Turkey, and Asia Minor, 
debouching at Basra or the Strait of 
Ormuz. From Basra to Kiao-chou would 
still be too far for a continuous voy- 
age, but the programme includes the 
acquisition from Holland ‘of a naval port 
in Sumatra, opposite Penang. It is not 
explained how ships could make their way 
through Austria, Turkey, and Asia Minor, 
but with that detail we need not concern 
ourselves here, the main point beingthat 
Germany’s enterprise in China has opened 
her eyes to the significant fact that Great 
Britain commands the one route available 
at present for speedy. communication be- 
tween Europe and the Far East. Hence 
the Germans, eminently practical, are 
beginning to see that, for the successful 
and peaceable prosecution of the enter- 
prise inaugurated at Kiao-chou, England's 
friendship is essential, 





Concerning the extent of the conces- 
sions obtained by Germany at Kiao-chou, 
the /mperial Gazetée of Berlin, in its issue 
of January 5th, contains a statement sum- 
marized as follows by Zhe 7imes :— 





“The cession of Kiav-chou is in the form of a 
lease for a considerable time, and erman 
Gover tix at liberty to erect the ter- 
titory ceded all necessary buildings, and to under 
take the requisite measures for the protection uf 
the same.” The territory ceded comprises the 
whole of the inner basin of Kiaochou Bay up to 
the high-water mark; moreover, the larger ton. 
gues of land lying south and north of the entiance 
to the bay to the point where their natural bound. 
aries ave marked by suitable eminences, and also 
the islands situated withinand befure the bay.” ‘The 
territary thy delimitaied ts described as having 
fan extent of some square miles,” and around it 
will be marked out a larger portion of land within 
which “no measures may be undertaken nor dis. 
positions made on the part of the Chinese without 
German sanction, and especially shall no hinde 
tances be cpposed to the regulations affecting the 
waterway deemed necessary by the Germans.” 

Tn order to avoid conflicts, continues the Zm- 
perial Gasette, which might affect the good under. 
standing between the two Powers, the [mpesial 
Chinese Government has transferred to the Ger 
man Government for the period of the lease all 
its sovereign rights in the territory in question, 
Finally, in the event uf Kiao-chow not meeting the 
requirements of Germany, it is stipulated that she 
shall receive a more suitable poind d'appui, Ww be 
mutually agreed upon hereafter, and the kindly 
disposed Chinese Government will, in this eventie 
ality, take aver all buildings, &c,, erected at Kian 
chou and refund the expenses incurred on behalf 


of them by Germany, : Co gl 
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With regard, further, to the steps con- 
templated by Germany for utilizing her 
new acquisition, the Pos¢ of January 
I2th contains a sketch which is regarded 
as probably embodying the Government's 
intentions :— 

According to this jomnal, great activity will 
shortly be manifested in Kiao-chou Bay for the 
purpose of adequately equipping it as a war 
harbour, with dockyards and tepairing works. 
There is no intention, however, to make the 
bay permanently a fortified poiné d'appui lor 
the fleet, but the harbour works will ther 
und en with the view of meeting all 
the tequirements of a tading past, As to the 
necessary funds, the Government is at present 
quite unable to form any accurate idea as 
to the sum of money that may even 
be required, As soon as it can de so, 
presentatives of the country will be i 
the Gavernment’s intention, fu any case, it will 
have to be seen first how far Kiao chou Bay 
promises to answer all the expectations formed of 
it as a trading port before the Admiralty will 
venture to expend any great sums upon it. 

It may also be supposed that the Government 
is at present occupied in considering the ques 
af the future administration of its possession 
East Asia, In any case, the despatch of 
id coast defence artillery to Kiao-chou Bay must 
egarded as a provisional measure, and it is Hot 
unlikely that Germany will feel herself called upon 
to form a colonial service (0 meet the wilitary 
requirements of her newly-won territory, 

It appears to us very doubtful whether 
Germany will carry out the above pro- 
gramme. She will not possess at Kiao- 
chou any advantages that are not shared 
equally by other Powers, and consequently 
no reason suggests itself why she should 
spend large sums on the improvement of 
the place. Her policy in the East during 
the past two years can scarcely commend 
itself to her thoughtful nationals. In con- 
nexion with Liaotung she alienated Japan’s 
friendship and secured no compensation. 
In connexion with Kiao-chou, she has 
presented herself to the Chinese in the 
light of their most ruthless enemy, and to 
Eastern countries generally as a Power 
not restrained by any scruples derived 
frominternational law. She has also made 
a departure which may seriously affect 
her relations with her European allies, 
for, as is clearly pointed out in The Times, 
not only does her value as an ally diminish 
in proportion to the military and naval 
responsibilities she assumes in distant 
countries, but also Austria-Hungary and 
Italy.may hesitate to extend their engage- 
ments with her to the Far East. Finally, 
she has given new pledges to fortune by 
creating a vulnerable point in her armour, 
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WASHINGTON. 
epee ee 

The telegraph tells us that the Spanish 
Minister in Washington has been guilty of 
a most unfortunate indiscretion. A man 
does not always observe circumspection in 
wriling private letters, but, on the other 
hand, he is expected, especially if he be a 
diplomatist, to be able to distinguish be- 
tween letters essentially private and 
letters that run a risk of becoming public 
property. The Spanish Minister does not 
seem to have succeeded in observing 
the distinction, and there is reason to fear 
that his error may renew the impa- 
tient feeling which showed itself so 
strongly in the States a few months ago 
with reference to Cuba. The feeling had 
subsided, in great part, and Spain seemed 
likely to be allowed to consummate her 
plucky efforts for the subjugation of the 
insurrection, But now, doubtless, there 
will be a reaction, though probably not of 
‘a serious character, 
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| former days, 





REASONS FOR FAPAN'S ADOPTION 
OF TRE GOLD STANDARD. 
Se 

Many of our readers, especially among 
the ‘old residents,” were doubtless glad 
to see the well known-initials “‘T.W.” 
appearing once more in our correspond- 
ence columys at the foot of a letter on 
the subject of finance. ‘ T.W.” is always 
lucid and instructive. I very interest- 
g to learn the views entertained by one 
so thoroughly versed in Japanese affairs 
on a subject which he is particularly com- 
petent to discuss, and which, indeed, he 
may be said to have made his own by his 
far-seeing and learned essays on it in 
There is one statement 
his letter that we would gladly endorse, 
but we find some difficulty in doing so. 
We allude to his conclusion that one of 
Japan’s chief reasons for turning to gold 
monometallism was her desire to secure 











, | herself against a reversal of the conditions 


under which her export trade had made . 
such marked progress—her wish, in short, 
to catch silver at its apparently towest 
point and fix it there for her own purposes 
by adopting a gold currency having a 
silver value calculated at the ratio of 1 to 
32. We ourselves, when discussing Japan’s 
motives at the time, entertained, and 
stated in these columns, the same belief 
that “T.W.” now professes. It would 
have been eminently satisfactory to be 
able to attribute such a view to Japan’s 
statesmen, for their tenure of it would 
have proved them to be in intimate touch 
with the great financial problem of the 
age. But our faith was seriously shaken 
when we observed that Count Matsukata, 
introducing the gold-standard Bill to the 
Diet; made no allusion whatever to any 
motive of the kind, and thata correspond- 
ing silence was observed throughout the 
debatesin both Houses, In fact we think 
we are right in saying that the only in- 
fluential exponent of the view to which 
we allude was the 947! Shimpo, and even 
that journal did not show any persistence 
in ventilating it. On the whole, if we 
were asked now to summarize Japan’s 
teasons for adopting gold monometallism, 
we should formulate three: first, her 
statesmen’s conviction, right or wrong, 
that gold is the currency metal of civiliza- 
tion; secondly, a wish to gain admission 
to the money markets of gold-using coun- 
tries, in other words, to obtain access to 
their capital; and thirdly, a sense of the 
crippling effects that exchange fluctua- 
tions produce upon international trade. 
If any other reasons were operative, they 
did not make themselves conspicuous at 
the time. 


We failed to note when publishing 
“T.W.'s” rséumé of the story of Japan’s 
adoption of gold monometallism, that his 
letter was written for the information of 
inquiring friends in Europe and not origin- 
ally with any intention of publication in 
Japan. As to the point discussed by us 
in connexion with the letter, namely, 
whether one of the reasons influencing 
Japanese financiers had been that they 
anticipated an appreciation in the gold 
price of silver, and were therefore anxious 
to secure to their country the permanent 
enjoyment of the low rate to which the 
white metal had fallen, we find that in 
attributing that purpose to them “T.W" 
is supported by some good authorities. 
We ourselves, as our readers may perhaps 
remember, believed, when the adoption of 
























the gold standard first entered the field 
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of practical politics, that apprehensions 
of arise in the gold price of silver and 
the consequent crippling of the export 
trade, did strongly influence Japanese 
statesmen, But we were led to doubt 
the correctness of our supposition when 
we observed that neither the Minister of 
Finance in his Parliamentary exposé of the 
project, nor any member of the Diet dis- 
cussing the Bill, alluded to that phase of 
the problem. It is now alleged, however, 
that though the possibilities of silver’s ap- 
preciation were among the arguments 
which presented themselves to the framers 
of the measure, a purely hypothetical 
forecast of that kind, likely to provoke 
much discussion and not capable of any 
satisfactory proof, did not commend itself 
as a consideration deserving prominence, 
especially in any official statement of the 
Diet. 








TALIEN. 
+ 

There is no apparent reason to doubt 
the correctness of the Reuter’s telegram 
published in our issue of the roth instant, 
which purports to be an epitome of Lord 
Salisbury’s speech in the House of Lords. 
Evidently a species of compromise has 








NEWS SENT T0 LONDON FROM 
JAPAN. 


nae 

It is not easy to understand the prin- 
ciples upon which the editor of the Kode 
Chronicle conducts controversies. Com- 


pare, for example, these two extracts :— 
Fapan Mail. Kobe Chronicle. 


Feb. oth. Feb, 12th. 
The Kobe Chronicle, how- We quoted for the infor- 
ever, defend The Times’ of the Fapan Mail 





graph which appeared 


correspondent, and in sup- 
journal on the same 


port of his assertion quotes 
a paragraph from our own 
Columas.. The paragraph, 
which appeared in the Mail 
on December 22nd, was 
avowedly a translation from 
the Asahi Shimbun, 





t 
date as the Kobe telegram 
in The Times was dispatch- 
ed, a paraj h which we 
stated at the time was a 
translation from the Asahi 
Shimbun (though the Mail, 
with its customary economy 
of truth, suggests that we 
credited’ the paragraph 
directly to itself), 


Our words do not contain the remotest 
suggestion that the paragraph in question 








Chronicle. When, therefore, that journal 
accuses us of “customary economy of 
truth” it is more courteous than careful. 
It is of little use bandying words about 
this matter. The plain fact is that the 
Kobe correspondent of Zhe Times, whose 
defence the Kobe Chronicle has chosen 





been concluded between Germany, Russia, 
and England, the two former Powers 
giving a guarantee that they will throw 
open to the trade of the world any 
ports obtained by them from China, and 
England, on her side, consenting not to 
press for the immediate opening of Talien, 
but to postpone the question until the 
Eastern Chinese Railway—that is to say, 
the railway from Tientsin to Shanghai- 
kwan and thence vif Newchang through 
Manchuria—connects with Talien. Of 
course such an agreement practically 
secures Talien against being converted 
into a naval station by a foreign Power, 
and the engagement given by Germany 
and Russia averts any danger of Chinese 
markets being closed to general trade 
in consequence of territorial acquisitions 
by those States. We do not venture to 
surmise whether German or Russian de®! 
signs have been frustrated by British in- 
terference, but it is at least permissible 
to express satisfaction that England’s 
policy of keeping the markets of China 
open to the trade of the world has been 
successfully asserted. In saying that 
Talien is now secured against becoming a 
naval station for a foreign Power, we do 
not rely so much on the guarantee given 
by Russia and Germany, as on the fact 
that, the opening of the place to trade 
having been explicitly deferred, not re- 
fused, it can not be handed over to any 
Power as a military base without a dis- 
tinct breach of faith on China's part. Of 
course, it will be at once apparent that 
there are two weak points in the pro- 
gramme. One is that, since the Talien is 
not to be opened until the building of the 
Chinese Manchurian Pailway, the event 
will be thought by some publicists to have 
been put off until the Greek Kalends. The 
other, that Russian behaviour with regard 
to Batoum does not inspire complete con- 
fidence in any engagement given by her 
about an open port. We do not see that 
much can be gained by discussing those 
points. The interesting fact is that Eng- 
lane has made good her posifion. It is 
now possible to understand the rumour 
recently telegraphed with regard to the 
Czar’s expressions of satisfaction that a 


to assume, sent to London during the 
recent crisis in the Far East various 
telegrams conveying the impression that 








much excitement prevailed in Japan, 
that a tendency existed in Govern- 
ment circles to adopt a_ belligerent 


policy and that warlike preparations on a 
considerable scale were in progress. He 
thus greatly misled the British public. 
There is no getting over that fact. The 
truth is that Japan may be said to have 
given no sign whatever, and that a well- 
informed correspondent, despatching tele- 
grams to London, would have emphasized 
the somewhat remarkable calmness of the 
nation and its rulers, instead of giving 
prominence to exactly the opposite mood. 
That is incontrovertible. We note that 
the Kobe Chronicle attributes to us a 
paltry motive, a desire to discredit the 
Kobe correspondent of The Times in 
favour of the Tokyo correspondent, and 
threatens to make public another attempt 
ofa similar nature in which we figured 
badly. The meaning of such methods of 
controversy is very well understood. They 
do not lie in our line. 





NEW FLAGSHIP OF THE FRENCH 
FAR KASTERN SQUADRON. 
ae 


The new flagship of the French Squad- 
ron in these waters is to be the d’Entre- 
casteaux, which was launched in 1896, and 
is expected to be ready for sea at an early 
date. She is a steel protected cruiser of 
the first class, her displacement 8,114 
metric tons; her indicated horse power, 
13,500; her maximum speed, tg knots; 
her gun-position armour, 10-23 in., and 
her deck armour q in.; herarmament, two 
9-4 in., twelve 5.5 in. quick firing, and 
twelve 1.8 in.; her nominal coal supply 
650 tons; her complement, 521 men, and 
her cost, £667,740. The d’Entrecasteaux 
is one of five first-class cruisers with pro- 








was credited directly to us by the Kobe 
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FAPANESE LACQUER. 
——_+—- 

Mr. Araki, an established authority on 
the subject of lacquer, has imparted to a 
representative of the Fapan Times an in- 
teresting piece of information. It is to 
the effect that out of a total of over 13 
million pounds (avd.) of lacquer sap used 
annually in Japan, not more than one- 
eight is of Japanese production, The 
estimate is to a certain extent vague, for 
it includes an item of 625,o00lbs. sup- 
posed to be smuggled. But there will 
probably be no error of exaggeration in 
saying that the annual consumption is 1} 
million pounds, and that five-sixths of it 
are imported from China. On the face of 
the matter there is no apparent reason 
why China should not supply Japan’s 
wants in the matter of the lacquer tree’s 
sap. But Araki explains that the so-cal- 
led “lacquer juice’ sent over from China 
is, in fact, not the pure sap of the lacquer 
tree, but a compound obtained by mixing 
the saps of various other trees and shrubs 
with a small quantity of the genuine pro- 
duct. When such material is used by the 
manufacturer, there results an article not 
deficient indeed in the outward features 
of good lacquer, but without any qualities 
of durability : the lustre fades quickly and 
the surface cracks. It is, of course, ano- 
ther instance of the old story, cheap and 
nasty. The adulterated Chinese sap can 
be obtained fifty per cent. cheaper than 
the Japanese: the former costing 4 yen 
per 83lbs., the latter 6 yen. In other 
words, to employ Japanese sap in /iex of 
the total quantity of sap procured from 
China, would involve an additional outlay 
of a quarter of a million yer annually. A 
quarter of a million yen seems an insigni- 
ficant sum when we have to discuss an in- 
dustry of such importance as that of the 
lacquer-maker in. Japan. The latest 
authentic figures available in this context 
refer to the year 1895. They show that 
the gross output of lacquer wares in Japan 
during that year was three million yen, in 
round numbers, of which total one million 
yen worth was exported. It appears, 
then, that for the sake of effecting a 
saving of a quarter of a million yen in 
three millions, or 8} per cent., the Japan- 
ese lacquerer is content to use inferior 
sap, and toturn out an article deficient 
in precisely the quality for which Japanese 
lacquer has been famous since the earliest 
days of the manufacture, namely, dura- 
bility. About eighty per cent. of the 
lacquered goods produced in Japan are 
intended for every-day use as household 
utensils, bowls, trays, cups, tubs and so 
forth. These articles being subject to 
usage more or less rough, it may seem that 
a high grade of manufacture is not re- 
quired. That is true but only to a 
very limited extent. There is not a 
more economical householder in the world 
than the Japanese. He wants above 
all things an article that will last. 
From the moment that a lacquer bowl 
begins to crack, it ceases to be capable of 
thorough cleansing and becomes practical- 
ly useless. It is for that reason that when- 
ever an industrial exhibition in Tokyo or 
Kyoto attracts a supply of vermilion 
lacquer wares from the Riukiu Islands they 
are eagerly bought up, their durability 





tective decks now approaching completion Phaving been established by long experi- 


in French dockyards. All five have cop- 
pered bottoms, and are consequently 
adapted for service on distant stations 
where they may have to keep the sea for a 





crisis had been averted. 


itized by (GO 


considerable time without docking. 


gle 


ence. If a Japanese be asked to-day how 
the lacquer wares now manufactured com- 
pare with those of former times in point 
of durability, he finds very strong adjec- 








tives to express the difference in favour 
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of the latter. But if he be asked to indi- 
cate a cause for the deterioration, he will 
unhesitatingly reply, “‘ scamped processes 
of manufacture ; the use of two or three 
coats of lacquer where ten or twelve were 
formerly applied.” Of the inferiority of 
the Chinese sap so largely substituted for 
the native material, he seems to take no 
note, Itis certain, however, that Japan- 
ese artizans have not lost anything of their 
old skill in the manufacture of choice 
lacquer ; they can turn out as fine work to- 
day as they ever could. The question of 
Chinese or Japanese sap does not present 
itself here: for first-class work no expert 
would think of employing the imported 
product. Doubtless the great inferiority 
of the middle-class articles now put on the 
market must be referred to the enchanced 
cost of labour which prohibits the careful 
processes formerly adopted. It may be 
assumed, too, that this defect as well as 
the disadvantages attendant upon the use 
of Chinese sap are generally present in 
goods manufactured for export. Cheap- 
ness and superficial attractiveness are the 
qualities chiefly desired by the exporter 
in lacquer as in every other branch of 
Japanese art manufactures. The result 
is that Japanese lacquer, once so famous, 
has lost caste. People find that after a 
box or a vase has been employed as de- 
corative furniture for a year or two, its 
lustre grows dim and fissures begin to 
appear. There can be little doubt that 
had the lacquer wares exported been as 
durable as they are pretty, the export 
would have shared the expansion visible 
in other branches of Japan’s over-sea trade. 
The whole system of the industry stands 
in need of reform. It would seem, how- 
ever, that one great difficulty is the 
neglect which has overtaken the cultiva- 
tion of the lacquer tree and the disfavour 
into which the business of collecting the 
sap has gradually fallen during the past 
twenty years. Every fine product of 
human hands requires patient labour. 
That is essentially true of lacquered 
wares, The first exercise of care and toil 
begins with the gathering of the sap, a 
process demanding intelligent discrimina- 
tion and delicate manipulation, The 
story may be summed up by saying that 
the lacquer industry has fared much 
as many other Japanese industries have 
fared in modern times, cheapness of pro- 
duction has been made a paramount object 
with corresponding loss of high qualities. 








“GREATER JAPAN.” 
ee A nee 

"Yhe second number of Greater Fapan 
has just appeared. In the English section 
we find much that is interesting, but we 
are compelled to say that the editors ap- 
pear to have more confidence in rumour 
than prudent writers are usually disposed 
to place in it. Speaking, for example, of 
Germany’s action in procuring a ninety- 
nine years’ lease of Kiao-chou, Greater 
Japan says :— 

This shows an entirely different attitude of 
Germany as compared with her original demand 
for permanent occupation of the Bay. Decidedly 
she has come down very low. What made her to 
be 0 violently aggressive in the beginning and so 
moderate in the end? Did she intend at the outset 
to devour Chinese territory, and afterward has 
been prevented to do so by the intervention of 
other Powers? 

On what evidence, we wonder, does the 
new magazine base its assertion that 
Germany’s original intention was to annex 
Kiao-chou. It is true that she was very 


generally accused of "GOS 






























purpose, but the public has not been 
placed in possession of the smallest proof 
that she ever entertained any design more 
radical than the leasing of the place. The 
very high-handed character of the whole 
proceeding naturally invites criticism, but 
it has not been shown, to the satisfaction 
of any impartial observer, that Germany 
materially modified her policy, or that, in 
refraining from demanding the cession 
of Kiao-chou, she yielded to pressure 
brought to bear on her by other Powers. 
In short, there is nothing to prove that the 
consummation of her programme fell 
sensibly short of its prime conception. 

We observe, also, that Greater Fapan 
quotes certain expressions of a German 
press correspondent in Kiao-chou as ‘‘un- 
folding German policy and sentiments” 
and as “the true explanation of that 
violent procedure of diplomacy adopted 
by her at the outset of the trouble.” 
Among the expressions thus quoted the 
following occurs :— 


What a pity that this fine country is already 
fully occupied by the childven of the yellow race, 
and thatthey can nat be driven out of exterminat. 
ed by the aid of force and alcohol like the aboti- 

cx, Australia and Polynesia, 








Truly it is alittle extravagant to regard 
such statements as a fair reflection of 
German opinion. They are not a fair re- 
flection of the opinion of any civilized 
people, and most assuredly they do not 
represent any phase of German policy. 
We make the point because we should 
have supposed that all intelligent Japanese 
publicists would long ago have learned to 
distinguish between the real views of 
European nations and the singularly dis- 
torted expositions of them that often find 
their way into the columns of local foreign 
journals in the Far East. The instinct of 
empire is apt to assume a very ugly shape 
when developed in the minds of men 
whose personal interests counsel inter- 
national aggression and the reign of 
might. They play their own part in the 
system of things, do these men, and it is 
not by any means a pernicious part. For, 
when all is said and done, they are found to 
serve as instruments of progress, though 
they can hardly be themselves classed 
among its products. But they do not echo 
civilized opinion. Very far from it, indeed. 
‘Ihere are. probably not half a dozen Ger- 
mans in the East who would endorse the 
words quoted by Greater Fapan as “un- 
folding German policy and sentiments in 
connexion with the Kiao-chou affair.” 





Another very courageous statement of 
the magazine is this :— 
The new M 





er of Finance, Count 
has, as we formed, accepted | 
tion with the ition that 
the Army should be reduced from one | 
percent basis to filly per-cent. basis: that iv to 
say, instead of doubling the original size of the 
Japanese Arn, Count Inouye proposes to increase 
itone-halt only, Tn this way the new Government 
may be able to niake the annual saving of ten 
million yen. 

It has certainly been rumoured that 
Count Inouye entertains a project in the 
above sense, as already explained in these 
columns, but that his Excellency expects 
to effect'an annual saving of ten million 
yen by the reduction is quite incredible. 
The annual cost of maintaining the Army 
on its ante-del/um footing was 124 million 
yen, iv round numbers, and the estimated 
cost of maintaining it on its post-bellum 
footing is 26} millions. Does Greater 
YFapan suppose that if the ante-bellum 
Army were augmented by fifty per cent. it 
fe" be maintained at an increased cost 















| pero: is Confessedly absolute, and 


of 33} million yes, whereas its mainten- 
ance 1f augmented by a hundred per cent. 
would involve an increased outlay of 1344 
millions? Count Inouye is also re- 
presented by Greater Fapan as having 
“long endorsed the scheme of importing 
foreign capital through the credit of the 
country ” and as being likely to ‘submit 
his proposition to the Diet for approval.” 
It may be that Count Inouye sees the 
hopelessness and peril of attempting to 
carry out the programme of railway con- 
struction, telephone and telegraph ex- 
pansion and other public works with 
domestic capital, but we do not think that 
he favours the project outlined by Greater 
Fapan, namely, the floating of a foreign 
loan for the purpose of redeeming public 
bonds, and thus supplying capital for the 
prosecution of industrial enterprises. 


Russia looms very large on the horizon 
of Japanese thought at present. The 
principal cartoon in Greater Yapan re- 
presents the Czar as a veritable colossus, 
his right arm holding reins by which he 
drives Austria, Italy, Germany and France, 
and his left brandishing a Club over Asia. 
The picture is called “‘ Europe as it really 
is.’ England, in the shape of an ancient 
dame, sits beyond the silver streak, 
placidly watching the turmoil, and plainly’ 
indisposed to take any part in it. Ano- 
ther sketch in the-same magazine shows 
John Chinaman in an apparently mum 
fied form, a British tar and Russian soldier 
busily engaged in wrapping round the 
mummy a cerement on which are con- 
spicuously depicted the ideographs Kodat 
(for sale by public auction). Elsewhere in 
the same pages China figures as a huge 
pig, ative but somewhat mutilated. A 
helmeted German is busily cutting a slice 
from the porker’s shoulder, and three 
other prospective butchers stand around 
with ready weapons, 











MARQUIS ITO A WARLIKE 
STATESMAN, 


* This paragraph is characteristic of the 
Spectator :— 


A kw 








of legal revolution has taken place in 
Japan, The people are profoundly intitated by 
Tecent events, and demand a mare c geous 
policy. The Government has therefore resigned, 
and the Mikado, while dissolving Pasliament, bas 
appointed the Marquis Ita Premier and Count 
Oknua Foreign Secretary, o1, in other words, has 
called a War Minister to power. We hiave dis- 
cussed elsewhere the policy which the new Premier 
may pursue; but in all Japanese affairs there is a 
factor of which no European knows anyth 

while no Japanese will let 1 




























ne, and is said to bea well 
judiciov ny but of his policy, or action, or 
Gpinions we never hear a word, He is like that 
metaphysical substance without which nothing can 
be anything, yet which no one every sees ur heats, 
or, except by thinking, can grow conscious of. 








The paragraph appeared in the Specta- 
tor of January ist. It is not correct even 
as to leading facts, for it speaks of the 
Ito Cabinet as actually formed at that date, 
and it assigns the portfolio of Foreign 
Affairs to Count Okuma. But it is above 
all delightful when it calls an Ito Cabinet 
“a War Ministry.” People that know 
Marquis Ito will smile when they read 
such an estimate of his policy. 








Yet anotier European fleet in the Far Eaat 
is about to be strengthened! The Portuguese 
gunboat Liberal. 550 tons, four guns, arrived at 









Colombo on the 13th January for China, She 
wwnsitoysail from Colombo on the 17th Jamuary. 
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FOREIGN FOURNALISM AFTER 
FULF 1899. 
ag. 
We note with some surprise that a mis- 
understanding continues (o exist with 
regard to the Japanese Press Law and 
foreign journalism. A Kobe newspaper, 
referring to the clause which forbids the 
editing or publishing of newspapers by 
foreigners, says :— 


It seems to us that the duty of the Government, 
when the Press Laws were before the Diet for 
amendment, was to move to strike out this clause 
altogetl view of the near approach of Treaty 
operation. ‘That this was not done could not fail to 
suggest that the Government was prepared, il 
possible, to discriminate against foreigners in this 
matter, The retention of this clause, in fact, was 
an all fours with the introduction and passing last 
year of the Raw Direct Export Law, wh 
in violation of definite provisions of the ‘Ireaties, 
prepesss to give bounties to Japanese subjects 
only. ‘ 




















It really does look as though there existed 
a resolute determination to form wrong 
conceptions about this matter. The 
amended Japanese Press Law contain- 
ing the clause in question, was intended 
to go into immediate operation. In other 
words, it was to become effective more 
than three years before the date fixed for 
the operation of the Revised Treaties. 
Hence to expunge the clause relating to 
foreigners would have made it possible 
for any European or American—except a 
British subject, who is specially interdict- 
ed from engaging in such enterprises— 
to become the proprietor, publisher or 
editor of a Japanese journal, though he 
would not in that capacity have been sub- 
ject to the punitive provisions of the 
Press Law until the Revised Treaties 
went into force three years later.. Thus 
a Japanese. journal registered in the name 
of a foreigner might with impunity have 
defied the vetoes prescribed by the Press 








Law. It was, therefore, essential that the 
clause should be maintained. That is 
plain enough, surely. An_ interesting 


point seems to be made, however. It 
appears to be thought that if the Japan- 
ese Press Law is not operative against 
foreigners in its entirety, then binding 
force can not be claimed for one parti- 
cular clause ; that is to say, if the provision 
forbidding aliens to own or edit Japanese 
papers be valid, all the accompanying pro- 
visions also must be equally valid against 
foreigners, But all the provisions are 
not valid, and we are therefore led to the 
conclusion that the insertion of the anti- 
foreign veto is superfluous, since fo- 
reigners might disregard it if they 
pleased. Without entering into a direct 
discussion of that legal problem, we may 
point out that the mere fact of sucha 
clause having stood in the Japanese 
Press Law for the past fifteen years with- 
out evoking any protest from the Foreign 
Representatives, is a proof that they re- 
cognise the right of the Japanese Govern- 
ment to insert it and to enforce it. For 
one thing is quite plain, namely, that 
although the penal provisions of the Law 
can not be directly enforced against 
foreigners, nevertheless so long as the 
prohibitory clause stands in the statutes 
of the country, no Japanese subject is 
entitled to enter the service of a foreigner 
engaged in Japanese journalistic enter- 
prisee Hence such a foreigner could not 
obtain Japanese compositors, pressmen, or 
office boys, and the post offices would not 
be available for the distribution of his 
newspaper. But the Treaties secure to fo- 


reigners the right of aay Gaeta: 
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subjects in any lawful capacity. It thus 
follows either that the clause in question 
is a direct violation of the Treaties, or 
that the veto it embodies is within the 
proper competence of Japanese legislators 
to impose under the Treaties. To make 
this plain, let us take another concrete ex- 
ample. Suppose that the Japanese Go- 
vernment were to enact a law forbid- 
ing any shipments of goods by foreigners 
on certain days in the month. It is 
obvious that the Foreign Representa- 
tives would at once protest, for, al- 
though, whether such a law existed or 
did not exist, the Japanese Authorities 
would have no power to interfere directly 
with the shipment of goods by foreigners 
in the indicated ways, they would have 
power, in the absence of any diplomatic 
protest, to punish Japanese boatmen or 
coolies who assisted in the shipping of 
goods by foreigners contrary to the law. 
In short, were no objection raised by the 
Foreign Representatives, the veto might 
be indirectly enforced against foreigners, 
and the shipment of goods on the days in 
question would be inferentially an unlawful 
employment. The interest of this argu- 
ment, so far as the Press Law is concerned, 
lies in the fact that by suffering the pro- 
hibitory clause to stand, the Foreign 
Representatives have constructively re- 
cognised journalism to be outside the pale 
of ordinary commercial operations, all of 
which are permitted to foreigners by 
treaty. Of course we are speaking now 
solely of the owning and editing of journals 
wrilten in the Japanese language. The 
Press Law, although is does not contain 
any explicit limitations of that nature, was 
enacted with reference to such journals 
only, Newspapers in a foreign language 
are entirely apart. That, indeed, is ano- 
ther reason why no occasion existed to 
abolish the prohibitory clause two years 
ago. . 











A STRANGE IDEA. 
- 

We find a perplexing article in the 
Keisai Zasshi with regard to the opening 
of alien, as proposed by Great Britain, 
according torumour, The Keiea? is quite 
convinced that Russia aims at getting 
possession of Manchuria, and that, if she 
held Port Arthur and carried her Siberian 
railway thither while assembling a strong 
fleet in the harbour, Korea would be 
virtually in the hollow of her hand, and 
nothing could prevent her ultimate ac- 
quisition of Chili. The Keisazfurther re- 
cognises that the opening of Talien to the 
trade of the world would seriously impede 
the consummation of these designs by Rus- 
sia, since it would place on her immediate 
flank a port accessible to the war-ships of 
all nations, and would permanently 
alienate an important part of the territory 
which she hopes to acquire. Finally, the 
great value of Talien from a tradal point 
of view is clearly explained by the Keizai. 
But in the course of the article the follow- 
ing passage occurs :—" A so-called ‘open 
port’ is not voluntarily thrown open for 
purposes of foreign trade: it is a place 
the opening of which foreign Powers 
compel for the purposes of their trade. 
A port voluntarily opened can be closed 
at will, but a port that has been opened 
under compulsion, can not be closed at 
will, It is a place where, according to 
Chinese official custom, foreigners have 
rights of property and also enjoy local 
se" Thus an open port does not 











differ from an enemy’s country, Such 
being the case, if on the west of Shin- 
king’s southern coast Port Arthur be occu- 
pied by a foreign State, and on the east an 
enemy’s country be established at Talien, 
which commands the Korean peninsula, 
it is evident that the tranquillity of the 
Orient is seriously affected, and that 
China can not escape ruin and the parti- 
tion of her territory among foreign Powers, 
Asforthe manner of the partition, Shinking 
would goto Russia who is now shaping 
her programme in that sense. With 
Shinking in her possession, her Siberian 
Railway extended to Port Arthur and 
Talien, the fortifications of these potts com- 
pleted and a strong fleet assembled there, 
Russia would have Korea at her mercy and 
it would be impossible to keep Chibli 
from falling intoher hands.” Thatseems 
to us a strange view. The opening of 
Talien to the trade of the world isa step 
precisely calculated to avert the results 
apprehended by the Kessai Zasshi, for it 
would have the effect of neutralizing the 
Liaotung Peninsula. Certainly it would 
not promote, but rather ‘retard, the parti- 








tioning of China. It has been proposed 
by Great Britain, not merely for com- 
mercial reasons, but because it would help 
to secure the integrity of the Chinese 
empire and to preserve the peace of the 
East. 








THE AFFAIR OF THE “ HAKATA 
MARU.” 


+ 

It is doubtless fresh in the recollection 
of our readers that, early in January, some 
passengers by the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s 
S.S. Hakata Maru from Moji to Hong- 
kong, caused to be published in a journal 
at the latter place, a story embodying 
charges of the most serious character 
against the Japanese crew of the. ship. 
When the newspaper containing the ac- 
count reached Japan, we applied to the 
Company for information, but as the 
vessel had proceeded on her westward 
voyage from Hongkong before the publica- 
tion of the accusations in question, no 
account of the occurrence could be ob- 
tained before she reached Singapore. 
From the latter port the ‘chief officer 
addressed to the Hongkong journal a letter 
of which we have now received a copy :-— 


To rag Epiror or tHe “Cuina Matz.’ 

Sir,—After leaving Hongkong ov Fiiday, Jan, 
7th, [saw an account headed, “ Riotous Japanese 
Seamen, A Murderous attack on European 
Passengers,” in your issue of that date. 

I can only say the facts of the case are quite bad 
enough, without grossly exaggerating them, a» 
has evidently been done. 

To beg ith, call it aw unprovoked attack. 
Your informers omitted to acquaint you with the 
fact that about 8 p.m. on Dec. 31st I had to tun 
several European Steerage Passengers out of the 
native firemen’s furecastle, where they were driok- 
ing saké with the Japanese firemen. 
them going alt to the steerage; 
sively drank ; one of them informing a 
the ship that they were treated mote like cattle 
than passengers in not being allowed to drink and 
probably quarrel wih the Japs. Another Buro- 
pean Steerage Passenger grossly insulted a Jap= 
anese matried lady passenger to the extent of 
what would beterm-d in Hongkong, an attempted 
criminal assault, and several of them had been 
threatened by me that if they did not behave 
better, they would be turned out of the ship. 

T might. also explain that even a drunken 
Japanese fireman understands and resents being 
sworn atin English, So much for the unprovoked 
part of the business, 

I don’t wish to excuse the Japanese in the leat 
who ought to be severely punished for their 
dalous behaviour, but it was only what | expected, 
when Theard that British firemen, Japanese fire 
men and saké were being mixed togetler in a 
Japarertfanecattes and in my opinion the fracas 






























Feb. 19, 1898.] 


att a.m, on the 1st of January was the direct 
outcome of i was asked to give 
these passen s 
with, but refused, as I believed after the first dis- 
turbance at 1 a.m, was over, no further molestation 
would be given to the passengers. I proved to be 
mistaken hawever, as Mr. Hall was assaulted in 
the afternoon by one Jap. I don't know why t 

}, who was going to the gangway, should single 
out Mr, Hall, who was standing with two Engineers 
on the quarter deck; the two engineers seized the 
Japanese and another one who came along. I was 
asleep at the time and being called went on deck 
and told Mr. Hall to come to iny room ; he cams 
jp the ladder to the saloon deck, and the Engi. 
neers released the Japanese ; the offender however 
sushed up the ladder after Mr. Hall and again 
attacked him, but was diiven back, | 

At that Steerage Passengers came on 
the saloon deck, and asked for arms to defend 
themselves with, which I refused to give them. 
What they wanted to defend themselves from I 
don’t know, as no one had molested them since the 
first attack i ig. Ltold them to go aft 
to their quarters but a number of them were foolish 
enough to remain on deck all night. 

Tf these two attacks were unprovoked, how is it 
that no one of the crew tried to assault the officers 
and engineers of the ship? against whom one would 
imagine, they would have morecause for complai 

Mr. Hall states the Japanese broke all the gear 
in the cabins and on deck, 

Nothing was broken in the cabins or on deck, 
with the exception of the engineers’ doors, which I 
shall notice presently, 

‘The Japanese did not threaten to carry the 
bridge and kill all the Europeans; the idea is 
simply absurd. 

To satisfy the passengers, however, who ap- 
peared to be really frightened, I, on the captain's 
advice, sent the second officer to a Japanese gun 
boat for a boat’s crew to ensure order, but the com. 
mander refused to send one. 

The poor unfortunate Royal Naval Reseve 
man who lost all his papers, destroyed them him- 
self in a fit of drunken frenzy, autside my door on 
the afternoon we left Kobe, where he came ima. 

ing he had a grievance and was at liberty to 
make himself a nuisance to everyone. 

Moreover Mr. Hall tells me, he gave your re- 
Presentative permission to colour his stateme: 
what right Mc, Hall had to give that permis: 
fail to, see and I must say they are most glaringly 
colouwed. 

Now with regard to the engineers, what oc 
red is a New Year's 
be stamped out. The fi 
the doors of the engine 

































































8’ rooms in and dragging 
the occupants out lifted them up in the air and 
lowered, ot let them drop, on deck, according to 


the popularity or otherwise of the victim. 
case the chief engineer, who is a heavy man, was 
severely injised ; the third engineer was also hurt 
and would have been struck on the head with a 
piece of bamboo (some of your 
it an iron bar) if the purser had 
Now the N. ¥. K., though wishful to do so, are 
powerless to prevent these things; and Foreign 
officers and engineers can never ob\ 
against the offende 


1 feel bound to write this explanation as your 
account is so misleading, and T teust the love 
of even-handed justice, which is supposed to be 
one of the characteristics of tlie British race, will 
prompt yon to give it publicity. 
Yours faithfully, (Signed) F. E. Cope, 
Chief Officer S.S. Hakata Maru. 


We have also seen a letter from the 
master of the steamer, Captain Nivison, 
in which he says :—‘‘ The account in the 
Hongkong paper is entirely untrue and 
any assault committed on the steerage 
passengers was, in any opinion, entirely 
their own fault.” The sum and substance 
of the matler seem to be that while the 
Japanese crew undoubtedly employed most 
reprehensible violence, the responsibility 
of provoking the fracas rested with the 
foreign steerage passengers, who were 
evidently persons of low and offensive 
habits. But it is alsq quite plain that 
Japanese crews of passenger steamers 
will soon destroy the reputation of the 
ships and divert all trade from them unless 
some efficient means can be employed to 
check their insubordinate and rough 
conduct. ‘ 


In this 
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1HE “ SHEPHERD'S VOICE” ON 
EARNESTNES:S. 
REESE 
We are sorry to learn from the Shep- 
herd's Voice that we “ have not any active 
conviction on the situation (i.e. the social 
evil) beyond indulging in fortuitous ad- 
verse criticism on the forward steps of 
those who have at heart and hand the 
genuine welfare of Japan.” The Shep* 
herd’s Voice, being a Christian publication, 
is quite incapable of formulating an em- 





phatic statement about any person’s 
convictions without absolute proof of 
the accuracy of its assertions. We do 


not ourselves perceive how one writer 
can ascertain the quality of another's 
convictions sufficiently clearly to define 
it as the Shepherd's Voice does. But 
that, doubtless, is because we are not 
within the circle of the light of truth 
which has illumined the intelligence of the 
Shepherd's Voice, and endowed it with 
supernatural power to see beyond the 
range of ordinary vision. We believed, 
indeed, that we did own a conviction, and 
a very active conviction at that—namely, 
that the licensing system is the best way 
of dealing with the social evil, The 
Shepherd's Voice, too, says that we ‘lend 
the weight of our influence to the support 
of the system in practice in Japan.” Still 
the Shephera’s Voice declares us to be 
without active convictions on the subject, 
and to be merely putting fortuitous obs- 
tacles in the path of true reformers, and 
since the Shepherd's Voice is strictly 
veracious and abounds in Christian 
charity, we must assume that it knows 
more about our convictions that we do 


+}ourselves, and that it would not think of 


attributing to us the wretched part of 
mere idle opponents of progress were 
there any possibility of judging us more 
kindly. Therefore we feel very badly. 
The Shepherd's Voice further accuses us 
of giving statistics that relate to ‘‘ two of 
the classes of immoral women only,” and 
saya that we regard these classes as 
‘constituting the entire population of 
noa-virtuous women” in Japan, which 
conduct it calls ‘a deliberate intention to 
careless.” What is ‘‘a deliberate 
intention to be careless’? Something 
very like deliberate deceit, it seems to us. 
But the Shepherd's Vorce is a Christian 
publication, truthful, charitable, and scru- 
pulous. It would never accuse us of a 
deceitful intention had not that super- 
natural acumen with which it is endowed 
enabled it to look into our heart and 
decipher our thoughts. Therefore again 
we feel very badly. What hurts us 
specially is that we tried to explain, in the 
clearest language at our poor command, 
that we were not discussing social morality 
but the social evil. By “the social evil” 
we refer to the pursuit of a certain kind of 
vice as a profession, not to the immoral 
laches of women who do not belong to the 
professional class. ‘‘ The social evil,” in 
the ordinary sense of the term, has no 
reference whatever Lo any females except 
those commonly called “ abandoned.” 
So when the Shepherd's Voice speaks 
of the looseness of factory girls and 
servants, and charges us with ‘a deliber- 
ate intention to be careless’ because we 
did not include their want of chastity in 
our calculation, we make a farther shock- 
ing discovery, namely, that our faculty of 
discrimination is entirely at fault, that our 
language is too clumsy to be intelligible, 


and that when we say one thing we really 
mean another. 

Altogether we are humiliated to find 
that the logic of the Shepherd's Voice is 
quite beyond our comprehension. We 
wrote :— 

Our own firm conviction is that the licensing sys+ 

tem of prostitution is the only sound system, We 
are further persuaded that the Japsnese plan of rele- 
gating the evil to remote quarters of the cities and 
confining it there, is excellent. 
It appeared to us when we wrote the 
above that we expressed our approval of 
the system in general, and that we added 
our approval of one special feature of it, 
namely, the relegating of the evil to re- 
mote quarters of the cities. Even now 
the words seem to read that way. It does 
not strike us that any one could possibly 
imagine that we declared our approval of 
the system solely because the evil is so 
relegated. We can not see how the two 
sentences could be conceived to bear that 
construction. But the Shephera’s Voice 
with its supernatural light takes a very 
different view. Having quoted the above 
words of ours, it comments on them 
thus :— 

wish every candid reader to look at the above. It 
is a fair specimen of our contemporary's logic. We 
refer to the second sentence. As to the first, for the 
present we shall be going as far as the case demands 
to (sic) simply deny in toto that the licensing system 
is sound, rational, or remedial. ‘The second sentence 
is complimentary. 

‘The system is excellent because it banishes the evil 
to remote quarters of the cities! Now, we are not 
at all certain that the element of banishment was con- 
sidered in the matter ; else it would seem that, if the 
system ‘is excellent” for this reason, it would have 
banished the evil to the summit of Bandai San and 
confined it there. But this would have been uncom. 
mercial; hence that feature of the system which 
locates the evil near the cities and confines it there 
is the really “ excellent” feature which our contem- 
porary lauds !! We are viewing this one defence of 
the system from a purely reasonable standpoint. 
There was displayed just a¥-much effort to secure 
commercial convenience as there was to take the thing 
out of town when this canker was awarded « suburban 
residence, And will the pacific sail please give some 
reason why the plan when it attempted to banish the 
evil from the city failed to do so? Would it not have 
been more excellent if it had sent it up Bandai? 
Before we drop this point, we wish to say that the 
Mail's argument for the system, that the brothel is 
made so private and unabtrusive (sic) that a mission= 
ary going about for twelve years never saw its is in 
perfect keeping with other specimens of its logic. If it 
had been banished to Bandai San not even one mis. 
sionary would have seen it ; but as the system is now, 
the brothel is allowed the most convenient quarters 
near the cities, but beyond the liability of fires, and 
many other inconveniences attending loca the 
midst of the city, 

Of course it was very stupid of us not 
to think of Bandai-san. If the social evil 
could be banished to the top of that dilapi- 
dated volcano, there would be no more 
social evil in Japan, Aud we never 
thought of that! We were so silly as to 
discuss actually existing conditions, not 
hypothetical ideals, Our memory, too, 
wholly deceives us when we recall the fact 
that there have been more in the 
prostitute quarters of the cities during 
the past thirty years than in the cities 
themselves. Besides, we had a weak idea 
that we applied the term “excellent” 
to one particular feature of the Japanese 
system, a feature quite distinct from the 
general system of licensing as practised 
elsewhere ; whereas it now appears that we 
called the system ‘ excellent” because of 
that particular feature which does not be- 
long to the general system at all. The 
Shepherd's Voice is very luminous, abso- 
lutely accurate, and admirably logical. We 
entreal it not to expose our shortcomings 
any more. Truly we ourselves would 



































rather go and sit by that ragged crater on 
the top of Bandai-san 


than engage in 





our Christian 


serious controversy with 
contemporary. 
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ROUND-1THE-WORLD CYCLISTS 
IN TOKYO. 
Ramee ee 

The round-the-world cyclists, Messrs. 
Fraser, Lowe and Lunn, arrived in Tokyo 
on the afternoon of the 16th instant, 
having run up quietly from Yokohama by 
the Tokaido. They were met near Omori 
by asmall party of Tokyo cyclists who 
had ridden out on the chance of finding 
them. There is no bicycle association in 
Tokyo, and it would consequently have 
been difficult under any circumstances to 
organise a reception for the travellers on 
a large scale. Add to this the facts that 
much uncertainty existed as to the time of 
their arrival in Tokyo, and it will easily be 
understood why only four fellow-cyclists 
went out to meet them, namely, Messrs. 
Kirby, Page and Patterson and Captain 
Brinkley. Messrs. Fraser and Lunn were 
riding the English machines that had 
carried them all over the world, but Mr. 
Lowe, having been obliged to leave his 
cycle in Yokohama for repairs, had to use 
an American wheel of very high gear, an 
exchange which was partly responsible for 
a nasty accident. For as the party 
emerged from Yokohama, led by a resi- 
dent of that place, the latter dropped some- 
thing from his pocket, aud circled round 
so suddenly to meet Mr. Fraser, who had 
picked it up, that Mr. Lowe could not check 
his high-geared machine in time to pre- 
vent a collision, and was obliged to sacri- 
fice himself in order to avoid running into 
the leader. The result was a badly torn 
hand and a somewhat severe gash in the 
knee, despite which injuries he rode gaily 
on his way to Tokyo. ‘The cyclists looked 
fresh and well. Their “get up” did not 
suggest. anything of the hardships they 
had encountered, and though the various 
wallets, toul-cases and so forth, suspended 
from their machines, had a fine mellow 
aspect, the condition of the machines 
themselves bore eloquent testimony to the 
strength and durability of English work- 
manship. They proceeded in the first 
instance to the Club, and after a brief 
rest there, went on to the Imperial Hotel, 
where they purpose spending the few days 
of their stay in Tokyo. 

On Sunday, we learn, the Reliance 
Wheelmen of Yokohama will ride up to 
Tokyo and tiffin at the Imperial Hotel. 
The round-the-world cyclists will meet 
the Yokohama Wheelmen at Kawasaki 
we understand, 





RECORD FOR SPEEDY NAVAL 
CONSTRUCTION. 
ea 

Until three years ago, the Pembroke 
Dockyard held the record, we believe, for 
rapid construction, achieving it with the 
Nile, a first-class battleship of 11,940 
tons. But Pembroke was beaten by the 
Ansaldo Dockyard of Genoa, where two 
first-class cruisers, one for the Argentine 
Republic and one for Spain, were built in 
twenty months. It was after this remark- 
able result, not surpassed by any other 
building yard in the world, that Messrs. 
Ansaldo and Company offered to build for 
the Japanese Government a first-class 
cruiser within the space of 18 months, if 
the design was furnished by the Company, 
and 20 months if the design came from 
the Japanese Government. The Mich# 
Nichi Shimbun, from which we translate 
these details, adds that the price named 
by the Genoa firm was lower than the 


British figure. 








TOKYO SANITARIUM. 
soa g ee, 

It will probably surprise many of our 
readers to learn that until the opening of 
the Tsuno-hazu Sanitarium, described in 
our correspondence columns, no such 
thing as a Sanitarium for Japanese ladies 
existed in Japan. There are hospitals in 
plenty, but, strange to say, an absolute 
dearth of Sanitariums, The fact was re- 
sponsible for a curious difficulty in con- 
nexion with the Tsuno-hazu institution. 
When the place came to be opened, a 
licence had to be obtained, of course. But 
the laws make no provision for licensing a 
Sanitarium: they do not recognise such 
an affair. Hence it became necessary at 
last to resort to the subterfuge of calling 
the Sanitarium a ‘branch hospital,” for 
purposes of registration. Our correspon- 
dent says that the Sanitarium was “' estab- 
lished by Japanese and Christian ladies.” 
That is doubtless correct, in so far as 
much of the labour connected with its 
building and organization was done by 
Japanese ladies. But we are inclined to 
think that the funds came entirely from 
the United States. The great promoter of 
the enterprise was the late Mrs. True. By 
her exertions and representations charit- 
able people in the States were induced to 
contribute money sufficient not only for 
the construction of the spacious building 
spoken of by our correspondent, but also 
for its maintenance during a year. It 
would have been opened twelve months 
ago but forthe death of Mrs. True. A time 
had actually been fixed for the opening, 
we believe, and that most philanthrophic 
lady was looking forward to the speedy 
consummation of her work when death sud- 
denly overtook her. The sad event seems 
to have paralysed her co-workers for a time, 
and the Sanitarium remained unopen- 
ed, but those interested in the enterprise— 
notably the ever-active Miss Tsuda—took 
it up again and carried it to completion. 
Our correspondent speaks of the Sanitar- 
ium as though it were intended for Japan- 
ese ladies only. It is open, however, to 
foreign ladies also, and as each inmate 
has a roomy, well-furnished chamber all 
to herself, and as arrangements exist for 
providing food, there is every inducement 
for foreign ladies also to seek in the in- 
stitution a period of rest and health-restor- 
ing regimen. The charges appear to be 
very moderate. Two yen per diem pays 
for everything, including foreign food. 
Ladies are allowed to have the attendance 
of any physician they please, but of course 
the services of the regular staff alone ave 
procurable without extra payment—that is 
to say, the services of the lady physicians 
allached to the institution. The building 
is very large, but as each inmate has her 
own room, and as many chambers are 
required for the purposes of parlours, 
reading-salons, and so forth, there is ac- 
commodation for twenty persons only. 
“Tsuno-hazu” is a name probably un- 
familiar to many of our readers, but it is 
a well-known suburb on the south-west of 
Tokyo, easily accessible from the Shinjuku 
station on the Circular Railway. We 
speak thus in detail, because we believe 
that the Sanitarium is calculated to be of 
much use to foreign ladies as well as to 
Japanese. 











M. Pierre Loti, whose real name is Lieutenant 


Julien Viaud, has completed his term of com-|U 


mand of the gunboat Faze/o/, stationed on the 
Bidassoa, The famous author will shortly un- 
dertake a journey in Far Eastern countries. 
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PAYMENT oF THE INDEMNITY. 
ye 

There seems to be an idea in some 
quarters that the peace of the Far East 
may be on the eve of disturbance through 
China’s failure to pay the installment of 
the Indemnity due in May. The Fapan 
Times, indeed, departs somewhat from its 
usually circumspect tone and refers in 
ominous terms to the contingency that 
“events will soon force Japan to come 
forward as a principal party” on the stage, 
and that should China’s efforts to raise 
the necessary funds prove unsuccessful 
“things thay easily come very nearly to 
the point of explosion.” It must be as- 
sumed, of course, that Japan will insist on 
holding China to her engagements, but we 
do not, for our own part, imagine that there 
will be any occasion for extreme measures. 
The sum to be paid over in May is only 
17-7 million taels. Can it be supposed 
that the Imperial Edict of which we pub- 
lished a translation on the 16th instant 
will fail to bring that amount into’ the 
Peking exchequer? We do not think so. 
The class of persons whose purchase of 
the “Sincerity Bonds” may be described 
as virtually compulsory, is very large— 
“Princes, Dukes and Nobles downwards 
in Peking, and from the Tartar-Generals, 
Viceroys and Goverpors in the Provinces 
down to their civil and military subordi- 
nates of every rank grade and class, whe- 
ther substantive or expectant ”—all these 
folks have to buy the Bonds “by way of 
setting an example to the business men 
of the country,” and, further, the de- 
puties charged with the function of 
selling the Bonds to the people are 
to have extraordinary promotion iy pro- 
portion to their success. The credit 
of the securities will be clearly established 
by the fact that they are to be received, 
at the periods of redemption, in payment 
of land taxes and salt duties, and in many, 
perhaps most, parts of the empire the 
Edict will be welcomed as a means of 
enabling officials to enrich themselves in 
connexion with the purchase and sale of 
the Bonds. It is scarcely conceivable that 
such a measure should fail to produce a 
large sum of money. We anticipate no 
difficulty in raising the 174 million taels 
due on May 8th. There is little proba- 
bility, indeed, that China will be able to 
pay over at that time the sum—83 million 
taels--which would completely clear off 
her indebtedness, but the mere installment 
of 17 millions ought to be an easy matter. 








DEPARTURE OF CAPTAIN MUNTER, 
Saas 

Captain Minter and Miss Minter left 
Yokohama by the Empress of fapan on 
the 15th instant. Captain Minter, who 
acted as the Agent of Lord Armstrong 
and Company in Japan for many years, 
lived throughout the greater part of the 
time in Tokyo, where he and his accom- 
plished daughter made a host of friends, 
by whom their departure will be sincerely 
regretted. Their hospitality was always 
of the most warm hearted description, 
and their absence will create a large gap 
in the social world of the capital. 








Sunday night’s earthquake appears to have 
been felt over a wide area. Telegrams are 
published in the vernacular papers this morn- 
ing from Matsumoto, Mayebashi, Chiba, Mito, 

na, Wakamatsu, Ashikaga, aud Utsuno- 








miya, all reporting a severe shock at 11.55 to 

12 o'clock. No damage of consequence is, 

however, recorded. 
Origine 
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NAVIES OF THE GREAT 
{ POWERS. 


N the 2oth of January, Sir MICHAEL 

Hicks-BEACH, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, speaking at Bristol, said that ‘ the 
Navy estimates would provide for more 
sailors, and that England would more than 
keep pace with the additions to the fleets 
of other Powers.” Reuter telegraphed to 
us that brief epitome of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer’s speech, and folks in the 
Far East were probably a little perplexed 
when they read the telegram, for there 
did not seem to be any adequate reason 
why a British statesman should go out of 
his way at that particular time to make 
Great Britain’s 
naval policy is based on the principle ex- 
pounded by Lord GEORGE HAMILTON 
when introducing the Naval Defence Act of 
1889, namely, that “the establishment 
should be on such a scale as to be at least 
equal to the naval strength of any two 
other countries.” That is a very “tall 
order ”—to use a slang expression—, but 
England bas filled it faithfully ever since 
she formulated it. Now, however, both 
France and Russia, the two Powers stand- 
ing next to her in maritime fighting capa- 
city, are making great efforts to increase 
their navies, and England is called upon 
to keep pace with them. Of course the 
British Government has all along been 
fully conversant with every detail of the 
French and Russian programmes, and has 
shaped its own course accordingly. But 
the public was not equally enlightened, 
and since it is only in deference to public 
opinion that official declarations like that 
of Sir MICHAEL HICKS-BEACH at Bristol 
are made, we are not surprised to learn that 
the question of French naval expansion 
was brought forward prominently and 
in full detail by Zhe Zsmes of January st, 
and that the result of the great journal’s 
action was to arouse interest so general 
and so keen as to call for some official 
notice. A correspondent of Zhe Times, 
in whose accuracy full confidence is said 
to be placed, analyses France’s project at 
such length that nearly three columns of 
the paper are occupied by his letter. Our 
limited space precludes us from repro- 
ducing it, nor, indeed, is reproduction 
necessary, for the salient facts can be 
very easily epitomized. 

Up to the year 1897, France gave her 
adherence to the principle of powerful 
battleships. There had not, it is true, 
been much continuity in her policy of 
naval construction. One obstacle to con- 
tinuity was that thirty changes took place 
in the control of the Ministry of Marine in 
twenty-seven years, the inevitable results 
being ‘a heterogeneous fleet and slow 
progress.” On the whole, however, the 
majority of prominent French 
officers maintained the view that power- 
ful battleships were essential in a fleet 


such an announcement. 
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necessary, could not serve as sub- 
stitutes for battleships. Hence there 
were always a considerable number of 
battleships on the stocks, side by side 
with cruisers and torpedo vessels. At the 
close of 1896, there were six battleships 
in various stages of construction—the 
Bouvet and Massena (ordered in 1892 and 
to be completed in 1898), the Charlemagne, 
St. Louis and Gaulots (to be ready in 
1899), and the Henri Quatre (tobe finished 
in 1901—; in 1897, the Féna, a twelve- 
thousand-ton iron-clad was ordered; and 
in the project prepared by the Minister of 
Marine, for 1898, three more first-class 
battleships of the ¥éna type were included. 
But before the 1898 project had received 
final approval, Mr. GOSCHEN, speaking 
in the British House of Commons, 
announced a new departure in cruiser 
construction—the building of four armour- 
ed cruisers for the British Navy—, and the 
French seem to have been influenced by 
English example, for they modified their 
programme, in the sense that only one 
battleship should be laid down during 
1898, but that cight cruisers should be 
commenced at once, six of them to be of 
9,500 tons and two of 7,600 tons. All 
these cruisers are to be of 21 knots speed 
and powerfully armed, with large coal- 
carrying capacity. It is expected that 
they will be completed by tgo2. If we 
add to this list five other first-class 
cruisers with protective decks, three of 
which are approaching completion, and 
the Feanne a’ Arc—a cruiser of over 11,000 
tons with a maximum estimated speed of 
23 knots—, which was commenced on the 
building-slip in October 1896, it appears 
that France will have a batch of fourteen 
first-class cruisers on the stocks during 
the present year, together seven 
battleships, to say nothing of smaller 
cruisers. Further, the 1898 project in- 
cludes eight torpedo-destroyers, six sea- 
going torpedo-boats and thirty-five first- 
class torpedo-boats of 24 knots for the 
defense mobile. The torpedo-boats will 
not go to actually swell the strength of 
the French Navy, for the official reports 
show that 112 first-class torpedo-boats 
are required ‘‘to replace earlier vessels 
that have proved unsatisfactory or that 
are considered unworthy of repair.” In 
point of fact, the activity shown by France 
in equipping herself with torpedo craft is 
inspired by England's example, for Great 
Britain’s recent and 


243 millions ave proposed to be spent. 
gtand scheme, but in view of what has happened 
(o previous programmes it may be thought desir- 
able to restrict investigation to the period ev 
in 1902, when most of the » above-mentioned 
areto be in service. For the period 1898-1902 it 
is estimated that the average annual expenditure 
on new ships aod their armaments will be about 
4} millions. ‘This year over four millions ave to 
be spent, and in rgor it is anticipated that neatly 
£4,800,000 will be required. For the five preced- 
tng years the corresponding average annual ex- 
penditure has been about £3,600,000, so that the 
Proposed increase is, rouglily, 25 per cent. This 
is very significant, 

In order to compare these figures with those in 
English returns, deductions must’ be made lor 
armaments and torpedoes. ‘Thus corrected, the 
Freneh expenditure on hulls, engines, &c., for 
uew ships in 1898 will be about £3,650,000, or 
about 20 per cent, move than in 1897. | Iu our 
Estimates for 1897-98 the corresponding provision 
exceeds seven millions, so that the increased 
French estimate is little above 50 per cent, of our 
provision, 
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It has to be remembered, of course, that 
the mere figures—7 millions sterling for 
England in the fiscal year 1897-8 and 
43,650,000 for France in 1898—do not 
convey the whole truth. England gets 
more for her money than France does: 
she builds her ships more cheaply. For 
example, France estimates that she will 
have toto pay £710,000 for each of the 
9,500-tons cruisers, laid down this year, 
the speed of which is to be 21 knots. 
England’s largest cruisers, the Powerful 
and Jerriéle, which have a displacement 
of 14,200 tons and a speed of 22 knots, 
cost only £700,000 each. Moreover, 
France can not yet build as quickly as 
England does. There is a marked differ- 
ence in favour of the latter Power. 

It was, as we have said, the publication 
of this French programme in Zhe Times 
that led to the statement made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Whatever 
efforts France and Russia make, England 
is determired to keep her fleet up to their 
combined strength. Russia’s Budget for 
1898 shows an expenditure of 27 millions 
of roubles—2} millions sterling—for ship- 
building, an increase of 20 per cent. on 
1897. Thus the joint expenditures of 
France and Russia on new ships (exclud- 
ing armaments) in 1898 is to be about six 
millions sterling, the English figure for 
1897-8 having been seven millions, It is 
arace of colossi. England leads easily, 
and we may doubt whether it is not her 
example that furnishes the chief incentive 
for these huge increments. Her Naval 
Defence Act of 1889 was followed by an 
outburst of energy on the’ part of France 
and Russia, and her big expenditure in 
1897-8 seems to have roused the two 
Powers to fresh rivalry. Germany will 
probably come in to force the pace, for if 
the KalseR’s scheme be approved by 
the Reichstag, France will doubtless put 
more battleships on the stocks, and thus 
England must make a fresh effort. 
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now-in-hand con- 
structions represent 100 first-class tor- 
pedo-boats costing 44 millions sterling. 
It may be noted here that the Japanese 
post-dellum programme of naval expansion 
includes 11 destroyers and 8g torpedo- 
boats. 

As to expenditure, we can not do better 
than quote the figures of The Times’ cor- 
respondent :— 

Stanting from 


These figures and statements suggest 
one reflection—not a new reflection, in- 
deed, but a reflection that seems to be fre- 
quently lost sight of. Foreign critics, and 
indeed some English critics, for the matter 
jofithat;-make a habit of sneering at Great 
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Britain’s belligerent strength, and of deny- 
ing her right to a voice in the war councils 
of first-class Powers because her land forces 
number only halfa million men, But it is 
by her strength at sea that England must 
be judged. She does not want a huge 
army ; has no conceivable use for it. For 
defensive and offensive purposes, her fleet 
is practically the only arm that she has to 
keep up toahigh standard of efficiency, 
and when we remember that she maintains 
a navy more than equal to the navies of 
any other two Powers, we are inclined to 
ask by what kind of standard her critics 
Propose to measure her strength. Ger- 
many, Russiaand France are situated with 
regard to their armies pretty much as Eng- 
land is situated with regard to her navy, 
yet not one of the three can pretend that its 
army is equal to the combined armies of the 
other two. For all fighting purposes within 
the only arena where she has to figure Eng- 
land is incomparably the strongest Power 
in the world. No one is so unreasonable 
as to expect, we presume, that she should 
equip herself to fight in an arena which 
neither her interests nor her duties re- 
quire her to enter. 








GAMBLING IN FAPAN. 


ser Sears 
W® observe that a local contemporary 

expresses uneasiness about the 
possibilities of police procedure after the 
Revised Treaties go intooperation. Bat- 
ches of Japan gamblers are from time to 
time arrested and carried off to the nearest 
magistrate to be summarily dealt with, 
and in view of that fact the question is 
asked, ‘ will the administration of the law 
against gambling be made partial, and 
Japanese offenders alone be punished for 
infractions thereof, while foreigners’ guilty 
doings are to be winked at.” It is cer- 
tainly a quaint commentary on the mood 
of the foreigner that he should expect a 
special licence for his “ guilty doings" as 
well as for his innocent pastimes after he 
is placed under Japanese jurisdiction. If 
One of the objections to the abolition of 
Consular Jurisdiction be that offences com- 
mitted by foreign residents with impunity 
so long as they are exempted from the 
operation of Japanese laws, will not be 
possible to them when they pass under 
those laws—if that be one of the objec- 
tions, Consular Jurisdiction is introduced 
to the public in a new character, the 
character of a protector of wrong-doing. 
That, however, is a phase of the problem 
which need not concern us, for certainly 
our contemporary would repudiate it, and 
so would every respectable foreign resi- 
dent. The point made by the prophets 
of evil is that Europeans and Americans 
are addicted to card-playing, especially 
such games as whist, poker, cribbage and 
so on; that these amusements are virtually 
harmless and are carried on in the best 
sociely, but that, when Consular Jurisdic- 
tion has been abolished, there will be 





danger of the police walking into private 
houses and carrying off to the lock-up a 
quartette of grave and reverend seniors 
who have just arrived at the psychological 
point of a rubber, or a party of gay youths 
who are in the act of “raising” one 
another out of abig pool, Well, we do 
not say that perils of that kind cau be 
altogether pooh-poohed, The laws against 
gambling are very severe in Japan, and the 
manner of their enforcement is not loose. 
Whether,that is a fair cause of complaint 
may be reasonably doubted. We may be 
ptoud of our civilization, and agreeably 
convinced that every custom not in accord 
with our own usages is necessarily wrong, 
but if prejudice be laid aside and reason 
alone consulted, it will be found that, in 
some respects at any rate, Japanese cus- 
toms stand on a higher moral plane than 
do those of the West. In early days, 
gambling was not interdicted in England. 
British legislators do not Seem to have 
regarded it as a vice the suppression of 
which should give them any concern. It is 
true, indeed, that a few games were pro- 
hibited altogether, and that others were 
reserved for people of social position, But, 
on the whole, there was no recognition that 
gambling should be regarded as avice. By 
and by, when his gracious Majesty HENRY 
VIII. came to the Throne, the authorities 
found that, owing to the invention of new 
games of chance, men’s minds were diver- 
ted from archery and other warlike ‘pur- 
suits, ‘to the detriment of the realm,” 
and statutes were accordingly enacted 
interdicting games of chance to “ artificers, 
crafismen, husbandmen, apprentices, la~ 
bourers, fishermen or serving men.” In 
short, the upper classes were permitted 
to gamble, the lower forbidden. So things 
remained until the days of GeorGe IL, 
when the law became paternally solicitous, 
hot about the people's morals, but about 
their pockets, and it was enacted that if 
any man were convicted of winning or 
losing at play or by betting £10 or £20 
within 24 hours, he should be fined five 
times the sum for the benefit of the poor 
of the parish. Bets were then recognised 
by law as equally valid with any other 
kind of contract. Coming to the Vic- 
torian era, of which Englishmen are justly 
so proud, we find that the general principle 
underlying the laws against gambling is a 
most invidious one, Practically, games of 
chance are forbidden to the poor and 
connived atin the rich. It is true that all 
betting houses and gaming houses are 
interdicted, and that betting or gaming in 
any public place is prohibited. But bet- 
tng clubs like ‘Tattersall’s are permitted, 
and no attempt is made to interfere with 
gambling in private houses. In fact, if 
the Victorian statutes be examined closely, 
it will be found that their motive is to 
not gambling generally, but 
gambling in which the advantage of the 
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chances is with certain persons—as the 
keepers of “banks”’ or gaming houses—, 


y Google 


and that the distinction made between 
gambling places open to all and sundry 
and betting clubs like Tattersall’s, is not 
based on morality but on expediency ; the 
former being frequented mainly by a 
poorer class of persons who can not afford 
the luxury of gambling and will be tempt- 
ed by their losses to defraud their em- 
ployers, whereas the latter are the resort 
of the upper classes and the wealthy. In 
Japan, on the contrary, games of chance 
where money is staked have been illegal 
from time immemorial, and nothing in the 
provisions of the law tends to set up a 
distinction between the upper and the 
lower classes. The crucial test of illegality 
is the staking of money. Unless that 
feature be present, the law, as we under- 
stand it, recognises no criminality, In 
England, on the contrary, the fact that 
money is staked need not be proved in 
order to establish the character of a 
gaming-house: it is enough that cards, 
dice, and other instruments of gaming 
are found there. In England, again, 
backgammon, billiards and whist being 
lawful games, the staking of money 
by a player would not render them unlaw- 
ful, though a law court would not assist 
the winner to recover his bets. But in 
Japan a game becomes unlawful from 
the moment that money is staked on its 
results, and while folks are free to play 
with cards or dice—as in hana-awase ot 
sugoroku—so long as they make no bets, 
they subject themselves to police inter- 
ference from the moment that they put up 
a money stake. It will thus be seen that 
wheu]we pass under Japanese jurisdiction, 
we shall run a certain measure of risk if 
we play for quarter-dollar points at whist 
or ten-se counters at poker, but inasmuch 
as money is never visibly passed from 
hand to hand at these games, it is difficult 
to see how the police could obtain evidence 
of its being staked. A great many persons 
will probably say that an excellent reform 
would be achieved if all games involving 
money were driven out of existence, and 
will welcome the extension of the Japanese 
system as a step in the right direction. 
Let us refrain from discussing that funda- 
mental question, our immediate object 
being rather to consider what practical 
difference will be experienced by the fo- 
reign resident when he passes under 
Japanese jurisdiction. We venture to say 
that it will be an imperceptible difference, 
so far as games of chance are concerned. 
The efforts of the Japanese police are 
directed almost entirely against the pro- 
fessional gambler : they do not carry their 
interference into the sphere of private life 
except on so rare as to be 
manifest exceptions. Some three years 
ago, considerable excitement was caused 
by a police raid upon the suburbin villa 
of a certain well-known Tokyo merchant, 
where gambling with cards for big stakes 
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was going on. Among the players were 
gentlemen, and policitians of high standing 
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ia the capital, and a serious scandal was 
apprehended for a moment. The police, 
however, failed to prove their case at the 
preliminary inquiry, and nothing more 
was heard of the matter, but public 
opinion, so far as any expression of it 
became audible, was entirely on the side 
of the guardians of the law. It appears 
to have been understood that the villa in 
question had attained unwholesome noto- 
tiety as a place for gambling, and people 
appreciated very well that the police could 
not enforcethe anti-gaming law with strict- 
ness against professional gamblers and 
their victims, while suffering it to remain a 
dead letter in the case of the upper ten.” 
An unpleasant prospect can certainly be 
derived from that experience. The police 
may by-and-by learn that poker, whist, 
and such games are regularly played for 
money at clubs frequented by foreigners, 
and that, although hard cash does not 
actually change hands during the course 
of the play, payments are made in 
the sequel. Whether it might be con- 
sidered necessary to interfere in such 
cases, we cat) not venture to predict. But 
we know, as a matter of fact, that card- 
playing for money is indulged in by 
Japanese of good social position quite as 
extensively, on the average, as itis in- 
dulged in by the foreign residents, and 
that the players are not interfered with. 
In fact, sanctity of domicile exists almost 
as effectually in Japan as in England. The 
police know nothing of what takes place 
in private houses or social clubs, and with- 
out such knowledge as would enable them 
to surprise offenders in fagrante delicto, 
they have no authority to interfere. The 
case of the suburban villa quoted above] 
would never have occurred had not poli- 
tical jealousy and commercial rivalry fur- 
uished information otherwise inaccessible 
to the guardians of thelaw. Still, certain 
broad facts must be recognised; namely, 
that there is more professional gambling 
among the middle and lower orders in 
Japan than in most European countries ; 
that the prohibitions of the law are ex- 
ceptionally strict with regard to games 
involving money bets ; that the police en- 
force the law zealously, and that there is 
notlikely to be any discrimination in favour 
of foreigners. The outlook does not alarm 
us at all, but our readers are in a position 
to judge for themselves. 


By devoting so much space to this 
matter, we may, perhaps, create an im- 
pression that gambling is prevalent among 
the foreign communities at the open ports, 
and that its possible suppression after the 
abolition of Consular jurisdiction is re- 
garded with general uneasiness. That 
would bea most erroneous inference, The 
question was raised originally by local 
journalists who seemed ig see a duty in 
inspiring apprehensions about the results 
of passing under Japanese jurisdiction, 
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simulated apprehension the contingency cf 
police raids upon private houses where a 
rubber of whist or a game of poker was 
going on. But the truth is that these 
points have interest for only a very limited 





section of the foreign communities. There 
are not a score of men in Yokohama who 
play whist ; probably not even as many 
who care for poker, and doubtless not a 
dozen who make a habit of playing either. 
These “rare birds” will, we believe, find 
that they can pursue their pastiine just as 
uninterruptedly after July 17th, 1899, as 
they can to-day, but since we have set 
down the bases of our belief plainly 
enough, our readers caw judge for them- 
selves. 








INHUMAN SPOR7S. 


is Pare 

HE officers of the Seventh Army Divi- 

sion, which has ils head-quarters in 
Sapporo, recently organized a day's 
winter sports at that place. One of the 
amusements was the pursuit of a pig on 
the ice by ten youths who, after a good 
deal of slipping and falling, finally beat 
the poor porker to death, 


This event is 
narrated in the columns of the Fapan 
Times, 
from some of the local foreign news- 
papers; one regarding it as an “ evidence 
of inextinct barbarism” ; another calling 
it ‘a remarkable display of savagery.” 
We, too, on reading the account in the 
Japan Times, were revolted by such 
abominable cruelty, and had taken pen in 
hand to denounce it when suddenly we 
recalled fox-hunting, coursing, and fly- 
fishing, to say nothing of cock-fighting, 
badger-baiting, and dog-fighting. What 
shall be said? Whether is itcrueller and 
more savage that a party of gentlemen 
should turn out with a pack of hounds to 
hunt a fox, and should run the animal 
down until it becomes too exhausted to 
fly any farther acd is torn to pieces by 
the hounds, or that half a score of men 
with clubs should pursue a pig over the 
ice and cudgel it to death? Truly the 
question is difficult to answer, Death 
from blows of sticks and death under the 
teeth of a dozen dogs differ, probably, in 
rapidity, ‘The pig's case seems the harder. 
But physiological research suggests: that 
neither animal would be conscious of 
much suffering at the supreme moment. 
Even a man does not feel his wounds 
when he is battling for life. The agony 
endured during the race to escape from a 
host of relentless pursuers is doubtless far 
more intense than the physical pain felt 
when the blow falls at last. In England 
and Ireland fox-hunting is the pastime of 
From the Prince of 


and has evoked severe comments 


all the upper classes. 
WALES to the petty farmer, everybody that 
can keepa mount rides to hounds. Noone 
thinks of what the fox suffers. 
morial habit of the sport has banished 


The imme- 


| such reflections, and, even though some 









moral philosopher were to undertake a pro- 
Renard propaganda with pen and speech, 
he would probably be answered by argu- 
ments based on the training of nerve and 
muscle, the benefit to health, and the pro- 
motion of equestrianism that result from 
fox-hunting, We are by no means sure 
that the victory would not rest with the 
fox-hunter in the discussion. He might 
justly urge that the law of nature has 
obviously placed certain creatures at the 
mercy of others, and that if the killing of 
a fox can contribute to the bodily vigour, 
the amusement, and the equestrian skill of 
a number of men, while at the same time 
tending to improve the breed of horses in 
acountry, the fox may be sacrificed with 
as little compunction as attends the 
slaughter of a calf for veal or of a 
deer for venison. It would be diffi- 
cult to marshal similar arguments in de- 
fence of the clubbing of a pig on an ice- 
field, but so far as humane instincts are 
concerned, the one performance appears 
lo be as shocking as the other. Then, 
again, few of the pleas that extenuate fox- 
hunting apply to coursing or fly-fishing. 
The pursuit of a hare by greyhounds, 
though not without spectacular attractions, 
is an intensely painful sight to any 
thoughtful person, and it may be doubted 
whether anything more barbarous has 
ever been conceived than hooking a fish 
by the mouth and holding it thus until its 
wild struggles foe freedom end in exhaus- 
tion and death. People who indulge in 
such pastimes, and who but recently loved 
to bait badgers, fight cocks or dogs, and 
cluster round a ring where pugilists batter- 
ed one anotherinto helplessness, must hesi- 
tate before they denounce as ‘‘a remark- 
able display of savagery” the hunting of 
a pig over ice and its slaughter with clubs, 
The question whether the Japanese are 
more or less humane than the average 
European is difficult to answer. We do 
not hear in this country of children pur- 
posely maimed or otherwise deformed to 
serve as objects for exciting charity; we 
do not hear of boys and girls done to 
death by appallingly cruel methods for 
the sake of an insurance or because of 
some strange lack of parental instinct on 
the part of their fathers or mothers; we 
do not hear of wives kicked to death. 
But we do hear of married women upon 
whom their husbands’ conduct inflicts 
moral agony to which they would certainly 
prefer a hundred kicks from hob-nailed 
boots. Again, though in the rural dis- 
tricts farmers treat their 
almost unvarying kindness, the animals 
yoked to carriages and carts in the cities 
and settlements and on some of the high- 
ways are often brutally ill-used. For pur- 
poses of comparison, however, the case of 
horses affords no data. Everyone knows 
how things fared with the London cab- 
We doubt 
whether Japan furnishes any examples so 
m| Butwhen positive displays of 


horses with 


horse until very recent years. 
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philanthropy and humanity come to be 
considered, a marked deficiency shows 
itself on the side of the Japanese. In- 
stances of noble men and women who de- 
vote their lives to the care of orphans or 
the succouring of the indigent are not 
wanting, but they are few and far be- 
tween, and if figures could be obtained 
showing the amounts contributed annually 
for charitable and philanthropic purposes, 
the total would scarcely equal even one of 
the many magnificent donations made 
every year in England and the United 
States for such aims. Every foreigner 
travelling or residing in Japan must 
have been shocked, from time to time, 
by the method of treating lunatics. Only 
a few months ago, an imbecile might have 
been seen at Hakone confined in what 
was virtually a cage, where, from year’s 
end to year’s end, he received neither 
medical assistance nor loving tendance, 
but was simply fed like a wild beast in a 
menagerie. 
such sights with horror and profound 
pity. Yet humane Japanese do not seem 
to think of establishing asylums where 
these unhappy sufferers can find refuge. 
There is only one lunatic asylum in Tokyo. 
It is controlled by the Municipality ; its 
accommodation is very limited, and its 
terms place it beyond the reach of the 
poor. The fact is that the tide of virtue 
does not flow as high or the wave of vice 
ebb as low in Japan as in the West. The 
range of action is narrower, and the senti- 
ments that inspire it are less profound here 
than there. | Why that should be the case, 
we can not pause to consider now, but 
we believe that our readers will agree 
with us as to the fact. It is not safe, 
therefore, to draw any general inferences 
from a comparison of extremes. We must 
try to strike an average, and that is where 
the difficulty presents itself. On the whole 
we are inclined to think that moral znsou- 
ciance is the chief sin to be laid to the 
charge of the Japanese. They are not 
actively cruel: very far from it indeed. 
Their kindness to children is proverbial ; 
their patience with one another’s failings 
is almost inexhaustible; and their mutual 
helpfuluess in seasons of distress repre- 
sents a high standard of altruism. But 
they will not interfere to save a horse 
from the brutality of its driver, and they 
will sit calmly in a jinrikisha while its 
drawer with throbbing beart and straining 
muscles toils up a steep hill. They do not 
recognise, in short, that every man has a 
mission of mercy, and that he is culpable 
if he fails to fulfil it to the best of his 
ability even at the risk of intruding upon 
his neighbour’s sphere of independence. 
It may be urged that such a duty does not 
receive general recognition anywhere. 
Perhaps not, but in some Western coun- 
tries it has received sufficient recognition 
to prompt the organization of societies 
for the prevention of cruelty to animals or 
children, and by the efforts ese SO- 
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cieties the effective sway of humane prin- 
ciples has been incalculably extended. We 
have endeavoured to induce prominent 
Japanese to form such a society in this 
country, and we have endeavoured to in- 
duce members of the Diet to introduce a 
law to which appeal might be made against 
persons ill-treating animals. But our 
efforts have been fruitless. A law alone 
would not suffice. It did not suffice in 
England. Private philanthrophy had to 
come actively to its aid. That will have 
to be the case in Japan also. But when? 
Neither the legislatnre nor society seems 
disposed to trouble itself about the matter. 








AN IMPOSTER. 
ce 

We observe that a Mr. Henry Lewis 
has been delivering a lecture on Japan 
and the Japanese in Saint Louis. The 
lecture seems to have been a miserable 
affair. Professor J. M. Dixon, formerly 
of the Imperial Engineering College, 
Tokyo, and now of Washington Univers- 
ity, an excellent authority on everything 
Japanese, has denounced the lecture as 
“not only vulgar and at times obscene, 
but also inaccurate, and displaying a mar- 
vellous ignorance of even the simpest 
matters of pronunciation of Japanese 
names.” However, the lecture interests 
us less than the fact that Mr. Henry Lewis 
reptesented himself as having been war 
correspondent for the Fapan Mail during 
the China-Japan war. “That is wholly un- 
true. We never heard the man’s name 
until now, and never employed him in any 
capacity whatever. So far, then, as con- 
cerns his statement that he acted in the 
capacity of war correspondent for this 
journal, he has imposed upon the public, 
and we trust the S#. Louis Star, which 
refers to the subject in its issue of January 
18th, will assist in denouncing Mr. Lewis’ 
fraud lest he find credit with a community 
where there is no Professor Dixon to 
criticise him. 








JAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
oA ia 
The export of silk textiles from Japan in- 
creases year by year, alleges the Zokyo Shimbun, 
markets being found in all parts of the world, 
The value of Aabutae, silk handkerchiefs and 
other goods annually exported is reported to 
amount to no less than twenty million yen, 
Fukui prefecture alone receives over four million 
yen from ite manufacture of Aabufae, while 
Kawamata realizes half that amount. Kana- 
gawa, Kirin, and Ashikaga secure allogether 
over ten millions, Silk handkerchiefs and 
other textiles are annually exporied in increased 
quantities and at high prices. These, it is 
expecied, will become staple exports next in 
rank to raw silk in a year or two, 











A telegram from London, received by the 
Mitsui Bussan Kwaisha on the afternoon of the 
ith instant, and published in the F¢ 
ported that’ Texas middling cotton 








to be 
shipped in March or April has risen in value 


to 20,90 ye per picul, Another telegram re- 
ceived on the following day placed the value of 
the same cotton al 21 yer. 


The example set by the Bank of Japan in 
raising the rate of interest has been followed 
by the Yokohama Specie Bank, though the 
step taken by the latter is, it is said, by no 
means based on the requirements of the econo- 
mic market, The rates are now as follow :— 
For advance payment of exchange bills, 2.9 

; for temporary overdralts, between 3sen and 
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3.1 sen; the above to be carried into operation 
nt. Discounts on the secu- 
rity of raw and waste silk are fixed at 2.9 sen. 
while those on commercial notes vary from 2.8 
sen to 3 sen. Alterations in these respects were 
enforced from the roth instant. The rates for 
deposits :—Temporary deposits, 4.5 per 
cent per annum ; fixed deposits for three months 
5.5 per cent. ; for 6 months, 6 per cent ; for one 
year, 6.5 per cent. 














The post bellum trade has been adverse to 
us, remarks the Vorosu. Yet the receipts of 
installments and the sale of War Bonds have 
directly contributed to the inflow of specie de- 
spite a gross excess in imports. Towards the 
close of last year, however, both the Indemnity 
and War Bonds accounts were nearly settled, and 
the trade began to show a marked effect upon the 
metallic currency. Such effects were keenly felt 
in the beginning of this year. Although no trade 
return for Jannary is yet published by the 
Finance Department, the aggregate total of ex- 
ports andimports for Yokohamaand Kobe for the 
month under review is known to be 9,149.980 
yen and 16,591,392 yen respectively, showing 
an excess in imports of 7,441,512 yen: The 
export and import of bullion amounted to 
7,370,601 yen and 567,028 yen in value respec- 
tively, the excess in exports being 6,802,972 yen. 
Thus trade indicates an excess in imports of 
over 7,440,000 y'e#, while ballion shows an ex- 
cess in exports of over 6,800,000 yen. Our com- 
mercial aunals, asserts the Forosu, can not 
furnish an instance in which such an enormous 
excess in imports and such a huge ou:flow of 
gold were noticeable during one month, This 
anomaly will probably not cease for some time to 
come, and the excess of imports for this year 
must be expected to exceed seventy million yen. 











Legal proceedings have beeninstituted against 
the Forosu by the Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce with reference to an alleged libel 
arising out of the Osaka Rice Exchange com- 
pilations. The Vorosu has evidently determin- 
ed not to take things submissively, for in its 
leader a few days ago it remarked : ‘ The Cabi- 
nelis eager for the enforcement of despotism 
under the guise of a constitutional system, No 
wonder therefore that it spares no effort to sup- 
press the vo v populi through the law, Whether 
dignitaries who are utterly wanting in self-res- 
pect and are constantly bringing disgrace upon 
themselves have a right to ste persons who re- 
gard them with contempt is a question which 
requires solution by moralists of the present 
day;” an expression of opinion which, uttered 
while the case is sub /udice, would in England 
infallibly have secured the writer imprisonment 
for contempt of Count. 





The export of tea from Yokohama last 
month was as follows:—To San Fransico, 
123,972 catties ; to New York, 252,934 catties ; 
to Canada, 277,416 catties ; to Chicago, 201,150 
catties ; to Pacific ports, 23,196 catlies. Arrivals 









and sales of tea from the beginning of the 
season up to the end of last month, compared 
with those for the 29th year, may be tabulated 
as follows :— 








goth years agth years Increase or 
decrease. 
Catties. Catties- Cattles. 
Arrivals ...... 21,801,900 22,328,100 §26,200 
Sales 21,659,900 24,241,800 581,900 
Yen, Yen. Yen. 
Value realized 6,115,660 4,530,626 1,285,033 
Average wa. | 28.23 21.63 660 


That Hokkaido, with its cold climate, will be 
utterly unfit for sericulture is a supposition ar- 
rived at without sufficient consideration. A per- 
son who made a tour of inspection in the North 
last year reports that though the silk industry 
there is still in a state of immaturity, yet the 
cocoons produced are in no way inferior in 
quality to those raised in most of the worth 
eastern districts and in the neighbourhood of 
Shinshiu, The @evelopment of the industry, 
the Fifi thinks, may be confidently expected. 


Rumour was recently afloat that the Depart- 
mendofAgsculturp and Commerce had found 
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is necessary to alter the site for the Government 
Iron Foundry. This, however, is strenuously 
denied by Mr. Wada, Director of the Foundry, 
who, says the Fifi, atatcs that the neighbourhood 
of Wakamatsu has been definitely fixed npon for 
the institution, and no change will be made. The 
fact that the depth of water in Wakamatsu port 
is only ten feet, rendering it difficult of entry 
for large vessels, gave tise to the rmmour. But 
that will not be for long. A company was lately 
organised under the name of the Wakamaisu 
Harbour Company, with a capital of 1,500,000 
yen, to undertake the work of deepening the 
channel to twenty feet up to the side of the 
Foundry embankments. ‘That will enable ships 
of over 2,000 tons to enter freely. 








From the Zokyo Shimbun we gather that 
40.000 cases of Sumatra oil are shortly to arrive 
in Yokohama to the order of Messrs. Raspe & 
Co., and that of this amount 10,000 cases have 
been already taken by Mr. Takenouchi at Mi 
mi Nakadoti, at the rate of 1.90 yen per case. 
Mr. Takenouchi lately imported 10,000 bags of 
Formosan rice, which were readily sold at fa- 
vourable prices in spite of the marke’s being 
gintted with foreign cereals of all descriptions. 
The amount of foreign rice imported into Yoko- 
hama during January exceeded 250,000 bags, 
valued at 1,500,000 yen. A telegram from 
Shanghai announces a rise in the price of tice 
by twenty sen per bag owing to the increasing 
demand in Yokohama. 


The tea brought into the Kobe market from 
the various paris of the empire last year 
amounted, according to the Fit, to 13,503,309 
catties, of which 12,000 253 catlies were ex- 
ported. The following are the details:—To 
New Vork, 325,784 catties; to Chicago, 
5,273,303 catties; to San Francisco, 700,682 
catties ; to Buffalo, 15,600 catties; to Portland, 
07 catties; to Tacoma, 404,865 catties; to 
nepeg, 8,759 catlies; io Binghampton, 
15,120 catties; 10 Milwaukee, 14,239 catties ; 
to Canada, 1,020,694 catties; to Hamilton, 
354.954 catties; to Montreal, 118,852 catties ; 
to Vancouver, 197,592 calties; to London, 
302,208 callies; to Seattle. 20.292 catties; to 
Toronto, 43,876 catties; to Honolula, 1,238 
catties, &c. 




















Kanten (agar-agar) has 
been extremely prosperous during the past few 
years, the quotations at one time rising to 87 
yen. The business, however, has suddenly 
come to a standstill, Since the arrival of the 
new season's goods, about 2,000 cases have 
been exported, and the market is glutied, 
Prices have now fallen, says the Fifi, to 65 yen, 
and a further depreciation is expected. 


Yokohama’s trade 


















Ata meeting of the Osaka Muni 
cil held on the 8th instant, the chief engineer 
engaged on the construction of the port 
is reported to have stated that the scheme will 
probably be completed within eight years. It 
will be possible to commence work on the 
embankment next January. 


The amount of silver subsidiaries to be mint- 
ed from April last to March this year was esti- 
mated, according to the Afainiché, at ten million 
yen, of which 7,500,000 yén have already been 
struck, The manufacture of 50 sen pieces 
occupies attention at present, and it is said that 
2,,5000,000 yen will be issued by March, 


The silk trade of Yokohama is now very pro- 
sperous, the -74/i asserts. Sales on the 14th 
instant amounted to 1,200 bales of filatures and 
hanks, of which seven-tenths were taken by No. 
168. Quotations stood at 830 yen except for 
Shinshia filatures, which were sold at 950 yen 
The rise in prices on the whole was no jess than 
five yen per bale, but the market is still eager 
for fresh purch: 











The rumour that Russia is disposed to press 
loans upon China has recently been a source 
of excitement in England. Russia’s scheme 
to furn the Chinese with funds would cer- 
tainly secure her financial ascendency in the 
Celestial enipire, while England must expect 





al Coun-|¢ 


The English government, says the Fiji, is now 
reported to have resolved to raise a Chinese loan 
in the London market ou its own security, ‘If 
that be so the bonds will nat be subject to such 
serions fluctuations as have usually attended 
the financial arrangements of China. There 
should be no,difficulty in raising a loan; it 
depends entirely upou the amount of remune- 
ration to England. 








Commenting upon the cotton-spinning in- 
dustry of Japan during the latter half of last 
year, the Shogyo, summarizing details given 
elsewhere in our columns, says that the num- 
ber of spindles ia motion totalled 781,619 per 
month, and the supply of cotton amounted to 
14,952,168 Awamme (124,601,400 Ibs), the 
average price being 20.11 yen per picul. Com- 
pared with the figures for 1896, there is an in- 
crease of 32 per cent. in the number of spindles, 
bat the augmentation in the supply of cotton 
is limited to 27 percent. From these facts it 
may be inferred that the industry during the 
second half of 1897 was far from prosperous. 
One of the reasons 1s that despite the apprecia 
tion of cotton by eight per cent, the value of fuel 
has extravagantly risen, Last year an increase 
of 75 percent. was noticeable in the price of 
coal, and the wages of male labourers rose 
16 per cent., and those of females 18 per cent, 
compared with the corresponding period of 1896, 
The value of yarns rose ouly one per cent., and 
the manufacturers reaped but a small amount of 
profit on a limited turnover. 
was a partial suspension of work and reduction 
of reserves and dividends, 





The 717i expresses surprise at the steady 
tetrogression shown in postal enterprise during 
the past ten years. The total mileage of sail- 
ways in the zo year of A/eié (1887) was a 
Intl+ over 530 miles, but it had increased 10 
2,500 miles by the end of 1896; the capitals ot 
various companies, which in 1887 aggregated 
176 million yen only, had increased by the roth 
year to 637 millions; while foreign trade in- 
creased in volume from 96 millions to 289 
millions, But despite this progress in other 
directions the posial system indicates a grievous 
decline. Although mail matter shows a vast 
increase as a natural result of ever growing 
civilization, the number of post offices and 
postal agencies have decreased from 4,795 to 
4.276. Each post office serves from 5-48 to 
5.80 square miles, while the population in each 
postal district is about 9,900. An expansion 
of postal machinery ought to follow advance in 
other directions, but the Authorities appear to 
have taken an opposite course. The Depart- 
ment for Communications is reactionary. The 
Fiii fails, however, to notice the true reason, 
uamely, that the Vepartment can not obtain the 

ds necessary for developing its business. 








The sa&é tax, next to the land tax, is the 
principal source of revenue in Japan, The de- 
mand for mixed liquors, however, has increased 
considerably of late, and the sales of clear saké 
are gradually diminishing, In view of these 
facts 1 became necessary -for the Government 
to adopt suitable means for the control of 
spirituous liquors, Taxes on spirits have been 
hitherto levied according to regulations special 
ly established for the purpose, and those on 
mixed liquors are fixed at six yen per hokw. 
This rate, however, has failed to prevent the 
almost universal use of spirits for the adultera- 
tion of clear saké, A Aoku of spirits, at present, 
costs 25 yen only, and can be used for mann- 
facturing five 4okn of mixed liquor, The original 
value of the latter therefore does not exceed 
five yen, whereas clear saéé is required to 
pay seven yen per kokw in taxes only. The 
popularity of the mixed liquor may, from these 
circumstances, be easily imagined. How then 
is it possible to get rid of the present anomaly ? 
According (o the new Customs Tariff to be 
enforced from the latter half of the current 
year, spirits are to be charged an import duly 
of 45 per cent ad valorem. But this will not 
secure the saké brewers. = The Government 
should, the Michi Nichi urges, undertake the 
monopoly of the sale of spirits for the benefit 








her influence to wane ina CLO! sol 


of the saké dealers, 
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The consequence | * 





REVIEWS 
poe gee 
Perhaps a greater tribute to a writer's power 
could scarcely be given than the fact that hav- 
ing sat down in a somewhat critical mood to 
real the book before him the would-be critic 
completely lost sight of his self-imposed task 
during the first two chapters in the all-absorbing 
interest-of the tale itself, ‘his was onr ex 
perience with ‘His Chiet’s Wife,” the first 
venture, we believe, in the field of fiction, of a 
popular lady resident of Tokyo. The story is 
a powerful one, told with vigour, and in 
the more intense scenes, much delicacy. It 
deals with men and women, whose prototypes 
we jog against daily; the action is never 
allowed to flag or be impeded py those dis- 
quisilions on every subject under the sun such 
as have well-nigh bored novel-readers -to 
death during the past ten years, Indeed, the 
“New Woman” is altogether refreshingly 
absent from these pages, and the style is lucid 
and restrained to a degree,—no slight achieve- 
ment when we reflect that the scene is laid in 
Brazil, where the wild luxuriance of natue 
surely affords, if anywhere in the world, temp- 
tations for word painting. Yet the following 
is, perhaps, the longest description—that of a 
Brazilian foresti—in the book, 
“Ol! that forest, with its high 
aves grown aud tangled vegetation 
oft 














banks of 
with its trees 
ant bloom—purple, golden, crim- 
from the boughs of which hung knotted 
creepers, trailing for yards upon the ground, aud 
on the tranks of which grew a gorgeous garden of 
red and purple parasites. Hilda gazed with an 
artist's eye al all this world of colossal beanty—at 
those lofty palm, those rich, dark mango-teers, 
and noble ferns that grew so bigh that they seemed 








to mingle with the azure sky above her, 


As the sun sose in the heavens, a profound and 
almost overwhelming stillness sank down upan the 
woods. The gaudy butte: flies ce: ttings, 
and took their soft siestas within the blackness of 
the forest-depths, The birds no longer called to 
each other, but vanished from sight; buried alive 
ina tomb of vegetation, tangled and impenet 
Only vow and again a brilliant-hued humming. 
bird flew across their path, poised itself for a 
second upon some sweet and hanging blossom, 
and then vanished like a flashing jewel actoss tle 
far from human sight. 

Here is a portrait of the hero, Hugh Neville, 
the yonnger son of a Cambridgeshire squire, 
and second Secretary of the British Legation in 
Brazil :—" A good-looking young Englishman 
of the Saxon type, with fair, cuily hair, fresh 
complexion, and bright blue eyes shining with 
intelligence, he possessed that air of general 
benevolence wiich accompanies his type.” And 
that is all, bat how perfect the picture ! 

The story is woven out of the lives of the 
vatious social units which compose the corps 
diplomatique of Petrofiolis,— Ministers, Sec- 
retaries, their wives and families. No outsider 
intrudes within those hallowed precine! e 
feel at once that itis a world which the author 
knows thoroughly,—the social atmosphere she 
has herself breathed, Politics, likewise, find 
no place in these pages. If we have a fault to 
find itis one which has made us rebel against 
all female novelists, save the very greatest. 
Does any woman believe in the absolutely 
tunregenerate wickedness of either man or 
woman? We think nol. Can avy reader recall 
in female fiction such a thorough-paced villain 
as Connt Fosco? Satan himself had redeem- 
ing points in Miss Marie Corelli's eyes. But that 
men and women, devuid of even the shadow 
of a moral sense, move about the world we 
live in is as certain as is the exisience of their 
antipodal type, the perfectly pure and true. In 
the story before us, we are led to believe that 
love for her child is Countess Willenheft's only 
safeguard against the machinations of Count 
von Demlichoff, so that when poor Jittle Stella 
dies, the moral collapse of the mother will fol- 
low, and Demlichoff, whose philosophy was that 
of the modern French decadents—" all women 
Were coquettes and hypocrites, worthless and 
rotten at the core "—willtriamph, That is what 

















strean 




















“#*" His Chiel’s Wife” by Baroness A. d'Anethan, Lon- 
don, Chapman and Hall, Limited; Yokonama, Kelly and 
Walsh, Limited, 











188 





would and does happen every day. What actual- 
ly happened it would be unfair here to reveal. 
But that such a man and such a woman could 
thereupon talk to each other of the “ love of bro- 
ther and sisier,” in seeming good faith, is too 
great a tax on the “gentle reader's” credulity. 
Their end, too—unnecessary from a realistic 
point of view—savours somewhat of melodrama. 

This, indeed, is the only point which seemed 
to us to strike a discordant note in an otherwise 
admirably told tale. Other readers may view 
the incident differently. Certainly, ‘‘ His Chief's 
Wife” deserves success, as afresh and healthy 
departure from the school now in vogue, and we 
look forward, with interest and pleasure, to fur- 
ther efforts from the same graceful pen. 











FIRE IN KOBE. 
SEE EEE 

Another fire occurred in Kobe on the morn 
ing of the 16th inst., at about 2.30 o’clock. It 
appears to have broken out in the large two- 
storeyed brick building on the Native Buod 
occupied by Messrs. C. TI. Nickel & Co., be- 
low, and Mr. J. C. Wilkinson above, though 
how it started is a mystery, Between 2 and 
2.30 a.m. smoke was seen issuing from the 
windows and, an alarm being promptiy given, 
the Fire Brigades were soon on the spot. 
Superintendent Sim had both his engines on the 
scene by 2.30, by which time it was impossi- 
ble to tell accurately where the fire originated. 
There was a ditficuly in obtaining water 
for some time, the new Custom House build- 
ings blocking access to the sea. Eventually, 
however, water was obtained from a new drain 
connected with the Paper Mill drain. It was 
found impossible to save the building in which 
the fire originated and a neighbouring go- 
down, filled with charcoal, was only saved by 
extraordinary exertions on the pait of the fire- 
men. The Kobe Hera/d undeistands that 
Messrs. Nickel & Co. were covered by a 
policy in the Norwich Union for yen 1,000 
and another in the Phoenix for yen 4,000 
Mr. Wilkinson is insured for yen 5,000 in the 
Imperial Insurance Co. The building was 
owned by Oshimaya, but we are not in a posi- 
tion to say if it was insured. 








SARATOGA SPIT, 


Three groundings ani less than a fortnight 
must surely be the record for Saratoga Spit, or 
Fatisu Point, to give it the Japanese name. 
First the Japanese steamer Bankoku Maru ran 
ashore there when coming up the Bay; then 
the Cam “footed” it; and thirdly the P, &O, 
steamer Borneo ran on iton Monday. The latier 
was found ashore by the Company's steamer 
Rosetta, which arrived during the afternoon 
of the same day. After the discharge of 
a portion of her catgo, the Borneo, with 
the assistance of a tow from the Rosefia, 
came off before midnight, and arrived in port, 
undamaged, on the following morning, Tuesday. 
The Japanese war-vessel Kongo Kan, which 
went to the Borneo's assistance from Yokosuka, 
is reported to have lost a steel hawser while 
altempting to tow the distressed vessel off the 
shoal. 








HOKKAIDO COAL-MINING AND 
RAILWAF CO. 


——__+___ 

The regular general meeting of the Hokkai- 
do Coal-mining and Railway Company was held 
at the Company's office at Odawara-cho, 
Tsukiji, Tokyo on the 13th inst, The meeting 
was attended by 241 shareholders representing 
160,556 shares. The report presented by the 
directors, and passed, shows that the net profit 
during the second half of last year (from tst July 
to 318t December) amounted to ven 811,986, 
to which yen 13,008 brought forward from pre- 
vious account, was added, thus making a total 
of yen 824,994. OF this amount yen 57,400 
were wrillen off to reserve, yen 69,000 voted as 
remuneration to officials, yen appropriated in 
payment of a dividend at the rate of 15 per cent, 
per annum and yen 84,334 carried forward to 


new account. 
ry¥Go 
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CHINESE NOIES. 
eee et 

“ Instructions,” says the W.-C. Daily News, 
“were sent by the Taungli Yamén, during the 
middle of last month (January) to the Chinese 
officers superiniending the building of the six 
fast cruisers in England and Germany to hurry 
up the work and make ready for sailing to 
China as soon as possible.” 


From the report of the Soychee Cotton Spin- 
ning Company in Shanghai it appears that two 
of the principal difficulties to be overcome i 
connection with these enterprises are the unskil- 
led character of the labour obtainable, as well 
as its scarcity, and the amount of pilfering in- 
dulged in by the Chinese employes. 





the Rev. Grifih John, in a report of mis- 
sionary progress in Hunan, speaks of a raid 
recently made on the dep6t of 
Héngshan, and describes the energetic action 
taken by the local officials, atthe instance of the 
British Consul in Hangkow, to punish the 
offenders and furnish redres: Chinese official 
seem to be treating the missionary question in 
amuch more liberal and helpful spirit than 
they formerly show 











It is estimated that some 2.000 carriages con- 
taining Chinese of the ‘‘demi-monde, beau- 
monde, and no-monde,” drive every afternoon 
along the Bubbling Well Road at Shanghai, 
which is just three miles long from the Bund. 
With the addition of jinrikisha and wheelbar- 
rows the throng is pretty dense, and accidents 
are naturally frequent. The Chinese may be 
conservative, but the taste they have developed 
for “carriage exercise” in Shanghai is extra- 
ordinary. 








It in interesting to note that the Russo-Chi- 
nese Bank at Newchwang is under the manage. 
ment of Mr. H, A. Bush and Mr, F. C, 
McCallum, These names have not a particu. 
larly Russian twang. Evidently the enterprise 
is merely another chapter of the old story: 
Britishers **run the show.” 
by the way, are well-known in the Treaty ports 
of Japan, particularly the latter, who was con- 
nected in Yokohama with the National Bank 
of China. 


“ Advices received trom Nauking,” says the 
N-C. Daily News, “ state that H.E. Viceroy 
Liu has received an intimation from the Tsungli- 
Yaméa to the effect that Prince Henry of Prussia 
had expressed a desire, through the German 
Minister, to visit Nanking, in which case the 
Prince would most likely be accompanied by 
the present German Governor of Kino-chou, 
and escorted by the German fleet. Prepara- 
tions are therefore now being made at Nanking, 
under instructions from Viceroy Liu, to give a 
filling reception to the German Prince and his 
suite.” 








Here is a telegram said to have been received 
from Tsitsihar, the capital of Heilungchiang 
province, which is better known to the general 
public as “the Chinese Amur region ” 

“ Advices from Muho (a place on the Chinese 
side of the Amur River where gold mines are 
being worked) report the crossing over from Rus= 
sian lerritory of large bodies of Ri 
composed of cavalty, infantiy, and art 
into vatious points of Heilungchiang province. 














The Russian seem to be divided into three 
main corps numbering some 12,000 to 15,000 
men each ct discipline is observed in the 
Russian ranks, although there seem to be some 


3,000 Hung-hu (Red-beards) bandits amor 
them. The territory occupied by the Russ 
does not contain even 5,000 Chinese troops.” 

A telegram in the Shanghai Mercury two 
days later contradicted the story. 


st 
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Mr. J. T. Hamilton, a passenger by the M.M. 
steamer Varra to Shanghai, wrote a letter 10 
the leading journal of that settlement on his 
artival there, complaining that the passengers 
has been routed out at a needlessly early hour 
to proceed by steam-launch from Woosung to 
Shanghai, that they had been kept waiting for 
hours before the launch started, and that they 


gle 








Both gentlemen, | mi 


s}rages by desperadoes and bandits, 








had not been given any breakfast, M. Le 
Coispellier, Captain of the Varra, replied in 
emphatic terms, declaring that both the first 
and second breakfast had been served on board 
the steamer at the usual hours, and that any body 
might have partaken, as, indeed, many did. Mr. 
Hamilton therefore retorted that dry bread had 
been furnished to the passengers, and that 
breakfast would have been served alittle carlier 
than the usual hour on any other line than that 
of the M. M. Company, ‘‘ whose neglect of 
passenger comfort in these things has become 
notorious.” The discussion brought two other 
correspondents into the field. One said that, 
returning from Japan two years ago with his 
wife, he had experienced similar treatment to 
that described by Mr, Hamilton, but that in 
several other voyages by French mail steamers, 
he had admired the considerate treatment of the 
passengers. The other, recalling two voyages 
made by him to Japan and back in the M.M. 
S.S. Melbourne, when she was under the com- 
mand of Captain Vimont, explained that an 
appeal to the captain would at once have pro- 
cured everything necessary. These letters ought 
to be useful to the M.M, Company. 














The Edict issued by the Emperor of China 
in connection with the murder of the two Ger- 
man Missiona: in Shantung, is thus translat- 


ed by the W.-C. Daily News : 


In obedience to our commands the Board of Civil 
Appointments has presented to us its report cons 
cerning the penalties which ought to be laid upon 
the officials concerned in the recent Chiiyé aff 
The said reports states that Li Ping-heng, G. 
nor of Shantung, has placed himself in a most 
reprehensible position, first, by not being prepared 
to prevent (he murder of the two priests at Chiiyé. 
and secondly, for having failed to report the 
outrage to the Throne until the Tsungli Vamau 
was informed [from outside sources] of it 
and telegraphed instructions to the said Gover- 
hor to investigate the affair, Such conduct de- 
serves punishment, Li Ping-heng ie, therefore, 
hereby degraded two steps in rank and ordered to 
a lower post, a penalty which shall not be permit 
ted to Le commuted oF set off against good conduct 
ks in the said Governos's official record. As 
for the said Governor's subordinate officers c 
cerned, namely, Hsi Liang, recently transferred 
from his post of Taotai of the Yen-Yie'l'so-Chi In- 
tendancy, Shantung, Wan Péo-hua, brigadier 
General of the Tsaochou Miliary Ci aud 
Chao Ci&ng-chao, perfect of Tsaochoufu (where 
the murders happened) they are hereby cashi 
ed of their several rauks but retained at thei 
posts. Further, the privilege to disseminate the 
religions of the various countries of the West 
is accorded by Treaty, and when we take into cou- 
eration that these missionaries have come (rom 

























































—from 10,000 4 distance—it is but ple 
justice that the officials and people of China should 
sympathise with their difficulties and graut what 


aid they can, Judge, then, the pity of it, when we 
ate suddenly informed that robbers had mu: dered 
two Missionaries within the jurisdiction of the ma- 
gistrate of Chiyéhsien. We, therefore, hereby com 
mand that, in addition to the punishment dema 
ed by law to be awarded to the perpetrators of the 
said outrage, churches in three different places aud 
dwelling-houses in seven places be built by us as 
atoken of the Government's desire to atone for 
the catastrophe which has befallen strangers from 
afar. In conclusion, we hereby call upon Chang 
Jusmei, the present Governor of Shantung, to 
exhort his subordinates to give full protection to 
these missionaries, and to give warning that if in 
the future there should again occur further ont= 
the local 
authorities concerned shall be held responsible for 
the same. Obey! 


The particulars of the murder of a Gernan 
marine at Kiao-chou are thus given by the 
NV.-C. Daily News :— 


Disquieting news having been eceived from 
Chimo, a detachment of German sailors who had 
been gartisoning Kiao-chou city started thence for 
Chimo. When they got near to Chimo, in 
the evening, they missed their “way, and 
knocked up a house in a village in the neigh- 
bourhood, and persuaded the master of the 
house, an old man, to guide them to their desti- 
nations The old man’s son, who lived at Chimo 
but, with his wife, had been spending the New 
Year with his father, and was very angry at his 
father being taken off, followed the detachment. 
When Ret to Chimo, found that his 
opium 


































resort close to the city gate, 
from 
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had been robbed during his absence. This in- 
creased his tage, and, seizing a big knife, like 
executioner’s sword, he rusted at the German 
y at the gate from behind, and with one blow 
tly severed his head from his shoulders, 

1g through the jugular vein. It is inexpli- 
cable how a sinall, feeble-looking man could have 
dealt such a blow, The sentry ran about ten 
paces, firing off his gun, and then fell down dead. 





















‘The shot attracted some of hls comrades, who 


came running up, only to find him dead, but who 
arrested the murderer, who was still a prisoner 
when the Darmstadt left Kiso-chou Bay. Thus 
the murder was an act of private vengeance, and 
had no political significance: 











The circumstances relating to the murder of 
a German sentry at Chimo and the punishment 
of the assassin are thus related by Der Ost- 
astaticher Llovd :— 


* Already in January the town of Chimo was 
occupied by a detachment of the fleet to which 
belonged the sailor Schulze. On the night of the 
agid and 2gth of January he was standing sentry at 
the west gate of the city, a walch commanded by a 
petty officer being in the guard room over the gate, 
and another sentry neat by on the wall. Schulze was 
ave d shortly before 2.a.m. The sentry on 
the wall and the watch in the guard-room were 
alarmed by a shot and, hastening down, found 
Schulze lying on the ground with his discharged 
gun near him but no sign of the murderer, He 
died without having disclosed anything concern- 
ing the attack to which le had fallen a victim, 

The body showed two deep gaping gashes on the 
left side of the head and neck, which, from their 
position, could only have been inflicted from be- 
hind, the artery of the neck being severed, so that 
death must have quickly ensued from loss of blood, 

The head man of the district was at once made 
responsible for the arrest and judgment of the 
murderer and succeeded in arresting him after 
two days. 

He was a man owning a small shop for the sale 
of articles made of cow-horn in the vicinity of the 
gate, and confessed his crime before the Chinese 
magistrate, giving as his motive the fact that his 
shop had been broken into and robbed in the 
night, a fact which he discovered upon examining 
his stock at night, Upon being led to the scene 
of the murder, he repeated his confession in the 
presetice of German officers. The knife with whi 
he committed the murder was found his 
possession still covered with blood, subsequently 
tecoguived as human. The Chinese magistrate 
al once sentenced the murderer to death, but upon 
the bead man of the district avowing that he was 
hot in a position to confirm the sentence, the 
Governor at C fu, to whom the occurence had 
been telegraphed, referred the matter to Peking, 
where, however, the Government refused the 
authorisation, tuking, in an utterly incompre: 
hensible manner, the criminal under its protes 

‘To see that justice should be done, the German 
Adimital now called a Court-martial and tied the 
murderer according to Ger ) law, a com- 
pliance with a clause in the proclamation issued 
to the population at the time of the first occupa- 
tion of the territory round Kiao-chou Bay. 

The conclusion of the Court-martial was unani- 
mously in favour of the death sentence, and the 
murderer was sentenced to be shot as prescribed 
by the law, when the head man came and begged 
that the criminal should be handed over to him, 
to be beheaded according to Chinese custom, 
which was accordingly done publicly in Chimo on 
the morning of the 2ud of February, The head 
of the wurderer was then hung on the gate of the 
town, 


The Imperial Edict issued with regard to the 
raising of a domestic loan of 100 million taels 
in China is thus translated by the 1.-C. Daily 
News:— 

We have received the report of the Board of 
Revenue, made in obedience to our com- 
mands, with reference to a memorial by Hus 
1ng, a member of the Supervisorate of 
of the HeirApparent, in which is 
recommended the issu of Government Bonds 
for the puspose of + funds for the Im- 
perial Exchequer. The said Board having gone 
carefully and utely over the memorial in 
jun agree with the views contained there- 
in recommen. that “the said Board of Re- 
venue shall print one million Bond certificates (of 
Tis. 100 each), to be styled ‘Sincerity Bonds,” 
and distributed for sale at Peking and in the 
various provinces of the Empue, the said Bonds 
to bear interest at the rate of 5 per cent per an- 
n, the same to be all redeemed by the Imperial 
Government within the period of twenty years, i 



















































































terest to be paid up todate of CO OgTe 











Bonds are tobe also saleable aud transferable at ali 
times within the above period and their actual 
value shall be guaranteed by the Imperial Govern 
ment. At the several periods set for the redemp: 
tion of the said Bonds the holders thereof shall 
have liberty to use the said Bonds in payment of 
land taxes and salt duties. The said Bonds shall 
be distributed and sold to all classes of the coun. 
try, beginning from the Princes, Dukes, and 
Nobles downwards in Peking and froni 
Generals, Viceroys, and Governors 











vinces down to their civil and m sub. 
ordinates of every rank, grade, and class, 
whether substantive or expectant. These shall 


buy up and pay cash for the said Bonds so as 
to set an example to the business men of the 
country. ‘Those of the business classes and others 
amongst the people of the Empire having shown 
a desire also to buy the said Bonds shall have 
perfect liberty to do so, in which case it shall be 
the duty of the Governor of the Imperial Pre- 
fecture of Shuntien, at Peking, and the various 
‘Tartar Generals, Viceroys, and Governors, in the 
provinces to proclaim at once to the people at 
large the regulations settled upon by the said 
Board of Revenue governing the issuance and sale 
of said Bonds. The said High Authorities shall 
al point deputies to explain to the people the 
tue nature of the said Bonds and any attempts 
by the said deputies to lake advantage of the oc- 
casion to extort and force the sale of the said 
Bonds upon the masses must be strictly prohibited, 
The deputies charged with the sale of the said 
Bonds to the people who shall succeed in obtain 
ing large sums therefrom will be rewarded with 
extraordinary promotion in recognition of their 
energy and ability.” 

The said Board having -agreed to the above- 
quoted proposition we hereby command that the 
same be forthwith :egarded as Law. 

In a crisis like the present when the Imperial 
Exchequer is depleted, we feel sure that our Prine 
ces, Dukes, Nobles and Ministers in the Capital 
hh authorities in the provinces who have 
been the recipients of our special Bounty will surely 
show their gratitude to the Throne by heartily re- 
sponding to the needs of the Government. Nay, 
even the gentry, notables, and business men down 
to the common people must surely know their duty 
and loyalty to the Imperial dynasty and hasten to 
the succour of the Throne at this moment of emer- 
gency. Finally, as it is decided by the said Board 
of Revenue that the present movement is entirely 
different from the forme: methods of calling upon 
the people of the Empire to render help to the Im: 
perial Government, nor will any force be permitted 
to compel the masses to buy the said Bonds, the 
present scheme being on the basis of a commer- 
cial transaction where a regular interest shall be 
paid at stated intervals, we test that there will 
be no delay in encompassing the object of this loan 
and that our people will not look on and remain 
indifferent [to the needs of the Empire]. Let the 
above be promulgated to all the people of the 
Empire. 

It is certainly'an urgent, almost a plaintive, 
appeal, and as @ test of the patriotism of the 
Chinese nation, if for no other reason, its re- 
sults will be observed with much interest, 





























NEWS OF THE WEER. 


see Ce 

M. Harmand, French Minister in Japan, has 
been made a Commander of the Order of the 
Legion of Honour. 


A Masonic Ball was given in Kobe on Friday 
evening and turned ont a most enjoyable affair, 
some 150 persons being present. 


Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hobart Seymour, 
K.C.B., who relieves Admiral Sir Alexander 
Baller as Commander-in-Chief of the China 
Station, arrived in Hongkong on February 4th. 


The launch of the N.Y.K.’s new 6,000-ton 
steamer at Nagasaki has been postponed from 
March roth to the 20th, in order, says a con- 
temporary, to avoid any clashing with the 
General Election, 


The Emperor William has conferred the 
Order of the Red Eagle of Prussia upon Baron 
von Bulow, as a token of gratitude for his 
services in connection with the occupation of 
Kiao chou by Germany. 


They have been having a very mild winter 
in England, thongh a very foggy one. There 
had been no instance for a quarter of a century 


when neither snow nor sleet fell in London 
before the rath of January, until this winter. 


Golf as played in Hankow must be a thirst: 
producing pastime, judging from the accounts 
of the club there, The Shanghat Mercury 
finds in the report the following items; “Sale of 
golfing gear, $481.30; Sale of Wines, $4,283. 
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About half-past two on Friday afternoon, one 
of the school rooms of the Seisoku Jinjo Chu- 
gakko (Ordinary Middle School), near Shiba 
Park, Tokyo, was found to be on fire. With 
prompt assistance from the Police Brigade the 
buildings were saved, only one room being 
damaged. 


An imaginative individual telegraphed ‘the 
following ‘‘war-scare” to the Singapore Free 
Press ftom London on Jan, 23rd :—“ A division 
of the British fleet, H.M.S, Hannibal and 
H.M.S. Illustrious, sailed yesterday [for the 
Far East.) War is very probable.” The ships 
in question have joined the Meditterranean 
squadron, 





The British Government basobtained the virtual 
control of the coal supplies east of Snez, having 
bought up in Japan, Hongkong and the China 
ports, Singapore, Colombo, &c., the whole avail- 
able stock of Cardiff coal and of such coals as 
are likely to be of service in m f-war. “The 
moneyed fist” is, after all, an important factor 
in international affairs, remarks the China Mail. 





A string of a dozen sandwich girls created 
quite a pleasant sensation in the West End of 
London recently. Enthusiastic reporters speak 
of their ‘Gothic hats,” “graceful robes of all 
colours,” ’ chestnut, black, or golden locks," 
and ‘faces pretty enough for anything.” The 
“ Sandwich Girl” will probably be the tille of the 
next musical burlesque. 





Sir Nicholas Hannen was received in audience 
by H.M. the King of Siam on the 3rd February. 
A state banquet was given. on ihe following 
evening at the Palace. The only persons pre- 
sent were the four Ministers :—Messrs. Barrett, 
Seldeneck, Inagaki, and Greville, and Mrs, 
Greville ; N. Hannen and Lady Hannen, 
Miss Hannen, and M. and Mme. Rolin-Jacque- 
myns, 

On Tuesday morning early, a fire occurred in 
Sannomiya-cho, Kobe, in a crowded quarter, 
and despite the efforts of both the Foreign and. 
Japanese fire brigades, from fifteen to twenty 
houses were destroyed before the flames 
were subdued, There appears to have been 
some difficulty in obtaining a supply of water, 
The buildings destroyed included an oil shop 
and several houses occupied by geisha. The 
origin of the fire had not been discovered. 








A two horse coach, belonging to the Santan 
Basha Kaisha, and running between Kyoto and 
Miyatsn, was upset and fell down an embank- 
ment near the village of Oye on the 8th instant, 
Of the eight passengers in the vehicle two were 
seriously if not mortally injured, and one of 
the horses was killed, The driver and con- 
ductor of the coach ran away immediately after 
the accident without giving any assistance to 
the injured passengers, but were afterwards 
arrested by the police. 





We observe that 12 fine pedigree Hereford 
bulls were recently shipped from England to 
Fray Beutos on the River Plate, by the steamer 
Bellagio. They are the properly of Liebig’s 
Extract of Meat Company, Limited, and have 
been sent out to South America in order to 
maintain the breed of the cattle reared on the 
ny’s vast cattle farms. The cattle in- 
dusiry is carried out on such a gigantic scale in 
that part of the world, that the Liebig Com- 
pany’s cattle farms alone cover an area of 
1250,000 acres—that is, about the size of two 
whole English counties, 








It must be a great disappointment to the 
Kaiser, saysthe Globe, to read that the round-the- 
world cyclist who has been ill treated in China 








and pelted, with mud is an American, If only 
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he had been a German two more provinces, 
six ports, a pro-cathedral, and an indemnity 
might have been claimed. Aud what big fish 
might not have been landed out of Mr, Landor’s 
troubles in Thibet! ‘These golden opportuni- 
ties are wasted on the Anglo-Saxon. 





Whilst leaving Nagasaki harbour on Tuesda 
February 8th, the Viksang collided with t 
Russian gunboat Zadiata, lying at her moorings. 
It would seem, says the Press, that the former 
vessel in turning made rather a large circuil, |; 
passing close over to the Lienshing, belonging 
to the same company. She then proceeded up 
the harbour, heading in the direction of the 
Russian gunboat, When within a short distance 
of the Istter, the Fiksang suddenly stopped, 
owing, il is thought, to an accident to her stee 
ing gear, and drifted into the gun-vessel, caty- 
ing away a boat from the davits and i 
vessel's side. The Viéksang susti 
damage and after a short time continued her 
journey, Acclaim for damage to the extent of 
$1,500 has been lodged by the Russian Consal 
with Messrs. Browne & Co,, the local agents for 
Messrs, Jardine, Matheson & Co., the owners 

of the steamer, 











The Russian peasants settled along the Vol- 
ga in the province of Astrakhan are in a state 
of intense excitement over the appearance of 
“ Antichrist” in their-midst. In a village near 
the mouth of the Volga a girl gave birth to an 
illegitimate son. The child was one of exceed- 
ing beauty, and atthe time of his birth there 
raged a terrible thander-storm the like of which 
the oldest inhabitant had never before experien- 
ced. In some unaccountable way the report 
got abroad that the child was “Antichrist.” His 
entrance into the world was accompanied with 
all the manifestations which the Russian pea- 
sants have been taught to look for at his coming. 
The girl had to fy with her child from the 
village, and has sought refuge somewhere on 
the pathless steppe. 


The Rush Medical College has affiliated 
with the University of Chicago, and Mr. John 
D, Rockefeller has made an additional gift of 
$200,000 towards the current expenses of the 
University. The twenty-fourth Quarterly Con- 
vocation was held on January gid. President 
Harper, in the Convocation Address, proposed 
the establishment in Chicago of a Teachers’ 
College, to be located and conducted so that 
‘teachers in the city schools might attend, and 
work for a degree without interfering with theit 
daily occupations, This suggestion is an out- 
growth of the University Extension work, which 
has been carried on by the University with so 
much success. During the past quarter, eighty. 
eight University Extension classes, meeting at 
the University itself, at the Newberry Library, 
the Western Union Building, and other centres, 
conducted. About two-hirds of the 
(tending these classes were teachers, 














The annual compilation of church statistics 
made by the New York Zndesendent shows that 
about one-third of the 25.919,0:7 communi- 
canis in the United States are Roman Catholic 
The most numerons Protestant denomination is 
the Methodist, and. 5.735 898, while the Bap- 
usts are second (including their multifarious 
subdivisions), with 4.175.300. The next in 
order are, the Lutherans, with 1,507,466, and 
then follow the Presbyterians, who number 
1 1499 162; the Disciples of Christ, with a total 

f 1,051,079; the Episcopalians, with 658,640, 
sd the Congregationalists, with 630 000. ‘The 
numerical equality of the last two churches has 
been continued for a number of years, though 
the Episcopalians appear to be gaining a little 
on their Puritan brethren, The Unitarians, de- 
spite their recent efforts to increase the uum- 
ber ot their adherents, are practically at a 
standsnll, with only 700,000 members, while 
there are but 51,025 Universalists all old. The 
total number of communicants in all the 
churches is enormous—more than twenty-five 
milion; but that is scarcely more than one- 
third of the population of the country, What is 


the religious status of the other wees are: ons? 




















CORRESPONDENCE, 
yey aie 
THE “MARCO POLO,” 


M, ce Direcrgur pu “Japan Matt.” 
Les quelques renseignements donués par votre 
estimé journal sur le Croiseur [alien Marco 
Polo,” en voyage pour le Far Est, out & é relevés 
sur quelque manuel d'il y a a 
foisque ils étaient approximatifs ou méme pluidt 
supposés. 
Je vous serai bien reconnaissant si vous v 
sécer sur le Daily Mail que le ‘ Marco Polo” — 
Is an armoured cruiser of 4600 (3700) tons built 
in Castellammate, the constructors of the en 
being Messrs. daiena. 
She ix 6-inch quick firing guns; ten 
4binch quick firing guns; two 3-inch guns, 
thirteen machi j flour torpedo tubes.” 
Je vous, pie, M. le Directeur, veuillez agiéer 
inés remercitents et mes sinceres salutations. 
Bien dévoué, 
S. ARMANI. 





























February 16th, 1898. 


A TOKYO SANITARIUM. 





To tHe Epitor or tHe “Japan Matt 

Sin,—I visited, a short time ago, the Tsuno 
Hazu Sanitarium, situated in a suburb of Tokyo, 
about twenty muutes’ ride by tail fram Shimbashi, 
and ten minutes by railvoad Yotsuya Gate, 
through the Moat to Shinjiku Station, [ was 
deeply impressed with the fitness of the Sanita 
tiun for Japanese ladies who are seeking rest f1om 
the busy cares of life, as well as for those who need 
skilful medical treatment and nursing, Leaving 
the cars at the Shinjiku Station, the visitor is pleas- 
ed with the country-like surroundings of the place. 
Within five minutes! walk the brantiful grounds 
susounding the buildings are entered, and the 
visitor is not ouly favourably impressed with the 
good taste displayed in the grounds, | 
the admirable adaptation of the bi 
sanitarium., — The house is so sp: 
suitably and completely furnished in the halls, 
siting rooms, dining room, sun-patlours, bed: 
chambers in both Japanese and foreign’ style, 
that the visitor is at once charnied with the place. 












































The Sanita direction of Dr. 
*s Medical Col- 
lege in Philadelplia, and the Training School for 


Nurses is under the instruction of Dr. Hishikama, 
a graduate of the Woman's Medical College in 
Chicago, They lave also a class of trained nurses 
and an experienced house keeper. The massage 

that has proved so helpful to those who 
1g from physical weakness, will be 
carefully given, by tained nunses to those who 
may desire it, Any patients who may desire to 
1 own physicians will he ut liberty to 












is about to be open: 
Icis beautifully 
situated, elevated, and within view of the sea-beach 
Aiound it are orange and plum trees and i 
the distance charming scenery. ‘The Sanitariam 
was established by Japanese and Ame: 
Christian ladies, with the hope that many nieuw 
be suffering, will fiud its resort where the we. 
will Gud test and whete patieuty will have such 
treatment as will be best to their speedy recovery 
of health and strength, Circulars can be obtained 
from D.. Kei Okami, 105, Tsuno Hazu, Tokyo. 
ly yours, S. J. MILLIKEN, 
Joshi Gokuin, Tokyo, 




















February 16th, 1898. 


COOLIE INSOLENCE IN JAPAN. 


To THe Epitox or rue “JAPAN Matt.” 
Sir,—l observe that you 
enough tu devote a leader to the subj-et of coulie 
insolence to foreigners, about which [have lately 
been addressing ite Kobe Chronicle. However 
much we may differ on ceria other tup in that 
special one you and your humble servant would 
seem to be thoroughly atone, and [beg to thank 
you for the article in question and also fur the 
very practical suggestion y rein male, 

As you say, a discussion of the causes of the une 
toward phenomenon, while interesting, would be to 
acertain extent academical, and would not in itsell 
do very much to mend matter 
T have ne intention of ente 
else 
ce and where pethaps my remarks 
will not be entirely without some ultimate effect. 
What I would tather advert to al present isa 
phase of the question you have adumbrated in 
your article of this morning's issue. 


te" very ttuly say that it will be very un 


have been good 
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fortunate for Japan if she acquires a “ reputa 
for gross impoliteness.” Now, the very 
nate thing is that she has got that alre 
very great extent. The sober fact would seem to 
bethat in Wes! 
and in some instances the enthusiasm that was 
formerly cherished and evinced for the Japanese 
is rapidly being displaced by a cold, sullen dislike, 
not in some cases unmixed with ad 

contempt, And for this, Japan 
factors. mainly,—Keéu-sui hosontd (when 
very excellent thing) run mad, and that very highs 
stnelling edition 4 Caliban, the Japanese coolie, 
released from all those cestraints that Iyeyasu 
found good for the benefit of 
and lor the general welfa 
noisy patriotism of the wit 
disastrous in its effects. ‘The true asticle—that 
which seeks to make Japan stronger and better 
(1) materially, (2) intellectually, (3) morally—by 
alllegitimate means, has of late years been very 
much at a discount in certain quasters, 
more so perhaps than in the scho 
places it ought to be ever in evide: 
of these I know of, the general trend of the work 
(or rather of what by a big stretch of courtesy is 
called work) has been to demoralize the students 
and to a great extent to unfit them for tackling 
the serious business of life with that high concep- 
tion of duty which is such 
in national greatness. Wi 
if reports be true, the administration is a pig-stye, 
while with all the fauits of her Ps 
Great Britain contrives to run a 











































servants! Every school 

alphabet of his profession is 

stand that it is his duty to boys into 

to wavene in his students the qualities of 
= Intelligence. 

a Courage (especially moral courage). 

3: Energy (sustained activity with a definite 

putt pose). 

4. Patience or Staying Power, 

§- Honesty and tuthfulness, 

In some schools that I know of, this truism has 
steuck a good many of the teachers as being a 
great revelation! It would seem from this that in 
Japan however much the schoolmaster may be 
abroad in Lord Brougham’s sense of the word, he 
is yet still more at sea! And the schoolmaster 
brought up for the last ten years on little more 
than inflated ideas of the self-sufficiency (avracxeta) 
of Japan, has all unchecked been debasing the 
moral and intellectual auiency of the nation as 

i 1as of commission, 
pat the fair reputa 
tion of Japan has to pay the score. The coolie is 
at present the beggar on horseback,—we know 
what his destination is, and the sooner he gets 
to itthe better for all concerned. But Heaven 
help Caliban’s hapless steed, which unfor 
chances to be the reputation of the country, 

But all this is parenthetical, What is to the 
purpose is, that if this sort of thing goes 
tourists will be warned to keep severely away from 
Japan; that Japanese in foreign countries will be 
looked on wiih colder eyes than they are regarded 
that if the Japa 
ead of nininy 
of all distinctions, the racial one, they 

elves confronted with the heaty 
© 450,000,000 Europeans and Ame- 
ticans. ‘This isa hard thing to say, but there is 
no use blinking facts. 

Lam very tly, Yours, 


Tokyo, February 9°, 1898. 
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SCOTUS. 








IN H.B.M/S COURT FOR F¥APAN. 
paces SE ea 
Before Jamas Trou, [isq., Assistant Judge. 
Monpay, February 1gth. 





INTERESTING CHARGE OF ASSAULT. 


James Maclean, accountant, was charged with 
assaulting Adrien Deveze, a citizen of the French 
Republic, 

Mr. ]. . Lowder appeared for the complainant, 
and Mr. MeNeil for the defence. 

Mr, Lowder recited the facts of the case at great 
length, stating that complainant was the agent of 
a Mr, Gerard, a French gentleman owning Lots 
78and 77a, Bluff. A portion of this was occupied 
by Tile Works, while a howe and outhouses 
were leased to a Mr. Funck The latter 
geutleman, who was about to leave Japan, came 
to complainant about the end of Janumy, and 
asked complainant to consent to the lease being 
transferred to Mr, Maclean, ‘This complainas 























agieed to do on the same terms and conditions as 
io the Cr RMIT: lease. )He never saw delendant 
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ducing the whole of the proceedings, but a gentle- 
man who said he was an agent of defendant's 
afterwards approached complainant with reference 
to some alterations which Mr. Maclean wished to 
effect in the property. Complainant declined, both 
verbally and by letter, to allow these alterations to 
be made. Delendant’s wife, however, afterwards 
called on him, and he agreed to send his cout 
tor to see what could be done, letting it be under 
stood that he would have no alterations effected 
until the report of this official had been pre- 
sented. The contractor reported that the altera- 
tions could be made properly and without 
spoiling the building; but that the wife of the 
defendant wanted them done very cheaply, and he 
could not guarantee them at that price. Com- 
plainant thereupon told the contractor to go back 
and say he could not allow the alterations to be 
made. The contractor went twice or thrice to de- 
fendant’s former residence, but could not find him, 
and he found out afterwards that they had already 
moved to No. 78. On February 7th complain. 
ant learned this, and also learned that defendant 
aged a Chinese contractor to make some 
alterations, He wrote to the defendant, and next 
day, hearing that some Japanese workmen had 
ved, he went to No. 78, and found many rows 
the walls of the outhouses removed, 
looking at this defendant (whom he 
had never seen throughout the wansactions) came 
up. Words ensued between them, and eventually 
defendant committed the assault complained of. 
He had since written a letter in which, while sta 
that complainant had fallen accidentally and dis- 
claiming liability, he offered to pay any medical 
expenses to which he might have been put. 

‘Complainant (whose evidence was partly given 
through Mr, Leopold Martinolich) gave evidence 
in corroboration of his advocate’s statement as to 
the circumstances preceding the assault, 

Mc, McNeil questioned the televancy of all this 
evidence, but His Honour thought it desirable that 
it should be heard, The enly point raised here by 
the defence was as to the word ‘‘ modification ” in 
one of complainant's letters, which were written 
in French. ‘The complainant wrote that he could 
consent to no “inodifi and Mr. Lowder 
contended that this word meant that he would 
consent to no alteration of the buildings. Mr. 
McNeil, on the other hand, argued that “aucun 
modification’ meant “uo modification in the 
terms of the lease, 

plainant, in answer to His Honow’s ques- 
ated that what he intended to convey was 
that he wauld allow no alteration of the buildings. 

As a matter of convenience the evidence of Dr. 
Stewart Eldridge, medical practitioner, was then 
taken, He stated that he saw complainant on the 
ith mst, He found on the front of the left 
shoulder joint a bruise some 34 inches by 3 inches, 
of such severity as as to indicate considerable 
viol the inflicting cauye. It might have 
been caused by a blow of the fist, and had been 
inflicted at least 48 hours betore, ‘There was 
much discolouration, and some slight effusion of 
blood under the sI The wrist had all the ap: 
pearances of a sprain, and its condition would 
incapacitate complainant from manual labour, 
It would most likely be caused by the forced bend- 
ing of the hand backwards, 3 

Cross-examined :-—The appearance of the wrist 
might have been brought about by comp! 
his Wand out to protect himself from a fall, 
ries were of a kind to be treated by time 
han medically, ‘The injury to the shoulder 
might have been caused by a fall on the ground, 
but it must have been under exceptional circum- 
stances ; it would require a forward fall on some 
body like a stone ur a short post of a size corve- 
sponding to the size of the bruis 

The Court at this point adjourned for tiffin, On 

ng, the complainant continued his evidence. 
He said when he saw Mr. Maclean on February 
toth he asked him why he was demolishi the 
walls of the outhouses. Defendant said, “ Get out, 
get out,” in a very angry and threatening manner. 
Witness replied:—" This is my compound ; 1 don’t 
know why you demolish these outhouses.” De- 
fendant again said, “ Get o "This i 
compound. I do.what I 
“Then I must goto the Consul,” and defend: 













































































































































replied, “ I don’t care ; go to the d—I; get out. 
At the same time he struck witness with his fist. 
The blow alighted on his left arm near the 
and 





ness immediately fell down, 
in falling strained the wrist of his right hi 
Defendant was standing on higher ground than 
witness when the blow was stuck, and witness fell 
backwards. He was 63 years of age. Witness 
sum- 

was served, stating that the affair was 
idental, and offering to discharge any 
ight be incurred, ‘The 
letter at the same time disclaimed any repon- 











received a letter from defendant after th 
mous. 




















y in the matier. Witness was positive that 
fail was not accidental, and he was sure he did 
hot strike his shoulder in falling against any 
stone or stump or other projecting suiface. 

Mr. McNeil proceeded to cross-examine at great 
length with a view to showing that complainant 
was trespassing at the time of the alleged assault. 

‘The Judge raised a point as to whether he had 
jurisdiction to judge as to title to land in a 
case coming before him in his magisterial capa- 
city, and after a lengthy conversation he decided 
to adjourn the case for further argument on the 
point this morning. 














Tuespay, February 15th, 

The case in which Adrien Deveze, a French 
citizen, charged Mr, Maclean, accountant of the 
Bluff, Yokohama, with assault, was resumed, 

His Honour adjourned the case on the previous 
day for argument on the question whether he had 
isdiction to decide in a case of this kind as toa 
title to land, the defence having suggested that 
complainant was trespassing at the time the 
assault was alleged to lave been committed. 

Mr, Lowder now admitted that the portion of 
land on which the affair was stated to have 
occurred was under lease to the defendant, this 
being the point to which the cross-examination of 
the previous day was directed. 

His Honour intimated that Me. Lowde’s ad- 
mission avoided the necessity for any further 
argument on the point, but he did not think that 
in any case the question of interest in the land 
need come before him, 

‘The cross-examination of the complainant was 
then proceeded with. He stated that alter his 
fallin consequence of the blow given him by defen- 
dant he rose again, and went towards Mr. 
Maclean. ‘The Japanese workmen however, inter 
vened and separaled them—" to prevent fight 

Mr. McNeil: Were you desirous of fighting ? 

Witness: No, I am too old for that, 

Witness afterwards went home, and consulted 
Mr. Lowder the same day, ‘ 

Mr. McNeil: What instructions did you give 
Mr. Lowder? 

Witness: [told him that if he could settle the 
matter | would not bring the case into Court. 

Mr. McNeil: What were the terms of settle- 
ment you suggested P 

Mr. Lowder objected that a question of this 
kind vegarding a consultation between solicitor 
and client was inadmissible. 

Mr. McNeil contended that there was no 
privilege on the part of a client enabling him to 
decline to answer a question as to what passed 
between him and his attorney. 

His Honour tiled that the question might be 
put, and complainant admitted giving instruc. 
tions to Mr. Lowder to write a letter (which was 
put in by consent). This letter stated that if 
the defendant would at once vacate the house 
there would be no question in Court, otherwise 
proceedings would be necessary. It also stated 
that the alterations to the house must be stopped 
at once or any action would be asked for. 

Mr. McNeil—You practically told him he must 
turn out at once, or that an action of this sort 
would be brought? 

Mr. Lowder objected on the ground that 
counsel for the defence was endeavouring to put 
a construction on the letter which it did not bear. 
It might be a matter which he was at liberty to 
argue, but it was improper to endeavour to elicit 
such an answer from the wilness, 

Alter some argument the Court allowed the 
question to be put, 

The witness merely answered that his instruc 
tions were expressed in the wording of the letter 
—that there would be uo question Court if the 
premises were vacated. 

Mr. McNeil—As to this blow—were you wear- 
ing a hat at the time ?—Yes, 

And will you show us how the defendant dealt 
this peculiar blow—which "grazed your skull” 
(while you were wearing your hat) and then 
struck your shoulder '—I did not see the blow; 
T felt it—(langhter). 

In re-examination Mr, Lowder put in the defen= 
dant’s answer to the letter written on comp! 

1s. It simply stated that defendan 
ention of vacating the premises 

A Japanese coolie named Tojiro Sojiro was then 
called. He said on the day of the alleged assault 
he heard defendant speaking in a very loud voice, 
and saw him strike complainant, who fell back- 
wards down some steps and struck his head. 
Witness assisted the complainant to tise, and 
defendant then seized Mr. Deveze by the arm, 
whereupon witness intervened and separated them 
with the assistance of another coolie, 

Miike Sekichi, the second coolie referred to, 
wave coroboralive evidence, and the Court then 
adjourned, 
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After the interval Mc. McNeil addressed the 
Bench for the defence. He said he need uot refer 
at length to the evidence tendered as to the cir 
cumstances preceding the alleged assault, as he 
submitted that they were irrelevant to the charge. 
He contended that at the time of the occurrence 
complainant was a trespasser on ground which it 
had been admitied was leased to Mr. Maclean, 
He had no permission to be there and Mr, Maclean 
was justified in as! lim to quit the premises, 

d, on his refusal, in using sufficient force to eject 
him. Mr. McNeil then proceeded to review the 
evidence and the facts elicited in cross-exami- 
nation, and submitted that it was not clearly 
established that the injury received by complain: 
ant was not due in fact to his having fallen 
down the steps first on his hand and then on 
his shoulder. Had Mr. Deveze been a British sub- 
ject it was possible that there might have been a 
Ctoss-summons, and defendant would then have 
been able to give his account of the affair on oath. 
As it was he would only be able to make a state- 
ment, and that statement he hoped His Honour 
would take into consideration. As for the letter 
which was written on Mr, Deveze’s instructions 
offering not to take steps if defendant removed 
from the house immediately, he submitted that 
that amounted te a highly improper threat, and 
that the action was brought in order to punish Mr, 
Maclean for his contumacy in declining to tues 
out. 

Mr. Maclean then road his statement, which 
was to the effect that he found Mr. Deveze inter+ 
fering with his workmen, and as he would not 
leave the compound he (defendant) took him by 
his sleeve to eject him. Unfortunately Mr, Deveze 
slipped and fell backwards down the steps, and 
after he had fallen rolled over and struck his 
shoulder against the stones at the bottom of the 
steps. He then got very angry, and took a long 
stick with which he threatened defendant. Delen- 
dant expressed regret thathe had been hart, He 
solemuly denied that he gave complainant a blow. 
He had certainly thought that complainant had 
given his permission for the alterations to be done 
until he got compl 1s second letter, 

Replying for the complainant Mr, Lowder com- 
mented on the fact that the serious assertions ci 
tained defendant's statement had not be 
brought out in cross-examination, Even admite- 
ing the plea of the defence that complainant was 
trespassing—which he disputed—it must be shown 
that defendant first gave sufficient warning, and 
that he afterwards used only such force as wa: 
tually necessary. 
expressions of the defendant be regarded 
request to a trespasser to leave his premises? 
These expressions were immediately followed by a 
blow, and he (Mr. Lowder) submitted that abund- 
ant evidence had been adduced to show that that 
blow, was allogether more than a justifiable exer- 
tion of force for the purpose of ejecting a wes 
passer. The suggestion that the letter in which 
Mr. Deveze stated that he would not bring the 
ito Count if defendant would quit the house 
any way a threat was, he submitted, unten- 
3 it was perfectly natural that Mr. Deveze 
should not care to come into Court in such a 
matter and should be willing to let bygones be by- 
gones if he could get rid of so unruly a tenant, 

His Honour held that the evidence of the prose- 
cution was the main unshaken, and fined 
defendant eight yen and 40 yen costs. 








































































CHRIST CHURCH, YOKUHAMA. 
MEBTING OF SUBSCRIBERS. 

The annual meeting of the seat-holders 
subscribers of Christ Church, Yokohama, w: 
yesterday afternoon, when Mr. J. Walter presided, 
and there were also present Messrs, E. Whittall, 
E. J. Moss, V. R. Bowden, and H. J. Sharp. * 

THE ANNUAL REPORT. 

‘The report was as follows :—The Committee of 
Christ Church, in placing theie annual report and 
accounts before the subscribers and seatsholders, 
have to stale that for the year 1897 the total resul 
are slightly more satisfactory than for the previous 
year, there being a credit balance of $112.46 to 
carry forward, as against $67.09 brought forward 


in 1896. 
Pew: 

















advance of last year by about 
$300, this increase being mainly due to the rates 
laving been raised by order of the Trustees 
on and from the rst January last, to those origi 
ly charged, and partly owing toan increased num- 
ber of sittings having beew let, The total offe 

tories, inclusive of special ones, show an increase 
of $40 as compared with the previous year, though 
the actual revenue derived by the Church from 
this source is, as indicated below, $24.29 less. 
Notwithstanding the larger revenue derived from 
pew-rents, the income II inadequate to cover 


























expenditure, and it was only owing to 
the very welcome donation from Mrs, Dinsdale, 
which was thaultully acknowledged in last Report, 
that we have a small credit balance at the close 
of the year. It is to be regretted that the incom- 
ing Committee will again have to appeal to mem- 
bets of the congregation and others to organize 
concerts, or by other means to make good the 
deficiency of revenue likely to occur during next 
year, In the item ow the revenue side of the 
Honorary Treasurer's acc e 
offertories, $1,380,52, are included the following 
qi 














$160 50 
36 47 
48.62 





«, Johannesberg passengers 
Offertories on 1st Sunday-of each month 
distributed by the Rev. E. C. swine, 
during the year, amongst poor people 
in shape of food, clothing, medicines, 











$471.99 
Deducting this amount of special offerturies 
from the total sum received, there remains # bal- 
ance of $908 50, which is the amount of revenite 
derived by the Church from this source, being less 
hy $2429 than that obtained last year. ‘The 
Offertories on the first Sunday in each month is 
employed by the chaplain (o meet the pressing 
needs of poor people, and much want aud suffer 
ing has heen selieved by the judicious disteibu- 
ion of 












d Parsonage, consider- 
ing the age of the buildings and the severity of 
the typhoow experienced on the gth September 
last, which caused some damage, have not Leen 
very heavy, amounting to $359 24. 

A special Committee of British residents has 
been appointed to make a general appeal to the 
friends and supporters of Christ Church for funds, 
for the purpose of rebuilding the Church, the pre- 
sent structure, being built of tiles and plaster and 
over thitty-seven years old, is in a most unsatis« 
factory condition, A generous response has been 
made to this appeal, and ove: $11,000 have so far 

be 




















During the year 253 services have been cons 
ducted in Christ Church, and in addition eleven 
marriages, 18 baptisms and 12 funerals have been 

ized in the Church, 





ais present at the 
of Holy Communion were 648. 
cere thanks of the Trustees and Com. 
mittee ave due to the hon, organist, Misy Leach, 
and to those ladies aud gentlemen whe have so 
kindly assisted in the Choir, Ms. James Dadds 
having tesigued his position on the Commi 
yg to bis depatine bem Japan, 
was invited to fill the vacancy, which he 
kindly consented to do, 

tr, J. RASKR having also left Japan has 
signed trom the Committee, but ow to th 
approach of the Annual G-neral Meeting, it 




















was not deemed necesary to temporarily fill the 
vacancy. 
‘The Committee beg to acknowledge the receipt 










from an anonymous donot, of ap 
kindly presented through them to this 





Moss, 

Cui Gurnwass, 

K. Witson, Hon. ‘Treasurer, 
Cr. 


1897. 

By Ground rents see ove 
» Incumbent’s stipend ... 
ty Organist’s Salary - 
1, Collectors’ fee 
Fire Insurance 

») Momban's Wage 
i» Fuel, Gas, &c 
i Sacramental Wine He 
1) Repairs and Alterations to 





Church and 








Parsonage wes 2, 
vs Printing and Advertising ... | a9 
1 Decorations, Easter und X'mas, &c. 5074 
is Interest on Private Loan... 120 00 
1» Disbursement of Special Offertories 11) 471.99 
vy Balance, curried forward... ... ws 11240 








§a7038 
1897. Dr. SHS 
‘To credit balance from 1896 8 67.00 
wy PewRents waa ane + 3.31254 
t Offertories... 1,380.52 
# Donition ¢ 10.00 





f) Proceeds of Amatcur Theawicals. per 


Mrs. G.I, Dinsdale weve 670.00 
w Interest on Current account (FH. & § 

Beak) ase, ies aie wee ase se 30413 

$5 470.28 
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and carried 


To Balance, brought down 


forward. ve ve aes 
E, &0. K. 
Kennet Witson, 
Hon. Treasurer, 
Ihave examined the Accounts with the Vouchers 
and find them correct 
(Signed) 
Yokohama, gist December, 1897. 
‘The Cuarrman, in opening the meeting, stated 
that he was sory to see so few seateholders pree 
sent. He was afinid the day being a public holi 
day, way inconvenient to many, but the Committee 
found it impossible to secure the room on any other 


$112.40 


B. Gituatt. 








day which would be convenient to seat-holders 
T 


and also to the Cummittee. ing to the ac. 
s, they would notice that there was a balance 
dollars odd, and that was so 
isfactory, as they frequently had to face 

He was, however, alvaid that they would 
to appeal for extraneous aid to cover the 
nit expenses during the ensuing year, 

Mr. Wutrrace proposed, aud Mr, Moss second 
ed, the adaptian of the teport, and the proposi- 
tion was carried. 

ELECTION oF coMMITTER 

On the proposition of Mr. V. R. Bowpen, 
seconded by Mr. H. J. Suarp, the Comnntiee 
was evelected, with the substitution of Mi, Dodds 
for Me, Cecil Guinness, who is vetiring, and with 
Me. William K. Wilson in the place of Mr. J. A. 
Fraser, who has gone home. 

The CHatrMan proposed a vote of thanks to 
Mr. It. Wilson, the Hon. Treasurer, and with this 
the formal proceedings terminated. 

THR REBUILDING FUND. 

Mr, E J. Moss mentioned, as a matter of ine 
terest Co seat-hulders, that with regard to the fund 
for the rebuilding of Christ Church 11,877 yew had 
been promised, and of this 7 653 yen were alieady 
in the Hongkong and Shangliat Bank, where in 
terest to the extent of ron yen had accrue 

M.. Suarp—tt is aver 12,000 yen now. 

‘The Cuainman—And I believe there is likely 
to be a consid; ase in subscriptions 
shoutly. 












deficit. 





























LAVEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 
ge 
(From vue Jara Tse.) 


GREAT BRITAIN AND CHINA. 
NEGOTIATIONS AT PEKING, 
London, Feb. 14. 

Great Britain is negotiating’ at Peking 
for the navigation of the inland waters 
and the opening up of Yuanchow, Hunnan 
province. 

FRANCE'S CLAIM GRANTED. 

China has agreed to pay compensation 
for the recent kidnapping of a French. 
man. 

BURMAH RAILWAY EXTENSION. 

CONCESSION BY CHINA. 

China has granted Great Britain the 
right to extend the Burmah railway through 
Yunnan, 

PARLIAMENT AND HOME RULE. 

Mr. John Redmond’s amendment to the 
Address in favour of an independent Irish 
parliament and executive, has been reject- 
ed by a majority 158. Sir William Har- 
court declined to support the motion 
because it ignored the Imperial supremacy, 
The Liberals voted with the majority, 

CRICKET IN AUSTRALIA, 

The New South Wales cricketers have 
beaten Stoddart’s team by 239. 

MR. GLADSTONE’S HEALTH. 

Mr. Gladstone's health is steadily im- 
proving. 

DEATH OF AN AUSTRIAN 
STATESMAN. 
London, Feb. 15 

The death is announced of Count Kal- 
noky, former Austro-Hungarian Mini 
for Foreign Affairs. [The late statesman 
was born in Moravia in 1832. From 
1890 to 1870 he was Councillor of Lega- 

















tion at the Austrian Embassy in London, 


ter} 








{Feb. 19, 1898: 


He acted in succession as Ambassador at 
Copenhagen and St. Petersburg, and as 
Austro-Hungarian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, He was a strong supporter of the 
Triple Alliance, and an equally strong 
Russophobe.] 


UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE DELOME LETTER. 

It transpires that besides the personal 
reflections on President McKinley, Senor 
Delome’s letter also implied duplicity on 
the part of Spain in the reciprocity nego- 
tiations with the United States. It is now 
reported that Mr. Woodford, American 
Minister at Madrid, has been instructed 
to demand the immediate disavowal of 
the statement referring to the object of 
American naval activity, 


AMERICA DEMANDS DISAVOWAL, 
London, Feb. 16. 

America has sent a demand to Spain to 

disavow Senor Delome’s letter. 
RUSSIAN TROOPS SAIL FOR 
VLADIVOSTOCK, 

The Russian auxiliary cruiser Tamboff 
has left Odessa for Vladivostock with a 
thousand troops on board, 

[The Zambof is a cruiser of 8640 tons 
displacement, her length is 385 feet, 
beam sft. max. draught 246; H P. 
2,500, She was built at Dumbarton in 
1893. 

THE “VICTORIOUS” AGROUND. 

The British battleship Victorious has 
run aground at Suez. She will be com. 
pelled to discharge her coal and probably 
also her artillery. 


London, Feb. 17. 
The warships Revenge and Venus have 
left Malta to assist in re-floating the Vic- 
torious. 
SENTENCE ON LORD WILLIAM 
NEVILL. 


Lord William Nevill has been sentenced 
to five year’s penal servitude for fraud 


AMERICAN WARSHIP BLOWS UP. 
TERRIBLE LOSS OF LIFE FEARED, 
London, Feb. 17. 

A terrible explosion has occurred on 
board the American cruiser Marne, which 
was anchored in Havanah harbour. It is 
reported that the vessel was totally des- 
troyed. Two hundred of the crew are 
missing. The commander escaped unhurt. 
ser cf 6,682 tons dis- 

9 29, She was built at 
in 1890, at » cost of £517,600.] 
ENGLAND AND FRANCE IN 
AFRICA. 
THE NIGER DIFFICULTY. 

Mr. Curzon, Under Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, has stated that the 
negotiations with France regarding the 
Niger have not yet arrived at an agree- 
ment, He was unable to say what pro- 
gress has been made in the negotiations. 


















(Received by the Fijé) 
APPOINTMENT OF THE ACTING FOREIGN 
MINISTER. 

Soul, Feb. 16. 
Owing to the illness of Mr. Ye Dochai, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Min 
Chongmok, Minister of Finance, has been 


appointed Foreign Minister ad interim. 








(From re Ne. Duy Nhws.) 
THE GREAT FIRE AT MANILA, 
Hongkong, Feb, 9 
The insured loss by the fire at Manila amounts 


to $889,000, divided among twenty Insurance 


Feb. 19, 1898.) 
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CHESS. 
aa ge 


All Communications to be addressed to the Cumss Eprtor, 





Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 





side. 
The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, Uchi-Saiwai-cho Itchome (next to the ‘Tokyo 


Club), 





Sotutios or Prostem No. 356. 
wHitr. BLACK. 
1—Q to Kt 2 I-KwB4 


a—Kcto K 4, mate 
I—KitoBS 
2—Kt to K 6, mate 





1—Kt any other 

2—Q to Kt 4, mate 
8 1—Bto K 5, ch 

2—Kt to Q 5, mate 

1—B (B 7) any other 
2—Q to K B 2, mate 

1—PwK 5 
2a—Kt to R 4, mate 

1-Bto Bg 
2—Ktto B6 mate 

1—BtoKtsq(or Kt 3) 


2—Q to Kt 6 (takes B), mate 








Corsect’ solutions received from  W.HLS., 
P.E.F.S., Voila, Miss S., 1.S.T., W.K.. and 
A.M.B. 


Answers To CoRRESPONDENTS. 
A.M,B.—Will correct and return next week, 
Chess Ed. C. Times.—Thanks for your notice 

of our efforts, 
W.B.M.—Your answer 





teceived with thanks, 


Prosuxm No. 359. 
By W. Stspenaaar, of Perth, Australia, 





White to play and mate in three moves, 


Gama No. 362. 
‘Tho following was 1 al game in the recent 
contestbetween Janowsky v. Walbradt, which, our 
readers will remember, ended in favour of the 
* Polish Frenchman” by four wins to Walbrodt’s 
two, and two draws. 
SICILIAN DEFENCE. 














Game No. 363. 

We take the following from the Manchester 
Weekly Times :—Brother Pollock, with his well- 
known happy faculty of always having something 
vew aud original in his chess col in the Balti 
more Evening News, published thee or four years 
ago the subjuined game and notes. We were 
very much struck by the ame and the lesson 
which the notes inculcate and preserved the article, 
It is now reproduced in the expectation that it will 
amuse and instenct our readers, Let us contiast 
the recipient and the attractive styles, the heavy 
and the happy, and to do so I take a 
long ago between Genius and Somet 
game which is an example of the delightful style 
im vogue before the modem school had laid its 
witherlng hand on dash, on brilliancy, and on 
chess -— 




















BVANS GAMBIT. 

Black.—Something Else. 

BLACK. WHITE BLACK 

IP Ky PKq 13Q0xB — P-KB3 
2 Kt KBg Ic: OB3 14 P B4(d) PxP(e) 
3BB4 BH 15P Ks P B3it) 
4PQKig BekiP 16 Kt Kg — PxQP(g) 
5P B3 BR4 17 Kt Q6 ch(h) 
6PQy  PxP K Qa2{i) 
7 Castles BKty 18 B Kisch K K3(j) 
8 PxP P Q3 19 PxP KtxP(k) 
9PQs Kt K4(a) | 20 R Keqeh Kt Ks 
ro Kixike = PxKe 21 QxP Kigeh 
tr B R3(b) BQs(c)_ | 22 K R-q(l) O R4(m) 
12 Kt Q2_ Bxk 


(Notes by Professor Di yasdust.) 
(a) Kt to R 4 is much superior, 
(b) An attacking move, but Kt Q 2 is safer 
(c) We do not recon this against such an 
opponent. 
(d) Best. 
(e) Black has no satistactory line of play. 


(1) Weak. 

















1 
(k) The only move to prolong the game. 





(1) on 

(m) White here an ced mate in six moves. 

(The teader may imagine any amount of * Diy 
asdust” analysis following each of the above 
notes). NOTES ALSO. 

(a) The chivalrous Kui 
foe and challenges one of his own size, is im- 
mediately slain and as quickly avenged. He 
might have retived discreetly aud with propriety 
to R 4, and «0 have lived to fight another day. 








us from his lowly 








Had he been less of a strategist he would have 
advanced his remaining Knight to Q 2. 

(c) Black has yet to learnt that a spratis not a 
fair exchange for a mackerel, that “ Giveum’s” 
dead and “ Lend-um” is very bad, 


(d) He feels now patticularly at ease and pro- 





ceeds to awaken the enemy from a deep dieam of 
peace, 
(e) ‘There's small choice in rotten apples,” 








which, being interpreted, signifies that Black must 
lie down on the bed he has made for himself. 

(1) This amiable and considerate procedite— 
yclept, playing your opponent's game—is good 
when you haven't one of your own to play, 

(g) This appears to threaten a good deal; and 


























White—Walbrodt, Black.—Janowsky. White gives it his immediate attention on the 
WHITE, BLACK. waite. Black. — | ground that it is as well to be civil, as the old 
1P Kg P QBs 8 R4_ P Os(e) 
2KtQB3 P oR (1) B Ris ch 
3 P KKi3(«) 10 B Qate) BxB ch ; 

PQ4(b) [rt Kx Castles (i) And now the commander-in-chief has to shut 
4PxP Px 12 Kt Ka(b) OQ Kig_—up bis umbrella and take the field on his own 
5PQ4(c) Kt KB3 [13 KRKBsqBQa(i) | account. 

6 B Ria(d) PxP 14 QkixQP Kt QRg (i) He is not the first to find out that though 
7QxP Kt B3 esigns of kings, only one of then lang 
s+ forth in time to avert a cestai 
igntasio’ eta iteiaree fowe of the loss of hix Royal Mistress. 
tal dae ak lak Ai Ar ah er Ly 1) The King tetirves into his comer to laugh, 
(b) If Black is allowed P to Q 4—the Q P offer ng thereby to his opponent the cup of Tan- 


being the weakness of this defence—he has the 
better game. The King’s Fianchetio is thus ree 
futed, 

(c) Compulsory because of the threatened Pto 





Se 
=~ (d) 6—P takes P is preferable. 

(ce) Well played. If 8—B takes Kt ch, then 8 
sue P takes B, and he could not take the Q BP. 


with the Queen without losing a piece. 

(f) 9-Q Kt to Q 2 would have Leen compara- 
lively bette 

(g) 10—P to B 3 was compulsory, whatever 





the consequences. Anyhow the game could not 
have come to so abinpt a conclusion, 
(h) 12—R to K sq, Pto Q R33 13—K to Bsq, 
Bto Ki 5, &c., would have been equally bad. As 
# matter of fact the game is untenable, 
(i) There is no defence to this move,— Zhe Field. 














avy Google 





s filled with the legacy of Philidor. 
) The cup ts smashed in sheer disgust and 
peration and White then proceeds to bring the 

ter toa conclusion in a very artistic way, 
ouncing mate in six, as follows :—23—R takes 
Kt ch; 24—B to B 4 ch; 25—O to B7 ch; 26— 
Qtakes Q ch; 27—Kt takes Pch ; 28—Q to Ke 
5 mate. 




















Tue Zie-Zac Puzzm, 
The following puzzle is taken from the Phila- 
delphia Time 














Move the five 
teach the square that 


‘The Pawns are immovable. 
pieces so that the King 
is now vacant. The King must not, however, at 
any time move to the cenue square, and the 
pieces must Le moved according (o the laws of 
Chess governing their movement. 














Notts. 
There is very little style about chess. 


It gives 
@ man no opportunity to balance himself on one 
legs lean half over a green table, and jab a real 
ivory ball with a cue held acioss the small of lis 
back. There is no running the first base, or go 
ing over three fences to find a ball in Chess; and 
thereis no bull’s eye to bit—which are disadve 














ages, ina way, Then, a mean, litile six by- 
man, with a'bulging forehead and a watery eye, 
and ‘spectacles, can whip a man twice his size, 





which is an anomaly calculated to distub the 
equilibrium of nature.—Hartford Times. 





Pillsbury and Showalter have arranged to play 
a match for the championship of the United States. 
Stakes will be $1,000 a side, Play wasto com 
mence in the first week of February. 








We learn from the Singapore Free Press that 
the members of the local Chess Club were secently 
divided into four classes for ‘Tournament and 
other purposes, At the same time a challenge 
system—similar to one “Cleland Ladder ”—was 
tittoduced which is producing good results. Asat 
mesent arranged class A comprises eight and 
class B seven players, which tends to show tliat 
the Singapore Chess Club is now quite stiong and 
going well, although st ts first year, 

















Atthe Yokohama Chess Club no games of any 
importance were played during the week. 
Thursday next the Secretary will arrange a Cot 
sultation team game, when we hope a large num- 
ber of members will turn up. 





Tas Toxyo Cugss Cus. 

The appoin'ment of the Rev, W. F. Madeley to 
the Mission at aki makes another gap 

the fighting strength of the Tokyo Chess Club. 
Mr, Madeley was entertained at liffin on Friday 
last in the Imperial Hotel by the members of the 
Club, when the Ven, Archdeacon Shaw, President, 
occupied the chair. Mr, Madeley played in the 
first two matches with the ¥.C.C., coming off with 
equal honours on bath occasions, 


























MAIL STEAMERS, 
epee, 
MAIL IS DUE 









THE NEX’ 














From Date. 
America Su. Feb. 20 
Hongkong Yu, Febvaa 
Kan. ot India 2 Th. eb. 94 
Oceanien 3 Sa. Feb. ab 
Hongkong . Rohille W. Mar. a 
tongkong Belgic 1 
America P.M.Co.  CrofRde. Sire 
P.R.Co, Em. of China 





ND, Lloyd Hohenzollern 





isco on the 3rd inst, 
Left Hongkong on the 16th i 
3 Left Hongkong on the 


THE NEXT MAIL LEAVES 














For Line, Steamer, Date, 
Hongkong » O&O. Co. Coptic M. Pebvar 
Rosetta ‘Tu. Feb. 28 


Saikio Maru 








Hongkong . 
America Doric 

Hongkong... Em, of Chin 
Nov Hohenzolleen 











LATEST SHIPPING. 














spe sat 
ARRIVALS. 

Amoy, German. steamer, 732, A. Krutzen, 13/h 

Feb..— Hongkong, 4: Feb., Rice. — Simon 


Evers & Co. 

Carmarthanshire, British steamer, 1,878, D. Sin 
cock, 13th Feb.,—London via ports, and Hong- 
kong, 6:h Feb., General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 131h 
Feb.,—Hongkong via ports, 3rd Feb., Mails 
and General.—O, & O. S.S. Co, 

Olympia, British steamer, 1,691, ‘T. H. Dobson, 
13th Feb,,—Portland, Oregon, 25th Jan, Genes 
tal, —Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Erato, German steamer, 2,377, Ostermann, rath 

Feb.,—Hambarg_ via ports, and Hongkong, oi 

z 5 Simon Evers & Co. 
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103, Geo. A. 


Empress of Fapan, British steamer 
3ist Jan., 


Lee, 14th Feb.,—Vancouver B 
Mails and General.—C. P. R. Co. 

Glengarry, British steamer, 1,925, Ferguson, 14th 
Feb,,—London via ports, and Kobe 13th Feb., 
Geneial,—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Borneo, British steamer, 2,043, F. C. A. Lyon, 
1sth Feb.,—London via ports and Kobe 13th 
Feb., General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Rosetta, British steamer, 2,039, FE. N. Tillard, x51 
Feb., Hongkong via Nagasaki and Kobe. 61h 
Feb., Mails and General—P. & Q. S.N. Co, 

Smit, Dutch steamer, 822, Carst, 16th Feb..— 
Nloilo, Sugar.—Simon Evers & Co. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. Friele, 16th 
Feb.,—San Francisco 26th J and Honolulu, 
grd Feb., Mails and General—P. M. S.f. Co, 

Hohensollern, Gei man steamer, 2,376, H. Bleeker, 
16th Feb.—Hongkong, 11th Feb, Mails and 
General.—H. Aluens & Co., Nachf. 

Hertha, German steamer, 2,199, Hildetbrandt, 
16th Feb.,—Hamburg via ports, and Hong- 
kong, 10th Feb., General, —Simon Evers & Co. 

Prometheus, British steamer, 3,583, Capt. Keay, 
17th Feb.,—Liverpool via ports, and Kobe 16th 
Feb., General,—Butterfield & Swiie. 

Saikio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,652, G. W. 
Conner, 18th’ Feb-,—Shanghai vid ports, 22th 
Feb., Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

































DEPARTUR 
Chusan, German steamer, 780, W. Wendt, rath 
Feb.,—Kobe, Ballast. on Evers & Co. 


Tacoma, British steamer, 1,662, A. Dixon, 13th 
B. a Tacoma Wash., 











Centennial, Danish steamet, 1,287, W. Thompso 
12th Feby—Seattle Washington, Ballast.— 
Capt 

Dagmar, Norwegian steamer, g21, E, Amundsen, 
13th Feb.,—Moji, Ballast. —Simon Evers & Co, 

Orwell, British steamer, 2,149, Gibb, 14th Feb.,— 
Moji, Ballast.— Butter field & Swire, 

Brorg, Nowwegian steamer, 483, R. Nelson, 14th 

eb.—Kobe, Sugar.—Chinese, 

Chwnshan, British steamer, 1,282, Furgson, 14th 
Feb.,—Moji, Ballast.—Dodwell, Carlill & C 
Olvmpia, British steamer, 1,691, YP. H. Dobson, 
14th Feb.,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and 

Gensisi—-Dodwell, Caslill & Co, 

Titania, Norwegian steamer, 2,315, Henr. Egenes, 
1gth Feb.,—Vancouver, B.C, Ballast. Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, Geo. 
A. Lee, 15th Feb.,—Hongkong via ports, Mails 
and Geneval,— adian Pacific Railway Co. 

Doric, British steamer, 2,936, y Smith, rth 
Feb.,—San Francisco, Mails and General,— 
0.& O. 

Claverdon, British ship, 2,462, Kelway, 15!) Feb., 
—Royal Roads, Ballast.—R. Isaacs & Bro. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,645, R. § 
15th Feb.,—Shanghai via ports, Mails and 
General—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Loyal, German steamer, 1,237, Loenzen, 16th 
Feb.,—Otaru, Ballast. —Browne & Co. 

Ningchow, British steamer, 1,735, W. H. Cross, 
16th Feb.,—Victoria B.C., Ballast—W. M. 
Strachan & Co. 

Natal, French steamer, 2,073, Remes, 16th Feb, 
—Marecilles via ports, Mails and General — 
M. M.S.S. Co. 

Amoy, German steamer, ees A. Kratzen. 16th 
Feb.,—Otaru, Ballast.—Simon Evers & Co. 
Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. Friele, 17th 
Feb., ranghone vid ports, Matis and General 

—P. M.SS. Co, 

Ghasee, British steamer, 1,827, Bailey, 17th Feb, 
—New York via ports and Suez Canal, Gene- 
ral.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co, 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 1,376, H. Bleeker, 
18th Feb.—Hongkong via’ Kobe and Naga. 
saki, Mails and General.—H. Alirens & Co., 
Nachf, 

Glengarry, British steamer, 1,925, Ferguson, 18h 
Bei Mail Ballast.—Jardine Matheson & Co. 

Siam, British steamer, 992, J. Messer, 19th Fe 
| Ballast.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 



























































PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 
Per British steamer Doric, from Hongkong via 
ports:—Mr, and Mrs. Windeler, Mr. and Mes. 
M. Beart and children, Mrs. M. Kinch, Mr. W. 
B, Vandeilip, Mr. F. W. Playfair, Mr. A. 
Koch, Mr. Thos. Walsh, Bishop McKim, Mr. as 


















Mrs. Farey, Miss Elsie Adair, Mr. Win, Koenaka, 
Mr, J. M. P. Hermanus. Mr, W. Beaune, Me. E. 
Berger, and Rev. H. Evaus, m cat 
San Francisc Mr. Thos. M. Boyd, Di. 
E. Harlan, Miss Christine Harlan, Mi. C. AL 


Tomes, and Mr, & Mrs. Oscar J. Kron, cabin, 


Go 
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Per British steamer Olympia, from Portland 
Oregon :—Mr. C. S. Stevenson, in cabin, and 5 
Chinese im steerage. 

Per French steamer Natal, from Marseilles via 
ports:—Saeurs Gab, Beaumont, Adela Divests, 
Tidel Pouilly, Mr. and Mis. Guibert, Mr. G. 
Pereiia, Mr. S. B. Alva, Mr. Masanao Kaike, 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Beegmann, Mr. Kah Nols, Mr. 
J. Richard, Marie Victorin, Mr. E. Levy, Mr. J. 
Ping, sir, N. Marcel, and Mr. Ph Sam, in exbin. 

Per British steamer Empress v4 Fapan, from 
Vancover B. Me ts. Bell and 
servant, Me. P. Be Cintiee Mr.c. W. 
Collier, Mr. and Mrs. Bengen, President and Mrs. 
E. D. Baton, Mr. & Mrs. AW. Bisher, Mrs, Louise 
Graham, Me. and Mrs. O. A. Jones, Miss Jost, 
Mr. E. E. Matheson, Dr. R. S. Miller, Mr. Rode- 
tick H. Macleay, Mr. H. B. McQueen, Miss M. 
Robertson, and Rev. J- Smith, in cabin. 

Per British steamer Rosetta, from Hongkong 
i —Mr, and Mes. Healing, Miss 




























m London, via 
—Mc. Fiadgley, Mes, Lockyer and child, 
W. Eadie, Capt. Shimamura, Mr. Dennis, 
J. Abbot, two naval S.B. Stewards, in 
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COMMERCIAL, 
wees 
IMPORTS. 

There hay been a fairly good business transact- 
ed in grey shirtings and something in yarns, but 
y cottons and woollens remain very dead, In 
taw cotton a considerable business has been done 
and prices, both for American and Indian, are 
recovering from their recent depression. 

COTTON PIEGIC GODS, 














og—NEM, a8p yilo, gy inches 82 55 to 2.85 












s—olh, sHbyds. Aginches 2.30 to 3.35 

loth—71h, 24 yaids, 32 1.80 to 2.00 

pictingsa—ta yavis, 4 1195 t0 2.90 

— Assorted, 24 yards, 10 inches,, 200 to 3.75 
Cotton—Italians ‘and Sate: ran ea 

47 inches... : 0.18} to 0.25 





WOOLLENS. ra vents 


$0.20 tw 0.50 
013s to 0.4 
















to yauis 








as 

i 9 30 ty 0.324 

0.25 tw 0.47) 

"ars tw waa 

0.35 10 0.50 

0.60 to 0.75 

ion, 5406 $5 Lhe oo 9.50 10 0.85 
ailet and Geen, sta 5th, 

Sess Teceaee W5O ta 60 








ayein 
1.50 t0 170 
1.75. 2.10 
Turkey Reds— ’ 
32 inches 2.40 tv 2,70 
Turkey Reds: 
sainches 300 to 3.50 
ONTO YARTIS vane 
438-50 to 










41.00 to 
+ 38/42, Singles 44,00 to 
+ 32, Doubles 46.00 to 
42, Doubles 51-75 to 





2/60, Plain 61 00 to 











+ 2/80, Plain 





75.00 to 

















Nor, 2/100, Plai 99.00 to 100.00 
Nos. 2/60, Gass 72.00 to 79.00 
Nos. 280, Gassed 89.00 to 95.00 
100, Gassed ++ 112,00.t0 124.00 
_,, RAW COTTON. ran ricuts 
American Middling $20 to 20.70 
Indian Hroach: 26,00 to 20.60 
Chinese. 20.00 to 204 
MICLAL 
ere has been some business done in bar iron, 










10 demand in other Ii 
lower 





es, while prices offered 














Linch, and upward. 

tron Plates. assor ‘aa 

Sheet Iron 
ized I 






ater, yer box 
ig Wan, Ho. 
Hoop Ton (1 to +i 








The market is very dull and priceshave declined 
very considerably, quotations having reached the 
lowest figure touched since last summer, The fall 
in prices is attributed to large arrivals and the 
cheap Sumava oil which has made its appearance 
on the market. 

American 

Russian... 

Langhat 


92.04 to 2.10 
2.00 to 2.19 
1,96 








SUG 
A fair business has been done in Brown, 





ila have risen 5 sen wile Chinas 
have diopped about the same amount. 
imosa has been sold for arrival at from $4.10 to 
$4.15. Very little has been done in White Ree 
find, at unchanged prices. 










Brown Daitony 





Bisoto 7.00 
7.35" 9.00 


White Ketined 





EXPORTS. 


RAW SILK, 
ite a boom occurred in the market on Mon- 
day, when it is reported some 1,000 or 1,200 boxes 
of filatures and hanks were sold. Since then there 






has been a fair daily business, mostly for America. 
ng of the week from 


Prices went up at the beginn 
$3 to $5 apicul, Demand 

fora reduction in 
de 105 bales per Natal and 46 per Rohilla 
for Europe, and 418 bales per Deric and 141 bales 
per Tacoma for America. Stocks ate estimated at 
about 6,200 piculs. 

auorations. 
wies—iatiag tt, rosa de 

V3, 44!10 de 

st tong. 
ieayliseealeate 
14, 10/14 deniers, 












Nominal 
#930 to gq 
920 to g30 
880 to 890 
goo to 910, 

















thi 1git6, n4/igden, 850 to 860 
Ja, 10/15 demers, 850 to B50 
Lay tg etden 810 to 830 
Re-reels—No. 1, 43/15, 14/16 den. 890 to 900 
Re-reels—No. 14, 15/16, 14/17 den 820 to B30 





Re-reels—No. 2, «4/18 a 
Re-reels—No, 24, 14/18 deniers 
1/20 deniers. 


Boo to Bio 
780 to 750, 








Kakedas—lxtce 
Kakedas—No. 1 
Kakedas—Na. v4 
Kakedas—No.2 
Kawedas—No. a4 


B40 to 850 
820 to 830 
790 to 800 
760 to 770 















‘anil will posit 


EXTRACT OF NUT GALLS 


Has been thoroughly tested 


EYEBROWS, &e. 


COURTICE’S 
CONCENTRATED 








Hl approvel in 
quarter of a 


parts of Lhe world for 


an, perfectly harmless, 


NOTE.—Dhirty years Professor of Hair Specitien to the Honourable Benchers af the Inner Temple. 


GEO. COUR 


Laboratory, 8, 


PRICES: 2 








Bishop's Court, 
Late 234, STRAND). 
6d., fs., 103. 6d., £1 Is, per BOTTLE. 


TICE & CO, 


Chancery Lane, London 


‘This EXTRACT 13 INVALUABLE to LADIES, as it restores the Colour close to the Skin. 


) gle 


UNIV 
URBAN, 





Original from 
RSITY OF ILLIN 
HAMPA 


ols 


Ola 


S 


A 








IGN 
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WASTE SILK. 
This market has been quiet, ptices remaining 
very. fir Present stock is estimated at 7,100 
piculs. ‘The Natal shiped 7 bales lor Europe. 


QUOTATIONS, 






. $115 t0 120 









Nos 
Kibiso—Filaty 
Kibiso- Hi 
Kibi 
Kibis 






a0 to 22h 


TEA. 
Nothing at alldoing, Stocks amount to 139,900 


cattics. Shipments have consisted of 811 pack- 


ages per Tacoma and 95 per Doric. 
Quotations. 


Nominal, 








Common .. 


EXCHANGE, 
Silver down qi; and China sterling } lower has 
caused local rates on China to harden and francs 
ate likewise firmer by reason of Paris exchange 








going up. No change otherwise. 
Sterling— Bank 2/o% 
= = 2/ok 

- — 4 months’ 2/08 

_ Vrivate 4 months’ sig 2/0,% 
- — Smonths’ sight... 2/opd 


sin—Bank oight 





On Germany—Bank sight ,, 
— Private 4 months’ sight 


Hands and Hair 





The most effective skin purifying and beautifying soap in the 
world, as well as purest and sweetest for toilet, bath, and nursery. 
The only preventive of pimples, blackheads, red, rough, and oily 
skin, red, rough hands with itching palms and shapeless nails, 
dry, thin, and falling hair, and simple baby blemishes, because 
the only preventive of inflammation and clogging of the PORES. 
Sold throughout the world. Portzn Dava axp Ommx. Conr., Sole Prope. Boston. British 


depot: F, Newaeny & Sons, London, ag~Bend for “* How to Cleanse, Purify, and Beautify 
the Skin, Seslp, and Hair,” a book of intonsely interesting matter to Ladies, post free. 
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On Hongkong—Bank sigh 
— Private rodaya’sigh 
(On Shanghat—Bank sight 
— Private 10 day 

On tadia— Bank sight , 
— Private 30 days’ si 

Mas Siteer (London) 











iy? WATERING 
y _ APPARATUS 


* Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydrants 

i ‘and Street Washers. 

Garden Watering 

| Appar 

1 Gun-Metal, Copp 
Tron Cocks and 


! 
{ 

| E. GUESNIER, E.¢.P., 
|< engsinoor and Cook Hintr., 

| (Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
8 27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
1 PARIS. 

| Hydropathic and Massage Appar 


tus supplied to the Vichy Co. 
| Vapour Bethe ierthe eystess)- 









es and 





nd Cast. 











ZAI yply to: 
ii wer 





December 5, 1896. 





CARD. 
REGINALD H. MARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT. 
[S.prenated 19 excente orders for AUSTRA- 
LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, LEATHER, 
and BONES. 
Address: 
Care of Jaranzse Coxsuzate, 


98, Queen Street, Melbourne, 
Australia, 





December 18th, 1897. 


Digitized by (sO igle 


MILKMAID 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 

contain all the cream of the original milk. 
lj In the process of manufacture nothing but 
<j water is removed, nothing but the best 
Rl} refined sugar added. 
Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
H cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 
































162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLD G. HERNAN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 
The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January Ist, 1896, 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet, substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 
MIXING, GRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS. 


Address Wassts. C. ROHDE & Co., 
YOKOHAMA. 
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Trade Mark on ‘every Casting, 





acfarlane’s Castings, 


PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“ SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 


ORNAMENTAL 


VERANDAHS, BALCONIKS, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 


NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFRRENT REQUIREMENTS, 
MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 





TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 


Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 
WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 


ONSTRUTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 













The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the ‘Stomach, 
Bleadache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections, 


DINNEFORDS)|, 





Sold Throughout the World. 
ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


N.B.— 


| The Physician’s Cure 
. Gout, Rheumatic 
{| Gout and'Gravel; the 
safestand most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sict~ 
ness of Pregnancy. 











m, 


hy 
3 


September rgth, 1897. 9 


LEA & PERRINS 


OBSERVE THAT THE ° 
SIGNATURE 







IN BLUE INK 


CUTSIDE WRAPPER 
\ of every Bottle of the 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 
Worcester ; 


Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
and Export Oilmen generally. 


RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 




















LIEBIG 


COMPANY'S EXTRACT 








a perfect tonie: jt braces up ther. stem te resist 
Nottralaig Colds and Influenza; it kee 3 ‘the healthy 
Weil. and’ strengthens invalids. A. perfect essence of 
n the system is lasting. not transitory 
nts. In the Kitchen it provides the 
essential ieatures “at wood Cooker etising flavour, 

nourishment and dic ty. 














<u" 
INreRion 8 vsot!® 








1s NOW 
PRINTED 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 


"SAUCE 


ane nnn anna 


ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE... 


“Most Refreshing.” 


NICE ALWays, 





SLY REVIVING IN. 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural Perfume 
le from flowers. 
Not a Chemical” aoe roar 


“AOLINE” PERFUME. “Most Refrosbing.” 


“AOLINE” ToILeT soap 
for the Complexion, 
“AOLINE” ToweT POWDER imparts a 
detightfal bloom to the complexion, 
“AOLINE” SACHETS. Detighteat for Handker- 
chieta, Glover, e, 
“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Scttening and 
benutifyiag for the ion, 
Of ail Chemiate and Stores 
J. KE, ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 


INTENTORS OF THE CRLEARATED 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME. 


“ACharming Scent."—H.R.H.TheDuchessof Yor’ 
January rst, 1898. : qy. 








NOT SO FAR AWAY 
IN CHICAGO U. S.A. 


1s THE 
Greatest Mail Order House in the World. 





MONTGOMERY WARD & COMPANY, 


M10 120 Michigan Ave. 
WHO ISSUE SEMI-ANNUALLY THE MOST COM- 
PREHENSIVE 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 


AND 


BUYERS? GUIDE. 


1 200 pages (fk by 11 Inches), 14,00 thas. 
fretone, toto Sependabre wuotations, and Tra 
SPHGIAL Peical irs, devuted to dietnet 
MERCHAND! 
TMPLES 
i 
LAN 


iso for Vora 

rn thd abn en sna ars 
Cfour limitiess facilities for Alling orders expe: 
Shabtaly atta pris 


Goods Guaranteed as Represented or Money Refunded, 


Montgomery Ward & Co., 
CHICAGO, U.S. Ay 
111 to 120 MICHICAN AVENUE. 








THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is “‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be main‘ained by the use of these Pills, 


- his work entitled “The Nile Tribut 
dered the dragoman Mahome: 
Doctor, and 1 had the best 
with advice gratis, Int 
ints. to whom I served ‘out & 
vay’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable putgative properties, they 
Create’ an’ undeniable effect upon the patient, which satistes 
them of their value"? 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


Inacertain -emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, a1 
kin ets miraculoa: 
in arresting 
























ye" had with me aquantiy 
ent. eave some to the people, and nothi 
could exceed their gratitude} ang, in consequence, milketo 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon os, until 
spoonful of Ointment was wor 
fund the demand 





vied Medision Veaaeie throughout the 
May rat, toe. 


—_—— 
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She received so much damage in the fore 
part of the ship that she will probably be 
detained a month or more in Hongkong. 


Germany has obtained the consent of China for 
a concession to lay railways between Kiao-chou 
and Ichou, 


Tue Chinese Government is enrolling soldiers 
in several provinces, in view of possible con- 
tingencies. 


203| THe Osaka Shosen Kaisha has decided to re- 


te] a half n 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


No avtice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘ JAPAN 
Wanity Matt? must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. a 

It is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the Manager, and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
addressed to the EDITOR. 
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BIRTHS. 

On the 17th instant, at the British Legation, 
Tokyo, the wife of JouN Harrincton Gussins, 
of a daughter. 

On the aged February, at No. 3, Aoicho, Aka- 
saka, Tokyo, the wife of Di, W. Norton 
Wuirtner, of a son, 

DEATH. 

At Zuvich, Switzerland, on the 2rst of February, 
1898, Ed, Osenbriiygen, partuer in the firm of 
Nabholz & Oxenbrdggen, in his 51st year, 











SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





H.M. S. Victorious, which 
Suez, has been floated. 


went ashore al 


Over 700 contract labourers for Hawaii left 
Yokohama by the China. 


During last month 799,159 piculs of foreign 
tice were imported into Japan. 


Tue O.&0.S.S. Coptic arrived in Yoko- 
hama on the 24th inst., four days overdue from 


San Francisco, after experien one of th 
roughest voyages.on record agen ® Pigg 





ale 


duce its capital from ten million yen to five and 
ions, 





Tus Yokohama Water Works Bureau has de- 
cided to raise its rates for the supply of water 
about 35 per cent. 


Smatt-pox has broken out in Hokkaido, and 


[from the ret tothe r5th inst. 53 cases and 14 


deaths were reported, 


Tus Kyoto Imperial University is about to add 
to its curriculum mathematies, physics, chemi- 
siry, electricity and mining. 


Tne Interport Football match between Yoko- 
ama and Kobe, is to take place at the latter 
port to day, the 26ih inst. 





Tue construction of a first-class armoured 


6 cruiser of 9,600 tons, will shortly be undertaken 


at the Yokosuka Shipbuilding Yard. 


Ini 
being mobilized in Tongking to act in co 
with the French squadron in Hainan. 








ity 


Lrgut.-Genzrat Baron Noa, Governor-Gene- 
ral of Formosa, and Mr, Sone, Chief of the 
Administrative Oilice, have arrived in Tokyo. 


Tux French Transatlantic steamer Flachat has 
been wrecked off Teneriffe, ana forty-nine pas. 
sengers and thirty-eight of the craw drowned, 





Tue Fiench newapapers are much occupied with 
the Zola case. Zola has summoned as witnesses 
foreign diplomats and many political pesonages. 





Tr is reported that the Japanese Government 
will shortly open negotiations with Canada, with 
a view to effecting a treaty with the Dominion 
Government. 


Tue Osaka Shosen Kaisha’s steamer Kamo- 
gawa Maru ran on a rock and sunk off Naga- 
hama on the rgth, Mails, passengers and crew 
were saved, 


Tue Emperor, Empress and Crown Prince 
contributed yen 8,000, 2 000 and 700 respec 
tively torwards the funeral expenses of the late 
Prince Yamashina. 


Ow the morning of the 2th inst, a powder ex 
plosion occurred in one of the workshops of 
the Koishikawa Arsenal, Tokyo. Six woikmen 
were fatally injured. 





Esty next month a conference of chief off. 
cials of all the private Railway Companies in 
Japan will be held to consider the proposed 
raising of railway fares. 


A TELEGRAM from Shanghai reports that the 
Chinese Government have arranged with Ru 
for a loan of 100,009,000 roubles. The report 
in not generally credited 





Mr. J. F. Fraste, one of the round the world 
cyclists, delivered a lecture, or discourse, on his 
long ride, before a scanty andience at the Public 
Hall, Yokohama on the 231d in 


Mr. Avexiarr, Russian Adviser to the Korean 
‘reasury and Mr. Gabriel, President of the 
Chinese Bank, have opposed the use_of 














reported that seven thousand troops are| 


the stamped Japanese silver yen in Korea, and 
the Treasury refuses to accept the same in pay- 
ment of taxes. 
tur Tai W6n-kun, the father of the Em- 
peror of Korea, is dead. On the zand an 
altempt was made to assassinate Kim Hung- 
yuk, a leading Russophile politician of Kore: 


A smverk northerly gale was experienced in 
Yokohama on the 22nd instant. One of the 
yachts in the harbour broke adrift and another 
sank at her moorings ; but neither were serious- 
ly damaged. 
An accident happened at Shimbashi on Wednes- 
day to the Abt railway engine imported from 
the United States, which came into collision 
with a luggage van, with the result that the 
i was derailed 


Tue trial of Nagai Yoshito, the man charged 
with the murder of the British seaman Kennedy 
in the native town, Yokoh on the 17ih 
Sept, last, opened in the Local Court on the 
24th inst, and was farther adjourned. 


A Raure« telegram 
Coast of Africa, on the 
two French expeditions were advancing on So- 
koto, within British territory. A semi-official 
note published in Paris denied the truth of the 
statement, 
A rior has taken place at Simar in the district 
of Nassik, Bombay, in connection with the 
measures taken to combat the plague. A hos- 
ital attendant was killed and the isolation 
camp burnt. The troops fred on the rioters 
and many were killed. 


A New treaty between Gre at Britain and China 
is reported from Peking to have been signed, 
by which Yo-chow, in Honan, is to be opened 
to commerce two years hence, the rivers and 
lakes in the imterior to be opened to steam 
navigation within four months; and the d 
tricts bordering the Yang tsze to be inviolate 
from cession to any other Power, 


The Import market during the past week 
can scarcely be characterised as brisk, although 
a fair business has been transacted in certain 
lines. Yarns show an upward tendency and 
there has been a moderate demand for most 
descriptions. The sales of grey  shirtings, 
which were very considerable last week and the 
week before, have fallen off, the immediate 
demand having been supplied, while no bus 
ness whatever is reported in fancy cottons and 
woollens. Metals generally are looking up a 
little and a fair amount of business has been 
done at reduced prices. The slamp in kerosene 
atill continues; prices have continued to fall 
until the last two or three days, when a rather 
firmer tone prevailed in the market. Tran- 
sactions however have been very small and 
stocks are accumulating. The total import 
from January 1st. to date amounts 10-449 286 
cases American, 205.539 cases Russian and 
40,480 cases Langkat. In sugar, consider- 
able sales have taken place in Manila brown, 
dithe stock is cleared out, Some busi 
has also been done in China soris, but nothing 
in Formosa or in white refined. Imports of 
Rangoon and Saigon rice have been heavy. 
During last month no less than 799,159 piculs 
of foreign rice were imported, against exports of 
home grown grain of 37,838 piculs. In Exports 
there has been a very moderate business trans- 
acted in raw silk, the high prices asked and the 
small stock of silk of a desirable quality remain- 
ing militating againat any further large transac- 
tions. The dealers und producers however may 
congratulate themselves on a very successful 
season so far. The tea market is practically 
closed, No sles have been reported during 







































































exporlg. 


thejweek,and ditthe has been done in general 
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SPIKIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
a ‘i 

There are some romantic but not very pro 
found publicists in Japan who urge that neigh- 
bourly kindness should induce this country to 
accede to China's request for an extension of 
the time for paying the remainder of the In- 
demnity, Such persons show litle knowledge 
of the situation. An act can not be called 
‘kind’ unless it confers some advantage on 
its subject. If it be neither beneficial nor pro- 
fitable to the other side, is ceases to be a kind- 
ness and becomes an injury, That is the case 
with regard to postponing the payment of the 
Indemnity, If China were actually unable to 
find the money, or if she could not find it with- 
out making hurtful sacrifices, the question 
would assume a different complexion. But she 
can easily procure the necessary funds. Euro- 
pean States are only too willing to minister to 
her wants, and if she does not take advantage 
of their offers, it is because she can not shake 
off her narrow conservatism. ©n the other 
hand, to defer the discharge of her liabilities is 
a heavy loss to her, In the first place, pend- 
ing the payment of the whole Indemnity, she 
has to suffer the national humiliation of Japan's 
occupation of Wei-hai-wei. In the second 
place, she has to contribute a sum of five 
hundred thousand taels yearly towards the 
expenses of the occupation. In the third place, 
she has to pay interest at the rate of 5 per cent. 
on the undischarged portions of the Indemnity, 
Five per cent. is a reasonablo rate in the East, 
but a very high rate in Europe. China can ob- 
tain the means of discharging her debt on mach 
easier terms, Moreover, by paying off the re- 
mainder of the Indemnity at once, she can 
effect a saving of many millions of vex, Lis 
not at all to her advantage that Japan should 
assist her to procrastinate. Sach is the gist of 
an article in the Nichi Nichi Shimbun. 
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The Yomiuri Shimbun publishes an ex- 
tremely nebulous article with regard to this ques- 
tion of the Indemnity. It sets out by stating 
that the vital problem is to determine what 
course Japan shall pursue in the event of China’s 
declaring her inability to pay the next instal- 
ment at the appointed date, but, instead of at- 
tempting to solve that problem, it drifts off into 
a vague accusation that the great difficulty is 
the want of any definitive Ministerial policy to- 
wards China. Considering that the present 
Cabinet has been only six weeks in office, and 
that no questions have occurred to test the qual- 
ity of its policy towards the neighbouring empire, 
one is led to expect that the Yomiuri will ad- 
vance some proofs in support of its indictment 
of the Government’s attitude. But no obliga- 
tion of thatkind isacknowledged. Weare merely 
told that the positive policy of the last Cabinet has 
been changed’ into a negative, and that the In- 
demnity question descends to a secondary rank 
of importance compared with the fundamental 
consideration of the Cabinet’s general inten- 
tions, 

The Mippon disexauca the same subject but 
arrives at the conclusion that the question is one 
of foreign policy rather than of finance, and that 
Japan should grant China’s request for the sake 
of the improved relations that such a course 
would bring about. The ippon has always 
been a strong advocate of reducing the pro- 
gramme of military expansion, and it finds in 
this mater a fresh argument to support its case. 
for it contends that if Japan had not pledged 
herself to unproductive expenditures on such a 
large scale, she would now be in a position not 
only to discharge her duty towards her neighbour 
—a duty imperative in the Wippon's eyes as to 
call for recognition even at the cost of cutting 
off one’s own flesh to succour the suppliant— 
but also to head the breach in an international 
friendship which ought to be of the closest char- 
acter. It is admitted by the organ of ‘ Young 
Japan” that the Indemnity forms the basis o! 
the Government's post-bellum programme, and 
that to postpone the payment of the remaining 
portion—over 100 million yen—would dislocate 
the programme, Naturally the Ito Cabinet, 
which is responsible for the progranfine, re ie 




















easily reconcile itself to any radical change 
But it must be remembered that the same 
Ito Cabinet, when submitting the programme 
to the Diet, declared that the national strength 
could easily support such bardens, and that the 
revenue of the State possessed a large residuum 
of elasticity. If that be go, there should be no 
difficulty in making ‘such arrangements as 
would enable the Cabinet to accede to Chi 
request at the present juncture, But unforu 
nately the finances have been embarrassed ever 
since the post-bellum programme came into 
operation, a fact plainly proving that the esti: 
mate of its drafters was faulty, The situation now 
is that owing to the Government's persistence 
in over-burdening the nation’s financial strength 
for the sake of organizing excessive armaments, 
Japan is precluded from peiforming au act 
of neighbourly courtesy, from cementing a close 
friendship with China, and from guaranteeing 
the Middle Kingdom’ against the dangerous 
contingencies connected with incurring further 
pecuniary obligations towards European Powers. 











* * 

The Hochi Shimbun is entirely opposed to 
the idea of granting China’s request. It takes 
the general ground that legitimate obligations 
should be punctually discharged, and the par- 
ticular ground that uo teal impression could be 
made upon China by such a concession. The 
Chinese have doubtless come to fear the Japan- 
ese, but their dread has not replaced, it has 
rather supplemented, their old sentiments of 
distrust and contempt. They would not inter- 
pret a postponement of the Indemnity paymen 
as an act of friendship: they would regard it 
rather as a sign of weakness, At any rate their 
gratitude would not go far towards securing 
their friendship. Another point is that one of 
the most essential meaus of winning China’s 
good-will is to make her undersiand Japan's 
mood, The imposition of an indemnity of 200 
million taels and the acquisition of territory in 
Manchuria — subsequently exchanged for a 
money payment at the instigation of the three 
Powers—were conditions suggested, in part, by 
the hope of :ousing the huge empire from its 
sleep and making it enter the path of progress. 
It is important that the Chinese should clearly 
appreciate that sentiment. To remit the In 
demnily now, so soon as its payment becomes 
irksome, would be an indication that Japan had 
departed from her original purpose in  im- 
posing it, But the main point is that the con- 
cession would not have the practical effects 
claimed for it by its romantic advocater—it 
would not win Cuina’s good-will. 


ate 


It is alleged that the Government contem- 
plates certain changes in the Law of Election, 
the principal points of the new programme being 
to extend the franchise, to widen the limits of 
electoral districts, and to increase the number 
of members. At present a man must have 
reached his 25th year, and must be paying direct 
national taxes aggregaling 15 yea in orderto 
possess a vote, Out of a total population of 
42,270,000 the number of males from 25 years 
upwards is 16 millions, in round figures, and 
the uumber of these that pay the required 
amount of tax is only 510,000; which total is 
reduced, from various causes, to only 460,000 
of actual franchise holders, Hence it must be 
said that the Japanese Lower House repre- 
sents the minority, not the majority of the 
nation. Very different is the state of affairs in 
Western constitutional countries, In England 
for example, out of a total population of 38 
millions, no less than 6,400,000 have the fran. 
chise; in Italy, 2,120,000 possess it out of 28 
millions; and in America and France every 
male of over 21 isa potential voter. The Go- 
vernment’s idea is to lower the age to 20, and 
to reduce the property qualification so that 
about one-fifth of the males of that age shall 
have the franchise. Extension of electoral dis 
ticts is also considered necessary, not merely 
for the sake of securing the return of candidates 
possessing more than a mete local reputation, 
ot 180 to prevent corrupt practices which can, 

















af om be resorted to with greater ease in 





proportion to the smallness of the constituency, 
In some respects the ideal system would be to 
have the whole body of electors throughout the 
empire vote for the candidates en masse, but 
that plan would be attended by one disad- 
vantage, namely, that the men returned would 
in most cases have no knowledge of the cou- 
tions existing in special localities. It is pros 
bable, therefore, that the limits of the Prefec- 
tures and cities will be the bounds of the electoral 
districts in the reformed system, The number 
of members, ton, will be increased, it is said, 
to about 500, The Fiji Shimpo gives this in- 
formation, and expaiiates on it at some length, 
predicting that it will afford uaiversal satisfac 
tion, 
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The Kokumin Shimbun also writes about the 
Law of Election and arrives at the conclusion 
that although the present House of Representa 
tives includes some men worthy to be called 
leading publicists, it can not be regarded as xn 
assembly of the nation’s best intellects, On 
the contrary, one may say without violating the 
truth, that the members are, on the whole, me- 
diocrities. Many of them, indeed, do not reach 
that level. The agricultural claxs is largely 
represented, but scarcely any members are 
returned in the manufacturing and mercantile 
interests? The fault lies primarily with the 
Law of Election which, by presctiblng that a 
candidate must have certain qualifications in 
the district for which he is elected, limits the 
choice of the electors to men of local repata: 
tion, Further, the smallness of the constitueu- 
ciea creates easy opportunities for corruption, 
and there can be ao doubt that not a few persons 
are returned simply by means of money. It is, 
of course, too late to effect any reform of the 
Law in time for the purposes of the general 
election now pending, but the subject demands 
early attention if representative institutions in 
Japan are to be naeful and honoured. Mean 
while, the Kokwmin urges the constituencies to 
return men who will be: @ credit to the country. 
































If the spirit of iatetaattowal amity alone could 
be consulted, says the Miyako Shimbun, Chinn's 
request for the postponement of her obligation 
in the matter of the indemnity ought to be grant- 
ed. But Japan’s interests forbid such a course. 
The question demanding consideration, there- 
fore, is the procedure to be adopted in the 
event of China’s declaring her inability to pay 
the installment due in May. There is the preced- 
ent that Japan remitted a part of the debt due to 
her by Korea, and there is the precedent of the 
method pursued by European States in the case 
of the Turkish bonds, But those incidents 
relate to [countries possessing greatly differ 
ranks. No instance of such procedure iv to be 
found among States of eqna!l status. It will 
be a profound disgrace to China if she can not 
discharge her obligations. On the other band, 
how is Japan to compel her to do so? Wei- 




















hai-wei is held as security. In the event 
of China’s failure to pay her debt, that 
fortress will become Japan's permanent 


property, But there are many reasons to doubt 
whether such a consummation would inure to 
Japan's benefit. ‘To say nothing of sacrifices of 
men ond money required for maintaining the 
place, there is the important consideration that 
hy the taking of a position upon the Asiatic 
Coutiment, Japan becomes unavoidably a pany 
to all the incidents of which the Far East is 
evidently about i be the theatre. If the 
Government has made up its mind that her 
destiny poinis in the direction, well and good, 
But it is @ question of immense moment, 

















Two American marines were* drowned at 
Colombo while attempting to swim ashore from 
the U.S. cruiser Raleigh. It is supposed that 
they attempted unsuccessfully to land on the 
breakwater, and became exhausted in swimming 
back to the ship. The bodies were recovered 
some days later, one in a mutilated state, and 
were buried with military honours, Two men 
jumped over-board and made an unsuccessful 
effort to rescue the drowning men, who were 
fully deedGid and! Wearing heavy boots. 
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FINANCIAL POLICF. 
megs toss 

Conjectures and theories are formulated 
in plenty by the vernacular press with 
regard to the Cabinet’s financial policy, 
one writer attributing to the Government 
an intention to augment the taxes, another 
alleging that it intends to resort to a 
foreign loan, and a third suggesting that 
signal reductions of the military expan- 
sion scheme are on the apis. We donot 
think that credence can be attached to any 
of these forecasts. From what we havebeen 
able to learn, we judge that the, Cabinet’s 
programme has no heroic features. Its 
foundation is a simple, straightforward 
endeavour to make ends meet, pending the 
time when the co-operation of the Diet 
can be sought. It might be supposed that 
as the Diet assembles in May for an ex- 
traordinary session, a financial scheme 
could then be submitted for parliamentary 
approval. But even assuming that sufi- 
cient time were available to complete 
the necessary investigations—and there is 
not sufficient time—, the difficulty would 
remain that anew Budget for 1898-9 is 


now out of the question. The fiscal 
year begins on April 1st, and the 
Budget having failed to “come into 


existence,” nothing could be done except 
to follow the Constitutional routine 
and adopt last year’s Budget. Strict 
economy is, therefore, the order of the 
day, and the principal object to which the 
Minister of Finance is devoting his 
energies is retrenchment in all possible 
directions. Any measures in the nature 
of increased taxation, or a foreign loan, 
or a large change in the military expansion 
scheme, can not be regarded as having 
entered the field of immediately practical 
politics. The Government can scarcely 
hope to adhere strictly to the lines of last 
year’s Budget. There will inevitably be 
some ‘supplementary budgets ” for pre- 
sentation to the Diet next December. 
But the aim of present efforts is to obviate 
any such necessity as far as possible. 
We look for a very quiet, uneventful 
time in the realm of finance during the 
remaining ten months of the year. 














FOREIGN FOURNALS IN FAPAN. 
: + = 


The Hiogo News writes :— 


‘The Mai? seems to pretend that the absence of 
















s in the Treaties against foreign 
gh the stipulati the Jap: 

aw. is explicit eno ight to 

very one of the Governme evolent 


aud of the absolute reliance to be 
placed thereon, 

Of course we have never ‘‘ pretended” 
anything of the kind, or anything even 
remotely resembling it. But in truth we 
are weary of the whole subject and our 
readers must be still wearier. It has 
served merely to afford another illustration 
of the besetting incapacity of some of our 
local contemporaries to attribute sincere 
motives to any person disagreeing with 
them. ‘The Fapan Mail and the Fapan 
Times,” says the Hiogo News, ‘have en- 
gaged in eager rivalry for the better blind- 
ing of foreign residents upon the points 
of the controversy; that they had any 
hope of blinding the foreign editors them- 
selves we can scarcely believe.” Inevi- 
table as is the inference suggested by 
such perennial attribution of dishonest 
motives, the Hiogo News and other local 
journals habitually expose themselves to 
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FAPAN AND THE INDEMNITY. 
ee 

There is a considerable leaven of 
romance in the mass of Japanese jour- 
nalistic opinions on the subject of the In- 
demnity. The old spirit which impelled 
the Samurai to be magnanimous almost 
to the extent of complete indifference in 
money matters, still animates the nation, 
and there.can be no doubt that it would 
afford the Japanese keen satisfaction to 
remit the remainder of China’s debt and 
give her a final quittance. Happily such 
ideas are modified by practical con- 
siderations. Were a policy of leniency 
in this matter likely to secure China’s 
friendship, there might be a tolerably solid 
basis for discussion. But if anything be 
certain it is that a concession of the kind 
would produce no appreciable moral eftect 
upon the Chinese. Seeing that such 
shocks as a signal defeat in war at the 
hands of a hitherto despised little neigh- 
bour, the loss of an important and valuable 
island, and the necessity of paying a large 
indemnity failed to make China’s national 
pulse beat perceptibly faster, is there any 
reasonable prospect that to be relieved 
from a portion of her indebtedness would 
materially alter her mood towards Japan ? 
All information goes to show that the bulk 
of the nation and even the Peking states- 
men themselves remain practically insen- 
sible of the catastrophes that overtook the 
empire in 1894-5. It is true that in Amoy 
the average Chinaman has lost morale 
since the war: he is said to be less enter- 
prising and less self-respecting than he 
was previously. But Amoy has constantly 
the object-lesson of Formosa. The pro- 
vincial Chinese may be entirely ignorant 
of their country’s mishaps, or may be 
splendidly confident that, whatever idle 
rumour affirms, mishaps can never have 
overtaken the great Middle Kingdom. 
To the people of Amoy, however, 
the hard, unmistakable fact presents 
itself, that China has been despoiled 
of Formosa, and that each attempt to 
drive the Japanese out of the island ends 
in seating them there more firmly. Amoy 
is a case apart, and it may fairly be said 
of the Chinese people at large that the 
results of the war left them quite unper- 
turbed, and that the remission of a national 
debt of 83 million taels would produce 
about as much permanent effect upon their 
mood as two \or three days’ dought at a 
season when rain was desired. In so far, 
then, as international effects are con- 
cerned, Japan need not take the remis: 
of the Indemnity into serious considera- 
tion. Outside Peking there would be no 
knowledge that an act of magnanimity 
had been performed, and in Peking it 
would be taken for granted that had Japan 
felt herself in a position to assert her 
rights she would not have waived them. 














THE VERNACULAR PRESS AND 
THE CABINET. 

Vernacular newspapers have hitherto 
maintained a studiously reserved attitude 
towards the new Cabinet. There h 
indeed, been no material for criticisw 
At first some journals showed a disposi- 
tion to cry out because the Ministry made 
ho announcement of policy. But the un- 
reasonableness of such a complaint was 
soon recognised. Declarations of policy 
are not made by Cabinets when assum- 
ing office in constitutional countries. A 
legislative measures are the 
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| commodation of foreigners. 


index of its policy: no one thinks of ask- 
ing for anything more. A question is now 
coming upon the ¢apis, however, which 
promises to set pens in motion. Itis the 
attitude of the Government towards poli- 
cal parties after the general elections. 
Will the Cabinet ally itself with the Libe- 
tals or with the Progressists? There 
ought not to be much doubt upon the sub- 
ject, one imagines, but not until now do 
the Progressist organs seem to have made 
up their minds that the union will be with 
the Liberals. On that hy pothesis predictions 
calculated to shake public confidgnce in 
the Ministry are beginning to be founded. 
It is suggested, for example, that Count 
Inouye does not intend to retain the port- 
folio of Finance longer than until May, 
when he will resign, in order to make a 
place for Mr. Hoshi Toru, the latter’s inclu- 
sion in the Cabinet being necessary to 
secure the support of the Liberals e d/oc. 
According to this theory, Mr. Komura, the 
present Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
would succeed Mr. Hoshi in Washington, 
being himself succeeded at the Foreign 
Office by some “' diplomatic official of the 
American Party,” whatever that may 
mean. Little credit can be attached to 
such forecasts, we think. Their purpose 
is Lo suggest ministerial instability. 











PRISONS IN FAPAN. 
a 

There has been much talk for the past 
twelve-months about the necessity of 
effecting special improvements in Jap- 
anese prisons with a view to the incar- 
ceration of foreigners who may be arrested 
by the police after the Revised Treaties 
go into operation, and it is understood 
that measures have been taken in the 
desired sense. Japanese public opinion 
seems to have been almost unanimous in 
approving of discrimination, A few 
voices were raised, indeed, on behalf of 
equality of treatment. But, as was pointed 
out in these columns at the time such 
“equality of treatment” meant, in fact, 
flagrant inequality, for conditions as 
to food, clothes and accommodation per- 
fectly tolerable to a Japanese, might be 
almost unendurable by a European or an 
American, and it would thus result that 
the punishment of being imprisoned in a 
Japanese jail, more Faponico, would be 
many times more severe fora forcigner 
than for a native. That view of the ques- 
tion was entertained by Japanese official- 
dom, and has been, or is being, translated 
into action. The difficulty in dealing 
radically with the matter is that the 
expenses of the provincial jails are de- 
frayed from local taxes, and the nature 
of the accommodation provided for pri- 
soners depends, consequently, upon the 
appropriations made by the local assem- 
blies. The central prisons (shuji-kan) are 
under the control of the Government. 
There are five of these establishments, 
namely, in Sapporo, Sendai, Tokyo, Kobe 
and Miye. ‘They are spacious buildings, 
offering every facility for steps such as 
may seem necessary for the proper ac- 
But the pro- 
vincial jails stand, for the most part, on a 
different plane. The Kobe Chronicle, in 
a recent issue, published an interview 
with a Japanese whose experiences, while 
confined pending trial, vere of a vature 
very justly denounced by our contem- 
porary. We suspect that such abuses are 
hot uncommon at provincial jails, Men 
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selves for the purpose of providing com- 
forts for criminals or suspected criminals. 
That kind of obligation is one of the last 
to receive ready recognition It cannot 
be questioned that the control, manage- 
ment and equipment of prisons through- 
out the empire ought to be undertaken by 
the Central Government. Such used to 
be the case, indéed, until comparatively 
recent times, when financial stress sug- 
gested the expediency of transferring to 
each locality the charges incurred in con- 
nexion with its law-breakers. But the 
desirability of reverting to the old method 
has long been recognised, and a law in 
that sense will, it is understood, be sub- 
mitted to the Diet at the close of the year. 
We have heard that some discussion took 
place in official circles as to whether ac- 
commodation for foreigners in the central 
prisons alone would suffice, or whether 
provincial jails also should be equipped 
for that purpose, and that the decision 
was in the latter sense. It will be seen 
from what we have written that the pro- 
blem has long been under consideration. 
Elaborate reports upon the condition of 
Japanese prisons and the manner of treat- 
ing prisoners were compiled by officials of 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation and for- 
warded to the Foreign Office in London 
before the negotiations for Treaty Revis- 
sion had entered their final stage. In 
fact, like all matters that have any im- 
portant bearing upon the interest or wel- 
fare of British subjects, the question of 
foreign prisoners in Japanese jails after 
the abolition of Consular Jurisdiction, 
attracted the attention, and received care- 
ful investigation at the hands of English 
officials long before either journalists or 
the public at large paid any heed to it. 











GREAT BRI1AIN AND CHINA. 
eae Mare SE: 

‘The telegraph brings circumstantial in- 
telligence from Peking that a convention 
was concluded between Great Britain and 
China on the zoth instant, and that the 
principal conditions are the opening of 
Yo-chow to foreign trade within two years, 
the granting of facilities, within four 
months’ time, for the navigation of inland 
waters—lakes and rivers—by steamers, 
and the giving of a guarantee that no part 
of the Yangtsze Valley should be ceded to 
a foreign Power. In the advantages ac- 
cruing from the first two conditions, all 
the world will be entitled to share equally 
with England, and the third is in accord 
with Great Britain’s undeviating policy to 
secure the neutrality of the districts 
watered by the Yangtsze, and to prevent 
their acquisition by any State which would 
be likely to bring them within the purview 
of a protective policy. Yo-chowis a town 
of some importance in Honan province. 
It stands on the right bank of the Yangtsze, 
where the great river bends southward to 
the head of the Tungting lake. It possesses 
historical interest as the place where the 
Taeping rebels first reached the Yangtsze 
in 1852, after their failure to capture 
Changsha, the capital of the province. 
We are not aware that Yo-chow offers any 
special commercial advantages. The im: 
portance attached to its opening is doubt- 
less due to its being situated in Honan, a 
province supposed to be the cradle of 
Chinese conservatism, and well known to 
students of contemporary annals for the 
sake of its chief city, Changsha, where the 
notorious Chow Han used to preside over 
the manulacture of 
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anti-foreign literature. Evidently the 
Chinese Government regards the opening 
of Yo-chow asa feat attended by consider- 
able difficulty, and it would seem that 
Her Majesty’s Ministry share that view 
since a term so lengthy as two years has 
been demanded and conceded for purposes 
of preparation. The steam navigation of 
inland waters means of course, waters 
communicating with places open to trade. 
It is an important concession and has long 
been desired by enterprising men in the 
Far East. 

Our readers may suppose that the con- 
clusion of this convention is to be taken 
as an evidence of an arrangement for 
placing a Chinese loan upon the London 
market. But there do not appear to be 
any grounds for such an inference. At 
all event no official intelligence, so far as 
we can learn, has been received of any 
further negotiations relating to a loan. 
On the contrary, China seems to have 
definitively fallen back on her domestic 
resources to obtain the balance of the 
Indemnity due to Japan. 









THE LATE PRINCE AKIRA. 
Sr ile 

His Imperial Highness Prince Akira, 
better known as Prince Yamashina, who 
died in Kyoto at 4.40 a.m. on the 17th 
instant, was the eighth son of H.I.H. Prince 
Fushimi, and was born on May and, 1816, 
being thus in his eighty-second year at the 
time of his decease. He was adopted by 
the Emperor Komei, and in 1864 he 
changed his name to Yamashina. When 
the Administration was organized in 1867, 
he became a Councillor of State, to which 
office was afterwards added that of con- 
trolling the conduct of foreign affairs. He 
did not take an active part in the Admini- 
stration, however, but retired to Kyoto, 
where he spent the last twenty years. 
His malady appears to have been of a 
complicated character, but liver trouble 
was the proximate cause of death. His 
Imperial Highness’ heir is Prince Kiku- 
mato (Nashimoto no Miya) who is now 
serving as a Second Lieutenant in the in- 
fantry of the Fifth Division. Court mourn- 
ing for five days from the 17th instant, 
and public mourning for three days, have 
been proclaimed: 





LHE “MAINE.” 
+ 


The first intelligence telegraphed to 
Japan about the US.S. Maine has been 
supplemented by news to the effect that 
the explosion was accidental and that the 
ship is a total loss. It appears probable, 
therefore, that the men were engaged 
shifting ammunition, and that the bursting 
of a shell had the effect of blowing up the 
magazine. The Maine has hitherto been 
spoken of as a cruiser, but she was a 
battleship, as her name indicates, all 
vessels called after States being battle- 
ships in the American Navy. Her com- 
plement seems to have been 374 of all 








ranks, and, as the telegram speaks 
of 255 being lost, it may be pre- 
sumed that the remainder were either 


on shore or that they escaped though 
on board. The catastrophe is one of 
the most appalling on record. The 
only redeeming feature is that criminal 
machinations are not responsible, as was 
at first anticipated. The presence of the 
Marne at Havana is accounted for by the 
fact that the U. S. Consul, Mr. Lee, had 
made application for an increase of force 


ENGLAND IN SOUTHERN CHINA. 
Seog Se 

We often hear it said by Englishmen in 
the Far East that Great Britain does not 
know her own mind and that no continuity 
can be detected in her policy towards 
China. But it seems to us that for the 
past fifty years she has pursued the same 
course undeviatingly, and that recent 
events indicate very clearly the goal 
towards which she directs her steps. 
Before the absorption of Burmah into her 
empire, her “sphere of influence” may be 
said to have been the provinces on the 
south-eastern coast of China from the 
mouth of the Yangtsze to Canton, but 
after the acquisition of Burmah and the 
resulting project of railway extension 
from the Burmese capital to the chief town 
of Yunnan, the British sphere—the term 
is most objectionable but we use it, faute 
de mteux, in its most restricted sense— 











received a natural extension so as to in- 
clude the whole section of China lying 
south of the Yangtsze. It is true that the 
continuation of the Burmah railway into 
Chinese territory has been long delayed, 
but marked emphasis was given to Great 
Britain’s view of the situation when, 
during the China-Japan war, she sent a 
squadron to guard the Yangtsze and to 
guarantee the neutrality of that great 
water-way, as well as of the rich pro- 
vinces traversed by it. Further, al- 
though railway extension from Burmah 
has been deferred, the British Govern- 
ment has utilized the delay to secure the 
navigability of the Yangtsze and the 
opening of the West River. These state- 
ments may not convey much significance 
to a reader unacquainted n the geo- 
graphy of China, but the situation will be 
readily understood when we say that, 
valuable as would be the tradal result of 
railway access to Yunnan, the ultimate 
purpose of connecting that province with 
British India vs Burmah is to establish 
overland communication with Shanghai 
and Canton, for which purpose the two 
great rivers, the Yangtsze and the West, 
are essential. The Yangtsze actually 
flows through Yunnan, but its upper 
reaches are not fitted for steam naviga- 
tion. Ichang is the farthest point easily 
accessible by large vessels, for though the 
river above Ichang as far as Yungching, is 
not actually useless for steamer service, 
its rapids constitute serious obstacles. 
If the Bhamo-Yunnan-fu line were pushed 
on to Ichang, Great Britain would have an 
overland route by rail and river from India 
to the China Sea. The West River also 
flows from Yunnan to Canton, but the same 
remark applies to it as to the Yangtsze; it 
is not easily navigable above Pih-se-fu in 
Kwangsi, to which point the Burmah- 
Yunnan railway would have to be carried. 
It thus becomes apparent that the extension 
of the Burmah railway into Yunnan 
practically means the overland connexion 
of Shanghai and Canton with India, so that 
while Russia is building a route through 
Siberia and the North of Asia to the Far 
East, England is on the eve of constructing 
aroute in the same direction through South- 
ern Asia. We say “‘is on the eve of con- 
structing,” because a telegram sent from 
Peking on the 14th instant conveyed 
information that Great Britain had actu- 
ally secured China’s consent to the push- 
ing of the Burmah line through Yunnan, 
which means, of course, not that China is 
to construct the line, but that England is 












to build it, just as Russia is to build the 
Siberian. Railway, through Manchuria, 
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There is an immense difference between 
the prospects of two lines one of which 
has its terminus at Vladivostock, within 
the ice-circle, and passes through regions 
h the resources are still undevelop- 
ed, while the other has its termini at 
Nangking, Shanghai and Canton, and 
passes through the wealthiest and most 
thickly populated provinces of China. 
The telegraph further tells us that Great 
Britain is negotiating for the opening of 
Yuan-chou in Hunan province and for the 
navigating of inland waters, all which 
procedure fits exactly into the programme 
pursued ever since the acquisition of 
Hongkong. Much has to be done, of 
course, before these immense projects 
are realized, but they have certainly ceas- 
ed to be mere schemes on paper. We 
know what may be expected of British 
enterprise if once the path be cleared for 
it, and her Majesty’s Government has 
very nearly succeeded in clearing the 
path right through, 











NEW INSURANCE COMPANY. 
eS See 
Briefly stated, the raison d’étre of the 
new local insurance company, whose 
organization, mooled some time ago, is 
now almost an accomplished fact, was 
that the community saw itself confronted 





by a combination on the part of the com- 
panies—a_ combination which, in the 
absence of competition, could exact its 
own terms ina branch of affairs scarcely 
less important to private persons than to 
men of business. Everybody wants to 
insure his house, and nobody likes to think 
that in adopting a precaution so essential 
he is at the mercy of agents associated for 
the purpose of imposing their own charges 
on him. Had the old-established com- 
panies continued to compete with one 
another, their rivalry, to say nothing of 
their long experience, would have secured 
to the public a sufficient guarantee against 
excessive rates. But in the early autumn 
of 1896, they joined to put up the rates 
all round, and, finding (he operation pro- 
fitable, they made their terms still more 
onerous in the fall of 1897. That second 
addition suggested an opportunity for 
successful competition; hence the or- 
ganization of the new Company whose 
prospectus is advertised in these columns. 
In_ estimating the future of the enter- 
prise, the first question to be asked and 
answered is—were the old companies com- 
pelled by genuine business conditions to 
put up their rates, or were they merely 
taking advantage of their union to exploit 
insurers? If the former, then there is 
obviously no room fora new competing 
company ; if the latter, then the new com- 
pany will not only lay the public under an 
obligation, but also step into a lucrative 
business. The old companies appear to 
have furnished an answer to the question. 
It is said that, confronted by the immediate 
danger of competition, they have already 
reduced their rates to figures below those 
at which they stood prior to the first of 
the two appreciations mentioned above. 
If that be the case, it is difficult to avoid 
the conclusion that, in raising their 
charges, they were not adopting the 
lowest scale of rates compatible with a 
safe and lucrative business, but were 
deliberately turning the absence of com- 
petition to their own profit. Satisfactory, 
however, as that inference must be to the 
projectors of the new Compan, have 
to note that theygtiovwcfind 
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confronted by the conditions which existed 
prior to the autumn of 1896; in other 
words, the special encouragement which 
their enterprise derived from the altered 
rates of the old companies has dis- 
appeared with the restoration of the rates 
to their original figures. Hence it now 
becomes a question how much business 
the new local company can hope to divert 
from the old-established agencies. Pre- 
sumably there will bé no advantage in the 
terms offered by the former, except that 
the projected system includes a cdopera- 
tive element, bonuses out of surplus pro- 
fits being promised to insurers. Under 
those circumstances we can form no con- 
jecture as to the amount of custom that 
the local company is likely to attract, but 
of course it will have to face very formid- 
able opposition, no less than thirty-five 
leading firms in Yokohama being directly 
interested in supporting the old com- 
panies. Its great advantage, we think, 
will be the permanence of its rates. 
People now see that, in the absence of 
competition, the old companies can not 
be relied on to keep their charges down to 
the minimum figure consistent with sound 


business, whereas that is precisely what |% 


the new Company promises todo. We 
may add that the prospectus issued by the 
projectors shows the difficulty experienced 
in collecting statistics. It has been neces- 
sary to confine the statementto the figures 
for one ortwoyears. The available stat 
tics, however, are sufficiently striking ; es- 
pecially in Kobe’s case, where the premia 
collected during 1896 and 1897 aggregated 
250,000 yen and 280,000 yen, respectively, 
whereas the losses paid were only 113,000 
yen and asum lying, probably, between 
30,000 yen and 50,000 yen. It is an in- 
teresting fact that among the Provisional 
Directors of the Company are two gentle- 
men representing firms which hold the 
agencies of several important European 
insurance offices, 














NOGUCHI THE POET. 








+ 

We have from time to time quoted some 
of the weird, wild, disorderly, fantastic 
verses of Mr. Y. Noguchi, a Japanese 
youth who resides in America and writes 
poetry. His productions may be com- 
pared to a head of hair so tossed, towsled, 
and dishevelled that though it occasion- 
ally emits flashes of colour and fineness, 
one remains in perpetual doubt about its 
texture and quality. The Criterion has 
this to say about Mr. Noguchi :— 


If that remarkable Japanese-American boy, 
Yone Noguchi, does not emerge from the con 
petent obscurity of the chorus, it not be bi 
cause he is like his neighbouis. ‘The place where 
his strange Muse gesticulates and invokes the vast 
by any chance to be avetlooked. 
he unbridled eccentricities in which Mr. No- 
guchi clothes bis inspirat ake ithard to see, 
at first, whether he is a poet or 4 harlequ ‘The 
point has been still further obscured by the uncrit 
cal rhapsodizings of astonished admirers, 
passionate scrutiny, however, one is forced ta the 
conclusion that it is the teal material of poets 
that Mr, Noguchi handles. He has imagination 
he las a vapt passion of utterance ; he apprehends 
the sublime. cere, and there— 
though only, as it seems to me, in brief passages 
his art shapes these materials into the finished 
product of poetsys 

Having due regard to Mr. Noguchi's youth, I 
cannot but feel that his promise is remarkable. 
He is in danger of being misled by friends into 
mistaking the defects of his gift for its distinguish. 
ing excellences, but this danger he will perhaps 
see at last andavoid. If he proves himself worthy 
of such a descent, it will probably appear that 

es of his genius lies in some blending of 
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JAPAN AS AN ALLY. 


ee 

Itis pleasant to find an English journal 
speaking out perfectly frankly and justly 
on an Oriental subject. The Saturday 
Review of January 8th writes :-— 


Mr. Frederick Greenwood, who seldom writes unless he 
has something, tv say. contributes to the Pall  afall 
Gazette an article of much good sense, in which he insist 
especially on the strong evidence of a previous under. 
standing between Germany and Russia as to their respece 
tive aggressions in China. At the same time he suggests 
that the Kaiser's silly outbreak about the “ mailed fst ” 
has upset some of Russia’s calculations, 
however, spoils the effect uf 


















ted by the sight of the muti- 
of some ‘of their wounded comrades the 
Japanese soldiers broke loose after the capture of Port 


lated bodi 


‘Arthur, and that for some three days the town was given 
over to pillage and massacre. Therefore, declares Mr. 
Greenwood, ‘the gentle Japanese” is a bloodthirsty 
savage with only a veneer of civilisation, and no Chri 
Power could possibly enter into allience with the Mikado- 
Surely this is a bit of British hypocrisy quite unworthy 
of an exnerienced publicist like Mr. Greenwood, who knows 
that such outbreaks are by no means uncommon, and that 
parallel cases could be cited history of every army. 
ead for instance, in Napi history of the Peniosular 
wars the account of the capture of San sebasti 
storm seemed to be the signal of hell for the perpetration 
of villainy wii.h would have shamed the most ferocious 
barbarians of antiquity. At Ciudad Rodrigo intoxication 
and plunder had been the principal object; at Badajoz 
lust and murder were joined to rapine and drunkenness $ 
but at San rebastian the direst, the most revolting, 
cruelty was added to the catalogue of crimes. One atro- 

























city of which a girl of seventeen was the victim staggers 
mind by its enormous, incredible, indescribable bar- 
ty” And so on at some length we read of the 







dine to human nature * committed un 
a friendly nation by English soldiers during 

at would Mr. Greenwood say, we 
from 
ion of 
s with whom no faith should be kept and no 
could be concluded ? 


We remember that jibes and execrations 
were heaped upon our heads at the time of 
the Port Arthur affair because we ventured 

to point out that, unpardonable as such do- 

ings must always seem from the point of 

view of strict morality, to draw any in- 

ference from them as to the savagery of the 

Japanese nation andso forth was supremely 

ridiculous, seeing that worse excesses were 
habitually perpetrated by our own troops 

in the wars at the beginning of the pre- 

sent century, and that the Duke of Wel- 

lington himself declared his conviction 

that to permit the sack of towns taken by 

assault was necessary for the purpose of 
encouraging the assailants and affording 
an incentive lo the troops in general. Men. 
have nowlearned to laugh atthe Iron Duke’s 
dictum : civilization has exploded it, But 
it was uttered and acted upon not so long 
ago, The Japanese at Port Arthur had 

been driven to a state of phrensy by the 

shocking brutalities that their comrades 

had suffered at the hands of the Chinese, 

and under the influence of that fury they 

proceeded to kill right and left, not raising 
their hands in any way against women, 
however. It is now known that the grim 

Commander of the First Division, the late 
Lieut-General Yamaji, passed the word 

“(no quarter” before the storming of the 
Liao-tung stronghold, and that for doing 
so he was debarred from any share in the 
Shantung campaign. Nobody would 
think of attempting to justify proceedings 
of this nature, but a critic must be richly 

endowed with hypocrisy and ignorance if 
he regards them as factors differentiating 
the Japanese from Western nations. 
Human nature is much the same every- 
where. One of its most remarkable deve- 
lopments in the fin-de-sidcle Occident is 
a magnificent self-assurance which betr 
men Into complete forgetfulness of their 
own record when scrutinizing the doings 
of Orientals. 
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ENGLAND FROM A FAPANESE 
POINT OF VIEW. 
Se 


[Had England been wise, she would not have 
imposed on China, conditions which the latter 
could never be expected to be in a position to 
openly subscribe herself to, under the menacing 
frowe of the Northern Power. Without demand- 
ing the formulation of those conditions, England 
would be able, if she were only so minded, to make 
good her claims in China, That, instead of 
following such a simple course, she has tried, and 
—for all we know, may be te to place on 
paper conditions of the kind just indicated, may 
probably be taken as a sign that she is far from 
having made up ber mind to pursite a ‘esolule 
course of policy. We should think that a bolder 
and more thoroughgoing attitude is required of 
her, if she really means to tegain her former 
ascendancy in Eastern Asia.) 


We quote the above from the Fapan 
Times. It has reference to England’s offer 
of a loan to China. Our contemporary’s 
view of the question seems to be based on 
the idea that England’s prime purpose is 
to become China’s creditor. We regard 
that as a misconception. The fundamental 
motive, of British policy in China is to 
contrive that the markets of the Middle 
Kingdom shall be kept open to all the 
world. Provided that end be attained, 
her Majesty’s Government does not care 
where China borrows money. Were she 
to appeal to American capitalists, not the 
faintest objection would be raised on 
England’s side, because it would be felt 
that a debt to the United States does not 
involve any riskof transfers of Chinese 
territory toa commercially exclusive State. 
Experience has shown the consequences 
of incurring a pecuniary obligation to 
Russia. A further loan from that Power 
could not fail to create a situation inimi- 
cal to British interests. The object of 
Her Majesty’s Government was to avert 
any such contingency, and that object is 
attained, since China has been induced to 
fall back on her own resources. An addi- 
tional object is attained, also. China has 
been spurred into making something like 
a national effort—an effort which may 
possibly have the effect of welding into a 
tangible entity any fragments of patriotism 
" scattered among her people. We can not 
speak very hopefully on that topic, indeed, 
but that England is quite satisfied with 
the present result, so far as concerns the 
loan, we have no manner of doubt. As to 
the conditions understood to have been 
formulated by her Representative in Pe 
king, their first motive is to furnish a prac- 
tical demonstration of the policy she is 











determined to pursue. She has im- 
posed her policy upon the Powers 
whose recent activities threatened to 


impair her interests. Concerning that 
point there can be no second opinion, 
Kiao-chou is to be nothing more or less 
than a new foreign settlement, and Rus- 
sia has pledged herself to open to trade 
any port she may acquire from China. 
Our Tokyo contemporary speaks of Eng- 
land “regaining her former ascendancy in 
Eastern Asia.” She had never lost it. 
Whether she habitually asserted it or not, 
is another question, but that she has re- 
asserted it nowis undeniable. There is 
no necessity for her to lend money to the 
Chinese Governmentin order to “make 
good her claims in China.” She is making 
them good without lending money. It 
may seem, indeed, to superficial observers 
that her Majesty’s Government is unduly 
pressing China in the latter’s season of 
“storm and stress.” But 


Every port, every district, that the Middle 
Kingdom opens to the world’s trade isa 
port or a district secured against the terri- 
torial ambitions of foreign Powers. There 
is no other chance of safety for the big, 
invertebrate empire. England is not 
selfishly seeking concessions which shall 
inure to her own exclusive advantage. 
She is seeking to avert China’s danger by 
forcing her out of the conservatism which 
is its chief source. Of course Great Bri- 
tain is working in her own interests pri- 
marily, but they are also China’s interests 
as well as the common interests of all 
countries. — 








MRS. BISHOP ON KOREA. 
A eed 
Reviewing Mrs. Bishop’s (Miss Bird) 
latest work, ‘‘ Korea and her Neighbours,” 
The Times says 


The record of Mrs, Bishop's second visi to the 
Korean capital will, tor ms readers, be the most 
interesting part of lee volumes, for it was then that 
she saw much of that exteaordinary and ill-fated 
woman, the late Queen, and of her forlorn and 
weak busband, ‘The Queen is described as past 
forty, and a very nice-looking, slender woman, 
with glossy, taven-black hair, and a very pale 
skin, The eyes were cold and keen, and the 
general expression one of brilliant intelligence. 
When she began to speak, especially when she 
became interested in conversation, her facelighted 
up into something very like beauty. She idolized 
he: only son, the Crown Prince, and was ceasee 
lessly anxious about his health, and in fear that 
the son of a concubine might be declared heir to 
the throne, Some months after, when in her 
death agony she was surrounded by Japanese as- 
sassins, her thought was for this youth, and during 
Mis. Bishop's first audience the mother sat with 
the son’s hand clasped in hers and prompted the 
King in conversation, At each succeeding inter 
view the Queen’s singular intelligence and force 
became more and more apparent, so that her ex 
teaordivary political influence ceased to be a 
matter for surprise, All her married life had 
been one of battle against the Tai W8a-kun, the 
King’s father, who has ‘bowels of iron and a 
heart of stone,” who had slain some of the Queens 
nearest relatives by means of an infernal machine 
sent in a beautiful box and looking like a present 
‘The conversations ranged over a great variety of 
subjects on which the Royal pair desited informas 
tion, The King seems to be burt that Great 
Britain does not accredit au independent Minister 
to him, in place of a Consular official under the 
orders of the British Minister in Peking, whilethe 
Qurewv spoke much of our own Queen, and said -— 
She has everything that she can wishegreatness, 
wealth, and power. Her sons and giandsons are 
Kings aud) Emperos, and her daughters E 
Dues she ever in her glory think of 
ea? She does so much goadin the world, 
het life is good. We wish her long life and pros 
per Nine months tater, when Mis, Bishep 
returned to Korea, the Queen had been barbarous: 
ly murdered and the King was prisoner in his own 
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palace, Connt Inouye, the greatest man Japan 
has sent to Korea, described the Queen in a pub- 
lished despatch as having ‘ few equals among her 


countrymen for shrewdness and sagacity. In the 
artof conciliating her enemies and winning the 
confidence of her servants she has no equal.” 

Mrs. Bishop tells the story of the horrible mi 
der of the Queen by the procurement (as the Jap: 
nese Courts of law found) of the Japanese Mini- 
ster, Count Mina, and his secietary, and of the 
events leading up to the flight tu the Russian Lega- 
tion. She has, naturally, much to say of the palicy 
f Rassia in the peninsula, and is satisfied that 
the Russian agents took no advantage of the pre= 
sence of the King amougst them ; on the contrary, 
they abstained by express pur pose from interfering 
with his course in any way, even where they might 
reasonably have influenced Ii Nor does she 
regard Russia as anxious to increase hastily her 
influence in the peninsula, or to irritate the Japan- 
who ra time afier the 
teen and the overthrow of the 
Ministry appointed by them, 


























In this very interesting resumé there are 
two points calling for comment. One is 
Mrs. Bishop’s account of the Tat Won- 

She calls him a man with ‘ bowels 








hina’s only 
hope of preserving her infegrity is 
adopt the course! He@hedied Baya f 









un. 
fies and a heart of stone,” and we 
say that the description is acbultdt 


enough. But it must be confessed that 
the Zai Wén-kun has no monoply of these 
qualities in Korea. On the contrary, he 
has many rivals in their possession. For 
example, Mrs. Bishop speaks of him as 
having slain some of the Queen’s nearest 
relatives by means of an infernal machine 
sent in a bon-bon box. But she forgets 
to mention that the act was only one of 
those interchanges of domestic courtesies 
for which Korean officials are famous, or 
infamous. An attempt had been made by 
her Majesty’s relatives to poison the 7as 
Won-kun, the deadly drug having been 
sent to him as some attractive sweet- 
meats. The old Prince returned the com- 
pliment by forwarding an infernal ma- 
chine in an environment of bon-bons. 
Such, at least, is the generally received 
story. The second point that does not 
appeal to our sense of historic accuracy, 
is the assertion that the Russian agents 
took no advantage of the presence of the 
King in their Legation, and that they 
‘abstained by express purpose from in- 
terfering with his course in any way, even 
when they might reasonably have in- 
fluenced him.” It is doubtful whether 
this part of Mrs, Bishop’s narrative will 
command much credence in the Far East. 
Russian agents have never shown them. 
selves dilatory in grasping a national 
advantage. Why should they indeed? 
Their duty is to promote the interests of 
their country in every legitimate manner, 
and if they neglected such a unique op- 
portunity as the presence of the refugee 
King in the Russian Legation, their 
magnanimity would deserve to be called 
by a different name. It was during the 
King’s presence in the Russian Legation 
that Korea applied to St. Petersburg for 
military instructors and for a financial 
adviser, and it was from the time of his 
Majesty’s residence in the Legation that 
Russia’s influence became paramount in 
the peninsular kingdom. Even apart 
from these facts, does it not seem like 
straining at a gnat and swallowing a 
camel to discuss the details of what the 
Russian agents did after they got the 
King into the Legation and to ignore 
their great comp in getting him there? 
The plain fact is that they acted through- 
out as any clever, strong politicians would 
have acted, and itis useless to credit them 
with a display of scrupulousness which 
was not called for and would scarcely 
have been patriotic. 

Mrs. Bishop’s allusion to Count Inouye 
as ‘the greatest man Japan has sent to 
Korea” recalls the curious paralysis that 
affected the Government in Tokyo at the 
time of Count Inouye’s last visit to Sdul, 
It is now a matter of history that after 
the villainous coup @'état which cost the 
Queen her life, Count Inouye, partly by 
tactful and clever management, and partly, 
perhaps chiefly, by the confidence that his 
own personality inspired, succeeded in 
obtaining from all the Treaty Powers, 
Russia included, a mandate to place Japan- 
ese guards in the palace, and to employ 
Japanese troops and police for the protec- 
tion of the King. Thus the very situation 
for which Japan might have been supposed 
to be longing was created: she was 
offered the place of predominance in Séul 
with the declared consent of Western 
States. But the Cabinet in Tokyo fell 
into a doubting mood. There was a dis- 
position to question the reality of the 
arrangement made by Count Inouye; the 
opportufity fapsed, and Russia stepped in 
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to tread as the delegate of the Powers. 
It may have been to Japan's ultimate ad- 
vantage that she failed to grasp the oc- 
casion. We are inclined to think that it 
was. The attitude of the world towards 
her is still so censorious that she cannot 
safely undertake to discharge administra- 
tive functions in an international arena. 
Acts and methods which might pass mus- 
ter were Russia or some other great Po- 
wer responsible for them, would be roundly 
condemned did they stand to Japan’s ac- 
count. It is as well for the Japanese, on the 
whole, that they were spared the duty of 
appearing on the Korean stage as the 
representatives of Western civilization, 
but we do not believe that they derive 
much consolation from reflections of that 
kind. 








FRANCE AND HAINAN. 
Spee gree 

The telegram from Shanghai with re- 
ference to the pending occupation of 
Hainan by the French looks less apocry- 
phal than previous intelligence of a simi- 
lar character. Still, as the enterprise has 
not yet deen actually undertaken, its 
discussion would be premature. If “spheres 
of influence,” are to be recognised in 
China, Hainan certainly lies within 
France’s sphere, But there is neither 
occasion nor warrant for employing such 
euphemisms. The seizure of Hainan by 
an armed force of French marines, in time 
of peace and without even the poor pre- 
text of a murdered missionary, would be 
neither more nor less than an internation- 
al robbery, and so long as it remains an 
unaccomplished fact, we may be permit- 
ted to believe, for France's sake, that 
such an intention is not entertained, 
Besides, the capital of the island, Kiang- 
chow, which found a place among the 
ports enumerated in the Treaty of Tient- 
sin, was duly opened to trade in 1876, 
and if France annexed the island, she 
might find that fact embarrassing. 











SARATOGA SPIT. 
+ 


Having had occasion to notice the 
grounding of no fewer than three steamers 
within a fortnight on the Saratoga Spit, 
it occurs to us that the attention of ship- 
masters may be advantageously drawn to 
Questions 56, 48, 49, &c., in Captain T. H, 
Mahlmann’s “Inland Sea and Coast 
Pilot,” where very clear instructions are 
given about the necessity of keeping in 
the channel between Forts No, 2 and No. 
3. The “ China Sea Directory,” Vol. IV., 
1894, mentions the existence of Fort No. 
1 on the Spit, in its description of Futsu- 
saki at page 310, but, strange to say, at 
page 304, where general directions are 
given for the passage from Uragachannel 
to Yokohama, nothing is said about the 
Fort. Of course a really prudent ship- 
master would read everything relating to 
waters which he was about to navigate, 
but the general directions would alone be 
consulted under ordinary circumstances, 
and it is very possible that, owing to 
their silence as well as to the silence of 
other authorities on the same subject, the 
recent accidents have recurred. Vessels 
have tried to pass between Forts No. 1 
and No, 2, instead of between No, 2 and 
No. 3. If our conjecture be correct, it 
goes to confirm the necessjty,of careful 
reference to Captain, Nal R 
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THE SAPPORO P1G, 





Se 

The Yezo Porker is becoming quite a 
celebrity. The poor brute would have 
perished “unwept, unhonoured and un- 
sung” had not a Japanese newspaper 
devoted a casual paragraph to describing 
the ‘Sapporo Sport,” thus inadvertently 
supplying material for the “chorus of 
irresponsible reviewers ” who stand always 
on the watch to rail at the mote in Japan’s 
eye. Generally these reviewers enjoy al- 
most a monopoly of their métier. They 
have succeeded in establishing such a 
reign of moral.terror that no one dares to 
question the soundness of their judgments. 
It is the fashion to abuse the Japanese. If 
aman venture to stand up for them, to 
plead that they should be judged in ac- 
cordance with the ordinary laws of fair- 
ness, he is looked at askance, branded as 
“unpatriotic,” or suspected of some mer- 
cenary motive. Rather than brave that 
ordeal, quiet, peace-loving folks shrink 
from any public protest. ‘they watch the 
sorry performance wearily, perhaps with 
an occasional thrill of indignation, but 
they don’t interfere. ‘ Let those news- 
paper fellows peg away,” they say. “It 
is none of our business.” Possibly we 
should speak of these things in the past. 
Certainly the spirit of intolerance used to 
be more potent than itis now. This pig 
incident, for example, has induced some 
Englishmen to address to the Fapan 
Times letters so outspoken that their pub- 
lication a few years ago is scarcely con- 
ceivable. They are anonymous letters, it 
is true, and their anonymity is covered 
more effectually by the columns in which 
they appear than it would be in a local 
foreign newspaper. Still the opinionsthey 
embody and the language in which they 
are couched show courage rarely displayed 
in past times. Seldom indeed have mem- 
bers of the foreign communities in Japan 
extended practical recognition to the fine 
precept, 

“ They are slaves who would not be 
In the sight with two or three.” 

It is so much easier, so much less trouble- 
some, to be a slave in that sense. The 
first correspondent that addressed the 
Fapan Times was called “a mischievous 
meddler.” Thatis typical. To express 
an independent opinion is to be publicly 
reviled. Better be dumb: it will be all 
the same a hundred years hence. Socon- 
science is narcotized, and silence, easily 
construed as consent, reigns everywhere. 
The Sapporo Pig would have profited 
more by this mood half-a-dozen years ago 
han he does to-day. Yet the tortured 
animal is not without grounds of gratitude. 
Pity, partly genuine, has raised a monu- 
ment to ils memory and the mote-seeking 
chorus have carved thereon an indictment 
of Japanese savagery. But the truth 
of the inscription has been challenged, 
and the resulting controversy furnishes 
some quaint and instructive lessons. As 
usual, Japan’s accusers have completely 
shifted their ground, The courage they 
display in performing pirouettes of that 
kind is splendid. If a man, having de- 
clared that the circumstances of a particu- 
lar murder argued insanity on the part of 
the murderer, and having been answered 
that murders perpetrated elsewhere under 
similar circumstances are not regarded as 
evidences of insanity, were to construe 
that answer as a defence of murders gene- 


eee he would be acting precisely as the 








’s champions have behaved in this case, 
hey set out by alleging that the‘couduet 


of the Sapporo officers in hunting a pig 
on the ice and beating it to death was an 
“unmistakable evidence of inextinct bar- 
barism,” and when it was pointed out 
that fox-hunting, coursing, fly-fishing, 
cock-fighting, badger-bailing, rat-worrying 
and such things, though practised largely 
in England, are not counted proofs of Eng- 
lishmen’s inextinct barbarism, one of the 
critics retorted that two wrongs do not 
make a right, and another complained 
that he was accused of cruelty because, 
although there is fox-hunting in England, 
he denounced the beating of a pig to death 
in Japan, Now there never was the least 
question about the inhumanity of the 
Sapporo pig’s treatment. No one dream- 
ed of excusing the act from an ethical 
point of view. The sole question was, 
what inference as to Japanese national 
character should be drawn from the affair. 
Did it really indicate “inextinet bar- 
barism?” The correspondents of the 
Fapan Times, like ourselves, denied the 
Justice of such an inference unless it were 
equally drawn from the British sports of 
fox-hunting, cock-fighting and so forth, 
whereupon they and we were accused of 
defending the Sapporo “sport.” It is 
precisely as though one should say that 
not to attribute insanity to murderers is 
to condone murder. That is the kind of 
logic to which the ingenuous critics have 
accustomed us. They really seem to be- 
lieve in its validity themselves, which is 
the strangest part of it all. One of them, 
further, contends gravely that cock-fight- 
ing is not a cruel pastime because " the 
birds obtain pleasure from it in following 
out their natural instincts,” and that 
pugilism is equally excluded from the 
category of semi-savage performances 
because the pugilists are volunteers. That 
is most instructive. It gives a new ethical 
status to the exercise of rudimentary pas- 
sions, But it does not touch the real 
question at all, It has nothing whatever 
to do with the mood of the persons that 
set the cocks fighting or pay to see the 
pugilists boxing, and it is with that mood 
alone that we are concerned. Finally there 
is an assumption. There always is an as- 
sumption, It is the invariable habit of these 
critics to assume the worst possible mo- 
tives on the part of any one that they desire 
to abuse, and then to abuse him for being 
influenced by such motives. In civilized 
Europe, they say, no one takes a pleasure 
in the sufferings inflicted on a hunted fox 
or deer, a baited badger or a worried rat. 
Men’s affection for such pastimes is due 
to some other feature of the sport.” But 
in China and Japan what delights people 
is the sight of pain. “A Chinaman will 
practise terrible tortures on his enemies 
for the sake of the delight he derives from 
watching the quivering muscles and the 
shrinking flesh, .An identical feeling must 
have animated the Japanese who watched 
a pig being beaten to death. The suffer- 
ings of the animal appear to have been 
the sole motive of the edifying spectacle.” 
Could anything be simpler than. that 
method of argument? There is not the 
smallest title of evidence that “ quivering 
muscles and shrinking flesh” are delight- 
ful spectacles toa Chinaman, One might 
allege with equal justice that limbs shrivel- 
ling in the fire of martyrdom or bones 
shattered in the boot of the Inquisition 
were pleasing objects to our own fore- 
fathers. But nothing is too bad for the 
thijamané-oQye has only to assume that 












he_is an_ inveterate barbarian and then 
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anything to show that “the sufferings of 
the pig were the sole motive of the Sap- 
poro “sportsmen.” On the contrary, the 
main element of fun was that they chased 
the animal over the ice, slipping and fall- 
ing in their attempts to strike it. But 
civilization and refinement require that 
natural depravity should be attributed to 
the Japanese. So they are supposed to 
be guided by savage instincts and then it 
becomes quite easy to demonstrate that 
they are savages. That is the method of 
the critics. It is the acme of simplicity, 
and it seems to please them. Like the 
fighting cocks they derive pleasure from 
following their natural instinct, which is to 
slander an Oriental race, and therefore 
there can be no harm in slandering it. 











7HE WELCOME SOCIETY'S MAP. 
pune ibaa a 

»'The Welcome Society’s map, to which 
we have already alluded in these, columns, 
has evidently supplied a want, if we may 
judge from the demand that its publica- 
tion has produced. Some of the copies— 
for presentation purposes, we imagine— 
are enclosed in neat little cases after the 
true Japanese fashion, their portability 
and durability being greatly increased 
thereby. It has been suggested, we 
observe, by a Kobe journal that a better 
method of compilation in the case of this 
map would have been to prepare a series 
of sheets, devoting one to each district 
and employing a scale of such magnitude 
as to render the distances easily estimable. 
That plan certainly possesses advantages. 
But it has disadvantages also, and they 
are by no means insignificant. In the 
first place, the cost of compiling and 
printing a series of sheets would be com- 
paratively heavy. It would be impossible 
to offer them at the very low price for 
which the single sheet can be procured. 
In the second place, it may be reasonably 
doubted whether the trouble and confu- 
sion of using a number of maps do not 
more than counterbalance the convenience 
of their greater clearness and minuteness. 
Besides, we do not understand that the 
Society’s map is intended to serve all the 
purposes of a tourist or to enable him to 
dispense with other sources of informa- 
tion, It is rather designed to supplement 
the assistance procurable from the Society’s 
guides. 





RUSSIAN SHIPS IN PORT ARTHUR. 
——+ 
The telegram which we publish from 
Peking on the subject of the Russian ships 
in Port Arthur seems somewhat apocry- 
phal. [t understood that the Chinese 
Government granted permission for the 
sian Squadron to use Port Arthur as a 
winter station, and the 18th of February 
would surely be a rather early date to fix 
as the end of winter. The answer attri- 
buted to Russia sounds very strange, also. 
It amounts to saying that the presence of 
Russian men-of-war in Port Arthur guaran- 
tees the place against seizure by a foreign 
aggressor, and is consequently a matter for 
congratulation not only to the Middle King- 
dom but also to Japan, for we presume that 
the latter is indicated when reference is 
made to another Power whose safety is 
secured by the procedure. From every 
point of view the message is incredible. 
It does not show any trace of tl 











the accuracy 
which usually distinguishes, tbe ‘ms 
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MR. ¥. F. FRASE® ANDTHE TOKYO 

LITERARY & MUSICAL SOCIETY. 

4 

The usual bi-monthly meeting of the 
Tokyo Literary and Musical Society takes 
place next Monday evening at 8 o’clock. 
The Committee of the Society have 
taken advantage of the Round-the-World 
Cyclists’ presence in Tokyo to invite them 
to speak of their experiences by the way. 
But as Mr. Fraser has already pledged 
himself to deliver a lecture on that 
subject in Yokohama on Tuesday even- 
ing, he is, of course, precluded from ac- 
ceding to the Tokyo Society’s request. 
He has expressed his willingness, however, 
to speak about his three years’ experience 
as a Journalist in the House of Commons. 
It will not, we understand, be a serious 
talk, but only an impressionist, chatty 
account of how an evening passes at St. 
Stephens. The members of the Society will 
doubtless find much interest in such an 
address, and we may suggest that as 
the topic concerns the Japanese also, the 
occasion will be specially suitable for in- 
viting some of the latter to attend, 


Mr. Fraser, the journalist and cyclist, spoke 
for fotty minutes on Monday evening at the 
bi-monthly meeting of the Tokyo Literary and 
Musical Society, He chose for his subject the 
British Houses of Parliament, with which three 
years’ experience asa reporter has thoroughly 
familiarized him. It was an interesting and 
entertaining lectare—discourse would, perhaps 
be a more correct term—, delivered in an easy, 
unaffected manner and couched in simple, 
straightforward language. Mr. Fraser has a 
fund of dry humour, which he dispenses in a 
casual, incidental way and with a perfectly 
grave face. His audience does not always dis 
cover the joke until the time to laugh at it has 
passed, and the sense of belated amusement 
adds to the fun, He paid no compliments what 
ever to the parliamentary institutions of Great 
Britain. Indeed, the sum of the impressions 
conveyed by his swift, clever sketches was that 
the procedure of the Houses partukes largely of 
the farcical and that the whole business borders 
on burlesque, Yet there was much solid in- 
formation sandwiched between witty caricatures. 
As to the method of stenographic reporting, for 
example, Mr, Fraser undertook to dispel the 
popular delusion that the longer the debate the 
more ouerous must be the labour of the reporter, 
In point of fact, a long important debate costs 
the stenographer little effort. The great debat 
are undertaken by a band of eight stenogra- 
phers, each of whom reports for two minutes 
and then devotes ten to transcribing his short. 
hand notes into long hand, Thus if he works 
without the smallest hitch or intermission, he 
may get about three minutes rest out of every 
sixteen, which means that ina debate lasting 
two hous and forty minures, he has a tot 
breathing time of thirty minutes divided into ten 
spaces of three minutes each. As each section’ 
of the debate is trausterred to paper, it is tele 
graphed to the syndicate of journals for which 
the stenographers work, and so perfect is the 
organization, so rapid the process of transmis- 
sion, that a debate commencing at 4 p.m, and 
ending at 6 45, is published in full in Belfast 
at75. That kind of thing was characterized 
by Mr, Fraser as easy work. The tough, har- 
rassing task, he said, was when a reporter had to 
work alone on less important occasions, Then, 
with, it might be, an hour of unrelieved respon- 
sibiliy in view, be takes his seat in the little 
box allotted for his use, gets his paper ready, 
sharpens his pencil, and setting busily to work 
writes down, ‘the debate was continued by the 
‘rish members,” after which he falls asleep, or 
goes out for a drink or asmoke. Speaking of 
the celebrated fight in the House, which he 
witnessed, Mr. Fraser says that its fisti uff 
pluses were the outcome of an accident. In 

Gant and confusion somebody sinmbled 

1 MRT 

















against somebody el 


believing himself assaulted, struck out, with the 
inevitable result that the fracas speedily de- 
veloped considerable proportio But if this 
explanation somewhat extenuates a disgraceful 
scene, Mr, Fraser's description of the methods 
employed to cut short a prosy speech, and of 
the obstacles encountered by private bills, did 
not enhance the reputation of the Lower House, 
When the Commons do not want to be bored 
by a speaker, they fire off at him an incessant 
volley of ‘vide’ “vide” “vide,” or 
“agreed,” “agreed,” “agreed,” under which 
he at length sinks discomfited into his seat, As 
for private measures, the rule is that alter mid- 
night * unopposed bills” may be brought for- 
ward. A member accordingly gets up to intro- 
duce some small harmless project and the way 
seems clear before him, when another member, 
who has been enjoying a sound sleep, suddenly 
wakes up, and for the sake of legislative activity 
calls out “I object.” The measure then be- 
comes an “ opposed bill” and chance of 
passing disappears. But though its intioducer 
has been deprived of his’ hope, revenge re- 
mains. He “lies low” until, one night, the 
“1 object” member introduces a bill of his 
own; explains its provisions in a casnal, de- 
precatory fashion ; points out that they concern 
only a small section of a particular constituency 
and declares that they will be as beneficent 
they are necessary, But just when he appe: 
to be on the point of success, the member 
whose litle scheme he baulked a week, per- 
haps a month, previously, jumps up and cries 
“T object.” ‘Surely the honorable member 
can not have observed that the scope of the 
measure is limited to one locality where such a 
reform is locally essential,” pleads the introducer 
of the bill. In vain. The''I object” is iterated 
more strenuously than before, and the bill perish: 
es, “That is how,” said Mr. Fraser, “ you never 
hear of any private bills passing,” ‘The process 
of going into Committee he described somewhat 
as follows:— There isa most interesting and 
important ceremony called going into com- 
mittee. It is managed in this way. The 
Speaker says:—'I move that the Speaker do 
now leave the chair all that support the motion 
will say aye all that are of the contrary opinion 
no the ayes have it.’ It is all delivered 
in a breath, Then he leaves the chair, 
the Sergeant-at-Arms rushes in and moves 
the Mace, and the ceremony is over. No 
one has said ‘aye’; no one ‘no’; no one 
has taken any notice whatever.” With many 
such descriptions and many accounts of the 
mannerisms and methods of parliamentary 
celebrities did Mr. Fraser entertain the Society, 
He spoke from very brief notes, to which he 
made rare relerence, and there could be no 
question about the pleasure he gave to his 
audience. 















































We learn that the Asiatic Society of Japan 
has invited Mr. Fraser to lecture on March 
and, and that he has promised to do so, taking 
for his subject “ Burmah and south-western 
China,” a topic specially interesting “at thia 
juncture, 








P. & O."* BORNEO” IN COLLISION. 
a 

The P. & O. Company's steamer Borneo 
seems to be dogged by ill-luck lately. About 
a week ago she ran aground on the Spit, 
and on Sunday morning, as she was clearing 
out of Yokohama Harbour, she sustained an- 
other unfortunate accident, The Borneo was 
slowly steaming between the two lightships at 
the entrance of the breakwater as the Japan- 
ese steamer Wayo Afaru, from Kube, was 
about to enter, The bows of the Wavo 
struck the Borneo full amidships on her star= 
board side, knocking out several of the plates, 
and causing such injuries as are likely to keep 
her iv port for some days. The Wayo on her 
part had her stem rather badly bent, The 
Borneo is now lying in harbour for repairs, Her 
captain is Mr, F.C. A. Lyon, and among her 
passengers for Ensope were Mrs. A. H. Dare and 
family, Mrs. Bowden and. her_two sons, and 
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“ SCOTUS” AND CALIBAN. 
panei en Se 
The letter addressed. recently by 


“Scotus” to this journal, in which he 
dubbed the Japanese coolie “a very high- 
smelling edition of Caliban,” has naturally 
been quoted with admiration in Kobe. 
Yet it would scarcely have been possible 
to pena grosser libel than that of which 
“Scotus” was guilty. For, in the first 
place, the Japanese coolie is probably the 
cleanest representative of the labouring 
class in the world. He takes a bath every 
day, and, if his clothes are sometimes 
ancient, they are very rarely so mal- 
odorous as to be offensive, In the second 
place, he is unquestionably the very 
politest representative of the labouring 
class in the world. There is no “ pro- 
bably ” about that. He has been showing 
himself truculent of late to foreigners, but 
in every-day life he generally understands 
and practises courtesy to a degree without 
parallel elsewhere. “Scotus” simply 
indulged in a riot of epithets when he 
called the Japanese coolie ‘a high-smell- 
ing edition of Caliban.” But the tone of 
his whole letter was a good deal above 
concert pitch, 











BANK OF JAPAN. 
aa aN 
The last half-yearly statement of the 
Bank of Japan is an exceptionally interest- 
ingdocument. The gross profits and losses 
at the head office, branches, and agencies 
stand thus :— 


Profits. Losses. 
Yen 












re Yen. 
Head Office . 14,494.820 2,736,766 
Osaka Branch , 1,590 675 0.775 
Bakan Branch . 350.420 18,620 
Hokkaido 136,037 60,371 
Nagoya Br ‘ 1 28,083 
Sapporo Agency .. 4 14.090 
Kyoto Agency, 7 16,384 
‘Taipeh Agency 2.803 348.731 
OlaWareersceee 16,492 2,146 


Total. 16,880,279 3,301,966 

These sums are singularly large. Profits ag- 
gregating nearly 17 million yex and losses 
totalling 34 millions are remarkable figures 
in the case of a bank with a paid up capi- 
tal of only 224 millions. Both the profits 
and the losses, however, include special 
items. As tothe former, it appears that 
for several years the Bank has had in its 
vaults a large reserve of gold coin and 
gold bullion, the silver price of which has 
been steadily appreciating. In other 
words, the gold reserve, when expressed 
in the silver mint of Japanese currency, 
represented a greater sum year by year. 
But this process of growth appeared on 
paper only. The Bank did not actually 
exchange the gold for silver, nor did the 
Directors venture to regard as actual 
profit a difference which might at any 
time be wiped out were silver rehabilitat- 
ed at the ratio that connected the precious 
metals fifteen or twenty years ago. When, 
however, Japan adopted gold monometal- 
lism, the ratio of 1 to 32 (omitting frac- 
tions) was definitely fixed for this country, 
and the Directors could then say with 
certainty that the gold reserve represent- 
ed exactly twice as many units in the 
new system of currency as it had repre- 
sented in the old at the time of the Bank’s 
establishment. Here, then, was a clear 
gain, amounting, so far as we can see, to 
74 million yen, In short, by the adoption 
of the gold standard at a ratio of 1 to 32, 
the currency value of the gold reserve of 
the Bank of Japan was enhanced to the 





extent of 74 million COS als 








very splendid transaction for the 
Bank. It has shown the profit 
now in its semi-annual accounts, 


and carried the whole sum to ‘its capital 
fund, which thus becomes 30 million yen. 
There are 150,000 shares of 200 yen each, 
150 yen of which had been paid up, and, 
50 yen being added by means of this gold 
profit, the shares are not liable to any 
further calls. Even when from the total 
gross profits we deduct the above sum of 
7% millions, there remains 9} millions, a 
striking figure, being, in fact, over 41 per 
cent. of the capital with which the Bank 
was working. The special item included 
in the very large losses—3} million yen— 
is depreciation of securities. Owing to 
the keen demand for money during last 
year, the rate of interest rose rapidly and 
the market price of all securities paying a 
fixed interest fell in proportion. Thus 
there has been a serious shrinkage in the 
value of the Bank’s reserve of securities, 
and the depreciation is wisely written off 
as loss, though there can be little doubt 
that it will be ultimately recovered. 

The working expenses of the Bank and 
its various branches and agencies totalled 
2,374,783 yen, so that the net profit was 
10,804,590, and this was distributed as 
follows :— 


















Ordinary Dividend (6 per cent. per Yen. 
annum) «+ 675 006 
Special Dividend (7 per cent. per 
annum) 787.500 
Fifty yen ad «+ 7,500,000 
‘To Reserve Fund 1,370,000 
Rewards, &c. to officers, 180,000 
Carried over to next account. + 292,090 
10,894,590 








NIPPON BICYCLE CLUB. 
oer 

Sunday could scarcely be considered satis- 
factory for wheelmen, the sky being over- 
cast, with only fitful glimpses of the sun, while 
a bleak and stiffish northerly wind prevailed 
until late in the afternoon. In spite of the 
weather, however, the members of the Nippon 
Bicycle Club and their guests of the Sorin Club, 
Tokyo, managed to have a most enjoyable 
field day at Honmoku and Sugita, About fifty 
meinbers of the Nippon Club assembled at 
No. 42 at about 9.30, and rode to Yokohama 
Railway Station, where they were joined by 
some thirty brother wheelmen of the Sorin 
Club, who tained it from Tokyo. The 
joint party then rode through the Settlement 
and via the main Bluff road and Kitagata 
to Honmoku, where they rested and were 
most hospitably entertained by the  Presi- 
dent of the Club, Mr. J. L. O. Eyton, at his 
commodious villa by the sea-side. A choice 
repast was provided and the ‘own Band 
also in attendance and played a selection. 
A little before 12 o'clock the procession 
reformed and a start was made for Sugita, 
which was reached without mishap al 1 
o'clock. The Bay View Hotel had been 
chartered for the occasion, and gaily de- 
corated with fags lent by Mr. Wright, Captains 
Pope, Wallace, and Pritchard, while the garden 
had been surrounded with mats to keep out the 
cold wind and three long tables arranged for 
tiffin, the President, Mr. Eyton, Sr., presiding, 
with the Captain of the Club, Mr. Laffin, and 
Hon. Sec., Mr. K. Kingdon, as Vice-Chairmen, 
A capital cold tiffin with delicacies of all sorts, 
and choice wines, received full justice from those 
assembled, while the Band, which was accom. 
modated in a kiosk in the garden, played 
aselection of music. Several short speeches 
were made—one by the President, welcoming 
the Sorin members, a reply by Mr, Kato, another 
by Mr, Inouye, of the Nippon Clu, while Mr. 
Uchiyama Rossetsu made a most able and 
fluent interpreter. The wish expressed by all 
the speakers was to draw closer the bonds of 
ial intercourse between foreign and Japanese 


























sportsmen, After a most enjoyable couple of 
bours or so at Sugita, during which a number 
of photographs were taken of various groups, a 
start was made for Yokohama, the members of 
the Nippon Club accompanying their guests to 
the railway station, Although there were crowds 
of Japanese, all along the road, including all 
the school boys from Yokohama, no trouble or 
accident occurred, the police authorities having, 
at the suggestion of the President of the Nippon 
Club, posted police all along the route followed 
by the cyclists, Had it not been for this pre- 
caution it is probable that some unpleasantness 
or accident would have occurred, for a certain 
class of Japanese pedestrians appear to think 
that the prestige of the country is injured if they 
move out of the way of a foreigner on a wheel 














YOKOHAMA SEAMEN'S MISSION. 
eS 

The popularity of the emtertainments given 
under the auspices of the Seamen's Mi 
evidenced on Thursday, when there was 
large audience to listen to the excellent musi 
programme arranged. The Rev. W. T. Austen 
presided, and a number of well-known local 
amateurs took part in the performance, - Miss 
Leighton contributed three items, including 
“The song that reached my heart” and a 
clever negro whistling song; Madame Henck- 
ler sang thrice, “ Way Down upon the Swanee 
River,” and ‘Sweet Marie” being perhaps 
the favourites; Mr. Schurr was heard to ad- 
vantage in “The Lost Chord” and “Ye 
Gentlemen of England;” and Mrs. Robin- 
son also favoured with two enjoyable vocal 
contribations in addition to a pianoforte duet 
with Miss Booth. Miss Scott, whose name is 
already familiar to the Yokohama musical world 
in connection with the Philharmonic Society, 
gave a violin solo in a manner that showed 
that she has improved considerably in technique 
since she last appeared on a public platform, 
Mr. Borden played a cornet selection, At the 
close of the programme the sailors gave three 
cheers for the promoters of the concert and the 
performers, 

















THE ELSIE ADAIR COMPANPF. 
ey 

There was a very fair though not full atten- 
dance at the Public Hall on Thursday evening, 
on the occasion of the farewell performance of 
the Elsie Adair Company. The various items 
on the programme went with plenty of ‘go’ 
from beginning to end and were almost all 
greeted with warm applause, Alter a piano 
overture by Mr. Lionel Jupp, who also rendered 
efficient service as accompanist through the 
evening, the amusing little one act comedy 
“The Decision of the Court,” by Brander 
Mathews, was capitally played by the sprightly 
Elsie and Mr. Eddison, a local comedian 
of no small ability, as Afrs. and Mr. Algernon 
Stanyhurst respectively. There is but one scene 
in the sketch—a visit paid by A/r. Stanyhurst, 
an English aristocrat who has married an Ame- 
rican girl, on his wife, who has applied to the 
Court for divorce on the ground of deser- 
tion, and “international incompatibility.” 
Daring the course of the interview the decision 
of the Court, granting the divorce, arrives, but 
in the meanwhile a reconciliation is effected 
be!ween the husband and wife, the Court’s deci- 
sion set aside, and conjugal happiness once 
more reigns supreme, A score or so of capital 
scenes on the vilascope were exhibited by Prof. 
Hoffmann ; Mr, Walter Vanderlip delivered an 
amusing ‘* single handed debate ” and saug « 
comic sing, ‘ Girl wanted”: while Miss Elsie 
Adair also in the first part sang several 
most amusing comic and serio-comic songs 
inher most piguante style. The second part 
of the programme comprised a comic sketch 
“A fancy dress ball in a Lunatic Asylum,” 
which introduced a number of songs and 
dances by Miss Elsie Adair and Mr. Walter 
Vanderlip, and elicited much hearty laughter 
and applause from the audience. 
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KOBE COOLIES. 





2g 
HE behaviour of coolies in Kobe has 
evidently aroused much indignation 
among the residents of that place, for they 
have addressed memorials on the subject 
to the Foreign Representatives. Such a 
course is to be welcomed, we think, be- 
cause the sooner a remedy is applied, the 
better for all parties. Direct communica- 
tion in the first instance with the Japanese 
Local Authorities would doubtless have 
been a more tactful and probably a more 
efficacious method of procedure, for, after 
all, it is to the Governor of the Prefecture 
alone that the community as a whole can 
properly address itself. But so long as 
Consular Jurisdiction exists, there will 
always be a feeling of hesitation on the 
part of the foreign resident to place him- 
self in communication with Japanese 
officialdom.. We do not mean to suggest 
that recourse to diplomatic or Consular 
aid is in any sense to be deprecated. 
The point is that as each nationality must 
observe the etiquette of communicating 
with its own Representative only, a com- 
bination of nationalities for the purposes 
of a memorial becomes irregular. Such a 
document can not be received or acted on 
with propriety by any Foreign Minister, 
as the Kobe memorialists have probably 
discovered by this time. On the other 
hand, where a grievance is common to all 
nationalities, it seems a pity that the force 
attaching to a joint protest can not be ex- 
ercised, as it would be by recourse to the 
Japanese Authorities. Apart from that 
phase of the matter, the question to be con- 
sidered is that of aremedy. There can be 
no doubt about the reality of the facts com- 
plained of. They have frequently been 
exaggerated in newspaper columns, and 
there has always been a natural, but to the 
Japanese a none-the-less disagreeable, 
disposition on the part of foreigners to 
attach full credit to every statement of 
their own nationals and to show equally 
wholesale distrust of everything advanced 
on the Japanese side. Whatever allowance 
be made on 
there remains a solid mass of testimony 
against the treaty-port coolie, and the 
Japanese Authorities will be consulting 
the advantage of the country, no less than 
discharging their duty to the foreign re- 
sidents, by adopting some corrective mea- 
Probably the simplest would be the 
issue of a notification by the Governors 
of Hyogo and Kanagawa Prefectures, 
embodying a warning to the coolies and 
instructions to the police. «It is unneces- 
sary for us to discuss the terms of such a 
notification, but we may say here that its 
remedial efficacy is generally assumed 
by foreigners, and that they find pro- 
portionate difficulty in understanding the 
Authorities’ hesitation to take so simple 
a step. 
To dismiss the subject at this. point 
would seem liken endorsing, al{ the ay 


those accounts, however, 


sure. 





accusations preferred against the coolie, 
and we are very far from doing anything of 
the kind. Some critics—many, indeed— 
allege that the war has exercised a de- 
moralizing effect upon the lower orders ; 
that they are burdened with ‘swollen 
heads ”—to use a slang expression—; that, 
in short, they have lost their moral balance 
and become subservient to blind impulses 
of delirious patriotism. It is possible that 
the diagnosis many be partially correct. 
We hesitate to contradict it, but we desire 
to point out that if such conditions exist, 
they ought not to be limited to particular 
districts but should be equally observable 
everywhere. In the three capital cities, 
however, and in the provinces generally, 
we can not discover that the demeanour 
of the labouring classes towards foreigners 
has undergone any alteration for the 
worse during the past three years. In 
the midst of general courtesy and kind- 
liness there was always an off-chance 
of encountering a rude, truculent or in- 
ebriated plebeian, and there is just 
about the same chance now that there 
was before the war. But in the foreign 
settlements and their vicinity an unwel- 
come change has certainly taken place. 
What is the reason? Some may reply, 
perhaps, that opportunities for displays of 
roughness being incomparably more 
numerous at the open ports than else- 
where, the record is worse there, but that 
the fact does not warrant any inference 
as to the radical superiority of other 
places. That is a point worth considera- 
tion, but to us another and a very different 
reason presents itself ; a reason which we 
fear will be found unwelcome but which 
must in justice be stated. It is that the 
present generation of fordign residents 
are suffering for the sins of their prede- 
cessors. We speak from the experience 
of a great many years when we assert 
that, whatever be the case now-a-days, 
the treatment formerly extended to the 
Japanese labourer was essentially the 
treatment of an Oriental by an Occidental. 
We shall be abused for saying so, no 
doubt. Some of the ingenuous critics, 
who, while indignantly repudiating the 
faintest suggestion of fault on the side of 
their own nationals and uniformly devot- 
ing their pens to flattering and exalting 
them, denounce as a hypocrite or a hire- 
ling every one that ventures to say a word 
for the Japanese—some of these most 
equitable critics will, of course, assail us. 
But every impartial foreign resident who 
devotes a moment's calm thought to the 
question must endorse our assertion. 
Why, indeed, should things have fallen out 
differently ? The Japanese used formerly 
to be just as undiluted Orientals in the 
eyes of Europeans and Americans as the 
Chinese, or the Malays or the Maoris, 
and used Lo be treated in accordance with 
that view. Truly we may goa step far- 

and say that by many Europeans or 


the 
gle they are still so treated. Not 











by the better classes, of course. If we 
except the scarcely avoidable petulance 
due to ignorance of the language of the 
country, the demeanour of respectable fo- 
reigners towards the Japanese at present 
leaves little to be desired. But it is not 
always so with liberty-men, with the deni- 
zens of “Blood Town” and with the 
lower orders of foreigners generally. 
Their manner towards the Japanese is too 
often rude and offensive, the manner of su- 
perior beings to inferior, The Japan- 
ese do not count themselves inferior be- 
ings. They have none of the Oriental’s 
wonted servility, and if for a long time 
their respect for the Occidental’s know- 
ledge and attainments checked the re- 
sentment his attitude towards them would 
otherwise have provoked, that restraint, 
gradually ceasing to be efficient, has been 
replaced by a feeling of umbrage’ which, 
though its causes are chiefly retrospective, 
is now making itself unpleasantly active, 
The educated classes assert themselves 
by dispensing with foreign assistance—dis- 
pensing with it prematurely, to their own 
great loss and detriment—, and by strug- 
gling for commercial independence which 
they are not yet prepared to exercise with- 
outdisaster. The students vindicate their 
patriotic instincts by swagger, sometimes 
developing into boisterous defiance. The 
coolie resorts to muscular methods—his 
only methods—in order to show that he is 
as good a man as the best of the Zojtn. 
Had we not foreseen all this years ago, 
and foretold it over and over again in 
these columns, we should not speak so 
confidently now. To folks garnering an 
evil harvest it is small consolation to be 
told that the seed was bad. That is the 
truth, however, in the present case, and it 
had better be recognised. The foreign 
setilements are the chief scenes of the 
trouble because it is in the foreign settle- 
ments that the sentiment of umbrage and 
the morbid impulse of self-assertion have 
been educated, and because it is there 
also that practical evidences of Western 
superiority are still occasionally thrust 
upon Tt not our 
object to justify the Japanese. Two 
wrongs do not make aright. We seek to 
explain rather than to excuse, and we 
have written very clumsily if there be any 
doubt about our conviction that the con- 
duct now laid to the charge of the Japan- 
ese student and the Japanese coolie is, 
on the whole, without presently visible 
provocation, and that it will inflict incom- 
parably more injury upon the Japanese 
themselves than upon foreign residents 
who are the immediate sufferers. For 
the rest, nothing is less desirable than 
that any causes of mutual ill-feeling should 
be suffered to rankle or gain potency by 
way of preface to the passing of foreigners 
under Japanese Jurisdiction, and we should 
imagine that the expediency of applying 
some remedy must be clearly recognised 
by a Cabinet like (that now in office. 
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BARON IWASAKI AND TRE BANK 
OF FAPAN. 


Se 

On the 19th instant the Bank of Japan held 
its regular annual general meeting, and the 
President, Baron Iwasaki, delivered the follow- 
ing speech, which we translate from the Shogyo 
Shimpo:— 

Guntiemen,—In making my report of the 
working of the Bank for the goth year of Meiji, I 
Propose to submit for your consideration and ap- 
proval some remarks about the state of economical 
circles and the cardinal points of the Bank’s 
business during the year, 

Atthe commencement of last year, as a con- 
sequence of the excessive pressite of monetary 
affairs at the close of the preceeding year, a feeling 
of uneasiness prevailed in the market, which was 
not allayed until the month of February or March. 
Trade in the United States having then at length 
recovered its tone, the stock of silk that had 
accumulated in Yokohama since the preceding 
year began gradually to be sold off, and public 
confidence seemed to be somewhat restored. 
Thereafter the market price of Public Bonds rose 
by degrees, and the deposits of the various banks 
showed a tendency to increase. But though the 
market outwardly evinced a disposition to grow 
easier, its real condition was very far from inspir 
ing confidence. In proportion to the daily pro- 
gress of the works forming part of the Govern- 
Ment’s programme, money was scattered among 
the people in steadily increasing quantities, and 
the sums that had to be paid up on account of 



































newly established b: s and comp: did not 
fall short of several millions monthly, Prices tose 
higher and higher ; the balance of the foreign trade 





suffered more and more violent disturbance, and 
the demand for capital promised to be very large as 
the silk andtea seasons approached. The Bank, 
then, feeling that it would be wrong to rem 
quiescent in the face of such circumstances and not 
to adopt any precautions, allered its table of 
terest on the 14th of June, taising the rate on 
loans and advances by 2 rin daily, Entering the 
second half of the year, the demand for capital 
Decame great, and in consequence of the cautious 
attitude adopted by the various banks, the shares 
of the companies began to fall, on the one hand, 
and the circulation of money became so unsatis- 
¢ Bank was obliged to adopt some 
remedial measure, But since the spring, the Bank 
had been gradually paying back the sums deposit- 
ed with it by the Government, and it consequently 
had no tesource except to obtain permiss 
for an issue of totes above the legal limit 
order to satisfy the needs of the moment. 
the same time, persuaded, on the other hand, 
that it was imperalively mecessa-y to adopt pre= 
cautions so as to prevent disordeily outgoings 
of capital, suitable occasions wee sought, and 
twice, namely, in August and October, the rate of 
raised by one rin daily. About 
, owing to the influence of a rumour that 
the United States Government was about to throw 
upon the market the accumulations of silver lying 
its vaults, the gold-price of the white metal sud- 
































At 

















Ww monetary system, 
ng been received in 
stand September of violent storms in pro- 
I localities, apprehensions were felt about 
lure of the rice crop, and, owing to the 
combined influence of these various distuibing 
causes, the market fell into a state of still greater 
depression. Further, owing to fluctuations in the 
rate of exchange upon China, the export of cotton 
yarns received a temporary check, and the Osaka 
market, which had already been suffering severely 
from financial difficulties, became yet more de- 
pressed. Bonds and shares also began to depre- 
ciate, and such a universal sense of uneasiness 
was engendered that a panic seemed almost im- 
minent, The Bank, therefore, endeavoured, so 
far as the circumstances would permit, to provide 
monetary facilities, and happily the year closed 
without any serious trouble, It thus resulted that, 
at the close of the year, the Bank’s loans, independ: 
ently of its advances to the Government, aggregat- 
ed 104,790,000 yer, an amount unprecedented 
since the opening of the institution, 

As a necessary consequence of this large ace 
commodation given to the public by the Bank, 
the issue of convertible notes aggregated 
226,223,000 yen, being 47,310,000 yen above the 
Jegal limi Now, as any issue in excess of the 
legal limit is an exceptional circumstance, it na 
turally becomes a matier of keen attention on the 
pact of the public, but when the circumstances are 
carefully considered it is found that the excessive 


issue was not only unavoidably ne: , but also 
ey IQ 
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that, in point of fact, it_has jee g: 





since the war. In May, 1896, as a cesult of the 
arrangement for mutual deposits in the matter of 
the Indemnity, a sum of 50 million yen was 
cluded in the Bank's reserves from that source, 
and deposits of hard money subsequently import 
ed by the Government, caused a temporary in. 
crease in the coin reserves, But as these deposits 
were for the use of the Government, they had to 
be gradually returned, and by September, 1897, 
the amount thus returned was 42,500,000 yert, and 
to make up for this it was inevitable that recourse 
should be had to the issue of notes against other 
securities, “Thus it comes about that the legal 
limit was passed. 

The general state of the money market being 

nsatistactory, as I have already stated, and the 
bauks, asa rule, being extremely cautious in their 
operations, the rate of interest rose; the market 
price of shares fell; and ominous cumours became 
audible from time to time. Nevertheless, the gene 
ral development of economic affairs not only 
suffered no check, but seems to have advanced 
steadily. ‘Thus the volume of the foreign trade in 
imports and exports rose to over 382,430,000 yen, 
an increase of 92,910,000 yen as compared with 
the figure for the preceding year; the clearances 
effected at the clearing houses of Tokyo and Osaka 
aggregated 713,850,000 yen, showing an increase 
of 158,020,000 yen over the previous year’s 1 
turns; the capital of the vaious banks and com- 
panies which were newly started or which made 
additions to their capital amounted to over 
193,840,000 yen, and the sums of capital paid u 
ow call to the banks and companies already 
existence totalled 60,560,000 yen approximately. 
All these results are evidences of economical pro- 
gress. But of course the growth in the volume of 
business caused an increased demand for capital, 
aud, the balance of foreign trade being unfavour. 
able, there was a tendency for further sums to be 
drawn away, so that an unsatisfactory state of the 
money market becamean unavoidable consequence. 
Still, the rise in the price of sice and in rates of 
wages had a compensatory influence in maintain 

ng. an appearance of prosperity; in illustiation 
of which it may be noted that the subscriptions for 
the shares of the Industial Bank aggregated 
fourteen times the amount to be issued; that ex- 
traotdinary success attended the placing of the 
shares of the Banks of Agriculture and Industry 
opened inthe various localities, and that the de 
mand for all articles of merchandise remained as 
brisk as ever, All these things can not be regard- 
ed otherwise than as signs of prosperity. 

Thus while, on the one hand, a state of pro- 
sperity existed, on the other there was a maiked 
deficiency of capital. How to correct such an 
anomalous economic condition is a question of the 
greatest difficulty. 

A genetal appreciation of the price of commodi- 
ties being one of the concomitants of public pro- 
spetity, that phenomenon grew more and more 
matked during last year. If we compare the 
average matket quotations for daily necessaries 
in December with the corresponding figures p 
to the War, we find that the former show an 
crease of actually forty per cent, It is fatther a 
natural result that the a n of commodi- 
ties should lead to an in Thus 
the total value of the imports last year was 
219,300,000 yen, the excess over the value of the 
exports reaching the large figure of 56,160,000 yen. 
Che items that contributed principally towards 
this large import trade were machinery, raw 
materials, and tice to meet the deficiency 
caused by last yeat’s bad crop. Nevertheless, 
a relation certainly exists between the vol 
of imports and the prices of commodities 
the domestic markets, so that, as a future of 
national economy, this state of affairs is not with. 
out elements of uneasiness. 


The reform of the system of currency effected 
last year was an economic event of the highest 
importance. It may be said to have imparted a 
completely new aspect to the country’s finance. 
But as a measure of such magnitude must exercise 
a permanent effect upon the affairs of the nation, 
its advantages or disadvantages could uot be 
lightly estimated. Consequently, no sooner did 
the problem come up for public discussion, than 
arguments pro and contra were heard, and no 
Prospect of the controversy being settled pre- 
sented itself, Still, public pinion was on the 
whole favourable, and, the Imperial Diet havi 
passed the Bill by a large ‘majority, the gold- 
standard system was finally put into operation from 
the rst of October. Prior to the enforcement of 
the new Law, much discussion took place about its 
probable effects, but inasmuch as rates of exchange 
on foreign countries, the prices af commodities, 
and other matiers likely to feel the effects of the 
allered system had gradually undergone the cor- 
lated changes before the actual operation of the 
fe no special disturbance attended the in 





























































































tation of the system. ‘The gold price of silver fell 
in a few months from 29 pence per ounce to 23 
pence, and rose again to 27 pence, but, despite 





these extraordinary fluctuations, the rate of ex: 
remained 


change upon countries 
always near the normal p; 
was noticeable in that dicecti Oge upon 
China only underwent sharp fluctuations and 
much embarrassment was experienced by mer- 
chants Wading with that country. That, of course, 
was unavoidable. Further, the results of the new 
system, so far as payments in connexion with the 
exchange of silver coins are concerned, have not 
been large. During the period of three months, 
from October tst to December 31st, the total of 
such exchanges effected at the Bank of Japa 
branches and agencies, did not exceed some 
13,039,000 yer. 

e publication of a weekly statement of the 
Bank's business was commenced from January Ist 
of last year. It is the custom in all foreign coun- 
ties that the central banking institution should 
publish such reports of the state of its business and 
convey information as to the condition of the money 
market, When the Bank was established, however, 
its business was very small, and as there did not 
appear to be any necessity for publishing a te. 
port, the matter was left in abeyance. Of late, 
however, the Bank’s transactions have developed 
so largely that they suffice to furnish a general 
dex of the state of the money market, and, that 
fact being supplemented by the special con 
deration that economic to affairs having asst 
a very complex character since the war, all 
mation about monetary conditions is valuable to 
the public, it appeared essential that a report 
should be published, and measures in that sense 
were accordingly adopted. 

It having been decided to undertake trans: 
acti with individuals and to amend,the system 
of securities, these changes were put into opet 
tion from the 1gth of June, simultaneously with 
the revision of the table of interest. As to trans- 
actions with individuals, the object of under 
taking these was to facilitate the circulation of 
money and equalize the rates of interest. As to the 
amendment of the system of secur 
was (o abolish the special term “ security not 
(tampohin suki-tegata), and to bring greater caution 
tofbear on the choice of shares taken as security, 
As to the revision of the table of interest, a marked 
differentiation was made between the discount on 
commercial paper and that on other notes, simply 
for the purpose of encouraging operations with the 
former and contributing to the development of 
credit transactions, 

The accountant functions of the Bank were 
originally discharged by the Second Section of the 
Secretariat, but since these functions, must evi- 
dently become me nerous in proportion to the 
increase of the Bank's business, an Accountant 
Bureau was newly organized on the st of May, 
and the duty was entrusted to it of deal with 
matters of accounts for all the bureaus and sec- 
tions, exercising general supervision, and ensuci 
thorough accuracy and homogeniety,  Furtl 
a consequence of the change of the currency system, 
the name “Silver Convertible Notes Bure: 
was changed to “Issue Bureau” from the Ist of 
October. 

Ivis one of the Bank’s paramo: 
its branches should be opened 
marts of the em so as to facilitate the circnla- 
tion of money and equalize rates of intere: 
Hence, during the comse of last year, a branch 
was established in Nagoya, and business begaa 
there on the rst of March, Moreover, the Olaru 
branch agency was changed to a regular agency, 
and commenced operations from the tst of Nove 
ember, 
It is necessary that special reference should be 
made to the subject of the division of profits, The 
great divergence that has taken place of late years 
between the prices of gold and silver in terms of 
each other, has Nad the effect of producing a 
correspondingly large appreciation of the silver 
value of the Bank’s reserves of gold coin and gold 
bulli It cannot be denied that the gain 
acciuing ta the Bank on that account is actual 
profit, But as the mutual fluctuations of the two 
inetals were always beyond the range of forecast; 
these gains were wot included in the regular pro- 
fits, but their amount was shown in a special 


gold-using 














































































nt objects that 
all the chief 



























g|'* Gold and Silver Exchange Account,” the actual 





state of the Bank's liabilities being 


hus clearly 
indicated. 


As a result, however, of the change 


effected in the currency system, the gain under 
this heading assumes the character of a per- 
manent profit, and it has accordingly been 


decided to devote it to the payment of « special 
dividend. We propose that this special dividend 
shall be applied to meet the calls upon shares not 
yebpaid up] RIGA measure in that’sense is sub- 


mityed for your approval. - The, Bank's shares will 
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be fully paid up, but as the operation has not the 
effect of increasing the institution’s working capital 
in any way, it brcomes necessary to direct your 
Attention to the fact that this step may make it 
impossible to pay dividends at the rates hitherto 
declared, and may even eventuate in much smaller 
dividends, 

T venture to add a word 
was appointed to my pre: 
of the year before last, more than a year has 
elapsed. During that time, unwonted phenomena 
have presented themselves in economic affairs, and 
many exceptional measures have been ne 
in dealing with them, [ have been much cor 
cerned lest the practical results should prove de 
fective. But so far as concerns the spirit of those 
measures, | have been invariably inspited by 
que desire to promote the country’s economic 
interests, and while the responsibilities devolving 
ow heavier hereafter in pro- 
issitudes that will occur in the 
Fealm of economy, I promise that [shall be 
undeviatingly guided by the same spirit in every 
measure that Tadopt, and [ wust, gentlemen, that 
you will accept my assurance. 


n conclusion. Since I 
office in November 
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TUESDAY'S GALE. 

“The strong northerly gale of yesterday did 
not pass over Yokohama without doing some 
damage afloat. Mr. Scidmore’s new schooner 
Famato Damashi broke away from her moor- 
ings opposite the Grand Hotel, owing \o the 
fracture of a link in her chain cable, and 
with one sendo on board drifted out through 
the creek entrance to the harbour towards the 
P. M, Wharf. A steam launch, however. 
to her assistance and towed her to a poi 
shore, midway between the British Naval Depot 
and the P.M, Wharf. This morning she was 
towed to a safer anchorage near the Pier. The 
only damage the yacht received was the scrap- 

g of her paint and some of her copper torn 
off; not « seam was started. Several of the 
smaller yachts at the anchorage were in difficn!- 
ties, and one, the 17-rater Devonia, filled and 
went to the bottom bows first. She can, 
however, easily be raised, Necessarily all 
working of cargo was suspended in the harbour, 
and as a consequence the departure of ihe P. 
& O. steamer Kosefta and the Shanghai mail 
boat Saikio Maru had to be postponed, the 
two vessels leaving the barbour this morn- 
ing before 9 o'clock. Probably we shall hear 
later on of some casualties to cargo boats, 
etc., between here and Tokyo, but the local 
lighters appear to have escaped accident. 
Ashore some damage is reported to fences and 
outbuildings, and two jinrikishas were over- 
turned during one of the fierce squalls in the 
forenoon in the streets of Yokohama, but the 
occupants fortunately escaped unhurt, 














TRADE OF KOREA. 
+ 





‘The foreign trade of Chemulpo, Korea last 
year amounted to about 10,000,000 yen. Fol- 
lowing are details :— 

Exports. 
(Korean products). 
2,876,041 yen 

669,005 5 

971920 


To Japan 
yy China 
i Russia 








(Foreign products). 
64,960 


23.615 
8,249 






wy Russia 





‘5 Imports. 
irom Japan .. 2,728,077 »» 
» Chi 31134,084 
Russia 5545 9» 
The figures for the past ten years are as 


follow :— 





Exports. Imports, Total 
1,688,708 2,085,003 
1,843,759 2,298,722 
2,572,161 4,012,292 
3.165.935 4,599,152 
3,041,327 





2,435,310 
39703.175 
5,017,080 
3.709.383 


mes 





472,823 
5,623,197 
9,608, 4 





—Asahi Shirsbup, 


"lIn Russia, too, 





just at present. 


JAPANESE TEA TRADE, 
i gee 

The tea trade of Japan, remarks the Osaka 
Asahi, had its genesis before the Restoration, 
and when that event took place the amount 
exported had already reached ten million catties, 
valued at 3,500,000 yen, The trade has since 
undergone changes, but with the exception of 
a decline which made itself apparent immedia- 
tely before and after the civil war in the roth 
year of Meiji, every year saw progress. Statis- 
tics show that by the 2oth year of Afeizi the tea 
exported amounted to thirty-five million catties, 
valued at 7,600,000 or 7,7¢0,000 yen. The 
growing prosperity, however, gave rise to spuri- 
ous manufacture, and, Japanese tea having lost 
much of its reputation in foreign markets, the 
amount of export has considerably decreased. 
Alarmed by these circumstances, the tea-dealers 
endeavoured to restore their credit at all costs, 
and they succeeded in accomplishing the object 
after three or four years’ exertion. The tea 
trade 20 or 30 years ago was limited to trans- 
actions with toreign firms in the Settlements, no 
attention being directed to consumers in Europe 
and America, The trade, in fact, was largely 
dependent on the foreigners in Japan. The 
reverse is the case at present. Agents are 
despatched abroad to ascertain the condition of 
the market and the changes in the tastes of con- 
sumers, and steps are taken in various ways to 
extend the market. It is said that in the 
western parts of Canadaand of the United States 
one fourth of the tea consumed is Japanese. 
the market has been expanded. 
In view of these facts it is advisable that tea- 
dealers should devote their energies to further 
improvements in the quality of the article and 
to increased enterprise in the matler of pushing 
sales, It may interest readers to subjoin a table 
showing the vicissitudes of the tea trade from 
the rst tothe 20th year of Meiji (1868-1896) :— 















































Year. Exports Catties. Original value, 
yen. 
1868 10,115,593, 3,581,678 
1869 81595.450 2,102,420 
1870 12,314.402 4)511,616 
1871 14,066,853 4,671,76 
1872 44,734.201 4,226,107 
1873) 13 340,009 4,659,391 
1874 19,129,030 7.253.405 
1875 21,278,633 6,862,855 
1876 20,226,420 5453;980 
1877 20,718,166 45375.374 
1878 21,757.655 4.283.694 
1879 28,602,070 7.445-508 
1880 30,327,656 7.497.880 
1881 28,862,891 7.021.592 
1882 28,301,134 7,029,718 
1883 27.860, 186 6,106 495 
1884 26,853.47! 5)819.095, 
1885 30.934.103 § 854,120 
1886 7,723,320 
1887 .. 7,603,341 
1888 6.124.816 
1889 6,156,728 
1890 37,253,382 6.326 820 
1891 29,923,999 7,033,059 
1892 37,518,203 7.525.316 
1893 36.443.555, 7:702,088 
1894 37,543,587 7:930,287 
18905 38,790.148 4. 8,879,241 
1896 36,674,548 we. 8,819,746 





Of the tea districts throughout the empire 
Shizuoka yields the largest quantity ; next come 
Kioto and Miye, followed by Gifu, Nara, 
Hiogo, and Shiga, Classified according to 
cities and prefectures, the amount of produc- 
tion, as well as the number of families engaged 
in the lea industry, are as follow :— 








Localities. Eamnilies. Produce 
wane. 

57,923 2,631,871 

12,285 7071761 

26,910 585.524 

26.757 376.598 

10,665 321,833 

13,099 293.712 

29,286 247,803 

29.497 218,503 





Small-pox is rather prevalent in Hongkong 

emt. A marine on the Edgar has 
died from it, and the Hygefa hulk has been 
moved over from its usual place behind Stone- 





pe @ the accommodation of smail-pox patient 


cutters’ Island and moored off Kennedy Town 








MONTHLY SUMMARY OF JAPANESE 
CURRENT LITERATURE. 
a ig 

A speech of Mr. Fukuzawa’s entitled Ukiye- 
dan (Remarks on the Fleeting World), of 
great length, dealing with a number of current 
topics, was reported in the Fiji Shimpé last 
month. From the opinions expressed on vari- 
ous subjects we extract the following :—There 
agood deal of talk about female education nowa- 
days. It is quite true that women’s general in- 
telligence needs raising, but mere intellectual 
culture is not all that is required by any means. 
‘The real cause of thelow social status that won 
holds is the practice of polygamy, or that which 
amounts to polygamy, the use of a number of 
women by one man. Coutcubinage, proatitn- 
tion, public and private, must be checked before 
the mass of Japanese women can be rai 
The geisha of Tokyo are no longer like the 
geisha of old days, but women of loose morals. 
And as for prostitution, there is no attempt like 
that made in foreign count to conceal it. It 
goes on in broad daylight in the very centre of 
the metropolis. The first step to be taken is in 
the direction of greater concealment. In Wes- 
tern lands there is a large amount of prostitu- 
tion, but it is not recognised by society as a 
whole. Europeans seem to realise that it is 
something to be ashamed of. This feeling is 
practically absent in Japan. Another suggesti 
hat there should be less drinking at our 
parties. For there is no doubt that the heavy 
drinking of many of the better clase leads to other 
gs. Japanese cannot afford to lose time in the 
performance of useless ceremonies such as are 
in vogue at some of our parties, The near ap- 
proach of mixed residence brings such qu 
tions to the front, The Government certainly 
ought to take some steps to raise this country 
to the Western standard as regards the altitude 
of the public to prostitution, concubinage, and 
the like. Ifthe members of the Cabinet do 
not see the necessity of this, then it is clear that 
they are lacking in enlightenment. 


. 
ans 


There has been a good deal of controversy 
for some time past on the question of higher 
female education. Not « few magazine writ 
have expressed their disapproval of the Women’s 
Universitys cheme, on the ground that, if carried 
out, the new institution would turn out an une 
desirable class of women. Mr. Takamine, the 
Director of the Female Normal School in Toky6, 
writing on this subject in the Wéppon Shugi, 
says that the tendency of higher female educa- 
tion in America is on the whole antagonistic to 
marriage. Women aim at rendering themselves 
quite independent of men by acquiring know- 
ledge that shail enable them to earn their own 
living and as a class become indifferent to 
matrimony, which is to be regretted. The 
Nippon Shugi endorses these sentiments and 
they are reiterated by a number of professors of 
the University and High Class Schools. Chris- 
tian leaders of thought, however, support the 
higher female education movement in an out- 
spoken manner.” 


























































In last month’s Zeikohu Bungaku appears in 
English an Essay from the pen of Pro! 
Lafcadio Hearn on ‘“ Azure Psycholog 
“The Value of Blue in Literature and Art 
from the Evolutional Standpoint,” which, as it 
would be somewhat spoilt by the process of 
epitémising, we give in full :— 

Pure bright blue is the least common among the 
many tints given by to insect, bird, and 
blossom, Blue flowers are thought te proclaim lor 
the plant that bears them a I i 
checked development than is 
of any other primary colour; aud the high cost of 
the tint is perhaps suggested by the inability of the 
Horticulturist to produce blue toses. Vivid blue ix 
found in the plumage of some wonderful birds, and 
on the wings of certain beautiful butter flies—es- 
pecially topical butterflies—but usually under 
conditions that announce a prodigious period of 
evolutional specialization, Altogether it’ would 
seem that blue was the latest pure colow developed 























in the evolutional specialization of scale flower 
ngidyfeather,jend according to some thinkers, the 

power of perceiving blue was uot evolved in the 
TY OF Il / 
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higher forms of life until after the power of discern- 
ing ced and green and yellow had already beew 
gained. 

Whether this be true or not, it is certainly note- 
worthy that, of the primary colours, blue alone 
has rem: up to the present time a colour plea 
surable in its pure intensity to the vision of civiliz~ 
edraces, Brightred, bright orange, bright yellow 
or green or violet, can be used only very sparingly 

id delicately in nineteenth century attire and de 
coration, They have become offensive to us in 
theie spectral purity by reason of the violence of 
the sensations that they cause: they appeal only 
to the tudimentary aesthetic feeling of the uncul- 
tivated, or to the siill coarser feelings of the savag 
No contemporary beauty would robe herself like » 

iry in warm green, or deck herself with vaffr 
let. We cannot paint our walls violet 
orange, or vermillion—the mere idea 
But the colour of heaven has not cease 
Shy-blue may be worn under certain circumsta 
ces; anda ceiling or interior wall surface of the 
me celestial tone may yield a most pleasing 
effect. 

It might be observed that we do not p 
outside of a buildin effect of 













































surfaces is necessarily displeasi 
true only because, unlike other bright colours, vi 
blue is never in nature associated with large soli 
pon a house front the colo 
rd, because giving the notion 
y againot the glow ofday. But 
ig, a blue vault, blue walls of corridors, 
leasant idea of space and light: 
of the colour to depth aud 
transparency is not falsified, but suggested to the 
imagination by such interior application, Yellow 
upon exterior wall-surlaces seems, on the other 
hand, quite natucal—untess too strong in tone— 
because associated in memory with the beautiful 
effect of sunlight on broad surfaces. 
But although yellow remains, next to blue, the 
most endurable lint in massive displays, it never 
can be used, like blue, in its primary strength 
Pale tones of yellow—especially the creamy 
ay be delightlul, either in feminine 
attire or in the tinting of fagades , but not the pure 
ping colour, Ouly blue is always agreeable in 
most vivid purity—providing it is not used 10 
to suggest blue hardness and blue opacity.* 
In Japan, which may still be called the land o! 
vatice—notwithstanding the 
temporary app: innovas 
tions from the Oceident,—almost any common 
cet-vista tells the story of the race-experience 
ith colour, ‘The general tone of the vista is given 
by blueish greys and dark blues, sharply relieved 
by details of white and pale cool yellow. In this 
perspective effect the blueish-greys represent the 
tiling of roof. awnings: the darker blues, shop 
draperies; the whites, small plastered surfaces; the 
light yellows, smooth naked wood and glimpses 
of sushemattings, And the charm of these larger 
contrasts is still further relieved by the fantastic 
Deauty of countless ideographs sprinkled along 
the fronts on draperies or siguboards,—black, aud 
sometimes red, against white ; gold or white against 
black or blue. Strong yellows, oranges, violets, 
greens, are invisible. Tn costume also the tuling 
tones greys and blues: when you do 


















may give 
the natural relatio 





































































to see a diess, worn by some child or danc 
allof one bright colour, it is generally asky-blue— 
very rarely au iris-violet, sometimes a wine-red. 
Vellow of green is never worn. 

But neither the zs:hetic value of blue in its relae 
tion tothe arts, nor the scientific significance of 
blue as the product of six hundred and fifty bi 
lion oscillations of the lu ous ether per second, 
can be compared far interest with the psychology 
of the colour,—with its subjective evolutional history 
as selated to emotion Doubtless in different 
minds the same apparition of Llue will excite vary 
ing degrees of sensation,and set in motion, through 

al of empirical association, very different 
s of thought. Vet allowing for this psyclolo- 
gical variety, there can Le no question that the 
ht of the colour evokes in the genera/ mind one 
quality of pleasusable leeling,—a vi 
cious thrill,a tone of emotional activity unmisy 
takably related to the higher zones of sentiency 

aginati 

my own case the spectacle of pure lucent 
blue has always been accompanied by a feeling of 
vague delight, more or less strong according to the 
luminous intensity of the colow. And in one expe- 
rience of travel—sailing to the American tro 

























































© ue jewels, blue eye 


bine flowers delight ; but in there 
the colour secompanies transpar ft 
Jess because of, the incongruit) 

aie [o sbyble i 











Imag.ne nothing much more atrocious 
of bad taste. 
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pics—this feeling became an ecstasy. ‘That was 
when I beheld for the first time the grandest vision 
of blue in this world, the glory of the Gulf Stream + 
a magical splendour that made me doubt the 
evidence of my own sensesy—a flaming azure 
that looked as if the skies of ten thousand 
million summers had been melted into pure fluid 
colour for the making of it. And the captain of the 
ship that was bearing me into eternal summer 
leaned over the rail with mes; and we both 
watched the marvellous sea for a long time 
in silence. Then he sai 

* Fifteen years ago I took my wile with me on this 
trip—just. after we were maitied it was—-and she 
wondered at the water. She asked me to get her 
asilk dress of the very same colour. I tied in ever 

but [never could get just what 
chance took metoCanton. [ went 
ilk-shops day after day, look- 
ing for that silk : it wasu’t easy to find ; but I did 
get it at last, Wasn’t she glad, though, when I 
brought it home to her! She’s got it yet.” 

Still betimes in sleep I find myself sailing south 
again over the wonder of that dazzling surging 
azure; and the dream shifts suddenly across the 
world; and I wander with some grey, smiling man 
through grotesque narrow Chinese streets,—vainly 
seeking a sille of the blue of the Gulf Stream. And 
it was this haunting memory of tropic days that 
first impelled me to think about the reason of the 
delight inspired by the colour, 

Possibly the wave of emotional feeling followin 
upon a glorious vision of blue is more complex than 
the feeling aroused by any display of any other 
pure colour: .at all events itis higher as to the 
quality of its complexity. For the ideational ele 
ments blended in it comprise not a few of the 
noblest,=-not a few of those which eter also into 
the making of Cosmic Emotion. 

Being the seeming colour of the ghost of ont 
planet,—the breath of the life of the world,—blue 
is the colour-apparent of the enormity of day and 
the tremendous eternity of wight, So the sensa- 
tion of blue probably makes appeal to the id 
Altitude, Profundity, Vastness. Also to the idea 
of Space-in-Time ! for blue is the tint of distance, 
of dimness, of vagueness, Also to the idea of 
Moti: r blue is the colour of Vi and of 
Apparition, Vale and peak and coast and pro- 
montory turn blue as we depart from them; and 
again out of blue grow and define for us as we re- 
turn to them, And the mass of inherited emotio 
bestirred by the sensation of the colour must include 
feelings relating to countless ancestral experiences 
of change,—to innumerable separations not less 
than to innumerable reunions, 

But whatever elements of sadness survive there, 
they are dominated by others related to ideas ol 
























































Warmth and Joy and Summer,—to all the happi-]; 


ness of dead lmmanity in the light of cloudless 
days. The feeling of Llue is always a feeling of 
gladness, Blue speaks to us of the dead and of 
the gods, but uever of their awfulness. Gloom, 
not the splendour of light, is associated for us with 
of wrath, whether of ghosts or gods. 

Now remembering that blue is the colour of the 
thought of the divine,—the colour of the modern 
idea of God,—the colour pautheistic—ihe colour 
ethical, thrilling deepest into those structures of 
mind to which belong our feelings of justice and 
reverence and duty and unselfishness,—one may 
well ask why the tone of the emotion which 
it calls into play should be gladsome tather than 
serious. Could this mean that the merely 
sensuous experience of past humanity in th 
pleasure of luminous days,—experience transmit 
ted to each of us as composite memory,—is power. 
ful enough to dominate all ethical feeling related 
lo the sensation of the colour, for the simple reason 
that the former inherited feeling is vastly older, and 
therefore more voluminous than the latter? Or 
does the fact lend support to the ancient metaphy 
ical theory of some eternal relation between ethic 
nd zsthetic sentimemt—between the perception 
of beauty objective, and the recognition of beauty 

abjective—between the divine meaning of loveli- 
ness as outward visible faci, and the divine mean- 
ing of loveliness as inward moral charm? 

not suggested by 
either ingw venture the fo'lowing very plain 
explanation :—* All moral pulsations in the wave 
of inherited feeling which respond to the impress 
sion of blue belong only to the tender and bea 
ful aspects of faith.” 

T venture even to suggest that in this billow of 
pleasurable feeling evoked hy the vision of blue, 
the most voluminous element, and most subtle, is 
in the fullest. ethical meaning of the word, the 
Spiritual, Under the sutface plexus of personal 
sensations and memories euspirically associated 
with the colour, is the transmitted emotionalism(aF 
unnumbered generations: a feeling vag} asyyague 
supersetisual by its ghostliness—-deepet aliu-weitd- 





















































_ Probably the true solution 
y- 


























er than any emotion belonging to the individual 
life. Under the sensuous recognition of blue as 
beauty, quickens the inherited ancestral recogni- 
tion of blue as the hue of heaven and of hope—as 
the colour of that mystical splendour of beautitude 
into which, by the teaching of a thousand: faith 
have passed for ever the sp’ 
the loved, Perhaps all huma: 
Paradises ever imagined—all buried trust in the 
eternal promise of reunion after death—all dead 
dieams of immortal youth and never-ending 
bliss—may somehow revive for us, more or less 
faintly, in this theill of the delight of azure, Per- 
haps, even as through the wondrous jewel 
radiance of the Tropic Stream pass undulations 
from the vaster deep, with their fu 
foam, their sobbings and whisperings— 
through the emotion evoked by the vision of 
luminous blue there may quiver somehow back 
to us out of the [nfinite—multitudinous like the 
billions of ether-shiverings that make the blu 
sensation of a moment—something of all the aspi- 
rations of the ancient faiths, and the glory of the 
myriads of the vanished gods, and the passion 
nd the beauty of all the prayers ever uttered by 
lips of man. 
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The Meijt-hydron has undergone a trani 
formation and assumed a new name, It has 
been amalgamated with a little-known maga- 
zine called the Zaihelyd-hydron and has come 
out under the title of the FRYKRERR Chagwai- 
jiron. The first number, issued on January 
Ist, contains among other articles an inter 
ing accountof the progre: oy thought in China, 
The title of the article is (2) 
Bungaku Kakushin no ae am Hohe 
Literary Reform). The writer furnishes « 
number of quotations from Chinese public: 
tions in support of | rtions. The follo 
ing are the facts he gives, briefly stated, Since 











‘| the war the number of newspapers published 





has largely increased in every part of China, and 
the opinions advocated in the various organs ai 
almost without exception in favour of China’ 
in the footsteps of Japan in he 
Western Civili The cours 
commended in some quarte e 
should study Japanese, in order to be able to 
make use of the numerous translations of fo- 
reign works circulating in this country, a task 
which with their knowledge of the meaning of 
the ideographs would be comparatively easy to 
them. The schools which have been opened 
for teaching Japanese are crowded with pupils, 

ly. ‘a has hitherto re- 


























garded Jap child and a pupil; it ix now 
treating her as a grown up man and a teacher, 
and all this is the result of the late war. 
. 
ae 


A new educational magazine has come into 
existence called the Kyoiku Fikken kai (The 
World of Practical Education). The object 
of the new organ is to collect and publish the 
experience of men actually engaged in teaching 
rather than to discuss educational theories, 

The Hakubunkan announces the publication 
ofan encyclopaedic work of reference on Japan- 
ese subjects entitled Zeékoku Ayakkwa-sensho, 
which is to consist of 100 volumes, each volume 
to cover about 330 pages. The price will be 35 
sen of 50 sen per volume according to binding. 
Though the title of the work would indicate 
that an actual encylopsedia is in contempla 
tion, the announcement of the publishing firm 
indicates that the idea of the projectors ia only 
to collect and publish treatises on every branch 
of knowledge, and the whole work will have no 
unity whatever, The first volume has been pre- 
pared by Mr. Takayama Rinjitd, the editor of 
the Zatyd, and is entitled Sekai bummeishi (A 
History of the World's Civilisation). The book 
is divided into 15 chapters, and treats of the 
literature, politics, religion, and philosophy of 
the West from early ages down to the time of 
the French Revolution. 











A similiar work to the above, previously men- 
tioned in these columns, the SB HAR Shinsen 
hyakushu, is making vapid progress. The fol- 














igwingyvolumes have already been issued of 
are_about to appear: Vol. I. ‘ Questions of 
Pililosoph} and their Anawers,” price 15 sen. 
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Vol, IL“ Tapanese on the Sea,” price 30 sen, 
Vol. ILI. * Occupations for Women,” price 30 





sen. Vol. 1V. “The Ten Great Religions of 
the World,” price 20 sen, Vol. V. ‘ Genius.” 
Vol. VI, “The General Assimilative power of 
the Japanese.” Vol. VII, “ Vapours in Japan.” 
Vol. VIII. “ Poetry and Prose.” The last three 
Volumes will appear in February, March and 
April respectively. The works are for sale at 
the Fukyiis Golaku-ch6. Nihonbashi, Toky6. 





ae 

The January number of the 7eikoku Bungaku 
contains some excellent articles which we have 
no space to notice fully—one by Dr, Takakusu 
Junjird, the distinguished pupil of Professor Max 
Miller, on ‘‘ the Position of Woman in Ancient 
Literature ”; one on “the Roman Catholics and 
the Revival of Literature and Art” by Mr. Taka- 
yama Rinjird; and another by Mr. Ueda Mannen 
on the pronunciation of words and methods of 
spelling. But what concerns us most is a review 
of the year 1897, given among miscellaneous 
items, which has evidently been prepared with 
great care, and which not only treats of literature 
but of art, the stage, and music. We give the 
gist of the article in as short a form as possible. 

(1) Prevaiinc Ipgas.—Among these the 
notions that have clustered around or derived 
significance from the “ Nippon Shugi” move- 
ment are certainly the most prominent, We 
cannot but regard that movement as retrograde, 
and hence we take rank among those who oppose 
it tooth and nail. Reduced toits final elements, 
it is nothing but au attempt to check the pro- 
gress which civilisation has been making for the 
last thirty years. 

(2) Fiction.—The most productive and 
successful year as regards this class of 
literature was 1896. Last year there was 
a distinct falling off. In 1896 there was 
immense competition, resulting in the expulsion 
from the field of a host of inferior writers, Con- 
sequently the men who were left rested on their 
oare and produced little that was original, 
‘Then last year the blending of the realistic and 
‘the fanciful or ideal styles which was brought 
about by the influence of the Waseda Eclectic 
School had the effect of removing all the flavour 
from works of fiction, of rendering them 
colourless and characterless, There has been 
a cry for novels of the wilty kind and for works 
designed to illustrate and enforce fixed ideas, 
but in each case the response has been poor. 

(3) New Sryte Versrs—In no year has 
so much been written on this subject in all the 
Magazines, Though the verses that have 
appeared are a marked improvement on the 
compositions of two or three years ago, this 
class of literature is still in its infancy, It is 
not imperfection in form that strikes us as 
much as an absence of poetic passion and 
poetic ideas. Without the latter nothing very 
striking, can ever be accomplished in this 
department, 

(4) Taanstation.—The number of transla- 
tions that appeared during the year under review 
was large. Mr. Tsubouchi Shéy6 still continues 
to concentrate his attention on English litera. 
ture. Among other works he has given us 
translations of ‘ Hamlet” and ‘ Macbeth,” 
Ogai's (Mori's) translations are extremely well 
done, but the amount of work of this kind that 
he gets through is very limited. During the year 
the Hage-a/ama and one other book are all that 
he has published. Mr. Fukuchi Ochi attempted 
the reproduction of Hugo's Les Misérables; 
buat the latter part of his work was by no means 
ful. Mr, Hasegawa’s translations of 
novels which have appeared in the 
d Miss Osada Keiko's rendering of 
e's Grasi¢lla are specially worthy of 

Miss Koganei Mikiko's Kokoro- 

























mention, 
sukush# shows signs of great labour and is most 


creditable to the authoress. Mr, Uchida’s 
translations of comedy in the Zaiyd and the 
reproductions of Zola that have appeared in the 
Bunge? Kurabu, the translations of Mr. Imano 
Guk6 inthe Shinshdsefsu, and the renderings 
of the late Mrs, Iwamoto are worthy of mention. 





As a whole, however, there is not very 
gratifying about the work that ha nye 
» the translation lines J Hts Titattel nt! 


and lacking in thoroughness in not a few cases. 

(5) Tue Stace.—Regarded from a literary 
standpoint the dramas thal have been published 
during the year are very poor, wanting in the 
refinement and style which would entitle them 
to a place among permanent literature. 

(6) Yamato-Bun.—Books written in purely 
native style are few and far between 
The taste for this class of literature se 
rapidly disappearing under prevailing influences 
of various kinds, so that it is not surpi 
that liule is undertaken in this line, 

(7) SHort Varszs.—The class of composi- 
tion known as /anka expresses the thoughts of 
conservative minds and is essentially retrospec- 
tive rather than progressive. In these verses no 
new ideas are expressed. Any attempt to re 
model them would result in their abolition, 

(8) Booxs written 1n CHinass Stycr.— 
At the present time the men who are best 
versed in Chinese literature are old and lack- 
ing in the abili e the best of their know- 
ledge by classilying it in modern fashion. The 
younger men who have studied Chinese litera- 
ture to a certain extent are not in possession of 
the necessary grasp of the subject to allow of 
their system: 
works of considerable size. appeared last year, 
whose object it was to facilitate the sindy 
of Chinese literature, the Senshin (5E38) 
Bungaku and the Shina bungaku-shi, The 
first of these is dictalorial in style. There is too 
much of the opinion of the author and too little 
quotation of authorities for that opinion. The 
second work shows an absence of some of the 
essential characteristics of a book aspiring to 
be called a history of literature. ‘Then there 
are the Shina-bungaku-saiks (KB) and the 
FOAM, Todairiku-singsden which ap- 
peared during the year, but neither of these 
merits praise.* The society whose chief object 
is the investigation of Chinese literature, the 
Téagakkai, though founded with a great 
flourish of trampets, h hown little sign of life 
for many months past. 

(9) Cutngse Vurses.—This class of writ- 
ing is rapidly declining, as is abundantly 
shown by the number of trashy lines pen- 
ned by obscure individuals that appear in the 
magazines month after month. 

(10) Comic Varses.—What are known as 
hathat or hokku have been revived during 1 
yorr and seem destined to become popular 
again. Several collections of considerable 
merit were given to the public last year. 

(11) History anp BroGraray.—T'he number 
of books that have appeared during the year on 
these subjects is very large. [he histories have 
been mosily confined to the Tokugawa and 
Ashikagawa eras, The materials for dealing 
with the history of the middle ages and of 
earlier periods are very ac and this donbt- 
less accounts for the fewness of the writers on 
the events of those times, Our best biographers 
are beginning to realise that in order to give a 
vivid account of the life of an individual it is 
necessary to be well versed in the history of the 
age in which he lived. 

(11) Fine Art.—The contest between the 
old and new schools ofart has never been more 
keen than during the year that is past. What 
will be the final result of the experimenting now 
going on itis difficult to foresee. There has 
been much that is unseemly and unphilosophi- 
cal in the conflict, Both schools are lacking 
in moderation. 

(13) Musrc.—The almost universal indiffer- 
ence to foreign music has for a long time bean 
most evident, Last year was no exception to 
preceding years. The efforts put forth some 
ten years ago to cultivate a taste for foreign 
music have left little trace anywhere. It is 
quite plain that we ate not a musical people. 
Our native music makes no progress and is al- 
together out of touch with the thoughts and feel- 
ings of modem Japanese. The schools of 
music founded some years ago directly they 
were left to the management of Japanese began 
to decline and all that is visible now is a handful 












































te works have been noticed in former 
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of enthusiasts trying to make an impression 
upon a stolidly indifferent nation. 

The review which we have briefly summatis- 
ed covers 38 pages in the Zetkoku-bungaku 
and constitutes a valuable record of the literary 


history of the year 1897. 


ane 


The Kysiku-jiron reports a speech made by 
Mr. Kinoshita, the President of the Kydto 
University, at the Kyd:0 Education Society's 
mecting held a short time ago, on the work of 
the University. The Colleges which have com- 
menced work are the Science and Engineering 
Colleges only, and even in these only a few of 
the subjects have been begun. Among them 
Civil Engineering and Mechanical Engineering 
occupy a prominent place. The demand for 
civil and mechanical engineers has increased so 
rapidly in the last two years that the Tokyd 
University has been unable to supply it. In 
order to provide teachers for the three Depart- 
ments yet to be started—the Law, Literature, 
and Medical Depariments—promising men 
have been sent abroadto study. Up to the end 
jast year the number of students despatched 
for this purpose amounted to 30, and it is con- 
templated to send 20 more during the present 
year. 


ae 

The Xydiku-Firon has collected and pub- 
lished the views of I leading statesmen and 
others on the educational policy which should 
be adopted at the present juncture; of which 
we furnish the following epitome. Marquis Iis's 
views, which head the list, were given in the 

Jigious Summary, and have been already 
discussed in the leading columns of this jour- 
nal. Count Soyejima expresses great dissa’ 
faction with the educational policy hitherto p 
sued, whose chief fault has b exce 
laxity or excessive strictn The fuss that ie 
being made over mixed residence and the 
danger arising from closer contact with foreign- 
ere does great harm, and may, if not watched, 
result in producing fanatics of the a: type, 

Count Okuma disapproves of any relaxation 
of the law in reference to education. Every child 
in the land should be forced to go to school. 
The danger to a nation arising from the ex: 
tence of a number of ignorant persons is con- 
stantly illustrated in Chi Our educational 
policy should be based on cosmopolitanism and 
should in no way encourage the spirit of aggres- 
sion which is so rife in some quarters to-day. 
Viscount Watanabe dwells on the low: f 
the salaries of teachers in elementary schools, 
which are no better than the wages of jinrikisha 
men and J¢//3. Mr, Otori Keisuke 
moral education, and in doing « 
the national characteri: 
takes to be candour and i 
gallantry or chivalry, patriotism, sharpness of 
wits, (rugality and love of simplicity, a nervous 
organization qualifying for delicate operatione 
and workmanship, impetnosity, precipitancy, 
lack of perseverance, love of cleanliness, fickle. 

8, great emotionalism, love of merriment, 
light-heartedneas, noisiness of speech, ay ab 
sence of affability and cordiality and an absence 
of magnanimity, @ deficiency in address—the 
art of salutation, &c.—unskilfulness of speech— 
and high development of the rational powers 
in the matter of politics. There is no country 
in the world, says Mr. Otori, where young boys 
talk politics as they do in Japan, 

In addition to the above the views of Mr, 
Kurokawa Shinrai on the education of the past 
and those of several other well-known men are 
given. 
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An historical work of reference entitled the 
BA EB Kotusti benran, has been com- 
piled by three post graduates of the University, 
Messrs. Shigeta Sadukazu, Nakamura Toku- 
gord, and Nakagawa Masanobu. It covers 600 
Pagesand sells at t yen 50 sen per copy at the 
Fukyi sha, The arrangement of the work is 
said to be very good and foreign chronological 
tablesas well as maps are appended. 
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The /dyéleftupaku, {urnishes an epitome 
Ok the ladires's on_t!Mie) Ethics of the Fu- 
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ture” given -by Dr. Nakajima Rikizd at the 
Confucius Memorial Ceremony held some 
weeks ago, the gist of which can be stated in a 
few words. According to Dr. Nakajima, the 
central principle of Greek ethics, which was 
the basis of European ethics in ancient tim 
was the welfare of society, and that of CI 
tianity was humanity. These two systems 
capable of being amalgamated. The recon- 
ciliation of Egoism and Altruism, of Stoicism 
and Epicareanism is also possible, says Dr. 
Nakajima, The course recommended to his 
fellow-countrymen by Professor Nakajima is to 
choose the best out of the ethical systems of the 
ancients and erect a new structure—a course 
which is not likely to be adopted under existing 
cir stances, The Nihon Shugi, after its 
fashion, describes the address as 28 J JL Jp 
mm i. Heihet-bonion Chimpu Kiwamaru,“ as 
reaching the me plus ulira of the common 
place and the fusty.” 
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Mr. Takahashi Gord hae launched out in 
anew enterpriso. He has become the editor of 
a Magazine called the K Hh A Zenchijin, 
the first number of which has recently appeaied, 
the Sansaisha, Ginza, being the publishers, 
Judging from the remarks made in the opening 
number the new publication aims at becoming 
a first-class organ ; and at representing in a way 
that has never hitherto been done all shades of 
public opinion, In size and general get-up it 
ranks with the Zaiyd, the Sedai-no-Nihon, aud 
the Xokumin-no tomo; like these it has gone in 
for illustrations, The contributors to the first 
number are well-known men, and it is stated 
that articles on religious subjects have been pro- 
J by Missionaries. Politica are evidently to 
receive a large e of attention. Connt It 
gaki, Mr. Oi Kentard, Mr. Shiro Sontard, and » 
number of other prominent men have all ex- 
pressed their views on the questions of the day, 
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The Sekas-no-Nihon, commenting on the 
literature of 1897, says that on the whole it has 
been of a most ephemeral type, the principal 
writers spending their time over noveleties or 
articles for magazines or newspapers. Some of 
the writing, says the organ we are quoting, has 
become very slipshod and ungrammatical, the 
eda school of writers being great transgres. 
in this matter, The “Nippon Shugi 
excitement, add Sehai-no-Nehon, ias re- 
sulted in the publication of a good deal of in 
ous matter, which in country schools is fan: 
the flame of anti-foreign iment, This 
jas the way to manufacture men of the type of 

‘suda Sanzé and Koyama Rokunosuke (the 
two well-known would-be assassins). 


ae 


The subject of sociology is attracting 
creased aitention in Japan. Mr. Tajima Kinji 
has just published an interesting work on this 
topic called = Néhongenjt-no Shatai-mond. 
“On Society in Japan atthe Present Ti 
which gives the results of recent investigations. 
Numerous short treatises on sociological sub- 
jects have appeared from time to time. There 
are the Shakaigaku-no-Genri by ProfessorTo 
yama,the Shakai Shinkwa-ron,by Mr. Ariga, the 
Shakai Seisaku (BH) by Mr. Kanayo, and afew 
essays on the labour question, Then there exists 
the Shakai Zasshi, a magazine whose object it 
is to discuss social questions, and a society 
called the Shakai-Mondai Kenkyu-Kai.” 
Mr. Tajima’s new work is a long way aliead of all 
these efforts. According to the reviews itisthe 
first book that has been published on this topic 
which has any pretensions to thoroughness, It 
brings out prominently the distinctive features of 
modern society as compared with the society 
of the pre-Afe: , and for purposes of 
comparison gives a minute account of the state 
of society in Europe and of the sociological 
principles which are emphasized by leading 
writerson this subject in the West. Theinflaence 
of Christianity on society is traced, but Buddhism 
and Shint6are leftout of account, which, says the 


Nehonjin, is much to be regrejsted, a8 theyyhave 
undoubtedly done much (o m: sag ie 
its present shape. “Mr. ‘Paj boo) 8 
































































360 pages and is for sale at 70 sen per copy at 
the Tokwadé, Imagawa K6ji, Kanda, Tokyo. 
° 


Last month we epitomised the views of an 
“ Outsider” on art, which appeared in the 7 aiys. 

‘he title in Japanese given to the article in the 
Zaiyé was Bijutsu Kyohugas-kan. Imitating the 
title, the Waseda Bungadu has published critic- 
isms on current literature under the heading of 
Bungaku Kyokugai-kan (Views on Literature by 
Outsiders), from which we extract the following 
observations, allowing each writer to speak for 
hi 












IF, 

Mr. Ucurmura Kanzd.—The two great 
sources of literature are the feeling of joy and 
the feeling of sadness. Of the former Japanese 
have none. The latter they possess toa limited 
extent, The consequence is that the prevailing 
tone of their literature is pessimistic. Having 
no deep and decided views regarding the nature 
of man, it is impossible tor our literary men to 
produce a great work. 

Mr. Mixami Sanjt.—Modern fiction is too 
exclusively occupied with the subject of love. 
‘The area from which writers draw their mate- 
rials is far too limi There are those who 
atlemptto utilise history, science, and wit in 
their romances, but they have made a poor show. 

Mr. Kangxo Kentard.—The functions of 
modern literature may be said to be three. It 
has to arrange and preserve the records of the 
past that have been transmited. It has to record 
the passing events of the age in which we live. It 
has to open up the way for future progress. 
Modern fiction is wanting in originality, It is 
foreign fiction slightly transformed and modi- 
fied. The Ukifune that has been appearing 
in the Asahi Shimbun is Hamlet” remodel 
led. The original sources of most of the works 
that cause a sensation when they are published 
may be easily found. What a rich field of 
material do the various changes of the Meijt 
era furnish for narrative and illustration! How 
is it that there is no one of sufficient originality 
to make use of this material? 

Mr. Tocawa Zanxa.—When I think of the 
character of our modern fiction I confess to a 
feeling of utter disgust. There is all the differ- 
ence in the world between “love ”in the foreign 
novel and the Japanese Kos, and it is this dif- 
ference that gives elevation and superiouity to 
the one which is not possessed by the other 
The intercourse of men and women in the west 
is something entirely different from what we are 
accustomed to in this country. We have head 


























and places of assignation and should like to 
know ‘something about the men and women 
who assemble at such places asthe Imperial 
Hotel, about the leaders of society, whether they 
be statesmen, missiona merchants, or what 





in. | not. 


Mr. Ontsa1 Sauxu—Most of the novels of 
the present day are written in the upper storics 
of lodging-houses by mere students. This ac- 
counts for the sameness which constilutes one 
of their leading features. The most noted of 
modern novelists is Rohan, I+ is to be hoped 
that after a while this gifted writer will turn his 
hand to social subjects and endeavour to show 
up some of the injustice which characterises 
prevailing customs and habits. There is im- 
mense scope for a clever satirist in this line, 

. 


Paar 

The Shigaku Zasshi (Historical Magazine) 
shows marked improvement, The number be- 
fore us contains a number of useful articles, 
among them one by Dr. Hoshino on “ The 
numerous mistakes to be found in the Heike 
Monogatari and the Gempei-Seisuské ;” one by 
Mr. Uchida Ginz6 on “ The Hissory of Politi 
cal Economy,” and another by Mr. Yoshida 
Tégo on Local names and the changes they 
undergo.” Among the miscellaneous items ap- 
pearing in the Shigaku Zasshi one has reference 
to the increase of population in the large cities 
of the empire, which the writer takes to bear a 
uship to the progress of civilisation, the 
tendency of an advancing people being to as- 
semble in large tow In Iemitsu's time fin 
A.D, 1630) there were 35,419 houses in Kydto, 
which, allowing four persons ({hi| ¢ack 




















nough about the women to be met in tea houses} (U. 


would give a population of 141,676. The pre- 
sent population is set down at 300,000. Ia 
1693 A.D. the population of Tokyo was 35 3.582. 
It is now about 2 millions. 


* 
a7 

In 207 of the Kyoiku Kshs Dr. Katé passes 
some severe strictures on the present system of 
teaching in the Higher and Middle Schools, 
as well as in elementary schools. -He says that 
nambers of useless things are taught and that 
sufficient attention is not paid to grounding in 
subjects in which every lad ought to be versed. 
The text-books used are in many instances 
unsuitable, Their compilers seem to have 
thought more of showing their own capabilities 
than of furnishing the information required by 
students. The Mombushé has hitherto gone 
on the principle of keeping out of their schools 
all books that might prove harmful. This is a 
purely negative policy and does not go far 
enough. Surely the Department ought to adopt 
a positive policy and establish a standard for 
text-books. In the matter of general education 
Dr. Katé thinks that more simple methods of 
instruction should be adopted. It is unneces- 
sary to trouble the pupil with numerous details 
which will soon be forgotten. In the matter of 
morality Dr. Kat6 is of opinion that much care 
should be exercised in the choice of teachers 
and that considerable power should be given to 
the Directors of schools to deal with cases of im- 
morality. Ethical teaching should not be con- 
fined to exalting filial piety and loyalty to a rank 
above all other virtues, 














SHIPBUILDING IN FAPAN. 
oe eS 

Commenting upon the present condition of 
the Mitsubishi Dockyard, Nagasaki, the Osaka 
Asahi says that during the latter of last year 
business was somewhat stagnant in the repair 
works, but continued to be as prosperous in 
regard to the construction of vessels as in the 
corresponding period of 1896. The chief em- 
ployés number at present 159, besides ten 
foreigners. Mechanics and coolies employed 
during the period under notice are reported to 
have numbered altogether 420,068 ; the average 
per day being 2,282. Compared with the 
average for the previous term the figures 
show a decrease of 105 per day. The vessels 
already constructed and those now in course of 
construction are as follow :— 
Name of steamer, Classificati n, Ton 
Steel 








Work. 
2,530 Suspended 
6.150 In cons 

6.150 Just beg 








Shinano 











Tsukishima iw. iy 1,540 Ia construction, 
Asakase . Wooden 517 Finishing. 
Uguisu ” 517s 

First Saiyo ips OBO Fe a 


In addition to the above vessels, the construc- 
tion of fifteen special pumps for use in mines, 
sixty tons of cast iron pipes, and other plant 
is being undertaken, During the term under 
review repairs were effected to 107 vessels, of 
which 70 were Japanese and 37 of foreign style. 








CHRISTIANITY IN KOREA. 
—+ 
We read in the Korean Repository that 1897 
was the most successful year Christian pro- 
pagandism ever enjoyed in Koreas. The 
Christian Charch doubled its numbers during 
the twelve months, There are now 5.000 Pro- 
testant converts and 25,000 Roman Catholics ; 
or about one Christian in every 540 of the in- 
habitants, It is alleged that one of the marked 
differences between Christian and Confucii 
households is that the wife-beating, almost uni- 
versal in the latter, is banished from the former. 
Cleanliness also enters with godliness. We 
read, too, that some twenty-five thor Ko- 
reans received medical treatment in Christian 
hospitals during the year. 

















Eight warships, thirty-five merchant steamers, 
three sailing vessels, and three hundred and 





forty-Awdjunks were at anchor in Nagasaki 
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YAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
ag 

The amount of silver and notes exchanged 
since the adoption of gold monometallism 
up to Feb, 17:h wasas follows :—From October 
1 to the end of January, silver pieces exchanged, 
3,645,795 yen; notes, 15,458,085 yen; total 
19,103,880; from February 1 to 17, silver ex- 
changed, 265,841 yen; notes, 3.116.989 yen; 
total, 3.382.530 sea; grand total — silver, 
3,116,636 yen ; notes, 18.574,774 yen, the two 
aggregating 22,486,410 ven. 


The question of opening tea stalls at the 
Paris Exhibition was brought upon the /apss at 
a meeting of the Central Tea Dealers’ Council 
lately in the capital, The programme formulat- 
ed by the committee requires a gross outlay of 
over 1,000,200 yen. It seems thal the tea dealers 
are hardly able to bear such a large amount of 
expense, and it was decided lo present a petition 
to the Government for a subsidy of 700,000 yen. 
The authorities, however, says the Shogyo, can 
hardly be expected to comply with such a peti- 
tion, anda bounty of 20.000 yen will be the 
largest amount obtainable, 








In order to facilitate the adjustment of coin- 
age the Government seems to have resolved to 
shorten the period allowed for exchanging the 
yen piece. Count Inouye, Minister of Finance, 
having completed his investigations, hasarrived 
ai the conclusion that the measure must be re- 
solutely enforced as quickly as possible, In- 
stead of submitting the question to the Diet, 
recourse is to be had to the issue of an Imperial 
Ordinance for shortening the exchange period. 
The Ordinance will, says the Forosu, be issued 
at no distant date, the expiration of the period 
for exchange being fixed not later than the 3cth 
June next. 


Thus the gold exchanged during the four 
months amounted to 22,486,410 yes, of which 
18,570,000 yen were for the conversion of notes. 
Even subtracting from this a sum of 2,446,315 
yen which was received in gold, a balance 
‘of 18,123,685 yen must be considered as having 
been withdrawn from the Treasury. If this 
money were in circulation in the interior there 
could be no cause for complaint. Butas it was 
chiefly transported to Yokohama and Kobe, its 
outflow in consequence of the excess in im- 
ports is inevitable, the daily shipment of gold 
amounting to no less than 200.000 yen. This 
tendency, the Aichi Niché remarks, will never 
cease as long as imports are so overwhelming a 
factor in national trade. 








Scarcity of capital has ever been the weakness 
of fishing enterprise in Japan, says the Afat 
nichi. When, some time ago,a grand meeting 
of the Marine Products Council was held in 
Kobe, one of the members suggested the ne 
cessity of inserting a provision in the Bank 
Regulations extending the privilege of 
loans to marine industry as well as to agriculture, 
Investigations having been made, it was found 
that the issue of loans could only be effected 
on substantial security or on receipt of a bond 
from more than twenty persons who should 
declare themselves responsible for repayment. 
The risks attending marine enterprises are too 
serious in the eyes of bankers to warrant the 
issue of loans on ordinary terms. It was con- 
wently proposed that a fishery bank with 
special privileges and offering particular 
modation to sea-faring men should be or 
A draft of rules with regard to the i 
was drawn up for presentation to the Diet. 











Count Inonye’s programme, which was cau- 
tiously withheld from the public on the plea 
that it was still ander consideration, seems to 
have been decided at last, Ata Cabinet meet- 
ing recently held the new policy, the Vorosu 
states, secured the unanimous approval of the 
Ministers, and the various Departments are 
being asked to prepare the supplementary 
budgets of expenditure. The administrative 
expenditure in each Department is to be con- 





naval expenditures the “ ten year” programme 
as formulated by the last Cabinet will be pursued 
for the time being, the funds required for the 318t 
year being supplied from special sources. The 
scheme for increased taxation is to be suspend- 
ed and the source of revenue deliberated upon 
after the 12th session of the Diet is closed, 
Does the Government, asks the Yorosu, dream 
of being able to secure the country’s future by 
such a temporising policy? No one can accept 
the programme in good faith, No one, we 
(Fapan Mail) may add, can accept the criti 
cism of the Forogu in good faith. 








The ever-growing ‘foreign trade of Japan, 
says the Kogumin, has nacurally had the effect 
of increasing the arrivals of vessels and the accu- 
mulation of cargo in the various ports, and it 
has become necessary to bring in force strict 
regulations in these matters, The Government 
has now resolved to inaugurate a system of 
Harbour Offices. These will first be estab- 
lished in Yokohama, Kobe, and Nagasaki. 





The Nippon Ginku’s augmentation of rates 
of interest is, in this state of affairs, no extra 
ordinary ste Unfortunately Japan is not yel 
cosmopolitan in her financial arrengements and 
the raising of interest by the Central Bank can 
hardly produce as rapid and effectual results 
as are invariably noticeable in European and 
American markets on the adoption of that step 
The effect is slow and gradual. Another 
crease in the rate of interest may reasonably 
be expected on the part of the Bank of Japan 
by March or April. 











With a view to adopting a substantial system of 
currency in Formosa, Count Inouye, Minister 
of Finance, is reported to have held consulta- 
tions with the young Counciliors of the Depart 
ment by whom the necessary investigations have 
been conducted. The chief data are to be 
furnished by Secretary Arai, who was lately 
despatched to the d with that object. 
The question at issue is whether the system 
enforced by the Matsukata Cabinet should 
be continued, or gold monometallism adopted. 
Whether the adoption of a bimetallic system 
exclusively for Formosa is more convenient and 
better fitted tothe wants of the island is a ques- 
tion which demands attention, 








The Fiji recently remarked that while all 
other Japanese enterprises are steadily pro- 
gressing the postal system shows lamentable 
signs of decline, The same paper now prints 
a table showing that the number of accidents 
happening to mail matter increases annually :— 











Mairs. 

Year, Stolen. Drupjed. Lost. Cast away. Conce led 
1,588... BO4.0. 45 ee: 52e0. 5.728 
1,287... 340... 5) «31387 
Sit... 1,069. 4 1 5.243 
15.4. 278.6 7 1 ngs 

580... 30. + 2,219 
271... 68. 758 
414-39) 1,259 
4,398... . 2,220 
The amount of mail mauer trebled between 


they ears 1887 and 1896; but robberies increased 
eight-fold, while the figures relating to other ac 
cidents are scarcely less significant. This must 
be attributed in great measuse to laxiy of 
regulations, and the small pay and bad weatment 
of post boys. 


Specie, remarks the Asppon, began to flow 





.Jontof the country in November last, and the 






total subsequently shipped abroad reaches 
sixteen million yen,—3.500000 yen in Nov. 
ember, 5,800,000 yen in December, and 


6,800,000 yew in Januaty, These sums were 
not wholly employed in payment for imports, 
a portion of them being appropriated to the ex- 
change of silver, It is said that the ouflow of 
gold and silver for this month is to be compen- 
sated by bringing from London the balance of 
the sale of bonds, amounting to a little over 
one million yen. Thisis, however, amere tem 
porising scheme and the tendency to excess in 
imports is not likely to change for some time. 











siderably decreased, and steps are to be 
as far as possible to [@ialgamate thQ vagi 


Sections or Bureaux. As for the miliary and! 


Thi half of every year is, as a rule 
ct zed by a scarcity of articles for expor! 
yetCtQe imports under contract, chiefly cottoa 








and machines, amount to a very large sum. 
The failure of the rice crop last year still 
necessitates the purchase of foreign cereals to 
the amount of several millions of kokw. The 
new Customs Tariff will become operative in 
October next. Imports for the first six months 
of this year will, from these circumstances, be 
as abundant as they were in America last March 
or April. An exodus of specie, reduction in 
reserves, and tightening of the money market 
will be the inevitable result. 


Baron Suyematsu, Minister of Communica- 
tions, is reported by the Zokyo Asahi to have 
ued the following pri structions to the 
Superintendents of the First Class Post and 
Telegraph Offices throughout the empire :— 
Now that machinety for communications has 
considerably expanded, business must be con- 
ducted with the utmost assiduity and discretion. 
The secrecy of correspondence being gi 
teed by the Constitution, each officer must strict- 
ly deserve that principle, Employés must 
behavecivilly to the public, and must not identify 
themselves with any political party. 




















The jealousy of Americans against the grow- 
ing Japanese trade in the United States has 
made ilself apparent, says the 7otyo Asahi, in 














| vailed upon the inspectors to 


the import of Japanese oranges. The orange 
dealers in California, attempting lo prevent com- 
petition on the part of the Jap; 









regulations against fruit coming from Japan, 
All oranges bearing the eggs of parasites are to 
be rejected, and others on which microbes 
are found are to be steamed, The California 
oranges, with their thick crust, are strong 
enough to sustain such an ordeal ; but the Japau- 
ese oranges, whose outer tissue is thin and 
weak, are likely to be greatly deteriorated. Con- 
sul Saito has failed to get the restriction remov- 
ed, and he advises dealers to brush the oranges 
cleanly, one by one, before they are wrapped in 
paper for export. He further suggests that a 
certain amount of money should be reserved 
“for the purpose of opening and consolidating 
social intercourse with the inspectors referred 
to.” A charming tribute this to the incorrupti- 
bility of American officials. 











Some of the emigrants to Hawaii appear to 
have succeeded in obtaining from the Headmen 
of their city, town, or village, certificates for 
women whom they fraudulently pretend to 
be their wives, These women have invariably 
proved a source of trouble, confusion, and 
disorder on every voyage, while on their arrival 
elopemeut, separation, and other complica- 
tions occur. Measures are necessary against 
some of the municipal Headmen who seem 
to have issued these certificates knowing 
them to be fraudulent, Among the labourers 
recently enlisted were students, teachers, 
traders, ex policemen, &c., altogether of poor 
physique and utterly inexperienced in agricul 
tural pursuit: Since the late protest by the 
Hawaiian Government, free emigrants have had 
a difficulty in landing there, and in consequence 
they effect the passage under cover of a tempor- 
ary contract with the Emigration Companies. 
‘As soon, however, as they arrive they endeavot 
to annal the contract and to engage in business 
on their own account. If they are compelled 
to pursue agricultural work, the labour proves 
tod onerous for them, and they soon find a pre- 
text for refusing duty. The fault lies in many 
respects with the over-zealous agents of the 
companies, who mislead intending emigrants 
with promises and false representations. The 
Government, the Osaka Asahi thinks, should 
look into the matter. 




















Japan as a whole abounds in excellent sea 
ports, remarks the Zo&yo Asahi, but the coast 
north of Tsuruga, facing the Japan Sea, and the 
southern Pacific coast are ulterly wanting in 
toral harbours, The facilities of communication 
being thus extremely small, the development of 
the productive powers of those districts is con- 











siderably obsuiwated.o(These facts are appar- 
vy so-s~he-euthorities, who kaye spared no pain 
wn Sonstrcti ng’ 'the-‘portoP Nobiru, as a 
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prelude to a programme of development. ‘Their 
efforts, however, failed; and they next turned 
their exertions to the building of Matsushima 
port, The demand for harbours became 
more and more clamorous, but as the enter- 
prise requires an outlay of several millious of 
yen and many years’ labour it is well to pause 
before embarking on it. Ofunato, in Kesen, 
Iwate, has a gulf sheltered fromthe sea, and is 
surrounded for several miles by mountains. 
This gulf is spacious, with a depth of eight or 
, Which renders it possible for 
as the Pujé and Fashima, to 
safety at anchor. The port, however, 
Deing regarded as comparatively unimpor- 
tant for commerce, has failed to attract the 
notice of the public. In its vicinity 
in the neighbourhood of which are numero: 
iron mines, which, however, have been neglect- 
ed owing (o the want of means of transport. If 
the main line of the Japan Railway Company 
be extended to the place through Kesennuma 
the mines could be developed into a source of 
immeuse wealth to the nation at large. 























According to the ‘i, the bullion purchased 
by the Bank of Japan last year amounted 
to 90,755,473 yen, while sales aggregated 
171,169,133 yen. These figures, compared with 
the previous year, show a decrease of 12,413,990 
yen in purchases and an increase of 140,449,267 
yen in sales. The stock in hand at the end of 
last year was 33,605,919 yen. The bullion at 
present in stock is composed as follows: 
Gold bullion in bar, 52,440,328 momme, 
valned at 25.373.514 yen; English gold coins, 
8,259 pounds, valued at 78,123 ven ; American 
gold coins, 523,376 dollars, equivalent to 
1,046,753 yen ; old coins, 3,795,074 ren valued 
at 9,831,132 yen; gold bullion containing silver, 
valued at 48,150 yen; gold contained in other 
old coins, 213.672 yen, silver bullion, 14,573 
yen. Compared with the figures for the previous 
year a decrease of 57,601,039 ye is noticeable 
in gold and of 22,811,720 yen in silver bullion. 
So considerable a diminution in gold and silver 
bailion is attributable to the repayment of 
deposits from the Government and to the com- 
pletion of the operation of minting a portion 
of the latter into one yen silver. ‘ihe alteration 
of the Coinage System has also contributed to 
the reduction, 














A petition presented by the Spinning Com. 

of Tapan for special ai ce from the 
ce Depaitment was, according to the 
Chuo, lately granted. On the 15th instant 
contracts were entered into between the Pre: 
dent of the Specie Bank aud the delegates of 
the Spinning Guild, in the following term: 
(1) The Specie Bank shall issue through its 
agencies in Shanghai and Hongkong loans to 
a member or members of the Guild at those 
two places, on the securily of cotton yarns, to 
the amount of ros of the market value when 














20's are quoted at less than 77 taels in Shanghai |; 


and at $101 in Hongkong, or al the rate of 775 
of the value when quotations are below the 
figures mentioned. (2) The rate of intere: 
shall be six percent. per annum and the period 
of loan six months. (3) The amount of ex- 
change bills shall be determined by taking into 
consideration the market value of yarns in 
recognised by the Specie Bank, to which 
the expenses for transport are added, the rate 
being fixed at ys when the calculation stands 
at less than 93 yet and at ys when it is above 
this figure. (Note.—If the Specie Bank deems 
that the consignees to whom exchange bills are 
issued are rich enough to pay the difference 
converting the bills into loans, special allow- 
ance may be made in the amount of exchange.) 
(4) When any member of the Guild has und 

taken the export of ya without previously 
entering into a contract with the Specie Bank for 
an order of exchange, and has applied for a 
Joan on the security of those yarns, the Bank 
question may comply with the request in cases 
only where the agent for such a member may 
be fully trusted. (5) This stipulation shail 
expire on the 318t December of the 31st year of 
Meiji, and the loans issued ii ordance the: 
with must therefore be repai 



























" |Minister of Finance, has, 














(Note.—Alteration, however, may be made 
according tothe convenience of the Government.) 


There are two or three other p-ovisions. ‘I'he 
loan is limited to three million yen and 
exchange hills are payable at ten days’ 


sight, with three days’ grace for collection. 


A representative of the AsaAi lately had an 
interview with Mr. Shibusawa, who is reported 
to have made the following remarks on the aub- 
ject of the introduction of foreign capital :— 
If the present decline of the economic 
world be really attribucable to want of capi- 
tal, the utilization of foreign funds at low rates 
of interest should be immediately adopted as 
the best means of redress. Count Inouye, 

ince his entry into 
the Cabinet, been strenuously engaged 
making investigations as to the means for ame- 
liorating the depressed condition of the econo 
mic market. The practical business communi.y 
has shown its sympathy in this direction, 
and it may confidently be expected that 
the Miuister’s schemes for the reform of 
finance will be strictly in accordance with 
the wishes of the leading merchants in the 
capital. It is advisable that the raising o 
loans abroad shall be quickly undertaken as a 
Government enterprise in the interests of the 
country, 8o that redemption of domestic 
loans may be effected. Apart from these 


























considerations another plan suggests itself. 
The introduction of foreign capital may be 
effected on the credit of private individuals, 
under the guarantee of the Bank of Japan, 


» the 
ions 
a law aiill exists prohibiting foreigners 
from holding shares in Japan, they naturally 
shrink from investing their capital in the country 
without some safeguard for their property. 
This restriction must be quickly and thoroughly 
removed. But when foreign capital has been 
successfully introduced, the utmost discretion 
must be exercised in its appropriation or utili- 
zation, Asa reaction after the long depression 
he economic market, industrial mania may 
quickly follow the introduction of foreign money; 
speculative undertakings may become common 
among the reckless portion of the business 
community, the result being the utter di 
organisation of the financial world. That is the 
only point for serious anxiety on the part of 
Government and people. To avert the peril, it 
is advisable that foreign capital should be 
procured, not in one sum, but in several install- 
ments, the first of which should be appropriated 
for the consummation of the post bellum 
programme, and of enterprises. which are 
absolutely indispensable for public interests, 
t which are suspended’ on account of 
ficiency of capital. With this in view the 
amount for railway and other undertakings of 
paramount importance may be estimated at 
twenty or thirty million yen, The use of foreign 
pital, however, is attended with as much tisk of 
ry as hope of advantage. It is inevitably 
subject to serious fluctuations in times of emer- 
gency among foreign nations, Still, Japan hav 
ing made gradual progress since she was 
opened to the outer world, anxiety on’ these 
points need not be permanently entertained. 
The tidal stream of civilization does not allow 
her to be content with poverty. She must push 
forward to secure her footing among the comity 
of nations, 


















































SHIPS IN COLLISION. 
a pee 

A telegram received by the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha reports that the Company’s steamer 
Ryojun Maru—the old Port Hunter—while 
anchor at Seattle, collided with a cert: ii 
steamer and damaged her hull. The 
of 4,671 tons displacement and 
by Captain Moses. The vessel was to have left 
Seattle for Yokohama about the r5th instant — 
Mainichi Shimbun. 

During Tuesday’s gale a lighter conveyi 
250 cases of kerosene oil to the Zokaé Maru 
in Yokohama harbour sank and her cargo was 















wihieyee pen Cetpsized : 150 canoe were lost 


") getting the Treati 


QUESTIONS OF THE DAY. 





——+ 

Representatives of the Hiogo and Osaka Fo- 
reign Chamber of Commerce and a deputation 
from the local Japanese Chamber have recently 
been conferring on matters of mutual interest. 
Two subjects in particular were discussed. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Baggallay, the late Chairman of 
the Foreign Chamber, the first referred to the 
introduction of foreign capital. We quote Mr. 
Baggallay’s speech at the annual meeting of the 
Hiogo and Osaka Chamber of Commerce :— 
They had bad another meeting with the Japan- 
ese Chamber of Commerce; the representa- 
tives gave them rather evasive rep! as to 
what they would be willing to do in co-opera- 
ting with the foreign Chamber with a view to 
altered so that aliens might 
hold land in Japan or to getting the Law altered 
so that foreigners might become Directors of 
Companies and so obtain proper security for 
their investments, They agreed that it was 
very desirable foreign capital should come into 
Japan, but they were half-hearted evidently in 
taking action in any way to get the Treaties 
altered. They made a counter-proposition, 
which he would read from the Kobe Chronicle, 
as il gave a practically correct report of whatthey 
said, He would read the second proposition 
fir 

















“The Organization of a lage Joint-stock 
Corporation by Foreigners and Japanese.—T'o 
assist the future industrial and commercial deve- 
lopment of Japan in the interests alike of Japan- 
ese and foreign merchants, the introdnction of 
foreign capital is desirable. There may he 
many methods of effecting this purpose, but in 
regard to the right of foreigners owning snares 
in Japanese business companies the view that 
it is hopeless 10 expect foreigners to invest their 
money in shares, unless they are allowed to be- 
come responsible officials of companies at the 
same time, is justifiable, This, however, is im- 
practicable while the system of extra-territorial- 
ity exists. It is too long to wait until the new 
Treaties come into operation, and we therefore 
propose a scheme for introducing foreign capital 
h can be carried outimmediately, A large 
corporation might be organized by 
Japanese and foreigners, who possess public 
confidence, foreigners working as advisers 
without legal responsibility. They would, 
however, be morally responsible.” 

With regard to that point, it did not seem to 

them very practicable; but the present Com- 
mittee had really had no time to consider the 
matter as laid beforethem, They would have 
to leave itto the incoming Commitee conse. 
quenily to say whether such a scheme was foas- 
ible. Another point raised at the meeting was 
as to the pos y of joint-arbitrations being 
carried out under the auspices of the Japanese 
and this Chamber of Commerce in case of 
disputes between members of the two Cham- 
bers :— 
‘Arbitrations by the Chambers in Dis- 
putes —Disagreements have occasionally atisen 
between foreign and Japanese merchants in 
connection with business transactions, re- 
sulting in considerable losses to the parties 
concerned, These disagreements are princi- 
pally due to an imperfect understanding, in con- 
sequence of the difference of language. We can- 
not but deplore th We believe it devolves 
upon the Chambers ot Commerce to avert these 
disagreements. The provisions of the law allow 
a Chamber of Commerce toarbitrate on disagree- 
ments between Japanese merchants, Though 
there are no laws or ordinances relating to arbi- 
tration in disagreements between foreign and 
Japanese merchants, view of the friendly 
relations of the two imbers and in the in- 
terest of Commerce it would be satisfacto: 
both sides if an arrangement could be made 
for the Chambers to act between the parties to 
a dispute on their application.” 

That would also be a maiter for the new 
Committee to take up, to say whethera feasible 
working scheme could be devised satisfactory 
to all concerned, It was quly in the last few 
months that the Japanese Chamber of Com- 
‘inie| célanid themselves had come together at all; 









































214 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 





but he believed that in the future by working 
together thetwo Chambers could do agreat deal 
for the development of the trade of the port. 


The following letter has been addressed to 
the editor of the Hiogo News by Mr. H. L. 
Baggallay : , 

Sir,—I notice in the report of my speech at the 
Chamber of Commerce on Friday, that I did wot 
express myself quite as clearly as I should in the 
matter of the co-operation between the Foreign 
and Japanese Chambers on the question of the 
ownership of land by aliens, What I intended to 
convey was not that the Japanese were expected 
to join with us in secuiing an alteration of the 
Treaties, but that they should co-operate with us 
in getting such an alteration of the law as would 
1s to own land and thus give the neces- 
sary security, without which the foreign capital 
that is so necessary for the development of the 
country’s industries cannot be introduced, 


















KOREAN ITEMS. 

oo ge : 

A new Secretary has been appointed (o the 
six countries included in the diplomatic domain 
of Korea's solitary Minister to Europe. The 
new official's name is Me Myengsang. It bas 
a decidedly egotistical appearance from an or- 
thographical point of view. It seems that Mr. 
Me was Chief of the Criminal Law Bureau in 
the Judicial Department last year, but, being 
convicted of receiving bribes and practising 
extortion, he was sentenced to three years’ 
banishment to an island. Pardon and appoint- 
ment to the post of Privy Councillor followed 
quickly, and now the returned convict goes 
westward. ‘‘ Travelling in Europe will do him 
much good,” dryly observes the Judependent. 


Mr. Cho Pyengsik has resigned the portfolio 
of Foreign Affairs and been succeeded by Mr. 
Ye Dochai, a man of about fiity, said to be an 
exceptionally grod Chinese scholar and a 
Conservative in politics. Still, though an ardent 
Confucianist, he is supposed to recognise the 
necessity of reform. He served as Governor 
of Chulla when the Tonghaks ravaged that 
province in 1894, and he subsequently held the 
portfolio of Education in the Cabinet of Kim 
Hongchip, which he resigned on account of the 
hair-cutting dectee. 


An industrial school is about to be established 
in Sul, The instructors willbe French, It 
is stated that the French Representative has 
undertaken ‘the task of procuring them, and 
that the Korean Government has promised an 
appropriation of six thousand dollais annally 
for their pay and other expenses. 


The Emperor of Korea has issued an edict 
ordering that all persons over seventy years of 
age or under fifteen who are confined in the 
prisons throughont the country shall be released, 
on account of the severe weather, 


Mr. Cho Pyengsik, who recently resigned the 
portfolio of Foreign Affairs in Korea, had 
previously been Minister of Justice, and, still 
earlier, Governor of Chungchong province. 
One of his performances while serving in the 
latter capacity is thus described by the Jn- 
dependent :— 


He was told by a geomancer that the site of one 
O Henkeun’s Nouse was the Inckiest spot for a 
grave. Ifanyone should bury his parents’ bones 
ow that site he and his posterity would hold the 
highest offices in the government. Governor Cho 
asked O to give him that site, but the latter 
refused. ‘Then the governor changed his tactics 
from diplomacy to force, He issued a proclama- 
tion charging O with being the most undutitul son 
in the province and his whole family as immoral. 
law requires the governor to exterminate such 
criminals from the face of the earth, and he des= 
patched a company of the governor’s body guard 
to the town where the O family lived, dest oying 

the village and killing eight per 
ring six. After thus exterminating 
the O's the governor appropriated the site of their 
house and built a vault on w for his furure grave. 
After the Japan-China war the two remaining 
heirs of O brongit suit against Cho before the 
supreme court in Séul, Lhe cout ordered the 
governor of the province to make a thorough in- 


























vestigation of the charge. ‘The MY GOU 
Digit 1b 


port corroborated the statements made by the 
complainants. The court restored the propety 
lo the lawful heirs and made Mr. Cho pay it 
demnity of $10,000 for the murder of the eight 
persons. Alter Mr. Cho became Minister of Law 
last time he ordered the present governior to 
imprison the two vemaining O’s and compelled 
them to give up the property. ‘The two persecuted 
O's are now suffering cold and hunger in the pro= 
vincial prison of Kongju. 














CHINESE NOTES. 





Pasa 

The W.-C. Daily News regards the Chinese 
domestic loan as a very hopeless affair. It 
thinks that a certain portion of the bonds will 
be purchased by officials who have practically no 
choice in the matter, but that the people will 
have nothing to do with them, “The whole 
scheme,” says our contemporary; ‘is plainly 
either a dodge of the Government to squeeze 
the officials—a perfectly legitimate game of 
diamond cut diamond—or else it is a specious 
but hopeless attempt on the part of the offi- 
cials to enrich themselves at the expense 
of the public. The contending financiers who 
are pressing their assistance upon the Chinese 
Goverment need not be anxious. This smart 
attempt to stimulate them into being more 
generous in their offers will only prove once 
more that if China wants money she must get it 
abroad, and then only on condition of giving 
considerable security.” 








“A scientific school,” writes a Shanghai jour- 
nal, “for the instruction of youths in sericulture 
according to European methods has recently 
been established by Mr. Liu, the prefect of 
Hangchow, under the auspices of the Governor 
and high authorities of Chékiang province, The 
School is situated near the famous Hshiu or 
West Lake, and built in the semi-foreign style 
of architecture, and will be supplied with a 
complete set of foreign scientific appliances, 
Thirty students are to be admitted, after a com- 
pelitive examination in the written language, 
each year, and the course will be for four years. 
The instructors will consist of both foreign and 
native experts.” 


The Mukden correspondent of the M.-C. 
Daily News says that gold has been discovered 
in paying quantities in a valley about 100 miles 
east of that city, and that over 2,090 men are 
employed digging and washing. He adds that 
“the far more valuable coal and iron regions 
are left neglected.” 





The same correspondent confirms the stale- 
ment—tidiculed by certain London journals— 
that the Russians have found in Manchuria a 
tribe called Hunghus, against whom military 
precautions have to be adopted. He says that 
these *‘ red-bearded barbarians ” have long been 
a terror to the peaceful Chinese agriculturist, 
and that, as mounted robbers, they are con- 
sidered the most dreadful representatives of the 
human race, after foreigners. 


Mr. de Linde’s scheme for improving the 
Peiho has been accepted by all the necessary 
officials in Tientsin, and now requires only the 
sanction of the Ministers in Peking. 1t con- 
templates an outlay of £150,000. 


It appears that electric tramways will soon 
become a reality in Shanghai. Mr. Rouffart, 
the projector, promises that the charges shall 
not exceed those levied by /inrikisha m 
That, however, does not seem a very large 
concession, 





There seems to be some truth in the rumours 
recently circulated that the Chinese Govern. 
ment is endeavouring to raise a serviceable 
body oftroops. The following paragraphs from 
Shanghai journalsare tolerably explicit :— 

A telegraphic dispatch from Peking reports 
the appomtment by Imperial edict of Gene 
cal Tung Fubsiang, styled the Pacificator of 
Mahomedans,” to be Generalissimo of the 
Imperial Armies belon, to the provinces 
of Shantung, Shans, Sheasi, and Hou 




















has also been authorised to raise a special army of 
omprising all arms of the service, to 
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be a supplementary corps tothe Peking Field Force 
ifthe capital be in danger of attack. Generalissimo 
Tung is now at Pingyang, Sha which will be 
H.E/'sfutuce headquarters. Pingyang is at the 
point of mecting of the frontiers of the (hee 
provinces of Shansi, Honan, and Shensie 

H. E. Nieh, Treasurer of this portior Kiangsu 
province, has anived in Shanghai from Nan- 
king and made bis headquarters at 
sadots’ Hall, North Honan Road. H. 
was expected on the gth ins 
pears was detained by the Viceroy, 
wished H, E. to consult with H. E. 











who 
Sung, Trea 
surer of the Northern portion of this province, con- 





cerning the extra {und required for the uniforming 
and arming of 15,000 extra troops ordered 10 be 
raised, at once, pending the ontcome of the Kiao- 
chou and other difficulties with foreign Powers. 
Apropos of raising new regiments Viceroy Chang 
Chibetung has also been ordered to form a corps 
{20,000 extra troops to join the Kiangsu troops 
in defending the Yangtze. Valley. 

















NEWS OF 1HE WEEK. 
ee 
The Straits Chinese are said to be divided on 
the subject of getting rid of the queue, 


The Osaka Municipal Council have resolved 
to sell Lot No. 35, and to devole the proceeds 
to putting the roads and drains of the Conces- 
sion into good repair. 


It is reported from Bangalore that labourers 
of both sexes are to be brought over from Japan 
on a ‘‘large scale,” for an attempt on private 
lines, but under the Dewan’s sanction, to revive 
the silk industry of Mysore. 





Private Aylward, of the West Yorkshire Regi- 
ment, has been sentenced Lo a year’s imprison- 
ment for causing serious bodily hurtto a China- 
man at Singapore. The Chinaman was kicked 
into a state of insensibility. 





Mr. J. Marshall has been elected Chairman 
of the Hiogo and Osaka Foreign Chamber of 
Commerce for the ensuing year; Mr. F. J. 
Bardens, Vice-Chairman; and Messrs. Rey- 
nell, Kochen, and Wood, Committee. 


Many residents of Yokohama will remember 
the old wooden warship Murion, of the U.S. 
Navy—as well as some of her officers in 1892. 
After laying idle at Mare Island, San Francisco, 
for some years, she was turned over to the Naval 
Militia of California on Jan. goth. 


With regard to the Epps case at Nagasaki, a 
Washington dispatch reports that it is the inien- 
tion of the United States Government to de- 
mand a suitable money indemnity, the punish- 
ment of the murderers, and the enforcement 
hereafter of such police regulations at Japanese 
ports as will protect American citizens, 


The American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions has decided to send pastors 
to China to study the condition of Congrega- 
tionalist missions in that country. The repre- 
sentatives appointed are Dr. Judson Smith, the 
foreign secretary of the Board, and Messrs. 
Charles Hawkins, and S. H. Shapleigh, well- 
known laymen. The deputation is sent at the 
request of the missionaries in China, who wish 
the executives officers of the Board to become 
acquainted with the work at first hand. 





“The sale of the steamers Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Conemaugh by the 
International Navigation Company to the States 
Steamship Company for the Pacific trade, leaves 
but five steamships flying the American flag 
crossing the Atlantic ocean,” says the Marine 
Record. “They are the S/. Paul, gross tons 
11,629.21; St. Louis, gross tons 11,629.21; 
New Fork, gross tons 19,802.61; Paris, gross 
tons 10,794 86; Zvelyn, gross tons 1,963.44 5 
the latter three were built in English shipyards 
and became denationalized.” 

A French paper tells aromantic story about 
two Greeks, Eighteen years ago, a Greek of 


Smyma, advanced in years, made the acquain- 





tance of another Greek, also old, in the island 
of Mitylené)iwhitlier HeWent on business, The 
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two men became fast friends. The other day, 
however, it was discovered that these two old 
inen, who had been close acquaintances for 18 
years, were brothers. It seems that the one 
settled in Mitylene had left Smyrna when quite 
a youth, andhad made a fortune in the United 
States. His family, believing him to be dead, 
went into mourning, and ever masses for the 
repose of his soul. 


The Very Rev. Henry George Liddell, the 
former dean of Christ Church, Cxford, died in 
London, on January 19. Dr. Liddell for many 
ye 8 one of the prominent figures in a very 
famous group of Oxford dons. He was born 
in 1811, was educated at the Charter-house 
school, and in due course proceeded to Christ 
Church, Oxford, where he took a double first 
» Classics and mathematics. He was at 
one time domestic chaplain to Prince Albert 
and chaplain extraordinary to the Queen, His 
fame, in the outside world, is associated chiefly 
with the Liddell and Scott Greek lexicon, of 
which he was joint author with Dr, Scout of 
Balliol. 


Rear-Admiral Lester A, Beardslee, of the 
United States Navy, retired on Feb, rst on ac- 
count of age. He was the second ranking 
officer in the Navy and at the date of his retire- 

































ment was stationed in Washington as President 
of the Examining and Retiring Board. His 
last command was the Pacific station, and he 





was at Honolulu when the crisis came in the 
island government, Born at Little Falls, N.Y. 
on February ist, 1436, the future R-ar-Admiral 
received a common school educati He was 
appointed acting midshipman on March 5th, 
1850, and from May, 1851, to January 1855, 
was altached to the sloop Plymouth, which 
ernised among the East Indies. While attach- 
ed to the Chinese station he participated in one 
baitle and several skirmishes with the Taipings 
at Shanghai. 












The Queen of England indulges now and 
then in'a litile amiable irony. Prince Henry 
was the Iasi on whom Her Majesty operated 
with gentle surgical skill, says a home 
paper. According to a story which has gone 
the round of naval circles in Portsmouth since 
Prince Henry passed through on his return 
from Osborne, the Queen greeted him with the 
words, My dear grandson, don’t kill all the 
poor Chinese” The Prince, according to the 
story, thoroughly entered into the spirit of the 
thing, and repeated bis grandmother's playful 
remonstrance with much satisfaction. Whe 
ther, however, the author of the Most Mighty 
Lord, for ever and ever” speech is sufficiently 
spirttuel to have discerned the irony may be 
questioned, since he so naively repeated the 
story. 




















The St. Petersburg journals announce that a 
public subscription list has been opened for 
the building of a Greek Orthodox Charch at 
S6ul. Subscribers are invited to send in their 
contributions to the Metropolitan of St. P. 
burg. In the official notice it is incidentally 
mentioned that the Orthodox Russians resident 
in the Korean capital now namber 100 souls, It 
is, of course, says a correspondent, a matler of 
little moment whether or no the public of St. 
Petersburg respond generously to this invilation, 
since the Holy Synod can well afford to defray 
the cost of providing for the spiritual wants of 
the handful of Russians at Séul, more especially 
as there is a reasonable prospect of the new 
Onhodox Church in Korea shortly assuming 
the dignity and status of a Russian colonial 
cathedral. 














If the Indian Government could record the 
number of undetected and unsuspected murders 
committed in the peninsula during a single year, 
the English reader would be frankly horrified. 
Though “suttee” and female infanticide are 
put down by law the mortality among jows 
remains surprisingly greater than among any 
similar section of the population, while girl 
children die off at a deplorable rate compared 
with boys. The statistics of mortality caused 
by snake-bite du 




















1g the €F fey sehen" and two “ prominences” blazed 


issned by the Government of India, afford some 
explanation. In,Burmah 3.484 caitle, including 
goals and sheep, died of snake-bite, and only 
619 human beings. In Bengal the number 
of human deaths from the same cause was re- 
corded as 9,250, and of cattle only 963. In 
Burmah more than five times as many caltle as 
buman beings, in Bengal nearly ten times as 
many human beings as cattle! 








The effects of sea water on metals during 
prolonged immersion have been studied in 
France, various metallic objects dredged from 
the harbour of Brest having been presented for 
examination. A bronze arquebus, supposed to 
date from the of the sixteenth century, was 
found to contain somewhat more than 80 per 
cent of copper, about 9 per cent of sulphide of 
copper, about 9.5 per cent of tin, and traces of 
lead, and the metal was in an excellent state of 
preservation. Such was the case also, it is re 
called, with the bronze guns of the English 
vessel Mary Rose, which were recovered after 
being under water 282 years. Cast-iron shot 
found at Brest, however, had bee 80 soft 
that they could be cut witha knife, but wrought 
iron objects were a little better kept, having a 
core of sound metal under the rnst. The same 
effects on iron were noted in the cannon ot the 
Royal George, after having been sunk only 
sixty-two years, 















The Comercio published the following state- 
ment of the lines the respective Insurance Com- 
panics had on the property destroyed in the 
recent fire at Mani 


















Union Assurance So 
Compania Magdeburg 60.000 
ye Royal 55.000 
Nother 55.000 
North Brits 55.000 
London Ass 29,000 
» M 59,000 
” H 24,000 
on Empress. 9,000 
% Acheny, Munich 50.000 
China Bue. 45 000 
» Royal Exch: 35,000 
s Balutse 44.000 
ie Imper 39.000 
” C. 39,000 
South British, 6.000 
London and L 35.000 
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The Kobe Chronicle \earns from a vernacular 
contemporary that Mr. Fukui Toshi-mitsu, a 
Master Mariner, who has been in the employ 
of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, has retired after 
33 years service. Mr. Fukui was a shisodu of 
the Bakufu and at an early age joined the 
Navy of the Bakufu. On the fall of the 
Bakufu he turned |i ttention to the mercan 
tile marine service which the authorities were 
desirous of developing. He rendered valuable 
services to the State during the Satsuma 
Rebellion and the war with China in the tr 
port service, He did not follow the fashion, 
set by his friends at the time, of joining the 
Government service, but was content to assist 
in the development of the mercantile marine. 
Viscount Enomoto, Admiral Baron Akamatsu, 
Mr. Mayeshima, formerly Vice-Minister for 
Communications, Messrs. Shoda, Kondo, and 
Kato of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, and other 
friends of Captain Fukui are taking steps to 
collect subscriptions for a testimonial in re- 
cognition of the services rendered by him to 
the mercantile marine. 




















Sir Norman Lockyer ipse expedition at 
Viziadrug has done everything proposed, says 
an Indian contemporary, with triumphant suc- 
cess, and recorded twenty-one points of obser- 
vation, The work at Viziadrug was mainly 
spectroscopic work. Just before totality, there 
was a marked fall in the temperature. The 
scene was one of exquisite beauty. The solid 
inky blackness of te moon was surrounded by 
a corona of dazzling brilliancy, Four exten- 
sions of pearly luminosity radiated from the 

















entrance, 


like firey bloodspots, Venus, Mars, and Mer- 
cury shone out, and were the only three stars 
visible. At none of the camps was the dark- 
ness very intense, and no lamps were required ; 
but Venns remained in view for twenty minutes 
after totality, The totality at Buxar lasted one 
minute thirty seconds, and the spectacle was 
magnificent, and excited a feeling of awe and 
astonishment on the partof all beholders, The 
photographs taken by an American astronomer 
in Lick camp were the largest yet attempted, 
Lord Graham sacceeded in kinematographing 
the eclipes. The natives in varions parts of 
India are said to regard the event as presaging 
the downfall of the British Raj. 


The Yorodsu Choho was in great form on 
Monday. Iw its English column it had an 
eloquent and high flown leader on Marquis lio, 
Here is an extract :— 


When the Marquis says ‘as for me, one of the 
topics that most frequently occupy my mind is the 
iny of my dear fatherland, its people, and its 
civilization,” we feel for him the feeling that the 
Nature poet of Windermere felt for poet Spencer, and 
call him “* Brother, Fapanese, Friend.” For we too are 
haunted by the very same topic day and night, and 
not a moment passes without our strenuous efforts 
irected to that to us all important question of our 
lence. We are sometimes afraid that it is the 
special weakness of our nature, which we cannot help 
sharing with our countrymen at large, that love of 
country is u sort of religion with us and is a source 
of endless superstitions to us. A calm, philosophic 
view of what our country will be in future will satisfy 
many a raging want of our nature, 
What a gushing guileless child of nature is this 
Japanese journalist, Imagine the gentleman 
who wrote these beautiful lines tossing on hi 
midnight pillow and worrying over the destiny 
of Japan! What an example to the hireling 
Pressman of Great Brit 
easy in mind in any nation 
his salary is “brought reg lar 
Gamp’s beer, and whose repose is broken by 
nothing less material than a cat-fight on the 
roof, 






























A gentleman who was recently in Canton in 
connection with the celebration of the marriage 
of a son of Mr. Li Sing, merchant, Hongkong, 
informed the Dasly Press that a most daring 
armed attack took place in the twelfth ward 
of Canton on the rith Febmary. It should 
be first mentioned that about six hundred 
guesis, including about two hundred man- 
darins, were present at the wedding celebra- 
tions, which lasted four days, and as a precau- 
tion eighteen braves armed with carbines and 
revolvers ware stationed at the entrance to the 
mansion where the festivities were held, while a 
police station is situated not fifly yards away. 
Yet, in spite of these precantions, there was an 
armed attack in the immediate neighbourhood 
and onlyten houses away. These robbersentered 
a family house, gagged the inmates, and took 
away $2,000 worth of money, jewellery, and 
clothing. The inmates were powerless to give 
an alarm and when the robbers had got all they 
could carry away they decamped by the back 
When the marriage guesis heard of 
the robbery they did all they could to capture 
the thieves by directing the pursuit, but unfor- 
tunately no arrests were made, Armed attacks 
in Canton city are of almost daily occurrence 
just now. On the morning of the 11th inst. a 
mandarin was stopped in his chair and a scent 
boule, wrapped ina piece cf paper, was pre- 
sented athis head. The mandarin was very 
frightened and thought the scent bottle was a 
revolver, and so he submitted to being stripped 
of his official robes and some money. 











“ NEWS" FOR FAPAN. 
Here are a couple of telegrams that appear 


in San Francisco papers brought by the Coptic 
on Thursday :— 











London, February 2 
A dispatch to the Daily Mail from Nagusuki says} — 
‘The Far Eastern situation is very serious, and it is 
believed that Japan is actively preparing for war, 
Peoria (III), February 1. 
Within the past few days hundreds of gallons of 








spirits have been shipped from Peoria to Japan to be 
used in) the manufacture of smokeless gunpowder 
Gd! Spilits play an important part in the process, 
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THE “COPTIC” ARRIVES AT LAST. 


a 
TERRIBLE EXPERIENCES IN THE 
PACIFIC. 

The Coptic, which arrived in Yokohama Har- 
bour about 11.30 on Thursday morning, four 
days overdue, encountered terrible weather dur- 
ing her passage. The steamer, which is one of the 
best in the Occidental and Oriental Company's 
service, left San Francisco on the 3rd inst. and 
made a good passage up to the 11th. Aboutr 
a.m. on that day a terrific gale sprung up from 
the west, andthe wind blew with fearful vio~ 
lence for two days. Great waves swept the 
steamer fiom stem (o'stern, and the passengers 
had a terrible time of it. One huge billow des- 
cended with tremendous force on the “ whale- 
back ” ot the steamer’s bows, and smashed and 
bent it in all directions, injuring the anchor 
gear, and completely washing out the forecastle. 
The forty or fifty men who were there narrowly 
escaped with their lives, having to fight their way 
aft through eight feet of water and through the 
wreck of the broken bulkheads, Fortunately, 
however, no one was washed overboard. The 
Coptic's ill-luck did not cease here, for some 
days after she ran into a succession of westerly 
gales. In her damaged condition it was not 
possible to force her against the sea and the 
captain had to go considerably out of his course. 
It will be some time before the damage done 
can be properly repaired. 

A representative of the Japan Mail who 
boarded the steamer on her arrival writes :—The 
appearance of the ship forward bore eloquent 
testimony to the badness of the weather in one of 
the worst Pacific voyages on the Coptic’s record. 
The “ whaleback "—a massive structure of iron 
and wood—was simply a total wreck, Great iron 
supports as thick as a man's arm were twisted 
like a cork-screw, the solid iron stanchions were 
half rooted out of the deck, the look-out man’s 
nest was battered into all kinds of fantastic 
shapes, and, despite all attempts that had been 
made to put things ship-shape, it was simply a 
scene of chaotic rnin. The passengers all speak 
highly of the conduct of the officers, and on the 
day before reaching port they sent Captain 
Sealby a note expressing their gratitude and ad- 
miration. It is couched in the following terms:— 

S.S. Coptic, 
F 











Yokohama, 24th 
uary, 1898 








py of a letter which we are 
forwarding to both Messts. Ismay, Imie & Co., 
Liverpool, and to the Occidental & Oriental S.S. 
Co., San Francisco, which will, we hope, be grati- 
fying to you as expressing the feelings of your 
Passengers on the present voyage. 

We have only to add our united thanks to you 
and subscribe ourselves, 

Yours sincere friends and well wishers, 

All the passengers. 

Copy of testimonial letter to Ismay, Imiie & 
Co, Liverpool _and the Occidental & Oriental 
S.S. Co., San Francisco. 

Dear Sirs,— 

We, the undersigned Saloon Passengers pet 
S.S. Coptic having now safely reached Yokohama, 
desire to express (0 you our unanimous anprecia- 
tion of the admirable conduct of Captain Sealby 
and Officers during our voyage from San Fran= 
cisco, which, as you will learn from the official 
teports, has been an extremely difficult and 
perilou 

Captain Sealby has thoroughly inspired us with 
every confidence, and we wish to express to you 
our admiration for him as a sailor aud our feeling 
of sincere esteem for him as a kind and courteous 
gentleman, 

We temain, dear Sirs, yours truly, 


(Signed).—Mrs. F. K. Hunt, Mr. A. Azevedo, 
Mr, Walter Brooks, Mrs, Walter Brooks, Miss 
Edith Brooks, Mr. Joho Holliday, Mz. Heemann 
Kobbe, Mrs, WW. C. Davidson, Mr, M. Hori, Mr. 
Jessie Rilot, Mr. James H. White, Mr. J. G. F. 
‘Thyssen, Mr, F. W. Blechyndes, Me. R. U1. 
Wright, Mr. Ammann, Mr. E. J. Bates, 
Alvied A. Nicholls, and Mr. 6. Von Schoeller, 
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Mr. H.1. Chope, of the P. &O. Agency at 
Kobe, has been dined and wined preparatory to 
a visit to the old country, by about 25 leaders 
of the mercantile and shipping community of 


the sister port. ia O 





SEAMEN'S MISSION, YOKOHAMA. 


Boe gee 
We have been requested to publish the fol- 
lowing letter :— 


To Rey. W. C. Sritt, SzcreTary, AMBRICAN 
Seamen's Friexp Society, New 
York Ciry, U.S.A. 


Dear Dr. Stitt,—As I promised in my last 
interview with you, Therein give you such informa 
tion as I think may interest you regarding the 
Seamen’s Mission of Yokohama. 

A certain advertising publication (specimen 
copies of which I sent you last year) having in a 
recent issue insinuated that Rev. Mr. Austen has 
been presenting to the public accounts that were 
false, I called upon the editor to hear what he had 
lo say on the subject. I was sorry to find him 
mavifestly unfair in his reasonings and ungentle- 
manly in his remarks about Mr. A. However, I 
got from him several statements of mis-doings 10 
prove that his conclusions were well founded. 

One statement was that a certain boat had been 
given to the Mission free of charge, and had been 
charged up at 125 yeu in the yearly report (1891.) 

Without saying a word to anyone about this 
item, [called on Me. A. and asked him to kindly 
lege of his account book covering 
joned. That evening in my hotel 
over the account, and found a 
charge in Febiuary 1891 of 125 yen, and a credit 
in April to the owner of the boat of 75 yen, making 
the boat cost the Mission, 50 yen. Now Ihave 
before mea letter which whe owner offered the 
boat at a sum with discount because it was for 
Mission work, which made it net 50 yer, also a 
teceipted voucher for 125 yen will a letter “ en- 
closing ” same and asking that balance be placed 
lo his credit as his subscription. Voucher bears 
date roth April, 1891. 

These things seem to show that the editor in 
question started off on a false statement as to the 
vee gift of the buat, and, posing as an investiga- 
tor and exposer of wrong doing, has tried to 
besmirch an honest man when he might easily 
have obtained knowledge of the truth. 

‘The next statement was to prove that your re- 
presentalive was a grasping, money-making m 
in that he had charged 15 yer for burying ai 
American marine, (while the usual fee for English: 
men was § yen.) On asking Mr, A, for his state- 
ment of ‘case, I learned that he never made a 
charge for {uneral services in his life, save on this 
one occasion, and then only because he was 
tepeatedly urged to do so by a gentleman who, in 
aleiter that lays before me, acknowledges that he 
advised it, because he was informed that the U.S. 
Government lad made an appropriation of 15 yen 
for burial services of its marines. “This gentleman 
told me that the Doctor at the Hospital said tha: 
he could not geta bill for the service from Mr. 
A. and not until the 28h August (luneral was 
rith August) when that Doctor was about settling 
his affairs to leave Japan, and a note was sent 
down (which note is before me) asking him to 
“Kindly send your bill,” did he vender his first 
and fast bill for such servi The bill was for 
to yeu, (wot 15) and when Mr, A. learned that it 
was doubtful that an appropriation was made, 
he cescalled it and destroyed it and so never 
received a sen, (Mr. A’s statement that he 
makes no charges. for burial services is con. 
firmed by letters from two Yokohama undertakers 
which I have recently received.) 

Another part of this affair which has been un- 
mentioned is, that the man had gotten himself 
into financial troubles, and bad importuned Mr. 
A. for a loan. He could ill afford to make it, but 
out of the meaness (?) of his heart did male it, 
to the amount of 25 yer, about half of which was 
returned, the rest being a dead loss, as the man 
shortly afterward committed suicide, 

And for such transactions as this, this editor 
warmed up inh ignation and denounced Mr. 
A.as a “perfect damn(ed) fraud,” and declared 
that he would not accept any proofs from the 
Mission records, uot believing them to be true. 

Twas going to present the foregoing evidence at 
his office, but concluded that the chances were 
that wuth and justice would not be served if I did, 
so I concluded not to, but to offer it to the public 
in another and better way. 

With regard to Mr, A’s salary, I find that the 
combined stipends of the three societies represent. 
ed here amounts to the same as is given by at 
least two of the missionary boards, minus the al- 
lowance for rent and doctor's bills which he does 
not get. The rent item, which is only for the read. 
ing room and dormitory building, has misled some 
into believing that it was his private house ren 
Aad there are some who believe that there a 











































































humeqpus perquisites accruing from "boarders ot 
f But it is uot so. Occasional good 
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friends who have been entertained by Mr. A. have 
made him money presents specifying that it was 
for private use, but those occasions have be 

and monies given by those so entertained us 
go into the Mission funds, and the books show it. 
Receipts {rom sailors for lodgings are all shown in 
dormitory account. 

Many false rumows and unanswered insinua- 
tions might easily be settled if people would make 
a little enquiry lor themselves, As atule I find 
that those who talk the most against missions and 
missionaties have investigated the least. 

n glad to hear of the donation of the Socie- 
ties, which partly defiays expenses of sending Mr. 
A’s sick wile and their children to England, 

A good spiritual work has been and is going on 
at the Mission, 

Yours sincerely, HENRY BINLEY. 

(Representing John Wanamaker.) 
Yokohama, February 22nd, 1898. 

































CORRESPONDENCE. 


as Saas 
KYOTO IMPERIAL UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY. 


To THe Eprror oF tne “Aran Matt.” 

Sin,—I beg to inform you that the Imperial 
University of Kyoto has been established at Kyo- 
to, and that the Collegesef Science and Engineer- 
ing were opened in July last year, The Library 
attached to the University is to be for the benefit 
not only of the professors and students, but, as 
soon as matters can be arranged, for the benefit 
also of the general public, 
























1 should consider it a great favour to the Uni- 
versity, honour of the founding of our institu 
tion, you would have the kindness to allow me 
the use of yourcolumns to address your readers on 
behalf of ou Library. All books, pamphlets and 
literary materials of all descriptions will be most 
thankfully received and strictly devoted to 1 
objects designated. We hope in time to make the 
Library worthy of being entitled The Public 
Library of Kyoto.” 

Hoping that you may be able to use your kind 
offices on behall of « cause s0 directly bearing up- 
ou the public good. 

Tremain, yours very truly. 

T. SASAOKA. 


Imperial University of Kyoto, 
Yoshida-machi, Kyoto, Feb. 17th, 1898. 




















WORLD'S CYCLISTS AT YOKOHAMA. 


Getic 
Mr. Fraser TALKS ABOUT THE Rips. 


A cold night succeeded the peculiatly unpleasant 
weather of Tuesday morning and afternoon, 
and it required a good stock of moval courage to 
face the bitter north-easter that was blowing. It 
was owing to this probably that Mr. Foster Fraser, 
of the tio of adventurous cyclists who have tidden 
from London through Europe and Asia, had so 
small an audience at the Public Hall, Mr. Fraser, 
who lectured under the auspices of the Literary 
Society, is a young-looking, fair-complexioned, 
clean-shaven man, whoseappearance would hardly 
suggest a physique capable of the tremendous 
exertion involved in this extraordinary journey. As 
a lecturer he makes no straining after effect, but 
tells his tale in a simple but interesting conveisa- 
tional style, with an occasional joke thrown in to 
relieve matters, He is modest in speaking ot the 
dangers and difficulties of the tide, which must 
nevertheless have been most formidable. To ride 
15,000 miles through 15 countries, many of them 
semi-batbarous, to cross howling steppes and fiery 
sands, to be pelted by ignorant and brutal peas- 
ants, chased by Cossacks, sniffed at by wild ani- 
mals who have not breakfasted, to be laid aside 
here and there by fever and the effects of ex- 
posure—all this, if a joke, is :ather a bad one, 
Mc, Fiaser and his companions have been 
lucky in coming through it all not much the worse 
for wear, and we shall be glad to hear of their safe 
return to England after they have « 
the States. The lecture last night was simply a 
narrative of the journey. The cyclists started fron 
London on July 17th, 1896, and crossed the Chan- 
nelto Antwerp, ‘They rode to Brussels, where King 
Leopold received them in his Palace, and then went 
and on to Cologne, up then Rhine, then across to 
Vienna through Hungary to Roumania. Here; said 
Mr. Fraser, the roads, which had been gradually 
growing worse, became vile, and in Russia they 
became simple cait-tracks. Russia, in fact, was not 















































[a pleasant experience. ‘The inns were generally 


wretched, the food peculiar rather than pleasant, 
and the cowniry dreary, A little more interesting 
ground, VowdVer wassituck on the Crimea, and 
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afte: wards the adventurers had an experience more 
exciting than enjoyable with the Cossacks, who 
compelled them touse their revolvers, The asceat 
of the Caucasus, however, was comparatively easy 
owing to the splendid road, and they enjoyed the 
finest coasting that ever fell to the lot of wheelman 
—an 80 miles glorious spin downhill, Though 
the country round this region is wild in the ex: 
treme and travellers are frequently carried 
off, no misfortune befel Mr. Fraser’s party, and 
they passed safely by Mount Ararat and the 
fabled Garden of Eden (which the lecturer des- 
ed as a most dreary stretch of country) and 
on into Persia. At Teheran they saw the magni- 
ficent throne of the Shah, estimated to be worth 
from two to five millions sterling, about the size of 
a four-poster bed and literally encrusted with 
jewels, A collection of curios in the Royal pos- 
session was also shown them, c if articles 
of rexl value side by it 
brushes, oil paintings, and Germ: 
chromographs, and altogether a 
display of the worst possible taste. The 
riding in Persia was execiable; there were 
no toads, and the wayfarers had to cross a 
ce er of the great salt desert, whose  sur- 
face is covered with flakes of salt like snow. They 
were at one time deserted by their Persian guide 
on @ mountain 9,000 feet high, and spent 20 hours 
wandering about without food before a couple of 
men sent out to pick up their dead bodies arrived 
and found them. Finally they descended by the 
Khotals and took boat to Kurrachee. Civilised 
India, with its excellent 1oads,and Rango: J 
Burmah naturally yielded no very striking adven 
tures, but the trio had many novel experiences in 
travelling through the almost unknown country of 
China. They were, in fact, the first Eng 
ive passports for travel in those 
parts. ney was for the most part discou- 
raging, The roads were execrable, mountains 
week after week prevented the travellers using 
theit machines, they were often attacked and pelt 
ed by the natives, and the ‘chow ” was naturally 
not altogether in to their palates. For 
weeks together they could not change their clothes, 
and could scarcely get a wash, and the only good 
point about the hotel accommodation was the 
tariff, which was not unreasonable, the usual 
charge for a supper of several courses, a bed, and 
a breaklast being the equivalent of about 12 cents, 
les they walked 1,200, and a part 
jo ry ta Shanghai Mr, Fraser acom 
plished quite alone, As for Japan it had afforded 
absolutely uo thrilling adventures, but Mr. Fraser 
said hte had been making use of his time by 
studying the American language, so that they 
git be able to find their way through the wild 
Uibes that live on the other side of the Pacific. 
At the close of the lecturer the Chairman (Mr, 
A. J, Wilkin) thanked Mr. Fraser on behalf of 
the Suciety, and wished him good luck in his future 
wanderings, 




























































































AUSTRALIA AND FAPAN. 
See an 
(rROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 


Sydney, January 13 

The scare produced throughout Australia by the 
teported action of Russia and Germany in con- 
nection with China, has largely subsided, but 
there remains an uneasy feeling with respect to 
bilities of the future, and the increasing 
as a factor in the course of 
od 









sent state of affairs would have been avoided, had 
not Russia, Germany, and France tefused to 
allow a Japanese occupation of Port Atthur, The 
wi animated the three Powers in 
a hostile attitude towards Japan become 
in the light of vecent events. “It was 
says a leading Sydney paper, “that 
steed the addition of sixtee requir- 
ed to placate the Japanese for the loss of their con- 
quest, in return for which that country obtained 
her Siberian railway concessions and the prospect 
of @ port further south than Viadivostock. But an 
event more important, as giving her a controlling 
influence over the financial and trading concerns 
of China, was the establishment of the Russo- 























Chinese Banle in connection with the guarantee 
given, The whole effect of this policy was to 
throw the Celestial Empire into the hands of Russia 





instead of England, as completely as they has 
heen in the nearer East. In both quarters the 
Concert of Europe has resolved itself into some. 
thing like the predominance of three active part 
rs in counsel over one, and if British diplomacy 
uccessful oa ut Far Eastern gu 
tion it is impussil that, BrGis! ae il 
will escape unscathed.” ” 1G] 


























Sdae case for the prosecution was that ou 


It is admitted by leading Australian statesmen 
that the isolation of the Australian colonies has 
been ended by the sudden rise of Japan as a 
naval power and the threatened partition of China 
by Russia, Germany, and Frar dthis may 
largely influence the proceedings at the meeting 
of the Australian Federal Convention, which opens 
in Melbourne next week, In the meantime the 

ion ii g keenly discussed by the Austra- 
The Melbourne Argus sees uo pro- 
bability of an immediate breach of the geueral 
peace, sofar as Great Britain and Australia ave 
concerned, The cause likeliest to precipitate 
trouble is the adoption by the taiders of a policy 
openly hostile to others besides the hapless Chinese 
Government which they are despoiling. Qu this 
ground there is roam for anxiety as regards the 
attitude of Germany and Ryssia towards both 
Great Britain and Japan. Of all nations Japan 
js cut at most keenly by these proceedings. She 
was browbeatenin the moment of victory, and now 
sees the prize for which she fought snatched from 
her. One foothold upon the mainland she still 
retains tu the hardly won position of Wei-hai-wei, 
aud, according to the Standard, Russia is ac- 
tively intriguing to oust her from that post. To 
advance the Chinese Government the money 
necessary to complete the payment of the war ine 
demuity and so compel Japan under the peace 
treaty to evacuate, is equivalent to intimating to 
the Mikado that he must remain au uninterested 
bystander while the territory he virtually con- 
quered is cut up.” The Argus doubts whether 
the Japanese will stand this, if the answer re- 
tains with the people alone, “ Their Government 
were not foolhardy enough to fight coalesced 
European Powers tivee years ago, but the Mikado 
and his Ministers earned dangerous unpopularity 
through theic prudence. The abrupt dissolution 
of the Diet seems to imply that the Sovereign and 
his advisers once more recognise the hopelessness 
of the odds against them, but have an excited 
Pasliament and populace to reckon with. 

“Ia a sense the treatment of Great Britain by 
the aggressors seems equally cavalier, It is 
quite possible that both the recent enemies, China 
and Japan, may at this moment be urgently bid- 
ding for Buitish aid either in protection or 
fiance. One rumour has it that China, de 
spite her ostensible docility to Russia, invites a 
British protectorate over her richest arteries of 
trade. If Japan has any thought of self-asserti 
it must be to Great Britain she will earliest turn 
forhelp, The indications are that the two nations 
will at least act in concert. For the powerful 
British squadron in the Chiva Seas is reported as 
likely to winter at Wei-hai-wei—a step which as- 
sumes the consent of Japan. Beyond any support 
that may be forthconiing from this quarter, Eng- 
land has evidently to fight for her own hand, and 
happily is strong enough to do it.” 

The excitement occasioned by the intelligence 
that the Russian Government. was endeavouring 
to arrange with that of New South Wales for the 
supply of shipments of frozen meat intended for 
The cablegram which 
gave vise to all the talk was simply a question of 
enquiry, signed “ Zuroroff,” and there are many 
who contend that the whole thing was an elaborate 
hoax, especially in view of the fact that no 
has been ceceived to the message sent by 
South Wales Minister of Agriculture in reply. 







































































THE MURDER OF A FOREIGN SEA- 


MAN IN ISEZAKICHO. 
pe 

On Thursday morning at 10.30 the public trial 
of Nagai Voshito, charged with having killed 
Thomas Kennedy, @ seaman belonging to the 
British ship Glenericht, on the night of the 17th 
Sept. last, was opened in the Yokohama Local 
Court before Judge Yamamoto Jonosuke and 
Assistant: Judges Fujise Yaichiro and Oyagi 

aizo. 

Public Procurator Kitaoka Hotei prosecuted, 
and Mc, Futami Tomosaburo, bariister, appeared 
for the defences Mr. Foster, British Pro-Consul, 
was present and had a seat on the Bench, 


A piece of wood or club about 4 feet long, and 
several big stones were produced in Cot in 
evidence. 

The Public Procurator opened by enquiring of 
the prisoner if it was true that his name was Nagai, 
28 years of age, shisoku aud a carpenter by 
wade; a nature of Shizuoka Prefect: aud a 
ward of carpenter Gen, of Yoshidamach’, his ve 
gistration being lodged with Mr. Furukawa Senzo, 
of Suyeyoshicho Nichome, Yokohama. 

Prisoner admitted the truth of these statements. 

The Public Procuator, continuing, said that( 
the-rgths 
eptember last about half-past 12 o'clock “foun 





























seamen belonging to the British ship Glenericht, 
after leaving a saloon in Matsugaye-cho, got into 
a quariel with a jinvikisha coolie named Yosazo, 
and that one of the seamen, believed to be the 
deceased Kennedy, wounded the jinrikisha man 
in the neck with a knife. The prisoner, Nagai, 
afterwards pursued Kennedy and struck him 
with a club, causing his death, 

dge Yamamoto—Have you ever been con- 
victed before, When did you come to Yoko- 









oner—I_ came to Yokohama in May last 


year. 
Judge—Where does the carpenter Gen live? 


—He lives in Yoshidacho, Yokohama. 

Judge—Do many other persons live 
house of carpenter Gen ?—Yes, they do, 

Judge—Have yon ever quarrelled when you 
were in your native country P—Neyer once, 

Judge—Do you usually drink sake ?—Vs 
about 5 go generally, 

Judge—Have you ever quarrelled with any one 
alter taking liquor ?—No. Not at all, 

Judge—Have you any uickname fixed on you?— 
None. 

Judge—Is it true that you go by the nickname 
of ** Bonmoto” 7—Yes, 

Judge—Is it the case that 
Mr. Furukawa P— Yes, often 

Judge—Did you drink in Mr, Furukawa Senzo's 
house on the night of the 17th September P—Yes. 
Ttook about 5 go of sake. 

Judge—How are you affected by taking liquor? 
—I become sleepy usually. 

Judge—At what time did you leave the house of 
Mr. Furukawa Senzo?—About 11 pum, 

Judge—What clothes did you wear at that 
time ?—1 was wearing black-coloured clothes 
bearing the sign of  Kimpo-ro.” 

Judge—Were you wearing at that time trousers 
(momohiki) of the same colour ?—Yes; my clothes 
(kimono) and trousers (momohiki) were of the 
same black colour. 

Judge—Were y 
tithe ?—No, I wasn't. 

Judge—How did you come to Isezakicho after 


the 











you frequently vi 














not wearing any cap at that 








leaving the house of Mr. Furukawa Senzo?— 
About 12 o’clock at midnight I came to Isezakicho 
after rambling about Magane-cho, 

Judge—Were the streets of Isezakicho very 
crowded at that time 2—There were not so many 
people then; but a crowd of people was 
assembled ata spot where the foreign seamen 
were quarreling. 

Judge—Did you see those seamen quarrelling ? 
—I heard cries that a Japanese was cut by a 
seaman, and I soon became separated from my 
theee comrades, inte to return to my abode 
by passing through Sugatamiecho, When I came 
to Sugatamicho the seaman came running towards 
me, so I fled away. 

Judge—Were there four seamen at that time? 
—No; only one, 

Judge—At the first were there four seamen ?— 
Yes, just so. 

Judge—One in a white coat and the others in 
black P—Yes. 

Judge—Where was the seaman making a dis- 
turbanceP—In front of a fish-monger's shop in 
Sugatamicho, 

JudgemAt what distance were you when you 
saw the quarrel 2—I don't know exactly, as [ was 
quite intoxicated at the time. 

Judge—How fac apart About § of 6 cho off. 

Judge—Is that tue; don’t tell a lie, Were you 
not standing and Yooking on about 2 ken off?—I 
don’t know, as [ was in drink. 

Judge—What were the other people acound do- 
ing at that time ?—I don't know. 

Judge—You had been standing together with 
three other comrades, and then you slipt away, 
did you not?—Yes. 

Judge—Did you really see the seam: 
shing a knife ?—I did not notice, 

Judge—Did you hear the cries—“A Japanese 
is cut; Japanese is cut” P—Ves. I heard that. 

Judge—Where were you standing when you 
heard the cries that a Japanese was cut ?—I was 
standing in font of a pawnbroker’s shop called 
aya, in Sugatamicho. 

Judge—Have you not deposed during your 
preliminary examination that you were standing 
about 3 or 4 ken off =I dou't know. 

Judge—Did you not see the seaman cut the 
Japanese ?I didu’t see it, 

Judge—How many people were there around 
wien the Japanese was cit ?—Many, 

Judge—About 40 people P—More than go. 

Judge—Did the people around become excitedy 
—Yes, they did. 

Judge—Did you at once think 
Keyinedy faa hdid not. 
—Judge—Did you not pursue the seaman when 
Atlier(peopl pulddiied| hine?-—No. 
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dge—Are you sure that the seaman was 
wearing a white coat ?—Idon't know exactly, as 
I was under the influence of drink, 

Judge—What was the seaman doing ?—The 
seaman was raging with akuife in his hand. 

Judge—How many men were on the scene when 
the seaman ran past the Isezakicho Police S 
tion ?—Abont 15 or 16. 

Judge—Were you near to the seaman ?—No. 
dge—Have you not stated in preliminary ex- 
amination that you were alead of the crowd 5 
that is to say, very close to the seaman P—It might 
have been so. 

Judge—Were there some gas lamps near the 
scene of the struggle ?—Only one. 

Judge—Were many houses about the scene of 
the struggle open at that time ?—No, very few. 

Were you near the seaman then Pa 
came approaching me while I was 
loitering about, 

Judge—Why were you there when you returned 
to your abode to avoid a quarrel ?—I happened to 
be there when I turned the corner of the road, 

Judge—Why did you not fly away PAs 
I was intoxicated at that time, I could not well 
manage myself, 

Judge—Did you purposely face the seaman >— 
Not so, 

Judge—With what object did you face the sea- 
man a piece of wood in your hand? Did 
you strike the seaman to avoid the seaman’s blow, 
or did you strike him purposely P—I struck him 
to avoid the blow of the seaman. 

Judge—Where did you pick up the piece of 
bamboo ?—I picked it up near the fish y 

Judge—Did you strike the seaman while he was 
standing ?—Yes. 

Judge—If you were only avoiding the blow of 
the seaman there was no eed to use the bamboo. 

Prcisoner—That was because I was intoxicated. 
Judge—Where did you throw your bamboo 
away ?—Near the Isezakicho Police Station, 

Judge—Your saying must be false: You did 
not only avoid a blow yourself, but you 
the seaman two or three times, Did you 
so in your preliminary examination ? 
not say at the Police Station that you struck the 
seaman two or three times, saying * Wicked fel- 
low ! wicked fellow ?"'=—=Yes, I did. 

Judge—And again did you not say at the Police 
Station that, if you said you had struck the sea- 
man, the police inspector would let you go {ree 
from the Station P—Yes; I said to the police ins 
spector that I had struck the man, as he promised 
to let me go free if I said I had struck him, 

Judge—Did you not strike the seaman 
with a huge club instead of a piece of bamboo? 
Who was holding the club atthe time? Was he 
nota small wearing black clothes and black 
trousers, who grasped ihe club?—Yes; the mau 
who was holding the club wore black clothes. 

Judge—Was he not aman aged about 30?— 
Yes. 

Judge—Do you not know that stones were 
thrown at the seaman ?—I don't know, 

Judge—What is your statme?—I measure not 
mare than 5 feet. 

Judge—Can you well manage this club P—Y 
Tecan, 

Judge—Do you temember that you struck the 
seaman with this club 2—T do wot. 

Judge—Is it tne that you struck the seaman 
when he fell down P—Yes; that is so, 

Judge—Did you tell some one that you struck 
the seaman the night before you were taken to the 
CourtP—T didn't say such 4 foolish thing. 
dge—You are sure you did not say that 2— 
Na, L never said so. 

Judge—You must have said so, Did yon not 
say—"as I was cleatly proved ay to my act by fel 


























































































low prisoners [ shall have to confess” P—No, no. 
Judge—Do yon vot recall to your memory that 
you struck the seaman with a luge club?—-I dow't, 
Judge—A certain man states a man of about 30 


black clothes and of small 
with a club at full speed 
toward Sugatamicho; this corresponds to your 
figure and actions. Is it true that you struck the 
seaman purposely 2—No; it is not a fact. 

Judge—Then your statement is that you struck 
the seaman in self-defence 7—Yes ; that is so. 

AU this stage, alter a shost consultation with the 
Assistant Judges, the President of the Court an- 
nounced that as there were some documents to be 
examined and as there was evidence to be given 
by De. Munro and Dr. Sakakiyama, who had 
lield a post morten examination onthe deceased 
Kennedy, the hearing would vow be adjourned 
sing die. 
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2HE KOBE LOWERY CASE. 
ag 

We take fro Kobe Chronicle the judgment 
given by Mr. S. S. Lyon, the United States Consul 
and Judge, at Kobe, in the case of “ Rothsprack 
mann "7 
is is not so much a question of fraud be- 
tween the complainant and the defendant, as it is 
a question involving a vivlation of the United 
States Statutes, Vol. 1, Ch, 68, which prohibits the 
sale of lottery tickets. 

“IUis a very grave charge and the penalties 
attached toa conviction may be mide very severe: 
It has been shown by the evidence of several per- 
sons that they were induced to c ct for the 
purchase of au alleged series of foreign bonds, and 
that they advanced certain sums of money as a 
guarantee of their good faith to complete that con 
tract ; also that the alleged bonds, both upon their 
face and by the representations of the defendant 
himself, were purported to be entitled to a draw. 
ing in a game of chance, aud that by such repre- 
sentations the said persons were induced to part 
with the money paid by them to the defendant, 

“Tt has also Leen shown, and it is admitted, 
that in some cases the defendant has setucned the 
money to some of his pations, but that is no miti 
gation of the original charge; it does not in the 
least condone the violation of the Statute. It has 
been claimed by the defence that there are no 
blanks in the alleged drawings; it is thereby no 
less a lottery within the ing of the law. 
held in Wharton’s ‘Criminal faw, part 
Ch. 22, Sec. 149, that it does not affect the 
question that there are uo blanks, and there is 
cited in support the case of ' Wooden v. Shot 
well,” 3 Zab. 465; therefore the contention of the 
defendant that the scheme he represents is no 
lottery is mot valid, 

The defendant has shown by his evidence 
that he knew the selling of his bonds was forbid: 
dew by law in the United States, and that there 
were severe penalties attached to their sale, but 
he claims that he did not know the same laws were 
applicable to this Consular distei 
The law does not excuse ignorance of this 
racter; he should ascertain, before travelling 
on his country’s passport, that the same Gover 
ment which guarantees his safety as an American 
citizen, alsu requites obedience to its home laws, 
wherever it exercises judicial power. 

“The modus operandi by which this Business 
seems to have been carvied on was to first try to 
sell, faiting iv that to solicit: wiilten references 
Wo others, which, in some cases, were probably 
loo freely given, and resulted all 100 favourably 
for the detendant, 

“The Court las endeavoured to give the de- 
fendant an impartial vial, and, while Bading but 
few extenuating features in the case, has never 
theless taken into consideration all of the cir- 
cunitances surrounding it, and is therefore dis- 
posed to mitigate the punishment usually atiached 
to av offence of this character. 

“The finding of the Court, and one in which 
both the Assaciates concur, is that you, Sig: vd 
Neumann, are guilty of the offence as charged, 
and you are hereby adjudged to pay « five of 
fifty dollars in United States gold, avd, besides, 
the costs of procedure, and to stand commitied 
until paid.” 



































































































PATRIOITISM IN CHINA. 
gp 


We take the following from the W.-C. Daily]! 


News :— 

A Chinese military officer of high raule at Port Arthur, 
writing to a brother officer h re, states that the Cadets of 
the Artillery School there have lately been taken charge of 
and dhilled by Russian officers. He adds that the total 
number of Chinese troops under General-in-Chief sung 
Cheings garvisoning the forts inside Port Methurs is at pre- 
sent 15,82 officers and men, while some 4,000 more hold 
the northern and northeastern passes leading into the 
Part. ‘The letter concludes that General sung has never 
had any intention at all of giving up his trust to any 
Powers in spite of the svecial orders from Peking rrquest- 
ing him not to be toorash and thereby plunge the cauntr 
into a disastrous war. Just before Eng! 

General Sung called a Council of War of his subordinate 
officersas to what course to pursue in care foreign Powers 
should attempt to take possession of the forts and docks. 
the aged General’s address when the Council 

sembled was earnest. characteristic, and just what his 
officers expecied from an officer whom they all respected. 
I.E, said, © You all know the adage, * The General con- 
fronting the enemy is to be guided by circumstances and 
need noty un occas ny listen to the commands of even 
the I'mpero” The officer commanding a Kiao-chow 
failed in his true duty to bis country, and were I tu follow 
his example, my name and reputation of my army will be 
handed down to posterity with execration and made a 
reproach to the veriest child inthe streets. The most of 
you a served under me for many years, And it 


is bgtyi at I should call upon you to give each hi 















































upon the crisis which now confronts us, { 


remember, the fate of the whole empire rests upon what 
we shall decide 10 do. Let me therefore ask you is it to 
be a tame submission—as is evidently the desire of some 
Know-nothings in power—or shall we do our duty to our 
country—and take the responsibility upon ourselves?" 
Needless to say the General's wish was heartily echced. 
imation of the feeling of the army all the married 
officers have sent their families to theic homes. 

















OUR PARIS LEITER. 


eS 5 eee 
(From our own Corresronpanrt.) 


Paris, J 

Europe for a while is left to 
emigrated to the Chinese se 
ile, and it is upon British movements that all 
attention is concentrated. — It was full time for 
England to show the world she was not asleep, but 
only awaiting the turn of the tide, ‘That has now 
occurred, for she has taken it at the flood, which, 
it is said, leads on to fortune, and has very quietly 
brought Russia to book by re-installing, aided by 
seven battleships, her superintendent of Customs 
at Séul, Korea, Mr. McLeavy Brown, whom a R 
siaw tunctionary jockeyed away. ‘That act means 
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protection and tranquillity for Sit Robert Hart, the 
the 





foremost and most honoured functionary 
service of China. It will lead to other good thi 
among them that of the British Government 
garding lavowably the negotiation of an English 
loan for the Celestials, This will lower by several 
pegs the rather excessive influence of Russi 
the home affairs of the Son of Heaven, Ev 
will not consent—unless well squared by an equie 
valent comporting with her 67 per cent. of 
the Far Eastern trade—to Port Arthur being 
hauded over to Russia. She will con: to no 

















Chinese pott being held, and closed, by a Euro 
pean Power against the traders of the world. Part 
Authur can allow what ships it pleases to anchor 
there for the winter: Russia has already removed 
her fleet there from Viadivostock 10 escape being 
frozen up; and England has sent two ciuisers to 
keep them company. 

As to Germany, her speculation in China 
gay; the attitude pf England reminds her 
vance that she will not be allowed to seize 
s of other nations from Kiao-chau, 
Ivis that auitude which has given heart of gene 
to the Celestials; their backbone appears to be 
developing. As to what couse the Japanese will 
adopt, it will watually be on the same lines as 
ugland’s policy. Germany can do very little 
in China; her contingent of troops would be 
speedily swamped by Chinese numbers, whi 
England will not remain meiely a lockers 
¢ is vot, it seems, bound to follow the Asi 
es of her ally, and so will remain coy 
sides, her hand will soon be drawn 









































Be 
especting th 
Uppe: Nile. Germany in China is ina fixe alte 








hasa homet’s nest about her ea dove whither 
Pomerai cannot be extensively shipped as 
they are mote in season playing the Wacth am 
Rhein. Ye Kaiser will soon find ont that play- 
ing at filibustering is costly work, and the founde 
ing of colon 0 easy lark, ‘The interval condie* 
tion of Austria-Hungary, and the resolution of 
Laly to abstain from all extia-European dangers, 
place Emperor William in an awkward position 

Ii is a good ie fluence that has stimulated Brit 
to accelerate ler advance ow Khar toum—Omd 
man, She will then be better able to penetrate 
deeper into the Soudan, Opinion inclines to cone 
clude that the advance of French explorers is the 
cause of the quick march, Any oneis free to help 
the Detvishes, butthey must take the consequences, 

ne English Government has more than once de- 
clared its resolve to win buck the lost provinces of 
Egypt for the Khedive, and will not permit 
ol any interference with its projects, Emperor 
Menelik is too sagacions to «llow his Abyssini 
to be drawn into col i 
knows England is wot aly, and appreciates 
fall value of the route sbe has now from Suakin 
to Kassala, and up to Beiber, The projects of the 




















































empire building men of Rhodesia and of East 
Altica, and the organization of a colonial amy 
tw Eest Afvicn, ave facts that cannot be ov 





looked. Save Crete, Europe has nothing disq 
ing al the present moment; still no one can be 
assured what ental and Afvican events 








-| may take, 


Having heavily taxed pigs, fresh pork, beans, 





lard, and canned meats of that animal's flestt 
coming from the United States, the French Public 
is now waiting to note the action of Uncle S® m in 





the matter of reprisals, Not much is left t° him 
to lax more heavily, save sills, fancy leathers? ex: 
pensive wines, art products, and literature. These 
ave out-puts not quite in de 
can masses, tide puns strongly pratection- 
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aid her exchequer. Germany has yet to negotiate 
acommercial treaty with England, as the old ar- 
rangements expire at the close of July. 

Meteorologists have been analysing the weather 
of Pais, There is a mean of softosty days during 
the year, and 25 of fog, The mean average 
temperature varies from 50 to 58 degrees Fal, 
and the total yearly taintall is 20 inches, spread 
over 150 days. ‘The duration of a shower is 30 
minutes. Between March and October, 30 days 
are stormy, and the wind travels from 4 to 55 
yards in a second; snow is wever heavy, but m 
1879 the soil was covered with a layer 20 inches 
deep. 

A singular cycle accident has occurred to bar- 
rister Monod. On December 17h last, he was 
wheeling with his daughter, when his bike caught 
in a am rail; he was upset, and a cab that was 
following ran over him, the horse trampling him. 
He got, on his feet, and shook himself, complained 
of no internal injuties, and exteriorly had only a 
few Linises. Yesterday a relative paid him a 
visit; he was as merty as a lark and very gay. 
Au hour later, he was dead. He was a model of 
health. 

Nearly half the taxes of Paris are raised by 
the dues—the octroi—struck at certain classes of 
articles entering the city, ‘The Municipal Coun 
cil intend to abolish that indirect, in favour of a 
rational system of direct, taxation,” Perhaps this is 
the commencement of the change that must ensue 
from the demolition of the fortifications of the 
city. ‘The tax on the stomach is very unfair; 
thus the poor man’s barrel of wine that costs but 
70 fianes, has to pay some 53 francs duty, just as 
much as the rich citizen's bavrel, valued it may be 
at 700 francs, But what a regiment of excise 
officers to pension off, or to compensate! 

Meccas must have their utility, since they 
exist, but none is so sad and dreary, as that to 
Jardies on New Year's Day. Jardies was the re- 
sidence of the ex-patriot Gambetta, and irere the 
ex-palriotexpied. It is a humble residence; not 
the remotest pretension, inside or outside, to great: 
hess j it was there he lived with his mistress, and 
only his most intimate friends were admitted. 
Rvery year the apattmeyts—they smell sepulchral 
—are opened, a green wood fire made; on a 
plain table are sheets of paper, where visitors-write 
theic names, The remaining leading men of his 
party, now very small, airive there, deliver an 
id vetire. On a small road in line with 
isa monument to Gambetta—tost in 













































the surrounding trees somewhat, ‘The deceased's 
heart is in the possession of the family of Mr. 
Paul Beit; his brain is preserved in a bottle of 


spirits of wine in the Anthropological Museum, 
with those of the other members of the society. 
The brain is light, 37 02. but it is singularly rich 
in convolutions, Yet, asin the case of Voltaire, 
the interior of the skull was quile smooth, What 
say phienologists to that ? 

Parisians do not like international exhibitions : 
they are ever followed by three years of bad trade, 
However, the works for the 1900 {ate are petting 
along very well; there is a multitude of people 
employed everywhere; the big wigs are not for 
gotten at banquets, where the uniform note is the 
rule aud that will be so for at least three years, 
Then sorrow. 





























H. & S. BANKING CORPORATION. 








HALF-YEARLY MEBTING, 

The ordinary half-yeatly general meeting of 
shareholders in the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation was held in the Cy Hall, 
Hongkong, on February 12th, The Hon, J. J. 
Belieli ving presided. 

Mr. Jacnson tead the novice convening the 
meeting. 

A SATISFACTORY SPEECH FROM THE CHAIR. 

The CHAIRMAN, after teading the report, said 
=Gentlemen, the directors have great pleasure 

g before the shareholders with such a satis: 
factory report as the one just read, allowing of the 
usual dividend of £t. 5s. per shae, and an 
addition to the reserve fund of 10 lacs of dollars, 
The account under the heading of dead stock, 
which has appeared in the various reports since 
the establishment of the Bank, has been wiped ou 
of the book by a debit of $100,000 to the profit 
and loss account of the past halfsyear. Dead 
stock represented house and office furnitive, safes 
and stationery, all unproductive o1 noninterest 






























gz items, and filly grouped under the 
ng of dead stock, In future, it is 
intended that renewal of funiture, stationery, 
&c, will be debited to the profit and loss 


account from half-year to half-year, The only non 


erest-bearing item in Ahevaccounts no is the 
acernt ang Gp Sher 






Bank fi) 





every half-year by charging the various offices a 
rentalu pon the premises hey occupy, Our pre- 
mises atthe head office and at the various branches 
ace worth a sum considerably exceeding the figure 
at which they now stand in our books, viz 
$971,965.66. It is our policy to own the pre 
mises we occupy at the various centres of 
business, and to continue writing down their 
book value. Our rer current accounts shew 
afa ling off ducing the half-year of $5,801,888 54 
‘This was caused by the extreme tightness of 
money all over the East during nearly the whole 
of the latter half of 1897. ‘This tightness first 
began in the Straits in consequence of shipments 
of silver yen to Japan, where they were ex- 
changeable for gold yen, Japan exchange being at 
limes as much as 10 per cent. over the rates ruling 
in the Straits, British dollars were freely imported 
by the Banks in the Straits, but pending their ar- 
rival there was a great scarcily of coin in both 
Singapore and Penang. The change in the cur- 
tency of Japan, while producing some inconveni- 
ence by tightening money in the Far Rast, resulted 
very satisfaciorily to this Bank, as we were con- 
siderable holders of Japanese silver yen at the time. 
Hongkong and Shanghai had to face abnormally 
large shipments of bullion, the former to Ca 

ton and the Coast ports, the latter to the River 
and Gulf ports, causing temporary stringency 
in both markets, and high rates of interest 
suled all round. Fixed deposits in silver show a 
slight increase during the half-year, say, $31,730,- 
$22.12, against $30,641,249.52 the previous six 
months, Curent accounts in guld show a decrease 
of £1,208,675 55. 10d., being further withdrawals 
on account of Chinese Government loan money 
temporarily in our possession, as explained by my 
predecessor in the chair on the last occasion when 
we metin this room. Our fixed deposits in gold 
show a slight increase, viz., £2,622,738 against 
(62,610,278 on the goth June last. Bills payable 
Show an_ increase of $6,285,263.14 over the pre- 
vious half-year, while bills receivable on the other 
side show a falling off of $3,115,482.79. Bullion 
in hand and in transit’ shows an increase of 
$3,557,768, and cash a reduction of $6,615,132.47- 
The increase in bills payable and bullion in 
transit, and the decrease in cash, show that the 
Bank’s resources were fully occupied during the 
half-year, tesulting in the splendid profit the report 
discloses, Bills discounted, loans, and credits 
show a dectease of $4,011 495.53. The amount of 
our advances, viz, $61,258,502, was just as much 
as we could afford consistent with sound bavking. 
During the half-year the tightness of money 
already teferred to tequired the most careful 
supervision of our funds in order to meet, as far 
as possible, the wants of onr constituents, and this 
fact emphasizes the wisdom of our adding largely 
to ourteserve fund whenever we have an oppot 
tunity of doing so, We were most fortunate 
not having to provide anything for losses during 
the period under review. Our holdings of Con- 
sols aud other sterling securities are very little 
changed. None of our secutities have been 
written up during the half year, nor have we 
trenched 
























































to him for his very clear and concise statement 
regarding the movements of the meney market in 
the East, particularly in connection with silver, his 
careful comments on the extensive business done 
by the Bank, and for the assuming information 1e- 
specting the very satisfactory position in which we 
stand with regard to our sterling and other securi+ 
ties. It must also be most gratifying to share 
holders to find that the premises belonging to 
the Corporation at the many branches, including 
the head office, have been written down, to the 
extremely low figure of $971,965, a sum which is 
certainly far short of the value of the land only ; 
that it is proposed to pay the usual dividend of 
as/- per share, and to place the large sum 
of $1,000,000 to the credit of 1eserve fund, thereby 
augmenting its total to the equivalent of eight- 
tenths of the subscribed capital. The policy of 
continuing to build up the reserve fund when 
opportunity offers must commend itself to every 
one having a genuine interest in our welfare: it 
incteases the resources of the Bank immensely, 
and ina short time will place us in such a position 
of strength and stability as to be almost without 
a precedented in the annals of banking. Geutle- 
men, there is no better gauge of the successful 
wotking of any business than the balance sheet, 
and br g this standard to bear on the res 
turns before us, we have reason for congratul 

nd being satisfied with the very able and 
nt control and guidance of the Board of 
Directors and with the skilful management of 
our capable and well-trained staff. Cuy-curring 
fully in the recommendations of the Directors 
regarding the appropriation of our profits, 1 have 
much pleasure in seconding the adoption of the 
teport and statement of accounts for the past 
year.—(Applause). Carried. 

RLECTION OF DIRECTORS, 

Mr. Epaar proposed the te-election of Messrs. 
» B. Dodwell, R. Shewan, and R. L. Richard- 
as Directors, and the confirmation of the 
appointment of Mr. Armin Haupt to the Director- 
ate, in room of Mr. St. C. Michaelthesen, who 
resigned his seat on leaving the colony.—Mr, C. 
Panmer seconded.—Catried, 

Mr, WaRAcer proposed the re-election of Mr. 
F. Henderson and Mr. C. S. Sharp as auditors.— 
Mr, G. C. Cox seconded.—Carried. 

The CHarRMAN—I think that concludes the 
business of the meeting, gentlemen, Dividend 
warrants will be issued on Monday, 


VOTES OF THANKS. 












































Mr, Lawis — Gentlemen, before we leave, 
I think we should express owe appreciation 
of the very satisfactory report placed before 
us. [am sure you will all join with me in a 
heaty vote of thanks to the Board of Directors, the 
Chief Manager, and the staff generally for the 
care and ability which has brought about such 
happy results.—(Applause.) 

‘The CHAIRMAN—M:, Lewis and gentlemen, on 
belalf of my co-Directors and myself, the Chief 
Manager, and the staff generally, I beg to thank 
you for your cordial vote ol thanks,—Daily Press, 











upon the Chinese Government loan 
profits referred to atthe last meeting. —(Ap 
plause.) Au impression recently existed that 





we were large holders of Chinese and Japanese 
securities, ‘The facts are, on the gist of 
December last wehad £29,000 of the former and 
£20,000 of the latter. Que funds were far too fully 
occupied in our ordinary business to permit ol 
large investments in these stocks, good as we con 
sider them to be, ‘Thehalf-year has been one of 
exceptional success, due in a very gieat measure, 
it is. perhaps unnecessary for me to state, to the 
ability and untiring energy of the Chief Manager 

applause), ably assisted by the Bank’s Managers 
and Agents and a most competent staff here aud 
atallthe Branches.— (Applause.) I very hearti 
ly congratulate the shareholders and all concerned 
on the present position and prospects of the Bank, 
and [am glad to say tha! so far the new period 
entered upon has been highly satistactory—(Ap- 
plause.) Gentlemen, Ihave no further remarks 
to make, but if any shareholders should|iesive av 
further information I should be pleased to give it. 

There being no questions, the CHalRMAN moved 
the adoption of the report any accounts, 

SECONDING THE ADOPTION. 

Mr. Gituiws—Mr. Chainman and Gentlemen, 
I believe it is an undisputed fact that we lave now 
arrived at our sixty-filth half yearly meeting, and 
T rejoice in saying that on no former occasion have 
shareholders received a more tepurt 
on the progress and prosperity of our Banking 
Corporation than that now presented to us, and | 
am sure your will all readily admit that the result 
of the half-year’s working las more than justified 
the most sanguine expectations. I have listened 
with much interest to the speech of our wprityy 


















































Chairman, and feel that we are greatly indebted » 
ORIVER'SETY 





LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 
a 
vy 
ENGLAND AND CHINA. 
THE YUNNAN RAILWAY CONCESSION : 
STATEMENT IN PARLIAMENT. 


London, Feb. 19. 

Mr. Curzon, Under Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, stated in the House 
of Commons that he was unable to confirm 
the report that China had agreed to the 
extension of the railway into Yunnan. It 
was in any case advisable to construct the 
railway to the frontier, before deciding as 
regards possible extensions beyond. 


THE ZOLA TRIAL. 
DRAMATIC EQUIVOCATION. 


At the Zola trial yesterday, General 
Boisdeffre, attired in full uniform, drama- 
tically appealed to the jury to trust the 
leaders of the Army, but gave no inform- 
ation. 


THE “VICTORIOUS” RE-FLOATED. 


. The, Victorious has been successfully 
rl Ape ad 
i) 


(From rae “Jara Ta 
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THE DISASTER ON AN AMERICAN 
WARSHIP. 
THE DEATHROLL: SPANISH SYMPATHY. 
Feb. 18. 
The death roll in connection with the 
explosion on board the United States 
cruiser Maine comprises 253 men and two 
officers. It is officially declared at Washing- 
ton that the explosion is believed to have 
been purely accidental. Spain has ex- 
pressed her sympathy. 


WRECK OF A FRENCH STEAMFR. 
MANY LIVES LOST, 

The French Transatlantic steamer 
Flachat has been wrecked off Teneriffe. 
Forty-nine passengers and thirty-eight of 
the crew were drowned ; fourteen persons 
were saved, 

THE TRIAL OF EMILE ZOLA. 
SENSATIONAL DECLARATION. 

In the course of the Zola trial, intense 
sensation was produced in court by the 
declaration of General Pellieux (Billot ?) 
that the evidence for the defence was 
calculated to disturb the confidence of the 
soldiers in their leaders in the day of 
danger, which was perhaps nearer than 
was supposed. This statement is regarded 
as mainly intended to. influence the jury 
and the country, to prevent the reopening 
of the case of Dreyfus, the illegality of 
whose conviction upon secret documents 
is becoming generally recognized. 

London, Feb. 2r. 
THE QUEEN’S SPEECH. 


The House of Commons has voted the 
Address in reply to the Queen’s speech. 


BRITISH ARMY INCREASE. 
The British Army Estimates show an 
increase in the establishment, exclusive of 
India, of 16,946 compared with 1897. Of 
this number, 286 are officers. 


ENGLAND AND FRANCE IN WEST 
AFRICA, 
PROTESTS AND COUNTER MAN@UVRES. 
Mr. Chamberlain has received a tele- 
gram from the Governor of Lagos, stating 
that the British Hausas occupied Boria, 
in the Lagos Hinterland, on Feb. 6th. 
The French arrived on Feb. gth, and 
ordered the Union Jack to be lowered. 
‘This being refused, the French withdrew 
and encamped outside the town. The 
French also established a military post in 
the Hinterland of the Gold Coast, and 
marched past the British post at Nussa 
despite Major Northcote’s protest. 


BRITAIN AND FRANCE IN WEST 
AFRICA. 


GRAVE SITUATION. 
AN ENCOUNTER THOUGHT IMMINENT. 


London, February 22. 

Reuter wires from Akkasa that two 
French expeditions are advancing “on 
Sokoto. The Sultan has ordered them 
to halt within forty miles of the capital. 
The Niger Company’s force is ready 
awaiting instructions to advance to the 
help of the Sultan and secure the evacua- 
tion of British territory, 

The papers regard the situation in West 
Africa as of the gravest, and agree that 
the limits of British forbearance have been 
reached. 

CHINA AND THE POWERS, 
CONCESSION TO FOREIGN NAVIGATION. 

It is stated that China has agreed to 

admit foreign and native steamers into all 











COST OF BRITISH ARMY 
INCREASE. 

The supplementary Army Estimates 
bring the total expenditure for the increase 
of troops to £1,600,000. The cavalry are 
to be increased by 313 men and 443 
horses, the artillery by fifteen new batteries. 


THE ANGLO-FRENCH COMPLICA- 
TIONS ON THE NIGER. 
STATEMENT BY MR. CHAMBERLAIN. 

London, Feb. 23. 

In the House of Commons Mr. Cham- 
berlain has confirmed the Akassa telegram. 
He added that he could not believe that 
the French Government had authorized 
the invasion of territory which it had itself 
recognized as British. 

FRENCH CONTRADICTION, 

A semi-official note has been published 
n Paris, stating that it is untrue that 
French troops are in the vicinity of Sokoto. 








(Received by the Fiji) 
RUSSIAN WARSHIPS AT PORT 
ARTHUR. 
Peking, Feb. 19. 
China’s request for the withdrawal of 
the Russian men-of-war from Port Arthur, 
has been refused on the ground that their 
presence is in the interests of China and 
for the general safety, 


NEW ANGLO.CHINESE TREATY. 
Peking, Feb. ar. 

A new Anglo-Chinese Treaty was 
signed here yesterday. The chief points 
in the new Treaty are the opening of 
Yo-chow-Hunan Province, for commerce 
within the next two years, giving per- 
mission within four months to the plying 
of steamers on the rivers and lakes in the 
interior, and the stipulation not to cede 
the districts bordering on the Yangtsze to 
any other Power, 


PREPARING TO OCCUPY HAINAN. 
Shanghai, Feb. 21. 
The Tongking press declares the troops 
in Tongking have been ordered to occupy 
Hainan, and they are now under mobiliza- 
tion to carry out that order, 
ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE OF KIM HEUNG-YUK, 
Soul, Feb. 23. 
Last evening Kim Heung-yuk was 
attacked by assassins. 
Later. 
The assassins were six in number, one 
of whom had his right arm cut off in the 
struggle, Kim received a serious injury 
in his cheek, but it will not, it is believed, 
endanger his life. 
[Kim teung-yuk is one of the leading Korean Russo- 


Philes, heuce he must have been set upon by the 
rival faction, —Ei 


RAILWAY CONCESSION TO GERMANY. 
Peking, Feb. 23. 
Germany has obtained the consent of 
China fora concession to lay railways 
between Kiao-chou and Ichou, 








(Beom tue win Gazer 
THE FRENCH AND HAINAN. 
Hongkong, Feb 18. 

Tongking papers (which are under close 
officiul supervision) state that preparations are 
in progress for the moblizaion of seven 
thousand troops, consisting of infantry and 
attillery, to move ata given signal in co- 
operation with the French navy, The force is 
supplied with the latest ammunition, 

Admiral Beaumont arrived in Saigon on the 
11th with important instructions regarding Hui- 





inland waters within four months, Gor le 





(From Toxoxina Parene,) 
THE ZOLA TRIAL, 
Paris, January 28. 
The newspapers are much occupied with the 
Zola case, Zola has summoned as witnesses 
foreign diplomats and many political person- 
ages. 
January 30. 
It is stated that the members of the former 
Dupuy cabinet will appear at the assizes in 
answer to the citation of Zola, but will refuse to 


testify, 
THE PLAGUE. 
January 29. 

A Bombay dispatch states that a riot has 
taken place at Simar in the district of Nassik, 
in connection with the measures taken to combat 
the plague. A hospital attendant was killed— 
and the isolation camp burnt. The troops fired 
on the rioters and many were killed. 








(From “ Ly Counnian p’Hatrxonc.") 


THE FRENCH NAVY. 
Paris, February 3. 
Admiral Besnard, replying, in the Chamber, 
to Mr, Lockroy’s criticism of the Navy, said 
the French ships were in no way inferior to 
those of any foreign navy. 
ANOTHER VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. 
Parig, February 4. 
In the Chamber, M. Jaures and M, Millerand 
made a violent attack on the Government for 
the “violation” of a letter addressed to M. 
Delcasse by a functionary of the Naval Depart: 
ment, They demanded a jndicial inquiry into 
the uffair, M. Meline replied, objecting to an 
enquiry, making it a question of confidence, 
The vote of confidence was passed by 317 
voles to 138. 
ANOTHER PRINCE HENRY. 
, Paris, February 5 
Atabanqaet on the occasion of his depar- 
ture for Abyssinia, Prince Henty of Orlea 
recalled the part he had taken in the organisation 
of the Equatorial provinces with the concurrence 
of M. Leontief and the Russians. He hoped 
that, thanks to Fiench explorers and King 
Menelik’s good will, the Freuch flag would 
soon float on the Upper Nile region. 














(Prom Manita Pari 
PHILIPPINE WAR NEWS. 
Madrid, J 

Numerous submissions have bee made in 
Cuba. Yesterday Maseoand a number of chiefs 
of important bands presented themselves. 

January 28, 

The number of submissions is increasing daily, 

The rebel leader Arangutea, the in of 
Colouel Ruiz, has been killed in action. 
who were deported in connection 
with Philippine affairs have been set at liberty. 

THE ILL-FATED “ MAINE.” 

The American war-ship Afaine, anchored in 
Havannah Bay, accentuates the cordial relations 
with Spai 

Immediately after the American ship there 
arrived German, English, and French cruisers, 
morally supporting ue, 

The Spanish craiser Viscaya is about to call 
at varions American ports to repay the visit of 
the Maine. 























January 31. 
The Vizcaya has left for New York. 


(Frost Japanese Pavers.) 


DEATH OF THE TAI WON-KUN. 
Soul, Feb, 23. 
Tai Won-kun, the father of the Korean 
Emperor, who has been in a precarious condi- 
tion for some time, died on the night of the 
22nd inst. 
THE SILVER YEN IN KOREA. 
Soul, Feb. 22. 
Mr. Alexieff, Russian Adviser to the Korean 
Treasury and Mr. Gabriel, President of the 
Russo-Chinese Bank, have opposed the use of 
the stamped Japanese silver yen in Korea. The 
treasury refuses to accept the stamped yen in 
payment of taxes, is 
LIN c 
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STRIKE OF RAILWAY ENGINE DRIVERS, 
Fukushima, Feb. 25. 
The railway engineers and stokers, about 
200 in all, of the Japan Railway Company (Nip- 
pon Tetsudo Kaisha) went onstrike last evening 
and consequently the traffic is much interrupted, 
‘The Company engaged other men who have 
not joined the movement and succeeded in run- 
ning their trains this afternoon. 
INCREASE OF RAILWAY FARES. 
Tsu, Feb. 24. 
The Kansai and the Sangu Railway Com- 
panies have received sanction from the Autho- 
rities for the proposed raising of fares. 











CHESS. 
ee 
All Communications to be addressed to the Cumss Epiz0r, 


sats Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 
side, 


‘The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, Uchi-Saiwai-cho Itchome (next to the Tokyo 
Club). 

SoLuTion oF Propiem No. 357: 


ware. BLACK. 
1—Bto Ki 8 1-K 10 04 


2 t B 4, mate 
oe ae 1-K toQ 5,0r B4 


2—Q to K5, mate 
2 : 1K to K 6, or BO 
2—Q to K B 4, mate 
Correct solutions received from W.HLS., 
P.E.F.S., Skak, Miss S., W.K., and Voila. 


Prosuem No. 360. 
A Beauty. 
By Loy. 


| Al a 





White to play and mate in wo moves, 





Re Prosiem No. 358. 

‘This little South American is giving our solvers 

a lot of trouble. 

'W.K. sends a solution which, however, is incor= 

tect, viz, t=Kt to Kt 4, 1—P Queens or Knights, 
forced (?) 2—B takes P and mates next move. 

'S. suggests the same key move but points 

P Bishops, a stale mate sesults. 

oo true, the Key move therefore 













Skak ” believes the composition to be a Two 
mover (!). Kor after Tu... to R 8 (forced), 2— 
Riakes P mate. Has our friend forgotten the 
tules that govern the movements of the pawns ? 

Miss S.—You are ow the sight track, 
again! 

Here are some comments by solvers in a home 
paper to whom weare indebted for the problem:— 
A charming composition ” A beauty.” 
the gems of Chess.” A luminous Nos 
“T thought the problem too simple to 
but # close study shows it to be a master- 









Try 










we hope, will encourage our solvers to 
jr skill once more, Another week is given 





try th 
to them for solving the problem. 


Prince Daptan. 

We take the following from the British Chess 
Magazine re Ps adian, of Mingrelia 
relia is a province of Asiatic Russia between 
the chain of the Caucasus and the Black Sea. 
Obscure though his conntey may be, the name of 
the Prince is known throughout the chess world as 
that of an original and brilliant player. 
1 Zondidi; the capital of Mi 
grelia, and from infancy displayed an extraoe 
tary liking for various branches of sci Heis 
an accomplished French scholar sod has @ power 




















Tul memory, speate six modeiyTarguages and 
igtzedby GOORIe 













Ming-|P 





evudition is known throughout Europe. He has 
played chess from boyhood, aud at Viewna in 1882 





he played a blindfold game with such accuracy 
that he was heartily applauded by the masters 
He has litle time, however, for over 

fal, 


presen 
board play. His end games are very beau 
willremain as chel-d’ceavies of chess, 
following was played at Homburg -— 
Game No. 364. 
Bopen-Kizseritzky GaMBit. 
White.—Prince Dadian, Black.—J. Kolisch. 





wits, BLACK. WHITE, BLACK. 
1P Ka P Kg 13PQRy BK 
PRUKBs KtKBs | P Ris) KiKi sgt) 
3B Bq KtxP 15 P Ki6(g) RPxP(i:) 
4KtB3) KixKya) [16P Rs  PxP 
SQPxKt PKB3(b) | 17 KR Ktaq Kt B3(i) 
6 Kt Ry Bs 18 RxKiPL KxR 

7 Castles 19 BR6ch K Rsq 
8P Bg %, 20 B Ki7 ch KxB 

g PxP(c) SraP 21 Q Kis ch K Bsq(j) 
10 B KS a Roch K Ktsq 
119 Ka ‘ont td) Ksqeh Ki Kis 
2PQKiy Canteste) BUMetcs in tess 


The notes (abridged) aie by the Rev. C. E. 
Ranken. 


Kt takes Kt then P to Q 4. Rete Q 33 
Bio Kt3; P to K 53 io KET Bite Roe 
takes P, Kt takes Kt; Q takes Ki, Castles; 
Castles, &c. 

(b) This atiempt to keep the P always gives 
Black a difficult game. 

(c) P.to B 5 is given here in the books, 

(d) Too tind; he should have played Ki to Q 
sq, in order to challenge the exchange by Bio K 3. 

(e) Very risky 5 Kt to Q sq was still available. 

(fF) Kt to R 4 would at any tale have stopped 
the advance of the R P. 

(x) Rees this point to the end White plays 
splen 


(h) IP to Q R33 P takes P, K takes P; 




















(i) B to B 3 was mare to the purpose, 
@) IK to R sq. White mates in four moves by 
R takes P ch, &c. 


Game No. 365. 


A Fins Buinpvotp Game (ont o¥ Six) 
Pravep aT ReicaTe 


Black—A. W. Lemon. 





White—Blackburne, 


(a) Black may also play ie is QB 3; and it] yy 


had been plaved, then (43) P takes P, R takes 
P: (44) Q to Kt7 (ch), K takes P; (43) Qu B 
7 (ch). to Kt 4; (46) QtuRS (ch), KwBs; 
(47) R takes RB (ch), Q takes R; (48) Qto B 5, 
mate,—St. Fames’ Budget. 


NOTES. 
One of the longest games we ever heard of was 
i vied in J Ic was a correspondence 
Americans of New 
York Guy and a Ches in Bremen, Germany. 
The New Yorkers won a Ruy Lopez which took 
about two years and five months to finish. 


















Messrs. Blackburne, Janowski, Bird, Burn, and 
perhaps ove or two more leading players, are ex- 
pected to take part ina chess festival at Hasting-, 
England, extending from Febiuary 23rd to Feb. 
27:h inclusive. 


Dr, Conmad Beyer, the great problem composer, 
has just died. Forty years ago his reputation 
sp-ead all over Europe, but by the present gene- 
sation he was scarcely known, One of his earliest 

cesses was to wit the first prize in the celebiat 
ed Era tournament of 1856, alter a very severe 
struggle with F, Healey, who came second. 





The vetuen match for the championship of the 
ited States between Harty N. Pillsbury and 
Jackson W. Showalter was to commence on Wed- 
hesday, February and, and to be played Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays thereafter. The mate 
will be “ first seven wins,” extended to 1en wi 
if each player should avrive at the score wf six, 
and will probably require about eighteen games 
to determine: ‘The match last year tequited 
twenty-one games. 























onal cable match between England 
ed States will be played in March. 
Pillsbury, Showalter, Hodges, Hymes, Barty, and 
Delmar will be in the team, The other four 
players will be selected soon 





ng the material for another 
ait some interesting novelties 


Steinitz is prepa 
book which isto c 
in the openings. 








Chess with living figures is becoming a fad now 









was given by Duke Jo 





tia (1650) Eee 
Was Shakespeare a chess-player? He only 
once refers directly tothe game, Tn the fifth ac 
of The Tempest,” Fe:din and Miranda are 
at chess. 








discovered playin 
Mir, Sweet lord, you play 
Fer.: 


me false. 

No, my dearest love, 

T would not for the:world, 

Yes, for a score of kingdoms you should 
wrangle, i 

And I would call it fair play. 

‘There is no evidence hee that Shakespeare 
even knew one piece from another. It has, indeed, 
been sugyested that the game was only introduced 
because Ferdinand was Prince of Naple: 
Shakespeare's Naples was the hea 
of chess play. the other hand 





Mir. 


















ust have been Prosperu’s, and Prospero 
was Duke of Mil It is @ pity to imagine that 
Shakespeare had any other purpose than to show 








WHITE, BLACK. WHITR. BLACK. 
1PKg =P K3 25 R K6(e) B Bq 
2PQ; PQs 26RK3 P BY 
3 KVQB3 KeKB3) | 27 PxP BxP 
4 PxP xP 28 R(K3) RZR Kia 
5KtB3  BQ3 29QB-q B 
8B Q3 PBB go RRs Q Be 
7Casties Castles 3 BPC) KixB 
8KtK2 BKKis | 32 Rxktcl(e) KB sg 
g Kt Ktg Kt Ry 33RK6  RxR 
ro PB3 Ki Qz 3s PxR BBs 

Ba Brkt QQq KKa 
12 PxB KBg(a) 3 g Rs BKy 
13 KixKe R5 37 B Bs Q Ky 
14 Kt K3. BS 38 O B3 kg 
15 K Kr2(b) Prt 39 RR«q ROsq 
16 RPxP(c) JoBBz2 BB} 
17 P KB ks 4rR PQR3 
18 R Req K+q [42 B Kg g 5(h) 

R+q | 43 BxP x 
20BQ2 RB3 44 BQ RxR 
21 OR K+q Q Be 45 Bx KxP 
22 2 Rt Bsq |40PKBy BQsq 
23P Bs Kt Re \7 BKz2 Resigns. 
2g P KKig PK Kig(d) 
NoTes. 


(a) We always think that the normal variation 
in the French defence leads to very interest 
Here we have a typical position, in which 
eur has sufficient pluck and spirit to give 
r against the blindfold champion, 

vO Il White plays (15) Ktto K 2, Rte B3; 
(16) R to Q sq, Q to RG, to be followed by R to 
R 3, admits sian delahee 

(c) Lt was important that he should have taken 
with the took's pawn, 

(d) ‘The complications in this extremely interest- 

ing game are manifold, Black hay no other move 
wherewith to stop White’s threatened advance of 
to Kt 5. 
(e) I Stas) Ptakes P(e.p.), Rtakes P (ch); 
(26) K to Kt sq Q to B 6; (27) P to Kt 7 (ch), K 
takes P; (28) B'takes P (ch), K to R sq (29) Q 
takes R, and wins, 

(f) At last White gets another chance for the 
display of his ingenuity, 

(g) All this is exiremely preity. 
dare venture to take this rook. 

(h) At last the resistance weakens, yielding 
jo only toforce. If the obvious move of P to Q 5 























Black hardly 





the lovers in a pretty aud engaging attiude, to 
show how his darling Muanda bears herself in 
this sweet antagonism, But the fact that he 
nowhere elye tefers directly to chess, and that, 
¢ many wiiters, from Bacon dowoward, he 
ver even uses its terns by way of illustration or 










e had for him no great attraction,— Boston 
Traveller. 
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THE NEXT Mal. IS DUE 
Line, Steamer. 
P.& 0. Co, Rohillar 
0, & O.Co. Belgic 
PLM.Co.  C.of Rae. Jiro 
PLM Co, Peru 





CG. PLR. Co. Em, of Chi 
ND. Loy Hohenso! 



























For . Date, 
Europe, via Sthai. M. M. Co. nien W. Mar. 9 
shangha ; Nagato Maru = W. Mer, 2 
Hongkong wenn Pe BM, Co- C of Rede [iro Th. Mar. 4 
America. 0.8% 0.Co. Dorie Sa.Mar 5 
Hongkeo P. 8 O.Co, Robills To. tae. 8 
Hongkong CLP. RCo, Bm, of China 





Howe koex )N.D.L. Hohenzolterw 
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LATEST SHIPPING. Coptic, British steamer, 2,744, Inman Sealby, 26th 
eb.,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and Gene- 
ARRIVALS. ral.—O, & O. SS. Co. 
Saikio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,652, G. W. an! 
ver, 18th Feb:,—Shanghai vid ports, 12th PASSENGERS. 
Feb, Mails and  General.—Nippon Yusen ARRIVED, 
Kaisha. 


Holstein, German steamer, 1,103, Eoland, 19th 
Feb.,—Hongkovg, Rice.—Simon Evers & Co. 

Argyll, British steamer, 1,886, Ward, 19'h Feb., 
—Liverpool_and Glasgow via ports, and Kobe, 
18th Feb., General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Framnes, Noiwegian steamer, 958, Gabrielu, 22nd 
Feb.,— Rangoon, 3oth Jan., Rice.— Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

China, Hawaiian steamer, 2,600, W. B. Seabury, 

Feb,,—Hongkong via ports, 12h Feb., 
Mails and General,—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Obi, British steamer, 1,951, Richard Pinkham, 
23ed Feb.,—Hamburg via ports, and Hongkong 
14th Feb., Genesal.—Samuel, Samuel & Co. 

Min, British steamer, 1,981, J. Johnson, agrd 
Feb.,—Batoum via ports, grit Dec., Kerosene 
oil. Samuel, Samuel & Co. 

Coptic, British steamer, 2,744, Inman Sealby, 
24th, Feb—San Francisco, 3rd Feb., Mails & 
General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Braemar, British steamer, 2,316, Edward Porter, 
agth Feb.,—Victoria, B.C., & Tacoma, Wash., 
3rd Web., Mails and General.—Dodwell, Caulill 
& Co. 

Tetartos, German steamer, 1,578, P. Ccuelson, 
24th Feb.,—Hongkong, Rice and Sugar— 
Simon, Evers & Co. 

Patroclus, British steamer, 3,323, Dickens, 24th 

iverpool via ports, and Kobe 24th Feb. 
Geneval.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P. 
Marshall, 2g'h Feb.,—Hongkong via ports, and 
Kobe 23rd Feb,, Mails and General.—C. P. R. 
Co. 


























Kagoshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,652, J. W. 
Ekstrand, 25th Feb.,—Hongkong via ports, and 
Kobe 231d” Feb., General.—Nippon 
Kaisha, 





Yusen 








French steamer, 2,080, R. Schmits, 25th 
Feb:,—Marseilles via ports, & Kobe 24th Feb., 
Mails and General.—M. M. S.S. Co. 

Fokn R. Kelley, American ship, 2,255, O- E. 
Chapman, 2sth Feb..—New York, gth Oct 
Kerosene Oil.—Standard Oil Co. 

Nagato Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,149, S. T's 
25th Feb.,—Shanghai via paris, 19th Feb., 
Mails and Gener Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Garnet Hill, British ship, 2,186, Roberts, 25th 
Feb.,—Middlesborough, 24th August, General. 
—Order. 

















DEPARTURES. 


Hohensollern, German steamer, 1,376, H. Bleeker, 
18th Feb.—Hongkong via Kobe aud Naga- 
saki, Mails and General.—H. Abrens & Co., 
Nachf. 

Glengarry, Buitish steamer, 1,925, Ferguson, 18th 
Feb,,—Moji, Ballast.—Jardine Matheson & Co. 

Siam, British steamer, 992, |. Messer, 19th Feb., 
—Moji, Ballast.—Dodwell, Carlill & 

Rosetta, British steamer, 2,139, F.N. Tillard, 23¢d 
Feb.,—Hongkong via Kobe and Nagasaki, 
Mails and Geueral.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Saikio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,652, G. W. 
Conner, 231d Feb.,—Shanghai via ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Concord (6), US. gunboat, 1,710, Commander A. 
Walker, 19th Feb.,—Chemulpo. 

Hertha, German steamer, 2,199, Hildecbandt, 
2oth Feb. avee and Hamburg via ports, 
General.—Simon Evers & Co. 

Erato, German steamer, 2,377, Osterman, 21st 
Feb.,—Havre and Hamburg via ports, General. 
—Simon Evers & Co. 

Carmarthenshire, British 
cock, 23¢d Feb.,—Nag 
—Samuel, Samuel & Co. 

Argyll, Britis steamer, 1,886, W. Ward, 234 
Feb.,—Portland, Oregon, Mails and General.— 
Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Prometheus, British steamer, 3,583, Keay, 24th 
Feb.,—London and ports, General. —Buatter field 
& Swire, 

China, Hawaiian steamer, 2,600, W. B. Seabury, 
24th Feb.,—San Francisco via Honolulu, Mails 
and General.—P. M. » Ca. 

Cam, British steamer, 1.930, Pritchard, 24th Feb, 
—Moji, Ballast. Standard Oil Co. 

6, Edward Porter, 





























teamer, 1,878, D. Sins 
i via Kobe, General, 




















Braemar, British steamer, 
25th Feb.,—Hongle via pois, Mails and 
General.—Dodwell Carlill & Co, 

Voronej, Russian steamer, 3.325, S. Andveieff, 
a5th Feb.,—Paort Arthur, Coal.—Biowne & Co. 

Empress of India, British ‘steamer, 3.003, O. P. 
Marshall, 25 » B.C, Mails 

















Per Hawaiian steamer China, from Hongkong 
via ports :—Miss Ethel W. Azbill, Mr. C. W. 
Collier, Mr. A. G. Dent, Mr. G. Hay, Mr. S. M. 
Kung, Mr. J. H. McMichel, Miss Oakley, Mr. J. 
Reid, and “Mr. Milton S. Ray in cabin, For 
Honolulu :—Mr. A. Kandson, and Dr, and Mrs, 
S. Kobayashi in cabin. For San Francisco :— 
Rev, Alfred Alf, Dr. Young J. Allen, Rev. A 
Beattie, Mrs. Beattie and 2 childven, Mr. S. BE. 
Bowen, Mr. Jas. A. Dow, Mr. Jno. A. Dow, Mr, 
W. R. Eastlack, Mr. F,G. Neilson, Mrs. Neilson, 
Mr. R. Ramsey, Rev. W. F. Walker, Mr. Ow 
Tiew Kie and servant, and Mr. Liang Hum and 
servant in cabin, 

Per British steamer Coptic, from San Fran 
cisco via Honolulu:—Mrs. B. K. Hunt, Mr. A. 
Azevedo, Mrs. Walter Brooks, Miss Edith Brook: 
Me. Hermann Kobbe, Mrs. W. C. Davidson, Mr. 
M. Hori, Miss Jessie Rilot, Mr. James H. White, 

























Mr. BE, W. Blechynden and Mr. R. H. Weight in 
cabin, For Kob Mr. nan, Mr. E. J. 
Bates in cabin. Fur Shanghai :—Mr. Alfred A. 
Nicholls in cabin, For Hongkong :—Mr. John 


Holliday, Mv. J. G. F. Thyssen and Mr, F. von 
Schoeller in cal 
Per British steamer Empress of India, from 
Hongkong via ports:—General and Mrs. P. B. 
Sharpe and ser Ms. Sewell and child, Mr. 
‘A. Schieicher, Mr. Waliram, Mr, W. Balden, 
Mi. BE. M. Janion, Me. ALS, Garfit, Me. L, Spit- 
zel, Me. F. Grafton, Me. F. Migeod, R.N. Mr. 
.'P. Grant, Mr. H. Watles, Mr. K. Leilee, 
Mr. W. Jobustone and servant, ‘Mi, N. Holmes, 
Mr. B. Munster, and Mi. R. Rieff in cabins 6 in 
second class; 306 in steerage. 
DEPARTED. 


Per Japanese steamer Saikio Maru, for Shang- 
hai via ports:—Mr, Schaninger, Capt. G. Nagao, 
Mc. and Mes, Ley, and 2 children, Me. J. Joa. 
stone, Mr, Fadasselff, Mr. Fervaloff, Mu. Den. 
bigh, Me, and Mrs. Plonehoff in ca MG. 
Auber and Mr. A. W. Eblas in second class; 
and 66 Japanese in steerage 

Per H + China, for San Francisco 
via Honoh Mis. Geo, Adams, Rev. 
Alfred All, Di. Y. J. Allen, Mr. H. Arimatsu, 
Rev. and Mis. S. L. Baldwin, Rev. and Mis. A. 
Beattie and two children, Mv. S, E. Bowen, Mr. 
P, Cameron, Mr. W. Dennis, Mr. John A Dow, 
Mr. Jas. A. Dow, Me. Re We astlatee, Mu. Ji 
Eberhardt, Miss S, Fisher, Prof, 1 Fujioka, Miss 
M. H. Hennessey, Mes. B,C. Howard, Miss 
Gladys Howard, Miss Sybil Howard, Mr. Liang 
Hous and servant, Dr. and Mis. S. Kobayashi, 
Mi. A. Kaudson, Me, and Mes. O. J. Kion, Mr, 
S. Kubota, Mr. and Mus. D. M. Carton Lee, Me. 
T, Matsuoka, Miss L. Mead, Mr. K. Miya 













































































Mr, and Mes. Chas. J. Morse, Master Junior 
Morse, Mr. and Mis. F, J. Neilson, Mr. R. Rai 
sey, Mr. Milton S, Ray, Mr. M, Shiraishi, Me. & 





Mis. D. E. Simon, Miss M. E. Stanley, Mr. On 
Tien, Kie and servant, Rev. W. KF, Walker, and 
Mr, Thos, Wiliams in cabin, 














REPORTS. 


The British steamer Coptic, Captain 
Sealby, reports t—Left San Francisco Feb. 3) 






1.44 p.m., thence to Feb. gth had strong, S.W. 
gales and high seas, thence to Feb. 15th had 
moderate variable winds and moderate seas, 
thence to port a succession of moderate to heavy 
arciving Feb. 


Westerly gales and high seas, 
agth at 11.20 an. 





LAT. 





COMMERCIAL, 
ang 
IMPORT 


ne demand for grey shittings, which was faiily 
brisk last week, has fallen off, requirements hav- 
ing been supplied for the present. In yarns a 
fate extent of business hay been transacted, and 
prices have an upward tendency. In fancy cot- 
tons and woollens nothing is doing. Consider. 
able sales of raw cotton, American and Indian, 
have been made al slight reductions on former 
rates, Chinese cotton has risen about $1 per picul, 
COTCOM PECK GOUnS, 

















ee—NIN, 28h yda. gyinches $2 55 to 2.85 

















ngs—olh, 3b yids. 4sinches 2.80 to 3.35 
ay ynvds, sainches 180 tu 200 
ota yards, dginches., 1.95 to 2.g0 
yauls, soiuches,, 200 t 
1Satteean Wacie, e S78 








1.18} tv 0.95 
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WOOLLENS. ven ates 
flannels .. $0.30 tu 0.50 
Italian Clot 0.35  O4t 
© 30 tw 0.33) 


tw 0.274 


tw aaa 
to 0.50 


to 0.75 
to 0.85 








hs—Union, 54 @ 56 inches 
Alankete—Scariet and Gi 
rs 






90 
0.75 to 1.00 


4.80 to 1.70 


soinches fe 
‘Turkey Reds—2.8 to 31m 24/25 yards, 


30 inch 2 
‘Turkey Reds—3.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 

32 inches & 
Turley Reds—4.8 to sib, 24/25 yards, 





175 te ate 


2.40 tv 3.70 


S2inch 


3.00 to 3.50 






41.00 to 
44.00 to 
46.00 to 
5175 to 
61.00 to 
75-00 to 
99.00 to 
72.00 to 
89.00 to 
112.00 to 


8/32, Sing! 

38/42, Sin 

32, Doubles 
2, Doubles 





wl ALs 
amount of business has been been done 
during the week, holders having given some con- 
cessions on current quotations, 





ind upward.g.15 to 4.60 
4:20 to 4.50 
$:10 lo 5.30 
9.20 to 10.50 
600 to 6.50 
590 tc 6.00 
2.05 to 2.20 

goto 5.25 


Round an 










Venw, Hey 
Hoop Iron (i to + 


react : 
The market is still stagnant and prices continue 








o fall, though there are signs of an improvement 

in the near future, A cargo of Russian oil attive 

ed per steamer Afin from Batoum on the 22nd, 
‘American #1gato 1.9: 


Russian vee teoee 
Langkat ae 








. sea. 
Activals of Brown have amounted to 38,370 





piculs Manila and 5,507 piculs China; the form 
with the stock previously on hand, has all be 
cleared out, while sales of China amount to over 
$009 Nothing has been done in Formosa. 

rices are a Uifle lower than quotati 


White refined very little has done, and quotations 
are unchanged. 






















Pala bm erorts 
Brown Manila pret bed 
Brown Daitong 3.85 to 3.90 
frown Canton 3.85 to 4.50 
White Java and. Pen 8:30 to 7.00 
White Refi 7.35 "© 9.00 


EXPORTS. 


oh RAW SILK, 
The activity and brisk demand which charac- 
terised the market in the early past of last week 


have Out, owing to a great extent to the high 
prices asked and the small stock of silk of the ree 
quired quality on hand, ‘The remaining stock 
consists of about 6,500 piculs, against’ 10,870 
piculs at same date last yeat, Prices asked are 
generally from $10 to $15 per picul higher than 
Our standing quotations. Shipments include 580 
bales per China, 230 bales per Empress of India 
75 vales per Kagoshima Maru aud 4z bales pet 
Argyll, for America; and 81 bales per Hohentol- 
lern and 17 bales per Rosetta, for Europe. 
Quotations. 









13/15, 14/16 de 
Fo/tydaniers , 
+ t9NN5, 14/46de 
4, to/ta denie! 








820 to 830 
“Boo to Bio 
780 to 760 


840 to 850 







No. ah, ty ax den 
reels—No. 3, 14/20 deniers, 
edas—Ioxt 








Very little has been doing Waste sill, and 
bout the same. Stock is estimated at 
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6,100 piculs, of medium to low qu 


vality. The 


Hohenzollern took 350 and the Rosetta 166 bales 


for Europe. 


quorations, 







Kibiso—Joshu, Go 
Kibiso—Bushy, F: 





Nothing at all doing; stocks are 


$115 t0 120 


25 to 30 
20 to224 


reduced to 


112,000 catties. Small shipments for America, 
390 packages by the Argyll and 340 packages per 
China, have been made, Total settlements to date 
for the season amount to 214,323 piculs, against 


216,772 piculs 
tions are no: 





QUOTATIONS. 


Common .. 


EXCHANGE. 
Silver from London 





same date last year. Quota- 





igher and sterling 


quotation } higher from China, but rates here have 


undergone no change, 
Stetling—Bank | 


Private 4 mon) 
ny—Bank wight ,. 

— = Private 4 months’ sig 
On Mongkong—Bank sight 
Private today 
i Hank sight 









Private 30 day 
Nar Silver (London)... 














alos 
2/od 
2/o} 
2/0%% 
2/ORe 
254 


hit 











969 


} Gun Metal, Copper, 
jn Yron Cocks and 


27, Rue des Tail 
Hydropathic and Mas 


ves & C 
rer & 


December 5, 1896. 


-. WATERING 
__ APPARATUS 


* Non-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
and Street Washers, 


Garden Watering 
‘Apparatus. 


| E. GUESNIER, E.c.P., 


Enginoor and Cook Mnfr., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 


PaRIs. 


tus supplied to the Vichy Co. 
‘Vapour Baths (Berthe system). 







Boxes and 






and Cast- 
Valves. 








iMandiers, 







sage Appari- 


















CARD. 
REGINALD H. M 


ARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 


a prepared to execute orders for AUSTRA- 
LEATHER, 


LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, 
and BONES. 
Address : 


Care of Japanese Consuzate, 


98, Queen Street, Me 
December 18th, 1397, 


Ibourne, 
Goax 
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and free from every blemish 
is the skin, scalp, and hair 
of infants, cleansed, purified, 
and beautified by 


The most effective 
skin purifying and 
beautifying soap in 
the world, as well as 
purest and sweetest 
for toilet, bath, and nursery. For distressing facial eruptions, pimples, 
blackheads, red, rough, oily skin, irritations of the scalp with dry, thin, 
and falling hair, red, rough hands with shapeless nails, and simple rashes 
and blemishes of infancy it is incomparable. Guaranteed absolutely 
pure by analytical chemists of the highest standing, whose certificates 
of analysis accompany each tablet. 

Sold throughout the world. British de} 
don, Porrnn Dave axp Cex. Cons, Bole 


ment of Baby's Gkin,” a book of 84 pases, ‘auiyht 
Mother should’ know about the Shia, Bealp, and Hal 


fuwaERY & Sons, 1, King Edward-st, 

ton, U. BA” Rar Bend for our oat 
rated, containing ail that every intelligent 
+ Dost free. 






MOTHERS ! 72 k2°%,ts warm bets wits CUTICURA SOAP, end « single ansinting with CUTT- 
# OIA Tae grenokin cue ilar tata rl ic the mow drag of hig, bar 
infantile rashes and iritations of the skin and scalp, and Hot to we hem, 


MOTHERS! inate hil anda porsewees fess asd sonoma 














ae 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 








Ble 


(A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris, 


Tne OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January 1st, 1896, 













4 


i GRINDING MACHINERY for all i:ihds of dry oF 





wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
soap, perfumery, aud chemicals.” 





MIXING, GRUSHING, ANO PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


Address Messrs. C. ROHDE & Co., 
YOKOHAMA. 











November 2tst, 1896. 
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‘Trade Mark on every Casting. 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“ SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL ONSTRU TIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 
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DEATH. 
At San Francisco, Cal., on the 25th Fets 
W. Buvow, beloved father of Mis, S. Isaacs. 











SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Logp Satispury is suffering from an altack of 
influenza, 
Tue Ru 
the rst inst, 


Tue revised treaty between Japan and Siam was 
signed on the asth ult, 





Korean Bank started business on 





Ir is proposed to hold an International Exhibi- 
tion in Tokyo in 1902, 





A NuMBER of cases of plague are reported in 
Formosa, and the d preading. 


In the Soudan the British Nile Brigade has 
advanced within 24 miles of Berber. 












Tue Cruiser Peiersburg has sailed from Odessa 
for V-adivostock with over 1,000 men on board. 


Tue Yokohama Water Works Bureau will in- 
crease the rates for the supply of water from the 
Ist proximo. 





Tux King of Greece's other assailant has been 
arr , and has confes: ing made the 
attempt. 


Just after 8 o'clock on Monday night one of 
the two gun mains of the LO Gas Soli 


gle 




























Company collapsed, and half the houses sup- 
plied with gas in the capital were thrown into 
darkness. 


A Grezx loan of four millions sterling at 3 per 


Z\cent. has been guaranteed by Great Britain, 


France, and Russ 


A Councit of Experts is to be formed in the 
Communications Department with a view to 
improving the railway system. 





Tux Yokohama Specie Bank will pay a divi- 
dend at the rate of 15 per cent. per annum for 
the second half of last year. 


Tux British House of Commons has passed the 
votes for an increase in the number of men and 
for higher pay in the army. 


THE amount of tea sold to foreign firms in Yoko- 
hama during February last was 47,100 &in, the 


3¢| amount in stock being 94,900 &in. 





It is rumoured in New York that inquiries 
have proved than the explosion on the U. S 
battle-ship A/aine was not accidental. 


Linur.-GeneraL Baron Nocti has been 
superseded in the governor-generalship of For- 
mosa by Lt.-General Baron Kodama, 


Emrier Zoxa has been sentenced to a year's im- 
prisonment and 3,000 francs fine in connection 
with his agitation against the trial of Dreyfus 


Tue usual spring Exhibition of objects of 
modern and ancient art will be opened in the 
Uyeno Galleries on April rst, and remain open 
till May 2oth, 





A Youne man named Yamamoto Seiyemon, 
of Shizuoka, murdered his brother's wife and 
six children on the 27h ult. He tried to escape, 
but was arrested, 


Baron Rozgn, Russian Minister to Japan, on 
the 28th ultimo presented the Emperor and 
Empress with some valuable gilts sent by the 
Czar and Czai 


Tuz Communications Department is now 
endeavouring to arrange for an increase in the 
speed of express trains running between Shim. 
bashi and Kobe, 








Tue proposed festival to celebrate the 3oth 
auniversary of the removal of the Government 
from Kyoto to Tokyo will take place on the 
roth April next in Uyeno Park. 





At Yoichi, Hokkaido, ex:ly on the morning 
of the 2ust ult., eight fishing boats foundered 
in a gale, and ten others were damaged. 
Twenty-thiee fishermen were drowned. 


Ir is reported that in addition to the vessels 
already in course of constriction for the Japa- 
nese Navy, two new war ships and eight torpedo- 
catchers are to be built in England, 


Tur strike of engineers and stokers onthe Japan 
Railway Company's lines still partially” con- 
tinues. Some of the men have returned to 
work, but others are holding out, 


A Resocurion by Sir Ashmead Bartlett has 
been adopted without division in the House of 
Commons, declaring it to he of vital importance 
to maintain the independence of China, 


AN extensive fire occurred in the godowns of 
the Kobe Pier Co., on the night of the and 
inst., from which the loss is variously e: 
at from half a million to a million dollar 





ated 


M. Hanoraus, the French Minister for Foreign 
ec has informed Sir Edmund Monson, the? 


{and Shanghai 





British Ambassador, that the Sokoto incident 
is against the wishes and instructions of the 
French Government. 


ACCORDING to investigations made by the 
Formosa Administrative Office the Japanese 
population of the island now stands at 68,848— 
36,272 males and 32,576 females, comprised in 
12,920 families, 





Mx. J. F. Frasu, one of the world cyclists, de- 
livered an interesting reading on his journey 
through Upper Burmah and Western China to 
ameeting of the Asiatic Society of Japan in 
Tokyo on the and instant, 





Ow1nG to the extremely dilatory delivery of 
goods from Yokohama Railway Station, the 
merchants of Tokyo and Yokohama are con- 
sidering the formation of a transport company 
with two steamers’ and 20 barges for traffic 
between the two cities. 





Ir is reported that a loan of a handred million 
taels is to be made to China by the Hongkong 
d the Germany Asiatic Banks 
at 4} per cent., issue rate 83. The security is 
the unpledged portion of the Custom duties 
and the ikin dues. 


Tur steamer Kelung Maru, of the Osaka 
Shosen Kaisha, left Kobe for Hongkong on the 
2nd inst. On her reurn voyage she will bring 
rice from Saigon, The Company will undertake 
four voyages a year on the same route, receiving 
a subsidy of yen 25,590 from the authorities. 





A DrTerMIngp attempt to assassinate King 
George of Greece was made by two men at 
Athens on the 27th ult, Nine shots were fired 
but none struck the King. A man named 
Karditza, employed by the municipality of 
Athens, has been arrested aud admitted firing 
at the King. 








Towarps dusk on the 28th ult., the steamer 
Otag: Maru. ot the Osaka Shosen Kaisha, 
came in collision. with the steamer Shin-unyw 
Maru at Kobe, and both vessels sustained 
damage. On the 1st inst. another collision 
occured at Wada Misaki, Hyogo Ken, between 
the steamer Kyoritsu Maru and the jnuk 
Asashi Maru, 


Tue Import business during the week can 
scarcely be said to show any decided improve- 
ment. The run on grey shirtings has entirely 
subsided and very little business has been done 
in fancy cottons and woollens. There has been 
some enquiry for yarns, but as prices are firmly 
maintained, no considerable business has been 
done, There has been a jump in the quotations 
for raw cotton of all kinds; consequent on the 
destruction of stock at the fire in the Kobe Pier 
Co.’s godowns on the 3rd instant, when over 
7,600 bales of Indian and American cotton are 
reported to have been burned, and a further 
quantity damaged. The kerosene market has 
much improved in tone and prices have gone up 
from § to rocents per case. A fair,steady business 
has been done in brown sugar, at rising prices. 
Metals are flat in view of heavy arrival 
prices have a downward tendency. Lar 
portations of foreign rice continue, In Exports 
there has been little done. The demand for 
raw silk has been light during the week for 
export, but a good business was transacted with 
native manufacturers and stocks have been 
considerably reduced Nothing has been done 
in tea, and in general exports there have been a 
fair amount of transactions in fish oil and cop: 
per, the latter at very firm rates, Sales of 
coal at Moji are reported to be very active. 
‘Lhe amount exported during the latter half of 
Iast month reached 28,285 tons, valued al yen 
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SPIKIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
ge 

The Nichi Nichi Shimbun devotes a column 
to pleading the cause of small farmers. In 
feudal times agriculture was regarded as the 
most honorable method of money-getting, and 
it still stands high in the esteem of the nation, 
though undoubtedly the fact that the future of 
the country lies in manufactures is coming to 
be more and more recognised. The farmer 
is, in truth, a vitally important factor in the 
national economy, and his interests deserve to 
be carefully consulted. Statistics show that 
the number of households registered as agricul- 
tural aggregate 5,518,041, among which those 
that own the land as well as farm it total 
3,121,075, and those that till it merely as tenants 
number 2,496,965. We may divide these totals 
again into households which make farming 
their sole business, and households which have 
some additional source of livelihood. We then 
obtain the following results :-— 
Households which own as well as farm 

the land and make agriculture ti 

sole occupation ., pies 
Households which own as well as farm 

the laud but have also some other 




















2,170,652 

















occupation eae ate wee ee 950,423 
Households wh rent and farm the 

land, making agriculture their sole 

occupation .. we + 1,519,200 
Households which rent and fa 

land having also some other occu- 

pation . 877,766 





All persons farming land which does not belong 
to them must be classed as ‘small farmers.” 
They constitute 41 per cent. of the whole agr 
cultural population, and well deserve the atten- 
tion of legislators, In certain prefectures 
almost the whole of the land is farmed by 
tenants, Such prefectures, for example, are 
Hyogo, Niigata, Takanashi, Gifu, Toyama, 
Shinano, Okayama, Tokushima and Fukuoka, 
Turning to the question of area, we find that 
ou of a total superficies of 4,619,172 cho 
(11,547,930 acres) devoted to agriculture, the 
Portion owned by those that farm it measures 
2,795,707 cho (6,989,267 acres) and the portion 
farmed by tenants measures 1,813,465 cho 
(4.533.663 acres). Or, again, if there be ques- 
tion of wet fields (lowland rice land), it appears 
that the area farmed by owners of the land is 
1,511,307 cho (3 778,267 acres), and the area 
farmed by tenants, 1,173.083 cho (2,932,707 
acres), These various figures show the great 
importance of the tenant farmer. In fact, out 
of every ten thousand cho (25 000 acres) of 
cultivated land, he farms 3,937 cho (9,842 
acres), and out of every ten thousand cho of 
lowland rice fields, he farms 4,367 cho (10,917 
acres). Industrial and commercial banks 
have now been established in various parts of 
the empire, providing monetary facilities for 
manufacturers and traders, and agricultural banks 
are to follow. But looking at the rules of the 
projected agricultural banks, it appears that they 
will be forbidden to make advances unsecured 
by real property to others than urban or rural 
communities, or public associations organized 
in accordance with law and considered worthy 
of credit, or combinations of jointly responsible 
creditable individuals numbering at least twenty, 
The tenant farmer will not come under any of 
these categories, It will be almost impossible 
for him to obtain accommodation trom the 
banks. No fault, indeed, is to be found with 
the rule, neither is it suggested that banks 
should advance money to persons who can not 
offer security and are not worthy of credit. Still 
the tenant farmer’s case needs some remedy, 
and perhaps the best plan would be to organise 
credit guilds (Shinyo Kumiai) such as would 
command the confidence of the banks, 
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The Fiji Shimpo devotes three articles to de- 
monstrating the fact that Japan is becoming, 
and js destined to become, more and mote de- 
pendent upon foreign countries for the neces- 
sacies of life. Rice presents itself first for 
consideration in this context, Ii is the staple 
article of the people’s diet. A curious point 
suggests itself in connexion with the production 


of this cereal in Japan. Asa general rule, land 


becomes quickly exhausted if the same kind of 
crop be raised on it year by year, ‘That is an 
experience too well established to require de- 
monstration, But in this country farmers have 
been planting rice in the same fields for tens of 
centuries, yet the land shows no sign of ex- 
haustion, The explanation is that very ex- 
ceptional skill has beeu developed in the use of 
manures, Apart from vegetable manures, 
which, on decomposing, return to the soil some 
of the components taken from it by rice crop 
ping, fish manure can be largely employed 
owing (o the teaming wealth of piscine life in 
the waters that wash the four shores of the 
island empire, Farther, the Japanese probably 
stand pre-eminent among nations for the value 
that they attach to human manure, which in 
European countries is scarcely at all employed. 
In England, for example, it is for the most 
part thrown into the sea. But in Japan there 
is no such waste. A reasonable estimate of the 
value of this one agricultural fertilizer is 40 
million yes annually, After all, however, if the 
Japanese have been able to raise good crops 
of rice from the same land during fifteen 
or twenty centuries, it is not because nature 
has specially fitted the land for such a pur- 
pose, but because remarkable skill and un. 
tiring labour are devoted to the task, On 
the other hand, the capacities of the country 
for producing rice are plainly limited. It may 
be fairly doubted whether much land remains 
lo be added to the area already under crops. 
Since the fall of feudalism there certainly has 





»}been an increase in the yearly yield, bat it is 


only very partially due to fand-reclamation. A 
more potent factor has been the abolition of the 
annual visits of the feudal nobles and their 
families to Tokyo. The immense demand 
created by that custom for carriers, inn-keepers 
and highway labourers in general drew hand- 
reds of thousands of hands from agricultural 
pursuits, and the result was plainly visible, for 
the most neglected farms in the whole country 
were those lying along the line of the great 
trunk roads (Tokaido, Nakasendo, etc.), All 
that has been changed. Further, in proportion 
as facilities of communication and carriage have 
improved, a certain number of new districts have 
been brought under cultivation, Still it would 
seem {hat the rice crop has very nearly reached ils 
potential maximum, Several years have elapsed 
since 40 million &o&u came to be regarded 
as a full yield, That figure is seldom reached 
and seldom indeed surpassed. On the other 
hand, the growth of the population isan indubit 
able fact. Each year adds fully four hundred 
thousand mouths to the number that have to be 
fed, to say nothing of the growing prosperity 
which has converted into rice-eaters multitudes 
of people who, in old times, never dreamed of 
such luxurious diet. It may even be questioned 
whether the supply of fish for manure will not 
grow scarce one of these days, for the demand 
for fish as an article of food has developed 
pari passa with that for rice, and its price has 
gone np correspondingly. Everything indicates 
that Japan must depend more and more upon 
supplies of rice from abroad, and, further, that 
her people will gradually change their diet, 
turning to bread and meat. For these, too, 
they will have to look to foreign countries, 
neither the climate not the soil of Japan being 
suited for pasturage or wheat-raising, There is 
a prejudice against foreign tice. The Japanese 
class it all as Nandin mai, (Chinese rice) and 
turn from it with professed dislike. But, asa 
matter of fact, they consume large quantities 
in happy ignorance, and the import is steadily 
increasing. Timber is another article which 
will have to be procured abroad. The domestic 
supply is almost exhausted and prices are be- 
coming prohibitive. Experts allege that it 
is difficult now-a-days to find a tree of more 
than 15 years of age in a Japanese forest, 
and that if the timbers used in the frame 
of such a temple as Hongwan-ji had to 
be procured now, the task would be im: 
possible, Cotton is a third example, The 
Japanese are able to spin their own yarns, but 


















they can not grow their own cotton, So, too, 
the woollen: manufacturing industry has begun 


oogle 


to make some progress, and will probably giow 
to large dimensions by and by, but the wool itself 
will have to be imported. The upshot of this 
analysis is thatthe Japan of the future will be 
dependent on foreign countries for her supplies 
of food, clothes, and building materials. 








. 
ave 

In the Mainichi Shimbun we find three 

articles signed ‘‘Sakabe Gyozaburo” which 


discuss the national policy that ought to be 
adopted by Japan and the resolution that should 
be tuken by her people at this juncture. The 
writer's assertions would command more re- 
spect were they accompanied by intelligible 
arguments, but he seems to think that em- 
phatic declarations of opinion are better than 
lucid demonstrations of facts. His view about 
China is that her fate sealed. The preser- 
vation of her integrily has ceased to be 
possible and her partition among the Great 
Powers of the Westis inevitable. The encroach- 
ment of the Occident upon the Orient is not 
® movement of recent ori; It began three 
hundred and twenty-four years ago when Portu- 
gal attacked Canton, and it has been going on 
ever since, fifully but unmistakably, In recent 
years, however, a new impulse has been given to 
it by the absorbing anxiety of European Powers 
to shift the arena of their armed rivalry as far as 
possible from their own doors. - They have 
shifted it to the limits of the Orient, and China, 
the Middle Kingdom of the East, is their new 
batile-field. There is no hope for her: she 
must godown, At the same time, publicists are 
much mistaken who assert that the dawn of the 
twentieth century is the opening of the era of 
brute force. This is not a question brute 
force; it is question of civilization against 
semi-barbarism ; of progress against stagna- 
tion, The world has become such that 
no country refusing to embrace the civili- 
zation of the Occident can maintain it 
dependence. What, then, should be Japan's 
policy ; what the resolution taken by her peoy 
now that she and they find themselves in the 
very field’ where these great events are pending? 
Itis observable that all politicians who, three 
years ago, advocated a large expansion of the 
rmaments, now plume themselves On 
their foresight. ‘They are wiong. Strong arma- 
ments are but the crown of an edifice. Incompar- 
ably greater importance should be attached to the 
foundations. The foundations of a country’s 
greatness are wealth and educated intelligence. 
Ic is to the devel :pinent of these that Japan must 
direct ther attention. She is safe against aggres- 
sion even though she does n 
ditional attention to her arm: 
crease beyond a certain point can only mean 
that she intends to take a part in the scramble 
for territorial aggrandisement now commencing 
in her neighbourhood. But she is not ready 
for that, Her finances do not permit it; her 
material development is too backward. li the 
examples of Spain and Portugal do not snffice to 
demonstrate the unwisdom of stretching out the 
arms of a conqueror hefore its muscles are 
hardened, her own experience in Korea should 
ave made the matier quite clear. What she 
has to do at present is tu develop her resources ; 
to obey the dictates of justice and morality ; not 
to allow her attention to be engrossed by one 
object to the exclusion of others ; not to increase 
her armaments beyond the sanction of her 
strength, and to wait until she has fatly qualified 
for admission to the rank of civil zed Powers 
before she attempts to compete with them, 




































The Kokumin Shimbun urges that upon 
England, the United States, and Japan devolves 
the duty of preserving the peace of the East, 
which end can best be effected by maintaining 
the integrity of the Chinese empire, Great 
Britain's enormously preponderating share of 
the trade of the Far East need not be demon- 
strated, nor need any reader of statistics be 
told that the United States of America comes 
next on the list with a large and ever-in- 
creasing volume of commerce. As for Japa 
though in point of trade she can not com- 








pare with either of the above States, her position 
as China’s n ar neighbour gives her a vital in 
ri 
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terest in the problem of the latter’s fate. The 
object of all three should be to keep China’s 
markets open and to contrive that her resources 
shall be peacefully developed. She is the trea- 
sure-house of the world. Her teeming millions 
are potent for purposes alike of consumption 
and production, and she has immense stores of 
mineral wealth waiting to be exploited. She is 
the Turkey of the East, and to save her from 
falling into the possession of Powers that pursue 
a restrictive and protective policy in commerce 
is just as essential as is the preservation of 
Turkey's integrity. It should be the aim of the 
three Powers to lead her into the path of pro- 
gress. The contention asserted by some that she 
can not be led, that her conservatism is invine- 
ible, does not deserve any credence. Her 
people are intelligent, industrious, and law- 
abiding. They will follow the right when they 
see it. If England, America, and Japan under- 
took a task so noble in itself and so serviceable 
to the world, can there be any doubt that they 
would succeed? a” 


Railways are the instruments of civilization, 
but the completion of the Siberian Railway is 
anticipated with dread as a harbinger of war 
and violence. Navigation is the vehicle of 
gress, yet the development of Germai 
maritime resources betrayed ber into an act of 
international piracy at Kiao-chou, With this 
exordium the Vippon proceeds to tear to pieces 
the morali y of Western nations, and to show 
that their civilized principles find no practical 
expression in their acts. Passing then to the 
question of China’s partition, it ridicules the idea 
that anything of thekindis imminent. Europe 
has been toiling for more than a century to find 
a solution of the Eastern Question and seems to 
be as tar as ever from discovering what she 
wants. Her only clear perception is that the 
life of the Sick Man, Turkey, must be preserved. 
We have now a Far-Eastern Question, It has 
just come upon the tapis. It is at least as 
vital a question as the Eastern, and all 
the Great Powers of Europe are vividly 
interested in it. Is there the least chance 
of its being settled offhand? No more 
chance than there is of the Yangtsze sunning 
dry. People may talk of the partition of 
China, but even supposing that the strength 
to undertake such a task were available, no 
agreement could be come to about the method. 
As to governing the Chinese, history shows that 
the Middle Kingdom assimilates but is not as- 
similated, Foreign conquerors, in the course 
of scores of centuries, have imposed their sway 
upon China and established their dynasties upon 
her throne, but they have all ended by becoming 
Chinese. Her vastness has swallowed them 
up. She retains that quality as fully as she 
possessed it. The corruption of her offic 
the ineptitude of her rulers, may have paraly 
sed her means of defence and rendered her im- 
potent in war, but the nation is the same nation 
that it has always been, A port here, a pro. 
montory there, may be seized by a Western ag- 
gressor, but those that attempt to govern her 
will find the task impossible, The true way is 
to lead her to the light. Germany, which sup- 
ports the Turks thongh their hands are reek- 
king with the blood of thousands of Arme- 
nian Chri made an armed descent 
on China’s territory becatise two missionaries 
were killed by Chinese bandits. The atone- 
ment that Germany can offer is to utitize her 
position in Shantung for the breaking down 
of China’s conservatism. The Mippon 
earnestly recommends the same object to 
England and to Japan. 





























The Shogyo Shimpo has a clever article the 
writer of which argues that there is not the 
least reason to dread an outbreak of hostilities 
between Russia and England. For many years, 
he says, Europe’s eyes were fixed upon France 
and Germany, but of late Russia and Great 
Britain have become absorbing objects of 
observation. A collision between France 
and Germany would convulse Europe; 2 
collision between England and Russia would 
convulse the world. But there is no danger 
of the latter catastrophe ply noim 
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minent danger. A radical difference exists 
between Anglo-Russian relations and Franco. 
German relations, The sentiment that holds 
France and Germany apart is a sentiment of 
revenge. The motive of the rivalry between 
England and Russia is material interest. If the 
two former stand in the lisis, it is because the 


one wants to wipe out the disgrace of a 
defeat, the other to preserve the fruits 
of a victory. If the two latter harbour 


feelings of mutual hostility, it is because the 
one threatens to cross the other's paths to profit, 
England is enormously powerful. Her wealth 
is inexhaustible. Her strength at sea is absolu. 
tely matchless, She is entirely beyoud @he 
reach of Russia's arm, But she has a multitude 
of cares lo harrass her. She has complications 
with France in Western Africa. She has trou- 
ble in the Transvaal. She has a campaign in 
upper Egypt. She has a war on the Indian 
frontier, She has just had to deal with a famine 
of unprecedented magnitude in India. She is 
embarrassed by America’s protective policy and 
by Germany's industrial rivalry. War with 
a first-class Power could not be wecome 
to her. As for Russia, to enter the lists with 
England would be to imperil her very existence. 
She is thoroughly conscious cf the fact. Why 
should the two Powers fight at immense national 
loss when national profit is the aim of each? 
England's object is to open the markets of 
China to the world and to develop the material 
resources of that huge country, Russia’s ob- 
ject is to obtain access to ice free seas and to 
possess herself of Manchuria for that purpose. 
Each may compass its end without a collision. 
There is nothing to prevent them from agree- 
ing to do so peacefully, Such an agree- 
ment might be difficult to elaborate, but 
what would the difficulty be when compared 
with the horrors of a war? During the past 
forty-three years England and Russia have been 
involved in many complications, since they 
stood in the lists before Sebastopol, but they 
have invariably extricated themselves without a 
collision. The lesson taught by their history 
is that they will exhaust every effort to avoid a 
conflict. Japan, therefore, may proceed 
develop her resources in tranquillity, So long 
as England and Russia keep the peace, the 
Far East will remain undistuibed, and England 
and Russia can be trusted wot to draw the 
sword. 
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COUN? INOUYE ON QUESTIONS OF 
THE DAY. 
nea 
An interviewer, alleges the Chuo, recently had 


a conversation with Count Inouye, Minister of 
Finance. * Your embarrassment as Minister 








»|of Finance,” he said to the Count, ‘must be 


overwhelming.” ‘ Yes,” was the reply, ‘the 
trouble is atitsclimax. The clamour for money 
comes from all directions, while there is really 
no money to give. Iam so perplexed as to be 
unable to open my month on the subject. 
The University insists upon — introducing 
into its curriculum such and such a new 
branch of science,—its claim is quite reason- 
able; the Communications Department too 
makes a variety of suggestions for its own 
convenience, and its example is followed by 
the Home and the Agricultura] and Commercial 
Departments, all having solid grounds for their 
demands. I do not ignore the importance of 
effecting the proposed improvements, but to lis- 
ten to each of the Departmental claims advanced 
would bring ruin upon the country. Just 
asa State may be crushed by foreign invasion, 
80 a setious blunder in financial arrangements 
may produce a uational catastrophe. Even inthe 
ordinary course of things the issue of bonds to the 
amount of over forty million yea is absolutely 
indispensable this year, while the payment of the 
Chinese Indemnity is likely to be postponed 
Should this be the case the necessity would 
arise of raising a loan of over eighty millions in 
bonds. Japan's capacity for such a large loan 
is doubiful ; and foreign capital is not yet to be 
depended on, The importance of the demands 
of each Department may be appreciated, but they 


must resoluiely be declined.” 


FORESTS OF HORKAIDO, 
— ee 

The luxuriant forests in Hokkaido, remarks 
the Michi Nich#, were long left to grow and to 
decay by themselves, but since the inaugura- 
tion of the colonial system the woodlands have 
become the prey of merciless emigrants from 
the interior, aud the wantonness with which the 
trees were cut down soon gave the country an 
aspect of utter desolation, especially on the 
Western coast, ‘The fact has become apparent 
to men of public spirit, and there is now under 
contemplation the organization of a company 
to be designated the Hokkaido Forestry 
Company. Land is to be leased to the ex- 
tent of ten million ésué0, and as many as 
15,390,000 valuable trees are to be planted dur- 
ing the first sixteen years of the hundred for 
which the land will be held. From the 17th to 
the 25th year necessary additions and improve- 
ments are to be made at an estimated expendi- 
ture of 245,997 yen, and the gross receipts 
are calculated to amount to 2,724,864 yen, 
realizable by the occasional cutting of trees in 
the 12th, the zoth, the goth, the 60th and the 
tooth year. The net profits are (by sanguine 
people) estimated at 2,478,866 yen. The same 
sanguine people believe that although the total 
outlay is estimated at 245.997 ven, yet as re- 
ceipts from the sales of trees may be expected 
from the rath year, the actual expenses up to 
the rrth year will not exceed 160 000 yen, which 
amount is to be raised in shares of 500 yeneach, 








KOREAN STATISTICS. 


panies 

The population of Korea, and other facts re- 
lating to the distribution of the people, remain 
still matters of conjecture. It is not to be sup- 
posed that no attempts were formerly made to 
compile statistics. On the contrary, the Depart. 
ment of War had a list supposed to show the 
number of males in the country, and the 
Depariment of Finance had retuins, corrected 
every three years, giving the number of houses 
and their occupants for taxation pnrposeg. But 
it appears that the provincial officials who were 
primarily responsible for the compilation of these 
lists found their account in showing figures 
smaller than the reality. They collected taxes 
from every one, of course, but paid into the 
Treasury only sucha proportion of the actual 
sum as the nominal population bore to the real, 
It thus resnited that the census lists gave a 
population about three times as small as the true 
number, and that while 15 million yes were col- 
lecied by the tax- gatherers, only 5.millions went 
to the Government. Last year, a census was 
taken for the first time after Western methods. 
The result was a total of 1,332,501 houses and 
5,195,028 inhabitants, being an average of be- 
tween 3 and 4 per house. Moreover, the nam- 
ber of males was 3,869,767, and that of females 
2,328,481 ; the males, contrary, to the general 
rule in other countries, being the more numer- 
ous by 541,212. It is strongly doubted, how- 
ever, whether these figures are correct, of even 
approximately correct. ‘The editor of the Ko- 
rean Repository thinks that the population is 
abont 17 millions. 

















RUMOURS. 


pacaeee 

Several rumours have been put into circu- 
lation, which are sufficiently interesting to 
observe notice. One is that, according to 
telegraphic information received in Tokyo, the 
Senate of the United States has rejected the 
Bill for the annexation of Hawaii, and the 
measure has consequently been postponed in- 
definitely.” We Have made inquiry in official 
quarters, and learn that no such intelligence 
has been received, 

Another canard, for which the Mippon is 





chiefly responsible, relates to the formation of 
a Japanese American Bank with a capital of 
130 million yer, its object being to supply funds 
tor the construction of railways and fer other 
public undertakings. The projectors are said 
to be Mr. E. Dun and Mr. Kaneko Kentaro. 
This, also, isa myth. No such bank is con- 
templated, 
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THE CHINESE LOAN. 


pegs ote 

The news from Peking that China has 
completed her negotiations for a loan from 
the Hongkong and Shanghai and the 
German Asiatic Banks finally disposes of 
the rumours recently circulated with so 
much pertinacity that Russia had stepped 
in where Great Britain had failed. Some 
of the rumours have been of the most ludi- 
crous character. One correspondent of a 
Shanghai journal did not hesitate to affirm 
that either the Russian or the French 
Representative was constantly ‘‘on guard” 
at the Tsung-li Yamén, that the answers 
received by the British Minister when he 
approached the Chinese Government were 
dictated by these gentlemen, and that Sir 
Claude had practically become a mere 
nonentity. Any one acquainted with 
Peking could at once detect the extrava- 
gance of such stories, So far as the 
foreign residents are concerned, the 
Chinese capital may be said to consist of 
the Legations, the Customs, a, hotel and 
two banks. There is a club which affords 
the usual facilities for the manufacture and 
ventilation of * gup,” but there is little or 
none of the general social intercourse 
which constitutes the best medium for the 
transmission of true intelligence. Rumour 
has no respectable mouth. The Legations 
are, of course, too well informed to be 
communicative. Within the ranks of the 
Customs Sir Robert Hart alone is on the 
inner track, and Sir Robert Hartis nothing 
if not circumspect. As for newspaper 
correspondents, failing information at first 
hand from a Foreign Representative, they 
are obliged to fall back on Chinese 
news-vendors, and these have proved 
themselves admirably competent to con- 
coct’ marketable intelligence in stirring 
times but useless to garner trustworthy 
items of news. The Tsung-li Yamén 
is far removed from the quarter where 
the little coterie of foreign residents 
are located, and between the two stands 
a large section of the dirty, dilapi- 
dated Tartar city, across which news 
can not travel without extraordinary dis- 
tortion. In short, to obtain an account of 
what occurs at the Tsung-li Yamén when 
a Foreign Minister interviews some of the 
patient procrastinators of that remarkable 
institution, it would be necessary to con- 
sult the Minister himself, orto rely on the 
word of some petty Chinese ofgcial, one 
half of whose narrative is conjecture and 
the other half sensational speculation. 
It must often have been observed by the 
most superficial reader of the Shanghai 
journals, and indeed of foreign-settle- 
ment journals as a whole, that those 
least likely to be accurately informed 
are always provided with the most 
minute intelligence. We never find that 
the correspondents of great English news- 
papers, men who enjoy the friendship 
and confidence of statesmen and diplo- 
mats everywhere, are able to describe 
what happens when this or that ambassa- 
dor visited the Foreign Office, or to offer 
precise analyses of the motives animating 
Cabinet Ministers. It is only in places like 
Peking that such wonderfully detailed 
knowledge is acquired, and it is only by 
journalists too careless to be discerning 
or too sensational to be scrupulous, that it 
is published. For some time back the 
fact that negotiations for the loan now 
settled were in progress had been known 
by those behind the scenes, but pending 
the conclusion of a definite arrangement, 
it was obviously 














most intimately concerned that secrecy 
should be preserved. Yet it was precisely 
during this season of special caution that 
the largest crop of explicit rumours were 
put into circulation. As to the transac- 
tion itself, we imagine that Englishmen 
will regard it with considerable satisfac- 
tion. Of course the salient feature of the 
affair is that Powers supposed to enter- 
tain aggressive designs upon China have 
been deprived of the opportunity to tie 
another strand of silk around her throat, 
ag the Oriental proverb puts it. Apart 
ffom that, however, we can not but rejoice 
that the British Government has stood 
aloof from pecuniary enterprises of this 
vature. It has never been the custom of 
the Queen’s Ministry to play the part of 
international brokers, and though a senti- 
ment of superficial exultation might have 
been evoked had England stepped official- 
ly into the breach and placed her immense 
credit at China’s service Lo procure a loan 
on terms defying foreign competition, the 
act would have been an unwholesome 
departure from the best British traditions, 
According to the plan now struck out, 
China gets the money on a purely busi- 
ness footing, without any diplomatic obli- 
gations whatever. She could have obtained 
it more cheaply perhaps, so far as mere 
dollars and cents are concerned, by re- 
course to Russian official aid, but she has 
persuaded herself to make a pecuniary 
sacrifice for the sake of avoiding contin- 
gencies like those which her last officially 
promoted loan entailed. It is a good sign 
that she begins at last to display dis- 
cretion. There will, of course, be con- 
siderable satisfaction in Germany since 
a German bank has obtained a share of 
the loan. About the middle of January, a 
rumour was circulated in Europe to the 
effect that the British Government had 
determined to guarantee the loan, and 
that the German Government would be 
invited to céoperate. The news had 
a remarkable effect. It converted the 
previously hostile utterances of the Ger- 
man press agaiust Great Britain into ex- 
pressions of warm friendship. At the 
same time, the best informed publicists in 
Berlin declared their conviction that the 
German Government would not assume 
any responsibility whatever in connexion 
with such a transaction, however favour- 
ably it might regard the participation of 
German banks. Were the Chinese a 
united nation with a strong government, 
there would be little occasion to go abroad 
for loans such as that just now negotiated. 
The taxes accounted for to the Emperor 
aggregate ouly 100 million taels annually, 
and if we assume—a tolerably liberal as- 
sumption—that 200 millions, go into the 
pockets of the Mandarins and local offi- 
cials, the total taxation per head is only 
about one tael, or three shillings, which is 
the amount levied in British India. The 
Chinese could of course afford to pay a 
great deal more. 





“UNDER 27HE DRAGON FLAG.” 


The public has not hitherto been ex- 
ploited by romance-writers taking for 
their subject the China-Japan War, a fact 
not surprising, on the whole, when we 
consider the difficulties lying in the way 
of any author who should attempt to 
describe scenes so unfamiliar as those in 
China, Japan, and Korea, and actors so 
little known as the peoples of the Far 
East. Still it would have been too much 


in the interests of those to expect that this field would remain 
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altogether unessayed, and it has now been 
entered by a romancist calling himself 
“James Allan.” — The title of his work is 
“Under the Dragon Flag,” and it pro- 
fesses to be “my experiences in the 
Chino-Japanese War.” In fiction much is 
supposed to be allowable, yet we question 
whether Mr. “ Allan” has not overstepped 
the bounds of due liberty when he under- 
takes to describe as an eye-witness events 
that concern the reputation of an army, 
and when, for the sake of dramatic effect, 
he clothes the creations of his own imagi- 
tion in the garb’ of actually observed 
happenings. It can not be right for an 
author to say “I have simply written 
down my exact and unadorned remem- 
brance of incidents which I witnessed and 
took part in,” when in reality he has 
merely taken journalistic accounts and 
vague rumours as a foundation whereon 
to build a very lofty edifice of circumstan- 
tial and detailed fiction. If we change 
the venue of the story, and conceive it 
written by a Frenchman or a German pro- 
fessing to have been present with a Bri- 
tish force on the Indian frontier and to 
have seen with his own eyes the events 
he relates, it will be apparent at once that 
Englishmen would not be disposed to 
condone any excursions made by him into 
the realm of fancy at the expense of Bri- 
tish military reputation. Presumably Mr. 
“Allan” concluded that no one could be 
seriously deceived by his story, but it is 
quite certain that many people will be 
deceived—all persons, indeed, whose 
knowledge of the truth is not more in- 
timate than that possessed by the average 
Englishman, or who approach the perusal 
of the volume in a spirit of credulity. 
We can not fail to note, too, that the 
author has been at great pains to guard 
against furnishing to incredulous readers 
any clues by which his narrative might be 
verified or contradicted. The steamer in 
which a part of his Far-Eastern life was 
spent carried munitions of war to the 
Chinese and was one of the transports 
forming the Talien-Yalu flotilla, He calls 
her the Columbia. Needless to say there 
was no vessel of that name in these waters 
atthe time. The Columbia is boarded by 
an officer from a Japanese man-of-war neat 
Chemulpo and escapes by throwing the 
officers over-board and steaming away 
from under the guns of the warship which 
is only 200 yards distant. Of course Mr. 
“Allan” forgets the name of the Japan- 
ese cruiser. By and by, he is taken. pri- 
soner and spends a month on board the 
Jtsuku, a Japanese gunboat of 500 tons 
and 16 knots speed. A five-hundred-ton 
gunboat of 16 knots is a marvel, anyhow, 
but it will be at once guessed that there 
is no gunboat, nor any ship, called the 
Jtsuku in the Japanese Navy. Then Mr. 
“Allan” relates some interesting con- 
versations between himself and the gun- 
nery-oficer of this imaginary vessel, 
“Lieutenant Hishidi.” There is no such 
name among the people of the Japanese 
nation, and there could not be any 
such name. In one sense the meu- 
tion of names is good art, but Mr. 
“Allan's” invented names are not at all 
artistic. We can hardly assume that he 
added them expressly for the purpose of 
proving his narrative to be fiction. In 
short, he has been at much pains to com- 
pile a work which should sell for the sake 
of its semblances of truth, though in truth 
it is false from cover to cover, and he has 
not hesitated to embody in it'a long nar- 
rative which | represents the Japanese 
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soldiers as having played the part of 
savage butchers at Port Arthur, though he 
knows nothing whatever about their con- 
duct. Were it the conscientious record 
of an eye-witness, the book would possess 
much interest, but as the invention of a 
romancer, a mere work of fiction, it has 
no claim to attention. 








THE NEW GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
OF FORMOSA. 
poe c e ERETE 

All the vernacular journals by which 
the last change in the headship of the 
Formosan Administration is discussed 
agree that Baron Kodama, the new Go- 
vernor-General, is a man of very excep- 
tional capacity, and that his direction of 
the island’s affairs ought to be successful. 
But no one seems to have any accurate 
knowledge of the reasons for Baron Nogi’s 
resignation. Ill-health is the publicly 
assigned cause, and there can be no doubt 
that the climate has proved more or less 
injurious to the retiring official. Il-health 
however, is too stereotyped an excuse to 
be satisfactory. Men recall the fact that 
when Baron Nogi went to Formosa, he 
was accompanied by his aged mother, 
and that he announced his intention of 
making the place his home and leaving 
his bones there. Thus when he gives it 
up after a year because the climate doesn’t 
agree with him, the public is puzzled. 
On the whole the prevalent belief is that 
the new Cabinet wants a new man at the 
head of Formosan affairs, and perhaps 
nothing more need be said. So far as 
Baron Nogi is concerned, he has certainly 
proved himself an official of earnest pur- 
pose and the highest integrity, and it may 
be confidently asserted that his resignation 
will be much regretted in Formosa, One 
of the leading Tokyo journals scoffs at 
these frequent changes of Governor-Gene- 
ral—three in three years—and declares 
that what is wanted is statesmanship, not 
a statesman. It is hopeless to think of 
administering Formosa successfully until 
there is a definite policy to form the basis 
of an administration, Is the island to be 
regarded as a Colony or is it to be con- 
sidered an integral part of the empire ? 
That is the question, Pending its con- 
clusive answer, every Governor-General 
of Formosa must find himself working in 
the dark. Another journal strongly urges 
the advisability of placing the island on 
the footing of a Colony and investing the 
Governor-General with powers such as 
would be wielded by an English official in 
a similar position. The Chinese, the 
Hakkai, and the aboriginal inhabitants of 
the island are not in a condition tobe 
brought immediately under Japanese laws 
and Japanese systems. They must be 
left, for a time at any rate, to the free en- 
joyment of their own customs. The Zozyo 
Asahi hopes that the Government will 
take full account of the eight questions 
propounded by Mr. Kirkwood, after care- 
ful inspection of the island and the con- 
ditions existing there. These questions, 
according to our contemporary, are :— 


1. Is it right that officials having direct relations 
with the people of the county—namely, police, 
getidarmes, and men serving in the various offices 
of Formosa—should not be taught the native 
language ? 

2, Is it advisable to bring into immediate 
operation in the island the Penal Code, the Civil 
Code, the Code of Civil Procedure, and the other 
laws and regulations now in fi apan? 


3+ Should the present financial system of Japan 
be extended to Formosa? 


4y Is it wise to show no respect for the religion 

















believed in by the people, and to devote the tem- 
ples to secular uses ? 

5. Can the system of government by communes 
be preserved and developed? 

6. Is the system of local autonomy applicable or 
inapplicable? 

7. What effect must be produced upon the feel- 
ings of the natives by obser that the high 
Japanese officials do not wear uniforms indicating 
their rank of carry any of the visible badges of 
office always displayed by Chinese officials? 

8. Should the system of bail that was followed 
by the Chinese Authorities in criminal procedure 
be still used P 


It is gratifying to find that a Japanese 
journal openly attaches so much import- 
ance to the results of a foreign expert’s 
observation. 

















THAT CRAFTY FOREIGNER. 
paras eae 

“Of late many foreigners residing in 
Kobe, when leasing land in perpetuity or 
renting houses from Japanese owners, 
have caused to be inserted in the lease a 
clause providing that, in the event of any 
complications’ occurring with regard to 
the tenure, the contracting parties shall 
submit the question for arbitration by the 
Consuls of their respective nationalities. 
That is because of their dislike to subject 
themselves to Japanese jurisdiction. It is 
said to be a device for avoiding the juris- 
diction of Japanese tribunals even after the 
Revised Treaties go into operation.” Our 
readers can easily guess that the above para- 
praph is translated from the Mippon. We 
admire the patriotic vigilance of that stal- 
wart journal, but can not help regretting 
that it so frequently drops one glass of its 
spectacles when scrutinizing affairs in 
which foreigners and Japanese are con- 
cerned, The Mippon seems to forget al- 
together that in attributing these crafty 
proceedings to foreigners, it inferentially 
assumes extreme simplicity on the part of 
its own countrymen. Has not the time 
yet come when Japanese owners of houses 
and lands at the open ports may be credi- 
ted with some knowledge about questions 
of jurisdiction? And if they may be so 
credited, why should their voluntary con- 
sent to have recourse to friendly arbitra- 
tion before plunging into the morass of a 
it, be cited as a proof that they are 
ms of foreign wiles? We do not 
know that such clauses have been inserted 
lately in any leases, but it occurs to us 
that a tribunal of arbitration consisting of 
a Japanese Consul and a foreign Consul 
would not be at all a one-sided body, and 
that its intervention might be extremely 
salutary. Another thing occurs to us also. 
It is an objection somewhat like that 
finally urged by the whist-player who, 
having assigned five theoretical reasons 
for not leading trumps, concluded by add- 
ing that he had n’t any to lead. Our 
difficulty is that there are uo Japanese 
Consuls in Japan. Hence to have arbitra- 
tors of the kind named in the alleged pro- 
vision, it would be necessary to specially 
import a Japanese Consul from Shanghai, 
Hongkong, San Francisco, or some other 
place beyond the seas. Possibly the 
Nippon will say that therein is to be found 
another evidence of the foreigner’s foxi- 
ness. A Japanese Consul being unavail- 
able, the arbitration would perforce de- 
volve on the foreign Consul alone. What 
a wily cove he is to be sure, the ketojin / 














Thomas Gay, A.B., for deliberately attempt- 
ing to set fire to the American ship Zuson at 
Shanghai, has been sentenced by the US. 
Conan! General to two years’ imprisonment with 
hard labour. 
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THE UNITED STATES AND TREA1¥ 
REVISION. 
ee gre 

A rumour has been circulated in Yoko- 
hama to the effect that the United States 
Government has advanced some objec- 
tion to the operation of the Revised 
Treaties. We have made inquiries and 
are in a position to state that the story is 
wholly groundless, Opportunity may be 
here taken to refer to a report alleged to 
have been addressed to the Navy De- 
partment in Washington by Commodore 
McNair. A Washington despatch repre- 
sents the Commodore as having reported 
that the two seamen, Epps and Mont- 
gomery, were “ murdered in Japan because 
of the antipathy the Japanese entertain 
towards all foreign sailors and especially 
those of the United States.” It is in- 
credible that a document couched in any 








such terms can have been officially com- 
piled by a responsible naval officer, nor 
has the attitude of the U.S. Naval Autho- 
rities on this station in the matter of the 
Epps murder suggested that they entertain 
ideas resembling in any way those attri- 
buted to Commodore McNair. The re- 
ference to the Montgomery incident is 
especially inexplicable, for it occurred, if 
we remember rightly, in 1896, and did not 
become the subject of any official com- 
munications whatever. On the whole it 
appears to us that the so-called ‘‘ Wash- 
ington despatch” is a sensational tale 
with scarcely the proverbial grain of 
truth, It bears internal evidence of 
falseness, for on the one hand, it alleges 
that Commodore McNair’s report was im- 
mediately forwarded by the Naval Depart- 
ment to the State Department, and 
on the other, it asserts that the State 
Department was “ entirely ignorant that 
the two Americans had been killed” 
until a member of Congress called to ask 
a question about the matter, when a tele- 
gram addressed to the U.S. Representa- 
tive in Tokyo elicited information, The 
deaths of Montgomery and Epps formed 
the subjects of judicialinvestigation accord- 
ing to due processes of law, and although 
there is room for criticism as to the justice 
of the finding in the latter case, it is not 
to be supposed that the United States 
Government would think of demanding 
the special punishment of men who have 
already been dealt with by Japanese legal 
tribunals. 





PROPOSED NEW SETTLEMENTS 
IN CHINA. 
=e 

There was some uncertainty on the 
part of the British public at_the end of 
January as to the places in China which 
Great Britain desired to have opened 
should the loan negotiations mature. We 
now know, however, that not Siang-yin 
but Yo-chow was in question, The 
former was near the mouth of the 
Siang river where it flows into the Tung- 
ting lake; the latter, as explained by 
us in a previous issue, is at the head 
of that lake on the Yangtsze. Nan-nin 
is on the West River, a little eastward o} 
the French territory of Tonquin. Con- 
cerning the opening of a place in Hunan, 
the London and Chino Express says :— 


If we obtain a footing ia Hanan w 
tered one of the richest of Chinese Pro 
in mineral wealth, rich in navigable 
vich in cultivated land of exhaustiess fertility, 





In 
fact, the area of the coalfields in Hunan is 








estimated at twonty-one thousand square miles, or 
twice the area of the coalfields in the United 











330 


It has an area ef about 83,000 
square miles, and a population of not less 
than 20,000,000. Its four main tivers, toge- 
ther with their aumberless branches, give ready 
access to all the principal cities and towns. 
The Siang is a parliculaily fine stream, and at 
Chan-sha and a long way beyond it is quite hall- 
1 breadth, while the scenery in the Siang 
of beauty. At Hengshan you 
Nanyeli, one ol the five sacred 
faountains of China, with its seventy-two ‘peaks, 
ten caves, thirty-eight springs, and twenty-five 
‘teenms. That there is a want of # ‘Treaty port in 
Hunan is clear from the fact that not long ago au 
attempt was made at Chang-sha by certain nas 
tive capitalists to start a Steamship Company 
and rut a line of small steamers between Sia 
tan) Changsha, and Hankaw. Many of the chief 
people and scholars are in favour of the scheme, 
Bat the Governor of the Province has hitherto 
wilhheld his consent on the ground that such a 
step might possibly lead to the opening of H 
to loreign trade. Changesha, the capital, is a 
city, with four miles uf river frontage. It looks 
quite as large as Siang-tan, and the city is beaut i- 
fally situated, For a long time the mission 
at Hankow have been desirous to establish a Mis- 
s jinan, and while they have been success~ 
ful in making converts at Hengchou, the hostility 
of the better class of the inhabitants to missionary 
enterprise has prevented any great amount of 
ne. The Tung-ting lake, which is 
ie the largest lake in China. Itis, 
however, very much smaller than it was filly years 
ago, and is apparently gradually being silted up. 
In winter time a large portion of the lake dries 
and the whole becomes very shallow. 


Kingdom. 








a-mile 
Valley is a dream 
see the famous 










































THE COMING BY-AND BY. 
———+ 


When the company of those who are labouring 
for a Cluistian moral basis in Japan shall, have 
sufficiently increased, the license system will gos 
and instead of brothels alluring to hell, there will 
be houses of correcting (sic) leading to heaven. 
That is from the Shepherd's Voice. We 
quote it for the sake of the prediction it 
contains. When “a Christian moral 
basis” is established in Japan, there will 
be no more brothels, but only “houses of 
correction leading to heaven.” Houses 
of correction are places where people are 
Confined and subjected to punitive dis- 
cipline in expiation of criminal acts and 
to educate a less sinful frame of mind. 
On the whole we do not know that the 
multiplication of houses of correction is 
avery delightful prospect. But there can 
be no doubt about such an outlook as the 
disappearance of brothels. That, indeed, 
would be very fine. It hasn’t happened 
anywhere as yet, however. The ‘“ moral 
basis” still waits to be established even 
in the most Christian countries of the 
Occident. Japan is to be a splendid 
exception. She ought to be much obliged 
to the Skepherd's Voice for its implied 
compliment. 

We cannot 





believe that intemperance and ims 
morality can prevail as extensively in the midat of 
Christian surrow sas where these conditions 
Some other moral system might in 
non-Chicis! countries take the place of Christi+ 
ity; but as long as we believe that the gospel is 
superior to any other or to sone, so long must we 
believe that these evils will prevail as exten 
sively as elsewhere. ‘This is an argument on 
ciples, independent of the facts; but 
ld'set it aside, Christianity would 
also be set aside, The Mai/’s assertion, then, is 
Vevtually (sic) equivalent to setting aside Chris 
tianity. 
The Mail's assertion was that “in point 
of arithmetic the social evil is no worse in 
Japan than in any Western country.” 
The contention of the Shepherd's Voice 
:—'* Away with figures. Trouble us 
not with secular arithmetic. Everything 
must be worse in ‘a non-Christian country 
than in a Christian, Therefore the social 
evil must be worse in Japan than in 
Europe. ‘To say that it isn’t is to set 
aside Christianity.” Oh, beautiful Chris- 
tian charity, which vauntest not itself and 


is not puffed up! 
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KUSSIA IN THE HAR EAST. 
SSE Caled aes 

Some days ago, American newspapers 
brought intelligence that a St. Petersburg 
correspondent of the Daily Telegraph had 
interviewed the Russian Admiral, ‘‘ now 
the chief of the squadron ”—whatever that 
may mean—, and also “a celebrated 
Russian diplomatist.” The Admiral had 
talked very “large.” He had declared 
that Russia was about to despatch nearly 
her whole navy to the Far East so as to 
be as strong as England there; that 
Russia, France and Germany were leagued 
to prevent the opening of any port com- 
ing into their possession, and to oppose 
any European Power pursuing a free-trade 
policy of the kind, since such a Power 
would become the real mistress of China. 
The “celebrated diplomat” said that Rus- 
sia was determined to prevent the raising 
of a Chinese loan in England and the 
opening of Talien; that in the spring 
England’s attention would be diverted 
from China by a revolt of the most serious 
character in India, and that Russia would 
then be able without difficulty to invade 
India vd Afghanistan and the Pamirs. 
Tall talk, indeed, but not ill-suited to the 
Daily.Tell-a-cram. Wether any word of it 
ever proceeded from the mouth of aRussian 
Admiral or a Russian diplomat is a question 
that no level-headed person can have much 
difficulty in answering. Curiously enough, 
too, on the very heels of the American 
mail carrying copies of these remarkable 
interviews, comes a London telegram say- 
ing that Her Majesty’s Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs has read in 
the House of Commons a note from the 
Russian Foreign Minister declaring that 
any port occupied by Russia in China 
shall be open to the ships and commerce 
of the world. It is not often that a con- 
tradiction so conclusive follows in the im- 
mediate wake of canards so circumstantial 
and sensational. 








RECEN? CRISIS IN THE FAR 
EAST. 
eee = 

We have generally the pleasure of a 
climax and an anti-climax in this part of 
the world—the cliinax when international 
complications occur in the Far East ; the 
anti-climax when the telegraphic account 
of them forwarded to Europe comes back 
to us spiced and flavoured by the cooking 
it has received on the other side of the 
water, Sometimes our first discovery 
that we have been living in the midst of 
terrible perils is made when, perhaps a 
month after the danger should have 
culminated, we receive from London or 
New York antiquated and falsified pre- 
dictions of its imminence. That is 
what happened with regard to the recent 
troubles in China. Just before Germany 
made her coup at Kiao-chou and Russia 
sent her ships to Port Arthur, the split 
took place between the Progressists and 
the Matsukata Cabinet, with the result 
that Count Okuma resigned the portfolio 
of Foreign Afiairs and the Ministry’s 
tenure of office became a question of 
weeks. The aggressive activities of the 
two European Powers occurring at such 
a moment, failed to awaken any corre- 
sponding activity on the part of Japanese 
statesmen. Nota protest was made, not 
a demonstration planned, not a ship 
moved, not a warlike purpose conceived, 





Google 


so far, at any rate, as appearances went. 
There was absolute quiescence. But 
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Reuter detected an imaginary Japanese 
fleet steaming out of Nagasaki ; the Kobe 
correspondent of The Times observed 
other warlike phantoms, and Shanghai, of 
course, contributed its quota of sensational 
invention, so that quite a considerable 
quantity of alarming news about Japan's 
bellicose attitude and resolute preparations 
reached Europe. On the whole Shanghai, 
embroidered by the St, fames's Gazette, 
has the palm for the most highly decorated 
legend. On the 2rstof January, that great 
Oriental emporium of ‘‘ bunders”” furnished 
to London this item of intelligence :— A 
powerful Japanese fleet will sail to-day 
from Yokosuka for Chinese waters,” and 
on the basis of the fiction the S¢. Fames's 
Gasetie raised the following structure :— 


Londo au. 
for war,” the Si. Fames's 
in a nutshell, is the news 





« Japan is prepared 
Gazette says. “ That, 
Yokohama to da: 














It was obvious ¢! 
stopped telegraphic com: 
does except when mobilizing the army or navy. 
That is precisely what it has been doing. 

Tt is almost certain that the destination of the 
fleet is Wei-hei- wei, and there nodoubt themove- 
ns that the staéus q 
Manchuria and Korea are concerned, shal 
altered by Russia or any combinatit 
allies in defiance of Great Brttai and Japan, 
So long as the defenders’ policy is equality of op- 
portunity i fa they are in a position to enforce 
thelr clain 

‘Afier giving alist of shipsin the Japanese Navy 
and noting its great fighting strength the Gasette 
continues + 

“Even with Great Bei 
onlooker, it is probable that 
off all the Russian and 1 warships east of 
Suezin short order. Great Btitain, even including 
the Powerful, has wota vessel in the North Pacific 
capable of standing in battle line against three 
batile-ships which Japan possesses.” 

The foregoing comments were drawn out by a 
Yokohama despatelt a scing that nine Japan: 
ese warships leave within week for Chinese 
waters, that decrees have been issued appol 
Lient Gen. Viscount Kawakami Chiel-of Staff, 
and creating a Supreme Military Advisory Council, 
consisting of - Marquis Yamagata, Marqui 



























a mere sympathetic 
Japan could finish 

































Oyama, Marquis Sago and Prince Komat 
who were prominent during the war between Cl 
aud Japan. 


and 
paragraphists who worked up this pretty 
sensation must feel rather small at present. 


The telegraphists, correspondents, 








THE BURMAH.PUNNAN RAILWAY. 


pet ges 

Although China’s consent to the exten- 
sion of the Burmah Railway into Yunnan 
has not yet been obtained, the matter 
seems to have been brought on the fapis 
in recent pour-parlers in Peking. That 
there is still plenty of time, however, to 
discuss the matter without impeding the 
progress of the Railway, will be gathered 
from the following extract :— 


In view of the announcement that one of the con- 
ditions of the proposed English loan a was 0 
be the right to extend the Burmah Railway through 
Yunnan, a representative of the Exchange Telegraph 
Coinpany called at the offices of the Burmah Railways 
Company for the purpose of ascertaining the present 
position of the railway enterprises in that country. 
Tt was stated that the line from Mandalay to Kunlon 
Ferry, on the River Sulween hap so far only been 
carried to Mogaing, and some two or three more years 
would elapse before it would reach Kunlon-terry, 
which was on the borders of the Yunnan country. 
‘Another extension was being made fr 

Valley to Myitkina, on the Irrrwaddy 
traffic by the various navigable water 
siderable, whilst that on the railway, which consisted 
to a large extent of rice, was carried beyond Mogaing, 
the present terminus of the railway works, by means 
of pack animals, ‘The distance from Mandalay to 
Kunlon Ferry was about 270 miles and the Yunnan 
country beyond, which had not as yet been surveyed, 


















extended for many miles further, ‘The line from 
Mandalay to the Salween River was commenced in 
the latter part of 1895. 
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KOREAN AFFAIRS. 
RADAR COLE. 

Assassinations are the habitual con- 
commitants of all political struggles in 
Korea. Whenever the tide of popular 
sentiment begins to set against a particu- 
lar faction of politicians, the murderer's 
weapon appears upon the scene. The 
pro-Russian party in the peninsula have 
hitherto escaped such mishaps. But there 
never was the smallest likelihood that 
their immunity would be permanent. We 
are not at all surprised, therefore, to hear 
that an attempt has been made to “ dis- 
pose of ” Kim Heung-yuk, the Russian 
interpreter attached to the Imperial Court. 
Happily his would-be assassins failed, but 
their enterprise, if it may be interpreted 
in the sense hitherto attaching to such 
acts, signifies that the Russo-philes are 
losing favour. Of course efforts to over- 
throw them by lawless violence are more 
likely to become aids to Russian aggran- 
disement than means of overthrowing the 
dominant influence of the great northern 
Power. But it would be more convenient 
for Russian interests if incidents of this 
nature were deferred for a season. 


There appears to be no doubt that, 
owing to the advice of the Russian 
Financial Adviser of the Korean Govern- 
ment and the President of the Russo- 
Chinese Bank, the Treasury in Séul has 
refused to receive stamped Japanese 
silver yen in payment of taxes. ‘The rea- 
sons for such advice are not immediately 
clear. Theoretically a stamped ye is open 
to the objection that it has none of the 
qualities of a coin except shape and super- 
scription. ° It is, in effect, so many grains 
of silver and nothing» more. But that 
objection disappears from the moment 
that the Koreans adopt it as a current 
coin. The chopped dollars that have done 
duty for so many years in China and the 
Straits are simply lumps of silver which, 
carried elsewhere, represent only a fixed 
weight of the white metal. The stamped 
yen might play just as useful a part in 
Korea if the Government recognised it as 
alegitimate token ofexchange. The people 
want it. They have no good coin of their 
own and they find it very convenient to 
employ the ven, its fineness and weight 
being perfectly trustworthy and custom 
having familiarized them with its use. 
Assuredly, it is at least as serviceable as 
the. Mexican dollars which will have to be 
substituted for it. Why, then, have M.M. 
Alexieff and Gabriel made recommenda- 
tions unfavourable to its circulation in 
Korea? There may be some explanation, 
but we do not detect it. The stamped 
yen, being no longer exchangeable in 
Japan except atits bullion value, possesses 
no fixed ratio to gold. But the Mexican 
dollar labours under the same disquali- 
fication, and so do all silver coins except 
the silver subsidiary tokens circulating in 
a gold-standard country. Judgment must 
be suspended until fuller information is 
obtainable, but in the meanwhile the 
Japanese will naturally regard the advice 
of the Russian advisers with some um- 
brage, since the free circulation of stamped 
yen in Korea would have facilitated 
Japan’s passage to the gold standard. 











The death occurred in h 
day evening, says the Nagasaki Press of the 
24th ult., of a sailor from H.M.S. Undaunted. 
‘The deceased was buried at Urakami with full 


naval honours. 
Go 





THE TAI WON-KUN. 
—_+ 
The old Prince whose death took place 
at the Unhyon Palace on the 22nd February 
in Séul will be remembered chiefly for 
the deeds of violence and the intrigues 
that disfigure his record. Chlol-chang, 
the 25th Sovereign of the dynasty now 
ruling in Korea, having died without issue, 
the Tai W6n-kun’s third son ascended the 
throne, and during the young King’s 
minority the Tai Wén-kun acted as regent. 
He was undoubtedly a man of great 
ability, but his unscrupulous obedience to 
the most masterful principles of administ- 
ration rendered him notorions rather than 
famous. One of his greatest misfortunes 
was the success which natural obstacles 
enabled him to score against a French 
and an American expedition. The former 
saved him from punishment for his anti- 
Christian ferocity which had been respon- 
sible for the deaths of 200,000 persons, it 
is said, and the laiter encouraged him to 
cling to the policy of seclusion one result 
of which will probably be his country’s 
loss of independence. Those incidents 
also created such a false impression of his 
strength and competence, that his sur- 
render of the administration to his son, 
when the latter came of age in 1873, 
seemed unbecoming in his own eyes and 
in the eyes of a large number of his 
countrymen, so that constant intrigues 
ensued on his part to wield the power 
behind the throne, and the nation was 
betrayed into reposing confidence in him 
which he frequently abused. It can not be 
denied, indeed, that the corruption, ex- 
tortions, and tyrannies of the Queen’s 
family, the Min, created opportunities for 
justifiable interference on the part of the 
Prince Parent. But that his restoration to 
power would have inaugurated a brighter 
era can never have been soberly imagined, 
and when the Chinese spirited him off 
into exile so adroitly in 1884, after his 
sanguinary triumph over his political 
rivals, the feeling throughout the Far East 
was one of relief rather than regret. The 
Japanese attempted to employ his in- 
fluence and experience for the benefit of 
his country in 1894, but he proved at once 
treacherous and useless, and his last 
appearance in the political arena was in 
October of 1896, when he finally dis- 
graced himself by conniving at, or direct- 
ing, the Queen’s barbarous assassination. 
He died at the ripe age of 80, and his 
record is not enviable. 











2HE INDEMNI1F. 

——+ 

There have been so many false rumours 
about China’s negotiations for raising 
money abroad that it is unsafe to assume 
the accuracy of the latest telegram without 
official confirmation ; especially in view of 
the fact that the definite conclusion of 
arrangements relating to a loan was an- 
nounced one day, to be followed on the 
next by an equally authoritative statement 
that negotiations were still in progress. 
We must possess our souls in patience. 
Meanwhile it is understood that a com- 
mission to prepare the “ Sincerity Bonds ” 
which the Chinese Government recently 
decreed its intention of issuing, has been 
entrusted to the Printing Bureau in Tokyo, 
and that the work has been commenced. 
There are reports that several months will 
be required to complete the bonds, but it is 








difficult to see why that should be the 
ole indeed, reference is made to 


ae 


the whole number, namely, a million. The 
face value of the Bonds being'a hundred 
taels, and the total issue a hundred 
millions, it is evident that unless the pre- 
paratory stages of the work are on a large 
scale, a considerable time may be needed 
for printing off. That need not interfere 
with the floating of the loan, however, as 
temporary certificates can be given to 
subscribers. We may note here that seve- 
ral inaccurate statements have been jour- 
nalistically advanced with reference to 
the amount of the Indemnity still due. 
The actual sum is 83} million taels apart 
from the interest that will have to be paid 
if the installment system be cdntinued. 
But if China discharges her whole liability 
on or before May 8th, the interest already 
paid by her, namely, 108 million taels, 
has to be credited as principal, so that the 
amount to be handed over, in that case, 
would be 834 millions less 105 millions, or 
724 millions. In short, she can quit 
herself completely by paying a lump 
sum of 724 million taels. 

Discussion as to the course that Japan 
should pursue in the event of China’s 
discharging her debt by one payment, 
is again beginning to be raised in 
irresponsible quarters. The Vom#uri Shim- 
bun has found an anonymous diplomat 


who speaks very freely on the sub- 
ject. He says, in effect, that the con- 
ditions existing when Japan pledged 


herself to evacuate Wei-hai-wei on receipt 
of the whole indemnity were very different 
from the conditions existingto-day. Ger- 
many was not then in possession of Kiao- 
chou nor Russia in occupation of Port 
Arthur. The balance of power in the Far 
East has been disturbed, and until the two 
Europeans Powers retire. from those posi- 
tions, Japan ought not to withdraw her 
troops from Wei-hai-wei. This ‘“ diplo- 
mat” says nothing, however, of the steps 
that Japan would have to take if she want- 
ed to remain at Wei-hai-wei; the great 
sums she would have to devote to fortify- 
ing the place, and the monies she would 
have to disburse yearly for the main- 
tenance of the garrison, Neither doeshe 
discuss the question whether Japan can 
yet afford to exercise the privilege of 
great civilized Powers, the privilege of 
violating her engagements. 








AMENITIES OF SPEECH. 





oa 
* It is indeed true, as the Keisai Zasshi 
observes, that an immense contrast exists 
between the etiquette of Japan and that 
of the Occident in the matter of language. 
One of the greatest difficulties that a 
foreign student of Japanese has to over- 
come is precisely that. Many atime does 
it happen to a man possessing a good 
working knowledge of the language, to 
become suddenly conscious that his voca- 
bulary does not include the really polite 
term applicable to a relative or connexion 
of his vis-a-vis. Take this catalogue of 
words all of which do duty for the simple 
pronoun “you” of Anglo-Saxon direct- 
ness :—Gogen, danna, sensei, taisho, kimi, 
ani, oyakata, anata, omaye, kisama, sono- 
ho. As for the verb ‘‘do,” one has to 
consider whether its equivalent shall be 
asobasu, nasaru or suru, and in writing 
the honorary suffix sama there are no 
less than ten different ideographs, 
according to popular fiction, every 
one of which’ is supposed to represent a 
special degree of politeness. Can all this 





delicate, iconyentionalism of speech sur- 
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vive the wear and tear of modern money- 
gtubbing life, or did it need the calm, 
patrician atmosphere of old Japan to 
flourish and be strong? We should like 
to hear the Keisai’s opinion upon that 
point, bnt it passes off to discuss another 
phase of the question, which, however, is 
not without interest, namely, the degree 
‘of proficiency, or ignorance, displayed by 
foreigners with regard to these linguistic 
canons. To use coolie-language to a 
superior is to get into trouble, says our 
contemporary, whereas to employ honori- 
fics in addressing a coolie does not invite 
any censure. Hence the members of the 
various foreign Legations in Japan, con- 
cluding that for practical purposes there 
is no occasion to study the differences be- 
tween the two kinds of speech, confine 
themselves to learning polite terms only. 
It results that they sometimes speak of 
themselves and their own doings or say- 
ings as though they were referring to 
the doings and sayings of exalted 
personages, and one may hear them say 
to a jinrtkisha-man, anata wa yoru nanjt 
nt oyasumi nasaimasu, as though they were 
asking a high dignitary of State at what time 
he honoured his bed by condescending to 
lie down on it. Only those that have had 
exceptional experience know how to dis- 
tinguish between anata and omaye in com- 
mon parlance. The Chinese residents in 
the Settlements, on the other hand, whose 
teachers are rashamen, never get beyond 
coolie speech, and have omaye, bakka, 
chikusho and such expressions constantly 
on the tip of their tongue. ‘The fact is,” 
concludes the Kezgai, " that the intricacies 
of the Japanese language are responsible 
for this confusion, and that everybody in- 
sisting on their preservation is placing an 
obstacle in the path of national progress.” 
We wonder how the gentlemen of the 
Legations will relish the Keisas Zasshi’s 
estimate of their linguistic attainments. 











FOREIGN MERCHANTS. 
Cees 


The Keizat Zasshi thinks that the fo- 
reign trade of the country would not 
suffer by the elimination of the foreign 
middleman, namely, the resident foreign 
merchant. The bases of that opinion are 
partly sentimental, partly practical, and 
largely, we think, mistaken. Undoubtedly 
the Keseaz is right when it says that the 
profits of business are very much less than 
they were in former years. ‘The volume 
of the trade has increased immensely, bu’ 
the margin of gain has dwindled in nearly 
corresponding proportion. We do not 
see how that argument tells, however, in 
favour of the Japanese merchant. The 
greater the difficulties to be overcome, 
the greater the value attaching to experi- 
ence, connexions and cheap capital, all of 
which the foreign middleman possesses 
in an indubitably larger degree than the 
Japanese. There the Keiga’s premises 
are right and its deductions wrong, in our 
opinion. It speaks, also, of the arbitrary 
methods adopted by foreigners in past 
years. But surely the most conclusive re- 
ply to that contention is furnished by the 
arithmetic of the trade. Our contem- 
porary does not imagine—its own admis- 
sions prove as much—that Japan's foreign 
trade would ever have atlained its pre- 
sent dimensions without the assistance of 
the resident foreign merchant. Of what 
use, then, is it to animadvert on his me- 
thods? Jf he has been arbitrary—a 





strate its truth—why have the Japanese 
submitted? Whatever objection be urged 
against the demeanour of the resident fo- 
reign merchant towards the Japanese, the 
former surely had no power at any time 
to command the custom of the latter. It 
has always been possible for the native 
trader to work without the intervention of 
foreign middlemen. At least it has always 
been possible for him to make the altempt. 
He has made it too; made it to the ex- 
tent of getting some 32 per cent. of the 
trade into his hands. But on the whole 
his efforts have been costly and unsuccess- 
ful, and he can Scarcely be said to have 
practically proved that the foreigner’s 
methods are disfigured by genuine abuses, 
or that a better agent is yet available. 
These are not matters of opinion. The 
experiences of thirty-five years now con- 
stitute solid facts, not to be ignored or 
minimized. Still less is it a matter of 
opinion that the Keisai is wrong when it 
speaks of the large suins exacted by fo- 
reign merchants as bargain money. ‘ With 
the exception of three or four large firms,” 
are the Keizat’s words, “ the foreign mer- 
chants have very little capital. The ma- 
jority of them receive Japanese goods on 
trust and export them, rendering accounts 
after sale ; while, in the case of imports, 
they exact as bargain money sums large 
enough to be called loans.” Nothing 
could be more incorrect than that state- 
ment, if the unanimous evidence of fo- 
reigners themselves be trustworthy. They 
allege that their great misfortune is to 
have given up demanding bargain money, 
and adopted the system of taking Japanese 
orders on trust. It is such procedure that 
exposes them so often to be left with ware 
houses full of goods of which their native 
clients decline to take delivery because the 
market has fallen. The Keisai concludes 
by saying that since Japanese merchants 
have learned how to organize companies 
and to put up large sums of capital, the 
foreign middleman’s services may be dis- 
pensed with. It is very true that the 
formation of strong mercantile associa- 
tions with plenty of money is a step in 
the direction indicated by our contem- 
porary, Butitis only one step. There 
is a long distance to be traversed still. 
We ourselves believe that, so far from dis- 
pensing with the foreign merchant, the 
Japanese must look to his cdoperation as 
the best possible factor in developing the 
country’s resources in the future at least 
as fally as has been the case in the pa 

















DIRECT EXPORTS. 
——- +. 


In considering the foreign trade of 
Japan for last year we drew attention to 


taken by Japanese merchants directly in 
the business during the past decade. Old 
residents are aware how strenuous and 
long continued have been the efforts of the 
Japanese in this direction, especially with 
regard to raw silk. The celebrated 


silk-conditioning warehouse, which threw 
Yokohama into such a foment in 1881, 
was the most prominent indication of 
Japanese commercial ambition that has 
yet been witnessed. The fact that the 


silk trade has attracted special effort of 


this character is of course due to the pecu- 
liar but apparently unavoidable plan pur- 
sued by the resident foreign merchant : 
he takes the silk into his godown and ex- 





charge which, we observe, is invariably 


preferred without any a ip demon- 


I 


amines it bale by bale before completing 
the purchase. It is not unnatural that 


e 


such procedure should present objection- 
able features to the Japanese, though un- 
questionably their own defective and un- 
trustworthy methods are primarily res- 
ponsible; nor can we wonder that. they 
have applied themselves with special zeal 
to get the export of silk into their own 
hands. The essays, however, have been 
uniformly disastrous to themselves, and it 
is interesting to read the following reasons 
for their ill-success, as set forth by the 
Japanese Consul in New York, Mr. Uchida, 
in a report translated by the Fapan 
Times :— 

Mr. Uchida directs his attention principally to 
the exportation of raw sill to the United States. 
It is a grevious mistake, he says, to suppose that 
direct exportation of raw silk must always be ad- 
vantageous to the Japanese. On the contrary, he 
believes “that, of all articles of commerce between, 
Japan and Amer is mote dangerous 
or less profitable for purposes of direct exportation 
than caw silk. The reasou why itis so anprofi 
able is the severity of competition between Japane 
ese and foreign merchants, ‘The dangers attending 




















are generally unstable in their financial position ; 
secondly, by the imperfection of the baukrupicy 
law in the States and the consequent ease: with 
which frauds can be pr id thirdly and 
lastly, by the circumstance that, unlike the case 
of European raw silk, itis customary for the Ame- 
i facturer to pay th 
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onths after the d 
t afew es the Jay e merchants: 
find their customers insolvent before they can 
claim payment, a contingency which in their posi« 
tion it is well nigh impossible for them to foresee 
at the time of the inal transaction, Such 
being the case, it will not be incorrect to state 
that direct exportation of raw silk fram this coun- 
ty largely parttakes of the nature of speculation,” 
Mr. Uchida says nothing whatever about 
the difference between silk which enters 
a foreign market with the cacket of an 
accredited foreign firm and an accredited 
foreign inspector, and silk offered for sale 
without such recommendations. He thinks, 
perhaps, that his duty is to speak solely 
of the difficulties peculiar to the conditions 
existing in the States. Be that as it may, 
his report fully bears out what we have 
always said, namely, that the foreign re- 
sident middleman is a uniquely advan- 
tageous agent since he pays ready money 
to Japanese producers and takes upon 
himself all the risks connected with find- 
ing a market for their productions in 
foreign countrles. 


of the goods, 




















1HE FAR EASTERN QUESTION IN 
EUROPE. 
a gs 
The telegrams sent from Peking by 
The Times’ correspondent with regard to 
the Far-Eastern Question are couched in 
very explicit and confident terms. On 
January 16th he telegraphed as follows :-— 


Sir Claude MacDonald, in an interview yestere 
med the Tsung-licYamén that England 
g to ussist China to liquidate the Ju 
sdeunity would pro! 
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£12,000,000 at par tor 








vually, net, inclu 





ng of three Treaty ports—namely 
wan, Siangin in Hugan province [? Siang- 
Hunan, or Siang-yang in Hupet), and 
Nan-ning, thereby increasing the Customs 
revenue, 

(2) A declaration that no portion of the Yang- 
tszeekiang valley shall be alienated to any other 
Power. 

(3) The right to extend the Burma railway 
through Yun-nan, 











On this basis negotiations will proceed. 








The Chinese regard the negotiations a 
tageous, but fear the threatened upposition of 
France and Russia, especially to the opening of 
Tarlign-wsinfand-Nanening, 
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Four days later (January 2oth) he sent 
this message :— 

At his second interview with the Tsung-li-Y: 
mén yesterday the remonstrance of the Russi 
Charge d' Affaires was in the na imidati 
agaiust the opening of Ta- 
reprisals and the withdrawal of Russia’s friends! 
and protection, The Ci 
the advantages of the Bi 
the best 
ampire, 
These statements were accepted by The 
Times with entire confidence, and it com- 
mented on them editorially, assuming 
that the British Government had actually 
offered to provide a loan for China, and 
that the Russian Representative in Peking 
had gone to the length of using threats to 
dissuade the Tsungli Yamén from accept- 
ing the offer. Farcically empty threats 
they were, it must be admitted ; for the 
notion of Russia’s resorting to “ reprisals ” 
—what kind of “reprisals,” we wonder — 
in the event of China’s borrowing money 
from England though she had already bor- 
rowed from Russia, sounds like mere 
bluster, and the talk of “withdrawing 
Russian protection” which had just pro- 
ved absolutely inefficacious to safeguard 
China against an act of unprecedented 
aggression at Germany’s hands, was 
evidently meaningless. However, since 
China eventually turned her back upon 
the proffered loan, and since the incident 
—were it a fact—would be construed, not 
unfairly, by some critics as a victory for 
Russian diplomacy, it is interesting to 
read what The Times had to say when it 
received the news of Russian’s menacing 
attitude towards China :-— 

Iv is, of course, for the Chinese authorities to 
dscide whether they will accept the loan we offer 
them upon our terms or not; but they ave fa 
eutitled to liberty of choice m the matter, and it 
is our business to see they have it. ‘They re 
cognize, we are told, the advantages of that 
offer. They » it the chief hope of m: 
ing the integrity of the Empire, upon wh 
all, their own positions and emoluments depend. 
j, in spite of their perception of this truth, ut 
of their own free choice make up their minds 
to reject it, we cannot, of course, dispute their 
perfect right to come to such a decision, But no 
decision to which they may come, whether of an 
adverse or a favourable nature, will affect the 
getieral character of our policy in the Far East. 
Tf, for any of the inscrutable seasons which weigh 
with such bodies, the Tsung-li-Yaméu resolve not 
to accept the advance we tender them, we shall 
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that event we shall be coi 
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best to show our friendliness to China in the time 
of her need, We shall take our stand upon our 
treaty rights and take great caret erve toour 
commerce all the advantages which it can justly 
claim. 

That seems to us to be precisely the view 
which all thoughtful persons must take. 
England might offer a loan to the Chinese, 
but certainly could not force them to ac- 
ceptit. At the same time one comment 
will suggest itself, namely, that the offer 
ought never to have been officially made 
until full assurance of its acceptance by 
China had been privately obtained. Sir 
Claude MacDonald seem to have erred 
in that respect. Critics will say that he 
should never have given the Chinese an 
opportunity of publicly rejecting an 
English offer in deference to Russian 
bluster. That would be a perfectly just 
stricture had England made any offer. 
But on looking closely into the matter we 
find that the term “ offer” is altogether 
misleading. England did not make an 
offer to China. It was China that made a 
proposal to England. Thus Sir Claude 
MacDonald’s statement to the Tsungli 
Yamén was not put forward at CG initia- 








tive of Her Majesty’s Government, but 
was Great Britain’s reply to a question 
asked by China. That fact is very clearly 
shown in a speech delivered by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer at Bristol on the 
tgth of January, and we are surprised that 
The Times, in its leading article of 
January atst, failed to take note of the im- 
portant distinction explicitly indicated in 
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach's words :— 
Speaking with regard to China, he advised 
them not to believe all they saw in 
as to the co 
at Peking. As certain definite statements had 
regard to financial assistance to 
be granted by this country to China, he thought 
it well to tell them plainly that the Chinese Go- 
vernment had approached them with a request for 
such assistance, in order to enable them to provide 
for the indemnity still due to Japan. They had ex- 
pressed to them the 
tion, and the 

















of thase viegatiations was both dnaccurate and in- 
complete. They were not ashamed of those nego- 
and saw no reason why they should be 
disapproved by this country or by any foreign 
If those negotiations did not succeed we 
should have done our best to show our friendliness 
to the Chinese Empire in the time of her need. 
We should take our stand upon our existing 
Treaty rights, and should take great care to pre= 
serve to the commerce of this country all the ad 
vantage it al present enjoyed, 

It will be at once apparent that the above 
explanation radically alters the situation. 
It is one thing for England voluntarily to 
offer money to China. It is another and 
a totally different thing for China to in- 
quire whether England will lend her 
money, and for England, in reply, to state 
the conditions that would attach to an 
affirmative answer. In short, the initiative 
was taken by China, and that the Tsungli 














¥|Yamen ultimately drew back when it be- 





came conscious of the opposition provoked 
by its project does not affect British 
prestige in the smallest degree. 














AN INGENUOUS CRITIC. 


pats ee 

We observe that ‘‘ James Allan’s ” work 
of fiction, Under the Dragon Flag,” has 
actually been accepted as sober history by 
one of our English local contemporaries, 
and that the chapter about Port Arthur is 
quoted verbatim in support of the sensa- 
onal exaggerations which were originally 
circulated by Mr. James Creelman and sub- 
sequently endorsed by more than one of the 
Settlement journals invariably so careful 
not to spare the rod in their references to 
Japan. “Under the Dragon Flag” is 
compiled with a certain measure of skill 
in simulation and dissimulation. That an 
Englishman, reading it without any pre- 
vious knowledge of the events related in 
its pages, and without any Oriental ex- 
perience, should be deceived by the 
author’s adroit directness and spurious 
naivété would not be very surprising. 
But we certainly did not imagine for an 
instant that an old resident of the Far 
East could possibly be lured into such a 
trap. It is inexpressibly comical to find a 
newspaper solemnly and ponderously 
quoting a chapter from a pure romance 
and declaring it to be history worthy of 
all the credit of a personal narrative.’ One 
may reasonably doubt whether the editor 
of a newspaper was ever more conspicu- 
ously hoaxed. 





A Shanghai contemporary learns that the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank’s portion of the 
new Chinese loan is all underwritten, while the 
Deutsch-Asiatische Bank's portion is also fully 
ae 
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MR. FRASEKX AND THE FAPAN 
ASIATIC SOCIETY, 


eS 
The reading of Mr. J. F. Fraser’s 


paper at the meeting of the Asiatic 
Society on the 2nd instant, occupied just 
forty minutes, but it should be noted 
that Mr. Fraser’s very clear elocution 
enables him to attain a rapidity of deli- 
very which, in the case of an ordinary 
reader, would be scarcely compatible with 
distinctness. Very keen interest was dis- 
played by the audience, and hearty ap- 
plause was accorded to Mr. Fraser at the 
close. It will be seen from the verbatim 
report published in these columns yesterday, 
that the traveller treated his subject.more 
seriously than the amusing and witty 
accounts of the Three Cyclists’ Journeys, 
as hitherto compiled for journalistic 
purposes, might have led us to anticipate. 
The fact is that Mr. Fraser, though per- 
fectly unassuming and not at all disposed 
to make much of the remarkable feat 
achieved by himself and his companions, 
Messrs. Lowe and Lunn, not only is a 
keen and intelligent observer, but also has 
the faculty of marshalling his facts 
in an instructive and succinct manner, 
and if, when writing for the general 
public, he draws freely on the rich 
vein of humour which he undoubtedly 
possesses, he knows also how to be 
grave and earnest when the occasion de- 
mands. He does not attempt, in his latest 
essay, to paint any picture of the hard- 
ships suffered by the three intrepid cyclists 
of whom he was the leader. If we catch 
glimpses, now and then, of what they had 
to endure, and if we find ourselves finally 
wrapped in astonishment that they 
came through alive, it is certainly not 
because the narrator thrusts their per- 
sonalities into the foreground. Perhaps 
to Englishmen in this part of the world 
the most interesting portion of the paper 
will be that relating to the Burma-Yun- 
nan Railway. Mr. Fraser judges that to 
carry the line beyond the Burmese frontier 
would be a task of enormous difficulty and 
expense, ior will anyone reading his de- 
scription of the route be disposed to ques- 
tion his conclusion. The fact is that 
Yunnan is simply ribbed with mountains 
ranging at right angles to the general 
direction of the projected road. It may 
be compated to a ploughed field with fur- 
rows varying from three thousand to 
eight thousand feet in height, and how to 
carry a railway across them must be a 
stupendous problem. Even supposing the 
line built, it would not tap the productive 
regions of Yunnan. These lie to the East 
of the province, and are far more easily 
accessible from the French possessions in 
the south, or even from the valley of the 
West River. Mr. Fraser thinks—and the 
same opinion has often been expressed in 
these columns—that the real object of 
a Burma-Yunnan railway would be to 
establish oyerland communications with 
Szechuen, which is one of the wealthiest 
and most promising provinces in China. 
But he also thinks—and the soundness of 
his view can scarcely be doubted—that 
the truly practical way to bring Szechuen 
into quick and easy commercial contact 
with the outer world is by utilizing the 
Yangtsze. A steamer service from Ichang 
to Chungking is alone needed, and Japanese 
projectors are making arrangements to 
establish such a service—or to try to 
establish it—in the immediate future. 
| 





234 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[March 5, 1898. 








ZOLA'S CONDEMNATION. 
Marna ‘ 
T such a distance from the scene it 
is almost presumptuous to form an 
opinion about the condemnation of M. 
ZOLA to a year's imprisonment and a 
heavy fine. There are folk, doubtless, 
who will rejoice over the sentence be- 
cause of their antipathy to a writer of 
novels which even the least delicate can 
not read without astonishment. “ Serve 
him right,” they will say, not altogether 
unreasonably. But these prejudices apart, 
it must be confessed that the incident 
produces a very painful impression. M. 
ZOLA may have been intemperate in h 
recent journalistic campaign; he may 
have grossly transgressed the limits of 
discretion and even of propriety. But we 
can not forget that he was working for a 
cause which he believes to be that of 
justice ; working to save a fellow-country- 
man from punishment which he holds to 
have been undeserved. Prior to the 
publication of the indictment upon which 
Captain Dreyrus the 
public had no choice but to assume that 
the charge preferred against him had been 
proved up to the hilt. He was tried in 
Nov. 1894 by a secret tribunal, and the 
indictment was not published until January 
7th 1898, when the eyes of the whole 
civilized world had been directed to his 
case. The accusation against him was 
that he had betrayed his country by sell- 
ing confidential documents to the agent of 
a foreign Power. Naturally it was univer- 
sally concluded that the accusation had 
been established by incontrovertible and 
abundant testimony. People had to be 
content with hypothesis, however. Out- 
side the circle of those directly concerned, 
no one knew what had taken place within 
the closed doors of the secret military 
tribunal where the man underwent his 
trial. But when, more than three years 
afterwards, an opportunity of examining 
the indictment presented itself, its readers 
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was arraigned, 


intentional ; in other words, designed to 
avert suspicion. An expert in hand- 
writing claims ability to detect such dis- 
guises, but even if the claim were granted, 
it remained none the less a fact that 
Dreyeus had been condemned and sent- 
enced to a terrible fate apparently on 
evidence which could not have satisfied 
any bench of trained judges. More- 
over, the publication of the indictment 
brought another fact to light. Its langu- 
age plainly indicated Germany as the 
foreign Power with which DREYFUS was 
supposed to have trafficked. ‘It de- 
clared that his brother had become a 
German subject, and that he himself had 
often gone privately to Alsace, where 
the German Authorities did .not seek 
in any way to hamper his movements, 
treatment contrasting markedly with. that 
to which French officers were usually ex- 
posed there. Of course until this indict- 
ment became public property, no conclu- 
sive theory could be formed as to the 
foreign Power in question. But Germany 
being now definitely pointed to, the press 
of that country and subsequently a re- 
sponsible Minister of the CROWN empha- 
tically denied that Captain DReyFus had 
ever stood in any relation of the kind either 
to Germany, the German Government, 
German tary Officers, the German 
Military Attaché in Paris, or the German 
Embassy. It is extremely difficult to 
doubt the Jona. fides of the démenti. 
Where international interests are con- 
cerned diplomacy often takes little ac- 
count of truth, but moral obliquity of that 
d must assume extraordinary dimen- 
sions before denials such as those made 
by the German Government can be set 
aside. ‘The world cannot persuade itself 
to imagine that Germany would be guilty 
of perjury for the sake of shielding a 
French traitor, who, had he perpetrated 
the act charged against him, should be 
universally execrated, not merely for the 











found that Drevrus had been condemned 
on the strength of a solitary document 
supposed to have been written by him. 
Unless he wrote it, there was nothing to 
prove his guilt, for though various items 
of suggestive evidence were catalogued 
against him—as that his habits at the 
Ministry of War exposed him to suspicion ; 
that he was often found at the office when 
there was no official work to do; that his 
replies when under examination conveyed 
the impression that he often concealed 
the truth and so forth—, such conjectural 
testimony would have been absolutely 
valucless had he not written the docu- 
ment, and the question whether he did or 
did not write it having been submitted to 
five experts, three decided in the affirmative 
and two in the negative. Moreover, the 
three admitted that they noticed dis- 
similarities between the writing of DREY- 
Fus and that of the document, but they 
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sake of morality, but also in the cause of 
general security. It came to this, then, 
that DREYFUS was condemned for traitrous 
dealings with a Power whose Government 
denied that any such dealings had taken 
place, and on the evidence of a document 
which two experts out of five declared he 
had not written, There remained, of 
course, a possibility that in the history of 
the document—a history disclosed only to 
the secret tribunal—some facts might be 
embodied fatal to the hypothesis of Cap- 
tain DREYFUS’ innocence, But the French 
would not be the people we know them 
to be if they rested content in the face of 
the ‘possibility that a grievous injustice 
had been committed. They wanted—at 
least many of them wanted—to have the 
veil of secrecy lifted, and it was of that 
desire that ZOLA assumed the champion- 
ship. The EsTERHAZY court-martial 
served only to deepen the feeling of un- 
certainty and dissatisfaction, for the im- 
portant stages of its inquiry were con- 
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ducted with closed doors, and its finding 
amounted to nothing more than a decision 
that Major EsTeRHAZY did not write the 
incriminating document. What every 
thoughtful man must now be perplexed to 
imagine is the reason of the secrecy so 
rigorously guarded by the French Autho- 
rities If a foreign Power employs sur- 
reptitious and unworthy means to discover 
the military secrets of neighbouring States, 
why should scrupulous care be taken to 
shield it from the obloquy attaching to 
such methods? It is quite conceivable 
that to officially expose, nefarious traffic 
on the part of Germany with French 
agents might tend to embitter France’s 
animosity against her former enemy. But 
that consideration ceased to have any 
value from the moment of the DREYFUS in- 
dictment's publication, since Germany was 
then unmistakably indicated as the traffick- 
ing Power. Nothing short of unlimited 
access to all the evidence jn the posses- 
sion of the French War Office would 
warrant a final opinion on the merits of 
the case, but the anti-Semitic agitation 
provoked by the affair and the very severe 
sentence passed on ZOLA seem to suggest 
that passion and prejudice have been 
suftered to obtrude themselves into a 
region where reason and impartiality 
should reign supreme. Of course the 
trouble is not over. M. Zoa’s fate will 
tend to accentuate rather than to allay 
the agitation. 





JAPANESE PRISONS. 
abies oat 


RISON administration remained for 
many centuries almost completely 
beyond the range of civilized progress in 
Europe. When the great philanthrophist 
Howard undertook the task of inspecting 
British prisons a hundred and twenty-five 
years ago, he found a very shaking state 
of affairs, ‘* The jails of the Kingdom were 
a disgrace to humanity. They were, for 
the most part, poisonous pestiferous dens, 
densely over-crowded, dark, foully dirty, 
not ouly ill-ventilated but deprived alto- 
gether of fresh air. The wretched im- 
mates were thrown into subterranean 
dungeons, into wet and noisome caverns 
and hideous holes to rot and fester, a prey 
to fell disease bred and propagated in the 
prison-house, and deprived of the com- 
monest necessaries of life. For food they 
were dependent upon the caprice of their 
jailers or the charity of the benevolent; 
water was denied them except in the scan- 
tiest proportions; they were half naked 
or in rags; their only bedding was putrid 
straw reeking with exhalations and ac- 
cumulated filth, Every one in durance, 
whether tried or untried, was heavily 
ironed ; women did not escape the in- 
fliction.” Yet these places 
were primarily for purposes of deten- 
tion, not punishment. The majority of 
their inmates accused persons 
@yalting ptyial, or debtors. might 
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have been supposed that the expobure of 
such an awlul state of affairs would have 
been quickly followed by radical reforms, 
There was indeed some effort made, some 
improvement effected, but in 1819 we find 
Mr. BuxTon writing of the prisoners in 
St. Alban’s:—“ All were in ill-health ; 
almost all were in rags; almost all were 
filthy in the extreme. The state of the 
prison, the desperation of the prisoners, 
the uproar of oaths, complaints and ob- 
scenity, the indescribable stench, present- 
ed together a concentration of the utmost 
misery and the utmost guilt.” Not 
until 1835 did the principle receive 
official recognition that prisoners should 
be kept separate and apart, and not even 
then was the principle carried into prac- 
tice, for the first Act on the subject —the 
Act of 1839—did not insist upon the con- 
struction of prisons fitted for separate 
confinement, but merely provided that in- 
dividuals might be so confined. Penton- 
ville Jail, the building of which commenced 
in 1840, was the first prison constructed 
with separate cells, and although that ex- 
ample found many imitators among the 
local administrations, in many cases also it 
produced no effect. 
was not until 1877 that uniformity of treat- 
ment was secured by vesting the control 
of all jails in a body of commissioners ap- 
pointed by and responsible to the Home 
Secretary. We mention these things, not 
for the purpose of extenuating the defects 
of Japan’s prison system, but in order to 
draw attention to the lesson they incul- 
cate, namely, that prison administration 
can not possibly be uniform and satisfactory 
so long as it is left to a number of local 
authorities, among whom the greatest 
diversity of opinion may exist as to the 
proper management of jails. Moreover, 
the enormous expense of providing prisons 
suited for the application of the best prin- 
ciples, can not fail to be prohibitive in 
localities where people hesitate even to 
make disbursements sufficient for the com- 
fort of the law-abiding portion of the in- 
habitants. The Japanese Government 
seems to have recognised these facts, 
partially at any rate, in the early years of 
the Meiji era, for it took into its own 
hands the complete management of prison 
affairs throughout the empire. But finan- 
cial convenience subsequently led to an 


Briefly speaking, it 


unwise change, namely, the enactment 
of a law that prison expenses should 
be defrayed by the various localties, 
except in the of five central 
jails. The new system of divided 
authority had not been many years in 
operation became 
evident, and in the second session of the 
Diet the Government introduced a Bill 
for transferring prison expenses to the 
charge of the Treasury. Unfortunately a 
large party in the House of Representa- 
tives were fighting at that time for a re- 
duction of the Land Tax, aud since the 
Prison Bill involved an addition of some 
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three million yen to the disbusements of 
the Treasury, correspondingly reducing 
the resources available for lowering the 
Land Tax, it was opposed without refer- 
ence to its intrinsic merits. Again and 
again the Government submitted the Bill, 
but without success, and though the war 
and ‘its resulting measures temporarily 
checked this useful legislation, another and 
doubtless asuccessful effort would have been 
made last session had not the Lower 
House been dissolved. It is understood 
that the Bill will be introduced once more 
when the Diet meets for its ordinary ses- 
sion in the fall of the year, and no diffi- 
culty is anticipated in passing it. So far 
as the five central prisons are concerned, 
reports by competent foreign inspectors 
show that their plan, equipment and system 
of management are in accordance with the 
principles now recognised in the West ; 
but undoubtedly the local prisons leave 
much to be desired, Attention has been 
strenuously drawn to the affair by a Kobe 
English journal in connexion with the in- 
carceration of foreign culprits or suspects 
after the abolition of Consular Jurisdiction, 
and by way of illustrating the sufferings 





to which they may be exposed, 
our contemporary publishes an inter- 
view with a Japanese who spent 


some time in prison awaiting trial. 
The interview occupies a column and-a- 
half, but its salient facts are very simple. 
The man was placed in a room g feet 
square, with a necessary at the back, 
paper sliding doors on one side. and up- 
right battens on the front which gave on 
a corridor: the floor had mats—in fact, an 
ordinary Japanese room, except that it 
was exposed to view from the corridor, a 
feature common to prisons everywhere. 
The room was often crowded, as many as 
8 or g persons being put into it at a time, 
and it is added that they ‘thad‘to care- 
fully dovetail themselves, as it were, in 
order to get room to lie down at full 
length ;”” an obvious exaggeration, for a 
nine-feet-square room contains 4} mats, 
and two persons per matis the ordinary 
scale of sleeping accommodation in alow- 
class Japanese inn, There is a good 
deal said about the dirt and the 
odour resulting from such close contact, 
a just complaint, which will always be 
heard until the system of separate confine- 
ment is adopted. 
the prisoner had to wear prison garb for 
one night, and he found it very scant; 
that not until the third day was he permit- 
ted to receive bedding and food from his 
friends; that the prison fare wag inade- 
quate ; that the warm water provided in- 





Then we are told that 


stead of tea was often offensive; that he 
had to lie for two nights ou the bare mats, 
which Japanese, asa rule, do not regard 
as a hardship, and that no means of heat- 
ing the prison were adopted. Now there 
can be no question that the system re- 
presented by such treatment stands in 
need of reform, and that the prominence 


given to the subject in connexion with 
the abolition of Consular Jurisdiction may 
have a wholesome effect upon Japanese 
public opinion. But there is no occasion to 
manufacture sensations out of facts which 
present no sensational features. Even 
supposing that the administration of pro- 
vincial jails were likely to remain for some 
years as it is now, the probability of any 
foreigner's being subjected to gross hard- 
ships in a local prison is of the slenderest 
description. But, as a matter of fact, the 
subject long ago received official atten- 
tion, anda decision was arrived at that 
special arrangements must be made in the 
case of foreigners awaiting trial or under- 
going punishment, not because the system 
pursued at the central prisons, where 
alone foreigners are likely to be confined 
during the early years of the new regime, 
presents abuses, but because Japanese 
diet, Japanese garb and Japanese modes 
of life would be so many additional penal- 
ties to persons unaccustomed to them, 
and because the provincial jails, pending 
the reforms that will be introduced there 
after they pass under the control of the 
Central Government, do not offer facilities 
suitable for the purpose in view. 

We may note, further, with reference 
to the prisoner interviewed in Kobe, that 
he is said to have keen 7 days in jail before 
being examined, and that he was altoge- 
ther 47 days in confinement before acquit- 
tal, bail being refused. Much importance 
appears to be attached to these points, 
and undoubtedly incarceration for a week 
without examination. is a gross abuse. 
The Japanese Code is explicit on this 
point. It provides that no person shall 
be kept under restraint for more than 48 
hours without magisterial examination. 
Hence, if the Kobe journal's prisoner lay 
fora week before being examined magist- 
erially, there was a flagrant violation of 
the law. Concerning a detention of 47 days 
before acquittal and the refusal of bail, 
no intelligent opinion can be pronounced 
without knowledge of the nature of the 
Bail is granted at the discretion of 
a magistrate, and even in London, where 
the frequentsittings at Clerkenwell and the 
Central Criminal Court afford exceptional 
facilities, it is considered a matter for 
congratulation that the period spent await- 
ing trial is seldom more than a month, 
while in the provinces it may be three 
months. Facts of this kind should be 
kept in mind when considering the state 
of affairs in Japan, if critics desire to be 
just and influential. On the whole, the 
Japanese may be grateful to foreigners 
for the scrutiny, however severe, which 
the latter make into the administration of 
the laws and the prisons, since the bene- 
fits that foreigners may derive from reform 
areas nothing compared with the benelits 
accruing to the Japanese themselves. 


case. 
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THE FOREIGN TRADE OF JAPAN 
FOR 1897. 


+ 
HERE can not be any question that, so 
far as total figures are concerned, the 
foreign trade of Japan shows remark- 
able and highly satisfactory elasticity. Its 
aggregate value in 1897 was 382,435,848 
yen against 289,517,234 yer in 1896, an 
increase of no less than 92,918,614 yeu, or 
more than 32 percent. Ten years previ- 
ously, that is to say in’ 1888, the cor- 
responding figure was 131,160,744, so 
that, speaking approximately, the trade 
may be said to have trebledin a decade. 
That is certainly very remarkable, especi- 
ally when we recall the fact that, in 1884, 
the total value of imports and exports 
having remained nearly stationary for 
four years—between the limits of 62 and 
67 million yen—a majority of the foreign 
residents came to the conclusion, and de- 
clared it very emphatically, that Japan 
had no commercial future, that her re- 
sources had already reached their highest 
point of development, and that the open- 
ing of the country was an object unworthy 
of serious attention. 


But there are certain points in the record 
that call for special notice. Not the least 
remarkable of them is the manner in which 
Japanese merchants are steadily invading 
the domain not very long ago monopolized, 
or nearly monopolized, by foreigners. Thus, 
whereas in 1888 the direct exports by 
Japanese traders represented only 7,081,- 
324 yen out of a total of 65,704,510 they 
tose, in 1897, to 44,244,286 yen iv a total 
of 163,135,077. In fact, they increas- 
ed from rt to 27 per ceut. in 
cade, Turning to imports, we find a still 
more remarkable result, for while the 
direct imports by Japanese in 1888 were 
only 8,483,739 yex in a total of 65,455,234 
or less than 13 per cent., they reach- 
ed 79,560,939 gen in 1897 out of a total of 
219,300,771 or more than 36 per cent. 
To some readers the combined results may 
seem more interesting :— 


a de- 


1888. 1897. 
Yen, Yen. 
Total Trade ..., + 131,160,744 382,435,848 


Direct share of Japanese 
merchants... 





15,565,053 123,805,225 
or or 

12 percent. 32 per cent, 
During many years the efforts of the 
Japanese to get into their own hands the 
business done by the foreign middleman 
have been energetic, in profession at all 
events. But the great advantages of the 
foreigner as an agent have enabled him 
to keep his place, and he will keep it for 
a long Lime to come. He obtains for the 
Japanese prices they could not get work- 
ing on their own account, and he secures 
them against risks of all kinds. Still there 
is no gainsaying the fact that his domain 
has been invaded by the Japanese to an 
extent which did not seem likely a few 
years ago. 

Another fact brought out by last year’s 
record is that Japan tends he Ok 
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to become a manufacturing country. She 
imports increasing quantities of machinery 
and raw materials, and decreasing quan- 
tities of manufactured goods. The figures 
illustrating these features stand thus :— 


Imports or Raw Marernt, Macninery, &c. 
1897—Yen. 18906—Yen. 
































Raw Cotton 43:630.214 32,573,352 

Wool 1,057,482 ~ 998,305 

Machines 12,291,037 6,209,276 

Locomotives, Cars, &. 5:141,360 1,983,929 

Iron. 3,046,131 2,359,704 

Steel and Ion Rails 2,001,118 1,280,479 

Totals... 67,167,342 45,405,045 
Imports or Manuractrursp Stures, &c. 

1897—Ven. 1896—Ven, 

Cotton Yarns 9 625.258 11,372,001 

Shirtings 3783 808 4,087,763 

O her © 59820 718 7.552,040 

3,835,880 , 6 498.162 

1,815,581 2,813,096 

1,187,055 1,997,244 

1,943,531 3,407,150 

28,018,431 37,728,062 


Exrort or Manuracrurep Srurvs, &c. 
1897—Yen, 1896—Yen. 


Habutaye .,, 530,676 7,052,217 
Other Sitk Stoffs..... es 304.166 
Sill Handkerchiet ++ 3.390.145 4,617,720 
Cotton Yarns 13.490.195 


Cotton Fabr wesee 2,512,375 





29,232,247 18,289,624 
The most remarkable figure in the last 
table is that relating to cotton yarns. Old 
residents remember, of course, that in 
1883, when the cotton-spinning industry 
took root in Japan, the general opi- 
nion among foreigners was that signal 
failure awaited it, and that, in a very 
short time, it would be abandoned, leaving 
a disastrous record. Anybody would 
have been laughed to scorn who ventured 
to predict, at that time, that before 15 
years should elapse, nearly a million 
spindles would be at work, and 133 million 
yen worth of yarns would be exported. 

It is unnecessary to examine the tables 
in further detail. The exports show a 
general increase, spread over nearly 
every item, silk, however, being responsi- 
ble for an addition of no less than 27 mil- 
lion yen. As to the imports, it appears 
that the net increase of 48 million yen is 
accounted for by raw materials and ma- 
chinery (21 millions) and sugar, rice, and 
peas and beans (24} millions). The facts 
that 214 million yen worth of rice had to 
be purchased from foreign countries as 
against 54 millions for 1896, and that the 
exports of the cereal fell from neatly 8 
millions in 1896 to less than 6} millions 
in 1897, are, of course, ascribable to the 
bad harvest of last year. The steady 
growth of the import of sugar is note- 
worthy. From less than 7 million yen in 
1888 it increased to over 20 millions in 
1897. 





BIMETALLIC PROSPECTS, 
ee ge 

Two events have greatly darkened the 
outlook for silver. One is Senator 
Wolcott’s account of the work of the 
Bimetallic Commission appointed last 
year by President McKinley ; the other is 
the action taken by the Indianapolis Mone. 
tary Convention. Of course the Seueral re- 
of the Wolcott Commission were 


gle U 














already known. It had proved that any 
cGoperation on Great Britain’s part was 
out of the question, for the present at all 
events, and that so long as England did 
not move, other European nations would 
certainly remain quiescent. These facts, 
however, were not new. What does 
seem new, and what must be regarded as 
a serious blow to the bimetallic cause, is 
that President McKinley’s attitude has 
assumed a very uncertain character as 
depicted by Senator Wolcott. When 
Congress met on December 6th, the 
President expressed an apparently un- 
equivocal desire for the consummation 
of an international bimetallic agreement, 
but very shortly afterwards the Secretary 
of the Treasury presented to Congress a bill 
one of the objects of which, according to 
the Secretary's avowal, was.“ to commit 
the country ‘more, thoroughly to the gold 
standard, to remove, as far as possible, 
all doubts and fears on that point, and 
thus to strengthen the credit of the United 
States both at home and abroad.” It is 
plain that unless Secretary Gage was 
speaking withont the authority of the 
President and in opposition to his views, 
the Republican Cabinet can no longer be 
tegarded as genuinely bimetallic but must 
be counted distinctly monometallic. That 
is the point brought out by Senator 
Wolcott. As to the Indianapolis Mone- 
tary Convention, its name seems to detract 
from its importance until we know that it 
was made up of many city boards of trade 
and commerce, and that delegates from 
26 out of 45 States were present. ‘The 
conclusions formulated by the Convention 
were that the monetary system of America 
should be based on the maintenance of 
the present gold standard ; that all classes 
of United-States notes should be with- 
drawn within ten years by meaus of an 
issue of three-per-cent. gold bonds ; that 
the silver dollars now in circulation should 
be redeemed in gold on presentation, and 
that all the gold and silver bullion now 
held by the Treasury should be gradually 
sold. “That is gold’ monemetallism pure 
and simple, and to what point gold would 
appreciate under the influence of such a 
vast addition to the demand for it, only a 
rash man could venture to predict. Cer- 
tainly the prospects of the white metal 
never looked gloomier than they do at 
present. The danger in America’s case 
is that impatience of standing at the 
parting of the ways will drive her to com- 
mit her feet finally to the gold path. She 
can scarcely afford to wait much longer. 
Uncertainty is doing her almost as much 
mischief as the most inveterate opponents 
of either system attribute to its adoption. 











ARTS EXHIBITION IN 20K¥o., 
ee 

The usual Spring Exhibition of objects of 
modern and ancient art will be opened in the 
Uyeno Galleries on April 1st and will remain 
open until May 2oth, It does not seem pro- 
bable that any arrangement will be effected for 
a large display of pre-AMeéji atticles, unless 
private collectors can be induced to take more 
interest in the Exhibition than they have 
hitherto displayed. The dealers in art objects, 
who generally find it worth their while to 
contribute to the filling of the cases, are not 
now in a position to accomplished much in 
that line, for the supply of so-called “ curios” 
appears to be completeiy exhausted. Rarely 
indeed does a specimen of old porcelain or 
@ picture by ‘an old master find its way into 
the market, and when such treasures do make 
their appearance, the prices demanded for 
them die ijinioat prohibitive. 
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RUSSIA AND AN ICE.FREE PORT. 


Meiicicaitne = 

Mr. .Balfour, speaking at Manchester 
just two years ago, said that he ‘ regarded 
without fear or dislike the idea of a Rus- 
sian outlet of commerce in Northern 
China from which we ourselves should not 
be excluded,” and has now repeated the 
dictum, Sir Charles Dilke has just made 
the following comment on that statement : 

1 retain the opinion that it was unwise on Mr. 
Balfour's part to make what seems to me to have 
been an unnecessary suggestion two years ago, and 
one couched in language extending far beyond what 
seems to me to have been his intention. Russia could 
only reach such a port by cutting off Korea, in whic! 
she has promised not to interfere, and by entering the 
neighbourhood of the Chinese capital, where her in- 
fluence could hardly fail to become dominant. As for 
the suggestion of Mr. Balfour in his later speech— 
that the trade privileges secured by Kus: 
be open to ourselves—the outcome of si 
with regard to trade previously made by Russia (as, 
for example, the Batoum case in the Treaty of Berlin) 
is not encouraging. 

It is rather remarkable that Mr. Asquith, 
speaking at Birkenhead on the rgth of 
January, said, after noting that ‘ we could 
dismiss as the idlest of alarms the notion 
that a European Government which pos- 
sessed no coaling stations and no ports 
of call, and which was dependent for the 
propulsion of its ships in these parts upon 
the hospitality and good offices of other 
countries, had the power, even if it had 
the will, to dominate the Far Eastern 
seas :7— 

Nor huve we the least reason to grudge the Empire 
of Russia access to an open port in the Pacific, which 
is to her a geographic and an economic necessity. 

Evidently this idea of Jaisser-fasre is 
gaining popularity in England with re- 
spect to Russia in the Pacific. We have 
pointed out more than once that Russia 
with an ice-free port in northern China 
and a railway connecting it with the centre 
of her empire, would differ from the Rus- 
sia of to-day in many respects other than 
commercial. Whether continued efforts 
should be made to prevent her from attain- 
ing that goal has become, however, a very 
interesting and intricate problem, 























PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN THE 
ONITED STATES. 


pices epee 

There are those who, looking at the marve- 
lous material growth of the United States dur- 
ing the past half century, are inclined to credit 
her people with the chief aim of hoarding the 
“almighty dollar.” Bat if one takes time to 
study her educational, religious, and benevolent 
institutions, one loses sight of the fact that those 





These immense libraries are not mere orna- 
ments or the result of a craze; they grew out 
of a desire of the people to read and investigate. 
Of these libraries not more than half a dozen 
had any existence at the begining of the present 
century, They area part of that vast educa- 
tional system that has kept pace with the material 
growth of the country. 

Witt Partito, 








GREAT BRITAIN AND FRANCE 
IN AFRICA. 


ages 
The clearest statement we have yet read of 





h|the questions pending between England and 


France in Africa is the following summary of 
the situation from the columns of the Literary 
Digest :—" Having taken possession of Egypt, 
Great Britain claims the exclusive right to pos- 
sess herself of any territory ever possessed or 
claimed in Afiica by Egypt or Egypt's nominal 
suzerain, the Sultan, In addition to these 
rights—regarded as indisputable in England— 
the British press is firmly convinced that Eng- 
land is morally obliged to annex the Nile Valley 
in its entire length, because, it another Power 
were to possess part of it, such Power might 
divert the waters of the Nile for its own purposes. 
On the other hand the French are anxious to 
establish a French Central Africa extending 
across the entire continent from West to East. 
‘They assert that whatever rights England, or for 
that matter Egypt, may have had in the Upper 
Nile region, became invalid when the Mahdists 
defeated the Egyptian and British armies, Three 
French expeditions started for the disputed 
territory, and it is thought that they have either 
reached, or will soon reach, Farhoda, a fortified 
town on the White Nile, where they will unite. 
Itis very possible that the French and British 
forces will come to blows when they meet, and 
that Abyssinia will give her assistance to 
France.” , 

















GERMANY AND SIBERIAN TRADE. 
ogo 
Here is an item of news, sent to 7he Times 
byits St. Petersburg correspondent, which seems 
to have considerable interest for residents of the 
Far East :— 


Froma “thoroughly trustwaithy source 
stated that a company has just been formed at 
Hamburg under the naine of the Ger belian 
Steamship and Trading Cempany (Deutsch 
tische Handels-und-Schiffaluts-Gesetischalt), Its 
founders are Gevman capitalists and manufac. 
turers in conjunction with experienced specialists 
who have long done business in Siberia and ave 
thoroughly acquainted with the population and 
local conditions. ir aim is to apen up German 
trade with Siberia over the northern sea route and 
the rivers Oui, and Yenisei, the waterway explored 
for so many years by Captain Wiggins and now 
being rendered practically useful by Mr, Ley 























States contain a third more miles of railroads 
than all the rest of the world combined, and 
wonders how so many and so great institutions 
conld have sprung up where, in the memory of 
men now living, the buffalo roamed and savage 
Indians pitched their tents. 

L have just been reading about the public and 
schovl libraries in the United States and am 
sure there are many who would like to know 
some things that I have found out. In 1896, 
there were 4,026 public libraries that contained 
1,000 volumes or more, and over 4,000 that con- 
tained less than 1,000 vols. but 300 or more. 

The number of volumes in the 4.026 libra- 
ties was 33,000,000, besides 5,000,000, unbound 
pamphlets. The records kept in 1,852 libraries 
show that 35,000 000 books were issued in one 
year to borrowers for home use Of course these 
are but a mere fraction of the books read by the 
people asa whole. 

There are two libraries that contain over 
500,000 volumes each: the Congressional 
library at Washington with 740,c00, and the 
Public library of Baston with 630.000 volumes, 
There are four that have over 300 000 volumes 
each and 28 that have over 1¢0,000 eac! 
605 libraries have an aggregate endowment 
fund of 17,000 000 and buildings owned by 567 





















libraries are valued at $33, 10, was scored, 
Digtized by CHOOQIE 


bourne Popham and his agents, Messrs. Moir and 
Company. Commercial relations are also to be 
established in the Amur through Vladivostok, and 
offices are to be opened in Moscow, Tuumen, aud 
Yeniseisk, where samples will be on view of all 
classes of goods offered in retucn for Siberian raw 
materials. M.  Nosiloff,the well-known Siberian 
traveller, writes to the Novoe Vremya to say that 
this uew German enterprise in Siberia is far move 
earnest and is to be taken much more seriously 
than the half-hearted and unsatisfactory attempts 
of the English, who will certainly be ousted by the 
Germans from the Siberian market. 

A curious incident occurred in a cricket match 
at Singapore on the 7ih February, The 
Officers of the Garrison were playing the Crick- 
et Club, and scored 158 in the first innings and 
73 for 4 wickets (closure) in the second. The 
Club scored 79 (first innings) and had therefore 
153 to score in order to win, Thanks to a fine 
innings of 67 by R. T. Reid the runs were se- 
cured and the officers defeated. With the score 
atts2 the players retired, thinking the game 
was over, the stumps were drawn and the screens 
lowered, when the scorer came over to explain 
that the match was still only a tie, It was still 
a few minutes to six o'clock, so the sinmps were 
again pitched and the batsmen and the Officers 




















again took tothe field, till the requisite single 

















KOREAN NOTES. 
: = 

Nearly two years ago it was announced that 
France had obtained from Korea a concession 
to build a railway from Séul to-Wifu. The 
latter, as most of our readers probably know, 
is an insignificant town on the Yalu, which 
forms the northern boundary of Korea. Such 
a line could not possibly be a financial success : 
its construction, if undertaken, must be purely 
for political or strategical purposes. The news 
of the concession was, therefore, received with 
languid interest, But « French expert has ar- 
rived in Séul in connexion with the question, 
and attention has thus been directed to the 
matter, though the coming of one expert can 

not be considered very significant, 


“Mr. Carl Wolter,” says the Jndependent, 
“intends to send a mining expert to the north 
for the purpose of locating a gold mine, the 
concession of which the Government has pro- 
mised him, The engineer has arrived in the 
city.” 











We take the following from our Séul con- 
temporary :— 

‘The magistrates of Richon, and Yeju and districts 
are doing their best to persecute the native Christians 
in these localities. It seems that some rascals who 
call themselves Christians went about these 
and committed many outra The magi 
concluded that the best way to punish them is to 
punish everybody who professes Christianity. A 
wholesale arrest was ordered and several hundred in- 
nocent Christians are reported to be among the 
prisoners, 


The news that H.M.S. Vicéorious had been 
ordered fiom Gibraltar to the China station, 
reached Soul in this form:—‘ Gibraltar Vic- 
torians are to reinforce China Squadron.” 








The Korean Foreign Office was said to be 
in trouble ten days ago about Russia's request 
for a coaling station on Deer Island. The site 
chosen by Russia happened to be the very place 
selected by the Chief Commissioner of Customs 
in 1895 for an extension of the Fusan settlement. 
It was farther rumoured that Russia had asked to 
have 230,000 square metres of land set aside in 
both Mokpo and Chinnampo, the newly opened 
ports, to serve as sites for her Consulates, Con- 
sidering that the whole area allotted ateach port 
fora foreign settlement is only 250 acres, Rus- 
sia’s wants are distinctly liberal. 








After the recent promulgation of an imperial 
decree announcing 0 further concessions 
for railways or mines in Korea should be given 
to foreigners, the Japanese Representative in 
Séul is said to have torwarded the following note 
to the Korean Foreign Office :-— 

“The right to construct a railway between Sdul 
and Fusan was granted to Japan by the treaty signed 
in August 1894. I have been informed that the Ko- 
rean Government recently adopted a resolution that no 
concessions for railway,construction should be grant- 
ed to foreigners, and imperial sanction was obtained 
for it. But such a resolution cannot override the 
provisions of thetreaty, ‘Ihe matter has been left in 
abeyance for a long time without any decision being 
arrived at. I must therefore request that the contract 
for the building of this railway shall be signed without 
further delay in accordance with the terms of the 
treaty.” 














CHINESE NOTES. 
ese aae 

It is alleged that the Emperor of China has 
granted permission to the native owners of a 
quicksilver mine in Kueichou province to pro- 
cure from a French syndicate money for ex- 
ploiting the mine. The step is regarded as an 
excellent precedent which may mean the com- 
paratively speedy development of China's 
mineral resources, 














The Mukden correspondent of the W.-C. 
Daily News says that ‘‘one of the facts 
effaceably cut into his memory during his first 
winter in Newchwang was the finding on one 
morning about New Year's time thirty-five 
masses of ice, each mass having been a living 
man al 10 p.m, the preceding night. The 
thermometer was a good bit below zero (Fahr.) 
fhermerjtiadh just left the opium dens where 
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they had been enjoying themselves. The keen 
air sent them to sleep and they never wakened.” 
Another correspondent of the same journal 
supplements the above experience by the 
following : 

On the piain to the south of Yingtze or Ying- 
chou, known to the world as the (reaty-port of 
Newchiwang, millet is grown where the soil is culti- 
vable ceds grow equally high and stiong 
where it is not, The whole falls to the reaper’s 
hook in the autumn and is gradually carried away 
before the closing of the port, and the gleauers, 
those why pay for the privilege, are left in posses- 
sion of the field. After these have done with the 
ground, any waif armed witha rake and a piece 
of cordage can meander over the plain and help 
to make a clean sweep of the remain 
ing one winter in the early seventies a terrific 
blizzard intercepted a number of these unfor- 
tunates on their retura in the evening with 
their Lundles of millet stalks, used as fuel for the 
No:thein Aang or stoverbed, and those furtherest 
to leeward, ie. fiom the town, soon became weary 
of the struggle. They dropped their bundles on 
the ground, singly, in two and threes, or more, for 
the sake of the shelter from the blast and driving 
suow they afforded, in order to gain strength for 
renewed efforts, But exhaustion from want of 
food and their hard fight, conjoined with the rapid 

i usual in those regions during 
no doubt produced on th 
provised shelter such a deli 
nse of comfort and languor, that the ine 
drowsiness would creep upon them unaw 
an atiempt to renew the struggle probably never 
occured to any one of them,’ Then nature kindly 
and tenderly officiating as her own high priestess 
conducted the ceremonies and assisted them one 
and alltoa veritable enthanasia: and who will 
venture to say it was not a happier fate, for such 
as they at least, than any other the world could or 
wonld offer? 

No one could venture out on these plains 
during that night with the temperature down to 
14 degrees bolow zero (Fahr.), and the wind blow- 
ing with hutticane force, accompanied by a blind- 
ing drift cendering all objects invisible at the 
distance of a few feet. But towards the evening 
of the following day the sky brightened, the sun 
shone out and it became almost calm, ‘The autho. 
tities then organised a seasch-paily which, hows 
ever, had very little{difficulty in finding the bodies, 
as the bundles of shukais formed mounds above 
the general level of the suow-clad plain, 

am not sure as to the exact number ot those 
who perished on the occasion to which [ refer, but 
I believe there weve many over a score, and they 
formed but a sinall fraction of the tora! loss of 
Haman file throughout Shengking during that 
short Lut terrible storm. Great destruction of life 
also occured amongst domestic animals, 












































































There appears to be considerable discontent 
in Shanghai, House rent has been raised by 
ag much as 100 per cent. in some cases, and 
the butchers have taken advantage of the fact 
to make to the price of meat au addition three 
or four times as large as the circumstances 
warrant, 

Germany has a ‘“‘Govtrnor” of Kiao-chou 
Bay—Captain Truppe—and a “ Residency ” at 
Ching-tao which is 40 miles from the city of 
Kiao-chou. 


Li Hung-chang has been relieved from the 
duty of ushering officials to the Imperial 
audience at dawn of day. The ex.Viceroy is 
old enough to be gratified by the change. 


We take the following paragraphs from the 
Peking and Lientsin 2 imes -— 


We are informed from Peking that during the 
last week in January the Emperor sent a wiitten 
arder to the boule store of the American Bible 
Society, wot far from the East Gate of the 
palace, for 160 books, 30 of them distinctly 
Christian, The list: had evidently beew made 
out from the catalogue of publications of the 
Society for the Diffusion of Christian and 
General Knowledge among the Chinese, of w 
Rev. Richard is Secretary. The order 
was written in a kind of Chinese character used 
only by the Emperor, so that there is no doubt 
that the order was from the Emperor himself, 

The following week the same messenger came 
again, this time wanting copies of all Christian 
books. Asthe American Board Mission is near 
the Bible Society’s store, the store-keeper took 
the messenger (o the Mission book-room, where 


from 2 to 10 copies of neatly all the CLS 
igitized kt 
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were given him, amounting in all to over goocopies 
of 72 different books, 

‘The Empress Dowager’s Palace car left Tong 
shan Warks, where it was built, by a special train 
on Tuesday last at 7,20 a.m., Messrs. Kinder and 
Charchward, the designers aud builders, accom 











panying. ‘The trial run was quite satisfactory, 
and Fungstai was reached at § 20 p.m, where 
the car is 10 be viewed by H. E. Hu Yuehelé: 
Governor-General of Peking and Duector. Geni 





tal of Railroads, together with other high officials 
from the Palace. It is a very substantially built, 
12-wheeled bogie-car, with up-to-date improve- 
ments, after the * Pullman” styles and externally 
presents an imposing—neaily — splendid—ap- 
pearance. 

‘Two new “ Mandarin” cars, one fore and alt 
the Palace car, also made their maiden tip, and 
show many cuoning contrivances (for comfort and 
utilizing otherwise waste space) combined with 
good solid work, 

It istumoured the Empress: Dowager purposes 
travelling to Lu-tai shortly; to do this she must 
tavel via Tien! 


























JAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
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The foreign trade of Japan last month 
amounted lo 29,787,485 yen in value, of which 
10,916,330 yen were exports and 18,871,155 yen 
imports, the excess of the latter being 2,954,825 
yen. Compared with the figures for January 
last year a decease of 932,382 yen in exporis 
and an increase of 5.549.933 yew in imports are 
noticeable, the total of the two items increasing, 
however, by 4,617,551 yen. The export of gold 
coin and bullion during the month under review 
aggregated 4,516,400 yen, and that of silver 
3,087,355 yen, a total of 7,603,756 yen. The 
import, on the other hand, aggregated 1,034,019 
yen tor the former and 673,832 yen for the 
latter, the excess in export being 6,795,904 yen. 





The Japan Railway Company, saysthe Shogyo, 
proposes to run aspecial sleeping car, to ac- 
commodate nine passengers. The car, which is 
well fitted and provided with bedding, will not be 
run with less than two passengers, unless double 
fare is paid. It will be placed between two 
2nd class cartiages whence attendants may be 
called by the passengers with a bell. 


The province of Tokachi, in Hokkaido, 
remarks the Zokyo Asahi, was colonised by more 
than six thousand emigrants from the main 
island during 1896 and 1897. The amount of 
peas and beans produced lust year was no less 
than 37,000 Aoki, and the colony promises to 
grow year by year. The district, however, suffers 
from want of means of transport and the lack 
of convenient seaports. Investigations have 
recently been undertaken by the Hokkaido 
Office with a view to the improvement of Toka- 
chi bay. A petition on this subject is to be 
submitted to the Diet. 


The original scheme for the installation of a 
telephone system in Tokyo provided for 10,000 
subscribers during the seven years com- 
mencing in the 2gth year of Meiji. The work 
has made remarkable progress, lines having 
been already completed for more than 3,500 
members, and it is expected that 4,000 will be 
reached in March, The total number of 
applicants up to the present is reported by the 
Tokyo Asahi to be 8,000, and the average 
number of applications in each month does not 
fall below 10>. The limit in fact is likely to be 
reached within a year. Though in December 
last the fees were doubled, the applications for 
membership increase daily. 





A view of Japanese life and society :— 
“Nothing can be more pleasant or attractive 
than the life of a soldier,” I said to myself, and 
so 1 went on board a certain war-vessel, in which 
T served about ayear. But I was utterly disap- 
pointed ; for there too I found the spirit of jeal- 
Ousy prevailing in its worst form. My next few 
years were spent among poets and painters, 
whom I had regarded with an almost religious 
awe. These again turned out to be altogether 
mean and despicable. What I had considered 
worst was the political class, but even th 


fi fe than the classes I have mentioned 
§ 
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above. I found journalists much more frank- 
hearted and less detestable than I thought. 
Most of the newspaper writers may be good 
natured personages, but some of them are ut- 
terly wanting in common sé.” This delight- 
ful sketch is published in the Zokyo Shimbun. 








The petition of the Japanese railway com- 
panies for the raising of fares and freights 
has evoked much public criticism, and even 
at the deliberations of the railway council 
various hostile arguments were advanced. 
The Communications Department, however, has 
now resolved to grant permission for an 
crease of rates to a number of companies in 
whose case the adoption of such a step is 
deemed absolutely indispensable. The Hantan 
and Héshin companies have received per- 
mission, which will also be given to other com- 
panies on the completion of investigations. So 
asserts the Shogyo. 


The Fifi publishes si 8 showing the 
arrivals and sales of tea during the past ten yea 
as follows : 




















Direct 
export. 


Catties. 
303,445 
190,679 
248,433 


Average 
Price per 


Yen 





Arrivals, Bales. Stoel 


Catties, 
r2,han6 
r5'388.008 





Catt 
116,060 
834 





11,683,500 





In an address presented to the Throne in the 
20th year of Meipi (1887) Count Itagaki, 
the Forosu, described Marquis Ito as aman 
who, having secared almost predominant in- 
fluence in the Court, pursued a policy of op- 
pression and inveiglement. Th r, however, 
the same Count represented the Marquis as 
“an influenti tesman in whom the strongest 
confidence reposed by the Emperor, and 
who, having adopted the constitutional princi- 
ples advanced by Mr. Kido, has rendered 
specially meritorious services to the State.” 
Such isthe change brought about by the lapse 
of time between the 20th and 3181 year of Afeizé. 























The Shogyo calle attention to the questions 
submitted by the Agricultural and Com- 
mercial Department for discussion by the 
Central ‘ea Dealers’ Council. They are 
as follow:—(1) Whether some amendment 
is necessary in the regulations for the tea 
dealers’ corporations, and if so of what nature? 
(a) In Kobe special offices for the inspection of 
teas are established under the auspices of 
several cities and prefectures, Is there no 
necessity to inaugurate a similar instituti 
in Yokohama? (3) In every tea season tea 
frequently liable to depreciation on account of 
being accumulated at export ports. Is there 
no remedy tor this, and if so what? 














According to the Zokyo Asahi, the Govern- 
ment and bank paper in circulation at the end 
of last month amounted to 12,134,833 yen, 
which sum shows a decrease of 90,182 yen in 
Government and 261,209 yen in bank notes, 









as compared with the previous month. Below 
is the comparative table :— 

At the end At the end 
of January of December 

1878. 1897. 

Government yen- yen. 
5 590,604... 5,640,786 
tion». 1,770,311... 1,810,311 
Bank paper, 4.748.678... 4.999.887 
Closed bank 24.841... 24,841 








+« 12,134,435. 12,475,826 


A petition for postponement of the period of 
orgahization hasbeen thrice presented by the For- 
mosan Railway Company, and still no definite 
schemes bave been announced to the public. 
On making enquiries of promoters of the 
company, however, it has been ascertained that 
a certain influential foreigner has agreed 








to advance to the Company a loan to the 
amount of 15 million yen at less than five 
per centgjmtese’ioper annum, to be paid 
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together with the principal in fifteen yearly in- 
stallments after ten years’ retention. The final 
approval of this scheme is to be made only after 
conference with the Government, and the in- 
auguration of the Company may be expected 
shortly. To raise a domestic loan, in 
the present state of affairs, is impossible, 
The Mainichi, however, speaks doubtlully of 
the nfatter, and does not see how the foreigner 
in question can have been induced to invest 
his capital in a Formosan enterprise without 
sufficient security. 








The remittances sent abroad by the Bank of 
Japan, on uccount of the various Government 
Departments, through the agency of the Specie 
Bank and other domestic institutions, amounted, 
according to the Tokyo Shimbun, to 3,671,832 
yen during the 3oth year, showing a decrease 
of 2,433,812 yen as compared with the previous 
year, Following are the details :—To England 
1.495.771 yen; to America, 332,132 yen; to 
France, 245,112 yen; (o Germany, 178,477 yen; 
to China, Korea, and other countries 1,420,330 
yen. 


More than ten electors in Hibiteu village, Ai- 
chi prefecture, have been arrested on a charge 
of receiving bribes, and over thirty other 
villagers are reported by the Tokyo Shimbun to 
have confessed to a similar offence. 


On the 24th ult, Rangoon rice to the 
amount of 45,290 bags was brought to Yoko- 
hama by the Mitsui Bussan Kwaisha’s steamer 
Hikoyama Maru, Of this amount 32,297 
bags were transported to Kobe and 1,300 bags 
to the capital, The later are chiefly to be sent 
to the north-eastern districts, ‘The same com- 
pany is reported by the Zokyo Asahi to have 
chartered an English steamer for shipment of 
2,297 bags of Rangoon rice to be delivered at 
Yokohama before the middle of next month, 

During the war in the 27th and 28th years of 
Meiji, the mechanics in the Koishikawa Arsenal 
received a great’deal of extra pay. A few of 
them, putting their savings together, propose to 
establish a workshop in Oji village, where 400 
tsubo of land areto be purchased. A similar 
step, says the Tokyo Asahi, is being taken by 
another clase of artisans employed in the 
Bullet Factory of the Arsenal, This is the first 
instance, the Asahi adds, of mechanics ever 
attempting to organise a workshop without 
outside assistance. 


The following information is published in 
the Shogyo:—The Russo-Korean Bank was 
opened the rgth instant, the Bank's regula- 
tions having been submitted by the Russian 
Minister to the Korean Court for approval. 
These regulations are as yet kept strictly secret, 
but they ar pposed to involve a great exien- 
sion of Russia’s power in the matter of finance, 
They are supposed to contain the following pro- 
vision: (1) A special privilege of minting 
coin for Korea to be vested in the Bank. (2) 
Matters relating to payment of loans for the 
Korean Government to be exclusively condact- 
ed by the Bank, (3) The collection of taxes, 
disbursement of administrative expenditures, 
and all other financial affairs to be adjusted 
with special sanction of the Russian and Ko- 
rean Governments. (4) Branches and agencies 
to bé established in important parts of the 
country. If the above provisions are com- 
plied with, the power of the Russo-Korean Bank 
is really considerable, President Gabriel's op- 
ion to Japanese silver seems, the Shogyo 
1s, to have been based on the special privilege 
of coinage referred to. 




















Sapporo in Hokkaido is a seat of many im- 
portant industrial enterpri It abounds in 
manufactories for hemp, beer, silk, flour, etc., 
and prospects exist for the growth of industry 
and agriculture in the neighbourhood. Coal, 
however, on account of its extravagant price, 
has been a source of great inconvenience, In 
view of these facts Engineer Tanabe of the 
Hokkaido Office has formulated a scheme for 
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pose, Experts have given their hearty approval, 
and copies of prospectuses bearing on the sub. 
ject were lately issued above the signatures of 
many influential personages. The sum of 
4,500,000 yen is suggested as a preliminary 
capital, and itis proposed to raise this chiefly 
in Sapporo, a very large portion of the shares 
to be taken by the projectors, The scheme, the 
Chuo remarks, is one of the most hopeful 
undertakings in the North. 





Governor Yasuba’s programme in introduc- 
ing the municipal system of administration into 
Hokkaido is, according to the Vorosu, to put 
the system in force in Hakodate, Otaru, and 
Sapporo, this year, the divisional system being 
adopted for Nemuro, Yesashi, and Muroran. 
The cho and son system of administration is 
gradually to be put in operation as the develop- 
ment of the country renders it desirable. 


Commenting upon the commercial condition 
of Shanghai, the Zokyo Asahi says :—The trade 
in woven goods was during this year extreme- 
ly prosperous, business having been conducted 
on a large scale, The exchange market has 
undergone serious fluctuations, which led to 
the appreciation of the commodities under 
notice; still purchases are being eagerly made 
by brokers in view of the upward tendency of 
themarket, The trade return received from the 
Japanese Consul in Shanghai is as follows :— 
Shirtings now in stock and those for arrival 
are selling in considerable quantities, the amount 
dealt in having already reached 200,000 fan 
at prices varying from 1.75 to 2.12 taels. Quo- 
tations on the whole have risen by five per cent. 
The market continues to be brisk with a still 
upward tendency. Bleached cotton fabrics 
remain firm, transactions having amounted |o 
28,000 fan, at prices ranging from 2.25 to 2.75 
taels, Demand for T-cloths of English manu- 
facture has steadily increased, sales being re- 
ported to have amounted to 26,000 fan. Indian 
Manufactures were quoted at 1.05 taels, busi. 
ness being done to the amount of 5,000 fan. 
Unsai stuff from England was sold to the 
amount of 15,000 /an at from 2.08 taels to 3 07 
taels. German manufactures did not exceed 
2.07 taels in value, transactions being conducted 
on a small scale, while American productions 
were in brisk demand, sales aggregating 13,000 
fan. Chintzes found a very scanty sale, 
while coloured calico was somewhat popular. 
Turkey-reds firm in price, but no remark- 
able business in this direction. Orders for 
muslin have reached 32,000 fam, quotations 
varying from O61 to 0.72 taels per yard. 
Woollen goods were sold in small quantities at 
increased prices, while camlets have a down- 
ward tendency. Long ells were firm, and figured 
camlets were rising. 











‘The Fifi states that at the Senju railway 
station coals from various districts have ac- 
cumulated to the amount of twenty million (!) 
ions, This is owing partly to increased facili- 
ties afforded by the Japan Railway Company 
and partly to the pertinacious holding of dealers 
in view of the steady appreciation of the mineral. 
Subsequently, however, there have been large ar- 
rivals of Kiushiu coal, and it is supposed that 
sales can only beeffected by lowering the prices 
to a considerable extent. Iwaki coal now 
quoted at 32 yen, Onoda at 35 yen, Okada and 
Yamaguchi at 43 yen, and Iriyama at 32 yen. 


The steamship Vagatsuru Maru, owned by 
Mr. Iwata, of Fukuyama, Hokkaido, is report- 
ed by the Chuo to have been wrecked on the 
15th ultimo off the Yaoi promontory in the 
estuary of Shittsu port. She seems to have left 
Yesashi on the 14th with a crew of 23 and over 
go passengers for Shitteu. On the evening of 
the r5th it was so dark that not an object 
was visible, and the captain gave orders for cast- 
ing anchor, as the bay was studded with hidden 
rocks. The ship, however, struck on a rock and 
broke into two parts with a tremendous noise, 
and a woman and her three children were swept 
away by the waves, Meanwhile fire broke out 








the utilization of hydrographical elecwicity. 
The river Toyohira iby CaOC the 


Sogle 


in the machinery department, and, fanned by 
the strong gale spread to some cases of kero- 
sene oil, which soon put the whole vessel 
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in flames. Some of the passengers threw them- 
selves overboard; others caught hold of broken 
spars. Fortunately relief boats were soon at 
work, and succeeded in picking up all who 
were still floating. 


The revenue and expenditure up to the end 
of January, compared with the figures for the 
corresponding period of last year, were, accord 
ing to the Zokyo Asahi, as follo 

Orpinary Revenue. 
Increase or Decrease a8 
















































































the 
Items. ear. 
yen, yen. 
‘Taxes w 3,667,040 
Land 691,302 
Sake 609.701 
Local 2.635.123 
Customs: + 1183.518 
Receipis from 
364,272 
under- 
takings 2 10,671,046.00008 11475709 
Posts and tele- 
graphs . 9,252.54 1,475,553 
Others .. 1,418,505 = 
Miscellaneous 1,237,910... - 
Interest on deposits. — 1,021,803 
Formosan Revenue = 1,122,810 
Total 64,226,294. 3,927,881 
Exrraorpimary Revenue. 
Sales of Government 
property . 684,126...  *149,352 
Contributions 
the people. ar 9,838 
Miscellaneou: 2,251,136. 1,933,024 
Supplementary funds 
for the construction 
of war vessels 3571164... 680,929 
iw 822,524... 81,003 
Special impositio 
‘upon different loca 
lities ., 63,950. 62,950 
Public loans issued .. 23,301,780 
Brought over from 
the previous year, 18,158,395. 14,956,324 
Appropriations of In 
demnily sscssseecses 45,000,000.e.00 12,821,686 
Appropriations of Cen- 
tral Relief Funds... 22,704 re0en “103,720 
Special War Ex- 
PENSES cesses . —seeane 21,055,872 
Total 1,452,938 
Grand o 5:380,819 
Expenpirures. 
Ordinary .. oe 76,453,816, 1,821,345 
Extraordinary +» 82,854,189. 40,950,210 
Total... 59,308,005... 42,772,561 





(The decrense indicated by an asterisk). 
In two months the goth fiscal year expires. 
The extraordinary expenditure of 82 million 
yen, compared with the estimated amount of 
138,230,000 yen shows the extent to w! ich vari- 
ous undertakings of the Government have been 
curtailed. 








Since the enforcement of regulations in 
America prohibiting the import of spurious 
teas, the Japanese tea trade has jumed a 
new aspect. A scheme is now under con- 
templation to establish a Tea Inspection Office 
in Yokohama, so that the United States 
Government may eventually find it unnecessary 
to inspect the leaf exported from Japa 
bill for this purpose was lately presented at the 
Central Tea Dealers’ Council and unanimously 
approved, The scheme, says the Miché Nicht, 
will be put in operation early in the Spring. 











A strike of engineers and other employés on 
the O-u line of Nippon Railway Company 
recently led to suspension of traffic for 
several hours, and serious inconvenience was 
experienced by travellers, A similar occur- 
rence is reported by the Zokyo Shimbun to 
have been imminent in the Mito Station, but 
was suppressed though: the efforis of the station 














officials. The strikers at Takasaki, however, 
proved more stubborn. A declaration was 
issued that any engineers who ventured to 


come to the station on duty would be stoned to 
death, Traffic was consequently suspended 
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on the rst instant. One of the principal 
officers was despatched to endeavour to per- 
suade the strikers to desi but in) vain, 
It was finally arranged that two or three dele- 
gates from each station should repair to the 
Company's head office and make. representa- 
tions of their demands, This course 
cordingly adopted, and a’ final decision 
given ina few days, The strikers are said to 
be determined, if they fail to obtai 
answers from the Company, to abandon work 
altogether. 











When sheep-breeding was first undertaken 
in Hokkaido, remarks the Vomiuri, the results 
were most unsatisfactory, most ot the sheep dy- 
ing from plague. Hokkaido was, from these cir- 
cumstances, regarded as a place unfit for sheep 
breeding, and all establishments connected with 
the enterprise were closed. But the failare was 
subsequently found to have arisen from defects in 
feeding. The sheep are now fed in winter with 
radishes and other vegetables with a little salt, 
corn being entirely withheld. This mode of 
feeding suits the animals, and keeps them 
in perfect health, They are now rapidly in- 
creasing in number. In the agth year of Meiji 
the number reached 208, showing an increase 
of over 159 as compared with the 22nd year. 





The necessity of railways in Formosa is be- 
yond question, asserts the Shogyo. If the pro- 
posed Formosan Railway Company were able to 
accomplish its work with 150,coo shares instead 
of 200,000, for which amount the Government’s 
sanction was obtained, and if there were pros 
pects of success, the Company’s request for a 
reduction of capital might be granted by the 
Government, -But it is plain that a reduction 
even of §50,coo shares would render it impos- 
sible to commence the work, while if the scheme 
is undertaken by the Government, the necessity. 
of funds is equally to be encountered, The 
Government, adds the Shogyo, is now engaged 
in investigating the new plans for the railway, 











Sericulturi: ined seri- 
ous losses during the past few years, and many 
suspended or abandoned their businesses last 
year. Silkworms’ food last year tose 24 per 
cent, while the ober expenses incurred 
increased by 100 per cent. Further difficulties 
are expected this year, and with the exception 
of five or six influential companies the growers 
are almost on the brink of extinction. Several 
bandeds of old sericulturisis have quitted 
the district for other provinces. There are 
Numerous notices of houses ‘to let” or to 
sell,” and as Suwa's opulence depended en 
tirely upon silk, the decline of the industry has 
led to the universal depression of trade, and 
the labouring classes wie reduced to the last 
extremity. Foreign rice has been bought and 
sold to them at its original value, and a few 
leading personages of the district recenily 
devised a scheme to provide work for the poor, 








NEWS OF THE 

+ 

From a telegram that appears in American 

papers we gather that the Emperor William 

has pardoned Herr Trojan, editor of the A’lad- 

deradatsch, who was seutenced a few days ago 

to two months’ imprisonment in a fortress for 
“‘lése majesi2” in cartooning his Majesty, 


WEER. 








Commenting on the teams engaged in the 
Interport football match played at Kobe on 
Saturday, the Hiogo News says:—The Yoko 
hama players were the younger and better-train 
ed lot; the Kobe men were cooler and, in the 
forward division, also the faster; in point of 
weight there was not much to choose, and both 
elevens were unnsually light su far as our ex- 
perience goes of interport contests 


On the 22nd Feb,, at about 3am, says our 
Nagasaki contemporary, the Osaka Shosen 
Kaisha’s coasting steamer Fusami Maru, while 
entering the ha » collided with the British 
sailing ship Semantha, lying at a 
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the extent of 250 yen. The matier bas been 
micably settled between the parties concerned, 
and the Fusamé Maru left for Misumi shortly 
after 3 p.m. on the same day, 





The exact figures of the poll that decided the 
Engineers of England to abandon the 
campaign against the mast has not been 
divulged, but the proportion is said to be about 
25,000 in favour of resuming work and 11,000 
against. —— 

Among Admiral Seymour's personal staff is 
Captain Jellicoe, who is the new flag-captain of 
the Centurion, This officer at one time be- 
longed to the ill-fated Victoria, which went 
down with all hands in 1893. Captain lellicoe 
d just time to jump off the vessel 
nking and saw the last of the ship 
going down. 














Whilst riding in the neighbourhood of 
Touran Anvam on the roth January, M. 








Vivian, manager of the mines at Bongs 
attacked by a large tiger and badly mauled. 
The horse made a gallant fight against the tiger, 
which ultimately disappeared in the under- 
growth, M. Vivian is recovering. 


The China Mail records the fatal poisoning 
of three men, two women and two children, the 
crew of a sampan plying in Hongkong harbonr. 
It is the custom for these people to obtain the 
sweepings of the holds and decks of vessels. 
On February 17:h, this particular sampan crew 
found a quantity of beans on an Australian 
steamer, which they forthwith used for making 
soup. Within two and a half hours of partaking 
of this mess they were all dead. 

















The chief constructor at Devonport Dockyard 
bas been furnished with some ot the drawings 
of the battleship Zmplarable, to be built dur 
the next financial year, Her dimensions will 
be:—Length, 4oolt.; breadth, 7sft; mean 
load dranglt, 27!1; displacement, 15.000 tons. 
She will have engines capable of developing 
20,009 h.p., calculated to give her a speed of 
19 knots. 











The death occurred at Ripon on the rgth 
January of Mrs, Oxley, wife of Rear-Admiral 
Oxley, after along aud painful illness, It will 
be remembered that Admiral Oxley, at the 
second in command of the British Saadron in 
China, left the stauion hurriedly last summer in 
consequence of the ill-health of his wife. Owing 
tothe tact that Mis, Oxley did uot recover her 
health Admiral Oxley did not return to the 
station, being succeeded by Rear-Admiral C. P 
Fizgerald, who came out in H.M.S, Edgar 
Mis. Oxtey was the elder daughter of the late 
Dr. Robert Kearsley, D.L,, of Highfield, Ripon, 
She was in the forty-first year of her age, 











The committee of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society deserve much credit for the cox 
derate way in which they have treated the rec 
bequest of £80,000 to its funds. Religious and 
philanthropic associations usually accept what- 
ever is offered (o them without regard to any- 
thing bat their legal rights, but ihe Bible Society 
Committee, having ascertained that their bene- 
factor, the Rev. E.N. Pochin, bad left a widow 
and two children unprovided for, have deter- 
mined to relinguish on their account one halt of 
the sum bequeathed in the will. A geuerons 
self-abaegation by which it is hoped the Society 
will not suffer, 

















The Intest mail. says the Kobe Chronicle, 
brings the sad news of the death of Mis 
Patmam, at the home of her parents in Eureka, 
California, on the 28th ult. Mrs. Patnam was 
married in Kobe in the spring of last year, and 
not long afterwards commenced the illness (an 
affection of the lungs, we believe) which could 
not be arrested. It was hoped that the trip 
home might do her good, though the gravest 
duubis were entertained of her living out the 
voyage. The deep sympathy which has all 
along been felt for Mr, Putnatn in Kobe will be 
deepened by the news of his wife’s death, 








of Lewis Carroll still abound. Amon, 
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quoted. There was a provisional belfry w 
Christ Church College, which was familiarly 
known to Oxonians of the time as “the meat 
safe.” Mr. Dodgson, undertaking to explain 
this epithet etymologically, split up the word 
belfry into two parta—the French word delle 
and the German word fre (free). Then be 
Went to work as follows :— 

Belle=beantiful=comelys=meet (meat) ; 

Freimfree=secure=sale. 

Result: ‘ Meatesate,”” 
One of his best repartees was elicited by an Ox- 
ford student driving a tandem. This candidate 
for academical distinction had the social honour 
of driving the late Khedive of Egypt through 
Oxford, and the misfortune to have “ spilled ’ 
his Highness. On the following day the youth, 
driving the same tandem, overtook Mr, Dodgson, 
who looked somewhat tired. “ MayI give you a 
lift?” he asked jauntily. To whom the humo- 
rist: “ Wilt thou slay me, as thou didst the 
Egyptian yesterday? 


*‘ When thieves fall out honest men come by. 
their own "—a casual visitant to Hongkong ex- 
perienced the truth contained in this saying of 
old time, while paying a ricksha coolie his 
fare the other day, During the transaction, 
this gentleman—according to the China A/ail 
—dropped a five dollar note from his pocket. 
He did not observe his loss, and the coolie 
did not attempt to inform him of it, but pocketed 
the money. Another coolie had, however, 
noticed the occurrence, and demanded half of 
the money as his lawful right for keeping quiet 
on the subject. The coolies fought over the 
money aud were arrested by a district watch- 
man, and taken to the Central Police Station, 
where they were each fined $1 for quarrelling. 
The $5 note is now in the possession of the 
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There isa popular impre: 
cotton spi gg ground in Asia. 
statistics show that the exports of yarn fam 
South Lancashire to the Far East during the 
past three years have been slightly increasing: — 











yarn, lbs. 
China (incl. 1897. 1896. 1895. 
H'kong) . 11,246,000 9 076,400 11,824,800 
Japan, 3.142,600 22,736,9"'0 23,266,000 
Straits +» 2.923.000 2,699.700 3'224,500 











Total... 371311,600 34,513,000 35.715 300 

In piece-goods the exports from South Lan- 
cashire were less satisfactory in the past ye: 
The tutal to all countries showed a decrease 
of 400 million yards as compared with 1896, 
and 200 million as compared with 1895. Of 
this decrease, China and Japan showed nearly 
toc million yards, while the Straits showed 
an incresse of 17 million yards. 

Another death, directly attributable to the 
effects of villainous stuff sold to sailors under 
the name of whisky was, says the V.-C. Daily 
News, reported at the United States Consulat 
General on the 2and ult, having occurred on 
Sunday night, It appeats that a man named 
Chatles Ernbold, who was twice charged in 
the course of last week at the United 
States Consulate-General with drunkenness, 
went on board the British ship Marashon, lying 
outside the lower lim:ts of the harbour, late on 
Sunday evening. Ernhold, it is alleged, was 
very drunk, and a number of the ship’s crew 
were in the same condition, A row com- 
menced among the men, which apparently 
terminated ina free fight in which one or two 
were rather badly handled. The mate inter- 
fered and ordered Ernhold, who did not belong 
to the ship, to go ashore, and afier some 
trouble got him into The 
had not got many ip’s side, 
when Ernhold was seen by the mate to jump 
overboard, The sampan-man yulohed about in 
the neighbourbood of the occur ¢ for some 
fifleen or twenty minutes, but nothing could be 
seen of the unfortunate man, Ernhold was an 
American citizen, and after the necessary for: 
malities for the summoning of the witnesses 
thedligii (ie Britidh Consulate-General had been 
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the U.S. authorities, but was adjourned on the 
23rd ult, pending the finding of the body. 











New York rejoices 
It is composed of ladi 
purpose of advocating w called a rainy 
day skirt in wet weather. The test of member- 
ship is that members pledge themselves to 
wear short skiris, about four inches from the 
ground, on rainy days. 


The Tobacco League of Wellsborough, U.S. 
A. lately bought up the entire arette stock 
(about 20,000) of the local shops and made a 
public bonfire of it. That was brave. And, 
meanwhile, the delighted tobacconists were, no 
doubt, telegraphing for fresh supplies and draw- 
ing up seductive advertisements of their “entirely 
new stock,” 


a Rainy Day Club. 
id for the 














The Soudanese revolt in East Africa marks 
the contrast between civilized and uncivilised 
warfare, The rebels and mutineers retreated 
to a fort with their women and three white 
prisoners. Next day the women insisted that 
the white prisoners should be murdered ; and 
they were, The British force outside was 
meanwhile “unwilling to shell the place on 
account of the number of women insid. 

















A lance-corporal of the Derbyshire Regiment 
named A. Young writes to the London papers 
that when the Gordons’ pipers’struck up, all the 
troops went forward together, and an officer of 
the Devon Regiment was actually the first. The 
Gordons have got the credit, he says, because 
the British public “ will praise the kilt regiment : 
it is no use a British regiment try 1o get on 
where there is a regiment with an indecent 
dress.” An Irish soldier, it is suggested, might 
say that the Army as a whole will never get 
credit for bravery till they are all kilt entirely. 














The proposed Ri railway from Merv to 
the Afghan frontier was to have been begun early 
last month. Its length will be abont 200 miles, 
and the cost is set down at nine million roubles. 
The chief importance of the line lies in the fact 
that it will connect the Afghan frontier not only 
with the Caspian Sea, but also with the whole of 
the network of railways which it has been Rus- 
sia's ambition to build for the purpose of con- 
uecting all parts of the Empire. 








Three letters written by the Queen were re-|, 


cently offered for sale in London. The first, 
a brief note upon mourning paper, with a -in. 
black border, dated July 14, 1862, realised 
only 17s, Avother, in German, written to 
the Duchess of Nemours as far back as 1843, 
and dated Buckingham Palace, June 12, fetch- 
ed £2125. The third of the series, bearing the 
royal crown and cipher in bright gold upon faint 
bine-tinted quarter-sized paper, and dated 
April 1, 1860, addressed to the late King of 
Holland, was in French, written in the clearest 
and boldest script. It sold for £7 5s. 











A biography of the P, 
been published. Here is an anecdote :—' On 
one occasion, shortly after the end of the war, 
His Royal Highness, accompanied by General 
‘Teesdale, visited the battlefield of Sedan. He 
was naturally anxious that his identity should 
not become known. . » When the time 
came to pay the hotel bill General Teesdale 
found with great dismay that he had no ready 
cash; the Prince was in an equally penniless 
condition, while any telegram sent would have 
disclosed the identity of the Royal visitor. At 
length, after much discussion, the equerry made 
his way to the local Mont de Pieté, and placed 
both his own and the Prince's repeater in pawn.” 
How or when the repeaters were redeemed 
deponent 










An Eng 
upon him. Mr. Robert Ascroft, M.P., in 
address said: ‘In my hand I hold a roll of 





paper which is nearly 2oft, long, and itis covered 
with the names of the applicants for subscrip- 
tions who have approached me since I became 
a member of Parliament for Th 
late Mr, Fielden esnbee! for 











division, once told me the first 12 months that 
he was elected he was asked to give no less 
than £27,000. Now, I simply mention this 
becanse I have made it a rule to send a cheque 
when I can afford to send it, But I not an 
African millionnaire, and I have no shares in 
Klondike and do not intend to have. There. 
fore, you must please to understand that when 
I do not answer these letters, and do not en- 
close a cheque, it is for the simple reason that 
I canuot afford to do so.” 











Mr. Jobn Ellerthorpe, special correspondent 
of the Daily Telegraph, arrived at Shanghai on 
Feb. 24th by the P. & O. steamer Bengal. The 
Shanghat Mercury understands he will remain 
there a short time before he leaves for Peking 
to represent his paper atthe latter place. The 
exigencies of modern journalism do not allow its 
devotees much rest, Mr. Ellerthorpe had only 
beenin London a few weeks aftera trip thr ugh 
South Africa when he was ordered ont heie. 





It is reported from Viadivostock that the 
Russians recently established a mint there 
for the coinage of silver roubles, but the new 
roubles will be different from those current in 
Russia itself, as one side of the coin will 
have Chinese and Manchu characters, contain. 
ing the name of Czar Nicholas II., like the 
Chinese dollars ich bear the name of the 
Emperor Kuang Hsia. The Chinese are very 
much in doubt as to what this means; but it is 
understood that this special coinage is to be 
used for payments on account of the Russian 
railway in Manchuria, 


“ Lewis Carroll 











whose death we referred to 
the other day, wi mathematical professor at 
Oxford. When * Alice in Wonderland” was 
first publisned the Queen was so much de- 
lighted that she commanded the author to send 
his next work to Windsor. He did so and her 
Majesty was almost as bewildered as Alice on 
finding that it consisted of “An Elementary 
Treatise on Determinants”! ‘* Lewis Carroll's” 
works in the order of publicati were: 
“ Phantasmagoria and other poems * Songs 
from ‘Alice’s Adventures in 











Wonderland,’” 
“Throng the Looking-Glass and What Alice 
Found There ;” “ Facts, Figures, and Fancies 
relating to the Elections to the Hebdomadal 
Council ;" ‘' Euclid, Book V.,’Proved Algebrai- 





cally; he H 

Eight Fite;” “ Doublets 
Rhyme? and Reason?” “A Tangled Tale,” 
“ Alice’s Adventures Underground ;” “The 
Game of Logic,” “ Curiosa Mathematica, Part 
I—A New Theory of Parallels,” and “Symbolic 
Logic.” 


One more scheme is proposed for the benefit 
of bad sailors who have to cross the at miles 
between Dover and Calais. There have been 
many already. A tunnel company was formed 
in 1785, bat although much has been done in 
the way of preliminaries, the promoters have 
never been able to get the sanction of the British 
Government, and so the project has fallen flat. 
After the tunnel came the bridge, but that, too, 
was vetoed, as it would have formed too great a 
danger to navigation, even with spans six hun- 
dred and fifty yards wide. The latest idea isto 
make the means of crossing in the middle of the 
sea, as above and below are not allowed. A 
viaduct would be built from shore to shore about 
fifty feet below the level of the lowest tides, and 
on this would run a platform supported on steel! 
legs above the water. , The trait is intended to 
be run straight on to this platform, which would 
then be driven across the Channel by electricity, 
and the carriages would again be run ashore on 
French soil, so that it would be possible to go 
from London to Paris without changing car- 
riages on the way. It sounds rather more 
dangerous than sculling across in a light 
outrigger, 


unting of the Snark, an Agony 
Word Puzzle,” 

















It is interesting, says an English naval expert 
to compare with the Diadem Argonaut cla! 
the new protected cruisers of the Mon/calm type, 
now building by France. The British ships are 








ry 1,000 tons of coal, and throw a broadside of 
884lb. The Montcalms, on the other hand, 
are of 9.515 tons displacement, 21 knots speed, 
19,600 horse-power, catty 1,000 tons of coal, 
and throw a broadside of 7golb. The French 
ships will have three screws, the English only 
two, Of the Diadem’s heavy guns, which are 
16 quick-firers, four are only protected by 
shields, which would be shot away in action, 
The Afontcalm's, on the contrary, which are two 
7 6in eight 6.3in., are in closed turrets or 
Casemates, with a protection of six inches of 
hardened steel, and worked by electricity. 
Theestimated speed of our cruisers is a trifle 
inferior to that of the French, but we keep up 
the guaranteed speed better than they do. 
Atany rate, our additional 1,500 tons displace- 
ment will enable us to largely angment our 
supplies of ammunition, which is a great 
advantage. 











The hand of the destroyer is laid upon yet an- 
other landmark of Older London. Furnival’s 
Inn, Holborn, is in process of demolition, and 
blocks of flats and chambers will be erected 
upon the site. The inn derived its name from 
the Lords Furnival, who had their town resi- 
dence there as far back as the reign of Richard 
IL. It was an Inn of Chancery in the time of 
Henry IV., and was gold early in Elizabeth's 
reign to the Benchers of Lincoln’s Inn, the Inns 
of Chancery holding much the some position 
towards Inns of Courtas some public schools do 
to the universities, Theold structure was pul- 
led down and rebuilt in the time of Charles I, 
The society of Furnival’s Inn ceased to exist as 
@ separate community about the year 1817; and 
more recently anyone has been at liberty to rent 
chambers in the Inu. From its literary associa- 
tions antiquaries will regret the present demoli- 
ui Sir Thomas More was reader in the Inn 
for over three years, Whilst a reporter in the 
Parliamentary Gallery Charles Dickens lodged 
here ; and here * Pickwick” was conceived and 
written. 











In view of the conviction of M. Emile Zola, 
the following Paris telegrams of Feb. r2th and 
13th, which are translated from Tonquin ex- 
changes, should be of interest :— 

Yesterday's proceedings in the Assize Court at 
the tial of Emile Zola were tumulinous.  M. 

i amid shouts of applause 
» his oppo= 
Several disorderly 
the Court tose, the 
crowd went out and smashed the plate 
of two large Jewish shops, as a demon: 
feeling against Zola. 





























In the couse of today’s proceedings, M. 
Demange testified th had learnt, since the 
convicti aud sen hat a 
secret piece of evidence had icated 
to the Council of War appointe vy the case, 





‘To day M. James and M. Rane in the witness 
box asserted the sincerity of M. Zola. 
M. Bertillon, expert in handwriting, gave his 
opinion that the memorandum (giving confiden- 
tial information to some fareign Goverument) 
was in the writing of Dreyfus. 

No disturbance occurred in the Court today. 


The U.S. Senate has rather unexpectedly 
passed the Lodge immigration-resiriction bill. 
The vote was 45 to 28, none but Democrats and 
Populists voting against the measure. Some 
imporjant amendinents had been adopted, and 
the main pro ns of the bill as passed are as 
follow:—All immigrants over 16 years of age 
otherwise qualified for admission shall be able 
to read or write English or some other langu- 
age, but a person not able to read or write who 
is over 50 years of age and is the parent or 
grandparent of a qualified immigrant’ may 
accompany the latter or join him, and a wife or 
minor child not able to read or write may like- 
ise accompany or join a qualified immigrant 
in spite of inability to read or write, Steamship 
companies are required to take back the wife 
and children of any immigrant who has failed 
to pass the examination prescribed by law. The 
act, however, does not apply to Cubans coming 
from the island during the continuance of the 
present disorders. The opposition to the edu- 
































Bay 1 


000 Ions displacement, 20} to 20} knots) 
d, 16,500 and 18,000 horse PATO ERS] 


UR 








ANA-CH 


cational fleph says a Chicago paper, wil 
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chamber than it has received in the Senate, 
and the debate may be a warm and lively 
one. The passage of the measure in some 
form is, however, believed to be assured, and 
the experiment of restricting immigration by a 
simple educational test will thus have a trial. 





The Nagasaki Press of the 23rd February 
has the following :—The most notorious leave- 
breaker, we may say deserter and beachcomber, 
ever in the English Navy inthe " Far East” was 
in trouble on Monday. We refer to “Jack,” 
the sailor dog who is known to ull residents 
here, as well as to every blue-jacket who touches 
this port. “Jack” is a fine, intelligent animal. 
He first arrived in November, 1894, on board 
HLMS. Archer, and, with the exception of short 
intervals, when he has visited other ports on the 
Eastern Station, has made Nagasaki his home. 
Arriving here, he promptly jumped ship and 
“got on the beach.” He remained here for 
some months, and then he went on a tour of 
inspection on board a man-of-war, subsequently 





again returning to Nagasaki, Shortly after his b 


return, he got into trouble and got severely 
handled in a disreputable row. The Surgeon 
of H.M.S. Undaunted took him aboard, dressed 
his wounds, and gave him a feed, alter which 
he swam ashore; but every day during the 
Undaunted's stay in port Jack was to be found 
at the ship's surgery, to see if his wound was 
progressing favourably, and to get his feed, after 
which he would again swim ashore. Yesterday 
“Jack” was found by his present master, Mr. 
Harley, rst class P.O., 4.M.S. Narcissus, with 
severe wound in the back, evidently done by 
some inhuman wretch with a knife. ‘The wound 
was stitched up, the dog bearing the operation 
with great fortitude, and itis hoped that a speedy 
cure will result, We understand it is Mr. Har. 
ley’s intention to take Jack to England at the 
end ot his commission. The author of this 
dastardly outrage on a quiet and inoffensive 
animal has not been discovered. 














The following appears in the W.-C. Daily 
News of Feb. 26th :-— 

Under ihe heading “A Little ‘Tin God,” the 
Echo de Chine of yesterday disgraces itself by 

aking asavage attack, stuffed with falsehoods, 
on Mr. C, W. Kinder, the Enginerr-in-Chief of 
the Imperial Railwavs of Nowth China, ‘The 
trouble isthis, Ihe Echo tells us that: “It is 
known that the Hanyang Ironworks, under the 
able direction of Iwo Belgian engineers, Messis, 
net, make to-day excellent rails, 
comparable wi These 
rails have been passed by (wo imperial authorities, 
engineer and a German engineer, but 
. ler submitted them to a test under whi 
they broke like glass; and Mi. Kinder has bad 
the audacity to suggest that in such matiers H. 
Shéag should take the advice of a capable exper 
This is too much for our contemporary, which 
gravely tells itsteaders that: Mr. Kinder bee 
Tongs to a missionary family, and we believe that 
at one time he followed this profession, Animated 
with a very natural desire to escape from the des- 
pised caste, he made his début in lay life as a time. 
keeper or clerk of the works on a Japanese tail- 
way. Thence he came to China, where his caret 
was brilliant aud tapid—but undoubtedly less so 
than that of the loafing ferry boat man who was 
shot into the position of Admiral during the war 
of 1895. China being the kingdom of the blind, 
this one-eyed wretch” (Mr. Kinder) “ exercised 
for a long time in the little domain in which he was 
installed an abso 
Later on the Echo 
of his age and set 
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wgyests that in consideration 
1 Mr. Kinder should be 
offered an honourable vetirement as keeper of a 
level crossing, And itis in that capacity that the 
Echo recommends him to the Director of the new 
line from Hankow to Peking, Mi. Hubert, 

Ie would seem that there must have been some: 
thing very wrong with those sails for theircon- 
denmation by Mr. Kinder to call forth such a tissue 
of vulgar abuse. We have not quoted half of 

inder is the son of Maj 

or of the Japanese Mint. 
in lange 

fe out to 

Boyle 













Ay a matter of fact, Mr 
Kinder 





who was Dire 








England 
an, where he was employed under Mr 
{of Atal fame) on the first railways built in 
Japan, He came to China about twenty years 
ago, and is vespousible for all the existing railways 
in China, all of which are workicg profitebly, Bat 
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Shug object to him apparently because he does 
his work well and honestly, and does not waste his 
time in talking about the big things he is going 
to do. 

It may perhaps be mentioned that the Hanyang 
cails, equal as, we are assured, they are to the hest 
European manufacture, ate not ased for the Woo- 
sung railway, 

‘Our Shanghai contemporary might have ex: 
lained that Major Kinder was originally Director 
f the Mint in Hongkong. ‘The Echo de Chine 
certainly established @ cla 
villainous and unscrupulous falsehoods, 














CORRESPONDENCE. 
Se gene 
LEWIS CARROLL’S WORKS. 





‘To rue Epitor oF tas “ Japan Mat.” 
Six.—There is an important omission in your 
bibliographical paragraph on Lewis Carroll, viz: 
"Sylvie and Bruno” and "Sylvie and Bruno, 
concluded,” the latter perhaps better known as 
“More Sylvie and Bruno.” ‘These were written, I 
fe, after * Alice in Wonderland,” and before 
hough the Looking-glass.” 

Yours truly, H.J.S. 
February 28th, 1898. 




















YOKOHAMA CRICKET AND 
ATHLETIC CLOB. 


——s 
‘The annual meeting of the Yokohama Cricket 
and Athleue Club wan held on Briday afternoon 
at Keil's Building, Mr. J. P. Mollison presiding 
over a small attendance. 
THE REPORT. 

‘The report stated that, votwithstanding a debit 
balance of yer 669,82, brought forward from last 
season, the Club had now to its credit a sum of 
yen 764 04. 

‘The amount subscribed towards the new Pavil- 
lion did not meet much more than half its cost, but 
the Committee were hopeful that the present s 
plus, together with ihe estimated Credit Balance 
at the end of 1898, would fully make up -the 
deficiency. 

Tn cricket the Club, with the exception of the 
first two matches agamnst H.M.'s Fleet, won all its 
engagements. ‘The defeat sustamed last season 
against Kobe was fully atuned fur, the Kobe XI. 
being beaten decisively by an innings and 43 
tans. In batting, F. E. White was top of the list 
with au average of 57.30, E. B.S. Eniwards being 
second with 37.825 C. M. Duff third with 33.89 
Centuries were scored twice by F. White, 
vizi—106 not out v. H.M.S, “Grafton” and Visi 
and 135 not out against Kobe, and one by 
E. BS. Edwards, against H. M.S. Daphne” 
and “Redpole,” vizi—131, First place in bowling 
was taken by E, B.S. Edwards, with an average 
of 4.764 er wicket; F. B. White, 
with 7.74 s per wicket, Tne hat 
accomplishedtwice by E. B. S. Edwards, twice by 
F. E. White, and once by A. Kingdon. 

In baseball, ten games had been played, of 
wh uber the Club had won seven. The first 
imterport matches on the home grounds were played 
this year, and the ¥.C. & A.C, were fortunate 
un winning the series, thereby offsetting the advan 
tage gained by the sister port the previous year, 

A quantity of new baseball material had been 
added to the Club propery, and everything was in 
goad condition to begin another piusperous season, 
The thanks of the Club were due to Mr. Cecil 
Guinness, who had very kindly presented a 
banner to he held by the winning team in future 
interport matches, 

The Athletic Sports held on the 2gth of April 
were astecord meeting, aud, it is believed, the first 
self supporting one. 
‘The ground was crowded, as shown by the gate 
money and sale of programmes, the at teal- 
ized tn this way being yer 225 60. js sum, 
together with the entrance fees, totalled yer 328.10, 
and alter paying all expenses, including 2nd prizes, 
yen 106 41 was carried forward to the credit of the 
¥.C. & A.C. With one exception (the sacl 
race) all first prizes were presented, and the Club's 
thanks wee due to the German Consul for two 
prizes from the Consular Body; the Reliance 
Wheelmen ; Messrs. Blad, Isaacs, Coghill Jack- 
son and Dare, t prize exch: the Tea men f 
the “LT” Cup; the Silk men for the Silken’ 
Cup 5 the Banks for the Banker's Cup, the Nippon 
Biyde Club, and the Ladies of Yokohama for 
their much-coveted prize, the Ladies’ Purse, 

Recards showed no improvement on past years 
wih the exception of the High Jump, in which 
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scratch, D, Ty: 
Onderdonk, but 
tented himself with second prize. 

Tn lawn tennis the only match played was the 
Single Limit Haudicap,” there heing 15 entiies, 
d the Cup was won by Mr. H. Bent after a 
good finish with Mr, Pincle The grounds 
were well used during the season by both Mem- 
bers and Visiting Members. 

Somewhat contiary ta the expectations enter- 
tained by the Committee duti 8 id 1896, 
the Cricket-pitch, under carefi 
liberal manipulation with dressings of oil cake 
ing last Spring, revived in a most wonderful 
er, so much so that g the Interport 
Week in October, it was fo licable to 
discard the cocoanut matting on which most of 
the matches had been played throughout the 
earlier months of the season, and use the tut/, to 
the great satisfaction of the opposing teams, Its 
condition was now most promising, and under 
the same treatment, the members of Committee 
are sanguine that further improvement may be 
looked for. The outer portions of the turf are 
being attended to in the same way. 


































Accounts. 
RECEIPTS. 
1898, Jan. gr. Yen. Yen. 
To Enteance Fees ss 53500 
» Subscription half of 
1896/7 ssssesseree tk .00 
ny Subscription rst half of 
1897/8... os 1,326,00 
aw» Subscription 
1897/8 1,374.00 
wv Subscript 
Members 87 00 


yy Subscription trom Visi 


and Fleets 21900 3,596.00 





Athletic Spo 








Entance fees and maney. 328.10 
a Entertainment Accoun! 
Interport Football. 276.00 
” Cricket & B: 861.95 14137-95 


wy Lawn Tennis Handicap 
Enteance fees 
Hive of Cricket ‘Tent 

erest on Account 








1898. Feb. 1, 
To Balance brought forward. 
EXPENDITURE. 

Feb. 1, 1897. 

By Balance brought forward... 

Jan. 31, 1898. 

By Working Expenses: 
Wages, Weeding, Mowing 









































and Manuting Ground 
and . 1,413 OF 
a Match . 40 
" Gear Accon ped 
Purchase of Cricket, Base- 
ball, Football and Lawn 
Tennis Gea 326 30 
wy Fire Lusurance 21.76 
Athletic Sports : 
izes, &e. .,, 246 
a ecitatomnt Account nee 
terport Football, 3 10 
» Cricket and Base- oe 
s 911.75 1,260 85 
ws Ground Rent ee 328.22 
Balance on C/A. with H. & S. 
Banking Corporation vi... 764.04 
5,090.09 


Examined with vouchers and found correct. 
W. G. Macvicar . 
E ] Bron J Auditors. 
F. E, Ware, Hon, Treasurer. 


THE NEW PAVILION. 

The CusrrMan, in proposing the adopt 
report, said it was of w satisfact wy cha 
full of encouragement for the future, 
been 50 new members during the year, and the 
member ship list now included 250 names. He had 
received aletter from Mr, Gardiner, the architect 
of the new pavilion, to the effcet thatuntess any 
unforeseen accident occurred the building would 
probably be completed by the 15th April. At any 
rate he (the Chairman) thought they might safely 
depend on it being in readiness for the opening of 
the season on the ist May, Unfortunately it was 
going to cost more money than he (the Chairman) 
had calculated last year, but every one knew to 
what an extent the price of buildi 
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balance for 1898 promised to be large enough to re- 
lieve them of the appreliension of difficully ahead, 
ime time they would be glad to receive 

those who had not al:eady 
contributed, and he also hoped that organisers of 
concerts and amusements would bear the Pavili 
F J, asit was desitablethat as little 
possible should be taken from the 
general funds for this pur pose. 
Mr. Stows seconded the mot 

of the report, and it was ca 













for the adoption 
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ASIA1IC SOCIE1¥ OF FAPAN. 
ASSES, 
THROUGH UPPER BURMA AND 
WESTERN CHINA. 


On Wednesday afternoon a meeting of the 
Asiatic Society of Japan was held at the Patish 
Hall, Tokyo, for the purpose of hearing an ad- 
dress from Mr, Joby Foster Fraser describing his 
recent journey through Burma and China, — Sir 
Ernest Satow, K.C.M.G., British Minister, was in 
the chair, and there was a good attendance of 
members of the Society. 

Sic Ernest Satow at once called upon the 
traveller to deliver his address. 

Five MONTHS IN WILDEST CHINA. 

Mr. Fraser, in the course of his speech sa 
To be asked to address the members of so learned 
a body as the Asiatic Society of Japan is an h 
of which the worthiest of men might be proud, 
But I stand before you this afternoon with abso- 
lutely wo claim on your attention. Indeed, the fact 
that I have travelled through several little known 
countries upon a bicycle, instead of astride a horse, 
is sufficient, [ think, to make the wise pause and 
ask “What kind of eccentric person is this and 
what can he possibly know aud tell us about topo- 
graphy and tribes and trade and other things that 
are dull? So I confess that the little halo of 
athletic glory—which even a modest man like my- 
self is conscious of—is inclined to be a hindrance 
rather than a help on such an occasion as the pre- 
sent. And yet it was asa cyclist that I passed 
through the countries of which [amg to 
speak. Accompanied by two others I went through 
Burma with a knowledge of only two words of Bur- 
mese, and after a five months’ journey right across 
China, my acquaintance with the Celestial tongue 
did not go beyond half-a-dozen sentences. With 
the exception of an aneroid and a compass we 
carried no instruments, The facts I gathered on 
the way were those merely of observation and 
from conversations with men who know more ot 
less of the cor Therefore at the outset let 
me disclaim ing as an authority. 
It was as a sightseer and not as an expert that I 
travelled 

THROUGH BURMA FROM RANGOON 
and over China to Shanghai, and what I have to 
say are the casual impressions gathered haphazard 
in strange lands and the inferences I draw will be 
little more than those of the often quoted and not 
very much appreciated ‘man in the street,” Now 
we were exceedingly unfortunate in starting our 
journey through Burma at the commencement of the 
tainy season in June ol last year, It would have 
been easy enough to be whisked up to Mandalay 
within twenty-four hours by train, But following 
our affected regard for discomfort, hardships, and 
bad food we travelled the distance on our wheels, 
‘There were little else than tracks through the 
jungles—jungles of tremendous bamboo and aw: 
tul silence, a silence that impressed me greatly, 
for never did I hear the song or even the chirrup 
of asingle bird. We were drenched to the skin 
and for a full week we slept in our sodden 
clothes. We preferred that to uncomfortable 
squeezing into clammy, damp garments. We 
lived on native Burmese food, slept in the 
ricketty native huts, and were wv to frenzy 
and strong language by the hosts of mosquitos 
that attacked us. Naturally we had as good 
an opportunity of studying the Burmese as any 
visitor to the country could have; and now and 
then meeting British Government officials we were 
able to hold inte:preted conversations with the nas 
tives. ‘The Burman struck me as an amiable, in- 
dolent, exceedingly conceited person, Favoured by 
nature andliving ona soil that reqnives little tilling, 
he grows two and often three crops of rice in a 
year, He has litile to do but make merry. He 
is improvident. However rich a harvest he may 
have, the money is soon squandered. ‘The Madras 
MONEY LENDER IS ALWAYS READY 
to assist, and [am only repeating what [heard 
from dozens of people when I say there is hardly a 
farm in Burma that is not martgaged io its utmost 
extent. To get money the Burman will sell next 


season’s rice ciop at a risieylously low price, Ine 
Digitized by (xO gle 





























































































deed, in the interior I met several English gamblers 
in staking their money against the Burman’s 
harvests, ‘The Barman is yearly becoming poorer 
and poorer; his lands are slipping from him. 
Utterly lacking in patriotism, he acquiesces quite 
cheerfully to British iule; feeble In business 
capacity, he is pushed aside by the Chinese 
merchant; the Bengalee by superior intellectual 
power ousts him from the Government posts, and 
the Madrasce labourer bas to be imported for the 
building of railways and other public works. With 
the constant intermartiages between the Burmese 
and the natives of India and the tibes that hang 
about the western and northern borders, aud also 
the Chinese who are yearly settling in large 
bers, they, as a people, are doomed. Bua 
is @ great acquisition to the British empire. 
teak forests yield an enormous revenue, sever: 
fine petroleum springs have been tapped; there 










































éval, though of an inferior quality, gold and 
tuby mimes are being worked, though not very 
lucratively. Burma is one of those 

LANDS THAT ARE FULL OF INFINITE POSSIBILITIB: 
and it only requires a few particularly lucky finds in 
rubies and the stiilking of a good lode of gold for it 
to, at once, become the happy hunting ground of the 
speculator and the company promoter, Burma 
at the present day is in a state of transition, and 
although while we plodded on through the jungle 
from village to village we saw the Burman in his 
natural state, in Mandalay—altogether a modem 
cily with broad streets, a sailway station, cabs and 
bicycles, and where the British soldiers have little 
to do save make love to the Barmese girls and die 
of fever—in Mandalay he is struggling not very 
successfully into the garb of civilization, Pushing 
north from Mandalay we gradually left behind a 
country inhabited by Burmans, and came to a 
region where the population was largely Shan, 
The Shans ave a quiel, inoffensive peaple devoted 
lo agriculture, They are short in stature, muddy. 
cheeked, and inclined to be fat. [ tather think 
they are the abo; sof Burma, but the fighting, 
bragging Burmese, coming evidently from the 
Malay Peninsula, diove the Shans, who are 
really @ plain-loving people, into the hills, and 
then’ in Upper-Burma, the Kachins—a fierce ond 
warlike «ace of whom’ T will have to speak 
presently —who are hilledwellers, drove them 
down again, so that, until the British came 
along, and put the district under what is practi= 
cally military law the Shans were very much 

BeTwEeN THE DEVIL AND THE DERP StA, 


and through large tracks of the Irrawaddy Valley. 
they came near extinction, Our soute did not lead 
through the Shan States, Yet along our way to 
the Chinese frontier and in China itself, right up 
to the Mekong River, we were constantly passing 
through Shan villages. By the time we reached 
Bhawo, the frontier military post in Upper 
Burma, we were in a sort of ethnological museum. 
There were Burmans and Shans, Karens and 
Ching, and especially Kachins. ‘The only parallel 
[know is in the Caucasus Mountains, where there 
e distinct tribes innumerable, and where sixty= 
eight languages are spoken. Just as in the Cau 
cass, which in the old days were regarded as 
matking the end of the wold, and where in the 
dark recesses of the hills there grew up separate 
races, so in the stretch of mountains that wind io 
circle rou 
















































































a sen id western a there 
might say, a hundred races with individual 
characteristics and curious customs, a tare and 





delightfully interesting field for explorers yet to 
come. One can readily appreciate how it is that 
lofty, almost unscalable mountains divide a great 
race. But it would be interesting to know why 
it is that among mountains there are 
ALWAYS A VARIETY OF RACKS, 

wheteas the plains, as a rule, have only one 
race. What [ may call a cursory theory is that 
these people are not aborigines—that, alihough 
settled now, they ate the descendants of migta- 
tory tribes who have been chéked in_ their 
wanderings by these walls of mountains. It was 
o we came into first touch with the 
15, A race who set their villages in the highest 
fastnesses and who ever since the annexation have 
been a thorn in the side of the British tule in 
Burma. It is owing to the Kachins that the 
demarcation of bo: aries has been so difficult, 
The summit of a range of mountains is generally 
acknowledged to form the best boundary line, but 
on the Burma-Chinese frontier the valleys were 
used as the line, because on the hills it would have 
run through Kachin villages avd all kinds of 
trouble would ave ensued. At Bhamo we made 
our final arrangements for plunging into western 
China. Tt was our intention to follow the caravan 
route over the mountains of Yunnan-sen and then, 
stiiking ina northeasterly direction towards the 





































, get to the great cily of 
Chung king-fu, and then, keeping more or fess 40, 


the valley of the Yang-tse river, work our way down 
to Shangl Our project I may candidly con- 
fess, was regarded by the authorities at Bhamo as 
RATHBR WORSE THAN RECKLBSS. 

The rainy season was just then at its worst, 
teports were coming in of whole districts bei 
flooded, the valleys of the Shewli, the Salween, 
aud the Mekong rivers were death-traps from 
fever, and we might have trouble from the 
border tribes, However, we determin that 
come what might we would risk it. We had uo 
passports to enter China, but under the Pekin 
Convention of last year passports were to be 
granted by the Chinese at the frontier when appli- 
Cation was made by the British authorities. We be- 
came armed with this application, we manufactured 
Chinese names for ourselves, had large visiting 
cards of red paper prepared and stuck a couple 
of bottles of quinine in our bags. In apparel all 
we had was one change of underclothing. And 
that was our equipment to cross China, 

The start I can assure you was discouraging: 
About four miles-of the way between Blhamo and 
the frontier was under water, ‘The military. au- 
thorities lent us ponies to get over this bad piece. 
But the flood was too deep for ponies and that idea 
was abandoned. Then the authoritres lent us two 
elephants, However, fourteen feet of water was 
found in places and they had to return. So fora 
week we were 

BALKED IN OUR ENDEAVOURS 
to proceed, At last we took to a Kachin boat 
went round by the Taeping river to Myothit, a dis 
tance of only tweuty miles, but so strong was the 
current that it took three days for us to get there. 
We struck right into the hills, along a narrow, 
tugged path, up steep, slippery rocks and through 
thick forest. If was raining heavily, When the 
1 came out the air was hot and sickly. We 
were now in Kachindom and among the Kachius, 
who by their curious and silent jungle warfare have 
made many a British column pause, though the 
fact doesn’t always get into the newspapers at 
home, When we met these half naked tribes- 
men; sinister looking, with matted hair, and 
their bodies, especially their thighs, deeply tatooed, 
every one of them cattying a dah—a short sword 
—or a spear, we did not perhaps feel particularly 
comfortable. ‘The Kach a little man, rarely 
above 5 ft 4in, He is wiry sather than mascular, 
‘Thougit there is not a distinct type of countenance, 
asarule the Kachin has a longish face with bigh 
cheek bones, his eyes are oblique and his skin 
a ditty brown, The Kachins, according to Mr. 
George, who was formerly Deputy Commissioner 
at Bhamo, originally came from the south of the 
Gobi Desert. That there is 
NOY A UNIFORM TYPE OF KACHIN 


is met by the theory that in successive waves of 
migration they engulfed the small aboriginal 
tribes, though it is certain they tever mixed 
with the Shans. They have no knowledge of 
writing and although on charm posts ontside 
their villages 1 have seen crude drawings 
they do not have diawings for the conveyance 
of ideas. ‘Their vethods of agriculture are 
most primitive and the Forest. Officers are 
doing theie best to prevent it being also most 
wastelul. What they do is to select a virgin site 
» a hillside and fell the jangle about March. 
When it is thoroughly dry they fire it in June. 
The ground is turned over with a hoe, the ashes 
mixing with the soil, the grain is thrown down 
ronghly and then leit to take care of itself till 
October when the crop is reaped. This method of 
agriculture prevents the same area being cropped 
two years cunning ; indeed it has to lie tallow for 
from five toten years. ‘There are customs among 
the Kachin tribes that are peculiar, Atthe birth 
of a child always (wo great tankards of native 
diink are prepared. ‘The friends drink of one 
tankard until the child is born and then the 
second is lilted up and some one exclaims. “ This 
child’s name is ’N Kam" and the dsink is imme- 




























































































diately swallowed as a preventive, in some way, 
to the evil spirits giving another name, Aud 
among the Kaching all the personal names are 





fixed. The first son is always called ’N-Kam, the 
second 1s always, "N-Nawng, the third always 
"NeLa, the fourth ’N-Tu and soon, Tn the same 
way the gitls are called 'N-Kaw, 'N-Lu, ’N-Roi 
and the like, The stmames are such as Paw-Sa, 
Chumlat, Labang, Mi Tun, and surnames always 
precede the personal name so that in the case of a 
family called Paw-Sa the eldest son’s name is 
Paw-Sa 'N Kam. People of the same name, 
though belonging to different tribes, always con- 
sider themselves of like blood and therefore never 
warty, [visa general rule that a man should 
MARRY A FIRST COUSIN 
on the female side. I', however, he refuses 















to mary his cousin then he must pay a fine to 
the gut's parents, A macriage ceremony cous 
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sists chiefly in an exchange of presents and a 
feast at which the bride and bridegroom feed one 
another with tice. Personally I never saw such 
ugly creatures in the world as the Kachin women 
They are stunted and awkward limbed; their h 
is always mnatied and hangs over their foreheads ; 
Uheir faces are flat with uneven noses. The Kachins 
are even dirtier than the Chinese and that is saying 
a good deal. ‘I'wice we slept in Kachin huts, These 
were interesting occasions though twice is quite 
sufficient for a lifetime. All the houses were 
built on the same plan, ‘They were oblong, of 
bamboo and thatch and raised some two or three 
feet from the ground, Some of the houses were of 
¢, nearly a hundred feet in length and 
may be thirty feet wide, bat whether large or small 
the internal arrangement was always the same. 
‘The door was at one end and on the immediate 
right was a general room, where we slept. Next 
to it was the room occupied by the eldest 
son and his wife, next to them was the room 
occupied by the girls and then at the end 
was the one occupied by the head of the 
household and his wife. Ou the other side of the 
house was a room where the sons slept and a long 
room, into whith the others opened, where any- 
body slept.) Of course we knew nothing of the 
Kachin language and at night when we gol into a 
Kachin village we 
HAD TO TALK BY SIGNS. 

Our rule was to walk straight into the biggest house 
in the village and at once make a present of a rupee 
to the woman in charge. The places were vilely 
dirty and as there were no windows and as the 
wood that was burnt was damp we choked with the 
smoke and our eyes ached. We generally got 
the natives to give us some of their rice ; we had 
no difficulty in securing eggs and sometimes we 
killed «fowl, We had to do our own cooking, and 
very indigestible was frequently the result. Now 
and then we found cobs of maize and the long 
wretched evenings were spent in grilling these 
in the ashes, [ need hardly say that we 
did not ‘take off our clothes. IT used my boots 
and a volume of Shakespeare as a pillow, threw 
my jacket over my feet to keep them warm, lay a 
towel across my face to resist, in some smail way, 
the onslaughts of the mosquitoes and thew sticking 
imy hands in my pockets tried to sleep on the 
ribbed bamboos that formed the fluor, In those 
days we lapsed very readily into 

A DELIGHTFUL CONDITION OF BARBARITY. 
Next to being scrupulously clean it isa real joy tobe 
unsctuputously d For days we went usiwashed, 
uushaven aod uw indeed none of us shaved 
fiom the time we left Bhamo till Shanghai was 
teached, a petiod of over five mouths. Progress 
was slow, for cycling was out of the questio 
There is a good deal of the goat i 
tion of the Kachin and he wever skirts a bill af he 
can climb over it, The paths were narrow and 
fearfully steep, the jungle was dense and the ait 
palpitated with the roar of insects. Each day was 
like the preceding in hard climbing. Buta can 
stant joy to us was tlie dazzling, bewildering 
beauty of the butterflies we saw. In no museum 
have Lever seen such gorgeausness, such exquisite 
loveliness of tint, Frequently the outstretched 
wings were as large as two open hands, And the 
colours—such striking vermilions, such soft toned 
greys, aim of blues and greens, like shot 
silk, splotches of blood red on a wing that was 
like black velvet, the body of the wing someti 
of rich emerald and the fringe of orange and car. 
ne—never have I seen such mat vellous loveliness 
ci life as in those wild border regions be 
Burma and Chit 

We always knew when we were approach. 
ing a Kachin village by the rude carved 
wooden designs by the path side and the sin, 
larly made festoons that hung overhead. These 
wee to keep off 

THR VICIOUS FOREST NAT 

called Chité», But nats in Kachindom are without 
oumber, Every accident or sicknessis asciibed to 
some malignant nat, and every hill, forest and 
stream has its spirit. he Kact have no knows 
ledge of the cause of death, They have no idea 
of a future existence, ‘Their nats are uearly all 
vindictive and ive to be propitiated by the 
sactificeof pigs or buffaloes or fowls. When the ani 
mal is killed parts of the thigh and shoulder are 
cut off, boiled, wrapped up in little packets of 
leaves, then hung on the bamboo shrine aud thenat 
is asked to accept the offering and be appeased. 
AL the entrance to every village we saw sometimes 
half a dozen, sometimes twenty of these shrines, 
No house is built, no martiage contracted, vo jour- 
hey undertaken, without consulting the wats. The 
will of the nats is obtained through a mi-tway, o1 
supposed inspired divine, when in a state of ter 
porary frenzy, When a youth shows signs of be 
ing in connection with the spirit world—ihe signs 










































































































to my idea being generally a touch of insanity—his 
powers are tested by ordeal, A ladder is prepared, 
the steps consisting of swords with the sharp 
edges upwards, and this ladder is reared against 
a platform set with spikes. ‘The youth must go up 
the ladder barefooted and 
SIT ON THE SPIKES. 

If he shows no signs of inconvenience and then 
comes down the ladder again, having received no 
marks of injury, he is accepted as a true diviner, 
Naturally iietKachingaresipecstitlaie: A's} 
or a wild cat crossing the path is a fatal sign a 
journey is at once abandoned. ‘The crossing ol 
the path by deer of thinoceros is accepted as a 
good portent. Also they believe in witchcraft. If 

has been bewitched he generally employs a 
mi-tway to statt some countet-bewitching, Some+ 
times, liowever, he shoots his bewitcher from behind 
atiee. They believe in the evil-eye. A dying man 
always knows who has looked upon him with the 
evil-eye and he leaves to his family the setting of 
the “debt.” Mr. George, of Bhamo, had to deal, 
@ year or two ago, with one of these cases. C, 
the brother of A and B, happened to die of fever, 
and before dying declared D had bewitched him, 
Within a fortnight A and B collected a following, 
attacked D's house, shot him dead, and, capt 
ing the whole of his household and relations, 13 in 
all, sold them into slavery, Even on trial A and 
B would not admit the possibility of C having 
made a_mistake and were scandalised that the 
British Government should interfere on behalf of 
awizard, The Kachins are fond of raiding and 
war. The Govexnment of Burma, as [ have 
already remarked, have endless trouble with thes 
and neatly every cold weather a column is out 
administering chastisement to some tribe that has 
been recalcitrant. 

Well, we passed through 
live on the borders of Bur 
were we molested. They wer 

SULLEN AND SCOWLING, 
but this was their natural condition, and 
whenever we encountered a body of them on 
the naciow jungle paths they invariably made 
room for us. With the exception of their villain. 
ous countenances and the dah, always caied by 
their side, we saw vothing to suggest they were 
taiders. Not till we got well over the border on 
the Chinese side and then we saw the Shan and 
Chinese villages were protected by stockades. 
These villages were on tising ground and the 
gle in the vicinity was cleared, Fist around 
the village was a heavy barrier of tree trunks, with 
a pit, crossed by a dtawbridgr, neat the entrance. 
Outside the barrier of trees was another barrier of 
thick bamboos. Then, where the inclined ground 
teached the level, were long, sharpened hamboo 
spears at three angles just as soldiers fix bayonets 
ready to veceive cavalry. But within a day o 
two’s journey these protecied villages had ceased 
and the villages were ordinary Chinese-Shan cole 
lections of miserable huis. All the time it was 
taining heavily ; much of the way was under water, 
and trequently we had to wade long distances 
with the fl. od above our knees. One night, being 
overtaken by darkness, we lay down to sleep under 
a foul shed open at the sides aud were glad to get 
some Chinese muledrivers, who were camping 
there, to give us some of their broth. As you know 
there is 

NO FIXRD CURRENCY IN CHINA 

and we lad consequent bother with our money mat 
ters. ‘The tuper was serviceable through Mar 

g-yneh or Momein, as it is called on 
e maps. At Teng-yuch we exchanged ow 
pees for little pieces of silver of various weights 
liese pieces of silver we sold by weight in the 
towns we passed through, getting Chinese cash in 
exchange. Silver itself itheavy, but it is a perfect 
feather-weight compared with cash, Neatly four 
hundred of these ge to the value of a shilling, and 
half a crown value of cash weighs just 8 Ibs. 
Once when ye set off over tie hills to doa long 
stretch, where there were no towns, we had to hire 
a coolie to carry our money for us. At Bhamo 
we had deposited 4 large sum with a Chinese 
merchant and he gave us a draft on another 
merchant at Tali. At Tali we got enough 
silver to take us to Yunnan, carrying ano- 
ther draft fiom the Tali merchant to still another 
merchant in Yunnan, and so we kept on to Suifu, 
to Chung king-fu, to Ichang, and to Hankow, 
where we got into the region of the dollar. Of 
course we lost tremendously changing our lump 
silver into cash, for the silver in different districts 
was of different quality. The money changers 
always declared our silver was inferior to the local 
silver, and their scales never tallied with on 
Then a hundred cash was never 100 cash, The 
custom is to deduct four out of every hundred for 
changing, but frequently more were deducted and 


















































the Kachins that 
a-China, but never 















































as far as Te! 
so 





















































generally a number of spurious coins were introe 
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duced which it was impossible to get tid of, Be- 
sides in different districts the hundred varied. Ou 
side the gates of Yunnan-sen it was 96; inside the 
city the lmndred was ouly sixty-four ‘Then once 
we got into a region where 

ALL THE COINAGE WAS SPURIOUS 
and the hundred leapt up to 320. Every town 
had its own rate of exchange for the tael. 1 
confusion was annoying. It was just the same 
in Uying to measure distance, It might be teu li 
a little over three miles—from A to B, but from 
B to A it was only seven li, Sometimes we would 
have a day’s match of goli, and when we thought it 
wasa long distance to climb over the hills we would 
be told "Oh, but they are only short li 
we would have only 60 li to do in aday, 
hear they were long li, So we found often that sixty 
liand ninety li wereabout the same distance. 
ina tather a confused state of mind 
Teng-yueh. Here we were to be furnished 
passports by the Chinese authorities and we 
mediately presented at the Yame: 
from the British authorities at Bhamo. 
a draughity loft of a seeking foul Chinese 
the air thick with the odours of a cesspool close 
by, we waited patiently for eight days to be 
furnished with these passports. When we got 
the telegraph master, who knew a few words of 
English, to accompany us to the Yamen we found 
that nothing had been done. The Mandarin 
did not understand the ducuments in Chinese 
we had brought with us, and very labatiously 
we had to explain what their contents were and 
what were the provisions of the Pekin Conven- 
tion of 1897. The Mandarin knew nothing about 
it and when he was told that « British consul 
would soon be settling at Teng-yueh he almost had 
a fit. The news spread rapidly—within twe 
four hours it was generally understoo 
cily that the 

BRITISH WERE COMING TO ANNEX YUNNAN. 

But still the Mandarin hesitated about the 
passparts and it was not till we began to side 
the high hotse, and got angry and. told hin 
we would telegraph to Pekin, that we got our 
passports, ‘They were the most extraordinary 
passports in the world, large enough to paper 
an hotel bedroom with, but they served our pur- 
pose. So after twelve days in Teng-yueh—a 
wretched twelve days of sickness and fever, with 
inquisitive ditty Chinese forcing their curiv- 
sity upon us and those vile smells, “seven 
and twenty smells, all well defined and genuine 
stinks "—we got once e under way, A 
tauePdemalion guard of six soldiers was sent 
with us, not out of any desive to offer protec- 
tion but rather as a precaution on the Mai 
datin's behalf, for he assumed that if anyth 
happened tous he would get into trouble. 
therto we had been crawling along the 
rough way of the valley of the Taeping River 
But now we had to cross before teaching Tali-fu 
a series of enormous mountains innning due north 
and south with the great rivers of the Sbweli, the 
Salween, and the Mekong,—three of the five 
great tivers (the others are the Yang-tse and the 
Irrawaddy)—that are born in the wildernesses of 
Tibet. These hills are among 

THE GREAT WALLS OF THR WORLD 
that have split the human cace in sections, I 
wou't dwell upon the personal hardships on one 
way to Tali, the wretched food we had to eat, 
the still more wretched places we had to sleep 
in, of the hostility of the natives at Yung-chang 
fu. Bat [would like to impress on you what 
tertible barriers of mountain these are, what a 
horrible region of desolation and poverty we pass: 
ed through, what difficulties there are in the way 
of rapid transit, [want to do so because, as you 
know, there is much airy talk at homeyabout 
“tapping” Yu , of building a railwa from 
Mandalay to Tali-tu, and so draining the wealth of 
the province into British territo y. Referring to 
my diary written during owe j y I find that 
on the day we left Teng-yueli all we isavelled was 
thirteen miles, that first we rose 2,000 feet by an 
exceedingly steep path, and then descended 2,000 
feet in the short distance of two and a quarter miles, 
The next day when we crossed the Shiweli river by 
one of those Chinese suspension bridges that are 
the marvel of all travellers it took us five hours 
to go seven miles and we rove to an altilude of 
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7,400 feet. Down we went again and then uphill 
we climbed through a fotest to 8,000 ft. So the 
way to Yung-chang-fu kept tising falling, 





varying two or three times a day from four to 
seven thousand feet. Yung-chang-fu lies in a 
plain of about fifteen miles by six, a very pleasant 
plain, famous in that part of China for ity fuit. 
‘When we reached the Salween, the valley of whicli 
is said to be 








A PEVER BeD 
and’ where no Chinaman will pass the night, 
al from 
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we had an almost precipitous drop of fiom five 
to two thousand feet. ‘The Salween used to be 
claimed by the Burmese Kings as the boundary 
of thei territory and it is a thousand pities the 








British Government did not fix it as the line 
dividing Bucnah and China instead of the pre- 
sent ersatic, illemarked line which it is almost 





impossible to follow, Another day, when we 
travelled only thirteen miles, we climbed from 
au attitude of 3,300 feet to 8,150 and then des 
cended to 2,300, The morning we crossed the 
great Mekong river we fell 2,200 feet, rose 1,500 
feet and then fell 500 feet. So it was day alter 
day—once we go gut up to 8,350 feet—a land of 
dreatiness and dismay. 

Yet people at home talk and write enthuse 
siastically of running a railway out of Burma 
to 1 ‘They look at a small scale map 
and nothing looks simpler tthan such a line, 
Fotks think it is a magnificent thing to have 
obtained a concession from the Chinese Govern- 
ment. to have a British railway 
Yanni It would be just as ma 
my mind, to obtain a concession to ru 
railway to the moon. IT am not daring en- 
ough to say that the building of a railway 
from Burmah to ‘Tali- 
seems impossible in e 
that the difficulties would be nigh insurmountable 
and thecost would be fabulous. But assu: 
for a minute that a railway nis possi- 
ble—the question arises what has Yunnan to give 
in the way of minerals or produce? Has it got 
coal, which would be acceptable, as the Burmese 
oor stuff; could it ice in sufficient 
atities to compete with the Bur 
2 a prospect of gold or silver or copper being 
found in large quanties? Ina word of what are 
to“ tap” Yunnan? Now thereis only 
this world who can speak with 
authority upon the resources of Yunnan, ‘That is 
Capt. Davies of the Intelligence Department, who 
makes a special study of the Burma-Chinese 
frontier and who has explored Yu on behalf 
of the Indian Government for the very object of 
investigating a possible route for a tailway and 
the resources of the prot 
a open seciet that in his report to hi 
ment he was strongly against any attempt 
ng made.to covstiuct a railway, At Mandalay 
1 had long conversations with Captain Davies, 
because we would be the first to go into the coun 
try aft it bad been declared open to British 
trade, and I was naturally anxious to gain all the 
iuformation | possibly could ta form some opini 
of this really interesting and 
















































































LITTLE KNOWN PART OF THE WORLD. 
Captain Davies told me that the part of Yu 
nan likely to ade with Burma includes 40,000 
square miles, of which, however, only one-seven. 
teenth and contains a population of between 
two and three mi On the route of the sug- 
gested ruilway to Tali, that is from the Kunlong 
Ferty by way of Yin-cho, there is very little wood 
and the coal is extremely poor, The great coal- 
fields of Yunnan lie on the eastern border of the 
province, next'to Kweichau. But he said thereare 
gold, copper, and lead mines which might be more 
advanageously worked than they are at present 
Yet because there are such 
s any evidence that 
they would be worth working by British subjects. 
Because gold is known to exist in almost unexplored 






























1s sume people talk much nonsense about the 
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nd unlenown wealth of thos 
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when the recompense 


AMBRE PITTANCE. 
Because the Chinese get gold out of the mud of 
Up ot ty be supposed that it or 
Faquiries foreign capital for gold to be shovelled up. 
Ita Chinese gets four-pence worth of gold out of 
the Yang-tse mud in a day he is exceedingly well 
satisfied. Su I hope I may be permitted, with all 
diffid 
‘Yunnan is extremely sich, As far as can be 
arnt Yunnan is among the poorest of the eighteen 
» Around Yunnan-sen itself I believe 

ii nce. But this part of the 
nd the eastern border where there is 
coal could wever he “tapped” into Burma. If 
there is to be any “ tapping” by rai is south. 
wards into Brench territory or possibly north. 
wards towards the Yang-ise valley. What 
vi at present sends into Burma is gold- 
leaf—laigely used in decorating the Burmese 
pagodas—a small quantity of silk, hides, horns, 
hams, paper and fibres, Alter examining the 
country carefully the most Capt. Davies could 
was—" There seems to be a good chance of a 
i 1» Boats, sheep, pigs, 
d possibly cattle and 
The imports into Yunnan from Burma 
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B | perous, that it is especially rich 


vince and the world wi 








in 1896 represented Rs. 1,364,000, of which cotton 
represented Rs, 1,127,168 and woollen cloth 
Rs. 45,040. The trade between the two countries 
would very possibly be increased through the 
agency of a railway but by means to such an 
extent as would pay for building so expensive a 
line. 

Ik may seem unpatriotic for me to throw my 
little pail of cold water over what is generally coi 
sidered a splendid scheme for extending the 
tange of British commerce. And it will seem 
strange to you that the Indian Goverament— 
in the face of their own representative's report 
antagonistic to a railway—should yet strenu 
ously advocate a tailway into Yunnan, not to 
be built by themselves, but by railway  specu- 
lators, and that they have actually constructed a 
e up to the Kunlong Ferry as an incentive. 
Now may Ladvance a theory. The province of 
Yunnan in itself is uot worth having and the Bri+ 
tish Government well know it, but next door to 

THE WEALTHIRST PROVINCE IN THE EMPIRE, 
that of Szechuen, Szechuen has been well explored 
by En nd by Fri nen. Both Britain 
and France know that itis the plum of the Chinese 
provinces, that its population is large and pros: 
y silk and is full 



































‘of minerals, especially gold. France i: 
ous to reach Szechuen and “tap” 
quin. That is why you so often hear of French 
railway schemes up to Yunnan-sen and beyond, 
The object of the Indian Government in fostering 
the idea of a railway out of Burma into Yunnan 
is, Lam convinced, to checkinate any advance 
feom the direction of Tonquin. It is arace for 
Szechuen. It so happened to be my fortune 
sot only to journey by the trade route out of 
Burma to Talt-fu and Yunnan-sen but also by the 
trade route from Yunnan-sen into Szechuen pro= 
vince to Chung- -fu and from there, down the 
valley of the Yang-tse. And it was most clearly 
apparent, to even a casual traveller like myself, 
that when the day comes, as come it will soon, for 
Szechuen province to be opened up by foreign 
capital the communication between that pro- 
be by means of the 



























Vang-tse river, 
THE GREAT HIGHWAY OF CENTRAL CHINA, 
and not by any railways running into either 
French or British territory, And now hav. 
ing tun counter to what I know is the general 
public idea about Yunnan [resume what T have 
to say about our journeying through Western 
Chin: 
T was struck with the woe-begone appear. 
ance of the country throughout, There were towns 
that seemed crumbling to decay and there were 
hundreds of thousands of acres of terraced 
paddy ” fields all bearing silent, gloomy evidence 
of how the population was veduced to a mete fiag- 
ment, thirty years or so ago, when the Chinese im- 
perial troops came in to do vengeance for the 
Mohammedan rebellion, At Tali-fu, a beautifully 
situated city by the side of a wide and charmin, 
lake and backed by a glorious range of mountains 
14,00 feet in height—at Tali-fa, which was former. 
ly the seat of power of the Mohammedans, we first 
saw the Man-tzus, one of the few races that 
have all along held themselves more or less inde- 
pendent of Chinese mule, Personally I had some 
difficulty in differentiating them fromthe Chinese. 
Those that were pointed out to me were sturdier, 
smaller and clearer skinned than the average 
Chinese. ‘The women, however, were easily re- 
cognised, they dressed differently, had rather good 
feaiurps and they were tiee from the ugly, uncom- 
fortable distort of the feet which is supposed 
to produce gracefulness among the women of 
Chi Later on, during one thirteen days jour- 
ney to the capital city of Yunuan-sen we came 






























































Y]across other people that were quite evidently 


not Chinese, But most of them seemed dis- 
eased, four out of every five women were the 
VICTIMS OF GoITRE, 

and even men and boys were also suffering from 
this loathsome protuberance. The district is 
pestilential. I wanted to send letters back into 
Burma from Taliefu but Mc. Smith, the mis- 
sionary there, practically declined to get me 
a covlie to carry them, because on three occasions 
he had sent men to Bhamo and two had 
died by the way, When the telegraph line was 
being constructed some five or six years ago tocon- 
ect Tali-fu with Burma sixty men were employed 
in the work, Of these Filly-six died. ‘The ob- 
servant Marco Polo, who was this way six centu- 
ies ago, wrote “ The country is wild and had of 
access, full of great woods i i 























it is impossible to pass, the air is so impur 
unwholesome; and any foreigner altempting it 








would die for cert 
Much of the ti between Tali and Yun- 
nau was bleached; there was not a blade 


of grass dvd only a few dwasfed and sickly 
tees. Several times we missed the regular halte 
ing stage and had to stop in the hovels of the 
peasantry, getting little else to eat but badly cook- 
ed rice and eggs. Though in the towns we were 
more or less interfered with and molested by the 
tabble, the country people were courteous. All 
the time our clothes were sodden with the wet, we 
were splashed from head to food with mud, our 
shoes gave out so that we had to resort to ative 
sandals and our clothes became ragged. We met 
plenty of people on the way, covlies, carrying 
enormous burdens, Every coolie was an opin 
smoker and at night the litle inn rooms teeked 
with unsavoury odours. I had read a good deal 
about 








THE OPIUM SMOKER IN CHINA, 
of what a fleshless wreck he is, how he is 
hollow-eyed and nerveless, always in tatters, 
and always beseeching for more opium, ‘There 
may he such a person but I rather fancy 
he is a creature of romance. I saw many 
thousands of opium smokers, hundreds of thous 
sands [ might say, during those five months it 
took in crossing China, There were men who 
had smoked for thirty years, strong, healthy 
robust men, who certainly showed no. signs of 
being victims. The coolie class, notorious 
opium smokers, invariably spent their evenings 
over the pipe. Yet during the day, without falter- 
ing, they would walk from twenty to thirty miles 
carrying 120lbs, and this not on one day, but day 
after day throughout their lives. I am not for one 
moment defending opium smoking, but I took care. 
ful note by the way and I came to the conclusion 
that all the tall we hear about the Chinese opium 
victim is nothing else but gross and: wilful ex- 
aggeration, China, we are told, holds out her 
hands beseeching that the British Government 
should uct force Indian opium upon the Chinese. 
Ol course she does. But this isnot to save China 
from the curse of opium but to prevent the Indian 
opium competing with the opium of China. Why, 
I passed through miles and miles of poppy country, 
cultivated by the mandarins themselves, aud itis 
well-known that a large part of the income of the 
Pekin Government is derived from the opium t 
In the capital of Yunnan, where we halted for 
week—a fine specimen of the never changing 
western Chinese city—the great triennial exami: 
nations had just concluded and the place was full 
of studewts. We had several talks with them and 
they displayed, for students, 


A REALLY REFRESHING IGNORANCE. 
They pooh-poohed the idea that China had 
been defeated by Japan in the recent war, 
“We are the great glorious Middle Ki 
dom, so how could we be defeated?” 

theie method of arguing. They inquired whether 
in England there was a sun like the one in China, 
and whether there were trees and rivers? They 
believed that foreigners have a hole through their 
chests, through which a bamboo pole could be 
stuck and the foreigngr be carried by coolies. 
When we said we also had examinations in our 
country they replied that some of their great Chin- 
ese scholars must have been to England to show 
us the way. They were interested in our bicycles 
and admitted that the foreigner was rather clever 
in mechanics. But the Ch 
learned people, they said. All the exa 
public appointments are in the sages. 
man shows a good acquaintance with the wr 
Confucius and Mencius shat proves he is j 
person to lave the’ administration of the tele- 
graphs under his contcol. Constant downpours 
n continued after we had left Yunnan-sen. 
ns were dirty, though cheap. The price 
fora night’s lodging was often not more than filtees 
cash ahead, about ahalf-penny., Lunch generally 
consisted of boiled maize, Ou one occasion we 
purchased an eight pound leg of mutton for two- 
pence farthing. 

We began to notice that many of the vil- 
lages were guarded by high walls and that 
there were towers of refuge. We were in a 
region 

SUBJECTED TO PERIODICAL RAIDS. 
from the Lolos, who live in the hill fastnesses on the 
other side of the Yang-tse, Lolo-land is about the size 
of Wales, lying at the bottom of Szechuen and the 
people, though they speak Chinese and in a halle 
hearted way acknowledge allegiance to China 
really a republic and only permit Chinese tra 
to enter their country by permission. We did 
not go into Lolo-land, but we saw many of the 
Lolos. They are certainly not Chinese. They 
are very tall m d muscular, their oval 
faces, much wrinkled, and copper tinted. The 
cheek bone is prominent and the chin pointed, the 
nose is arched, the lips thin and the eyes straight. 
Their clothing is a heavy mantle of felt and the 
true Lolo twists his hair much like a unicorn’s horn 
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in front of his head. According to the brilliant: 
and intrepid Baber, the tibes are continually 
fighting among themselves; they are not Bud- 
dhists but make sacrifices to gods of their own; 
women, not thought much of among the Chinese, 
may in Lolo-land succeed to be chief of a tribe; 
they use knives and forks;.they have slave 
hunts and carry Chinese women into their 
territory. But a Lolo never marties a Chi 
ese woman, ‘They are proud of birth aud 
“blue blood ” among us is the sign of being high 
born the Lolo nobies call themselves “ black- 
bones.” ‘Those of you who have read Baber will 
remember the amusing difficulties he had in secur- 
ing a copy of a page from a Lolo written Look, the 
writing being quite distinct from the Chinese. 
That fac-simile ts pethaps the only fragment of 
Lolo caligraphy that has been given to the outer 
world, But at Tung-chuan I saw the baby boy 
of the missi g with a written book of 
quite unfami ig. When T asked the mis- 
sionary wh was he said, * Oh it is a Lolo book 
that T bought from a Lolo wizard; some day I 
will try to find out what it is about.” [tried 
to get possession of that volume, but when I had 
explained its immense value ihe missionary de- 
cided to keep it himself and ceased to allow it to 
be thrown about the floor as a plaything for his 
child. The Lolos are 
AN EXCEEDINGLY CURIOUS RACR, 

about whom we know practically nothing. Where 
they came from no one can say but they themselves 
have an idea they came from the west. Here, 
however, is certainly a distinct alien cace planted 
in a corner of China and a splendid opportunity is 
now offered for somebody to prove they are one of 
the lost tibes. Stuiking towards the Yany-tse 
river we had a nasty time. ‘The county was still 
bare and banen, chill winds swept ‘about the 
mountains, there was desolation everywhere, 
Carsied on the shoulders of covlics it was with the 
utmost difficulty we got across the tuibulent 
torrents, For miles the rude path was through 
slush, ankle-deep. Then away up into the 
mountains we went again, once to an altitude 
of 9,100 feet. The + folks seemed little 
better than savages. 

We were glad to get to the town of Chao 
stungefu, though our arrival. with bicycles 
nearly caused a riot, Chao-tung-fu is the darkest 
spot in that dark part of China. It is the 
slave market of western China and neatly all 
the girls of Chao-tung are sold into slavery. 
A Chinese only counts the sons as belonging to 
his family. In Chao-tu he is too poor to 
rear his daughters to a selling age 


THE (NVANTS ARE MURDERED. 
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Mr, Sam Pollard, the missionary there, “told 
me that quile seventy-five per cent, of the 
daughters bon are done to death, Babies 


from thee days of age to thee years are pitch. 
ed over the city walls, They are uot, how 
ever, always killed first, ‘The pariah dogs may 











often be seen gnawing the aim of an infant 
yet alive. Mr. Pallard said it was uo inhe 
quent thing w find two or three baby corpses 


the course of an afternoon's stroll, As 
there are no workhouses, the bodies of the poor ase 
also thrown outside the city. ‘The wolves and the 
hygnas come dowa in the night, and when day 
breaks there is uo Wace left of the unfortunate 
dead. Good Samatitanism is a thing not prac 
tised in Chao-tang. Should a mau fall sick by the 
roadside, 10 one brings the oil and the twopence to 
succour him, Ef he dies in yout house the authori- 
ties put you to the expense of burying him, 
‘Therefore, the best thing to do is to leave him and 
let the wild animals do their work, 














\ Chao-iung is 
indeed 

NOTORIOUS FOR ITS INHUMANITY. 
‘The punishments inflicted for crime are horribly 







ng ARO A woman, guilly of in- 
np by the neck with her toes just 
touching the grou: There she hung ull death 
closed her misery, A murderer was crucified on one 
of the cily gates and ved hot nails were hammered 
through bis wrists, The wretch tied to shorten 
the agony by battering his head against the wood- 
work, So the authorities provided a_ pillow 
prevent anything of the kind. It took four days 
for him to die,” But it is for providing the whole of 
Western China with its slave girls that Chav tung 
is famously infamous. ‘The majnity of the gitls 
saved from a pit over the city wal are kepl 
tor lis purposes of sale. There are merchants in 
the business who make a large profit hy taking 

groups of litle eisla to Yannenesen, | Pew ponies 
who cannot afford the necessary wedding gifts 
when their son marries—will purchase a child of 
tree or four years aud keep her till she is of 
martiageable age, Most of these Ciao tung girls 
are sold for servants inthe yamens. Many, how: 
ever, ate sold into concubinage. A common 



























ordinary drudge of a girl is sold for about five 
shillings. A pretty, healthy girl of sixteen years 
ill, maybe, fetch a couple of pounds, rarely more. 
All :ound Chao-tung lies abundance of silver, cop. 
per, coal, and iron. But the Chinese have very 
primitive’ ways of getting the minerals, They 
admit foreigners are the best at that kind of thing 
because they have the power of seeing under 
ground. Some years agotwo Japanese came to 
the city 











EXPLORING FOR SILVER. 
The authorities wanted to test their powers 
They buwied some silver ingots on the para 
ground, Then they took the Japanese a walk 
that way. Is there any silver about here?” 
they asked. “No,” said the Japanese, this 
is not the kind of soil in which silver is 
found.” ‘Then the buried metal was produced 
from under their very feet, amidst the loud 
hilarity of all Celestial officialdom, Since that 
time the Chaotung-ese have had a prodigious 
contempt for foreigners, We were glad to push 
on from this town. We got into a rug 
ged district. where even mutes could not tras 
vel and all the carriage of goods had to be 
done by coolies. We skirted the river Hen, find: 
ing it first tearing out a subterranean cavern and 
then we followed: it till it became a big, swollen, 
noisy river. 

We had a few rough times and discomforts 
on the way and I think our hearts really leapt 
for joy that day when the muddy breast of the 
mighty Yang-lse, that was draining a continent, 
was suddenly “revealed to us and we saw the 
great junks and heard the melodious song of the 
oarsmen, We crossed the Yang-tse and reach- 
ed the bustling city of Suifu. We were now in 
Szechuen and at once it was noticeable how much 
finer a country it was than Yunnan, The land 
was under cultivation, the people were better nur- 
tured, the villages were cleaner. Altogether there 
was an air of prosperity whicli forced itself all the 
more on our attention because we had just left 

A BLBAK AND INHOSPITABLE REGION. 

So without adventure, but very worn and tattered, 
we reached C gol, the Manchester of Wes- 
tern Chiva, situated on a hump of rock at the june. 
tion of the Min River and the Y. tse and the 
first of the Weaty ports we were to visit on our way, 
Here thereare Consuls representing Britain, France 
America and Japau, and [ dace say they have 
other duties besides marrying missionaries, play- 
ing tennis, and occasionally quarreling about pre 
cedence. However, that Chung-king is soon going 
to be an important city as far as the outer world 
is concerned there can be no doubt is is the 
“tapping” station as far as the unquestionably 
rich province of Szechuen is concerned. Under 
treaty steamers are permitted to go there, bul, as 
yet, oo steamer has as yet faced the dangers ol 
the Vang-toe gorges. However, I believe, that 
this spring a Japanese steamship company inte 
to tun the tisk and as soon as itis found that 
steamers can safely go through the gorges Sze- 
chue will be like a great rich, newly-discovered 
country thrown open to the traders of the world 
At Chung-king-fu_ western China stops and there 
fore T stop also, 1 have been unable here in 
Japan, to make any references to books, and what 
T lave told you has been metely scrappy inform. 
ation gathered by the way, Ay I said at the out. 
set, [do not set up as an authority. My opinions 
are simply those of a wanderer who las passed 
through an interesting part of the world and en 
deavoured to keep his eyes open by the way, 

SIR B. SATOW ON RACIAL CUSTOMS. 
Ernest Savow, in a few comments on the 
lecture, said he was interested by Mr, Fraser's 
reference to the custom ameng the Kachins of dis- 
covering a mitway by making bin climb up a 
ladder of swords and sit upon a row of sprkes, Ts 
was a very cutions fact, which they were perhaps 
all familiar with, that this was also a practice con- 
stantly used in Japan by juggles. Itwas a very 
favorite theory of ethnologists that when one found 
very similar practices or inventions in two 
different parts of the wold it pointed to the pro: 
bability that these two peoples must have had com 
and intercourse at some time or othe: 
one could show that there was a series 
of places where these practices were performed 
making a kind of chain between Barmah and 
Japan, they could hardly, in view of the inacces- 
stbility of the countsies, conclude that either had 
derived the custom from the other. [i seemed 
move likely that this idea occurred spontaneously 
was due to the similarity in the ev 
the human mind all over the world. 
in the Put-Rivers Musew 








































































































n'enehi, 
stitution ol 
He remembered seeing 
at Oxford different inventions from different 
parts of the world, and it was curicus to see 
how the Iuman mind in very diverse situations 























had hit upon the same idea, He had sometimes 


rized ty Google 











reminded Professor ‘Tyler, who was rather liberal 
in religions matters, on the result of his labours of 
comparison being largely to prove the commo 

igin and homogeneity of the human race. Agai 
everyone was familiar with the Japanese footgear, 
Well, almost precisely the same kind of shoe was 
used by people in the North of Siam, and people 
in Western China, aud yet there was 10 reason to 
suppose that there had been an importation of the 
fashion by the Japanese from the Chinese. The 
same sort of foolgear was also seen in the Malay 
Peninsula, With regard to the lecture had to 
thank Mr, Fraser, on behalf of the Society, for « 
most 1g and, he must say, a most learned 
address, It would be read with great interest not 
only in Japan but at home and specially by those 
interested in that much talked of but probably 
never to be accomplished railway between Burmah 
and Yunnan, 



































THE KOREAN GENTLEMAN. 
— 

The calm and composure that environs a Kor 
gentleman is one of the mysteries of the Orient. 
Embarrassed he may be by a thousand debts, and 
threatened by a hungry wolf at every chink of his 
mud dwelling, yet the placidity of his life continues 
unruffled, He is a master of composure, which 
forms the groundwork of other characteristics. 
From Confucius he has learned to mortify every 
natural impulse, and to move as though he acted 
his part on a stage, where a single misdirected 
smile or thoughtless turn would upset the greatest 
piece oitrecord. Hischoicest word is ny# or yé. If 
he but guard yé, he may offend ag: 
mand in the Decalogue, and stil 
superior man. If he breaks yé, he is covered w 
conlusi nd counts himself the vilest of the vile, 
Yé of course is the eternal fitness of things, the 
scholat’s interpretation of Confucianism. If yo 
meution a word in disparagement of yé, the gentles 
tnan is frantic, forgets yé altogether for the moment 
in his efforts at violence. 

‘The Korean speaks respectlully of Afe 
mang, aud of Confucius as koag, so that tl 
coupled together would read mang-kong. 
word unfortunately as another mean’ 
the croaking of frogs. A Ki 












































Confucianism. In one of his public addresses to 
a company of Koreans he made use of the word 
mang-kong; “Of what benefit,” says he, * 
Confucius been to Korea? ‘Those best versed in 
hia doctrine are the most helpless people we hi 
hey simply sit and coak mang-koug, mange 
toeverything.” A scholar who heard bi 










ing 
© Nothing,” says he, but the knife for a 
man like that.” Yes, murder he would for the 
sacred wame of yé. 

Any th terferes with the rigid requires 
me's of yé is of couse to be avoided, for which 
season no gentleman indulges in manual labour, 

in fact in labour of any kind, His life consists 
in @ supreme command of coolie set vicr, while the 
coolie responds nyé or yea to every oder. The 
lighting of his pipe,’or the tubbing of the ink on 
inkstone, must be done for Down to the 
simplest details of life he does nuthing, Not even 
should he scold the coole, who said he would, but 
neverthless failed to do what was told him. Con- 
sequently the gentleman's hands become soft, 
his fingernails grow long. From constant sitting 
his bones seem to disintegrate, and he becomes ale 





fury. 


























most « mollusk before he passes middle life. 
When once they have attained to this p 
condition of pulp, they are in @ measure imi 





from the thumpsand shocks of ordinary life. It was 
my misforiune once to be obliged to tide through 
a rough mountainous country, in company with a 
K gentleman, By kee f 
on the halter-:ope, [ managed to avoid a somer 
saul backward whenever the pony I 
warned Mi. Coo of the danger heran in sitting bolt 
uptight, without girders or supports of any kind to 
protect him. Hetemarked, in reply, that It was 
not good Korean custom to hold an to the halier as 
advised, and so we proceeded. When the sun grew 
hot, he added to his already top-heavy condition 
by opening an umbrella, The startled pony with 
one bound shot Mr, Cho backwards out of the sad- 
dle, and his fall, which ix the point of my story, 
was marvellous to behold. On that uneven surface 
he Alsttened outlike aball of Pacisplaster, Jacket 
and pantaloons were lost sight of, even the hat was 
buta spot on the sun, merely an irregularity of 






































colour on an otherwise flattened sutlace, But 
from the mass came forth the a lusteating 
how we have all proceeded from original provo- 





plasm, for Mr. Cho pulled himself together, 


d 
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said he was none the worse, though f should cer- 
tainly have been damaged by such a fall. 

Not all the gentry by any means are scholars, 
though they ought to be if they would come up te 
the standard of Ci 









e all but worshipped by the 
the people, are given the freedom of every city in 
the kingdom, and are admitted as distinguished 
guesis to the presence of the highest, free of pass. 
Chi seem to have for this few a 
Not so enuch the th 
the character itself, se 
From them he “bi 
ferns of expression and verses, as m child builds 
enchanted castles from blocks of vaiious sizes, and, 

js no limit.to the variations and combin. 
1s possible, so there iso limit to the charm they 
fo scholars can find sufficient to argue 







































there are in use some 12,000 ch 
we might say they have a fund to draw 
will last for a quarter of a century, No attempt 
is made to write mote than original 





mottoes, Anything like an original work in Chin- 
ese would be an attempt to outdo Homer in Greek, 
presumpt eard of. So the scholar plays lis 





life away with this unending osary of ideographs, 
that entwines not his neck, but his mir 
heart, and soul, 

For the unfettered gentry Chinese has no ch 
They keep a few leaned expres: at 
fingers’ ends as a sort of bulwark of defence, when 
hard pressed, but as far as possible they avoid the 
subject. Their life, since shut off from intellectual 
pleasure, consists in material pleasures, dress, and 
enjoyment. This class of scholar is exceedingly 

i Korea, "In immaculate white he eme'~ 
id ville 






















but is assisted by the arms 
Ithe ventures by himself, it is with a magnificent 
stride that clears the street of indifferent passers, 
and commands only onlookers. In one hand a 

i the other a fan; over his 














How precious these are ! jany 
the necessaries of lile, ifonly he can gain a p 
id s0 cover himself with glory 
ing assemblage. 

T once offended greatly against yé in an effort to 
befriend an itnpecunious gentleman, who had told 
me of his financial embarrassments. He wai 
gat the time @ pair of dark crystals, and 
thinking to make him a present under form of a 
ch loffered him six Amesican dollars for 
his glasses. He was amazed to think that I 
should virtually ask them for nothing, for he had 
paid equalto filteen, and a bargain they had been 
at that. This is one of the absurdities of the 
Orient, where a man pays equal to two or three 
months’ entire income for something absolutely 
worthless. It was on the same principle that 
e cavalry rode into the baitle of Pyeng. 
ag, with fan and paper umbrella, the servants 
eat with Wincheste 






































rifles, 
\ ty of the Korean gentleman is 
alsu a profound mystery. I have figured for years 
on the question as to how an idle man, who has 
nothing left to-day, shall outlive to-morrow, but he 
lives dressed just as well, and misses none of his 
meals. He will tell you ‘eankly that the last of 
his hopes for a livelihood have perished, that he is 
financially a (otal wreck, that his present cond 
tion is one of clinging to the rocks, where le is 
danger of 
dd 





























f 
iis behalf, 

deeply thar is himself. Mi. 
pass and he is still in the same conditio 
hetter, no worse, By way of encowagement I 
have said, “* You have managed to eat and live for 
th 
and you 
says he, 



















Of course every dog eats and lives, 
You would not expect me tole down and die, 


would you?” and he leaves you in disgust, feeling 

te points of an Oriental question 

rate the shell that eticases the 
x" brains. 

The fact that tradesmen and business people 
are regarded as low encourages the Korean 
Reatlersac ta neglect thought and 
He is a veritable c 
a tovelg er entiusts hi 



















1d on the ground that a ma 
and yet be incapable of taking 
ship. If business must be 
done, honest “boy” will quite outdo in ex- 
ecutive skill the best and most honest scholar, 
Not only s relations, but in other 
mater gentleman is a master 


Google 




















of inacuracy. He pretends to be absolutely certain 
of everything under the sun, and no object ever 
daunts him, or is beyond his ability to elucidate. 
‘The slightest clue gives him a key to the whole. 
Merely let him see the smoke from the funnel, and 
he will explain to you the why and wherefore of a 
steam-engine. He will tell you what a: comet’s 





tail is composed of, or what color the dog is that|S: 


causes the eclipse of the maon, 
" 


He compares the 
fF details of life about hin with what went on 
1 the days of Sun (2255 B.C.) with as much 

ainty as we would talk of yesterday, The 
barian from the west begit think what a 
marvel for information the 
fund of accurate knowledge for him to acquive, and 
hea heathen too, It is only when you put his 
statements to the test that you find he is wrong 
in everything. By the rarest accident he may be 
tight occasionally but it is the exception and is 


























purely accidental, He | tention of deceiv- 
ing you. ‘The defect lies in the fact that there is 
something radically wrong in his manner of rea 





is premi 
ont of harmony. 
las a profound contempt for womat 
of her generally as Ke-chip, or femal 
He takes for wile the one his father bargains 
ng to question as to her looks, 
health, or avoirdupois. She is a subject altogether 
beneath his consideration, as a member of the 
male sex, with ils | massive understanding. 
She is relegated to the inner enclosure, and lives 
a secluded life. He refers to her as kosiki (what+ 
you-may-call-ler) or keu (she) and never loses an 
opportunity of showing how little is the place sl 

occupies in his extensive operations. If the truth 
were to!d, however, we would know that the little 
woman, with delicately tinted skirts, within that 
enclosure, is by 10 means the cypher he pretends 
her to be, that she is really master, commander, 





s anid conclusions are strangely 




















|| and skipper of the entire institution, and that no 


thoroughly under petticoat 
government than the same Korean gentleman, 
ime object is to have a son whowill sacei- 
fice to his shades, when he is dead and gone. 
boy is expected to obey his father implicitly. If 
he but develop this tait, he may grow up to be 
quite as useless or more so than his sire and yet be 
a model son, If no son is born to him, he adopts 
a nephew or near relative, as the best substitute 
under the circumstance, but the stranger never 
wholly takes the place of the real sou, who is ve- 
garded, in this life, as his strong right arm and, in 
the life to come, as his eternal satisfaction 

e of this eternal life through 
0 marries his son off when 
imes but nine or ten 
ge is one of the old 































Child mare 


years of age. 
and respected customs of Korea, and the reason it 
is not more common is the fact that it requires an 


outlay of money that parents are not always 
ling or able to make, aud so the lad is some- 
times left unmarried until be can provide for him- 
self 
‘The serious question in the life of a Korean 











-] outer guest-chamber. 









gentleman is the service of his ancestors’ shades. 
His life is masked by periods of mourning, three 
d lesser periods for those 
ion of fasting and feast 
3, and outlays of 
money, consumes more of his time and means 
than the service of the living. But to neglect 
these forms would degrade him to the level of a 
Mohammedan who had renounced his faith. 
We have glimpses occasionally of the gentle. 
man's ability as he shares in {he games of the 
Chess, aud putok, a kind 
of draughts, he plays frequently, — A half hon’s 
teaching will show him the moves on a foreign 
chess board, and a very vespectable player he be- 
comes fiom the outset. His best work is seen in 
the leisurely development of the game. I have 












| seen excellent players who had no gilt whatever 


for the solving of a problem. When one attempt. 
iled, he would give it up and say, “ It can’t be 
‘This again proves the jellyfish in his na- 





condition being passive, not active. Any- 
ed effort he is as entirely 
ming as the mollusk is 


if the feats of the shark or 
Were we to choose one common say- 


swordfish. 
ing from the language that enters more largely into 





the life and cha ter of a Korean gentleman th: 
anything else it would be Hal su mpta—There is 
no help for it, or It can 

A marked charact: 
mai his home is e 
is frankness and freedom in speech, but 
ness, and few conditions exist that would in any 
way offend in the best-ordered western household, 
Strange to say, ever 
















and devout Korean Confuci 
much of Christ and Christianity, and while he 
assented to and rejoiced in whatever of it agreed 
with his ancient faith he remained a Confucianist 
fim as ever. We took ship tiomone of the 
tern ports, and started for Japan, He had heard 
d customs in the 
sunrise Kingdom and was desirous to see some- 
thing of the benefits it would confely upon a race. 
The first sight that met him was tae depravity of 
the women, Selling themselves,” sasy he, 
the eyes of the public and for.copper money too.”” 
A year's residence ci 
that what he had seen 
but a natural wait. 





ist. He had heard 






























was not an 
Miler, Praised are so 


exception, 





depraved, the men must equally so, 
They know nothing ot Canta mea te 
fear of God is before their eyes. Western 


civilization only tends to enconrage such de- 
pravity.” Helived asin o kind of nightmare, 
horrot-stricken sights that he had ever 
dieamed of in his isolated kingdom. He saw two 
diunken English and Ametican sailors, and the 
so-called “‘respectables,” whose life was merely 
pleasure-seeking. ‘Your Christ,” says he, “has 
but a meagre hold upon you after all.” He had 
his Korean dress, laid 
ill f 











ide his top- 
ithful to the 
garments of his ancient faith, The more he saw 
ol life abroad, the more he sighed for his straw 
thatch and mud hut, where modesty and virtue 
had honour still, and where life was lived with 
some degree of regard for the teacl 
ancient sages. 

So he passes from us, one of the last and most 
unique remains of a civilization that has lived its 
day, His composure, his mastery of self, 
moderation, his kindliness, his scholarly attain 
ments, his dignity, his absolute good-for-nothing- 
ness, or (better) unfitness for the world he lives in, 
all combine to make him a mystery of humanity 
that you cannot but feel kindly toward, and 
tensely i S. Gare in 
Korean Repository. 














ngs of the 
























LATEST 7ELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 
eee 
(Frou rine "Jara Thurs.) 
CHINESE LOAN CONCLUDED. 
OPENING OF WATERWAYS FIXED. 
London, Feb. 24. 
The Chinese internal waterways will be 
opened in June. China has concluded a 
loan for sixteen millions at 4} per cent. 
with the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 
and the German Asiatic Bank. 


THE ANGLO-FRENCH COMPIICA- 
TION IN WEST AFRICA. 
OFFICIAL DISAVOWAL. 

M. Hanotaux, the French Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, has informed Sir 
Edmund Monson, the British Ambas- 
sador, that the Sokoto incident is against 
the wishes and instructions of the French 
Government. 

ANOTHER FRENCH OFFICIAL ASSURANCE. 
MR. CHAMBERLAIN’S DETERMINED 
ATTITUDE. 

London, Feb. 26. 

In the House of Lords, Lord Salisbury 
stated that M. Hanotaux had since in- 
formed Sir Edmund Monson positively 
that no French force has entered Sokoto. 

In the House of Commons, a motion by 
Mr. Labouchere to reduce the vote forthe 
West Africa frontier force, which was a 
provocation to France, was rejected. Mr. 
Chamberlain said if the French hinterland 
extension were allowed to conlinue, with- 
out a corresponding British expansion, 
the latter's colonies would be strangled, 
hence the creation of a frontier force. 
Britain was anxious to maintain friend- 
ship with France, but could not allow her 
interests to be sacrificed. 

THE CHINESE LOAN. 
‘LIKIN” DUES MORTGAGED. 
London, Feb. 25. 
The guarantee for the Chinese loan in- 











ber of concubines, propriety and good order 
obtain 
T once made a journey in company with a strict 








cludes the unpledged portion of the 
Customs Port /idin duty. 
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HEAVY SENTENCE ON EMILE ZOLA 
EXCITEMENT IN PARIS. 

Emile Zola has been condemned to a 
year’s imprisonment and 3,000 francs fine. 
The sentence is the severest the law per- 
mits. It was hailed with frantic enthu- 
siasm in Paris, The audience in Court 
was allowed during the trial to cheer and 
hoot unrestrained. 

TRIUMPH OF MILITARISM. 

The London press is unanimous that 
the sentence on Zola means the triumph 
of the military over the civil power. 

‘THE “MAINE” EXPLOSION. 
EXCITEMENT ON NEW YORK EXCHANGE. 

Almost a panic prevails on the New 
York Stock Market owing to strong ru- 
mours that inquiry is proving that the ex- 
plosion on the Maine was not accidental. 


RUSSIA’S POLICY IN CHINA. 
HER PORTS QPEN TO COMMERCE. 
Mr. Curzon, Under Secretay of State 
for Foreign Affairs, read a note in the 
House of Commons from M. Muravieff 
declaring that any port occupied by Rus- 
sia in China would be open to the ships 

and commerce of the world. 


GREEK LOAN CONCLUDED. 
INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEE. 

The Greek Loan negotiations have been 
concluded, Great Britain, France, and 
Russia guaranteeing four millions at three 
percent. The remainder to be borrow- 
ed at higher interest without foreign 
guarantee. 

DETERMINED ATTEMPT TO 

ASSASSINATE 
KING GEORGE OF GREECE. 
Nine Suors Firen. 
EXCITEMENT AND ENTHUSIASM AT 
ATHENS. 
London, Feb. 28. 

While the King of Greece was driving 
in the outskirts of Athens with his daughter 
he was assailed by two men armed with 
rifles. Nine shots were fired, and an 
attendant was wounded; but the King was 
untouched. His Majesty displayed great 
courage and songht only to shield the 
princess. All parties deplore the attempt, 
Thousands of persons gathered in front of 
the palace in the evening giving vent to 
ovations, On Sunday there was a ‘Te 
Deum in the Cathedral. Immense crowds 
lined the route and acclaimed their Ma- 
jesties. The assailants escaped, and 
have not been traced. 

ASSAILANT ARRESTED. 


London, March 1. 

A man named Karditza, employed by 
the Athens municipality, has been arrest- 
ed. He admits firing at the King, and 
regrets the failure of his attempt. 

PARLIAMENTARY BY-ELECTION. 

Lord Edmond Fitzmaurice has been 
elected member of Parliament for Crick- 
lade, in the Liberal interest. 

THE BRITISH ARMY. 
LARGE INCREASE DEMANDED. 

Mr. Brodrick, M.P., Parliamentary 
Secretary to the War Office, in submitting 
the Army Estimates, asked for 180,513 
men, the largest number in the present 
century. He proceeded to rebut the 
charges that the Army was in a state of 
collapse. He showed by figures that after 
the despatch of 75,000 men abroad in case 
of a big war, they would still have another 
full army corps besides reserves, but the 





artillery was deficient, hence the demand 

to increase it, 

THE FAR EASTERN SITUATION. 
FRANCE WILL MAKE NO SEIZURE. 

M. Hanotaux has intormed Sic Edmond 
Monson that France has not the slightest 
intention to imitate Germany and seize a 
naval base in China. 


RISING IN BRITISH WEST AFRICA. 
DESPATCH OF TROOPS. 

Reuter’s Agent at Freetown wires that 
a general rising has occurred in the Sierra 
Leone hinterland. Officers of the frontier 
police have been attacked. A detachment 
of the West India regiment has been: des- 
patched to the interior. 


THE “VICTORIOUS” COURT- 
MARTIAL. 


OFFICERS REPRIMANDED, 

The Court-martial appointed to inquire 
into the grounding of the Victorious has 
severely reprimanded the Commander 
and staff. 

CRICKET IN AUSTRALIA. 
London, March 1, 

In the final test match between Stod- 
dart’s team and an Australian eleven at 
Sydney, the Englishmen were all out for 
335 runs and the Australians made 184 
for five wickets. 

LORD SALISBURY INDISPOSED. 

London, March 2, 

Lord Salisbury is confined to his room 

with an attack of influenza. 


THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 
BRITISH TROOPS NEARING BERBER. 
The British Nile brigade is advancing 

rapidly southward in light marching order, 
and is already within 24 miles of Berber, 
This movement is owing to the threatened 
attack on the camp at Atbara. 

CRICKET IN AUSTRALIA. 


In the last match at Sydney between 
the Aust ns and Stoddart’s team, the 
former were all out for 239 in the first 
innings, and the Englishmen made 172 
for nine wickets in the second innings. 


BRITISH ARMY INCREASE VOTED, 
The House of Commois has passed the 
increased votes for more men and higher 
pay of the Army, Mr. Labouchere’s motion 
to reduce the vote being rejected by a 
large majority. 
1 ee 
THE FIRE AT KOBE. 
L@SS OVER $500,000. 
(From our own Cornesronpanr.) 
Kobe, March 3, 8.40 am. 
An extensive fire broke out inthe sheds 
of the Kobe Pier Co.’s sheds, at one o'clock 
this morning. The estimatzd damage to 








the goods—principally cotton—exceeds a 
hundred thousand yen. 


Kobe, March 3, 6.39 p.m. 
From fuller investigations it is es mat- 
ed the damage from the fire is half million 
yen in cargo only. Owing to the impos- 
sibility of discovering the extent of in. 
dividual losses the Insurance Companies 
are convening a meeting. 





(Received by the Fiji) 
ARREST OF YE CHAI-SUN. 
Soul, Feb, 23. 
Ye Chai-sun was arrested at 3 p.m, to- 
day. He is believed to have been im- 
plicated in the plot for the assassination 








of Kim Heung-yuk. 





[March §, 1808. 


LIQUIDATION OF THE INDEMNITY AND 
THE RUSSIAN WARSHIPS IN PORT 
ARTHUR. 

Peking, Feb, 26. 

It is stated in trustworthy quarters that 
in the event of the Russian warships not 
evacuating Port Arthur when China pays 
off her Indemnity to Japan, and the latter 
withdraws her garrison from Wei-hai-wei 
in consequence, Great Britain seems in- 
clined to occupy Wei-hai-wei. 

THE CHINESE LOAN. 
Peking, Feb. 16. 

The Chinese Government is negotiating 
with the Shanghai and Hongkong Bank 
for a loan of 100 million taels. 

Peking, March 1. 

The negotiations for the Chinese Gov- 
ernment with the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank for a loan have been concluded. 

PRICE OF ISSUE. 

Arrangements for issuing the English 
half of the Chinese loan have been com- 
pleted at the price of go, anda percentage 
of 4}. 





RUSSIA AND DEER ISLAND. 
Séul, Feb. 27. 
Last evening Min Chhong-muk, acting 
Foreign Minister, gave a reply to the 
Russian Minister to the effect that the 
lease of Deer island will be granted to 
Russia. 
Chemulpo, Feb. 26. 
The Russian warship Gremiastchy and 
the American warship Concord entered 
here to-day, 
RUSSO-KOREAN BANK. 
Séul, March 1. 
The Russo-Korean Bank started busi- 
ness to-day. 
THE CHIEF INSPECTORSHIP OF POLICE. 
Séul, Feb. 28. 
Mr. Ye Chungku, Chief Inspector of 
Police, has been removed from his post on 
account of the arrest of Mr. Ye Chaisun, 
Mr. Kim Chaipong was last night ap 
pointed in his place. 
THE VICE-MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, 
Mr. Kim Chungha, Director of the 
Provincial Bureau, has been appointed 
Vice-Minister of Home Affairs, 
KOREAN CABINET CHANGES, 
Soul, March 2. 
Min Chhongmuk, Minister of Finance 
and acting Foreign Minister, and Ye 
Dochai, Foreign Minister, have been 
relieved from office at their own request. 











(From Farawes Pa 
THE BIG FIRE AT KOBE. 
Kobe, Mareh 3. 

Last night fire broke out in a warehouse of 
the Kobe Pier Company. 9,000 bales of Born: 
day and American cotton, 1,000 packages of 
iscellaneous goods, and four buildings cover. 
ing 1,100 fsubo were reduced to ashes. The 











total damage is estimated at jout yen 
1,000,000, ot which yen 7:0,000 are from the 
loss of cotton, 

Osuke, March 3. 


The fire that broke outin Kobe Pier godowns 
aU 1.20 a.m. this momng caused « heavy lose 
of raw cotton, 6 500 bales brought by the 
steamer Zdsumi Maru on the tat inst belonged 
to the Menka kaisha, Mitsui Bi Kaisha, 





David Harper & ‘Co,, Naigai-Menkaisha, 
Nichiin Boyeki Kaisha, and others. 500 
bales of American cotton and 1,50 bales 


Bonbay cotton also belonged to we above 
companies, their value being yen 300,000, The 
cotton belonging to the Mitsu: Bussan Kaisha 
is insured in the Tokyo Marine Insurance Cum- 
pany, and that of the Nichiin Kaisha in the 
Land and Sea Insurance Company. Other 
goods are said to be insured in the Nippon and 





other insurance companies, 
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OPENING OF TIENISIN. 
Nagasaki, March 4. 
The steamer GentaiMaru lelt here for Tien- 
tsin to-day on her first trip of the season. 
THE RUSSIAN CONSUL AT NAGASAKI. 
Nagasaki, March 4. 
M. V. Kastileff, Rassian Consul here, who 
has been away on leave, returned from Odessa 
this morning on the steamer Saratoff, 





CHESS. 


All Communications to be addressed to the Cums Evrior, 





_ The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 





Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, Uchi-Saiwai-cho Itchome (next to the Tokyo 


Club). 


Souurion or Prosuem No. 358. 
WHITE, BLACK. 
1-KitoK Bg =P Queens, or Knights 


2—Kt to Q 5 2—Any 
3—Kt to B 3, mate 


1—P Bishops 
2—P takes Kt 





a—KttoR5 
3—P to B 3, mate 
Correct solution received from W.B.M. only. 
“ Shak "—Ke Ba is met by P Bishops 
Ubreatening stale: 
D.—See our comments in last Saturday's 
















ue. 
This problem is one of the most difficult that 
we have ever published, which accounts for the 
failure of most of our solvers. ‘The compositi 
would be simply perfect. but for the “double 
P Knights, in which case mate can be given 
1 by Bishop or Kn 
Prosuem No. 361. 
By B. S. Laws. 
From Chess Players Chronicle, 












waite, 
White to mate in three moves, 


VYoxouama Cunss Cun. 
‘The first round in the Championship Tourney, 
concluded on Monday last, shows the following 
resulis :— 


Won. List: 
2 3 
3 2 
3 ° 
bj 3 
3 ° 
° 3 
3 ° 
Tennant ° 3 


Messrs. Fox, Hodges, Thomas, and Tennant 
are therefore knocked out of the tourney, whilst 
the remaining four players are to meet in the 
second round and will be matched as follows :— 
Mendelson v. Pollak. | Friedlander o, Weilbach 


Some good games may be looked for in this 
round (which is to conclude by end of March) 
for the players are better matched than they were 
in the first round, if we are to judge from the 
above table. 


Mr. Pollak has challenged Mr. Friedlander for 
a friendly match—of 10 games up—the latter 
conceding to his opponent the odds of two games. 
The match has already begun, the score standing 
now Pollak 3. lander 1, each of the players 
ored one win, The loser of the match 
is to pay one year’s subscription to the Y.C.C., a 
very satisfactory arrangement as far as the Club 
is concerned. 


















Cuess in Metpourne. 
‘The following tournament game, remarkable for 
the brilliancy of its termination, was played some 








time back at the Melbourne Chess—Club. ‘The pletely, 
Digitized by Or gle 


conte: are well known as representatives of 
Victoria in the telegraphic matches against New 


South Wales. 





Game, No. 366. 
(KB Opening.) 
White—Hayiland, ‘Black. —Wilson. 








WHITE, BLACK. witte, BLACK. 
1P Kg P Ky [2 BR3;  PxP 
2BBy BB 15 KixP — BxPeh 
3 KtKB3 KtQBz |10KxB Ki Ktgdch 
4P 93 PQ3 17K Ktq Kixkt 
5PB3 BK3 18QxKP R By 
6BxB = PxB 19PQy  KKt Kig 
7QK3  QQ2 20Kr'Q: RBs 
8 OxKt P R Kisq 21QK2 Ki By 
90R6 Ki B3 22 R R2 RxP 
wQR4 Castles = 23 PKKtg Rix KP 
1x Ky BKig 24 KxKe  RKigch 
12PKR3 PQs agKR2 Kt Kg 
13P Kis Ki Ke 

Position after Black's 25'h move, Kt to Kg! 
26PxKt QQ6 | 27 KR Ktsq and Black 


mates in four moves, 


A Brituiant Breviry. 
Played at Tiflis in December, 1894. 
Gama, No. 367. 
INDIAN DRYENCE. 
White. —M.A. de Smitten, 








BLACK. w BLACK: 
P Q3(4) 7PxP Ki KKis(d) 
2BQB4 PRK 3 8P KBs 9 95t") 
3P 04). BKK | o Ke RRS Rs kPl(1) 
x Ke 





5 PKs PxP tr QxBig) QxB (h) 
© QQK:3(c) Castles aud Black win 
NOTES. 

(a) In annotating a game between the same 
players, which was published in Le Stratégie some 
years ago, Mr. Steinitz, entitled this opening the 
Indian opening, Wecause, Iie says, the Bral 
played it agaist Cochrane, Two masters, Wina- 
wer and Prince Dadian, have tevived his début. 

(b) An excellent move. 


(c) 6 P takes P—6 B to KK'5 


4Q KB3 Kt KB3(b) | To PxKt 








to Q3 

Forced ov” oe of the threat of mate, by Q 

to Q8. 7. Q takes . 
followed by KKt to Q2, with a goou gane. 

(d) Again an excetlent rove. 

(e) ‘The attack is conducted with admirable 

rit; it can be said that from now the game is 
ily won, 
(1) A charming combination, ay brilliant as it is 
sound, 

(g) I-11 P takes B, Qto Kg ch would win the 








R, and if 

1QxP  PQB3 | 14 Kt Q2 Rs ch 
12 Gre PxkiP [15K i Bee 

13 RKBsq QxB 18QxRP BQs, 


and wins. 

(h) White cannot avoid the loss of a second 
Pawn, and his postiton is bad. ‘This game by its 
sparkling elegance is a veritable little gem.—La 
Stratégie. 


An experienced player sends us the following 
maxims :— 

1. Sit with your back to the light, and let your 
opponent have the glare in his face. 

2. Find what colour of men your opponent pi e- 
fers, and see that he does not get it, 

3. Whebea mok. joke heavily strong, 
tobacco while playing. 

4 ¢ also be a smoker, criticise the quality 
of his cigars. 

5 Alter playing, retain your hold of the piece 
as long as possible. He may give a start of satis- 
faction, and then you can place the piece else- 
where. 

6. When it is his turn to play, carry on a spark 
ling, epigrammatic and anecdotal conversation 
with the bystanders. 

7. The golden tule is * Fidget.” Witla litle 
practice, you will find that fidgetting will not ins 
jure your own play, while it will ruin bis com 
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MAIL STEAMERS. 
poe gee cen 
THE NEXT MAIL IS DUE 
Hongkong Melbourne 








Hongkong 


4 Hobengollern 





Hongkong Rosetta 
Hongkong Venus M, BMar.ar 
Hongkong 4. - Em. of Japan Th, Mar. 24 








x Left Hongkong via Kobe on the aSth Feb. at 6 a.m. 
2 Left Hongk on the 3rd inst. 


3 Left San Francisco on the ard February. 








THE NEXY MAIL LEAVES 













For Line, Steamer, Date, 
Hongkong P.M. Co. C of Rede Jfiro Fr. Mar. 6 
America 0.80.00, Belgie sa. Mar. 5 
Hongkong Rohit Tu. Mare 8 
shavahs Kobe Maru W. Mr. 9 
Hongkong Ym, of China 

Peru 

Melbourne 


Hohenzollern 





ARRIVALS. 


ench steamer, 2,080, R. Schmits, 25th 

s, & Kobe 24th Feb., 

ML S.S. Co. 

Fohn R. Kelley, American ship, 2,255, O. EB. 
Chapman, 2gth Feb.—New York, 4th Oct. 
Kerosene Orl.—Standard Oil Co. 

Nagato Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,149, S. Tsuji, 

Feb.,—Shanghai_ via ports, roth Feb, 
ippon Yusen Kaisha. 

, 2.186, Roberts, 25th 
Feb.,—Middlesborough, 24:h August, General. 
Order. 

Japan, British steamer, 2.795. Leigh, 26:h Feb., 

ndon via ports, & Kube 25th Feb., General. 

& O. S.N 


Glenavon, British 




















amer, 1911, Wm. Pithie, 

» via ports, and Kobe, 25h 
Feb., General, —Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Vechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Yagi 
26th Feb. Kaichi, 25th Feb. General. 
Nippon Yasen Kaisha. 

Tkai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,907, T. Sakai, 
26th Feb. Oraru via ports, 20st Feb., Gene- 
tal.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 866, J. Nagao, 
27th Beb.,—Yokles 26h Feb., Genetal.-- 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Fincen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,433, K. Naka- 
jima, 28th Feb.,—Otaru via ports, 231d Feb, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Higo Maru, Japanese steamer, 871, K. Yabe, 28th 
Feb ,—Yokkaich, 27h Feb , General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, 

Ise Maru, Japanese steamer, 771, J Arakawa, 
28th Feb.,—Kobe, 26th Feb., General—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha, 

British ship, 1,852, Hamilton, 28th 

, South Carolina, 2gth Sept., 

—Mitsui Bassan Kaisha. 

Japanese steamer, 1,064, C. Olsen 

ichi 28h Feb., 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Totomi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,396, N. Tate, 
and March,—Shimonoseki, 28:h Feb,, General. 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Vechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Yagi, 
2nd March, —Yekkaichi, 1st March, General. 
Nippow Yusen Kaisha, 

Idsumi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,999. R. Nu- 
nome, 2nd March,—Bombay via ports, General, 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha 

Rohilla, British steamer, 2,216, Lockyer, and 
March,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki and Kobe, 
st March, Mails and Geneval.—P. & O.S.N. 

0. 

Dorothea “Rickmers, G: steamer, 2,499, H. 
Pone, 31d March,—Rangoon, 13th Feb., Rice. 

rel, Samuel & Co. 

Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 866, J. Nagao, 
ged March,--Vokleaichi, 2nd March, General. 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Otaru Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,507, Tibballs, 
gid March,—Kobe, 2nd) March, tal. 
Nippohy Vusen Kaisha, 

Victoria, Buitish steamer, 1,991, J. Trnebridge, 
31d March,—Hongkang via ports, Kobe, and 
March, Mails and Genesal.—Dodwell, Carlill 
& Con, 

Belgic, 3vitish steamer, 2,6y5, J. H. Rinder, 3¢d 
Mare’ Hongkong vie port, 22nd Feb, Mails 

fier es & O. S.S. Co, 

Inal trom 
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Tokio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,360, E. W. Has- 
well, 3d March,—Australia via ports, & Kobe 
and March, Mails and General.—Nippon Yur 
sen Kaisha. 

Crefeld, German steamer, 2,988, C. V- Bardele: 
ben, gid March,—Nagasaki via Kobe 2ud 
March, General.—H. Alirens & Co., Nachf, 

Tamarind, Nowwegian steamer, 738, Jon Da 
vig, 4th March,—Ilo Lo, Rice and Suga 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Aikitsushima Kan, Japanese cruiser, 3150. 19 
guns, Capt. Y. Inouye, 4th March,—Shimidzu, 
3rd March. 

Hashidate Kan, Japanese Coast Defence vessel, 
4,278, 30 guus, Capt. S. Kamimura, 4th March, 
—Shimidzu, 3rd March, 

Bingo Maru, Japanese steamer, 3.677, 4) March, 
—London ‘Antwerp via pats, & Kobe, 31d 
March, General.—Nippon Vusen Kaisha. 

Higo Maru, Japanese steamer, 871, K. Yabe, 
ah March,—Yokkaichi, 3rd March, General, 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,645, R. Swain, 
4h) Marcl,—Shanghai via pots, 26h Feb., 
Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Shinagawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,001, K. 
Yamanouchi, sti March,—Ogasawara 28th 
Feb., General,—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Okinawa Maru, Japavese steamer, 1,041, Kata 
oka, 4h March,—Kobe, 3ed March, Lighthouse 
stores.—Lighithouse Department. 

City of Rio de Fanciro, American steamer, 2,246, 
Wea. Ward: 4th March,—San Francisco, 12th 

Feb. 





























and Honolulu, 20th Feb., Mails & Gene- 
ral.—P. M.S.S. Co. 
Oopack, British steamer, 2,517, J. Baker, sth 





March,—Liverpool via ports, and Kobe 4th 
March, General.—W. M. Strachan & Co. 








DEPARTURES. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P. 
Marshall, 25th Feb,,—Vanconver, B.C., Mails 
and General.—C, P. R, Co. 

Holstein, German steamer, 1,103, Epland, 26: 
Feb.,—Moji, Ballast.—Simon Evers & Co. 

Framnes, Norwegian steamer, 958, Gabriel, 
Feb.,—Kobe, Rice.—Samuel, Samuel 

Sendai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,064, C. Olsen, 
26th Feb.,—Yokkaichi, General—Nippon Yu 
sen Kaish 

Kagoshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,652, J. 

Ekstrand, 27th Feb.,—Seattle, Wash, 
General—Nippon Yusen Kai: 

Vechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Yagi, 
ath Feb.,—Yokkaichi, General —Nippon Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Hakusan Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,193, Kubota, 
28th Feb.,—Mororan, Bailast.—Japanese. 

Tkai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,907, T. Sakai, 
‘28th Feb.,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 866, J. Nagao, 
28th Feb.,—Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon Yu- 


sen Kaisha. 

Asagao Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,525, M. 

Hamada, 28th Feb). —Kobe, General.-—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Higo Maru, Japanese steamer, 871, K. Yabr, 


Ist March,—Yokkaichi, General.—Nippou Yu- 



























78, P. Cruelsen, 1st 

, Ballast.—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Glenavon, British steamer, 1,911, Wan, Pithie, 2nd 
Maich,—Moji, Balla ardine, Matheson & 
Co. 

Oceanien, French steamer, 2,080, R. Schmitz, 2nd 
flarch,—Marseilles via ports, Mails and Gene- 

_ tal. —M, M.S.S. C 

Esmeralda, British schooner, 120, J. T: 
tison, 2nd March,—Guam, General—Jardine 
Matheson & Co. 

Ise Maru, Japanese steamer, 771, J. Arakawa, 
and Match,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. . 

Kinshu Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,312, F. Brown, 
and March,—Seattle, Was! vid Kobe, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Nagato Maru, Javanese steamer, 1,149, S. Tsuji, 
and March,--Shanghai via ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Tokai Maru, Japanese steamer, 692, 
matsu, 2nd) March,—Yokkaichi, 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Finsen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,433. K. Nakas 
jima, 3rd March,—Kobe, General.—Nippon 
Yasen Kaisha. f 

Patroclus, British steamer, 3,323, ms 3rd 





















Mura. 


val 








Ge 





March,—Liverpool via ports, General, —Butler- 
field & Swice. 
Sendai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,064, (C. Olsen, 
3rd) March, — Yokkaichi, General. ay ipa 

J 


Wiser Kaistin, e866 N 
Go} 








Suminoye Maru, Japanese seam agao, 


8 


Digit b 





4th March,—Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon Yu 
sen Kais 

Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Truebridge, 
sth March,—Victoria, B.C. ‘and ‘Tacom 
Wash., Mails and General—Dodwell, Carlil 
& Co. 











|! PASSENGERS. 


ARRIVED. 
Per French steamer Oceanien, from Marseilles 
irs. Paisons, Mr. Kenjian, Mr. D. 
Mr. G. Hantal, Me, Vini- 
L. Meyer, Mrs, Pat- 





via ports :— 
Becker, Me. I. Keri 
zuka, Mr. R. Nom 
ran, Mr, Carl Hatin in cabie 

Per British steamer Rohilla, from Hongkong 
vid Nagasaki and Kobe :—M Havey, Mr. 
Lias, Mr. Kiene, and Me. Wrigley in cabin, and 
3 Chinese in steerage, 

Per British steamer Belgic, from Hongkong, 




















via ports:—Mr, N. Yates, Mr. J. S. Jamiesou, 
Mc. H. Collbran, Mr. A. Emanuel, Mr. A, Lefroy 
and servants, Mr. E, B.S. Edwards, Mr. H. I. 





Chope, Miss Devine, Mr. W. Hussma: Mr. E. 
Kranne and servant, Mr. C. S. Averill, Mr, Chas, 
Rogers, Mr. R. Kirby, Mrs. Sargent and servant 
in cabin. For Honolulu :—Mis: J.S. Clark, Miss 
S. R. Officer, Mr. Stewart Clark in cabin, For 
San rancisco:—Mr. T. D. Stinson, Lieut. W.S. 
Biddle, aud Mr. Geo. B. Swayne in cabin. 














Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, trom Shang 
‘aval 


hai via ports:—Lieut. Genera 






Mi: i 
stone, Mr. Philip London in cabin; Miss J. Kuro- 
ki, Me. J. Goto, Mr. C. Arai, Mr. C. Ro Wood 
tidge, Mr. A. J. Solwood in second class; 23 in 
steerage: 

Per American steamer City of Rio de Fanetro, 
from San Fianeisco ut. B, O. Scott; U.S.N,, 
Dr. L. S Wilcox, U.S. Consul to Hankow, Mrs. 
L.'S. Wilcox, Mr. M. L, Bell, Miss Bell, Mu. & 
Mrs, J. King Goodrich, Mr. M, H. Hastogh, Mr. 
Max Boehwitz, Mr, W. RK. Mainwaring, Mr. 
4. B. Walford, Mi. and Mrs. Geo. W. Banks, 
Miss Banks, Mr. Geo, A. Adam, Mr, N. FL 
Drake, Mi, and Mis. T. E. Brittingham, Me. J 
M. Hixon, Miss L. D. Black, Mtr, E. B. Shawi 
A. FB, de Rutzen, Me E. FB. Seymour, Mr. E. 
Brocklemaun, Mr. Mitsutome, Mr. ¥. Shimauch, 
and Mr. Andiew Vogs in cabin, 

DEPARTED. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, for Van. 
conver, B.C.:—M: G. W. Brown, Mr. Z. Hori 
Koshi, Dr. A. E. Kelsey, RN, Mi. F. Migeod, 
R.N., Mr. K. Liebe, Mr. Won, Lough, Me, 
August Schleicher, Mrs, E. R. D. Sewell & child, 
General & Mrs. C. B. Sharpe, Mr. Lonis Spitzel, 
Mi. K. Uchida, Mr. and Mis. J. G. Van Rija, 
Mr, H. Worbs in cabie, 

Per British steamer Coptic. for Hongkong via 
poits:—Mr. and Mis. Thos, Watson, Miss Wate 
sou, Mr, R. W. Borthwick, Mis. R. H, Passmore, 
Mrs. W. Harrison, Chief Eng. Prozovoff, Me. and 
Mrs. Bengen, Mes. W. W. Campbell, two children 
and amah, Mi. J. H. McMichael, Mr. Paul C. 

Chavles Rogers, Mr. J. R. Cli 




































ive, Mr. 
Ir. Ry 





J. H. White, Me. a 
Kirby, Me. F. H2 Tanuec, Mis. F.K. Hunt, Mes, 
W. Davidson, Lieat, Count Litke, Mr. W. 


Daniels and Mr. Daniel Juhuson in cabin, 

Per French steamer Oceanien, for Marseilles 
and ports :—Commanda: Lombard, Mr. Baboy, 
Mr. Rieff, Mr. R. Rueeg, Mr. J. A. Thomas, Mi. 
I. L. Mackay, Miss Mackay, Miss M. 
Mr. and Mes. W. B. Vanderlip, Mrs. Moutford, 
Mrs. and Miss Eymard, Mr, Clanote Eymard, 
Mr, James R. Hall, Mc, Izaka, Mi. Dubaffet, 
Mc E. J. Pereira and servant, Mis. and Miss 
Pereira and 2 children, Mr. Pow Yong Chso, and 
Mrs. Ab Ling in cabin 

















LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
IMPORT 
Thee has heen some eng 
prices, but little business has been done, while the 
demand for grey shirtings has been fully supplied 
for the time, A few “special” sales have been 
made in fancy cottons and woollens, at former 
prices, but the demand is anything but brisk. In 
taw cotton, the destruction by five at Kobe of a 
lage stock just arrived, has sent prices up from 
10 to 15 cents. a picul, with a probability of a fur- 
ther tise. 








ry for yarns, at firm 








COPLOT PIECE GOONS 
ngS—NIM, 38h yids. gyinches $2 55 t 


sinches 





Grey Shir 





85 
2.80 to 3.35 
1.80 ty 2.00 
195 to 2.90 
200 to 3.75 

Paw eam 


0.18) t0 0.25 





Cotton—Ttatians 


le se inches 








WOOLLENS. 


ran rane 
$0.30 ts 0.50 
0.35 to 0.41 





930 to 0.324 






Cloth, 30 yauds, 32 inches 
Common 0.25 tw 0.374 
0.15 two aa 
0.35 10 0.50 
0.60 10 0.75 
0.50 10 0.85 


o50 1 






7.75 to 
0.75 to 1.00 
1,50 to 4.70 








‘obertson, |, 


175 tv 210 


2.40 to 2.70 









300 to 3.50 
438-50 to 39.50 
41.00 to 43 00 
44.09 to. 45.00 
46.00 to 48.00 
51.75 to $4.50 
61.00 to 63.00 
75.00 t0 77.00 
99.00 to 100.00 
72.00 to 79 00 
89.00 to 95.00 
112,00 to 124.00 
ran ricut. 
$20.10 to 20.80 
20.50 to 21.00 
a1 to a1.so 








32, Doubles 
; Doubles 







Nos. 2/100, Plai 
Nos, 2/60, Gassed 
Nos. 2 80, Gassed 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed 

RAW COTTON. 
American Middling 
Indian lroacl 
Chinese. 













ANCEALS. 


Acivals laving baen rather heavy during the 
past fortnight, buyers are not eager to do business 
except at considerable reductions, which, so far 
have ot been conceded, and as a consequence 
little business has been done, 





Rownd and aquare § inch. and upward.415 to 4.60 
Iron Plates, assorted deat ae) 
‘ 5.10 to §.30 
9.20 to 10.50 
600 to 6.50 
590 lo 6.00 
- 2.0§ to 220 
00 to 5.25 












zed Iron sheet 
Wire Nails, assurted . 
Lin iat r box 
Pig lean, He 


, 
Moop Iron (i to 14 inch). 








KEROSENE, 

A decided improvement has taken place in the 
tone of the market, and a fair business has been 
Wansacted at prices from 5 to 10 cents. higher 
than were quoted last week: 


Ament 





{2.00 to 2.07 
19s tor 
1.85 





SUGAR, 


Avtivals and sales of Brown kinds have about 
kept pace. The arsivals of Manila amount 
to about 4,000 piculs aud sales to some 3,000 
picnls. In China sorts 7,400 piculs have arvived 
and sales amount to 7,900 piculs. There has been 
a tise in prices of 10 cents in Manilas and about 
scents in Chinas. There is at present na Kor- 
tmosa stock in the market. Nothing has been done 
in White Refined. 


Brown T 
Rrown 











44.10 to 4.20 
4.50 t0 5.35 
3.85 to 3.90 
3.85 to 4.50 
6.50 to 7.00 
7.35 t© y.o0 





EXPORTS. 


RAW SILK, 

The demand during the past week has been 
light for export, but brisk for native manufac- 
turers, A little foreig iness has been done, 
however, at some reduction in quot. Stocks 
have been reduced to 5,700 piculs. Shipments 
consist of 40 bales per Oceanien for Ewope 
20 bales per Kinshu Maru lor Ametica, 


quorations. 
tures—Metra 9 


























Nomina 
930 to oyu 
920 to 930 
880 to 890 
goo to 910, 
850 to 860 
850 to 860 
820 to 830 
8yo to 900 
820 to 830 
800 to 810 
780 to 760 

















Kakedas—E 
Kakedas—N. 





840 to 850 
820 to 830 
790 to 800 
+ 760 to 770 


x 
ont 
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‘The market is very qui 
changed. A large shipm 
was made by the Ocea 

Europe. Stocks are est 


d prices remain an- 
settled, 
im, of 1,266 piculs for 
vated at 4,700 piculs. 








5 to 120 
1g to 110 
to to 115 
100 to 103 
goto 95 
10 to 75 
65 to 67% 
115 to 120 
400 to 110 
goto 95 
60 to 55 
s5to s7t 
95 to 100 
85 to go 
25 to 30 


—Joshu, Go 
20 to 224 


Kibiso—Bushu, fF: 
There | ho transactions of consequence 
in teas du week. The stock in hand—of 
oor amounts to some goo piculs 
and the only shipments have been 730 packages 
for Europe and 943 packages per Kinshiu Maru 
for America. All quotations are nominal 
Quorations. 














EXCHANGE. 
‘ilver again lower } and China sterling ex- 
e also } tod lower causing our 
to be raised, b ge otherw: 


Sterling—Bank 

































Bills on demand 
- — 4 months’ sight 

e 4 months’ sight 
6 months’ sight 






On Paria—Bai 
On Lyons. 
On Ametica—Bank Bills on demand... 49 
— Private q months’ sight... 50} 
On Germany—Bank sight 
—_ Private ¢ month 

Ow Hongkong—Ban' 
— Private rodaya’wight 
Bank sight 
Private 10 days’ sig 
Ow Dadia— Bank sight. 
— Private 30 days’ sight 

Hes Silver (London) 


- WATERING 
, APPARATUS 


* Non-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
\ and Street Washers. 


Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘Apparatus. 


{ Gum-Metal, Copper; and Cast- 
‘ mn Cocks and Valves. 


| Es CUESNIER, E.6.P., 


Engineer and Cook Mnfr., 

| (Successor, of ACHILLE CADET) 
B27, Rue des Taillandiers, 

H PARIS. 

|. stydropathic and Massage Appars- 


| tus ‘supplied tothe Vichy” Co. 
| Varour Baths (Berthe systems). 











On Si 









: Apply to Bovrs & Co. 
Fe M. Orrew &C 








December 5, 1896. 


CARD. 
REGINALD H. MARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 
Is prepared to execute orders for AUSTRA- 
LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, LEATHER 
and BONES. 
Address : 
Care of Japangse Coxsuxate, 


98, Queen Street, Melbourne, 
Australia, 





SOFT WHITE 
HANDS 


INA 


SINGLE 
NIGHT 


Bathe and souk the hands on 
retiring In ustrong, het, creamy 
lather of CUTICURA E. 
Dry them thoroughly, 
freely with CUTICURA, gi 
ext of emolllenteand ebin ¢ 

ear, during the night, 
gloves, with the 
ends cut off and air hole 
palma (sce illustration). 
































Discolored 
Hands, 
Dry, 
Fissured, 
+ Itching, 
Feverish 





Painful 


Finger 
Ends, 

‘This 
‘Treatment 18 
shnply 
‘Wonderful. 


Beinn ‘Handa post tee. 


MILKMAID 


BRAND 


ONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
J refined sugar added. 
‘ff Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 














December 18th, 1897. 3m. 





Google 





[ A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Twe OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January 1st, 1895. 


it 
») GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 


wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
|, S28: Petfumery, ‘and cheshleals. 


8, USHING, AND PULVERISING 
— MMAGHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS. 


Y Address Messrs, Gc. ROHDE & C0.,] 
























November 21st, 1896. 
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Trade Mark on every Casting. 
; , 
{acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
“SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL ONSTRU TIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 
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MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 


Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 
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NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE.. 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICK ALWAYS, BUT 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural perfume 
made from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 


“AOLINE” PERFUME. “Most Refreshing.” 


“AOLINE” TOoULEeT SOAP 
for the Complexion, 
“AQLINE” TOILET POWDER imparts » 
delightful bloom to the complexion, 
“AOLINE” SACHETS, Delighttal for Handker- 
chiets, Glover, &c. 
“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Softening and 
veantifying for the complexion, 
Of all Chemists and Stores. 
J. KE, ATKINGON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 
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The Physician’s Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and Gravel; the 
safest and most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sic 
ness of Pregnancy. 


September “roth, 1897. gim. 
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“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Scent.” —H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor’ 


January rst, 1898. qy. 
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Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
and Export Oilmen generally. | 
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Cheapest for Beef Tea and Kitchen Use. 


BIG 
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WHO ISSUE SEMI-ANNUALLY THE MOST COM> 
PREHENSIVE 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 


AND 


BUYERS’ GUIDE. 


Containing 800 pages (8 by 11 inches), 14,000 lus. 
freon ee midabie quotations, and Twenty 
SPECIAL PRtcw Lists, devoted to diskinetivel 
of GENERAL MERCHANDIS| 


% NS, PLANOS, BOOKS “on 
PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS, 
ARKIAGES. BOOTS and SHO! 
LOAKS, DRESSES, 
RETS 


ditiously at minimum pricos. 
‘Goods Gunranteed as Represented or Money Refunded. 


Montgomery Ward & Co., 
‘CHICAGO, U.S. Ax 
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THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
| HOLLOWAY’'S PILLS. 





ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
| purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills, 


Sin Samus in his work entitled * The Nil 

fe inform the that | wasa Doctor, and t had the best 
medicines atthe service of the sick, with advice gratis, Int 
short time’I had many applicants, to whom | served ‘out & 
‘quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex: 
Plorer, As, possessing unmistakable purgative ties, they 
Ereate an’ undeniable effect upon the patient, which satistes 
them of their value,”* 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
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in China, published in 1871, says—'*1 had with me 4 qui 

Hotioway's Ointment. "I gave some to the people, snd nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and,in consequence, milk,fowls 
butter, and horse feed poured in'upon us, until at last'a teat 
spoonful of Ointment was worth-a fowl and'any qnantity of 








nd Medicine Vendors throughout the 
vet, hor. 














Printed and Published for the Proprietor, at 5 
Settlement, by “Aciwun Brttauy Brows, ot" Nooklands,’ 
Novssé, BlUf, Vekohama.—Satorpar, Mace s 1898, 








The Hapan @ 





A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LI 


eckly Mail: 


ERATURE, AND ART. 








REGISTERED AT UME G4P-06 
ASA NEWSPAPER, 


No. 11.] 


YOKOHAMA, MARCH 


12TH, 189 


ASfE+t=eB 


8. bite? Deka 


Vou, XXIX. 





CONTENTS, 


re Pr 
Japanese Pro 
The 


Tighe Works 





'y Casto 
Fires at Kobe .. 
Japanese Pacts 
Incident of the Russian Inter 


Jun 
News of the Day.. 
Arnold, Norma 
Correspondence : 
‘The Gold Stendard, 


‘and an interviewer... 

















The Fagan Weebly Mail, 


“ palsce QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!" 








NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ! JAPAN 
Ly Matt” must be authenticated by the name 
address of the writer, not ior publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. € 
It is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed tothe MaNacer, and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
addressed to the Ep1ToR. 

















Yoxouama: Saturday, Marcu 12TH, 1898. 








BIRTHS. 

Op 3rd instant, at8, Woosung Road, Shanghai, 
the wile of Jamus M. Rope, of a son. 

On the 22nd January, at Wiesbaden, the wife 
of M. von Branb7, formerly German Minister to 
China, of a daughter. 

DEATHS. 

On March 10th, at his residence, 3, Aoicho, 
Akasaka, Tokyo, the Rev, Gurpo F. Verpeck, 
D.D., aged 68. 

At 6, Chaoufoong Road, Shanghai, on the 27th 
of February, 1898, Lizzts THompson Smits, the 
deaily beloved wife of James Ferrier, China 


Merchants? S. N. Co, 











SUMMARY OF NEWS. 








M. Harwanp, French Minister to Japan, has 
arrived in Tokyo from Marseilles. 


Tar British Government has appointed Mr. 
Consnl-General Jordan as British Minister to 
Korea. 
Tur Washington House of Representatives and 
Senate have passed large Credits for defensive 
measure, 








A taror junk named the Meitsu Maru was 
wrecked on the Hachijo Islands on the 16h 
ult, The crew were saved. 


Tue preliminary inquiry in the Kobe Customs 
scandal concladed on the 7th instant. Of 


Go gle niVERErT 


accused, 12 were discharged, and one having 
died during the examination, the remaining 42 
were committed for trial 





Firgs occurred in Ishinomaki, Sendai, and Ino- 
kama, Rikuzen, on the 8th inst., destroying 100 
and 50 houses respectively, 


Tue Japanese cruiser Kong Kan, now at 
Shinagawa, is about to leave for a cruise to 
Australia, with 26 naval cadets on board. 


3 Russra has made a request that she should be 


conceded the privilege of laying the Liaowung 
railway terminating in Port Arthur. 


Tue soth anniversary of the promulgation of 
the Italian Constitution was celebrated at the 
Italian Legation in Tokyo on the gth instant, 








A Bixt for the abolition of the regulations for 
encouraging the direct export of raw silk is to 
be submitted to the forthcoming session of 
Dict. 


Ir is reported that Dr. Tsuboi Jiro, of the Im- 
perial University, who was despatched to For. 
mosa, has discovered a cure for the black 
plague. 


Tue Department of Agriculture and Commerce 
has commenced the inspection of exhibits in- 
tended for the Paris International Exhibition 
of 1900. 


Tue British Naval Estimates amount to £23,- 
778,000 and provide for an increase of 6,340 
men, three new battleships, four cruisers, and 
four sloops. 
Ong man was killed and several wounded 
in the course of the elections for the Lower 
House during the past week. A number of 
soshi have been arrested. 





Cana, investing full authority in her Minister 
Hu King-ching in St. Petersburg, has opened 
negotiations with the Russian Government as 
to the latter’s demands. 


Tue strike of engine-drivers and stokers on the 
Japan Railway Company has been settled, the 
company conceding the men's demands. Wages 
will be raised from 30 to 35 sen per day. 


Tur Russian Government is about to establish 
a Mint at Viadivostock. It is stated that the 
new coinage is chiefly intended for the payment 
of wages on the Manchurian Railway, 


Tue eight torpedo-destroyers now in course of 
construction in England for the Japanese Navy 
are to be named after the most famous Japanese 
aword-smiths, such as ‘‘ Masamune,” ‘ Kani- 
misu,” etc, 


Tue Daido Gakko school inthe Settlement, 
Yokohama, devoted to the instruction of Chin- 
ese children, was opened on Wednesda 
The number of scholars already admitied is 
said to be 100 








Enetanp, while ad g China to take a firm 
decision, has informed her that were she to 
acquiesce in Russia’s demands, England would 
make a similar demand in order to maintain 
the balance of power. 





Russta continues hurrying troops to the Far 
East. Her own cruisers being insufficient, it 
has been arranged to employ French steamers 
for the conveyance of reinforcements. The 
first of these will leave shortly with a force of 
2,000 men, 
Since the beginning of this year the following 
Japanese steamers have either been stranded 
or in collision—the Ariisoura Maru, Eikaku 





Waru, Kosaki Maru, Xamogawa Maru, Meiji 





Maru, Kage Maru, Choshin Maru, Kyoyo 
Maru, ¥yumon Maru and Hiroshima Maru. 


Russta had demanded the lease of Port Arthur 
and Talienwan for 99 years, and insisted on « 
reply in 5 days. In the House of Commons, 
Mr. Curzon announced that the Government 
had telegraphed to Pekin and St. Petersburg, 
enquiring about the matter, 

HLH. Rear-Admiral Prince Arisugawa Take- 
hito, Commander of the Standing Squadron, 
has been appointed to the Naval Command 
Bureau and a member of the Naval Council. 
Rear-Admiral Nomura, Commander of Yoko- 
suka Admiralty, has succeeded the Prince in 
command of the Standing Squadron. 





Sxgious plague riots have occurred at Bombay. 
Mussulmans and Hindoos have stoned the 
plague authorities and police, who fired, killing 
several persons. The riots spread to an alarm- 
ing extent, and troops, artillery and volunteers, 
were called out. Two European soldiers were 
battered to death, and many Europeans seriously 
injured. 


Ara Cabinet council held at Séul on the oth 
inst. all the Ministers of State, with the exception 
of Min Chhun-muk, acting Foreign Minister, 
maintained that a reply should be forwarded to 
Russia, in the sense that the Russian drill-in- 
structors, financial adviser, and others should 
be dismissed. Min Chhun-muk opposed this 
contention and avowed that the independence 
of Korea could not be maintained except by the 
help of Russia. Min Chhun-muk has submit- 
ted his resignation. 





Tue following dates e been fixed for the 
regattas on the Sumida river, Tokyo:—Kinjo 
Middle School, 19\h March ; Mitsui Zenyuk 
3rd April; Imperial University, gth April; 
Higher Commercial School, roth April; High 
School, 11th April; Bank of Japan, 17th Apri 
Nihon Chugaku Taiiku Kai (Japan Middle 
School Athletic Society), 23rd April; Noblea’ 
School (Gakushuin), r4th April; Higher Com- 
mercial School, rst May; and Keiwo Gijiku, 
13th March off the shore of Shibaura, near 
Shinagawa. 








Tue Import market during the past week re- 
sumed toa great extent the dead and dull condi- 
tion that prevailed three months ago. Some 
litle business has been doing in yarns, but not 
much, and in shirtings, fancy cotton, and wool- 
lensthere is nothing to report. There has been 
a fair demand for raw cotton for the spinning 
mills, and in view of the destruction of this 
stock in the fire at the Kobe Pier Godowns, 
prices are on the rise, Metals generally are 
very flat, but there has been, according to 
Japanese papers, quite a rush on foreign nails, 





«|several large purchases having been made on 


behalf of a Tokyo buyers, from foreign firms 
in Yokohama, The kerosene market is quiet, 
at steady rates, and in sugar only a small 
business from day to day has been transacted. 
The import of large shipments of rice from 
Bangkok, Rangoon and Saigon continue, and 
the grain appears to be meeting with in- 
creased favour among consumers in the interior. 
In exports the only item of importance is silk, 
and in this staple the transactions during the 
past week have been very moderate. Holders 
are not willing to make any concessions in 
view of the small stock in hand, and as this is 
of inferior quality for the most part, buyers are 
cautious, The export of silk stuffs—Aadutae 
and handkerchiefs, etc. —to America and 
France, is small. Nothing is doing in tea, 
‘and the market is practically closed, 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS, 
eS 

The Nichi Nichi Shimbun writes about the 
recent strike on the part of the Japan Railway 
Company's operatives at Utsunomiya and else- 
where. Naturally our contemporary insists on 
the difference between the employés of a simple 
commercial and industrial enterprise, the pro- 
secution or interruption of which concerns only 
a few capilalists, and the employss of a railway 
which constitutes a public vehicle of communi- 
cations and acts as a carrier of the nation’s 
mails, Happily the receut strike did not prove 
a protracted affair, so that no very serious in- 
convenience resulted, but its dimensions might 
have been much larger, and, at any rate, the 
fact of its occurrence is unpleasantly sugges- 
tive. Without attempting to discuss the rights 
or wrongs of the question at issue between the 
Japan Railway Company and its servants, the 
Nichi Nichi impresses upon both the gravity of 
their responsibilities, and upon the Authorities 
the advisability of providing by legislation 
means of dealing with such emergencies, In 
1885, a law was enacted imposing severe penal- 
ties upon sailors who should combine for mu- 
tinous purposes, or refuse to obey duly constitut- 
ed authority, or desert their ship. But there is no 
corresponding law for the restraint of railway, 
post-office, telegraph and telephone employés. 
That is a plain defect. It is not to be under- 
stood, of course, that in pointing out the need 
of such a law the Micki Nicht implies the 
existeuce of fault on the side of the employs 
only. There is no question of passing judg- 
ment on either party. Our contemporary 
claims that it simply calls attention to a legisla- 
tive lacuna which ought to be speedily reme- 
died in view of Japan's greatly aliered aud 
rapidly altering circumstances. 





oe 

The Jisi Shimpo discusses the same subject 
and is evidently inclined to lay the blame chief. 
ly on the railway officials, It recalls the fact 
that the inauguration of the Japanese Railway 
Company was not a mere affair of money- 
making. Sixteen years-ago people’s minds had 
not yet turned to railways as a lucrative enter- 
prise, and it was only through the great influence 
of Prince Iwakura that capitalists were induced 
to embark in the affair, They took the step 
reluctantly, believing that they might as well 
throw their money into a mud-heap, and with- 
out a large measure of State aid and official 
persuasion the project would never have 
matured. Hence the Japan Railway may 
be regarded in the main as an offi- 
cial enterprise, and in the administration 
of its affairs and the conduct of its business 
one may detect many of the abuses incidental 
to all such undertakings when the Government 
is connected with them. As an example of the 
looseness that disfigures the management, re- 
ference may be made tothe defalcation that 
occurred some months ago. A sum of some 
twenty thousand yea was involved, and the 
frauds hed extended over a long interval, yet 
discovery resulted only from the voluntary cou 
fession of the guilty parties. The fact is that 
the officials of the line are still infected with the 
evil custom of former times. They think that 
their chief duty is to ran about currying favour 
with the big shareholders instead of attending 
to the business of the line, If they reflected 
that times have changed radically; that the 
shares have passed from the hands of men who 
invested through public-spirited motives into 
the hands of men who want good profits before 
everything ; and that the company bas come to 
possess nearly a thousand miles of lines, and to 
be answerable for the discharge of all the public 
responsibilities connected with such a charge, 
they would probably see the wisdom of altering 
their methods, It is indubitable that the recent 
strike was long pending, and that the Railway 
officials had full cognisance of the fact. They 
onght to have been well able to avert it, for 
their ultimate action shows that they were pre- 
pared to make satisfactory concessions. 

* 



































This strike furnishes a topic for a very long 


eae 
dissertation in the columns of the Nippon. 
Digitized by (0 


Stikes are regarded by our contemporary as 
one of the concomitants of Westerm civilization, 
the tendency of which is to accentuate inequal- 
ities in the distribution of wealth and widen 
the gulf between the rich and the poor. Soci- 
alism is the inevitable outcome of such condi- 
tions. There are as yet no strong evidences of 
socialistic impulse in Japan, but in truth the 
O do—monarchical system—of former times 
embodied the best principles of socialism, and 
was in marked contrast to the 4a-do—sway of 
the strong—which is the essence of Western 
civilization, owing to the absorbing pursuit of 
self-aggrandisement and money-making. To 
what our contemporary’s reflections tend for 
practical purposes it is not easy to discover, but 
the Wippon's general idea seems jo be that men’s 
attention should be directed to these problems 
before they develop dimensions that defy solu 
tion, Passing from the realm of theory, our 
contemporary prefers sweeping charges against 
the Government for leaving the nation entirely 
without laws adapted to these new conditions, 
and for anch displays of incompetence 
and corruption as totally disqualify it to 
be entrusted with the charge of enterpri 
which, in consideration of the relation they bear 
to public convenience and the discharge of 
public business, are elsewhere regarded as pro- 
perly falling under State control. The Vippon 
thinks that among the most serious dangers of 
the time a foremost place must be given to rail- 
ways run solely in the money-making interests 
of selfish companies, and that to institute a 
proper system of official supervision is an im- 
perative duty. 

















ate 


The Mainichi Shimbun continues to in 
upon its familiar argument that Japan's policy 
should have for its main objects the develop- 
ment of her material resources, the avoidance of 
all entangling alliances aud the rendering of 
such assistance to Chins as shall lead her into 
the path of progress. Our contemporary thinks 
that the first chapter in the history of the Far- 
Eastern problem has now been closed. The 
fierce monsters that threatened to rend China 
into pieces have disagreed between themselves, 





nd paused out of mutual jealousy. They 
now stand in an attitude of readiness, 
Russia on the north, France on the south, 


and England in the Yangtsze Valley. In 
view of Russian menaces, England sees no help 
except 10 court an alliance with Japan. 
But Japan mast remember that such 
alliance would array the other Powers against 
her, Equally if she joined hands with Russia 
she wouid alienate England’s friendship, Her 
course, then, is to stand neutral and prepare 
vigorously for the opening of the second chapter 
of the problem’s history, an event that can not be 
very far distant. In the meanwhile she should 
spare no effort to contribute to the safety of 
China, her neighbour, her relative, the parent of 
her civilization. China's plight is miserable at 
present, but she has immense resources and an 
enormous population of industrious, intelligent 
people, If she only emerges from her conser- 
vative groove, she can not lail to become strong. 
It should be Japan's aim to bring about that 
end, Our contemporary’s article—signed “ Abe 
Toyo "—abounds in generalities but is entirely 
devoid of practical details. 











ae 

The closing of the first phase of the Far- 
Eastern question is discussed by the Kokumin 
also, Each of the Great Powers concerned, 
according to our contemporary’s view, has 
gained something. ~Germany is established at 
Kiao-chou; Russia has obtained a footing at 
Port Arthur, and England hasnot onlyannounced 
apolicy that does high credit to her statesmanship 
and hermorality, but has also secured its recogni- 
tion by Russia, Germany and France. The 
Kokumin sefers at some length to the declara- 
tions made by British publicists, and says that the 
sentiment of the nation is evidently auanimons, 
It does indeed wppear that England received a 
“set back” in connexion with the opening of 
Talien, but if she made a concession at one 
point, she achieved her purpose in other 











sole We need not pursue the Kodu- 


gle 








min’s analysis : it is merely a recapitulation of 
the statements forwarded by the telegraph with 
reference to the ouicome of the negotiati 
between the Governments in Peking and in 
London. But we may call attention to our con- 
temporaty’s conclusion that England having 
obtained from Russia 4 promise to respect the 
integrity of Korea, and from all the Powers a 
virtual engagement that they will not attempt to 
seek any exclusive advantages in China, owes it 
to her prestige to see that these pledges are 
fulfilled. 








Now that there isa tolerably certain prospect 
of China's paying off the remaining portion of 
the Indemnity in May, the Shogyo Shimpo 
urges the advisability of following Germany's 
example, as recommended by Bismarck ; namely, 
laying the money aside to serveas a fund for 
belligerent purposes should the occasion arise. 
The facts connected with the storing of a moiety 
of the French Indemnity at Spandau to forma 
War fund are related by our contemporary, and 
the impossibility of using national armaments 
to advantage, however strong they be, unless 
funds are available, is insisted on. How would 
it have fared with Japan when hostilities com- 
menced with her neighbour had she not 
happened to possess a surplus of some forty 
million yen in the Treasury? It is not for 
the purpose of making war that she expauds her 
armamenis: it is for the purpose of preserving 
peace. From the moment that a country is 
known to be thoroughly well prepared to fight, 
the disposition of other States to defy it sinks to 
zero, Buta country is not prepared unless it 
can lay its hands ona sufficient supply of funds 

t a moment's notice, Failing that ability, a 
nation’s armaments are valueless and its tran- 
quillity may be disturbed almost with impunity. 
The very wisest policy that Japan could now 
pursue would be to store away the gold she is 
about to receive from China and keep it re- 
solutely intact to serve as a war fund. 

















* 
ane 


Now that the larger excitement connected 
with China’s fate has temporarily subsided, at- 
tention is once more directed to Kussia's 
doings in Korea, The Zokyo Asahi is very 
emphatic on this subject. There ought to be 
no difficulty, it says, in determining the mean- 
ing of the Lobanow- Yamagata Convention, 
Prince Lobanow is dead but Marquis Yama- 
gata remains, and the Minister who was at the 
head of the Japanese administration at the 
time of the Conv 
power, Can Russia's proceedings in the peni 
sula be reconciled with any reasonable inter- 
pretation of the document? She interferes 
almost without a semblance of reserve in the 
domestic affairs of the little empire. At 
her fiat the Emperor’s Ministers are dis- 
missed or appointed. Her officers and non- 
commissioned officers direct the country’s 
military affairs. One of her subjects con- 
trols its finance, having obtained that power by 
ousting au Englishman on whose behalf Great 
Britain made a fruitless naval demonstration, 
She has preterred extravagant demands for con- 
cessions of land in the newly opened settle- 
ments, and she insists upon receiving a» large 
area for a coal depdt on Weer Island, opposite 
the Japanese Settlement of Fusan, careless of 
the fact that her appl u can not be granted 
without impairing Japan's already acquired 
rights, In short she is acting without the slightest 
regard either for Korea's independence or for 
the interesis of England, Japan, and the United 
States. She onght to be strenuously reminded 
of the Lobanow. Yamagata Convention, and the 
representation of the three States fouted by her 
should combine to restrain her arbitrariness, 


























The Hiogo News announces that the German 
Steamer Zrifos, on her way to Kobe in charge 
of an unlicensed pilot, ran down a junk in Shi- 
monoseki Straits, and then went ashore near to 
Dannoura Lighthouse at the eastern entrance, 
She was not detained long, however, as she 
proceeded on her voyage. One of the junk- 
men was drowned, 














March 12, 1898.} 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL, 


255 








THE SILVER YEN. 
os 
It is a matter of surprise that the Go- 
vernment does not adopt a more resolute 
policy with regard to the exchange of 
silver yen coins. Whether any real re- 
sponsibility ever devolved upon Japan to 
redeem all these coins with gold, is a ques- 
tion open to discussion. Certainly the hol- 
ders of silver yen in Hongkong, Singapore 
and so on, never had the least thought 
about redemption when they began to 
use the coins as tokens of exchange. 
They took them simply as discs of silver, 
the weight and standard of which could 
be certainly trusted not to vary beyond 
narrow limits. There was no more idea 
about the gold value of the yew than there 
was about the gold value of the Mexican 
dollar, It might be contended, with con- 
siderable show of plausibility, that although 
the Japanese Government was bound to 
exchange any silver yer found within its 
own borders, since the coin would cease 
to be legal tender under the new gold 
system, it was not bound to do anything 
of the kind with regard to silver yen cir- 
culating outside Japan in lieu of Mexican 
dollars and on precisely the same footing 
as Mexican dollars. Coins belonging to 
the latter category might be left to per- 
form currency functions in foreign mar- 
kets. Their intrinsic value to their holders 
would have remained precisely the same 
as the intrinsic value of the dollars they 
had replaced. In Singapore, for example, 
great inconvenience is now felt owing to 
the withdrawal of the silver yeu from 
circulation and the resulting insufficiency 
of tokens of exchange. A few enterpris- 
ing persons have doubtless benefited by 
collecting the yen and sending them to be 
changed in Japan at the ratio ruling in 
this country ; but had no such operations 
been undertaken, Singapore would have 
remained in exactly the same financial 
position as ever. It had no right to look for 
anything in the silver yen except a fixed 
weight of ‘silver of a stated fineness, and 
that right would not have been disturbed by 
the demonetization of the yen in Japan. 
One argument in the opposite sense 
may, indeed, be based on the fact 
that the circulating area of the yen 
is diminished when it ceases to be 
legal tender in Japan, and that the con- 
ditions under which it was originally 
issued having thus been arbitrarily chang- 
issuers have incurred the respon- 
sibility of withdrawing it. But it will not, 
we think, be seriously contended that the 
demonetizalion of the yen coin in Japan 
would have impaired ‘its efficiency for 
currency purposes in China and the Straits 
Settlements. If Mexico were to adopt the 
gold standard to-morrow, would she be 
expected to exchange all the dollars that 
circulate in the Far East bearing her 
“image and superscription ”? Certainly 
not. Their usefulness as currency in the 
Orient is quite independent of their mone- 
tary quality in Mexico, Had the gold 
ptice of silver remained where it was 
when the Japanese ratio was fixed, not 
one yen coin would have been shipped to 
Japan for exchange. Some might have 
returned in the ordinary routine of busi- 
ness, but none would have been sent in 
to buy gold. That consideration is almost 
conclusive. Japan undertook no respon- 
sibility with regard to the sterling value 
of the silver in her yea coins when she 
issued them from her Mint, and she did 
not incur any such responsibility, exce’ 
to her own, nation 

















within her borders, when she decided to 
cease using the coins herself. Arguments 
of that kind might, we think, be advanced 
with much show of reason, and though 
their validity may be variously estimated, 
they certainly tend to prove that Japan is 
entitled to treat the problem of exchange 
more heroically than she seems disposed 
to treat it. It is true that the quantity of 
yen coins hitherto presented for exchange 
has been trifling. By far the greater 
part of the gold demanded from the banks 
has been in exchange for notes. But if 
gold continues to appreciate, or even if it 
remains at its present point, every silver 
yen in China and the Straits will find its 
way back to Japan. Possibly there are 
not many yex to come back under any 
circumstances. But that is a matter of 
conjecture, and the point is that the ex- 
istence of a conjectural, uncertain element 
like the silver yen tends to check the 
growth of the world’s faith in the stability 
of Japan’s new monetary system. It is 
desirable to eliminate such elements as 
speedily as possible. Had the Diet con- 
tinued in session, a bill for shortening the 
period of the yen’s exchangeability would 
have been presented, and we really fail 
to see why the Government does not act 
independently since the Diet’s céopera- 
tion can not be obtained before May at 
soonest. An objection has been raised 
in the sense that, with gold at its present 
price, an announcement shortening the 
redemption period would have the effect 
of drawing a flood of silver yen to Japan. 
Such an apprehension seems to us quite 
baseless. If the rate of exchange does 
not bring the yer coins to Japan, no an- 
nouncement as to the time of exchange- 
ability will have influence in attracting 
them. 

There is a good deal of vernacular 
journalistic talk just now about the volume 
of the subsidiary currency which, it is 
said, has been inconveniently inflated by 
large coinage operations—3o million yer 
is the sum named. That, of course, is an 
altogether independent question, but our 
readers doubtless remember that part of 
the official programme at the time of the 
adoption of the gold standard was to 
utilize from 40 to 60 million yen of the 
stock of silver for purposes of subsidiary 
coinage. Noone at that time predicted 
that such an issue would saturate the 
market, and there jis a strong probability 
that the inconvenience now complained 
of is more imaginary than real. 








THE CHINESE L LOAN. 





Conflicting iecouirte have been received 
with regard to the rate of issue of the 
new Chinese loan. The first statement 
from Peking was go, and the second 83. 
The latter figure seems scarcely credible. 
London advices put the rate at go, less 
2 per cent. commission, and say that the 
sum required for the service of the debt 
will be £840,000 annually, namely, 
£720,000 interest and £120,000 sinking 
fund, the time of redemption being 45 
years. At the present low price of silver, 
China will receive $986, approximately, 
for a £90 bond, leaving the commission 
out of the account, so that what she loses 





by the selling rate she recovers, in part, 
by the appreciation of gold. For the 
same reason, the sum paid to Japan, 724 
million taels, will not represent as many 
yen as would have been its equivalent 


t}had the sterling value of the dollar re-| 


Is, anes Ce 1g pained at about 2 shillings. ( 








BENEATH THE SURFACE. 
pt 

We have had occasion to remark, from 
time to time, that while in the great 
majority of traits humanity as it is found 
in Japan differs nothing from humanity as 
it exists in Europe, there are still some 
points of marked dissimilarity, Among 
these perhaps the most striking is the 
extraordinary thoroughness of the Japa- 
nese when he resorts to physical violence. 
His nervous system seems to be overlaid 
with a thick envelope of unemotional 
calm and suave self-possession, but let 
excitement be sufficiently keen to cut 
through this rind of restraint, anda kernal 
of the hardest nature is reached ; a kernel 
which, under the strokes of agitation, 
emits not solitary sparks but a continuous 
flame of destructive fury. It results that 
while many of the cruelties that disfigure 
domestic intercourse and the social strug- 
gle in the Occident are almost unknown 
in this country, we hear occasionally 
of crimes so unrelenting, so wholesale, 
that they attest a fury bordering on in- 
sanity. Such a case is the massacre 
recently reported from a hamlet in Shizu- 
oka. A youth of twenty-one, arming him- 
self with a knife and a hatchet, slaughtered 
his sister-in-law together with her six 
children—ranging from a tiny girl of two 
to a lad of thirteen—for no profounder 
reason than that his dissolute habits had 
been rebuked by her husband. Not 
many instances of thoroughness so 
appalling have come under our notice, 
but the difference is one of degree only. 
Frequently the criminal records of Japan 
show us cemented beings whose thirst for 
blood, though not entailing sucb awful 
results as those reported from Shizuoka, 
seems to be slaked only by want of 
further opportunity. Of course these ex- 
tensive crimes are not peculiar to Japan : 
they are common enough in the West also. 
But it appears to us that there is a dif- 
ference of quality. We hear of jealous 
husbands killing their unfaithful wives and 
children in England, or of parents who, 
rendered desperate by poverty and 
privation, make away with their families 
But the cause seems to be in more ri 
sonable proportion to the effect : the strain 
that breaks down moral resistance is more 
palpable and more appreciable. It is 
dangerous to theorize on such subjects. 
We may be told, for example, that the 
delirium of wanton destruction finds 
nowhere such conspicuous display as in 
the revolver-practice of an American 
rough. ‘That, however, is an outcome of 
special circumstances, and, moreover, has 
to be classed as a peculiarity of the com- 
munities it disfigures. What we are 
disposed to think about the Japanese is 
that, while generally remarkable for self- 
restraint, he allows himself to be driven 
over the border by motives which would 
have no such potency in the case of an 
Occidental, and that, having once stepped 
across, he displays a singular and shocking 
thoroughness of phrensy. The principle 
of vicarious revenge illustrated by the 
Shizuoka murder is probably a legacy 
from feudal times when the taint of 
treason was supposed to extend to the 
whole kith and kin of a traitor, and when 
children inherited the cousequences of a 
parent’s crime. But the desperate mas- 
siveness of the deed, so entirely out of 
proportion to the ostensible motive, points 
to a moral trait which we are disposed to 
regard as essentially racial. Itis a trait 
wo amease) potential ties for fighting 
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purposes, but it is also a trait of unpleasant 
suggestiveness. For one of the greatest 
obstacles to the consummation of mur- 
derous crime is the perperator’s solicitude 
on his own account. If the destruc- 
tive agencies furnished by modern 
science come within reach of men wholly 
indifferent to the danger of manipulating 
them and to the dimensions of their de- 
structiveness, society can not rest as 
calmly as it does at present. 








“ RUSSIA'S DOINGS.” 


In an article under the above heading, 
the Mainichi Shimbun concludes that 
though England seemed so quiet at the 
commencement of the recent’ complica- 
tions in the Far East, she has emerged at 
the end with far the largest gains to her 
credit, These gains are catalogued by 
the Mainichi as (1) the public assertion 
and recognition of her claim to have a 
controlling voice in the destiny of the 
Yangtsze Valley; (2) a concession that 
China’s inland waters shall be opened to 
foreign steamers ; (3) an engagement that 
certain new ports shall be opened ; (4) per- 
mission that the Burmah Railway may be 
extended into Yunnan; (5) an engage- 
ment from Germany and Russia to 
open to general trade any port obtain- 
ed by them in China; (6) Germany’s 
actual opening of Kiao-chou ; (7) France's 
disavowal to England of any aggres- 
sive purposes against China; and (8) that 
England and Germany have obtained the 
new loan. That is a formidable catalogue, 
but it includes at least one incorrect item, 
namely, the extension of the Burmah 
Railway. Germany, the Mainiché thinks, 
stands next to England on the list of 
gainers. She obtained everything for 
which she asked China; she has a lease of 
Kiao-chou,, and she shares with England 
the new loan. Russia has fared worst. 
When all is said and done, it appears that 
she has simply received the use of Port 
Arthur for a winter station, from which 
she will be expected to withdraw in the 
spring, and, per contra, Kiao-chou, where 
she was supposed to have acquired certain 
permanent privileges, has passed into 
Germany’s hands, These, it must be under- 
stood, are the views of the A/ainicht Shim- 
bun. We offer no comment. 

















A DOMESTIC CELEBRATION. 


gota ea bide 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Masujima entertained 
a large party of friends—some two hund- 
red—, on the afternoon of the 6th inst., 
to celebrate their little daughter’s first 
arrival at the Se&su festival, which con- 
stilutes such an important epoch in the 
lives of Japanese children. Everybody 
having any acquaintance with the man- 
ners and customs of Japan, has heard of 
the “ Girls’ Féte’” on the 3rd of the third 
mouth and the “ Boys” on the 5th of the 
fifth month. The observances special to 
those occasions have been so often de- 
scribed that we need not allude to them 
here in detail. They were seen to great 
advantage in the spacious garden of Mr. 
Masujima’s residence at Sakurada-machi, 
in the Azabu suburb of Tokyo, and were 
thoroughly enjoyed by the guests, both 
Japanese and foreign, though the little 
lady on whose account so much rejoicing 
took place and so many congratulations 
were offered, remained wrapped in the 
blissful unconsciousness of babyhood. It 
isa pity that these pretty obser 
not find a place in the domestic tjfe of 
Europe and Ametisayitized by oO 















“ SCOTUS” AND “ CALIBA 
Sapte = 
“Scotus” has been accorded two 
columns by a Kobe contemporary for the 
purpose of “sizing up” the Fapan Mail 
and its methods. An old adversary is 
“Scotus;” an adversary with whom we 
have broken many a lance in not unfriend- 
ly tilt, for he keeps his temper and hits 
fairly. Reading his latest lengthy analysis 
of ourselves, we find much in the way of 
generalisation which, of course, must be left 
unnoticed, for a discussion based on gene- 
ralities is in truth what the Oriental pro- 
verb describes it to be, a clutching at the 
clouds. But ‘‘Scotus” has an explicit 
grievance which we desire to notice, first 
as a point of journalistic courtesy, and 
secondly because of the imposing edifice 
of inference that he raises upon it. The 
grievance is that we deferred for a whole 
week the publication of his letter discuss- 
ing an article which had appeared in tie 
Mail; the inference, that we did so with 
malice intent, our crafty purpose being to 
spoil the potency of his logic by placing a 
long interval between its sharp points and 
the flaws in our own armour. This infer- 
ence is not limited in its scope. “ Scotus” 
accords to it a position among the A/agl’s 
“ minor tactics ;” charges us, in short, with 
making a habit of holding over unwelcome 
correspondence until the matter it refers 
to “has become blue-mouldy stale,” and 
then, a week later, commenting on some 
paltry point as though it were “the whole 
gist of the communication.” Were we 
not sure that ‘Scotus ” is entirely free 
from the petty vanity often fatal to school- 
men’s moral equilibrium, we should hesitate 
to acquaint him with the facts of this case. 
But on the whole he will probably be 
more amused than piqued when we assure 
him that the editor's connexion with his 
letter was limited to writing in the margin 
“proof to author.” The letter having 
been forwarded from the Fapan Mail 
office to the editor in manuscript, accord- 
ing to usage, and being a little difficult to 
decipher, the customary instruction was 
appended that ‘Scotus’ himself should 
be given an opportunity of revising the 
proof, and therea(ter the document receiv- 
ed not even a passing thought from the 
editor. As to the time of its publication, 
he remained absolutely unreflecting and 
indifferent. Reproduced by Kobe journals, 
it next attracted his attention, and he 
then took occasion to comment briefly 
upon the strange epithet applied by 
“Scotus” tothe Japanese coolie—" a high 
smelling edition of Caliban.” ‘‘ Scotus,” 
having had some experience of journalism, 
ought to know that a letter to a newspaper 
possesses in the eyes of the correspondent 
a much larger place than it occupies in 
the editor’s thoughts. Whether his dis- 
sertation on coolie conduct saw the light 
five days sooner or five days later may 
seem to hima large problem, but we can 
assure him that it did not present itself to 
usin even the faintest outlines. It thus 
becomes apparent that our old adversary’s 
subtle inferences about the AZail’s * minor 
tactics” are based on an airy nothing, 
and we may be permitted to recall Lo his 
classical recollection the time-worn apo- 
thegm—ad tristem partem strenua est 
suspicio. 




















Concerning the ent” of the coolie, 
“Scotus” now explains that in using the 
epithet “a high-smelling edition of Cali- 
ban,y he referred not so much to the 
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erhesces as to ‘the fine flavour of 


the language they address to ladies in the 
streets of Kobe.” Scotus was thinking, 
in short, of faetor ex ore rather them fator 
ex corpore. We don't know whether 
“Caliban” will accept the amende ot 
justify it by a figurative retort. But 
these are in truth minor questions. What 
demands notice in the strictures of 
“ Scotus” is his assertion that coolies use 


,|foul language to ladies in the streets of 


Kobe and that according to his own expe- 
rience, the demeanour of the lower orders 
towards foreigners has changed from one 
of remarkable courtesy to one of com- 
parative rudeness. Such evidence, being 
based upon individual experience, must 
be accepted for what it is worth. It does 
not tally with our own observations, but 
one witness is as good as another, and for 
the rest, we are as fully persuaded as 
“ Scotus” can be, though our speech may 
not be pitched in quite so high a key as 
his, that Japan is in danger of losing her 
reputation for courtesy and that her public 
men would do well to give the subject 
serious attention. Whatever evidences the 
streets of Kobe and the suburbs of Yoko- 
hama may furnish, however, we still hold 
that the great bulk of the Japanese labour- 
ing classes are hard-working, polite, good- 
humoured folk, and that any rudeness dis- 
played by them towards foreigners is a 
matter rather of education than of instinct. 





It was probably inevitable that what we 
recently wrote on the subject of coolic 
rudeness and its causes should invite 
comment from our local contemporaries. 
We were not prepared, however, for 
exactly the kind of comments that have 
appeared. Thus the Kobe Chronicle 
accuses us of inconsistency because, on 
Feb. 11th, we said ‘there is not much 
to be gained, perhaps, by discussing the 
cause or causes of such a state of affairs,” 
whereas on February 25th we undertook to 
set forth one of the causes—the principal 
cause, as we think. Well, if the dictates 
of consistency compel a journal to ab- 
stain permanently from all discussion of 
a subject because it has ventured at some 
time to express a doubt whether much 
could be gained by discussing it, we do 
not care to be consistent. Circumstances 
alter cases, and a very important circum- 
stance—the receipt of information about 
a memorial forwarded by the Kobe resi 
dents—, which constituted the explicit 
reason for our second article, had occur- 
red in the interval. The Kode Chronicle 
suggests also that as the editor of the M/avl 
speaks so confidently about the ill-treat- 
ment of Japanese coolies in former times, 
he must himself have been one of the 
offenders, and further declares that it 
“quite fails to see what he can be aiming 
at,” unless “remembering the ‘glorious 
doings’ of the early days, he wishes to 
covertly suggest that the present genera- 
tion of foreigners should go and do as 
their predecessors did." What may be 
meant by ‘glorious doings” we do not 
pretend to understand. The words were 
not used by us though the Kobe Chronicle's 
method of quoting them suggests that 
they were. There is no mistake about 
our contemporary’s accusations, however. 
It encourages its readers lo believe that 
the editor of the Fapan Mail used to 
maltreat the Japanese in former times, and 
that he recommends the foreign commu- 
nity to revert to such methods now. That 
is at once polite and logical. It involves 
the conclusions that every witness of acts 
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and that to explain the abuses which have 
produced a certain unhappy result is to 
advocate their practice. But there is one 
semblance of a sober argument in our 
contemporary’s article. Itis this :—'* The 
important point is that the Mad! inferenti- 
ally admits that the lower classes are not 
treated with cruelty or harshness now, 
and yet that cases of coolie outrage upon, 
and molestations of, foreigners are fre- 
quent.” Well, in the very article criti- 
cized by our contemporary, we wrote :— 
‘Truly we may go a step farther, and say that 
by many Europeans or Americans they are still 
sa treated, Not by the better classes, of course. 
If we except the scarcely avoidable petulance due 
to ignorance of the language of the country, the 
our of respectable foreigners towards the 
eat present leaves little to be desired. 
But it is not always so with liberty-men, with the 
denizens of “Blood Towa” and with the lower 
orders of foreigners generally, Their manner 
towards the Japanese is too often tude and offen- 
sive, the mauner of superior beings to inferior. 
If these explicit expressions formed the 
basis of the Kobe Chronicle's version of 
our views, we suggest to our contemporary 
the not invariably neglected precaution of 
reading the matter one undertakes to cri- 
ticise. But we are perhaps wrong in sup- 
posing that the Kobe journal intended to 
be taken seriously. It surely cau not 
have expected to do more than raise a 
laugh when it accused us of advising the 
renewal of abuses to which we attributed 
the origin of an unhappy and regrettable 
state of affairs. In the course of years 
we have been favoured with various 
specimens of striking ratiocination by our 
local contemporaries, and it is pleasant 
to find that the Kobe Chronicle also be- 
longs to-the group of keen reasoners, 
We trust that its vein may not be quickly 
exhausted, for the most sparkling novel- 
ties may be expected froma journal which 
argues that to diagnose the causes of a 

















We have been favoured by the Ayogo 
News also with some comments, but, as 
they are limited to arraying against us in- 
consistencies for which our contemporary 
is alone responsible, we need not devote 
space toareply. The Hyogo journal has 
had the fairness to quote our conflicting 
statements in juxtaposition, and for that 
most effectual method of rebutting its own 
charge and vindicating our consistency, 
we have to thank it. 





“A COURAGEOUS DETRACTOR. 


Sg 

Had Mr. Gustavus Detring been in 
Japan, or even in the Far East, an 
anonymous correspondent—‘ A Britisher” 
—writing to the Yapan Gazette, who 
speaks of him in most agreeable terms, 
would doubtless have been pleased to 
extend his eulogies. | But Mr. Detring is 
in Germany. ‘There is not one chance in 
a thousand of his seeing “A Britisher’s” 
letter, which is a misfortune that the 
anonymous correspondent must have 
foreseen with regret when he penned the 
epistle. He describes Mr, Detring as 
“the self-constituted Adviser to Li Hung- 
chang and also the self-constituted but 
unofficial Agent of Krupp and of other 
producers of articles made in Germany.” 
It is a pity that these high-sounding 
epithets are not more intelligible. “The 
self-constituted Adviser to Li Hung- 
chang ” suggests a person who either 
claimed to be the adviser and was not, or 
had appointed himself adviser without the 
Viceroy’s initiative. Now Mr. Detring 


enjoyed the fullest 
Digit! 














: Wray igte” takes them by the hand. 
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Hung-chang for many years. He 
negotiated the Fournier Convention in 
1883; he assisted materially to promote 
the conclusion of the Tientsin Convention 
in 1885; he helped the Viceroy through- 
out the war with Japan ; he came to this 
country as the Viceroy’s duly accredited 
envoy to discuss terms of peace ; he has 
been thanked publicly by the Emperor 
of China; he has received more than 
one token of gratitude from the Empress 
Dowager ; and throughout his remarkable 
career he never for an instant forfeited 
the trust and friendship of his chief, Sir 
Robert Hart, nor was ever known to be 
guided by motives that were not thoroughly 
liberal and remarkably cosmopolitan. 
It is quite in accordance with the fitness 
of things that such a man should, with fine 
accuracy and magnanimous generosity, 
be spoken of as ‘the self-constituted 
Adviser of Li Hong-chang ” by an anomy- 
mous newspaper correspondent, whose 
avowed and high-souled motive is to 
extol the excellence of British manu- 
factures over German. Mr. Detring 
himself was “made in Germany,” and it 
is because she is unfortunate enough to 
possess men of his type that Germany 
remains the petty, unconsidered Power of 
whom neither Europe nor the world takes 
any account. “ The self-constituted but 
unofficial Agent of Krupp and other 
producers of articles made in Germany” 
is an enigmatical individual whose func- 
tions and profits do not lie within the 
range of our limited conception. But we 
may be permitted to offer our tribute 
of admiring applause to “A Britisher,” 
whose adroitness in constructing out of 
personal defamations advertisements of 
the wares that he has for sale is not less 
admirable than his faithful appreciation 
of English methods in general. 








KOREAN AFFAIRS. 
poe eee 

The news from Korea seems to indicate 
akind of reaction against Russian influ- 
ence. That a concession should be grant- 
ed to Russia for a coaling station on Deer 
Island is not in itself a particularly im. 
portant affair, although it is complicated 
by the fact that a part of the areainvolved 
is said to have been already set aside for 
use in connexion with the development of 
the Japanese settlement at Fusan. Pos- 
sibly the concession would not have pro- 
voked any opposition on the part of the 
Korean Cabinet had the members been duly 
consulted, But they were not consulted. 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs acted 
independently, and his arbitrariness 
seems to have furnished a ground of com- 
plaint against him, rather than the nature 
of the step he took. Still we may reason- 
ably assume that had the leasing of land 
on Deer Island to Russia been acceptable 
in the eyes of the Cabinet, Min Chang- 
muk’s act would not have been challenged 
under whatever pretext. From that point 
of view, therefore, there appear to be 
grounds for inferring that Russia is not 
such a persona grata in Korea as she 
used to be. But, after all, no Power re- 
mains long in the good graces of the 
Koreans, and probably Russia, apart from 
her desire to defer Far-Eastern complica- 
tions until she is “good and ready” to 


deal with them, cares very little whether 
the Koreans are sympathetic or antipa- 

They will have to “lump” what 
third 


thetic. 


they don’t “like,” unless some 
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PAY OF THE CHINESE CUSTOMS 
“EMPLOYES. 
+ = 


Sir Robert Hart has at length taken 
up the cause of the Customs staff in 
the matter of their pay. He has pre- 
sented a memorial to the Tsungli Ya- 
mén, urging that the example set by 
the Indian Government should be followed 
by China, The rupee was originally worth 
2s., and on that basis the salaries of the 
Indian Civil Service officials were fixed, 
so that when the rupee fell to a shilling 
and even less, the sterling value of their 
salaries was .correspondingly reduced. 
Recognising the hardship of such a 
change, the Indian Government decided 
that, for purposes of remittance to England, 
the salaries of its officials should havea 
fixed sterling value equal to three-fourths 
of two shillings, or eighteen pence. Sir 
Robert suggests a similar concession in 
the cass of the Customs’ emp/loyés ; namely 
that for purposes of remittance, the tael 
should be reckoned at three-fourths of 
6s. 8d., or 5s. That would enable the 
Customs officials to remit their savings at 
the double of the present sterling rate. 
So, at least, we understand Sir Robert's 
plan, but as his memorial has not been 
published in full, we can not speak with 
certainty. He appends figures showing the 
growth of the trade upon which the Cus. 
toms officials collect revenue for the Chin- 
ese Government—namely, in 1866, a fo- 
reign trade of 118 million taels and an 
interport trade of 32 millions, returning a 
revenue of 8% millions; and in 1896, a 
foreign trade of 334 millions and an inter- 
port trade of 62 millions, with a revenue of 
254 millions, These statistics ought to 
have weight with the Chinese Government. 

There has been a good deal of vehe- 
ment writing on the above subject—writ- 
ing couched in terms which repelled 
sympathy, hard as the case of the Cus- 
toms’ employé undoubtedly’-was. We 
have always said that to doubt Sir Robert 
Hart’s recognition of the hardship was 
impossible, but that, on the other hand, 
he must be left to choose a time and 
season suitable for approaching the 
Peking Authorities. To try and fail 
would have been incomparably worse 
than not to try at all. It seems to us that 
Sir Robert has selected his time with 
excellent judgment. His prestige must 
stand very high in Peking at present, for 
we may fairly assume that he took an 
active part in extricating China from her 
recent difficulties. Moreover, the hypo- 
thecation of the remainder of the Cus- 
toms’ revenue as security for China’s last 
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loan from English and German banks, 
renders it imperative that the service 
should be maintained on its present foot- 
ing of efficiency, and from that point of 
view Sir Robert’s proposal derives addi- 
tional force. 

Difficulties of the above character can 
not fail to have the effect of recommend. 
ing the gold standard to the Chinese. The 
wide-spread suffering and injustice for 
which the demonetization of silver is 
responsible serve, under some aspects, lo 
invite the total repudiation of the white 
metal for monetary purposes as the 
easiest way of silencing complaints. The 
most sanguine prophet could never have 
ventured to predict that the world would 
quietly submit to the financial convul- 
sion which the dethronement of silver 
has entailed. But who can measure the 
arbitrariness of the creditor classes or 
iubséreiency of the debtor? 
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FARMING IN JAPAN. 
—+ 


The Fapan Times publishes a very in- 


teresting article on the question of tenant|i 
Nothing can be more|35 


farming in Japan. i 
important at present than to know the 
exact condition of the agriculturist and 
the land-owner in Japan, for without such 
knowledge it is impossible to estimate the 
tax-paying capacity of those classes. Our 
contemporary takes the case of a family 
consisting of fivepersons, three of whom— 
the father, mother, and one son—are 
capable of working in the fields ; the other 
two being an aged parent and a young 
child. The farm is supposed to have an 
area of 2} acres, the ratio of wet-field to 
upland being 6 to 4, and the locality 
chosen is the fertile provinces of Owari, 
Mino, Ise, and soon. The Japan Times 
enters minutely into the quantity and 
nature of the various crops raised—the 
Iand gives two crops annually, the wet 
fields being drained and planted with rape 
after the harvesting of the rice—but we 
need not follow these particulars. The 
salient points of the statement are quite 
sufficient. It appears, then, that the rent 
paid to the land-owner for wet fields—z.e. 
rice-fields—is 56 yen per acre, and for up- 
land 28 yen; and that the total value of 
the crops raised is 294.13 yex, of which 
112 yen goes to the landlord and 182.13 
yen to the tenant. Our contemporary 
then proceeds to estimate the expendi- 
tures of such a family, and arrives at the 
conclusion that they aggregate 176.52 yen 
annually, which total includes 30 yea on 
account of manure. Thus there remains 
a margin of 5.61 yex per annum, The 
calculation is on the basis of 10 yen per 
kokw for rice. Hence it is plain that if 
the market price of the cereal stood ata 
lower figure, the family could not possibly 
make ends meet, unless the prices of other 
necessaries fall correspondingly. There 
is one point that will at once strike our 
readers. It is that a man, his wife, and a 
son who is a mere lad, are supposed to 
till 24 acres of land, cropping it twice in 
the year, as well as to discharge all the 
duties connected with the household, Is 
that possible? It certainly indicates ex- 
traordinary industry. 

The rents, however, are the most re- 
markable feature in the account. Tenants 
in the provinces indicated pay £5.12 per 
acre for wet fields and £2.8 for uplands. 
Those would be fine figures in the richest 
European country. Let us see how they 
work out for purposes of taxation. The 
area of wet fields undercultivation in Japan 
is 6,869,443 acres, and the area of dry 
fields, 4,653,438 acres. If we put the 
average reut of the former at £4.10, or, 
say, 45 yen, and the average rent of the 
latter at £1.10, or, say, 15 yer—figures 
which ought not to be too high—the 
result is that the rent of all the agricul- 
tural land in Japan is 379 million yen, in 
round numbers. Of course the land is 
not all in the hands of tenants : the larger 
half is farmed by the proprietors them- 
selves. But for our immediate pur- 
pose that difference need not be taken 
into consideration. What we want to 
know is the actual sum that the land is 
capable of bringing to its owners, apart 
from the returns it gives to those that till 
it. The sum appears to be 379 million 
yen, out of which 35 millions are paid to 
the Government in the form nominally of 
tax but really of rent to the original pro- 
prietors. We may state the case in an- 
other way thus :—After the abpti vet 








feudalism the Government, which then 
possessed all the land in the realm, 
handed over permanently to the people, 
ideration of a yearly payment of 
ion yen, property from which its 
holders now derive an income of more 
than ten times that sum. Yet there are 
folks who seriously pretend that the land- 
owners are heavily taxed. No reference 
is made here to the actual tillers of the 
soil. We speak only of the income that 
the land is capable of bringing to its pro- 
prietors without the least expenditure of 
toil or capital on their part. That income 
is ten times the sum derived by the State 
from its some-time property. 











LATEST DISCOVERY IN MEDICINE. 
a tee 

Among the many startling facts recently 
enunciated by medical journals, not the 
least remarkable is that there is merycism 
among human beings. What on earth 
does “merycism” mean, the average 
reader will no doubt exclaim. It means 
simply chewing the cud. There are ru- 
minants among our fellow-mortals. That 
is now beyond question. The published 


accounts of this curious faculty, or abuse, 


go to show that it is a condition generally 
accompanied by dyspepsia or idiocy. 
Children, however, may develop the habit 
from mere imitation, and may be cured of 
it either by Solomon’s method or by sug- 
gestion. The latter, indeed, seems not 
unlikely to become the final substitute for 
all medicines. Professor Gates of Wa- 
shington is the great exponent of the 
theory. Briefly stated his contention is 
that an individual has “ power to confine 
his consciousness exclusively to the sensa- 
tions of any selected part of the body, 
and by practice to send more blood to 
that part, thus altering therein the lym- 
phatic and thermic functions.” If that be 
the case, then evidently cures can be 
effected by volition, But the question at 
once arises, how to bring about the neces- 
sary operation of the mind. Professor 
Gates proposes to effect that by environ- 
ment. Certain surroundings produce cer- 
tain cerebral actions, and the Washington 
investigator believes that it will be pos- 
sible, some day, to predict with accuracy 
the precise mental change resulting from 
any given change of outward conditions. 
Such is his theory, reduced to the simplest 
terms. It will not surprise anyone inter- 
ested in electro-biological research to 
read the Professor’s contention that ‘in 
proportion to the degree of the mentation 
every living thing gives off electric waves 
and other kinds of waves, and these forms 
of radiant energy falling upon other living 
things at once modify their mental pro- 
cesses.” What a field here offers for 
explaining things hitherto regarded as 
miracles. One consequence of Professor 
Gates’ theory, were it elaborated into a 
practical system, would be that criminal 
inclinations in young folks could be effec- 
tually cured, and to goa step farther— 
though the Professor himself does not 
refer to this ramification—brains of 
hitherto unconceived power might be built 
up, for since the brain is nothing more 
than a part of the physical organism, its 
defects and deficiences must come within 
reach of the new curative method equally 
with the ailments and diseases of the 
other organs. Besides, scientific men 
are now convinced that our bodies are 





sete" the arena of a struggle be- 











tween certain germs armed with 
deadly poisons, or toxins, and the white 
blood-cells which fight to conquer the 
germs and preserve life. In short, we 
carry about with us always a family of 
foes ready to take advantage of every 
opportunity to attack and destroy us. 
Such an opportunity, for example, ‘is 
exposure to cold or privation, or anything 
that lowers the vitality of the body and 
thus diminishes its power to resist these 
watching enemies. If the theory of Prof. 
Gates be valid, why should it not be 
possible to develop or multiply the white 
blood-cells until the poisonous germs are 
completely destroyed? Then we should 
be proof against the ravages of disease and 
decay. It is not wise, however, to ridicule 
the work of learned persons. Many years 
ago a witty writer conceived the idea of 
a race of men independent of the vulgar 
necessity of eating. Their stomachs 
being removable, they simply took them 
out at set hours, and hung them over the 
backs of their chairs until a waiter came 
round and filled them. Everybody 
laughed at the quaint, if somewhat coarse, 
notion, but now-a-days we are confronted 
by the medical fact of a Swiss woman 
whose stomach has been entirely removed, 
and who, three months after the operation, 
isenjoying good health. Dr. Carl Schlatter 
of Zurich was the operator and Anna 
Landis the patient. A tumor involving 
the whole stomach was the trouble, and 
the doctor simply took away the stomach 
and joined the esophagus with the in- 
testine. Civilization tends to deprive us 
of hair and of teeth, to make us web- 
footed, and to develop our heads to a 
monstrous size. A great surgeon proves 
that we can do without stomachs, and an 
eminent philosopher endeavours to de- 
monstrate that we want mind only. The 
world is progressing. 











RAILWAY SPECULATION. 


ge 

It is alleged by a vernacular newspaper 
that among the numerous companies 
organized after the war for the purpose 
of building railways, no less than a 
hundred and twenty find difficulty in 
getting in their capital, and have con- 
sequently been obliged to apply to the 
Railway Bureau for an extension of the 
periods within which, according to their 
charters, the work of construction must be 
commenced. The Authorities at the 
Railway Bureau, however, having long 
appreciated the necessity of imposing 
every reasonable check upon the mania 
of railway enterprise by which the nation 
began to be afflicted in 1895, have de- 
clined to entertain any applications of the 
kind. They justly argue that projects not 
sufficiently attractive to be carried through 
the preliminary stages, do not. possess 
much permanent vitality, and had better 
be relegated to the limbo of “ unsound.” 
The result will be, presumably, that these 
hundred-and-twenty companies will have 
to dissolve into their primitive elements, 
an issue not to be lamented, we think. 
They can be very well spared out of the 
host of cognate undertakings that have 
sprung into existence during the past 
three years. It is further reported that 
among the petitions for railway charters 
now in the hands of the Bureau, a hundred 
and eighty have been marked for re- 
jection. ’Tis a wholesale slaughter, but 
he were a sanguine man who should say 
that albtheisurvivers are fit to live. 
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FOREIGN TRADES OF CHINA AND 
FAPAN. 
ea eg Se 

In 1866 the foreign trade of China 
aggregated 118 million taels ; in 1896, the 
figure was 334 millions. The ratio of 
ifcrease was as 1to 2.83. We have not 
before us at present the figures of Japan’s 
trade for a more remote date than 1878, 
but that will suffice for purposes of com- 
parison. It appears, then, that Japan’s 
trade in 1878 was 584 million yen, and in 
1897 it rose to 3824 millions, the ratio of 
increase being as 1 to 6.54 approximately. 
Thus, whereas China’s trade was not quite 
tripled in 31 years, Japan’s was more than 
sextupled in 20 years. Reducing the 
totals to yen for purposes of direct com- 
parison, we find that China’s trade in 
1896 totalled 445 million yen and that 
Japan’s trade in 1897 totalled 382 millions, 
omitting fractions, the difference being 
only 63 millions. Japan, in fact, has 
marched steadily up until she is now 
treading on China’s heels, and will soon 
actually take the lead, unless something 
very unforeseen occurs. Mr. Consul 
Longford was the first to call attention, 
some five years ago, to the fact that Japan 
was getting within measurable reach of 
China in this field. But he did not venture 
to predict, no one ventured to predict, 
results such as now confront us. China’s 
potentialities are enormous, but that the 
commerce actually carried on by her three 
hundred million inhabitants with foreign 
countries should have been overtaken by 
the commerce of Japan’s forty-two millions 
is a fact bearing eloquent testimony to 
the comparative slowness of the former’s 
development and the rapidity of the 
latter’s. 

It is worth notice that, in 1896, China 
collected a customs revenue of 25} million 
taels on a foreign commerce of 334 millions 
and on an interport trade of 62 millions. 
Hence her revenue was 6} per cent. of the 
trade from which it was derived. In the 
same year—1896—Japan collected 7 mil- 
lion yen—the exact figure is 6,904,187— 
on a trade of 290 millions—the exact 
figure is 289,517,234. ‘Thus in Japan’s 
case the revenue was less than 2} per 
cent. of the trade. Had Japan’s rates 
been the same as her neighbour’s, the 
revenue derived by her from her customs 
duties would have been 18} million yen 
instead of 7 millions. 








A CONFECTURE. 





——— 

A correspondent writes :—'' Under the 
Dragon Flag has interested me much. It 
seems to me that your criticism contains 
a little mixture of cause and effect. You 
say thatthe author took his ideas, etc., 
from journalistic accounts. I am as sure 
asa man can be without absolute proof 
that something nearly the reverse repre- 
sents the truth of the case. Thus can 
have no doubt that the book was written 
by Stephen Hart. I have no doubt that 
Creelman’s writing about Port Arthur was 
entirely based on the lies he heard from 
Hart at that place. Unfortunately, though 
I feel sure that what I say is correct, J 
have no absolute proofs. If I had I would 
take some means to make the matter 
public. I do not know whether you ever 
met Mr. Hart. I met him both before and 
after he was imprisoned in Kobe for some 
months. He was a man of most plausible, 


I may almost say fascj. g, manners, 
Cote 


and of updoubted jab 








know, without any of the common vices 
that afflict such poor creatures as myself, 
but with the simple determination to live 
in no way but ‘on his wits,’ and of 
these he had plenty. He had also a deal 
of imagination, and, for no reason that | 
could find out, a deadly hatred of the 
Japanese.” We know nothing about Mr. 
Stephen Hart, but have heard a good 
deal. But if he be the author of “ Under 
the Dragon Flag,” he appears to be in a 
fair way to achieve the notoriety desirable 
in the interests of his publishers. On the 
same hypothesis we may add that he has 
rightly judged the Port Arthur episode to 
be capable of further exploitation. Mr. 
James Creelman manufactured out of it a 
first-class sensation which proved much 
more effective for self-advertising purposes 
than his marvellous account of the Ping- 
yang fight, written before he had even visit- 
edthe scene. There is a great deal to be 
made out of such matters when the people 
at whose expense the honorable profit is 
realized are not in a position either to 
exhibit the ingenuous annalists to the 
public in the light that their illustrious 
veracity deserves, or to bestow upon them 
the more forcible reward that patriotic 
gratitude would suggest. 








GZAPANESE PROVINCIAL PRISONS. 
er 

A visit was paid a few days ago by 
a party of foreign residents of Kobe to 
the Hyogo prefectural prison. Among 
the visitors were the editors of the Kole 
Chronicle and the Hyogo News, and both 
journals publish detailed accounts of what 
was seen at the prison. There is nothing 
specially novel or striking in the accounts, 
which are just what they ought to be— 
plain, unvarnished narratives, setting 
forth the dimensions of the cells, the man- 
ner of their construction, the clothing and 
food of the prisoners, and so on. We 
need not quote these accounts, but it 
seems well to re-produce the conclusions 
arrived at by the two editors :— 

The impression left on one minds by this visit 
to the most important prison of the prefecture is 
that, while the system adopted may be suitable 
enough when applied to Japanese and the man- 
uer of life to which the people-of this country are 
accustomed, it is totally unfitted for foreigners. 
rds Japanese accustomed to a fairly 
dof living, we feel convinced that 
y to health must be the result of 
brief imprisonment, The wuconvict- 







even 








ed prisoners are worst off, as has been shown, 
and, when the difficulty of obtaining bail is taken 
into consideration, together with the character of 
the food and the limit of expense in the quantity 
and quality of food supplied, we have no hesita- 
tion in saying that a term of imprisonment in a 
jail under such conditions would be for many fo- 
rs, if not a sentence of death, at least the in= 
i injury.—Kobe Chronicle. 

is Us that, as ost other 
things, much depends upon ible head 
as to the conditions of the Pri properly 
administered it is not an impos one for the 
average Japanese to pass through without suffer- 
ing permanent injury ; but atits very best it would 
be a cruel infliction upon any European, and could 
not be endured for any length of time without life= 
long traces remaining in a broken constitution, 
There must be material changes introduced for 
possible foreign offenders under the new Treaties. 
—Hyogo News. 

We have already explained that the con- 
dition of the provincial prisons has been 
for some years considered unsatisfactory, 
and that the only effective remedy is for 
the Central Government to assume the 
charge of them, so as to introduce a better 
system and uniformity of treatment, as 
well as to provide more commodious 




















buildings; reforms of which the local 
communes, if left to themselves, will m 





support the expense. The two editors 
do not condemn the Hyogo jail as unfit 
for Japanese prisoners, though their ad- 
mission of its fitness is qualified. As to 
that, however, their opinions are not 
likely to carry much weight. The Japan- 
ese will be disposed to judge for them- 
selves. For our own part we merely 
point to one fact, concerning which there 
can scarcely be much room for discussion, 
namely, that no arrangements: exist for 
warming the cells. Undoubtedly that is a 
great hardship. The importance of the 
two journals’ views consists in their re- 
ference to fcreign prisoners. It would 
certainly be a serious prospect were fo- 
reign suspects or criminals to be fed, 
clothed and lodged after the fashions of 
the Hiogo jail, which, it may be assumed, 
is by no means the worst among provin- 
cial prisons. Happily nothing: of the 
kind is to be apprehended. As stated re- 
cently in these columns, the Government 
long ago decided that to condemn foreign 
prisoners to a diet and a costume entirely 
strange to them, would be an unjust 
aggravation of their punishment, and that 
special arrangements must be made to 
prevent such an abuse. The matter has 
not been neglected by the Foreign Re- 
presentatives also. Meanwhile we have 
no doubt that the energy of the Kobe 
journals will produce a salutary effect 
upon Japanese public opinion, 











THE “ MAINE.” 


pet Sees ER 

We seem to be reading an epitaph as 
we peruse the various comments made by 
the United States’ press on the despatch 
of the Maine to Havana. These com- 
ments were penned at the end of January, 
and within a few days, the ship had been 
destroyed and 258 of her crew had perish- 
ed. No American man-of-war had visited 
Havana’ for two years when the Maine was 
sent, and the political opponents of the 
Cabinet were not slow to denounce the 
step as a deliberate display of disregard 
for Spanish susceptibilities and an attempt 
to set the match to American inflammi- 
bilities. Of course it was nothing of the 
kind, being simply a natural precaution on 
account of American life and property. 
Consul-General Lee had represented that 
awar vessel was needed at Havana in 
view of disturbances which had taken 
place there. The Spaniards, indeed, were 
disposed at first to take umbrage at the 
measure, but their Representative in 
Washington, Mr. de Lome, finding that 
Consul-General Lee’s requisition would 
inevitably be complied with, adopted a 
very adroit course. He pointed out that 
the re-appearance of United States men- 
of-war in Cuban waters meant nothing 
more than that America’s relations with 
Spain had once more become normal, and 
that her vessels could now renew their 
friendly visits to Spanish ports without 
tisk of misconstruction. 





Telegrams to the Manila Comercio state that 
the disaster to the Maine at Havana was 
caused by the dynamos of the electric light 
installation communicating fire to the maga- 
zine, which caused an explosion of the powder 
and torpedos, blowing upthe ship with the whole 
of the crew. Two bundred and cighty were 
killed and hundreds injured. The greater 
number of the survivors were picked up by 
boats from the Spanish cruiser Alfonse X7/1.— 





Ok 


Hongkong Daily Press. 
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DEATH OF THE REV. G. F. VERBECK. 
ARLE AR 

The Rev. G. F. Verbeck, D.D., expired 
in his residence at Reinan-zaka, Tokyo, 
on Thursday the roth instant at 12.20 
p.m. He had been ailing for some three 
weeks, but his condition did not suggest 
serious uneasiness or oblige him to keep his 





bed all the time. On Thursday, he 
seemed better, but towards noon he lay 
down, desiring his servant to bring 


luncheon to his bed-side. The servant 
obeyed, but in the act of swallowing the 
first morsel Dr. Verbeck expired. Dr. 
Whitney, who lives close at hand, was 
summoned at once, but death had 
apparently been instantaneous. There 
can be little doubt that the cause was 
heart-failure, for the symptoms of the 
illness had clearly indicated trouble of 
that nature. Dr. Verbeck was in his 
sixty-ninth year and had spent some 
forty years in Japan. The first era of his 
sojourn was passed in Nagasaki. There, 
by untiring assiduity, he acquired an 
admirable mastery of the Japanese 
language, written and spoken ; a mastery 
so exceptional that he was able to preach 
fluently in the vernacular, Indeed, his 
capacity in this respect was almost with- 
out parallel, and considering his linguistic 
facility, his gift of oratory, his single- 
hearted devotion to the cause of Christian 
propagandism and the fine example ot his 
blameless life, he may be said to have con- 
tributed more to thespread of Christ’s creed 
in Japan than perhaps any other of the 
noble men whose lives have been given 
to that purpose. There is, in truth, no 
brighter. chapter in the history of 
America’s intercourse with Japan than 
the chapter which tells of the work done 
by Drs. Brown, Hepburn and Verbeck. 
In the field of education and even in the 
realm of politics Dr. Verbeck played an 
eminently useful but always unostenta- 
tious part. His transparent sincerity of 
character won the immediate confidence 
of all that came into contact with him, 
and his clear insight, just views and un- 
selfish sympathy made him an invaluable 
counsellor. It was he that organized the 
Kaiset-Gakko, Japan’s first college, the 
embryo of the present University, and 
many schools now flourishing derived 
able and kindly assistance from him in 
their early days. much 
rendered to the politi 
era in carrying out their progressive 
programme, we cannot attempt to 
estimate: but curiously enough, on the 
very night before he died, the present 
Prime Minister and Count Okuma, little 
thinking that the subject of their conver- 
sation had only a few hours longer to 
live, reminded each other that in a memo- 
rial penned by him at the time of the 
Restoration, he recommended the mea- 
sure which probably contributed more than 
any other to promote the spread of liberal 
ideas in Japan, the despatch of publicists 
to Europe and America for the purpose 
of studying the civilization on which Japan 
had so long turned her back. The death 
of such aman is not merely a source of 
keen grief to innumerable friends ; itis also 
a loss to Japan and a loss to Christianity, 

















The Rev. Jas. H. Ballagh, in a letter 
referring to the late divine, says that he 
was a Hollander by birth, an American 
by adoption, but failed to get his proper 
papers of naturalization, so that H.I.J.M.’s 
Government accorded him the peculiar 





‘the operation of 
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family, of citizens for periods of one year 
atatime. This privilege was especially 
granted in view of his long service in 
educational and parliamentary matters, 
for which also he a received an Imperial 
decoration some years since, 





FOREIGN ¥OURNALS 
In the Proceedings of the Institute of 


Journalists for January, we find the fol- 
lowing :— 


Mr. Lionel F, Gowing (for Mr. E. P. Nuttall), 
on behalf of the London District, called attes 
ta the following resolution wnanimously adopted 
by the London District :— 

That the London Representatives on the Council 
be instructed to call its attention to the letter of 
» Tennant, editor of the Fapan Gazette, and 
a member of the Iu: te, sepublished fran 
Times in the Journalist for October 23rd, 1897, 
on the subject’ of English newspapers in Japan, 
with a view to action being taken thereon, 

—and moved :— 

That the President be requested to take such 
steps as may be necessary to bring the matter 
under the notice of the Marquis of Salisbury. 

It was well known that a teaty had been con- 
cluded with Japan, and would come into force a 
year or so hencepby which Englishmen in Japan 
would become subject to Japanese law, and so, 
therefore, would the English newsp that 
country. Under Japanese law a t 
be forbidden to own or edit a paper in 
this, it would be seen, was a most import 
therefore to English Journalists int 

Mr, H. W. Strong seconded the motion, 
personal friend of Mr, Tennant, he could say that 
that gentleman would not have written as he had, 
except with a very serious sense of personal re- 
sponsibility. 

‘The resolution was unanimously agreed to, 


IN FAPAN. 






















and 








This is a subject which has been discuss- 
ed ad nauseam. ‘the letter referred to 
above contained the erroneous statement 
commented on by us at the time—the 
statement that the clause in the Japanese 
Press Law interdicting the publication 
or editing of newspapers by foreigners, 
had been inserted with a view to 
the Revised Trea- 
ties. It would scarcely have been 
possible to make a more misleading 
asssertion, for the fact was that the clause 
had stood in the Law for many years, and 
that the Law itself was enacted solely for 
the control of Japanese vernacular jour- 
nals. Mr. Tennast represented the Japan- 
ese Diet and the Japanese Government as 
legislating with the direct object of exclud- 


ing foreigners from the field of journalism 


in Japan after the abolition of Consular 
Jurisdiction, whereas they had legislated 
simply with reference to Lhe effective con- 
trol of their own nationals in that field, 


FAPAN AS A MARITIME NATION. 
aes 

The foreign trade of Japan, remarks the Fij#, 
has considerably increased since the war with 
China, though there has been an abnormal 
excess of imports, This may be only temporary, 
but it is a cause for apprehension in view of the 
adjusiment of national finances, The expa 

jon of commerce has, however, given a small 
ulus to the direct export ness, which, 
according to last year’s statistics, see! 10 have 
increased 4.4 per cent, over the previous year, 
The exports and imports carried by Japapese 
vessels in 1896 covered a little over ten per cent, 
of the whole trade, but last year the amount 
swelled to 18.6 per cent. ‘This fact must be 
chiefly attributed to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s 
adoption of a resolute scheme towards opening 
a regular service to Europe, America, and Aus- 
tralia, The foreign trade conducted by Japan- 
ese merchants covers from 28 to 33 per cent, of 
the entire transactions, but the goods shipped 
by Japanese vessels do not exceed 12 to 16 per 
cent. It is hardly necessary to say that the 
profits of foreign commerce can be secured only 
by maintaining a balance between trade and 
navigation, The development of foreign steam- 
ship services is the only sound device for 
the expansion of direct commerce. Japan is 
geographically bound to make navigation 
her chief source of profit, and it is seriously 
to be deplored that she has not yet come 
near her goal. Her maritime enterprise is 
utterly wanting in vigour, and foreign com- 
merce is consequently crippled. At present 
Korea and Hawaii are the only countries in 

















* | regard to which over half the quantity of exports 


and imports are cartied by Japanese vessels, 
Japan's carrying trade with’ other countries 
being utterly insignificant. In the Oriental 
trade the proportion between Japanese and 
foreign vessels is 28 to 72 per cent. The ratio 
as regards Europe is 6 to 94 per cent., that for 
America 4 to 94 per cent, and for other coun- 
tries 8 to g2 per cent, the general average being 
18 to 82 per cent. These facts may be taken 
us a conclusive testimony of the immaturity 
of Japan's maritime power in the Eastand the 
West. In the goth year of Meiji, the Japan 
Steam Navigation Company having opened 
new routes of navigation to Europe and 
America, a certain amount of progress wi 
made in shipping enterprises, but the results are 
yet far from reaching the ideal conceived by 
the promoters, Following is a comparative 
table showing the amount of imports and 

















exports undertaken by both Japanese and 
foreign merchants in Japan :-— 
Domestic Foreign 
merchants. merchants. 
Meiji ‘en ‘en, 
agit year +80,777;203 203,721,086 
3oth yea: + 123,935,070 252,893,979 


The cargo shipped in both Japanese and 
foreign vessels was as follows :— 





and the reason of the insertion of such a 
clause was the existence of Consular 
Jurisdiction, not ils pending abolition. 
Of course Mr. Tennant erred unintention- 
ally, but certainly it should have been his 
duty to lose no time in correcting the 
false charge preferred by him against the 
Japanese Diet and the Japanese Cabinet. 
The ‘very serious sense of personal re- 
sponsibility’ with which he is credited 
by Mr. H. W. Strong, ought to have sug- 
gested to him that to leave uncontradicted 
and unacknowledged a very gross error, 
the publication of which was his sole 
work, is not the course usually pursued by 
conscientious persons. 








The Daido Gakko, a school in the Settlement, 
Yokohama, devoled to the instruction of Chin- 
ese children, was opened on Wednesday 
The number of scholars already admitted is 
said to be 100. The Chinese have also form- 
ed an shane league which more than sco 





privilege, for himself, steer GOUgi les— Boyeki, 


Meiji. Domestic vessels. Fureign vessels, 
Yen, Yen. 

agth year 33.720 727 250,860,784 

goth year 98,800,548 301,629 811 





The amonnt of imports and exports both un- 
dertaken by native merchants and transported 
by native vessels may be totalled as follows :— 





Meiji, Native merchants. Native vessels, 
Yen. Yen. 
29'l year, 80,777,293 33:721,727 
goth year... 23 935,070 68,800,548 











FATAL EXPLOSION AT THE ELEC- 
TRIC LIGHT WORKS. 


Seige es 
Shortly after 6 o'clock on Wednesday even- 
ing one of engines in the Yokohama Electric 
Light Company's works saddeuly exploded 
with tremendous force, owing it is said, 
to the racing of the engine. The ceiling 
and a portion of the brick wall of the engine- 
room were broken, and one of the work- 
men was scalded by the escaping steam: 
a woman, we hear, was killed. At the time 
of the explosion the Minato theatre, near by, 
was filled with spect Amongst whom great 
confusion aiose, bit no-accident occurred. 
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CIVILIZATION, 


ee, 

HAT is “‘civilization”? We suspect 

that many people who prate glibly 
about the great abstraction would be just as 
much puzzled to answer the question as 
PILATE was to define truth. The Japanese 
savant upon whom devolved the task of 
finding a vernacular equivalent for the 
word, must have been sorely perplexed. 
Looking back to the origin of the term, 
he can not have obtained much help, for 
“civilization,” according to its Latin 
significance, meant simply the state of 
belonging to an organized community as 
distinguished from a state of rusticity or 
savagery. Obviously a literal rendering 
of the word would have conveyed to the 
mind of a Japanese no distinction between 
his own state and the state of the men 
proudly standing in the “ foremost files of 
time,” for he too belonged, just as much 
as they did,,and had belonged for fully 
fifteen centuries, to a highly organized 
community. The translator was conse- 
quently obliged to have recourse to a 
paraphrase. He selected four ideographs 
from the inexhaustible Chinese store, and, 
joining them together, obtained a quadri- 
syllable including the meanings “ learn- 
ing, enlightenment, improvement, and pro- 
gress” (bummer kaikwa). It was certainly 
an expressive pataphrase, and we dare 
say that Europeans and Americans would 
be content to acceptit as a full equivalent. 
But in sober truth what Europeans, and 
Americans understand by ‘civilization ” 
1s obedience to Occidental manners and 
The devout Christian, indeed, 
will tell you that to embrace Christianity 
is to be civilized ; but we leave him aside, 
since his definition would exclude the 
Greeks and Romans, and they, it may be 
presumed, will not be denied a title to the 
term. Consider the average Englishman, 
and you will find that everything at 
variance with the social conventionalities 
or moral canons familiar to himself is 
“ uncivilized” in his eyes. There is no 
other way of accounting for his attitude 
towards the Japanese, for example. Some 
time ago, the writer of this paragraph en- 
countered a party of British tourists in 
the streets of Tokyo. There were two 
ladies and two gentlemen, and the line was 
brought up by a guide, all in jinrikisha, 
One of the gentlemen turned round as he 
rode along, and shouted out to the guide, 
“Your country has been a good deal 
civilized in the last few years, hasn’t 
it?” ; to which the guide shouted in reply, 
“Oh yes? a good deal.” How free, 
pleasant, and condescending! This polish- 
ed Anglo-Saxon might have sojourned for 
years in Japan, yet he would never have 


customs. 





‘observed such a flagrant breach of civilitas 
on the part of an educated Japanese. We 
have now before us the comments of a 
Russian who spent two years in Japan, 





and is kind enough to parade his experi- 


bigtizea by GGOOgle 


ences for the benefit of the British lest 
they should fall into the error of regard- 
ing the Japanese as potential allies. O 
sancta simplicitas! ‘You do not know 
the Japanese,” says this Russian. ‘ They 
are not a great people. They have 
simply a veneer of civilization. Next 
year treaties of extra-territoriality fall in, 
and then you will find your mistake. 
Japanese prisons are places which are 
hardly fit to keep animals in. They are 
cages and dens, not houses.” A Russian 
talking about prisons is an example of 
admirable courage. And talking to Eng- 
lishmen, too, whose place in the ranks of 
“civilization” a few decades ago would 
have been very low indeed had it been 
appraised by the state of their prisons. 
But the phrase, “a veneer of ci 
has a convincing sound. What is “ civili- 
zation?” One would suppose from the 
statements of ‘ Sigma,” the Russian 
traveller,and from the glib talk of many 
another critic who takes care to be “ in 
the fashion,” that Japan had no civiliza- 
tion of her own when she re-opened her 
arms to foreign intercourse forty years 
ago, whereas she possessed a very high 
civilization ; a civilization in many re- 
spects not inferior to our own, in some 
superior, and in all capable of not un- 
favourable comparison with the civiliza- 
tion of Europe prior to the rise of the 
great wave of modern progress. Is it to 
be seriously contended that because the 
Japanese, in their isolation, did not climb 
to the mechanical, scientific, and philoso- 
phic heights ascended by Western nations 
under the spur of competitive rivalry and 
by the aid of interacting intellects—is it 
to be inferred that they lack the faculty to 
make such ascents? It appears to us that 
if critics like ‘ Sigma,” instead of stultify- 
ing themselves by blind subservience to a 
phrase, would sit down and compile a 
conscientious catalogue of the details in 
which Japanese “civilization ” falls below 
European, they would find themselves 
dealing, not with moral essentials, but 
with manners and customs which have nq 
radical significance, but are the mere out- 
growth of environment and tradition, 
“Civilization” isnot the real question, 
“ Civilization” has no poetic peculiarity : 
it is made, not born. The question is 
wholly one of race. If there is a raci 
deficiency, aracial incapacity on the part 
of the Japanese to be great, we are justi- 
fied in taking little count of their future. 
It were less wearisome and much more in- 
structive if some qualified ethnologist 
would discuss the racial of the 
Japanese, and so save us from these 
vague and superficial dissertations about 
« civilization” which consists itself mainly 
in superficialities. 
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S/R EDWIN ARNOLD AND THE 
SENSATIONALIST. - 


ey 

NY celebrated man is a good subject 

for sensational journalists. The pu 
revels in exposés of every kind, and if i 
could be proved that TENNYSON had once 
been an inebriate,or that DICKENS suffered 
in his youth from kleptomania, the persons 
eagerly interested 





revelations 
would be a thousand times more numerous 
than the delighted readers of ‘In Memo- 
tiam” or “ Martin Chuzzlewit.” No one 
understands that tendency of the human 
mind better than the American journalist, 
and none has at once the ability and the 
opportunity to exploit it more successful- 
ly—ability because United States customs, 
difficult of analysis, have educated to a 
high standard of expertness this particular 
talent ; and opportunity because the almost 
boundless spaces at the command of the 
American newspaper-man on Sunday, and 
the microscopic type of the American 
compositor, encourage the publication of 
essays from which English editors would 
shrink dismayed. Sir EDWIN ARNOLD is, 
perhaps, a greater lion in America than 
England. The series of lectures 
delivered by him in the States drew im- 
mense audiences, and the more people 
saw of him the better they seem to have 
liked him. What a coup, then, would be 
made by an enterprising journalist who 
should tear off this lion’s skin in the sight 
of American multitudes, and show that 
the noble animal had been masquerading 
in a borrowed hide, like the humble quad- 
ruped of the fable! 
magnificent, and a purveyor for the New 
York Herald recently set himself to act 
upon it with considerable adroitness and 
much more considerable unscrupulous- 
ness. He began by making a discovery 
in the pages of “Japonica,” a very pret- 
tily written and charmingly illustrated 
work on Japan, the combined production 
of Sir Epwin's pen and Mr. ROBERT 
Bium’s pencil. In the first: chapter of 
that dainty book, the author of “The 
Light of Asia” devotes a few pages to 
Japanese flower arrangement, a subject 
which, as our readers well know, has been 
treated with remarkable thoroughness, ap- 
preciation and insight by Mr. J. Conver. 
Sir Epwin ARNOLD has a fine sense of the 
value of good work, and one of the 
pleasant traits that he displayed during 
his residence in Japan was a most un- 
assuming receptivity, He took 
pains to instruct himself, and made in- 
dustrious application to all 
sources of information. Naturally when 
he wanted to speak of flower arrangement 
he went to Mr. CONDER’S writings and 
personally to Mr. CONDER himself, and the 
inevitable consequence was that the por- 
tion of Japonica” treating of this subject 
came to embody many of the results of 
Mr. CONDER’S research, sometimes set 


in’ such 
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forth in Mr. CONDER’S words, sometimes 
paraphrased by Sir EDWIN. Here it was 
that the sensationalist of the New York 
Herald made his “discovery,” Sir Ep- 
WIN ARNOLD had not always been strictly 
careful to use the conventional inverted 
commas when he quoted from Mr. CONDER. 
Sometimes he used them ; sometimes he 
did not. That was enough foundation for a 
charge of plagiarism. The sensationalist 
procured Sir Epwin’s photograph ; repro- 
duced it in imposing proportions ; wrote 
under it ‘Sir EDWIN ARNOLD, the Poet 
and Author of Faponica ; it now appears 
that the work on Japan, which has reached 
world-wide fame, was borrowed largely 
from other authors’; and added five 
columns of close print to establish this 
accusation and to prefer others of a vulgar 
and scurrilous type. Now it is undoubt- 
edly true that Sir Epwin in a few in- 
stances allowed himself to follow. Mr. 
CONDER verédatim, without explaining that 
he was doing so. But the simple fact is 
that whole discourse upon flower 
arrangement is avowedly an epitome of 
Conver’s Sir Epwin prefaces 
his synopsis by saying :— Those who 
would understand to what a pitch Japan- 
ese fancy has raised the art of flower 
arrangement should study a most erudite 
article published in The Transactions of| 
the Asiatic Sociely of Fapan upon this 
fascinating subject. Without the aid of 
at present. If she puts down her foot, 
she can dictate. But we doubt whether 
she intends to continue her opposition to 
Russia’s aspirations for an ice-free port 
provided that no commercial restrictions 
are the outcome. It has to be observed 
that war with China would not necessarily 
result from Russia’s appropriation of 
Port Arthur in the face of its owner’s pro- 
test. Assuredly Russia would not willingly 
add the horrors of war to the immorality 
of her seizure. She would simply sit down 
and defy China to push her out, a feat 
which China would scarcely attempt. It 
has also to be observed that Russia takes 
this extraordinary step on the very morrow 
of the declaration made the House 
of Commons. A singular coincidence, 
surely—a coincidence which must be 
taken to mean either that Russia is as- 
sured of China’s yielding; or that she 
does not count her demand a violation of 
China’s independence; or that she has an 
understanding with England ; or that she 
intends to defy England. If the last be 
her idea, it is singularly courageous, for 
the British squadron could blow her ships 
out of the water- without much difficulty. 
Our own belief is that she looks to obtain 
China’s consent, in which event there 
would, of course, be no pretext for the 
interference of a third party. Look at the 
matter how we may, however, the incident 
suggests consequenees not at all favour- 
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work, 


in 


able to the permanence of peace in the 





Far East. 
Go 





RUSSIA AND PORT ARTHUR. 
ees 

HERE seems to be no reason to doubt 
that Russia has asked China for a 

lease of Port Arthur, and has requested 
an answer from the Tsung-li Yamén at 
short order. The treatment that China is 
receiving parlakes largely of the comical. 
It closely resembles the method of the 
foot-pad who presents a pistol at a way- 
farer’s head and demands his money or his 
life. The choice, indeed, can scarcely be 
called optional, but the device has the 
agreeable result of inducing the way-farer 
to go through the form of surrendering 
Russia pursues pretty much 
the same line of procedure. She bids 
China hand over Port Arthur, or prepare 
after five days to be—what? That is the 
question. Is the thing to bea tragedy or 
afarce? Astoa warrant for the demand, 
no one pretends that there is any. Indeed, 
Russia’s advocates can find only one ex- 
cuse for her magnificently unscrupulous 
audacity. Germany was able to veil the 
immoral aspect of her Kiao-chou proce- 
dure under the cassocks of two mission- 
aries—a flimsy veil in truth—but Russia 
does not give herself the smallest concern 
to find apretext. She wants Port Arthur, 
and that is quite sufficient reason, she 
thinks, for taking it. This is certainly a 
grand era in the history of civilized pro- 
The world, with its finely elaborat- 


his purse. 


gress. 
ed codes of international law, has been 
accustomed to raise hands of horror over 
the deeds of FREDERICK THE GREAT, but 
behold, a greater than FREDERICK is here ; 
more than one greater, in truth. ’Tis of 
little use moralizing, however. The facts 
are more striking in their naked gauntness 
than they could be in any drapery of lan- 
guage. Japan, perhaps, has the keenest 
appreciation of their irony. It is almost 
an anniversary forher. Had Russia post- 
poned her demand for a few weeks, Japan 
might have said :—" This day three years 
I was turned out of Port Arthur on the 
solemn pretext that the occupation 
of the Liaotung Peninsula by a fo- 
reign State would be a menace to the 
safety of the capital, and 
now of the three foreign States that 
combined to turn me out, one is seated 
on the Shantung Peninsula, over the way 
from Liaotung, and another is preparing 
to seat itself on Liaotung.” It occurs to 
us at this juncture to speculate on the 
present feeling of the critics who so vehe- 
mently condemned England for not join- 
ing the Three-Power Coalition in March, 
1895. We ventured to say at the time 
that England had done right, 
galley with the three allies at the oars 
was not exactly suited for her to sit in, 
and that she had obeyed the natural 
trend of events as well as adhered to the 
lines of her proper policy when she stood 
aloof. 


Chinese 


that a 


It appears that our view was cor- 
rect, little endorsement as it received in 


Sete’ the world. Had England been 
U 





a party to the Coalition, her position now 
would be somewhat embarrassing. She 
would have on her shoulders the respon- 
sibility of having robbed the Japanese of 
the fruits of their victory, and she would 
also have the responsibility of conniving 
at the appropriation of the stolen goods 
by Russia. Would she have deemed jit 
her duty to insist upon her confederates’ 
observance of the principle set up for the 
purpose of driving Japan out of Liao- 
tung? Would she have reminded Rus- 
sia that if the tenure of the Regent's 
Sword Peninsula by a foreign Power con- 
stituted a menace to the safety of the 
Chinese capital in .1895, it constitutes an 
equal menace in 1898? Neither Germany 
nor France has recognised such a duty, 
and by refusing to recognise it, they 
become fparticipes criminis with Russia. 
We are glad to think that- England is not 
in the same boat. She has plenty of sins 
on her head already, and may very pro- 
perly begin to make a better record inher 
old age. It occurs to us, further, to 
speculate on the present feelings of the 
folks who have pinned their faith so long 
and so firmly to the “ Cassini Conven- 
tion.” That document handed over Port 
Arthur to Russia and made provision for 
the extension of the Siberian Railway to 
the Liaotung Peninsula, and now we have 
Russia presenting an ultimatum for the 
lease of a place of which she has already 
obtained the cession. Will the Cassini 
Convention survive this coup? Will its 
disciples tell us that Russia’s unceremoni- 
ous procedure is intended as a blind ; that 
she is so considerate as to humiliate the 
Chinese openly in order to supply them 
with an excuse for having already humili- 
ated themselves secretly? Pethaps so. 
Believers in the Cassini Convention are 
capable of believing anything. But it is 
much more interesting to consider whether 
China will yield to Russia’s demand, and 
whether Great Britain willinterfere. There 
is a possibility—not a probability, perhaps, 
but surely a possibility—that China may 
have some back-bone on this occasion. 
If she definitely refuses, and if despite her 
refusal, Russia proceeds to occupy the 
place, it will be difficult to say that the in- 
dependence of China, which the House of 
Commons has declared it necessary to 
preserve, is respected; for the situation 
will then be this, that any Power choosing 
to ask for a slice of Chinese territory can 
point to the Russian precedent. England 
is overwhelmingly strong in these waters 
such guidance, your Japanese gardener 
would, indeed, make you understand in a 
very little time, by the daily floral adorn- 
ments which he constructs, how little you, 
as an European or American, know upon 
the topic, and what scientific ideas ought 
to govern it. But we must go to Mr. 
ConpkER to get a just notion of true prin- 
ciples in floral decoration.” Then follow 
eight pages in which several extracts are 
taken Withy|\distinom avowal Mr. 
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ConbEr’s work, together with the two 
pictures from the same source, the prove- 
nance of which is scrupulously acknow- 
ledged. In fact, no unprejudiced reader 
can be deceived. He understands per- 
fectly well as he goes along that he is get- 
ting the gist of Mr. CONDER’s writings as 
extracted by Sir Epwin, and if the latter 
does not resort to wearisome iteration for 
the purpose of disavowing any claim to 
originality, he certainly adopts precau- 
tions which ought to have guaranteed 
him against .a charge of plagiarism. 
However, the sensationalist of the New 
York journal has had his “fling” and we 
do not suppose that Sir E>win ARNOLD 
will be much hurt. But since he can not 
descend into the lists to defend himself, 
we, who are in a position to speak with 
authority, venture to set down the true 
facts of the case, with the further remark 
that the Herald’s essayist has fallen into 
errors not only of judgment but of fact, to 
say nothing of taste concerning which 
every man has his own standards. The 
essay allegesthat when Mr. CONDER dis- 
covered how he had been served in the 
pages of “ Japonica,” the “ prideand plea- 
sure ” with which he had placed his manu- 
script at Sir Epwin’s disposal ‘were 
changed to wrath, chagrin and mortifica- 
tion,” which statement we have Mr. 
ConpER’s authority to deny ¢ tofo; and 
that “when the information about ¥apo- 
mca reached Japan, the European colony 
rose in wrath against the plagiarism,” 
which statement also, as a member of “ the 
European colony,” we deny absolutely. 
The whole incident merits mirth rather 
than grave treatment, but if we in Japan 
remain silent, our reticence may be very 
wrongly construed. 














THE FAR EASTERN SITUATION. 
peas egeai 

N Wednesday we learned by telegrams 

from London that Russia had prefer- 
red certain arbitrary demands in Peking, 
giving China only five days to consider 
her reply. On Thursday we were in- 
formed through the same channel that 
Mr. Curzon, replying to a question in 
the House of Commons, had disavowed 
any knowledge of the above facts. Mr. 
Curzon’s statement is not easy to under- 
stand, for there appears to be no room to 
doubt that Russia has asked China for a 
lease of Port Arthur and Talien, and has 
Tele- 
grams independently received in Tokyo 
confirm that news, so that Mr. Curzon’s 
alleged ignorance seems very singular. 
Russia’s demand is understood to have 
been presented on the 3td instant. Con- 
sequently China’s reply, supposing she 
made one, should have been furnished on 
the 7th, at latest. But it does not appear 
that China has given any answer. She 
recognises silence to be her simplest 


required an answer in five days. 


course. Failing an He what ai (G 





may Russia be expected to take? Re- 
cent incidents have almost taught us the 
folly of attaching any importance to mo- 
ral principles as guides of international 
conduct in these advanced times. Still 
we can hardly imagine such a hope- 


lessly unjustifiable procedure on Rus- 
sia’s part as. the waging of war 
against China solely because the lat- 


ter declines (o surrender a portion of 
her territory. If there were any cause of 
quarrel between the two empires; if 
Russia had any shadow of claim against 
China, the situation might wear a different 
aspect. But as it stands it is frank rob- 
bery. Is Russia prepared to place herself 
outside the pale of civilized Powers so 
completely and unequivocally? That is 
what wedoubt. It has long been the habit 
with some Englishmen to lay all kinds of 
sins of perfidy and unscrupulousness at 
the door of Russian statecraft. Such 
views have never been endorsed in these 
columns, and nothing shortof accomplished 
fact will convince us that the Government 
of St. Petersburg has deliberately com- 
mitted itself to a course which, so far as 
the canons of inter-state morality are con- 
cerned, is absolutely without precedent. 
There is, perhaps, something in the back- 
ground, and until every detail is known it 
will be wise to suspend judgment. As 
things now stand, the most credible in- 
ference is that Russia counts on China’s 
yielding and docs not seriously contem- 
plate the contingency of a resort to armed 
force. The threat which is said to have 
accompanied her demand, the threat of 
moving troops into Manchuria, means 
so much that one shrinks from contem- 
plating the results, It practically means 
the annexation of Manchuria by Russia, 
or, at any rate, the annexation of the 
whole portion lying eastward of the Liao 
River. We may reasonably doubt whe- 
ther, even in the absence of strong mili- 
tary opposition, Russia would attempt an 
operation of such magnitude with Vladivo- 
stock for her sole base. Many wild rum- 
have been the 
numerical strength of the forces massed 
in and about Vladivostock, but on the 
most liberal estimate we cannot suppose 
an army of more than forty thousand men 
available for a campaign into Manchuria. 
That is a ludicrously inadequate number. 
Every mile that separated the advance 
column from its base would involve the 
detaching of additional troops to guard 
the communications, and long before the 
invading force reached Kirin, the strength 
of its fighting line might be measured by 
hundreds. Besides, it is more than doubt- 
ful whether sufficient supplies could be 
drawn from Vladivostock. Even suppos- 
ing that they have been accumulated there 
—a very liberal supposition—their carri- 
age overland through Manchuria would be 
an immense task, requiring transport 
facilities on a vast scale. The use of the 
sea-board and access other 


ours circulated about 


bases) 


to 











of supply would be essential. But 
the use of the sea-board requires neu- 
trality on the part of Korea, Japan, 
and England, and access to bases of sup- 
ply other than Vladivostock is a condition 
inconceivable under existing circum- 
stances. After the completion of the 
Siberian Railway, establishing direct over- 
land connexion with Europe, and after 
the organisation of large depéts at various 
points along the route, it is not difficult to 
imagine a Russian campaign against 
Manchuria, as all the vital lines of com- 
munication would then be beyond an 
enemy's reach. At present, however, the 
talle of invading Manchuria sounds like an 
empty threat. Yet, we can not hide from 
ourselves that after Germany’s experience 
at Kiao-chou no project seems too daring 
when China alone has to be reckoned 
with. And it is just possible that Russia 
may have made up her mind to seize the 
opportunity; may have determined to 
strike an almost reckless blow for the 
consummation of her Far Eastern pro- 
gramme while England is occupied in the 
Soudan, in West Africa, and on the Indian 
frontier; while China is impotent, and 
before Japan is prepared. She could not 
well be less prepared herself, indeed, but 
perhaps she counts on entire immunity 
from interruption. That is an imaginable 
interpretation of her acts, and it gathers 
somestrength from her strange proceedings 
in Korea, where, also, she seems disposed to 
forceacrisis. But so far as we are concern- 
ed, we are unable to put such constructions 
on the situation, We doubt the truth of 
the statement that an invasion of Manchu- 
ria has been threatened, and are inclined 
to believe that Russia has done nothing 
more than prefer a somewhat peremptory 
reqest for a lease of Port Arthur and 
Talien, basing her demand on the pre- 
cedent of Germany at Kiao-chau, and not 
accompanying the intimation with any 
menace of war as a consequence of 
China’s refusal. After all, some sketchy 
outline of international etiquette may 
still be detected in the communications 
between Occidental and Oriental Govern- 
A cannon is not pointed at an 
Eastern nation simultaneously with the 
first proposal made to it, especially when 
the proposal refers to a friendly con- 
In short, while there appears to 
be no room for doubting that Russia has 
applied for a lease of Port Arthur and 
Talien, and has asked for an answer in 
five days, there is much room to doubt 
whether any threat of 
cion accompanied the 

whether Russia contemplates recourse 
to force in the event of China’s refusal. 


ments. 


cession, 


armed coer- 


application, or 








One of the home sporting papers tells a 
thrilling story of peril in the hunting field. A 
gentlemen of Louth has had the misfortune to 
be “thrown about a mile from that place, and 
kicked.” The kick might surely have been 
spared, ‘This is the kind of story that ought to 
he kept fenthe smoking-room after dinner, 
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THE “ IFI" ON THE REVENUE. 
ele ae, 


The estimates for the 31st fiscal year, says the 
Fifi, will correspond with those for the previous 
year according to Article LXXI. of the Con- 
‘stitution, But it is absolutely ne¢essary that 
a supplementary budget should be presented 
at the special session of the Diet in May. 
Whether the proposed revenue is to be derived 
from increased taxation, and how the railway 
and public andertakings loans in arrear are to 
be raised, are questions now under investigation 
by the Minister of Finance. Supposing, how- 
ever, that the programme of increased expendi- 
ture contemplated by the Matsukata Cabinet is 
to be followed in {ts entirety, and that in liew 
of resorting to increased taxation 0 lo raising 
loans, foreign or domestic, appropriations may 
be made of the Indemnity already received, 
the accounts will stand thus :— 

















yen. 
Installments of Indemnity received... 245.745 049 
Payments from the above— 
Special war expenses .crssssern 78,957.164 
Estimatesfor the 2gth fiscal ye 40,022,623 
Estimates for the goth fiscal year... §0,509.118 
Loans for railways and publ 
tundertakings 15,400,000 
Total ... . 184,488,205, 
Balar . 60,856 141 
Sums teceived from China for the 


garrison of Weibai-wei are included in the 
general accounts, But as the appropriations 
of the Indemnity for the 31st year and the public 
loans which temain to be raised from the 
29(h to the 31st year amount (o 35,521,098 yen 
and 37,331,500 yen respectively, while the 
amount of loans to be raised during the 31st 
fiscal year does not fall short of 49.947,324 
yen, the deficit reaches 61,943,781 yen. 

When this deficit is added toa loan of 13 
million yen—which must be obtained from the 


Bank of Japan for the 31st yeatr—and reduc- 
under 










FIRES IN TOKYO. 
ae 

Atg o'clock on the evening of the roth inst., 
fire broke out in the northern portion of the 
barracks lying outside the Sakurada Gate and 
overlooking the Hibiya Parade Ground. By 
the northern portion, we mean the wing stand- 
ing opposite the back gate of the Foreign Office, 
on the lower slope of the street leading to the 
Privy Council Building, There are not any 
troops now quartered in these barracks, and at 
the moment of writing we have not learned any- 
thing as to the origin of the fire. Fortunately 
tie night was perfectly calm, Had the con- 
fligration occurred on either of the preceding 
vights, when halfa gale was blowing, wide- 
spread destruction of property must have re- 
sulted. Indeed, a very slight breeze from the 
uorth-east would have carried the flames across 
the narrow street to the outer buildings of the 
Foreign Office, and thence, perhaps, to Prince 
Avisugawa’s residence. Five steam-engines 
were speedily at work, and although the situa- 
tion was not favourable for obtaining water, the 
firemen succeeded in confining the conflagra- 
tion to the building in which it occurred. 
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ONTHL¥ CUS10MS RE2URNS. 
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The following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for January last, showing the foreign 
trade of the Empire forthe month :— ° 

1858. 
suuvar vay. 
10,916,330,0f0 
18,871, 125.900 


Exports 
Imports 








1. 29,787,485.010 


Total exports and 
7:984,825.890 


Kixcess of imports 





customs poriss. 


Exports 
Imports 
Miscellaneous. 


120,365.189 
484,168-755 
25,620,521 








630,147,465 


Total 











tions are made in various taxcs LOLAL VALUE OF BXPORIS To AMD tatrowTs FROM VARIOUE FORK! 
revision the figures will stand as follows :— or 
Exports. _Imports. “__ Total. 
yen. Silver Yen, Silver Yen. Silver Yen 
Defic seveee 61,943,781 1,861,024.540 1,652 529-680 3,513,554.219 
Loan 13,512,566 | vj, aastoeets —Bsr67.778 30. ath.Bse 
Redueti 3.795 646 227.680 1,832,629.482 1,83:,857.360 
346,642 320 £65,308.560 
Total. s+ 79.257,993 410,5:6.420 10440470.799 





Thus it is plain that even though the portions |7} 


of the indemnity already received are appro- 
priated, there sull exists a deficit of over 79 
million yen. 


We (Fapan Mail) think it well to point out} 


that the installments of the Indemnity entered 
in the Fiji's accounts do not include the portion 


still dae, and now certain to be paid in May,|& 


namely 72} million taels, or 108 million yen, 
ately. 











MARRIAGE OF MISS SAITO. 


——_+ 





On the 6th instant Mr. and Mrs. Saito Shin- | & 


ichiro entertained a large party at the Maple 
Club to celebrate the marriage of their eldest 
daughter to Mr. Kasai Nobu, The guests, 
pumbering about « hundred and thirty ladies 
and gentlemen and including many of the 


most proniment men in officialdom, journalism, | § 


banking and commerce, met in the suite of 
spacions rooms forming the western wing of 
the building, and after inspecting the wedding 
gifts, which were sumptuous and numerous, 


proceeded to the upper storey, where dinner was fj 


se-ved, and where many beautiful dances were 
subsequently performed by the artistes of the 
Club, Mr. Saito, whose services in the Foreign 
Office and alterwards in the Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce, seemed to promise 
a brilliant official career, resigned his position 
as Vice-Minister of State owing to a grossly 
unjust attack made upon him in the House of 
Representatives in its stormy days, and after two 
or three years of work in the capacity of a rail- 
way president, became chief editor of the Shogyo 
Shimpo, which is proving a great success under 
his able management. 





387,052 $89 
8377-400 
















51715:867 B00 
35 J78,sro.s90 
Germany” 1 "Fgeye49 8 0 11424,526.410 
Switzerland | "$0,832.050 "205,010 236 
ryeiBg gre 60,738.60 
Waitin 3co187,423-809 
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1192 888 420 7,3824299.770 12,575,188.180 
[987.461-360 9,207,784-190 23,195,333-580 





16,248.90 19¥,006.310 "308,355.290 
Nagasaki 5.980 1,763,699.540 2,838,153.520 
Hakodate 23> 093.310 20,330.540 








Shimonose 50 590.836 450 
Moji... 7.209 319.777-600 
Hakata — 35433,760 
Karatsu 14440 182 231448.380 
. 79,600 345.420.839 
i 18.730 123,283.490 
Shishimi Bia joo 3863-360 5,394.960 
Sasuna 8,634,080 8,919,900 37,354.580 
Hamada = 560 308.5: 
Sakai = 4424539 4424.610 
Muroran 44,650,000 = 441050 c00 
Otaru 11,195,000 = 13,325,000 
Export: 7:603,756.080 
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Import: 


Total... 
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4,000,290.820 
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6,748.348.890 










Excess of imports 





By Japanese Merchants { FxOt 


¢ Exports. 


By Foreign Merchants) fmports 








12,703,950.120 
73.039.910 








Imp 


gle 


ted by Government +++ 











fl 10 press, and eng 





FIRE AT KOBE. 
See eig 

The Kobe Chronicle of the 3rd inst gives the 
following account of the destructive fire which 
occurred that morning at the Kobe Pier Co. 
godowns:—This morning about one o’clock 
fire was discovered to have broken out among 
the raw cotton under the Pier Company’s largest 
shed. An immense quantity of cotton was 
there, and the flames must have got a firm 
hold upon it before they were discovered. 
‘As the first fire brigades appeared on the 
scene in response to the alarm, the flames 
broke through the wooden roof, and the 
volume of flame which ascended cast a 
lurid glow all over the harbour and the 
town, ‘The roof soon fell if. Superintendent 
Sim, who had four Settlement engines at work, 
directed his attention first to saving the shed in 
line with the K. R. and A. C, boathouse pre- 
mises. The flames had already leaped across 
the little roadway and had got a hold upon 
the cotton stored there and the roof of the 
shed, but skilful work and an abundant 
water supply enabled the brigades to save 
this shed. Of the great quantity of cotton 
stored therein only about 50 or 60 bales were 
damaged by the fire, The larger shed and all 
the cotton under its roof, which amounted to 
hundreds of bales, was destroyed completeiy, 
much of the cotton being reduced to white ash, 
At the back of this shed were some brick go- 
downs and a wooden godown quite full of rice. 
It must have been an extremely difficult job for 
the brigades to save the wooden godown, but 
they succeeded. One end of it is completely 
burnt off, but the principal damage to the rice 
has been caused by water. Between the brick 
godowns were wide passages with wooden 
roofings which readily lent themselves as fuel to 
the flames. These constituted a great.source of 
danger to the other godowns as yet out of 
harm’s way, and itis due to the work of the briga- 
des in the neighbourhood of these sheds that 
the conflagration was not doubly as disastrous 
as it has proved to be. One of the passage 
roofs was burnt completely, but only the end 
of the other suffered. The heat was so intense 
that the brick godowns had begun. to crack. 
The damage to cotton alone is estimated at 
not less than 190,000 yen. The other cargo 
which has suffered includes cement, iron plates, 
and rice, Upon what insurance companies 
these losses fail it is scarcely possible as yet to 
say. The cotton is still burning as we go 
s will probably need to 
play upon the debris all day. Only the Settle- 
ment engines and one or two Japanese brigades 
are standing by, and the men look throughly 
tired out. 








Particulars areto hand of the fatal fire at Kobe, 
on Tuesday. The fire occurred in Sannomiya, 
Ichome, onthe south side of the railway, 
tween one and two o'clock. It originated in a 
grog-shop kept by an Englishman named 
Talbot, where some American sailors are said 





veto have been staying, and one of these, a man 


named George Eaton, was burnt to death. 
When taken from the déérfs the body was un- 
recognisable. Next to the grog-shop was & 
kerosene store and this burned so furiously that 
about half-a-dozen Japanese houses were bumt 
to the ground. The fire was caused by a lamp 
accident in the room which Eaton, who had 
been drinking heavily, was occupying. 











The cost of improving the public thorough- 
fares in Tokyo is estimated, says the Chuo, at 
173,314 yen, which amount is (o be disbursed 
from the rst April this year to the 3rst March 
next. The area to be repaired covers one-fourth 
of the highways, as it extends over 478,534 
tsubo, the average expense being 36.2 sen per 
Jsubo. With regard to bridges, improvements 
have already been made in some, but others are 
to be repaired during the 31st year at a consider- 
able expenditure, the number marked out for 
whole or partial reconstruction being twenty, of 
which five are to be of stone, eleven of wood 








and four of iron. 
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FAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
SES ets 
The issue of the Industrial Bank's Special 
bonds is to be undertaken, asserts the Zokyo 
Asahi, by April next. 








On the evening of the 1st instant, an entertain- 
ment was given by Count Itagaki at the Maple 
Club to Marquis Ito, the Premier ; Baron Suye- 
maisu, Minister of Commanications, and Mr. 
Sone, Minister of Justice. Several of the 
Liberal leaders, Messrs. Kataoka, Okageki, 
Suzuki, Nishiyama, Saito, and Sugawara, were 
also in attendance, ‘I'he cordiality displayed 
may be regarded, the Tokyo Shimbun remarks, 
asa sign of future co-operation, 

















From the Zokyo Shimbun we gather that the 
government forests in Hokkaido extend to 
about one and a half million cho (3% million 
acres). Some of them must be reclaimed 
for colonists, though others may be retained in 
their present condition, The area which has 
already been laid under cultivation is in Ishi- 
kati 635 cho, in Iburi 1.399 cho, in Shiribeshi 
6,922 cho, in Toshima 471 cho, and in Kitami 
1,219 cho. An area of 59,767 cho was reclaimed 
in the 28th year of Meiji and 93,116 cho in the 
2gth year, the aggregate total being 152,884 
cho. 











The, Nippon publishes comparative tables 
showing the stock of silk in Yokohama during 
the past five years as follows :— 







1898. 1897. 1896. 1895. 1894 

Bales, Bales, Bates, Bales. Bales. 

Filatures 6,482 20,147 4,903 11,113 
Zakuri 7,670 9.716 7,307 4.003 6,950 
Orikayeshi .... 1,659 1,254 | 073 908 1,711 
373 «14 4h tT) 

22.125) «2k 2570 

20 16 


40. 14 54 
9,724 17,621 28,396 10,435 20,024 
Sales of tea last month amounted, according 
to the Michi Nichi, to 47,100 catties, while 
stock in hand aggregated 94,000 catties. 


The High Agricultural, Commercial, and 
Industrial Council was, according to the Tokyo 
Asahi, inaugurated on the 2nd instaut, with 
Mr. Shibusawa as President and Mr, Masuda as 
Vice-President. The members, twenty-two i 
all, are as follow :—Messrs, Yasuda Zenjiro, 
Yamamoto Tatsuo, Takahashi Korekiyo, Okura 
Kibachiro, Shoda Heigoro, Otani Kohei, Naka- 
no Buyei, Yamamoto Kametaro, Kanematsu 
Fusajiro, Okada Shoko, Sugnki Chozo, Yendo 
Keishi, Metsudo Gengoro, Tanaka Gentars, 
Nakamura Yeisuke, Inouye Kakngoro, Inonye 
Zintaro, Fojita!Denzaburo, Thaka Ichibei, Sano 
Rihachi, Snyinobn Miebinari, and Kondo 
Rempei. Mr. Oisuki, secretary of the Agricul- 
tural and Commercial Department, and Mr. 
Minobe, Councillor of the same Department, 
wete appointed as Managers (Karyi). 














The tendency to excess imports noticeable 
since last year is not, remarks the Shogyo, likely 
to cease ina year ortwo. The trade for January 
this year presents surprising features of inequa- 
lity, the imports reaching 18,870,000 yen in 
value, while exports fell short of 16,900,000 yen. 
In investigating the condition of trade since 
1887 it will be found that an excess of imports 
in the trade for January was noticeable in 1888, 
1890, 1894, 1896, and 1897, exports predomi- 
nating in all other years. ‘I'he amount of excess 
in January, 1388, was 560,000 yen; in 1890, 
720,000 yen ; in 1894, 1,290,000 yen; in 1894, 
1,290,000 yen; in 1895, 6,520,000 yen, and in 
1897, 1,470,000 ven. In no year has the excess 
reached 8 million yen, as in Januaay of this year. 
The outflow of gold daring January did not fall 
short of 6,790,000 yen. The Shogyo anticipates 
that this disadvantageous tendency will continue 
for some time to come. 














The imperfection in the means of communi- 
cation in the capital ix universally recognised, 
asserts the 7//#. There have been two different 
schemes for providing an electric railway, the 
applications for them being presented in 
the 23rd and 28th year of Afes/i respectively. 
But to neither was official sanction granted. 











zed ty GOOgle 


The indifference of the authorities, our con- 
temporary remaiks, is indeed startling, The 
latest intormation places the length of tram- 
ways at a little over three rg, railways at 1} 
ri, and the number of jsinrikisha at 42,005. 
While the capital is possessed of 230 rf of high- 
ways of over 6 feet in width 18 citizens cannot 
be contented with rail and tram lines of less than 
abri. 

The idea of extending the silk trade in Kobe 
will, remarks the Chwo, be discussed ai a gene- 
ral meeting of silk dealers trom Kwansai to be 
held there on the ioth instant. This project has 
a near connection with the opening of a branch 
in Kobe of the Yokohama Specie Bank, inas- 
much as the trade in silk cannot be successfully 
carried on without special loans by the Bank on 
the security of goods. These loans are granted 
free of interest by the Bank of Japan. But the 
amount already appropriated tor this purpose 
by the Head Office in Yokohama has been con 
siderable, and it may be supposed that the issue 
of similar loans in Kobe will be attended with 
more or less embarrassment The Specie Bank, 
however, having approved the Kobe silk trade 
scheme, will, the CAuo asserts, shortly arrange 
to increase its present capital, 


The Michi Nichi has from time to time 
published reports with regard to the new agri- 
cultural and industrial banks throughout the 
empire. The sime paper now states, as the 
result of the lates! investigation, that the district 
branches and amounts of capital for which 
special ion was given by the Finance 
Minister are as follow :—Tokyo, 350,000 yen ; 
Kanagawa 400.000 yen; Chiba, 800000 yen: 
Nara, 500,000 yen ; Miye, 700,000 yen; Aichi, 
1,500,000 yen ; Shizuoka, 1,000,000 yen ;.Ya- 
manashi, 300,000 yen; Shiga, 500,000 yen; 
Gifu, 1,000,000 yen ; Yamagata, 600 000 yen 
Tottori, 300,000 yen ; Okayama, 1,000,000 yen ; 
Kagawa, 300,000 yen; Kagoshima, 500,000 
yen ; Miyazaki, 500,000 yen ; Saga, 300,000 yen, 
Of the above prefectures thirteen have already 
received funds from the Treasury. 














The excessive abundance of sub sidiary coins 
in the market has, alleges the Chuo, caused 
serious inconvenience to the various banks in 
the capital, The Central Bankers’ Council 
was lately entrusted by the Finance Department 
with the work of investigating the matter with a 
view, if necessary, to altering the policy hitherto 
pursued with regard to the withdrawal of one 
yen paper, But so long as the scheme for the 
recoinage of subsidiaries is in operation, it is 
impossible 10 suspend the exchange of paper. 
Acertain financier has remarked that the 1e- 
minting of yen pieces into subsidiaries is not 
an enterprise just devised, but that it was con- 
templated at the time when the new coinage 
system was introduced, A sum of forty million 
yn Was to ve minted into subsidiary coins, 
while thirty millions were to be sold as bullion. 
The stock in the Treasury amounts to fifty mil- 
lions, and if out of this sum forty millions were 
sold, the Government would incur serious loss 
Ainsee depreciation of the 
Recoi under the circumstances, 
is a step absolutely indispensable. 

















We have already commented, says the Jif, 
on the curtailment of the means of com- 
munication and the increased tisks to mail 
matter, It may now be added that the 
number of telegrams has, increased fourfold 
during the past ten yeats from the zoth 
to the 2gth year of Afesji, while the linen 
show an increase of more than donble the 
length, and telegraph offices are about five 
times the original number, Déspite the ex- 
pansion of machinery, however, delays and 
errors have greatly increased. The autborities 
are disposed to altribule these defects to the in- 
sufficiency of the fuads available, but it is none 
the less certain that perfunctoriness and want 
of activity on the part of the Government in 
making necessaty arrangements are the direct 
causes of the grievance. From 1887 to 1891 
telegraph wires increased in length at the 
tate of 12 per cent. a year, while offices show 
i increase varying from 3 to 43 per cent, Such 





a disproportionate arrangement naturally con= 
tributed to the occurrence of delays and errors, 
The length of wire is still quite disproportionate 
tothe number of offices where telegrams are 
dealt with. The bungling of the authorities, 
the Fifi adds, necessitates an outlay of twenty 
million yen for the improvement of the tele- 
graphic system. 


The inequality of foreign trade seems to grow 
more serious with the lapse of time. ‘The 
figures for the two ports, Yokohama and Kobe, 








during last month show an excess in imports of 
over 8,300,000 yen. Thus :— 
Yen. 
++ 9,933,060 
18,255.966 





28,189,026 





Excess of imports 8,322,806 

The chief factor in the inequality is the in- 
creased import of rice, cotton, machinery, and 
iron, while a serious decrease is noticeable in 
the export of silk, (?) silk textiles, and cotton 
fabrics, The present adverse condition of 
commerce, remarks the Shogyo, is likely to con- 
tinue, Asa result there was a large outflow of 
gold and silver, as the following figures will 
show :— 




















Yen. 
Export of specie 5,900,294 
Import wee 796.670 
Total... sereaetatessesssrsees 65,762,064 
Bxcess of exports su 5,169,624 





The four prominent marine insurance com- 
panies in the empire recently passed a resolu- 
tion with regard to the revision of fees, ‘and 
the boats and sailing vessels are now dealt with 
according to the altered regulations. The next 
amendment, which is to come in force from 
the rst May, refers to steamboats and their 
cargo, ‘The ordinary rate of insurance, says 
the Shogyo, was formerly three sen, but itis now 
raised to five sen, As regaids the insurance of 
cargoes in steamships, the following increases 
are made in the rates:—(1) Anything con- 
tained in a box lined with zinc plate, in 
creased by 20 per cent. (2) Things 
packed with vamished paper (shébudami) and 
then wrapped over with oil paper, réwiu, or 
coarse mat, or those packed with rugs after the 
foreign fashion, 30 per cent. (3) Goods not 
definitely specified, but perfect in package in 
all ordinary points, 4o per cent. (4) Sugar, 
tea, tobacco, flour, fancy goods, matches, cot- 
ton-seeds, &c., 60 percent, The rst and 2nd 
of the above items are to apply only when the 
mode of packing is avcurately stated in the 
application for insurance. In all cases of dis- 
asters such as stranding, sinking, fire, or colli- 
sion, full compensation is to be made whether 
the losses are entire or in past. ‘The fees for 
ordinary boats as against ships of improved 
plan and greater size are considerably raised. 
Below are the details :— 





















Improved Ordinary 
Between. beats. boats. 
Sen, Sen, 
Osaka and Hiogo 8 30 
i 10 35 
8 30 
Kove. 8 30 
Tokyo and Yoko 6 20 
Vokohama & Yoko: 12 30 
Vokkaichi and Atsuta 10 20 
Yokkaichi & Kuwana 5 10 





That China will pay the remainder of the 
indemnity at oncg is now to be assumed as a 
fact asserts the Hocht, How the indemnity 
shonld be used is a question under discussion 
in all parts of the empire. The arguments may 
be epitomized into four as follow :—(1.) Finan- 
ciers are of opinion that the full payment by 
China of her indemnity affords a unique op- 
portunity for adjasting tangled finances; the 
amount of public loans—6o ot 70 million yen— 
to be raised for the goth and 3rat fiscal years, 
together with the deficit in revenue of 70 or 80 
million yen might be supplied by the indemnity. 
(2.) Business men are disposed to urge that the 
money should be appropriated for the redemp- 









tion of sfonieale. It this course be taken, the 
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various companies which are about to crumble to 
dust in consequence of the policy of curtailment 
adopted by the Bank of Japan, will revive, and 
no more complaint about tradal depression will 
be heard, (3 Scientific economists assert that as 
the indemnity installments received during the 
past two years have had the effect of fostering 
an excess of imports to the amount of over 100 
million yen, s0 the receipt of the whole re- 
mainder, whether the money be appropriated 
for government undertakings or for the liquida- 
tion of domestic loans, will surely bring about 
greater embarrassment and more serious depres- 
sion in trade than has hitherto been experienced. 
The prosperity which the Indemnity money 
seems to secure is anything but real. The in- 
demnity, if paid, ought to be preserved as a 
deposit in the Bank of England till tlie econo- 
mic communily is restored to its normal condi- 
tion, (4) Politicians suggest that in order to 
show the magnanimity of the Japanese the re- 
maining installments of the indemnity shall be 
given to China as a present. 





The ordinary general meeting of the Central 
Tea Dealers’ Council was held on the 26th ult. 
to discuss the estimates for the 318t fiscal year. 
Ot a subsidy of 5,715 yen for the year under re- 
view, 2,007 yen were delivered to each of the 
Corporations in Kwanto and Kwansai, while 
1,700 yen were allotted to the Kiushiu Corpora- 
tion, Tha estimated expenditure for the exten- 
sion of the market for the 31st year was also 
discussed, and fixed at 70,000 yen, 57,000 yen 
to be appropriated for expansion of the trade in 
Canada, 10,000 yen in Russia, and 2,800 
yen as expenses for the Central Council. The 
above amount is to be supplied by a subsidy 
from the Government, The programme is re- 
gard to the extension of the market is as fol 
lows :—(1) Advertising the excellent quality of 
Japanese tea in the principal newspapers and 
magazines published in North America and 
Canad: d by the adoption of other means. 
(2) Distributions of green tea and tea-utensils 
gratis in the important parts of North America 
and Canada. (5) The despatch of a number of 
commissioners to those countries on a tour of 
inspection, and the maintenance of branches 
in New York and Chicago. (4) A tea house or 

« houses to be established in North America, or 
a subsidy to be granted to such an institution 
already existing there. (5) Advertisements or 
notices to be put up at shops opened in the 
above mentioned countries or at places of public 
resort. As to Russia, sub-offices in Vladivostock 
aré to be maintained, and commissioners des- 
patched to the Siberian districts as occasion 
requires. There is to be a rigorous inspection 
of tea in the three leading ports—Yokohama, 
Kobe and Nagasaki. 











On the night of the 3rd inst. Count Itagaki, 
accompanied by Mr. Suzuki, repaired to the 
Premier's official residence to deliberate upon 
the various topics which require the immediate 
attention of the Cabinet. The points at issue 
were the adjustment of finances, the reform of 
domestic as well as Formosan administration, 
the revision of the Election Law, &c. The Count 
is reported by the Chuo to have freely express- 
ed his opinions on those problems. ‘The ques- 
tion of financial adjustment, he stated, is now 
under investigation by the Finance Department, 
To put the finances in order fora year or two 
isa matter of io serious concern; but to es- 
tablish the foundations of a permanent financial 
arrangement is a matter of immeasurable diffi- 
culty. The condition of the,economic market, 
aswell as the future prospects of the foreign 
trade of Japan, must be taken into considera- 
tion, The necessity of introducing reforms 
in domestic administration can not be denied 
With this in view the former Cabinet had ap- 
pointed a special commission consisting of 
officers from the various Departments, and not 
infrequently had it happened that, in discussing 
military affairs, a delegate from the Agricultural 
and Commercial Department, who was entirely 
ignorant of matters of warfare, committed the 
folly of expressing his views onthe subject. How 
could success be expected from such a hetero- 
geneous Council? 





therefore, that a general policy should be follow- 
ed by the various Government Departments in 
regard to the proposed reform of finances, For- 
mosan administration, too, ought no doubt to be 
reformed, and steps in this direction would shon- 
ly be taken, The revision of the Law of Election, 
the Premier remarked, had long occupied his 
mind, and he pledged himself to make it a far 
better system than it now was. Steps would be 
taken (o remove all the abuses inherent to the 
free municipal systems of administration. 








INCIDENT OF THE RUSSIAN 


INTERPRETER. 
pbaldy biicla at 
We take from the last-received issues of the 
Sdul Independent the following items with 
reference to the recent attempt on the life of the 
Interpreter of the Russian Legation in that 
city—not the Russian Interpreter of the Im- 
perial Court, as we stated when the telegram 
arrived in Tokyo:— 


Mr, Kim Hongniuk, mterpreter of the Russian 














KOKEAN NOTES. 
Se aes 

In an obituary notice of the late Prince 
Parent, the Tai Wén-kun, the Zndependent, alter 
stating that from 1863 to 1872 he was practical 
ruler of the country, gives the following resumé: 
of the remarkable incidents of his sway :— 

Some of the leading features of interval admit 
stration were the rebuilding of the Kyengkok 
palace at a Wemendous cost; construction of the 
government buildings in the front of the same 
palace, now used by the various departments, 
widening of the streets in the cily 5 repairing of 
Uhe city gates and walls; establishment of arsenals 
in five different localities; organization of war 
juaks Kangwha and Tongyung districts; 
minting high denominationed cash and manulac- 
turing old fashioned cannon for the army, Bes 
sides these improvemants, he also inaugurated 
some of the most corrupt practices among the 
officials and cruellest punishments for the people. 
He commenced the practice of selling offices, 
especially the provincial offices, to the highest 
bidders, and instituted the custom of borrow: 
ing money from the well-to do classes without tho 
least intention of paying it back, One of his 









































Legation, was attacked by three assassins last 
Tuesday night about half-past 8 o'clock on his 
way {om the Palace to the Russian Legation and 
received several cuts on his right ear and shoulder, 
Itseems that Mr. Kim went to the Palace early 
in the evening and transacted some business and 
later was returning to the Russian Lega He 
had with him two policemen who were walking 
behind him as body guards. Three Koreans 
appeared on the road as soon as Kim and his 
policemen reached the lave behind the customs 














buildings. Two of the three men grabbed the 
policemen and threw them down the bank, while 
the other man attacked Kim with a sword. K 





taised his cane and warded off the blow and + 
into the little back gate of the Palace, While 
he was runuing he ceceived another blow fiom 
behind, His screams and noise brought out the 
soldiets and policemen from the inside of the 
Palace gate, who rescued the wounded man, ‘The 
assassins escaped as soon as the rescuing party 
reached the spot, It is said that the wounds ave 
not serious, and by careful treatment’ Kim will 
recover. 

Edict :—How is it that police authorities permit 
the swords of an assassin to appear in the dark 
ness of night? Is there anything more start! 
than this? [f the police pesform its duties 
such a careless manner, what is the use of mains 
taining the so-called Police Department? We 
hereby order the Police Department to capture the 
culprit within three days (Irom the 22nd inst.) and 
if it should fail the chief commissioner of police 
will be severely punished.- The Home Office is 
also hereby ordered to ue special efforts in cape 
turing the perpetrator of the crime, (The edict 
is intended to facilitate the capture of the would 
be assassin of Kim Hongniuk, the interpreter of 
the Russian legation,) 

‘The Police Department has arrested several 
jous men in connection with the alt 

ion of the Russian interpreter. 



























assassi 
lice Department thinks that some of Kim's friends. 





from Hamkyeng Do attempted the deed to satis! 
a personal grudge. A man named Kim Seileuk is 
supposed to be the guilly one and is now lodged 
in the police station. The suspected man is from 
the same village in Hamkyeng Do where the 
interpreter formerly lived, Rumour hasitthat Kim 
Seikule is a naturalized Russian and has been 
very intimate with the wounded man, If he is 
found to be guilty the Korean government ought 
to demand of the Russian government ample 
tediess for the wou of a valuable and useful 
citizen of this country, that is if the guilly man is 
a Russian subject. 

The following official despatch has been received 
by the Foreign Office from the Russian Minister : 
«As the meritorious interpreter of ome Legation, 
Kim Hongnink wag returning to his own houye 
inside the Legation compound last evening from 
the Palace, he was attacked by # band of scound- 
tels who intended to kill him, but fortunately they 
missed him, [extremely hate such unheard of 
daring gang and hereby request Your Excellenc 
to report the matter to Elis Majesty, Your En 
peror; and to search out the conspirators. Tt is 
hecessary not only to punish the actual culprits 
but to find out the instigators of the crime, Even 
the instigators be high in rank, their stations must 
hot be considered in the proper administiation of 
justice,” etc. 

We give verbatim our contemporary’s quaint 
version. of the Russian Representative’s note. 
It will be curious if the Interpreter’s would-be 















































Tt was OOF 


assassins turn aut to have been under the 
adership of a Russianized Korean, 








most cruel acts was the wholesale massacre and 
persecution of the native Cluistians. Ic is said 
that he had some ten thousand innocent men, wo- 
men and children killed because they were sup 
posed to be believers in Christianity, I this 
connection we might mention that_many brave 
souls suffered martyrs’ deaths with Christian for 
titude and unswetving faith, ‘This massacre may 
be an indelivle stain upon the character of 
the Prince, but the heroic deaths of so many 
faithful followers of the Cross will go do 
the history of the Korean chareh as a glorious 
demonstration of the firmness of faith which the 
wative Christians possessed, We must not criticise 
yhe 
because he thought such was his duty. In 
years he realized his mistake, and, to some extent, 
le confessed his barbarity. 

The unfortunate and unncessary bloodshed at 
Kangwha between the crew of an American war 
ship and the soldiers in the Korean fat took 
place Iwo years alter the beginning of the Tai Wén- 

1's régime. This unpleasant affair could have 
been avoided if each side had understood the 
motives of the other. 

For nearly ten years the Prince was known 
among the people as a tiger, His name was te. 
verenced in all parts of the country and his ordets 
were obeyed from the highest to the lowest. 
However, he was mote feared than loved by the 
masses. 







































It is stated that the Korean Foreign Office 
failed to offer any expression of condolence to 
the Japanese Representative in S6ul on the a 
nouncement of the news of HLH. Prince 
Yamashina’s death, 











Au unpleasant litle affair has occurred be- 
tween the Japanese Legation and the Police au- 
thorities in Séul. A Korean employé of the 
Legation, while en roude for the telegraph station 
carrying message from the Japanese Minister to 
be despatched to the Consulates in Chinnampo 
and Mokpo, was arrested by the police for smok- 
ing along pipe in the street. Despite his re- 
monstrances, he was detained five hours at the 
police station, and finally re-conducted to the 
Legation by two policemen who asked the 
Japanese Minister to authorize his arrest. The 
Minister declined to consider the application 
unless it came through diplomatic channels and 
complained to the Foreign Office of the conduct 
of the police, the Chief Commissioner of the 
latter having refused to apologise, ‘There the 
matter rested at the date of latest advices, 






The Independence Club in Séul has address- 
ed a very strong memorial tothe Throne pro- 
testing against. the surrender of financial 
authority and military control to foreigners, 
The memorial is, of course, directed against 
Russia, 

Tne Tai WGn-kun’s death occurred al 7 p.m. 
on the 22nd of February. He had completed 
his 88th year in January. It appears that he 
had suffered for a considerable time from chro 
nic dysentery, and that the death of his wife last 
December aggravated his ailment to such an 





extent as to dispel all hope of his recovery. 


Icig stated that the life of the Interpreter of 
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the Russian Legation was saved by the British 
marines stationed near the Custom 





mation of the deed. 


There are now six Korean newspapers in 
Sénl. Two of them are Christian publications, 


The first locomotive tor the S6ul-Chemalpo 
Chemulpo from America, 





Railway has arrived i 





The camp of the Sdul-Chemulpo Railway 
Company on the other side of the river at Séul 
was destroyed by fire on the 15th February, 


Mr. Carley, the Engineer in charge, lost some 
300 yen worth of clothes and instruments, 


It is alleged that the Russian Representative 
Soul has asked the Kore: 





Teges (1) of issuing notes and mintingcoins, (2) 


of transinitting the interest, &c., on the country’s 





foreign loans; (3) of collecting the Govern- 
ment’s revenues and paying the officials’ sala- 
ries ; and (4) of establishing branch offices and 
agencies throughout the country. To the 
officials of this Bank is attributed the objection 
to the use of stamped yen and chopped dollars, 
which, they are represented as saying, bring 
only the value of bullion and thus canse loss to 
the Government when silver depreciates. We 
shontd like to know what silver coins—apart 
from subsidiary—bring more than the value of 
the bullion they contain, 








CHINESE NOTES. 


LSE ELS 

Shanghai is to have a system of electric trains. 
Atleast the Municipal Council has decided to 
submit a.scheme at the next annual meeting of 
the rate-payers, and no donbt is entertained of 
its acceptance. 





“We understand, 
News of February 28th, “that an Imperial 
decree was issued last week authorising the 
construction of a railway from Tientsin to Chi 
kiang by way of Shantung; and that on this the 
German Minister, Baron Heyking, protested on 
the ground that Germany must have the first 
right to construct railways in any part of the 
province of Shantung.” We regard this news 
as very apocryphal. No Power cau obtain from 
the Chinese Government a national concession 
to construct railways in any part of China to the 
exclusion of other treaty States. That would be 
a plain violation of the most-favoured nation 
clause. 





Prince Henry of Russia is expected to arrive 
in Shanghai abont the roth instant, It is 
proposed to give a ball in his honour. 


Seven or eight years ago we used to heara 
great deal about the navigation of the upper 
Yangsize ; Mr. Archibald Little's presistent 
attempts to obtain permi: mn; the carious 
objections raised by the Chinese Authorities, 
who declared, among other things, that the 
monkeys in the gorges wouid toll rocks down 
on any steamer attempting to pass, and the 
apparent supineness of the British Government, 
Perseverance, however, conquers all difficulties, 
We now read in a Shanghai journal 
follows :— 

We have aleady noticed the departive from 
Ichang for Chungking on the 15th inst. of Mr. 
Archibald Little's small steamer, the Leechuen. 




















House, 
‘They interfered in time to prevent the consum- 


» Foreign Office to 
grant to the new Russo-Korean Bank the privi- 


says the VC. Daily 





a steamship service from Ichang to Chungking, 
commencing this spring, How will Mr. Litle’s 
proceedings influence them, we wonder. And 
how will Mr, Litile’s vessel get past the New 
Rapid? The enterprise is of the greatest in- 
terest. It successful, it means that Szechuan, 
with its twenty millions of inhabitants and im- 
mense resources is at length open to trade. 





A noteworthy departure has been made in 
the Chinese tea trade. It is the organization 
of a company by the teamen of Hankow for 
preparing tea by machinery. China has lost 
the British market almost entirely and mow 
depends chiefly on Russia for a market. The 
fact is attributed to. her faulty preparation of 
the leaf, and jidging from the result of experi- 
ments made last year at Wenchow, the theory 
seems to be right. ‘The new Hankow company 
is remarkable in the tact that waile its mem- 
bers are Chinese of good commercial standing, 
its chief director, who is to have full power to 
manage the affairs and engage the emp-oyés, is 
a foreigner, Mr. R.B, Moorhead, Commissioner 
of Customs at Hankow. 








It is alleged that something in the nature of 
a sharply defined difference of opinion has oc- 
curred between the Emperor of China and the 
leading provincial authorities. His Majesty de- 
sires to do away with the territorial regiments, 
which proved themselves quite useless in the 
war with Jepar to apply the funds 
squandered on their maintenance to the organi- 
zation of an efficient, foreign-drilled amy. He 
issued orders in that sense al the beginning of 








& 





last year. But the provincial authorities 
find their account in haudling the pay of 
the regiments. Hence they desisted from 


disbanding the regimenis, Then came the 
recent troubles with Germany and Russia. Once 
again the Emperor sent an urgent decree re- 
quiring the disbandment of the useless regi- 
ments, But several Viceroys and Governors re- 
plied by sending up memorials in which they 
virtually refused to carry out the Imperial 
instructions, The Emperor is now said to have 
sent round a peremptory order which must be 
obeyed within six months on penalty of im- 
peachment for treason, 


The municipal budget of Shanghai for 1898 
shows an estimated revenue of 992,408 Tls. and 
an expenditure of 989.368 Tis, The Land Tax 
is raised from 3, to ;%, of one percent., and the 
Foreign House ‘I’ax trom 8 to 10 per cent. on 
assessed rentals. The outlay on roads is 80,000 
Tis. 


“Viceroy Chang Chih-tung,” says the W.-C. 
Daily News, “ according to a letter received 
from Wuchang yesterday (March 3rd), bas ap- 
pointed six of his most promising young military 
officers to go as a Military Commission to Japan 
for the purpose of studying the military system 
of that country, Ic is not unlikely that as a 
result of the Commission a number of Japanese 
officers will be invited to come over to China to 
give the benefit of their knowledge tothe mili- 
tary organisation of the Liang Hu provinces, It 
is also reported that the Viceroy has been 
strongly advised to employ Japanese in prefer- 
ence to German military instructors for his new 
disciplined army.” 


It is stated that the Chinese Government has 
decided, for strategic reasons, to builda railway 


We understand that Mr. Little had a great deal beiween Hankow and Chinkiang before com- 
of trouble in. getting off, pilots and engineers| mencing the great trunk line from Hankow to 
all gelling frightened at the last moment. The] Paving Br. Yung Wing b.c., otherwise Ex. 


ese officials. did all they conld—of course, 
they had never heard of the Shimonoselei treaty ot 
“favors edenation ” clauses, and had no insttuctions 
from Peking—to delay the Leechuen’s departure, 
but Mr. Holland, the Batish Consul, showed 















himself most capable and energetic, and success- 


fully frustrated all thei devices. Dr, Collins, who 
went a little way in the Leechuen, reported on 
return that she reached a point twenty 

above Ichang in three hours, thus making between 
six and seven Knots against the stream, though 
towing a wupan, with 15 men and 8 tons of coal in 









her, on one side, and a red life-boat with her crew | 


on the other. We trust soon to hear of her arrival 
al the far western port to which she is bound. 


‘The Japanese were understood to be planning 


Digitized by GOOle 


pectant Taotai Yung Hung, is to have. the 
direction of the construction of the Hankow- 
Chinkiang road. 


The pantomime of “ Cinderella,” with ballets 
land all accessories, was given at the Lyceum 
Theatre in Shanghai by the Shanghai Amateur 
Dramatic Society on the 3rd instant. Over 120 
persons took part in the performance. It seems 
| to have been a brilliant success. 





We find the following in the Peking and 
Tientsin Times ;— 


Hitherto, inland-passes—that is to say, passes under 
cover of which all imports, on paying an extra half 








duty, can be taken to any place in the interior free of 
likin—were valid only on the condition that the goods 
described on the puss were actually taken to the place 
of destination given on the pass and there disposed of. 
The goods were not allowed to be sold on their way to 
destination, Zc, in transit. But Baron von Heyking 
has persunded the Tsung-li Yamén to alter this regula 
tion and in future imported goods will be allowed 
sale in transit. Only some trifling formalities have to 
be gone through, in order to sufe-guard fiscal interests, 
otherwise there are no longer any restrictions, and 
merchants will thus be able to take advantage of 
every favourable opportunity of selling their goods 
on the way. Wemay add that by the direction of 
the Tsung-li Yamén the regulations for the new mode 
of inland transit were drawn up by Sir Robert Hart, 
and in a form entirely meeting the wishes of the Ger. 
man Minister. to whom great credit and thanks are 
due for having opened a new road for fair trade. 














MR. FUNKER'S CONCERT. 
UES RNa ae 

Mz. A, Junker, who, assisted by a number of 
Yokohama amateurs, gave a concert on Thurs- 
day night at the Public Hall, is a violinist of 
quite exceptional attainments, and his  per- 
tormance was one of the most enjoyable the 
music: lovers of the Treaty Port have had for a 
long time past. Mr. Junker has a complete 
mastery of the instrument, his techwique is per- 
fect, and he plays with great expression, All 
his selections—and he appeared in seven out 
of the ten items on the programme—were ex- 
cellent, but perhaps the most appreciated were 
a solo, De Beriot’s Ninth Concerto, a duet with 
Mr. Ellis (who also contributed in capital style 
Chopin's E. Flat Polonaise), and two solos, F. 
Riess’s Gondoliera, and a Gavotte by C, Bohm, 
The singing of Mrs. Mollison and Mrs. Payne 
corrected any tendency to monotony in the pro- 
gramme. The duet, Rubenstein's “Song of 
the Birds,” was very nicely rendered, and fully 
deserved the unmistakable encore it received. 
Mrs, Mollison was also heard to great advant- 
age in Gounod’s Serenade. Mrs. Doering 
played several of the accompaniments. 














NEWS OF THE WEER. 


ey aes 

Dr. James Cantlie, late of Hongkong, bas 
been appointed joint editor with Dr. Simpson, 
late Health Officer at Calcutta, of » new medical 
journal entitled Zhe Fournal of Tropical Me- 
dicine. Dr. Simpson was at one time Medical 
Officer of Health for Aberdeen where Dr. 
Canitlie graduated, 


What a terrible thing a misplaced comma 
can be! The China Mail desired to pay a 
high compliment to one of the amateur actresses 
in the recent A.D.C, performance, but this is 
how the “comp” frustrated its good intention : 
—Kathleen,” as we have already slated, is 
what the critics correctly call an “acquisition,” 
and we can only express the hope that we shall 
Wild in many more import 
is and other seasons. 








The steamer Sefsuyo Maru, which arrived in 
Yokohama on Friday morning last, is reported 
to have encountered @ very severe gale in Gen- 
kainada while on her way from Nagasaki, and 
had a narrow escape from founderin, 
same steamer ix also reported to 
perienced a terrible time in a storm w' 
way from Taku to Nagasaki, the vessel having 
left the former port on the rgth ult, with a cargo 
of rice and sugar, 


We learn from the Boyeti Shimbun that legal 
proceedings were institmted in the Yokohama 
Local Court on the 4th inst. by Mr. J. M. Cot- 
ta, of No. 114 Settlement, Yokohama; against 
Mr. Kobayashi Kurakichi of No, 30 Nichome, 
Yamamoto-cho. Yokohama, for the recovery of 
yen 150 yen. It appears that Mr, Cotta sold 
405 cases of leather for yen 400 10 Mr. Koba- 
yashi on the 23rd February last and received 
yen 250 in cash, the balance to be paid by the 
28th Febrnary, The date having passed and 
payment not having yet been made of the 
balance due to Mr. Cotta, the present action has 
been taken. 


On Monday afternoon Messrs, L. D. Abra- 












ham & Co., represented by Mr. C. N. Crosse, 
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brought a claim in the U.S. Consular Court 
at Kobe for the recovery of a sum of $3,000 
(gold) against Mr. C. W. Collier, formerly 
a partner in the firm, as money due for 
vances on goods consigned to the defendant 
in the United States. Mr. Collier filed no 
answer, and did not appear. Messrs, Olmstead 
and Ziegfeld were sworn in as associates to act 
with the Judge, Mr. S. S, Lyon. Judgment was 
given next morning in favour of plaintiff. 





A sad accident is reported by a Kobe con. 
temporary :—" On the afternoon of the 28th 
ult. three children, two ten years old and the 
other thirteen years, were playing together in a 
match factory at Kujo, Osaka, and in the tem- 
porary, absence of the father of one of them, 
who had bgen crushing muriatic potash, the 
children took hold of the pestle. The potash 
suddenly exploded and one of them was killed 
instantly, The two others were badly burnt and 
died on the following morning. 





On Saturday afternoon Superintendent Mor. 
gin of the Yokohama Fire Brigade was called 
in to the Ceniral Hotel, No. 179, Settlement, 
one of the. chimneys being apparently on fire. 
On examination Mr. Morgin found that smoke 
was coming through the floor of one of the 
rooms over the kitchen, the wall of the room, 
which was of wood and plaster, having caught 
fire from overheating ‘of the cooking range, 
which was erected too near the wall. After the 
wall had been broken into a few buckets of 
water extinguished the fire. 


In the Far East it is hard enough to follow 
the Chinese question ; but the English of Sierra 
Leone must find it harder, Here is the 
“news” provided in an issue of their local 

aper :— 

Be London, December 29th. 

Il is reported that thirteen British warships and 
Chemulpo, Russian, have occupied Kinchan, 

December 31st. 

The report is confirmed that four British war- 
ships are at Chemulpo. 

Protest supersession of the Britisher Brown by 
Russia as Financial Adviser. 

A real Chinese puzzle this. 





The association of the different Japanese emi- 
gration companies has been practically effected. 
The chief officers of the various companies 
have been holding their general meeting at the 
Imperial Hotel since the 28th ult., and on Satur- 
day important resolutions were passed, and 
signed on behalf of the Oriental Joint Stock Emi- 
gration Co., the Japanese Emigration Co., the 
Hiroshima Co,, Ltd, Kissa Emigration Co., 
the Japan Emigration Co, of Osaka, the Kosei 
Emigration Co., Lid., Kumamoto joint-stock 
Emigration Co., Morioka Emigration Co,, and 
the Emigration Co. of Tokyo. A deputation 
has waited on the Vice-Minister of the Foreign 
Department. Mr. T. Huga, M.A., was elected 
President of the Association. 


The recent scenes in the French Chamber 
were 80 exceedingly rowdy that even the repor- 
ters caught the infection and became rampant. 
“We,” writes one, “ were all in it: we stood on 
the seats and yelled our own ideas.” Students 
of French history, remarks a home paper, know 
that every revolution in France has began by 
the interference of the public in Parliament, 
One of the “heroes” of the disgraceful scene 
has refused a duel. M. Janiés, one of the fore- 
most in bandying insults, says:—" When, in 
reply to an insulting interruption of M. de 
Bernis, I treated him as a scoundrel and a 
coward, E made up my mind to call him out, 
but as a few minutes later he attacked me and 
struck me from behind, I consider that he has 
placed himself outside the rules of honour, and 
henceforth I ignore him,” 





On Friday evening last the house occupied 
by Mr. W. Styles in Yamoto-dori, Sanchome, 
Kobe, was burnt to the ground. Mr, Styles, 
we learn from the Chronicle, was in the act of 
opening a drawer in one of the bed-room upstairs, 
but the drawer being locked the force of the pull 
caused the small glass lamp which had been 
standing on top of the chest of drasvegs to topple 
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over on to the floor. The oil container broke 
and the room was al once enveloped in flame. 
The fire alarms were slow in being rung, and 
when the fire engines came upon the scene it 
was too late. Even had they been earlier, it 
would scarcely have been possible to save the 
house, which was built not twelve months ago 
and belongs toa Japanese, The furniture was 
insured. 


On the evening of the gth instant, Baron Y. 
Iwasaki and Baron H. Iwasaki entertained Mr, 
T. Walsh, who is now on a visit to Japan, at 
their Fukagawa mansion, Among the guests 
were their Excellencies Marquis Ito, Coun 
Matsukata, Count Inouye, Count Okuma, Sir 
Ernest Satow, Colonel Buck and Baron Rosen, 
and Mr. G, Lowther, Mr. H. W. Denison, 
Mr. E. Dun, Mr. T. B. Glover, Mr. J. Conder, 
Mr. N, Zumoto, Mr. Uriu and Captain Brinkley. 





A Japanese employé of the Yokohama En- 
gine and Iron Works met with a fatal accident 
on the P. & O. steamer Borneo on Sunday 
night about 11 o'clock, The unfortunate 
man fell down the hold of the vessel, a dis- 
tance of some 30 feet. The doctor of the 
ship was on board at the time and did all that 
was possible, but the injuries received were so 
serious that the man died a few minutes after 
the fall. The body was removed to the Police 
Station. 


Early on Sunday morning the body of a sea- 
man uamed Rock, belonging to the British 
steamer Oopace, was found by the police near 
the northern gate of the Yoshiwara enclosure 
at Magane-cho, with very severe injuries on the 
head. The Kotobuki-cho Police advance the 
theory that the man had gone to sleep under 
the influence of liquor and had been frozen to 
death during the night. A Coroner’s Inquest 
will be held at H.B.M.’s Consulate at 10 a.m. 
to-day, 





Unrest seems to have existed in Saitama 
prefecture for some time past in consequence 
of the electoral campaign of Mr, Hagino and 
Mr. Mochida, the former being a Liberal and 
the latter a Progressive. On the 6th instant a 
dispute arose between the adherents of these 
two candidates the result being that five of the 
Progressives were more or less wounded. Mr. 
Kamishio, of the injured party, went to lay 
information against the rioters at the Police 
station, but on his way was stabbed to death. 
The whole prefecture, according to the 
vernacular press, is in au uproar. 








ARNOLD, NORMAN, AND AN 
INTERVIEWER. 


ae IES. 

Concerning the Arnold-and-the-Vew Fork 
Herald incident to which we have already re- 
ferred, the London Aforning Leader prints a 
couple of interviews that will certainly interest 
our readers, Before reproducing these inter- 
views we may uote that the London journal 
shows itself fairer than the New York, for it 
points out that Sir Edwin prefaces his pages on 
flower arrangement with an explanation which 
leaves no doubt as to the source of their facis, 
The first interview is particularly delightful, for 
it shows Sir Edwin baffling his questioner with 
the suave and polished resolution which he 
knew so well how to display :-— 


Atepresentative of The Morning Leader called 
upon Sir Edwin Arsorld last night to show him 
the Herald's haif-page article, and ask him what 
he thought of it, Our reporter writes as follows : 

‘The great journalist welcomed the small one 
with exireme kindness and courtesy, He led me 
from the dining-room, into which I had been 
shown, tohis cosy study, and, pointing to a couple 
of big easy chairs standing close together before 
the fire, said we would make ourselves comfortable 
in them for our conversation. Kor a moment we 
stood in front of the fire while I tool the copy of 
the Herald trom my pocket and spread it open, 
with its huge type headlines standing boldly out 
making its charge. 

* And what is it Lcan do for you?” began Sir 

a 

“TL want, sit, to show you an article in the 




















N 
UN 





New York Herald,” | veplied, and started to hand 
the paper actos». 


“Indeed !” said Sir Edwin, as he looked at the 
paper and was closing his fingers upon it, * What 
is it about 2” 

“ Ivis about yourself, 
or heard of it perhaps?” 

“ About me, is it? What is the date?” and Sic 
Edwin withdrew his hand from the paper. 

It is the latest Sunday issue to reach this 
ntty, and is dated 26 Dec. last.” 
Ha! [have not seen it and T won't.” 


“ But Sir Ed 





; but you have seen it, 









them, never—reviews, flattery, 
T won't look at it’ put it away. 
“But this is neither a review nor Alatiery.”” 
“ What do you say it is, then 2” 

“* [tis about your book “Jap 


01 
4 Ltell yon you are not to tell me what it 
says, I will not hear it, What odds is it to me 
what itsaysP Now, Lam imperative, put it away, 
and we'll talk of something else.” 

« Sic Edwin, [’m sure you'll forgive me, but this 
is a serious- 

“T donot care, [haven't seen it and I do not 
intend to, No! I say I won’t hear even what it’s 
about, and then I shall never know.” 

* But, sic, this acticle says you— 

“Let "sno veason why I should know 
what it does say, and I will not know, Put it 
away at once or I shall bid you ‘ Good night.” 

"Indeed, Sir Edwin; but you should know, 
My people might publish something of this. [tis 
a matter of public interest. But I shonld not like 
your refusal to he misunderstood.” 

“*My dear sir, Zhe Morning Leader will take 
care of itself, Nice thing! Here you want to 
bel me and hear my defence beforeshand and all 
Mve got to say about it, [tell you I do not know 
Ihatthe article says, and I will not, There, be 
done, Sit down, [5 there anything else I can do 
for you? What, you came about that alone? 
Then T must wish you ‘good night,” Delighted 
to have met you. Very kind of you to come a 
to take so much trouble about me. But I won’t 
talk about myself, nor care what anyone says of 
me. Good night, sir, good night? 








sand it says 





















































Conseqnent upon the pub iterest excited 
by the accusation of plagiarism levelled at 
Edwin Armold by the New York Herald in ie 
ton to his work entitled * Japonica,” a vepresen- 
tative of The Leader yesterday waited upon Mi, 
Henry Norman, the author of “ The Real Japan,” 
and assistant-editor of the Daily Chronicle. It 
should be stated that the interviewer himsell has 
travelled much in the Far East. 

“Cleatly it is a matter for Sie Edwin Arnold 
and for him alone,” said Mr. Norman, [cis 
impossible for anyone else to say one word, inter- 
esting though the matter undeniably is.” 

“ Here,” said Mr. Norman, producing a beauti 
ful volame maguificently illusteated with Japanese 
prints, ‘here is the copy of Mr, Conder’s book— 
the volume said to have beew ‘plagiatised ’— 
which Mr. Conder_was kind 
all the way from Tokyo. 
Conder’s knowledge of his fascinating subject 
could be bettered or improved upon. He loves 
Japan, its people, its institutions, its wondrous 
flowers—a language in themselves, as it were—in 
shor!, so saturated is he with the atmosphere of 
the Flowery Land that I believe Mr. Conder 
thinks Japanese.” 

At this point Mr. Norman's clever wile—the 
much-travelled |" Mén€é Muriel Dowie,” 
“Gil in the Karpathians 
joined in the conversation with an evident i 
the accusation and in Sir Edwin’s possible at- 
titude. Mis, Norman knows and likes *€ Japoni- 
ca," and knows and likes the Conder book, too. 

“It is a cutious chance,” said she, 
husband should possess a copy of the brill 
clever and interesting book by Mr. Conder, upon 
which is based the New Vork Herald's ' grave 
charge,’ is it not? — Tshall be quite concerned to 
see what—if any—developments attend this storm 
in a Japanese teascup,” 

“T hope,” said Mr. Norman, ‘they won't 
say dieadful things about the amplification of 
my book, on which you find me engaged at this 
moment! My publisher is being guilty of the 
deeadfully dating and ori feat of pro- 
ducing 4 more expensive instead of a cheaper 
edition of a book issued several years ago! Am 
sowry [ cau say more about the Herald con- 
troversy ; all T know is that Mr, Conder is one 
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of the most instiucted, as he is also one of the 
most enthusiastic, authorities upon the Lotus- 
Lardy ainsl fr 








March 12, 1898.) 


. CORRESPONDENCE. 
a pe 
THE GOLD STANDARD, 


‘To tus Epiror or rue “ Japan Matt.” 

Sin,—Was there any definite 1eason actuating 

the Japanese Government when it determined to 
establish a gold instead of a silver standard in 
Japan a year ago? ‘This is a question that must 
uzzle the minds of all who have taken interest 
he monetary legislation of Europe aiid Ame- 
ing the past quarter of a century. 
To anyone who has studied the advantages of 
the silver standard and who recognizes the fact 
that Japan industrially and commercially has 
reaped those advantages as long as she clung to 
that standard, “ T.W.” in his letter to the Fapan 
Mail of February 11th, gives the only rational ex. 
plan: ‘According to this opinion the Govern: 
ment in power intended fo fix or ctystalize the 
benefits it had derived from the silver standard, 
and to do so beyond the possibility of vecall 
‘Were silver to be restored by any legislation of an 
international character to its old. parity with gold, 
Japanese industries would sufler a reverse in al 
most direct proportion to the benefit received from 
the s Med depreciation of silver, id to avoid 
this contingency Japan adopted the gold sta 
dard at the ratio of 1 to 32 (nearly), This same 
explanation of the motive of the Government was 
given in an English per 1 (The Bimetallist”) 
when the news of Japan’s monetary legislation 
reached London. it was also the reasou at first 
assigned by the Fapan Mail when it became e 
dent that the Matsukata Cabinet intended to it 
troduce a gold bill into the Diet. 

But little or no evidence in support of this view 
can be found. ‘T'bis was not the reason offered by 
the Gdvernment, it was not mentioned by mem- 
bers of Patliament, or even, with a single excep- 
tion, by the Japanese piess. If one were to 
ques hundred intelligent. and well informed 
Japanese it is doubtful whether a single individual 
would mention this motive as the t is 
of last year’s monetary experim 
from this that another reason or other reasons 
must have been at work. 

I should like to offer the following exp 
of the change. ‘The adoption of the gold standard 
in Japan was a Government measure, It was not 
demanded by any political party or by any definite 
dy of busivess men, The then Government was 
dominated by a belief in gold per se, as are certain 
Americans and Europeans at the present time. 
In Count Matsukata’s speech before the Diet will 
be found abundant proofs of this preference for 
gold, ‘The speech is along glorification of gold 
and a deprecation of silver. ‘The same attitude 
was taken by all the other gold advocates when 
the bill was under considerat ‘Their speeches 
show an enthusiasm, a state of mental elevation, 
when they refer to the supposed superiority of the 
gold standard. According to these penetrati 
intellects prices in Japan fluctuated more tha 
other countries and these fluctuations were atui- 
butable to the jations the value of silver. 
They did not stop to consider the changes of 
prices with which gold countries have been afflicted 
in the past twenty five years, According to their 
views the labouwing man in Japan was defrauded 
of his veal wages by the fall of silver! Did they 
compare.the conditions of the labour market in 
Japan with those of gold countries? Nay more, 
These sagacious critics attributed to the silver 
standard the want of foreign capital in Japan, and 
prophesied an economic paradise when the gold 
standard was adopted, 

From all this it is clear why the motive offered 
by “T.W." as an explanation of Japan’s action 
inapplicable. In order to accept his exp 
the gold advocates would have been cons 
to acknowledge the benefits conferred by the 
jilver standard upon Japanese industries and 

nerce. ‘They would have had to confess 
derived immense advantages in neatly 
every department her economic life from 




































































































































of 
the decline of the gold value of silver during 





the past fifteen years.- But this did not suit 
their purpose, Count Okuma, Count Matsukata 
and their supporters—the entire coterie of gold 
standard-men—have always had a strong pre- 
ference for the gold standard. ‘They have gone so 
far in extreme cases as to confess regret that Japa 
ever departed from the gold standard, It was out 
of the question, then, for them to urge rationally 
the resumption of gold only on grounds of pru 
dence or expediency, T.W." does, viz. to 
guard the prosperity that Japan had derived from 
the white metal. 

It is difficult to get even from the best informed 
Japanese a consistent reason for the change of 
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That the gold standard would facilitate the 
ntroduction of foreign capital. 
2. That it would eliminate the fluctuations of 
excliange with the countries of Europe and 
America. 

3. That it would prevent a further rise of prices. 

4. That gold is the money of the more civilized 
countries, 

5. That gold is by its nature better than silver 
as its value is much greater weight for weight, 
Connected with this is an unreasoning pre- 
judice for gold existing not only in Japan but 
in certain circles of Europe and America. 

After much sifting of evidence I have come to 

the conclusion that the last two reasons bad most 
influence in promoting the gold legislation of last 
year. Some well informed people assign other 
motives, but as the latter ace strenuously denied 
by other equally well informed individuals, we 
can hardly accept them as true, 











G. D. 
CALIBAN. 


To THe Epitor or THE “JAPAN Matt.” 

SiR,—I teally do not know if it be worth while 
to bore yourself and your readers by reverting to 
the subject of our late litile encounter. Ouly with 
respect (o what you calliny “explicit grievance” 
about the delay publication of my letter to 
you, I think it only fair to say that Ihave wo reason 
whatsoever to doubt your expla 1 of it, more 
especially as [ must frankly acknowledge that my 

i e the fist of an ancient 
Egyptian in an advanced state of intoxication, and 
that the manager of the Fapan Mail very courte- 
ously did send me a proof of the communication in 
quest But with respect to your editorial com+ 
ment a week later, you must do me the justice to 
acknowledge that I wrote inthe Kobe Chronicle 
(what is the use of always referring to it as a 
Kobe journal?) as follows :— 

Possibly the crime of republishing it (my letter 
to you) with approbation in the Kobe papers sup- 
plied a legitimate pretext for advecting to the 
matter atsuch a belateddate. However that may 
be, at all events the Afadl has justified my calcula- 
tions and played my game just to a nicely.” 

Your explanation shows that the supposition i 
the first of these two sentences was correct, Now, 
it is equally tue that I honestly did count upon 
what bas actually taken place, when I penned the 
letter to you, Oncealready (in Oct., 1890, I think,) 
Tsent you a letter which you refrained from publish+ 
ing till [had it in type in the Gasette office (with 
au accompanying note of explanation), and when 
you didpublish iton the morning of theday whe 
itwas lo appear in the Gasette, I got into sad 
trouble with Paddy Anglin in consequence. Since 
then T have, with much amusement, seen you play 
other people in the same artistic way ; one gentl 
man especially you lured on to thin ice in a fashion 
that showed that the yods must have originally 
marked you out either for a diplomatist or a Socra- 
tic philosopher. It is certainly not by any means 
on ny lastletter to you that venture to rear what 
you call my “imposing edifice of inference” about 
your “minor tactics.” The inference about them 
was drawn long ago, and the letter in question was 
concocted to fit in with my theory (whether right 
or wrong). Aud it suited (o0,—pat,—although 
alter your explanation it would seem that, as we 
say in Scotland, that came “ mair by luck than 
gude guidin.” 

However, that is not the main thing, and I don't 
fancy the local public find) much spiritual joy in 
the casual fencing of a pair of joumnalistic gladia- 
tors. Allthat Tam anxious about is that for the 
good uame of Japan, and for the comfort of myself 
aud my fellowslieges—more especially of the petti- 
coated section of them—Caliban be put in his 
place. Of course coolies have rights (we have left 
the age of shita ni iro far behind us) and these 
tights must be respected. But His Majesty King 
Coolie must understand that other people also have 
rights, and that these too must be respected 


Very truly yours, SCOTUS. 
Omori, March sth, 1898. 



































































































TOPICS FROM THE UNITED STATES. 
ee FCEE Ron 
(Seectatcy Written ror THe “ Jaran Matt, 





A Ithaca, February, 1808. 

In this age of the world, when the ocean no 
longer separates but unites nations, when 
even wars may be decided on sea rather than 
land, the interest in naval matters has reached 
high water mark. Captain A. ‘I’. Mahan has done 

















standards. Alist of motives woul 
followin yitized | 





a little to revive the general interest, both 





" 
elude the ‘ei 1 and popular, by his writings on the 
Bs mice of sea power in history, This pffi¢er poh mary gal 





made his mark first in 1883, by his fascinatis 
little monograph in the handy series issued by t 
Sctibner’s on The Navy and the Civil War. 
His was the third volume, and dealt with The 
Gull and Inland Waters,” the work showing not 
only the conscientious historian but also a grasp 
of principles and details and a mastery of langu- 
age, that were in themselves the prophecy of 
greater things. An equally warm welcome to his 
later writings has been given in all countries where 
the English’ language is spoken, and in nearly 
every maritime country in Eucope and in Japan 
his works have been translated. 

Even the launching of a ship has become a 
matter of considerable popular interest. This is 
not only because of the personal element which 
enters into all things human, bat (1) becanse of 
strong opinions both for and against the contin. 
uance of ancient pagan customs; (2) because of 
strong prohibition and temperance op 
against the sentiment for and personal liking of 
Kentucky whisky, California wine, and impotted 
liquors of all sorts, (3) largely also, we are bow 
to add, because the Japanese have shown us a 
most excellent ceremony at the launc' 
of the ship. [tis well known that among sai 
who are usually reckoned superstition 
trong notions of orthodoxy concerning the 
personages and auguries ata ship launch. To 
this day, as I have seen in new books published 
only last month, and as I know fiom acquaintance 
with sailors, the tradition about the Chesapeake 
still holds its own, like a dogma that defies both 
science and ridicule, 

‘The unprejudiced historian reckons as the chief 
elements in the victory of Captain Broke and the 
Shannon over Lawrence and the Chesapeke in 
1813, ‘the superiority of British seamanship, 
discipline, valour, and perfect unity on one side, 
against disorganization and even mutiny in anew 
and caw crew aud the death, early in the battle, of 
the American commander, All these, however, 
weigh as feathers only in the scale wherein 
placed, on the other pan, the fact that the Ches- 
apeake was a failure from the first, that she stuck 
fast on her ways when being launched, and was 
always an unlucky ship from this formal bitch 
between d water. No wonder, then, that 
she struck her colours, when assaulted, in an utterly 
unprepared condition, by the treacherous broad= 
sides of the Leopard. This was during a time of 
peace and only a few miles away from the spot 
where the new battleship Kentucky is, ducing t 
month, to slide from her ways and change the 
world of her habitation from land to water, 


It is no wonder, then, that the nautical teapot 
has been recently quivering with a tempest of no 
slight force, for the proposal to have a martied 
lady christen a man-ol-war has roused the wrath of 
all upholders of traditional naval orthodoxy. 
From the time of Helen of Troy, has it not been 
appropriate that a virgin only should break the 
boule over the bow as the keel kissed the water 
in tribute to Neptune? The idea that a martied 
woman should usurp the function which belongs 
ouly to the maiden, is something horrible to the 

























































































mind of Jack Tar. ‘To-day it is orthodox 
that only a virgin should name the ship. Hence 
the flutter in Washington society, naval and 


official, because of the alleged promise to a 
wife rather than to a_virgin that she should 
ame the Kentucky. There seems to have 
been some lack of formality in making and keep- 
ing covenant, but no sooner is the Secretary of the 
Navy out of one trouble, than he is in another, for 
whereas the possessor of a bottle of fifty-year old 
Kentucky whisky, which is famous all over the 
United States, complains of the use to which his 
nectar was applied—to the delight of a dinner 
party rather than to Neptune—there are others 
who protest against the idea of baptizing (by affu- 
sion) the batleship Kentucky with either native or 
imported champagne or with mellow whisky. It 
is now definitely decided that the fair sponsor, 
Miss Christine Bradley, will uncork a beautifully 
embellished vessel full of pure Kentucky water. 
This is to come from that unfailing spring of cold, 
clear water jn Jarne country, where Abraham 
‘olny was born and at which | d to slake 
thirst in boyhood. There was a precedent for 
jucing the civil war the gunboat Bedford was 
launched at Philadelphia, a bottle of Bedford 
spring water being broken the bow, 






































But now the Japanese have come to teach us a 
good lesson, which lovers of temperance and be- 
lievers in prohibition welcome with delight. The 
love of liquor in mankind generally, and especial- 
ly in patriots, needs no artificial or sentimental 
stimulus, I have ofien wondered why some teeto- 
taler, witl a taste for research and a powerful pen, 
did not attempt what awaits the clever investiga- 
tor. I.doubt not that one could, in the archives 
of tld (Britis inavg| find abundant proof of the loss 

iy ship, avd defeat-in battle, caused 
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by too much alcohol in the stomach of captains, com> 
modores, and admirals, I have myself read enough 
in the archives of Washington to know that fre- 
quent disaster has happened to American arms and 
Property, because of too much love of the bottle. 
One may not be too certain that the sinking of 
the Victoria ov the Oneida was directly or indirect- 
ly caused by indulgence in the convivial glass; 
yet there are those who do believe that the prime 
cause of the defeat of the Union arms at the first 
battle of Bull Run was too much brandy in the 
stomach of a certain officer. ‘I'o push :umour too 
far, without documentary basis, might encourage 
presidents like Lincoln, who, on being told that 
General Grant drank whisky, proposed to senda 
barrel of the victorious General’s favourite brand 
to every other general in the army, Whatever 
may be said of officers, it is certain that the aboli- 
tion of the liquor sation in the United States Navy 
has given us a better set of men and improved 
general discipline. 

‘The breaking of a bottle of alcoholic liquor of 
some kind over the bow of a ship, as it first tous 
ches the water, is a survival of the old classic liba- 
ions and of the association with pagan mythology. 
‘To propitiate Neptune, a boitle of wine is shivered 
in his honour over the prow, but the Japanese 
ceremony of releasing doves seems to be better. 
I have not been able to find the origin of the cus- 
tom, which has been used, I believe, only since the 
modern navy of Japan began, The launching of 
a ship means the changing of worlds, and the 
symbolism nvay be that of new life, possibly of re- 
surrection, We remember that Yamato Daké, the 
legendary conqueror of the Kwanto, was busied 
in Ise, and that from bis tomb a white bird flew 
up. In his memory, his father had white birds 
(cranes) brought from every province in Japa 
According to the report gathered from the Japa 
ese officers at the launching of the Kasagt, it is 
that “a feudal chief of the Shinto faith, whose 
devotees worship the spirits of the ancestors, had 
a daughter who was asked in mariage 
by a chief of another faith, Refusal made their 
detern jon to wed firmer, and an elopement 
followed. «Pressed hy the fathes’s followers, the 
fugitives hid themselves in a cave in the mount: 
As the hiding place was about to be invaded, two 
doves flew from the entrance, ‘I'o the father they 
hetokened the spirits of tors protesting in a 
feeble way at the desecration of their abode. 
Rebuked by them he tuned away, his depen- 
dents went with him, and the lovers soon made 
their way to the shore and put out to sea. Ever 
since Japan had a navy, the custom of liberating 
doves has been in vogue.” 

Tshould be glad if any of your readers can 
verify the statement or give in full the story and 
tell us in what book it is found. There is a good 
deal of symbolism in Chinese art, concer 
doves and pigeons. Every one of us from chi 
hood has been familiar with the blue porcel, 
plates of Canton, with the trees 
bridges and pagodas, above which were 
a pair of love birds or turtle doves, 
were the spirits of the two lovers, separated in life, 
but united in death. 

Moved by the announcement that Miss Helen 
Long, the daughter of the Secretary of the Navy, 
would loose a white pigeon, (though coloured 
ones were released) a well-known poet [Miss 
Edith M, Thomas] sent to The Critic this grace- 
ful quatrain) :— 

*«O Land of the Isles in the ocean afar, 

© lovers of symbol—of Beauty, of Worship, of 



























































Love! 

the symbol we choose you (launching a strong 
ship of war), 

‘A maid shall release toyou Peace in the form of 
the dove.” 


It is among the writer's very first impressions of 
childhood that he stood on a plationm overlooking 
he Navy Yard inthe southern part of Philadel 
phia to witness the launching of the steam 
Susquehanna. His father, whose place of Iusiness 
adjomed, had built a platform accommodating 
over 100 spectators and overlooking one of the 
big ship houses, whence the Susquehanna slid 
gracefully into the Delaware, to become Commo- 
dore Perty’s flag-ship in bearing the olive bran 
to Japan. In the northern part of the city 
1775-76, the writer's aucestors—two of those © 
Quakers" of which De. S. Weir Muchell has told 
Iv his tomance of Hugh Wynne (which is one of 
the literary successes of the season) —bunlt the first 
men of war for the Continental Congress. Ou or 
near this same spot the Japanese ciniser Kasagi 
was launched at Messts. Cramp’s shipyard on 
January 19:h, 1898. ‘The new ship is named alter 
that mountain which the followers of the 
Northern dynasty of Holucho rallied to victory. 


in the rh century, The vessel @ 





























with # displacement, at a mean 
inches, of 4,900 (oie) 





Alarge party came on from Washington to be 
on board. Despite the rainy weather, thousands 
of spectators gathered in the yard, At the right 
time, just before one o'clock, the rain ceased. 
When all was ready, Miss Helen Long, daughter 
of the Secretary, began to pull the wh 
which held the great while sphere, about 2-1/2 
feet in diameter, which hung fiom a pole projec 
ting from the bow. The sphere was in reality a 
cage, composed of concentric strips, exactly like 
an orange cut from top to bottom, bul covered on 
the outside with tulips, lilies, and other fragrant 
flowers, Inside were six doves, of the usual slate 
colour, that were gladly awaiting their hour of 
deliverance, for the rain evidently made them un= 
comfortable, The cord, however, slipped from 
the hand of the fair sponsor and fell down in front 
of the great steel nose of the mighty ram, Fore 
tunately, however, the workmen who were stand- 
ing below leaped up to catch the string and 
release the imprisoned life within, One of them, 
James Engard, caught hold of the ribbon, and 
ina moment, like a dozen biis of orange rind, 
the concentic strips fell away. The birds 
whitred aud wheeled for a moment or two aud 
then sailed away to the northeast, while the people 
below enjayed the fragrant shower of bloom, The 
omens were all, from our point of view, favourable. 
Soon the graceful hull slid inte the stream, wh 
the lively breeze kept the sun-flags at right av 
with their staves, There was a large number of 
Japanese, both ladies and gentlemen, as well as of 
Americans, 

Meanwhile, we are all waiting for naval news 
from the Far East. The number of telegrams, which, 
we have for breakfast every morning, suggest 
that Lo be or not to be, that is the question.” I 
remember when first arriving off Yokohama ou 
the P.M.S.S. Co. steamer Great Republic, when 
friends came on board, besides French and Ger- 
mans inquiring for the latest news, British officers 

fom the Toth vegiment, then in the camp on the 
hill at Yokohama, ved whether there was to be 
war with Russia, ‘The answer, which events gave 
then, will, [trust, be the same now. ‘There is too 
much for Russia, Japan, and England to do, be- 
























































. | sides, 


Concerning Cuba and Hawaii, the wo “Islands 
of desire,” it seems to be the sincere pur pose of 
President McKinley, backed by the larger por- 
tion of our people, to wait, The harmony of ripe- 
hess and gravilation is desired rather than the 
forcible plucking of half-ripe fruit. One element 
in the case, scandalous, but working in the interest 
of peace, is our bloated pension system, To the 
reform of this, and of the revenue and cui 
rency, our lawemakers must give their attenti 
first. W.EG. 





























HE RECENT “COUP DE GRACE” 
OF THE DOSHISHA, 


——_+ 
[Warren ror tHe “Japan Matu.”] 





By J. D. Davis, ron Twenty-one Years a 
Proressor tn THe SCHOOL. 


In Oct., 1874, Me. Neesima, who had spent ten 





annual 





eeting of the American Board of Fureign 
Missions, in Rutland, Vi, and made an appeal 











for money 10 found a Christian College. He had 
himsell experienced the benefit of a Cluistian 
education during ten years and in response to his 
teaclul appeal nearly five thousand dollars were 
given, Returning to Japan, he tried in vain for 
eight mouths to get permission to stat his 
Cluistian school in Ovakas the governor of the 
city refused permission because it was to be a 
Christian school. 

In the summer of 1875, he succeeded in getting 
permission to start the school in Kyoto, tough 
the influence of Mr. Kido and Mr, Tanaka, with 
whom he was associated while the [wakura Em 
hassy was in Europe and America, in 1872. Mv. 
Tanaka, who was then at the head of the Mombu- 
sho, connselied Me, Neesima to be very careful, as 
the starting of a Cluistian school in Kyoto would 
Le sure to provoke opposition 

‘The writer came to Kyoto in the fall of 1875 
and the school was begui in a small way. Mr 
Tanaku’s fears were soon realised, and for six 
years the school was opposed by the priests and 
the officials of Kyato Bur because it was a Christ- 
ian school. Mr, Neesima, however, leld firmly 
to his purpose to meke it a Christian school. 
Alter six years the active opposition ceased and 
Mc. Neesima began to plan to enlarge the school 
and make ita Cluistian University. 

The Christian foundation of the Doshisha 





















































school was emphasised from the beginning. The 
t article of the first constiiution of the 
hiisha company, read as follows:—" The 
isha company shall consist of five ment 








years in the United States, was present at the|- 


bers who shall own the property of the come 
pany, and shall see that it is used for the m 
tenance of Chri schools, and shall have charge 
g between said schools and the 
Japanese Goverament.” The present Constituti 
which was adopted a few years later, begins with 
cles, constituting the first chapter w' 
headed “ Fundamental Principles.” The first, 
second, third and sixth articles read as fol- 
lows 
1. This company is established to promote 
moral and intellectual education in close uw 
2. The name of this company is the Dos! 
Company, All schools of the company mu: 
Doshisha asa part of th 



























have 
name, and this Con- 
stitution applies to them all, 











3. Cluistianity is the foundation of the moral 
education promoted by this company. 

6. The above five articles are unchangeable. 

‘The Trustees at their meeting in Tokyo, Feb- 
y 23d, voted to strike ont article six en 
tirely, and to strike out the last clause from 
atticle two. They took this actio 
they wish to secure privileges for the 
Gakko of the Doshisha from the Mombusho, 























which, as I hear, refuses to grant any pr 
leges if the Chu Gakko has any relation to 
Christianity. By staking out oumber six, they 





think they can change any of the other articles at 
will, and they have changed number two so that 
they can say that Christianity has no connection 
with the Jinjo Chu Gakko, But so long as they 
leave aber three, Christianity must be the 
foundation of the morality taught in the Chu 
Gakko, if they teach any morality there. m 
ber three will also have to be changed or stricken 
out. At present there are very few students 
left in the Doshisha, except in the Chu Gakko, 
and if Christianity is 10 be divorced fvong tha 
it changes the whole nature of the school. 

‘The first printed appeal for the Dashisha Un 
versity was prepared and issued by Mr. Neesima 
im May, 1884. The following extracts fron: that 
appeal show Mr. Neesima’s firm and unswerving 
purpose to make the school thoroughly Christian, 
“© When we took carefully at the c¢ n of the 
country, there is one thing which gives us great 
sorrow. Whatis that? It is that there does not 
exist in Japan a University which is founded upon 
(Ne most pure morality and which teaches the new 
science. ‘This is a necessary foundation of our 
civilisation, . . . In the year 1620, the Pil- 
grim Fathers landed at Plymouth, Mass. ; they 
came that they might enjoy freedom to worship 
God. They established a school which was founded 
upon Christian morality. Since that time, for 260 

descendants have inherited the spirit 
and cartied out the purpose of the fathers; they 
Nave believed that such schools would dimi 
the number of evil doers, and increase the w 
ber of those who do good; that they would en- 
comage the spirit of libety and become the 
foundation of the State; they have believed thatin 
order to become anation with the best free govern- 
ment they must have universities which are founded 
Christian morality, where the sciences will 
We cannot doubt but that their free 
fe. 8 
Some are trying to improve the morality of 
the people, but they demand that the old morality 
of China shall be used with the people, and hence 
we cannot tejvice at their efforts, for the Chinese 
morality has no influence upon the mind of men 
generally, All Oviental Srates are almost desti 
of liberty and Christian moralit 
therefore rapidly advance in civil 

“The growth of liberty, the! development of sci- 
ence, the advancement of politics, and the power of 
morality have brought forth the European civiliza- 
tion, These four important effects have come from 
the study of the advanced sciences upon the foune 
dation of Chis morality, We ca 
then, that without morality and science civilization 
can come in Japan, To put the foundation of our 
State upon this foundation, is just like patting the 
foundation of a building upon a sock. | No sword 
can conquer it; no tempest can break it; no waves 
can overcome it. If itis pu heold Chinese 
morality, it will be just like putting it upon a sandy 
beach of the sea; when the rough waves beat 
against it, it falls into We ae therefore 
hoping fora university which is founded « 
and which teaches modern 
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scienc 
Four years later, in November, 1888, Pre 
sident Neesima issued another appeal tor the 
etsity which was published simulianeously in 

twenty of the leading periodicals of Japan. In this 
appeal, Mr. Neesima begins by giving in brief an 
account of the founding of the school, and then 
continues as follow Thus the Doshisha was 
dj and its purpose was, not merely 



























irlictibl in English and other bran- 
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i 
cor ieclansciotitignp and sincerity. This we believe 
can never be attained by one-sided intellectual 
education, nor by Confucianism, which has lost its 
power to control and regulate the mind, but only 
bya thorough education fot ne Christian 
principles of faith God, love of truth, and be- 
nevolence to one’s fellow men. ‘That our worle is 
founded on these principles is the point in w 
we have differed fcom the prevailing views ov 
education, and owing to this we failed to gain the 
sympathy of the public for a number af years. At 
that time our condition was very weak, with almost 
friends in the whole country, with our prin- 
ciples of education not only despised by the igno 
rant, but treated with contempt even by men of 
enlightenment, Nevertheless, being convinced of 
the ultimate victory of truth, helping and streng> 
thening each other, we proceeded on our way with 
a single eye to the end, and will strong deter- 
mination amid the greatest difficulties. For- 
tunately, genecal opinion has now changed re- 
specting religion, so that even those who do not 
themselves believe Christianity are ready to 
ains a living power for 
us society has been 
ne us. ‘We think 
‘lization, though many and 
i val Christian 
civilization, The spicit of Christianity penetrated 
all things even to the bottom, so that, if we adopt 
only the material elements of civilization, and leave 
out religion, it is like building up a human body 
of flesh only without blood. 

“Our young men, who are studying the literature 
and science of the West, are not becoming fitted 
to be the men of New Japan, but are, we regret to 
say, wandering out of the true way in consequence 
of their mistaken principles of education. Al 
what a sad prospect this offers for the future of our 
county! . . 4. . ‘To express our hopes 

brief, we seek to send ont into the world not 
only men versed in literature and science, but 
young men of strong and noble character, by 
which they can use their learning for the good of 
their fellow men. This, we are convinced, can 
never be accomplished by abstract speculative 
teaching, nor by strict and complicated rules, but 
ovly by Cir principles—the living and 
powerful principles of Christianity—and we there. 
fore adopt these principles as the unchangeable 
foundation of our educational work, and devote 
our energies to their realization 

The above extracts are take 
sima’s appeals for the Uni 
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from Dr. Nee- 
ersily addressed to the 
Hiistian public of Japan, It is needless to 
say that he emphasised the same Cluistian 
foundation for the school in all bis appeals for 
aid to the Christian public in the United States. 
‘That Christian public had faith in Dr. Neesima 
They had faith also that his successors would 
keep the solemn compact contained in those 
articles of the constitution which were declared 
to be forever unalterable, and that Christianity 
would remain the foundation of the school. 
~ Not one dollar of all the hundreds of thousands of 
dollars which have been given to the Doshisha by 
st Cluistian friewts in the United States 
would have been given had it not been believed 
that the school was securely established on a 
Chiistian foundation 

le was this conviction which called forth the 
princely gift of one hundred thousand dollars from 
Mr. J. N. Harris, of New London, Coon, Many 
things have occured duving the last: few years 
which have caused solicitnde on the part of the 
nds wholave suppoited the school during move 
twenty years. [ts Christian spirit declined; 
lecturers were allowed upon its platform, and pro: 
fessors retained who publicly attacked the Christ. 
ian foundations of the school, ‘These things went 
so far that two years ago the American Board and 
its missionaries were separated {rom the school, 
Mr, Harris was greatly troubled at this change and 
his auxiety probably hastened his death. A short 
ime before his death he wrote as follow: This 
not the end of Christian education at the Doshi+ 
sha. God will not permit the sun of Neesima to 
go down in darkness so soon. He is yet to reckon 
with unfaithtul ones who succeeded that great 
servant of his. That vineyard will be let out to 
others. 1 do believe that rich harvests are yet to 
be reaped from this field. -[ shall see but not 
here; I shall behold it, but from above.’ Secre- 
tary Barton of the American Board, wrote the next 
day after Mr, Harris’ death, October 19th, 1896, 
as follows :—"* I was greatly shocked this morning 
to read of the sudden death on Sunday, (yester- 
day) morning, at his house, of Mr. Hartis. He 
was here last Friday to talk over the situation i 
the Doshisha. He was intensely pained at the 































































































altitude assumed by the trustees, feeling that they 
had expressed the deepest lack of gratitude f Ny 
igitize 





gift, and had revealed almost an absence of what 
he regarded a moral sense of integrity. He could 
not understand why his wishes as to the use to be 
made of his gift should not have weighed more 
with those who administer the funds. I had never 
seen him appear so grieved and pained, It may 
be that this hastened Wis death. While revealing 
such pain, he repeatedly said, ‘Nevertheless, I 
cannot believe that the prayers and faith of Dr. 
Neesima and those who have been so interested 
in the Doshisha for twenty-one years of ils history, 
will all go for naught, but that the institution will 
yet be a centre of Chiristian influence and power 
for Japan.” 

What would Mr..Harvis say could he speak to- 
day, alter the trustees have taken this entirely a 
lawlul action which no one of the foreign friends 
of the school would have believed it possible to 
lake P 

By this action they virtually aunihilate any sure 
foundation, When’the object in view is consider- 
ed the action virtually takes the Christian founda- 
tion away from the school. By this act they strike 
al blow to the school, for if it is uot to be a 
Ciuistian school it has no sufficient reason for 
existence, and they strike out the only thing which 
can possibly give the school success. It can 
compete with the gove 
moral side, 
uency; if it kept its oj 
Cluistian spirit and reputation, 
supported by the increasi 
who will desire to place their so 
under the influences of Christian morality, 
this act they also strike a Weavy below at Chi 

nity in Japan, for the Doshisha has been con- 
sidered one of the Cluistian centres of Japan, and 
such an act by a Christian board of trustees will do 
much to disparage Christianity in the eyes of the 
whole nation. By this act also, the Trustees of 
the Doshisha have struck one of the heaviest blows 
at the faire reputation of Japan among the ni: 
of the world which could possibly have been given. 
If a board of trustees. all of whom are or have 
been professing Christians, many of whom are men 
in high positions to-day, and who have inherited 
such a sacred trust, can deliberately sirike out, 
sweep away, that which has fiom the beginning 
been the foundation of the school, and which was 
declared in the constitution to be forever unalter 
able, whete is the honour, and what foundation 
there for teust, among the Japanese people? 1 
will be the inevitable and swift verdict which will 
be passed hy all the enlightened nations of the 
earth ay soon as this action is known, 

‘The writer has put most of his life into Japan, 
twenty-one years of it into the Dushisha. He 
loves the schwol, he loves Japan ; it is hard work 
for him to tell which he loves most—his uative 
America or Japan; aud hence it is with unutterable 
sorrow that he witnesses this fatal stab at the 
school and at the fair reputation of his adopted 
country, He feels that it is due to his loved and 
sainted friend Dr. Neesima, who founded the 
Doshisha on Christianity and gave his life for it, 
and also to the many thousands in the United 
States who have given their prayers and their 
money for the schoul, that the above facts should 
be made known, 

Kyoto, March sth, 1898. 
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HE KENNEDY MURDER CASE. 
Salat SL 

On Wednesday morning at a little past 10 a.m. 
the adjourned trial of Nagai Yoshito, charged 
with having killed Thomas Kennedy, a seaman 
belonging to the British ship Glenericht, 
night of the 16th September last, was contin 
in the Yokohama Local Court before Judge Ya 
mamoto and Assistant Judges Fujise and Oyagi. 
Public Procurator Kitaoka prosecuted, and M. 
Futami, batiister, appeared for the defence, 
Mr. Lay, of the British Consulate, was present and 
had a seat on the bench, 

Alter the case was called, Dr. Neil Gordon 
Munro gave the fallowing evidence through the 
Court Interpreter 

T have nothing to say about the assault, I 
never saw the deceased before his death, but 
made a post mortem examination of the body at 
the General Hospital. I found wbout half a dozen 
slight bruises on the body, in different parts—on 
the knee, elbow, which was broken, under the eye, 
and on the left temple. Ouly two were severe. 
There was a swelling over the left temple. 
I do not remember if there were scratches on the 
hand—it was five months ago. [remember the 
important is 8. The immediate cause of Ken- 
nedy's death was a fracture of the base of the 
skull, which caused an effusion of blood on the 
brain, ‘There was a blood clot in the fourth ven- 
The brain substance was broken, and this 
icient to cause death by itself, as was also 
































the fomth ventricle, The 
biain was broken in two places, corresponding 
with the fracture of base of the skull, here 
was a lage blood clot under the brain and 
another between the brain and the bone. ‘There 
was not only compression of the brain, but wound- 
ing of the brain, and either were sufficient to have 
caused death. 

This concluded Dr. Munra’s evidence. 

‘The Chief Judge, addressing the prisoner, asked 
—When you stick the seaman in w 
were you facing ?—=-For Kanenohashi (the iron 
bridge, near Isezakicho Police Stati 

The Judge—Did you not say in your prelimin- 
vation that you were not so much 
at that time and that you had only 
diunk sake worth 20 sew together with your com- 
tades? Sake worth only 20 sen is not much when 
divided among your comrades ?—Mr, Furuka 
my master, added some more among us, 

Judge—I do not think that you could become 
quite intoxicated with such a small quantity when 
you generally take 5 go of liquor?—From the 
mornieg I had been taking some liquor. 

Judge—You did not say that (ill now.—It might 
have been so, 
jge—You must have been following close on 
to'the seaman, when he turned round you must 
have faced him?—I changed my position when 
the seamen turned round. 

Judge—You must have been following the sear 
man ?—No, no. 

Judge—With what did you strike the seamen 
first,—with the bamboo or the huge log P—I do not 
remember well. 

Judge—You said in the preliminary exam 
tion that you struck the seaman mauy times. Did 
you not ?—No. 

Judge—Your statements are utterly incom- 
patible. Each time you speak your words are 
found quite different. Is it true that you struck 
the seainan thinking that he was a wicked fellow f 
—Yes, that is so. 

Judge—Do you want to say any more on your 
own behalf P—I have not any more to say. 

An Assistant Judge—Where was the place that 
you struck the seaman in the presence of the mul- 
titude ?—I cannot tell exactly, as the streets were 
filled with people. 

Assistant Judge—Near the fish-monger’s shop 
or the fire-watch box ?—Near the fish-monger 

Asssistant Judge—When you were quite 1 

the seaman did he brandish his knife over you 
—Just when 5 or 6 people were pursuing the sea- 
mau I happened to approach him and after strilee 
g him Tran away. 
Assistant Judge—Was not there any moment 
when the seaman faced against you 2—There was, 
for the space of a moment when the seaman faced 
me as I was running close to him. 

Assistant Judge—Did you not have any time 
to pick up anything ?—I had some moments to 
pick it up. 

Assistant Judge—Can you pick up anyll 
fast?—I was able to pick it up as the stic 
just lying there, 

Assistant Judge—How many ‘people were 
about when they pursued the seaman P—About 15 
people were pursuing the seaman, and two or 
three ahead of him. 

Assistant Judge—Is it not false that you used a 
bamboo stick? You must have used the huge 
club2—No, no. Assistant Judge—Did you see 
the seaman vomiting blood ?—No. 

Chief Judge—You must have been looking ? 
your present statement is quite contrary to the 
Statement made previously. 

Public Procurator—He stated that on the night 
of the 16th of September four seamen belonging 
toa British steamer, thei at anchor in Yokohama 
quarieled in the streets of Isezakicho under the 
influence of liquor, when the crowd becoming 
excited, pursued the seamen, one of them, who is 
thought to have wounded a jiurikisha coolie being 
Thomas Kennedy, and npon seeing Kennedy 
flying towards Sugatsmicho the prisoner, Nagai, 
struck the seamen with aclub in Sugatamicho. It 
is usual with every man not tospeak against him- 
self. But there is evidence as to the prisoner's 
having killed the seaman, for the prisoner told 
Saito Jisaburo that he killed a foreign seaman i 
Sugatamicho while the prisoner was taking a 
walk vound the Yoshiwaa, Besides this 
there was other evidence to show that the 
death of the seaman was caused by the prisoner 
Nagai, given in the preliminary examination, A 
witness, Kawada, stated that the prisoner was 
very fond of quaireling, and more so when 
drunk, aud as a consequence he has the nickname 
of * Kenka-suki-no-Bommoto " (quartelsome 
Bommoto) among his comrades, From the e 
dence it will easily be seen that the pri- 
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soner; purposely struck the seam: ‘And on 
another ‘occasion ‘the prisoner said to Mr, 








272 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 





[March 12, 1898. 





Furukawa, his master, that he should herealter 
put a stop to taking liquor as he generally be- 
Come quatrelsome when in liquor. Again on 
another occasion the prisoner tried to fly away 
mn Yokohama by pawning his carpenters's in~ 
struments, ‘The evidence that the prisoner is the 
man who stenck the seaman Kennedy, causing his 
death, is now apparent. Such being the casethe 
prisoner is subject to Art, 299 of the Criminal 
Law and is liable to undergo imprisonment with 
labour, Notalone in the present inst but in 
others, the abuse has recently become marked, of 
crowds called yajimma, (meddlers.) taking the 
law into their own bands, which they have 
no tight to do even when, as in this case foreigners 
y have been guilty of creating a distu: bance. 
‘an abuse which cannot be too strongly 
|. Even though the seaman struck hin 
‘ot to have retumned the blow. So the 















he oug 
prisoner should be dealt with severely by the 


Court. 

Me. Fi i, Counsel for the defence, sub- 
mitied that the evidence that the prisoner had 
killed the seaman was not conclusive, for it was 
Clear that the prisoner used the bamboo and wot 
the huge club. When the prisoner san after the 
foreigner he did not pass the spot where the piece 
of wood was standing, so that he had no chance 
to pick up the club. He believed that the 
prisoner had strick the seaman but not with 








the clnb, Hence he did not believe that the 
prisoner was the murderer of the seaman. 
As to the nit that, the prisoner told his 





comrade anecho that he killed the foreign 
seaman, Counsel would suggest that it was 
rather sange for the ‘oner to speak of his 
having killed the seaman in such a place. At the 
time of the struggle there were plenty of other 
imen weating similar clothes, though the murderer 
was also of short statute like the prisoner. He 
begged the Court that the prisoner might be Weat~ 
ed as the suiker ol the seaman but not as the 
murderer. 

Chief Judge—The Court will announce its 
judgment upon the prisoner on the ith inst. at 
10 








ne 
The Court then rose. 
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(From tue “Sapam Times") 
ENGLAND AND FRANCE ON THE 
NIGER. 

London, March 7. 

The Niger Company has despatched a 
force to Sokoto, to assist the Sultan, 
should the French refuse to re-cross the 
Niger. 

HEALTH OF LORD SALISBURY. 

Lord Salisbury is making fair progress 
but is still extremely weak. 
FATAL DUEL BETWEEN 

DEPUTIES. 

The Italian deputy Signor Cavolotto 
has been killed in a duel with swords with 
deputy Macola owing to a press polemic. 

“VICTORIOUS’” ON HER WAY 

AGAIN. 

The Victorious, which grounded at Port 
Said, and not at Suez as was at first 
stated, left Suez on the and for 
China. 

CABINET CRISIS IN AUSTRIA. 

The Austrian Ministry has resigned. 

SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 

The British battalions have 

Atbara. 


ITALIAN 








reached 


THE FAR EAST. 
London, March 8. 

The Zimes Pekin correspondent tele- 
graphs that Russia has requested China to 
surrender her sovereign rights over Port 
and Talien-wan with the same 
ons as granted to Germany at 
Kiao-chow. Russia also asks for the right 
to construct a railway from Pekin to 
Mukden and Port Arthur, and in theevent 
of non-compliance, threatens to send 
troops into Manchuria. A reply has been 


demanded withinsfy ays oO g 

















REPORTED RUSSIAN DEMANDS. 

In the House of Commons, Mr. Curzon 
stated that he had no information confirm- 
ing the Zimes' statements. 

‘Almost a panic preyails on the Stock 
Exchange owing to fears of a conflict with 
Russia in connection with Chinese Affairs. 


SPAIN BACKS DOWN. 

Finding that the United States of North 
America resented her demands, Spain has 
withdrawn them. 

A bill has been introduced into the 
House of Representatives, with the ap- 
proval of President McKinley, appro- 
priating fifty million dollars towards the 
national defence. 


RUSSIA’S LATEST DEMANDS. 


London, March 9. 

Russia has demanded the lease of Port 
Arthur and Talienwan for gg years, and 
insisted on a reply by to-day. 

In the House of Commons, Mr. Curzon 
announced that the Government had tele- 
graphed to Pekin and St, Petersburg, 
enquiring about the matter. 


BRITISH NAVAL ESTIMATES. 
The British Naval Estimates amount to 
£23,778,000 and provide for an increase of 
6,340 men, three new battleships, four 
cruisers, and four sloops. 


AMERICA’S DEFENSIVE MEASURES. 


The Washington House of Representa- 
tives has passed the Credit for Defensive 
Measures unanimously. 

CRISIS IN THE FAR EAST. 

Russia continues hurrying troops to the 
Far East. Her own cruisers being in- 
sufficient, it has been arranged to, employ 
French steamers for the conveyance of 
reinforcements. The first of these will 
leave shortly with a force of 2,000 men. 

UNITED STATES DEFENSIVE 
MEASURES. 

The Washington Senate has passed the 
the Appropriation Bill for the defensive 
measures. 





(Received by the Fiji) 
THE PORT ARTHUR AFFAIR. 
Pekin, March 6. 
Russia has sent an application to the 
Chinese Government for the lease of Port 
Arthur and requested an answer within 


five days. 





Peking, March 7. 
The Tsung-li Yamén shows no sign of 
complying with Russia’s demands in r 
gard tothe lease of Port Arthur, It is 
believed here that Russia will not be able 
to compass her designs in the affair by 
the ordinary method of diplomacy. 
ARRIVAL OF PRINCE HENRY, 
Shanghai, March 9. 
The German cruiser Deutschland, 
having on board Prince Henry of Prussia, 
has arrived here. 


ANOTHER RAILWAY CONCESSION SECURED 
BY GERMANY. 
Peking, March 9. 
Besides the railway concession already 
secured, Germany has also acquired ano- 
ther for the laying of a railway between 
Chinampho and Ichow. 
RUSSIA MAKES ANOTHER DEMAND; RAIL- 
WAY IN LIAOTUNG. 
Peking, Mar. ro. 
Russia has made a request that she 
should be conceded the privilege of laying 

















hur, 


hs Liaotung railway terminating in Port 








CHINA NEGOTIATES WITH RUSSIA. 
Peking, March 10. 
China, investing full authority in her 
Minister Hu King-ching in St. Peters- 
burg, has opened negotiations with the 
Russian Government as to the latter’s 
demands. 


ENGLAND COUNTENANCES CHINA. 
England, while advising China to take 
a firm decision, has informed her that 
were she to acquiesce in Russia’s demands, 
England would make a similar demand in 
order to maintain the balance of power. 


LATEST FROM KOREA. 


Chemulpho, March 9. 

The Maya entered here to-day. 

Séul, March 4: 

Cho-pyong-ho has been appointed Mini- 
ster of Finance, and Min Chhong-muk 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Séul, March 6. 

The Ministers of the other State De- 
partments have impeached Min Chhong- 
muk, Foreign Minister, to the Throne on 
the charge of having arbitrarily leased 
Deer Island to Russia without having con- 
sulted the opinion of his colleagues. At the 
same time they have submitted their re- 
signations, which, however, have not been 
accepted. Min will probably be dismissed 
from office. 

Séul, March g. 

On the 7th inst. at 6 p.m, the Russian 
Minister presented the following demands 
to the Korean Court. 

In compliance with the Korean Court's 
request the Russian Government assisted 
the Korean administration by dispatch- 
ing military officers and other advisers 
to Korea, but the ibehaviour of the 
Korean Court of late has greatly 
changed towards Russia and it has re- 
fused a proposal made by Russia. Should 
the Korean Court see no necessity for ac- 
cepting Russia’s help it must return a 
reply within 24 hours. 

Saul, March 9. 

The Consuls of Great Britain, Germany 
and the United States had audience with 
the Korean Emperor yesterday. This 
audience is thought to have connection 
with Russia’s recent demand. 

Soul, March 9. + 

The members of the ‘ Dokuritsu Kai’’ 
are engaged in a hot discussion regarding 
the dismissal of Kin Koriku and others. 

Later. 

Inquiries made regarding Russia's de- 
mand show that the Korean Government 
has asked for a delay of three days before 
answering Russia. 

Soul, March ro. 

Yesterday a Cabinet Council was held 
as to the reply to be made to the Russian 
Legation. With the sole exception of 
Min Chhun-muk, acting Foreign Minister, 
all the Ministers of State maintained that 
a reply should be forwarded in the sense 
that the Russian drill-instructors, financial 
adviser, and others should be dismissed. 
Min Chhun-muk opposed this contention 
and avowed that the independence of 
Korea could not be maintained unless by 
the help of Russia. 

To-day, at various principal points in the 
city private gentlemen of repute, /teratt, 
and leading merchants will address public 
meetings, in order to ascertain the opinion 
of the people as to the reply to be made 
to the Russian Representative. 

Séul, Mar. 10. 

The acting Foreign Minister has for- 
warded his esignation. 
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CHESS. preferable game alter a series of exchanges. If MAIL STEAMERS, 
‘ 14—Q to 9 then 14 aovee KU takes Bs 15—Q SS ees 
All Communications to be addressed to the Cums Eorron, |tukes Ke Parte : re ak : Q sq, Bio Q 3. THE NEXT MAIL IS DUE 
YT Fane Chik pt SEES ASTRO CEs, CM ANGI 1 Stee cen From Line, Steamer. Date, 
gabe Nobels Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 16—Q w K B 4, B to K 3, and White ‘Weaukaria P.M Co, Pane Sec Meiexs 
eee ae a wot play 17—=P to K 5, because of 17—. B As O.% + Co. Gaelic a ‘Sus Mar. 13, 
The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings | takes P threatening Rio K sq. Of course, White Ge Ce anal Paria 
at 3, UchieSaiwaircho Itchome (next to the Tokyo | would play Bio K 3. ty fine of Chipn4 Tes Paseae 
Club). (d) Since they have to capture the BP, it might itaheuselieea $s Marcas 
Sotutios or Propiem No. 359.. as well be done at once, City of Peking Su. Mar. 20 
WHITE. BLACK. Position alter White’s 17. move. Hongkong Venus M, Marat 
1—B to Kt 6 1—Kt to Q6ch Hongkong .. W. Mar. 93 
2—O takes Kt ch 2—K takes Q Hongkong Th. Mar. 24 


3—B takes R mate 


3—-Q takes R mate 


if 2—K takes P, or moves 


1-K10Q4 
2—Kt to B7 ch 2a—KwK5 
—Q to K 3 mate 
ae ° 1—Kto BS 
to K 3 ch 2—Kto Kis 
3—O to Kt3 mate 
1mP to K3 
2—Kt to Q6 ch 2—Kt0Q4 
3—Q to Bs mate 
co a if2—-KtoBs 
-—Q to Kt 3 mate 
x2 i 1—P takes P 
to K 3ch 2—KwQ4 
1 to B'7 mate 
1—B to Kt 7 
2=0 to Q4ch 2—-K to B6 
3-1 5 mate 


received from W.H.S., Skak, 






as 
(Kobe) is to be credited with co 
rect Solution of Problem 358 which reached us 
last Saturday just after we had gone to press. 





Prosuem No. 
By W. BM 











White to play and mate in three moves. 


Gama, No. 368. 

‘The Hastings Chess Festival has been conduct 
ed with great success, Fou masters were engage 
ed—namely, Bitd, Blackbuine, Gunsberg and 
Janowski, Each of these played a number of 
very interesting consultation games against the 
others, ‘There were also simultaneous and blind 
fold, as well as consultation games against 

A notable performance was that of 

e games in three 

ing twenty-f We ap- 

pend a consuliation game played. 

HAMPE ALLGAIRR GAMB 

‘Whiter Meats: Gunsberg Black.—Messr: able and 
an 















WHITE, BLACK. tig 
1P Ka F Ke 5, 12° 20 Cis PK 
: Kt it si 12 
Bi me [gigs Tks 
3 ke B3 P KKi4 3 iP Ka 
5 PKR, P Kts B Qs i B3(t) 
6KtKis PKR3 258 Os B3(e) 
7 KixP  KxKe 20P K: xBP(h) 
8 B Bgch(a) P 27B fe 2 
gBsPch K 28BxKt BxR 
1oP Qe PBL) 20003 BBs 
11 Px Kt Bs 30 B R2 OQ B7(i) 
12 B KB4 Keke 3 Brice ch is Req 
: BQKi3 RR2(c) |32Q Qz x 
SReGe Ree [SE Re RikBeq 
13 B ties Ke ae 34BKs  RB7 
35QK3 RK 
on rey 30 RxR BxR 
ue Bo: 37 BeRch KxB 
16 Bx KRsq |38PK7 — Resigns. 
nores. 
(a) ‘The Thorold variation, 8—P to Q 4, is pre: 


ferable bere, the same as in the ordinary Allgaier 
q 





(b) ‘There are, of course, better variations than 
this, which is somewhat obsolete. 
(C) 13 v0. Kt to Kt 3 would have gained an 


important move. Black could give yathe p 
alvead and temain jy. seria in oa} 
ul D' 






















wuts. 

(e) 17 —w.. Kt (R 4) to B 5 seems to bea 
powerful move now. 

(f) 24—..... B to K 3 would have forced the 
exchange of this powerful Bishop, lea: 
with a more defensible position. 

(g) Losing time again. As Wi 
expected to advance P to K5, oper danger- 
ous diagonal for the KB. Rto KB sq might have 
been played instead. 

(h) A dangerous capture, as the sequel shows. 

(i) A desperate resomice would have heen 30— 

B to K <q; 31—B takes Ki, ch, Qtakes B, 
32—R takes Q, Blakes R, followed by R to Q B 
Sq, but White would have won eventually, beng 
Mvee pawns ahead, As played, however, Black 
has ng resource left.—Field 


Gam, No. 369. 
Yoxouama Cunss Ciup 

‘The match Pollack v. Fre llander is proceed- 
ing slowly, as both players are engaged i other 
matches and touneys ‘The score to 
date stands, Pollak 3, 2, the latter 
having scored a win in the third game which fol- 
lows below .— 


RVANS' GAMBIT, DECLINED. 
White—Friedlander. Blick—Pollak, 




















WHITE. BLACK. WHITE. BLACK 
rPKa =P Rg 17K. By QO K3 

2 Kt KB3 Kr Obs 18R BB! Ox 

3B By 19 ne PRB 
4PQKty B Ky 20 Kt Bych K R2 

5 POR, Ra(a) Jar Kt K6 Kt Bg 
OPKs KeKz 2 KixP RxR 
7KuP = PQy 23 BeR R R2() 
8 PxP KixP(v) |24BB5 — P ies 
gKixP — KxKe 25BxP Re 
toQRsch K Bsq(c) | 20 BxP Ke O2 
ir BeKt QKach | 27P Q4(-) RR 

12 Q K2 BxP ch 28 KU R3 Brkt 
13 RxB Bgch [29 PxB ReP 
14K Keq OxB 3oB Kg Kt Kg 
15 BR3ch Bz 3tPR5s Resigns 
10R Bag ch K B3 

NoTes 


(a) Pto Q Rg was a better move. 

(b) He might also have played B to B 5 lead- 
ing to an equally pretty variation. 
the well-known defence commonly 
d liver” (a variation in the Two 
Knight's Defence) Black might have played K to 
K 3, trying to save the Knight, 

(d) R to Kt sq was here the proper ‘move. 

(c) Moving the Kuight instead would 
avoided the subsequent loss of a pawn, 


Game, No. 370. 

Here is a lively game recently contested be- 

tween two members of the Y.C.C. (who can help 
?) 


feeling sorry for the black Que 








have 

















KING'S BISHOP'S GAMBIT. 
WiITe. BLACK. waite, | BLack. 
1PKy PK WBKy KZ 
2PKBy PxP 15 Ki QB3 BxP 
3B By QRsch_ | 16 R Okt sg Bee 
SKBsq PRK [17 Re BxR 
5 KtKBz Q Ry O06 RKsq 
© Kt B3 B Ke 19 BK4 
PQ PKs 20QxKt RRsq 
8KrOs KQsq 21BQ6 BxB 
9 KxOP QOR4 |22QxB  R Ksq 
ro Kt Kis Ke KR3 | 23 BxR KxB 
mKtQs PQB3 24 K K sq and mate in 
> ORs | two. 
13, Q Ro 

















Em, of Japan 





+ Left Kobe on the izth inst. 
2 Left San Francisco on the agrd Pebrnary. 

3 Left Nagasaki on the zath i ith the English Maile 
4 Left Vancouver on the 3rd 
5 Left Hongkong on the gth 








THE NEX! MAIL LEAVES 
Line, ® Steamer, Date. 
©.PLR.Co. Kao Chins Tu. 
P.M, Peru 
M.M.Co, Melbourne 
N.¥.K. — Saikio Maru 
N.D.L. — Hohenzollern 
P.M, Co. City of Peking 
P.& 0, Co Rosetta 
0.& 0.0, Venus 
C.P.R.Co, Em.of Japan 








LATEST SHIPPING. 
ee gue Se 
ARRIVALS. 
an steamer, 1,280, C. Christensen, sth 
—Hongkong, Rice.—Simon Evers & Co. 
Ceres, German steamer, 2,663, Foerck, 7th March, 
—Hamb via ports & Hongkong, 27th Feb., 
General. non Evers & Cor 
Middleham Castle, British steamer, 1,923, Jacka- 
man, 8th March,—Antwerp via Suez Canal, 
General. —Sale and Co, 
Melbourne, French steamer, 2,032, G. Duchateau, 
y—Marseilles via ports, 8th March, 























. 1,248, A. Scott, roth 
March,—Takow, 28th Feb., Sugar.— Butterfield 
& Swi 

Cowrie, British steamer, 3,156. S. Parsons, 11th 
March,—Batoum, 19th January, Oul.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Saikio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,652, G. Wy 
Conner, 11th “March,—Shanghai vid ports sth 
Maich, Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Benaider, British steamer, 1,958, R. Thomson, 
rath March,—New Vork via S and 
way ports, Kobe, roth March, General—Cornee 
& Co. 








DEPARTURES. 

Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, sth 
March,—San Francisco via Honolulu, Mails & 
General.—O, & O. S.S. Co. 

Obi, British steamer, 1,901, Ri 
Maich,—Kobe, General. 








‘hard Pinkham, sth 
‘Samuel, Samuel & 











City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 
Win. Ward, 6th March,—Hongkong via ports, 
Mailsand Geveral.—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Crefeld, German steamer, 2,988, C. R. Bardeles 
ben, 6h March,—Antweip and Bremen via 
ports aud Hongkong, General.—H. Ahrens & 

, Nacht. 
‘apan, British steamer, 2,795, Leigh, 6th March, 

Papen Bi via ports, Mails and Gevecal.—P. & 
O. S.N. Co, 

F. B. Walker, American steamer, 2,105, J. W. 
Wallace, 61 March,—New York via’ Kobe, 
General.—Simon Evers & Co. 

Amasone, German barque, 1,339, Morisse, 7th 
March, — Astoria, Oregon, Ballast. —T. M. 
Lafiin, 

Rohilla, Brivish steamer, 2,216, Lockver, 8h 
March,—Hongkang via Kobe and Nagasaki, 
Mails and Genecal.—P. & O.S.N. Co. 

Idzumi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,999, R. Nuno- 
me, 818 March,—Bombay via ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Yusen Keisha, 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,645, R. Swain, 
g'h Marcl,—Shanghai via Mails and 
General.—Nippon Yusen 

Rio, German stea 1,280, nisen, gil 
March,—Hongkong, Ballast—Simon, Evers & 
C 



































0. 

Oopack, Britis steamer, 2,517, J. Baker, 1oth 
March,—Lodon via pots, General.—W. M. 
Stueachan & Co, 

Nomia, German ship, 1,925, Rowehl, roth March, 
—Portland, Oregon, Ballast. —R. Isaacs & Bro, 

Tamarind, Norwegian steamer, 738, Jou Danne= 
vig, ith Mac,—Hongkong, Ballast,— Jardine, 
MuihiGloiic& Co." 
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Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, C. Hillcoat, 
ith March,—London and Antwerp via ports 
d Hongkong, Mails and General.—Nippon 








ship, 1,934. A. W. Robbins, 
Isiand, Ballast.—Coptain. 








PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 
Per French steamer Melbourne, {10m Marseilles 
via ports:—Mr. Harmand, Mr. H. ‘Terao, Me. 
S. Hirayama, Dr. Tsumato, De. Gore Govcher 





Bishop C. D. Foss, Mr. G. A. Kankel,,Mr. R. 
Rnegg, Mr. Ryle Holme, Me. Perrin, Me. 
Ymseng, Mr, Barthélmy, Mr. Schneider, Mr. 





Wolff, Mr. H. Kimura, Mr. J. Mizuhara, Me. 
Cascarine, Colonel H. A. Sawyer, Mr. Lelomt 
Mr. E. G. Bay, and Me. and Mrs. Robins, i 


cabin ; 8 in steerage. 











ner Saikio Maru, {rom Shang- 
A. Holfeyd, Mrs, Konglek and 
child, Mr, Fadasselff, Mr. Icl Mr. FE. Me: 















ese, 4 Chinese 


UBPARTED. 
Per British steamer Belgic, for San Francisco 
via Honolulu :—Mr. G. Abrahamson, Rev. Johw 
Beard, Lieut. W. S. Biddle, U.S.A. Mrs. W. S: 
Ciddle, Mr. Stewart Clark, Me. H. Curzo, 
G. Dent, Miss Devi 








ds, Mr. J. D. Hoge, 
Molish, 
J 





Mr, E. Landesma Bratt Be Hans 
Miss S. E, Officer, Mr. John Reid, M 
Stinson, Mr. Geo. B. Swayne, Lient. A 
Me. L. Wiadi of, and Mes. J. S. Cleat. 

Per Ame steamer City of Rio de Faneizo, 
for Hongkong via ports :—Mis. J. ALN Me. 
H. P. Wadonan, Miss Sutter 
F. Wildes, Miss Witdes and Lt. B. O. S 

Per British steamer Fapan, for Lon 
ports :—Mr. H. J. Carew, m ca 

Per British steamer Rohilla, for Hongkong via 
ports :—Mis. Bowden and 2. sons, Miss Nelson, 




























Mr. and Me Russell, Miss Lilian R. 
Black, Me. ‘T. Chee San and servant, Me. T. A 
R, Bowden, Mi, E. Keanse, 





el, wy cabin; 2 Chinese and ine 
fant, in steerage. 
Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru. for Shang- 
hai via ports :—Rear-Admiral K. 
Miss Fukushima, in cabi 
Miss IK. Sarki, if 
ja, Mr. RK. Yamaka r 
Mr. M. Kibahawa, and Mr, I. Matsu- 
second class; 32 Japanese, and one 
Chinese, in, steerage. 
Per Japanese steamer Tosa Maru, for London 





Mes. N. Sail 
M. T. 















via ports: -- Third Inspector of Machinery 
Funahashi, L.J.N., Staff Paymaster Fujilei, 
LJ.N., Inspector of Surgery Suzuki, 1 J-N., 
Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Davis, in cabin; Mr. HH. 
Hiroki, Mr. K. Komura, Mr. J, Oursin, Me. 
Philip Pamroy, Me. A. Muter, Mr, T. Oki, Mr. 


K. Otani and Mr. Davis, in second class. 


CARGOES. 

are the shipments of Tea and 
lh steamer Victoria, for Victoria, 
oma, Wash, 


















New YORK 














11,000 
rorat, 
Hongkong 


Shangh: 
Yokohama 





Total, iy 
The following were the shipuent of Tea and 
sh steamer Belgic, for San Kiancisco 


+ HONOLULH 


ayaa 

264 
2,238 
39303, 


Yokohama 
Hongkong 


MARTIORD, 


176 
79 
53! 





786 
migkong vin 


*8 


steamer Rohitlas fi 


Pe 
ports:—Raw Sill HOPE 7 
Sitk tor Europe, zits EUY 








Some business has been 


little 


price: 


LATEST COMMERCIAL, 


gs, 
IMPOR’ 


in shistings and not 





are harde 




















one in yarns, but 
is reported in 
fancies and woollens, prices for which 
‘There has been a [air demand lor saw cotton and 


2 on account of the recent de-| 


struction of stock by fire at Kobe. 
COLON PIKCIE GOOUS 





Iniga Shiet 





cate Ital 


Velvata ac, 45 yards. aain 





Vieto 

Turkey Redes. tea, 4M, 24/25 yards, 
yo inches 

Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3th, 24/25 yards, 
yo inches 

Furitey Reds—3.8 to 41h, 21/95 yards, 
32 inches 


Fuvcey Rests 4.8 to 51h, 24/35 yards, 
sz inch: 














23842, 
132, Doubles 


s—Assorted, Bt me 
a 















any 12-5 





42, Doubles 
































cher $2.55 to 2.85 
hes 2.80 ta 3.35 
1.80 to 2.00 
1.95 to 2.90 
200 to 3.75 





$0.30 to 
0.35 to oat 


9 30 to 032} 
0.25 tw oa7h 
0.15 to 0.22 
0.35 to 0.50 


0.60 to 0.75 
0.50 to 0.85 





+ 38-50 to 39.50 
+ 41.00 to 43 00 
44.00 to 45.00 
46.00 to 48.00 
5175 to 54.50 























| SUGAR. 

| Prices remain unchanged and Formosa kinds 
| are scarce in the market, There has been aamall 
business done in White refined at former cates, 























Hrown Takao + $4.10 00 4.20 
Brown Manila 0 to $35 
Brown 3.85 to 3.90 
Brown 3.85 to 4.50 
White Java and Pen: 6.50 to 7.00 
White Jt 7:35 '6 9.00 


EXPORTS, 


RAW SILK, 

The arrivals of silk from the producing districts 
have been small, and sles during the week only 
amount to some 160 boxes, prices being well 
t to 8,310 boxes, most. 











| desitable gi . Shipments comprise 
| 70 bales per Rohifla and 87 per Crefeld, lor 
Eurone, and 45 bales per Victoria and 531 bales 


per Belgie, for Amer 





quorations. 
Filatures—txtea g'tt, volta de 









Nomina 
$930 to gy0 
‘920 to g30 
880 to 8 
goo to 910 
850 to 860 
B50 to 860 
820 to 830 
‘890 to 900 
820 to B30 
800 to B10, 
780 to 760 








840 to 810 
820 to 830 
790 to 800 
760 to 770 


WASTE SILK, 
Little of no business has been done. Stock 
amounts (o 4,682 boxes. ee bale~ were 
ped by the Rohilla for Envope duslug the week. 




















260, Plain 6100 to 62,00 Prices are nominal, 
75.00 to 77.00 
Nor. 2/100, Pla 99.00 to 100 00 . by QUOTATIONS, 

18. 2/60, Gassed 72 v0 to 79 00 Moshi ye $115 t0 120 
Nos. 2 80, Gassed 89.00 to 95.00 | 15 to 110 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed * 112,00 to 124,00 | tu to 15 

RAW CO ram ricut. | 100 ti 103 

American Middling t 90 tn 95 
ff 1.50 to 21.00 Pe B 

J to a1 50 ry ey eat 

MEALS ' too tu to 

Very little business has been done in most lines, | goto as 
ta big di reported to have taken plac 60 tg 6s 
in imported # like 4,700 cask ob sit 
te been bonght for Tokyo by a Japan Sito os 
‘okohama, from sevetalsfareign firms, We have 25 to, 30 
not heard at what prices the sales were effected. 20 to 234 






A faire busi 


ete x 
Hoop Iron (4 to 1 inch). 
KICHOSIOT IE, 


has been transacted ducing the | 





week at well sustained sates, 
been heavy. 


e finch, and upward 4:15 to 





Activals have wot 


. $2.00 to 2.07 
1.95 to 1.05 
1.85 






TEA. 
| No business has been done during the weele and 
quotations ave nominal. Stock ie 
catties only, neatly all infer 
Victoria shipped 251 package: 
{6r America during the week. 





(date Belgie 264 





| QUOTATIONS, 
| 


Good Medium. 


Medium 23 to a4 
Good Common .. a1 to 20 
Common .. « sews tg te 20 








le 





NOTE.—Thirty years Drv 


Laboratory, 


Tlair Spe 


fies to the 


GEO. Sebo & CO., 


8, Bishop's Court, 
(Late 234, 


EYEBROWS, &c. 


COURTICE’S 
CONCENTRATED 


EXTRACT CF NUT GALLS 







y tested 


over ae wr 
je Nut Gal ine 


“1 in all patrts of the world for 
ntnry 











entrated form, perfectly harm 
TWO HOURS, 


Benehers af the Taner Tempic. 





Chancery Lane, London 


STRAND. 


PRICES: 23. 6d., 33. 6d. 58%)! dent eal, "EON. per BOTTLE. 


This EXTRACT Is INVALUABLE] $e/ LARIES, Taly It Telstofgs |th@ Qo\qe close to the Skin. 


URBANA 


CHAMPAIGN 
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EXCHANGE. 
Hanged with the London 
igher and no alteration in 











a/oph 
255 
ee 59to84 





— Private 4 moutl 
On Germany—Bank sight 
— Private 4 month 
On Hongkong—Bank sight 
— Private tod: 
Oo Shanghai—Bank sight 
— Private rod 
Oo India—Bank sight 
- Private 30d 
Bar Silver (London) 


LOCAL AND JAPANESE SHARE LIST. 
(Massas. Bissur & Ure’s, Lisr.] 
Yokohama, March 1th, 






Japan Brewery Co,, La, 
Grand Hotel, Ld. $ 
Club Hotel, Las, $100 








-— WATERING 
| APPARATUS 


| Noa-treezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
t Washers. 
Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘Apparatus. 
| Gun-Metal, Copper; and, Cast. 
ron Cocks and Valv 


1 E. CUESNIER, ECP, 
‘and Cook Mafr., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 
Hydropathic and Massage Appara- 
tae, vupplied to the Wishy Co. 
“Vapour Baths (Berthe system). 





December 5, 1896. 


CARD. 
REGINALD H. MARKS, 


WOOL BROKER AND EXPERT, 





JS prepared to excente orders for AUSTRA- 
LIAN WOOL, TALLOW, LEATHER, 


and BONES. 
Address : 
Care of Jaranuse Consuzate, 


98, Queen Street, Melbourne, 
Australia. 
December 18th, 1897. 3m. 


ECZEMA 


Most Torturing, Disfiguring, 
Humiliating 

Of itching, burning, bleeding, scaly skin and 

scalp humours, is instantly relieved by a warm 
’ bath with Curicura Soap, and a single application 

of Curicura (ointment), the great skin cure, followed 

by a full dose of Comoura. Resoxvent, greatest of 

blood purifiers and humour cures. 


(iticura 


Remepiss speedily, permanently, and economically 
cure Eczema, when all else fails. 

Sold throughout the world. British depot: F. Nawszry 
& Sons, London. Porrer Drug anp Cuem. Corp., Sole 


Props., Boston, U.S. A. 
(= “ How to Cure Every Skin and Blo Skin and Blood Humonr,” Pe free. 


BAD COMPLENIONS ishst2=aiag, 








MILKMAID 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
“er 4 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
CONDENS the ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 











A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 
The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2,500 Chocolate Fa 
January 1: 


GRINDING MACHINERY 
wet substances, col 
soap, perfume: 


MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
~ MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 
Address Messrs. C. ROHDE & (0, 


YOKOBA) 


















actories fitted up to 
1896. 


id chemicals. 








[March 12, 1898. 
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S32) 
Trade Mark on GLASG ows By every Casting. 
Rae ~ ee 
Ie 


{acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL ONSTRUTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
VRRANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANE’S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 








TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price 





ists, and Estimates on application, 











‘The Physician’s Cure 























for Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and Gravel; the 
safestand most gentle i 
ee p @\ Medicine for Infants, 5° 
@he Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, Children, Delicate Fe- = = 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, males, and the Sicte = 
Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnancy. a 
3 
3 
MAGNESIA](c2 E 
rough a 





PERRINS 


Is NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 

DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 


N.B.-ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA, 


EA & 


OBSERVE THAT THE 
SIGNATURE 











OQUTSIDE WRAPPER é 
of every Bottle of the % 

ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 
Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, s 
Worcester ; | 2 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; a 
and Export Oilmen generally. | r s 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE. = 
se ee oe c} 








possess sees ata eee 











is a perfect tonic: it braces up the svstem to resist 
Neuralg! Colds and Influenza; it keens the healthy 
well. and’ strengthens invalids. A perfect essence of 
;,its effect upon the system Is lasting, not transitory 
like alcotolic stimulants. In the Kitchen it provides the 
essential features of good Cookery—anpetising flavour, 
nourishment and d stibility: 

















| 
1 
4 
] Peef: 
} 
} 
‘ 





ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE.. 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural perfume 
made from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 


“AOLINE” PERFUME, “3ost Refreshing.” 
“AOLINE” ToILeT SOAP 


{or the Complexion. 
“AOLINE” TOILET POWDER imparts & 
delightful bloom to the complexion. 
“AOLINE” SACHETS. Delightful for Handker- 
chiefs, Glover, &. 
“AQLINE” TOILET CREAM, Softening aud 
Deantifying for the complexion, 








Of all Chemists and Stores. 
J. &E. ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 


INVRNTORS OF (THR CELKHKATRD. 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“Charming Scent."—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor" 


January rst, 1898. ty. 





GENERAL CATALOGUE 
BUYERS’ GUIDE 


ISSUED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & GO. 


Chicago, U.S.A. 
ISTHE MOST COMPLETE INTHE WORLD 


It has more than 14,000 Illustrations, about 40,000 
Quotations of prices, weighs 2 a3, and 
Contains over 





















Giereet, 
Montgomery Ward & Co., 
111 to 120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U. S. A. 





THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills, 


Sin Samust Barar, in his work entitled The Nile 
tariesin Abyssinia,” says—I ordered the dragoman Mahome= 
to Inform the Fakir that | was.a Doctor, and I hadthe best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. Inf 
Short time I had many applicants, to whom 1 served out & 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an 
Plorer, a8, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
freate an"undeniable eflect upon the patient, which satishes 
them of their value,’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of alikinds. It acts miraculously in healing aleerations, curing 
if gall inflammations, 

extraordinary travels 

d with me » quantity of 
mente the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and,in consequence, milk,fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in'upon us, until at last'a teas 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peasy 










































and the demand became so great that 1 was obliged to lock up 
the small remaininy is 
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‘and Medicine Vendors throughont the 
May sate 
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S| Tux fret 


conduct the business of the Foreign Office in 
his absence. 
Six Cravpe Macponacp, British Minister at 
Pekin, has been appointed Knight Commander 
of the Order of the Bath. 


Tue German issue of the Chinese loan has 
been postponed until the 21st March, owing the 
regulations of the Beilin Bourse. 





Jaranzse war-ships now in foreign waters are 
the Ataya at Mokpho, Korea ; the 7sukuba at 
Shanghai, and the Akagi at Taku. 


s1On the night of the 1oth inst.,a woman 
26} 0f about 23 





's of age was run over and 
Takanawa, Shiba. 





killed by a train 





Mr. Isuizuxa Yuizo, Secretaryof the Legisla- 
tive Bureau, has been appointed counsellor 
to the Governor-General of Formosa. 


Tax triennial Memorial Service of the late Ito 
Juzo, father of Marquis Ito, took place on the 
19th inst, at the temple of Shirokane. 


steamers of the season for 





the 


7! ports of Newchwang and Vladivostock left 





Latest Commercial. 


The Japan Weekly Wail, 








Japan on the 17th and 18th inst, respectively. 


A Postman named Naito Hideo, Kamiya- 
Shiba, Tokyo, has been arrested ona charge 
of stealing money and cheques from letters, 


A sgrtous fracas occurred on the British steamer 
Pathan, at Moji, on the r4th, between the crew 





 paisca QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!” 


and a number of coolies engaged inloading coal. 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 


Whatever is intended for insertion in the * JAPAN 
Week.y Matt” must be authenticated by the name 


and address of the 


, not for publication, but a: 
guarantee oi good faith. 





It is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the Mawacer, and Cheques be made 
01 





payable to same: and that literary contriby 
addressed to the Eviror. 








Mr. Goscuen, First Lord of the Admiralty; in 
introducing the British Navy Estimates, dwelt 
on the continued expansion and improvement 
of the Navy. 
A Russtan Imperial Ukase has been issued 
ordering an extraordinary expenditure of 
ninety million roubles for the construction of 
warships. 








Vonouama: SATURDAY, MARCH 19TH, 1898. 


Tus new steamer 7suhijima Maru was lauuch- 
ed at the Mitsubishi Yard at Nagasaki on the 








BIRTHS. 


At Tottori, on March rath, the wife of the Rev. 
Samus C. Barteertt, jun,, of a son, 

On 
the wi 
Bank, of a son. 

‘On the 15th March, at No. 177, Yamamoto-d 
e, Kobe, the wife of TH. De Bertony, of 


MARRIAGE. 
t Christ Church, Yokohama, 
neys Irwine, M.A., Rector 














THos Wattace, fou 
McInaith, M.A., of Renfiewshire, N.B. 
to Eprra Haven Emma, fourth daughter of A. 
Watson, B-q., Yokohama. 





March 16th, at No. 70, Bluff, Yokohama, 
ife of J.C, Nicworson, of the Hongkong 


hh sou of the late Rev. John 





rath instant. Baroness Suyematsu attended 
the ceremony. ——-- 

Mr. Muraxamt Kyoto, editor of the Shin Fuku- 
in, bas been fined 20 yen for having published 
statements made by some prisoners at their 
preliminary examination. 





Srrixrs of labourers occurred in Bombay, 
{| owing to the plague preventive measures, in the 
early part of this month, but were ended and 
quiet restored by the 15th inst, 








A Farmer named Kaneko, of Fuchige-mura, 
near Tokyo, was arrested the other day in the 
s}act of putting stones on the railway line with 
the intention of wrecking a ti 











MEpIcaL-INsPECTION regulations have been put 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


into force at Yokoh: Kobe, Nagasaki. etc., 
in the case of vessels arriving from Hongkong 








A JapanEse steamer was upset on her tial 


trip near Osakijima. on the r2th inst. and 13 


perso re drowned. 


1 








a 
days and three nigh! 








A varewett dinner was given to General Ko 
dama, the new Governor-General of Formosa, 
at Uyens, Tokyo, on the r4th inst. 









Losp Satispuey's health 
factory state and his physi 


him to transect, apy. husine@. yi: 
ordered to the~ Riviera wid jo 





& 


the Soudan campaign the British. brigade 
at Berber after a splendid march of four 


avery unsatis- 
ve forbidden| A Paxtne telegram states that a great change 


and China ports, in view of an outbreak of 


y plagne. 


‘Terr have been several skirmishes between 
the Japanese troops and the rebels in Formosa, 
On the r4th t. a Japanese sergeant and eight 
men were killed in a fight with the rebels near 
Kimpori. — 

Great excitement is reported in New York on 
account of the Maine disaster, which has not 
yet been officially accounted for, and there wa 
a semi-panic on the Stock Exchange on the 14th 
instant, 


















jas taken place in the feelings of the Chinese 
‘ourt aud people toward Japan, aud whut ihe 











idea of looking to this country for support is 
spreading. 
Tux general election of members of the House 
of Representatives ook place on the 15th and 
16th inst. Up to Friday the results of the 
polling in 166 constituencies out of 300 were 
slightly in favour of the Liberals and allies, 


The Times say: 
war have the Bri 















at never since the Crimean 
h people been less disposed 
nfringement of their just 

They are convinced of 
se and the magnitude of 
and West Africa 


informed Sir Nicholas 
O'Connor, British Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
that Rui is negotiating for the lease of Port 
Arthur and Talien for a certain namber of 
years, and for a railway across Manchoria. 
Russia had not demanded sovereign rights, 
and the ports if leased, would be opened to 
foreign trade, 
Tux halfeyearly general meeting of the Yoko- 
hama Specie Bank was held on the afternoon 
of the roth inst. The total profits during the 
term amounted to yen 3,496,211 and the ex- 
penses to yen 2,440,747, leaving a balance of 
yen 1,055,464, to which yen 251,303 brought 
forward from previous account were added, 
making a total of yen 1,306,767. Of this 
amount yen 618,750 was appropriated to pay a 
dividend at the rate of 15 per cent. per annum. 


a (Oriental 





to brook tamely the 
rights 


any quarter, 
e of their ci 
the issues both in C 











M. Muravierr has 




















Tux projected Tokyo Kisen 
Steamship Company) will shortly start their 
line between San Francisco, Hongkong and 
Japan. One of the Company's steamships called 
the America Maru was launched on gth inst., 
in England and the other two steemers—the 
Nippon Maru and Hongkong Maru—ate ¢ 
pected to be finished and brought to Japan at no 
distant date. 











Tus Japanese torpedo destroyers now being 
built in England were named by the Minister 
of the Navy on the 16th inst. as follow 0. 
1 Thasuchi, No. 2 Inasuma, No. 3 Shinonome, 
No. 4 Murakumo, No. 5 Akebono, No. 6 Saga- 
nami, No. 7 Puyuri and No. 8 Shiranui. 
Those building in France are to be called the 
No. 1 Hayabusa, No.3 Kasasagi and No. 4 
Manasuru, aud the one constructed in Germany 
the Mo. 3 Shirataka. All the boats are of 120 
tons displacement, Six torpedo-boats are also 
being constructed at Vokosuka and Kure. 














Tue uncertain, if not eriti 
in the Far East has naturally had a considerable 
effect both upon import and export but i 
Japan during the past week or more. In Im- 
ports some business has been (ransacted in 

—when buyers could get concessions on 
ng home prices,—but in cotton piece goods 
and woollens nothing is being done. Metals 
share the same fate and stocks are accumulating. 
In kerosene some transactions have taken place 
at the advanced quotations reported a week ago, 
but still something under the normal rat 
another considerable import of ch Sumatra 
oil having arrived. A fair busin has been 





















transacted in brown sugar, a considerable ship- 
ment of 


Formosa having been disposed of on 
at a small reduction from current 
ns. The Export market has suffered 
much from the war rumours in 
Purch: Ik for 
Europe have been nif, in spite of con 
concessions from holders, but some little busi- 
been done for America. No transac: 
tions at all have taken place in waste s 
in tea, the market for the latter being practically 
‘eldaes Ta Other exp 
very ditte business, hat 
















en transacted, 
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SPIRIT of THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
ee 

Always conspicuous as an advocate of liberal 
and enlightened processes, the $47 Shimpo now 
takes up the subject of -foreign sentiment 
(haigai shiso) and discusses it in a frank and 
impartial manner. It declares that even among 
school teachers, of whom more cosmopolitan 
and seusible views might be expected, there are 
men who apply opprobrions epithets to foreign. 
ers, and the fact may well inspire uneasiness 
now that the country is on the verge of being 
completely opened to foreign intercourse, Old 
traditions die hard, Japan long ago committed 
herself definitely to unrestricted intercourse with 
the outer world, yet the feeliig of seclusion 
which, in the course of three hundred years, had 
become a kind of national instinct, lingers still 
in some quarters, The feeling is responsible for 
the assassination of Viscount Mori, the maim- 
ing of Count Okuma, and the attack on the 
Czarewitch. Prior tothe Restoration, the creed 
of seclusion rested on foundations which, how- 
ever they had been luid, were patriotic. Men 
lonestly believed that the only way to preserve 
the integrity of the empire was to keep aliens 
out of the country, The Tokugawa Regency 
discovered the error of that policy and conclud- 
ed treaties of friendship and commerce with 
Western States. But the feudal system, at whose 
apex the Tokugawa family stood, had run its 
course: its downfall was inevitable, and the 
reformers who plotted to bring about its 
overthrow did not hesitate to employ its pro- 
foreign policy as a weapon for attacking it. In 
that way the Aaigai, or foi, sentiment received 
a fresh impluse, and when the new Admini- 
stration was organized with the leaders of the 
Tokugawa’s opponents at its head it might 
reasonably have been expected, that they would 
give effect to the principles of seclusion which 
they had seemed to endorse before they camo 
into office. The tesult, however, was far 
different. It appeared that the promoters of 
the Restoration movemeut were themselves 
imbaed with the conviction which the Toku 
gawa Government had obeyed, They adopted 
every means of weaning public opinion from 
ils anti-foreign sentiment and putting an end 
to outrages such as thé cutting down of for 
eigners, the burning of legation buildings, and 
so forth; outrages which, had they been con- 
tinued, would have permanently disgraced and 
discredited Japan. Daring the first fourteen or 
fifteen years of the AMfeiji era things moved in a 
very satisfactory groove; but a reaction then 
set in, and most unfortunately it was reflected 



























in the educational policy of the Govern. 
ment, Confucianism once ee found 
favour in Education is im. 


the schous. 
mensely powerful. In five or six years the 
effects of that relrograde policy began to make 
themselves apparent. Their extreme form was 
illustrated in the attacks upon Viscount Mori, 
Count Okuma, and the Czarewitch ; their more 
subtle workings found expression in a want of 
courtesy, sometimes amounting to absolute 
rudeness, towards foreigners. The existence 
of. any anti-foreign sentiment is a source of 
great uneasiness now that the country is on the 
eve of mixed residence. Japan herself has in 
vited foreigners to come and live in her midst 
The responsibility of treating them with polite 
uess rests with her, Individual sympathies or 
antipathies are, of course, inevilable, but racial 
prejudices are unworthy of educated men, 


a * 


The Nippon writes at some length about 
affairs in Korea, but the purpose of the article 
is merely to demonstrate that the compli 
tions now reported from the peninsular empire 
are due, not to poluical intrigues supported by 
American influence, but to a reaction against 
the masterful proceedings of Russia. After 
the disgraceful coup d'état which led to the 
murder of the Queen, Japan effaced her- 
self in the peninsula and the Russophiles 
had the field entirely to themselves. The 
Chinese party did not count for anything. 
can not be denied that the pro-Ru 
licians utilized theif) joyiporambilyy Ut 
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and that they were powerfully backed by the 
Russian Legation, But they passed the bounds 
of prudence. Kim Hongniuk, whose life was 
recently attempted by assassins, bad originally 
been a man of no position. He owed his pro- 
motion solely to his knowledge of the Russian 
language and hia thorough-paced advocacy of 
Russian influence. Ina memorial addressed 
by him to the Throne it was stated that, as 
Korea could not hope t nd without Rassia’s 
support, the latter’s application with reference 
to a coaling station on Deer Island, to grants of 
land at Mokpo and Chinnampo, and to the 
concession of certain whale-fishing privileges, 
ought at once to receive the favourable con- 
sideration of the Korean Government. It is 
not improbable that the attack upon Kim was 
the outcome of thatmemorial. Atall events, the 
resolutions subsequently passed by the Inde- 
pendence Club are categorically opposed to the 
steps taken by the Russophiles. Nothing could 
be more uncompromising than the conflict be- 
tween the views expressed by the Club and the 
measures hitherto adopted at the instance of the 
pro-Russian party. It is plain that public opi- 
nion has turned. against Russia. Such is the 
Nippon’s view. 














* 


* 

The Kohkumin Shimbun thinks that the policy 
of the tri-partite alliance is now gradually being 
unfolded. It was not merely to keep Jay 
out of Liaotung and Manchuria that Russi 
Germany and France combined against he 
they had selfish purposes of their own which 
‘¢ now in process of consummation. England 
tands opposed to them, not absolutely unyield- 
ing, but still contriving always to attain her 
ends, 
to be solely one of self-effacement. In Chi 
she steps aside to leave the path free for others; 
in Korea she yields to whatever pressure is 
exerted against her, Has she then no part to 
play in the Far-Eastern field? The Kokumin 
does not want her to imitate the aggressive, 
sell-aggrandizing example of Western Powers. 
Her unique objects should be the development 
of trade and the.preservation of peace, and to 
accomplish those objects it is essential that the 
independence and integrity of the Chinese em 
pire should be preserved. Japan, then, should 
devote herself to urging a progressive policy on 
her neighbour. Unless China becomes progres 
sive she can not possibly remain independent. 
It is essential that she should adopt Western 
civilization ; build railways, work mines, reform 
her laws and her administration, re organize h 
army and navy, Japan must help her. It 
evident, of course, that a country which already 
finds itself in straits for capital to carry on its 
own commercial and industrial enterprises, can 
not come to the pecuniary assistance of its 
neighbour. Indeed, Japan alone can not hope 
to do much for China. But England has 
adopted precisely the same policy as Japan, 
England, too, seeks the expansion of commerce 
on equal terms for all, the preservation of 
China's integrity and the maintenance of the 
balance of power in the East. Other countries 
are of the same way of thinking, Japan ought 
to make it perfectly plain that she belongs to 
that school of politicians, and that she is 1eady 
to further their programme by every means at 
her disposal. 
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ea 

The Hochi Shimbun recalls Lord Beacons- 
field’s high-souading words at the Guildhall 
Banquet on the eve of the Russo:Turkish war 
of 1877, and wonders whether any memory of 
thal time recurs to the aged Premier of England 
to-day, who was then Beaconsfield’s lieutenant 
and upon whom the mantle of the Conservative 
leader has fallen, ‘The English nation has de- 
clared itself frankly in favour of stretching out 
armed hands tostay Russin’s aggressive advance, 
but the English Cabinet has not conrage to obey 
the people's mandate. This crisis of 1898 
closely sesembles that other crisis of 1877. 
Now as then we have heard lofty language 
from the leaders of British officiallom, Now as 














is the traditional enemies, Russia and Eng- 


(March 19, 1898. 












R t Tukey in the face 
of Bri tmenaces, and Turkey accepted the 
challenge. The Constantinople Cabinet knew 
well that its forces must be beaten to their knees 
by Russia's legions, But it counted on Eng- 
land's aid. That aid never came. If China 
reckons on British assistance now, will it come? 
The probabilities are thar England will leave 
Chinato her fate as she left Turkey. But 
unfortunately the Chinese braves are not like 
Turkish soldiers, nor has the Peking Govern: 
ment the resources, resolution, and ability of 
the Sultan's Administration. It is for Japan 
to snpply the deficiency. England is an 
Occidental Power. It is mot strange that she 
should hesitate to move ships and soldiers to 
the aid of an Oriental country where, after all, 
her interests are only commercial, But Japan 
is very close to China racially, as well as 
geographically. tincts do not 
forbid ler to stand by placidly while the Middle 
Kingdom is dismembered, her own material in- 
teresta condemn such indifference. Marq: 
ion now that the Earl of Be 





































Japan alone is inactive, Her role seems a 











1877 the nation 
back, The people would welcome with 
acelaim a resolate policy. It is for him to i 
terfere on behalf of the Turkey of the Far East, 
If he shrinks from the enterprise, his own wi 
noss and the weakness of his Cabinet will alone 
be to blame. 














. 
There has been a good deal of journalistic 
complaint recently about the “ voiceless foreign 
policy” of the present Cabinet, and the 
Chuo Shimbun writes in answer to the com- 
ners. It says, in effect, that a policy of 
y deeds and few words is infinitely prefer- 
policy of few deeds and many words, 
ta very plainly that the policy of the 
net belonged to the latter category. 
, our contempory thinks 
In_the recent crisis, for 
example, thé German Emperor's declaratio: 
were almost theutrical in their magniloquence, 
but the facts accomplished were comparatively 
trivial, England, on the contrary, said very 
little, The world scarcely knew that she 
was moving until it learned that an Anglo- 
Chinese convertion had been concluded 
covering 80 much more ground and dealing 
with issues so much more important than the 
German convention had covered or deal with 
that the two could scarcely be mentioned in the 
same day. That isthe kind of procedure to 
which the Chuo accords ite applause. [i bids 
countrymen possess their souls in patience, 
and not be disturbed because their diplomats 



































give little evidence of loquacity. Deeds not 
words are the desideratum, 


The Fomiurs Shimbun insists on the neces- 
sity of appointing harbour-masters, enacting 
harbour regalati and providing proper 
fiarbour equipment. This subject has so often 
been discussed already that we need not re- 
produce our contemporary’s argumenis in detail. 
They are easily conceived. 





In the Zokyo Asahé we find an article which, 
were it an expression of lay opinion, would be 
at once interesting and disqu’ 
nom de plume (Doshi) of the writer indicates a 
Buddhist priest; a fact which, as our readers 
will presently perceive, deprives the 
much of its force. The subject di 
petition presented tothe Government by the 
faculty of the Doshisha in Kyoto, Stndents of 








the Upper Middle Schools as well as of private 





eee the exemption being to allow them time 
to complete their stadies. The faculty of the 
Doshisha pray that the same privilege may be 
extended to the students of that institution. The 
dsahé discusses the questi from a funda- 
mental point of view. In what light, it asks, 
does the State regard Christianity? Accord: 














1 mon the point of stepping into the 
Tes, the parallel cease there? In 187)7,)\9 


ing to the Constitution ‘Japanese subjects 
shall, Githiyiitimits act prejudicial to peace and 
pid) HOt-aMegonistic-to\their duties as 
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subjects, enjoy freedom of religious bel 
Now the Government haa made due provision 
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Association. He was thoroughly fitted to write 
such a book, and did the work well. But our 
present purpose is not to review the book, but 


f 
for the supervision and control of Buddhism 


id Shinto. It is true that Japan has no State|to collect therefrom all reference to Japanese 
mn, in the generally accepted sense. Poli. |legends and superstitions of the sea. In some 
tics and religion are entirely But the|cases these references are made jointly to 








ligious freedom require th 
shall exist to enforce them, and the neces: 





and Temples in the Home Department. Thal 
a, however, confine: duties to the Bud. 
and Shinto fields 
whatever into the affairs of Christian 
ches, 
either the Authorities do not consider that 
Chriat 
ligions,” 














it lest anpleasant complications should result. 
If the former hypothesis be correct, nothing 
If the latter, 


more need be said on the subject. 
then the obvious conclusion 


cage it must be regarded as a dangerous ele. 


ment in the State— 
vernment towards it 
Revised Treaties go 


the supineness of the Go: 









congregation 
been so small, and so many of them have thei 
head-quarters in the foreign settlements, tha 
inconvenient results have been brough 
about by the absence of official control. Bu! 








when mixed residence is allowed, a very dil- 
ferent state of affairs will probably ensue, and 
it will.be expedient to see that the ** peace and 
contemplated by the Constitution are 
insured. Pending some provision of that kind, 


order” 





it does not appear advisable to enter! 
plication like that of the Doshisha. 
is also another and a more radical difficulty 
What are “the duties of a Japanese subject’ 
referred to in the Constitution? To answe: 


in an ap: 





that question we must consider what is the 
polity of the Japanese empite, for obviously the 
first duty of a Japanese subject is to ore 
the 
national- 
ism, in Japan is sammed up in the old aphor- 
ism 0 wafusen kami wa hiusgn (ihe Sovereign 
is wholly virtnous; the Gods are ninety-nine 

The Sovereign is, in. fact, 


and defend that polity. Briefly speal 
le underlying all patriotism, 








parts virtuous). 
1d above the Gods. Through fire and wate 
his orders must be obeyed. That is the firs! 
article of the Japanese creed. But the God o 
Christianity is called the “ saviour and maste 
of the world” (4urseishe) ; the ‘lord of al 
things.” He is over and 
A faith founded on that doctrine is incon 





sistent with the prime tenet of Japanese loyal- 
sm, and a disciple of such a 
se sub- 


ty and pat 
faith can not fulfil his duties 








Japa 





ject. It may be urged that politic and religion 
are wholly distinct and must be kept so. Doubt- 
less. But sentiment can not be banished from 





any sphere of human life. 
ibly influence his politic 
he creed of the Japanese 


I 





triotism which constitule an immense factor o| 
national strength. 
influence will be felt, little by little, loos 
those bonds, Therefore before the Gove 

thinks of granting a petitio 








meni 





must be re- 
aired to modify their faith so that, like Budd- 
im, 
ie jamental principle of Japanese nation 








ome machinery 
ry 
machinery is provided by the Bureau of Shrines 


it makes no scrutiny 
chur- 
One of two inferences is inevitable: 


ity falls written the category of ‘ re- 
or they shrink from meddling with 






| have to cease after the 





But there 


above everything. 


The creed of the 


at as 
knit them together in bonds of loyalty and pa- 


It Christianity spreads, its 
ing 


like that of the 


it shall come into conformity with the 





nese and Chinese lore. It is possible, of 
course, that some errors have crept in, and it 
is quite likely that the quotations made are far 
from constituting a complete repertory of Japan- 
ese nautical folk-lore. We shall be pleted 
therefore, to receive correction of mistakes 
additional legends and superstitions. We aang 
the following :— 

The Chinese believe that supernatural beings 
se the tides, and Japanese legends of the 
ler of the tides” still exist. 

Chinese and Japanese say that the phenomena 
of watersr outs are caused by dragons, and affirm 
that the latter have been seen going up and down 
in the wi Drums and gongs are 
beaten to dissipate them. Japanese call them 
fatsumaki (spouting-dragons). [This is rather 
a free translation of the Japanese name, which 
means literally ‘ dragon's spiral "). 

So Abbuto, the Japanese wind-god, is de- 
picted with a bag between his shoulders. 
(Query: What in the distinction, or the rela- 
tion, between “ Abbuto ” and “ Faten”?] 
The Japanese wind.god was Abbuto, who 
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| Faten, another Jap rm-deity, who 


often figures in engravings and in temple statues, 
has the face and claws of a cat. Kama.-Itachi, 
akind of weasel, is represented as the whirl- 
wind. 

Riuto is the Japanese god of the bottom of the 
sea, and is shown asa dwarfish figure, bearing 
a lantern on his head. He, as well as Midsu- 
mo-Kami [Mizn-no Kami], a water-god, and 
Jebisu [Ebisu] « sea-god, is adored by fisher- 
men, Susanoo-no-Mikoto, brother of the sun- 
god [goddess], is also god of the sea, 

In Japanese legendary history, the gods of the 
sea and air assembled to assist a great queen 
[Jingu] against Korea. Kai-ku O, dragon-king 
of the sea, sent his messenger Isora, with jewels 
that controlled the tides, 

A favorite maritime saint in Japan in Jakashi 
Niurai [Yakushi Nyorai], whose emblem was 
the enttie-fish, often seen cut on his statues in 
sea-side trmples. Ina great stormat sea, a huge 
fish attacked a junk, and the mast and rndder 
were broken, A priest on board prayed to the 
saint, who appeared and bade him throw over- 
board his image, which the priest possessed 
He did s0, and the storm ceased. The image 
was aflerwaods restored to the priest by a 
cuttle-fish, Japanese fishermen deem it an ill- 
omen to meet a bonze or priest on their way to 
their boats 

A recent traveller in Japan says coins were 
thrown into the sea to obtain a breeze, and 
again to propitiate the god of storms. 

In the Japanese story, “The Lost Fish- 
hook,” « boy had his hook carried off by alarge 
fish, To him-appeared the “ruler of the tides,” 
who set him afloat ina basket, in which he 
sank to the palace of the sea-dragon, saw and 
loved his daughter. The fishes were bidden to 
find the hook, which was in the red-fish’s mouth, 
[Urashima?] 

Japan is, however, the head-quarters of the 
coy maidens of the Here an old Dutch 
navigator obtained the first ‘veritable mer- 
maid, and tifey may still [?] be procured of 
“| ingenious natives, Numbers iiave been shown 
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JAPANESE LORE OF THE SEA. 


oe 
(Waritren ror tue “ Japan Mart.”] 





“Sea Phantom: 
tions of the Sea and of Sailor 





is the title o} 





a book, written by the late Lieut. F. S. Bassett, 
The anthor'served for a while on 
a US. gunboat in Asiatic waters, spent con- 


of Chicago. 


siderable time off Korea, and visited Japan. 
He was Chairman of the 


for many years president of the C 
Lore Society, 





Google 


or Legends and Supersti- 


Folk-Lore Congress 
during the World's Fair; was the founder, and 
ago Folk- 
now the International Folk-Lore 


in museums, etc., deftly made by uniting a 
child's head to a fish’s body. At Bartholomew 
Fair in 1825, there w xhibited a mermaid, 
obtained by a Dutch ship from Japan, 

A Japanese legend relates that a mermaid 
prophesied an epidemic. 

The Japanese represented that a monstrous | 
cod-fish stretched its length under all their 
jands. This fish, Fishin. uwo, seven hundred 
les long, was formerly thought to cause the 
well as convulsions of the land. 

A sea-monster was the traditional ancestor of 
the emperors of Japan. Kappa is a monster, 
with a monkey's head and body, aud tortoise’s 
claws, He seizes children and diags them 




















into the water, He is fond of cucumbers, 
and these are often thrown into the water, to 
propitiate him when boysgo in bathing. Grif- 
fis was warned not to bathe in a certain place in 
Fukui, as he would be dragged down by this 
monster, A woman was accidentally spilled 
out ofa “ jinrikisha ” into a pond, and drowned, 
It wa id that Kappa got her. People in 
Tokyo say they often see Kappa in the river, 
and one is said to have dragged a man down 
in the typhoon of July 6, 1874. Japanese have 
a tradition that fish ate the embodiment of the 
souls of naval officers. Jingu, a Japanese 
queen, fished for an auspicions omen on the 
first day of the fourth mouth, and caught a fish 
Ladies fish on that day. 

Shoals of fish ar 

















ded a Japan- 


ese fleet (that of Jingu) in their progress to 
Korea, by pushing their ships abead, 
A certain 


ind on the Japanese coast in 





to-day the Choshin peasant fancies he sees the 
ghostly armics baling out the sea with bottom- 


less dippers, condemned thus to cleanse the 
ocean of the slain of centuries ago.” Mariners 
feared to anchor near, and thought the phos- 
phorescent sea the forerunner of these ghosts. 

Japanese legend asserts that the mirage is the 
breath of a clan h lies wt the bottom of 
the sea, The mirage is called \Ainkiro—"The 
vision of the palace of the god of the bottom 
of the sea.” 

Mendoza heard of such [traditions] 
where there is still a legendary wom 
[Query ; where ?] 

Onogorojima, the island of the congealed 
drop, was a fabled Japanese Paradise. 

Folk-lore tales abound with tales of curious 
boats and ships, and even the Tapanese, New 
Zealanders and Fijians have their legends con- 
cerning them, The former people say that on 
LNew Year's day, Zutara dune, the treasure- 
ship, manned by the seven gods of luck, will 
enter every harbour, dispensing gifts and 
favours. 

Japanese legends of Jingu record that that 
queen sacrificed to the sea-gods, 

Early travellers in Japan tell us of offerings 
to the sea-gods. Japanese, saved from wreck 
cut off their short queues, ‘a Japanese seaman’s 
ordinary vow,” A. traveller says, that in 1822, 
on the occasion of the detention of a junk by 
unfavourable winds, a barrel of sake, or 
native wine, and many copper coins were thrown 
overboard, to propitiate Kompira, a god of 
the elements, and to obtain favourable weather. 
Chinese and Japanese junk sailors think it @ 
good omen to cross the bows of a foreign ves- 
sel, and frequently give great trouble in crowded 
channels, and incur considerable danger from 
this cause, 

In Japanese story. a large tortoise cartied a 
fisherman down to a city in the sea, and 
returned him the long after his friends 
were dead, 

In Japanese story, Hiruko, who as the third 
child of the first god-man, was the Noah, had 
an atk of camphor-wood, made by his parents 
in his third year, 

The Japanese have a tradition thet their 
ancestors came from the skies in a boat. In 
Japan it is considered Incky to dream of sailing 











Japan, 
island, 























above references to Japanese legends 
and superstitions of the sea are all rather brief. 
Some of them are evidently mere allusions to 
long stories such or ‘“Urashima.” “The 
Princess Fire flash and Fire-fade, z 
We hope that the readers of this will codpe: 
with us in making a larger collection of Jap 
nese legends and superstitions of the sea 
and of sailors. 





















Here in a fragrant flower of rhetoric from 
New South Wales. Mr. G H. Reid, the Pree 
mier, was recently asked by an hon. member if 
he had received any notice of grave disaffection 
among the Free Trade party. He replied. 
“LT believe that ionally there is a small 
tipple on the smiling surface of ob full con- 
tent, but nothing more.” 
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PARTI1ION OR PRESERVATION. 
——+ 





A month ago the Russian press seemed 
to have made up its mind that Port Arthur 
was to be permanently occupied by Rus- 
sia. The-Vovostiand the Aovoye Vremya, 
which are regarded by the world as true 
exponents of Russian opinion and which, 
being subject to official censorship in com- 
mon with all their contemporaries of the 
same nationality, are to be credited with 
a certain measure of official sanction, 
spoke in terms of the utmost explicitness 
on the subject. In the Far East, too, 
from the time when the Russian squadron 
began to use Port Arthur as a winter 
station, very few people entertained any 
doubt that its continued use through many 
winters, and many summer too, would be 
found convenient by the Great Northern 
Power. We are not surprised, therefore, 
at the outspoken language of the St. 
Petersburg journals, though it must be 
confessed that the morality of their utter- 
ances does provoke some astonishment. 
Self-aggrandisement is a very old habit; 
as old as humanity. The French are, 
pethaps, its frankest exponents, for their 
artistic instinct forbids them to supple- 
ment the sin of robbery with the vice of 
hypocrisy. When M. Jules Ferry de- 
clared, in 1883, that upon every 
State devolved the duty of transmit. 
ting to each new generation a wider 
patrimony than the old had enjoyed, he 
expounded a creed which had at least the 
merit of being ingenuous. It would be 
too much to expect similar frankness on 
the part of every Power engaging in the 
game of international brigandage, but 
certainly exceptional callousness of con- 
science must be attributed to a nation 
whose journalists find no word of condem- 
nation for such a device as the borrowing 
of a friendly Power’s territory with the 
secret design of never giving it back 
again. The Movosté and the ,Novoye 
Vremya, however, either fail to detect 
any chicanery in acts of that kind, or, 
detecting it, donot find their complacency 
at all disturbed thereby, However, the 
Russian Government has more conscience 
than Russian journals seem to suspect, for 
instead of quietly extending its ‘‘tem- 
porary ” privilege at Port Arthur until the 
fact acquired somé respectibility from 
prescription, it has come forward boldly 
and asked for a lease of the place. 


Fair-minded Englishmen have generally 
been obliged to admit that their country’s 
practice in the past has not been consist. 
et with the preaching of international 
jurists, Yet it will probably be confessed 
by England’s bitterest enemies that she 
tries hard to. be correct in her conduct 
and just in her dealings. With the ex- 
ception of the United States of America, 
a Power which, happily for itself, is not yet 
required topractically illustrate any code of 


morals, England undoubtedly, in these]? 


days at all events, lives up to nineteenth- 
century standards as conscientiously as 
any State in the world. As between Great 
Britain and Russia we think it may fairly 
be claimed that a very different value is 
altached by the nations to the declarations 
of the two Governments. No one doubts, 
for example, that English statesmen are 
prefectly sincere when they disavow all 
idea of territorial aggrandisement in the 
Far East. No one donbts that if England’s 
hand were not forced by the unscrupulous 
aggression of other Powers, she would 
not seek to extend her possessions in 


izes ry Google : 


China by so much as a square inch. But, 
speaking frankly, how many persons be- 
lieve that Russia’s declarations about 
making free ports in the Liaotung Penin- 
sula are sincere, or may be relied on? 
The memory of Batoum is indelible. 


One of the contentions of the Russian 
journals is that “ Great Britain is apparent- 
ly trying to create another imbroglio in the 
Far East;” that “her diplomacy is always 
planning new acquisitions, new grabs, yet 
she is perversely unwilling to see her Euro- 
pean neighbours follow her example.” It 
is quite true, that, from an outsider’s point 
of view, England’s policy must often seem 
very exasperating. But in this particular 
case she is merely defending her rights. 
If she opposes Russian seizures of Chinese 
territory, it is because her traders would 
be excluded from every region annexed 
by Russia. England’s free-trade example 
has not produced many imitators among 
the nations of the world, She can not 
help that. It is no part of her mission to 
force others to be economically wise. 
But she has an undeniable title to oppose 
the expansion of protective Powers at the 
expense of her own freedom of trade. 





“ China can not forget England’s hostile 
attitude toward her,” says the Novoye 
bremya, ‘during, as well as at the con- 
clusion of, the war with Japan. It was 
Russia, France and Germany which then 
stepped in and saved China from threa- 
tened loss of much of her continental 
territory.” That argument is _ most 
convincing. China should doubtless feel 
very grateful to the Powers which inter 
fered to drive the Japanese out of her 
territory, and then turned round and 
appropriated it themselves. 


But perhaps the most interesting ‘part 
of the writings in the St. Petersburg 
papers is their explicit advocacy of the 
partitioning of China. We quote two 
extracts — 

Since, by the mere logic of events, we have 
seen a petleetly penceable division of a great 
part of the globe—Africa—without the resort to 

t the inevitable re= 
















er equally auspicious ¢ 


All that is needed isa proper 
agreement as to the delineation of the vario 
spheres of influ ‘The notion of worlded 






nation must be abandoned. Let England 








dicate what, in virtue of logical necessity, should 
go to her and let her allow ethers to appro- 
priate the rest. in peace, England Id 
fot hope ta grab all and keep it, for there 
is no naval or military power in the world 
able to guard alundied scattered islands and a 
thonsand pieces of territory, One serious blow 
and the whole fabric would fall to pieces. We 
fear English diplomacy is sowing the wind and 
preparing a catastrophe for the nation, We repeat, 
all that is necessary is an d 
to the fair division of the doo 
The wisest and must profitable arra 
for the Beitish Government would be a perfect 
with Germany and Russia, though 
hope to the 
al acquisition of a lion’s share of Chinese 
territory.—Movoye Vremya. 
The dismemberment of China by the 
Great Powers of Europe, acting in agree- 
ment preconcerted for the purpose, is a 
programme in which England will never 
figure as a partner. 
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Considering that’even in this part of the 
world—where the prime sources of in- 
formation were close at hand—the egregi- 
ous mistake was made of imagining that 
the British Government had offered to 
guarantee a loan for China, it is not 
surprising that French and German news- 





papers should have been betrayed into 


“/from acts of violence. 


the same misapprehension, especially 
since, in their case, the wish was father to 
the thought. The Fournal des Débats, 
writing in the middle of February, con- 
cluded that Great Britain was bent upon 
repeating in the Far East the experiment 
which had resulted so successfully in 
Egypt. Just as Beaconsfield’s purchase 
of the Suez Canal’s shares had ultimately 
planted England on the banks of the Nile, 
$0 a loan to China by Salisbury’s machi- 
nations was to make Great Britain 
supreme in the Middle Kingdom, The 
French journal deemed it expedient to 
warn China against entering into financial 
operations with England. As for the 
German press, it was still more vehe- 
ment, The Kélnische Zeitung wrote quite 
excitedly on the subject, declaring that if 
England “ attempted to close out foreign 
competition by underhand means, she 
must expect very serious opposition,” and 
actually had the delightful assurance to 
claim for Germany, as compared with 
England, a policy of fair ficld and no 
favour in commercial affairs. It is dis- 
tinctly satisfactory, as we remarked on a 
previous occasion, that the British Go- 
vernment did not do broker’s business for 
China, but the fact can not be too strongly 
emphasized that England never made any 
offer of a loan. What happened was that 
the Chinese Government asked for the 
British Government’s help, and Her 
Majesty's Ministers returned a straight- 
forward answer, to the effect that help 
would be given on such and such condi- 
tions. China found the answer quite 
acceptable, but was soon made aware that 
if she consummated the transaction her 
relations with France and Russia would 
be impaired. She therefore went to work 
in a different way. The even handed 
justice-of Russia and France was well 
illustrated in this matter, for they them- 
selves had set the example of political 
financing by lending money to China in 
1895, whereas they stormed against the 
idea of England’s doing anything of the 
kind in 1898. As for the Suez-Canal 
shares, France might have bought them her- 
self when the Khedive placed them on the 
market. In truth, France might have done 
various things in Egypt which she did not 
do, and her usually artistic instincts serve 
her ill when she raises a sour-grapes 
clamour at this time of day. 











SOSHI IN TOKYO. 
anaes CELLS 

Quiet and orderly as everything ap- 
peared in Tokyo on the 1th instant de- 
spite of the general clections being in 
progress, the city was not altogether free 
Three soshi at- 
tacked the well known Mr. Takanashi 
Tetsushiro with short swords, and though 
they happily failed to do him any serious 
injury, there seems to be no doubt that 
their intentions were murderous. Mr. 
Takanashi is a barrister. He has been 
returned by one of the election districts of 
Tokyo as a member of the Lower House 
ever since the Diet was first convened. 
In the early sessions he played a very 
conspicuous part and was counted one of 
the most eloquent speakers in the House, 
but subsequently he lapsed into complete 
silence, and since 1893 his voice has 
scarcely been heard. His appearance 


helps to make him remarkable, for he 
wears his hair so long that it hangs over 
his shoulders. 
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DEER-ISLAND INCIDENT. 

fy sag 

The despatches, memorials and so on, 
relating to the Deer-Island incident, have 
been published in the columns of the Séul 
Independent. From these documents we 
gather that the story runs thus:—In 
August last year, an area on Deer-Island 
was claimed for the purposes of a general 
foreign settlement by the Representatives 
of the United States, Great Britain and 
Germany, but the Representatives of 
Russia, France and Japan were not privy 
to the arrangement. The site had already 
been staked out by Mr. McLeavy Brown 
in 1895. Curiously enough, in the very 
same month of August, Mr, Waeber, the 
then Russian Chargé d’Affaires, applied to 
the Korean Foreign Office for a concession 
of eighty thousand square metres of the 
area thus set aside. The Foreign Mini- 
ster made no immediate reply, and after 
the lapse of some months Mr. de Speyer, 
the new Russian Representative, repeated 
the application, asking, at the same time, 
for a speedy answer. With the excep- 
tion of the Vice-Minister, Min Jongmuk, 
all the officials of the Korean Foreign 
Office were opposed to making such an 
extensive grant to Russia, and the Mini- 
ster invited the Foreign Representatives 
to meet for the purpose of discussing the 
affair. The meeting never came off, how- 
ever. Some powerful influence was 
brought to bear, and the Minister became 
too sick to attend tohis duties. On the 
afternoon of Saturday, February 26th, the 
Vice-Minister repaired to the Department, 
and finding there neither officials nor des- 
patch paper, wrote a private note to the 
Russian Representative, in which he ex- 
pressed regret for the delay that had 


occurred in settling the question, and 
said :— 





Iconsider that the friendly velations between Ko- 
reaand Russia are especially different from those 
of other countries, therefore make the special 
concession in hopes that our relations may become 
yet closer, The conditions of the concession will 
be the same as those which we have stipulated 
with Japan concerning her coal godowns on that 
island. 





At the same time the Vice-Minister wrote 
another private note to the Japanese Re- 
presentative, as Doyen of the Corps Diplo- 
matigue, in which he explained that, inas- 
much as the appropriation of a certain 
area on Deer Island for a foreign settle- 
ment had not been definitely made by 
means of an official document, the Korean 
Government considered that it retained 
the exclusive right to dispose of the land 
as it pleased. He said nothing, however, 
about conceding any part of it to Russia. 


Now the Minister of Foreign Affairs had 
very properly laid the Russian applica- 
tion before the Councillors of State, but 
their discussion of the matter had been 
postponed owing to the Minister's illness. 
When, therefore, they learned that the 
Vice-Minister had made the concession on 
his own anthority, they addressed to the 
Throne a strong protest, declaring that 
neither inthe Deer-Island affair nor in the 
matter of granting certain state privileges 
to the Russo-Korean Bank, had their opi- 
nion beentaken, and that as they were thus 
ignored, they begged to tender their 
resignations, At the same time the Inde- 
pendence Club sent an indignant com- 
munication to the Vice-Mini: 





ing why he had made such a concession to 
Russia, and reminding him that the land 
was not his to give. Thereafter the 
Minister and Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs memorialized the Throne. The 
Minister said that the concession had 
been made irregularly, and that al- 
though the irregularity had occurred 
during his absence, he felt responsible 
and tendered his resignation. The Vice- 
Minister defended his action, onthe ground 
that, when settling the Rose-Island ques- 
tions two years previously, the Foreign 
Office had not consulted theCouncil of 
State. Nevertheless, he, too, tendered his 
resignation. The Emperor accepted both 
resignations : the Minister’s, because of his 
sickness ; the Vice-Minister’s, because the 
Council had been ignored by him. But 
his Majesty forthwith appointed the ex- 
Vice-Minister to be Minister of the De- 
partment, a most emphatic vindication of 
his action and a distinct approval of the 
concession to Russia. A curious point is 
that, in his reply to the Independence 
Club, the new Minister claimed to have 
consulted the State Council, though in his 
memorial to the Emperor he admitted that 
he had failed todo so. For the rest, he 
justified his action solely on the ground 
that a similar concession for the purposes 
of a coaling station had been made on the 
same island to Japan, 

Such proceedings as are here outlined 
could scarcely fail to arouse indignant 
feelings on the part of Korean officialdom 
and the Korean people. It appears that 
the Russian Representative had only two 
supporters in the matter—the Emperor 
and the Vice-Minister, Min Jongmuk. 
Their united strength sufficed to achieve 
the object immediately in view, but only 
at the cost of an ugly complication. if 
Russian diplomacy in Séul has to work 
with such a paucity of advocates, there 
need be no surprise that Mr.de Speyer 
finds a difficulty in achieving brilliant 
results. 


Ifthe Fif's telegraphic information from 
Séul be correct, it indicates a very impor- 
tant change of front on Korea’s part 
towards Russia. Of course, it is easy for 
the Korean Cabinet to decide that the 
services of the Russian military instruc- 
tors and the Russian financial adviser are 
no longer required, but it may not be so 
easy by any means to arrange for those 





gentlemen’s departure. It is true that the 
emoluments paid to them from the Korean 
Treasury are inconsiderable, and could 
probably be commuted without a great 
financial effort. But Russia will naturally 


exert all her influence to secure them in|? 


their posts, and we have not much faith 
in the potency of Korean resolution when 
opposed by Russian influence. The 
puzzling feature of the complication is the 
diplomatic action which precipitated it. 
Why did Mr. de Speyer create this op- 
portunity for the Korean Cabinet to turn 
againsthim? We do not understand the 
question, and must leave it undiscussed. 








Inexplicable as the trouble in Soul has 
seemed by the light of the scanty details 
hitherto published, there does not appear 
to be much more to learn about it. M 
de Speyer’s reasons for asking Korea to 
declare the state of her affections were 
simply what the public now knows. He 
considered that the attempted assassina- 
tion of Kim, the Russian interpreter, the 





memorial addressed to the Emperor of 
vedic by the Independence Club, and 
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the Cabinet's protest against the course 
pursued by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
in agreeing to lease a large tract of land 
on Deer Island to Russia without consult. 
ing his colleagues—he considered that 
these things indicated the existence of 
estrangement on Korea’s part, and he 
accordingly asked for an explicit an- 
nouncement of her mood. It was a strange 
and rather hysterical procedure, so far as 
we can see. Had it alarmed the Koreans 
into making an emphatic denial of any 
desire to shake themselves free of Russia, 
M. de Speyer would have scored a 
success. But if it failed, he would be 









in the position of having created for 
them the very opportunity they were seek- 
ing. It did fail. The Korean Cabinet 
sent back a courteously worded but un. 
equivocal reply that they were prepared to 
dispense with Russian instructors and 
advisers. One finds difficulty in imagining 
that Russia will move ships or troops 
against the Koreans because they say that 
they do not care to have their soldiers 
instructed and their finances managed by 
Russian experts. The probability is that 
the Government in St. Petersburg will 
not care to endorse M. de Speyer’s pro- 
cedure very vigorously. 


The Noveye Vremya of St. Petersburg, ae 
d tor an American journal, writes 


Korean troops number only 6,000. The 

ichers of this little army were Ameri 
and Japanese, who had no interest in raisi 
efficiency. They were sali: to draw thei 





Pi 
and glad that the Koreans did not ask them to 
more, 


Since October last, however, Ru 
id non-commissioned officers have been 
d under Colonel Putjata, and anew spicit 
has come over the soldiers. When the first gym- 
nastic apparatus was put up, the Minister of War 
relused to supply the necessary ropes 
that the Russians were about to tort 
The Koreans are not fond of exercise. and many 
left the army, de: the good pay offered | 
when they were shown the use of the apparat 
Now, however, they begin to like their work. 
Sin-ta-tai, the life-guards, are going through th 
athletic exercise as well as if they were Germa 
and the Korean officers are so well satisfied 
they threaten to leave if the Russi 
missed. The soldiers are now well fed, and as, in 
the opinion of the Koreans, bravery is the result 
of a full stomach only, they areno longer afraid of 
the Japanese, The advisers of the King 
ill” now soon be sent out of tte country, as they 
he 












































A Russian school has been opened in Séul, 
where insti free. yThe pupils are 
boarded free, too, There ave twenty: 
between the ages of thirteen and th 
1 Koreans. i tin 













language is neglected. The 
very muuch frequi jor Engli: 
yet, in the postal 
custoni-house, 

by the Koreans in view of con 
enemies in Korea, the Americans and the Japan 
have command of much money, and it could be 
wished that Russia would take care to extent sys- 
tematically the work begun in her interest. 





The Russian journal supposes Japan to be 
" struggling for the possession of Korea.” It 
is an idle supposition, in our opinion. The 
Japanese are a kind of bugbear to some folke 
at present, and perhaps it is in their interest 
that they should bear that character, but there 
is good reason to doubt whe they have 

heights of ambition on which the 
n of their critics place them. 





















LIAOTUNG. 
pee igen 

It will readily be supposed that Russia’s 
action with regard to Port Arthur and 
Talien evokes very severe comments from 
the vernacular press. Germany, though 
she had a pretext, such as it was, for de- 
manding a lease of Kiao-chau, was declar- 
ed to have behaved in a manner contrary 
to all the dictates of civilized intercourse, 
but Russia has not the shadow of a pre- 
text for her demand of Port Arthur and 
Talien, so that it is difficult to find any 
.terms appropriately describing her con- 
duct. That is what the ¥7i Shimpo and 
other leading Tokyo journals say, in effect. 
They also discuss, with much interest, 
England’s probable action, and seem dis- 
posed to arrive at the conclusion that 
China’s integrity, which the British Par- 








liament has declared it necessary to pro- 
tect, will become illusory if she has to 
yield to such pressure as Russia is now 
bringing to bear on her, anid that England’s 
interference consequently becomes in- 
evitable. We should have expected to 
find more emphatic references to the 
position in which Japan finds herself 
placed, Japan had acquired possession 
of Liaotung under the strongest right that 
the world recognises, the right of conquest. 
Russia turned her out, alleging that the 
tenure of the peninsula by a foreign 
Power would be a menace to the Chinese 
capital. There is not the smallest doubt 
that Russia thus incurred, vis-a-vis Japan, 
the responsibility of not occupying Liao- 
tung herself. Her presence there would 
be at least as great a menace to Peking 
as the presence of Japan. The Japanese 
Government is therefore entitled to pro- 
test in the most emphatic terms against 
the course Now attributed to Russia. 
That is a point which we should have ex- 
pected to see strongly insisted on by ver- 
nacular journals. 





Her Majesty’s Representative in Peking 
is alleged to have informed the Chinese 
Government that if it yielded to the 
demand of Russia, Great Britain would 
be obliged to seek corresponding conces- 
sions in order to preserve the balance of 
power. We doubt the correctness of that 
statement. The telegrams from London 
show plainly that at the time when Sir 
Claude Macdonald is supposed to have 
thus addressed the Tsung-li Yamén, he 
could not have been in receipt of definite 
instructions from London. In fact, it 
seems evident that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment is addressing itself direct to St. 
Petersburg, and as China has ordered her 
Representative in Europe to proceed to 
the Russian capital for the purpose of 
negotiating there, we conclude that the 
seat of the discussion has been removed 
from Peking to St. Petersburg. Hence 
Sir Claude Macdonald’s action in Peking 
must have been guided by his general 
instructions, which are understood to be 
that Great Britain will not consent to the 
granting of exclusive privileges to any 
Power by China, and that all concessions 
must be equally enjoyable to all, Very 
likely he reminded the Chinese Govern- 
ment of that fact’ in connection with 
Russia’s demands, but we do wot imagine 
that he went any further. 


The most plausible explanation of Rus- 
sia’s suddenly aggressive activity is that 
she was chagrined by the result of 
the recent loan negotiations in Peking, 
for though China's application to the 
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British Government for pecuniary assis- 
tance did not bear any direct fruit, there 
is no denying the fact that England won 
avictory in the loan affair. That may 
have been the proximate cause of Russia’s 
very arbitrary procedure with regard to 
Port Arthur and Talien, but perhaps we 
shall be nearer the full truth if we say that, 
on reviewing the outcome of the recent 
complications, she found that she had been 
somewhat “left.” England reaped a 
considerable harvest—though no part of 
it was exclusive—and Germany gleaned 
something, .but Russia emerged from the 
scramble with nothing more substantial 
than permission to use Port Arthur as a 
winter station for her squadron ; a privi- 
lege which had virtually no value, for 
since. China is debarred by treaty from 
placing any one of the Western Powers 
in a more favourable position than the 
others, Port Arthur became, de facto, 
accessible to British ships from the 
moment that Russian men-of-war obtained 
the right of entry. It is not altogether 
wonderful that Russia should have chafed 
under such circumstances, nor would any 
one have been surprised to learn that she 
was negotiating quietly for a lease of Port 
Arthur. The inexplicable part of the affair 
is her peremptory and defiant method. 


The telegraph says that French ships 
are about to carry Russian troops to the 
Far East, Russia not having sufficient 
vessels of her on for the purpose. That 
means, we presume—if it be credible at 
all—that Russia intends to charter French 
steamers. She could charter British 
steamers, if she wanted them, and very 
likely she would. 








AMERICA AND SPAIN. 


pee eA yaaa 

‘There has been no sort of confirmation 
of the rumour circulated vid Hongkong to 
the effect that the United States Govern- 
ment had organized a naval demonstra- 
tions in Cuban waters. Neither is it con- 
ceivable that any necessity should exist 
at present for such a step. Had 
Spain persisted in her recent demands 


the case would be different. But she 
did not persist, and since, further, 
it is pretty plain that the destruc- 


tion of the Afasze has uot led to any com- 
plications, we may fairly assume that 
things are quiet for the moment. But it 
is impossible to feel any confidence that 
the Cuban question can be settled without 
trouble. Spain seems to be as faras ever 
from dealing effectually with the insur- 
rection. Her autonomy scheme has evi- 
dently failed, and her military capacities 
must be pretly nearly, if not altogether, 
exhausted. The United States will in- 
evitably have to interfere in the end. 
Probably it is owing to a conviction 
in that sense that the Government. in 
Washington has made an appropriation 
of ten millions sterling—fifty million dol- 
lars—for purposes of naval expansion. It 
is a pretty solid kind of commencement. 
If America goes to work in earnest to 
provide herself with a navy, she will “get 
there.” She seems to be in a hurry, too, 
for she has been trying to buy the two 
Japanese cruisers now under construction 
in Philadelphia and San Francisco. Japan, 
of course, would not sell. It seems a pity 
that the Cuban affair can not be put upon 
a monetary basis, The United States 
would probably be willing to buy Spain 





out, and Spain should not be averse to 
that solution. 


Google 
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FOREIGN SHAREHOLDERS IN 
FAPANESE COMPANIES. 


—— 

There has been a great deal of talk 
lately about the desirability of inducing 
foreigners to invest capital in the shares 
of Japanese enterprises, that being the 
simplest and quickest way of replenishing 
the people’s coffers. We are a little 
surprised, therefore, to find the Tasyo 
raising a note of alarm because that 
desideratum seems to have been partially 
achieved in the case ofthe Hokkaido Tanko 
Railway Company. It appears from the 
Company’s register, as compiled last Dec- 
ember, that a certain Mr. Kanakami, clerk 
in a stock-broker’s office, was entered as 
holding 18,000 shares, which put him second 
on the list, the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment standing first. Mr. Kanakami is not, 
it would seem, a man of substance. He 
is supposed to have merely lent his 
name to a foreigner. Moreover, dur- 
ing the present year the same person 
is reported to have made additional pur- 
chases aggregating 20,000 shares, thus 
becoming the biggest share-holder in the 
Company. The Zaiyo's comment  is:— 
“Tf foreign capitalists take to buying 
shares in Japanese enterprises, they will 
obtain control of the foundations of our 
business. That is a matter demand. 
ing reflection. It will be well not 
to create sources of inevitable regret 
hereafter by allowing foreigners to be. 
come shareholders in ourindustries merely 
for the sake of causing the shares to ap- 
preciate.” The comment stops just short 
of being intelligible. Will not the Zasyo 
explain what disadvantageous results it 
apprehends from foreigners becoming 
shareholders on a large scale? Is there 
any fear, for example, that half a dozen 
Mr. “Kanakamis” would carry off the 
Tanko Railway and the mines served by 
it? Nothing more senseless can be ima- 
gined than apprehensions like those of the 
Tatyo. They are childish and unreasoning. 








YOKOHAMA AND 10K¥O CHAMBERS 
OF COMMERCE. 
+= 

It is pleasant to learn from Mr. W. B. 
Walter’s letter, published elsewhere, that 
the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce has 
approached the Yokohama Foreign Cham- 
ber with the object of establishing close 
relations between the two bodies. There 
is certainly something singular in the fact 
that so little céoperation should have 
hitherto existed between the Japanese and 
Foreign Chambers at the open ports and 
in the three cities, In Kobe, however, 
the dawn of a more wholesome state of 
affairs presented itself recently, and we 
welcome the move now made by the 
Tokyo Chamber. Mr. Shibusawa Eiichi, 
the well-known banker, who held the port- 
folio of Finance in 1873, is President of 
the Tokyo Chamber, and it includes among 
its members all the leading merchants and 
manufacturers of the capital. The advan- 
tage of an entente between such a_body 
and the Foreign Chamber in Yoko- 
hama can scarcely be doubted. It is 
now nearly eighteen years since Mr. 
Shibusawa Eiichi and Mr. Masuda Ko 
interested themselves directly in Yoko- 
hama’s commercial affairs. The occasion 
was the attempted establishment of the 
celebrated K¢-ito Ni-asukarijo, or silk- 
conditioning house ; a project which was 














regarded with great disfavour by the 
foreign silk-men of Yokohama. They did 
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not believe in the practical possibility of 
the chief object contemplated by the pro- 
moters of the enterprise—namely, the 
abolition of the custom of entrusting par- 
cels of silk to foreign merchants for in- 
spection preliminary to purchase—, and 
they did believe that the real purpose of 
the scheme was to organize a big mono- 
oly in the hands and interests of a few 
Sepanese middle-men. The contest that 
ensued was very sharp, and Messrs. 
Shibusawa and Masuda were finally in- 
vited by their nationals in Yokohama to 
act as mediators. Their experiences on 
that occasion were understood to have 
impressed them very unpleasantly—so 
much so, indeed, that their friends fore- 
told their permanent abstention from all 
connexion with Yokohama affairs thence- 
forth. The Yokohama Chamber will 
of course treat the proposition of the 
Tokyo institution with all courtesy. If 
the two Chambers could come to some 
agreement for organizing a kind of judi- 
cial committee to settle all disputes be- 
tween foreign and Japanese merchants, 
without recourse to the law courts, a 
notable step of progress would have been 
made. 








AN ACCIDENT. 

ae CEE 

A rather lamentable accident occurred 
some time ago at the Miike prison, which 
is one of the five “ central jails” of Japan. 
When we speak of a “central jail” 
(Shuji Kan) it will be understood that we 
refer to a prison supported in_ the main 
by funds from the Treasury in Tokyo and 
controlled completely by the central 
Government. A foreign tourist, connec- 
ted with an Australian journal, who 
happened to find himself in Miike, one 
summer’s day, thought that he might 
obtain some interesting copy by visiting 
the jail and subsequently embodying his 
experiences in an essay. He therefore 
repaired to the place and. asked 
for admission. Jails are not usually 
thrown open at a moment’s notice 
for inspection by any chance visitor. 
Hence the tourist was not greatly 
surprised when a delay of three hours 
occurred before he obtained access to 
the prison, but, as will presently be 
seen, his failure to attach due signifi- 
cance to that fact entailed very deplorable 
results. Being shown over the prison 
with all courtesy and patience, he found 
“everything in apple-pie order and the 
whole place a great deal more comfortable 
as quarters than many places in which he 
had had to roost during his trip.” We 
use his own words in order that our 
readers may have a clear perception of 
the sad accident which ensued. His des- 
cription of the jail appeared in print in 
due time, and was so eulogistic that the 
editor of the journal for which he wrote 
“hauled him over the coals for being infect- 
ed withthe Japan mania.” Still, "asa sober 
matter of fact, the tourist had made no 
drafts on the imagination, but had merely 
put on paper what he had seen with his 
own eyes.” These things happened in 
1888, Just ten years later, that Is to say, 
in this present year, the same tourist be- 
ing again in Japan, found himself writing 
over the pseudonym of “ Seotus,” fora 
Kobe journal whose editor was engaged 
in a vehement crusade against the abuses 
and defects of the Japanese prison system. 
There could be no question about the 
correctness of the editor’s views, because 
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they were based, not on anything so 
deceptive as his own personal observation, 
but on the statements of a Japanese who 
was much incensed against the prison 
authorities. ‘‘Scotus” might thus have 
been placed in a cruel dilemma, for where- 
as his private sympathies as well as the 
popularity of any attack upon Japanese sys- 
tems urged him strongly to throw in his lot 
with the editor, his publicly recorded testi- 
mony as to the excellence of the Miike 
prison forbade such a volte face. But 
fortunately—and this is the only redeem. 
ing feature of the regrettable affair— 
“Scotus” had already discovered the 
accident that occurred to him at Miike, 
and was aware that a very gross deception 
had been practised on him by the prison 
officials. In short, to use his own words, 
“Tt had dawned upon him that, thanks to 
the three hours’ delay, he had been had 
in Miike very badly.” For during those 
three hours the prison authorities had 
altered the dimensions of the cells; had 
swept and garnished the prison; had 
provided new clothes for the inmates; 
had fattened up the prisoners so that 
they looked sleek and happy; had 
changed the doors and partitions so as 
to exclude draughts and provide pro- 
per shelter; had laid down fresh mats; 
and had altogether metamorphosized 
the conditions usually existing and the 
system generally pursued. It was be- 
cause of his pardonable failure to see 
through this very shameful piece of chi- 
canery that “Scotus” was agcidentally 
betrayed into becoming an eulogist of 
Japanese jails whereas he should have 
been a scathing critic. His discovery of 
the trick may almost be called providential, 
for it was entirely due to ‘a very mean- 
ing smile by a Japanese friend who had 
himself been in jail.’ Possibly our 
readers may be surprised at the celerity 
shown by the Miike Prison officials, but 
that is easily explained: it was a mere 
matter of practice. From information 
conveyed by the friend who had been in 
jail, “Scotus” learned that such swift 
changes are habitually contrived at Japa- 
nese prisons when a foreign visitor is 
about to be admitted. We can not suffi- 
ciently express our satisfaction that the 
deception has been shown up, and when 
we reflect that the labyrinth of falsehood 
was explored by the aid of such a slender 
clew as “a meaning smile,” we feel a 
renewed access of exulting confidence in 
the grand old aphorism magna est veritas 
et prevalebit. 





NAVAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
ORDINANCE, 
PSEC EID 

On the rath instant the Emperor issued 
an Ordinance authorizing the revocation 
of Ordinance No. 5 of the twenty-sixth 
year of Meij# (1893). The latter was 
the Ordinance directing that civil and 
military officials should contribute ten 
per cent. annually of their salaries for 
ship-building purposes, the Emperor him- 
self contributing a similar proportion— 
three hundred thousand yen—from the 
Privy Purse. In accordance with His 
Majesty’s authorization the Ordinance of 
1893 will cease to be operative from the 
3ist of this’ month. Our readers may 
remember that the House of Representa- 
tives, in its session of 1895-6, presented 
an Address to the Throne urging that, as 
due provision had now been made for 
naval increment, the official centributions 
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might be dispensed with. An interesting 
situation was this created, for the con- 
tributions had been ordered orignially by 
the Sovereign in consequence of the re- 
fusal of the House of Representatives to 
grant funds for ship-building unless the 
pay of officials was reduced. Hence 
when the House, two years later, suggest- 
ed the desirability of dispensing with the 
contributions, it \virtually made an amende 
for its previous obstinacy. The Emperor, 
however, did not fully adopt the sugges- 
tion. He dispensed with further contribu- 
tions in the case of officials of low rank, 
upon whom the payment had pressed very 
heavily, but he left the Ordinance in 
operation as regards higher officials. In 
their case payment has been required 
during five full years, which was the time 
fixed by the Ordinance—No. 5—of 1893. 
The Ordinance just issued has, in fact, no 
connexion with the Address presented by 
the Lower House two years ago. 








COUNT I1AGAKI ON FAPAN'S 
FOREIGN POLICY. 
— 


The Chuo Shiméun gives a statement 
said to emanate from Count Itagaki with 
reference to the course that Japan should 
adopt in foreign affairs at the present 
juncture. Aftee noting that Japan became 
an object of wide scrutiny after the war 
with China, and that peace is now-a-days 
a question of being prepared for war, the 
Liberal leader said that, although it was 
of course impossible to speak plainly on 
such a subject, he did not think there 
could be much room for doubt as to 
Japan’s proper procedure. Relations of 
close and lasting amity between States 
were based not on political considerations 
so much as on tradal interests, religion 
and education. Germany’s action in 
seizing Kiao-chow had suddenly changed 
the whole complexion of Far-Eastern 
affairs, and Russia had followed suit by a 
display of forceful aggression. But if 
China, which was one of Great Britain’s 
most promising markets, were obliged to 
yield to Russia’s demands, English in- 
terests would be so seriously affected that a 
conflict between Russia and Great Britain 
could scarcely be avoided. In that event, 
though neighbourly feeling might incline 
Japan toward Russia, the wrong-doing 
of the latter would leave the Japanese no 
chvice but to throw in their lot with Eng- 
land. Such an alliance would signify a 
naval and military strength more than 
competent to deal with Russia, Germany 
and France in cdoperation in the Far 
East. Moreover, Russia was about as 
little ready to fight as China, For ex- 
ample, on the occasion of the Triple 
Alliance in 1895, when Russia thought of 
sending out a force of cavalry, the neces- 
sary equipment was found to have decayed 
in store and become useless. The spirit 
of her troops, too, was not such as could 
be called one of readiness. An alliance 
with England’ was, therefore, the aim to 
which the nation’s attention should be 
directed, for if further aggression were 
practised at China’s expense, her resent- 
ment against foreigners would be aggra- 
vated to such an extent that the peace of 
the Far East could not be long preserved. 














Au extraordinary price has been given for an 


uncut first edition copy of Bur 
bidding started at 50 guineas, 


‘s works, The 
nd ended at 545 









guineas. This is neasly three times as much 


for one copy as was realised for the whole of 
the original edition, 





284 


A DISPOSITION TO KEEP THE 
PEACE. 


eee Satan 

A telegram received yesterday by the 
Mitsui Firm in Tokyo says that the tone 
of the European press with regard to the 
Far-Eastern situation is decidedly pacific, 
and that there is an evident disposition 
on all sides to avert war. That is more 
or less re-assuring. But the situation 
must continue to be fraught with anxiety 
until the outcome of the negotiations in 
St. Petersburg is published. We now 
know that Russia’s application for the 
lease of Port Arthur and Talien was not 
accompanied by any direct menace, 
as tumour originally said. But we 
have had no contradiction of the state- 
ment that it was accompanied by a limit 
of time for China to make reply, and 
the fixing of a period in such cases par- 
takes very closely of the character of a 
threat. Atall events, there stands the appli- 
cation. Supposing that China rejects it, 
what then ?. Will Russia seize Port Arthur 
and Talien as Germany seized Kiao-chou ? 
We do not believe that she intends to 
proceed to any such extremity. For, even 
granting that she possessed the disposi- 
tion—which we doubt—she would be con- 
fronted by the difficulty of ber promise to 
England. She has given a pledge to 
Great Britain that she will open to gene- 
ral trade any port acquired by her in 
China, and it is plain that she can not 
throw open to general trade a Chin- 
ese port, occupied by force and held 
in defiance of its owner’s protests. 
It is not absolutely inconceivable that, 
reckoning on China’s well-proved dis- 
position to fold her hands in presence 
Of an accomplished fact, Russia may seize 
the coveted places and trust to obtaining 
endorsement of her action subsequently. 
But the situation seems already too strain- 
ed'to admit of such heroic methods. Eng- 
land is in the field as well as China. The 
English Government and the English 
people have declared that the integrity of 
the Chinese empire must be respected, 
and of course if Russia were to help her- 
self to the Liaotung Peninsula by force of 
arms, there would no longer be the sligh- 
lest pretence of respecting China’s in- 
tegrity. On the other hand, Russia can 
not retire from the field empty handed. 
Granted that she is playing a game of 
bluff, she must nevertheless be expected 
to take something out of the pool. Doubt- 
less there will be a diplomatic compromise. 
China may agree to lease Port Arthur and 
Talien, witholding permission forthe Man- 
churian railway, and stipulating that neither 
port shall be fortified. If that be the solu- 
tion accepted, Great Britain will, of course, 
require a naval station in the north, and 
we do not see what is left for her except 
Wei-hai-wei, supposing that Japan vacates 
it. There would not then remain to China 
a solitary place suitable for a naval station 
in her Northern waters. 








RUSSIAN AND BRITISH NAVAL 
ACTIVITY. 
a ge 
The Rossia and the Rurk are not the 
only additions to the Russian Squadron in 
the Far East. Very soon the Mavarin 
and the Stssof Velsky will be in these 
waters—if, indeed they have not already 
arrived, for they were to leave Penang 
on the 23rd of February, proceeding 
thence direct to ea Ok calling 
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at Singapore. The Wavarin is an armed 
ship, launched in 1891. Her displace- 
ment is 9,476 metric tons; her horse 
power, 9,000; her speed, 16 knots; and 
armament, four 12;in., 52-ton guns, 
eight 6-in., fourteen Q.F, 4l., 6 tor- 
pedo tubes, The Sissos Veliky, which, 
like the Navarin, was built in St. Peters- 
burg, is also an armour-clad, and was 
launched in 1894. Her displacement 
is 2,880 metric tons; her horse power, 
8,500; her speed, 16 knots, and her 
armament, four 12-in. 52-ton guns, six 
6-in., twelve 1.8 in., four 1.4 in., two M. 
and six torpedo tubes. The British ship 
Barfleur, which is said to be coming 
eastward, is somewhat similar to the 
above. She isa sister ship tothe Cents- 
rion, and was launched in 1894, the 
Centurion’s date being 1893. The dis- 
placement of each vessel is 10,500 tons ; 
horse power, 13,200; the speed, 184 knots; 
and the armament, four fo-in., ten 4.7 
in Q.F. eight 6 pr. twelve 3-pr., 7 
M., two IL, and 7 torpedo tubes. The 
British vessels are not quite so heavily 
armoured as the Russian, and their arma- 
ment is alittle lighter, but their speed is 
greater, and altogether they are more 
powerful ships. We may note, en passant, 
that whereas the Barfleur (10,500 tons 
and 18} knots) cost £599,089, the Navarin 
(9,476 tons and 16 knots) cost £772,995. 
The St. George, which is also said to be 
coming out, is a first-class cruiser of 
7770 tons displacement with a speed of 
19.0 knots and an armament of two 9.2 
in. guns, ten 6-in. Q.F., twelve 6-pr., five 
-pr. 7 M., 2 L., and four torpedo tubes. 
The Victorious, of course, will be more 
powerful than any Russian vessel out 
here, though her heaviest guns are of the 
same calibre (12-in.) as those of the 
Navarin and the Sessoi Veliky. In fact, 
these two last ships will prove a formid- 
able addition to the Russian Squadron. 

From telegrams received in Tokyo we 
learn that the Russian Government has 
placed orders for ships in the United 
States, Russia’s building capacities are 
very limited, and the only countries to 
which she can apply for assistance in this 
respect are France and the United States 
of America. 











“UNDER 1HE DRAGON FLAG." 
SS pees 

The Loudon and China Express has 
taken as serious truth the long tissues of 
falsehoods which the author of ‘“ Under 
the Dragon Flag ’’ has concocted for the 
purpose of deceiving the ignorant section 
of the public. ‘That just bears out what 
we anticipated. Plenty of hardihood and 
a minimum of conscience are the only 
qualifications required by a romancer. 
Precisely in proportion as his possession 
of the former attribute and his deficiency 
in the latter are above the average will the 
number of his credulous audience be 
greater. It is not by any means easy for 
an ordinary reader to detect the decep- 
tions of a writer dealing with novel in- 
cidents and wholly unfamiliar scenes. 
Mr. “ James Allan ” is a magnificent liar, 
and has done wisely in adopting a nom- 
de-plume. Mr. T. Cowan, The Times’ 
correspondent in Liaotung and Shan- 
tung, now editor of the Hongkong Daily 
Telegraph, takes off the gloves to deal 
with ‘James Allan,” in whom he finds not 
only a liar but also a plagiarist. Mr. 
Cowan may be presumed to know what 
he is talking about. 








closer inspection 
justice of the epithet. 
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WHY? 
Se Sg ees 

Two questions propounded in many 
quarters at present are, why did Russia 
oppose opening Talien to trade, and why 
did England withdraw her proposal tor 
its opening ? As to the latter query, there 
has been much talk in Europe and some 
also in the Far East. French, German and 
Russian journalists find pleasure, not 
unnatural, in asserting that Great Britain 
received a severe rebuff and that Russian 
diplomacy scored a signal triumph. They 
labour under the disadvantage of not 
being acquainted with the facts of the 
case. England never proposed the opening 
of Talien as an independent demand 
prompted by her own view of the sitna- 
tion, What happened was that the Chin- 
ese asked whether the British Government 
would guarantce a three-per-cent. loan, 
and the British Government replied in the 
affirmative on three conditions—first, that 
three new ports should: be opened to 
trade, namely, Talien, Shanyin, and Man- 
ning; secondly, that no portion of the 
Yangtsze Valley should ever be ceded to a 
foreign Power, and thirdly, that the ex- 
tension of the Burmah Railway through 
Yunnan should be permitted. China was 
willing, apparently, to accept these terms, 
but when she found that to rely upon 
the British Government’s assistance in 
the matter of the loan would impair 
her relations with France and Russia, 
she resolved to abandon the project and 
to proceed by a different route. Of 
course her change of plan involved the 
disappearance of the British proposals. 
She had asked England to do her a cer- 
tain service; England had returned a 
conditional reply ; China had resolved not 
to ‘continue the negotiation, and the Eng- 
lish conditions had naturally ceased to be 
matter for discussion, That is how the 
falien question passed out of the field, as 
we understand the situation. The open- 
ing of the place was not a demand pre- 
ferred by England, but was merely one of 
the concessions which she formulated in 
the event of her being required to bestow 
a certain favour on China. The latter 
concluded that she would not avail herself 
of the favour, and therefore the contin- 
gent concessions ceased to be on the 
tapis. 





As to Russia’s alleged action in oppos- 
ing the opening of Talien, it appears 
that what she opposed, in conjunction 
with France, was not the opening of Ta- 
lien in particular, but the whole transaction 
of which that concession formed a part. 
Having in view her subsequent application 
for alease of the two Liaotung ports, many 
people will be disposed to conclude that the 
Talien item constituted one of her chief ob- 


jections to the loan scheme, and will be led 
to deduce a disagreeable hypothesis which 
may be thus stated:— Russia has de- 
clared her intention of opening Talien 
and Port Arthur 


to foreign trade in 
the two places being 
If that declaration is dond 


the event of 
leased to her. 


[fide, she ought not to have entertained 
any insuperable objection to the opening 
of the port at Great Britain’s instance. 


Hence the fact that she did entertain such 


an objection tends to throw doubt on the 


sincerity of 
that 


We call 
hypothesis,” but 
throws doubt on the 
stice Russia may be 
quite sincere in her intention of opening 


her promise. 
a ‘‘disgreeable 


_ithe two places. to trade, and may never- 
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theless desire to have a lease of them in 
view of her railway-development program- 
me. If it is her purpose to make the 
Liaotung peninsula the southern terminus 
of her Trans-Asian Railway, there is every 
Teason why she should desire to have 
some control of the ports at which the 
line will debouch. That would not be at 
all inconsistent with opening them to 
trade and keeping them open. It seems 
most desirable at the present juncture not 
to confound issues which are really dis- 
tinct. If we fall into the error of suppos- 
ing that England demanded the open- 
ing of Talien as an independent 
necessity, we shall be betrayed into the 
further error of imagining that she is 
irrevocably pledged to oppose the leasing 
of the place to Russia; and if we assume 
that Russia opposed the opening of. Tailen 
when demanded by the British Government 
merely because she entertained the design 
of getting it into her own possession, we 
may find ourselves forced to the inference 
that she intends to follow the Batoum 
precedent. The situation is certainly not 
quite so bad as all that. 


In -connexion with this subject, we 
desire to point out to certain Japanese 
journalists that the guarantee demanded 
and obtained by England with reference to 
the Yangtsze Valley is not by any means 
to be interpreted in the sense of an ag- 
gressive declaration that the vast district 
watered by the Yangtsze falls within the 
sphere of Great Britain’s exclusive in- 
fluence. The Yangtsze is the great water- 
way of China. Its sources lie near the con- 
fines of India ; numerous flourishing marts 
and big cities stand upon its banks; it is 
the avenue to Shanghai, and withits various 
tributaries it constitutes a magnificent 
system of communications with the richest 
provinces of China. Not merely develop- 
ment but even the very existence of Eng- 
land’s trade with Chinadepends upon keep- 
ing open this splendid highway. Hence itis 
that Her Majesty’s Government is deter- 
mined to guard the Yangtsze Valley against 
the incursions of hostile States. During 
the China-Japan war the neutrality of the 
river was secured by a British fleet, and 
nothing is more certain than it will 
continue to be secured. But there is a 
wide difference between keeping a road 
open for general traffic at assuming 
sovereign rights over the districts through 
which it passes, 








NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENTS IN 
THE SOUDAN. 


ge 

Sir Herbert Kitchener has decided that 
no newspaper correspondents shall ac- 
company the troops in the Soudan. His 
alleged reason is difficulties of transport. 
He allows an agent of Reuter’s to go for- 
ward, so that the public may not be with- 
out news, but, for the rest, he does not in- 
tend to fight under observation. It is a 
courageous step, for, of course, it alienates 
the sympathies of the press, and will pro- 
voke much hostilecriticism. The English 
papers seem to have found a good deal to 
say about it, but among a number of ex- 
tracts we can discover only one that is 
thoroughly opposed to the Sirdar’s deci- 
sion, and the objector is the Daily Tele- 
graph, which treats the question on clap- 
trap lines. There can not be the smallest 
doubt that the fourth estate wants a few 
drastic lessons, but we suspect that Sir 
Herbert Kitchener will be the chief suf- 


ferer in this instance, 














AN ARITHMETICAL ERROR. 
a ee 

In the February number of the Mine- 
teenth Century Mr. A. C. Moreing pub- 
lishes a short essay on the question of a 
British loan to China. He assumes, as 
the basis of his argument, that Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government have decided to 
guarantee a three-per-cent. loan for China, 
but although it was true, at the moment 
when he wrote, that, in response to a re- 
quest from the Peking Government, the 

nglish Ministry did agree to assist 
China, it is also true that the latter, in 
deference to the opposition evoked by 
her scheme in other quarters, abandon- 
ed the inter-State method of procedure 
and had recourse to private capitalists. 
Hence Mr. Moreing’s paper possesses 
now very little interest. There is, how- 
ever, one point calling for correction. 
He sets forth a list of the public indebted- 
ness of the various countries per head of 
the population, and he puts the figure for 
Japan at £1.18s. 7d., and the figure for 
China at 2s. We do not understand how 
Mr. Moreing has been so greatly misled. 
Had Japan floated the Public Undertakings 
and Railway Loans contemplated in the 
post-bellum programme her debt would 
now be 21s. per head, in round numbers, 
but, as a matter of fact, it is only a little 
over Igs. Probably Mr. Moreing has 
confounded the yen and the American 
gold dollar. His figure for Japan is just 
about the double of what it ought to be. 





FUNERAL OF THE REV. DR, 
VERBECK. 
~ a e 
The funeral service in memory of the 
late Dr: Verbeck was performed at the 
Shiba Japanese Presbyterian Church, in 
Tokyo, on Saturday the t2th instant at 
half-past one o’clock, and the remains 
were subsequently interred in the Aoyama 
Cemetery. A very large number of Japan- 
ese and foreigners, representatives of all 
classes, assembled to pay the last tribute 
of respect to a man whose deeds and life 
will always occupy an honoured place in 
Japan’s modern history. The service, 
being conducted in the language of 
both Japan and England, occupied a 
long time. 
the usual lesson by the Rev. Mr. H. Wada, 
prayers by Dr. Thompson and the sing- 
ing of a hymn; after which eloquent and 
detailed -memoriam addresses - were 
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Ibuka and 
the Rev. Mr. T. Ballagh. Then followed 








a prayer by the Rev. Mr. Okuno and a/oi 


hymn. At the grave the service was per- 
formed by the Rev. E. S. Booth, the Rev. 
E. R. Miller and the Rev. Mr. Waddell. 
It is not too much to say that the obsequies 
of a foreigner in Tokyo were never before 
attended by such a great concourse of 
mourners. 


We are asked by Miss Verbeck to express on 
behalf of herself and the absent members of 
her family her sincere thanks for all the kind- 
ness and sympathy shown by numerous friends 
and acquaintances in connexion with her sud- 
den bereavement. It will doubt) 
readers to know that i 
Emperor conveyed condolences through 
Baron Sannomiya, and, in accordance with 
Japanese custom, sent a sum of 500 yen to- 
wards the funeral expenses. 





gle 


It opened with the reading of |1 





THE GENERAL ELECTIONS. 
aes 

An idea appears to be entertained in 
some quarters that the results of the 
general elections which took place on the 
15th instant will be known immediately, 
but the fact is that four or five days will 
elapse before a clear idea can be enter- 
tained. In the three cities, Tokyo, Osaka 
and Kyoto, and in a few other districts 
where there is only one voting place, the 
ballot boxes are opened on the day after 
the elections, but in other parts of the 
country where the extent of the districts 
necessitates a number of booths, the 
figures are not ascertained till the second 
or even the third day after ballots have 
been cast. We can not expect to be 
fully informed before the 2oth., perhaps. 
Meanwhile there are, of course, many 
conjectures. Itis stated that, according 
to calculations made by the police, the 
Progressists will probably carry 115 seats, 
the Liberals roo, the National Unionists 
25, and the Business Men and other fac- 
tions, 60. We find two estimates in 
vernacular newspapers, one in the Vome 
uri and one in the Kokumin :— 


Yomiuri's Kokumin's 

Estimate. Estimate. 
Progressist +110 110 
Liberals 90 102 
National Unis 20 2 


7 
Not stated 








Kagoshima S 

Business Mer 
It is impossible at present to say who will 
be found supporting the Government and 
who in the Opposition, Assuming that 
the Liberals and the National Unionists 
are on the Cabinet’s side, the main body 
of the Ministerialists varies, in the above 
estimates, from fro to 127, and the main 
body of the Opposition from r10 to 115. 
But as to the wings, which consist of the 
Business Men and minor factions, their 
political proclivities seem to be entirely a 
matter of conjecture, thus far at any rate. 


Up to Wednesday evening, the following 
election returns were published (the first of 
the two names being that of the successful 
candidate in each district) :— 

Toxyo City. 
Notes, 


District I— Party. 
M 







i 
Mr, Hoshi Matsusabur 
; Kogoshi Ko-uke 
ict 













Yamada Kinosute 
ima Matagoro 


District 1V— 
‘Me, Hamaguchi Kichis 
District V— ‘mon. 
Mr, Toshimitsu Tsuen- 















Independent 
“iiberal 


..Progressist ... 







.Independen 
“Liberal 









Mr, Hatoyama Kazu 1. Progressist 





KawaGawa Prerecrure. 
District — 4 
Me. Sh mada Saburo *.. 


sut7t.,Pregtessist ..Fo met mem- 





Hyoco Prerecrurs. 





137... Progressist ...New member. 
19 Business man-New candi~ 

date. 

This return shows that out of eleven members 

7 are Progressists, 2 Liberals, and 2 Indepen- 


dent, 


It seems scarcely worth while to pur- 
plex our readers with partial returns of 
the general elections, We shall therefore 
postpone the publication of any detailed 
list until the full results are known. It 
may be interesting, however, to state here 
that a forecast, probably pretty accurate, 


‘Manjo Yasujiro 
Yamamoto Keme 





286 


rHe JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[March io, 1898. 





———————————————————————————————————————— 


has been formed with reference to the 
results of the polling in 265 constituencies 
out of the total 300. The forecast stands 






23 
Seiyu-Kai 7 
Kodo Kat 3 
Doshin Ka: 3 
Tohoku Dom 2 
New Liberals 2 
Business Mew ws ta oe 13 


Omitting the petty coteries, we may as- 
sume that fully 10 of the Business Men 
and 12 of the Independents would vote 
with the Cabinet. Hence, if the Liberals 
and National Unionists be on the latter's 
side, the above estimate gives the Govern- 
ment 150 supporters out of 265 members. 
But it is only an estimate. 





FAPANESE PRISONS. 


ce ae 

We do not know whether the Kode 
Chronicle intends to be taken seriously 
when it regards the writings of ‘‘ Yamato 
Chuyo” as authoritative expressions of 
the Japanese Government’s opinion. A 
short time ago, our contemporary sug- 
gested that the editor of the Fapon Mail 
must have been among the number ol 
those that maltreated Japanese coolies 
and servants in the old days, since he 
seemed to know so much about their 
sufferings, and further, in very solemn 
terms, accused him of advocating re- 
currence to such maltreatment since he 
had brought the subject again upon the 
tapis. We referred, with some amuse- 
ment, to these diverting charges, and the 
Kobe Chronicle's reply was that we are 
not gifted with the sense of humour. 
Perhaps, then, our contemporary’s treat- 
ment of the ‘ Yamato-Chuyo” incident 
is also intended to be humourous. Our 
readers can judge for themselves. Here 
is the paragraph :-— 

We direct the attention of readers to the article 
appearing on the second page dealing with the 
remarks by the editor of the Fapan Times stcenu- 
ously opposing any discrimination being made in 
the treatment of foreigners who may be incatceral- 
ed in Japanese prisons either before or after con. 
viction, What makes the matter so important is 
that the Fapan Times is a steong supporter of the 
present Ministry and has int te relations with, 

iet's entourage. |s 
d that the M 





















h a daterealned to make no 
ment of foreigners who may be imprisoned 
Japanese jails, and that, so far asthe Japanese 
Government is concerned, foreigners accused, not 
necessarily guilty, of any offence will be subjected 
to treatment likely in many cases to prove a se 
ce of death. We are striking off a sufficient 
ber of copies to send to the principal Euro 
pean and American papers, in order that our con 
temporaries and the people of our respective 
countries may be induced to realise the dangers 
ners will be exposed when the new 
10 operation. 

It will be observed that the Kode Chro- 
nicle speaks of “the remarks made by 
the editor of the ¥apan Times,” and then 
proceeds to infer that because the Japan 
Times has intimate relations with the en- 
tourage of the Prime Minister, its editorial 
utterances must be taken as reflecting the 
views of the present Ministry. Well, but 
there were no editorial utterances. The 
editor of the fapan Times did not write 
as editor. e did not even write in the 
editorial columns. “He simply appeared 
as a paragraphist signing himself " Yama. 
to-Chuyo,”—thus explicitly differentiating 
his personal views from those of the jour- 
nal. It must, of course, be a jest on the 
part of the Kode Chronicle to make a pre- 


























tence of taking “ Yamato-Chuyo” as the 
Japanese Government's mouth-piece, and 
no doubt the striking off of ‘a sufficient 
number of copies to send to the principal 
American and Eurepean papers” in order 
to rouse them to a sense of the perils 
awaiting foreigners, is also a practical 
joke. ‘This is a new style of journalism. 
We trust that it will find appreciation 
among folks less devoid of the sense of 
humour than we are ourselves. 











“THE SHEPHERD'S VOICE.” 
fs Seni aaa 

Our very excellent contemporary Zhe 
Shepherd's Voice pours out the phials 
of its wrath upon our unhappy head in its 
latest issue. We do not agree with the 
general edilor’s views about the social 
evil and do not endorse the Biblical 
editor’s refusal to comply with the laws of 
his country, and it consequently follows, 
according to The Shepherd’s Voice, that 
we are bad, radically bad; that there 
is no sound place in us from the sole of 
the foot to the crown of the head, and 
that ‘there exists just as wide a chasm 
between our aims and objects and those 
of the missionaries” as between their 
aims and objects and those of the Yoko- 
hama journal which loses no opportunity 
of abusing them. Zhe odtum theologicum 
is a fine, old-fashioned institution. It is 
too venerable to be laughed al ; too 
human to be resented. For the rest, we 
have had so much abuse in our time that 
a little more ora little less does n’t matter. 
If we have hurt the Zhe Shepherd's Vosce, 
we don’t object to a little retaliatory 
hammering. 





SILKE FROM COTTON. 
ee = 

“It is a classic joke,” says the Chronique 
Industrielle, as quoted in Cosmos (January 22), 
“to say, in speaking of silk of poor quality, 
ft silk and all cotton’; but this, it 
appears, a fair way to be actually realized, 
asa colton fibre can be changed into a silky 
thread that has exactly the same durable bril- 
liancy as a thread of real silk. The operation 
that the cotton undergoes to bring about this 
result is called ‘mercerization’ under tension, 
This odd word is derived from the name of the 
inventor of the process in its primitive form. 
About fifty years ago a French chemist named 
Mercer showed that cotton, when subjected to 
the action of concentrated acids or alkalies, con 
tracts and has a greater affinity for mordants 
and dyes; but it is only recently that it has been 
known that this ‘mercerization’ gives also 
brilliant lustre to the cotton that undeigoes 
The process was then improved ; the cotton 
was slreiched violently during the mercerization, 
and when an energetic rubbing was added to 
the tension the tissue received a permanent 
lustre, It thus can replace silk.” 


























“Indications are that the fibre of the pine- 
apple leaf will eventually take prominent place 
among the constituents of textile fabrics, Both 
the wild and cultivated pineapple vield fibre 
which, when spun, surpasses in strength, 
fineness, and lustre those obtained from flax ; 
can be employed as a substitute for silk, and as 
a material for mixing with wool or cotton, Use- 
ful for cordage, textile fabrics, sewing silk or 
twist, laces, etc. In China, fabrics for clothing 
for agriculturists. In request in India aa material 
for stringing necklaces. Produces the celebrated 
pina cloth of the Philippine Islands. i 
temarkably durable, and unaffected by im- 
mersion in water; and is white, soft, silky, 
flexible, and long in staple. Samples cleaned, 
without washing, in the Government experi- 
ments in Florida, 18y2, when twisted to the 
size of binding (wine, showed a breakage 











Google abe 


strain of 150 pounds, Dr. Taylor sub- 


divided a specimen of this fibre to one ten- 
thousandth of an inch, As to the value of the 
fibre, a London quotation for a lot of well- 
cleaned from an Asiatic source was $150 per lon. 
There is no doubt that if the fibre could be 
produced in quantity at an economical cost, 
manufacturers would soon find a use for it and 
would know what price they could afford to pay 
for it, The market price would then be fixed 
by the demand and supply. The machine 
question enters largely into the problem, how- 
ever, and as the leaves are sinall, a quantity 
would need to be cleaned at one feeding of the 
machine to make it pay. Estimating ten leaves 
to the ponnd, there would be over 22,000 leaves 
to the ton, which, as we have seen, would pro- 
dace from 50 to 60 pounds of fibre. 

















WEDNESDAY EVENING AT THE 
PUBLIC HALL, ~ 


ie 

The Public Hall was filled with a large andi- 
ence on Wednesday evening when an entertain- 
ment in aid of the funds of the Ladics’ Inter- 
national Reading Room took place. The first 
half of the programme was devoted toa one-act 











comedy by Jerome K. Jerome entitled “ Bar- 
bara;" the second being diversified with 
vocal and instrumental selections. We must 


own to a sense of disappointment with the 
play. “ Barbara ” is a sentimental custain-raiser 
th axes, in a peculiar way, the emotional 
abilities of the principal character. All the 
interest centres in her, the other three players 














being mere lookers.on, quite unconscious 
of the passion of the drama passing before 
them. It is perbaps the ever present sense of 
this overpowering pathos that robs the dialogue 
of the sparkle usually associated with Mr. 
Jerome; for, candidly speaking, the little play 
is deadly dull and ever bordering on the simply 
maudlin, To put the matier briefly, the selec- 
tion of the piece was unfortunate, for all who 
took part in it are capable of producing 
wotk of a much higher calibre: The hon 
of the play fell to Mrs. McWill 
Barbara. 








as 
It was apparent as the tale slow- 
ly unfolded itself that she wonld be called 
upon to mak+ a great sacrifice, and quietly 
and effectually, as only a thorough aciress can 
do, Mrs. McWilliams slowly built up the fabric 
of her character and in the last phase of all, 


when she nobly renounces her own newly 
discovered identity and all that it means and 
implies in order that Lilie (Miss Wheel 
Cecil (Mr. Davis) may achieve happ:ness, 
she completely won over a lukewarm house by 
sheer force of natural impersonation. Lilie and 
Cecit were pleasantly played and Mr, Edd 
as Dr. Finnicum was acceptable. Bouqu 
of flowers were handed to the ladies before they 
were allowed to leave the stage. 


The comedy was followed by a pretty dance 
and chorus from Wang—" Baby, baby"—in 
which the Misses Chimmo, Merriman (2), 
Burns, Grésser, Brockelbank, Hilaré Moss, Lec, 
Salabelle, and McWill with Messrs, Plum- 
mer and Morse aa first chop Chinamen, took 
part, This had tobe replated twice. The second 
part was as follows:—Trio, for Violin, Cello, and 
Piano (Rubenstein) Messrs. Poole, Schmid 
and Mason ; Song “' The King’s Minstrel” (Ciro 
Pinsuli). Mr. A.C. Kead ; Cello Solo, “ Taran- 

















telle” (D. Popper), Mr. E. C. Davis; “ The 
Possi jes of Mrs. Henry Hawkins,” Mr. M. 
M. Ellis; Song * Amorita” (Guy d'Hardelot), 


Mrs. James Walter. Mr. Ellis was recalled, and 
Mrs, Walter was enthusiastically applauded. 
Mrs. A. C. Read accompanied Mr. Read’s and 
Mrs. Walter’s songs, Mr. Davis’ ‘cello solo, 
and the dance from Wang. 








The following notice to mariners, (No. 319.) 
for the Yangtze River—Hankow District is 
issued by Capt. Bisbee, Coast Inspector of the 
Chinese I. M. C.:—Notice is hereby giver: that 
the Light on the Bouncer Island Light-boat, 














moored off the southern or lower end ot 
Bouncer Island, has been changed from rwhise 
to red. 
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RUSSIA IN KOREA. 


— + 
1, was at first very difficult to credit 

the telegraphic news with reference 
to Mr. pe Spgyer’s alleged despatch 
to the Government in Soul. From 
time to time during the past few 
months we have had oceasion to note 
that signs of a re-action against Russian 
influence were beginning to manifest 
themselves in Korea, and that, so far as it 
was possible to judge, the shadow of the 
great northern Power had been cast too 
deeply over the peninsula. Let the 
Koreans be ever so deficient in patriotism, 
there was little probability that they would 
tamely submit to such a manifest drawing 
of their country under the Eagle’s wing. 
Whatever may have been written to the 
contrary by some critics, it is certain that 
Japan’s policy, as directed by Count 
INOUYE, was animated by the utmost 
consideration for Korean susceptibilities. 
Nevertheless the Koreans chafed against 
it. Even though Viscount M1uRA had not 
been involved directly or indirectly in the 
sanguinary affair which so terribly dis- 
credited his country, there can be no 
doubt that the Japanese would soon have 
had to choose between, on the one hand, 
allowing Korea to drift back into the 
old slough of stagnation, and, on the 
other, overtaxing popular patience by 
trying to lead her, with some sem- 
blance of celerity, into the path of pro- 
gress. Russia, in one respect, approach. 
ed the task under more favourable 
conditions than Japan. Her people had 
not laid up against themselves in the 
hearts record of 
violence and masterfulness as the Japanese 
had done—for it is beyond question that 
throughout the whole period of their 
intercourse with Korea from the conclu- 
sion of the KURODA Treaty of 1873, the 
Japanese peninsula 
behaved in a manner which could not fail 
to alienate the sympathies of the natives. 
The Russians did not bring that disquali- 
fication to the undertaking, and the 
situation was correspondingly easier for 
them. Still the prestige of her victory 
over China scored as a compensatory 
factor in Japan’s case, so that, on the 
whole, she may be said to have been 
as well equipped for the enterprise as 
Russia. Possibly she might have succeed- 
ed better. Wecan not tell. She never 
had a fair trial. In no arena of foreign 
politics or foreign enterprise is it yet 
possible for Japan to have a fair trial. 
She has no prestige to shield her from the 
criticism of every amateur observer or 
the condemnation of every tyro judge. 
All her efforts are prefaced in foreign 
minds by an assumption that she must 
blunder, and blunders are easily found 
when one searches for them with diligeuce. 
Apart from that general disadvantage, 
however, there was the specific handicap 
of the Liaotung affair. From the moment 


Go 


of the Koreans a 


residents in the 











that she had to bow to the dictation of 
Russia, Germany, and France, and with- 
draw from the banks of the Yalu and the 
Peninsula of the Regent’s Sword, Japan- 
ese chances of success in Korea became a 
vanishing quantity. The glamour of her 
armed prowess disappeared. The Koreans 
saw her humbled in the hour of victory, 
and the admiration they had conceived 
for her became tinged with a hue of 
contempt. We can not say, therefore, 
what might have been the issue of her 
doings in Korea had not these special 
obstacles lain in her path, But we can 
say that, tentative as was her procedure, 
it provoked much opposition. No wonder, 
therefore, that Russia’s more daring and 
vigorous methods have incurred even 
greater unpopularity. Not merely unpopu- 
larity in official circles, but unpopularity 
among the people also. That is, perhaps, 
the most interesting feature of the reac- 
tion now making itself apparent. Public 
opinion seems to have been born in the 
little empire, and national affairs will 
no longer be left to the undisturbed con- 
trol of a few politicians, Probably the 
influence of the change will not be very 
apparent at first, but it is in the nature of 
such a change to develop rather than to 
dwindle. Russia has forced the pace too 
much, and the Koreans decline to keep up 
with her. Under such circumstances it 
does not seem particularly tactful on Mr. 
DE SPEVER’S part to have applied to them 
the spur of an ultimatum. Things must 
have reached a rather desperate pass be- 
tween two friends when one summons 
the other to declare, within a given 
number of hours, whether the friendship 
shall continue, and accompanies ‘the sum- 
mons with a threat of unfriendly coercion 
in the event of a negative reply. Such 
action might have been reasonably pro- 
voked by some distinctly hostile act on 
Korea’s part, but, so far as we can see, 
Mr. DE 
SPEYER'’S protest is against a general want 
of cordiality, and although its vagueness 
will help Korea to frame a non-committal 
answer, if she be so disposed, it also dis- 
plays a fretful nervousness and imzatience 
which cannot tend to enhance the charms 
of Russian friendship. We shall not be 
surprised to hear that the Government in 
St. Petersburg declines to endorse Mr. DE 
SPEYER’S procedure. The Government in 
St. Petersburg knows how to have skilful 
recourse to the time-honoured device of 
disavowing an over-zealous representa- 
tive’s action and punishing him by trans- 
lating him to a higher post’ Mr. WAEBER 
was visited by a strong access of ambition 
just before he left Séul and Mr. DE SPEy- 
ER may be similarly aftected. Al all 
events, we do not think that any immedia- 
tely grave importance attaches to this 
complication. Its chief interest consists 
in the evidence it furnishes of Korea’s 
growing restlessness under Russia's hand. 


gle 


there has been no such act. 











THE FAR-EASTERN SITUATION, 
pees 


REET telegrams received in Tokyo 
Support the views expressed in 
these columns when the news of Rus- 
sia’s sudden activity first reached us. 
We said :—" While there appears to be 
no room for doubting that Russia has 
applied for a lease of Port Arthur and 
Talien, and has asked for an answer in 
five days, there is much room to doubt 
whether any threat of armed coercion 
accompanied the application, or whether 
Russia contemplates recourse to force in 
the event of China’s refusal.” The in- 
telligence now received is to the effect 
that M. MuravierF has informed HER 
Majesty's Representative in St. Peters- 
burg that Russia is negotiating for the 
lease of Port Arthur and Talien for a 
certain number of years, as well as for a 
railway across Manchuria, but she has not 
demanded sovereign rights or threatened 
to send troops, and that if the ports are 
leased, they will be opened to foreign 
trade. That statement imparts to the 
conjuncture an aspect very different from 
the appearance it bore when first pre- 
sented to the public. Instead of bluster- 
ing and threatening, instead of preferring 
a species of stand-and-deliver demand for 
a large part of China’s territory, Russia 
is simply “ negotiating” for a lease of 
two ports in the Liaotung Peninsula, and 
for permission to connect them with her 
East-Asian system of railways. We are 
without absolute warrant, indeed, for as- 
suming that the ‘railway across Man- 
churia,” spoken of by M. MuRAVIEFr, is 
to have its southern terminus at Port 
Arthur; but that seems to be areasonable 
inference. There can, of course, be no 
question that in preferring proposals of 
such a nature to the Tsung-li Yamén, 
Russia is acting strictly within her rights. 
Great Britain did not hesitate to apply 
for a lease of Kowloon, and were she 
to submit to the Peking Government a 
project for extending the Burmah Rail- 
way into Yunnan or even to the banks 
of the Yangtsze, no one would pretend 
that she was violating international usage 
or taking undue advantage of her su- 
perior strength. We cannot claim for 
England liberty of action which we deny 
to Russia. The only point is that the 
situations of the two Powers are radically 
different ; for whereas England, already 
having free commercial access to almost 
every sea on the face of the globe, would 
be merely making a small addition to her 
tradal or maritime facilities by building 
arailway in China or obtaining a lease of 
Chinese territory, Russia’s project in Man- 
churia brings her at length within sight 
of the practical achievement of her tradi- 
tional ambition, access to an ice-free port ; 
an object the consummation of which sig- 
nifies an immense development of 
the resources and potentialities of the 
Russian empire. It isa striking difference 
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but a difference of degree only, uot of 
kind. What is likely to be the altitude 
of Great Britain under the circumstances 3 
Can she justly offer any resolute resistance 
to Russia’s proposals? The tone of the 
English press coupled with the recent 
declaration of the House of Commons 
makes it quite plain that if Russia had 
demanded the cession of Talien and Port 
Arthur, accompanying her demand by a 
threat of military coercion, she would have 
found her path barred by Great Britain. 
But Mr. BALFouR has publicly declared 
that no objection exists to Russia’s ac- 
quiring an ice-free port in the Far 
East, provided that she opens it to 
the trade of the world. That is exact- 
ly what she proposes to do. She 
wants to carry her Siberian Rail- 
way toa southern terminus in the Liao- 
tung Peninsula, and she promises that all 
nations shall be free to share in the com- 
merce thus developed. She does not 
ask for the right of levying taxes on the 
transit of goods through Manchuria or 
imposing tariff dues on their export and 
import at Talien and Port Arthur, The 
fiscal control of the trade would remain 
in China’s hands, but Russia would be the 
landlord of the foreign settlements esta- 
blished at the new ports. It will not be 
easy for England lo oppose that pro- 
gramme on commercial grounds, Yet its 
consummation would completely upset the 
balance of power in the Far East. A 
Russian railway connecting Port Arthur 
and Talien with Mukden, Vladivostock, 
and the Caspian regions, would prac- 
tically convert Manchuria into a Rus- 
sian province. There can not be the 
smallest doubt about that. Russia would 
then be in a position to mass a force 
of any desired dimensions within easy 
striking distance of Peking. The Chinese 
empire would lie at ber mercy. She 
would become the indisputable mistress 
of Far Eastern Asia. No Western Power 
could with her 
designs. At present her access to Man- 
churia is maritime only, and exists on 
sufferance. England could at any 
moment cut her off from all these regions. 
But let Manchuria be once brought within 
the sphere of Russia’s railways, and she 
will become in the Far East what she is 
already in Europe, a military colossus. 
She will also be able to collect stores and 
ships at the very place chosen by 
England for a basis of operations in the 
campaign of 1861 against Peking ;_ will 
have command of the entrance to the 
Gulf of Petchili and the “maritime trade- 
routes to northern China, and will be 
within a few hours’ steaming of the mouth 
of the Yangtsze. Thus while in principle 
Russia’s programme may not be open to 
censure, in practice its significance can 
not be over-rated. Its achievement would 
render the maintenance of Chinese in- 
dependence quite illusory, and would 
Wholly disturb the balance of power in 
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the Far East. China is bound to oppose 
it. with whatever energy and patriotism 
she possesses. England, however, need 
not adopt the same attitude of opposition. 
An alternative offers in her case. She 
may seek from the Chinese Government 
concessions such as would compensate 
some of the disadvantages created for her 
by Russia’s policy. Scarcely anything 
that she could obtain, or conscientiously 
ask for, would restore the equilibrium, but 
something she would be compelled to 
demand. It is that she 
will adopt that alternative, though it would 
mean the practical assertion of a principle 
placing China at the mercy of every 
Western Power solicitous about prestige 
or position in the Far East. For China 
the ci If she accede to Rus- 
sia’s proposals, she surrenders Manchuria 
and a great deal more than Manchuria. 
We do. not think of preferring against 
Russia any sinister designs or any vast 
schemes of territorial expansion. But 
there is one thing that a great Power can 
not check: the growth of its own great- 
ness. The most peaceful and least self- 
assertive people in the world, if brought 
within reach of the opportunities which 
the Russian programme must create, 
could no more resist the forward impulse 
than the tide can resist the attraction of 
the moon, Russia has to fulfill her destiny, 
and her destiny could not be mistaken were 
she once planted in Manchuria. That is 
what we mean when we refer to the im- 
meuse significance of Russia's proposal, 
from a Chinese point of view, in the first 
place, and from the point of view of all 
States having interests in the Far East 
in the second. 
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< BEYOND THE BORDER. 





——_ 

Mr. W. T. Stead is certainly the “ boss” 
sensationalist of the century. Whether 
he is miraculously sincere or a magnificent 
imposter, who shall say? But from “ The 
Modern Babylon” and “Should Christ come 
to Chicago,” to “Borderland,” he has 
always succeeded in raising public interest 
to concert pitch and keeping it there. The 
publication of “ Borderland” has heen 
Suspended in obedience to a communica- 
tion from the invisible world bearing the 
signature of “Julia.” This ghostly lady 
sent to Mr. Stead three letters, which he 
publishes in full in the closing number of 
the periodical. ‘ Julia’”’ confesses that 
her “heart is somewhat sad within her at 
the thought that this may be the last time 
for some months that she shall have the 
much prized opportunity of communicat- 
ing with her friends,” from which we infer 
that the shadows living beyond the border 
are not of much account any how since 
they can not make known their gospel to 
folks on this side without the aid of a 
Stead anda magazine. Moreover, “ Julia” 
admits in her last epistle that she “ does 
not think that you will find that what we 
have to tell you differs from what more 
intelligent and spiritual believers have 
arrived at or have received by inspiration,” 
which is, of course, avery prudent method 





of preparing people to hear nothing that 
they have not already heard, ‘‘ Julia,” 





the notable mistake of arguing about her 
own supernatural existence and cap; 
“These messages,’’ she says “ which you 
have received at all times and seasons, of 
which possibly a hundredth part has been 
published, may, you suggest, have been 
due solely to your sub-consciousness, your 
other self, Your hand which has written 
things unknown to you which have occur- 
red in the past, and which has written 
things as yet unknown to any one which 
have been fulfilled in the future, is moved 
not by me, but by some hitherto unknown 
segment of your soul. Well, you can take 
it so if you please. But you know, best 
of all, whether these communications, 
many of which ran directly counter to 
your own views, and all of which form a 
Consistent whole with a distinct character 
and individuality of their own, did or did 
not, emanate from your own mind. They 
certainly did not emanate from your con~ 
scious mind ; and if you know nothing of 
their contents you know nothing of their 
origin. [, who know both, have always 
told you the same thing. I am your old 
friend on earth life who passed away 
some five years ago, and who has ever 
been with you to teach, to console, and to 
assist you in direction.” 

That kind of dissertion is very wnspirit- 
like, but Mr, Stead remains fixed in his 
faith. He has now retired into a darkened 
room, in obedience to “Julia’s” orders, 
where he is to engage in the task of 
“building a bridge between this world 
and the world of spirits” and when the 
structure has been thrown over the abyss, 
he promises to emerge and enlighten 
those who are qualified to be thus 
favoured. We must confess that, ever 
since we read “ The Modern Babylon,” 
we have expected to hear of Mr. Stead’s 
retirement to a darkened room of some 
kind. However, he has played maoy 
fantastic tunes on the highly strung nerves 
of his world, and this declaration on the 
eve of his retirement is interesting — 

{The more we know of the mysterious realm that 
surrounds us the less ready are we to dogmatize. 
So marvellons are the things which we know to be 
true, so utterly at ce are they with every> 
thing that is. ordinarily ‘accepted as true by the 
ordinary world, that there is hardly anything that 
can be tegarded as autecedently impossible. 
Hence, more than ever do I feel it necessary to 
hold the judgment in suspense, and, while ad- 
mitting all things to be possible, recognize that 
very few things are certain, and that even those 
Which seem to be most certainly true may be 
proved to be mi: ken by a little more light auda 
Fite more experience. Of one thing only T am 
more absolutely convinced than ever, and that is 
that the ordinary limited matetialistic view of man 
tnd of the world on which he lives are absolutely 
inadequate to account for what we know to be 
happening all the time. Whatever else’ may be 
true, the faith in which the majority of people live 
and die, which is based upon the assumption that 
there is nothing but matter, is absolutely and de- 
monstrably false.” 



































An amusing story used to be told in Bar 
circles respecting a meeting of the late Baron 
Pollock and the late Lord Denman. The 
latter had the night before delivered one of his 
unutierably prosy speeches in the House of 
Lords which in the customary manner was 
disposed of in the London dailies thus :—“‘After 
a few words from Lord Denman,” &c. Baron 
Pollock overtook his learned colleague in the 
park, and found him fuming over this latest 
journalistic indignity. Pollock, in a mildly 
ironical fashion, condoled with friend, and 
expressed regret thal 80 magnificent an oration 
was not reported, Lord Denman took the 
femark seriously, and exclaimed :—‘‘ Ab, 
Pollock, it's my firm belief that no person 











indeed, does not always act up to her 
character. She makes in this last letter 





connected With a newspaper will ever enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven |” 
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MONTHLY SUMMARY OF THE 
RELIGIOUS PRESS. 


pais 

A writer signing himself Chikuhd con 
tributes to the Fukuin Shimpo a review of 
the history of religion in Japan during the past 
thirty years, which contains a number of inter- 
esting facts that have not, as far as we are aware, 
ever been grouped together in the same way 
before. We reproduce the gist of such of Mr, 
Chikuhé'’s articles as have appeared, for they 
are not yet concluded. 





The first period of which Mr. Chikuhéd 
gives a history he designates the “ Era of pro- 
and reform,” and the following is what he 
has to say on this subjec At the beginning 
of the Afsijé era, Shintd was the established reli- 
gion of Japan, Buddhism received no govern- 
ince whatever, and the Anti-Christian 
edicts still remained in force. But in the neigh- 
there were numerous 

ianity, descendants of the 
Roman Catholic converts of Hideyoshi’s time. 
In the year 1868 some 4,000 of these adherents 
were arrested and various attempts were made 
to induce them to recant, Very extreme mea- 
sures would no doubt have been resorted to 
had not foreign ministers interceded, and had 
not the Government stood in awe of French 
retribution. Six hundred of the prisoners were 
released, but the remainder were kept in prison 
till 1873, the year in which the public notices 
forbidding Christianity were removed. The 
removal of these notices is not to be re 
garded as an ind n that the Government 
of that time was favourably disposed towards 
Christianity, The step was taken as a con- 
cession to foreign sentiment on the ques- 
tion and to facilitate Treaty Revision, which, 
as was represented by [to and others, was 
rendered quite impossible by such edicts. 
While the Roman Catholic Christians were iv 
prison there arrived in Japan those pioneers of 
Christian work in this country Messrs, Williams, 
Verbeck, Ballagh, Brown, Hepburn, Thompso», 
and one or two others. These missionaries 
began by teaching English or science or by 
opening dispensaries, and thus gradually gained 
an access for their Gospel message. It was 
during this period, too, that Mr. and Mrs, Green 
arrived and founded the Kumiai Church, The 
translation of the Bible was commenced by 
the Protestants in 1872, and in the same year 
the Yokohama Church known as the Kaigan 
KyGkai, consisting of eleven members, was 
founded, Turning to Shintd Buddhism 
and their connection with the Government, 
many changes of policy took place during the 
first four or five years of the Meiji era. In 
1868 the Buddhists, who from ancient times 
constantly dabbled in politics, took umbrage 
at the favour shown to Shinté by the Govern- 
ment and, Osha especially, stirred up sedition 
to such an extent that the Government repented 















































of its ity to the sect and publicly denied 
that it intended to suppress Buddhism. 
But this did not satisfy the Buddhists. 





They naturally felt jealous of the high posi- 
tion in the state occupied by S the 
WEE 3 Fings-twan, or Ecclesiastical 
Bureau, ranking as it did higher than 
the ABH Daystwan, or Council of State, so 
that when im 1870 an Imperial Edict was issued 
proclaiming the oneness of ShintS aud the 
State (BUX —3 Seisai-itchi) and constituting 
Shintd priests $7 HE (Senkydshs), the Buddhists 
made a great sur throughout the country. 
Partly influenced by this and partly by the rapid 
progress of Christianity, which they regarded 
with jealous ey in 1872 the Government abo- 
lished the Fingi-kwan and created the BASH, 
Kyobushé, (Department of Religion), which as- 
sumed the control of Buddhi: as well as 
Shintd In order to further conciliate the mem- 
bers of the former sect, some of the leading 
Abbots were raised to the peerage. But at the 
same time, S| till occupied a higher 
nk than their Buddhist confreres, Cad alone 
holding the position of Kyédéshoku, ea 
teachers of religion. Th Teal feéling, of ie 
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sects at this time, as was evidenced by the burn- 
ing of the Datkyoin (ABBE) and the attempt 
to set fire to the Asakusa Hongwanji. 

No history of the progress of thought at this 
time would be complete without referring to that 
select society of thinkers known as the AA 
(Meirokusha), of which Messrs. Mori Arinori, 
Nishimura Shigeki, Tsuda Shind6, Ni Shi, 
Nakamura Masanao, Fukuzawa Yokichi, Kad 
Hiroyuki, Kanda Kéhei, Sugi Koji, Mitsu- 
kuri Rinshd, and Mitsukuri Shiihei were 
the chief members. The meetings of the 
society were held at the Mikawa-tei, Kanda, 
TGkyd, once a month, the first of which took 
place in July, 1873. Though the members 
of this club, with the single exception of 
Mr. Nakamura Masanao, were uot professing 
Co. 8 and were not altogether in favour of 
Christianity spreading in Japan, their disc 
sions, which were published in the Society’s 
organ, the Meiroku Shinshi, helped forward 
Christianity in various ways. The ideas of 
these scholars on numerous topics were ahead 
of the times, as may be seen by a perusal of 
their writings. Mr. Mori urged the abolition 
of concubinage and polygamy. Mr. Nishi Sha 
discussed the subject of mixed residence, and 
insisted on the necessity of a change of the atti- 
tade assamed by the Government to Chri: 
ity. Mr. Fukuzawa discussed measures for 
the improvement of the Japanese race. 























The leading educational establishments of 
early days, all of which exercised 
fluence in preparing mex 
the reception of new ideas on all subjects, were 











the Kaisei-gakk6, established by the Bakufu, 
out of which the present University grew; the 
Keidgijuku, founded by Mr. Fukuzawa; and 
the D6ninsha, originated by Mr. Nakamura 
|Masanao. The principal teachers at the K: 
gakkd were Messrs. Kaié, Kanda, M 
kuri, and Nishi. In the provinces th 
schools turned out some of the ablest Christ- 
ian teachers to be found in the Japanese 
Church. From the school in which Mr. James 
taught in Kumamoto came Messrs. Kosal 
Yokoi, Yebina, and others. From Mr. Brown's 
school in Yokohama came Messrs, Oshikawa, 
Uemura, and Ibuka; and a little later Mr. 
Clark's work in the Agricultural College at 
Sapporo gave such men as Messrs. Said, Uchi- 
mura, and Watase to the Christian Church. It 
was in 1875 that Mr. Niijima utilised the ability 
of the graduates of the Kumamoto school in 
the new Christian establishment known as the 
Déshisha, 

In the mean time the policy of the Govern- 
ment was changing in the direction of allowing 
greater freedom of belief. In April, 1875, the 

KBE (Daikydin) was abolished, In January, 
1877 the Kyobushd shared the same fate. The 
neparation of politics and religion began to 
show itself as a distinct tendency and only wait- 
ed for a favourable opportunity to enable it to 
be put into practice, One great change was 
essential to the spread of Christianity, and that 
was the realisation on the part of the people of 
their right to freedom of thought on all matters. 
They had lived for centuries as slaves to the 
Government, had waited to have their thoughts 
dictated to them by their superiors before they 
ventured to call them their own, To remove 
the shackles that bound the minds of men 
was the ambition of a score of earnest 
minds, Mill's work on “ Liberty” and the writ- 
ings of Bentham and Spencer and a history 
of the French Revolution were all trans 
lated, and the result was that in a short time 
public opinion underwent such a change that 
members of great political parties like the Fiyu- 
4% and Kaishin-t5 were able to discuss freely 
and fully the steps to be taken to secure for ever} 
person in the empire that liberty of choice which 
is so essential to true progress and development 
of thought. 

Il. A Pertop oF Resction—The pace at 
which things had been going ahead was thought 
by some to be too fast and various steps were 
taken with a view to neutralising the effects of 












































GE Ieke foreign influences that had been working 
so vigorously, Messrs, Maruyama) /Sekargy 
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Fukuchi Gen-ichird, and others founded a party 
known as the ( 5 Bf Hk) Zeiset-t3, whose chiet 
principles were ot a decidedly conservative type. 
Confucianism was revived. Even Mr. Katd 
Hiroyuki modified many of the views he had 
previously championed. This reaction was spe- 
cially noticeable in 1881 and 1882. Christianity 
felt the effect of this movement very keenly, The 
anti-foreign sentiment was in most cases also 
anti-Christ Then doubts as to the inten- 
tions of Russia prevailed. It was said that she 
had designs on the Hokkaid6 and that the Greek 
Charch missionaries had been sentto Japan for 
political purposes. Buddhism commenced a 
vigorous attack onits great rival. The enemies 
of Christianity, in order to check its pro- 
gress, translated the works of the leading 
sceptics of the West, Bentham, Mill, 
Spencer, Rousseau, Huxley, Ingersoll, Comte, 
and others. Various professors in the Uni- 
veristy, such as Me: Morse, Toyama, 
Kat6, and Yatabe made use of Herbert 
Spencer's doctrine of evolution against Chris- 
tianity and Mr, Fukuzawa utilised Buckle’s 
views as expressed in his History of Civilisation, 
combined with the opinions of 
majerialists for th 
mura, though a profess: 


























ian, did little to 


stem the tide of anti-Christian sentiment. The 
narrative will be continued in our next 
Summary, 


ate 

The Seidyé Shimpo (Greek Church) protests 
agi t the unfair methods of controversy adopt- 
a3 by the Nippon Shugd and other conser- 
vative organs, Christianity is said io be the 
cause of numerous evils and abuses with which 
itis in no way connected. It is supposed by 
some to be part and parcel of Occidental civili- 
tion, and hence il is argued that it is one of the 
of the contempt in which old moral 














to be identified with 
although in the opi 
root of all that is best in that civilisation. 
thing is certain that the part of Western civilisa- 
tion which has been adopted by Japan is its 
material, and not it al, part, and k 
to argue that the part which the nation 
whole has not received is the cause of exi: 
looseness of morals shows singular carelessness 
or perversity, 
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In the Kirlsutohye Shimbun din one other 
magazine we find a report of an address deli- 
vered by Mr. Shimada Saburd entitled Zenshoku 
to Tenshaku, in which the speaker traces the 
connection between the gilts conferred by 
Heaven and the duties which such gifts involve. 
Mankind, says Mr. Shimada, may be divided 
1) Those whose death is to 
be desired (confirmed crim (2) Those 
whose existence or non-existence is of little 
consequence to the world at large—a very large 
class. (3) Those whom the world is agreed in 
wishing continued health and long life—the 
great benefactors of mankind. It is true that no 
one perishes without being mourned by some- 
body. But there are crowds of people who 
are missed by their own families only, and not 
by the world at large. The men and women 
who are most widely missed are those who, in 
return for the rank conferred on them by Hea- 
ven (GRP Tenshaku) in the form of superior 
moral and intellectual gifts, realise that th 
gifts render obligatory to them certain duties 
to their fellow-men. With their Zenshaku there 
is ever a BR Zenshoku to be performed which 
demands the utinost exertion and perseverance. 
The men who dothe most good in the world 
are those who realise mos’ their responsibilit 
because they have ideals 
which they are conscious of not reaching and 
because they know how limited in this com- 
plicated world of ours is the influence of any one 





























individual, however gifted. They are men 
who feel that they have their duties to the 
past, the present and the future. Ther 
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The latter proves the 
Men have no claim 
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to be ranked as Heaven’s noblemen unless they 
figure as the benefactors of their fellow-men. 
. 


ae 

We have often referred in these Summaries 
to the difficulty we have encounted in obtaining 
information as to the work carried on by the 
Roman Catholics in this country. Their one 
organ, the Xoye, is altogether inadequate, and 
we should say is in no way considered to be a 
representative organ by the learned missionaries 
attached tothe Roman Catholic Church: The 
Fukuin Shimpé confirms the statements we have 
repeatedly made on this subject when drawing 
attention to the translation into Japanese of an 
excellent little work, the Japanese title of which 
is Nihon Shugi to Sekai Shugi. The name of 
the author of the French work is given in kana 
as Rigioru, which we can only conjecture may 
be intended for L’Abbé Francois Ligneul. The 
Fukuin Shimpo says that the newly published 
treat is full of sound common sense and 
constitutes wholesome reading for those narrow- 
minded Japanese who imagine that patriotism 
is confined to these shores, It is pointed out 
by M. Ligneul, if we are right in ascribing the 
authorship to him, that all the fuss that has been 
made by the “Nippon Shugi” party displays 
no smail amount of ignorance and is calculated 
to do mischief, since to insist on Japanese 
rights irrespective of the rights of other n 
in the way that has been habitually done by 
writers of this school is to sow the seeds of fana- 
licism, and in the minds of uneducated readers 
may act as an incentive to violence, Itis quite 
plain, it is argued in the book under considera- 
tion, that “ Nipponism ” anqualified by Cosmo- 
politanism can only do harm. The Japanese 
cannot assume arank above other nations. As 
there is no real superiority, it is a mistake to 
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the Desire for Vengeance in Japan, expresses 
the opinion that among large classes of people 
there is still a fecling of admiration for the men 
who bring to a successful issue schemes of 
revenge, he graves of the men who killed 
Okubo and Mori are visited by hundreds of 
devout people and well supplied with incense 
and flowers, and vendetta tales and plays are 
very popular. People’s habits of thought on 
such matters do not change ina day and the 
Christian doctrine of loving one’s enemies is 
still far from being accepted in this country. 


An interesting series of articles on the condi- 
tion of the poorer classes in Tdkyd, entitled 
Himmin Kuisu, has been appearing in the 
Hochi Shimbun, from which we have culled a 
few particulars bearing on the religion of the 
lowest classes, The majority of poor people 
are Buddhists and belong to the Nichire: i 
S66, Shingon, Jédo and Tendai Sects; a 
which the first has by far the largest share 
of patronage. The observance of rites and 
ceremonies connected with the spirits of ances- 
tors in the houses of the poor ery strict, the 
family altar being regularly supplied with in- 
cense and flowers. The substitutes for regular 
altars are often extremely primitive, orange and 
persimmon boxes being frequently utilised for 
this purpose, Among all the expenses that 
are forced on the poor by the usages of society 
burial rites are the must onerous. These in 
late years have been heavier than they used to 
be, owing to cemeteries being situated 
far away from the centre of the cily and 
to the namerons regulations enforced by 
boards of health relative toenterment. In olden 
limes poor people paid to a temple a small 



































make it appear as though there were, The 
“ Nippon Shugi” patriotism is of a spurious 
type and out of harmony with the enlightened 
spirit of modern times. As the “ Nippon Shugi” 
movement is undoubtedly w: read, the ci 
culation of such trea Nihon Shugi 
to Sekai Shugi should be encouraged by all 
who feel sorry when any section of the Japan- 
ese nation makes itself look ridiculous in the 
eyes of the great outside world. 
. 












"a 
No, 9 of the Shakai Zasshi discusses in a 
lengthy article the tendency of thought in the 
religious world during the past year in a liberal 
and enlightened spirit. After condemning the 
narrowness of view of the “ Nippon Shugi” 
party, it takes up the subject of mixed residence 
and denounces the measures being taken by 
Baddhists and Shintoists as savouring of the ex- 
clusiveness of the Tokugawaera, There is too 
much of the narrow island spirit abroad nowa- 
days, says the Shakai Zasshi. The Nippon 
Shugi represents one class of conservatives. The 
JOgii-kySkai, whose new organ is named Miku- 
ni-no- Hikari, representa another, Bat wide 
spread ag are these movements, they cannot 
stem the tide of progress, and are regarded with 
indifference by the great majority of thinking 
inen, In the meantime Christians are showing 
considerable activity. The Vishi-denddkai 
and the Fukuin-domei-kai are both carrying on 
evangelistic wok in an energetic manner and 
have lately started an organ of their own called 
the FE HE Shinseiti (The New Century.) 
Among Buddhists great literary activity has 
been shown both as regards the issue of new 
magazines and new books. The same cannot 
be said of Christians. Among them the trans- 
lation of the Bible by the Roman Catholics is 
perhaps the most notable literary effort of the 
year. In the whole of the religious world there 
amarked improvement in the interest taken 
in social questions, many of the magazines 
devoting considerable space to the discussion 
of these topics. The article concludes with re- 
marking that, notwithstanding certain encour- 
aging features, neither Buddhism nor Christian. 
ity made any temarkable progress during the 
yearthat is past. With learned Buddhists there 
is little real faith Ch 
there is much pettin 





























.|and promises to be a first-cla 


sum usually about one du, and handed over the 
corpse to the priests, who dug a huge grave 
which served for a number of coffins. Thé| 
pravers for the dead were combined, thus 
saving the priests a good deal of repetition. 
This mode of burial was called Nage-Komi. It 
still practised in some parts of the city among 
paupers, more especially inthe suburbs. 


ae 


In the 7éydletsugaku appears a report of 
Professor Toyama’s speech at the Confucius 
memorial meeting held a few months ago on 
“Authority” in things religious and moral, 
of which we give a brief epitome :—Though a 
certain amount of authority is absolutely neces- 
sary for the strengthening of faith and for the 
reformation of society in the religious world, 
authority has on the whole done more harm 
than good. Even in politics and science 
authority which is incapable of relaxation 

lers the progress of inquiry and hence be 
nemy (o progress, Inthe West both 
Roman Catholicism and Protestantism, have 
suffered much from the exercise of authority; 
and in the East, China's position to-day may to 
a large extent be traced to the servile deference 
to authority which for ages has been common 
in that country, The rule of Buddhism 
Confucianism in China rests upon authority 
rather than on conviction, Although the teach- 
ing of Confucius, if practiced, would doubtless 
i 8 prove beneficial to mankind, 
yet Confucianism asa creed lacks the ardour 
and full-blooded life necessary for stimulating 
men to great deeds of virtue. It is decidedly 
fatalistic in character, By this we do not 




























mean to say that in the mind of Confucius 
his great respect for the analterable laws of 
Heaven rendered him careless as to his own 
He was no fatalist in the modern 
the 


actions. 
sense of that word. But nevertheles 
general result of his teaching on the Cl 
mind has been to make it regard the e: 
state of things as unalterable, In a word 
that teaching has paralysed effort in the 
direction of reform by making the Chinese feel 
satisfied with low ideals. 


ane 


The new Christian magazine mentioned 
above, the ShinseiAi, is very strongly supported 
organ, Itaims 








ae at beingyquile unsectarian, as is evidenced by 
The Kirisutokys Shimbun, in an Gi, @rre re its chief supporters, Messrs Ko- 
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Ibuka 
hisa, Hiraiwa Kempo, Mo- 
toda Sakunoshin, hima Kakichi, Niwa 
Seijitd and others, It is proposed to discuss 
politics, science and other subjects from a 
Christian standpoint, as well as religion. The 
first number covers over 80 pages and cont: 
a variety of carefully prepared matter. 

An auticle entitled, ‘The position occupied 
by Christianity in Japan at the present time,” 
gives a detailed account of the various phases 
of development which the Church of Christ in 
Japan has undergone. Messrs. Honda, Shi- 
mada Saburd, Uemura, Kosak! and other well- 
known writers have contributed articles to the 
opening number, Altogether the new organ 
promises well, as there is ce 
magazine, in which popular writers can venti 
their opinions on neutral ground. Purely 
sectarian organs abound, but these do wot an- 
swer all purposes. 

ere 


The new magazine noticed in the last Lit 
rary Summary, the Zenchijin, edited by Mr. 
Takahashi Gord, pours uo small amount of 
scorn on the discussion of Messrs. Snodgrass 
and Takahashi on the subject of Christianity, 
These self-constituted champions pro- 





saki Hiromichi, Hon 
suke, Uemura Ma: 



































nounced by the Tenchijin to be unworthy of the 
It is reported, says this 
ed 


causes they espoused. 
organ, that the two gentlemen have been 
to give another performance in Yokoham 
they have been offered 50 yen each per night 
and that tickets will be sold at t yen each. We 
have not yet heard, says the 2enchijin, whe- 
ther the two gentlemen have agreed to the pro- 
the affair isthe Chaban Kydgen 
(grotesque parade) of the day, 

The Tenchiyin gives extracts from other 
publications on the Ethical Standard of the 
“Hundred Essays” published by Mr. Faku- 
zawa, a topic which has been discussed in seve- 
ral magazines and in ceriain newspupers from 
time to time. The fullest criticism of Mr. Fuka- 
zawa's ethics that we have seen, says the Zen- 
chsfin, is that of Mr, Yamada Ichiré, published 
in the Pomiuri Shimbun, according to which 
the Mita Sage has never pretended to rest his 
teaching upon any definite philosophical basis, 
Mr. Fukuzawa’s ethics are of an essentially 
practical type. Ina sense he is an evolutionist ; 
bat by no means a consistent one. The logic 
on which his teaching rests reminds one of the 
dragon with two heads; when one is altacked 
the other comes to the rescne. The way in 
which Mr, Fukazawa and his numerous follow- 
ers apply their ethical principles to the things 
of every day life is certainly very clever and 
quite unique in this country. It is the facility 
with which their ethical creed is made to fit the 
exigencies of the ever shifting scenes of life that 
makes the Mita teaching so popular, Where 
Mr, Fukuzawa attempts, as in the essay entitled 
“ Anshinron,” to base his teaching on philo- 
sophy, he fails. He who studies these es 
must cease to expect logical pre: 
system of ethics advocated. The teaching is 
more of the nature of a series of ininitions 
which have impressed an eminently practical 
mind, and as such are very valuable, 




























































ane 
In the editorial pages of the Seikys Shimpo 
it is announced that this magazine will no 
longer remain a mere organ of the Greek 
Church and will not confine f to the 
discussion of religious subjects only. Whe- 
ther this scheme of expansion can be carried 
out seems doubiful, if one can judge from the 
first number of the new series, Among other 
articles isa lengthy one entitled, ‘ Kirisutokyo 
fo Shakai oyobi Kojin Shugi” in which the 
writer argues that Christianity does not teach 
individalism to the extent of excluding the 
State to which individual believers belong, 
and that its doctrine of altruism is not to be 
pushed to the length of indifference to the wel- 
fare of one’s country, Objections to Cli 
ity on the score of its opposition to patrioti 
are founded entirely on a misconception of the 
real import of its teaching, 


























) wOTe 
Np. 34 of the Auksyé contains a short history 
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of Buddhism in 1897, from which we extract the 
following observatio A great deal of fruit. 
less energy been expended on the discussion 
of mixed residence, the reform of ecclesiastical 
laws, the better preservation of old temples. 
The long controversy concerning the Otani and 
their system of government yielded no satis- 
factory result beyond showing that in Buddhist 
ranks there is an earnest desire for progress and 
for the eradication of acknowledged e: 4 
The Michiren commotion ended in a 
crushing defeat for the leaders of that sect who 
figured in the controversy, What should 
be the connection between Buddhism and the 
Government been earnestly discussed in 
various mag 
opinion being exp: 




















the Dento and the Hansel 
stently argued in favour of an 
entire separation from the State, The abolition 
of the celibacy of the prie: ind of the custom 
of abstinence from meat been strongly ad- 
vocated by the Shin-sha magazines, and as 
strongly opposed by the Nichiren organs. Wh 











has been very noticeable during the past year 
has been the distinctness with which the two 
great schools, the new and the old Buddhists, 
Their hostility to each other 
t marked of late and wil 
t 


have figured. 
has been m 
no doubt | to fresh developments, 
cannot be said that either of the three 
causes of recent dissension jong Budd! 
the Koya-san, the Hongwanji and the Sdtésha 
affair has been finally disposed of. They still 
cloud the horizon to a certain extent. The 
following magazines have come into existence 
during the year. The S23% Shizho (S0t5); the 
SRR Sharut (Jodo); whe FABRE Wayishi 
(S616) ; the BxE—IM Aydkas-ichiran (Shin) ; 
the Shimshi shimps (Ot anti-reform 
party organ) ; the Shzkyd sekai, the Kydgaku 
( .) Hochi, the 832 Bodai, WOH Tok, the 

Tokiwa (Shin-shi, Otani-ha) and the 


Hansei-no-Kagamé, 9 woman's magazine, 


The subjoined items of information have 
been culled from various sources, The centres 
of the Roman Catholic Missions are Tokyo, 
Osaka, Nagasaki, and Hakodate. Each of the 
districts connected with these centres has about 
thirty Churches, presided over by some 30 odd 
priests, Each priest has several evangelists 
under him, The total number of Roman Cath- 
olic converts in Japan is stated to be 50,000. 
Among the hundred odd priests attached to the 

ion 30 are Japanese. The progress of the 
work has been so encouraging in recent years 
that never a year passes but new Missionaries 
arrive from Europe. 

The Hansei Zasshi, is facile princeps among 
Buddhist magazines and is constantly under- 

i provement, The January number 
nything issued by the Hanse' 
to the usual amount of matter there 
is an appendix over 60 pages in length. 

The following is a concise table of statistics 
designed to show the amount of work carried 
on by Christians in addition to ordinary evan- 
gelization. 



































No. of Inmates. 









Boys’ Schiools.. 59 3.133, 
Girls’ Schoo! 64 5.040 
Nurses! Training Schools 12 262 
Kindergarten Schools , 20 636 
Schols for the Poor .. 60 3,032 
Orphan Asylums 19 719 
Hospitals and Dispe: 16 ~ 
Institutes of various kinds... 14 289 


Daring 1897 numerous were the Life In- 
ce Companies started by Buddhists. The 
, Zen, Nichiren, Meikyd, and Sétd sects 
all figured in this line. One of the chief rea- 
sons for this new form of activity is the desire 
to obtain a fresh hold on Buddhist believers 
prior to mixed residence, by offering them 
worldly as well as spiritual advantages, and 
thus making them less inclined to accept 

It is said that some preachers of 
faith spice their doctrines with 
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Life Insurance condiment in order”to_ make | siba 
them more palatable; Oo 3 


The Téky6 Kankwa-in (Reformatory), 
founded in 1885, for the first few years of its 
existence was not vety successful, owing partly 
to the lack of method and organisation, bu 
since shown marked progress. The total num 
ber of persons who have entered the institution 
is 315. Of these 55 are stillinmates ; 49 have 
left the Reformatory without having any special 
occupation in view ; 211 have given evidences 
of being reformed. Out of these 133 have 
found situations in the following mai — 
18 have become Government ofiicials; 47 
have gone into business, 34 have become 
students, 2, school-leachers, 1, a newspaper 
writer and 31 have followed miscellaneous call- 
ings. Taking the total of those who have p: 
ed through the Reformatory, the number of the 
reformed in stated to be 63 per cent. 

The Shikyo says that the Unitarians are more 
anxious to establish the principle of liberty than 
to gain adherents to their sect; that they are 
equally pleased when they find the champions 
of the spirit of Christian liberty and free inquiry 
belonging to other sects, as they frequently do. 
They not particular whether those who have 
joined have or have not been baptized, placing 
more value on actual attainments than on pro- 
































fession and outward badges. 

The Kumiai Churches have separated them- 
selves from the Déshisha and have started a new 
school in Kyéto, called the Fukuin Gakkwan 
which has already commenced work. 

Mr, Onishi Shuku, whose labours in con- 
nection with the Senshin Gaka-in and whose 
vigorous writing are so well-known, has been 
ordered by the Government to proceed to Ger- 
many to continue his studies. 

No, 67 of the Shikyd comments at some 
length on the Takahashi-Snodgrass discussion, 
drawing altention to the slipshod character of 
the arguments deduced by Mr. Snodgrass in 
support of the doctrine of the Trinity, The 
Shikyé says that the majority of those present 
at the di came to increase their know- 
ledge of English rather than from interest in 
the subjecis discussed. 












ELECTRICITY INSTEAD OF GUN. 
POWDER AND BALLS. 


iy gone 











The electric current possesses such in- 
stantaneously deadly power when its contact 
blished with an animate being that its sub- 
itution for artillery as an agent of destruction 
in war has often been suggested. But the 
manipulation of such an agent being, ap- 
parently, as dangerous as its attack, uo one 
seemed greatly disposed to experiment with it 
for the proposed purpose. There ia a certain 
Mr. I. H. Hartman of Bridgeport, in Con- 
necticut, who claims to have discovered a means 
of pouring an electric current upon a distant 
object just as a ship throws the rays of a search- 
light upon a place to be illumined. Indeed, 
waves of light are tobe the conductors of the 
current. They pos: says the inventor, the 
property of carrying it, under certain conditions, 
which, however, he does not explain. Mr. 
Hartman is thus quoted :— 

‘The gun will stand on a tripod and can swing 
in any direction. A button pushed sets it in 
operation, The current I expect to use will be 
the highest alternating current obtainable; the 
higher the more deadly and the further it wil 
carry. A man operating this gun can swing it to 
the right or left and everything it strikes will go 
down, It can be focussed and sighted the same 
as any gun. Its use, of couse, will be limited, as 
it has to be connected with powerful dynamos. 
But when thus connected it can not be compared 
ything now in use, A stream of water 
y acurrent of electricity, but you can not 
shoot it far ugh to make it effective. The 
light rays will carry it an immense distance. 

The idea is magnificent, Could it be realized, 
either war would have to be abandoned or some 
system of insulating armour would have to be 
invented. 
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We learn that all the P.M. and O. & O. 
steamers—with the exception of the chartered 











THE FAPANESE TEA 7RADE, 
eee 

The Central Tea Dealers’ Council is reported 
by the Mippon to have presented the following 
answers to the questions put by the Agricultaral 
and Commercial Department :— 

Question No, 1.—Is there any necessity for 
revising the Regulations for the Tea Dealers’ 
Corporation? If so, in what way ? 

Ans.—The Regulations in question require 
amendment to a certain extent, but as no seri- 
ous inconveniences have been experienced with 
regard to them for many years past, there is no 
urgent need of revision for the present. 

Question No. 2.—In Kobe there are offices 
established by the allied dealers for the inspec- 
tion of teas from various parts of the empire. 
Is there no necessity for a similar institution in 
Yokohama? If there is, what would be the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of such an in- 
stitution as well as the legitimate process of 
organization? 

Answer—Offices for the inspection of tea 
ought to be established in every open port. 
The institution in Kobe has doubiless been 
beneficial to the dealers, but was optional 
in principle—in other words, as the combina- 
tion was left to the choice of a corporatton— 
uniformity in the methods of manufacture could 
not be secured. 

Inspection is absolutely indispensable, inas- 
much as the prosperity of the export trade, espe- 
cilly in tea, depends upon the rigour with which 
inferior or spurious manufactures are rejected, 
so that a fixed standard of quality may be 
secured throughout the Empire. There can 
be no better scheme for the inment of this 
end than to orga inspecting station 
under the direct supervision of the Central Tea 
Dealers’ Council. The Central Council is 























therefore disposed to urge that the following 






chests of tea shall be 
inspected, (the limit of inspection to be exceed- 
ed if the occasion requires), The removal of 
dust shall be undertaken first by No. 8 seives 
and then by No. 20 seives (of Chinese model), 
and the percentage of dust shall be strictly 
limited, in accordance with the following 
Value of tea per picul. Limit of dust 









Above 20 yen 
Below 20 yen 
Below 20 yen 
Question No, 





y 
frequently left to mulate in export ports, 
the result being a fall in prices. Can any pre- 
ventive measures be taken? Ifany, what? 
Ans.—The best plan will be to organise a 
warehousing company or companies in con- 
venient places throught the empire. 














YAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
ge 

The Oficial Gaseite announces the issue by 
the Finance Department, on the rath instant, 
of war bonds to the amount of 1,200,000 yen 
of 100 yen face value, They will be put on the 
market at 91.32 yes, but have doubtless been 
already disposed of. 

Rice cultivators and dealers in Shiga 
prefecture — 60,000 in number — recently 
formed themselves into a corporation with the 
special sanction of the Agricaltural and 
Commercial Department. This is the first 
instance, remarks the Shogyo, of a rice 
corporation having official sanction. 


Unless the extraordinary happens, asserts the 
Poroszu, the result of the forthcoming general 
election will be as follows :—Progr . 
guchi’s party, 10 ; Satsuma clique, 
15 ; Lib 1 90; National Unionists, 20. There 
are, besides, about forty-five members who do 
not belong to any party, and the balance of 
power depends upon their attitude. 












On the afternoon of the 12th instant there 
was some excitement at the Yasuda Ginko's 








er Venus—will after call at Honolala 
‘out and home, 


branchcim iteunomiya, Tochigi prefecture. A 
Men—came to the bank and_asked for a loan, 
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and on being requested to give security he 
produced—a loaded revolver. The bank officials 
tan for dear life, but a crowd quickly collected 
and the robber, before he could help himself to 
booty, was arrested. 


The Nichi Nichi reports the discovery of a 
valuable gold mine in the neighbourhood of 
Tokawatsu village, in Iwate prefecture, The 
mine is said to be the same as that which wi 
worked in olden time by the famous warrior 
Fujiwara Hidesato. Application for trial borings 
was lately granted, and the work is shorily tobe 
commenced. 








The fees for primary schools in Tokyo are 
three s much on the average as those in 
other cities and prefectures, and eleven times 
as large as the lowest rate in the empire. This 











has the effect of preventing a large number of 
children of school age from receiving common 
instraction, Only 57 per cent. of Tokyo child- 
ren attend school—againat 92.7 in the case of 
Okayama, and 87 per cent. in Osaka. The 
Osaka Asahi comments on this state of affairs. 





The Joint Stock Oriental Steamship Com- 
pany ordered three vessels in England for 
the new line between Hongkong, Japan, and 
San Francisco. One of these ships, to be 
called the America Alaru, bas a gross ton- 
nage of 6,000, and was launched at Newcastle 
on the gth instant. She will shortly be finished 
and sent to Japan, The other two vessels, the 
Nippon Maru and Hongkong Maru, now 
building at James Liang’s Dockyard, are also 
expected, says the Mainichi, to be completed 
immediately after the America Maru. 











According to statistics compiled by the 
Agricultural and Commercial Department and 
published in the Shogyo, the amount of rice 
produced during 1897, with the exception of 
Okinawa, did not exceed 33 million Aoku, 
showing a decrease of 8.8 per cent as compared 
with the previous year (in which the figures 
reached 36,200,000 kogu) and a decrease of 
16.8 per cent. as compared with the average of 
ordinary years, The original estimates of the 
Department, placed the diminution at 9.6 per 
cent. of the average, but the reduction seems to 
have been in reality nearly double that antici- 
pated, 





On the gth ultimo the Bank of Japan raised 
the rate of interest by one rin, We observed 
at the time, says the Vorosu, that such an in- 
significant increase would be utterly ineffectual, 
and it has since appeared that the officials 
of the Finance Department conceined in 
the matter were also convinced of this fact ; but 
taking into consideration the bad results that 
might arise from a sudden change they resolved 
to undertake the increase by degrees. An im- 
mediate necessity again exists for raising the rate, 
and the Directors of the Nippon Ginko are re- 
ported to have recently held a conference with 
a view to this step. 














Sales of foreign rice continue brisk, and 
the amount of import increases day by day. 
Prices are steadily rising. On the 14th instant 
telegrams were received by two or three firms 
in Yokohama to the effect that a union was 
organised with the view of “rigging” the rice 
market to the amount of 250,000 tons (2,500 000 
bags) with a capital of twenty million yen, The 
Shogyo, however, throws doubt on this state- 
ment, thongh it says the Yokohama dealers ap- 
pear to have resolved not to sell their stock even 
ala higher rate than that at present prevailing. 








Count Inouye, Minister of Finance, has now 
determined on his policy in regard to financial 
adjustment, and the annual allowances for the 
various Goverument Departments are to be con- 
siderably curtailed, On the gross estimates for 
the 31st fiscal year there will be a reduction of 
about forty million yen, These estimates, to 
gether with a supplementary budget compiled 
in conformity with the Minister’s new pro- 
gramme, are shortly to be submitted to the 
Cabinet for approval 


The Nippon discusses the re policy 
of the Cabinet, pile; istazes whe C, tt 








uye is only required to hold his portfolio until 
the completion of the general elections, after 
which he will be replaced by another Mini. 
ster of high qualifications. Baron Ito, Mi 
ster of Agriculture and Commerce, will pro- 
bably be the new Foreign Minister in suc- 
cession to Baron Nishi, Mr. Hoshi being 
nominated to succeed Baron Ito, Marquis Ito 
seems to have been embarri by Count 
Itagaki’s claims, and has found it expedient to 
appoint Mr. Hoshi to propitiae the Liberals. 
These changes are to be carried out soon after 
the general elections. 














Foreign rice, remar! he gait is now popular 
throughout the empire. ‘armers have sold 
their own production and bought foreign cereals 
for their diet, the latter being much cheaper. 
Formerly the middle as well as the lowest classes 
of Tokyo were ashamed to eat imported 
grain, as is clearly proved by the fact that de- 
spite the brisk demand secured for it from the 
interior in the 23rd year of Afeiji, not a bag was 
sold in the capital. This year the reverse is the 
case. Wherever we go we find a notice pul 
up proclaiming the cheapness as well a 
the economical quality of foreign rice. The 
domestic tice, now quoted at 57 sho per 
yen, is not adulterated, but grain below 
that quotation contains more or less im- 
ported rice. Ten to fifteen per cent. of for- 
eign cereals are, under present circumstances, 
eaten either consciously or unconsciously by 
the citizens of the intermediate class, the poorer 
classes preferring the pure imported grain. It 
is estimated that the amount of rice imported 
last year did not fall short of 27 million yen in 
value. The aggregate total of imports by the 
fall of this year is expected to exceed forty 
million yen. 





The Nippon Yusen Kaisha after the war 
with China, increased its capilal to 22 million 
yen, out of which 1,320,000 yen were appro- 
priated for the construction of new vessels 
to be placed on the American, European, 
and Australian lines. Owing to the great 
rise in prices, however, the construction of 
new ships for the American line has had to be 
postponed, 12 new vessels being built for the 
European, and 3 for the Australian service. 
Nine of these vessels were completed last winter, 
while one now in course of construction in 
Nagasaki is shortly to be launched, the rest 
coming from England. The Company reaps 
considerable profits on the Australian and Bom- 
bay lines, but as regards the European route it 
has to incur serious losses on account of the 
insufficiency, of cargo and passengers and the 
heavy dues of 5 000 yen per vessel for passing 
up and down the Suez Canal, Such losses 
daring the latter half of last year amounted to 
400,000 yen, and were liquidfied by the profits 
of coast navigation. After the completion of 
the fifteen new vessels the appropriations from 
the Navigation Encouragement Fund and the 
special subsidies will aggregate three million 
yen, and then the annual distribution of 
dividends will become a matter of certainty, 














If may be worth while to note, says the 
Shogvo, the classification as well as the de- 
stination of Formosan staples of export. 
The exports and imports for the island 
ring 1896 amounted to 11,402,226 ven and 
8,631,000 ven in value respectively, making a 
total of 20,033.227 yen. The excess of exporis 
was 2,771.224 yen, and the figures for each 
port were as follow :—Tamsui, 7.821.419 yen; 
Anping, 2,315,619 ren; Sakan, 860.504 yen; 
Takow, 251,643; Keelung, 16,681; Kyuka 
136.358. The chief markets for Formosan ex- 
ports are China (especially Amoy) and Hong- 
kong, as the following figures will shows :— 
Exports to China, 8 675.575 yen; Hongkong, 
2 454,168 yen; the United States, 265 121 yen; 
other countries, 814.155 yer; Among the 
staple exports those that bring in more than 
100 000 yen annually are ;—tea, 5 860,637 yen; 
camphor, 2,247,930 yen ; sugar, 1.529.460 yen; 
tice, 913.291 yen; fruits, 269 310 yen ; hemp, 

















2,936 yen. In any country whos finan- 
resources are not fully developed, ag 
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cultural products constitute the largest item 
of exports, while the majority of imports are 
of manufactured goods. Formosa is no ex- 
ception to this rule. Analysed, the Formosan 
staples of export consist of tea, camphor, sugar, 
and rice, by which a sum of 10,551,319 yen is 
realized annually, representing almost 92.5 per 
cent of the whole export trade. Commerce in 
Formosa, therefore, depends almost entirely 
upon the production of the four commodities 
referred to. 








DRAWING CLOSER THE LINKS 
BETWEEN FOREIGN AND 
JAPANESE MERCHANTS. 
ee 


The following letter has been placed at our 
disposal for publication :— 
To Twe CHAIRMAN AND ComMITTRE, YOKOHAMA 

Genera CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. 

Dear Sirs,—When in Tokyo a few days ago, 
T learnt that there was a desire on th ot 
some of the most influential Japanese gentl 
there, for the establishment of friendly relati 
ship between themselves and the foreign commu- 
nity at Yokohama, and to afford opportunities for 
an exchange of views regarding matters of mutual 
political and commercial interest. 

It has therefore been suggested that the com- 
mittees of the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce, and 
Chamber of Commerce, 
s of an association which 
s members a 
iemen willing to com. 
we objets, t probably 
a monthly meeting might be held altervately at 
‘Tokyo and Yoko! _ 

L regret that owing to my eatly departure for 
Europe, it is will be impossible for me to go further 
into a plaw which appears likely lo give favour- 
able results and to lead ta a goad understa 
between Japanese and foreigners resi 
but 1 would commend it to your kind 
aw early date, aud would suggest that 
ge of views’in the first instance be 

cl 































National Bank. 
T remain, Dear sits, Yours faithfully, 
W. B. Waiter. 








NEWS OF THE WEER. 
Re eae 
Lord Salisbury, the British Premier, entered 
his sixty-ninth year on February 3rd, hence the 
wide-spread anxiety inspired by his present ill- 
ne! 


Messrs, L. G. C. Graham, Phillips, J. T. 
Pratt, W. P. M. Russell, W. P. Thomas, and 
R. T. Tebbitt have been appointed Student 
Interpreters in the Cousular Service of China, 
Japan, and Siam. 


The Jris tells a story of a performance of the 
Chirese play Zhe Cat and the Cherud at 
Oxford. During the play one of the actors 
prays before his jors-sticks, and while th 
Ceremony was proceeding a voice in the gallery 
was heard io exclaim, “Now we shan’ be 
long.’ The actor, his prayer over, then rose, 
saying, ina tone of deep melancholy, “The 
gods are silent.” But how he must have longed 
to vary thal speech ! 
































By the courtesy of Admiral the Hon. Sir E. 
R. Fremantle, K.C B., C.M.G., Naval Com- 
mander-in-Chief at Devonport, Lieutenant Ta- 
karabe, of the Imperial Japanese Navy, was 
shown over Devonport Dockyard and Keyham 
Factory on oth Feb. It is understood that 
Lientenant Takarabe has been instructed by the 
Japanese Government to obtain information 
respecting the character of British naval ship 
coustruction, 


Captain R. A. J. Montgomerie, C.B., who is 
in command of H.M.S, Bonaventure, now on 
her way ontio the China Station, has a splendid 
record of Egyptian service, and was specially 
mentioned in the dispatches of Lord Wolseley. 
He was in charge of ali armed steamers and 
Superintendent of River Transport on the Nile. 
The Romavenfare will replace the cruiser Rain- 





| sory Although both vessels ars-known as second: 


March tg, 1898.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


293 


a 





class cruisers, the naval strength of the station 
will be considerably increased by the exchange, 
for the Raindow has only a displacement of 
3.600 ons, an armament of 17 guns, and a com- 
plement of 273 men, while the Bonaventure has 
a displacement of 4,360 tons, a crew of 318, 
and is armed with 20 quick firers. 








The Granta, a Cambridge under 
paper, publishes the following curiosities of 
spelling and orthography, For the benefit of 
those who do not know, it may be stated that 
Pembroke is usually known to Cambridge men 
as “ Pemmer” and that Geogeghan is pro- 
nounced ” Gaygan”:— 

There once was a scholar of Pembroke 

Who found himself ina dilembroke, 

For he sent to the Dean 
What he didn’t quite mean, 

Aletier beginning “ Dear Embroke.” 

There once was a freshman named Geogeghan 

Who refused to keep chapels, the Peogeghan ! 

When hauled by his dean 
He became quite obscene, 
And declared he’ worship Deogeghan, 




















Thursday, the 17th March, was St. Patrick’s 
Day. but so far as Yokohama was concerned the 
sons of Erin celebrated the occasion very quietly, 
We hear that there has been some private dis- 
cussion as to the celebration of St. George's 
Day in Yokohama, The chief difficulty in the 
way of a ball—the usual form of celebrati 
is that the population of the place bas outgrown 
the accommodation provided by the Public Hall 
asa ball room, A good suggestion has been 
made in Kobe, which is, that the ball to be given 
there on the 22nd April, the birthday of Shakes- 
peare, be made a Shakespearean Fancy Dress 
affair. 


The Lee-Metford rifle appears to have a 
drawback which may disqualify it for use in 
Arctic climates, It is slated that with a temp: 
ture below zero the bolt action becomes in- 
operative. The breech will not open, the 
cartridges will not work out of the magazine, and 
the trigger will _not move. This was the 
experience of a Halifax sportsman who found 
himself with a Lee-Metford sporting sifle with. 
in good range of a fine moose, but unable to 
fire ; and as it was of no use to throw the rifle 
iiself at the animal, he had eventually to go 
away without doing anything. Afterwards, ia 
the warmth of his hut, the rifle thawed and 
worked perfectly. The contraction of the 
metal in the low temperature is supposed to 
have been the cause of the trouble. 

















The Chinese Eastern Railway, says an ax 
change, will be connecied by two lines with the 
Russian Railway system. The first rans from the 
Onon station on the Trans- Baikal Railway, a dis- 
tance of 440 versts (275 miles), and the 
from the station of Nikolskoe, on the Ussur 
way, 95 versts (60 milex) distant, to the e 
frontier of Manchuria. The Ministryof Waysand 
Communications has decided to furnish both 
railways with the following rolling stock :—The 
Trans-Baikal line, forty-four 8-wheeled locomo- 
tives, forty passenger carriages, 458 goods 
waggons, and 453 open platform waggons ; the 
Ussuri ten locomotives, eighteen passenger 
carriages, 140 goods waggons, and fifty open 
platform waggons. All the goods waggons 
will be constructed in such a way as to be 
capable of use for military purposes. If one 
may judge by these preparations, the lines are 
destined to serve principally strategic ends, 























A valuable addition has been made to the 
collection of models of modern warships in the 
Museum at the Royal United Service Institu- 
tion, by a very fine one of the Japanese first- 
c bai Shikishima, which has been 
lent by the Thames Iron Works and Shipbuild- 
ing Company, who are building the vessel, 
The Shikishima isan improved Mafestic, being 
To ft. longer than that class of ship, and instead 
of the armour belt extending only for two-thirds 
of the length of the ship, as in the Afajestic and 
her sisters, in the Sh¢kishima it is carried right 
round the ship. She carries four 12-in. guns 
in her barbeties, but has fourizen 6 in, quick- 





tized by Google 








firing guns in casemates, as against twelve of 
the Mayesiéc, the two additional guns being car- 
tied in casemates amidships on the upper deck. 
Her engines are also more powerful, develop: 
ing 14500 indicated horse-power, instead of 
12,000 in the Majestic. Altogether, when com- 
pleted the Shikishima will be the most formid: 
able battleship afloat. 





Miss Frances E- Willard, President of the 
the W.C.T.U., died at Hotel Empire, New 
York, shortly after midnight of February 18th, 
Her physician announces that “ Miss Willard 
suffered for some years from profound anemia, 
and on several oceasions had been given up to 
dic. Last summer she seemed to take on anew 
lease of life, and gained in weight and strength, 
so thal she went through her convention work 
at Toronto and Baffalo, which was most ardu- 
ous, and came out much better than was ex 
pected, but on her arrival at New York five weeks 
ago, she was much prostrated and readily took 
the grippe, which attacked the stomach, liver, 
intestines, and later the nervous system. The 
disease progressed favorably, and in many re- 
spects she had considerably improved when 
the fatal issue came and overwhelmed the nerve 
centres. There was no cancerons degradation 
of any organ, as has been stated.” 




















An amusing case was heard in a London 
County Court the other day. Au action was 
brought by the chief of a brass band against 
the secretary of the "Good Intent Lodge of 
the Grand Oriental Order of Total Abstinence 
Sons of the Phoenix for money due for playing 
in a certain procession, The defence was that 
the Band began by being late, and subsequent. 
ly insisted upon stopping the demonstration in 
order to obtain alcoholic refreshment, In the 
course of the proceedings, it was shown that 
the Bandmaster had displayed considerable 
delicacy, He had represented at the outset 
that his performers were not teetotallers, and 
had suggested that, in order to save the feelings 
of the Sons of the Phoenix, and possibly the 
paternal Phoenix himself, the marshal of the 
procession should at about three o'clock con- 
nive with the Band fora strategic retreat to a 
side street for the purposes of allaying thirst. 
This was charmingly tactful. But, instead, the 
marshal stopped the procession while the band 
was opposite an exceedingly public house, with 
the result that scandal ensued, 








An interesting paper by Dr. William C. 
Deming, in the New York Aledical Record, 
shows the diminution which has taken place 
the prevalence of infectious diseases during re 
cent years, Whether we take phthisis, typhoid 
fever, or scarlet fever, and whether we trace 
their course in Massachusetts, in England, in 
Glasgow, in Paris, or in New York, we find a 
diminution in their mortality compared with 
what they caused about 30 years ago. The 
resting question is how far we shall be right 
in attributing this to the spread of sanilary 
knowledge and to the largely increased expen- 
diture on sanitary objects, which have been so 
marked a feature of the past quarter of a cen- 
tury; or, on the other hand, how far the improve- 
ment is due to some unknown influence, in 
accordance with which these diseases tend to 
run in long cycles of 20 or 30 years. Thereis, 
however, a good deal to show that, taking sani- 
tation in its large sense as covering all that im- 
proves the conditions of life, sanitary improve- 
ment has had a great deal to do with the 
prevention of death from infectious diseases, 





ere is part of the Hongkong Telegraph's 
m of the work ‘ Under the Dragon 
which purports !o be the experiences of 
a Mr. James Allan:—After careful perusal we 
are perfectly convinced that Mr. James Allan 
was never anywhere near the war and probably 
never saw a dragen flag; as likely as not he 
has never been ow of London. He tells his 
tale with an audacious assurance of knowledge 
that will probably carry conviction with the 
generality of readers and therefore we feel it 
Necessary to state in the strongest manner pot 















sible that the book is uiterly misleading an 











in fact, a huge perversion of facts from be- 
ginning toend. Ifitisrather hardon Mr, Allan 
that his book shonld be reviewed by a writer 
who did go throngh the war and witness the 
scenes which Mr, Allan misrepresents; it is also 
Lrough on a war correspondent who had a hard 
time and did hard wok to see his own work 
stolen, parodied, orted, and mutilated as 
badly as any corpse in Port Arthur, Whatever 
there is of truth in the book is taken, in some 
cases word for word, from the reports of the 
Times' correspondent, and on this substratum 
of fact Mr. Allan has erected a huge super- 
structure of fiction which he has the effrontery 
to palm off as truth, 








In the letter to Zhe Times on the subject of 
India’s purchases of silver Mr, Ottomar Haupt 
writes :— How is it that the Indian Govern- 
ment, which apparently does its utmost to favour 
the introduction of a gold standard in the great 
dependency, does not puta stop to these enor: 
mous and inconsiderate purchases of silver 
made by the population for hoarding purposes, 
in spite of the deplorable situation the white 
metal has been involved in since the closing of 
the Indian mints? [tis really as if in India all 
is going on in thig respect inside and ont- 
side of the county were ignored on purpose. 
In 1893 war is declared on the metal by the 
Indian Government itself, the price of it falls 
from the so called mint price of 106.75 rupees 
per 100 tolas fine—about to per cent. in the 
bazaar—ind India buys all the same heavy 
amounts of silver after the eveut, Later on the 
Russian Government throws silver roubles out 
system altogether, degrades 
y, way, actually puts a lower 
price for the acceptance for Customs dues on 
them than has been established for paper and 
even for copper money—and India buys silver. 
Afterwards the Government gives a :ort 
or warning in ils turn to the ignorant population 
by levying a tax of 5 per cent. on the import- 
ation of bars—ind India, unheeding a hint 
coming from heedquarters, buys silver. Then, 
what Icall the greatest monetary event of the 
time—the introduction of the gold standard in 
Japan—takes place, and gives the finishing 
stroke to the white metal in the Far East—and 
India buys silver, A host of other counties 
follow the example given by Japan—and still 
India buys silver. How will this all end, and 
in what way will at a given moment sales of 
silver by the population of the country ilself 
be met? Why, since the closing of the mints, 
or, to be more correct, from 1894 to 1897, 
India has taken from London alone £19.300,0-0 
of the more and more depreciating stuif, while 
the net imports from the fiscal year, 1893-94 to 
1896-97, came to 234 million rupees. 1 know 
Perfectiy well that part of the metal had been 
destined for the coinage of British trade dollars 
forthe Straite Settlements in the Bumbay Mint, 
butthis fact matters litle in presence of the 
big figures at stake, In realily. in 1895-96 
only 3,316,063, and in’ 189697, 6,135,617 
dollars had been struck.” 
































CORRESPONDENCE. 


———_+ 


RUSSIA IN CHINA. 


To THe Kpitox of THE “JAPAN Matt.” 

Siz,—Russia’s intentions have been quite un- 
veiled for years past’ ‘The after dinner chat of 
the Russian Legation in Peking has for a long 
lime tured on what they were going to do whi 
they were in the Palace,—pointing ints direction, 
Thave heard this from folks in the Chinese Customs 
Setvice, and my last informant was a lady who 
passed a few hours recently at Kamakura and who 






















i 
e the Russians made 





Spring to China. 


no secret about their intentions in North China | 


and Peking. 

Now assuming that they do intend to have 
Manchuria, and all they ask for, how is England 
going to stop them? General Gordon told the 
Yaméa in 1880 that the Russians would be i 
Peking within a month of crossing the frontie 
The Ministers then asked what they should do. 














He said, destroy “all the suburbs uf your capital 

















294 THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. [March 19, 1898. 
and “move your Queen Bee to Ni OL the play I cannot speak with any degree olf and unbending till late in the thied act, when 





where she oughtto be.” ‘These were Gordo! 
words to me a: the Astor House in Shanghai,where 
I tiffined and dined at his table daily for a week, 
as I was then living at the Astor House Hotel. 
Now assuming that China is invaded by Russia 
and that she seizes within a month all she wants, 
where are the British troops to oppose her? We 
may scour the high seas, but we can’t prevent 
Russia’s action on land unless Japan's legions are 
in the game with us. Are they? [have urged 
au alliance for over 12 months past in every letter 
home. The Movoe Vremya recently gave us 0: 
ultimatum, é-e.,that we must either ally with Japa 
or both by word and deed participate in the demo- 
Tition of China, England hasn’t moved a soldi 
Eastwards lately, Then how can she preventa 
Russian invasion of Manchuria except with Japan's 
aid ?7—Yours, . XxX. 
March 14th, 1898. 























THE KABURKI-ZA PLAY. 
EN EC 
EXPERIENCES AND IMPRESSIONS OF 
A GRIFFIN, 


(Waitress vor rus “ Jaran Mai.) 

My last glimpse of the English Theatre was 
taken at Her Majesty's, the Haymarket, which 
is probably the finest, as itis the newest, of the 
West End Houses. ‘The best dramatic talent of 
England was on the stage; the velvet-covered 
tanteuils of the diess circle weie as consfortable 
as one could wish; the scenery was splendid ; 
there were luxurious lounges for a quiet smoke b 
was as good as il could 
be made. And yet—such is the perversity of man 
—atthe end of the first act I was frankly bored, 
and by the middle of the second I had made 
my mind that the time would be much more satis- 
factorily spent in bed. [obtained my first glimpse 
of the Japanese stage at the Kabuki-za, Kobikicho, 
Vokyo—which [ ami told is one of the largest and 
most fashionable houses of the Japanese capital. 
ne Circumstances were wot so comfortable—al 
least to my barbarian mind. 1 had to squat 
on @ cushion for a length of time sufficient to 







































make me lose all sense of proprietorship 
in, or common feeling with, my legs; I was 
phyxiated by the fumes of countless hibachi 


and [ understood not one single solitary word of 
the performance, But for all that I was ot 
bored, Whatever its faults, the Japanese stage is 
interesting—to a foreig 

Everything was, of course, exactly in opposition 
to European ideas. ‘Take the manager, for 
example, Up to that time I had never been able to 
picture a theatre manager without the glossiest of 
tall hats, the wattiest of evening suits, the oper: 
cloak flung in picturesque carelessness over hi 
shoulder, the choicest of Havanas, the equally 
choice repertoire of smoke-room stories, | had 
always accepted that as part and parcel of 
the profession, IT should have been as shock. 
ed to see Archbishop ‘Temple taking the 
service at Westminster Abbey in a tweed suit 
as to see a theatiical manager in any other 
garb. Bat the manager of the Kabuki-za cou 
tives to face the difficuliies of life in a kimono 
and slippers; and, as far as T can see, he manages 
as well as if the cunning workmen of Lincoln and 
Bennett avd all the tailors of Bond Street had 
laboured to make him as the lilies of the field. 

We were rather a queer house=to English ideas 
atleast. Many of us came in at eleven in the morn 
nd sat the whole day through till eight in the 

thought what a roaring time we 
were having. People say of the English that 
they take their pleasure sadly—but what of a 
people who can last out wine mortal hours of 
acting, even the best aci in the wold? It 
speaks volumes for the tenacity of the Japanese 
character, Ihave always admired the dogged 
pertinacity with which a coolie will diag 
Joritisha (rou morn till dewy eve, never allowi 
himself to feel tired, and always ready to take. 
and take in—a new fare. Next to that Ieverence 
the heroism that can face an alleday siiting—o 
rather squatting—at a Japanese theatre. 

We ale and drank as peitinaciously as we 
watched thestage. When we were not drinks 
ing hot sake we were diinking tea; when we let 
either the tea pot or the sake bottle have 
a test we munched all kinds of fishy Japan- 
ese foods and sweetmeats, When we did 
neither we smoked, This reminded me very 
much of a Saturday night at the Britannia or the 
Middlesex Music Hall—a Saturday night perform. 
ance when ’Arry, in the fullness of his heart and 
the comparative plenitude of his breeches pocket, 
“stands” the fair "Arciet countless pennorths of 
whelks and bottles of bee:.* 


























































certainty. From beginning to end I could com- 
Prehend no single word of it, and whether it way 
the sublimest tragedy or the most laughable butles- 
que I haven’t the ghost of an idea. When the cur- 
tain went up there was revealed a Japanese lady 
sitting on a mat, aud beside her were two child 
also on mats. ‘The lady spoke to the child 
language which was not English, and which was 
certainly not Japanese; it was like nothing ever 
heard on land or sea outside a Japanese theatre. I 
suppose it would be bad ast for a Japanese actor 
to speak like a human being ; atany rate I noticed 
that the gentlemen who took the chief rdles had 
the stage lisp most strongly, and the neavest ap. 
proaches to an ordinary dialect were on the patt of 
quite inferior and insignificant supers. ‘The stage 
voice struck me as altogether absurd aud wnna- 
tural, but the actions and attitudes of the actors 
were quite admirable, ‘The fidelity with which the 
dainty gait, the winning manners, and the grace- 
ful movements of a Japanese lady ate imitated on 
the stage by men is simply marvellous—=no weaker 
adjective can be used. 

It was not very exciting—the first act, The lady 
talked and talked in that strange stage voice; the 
children answered in unnatural treble that took 
my mind back to the infant prodigy ? of small 
provincial theatres at home, [ didn’t know 
what those children were saying but it brought 
back to my mind that dreadful affliction, the 
stage innocent who used to say, “Why 00 so sad, 
mamema! Why oo not sin? and play as vo 
used todo? Is it’cause wicked men ci 
take poo Papa away to naughty prizzen | 
weep, mam-mal I’se so sad to hear oo weep!” At 
the end of which the heroive clasps the dear child 
Passionately to her maternal bosom, and weeps 
some gallons of sentimental tears for the behool 
of the gallery, who admire virtue—on the stage, 

On the whole I am inclined to believe, after all, 
that the piece was 4 tragedy. It sounded two 
doleful even for a farcical comedy. The mother 
giew more low-spiited every moment, and the 
children’s treble became thinner and thinne 
last they became so doleful that two gentlen 
a box above the stage, half way between the floot 
and the ceiling, could contain their feelings 
no longer, I believe these gentlemen act the 
pait of the chorus in a Greek tragedy. ‘They 
burst out att to dismal music, and ap- 
parently explain the situation to the audience in 
song. [have no doubt their performance wan ex- 
cellent and classical in the extreme. Psobably it 





































































was as good in its way asa blend of Paderewski 
and Sims Reeves in his paliny days. 
if 


But to an 
the singers were 
sical stomach acl 


outsider it seemed as 

afflicted with a kind of m 
they sang as if some horible spasmodic pain 
were grasping at their vitals, I teally felt 
sorty for them; their anguish appeared to he 
dreadful, d seemed to call for prompt medical 
treatment. Every two o: three bars ended with 
a heart rending, ‘ Yorho! Yorho! Yorho!” till 
it sounded like an amputation without chloroform, 
Tt would almost have seemed ay if indigestion 
really were al the bottom of the matter, for when 
the lady begantobrewtea and tiand round rice with 
and pretty ceremony the musical stom 
teased in violence, and a terrific * Oh! Yo! 
eh oh!” appeased to indicate intoler- 
able torture. A quaint little dance by one of the 
children set the chorus men off again and I was 
honestly relieved to find there way nothing the 
matter with them when [noticed one of them just 
affer wards emptying a large glass of sake—I cane 
ot swear it was sake—with a good healthy 
thirst, He was as other men after all. I re: 





















his thawing brings about the curtain: and 
without whom no drama is genuine. 

‘To him one of the ladies, kneeling, presents a 
cake. ‘Ihe said cake is evidently more deadly 
than the ordinary cake of the amateur cook—in 
fact one can see at a glance that the dramatist 
meaus it to be a poisoned cake. But for whom it 
is poisoned, by whom, and for what purpose, the 
wit of the Occidental knoweth wat. The cake is 
received with thanks (unlike the contsibutions of 
the amateur poet), but every one on the stag 
Sagacious enougii to leave it alone. Suddenly 
there rushes ona boy, the son of the daimio ap- 
Parently—oue of the children who had been there 
at the rising of the curtain, but had goneout mean- 
while. He grabs the cake with agreediness which 
would have done discredit to Jackie Horner, eats 
it,. and falls—whether at surprise at finding a 
currant in it, or from the deadly effects of the poi- 
son, does not appear, ‘The excitement of the 
chorus men at this time again becomes pai 
they yell lugubrious words at the top of their 
voices; and some of the more eptible of the 
audience join in, ‘The lady who presented the 
cake steps forward, seizes the boy, draws a long 
knife and stabs himequite’ unnecessatily one 
would think at first, for he appears to Le already 
ready for an inquest. But this boy takes a long 
time in the killing. ‘Ten seconds after the first stab 
le gives a shsiek; then the lady stabs aj d 
after half a minute he gives another shriek. Al- 
together she gives him half a dozen stabs before 
he is satisfactorily and completely dead from a 
stage point of view. All the while the other people 
on the stage—including the presumed father— 
look on as if the killing of a child by a well dressed 
and apparently respectable lady were the most 
ordinary incident, and one to be witnessed with 
philosophic calm. ‘The chorus men, however, a 
excited enough; long groans ending in a wil 
“Ye ye-ye-yuppp!” come from their box as they 
sing the iythmic explanation of a deed that cettain- 
ly does need more light on it. 

Alter a little of this the wh 
stately mi 







































































mother, who has not seen the murder, comes tn, 
sees the child, and mourns over it. I shall not 
speak lightly of this scene; it was pathetic in itself 





and well done, and the subject deset ves respect. 
The aciing had a great effect on the audience ; 
the tears of the women fell fast; and the men 
showed some emotion, Evidently Japanese thea- 
Ueegoets ate not so stolid as the Anglo-Saxon, who 
does not as a tule like * wet’? scenes, and uever 
cares to admit that they move him, 

I should very much like to know all about this 
wicked lady with the cake the knife; [T should 
like to know why she wanted to kill the bay; I 
should like to know where were the police at the 
time; I should like to know whether she was se 
fenced to death or only imprisoned duing His 
Majesty’s pleasure; I should like to know, above 
all, why the relatives took it all as a matter of 
course, and appeared not in the least annoyed over 
the matter. But all these are’ mysteri 
Ucan only say that I was, if puzzled, i 
hy this candom peep ito Japanese dr 
and I would advise all globe-trotters av 
dents of Japan, if they want a curious and interest. 
spectacle of native life and manners, to take 
opportunity of paying a visit tothe Kabuki-za 
Theatre, If they do not, they miss seeing a very 
instructive and entertaining phase of O: Hite. 























































cognised in him, despite his kimono, that Japi 
fiddl n anda brothers It was refesh 

ortal as those lolly heroines uf 
low-down melodrama who, after five whole acts of 
afflicted innocence, find’ substantial solace in 
sausages aud mashed potatoes, and a sufficiency 
of Guinness’s stout. 

Then there was a dog—an artificial, frankly 
artificial, dog—whiclr came on and wagged its tail 
ina most wooden manner, That was the whole 
of its patt apparently; and why it was introduced 
T don't know. Apparently it supplied the comedy 
of the piece, for every one laughed: and 
therefore T suppose the Manager was ight in 
bringing it on, Then there entered—by a gang way 
cunning tight through the auditorinm—another 
lady, and after her a crowd of ladies with lanterns, 
and a distinguished-looling, grey-headed man. 
believe he was  daimio—the piece evidently deal 
with the days of old—and he acted with much dig- 
nity, T recognised in him an immortal type; the 
bere nobleof tle English stage, the gentleman wlio, 

old—fashioned pieces, is dressed in a sky blue 
skirt coat with gold buttons, and in a modern piece 






































wears a dress coatiand a snowy wig, who plays the 





Part of the heavy” pavent, who is generally stern 
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YOKOHAMA CHAMBER OF 


COMMERCE, 
——+ 
The annual meeting of the Yokohama Chamber 
of Cor erce was held on Tuesday afternoon at 
Keil’s Building, Main Sweet, Mr. W. B, Walter 
was in the chair, and there were also present, 
Messts. H. Holm, CJ. Suome, R. Abenheim, H. 
Bent, P. S. Bent, W. Ross, E. Frnt Kilby, W. E, 
Mitchell, J. P. Mullis Jd R- D, Robison, 
THH SKCRETARY. 
The CHA1RMAN expressed regret that the Secie: 
tary (Mi, Keil) was unwell and unable to be 
present. 


















MINUTES, 

The adoption of the minutes of the last meeting 
was proposed by Mr, Ross (W. M. Strachan && 
Co.), seconded by Me. Mitcusen (Samuel, Sa- 
tuel & Co.), and carried. 

‘ THE AccoUNTS. 

The Cuarrmaw then submitted the accounts, 
remarking that the Committee had arranged to 
taise the salary of tie Secretary from the begin- 
ting of the past year. "This was recommended to 
the attention of the incoming committee at the 
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last general meeting, and they considered Mr. 
Keil was fully entitled to seceive an advance of 
salary, —(Hear, hear). 
Mr. Motuison (J. P. Molli 
posed that the accounts be ado 
(Robison & Cu.) seconded, and 
‘The accounts were as follows == 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND BXPENDITURK 
FOR TH® YEAR 1897. 
Rucairrs, 








on & Co.) pro 
ed; Mr. Ropt-on 
was carvied. 











Yen, 


ane me 45336 
Sarat ¥. 35 
——-—— 2,695.00 
133,036 for ¥. 3,783.84 
‘21302 for 


To Balance from 1896... 
Members Subscriptions 
Circulars sold :— 
To Members, .. 
™ Non-member, 


















Hall-yearly Statistics sold 
Sundry Publications sold 
Interest allowed by H & 5, 





Balance ea te 





Salary of Secretary and Staff 
Rent a 

Printing Cireuls 
‘Adverti 





Reports. 
to loci 







er 
newspel 

Returns aaives 

Stationery 

Fi 





Balance, carried to new account 
B, & 0. B. 


$1469.35 
Secretary. 





Examined and found correct, 23th M: 


BS BAN} Auditor. 
Yokohama, ath March, 1868. 


‘The CHairMan then read— 
THE REPORT. 

According to the Customs returns the total 
Import and Export foreign trade of Japan for the 
past year amounts to no less than yers 382,435.800, 
or about 38} million pounds sterling, and shows an 
inciease as compared with 1896 of ye 92,918,600, 
vizi— 

An increase in Imports of yen 47,626,300 
i, ” », Exports of yen 45,292,300 

‘The larger receipts of Railway material, Raw 
Cotton, Kerosene, Sugar, and Rice probably 
account for most of the increased Imports ; while, 
as regards Exports, Raw Silk, and Silk Piece 
Goods, make between them an increased value of 
yen 30,000,000. 

While the growth of the Export trade may be 
considered wholly satisfactory, the increased 
Import trade of the year has resulted in the 
accumulation of heavy stocks of staple goods at 
the principal ports, a consideratle portion of 
which, though sold to avive, had not been taken 
delivery of at due dates. 

In consequence of this greater volume of Im 
ports, the Customs ground became for some 
time so blocked with goods of all kinds that 
there was no space on which further landings 
could be made: while it became also most difficult 
for _consignees to find and take delivery of wha 
had been landed, and it was only by the great 
exertion of Mr. N. Okoshi, the able Commissioner 
of Customs at this port, and the special arrange- 
ments made by him for landing Cotton, Rice, ele. 
elsewhere than at the Hatoba, that the Custom: 
ground was eventually cleared of accumula 
of Imports. 

Mr. Okoshi has now been tr 
Depattment of Communications at ‘okyo and, 
while congratulating him on the promotion, the 
Committee of this Chamber desire tu express their 
appreciation of his coutesy, energy and unfailing 
atten to the interesis of the trade of this port 
and their great regret at his departure, 

‘The need of a considerable ext nto the 
Customs area has had the attention of your Com- 
mittee and some correspondence has ensued with 
the Commissioner of Customs and the Japanese 
Chamber of Conmerce at Yokohan Ivis hoped 
that the Customs ground may eventually be en- 
larged by the » of the ground at present 
occupied by the adjoining Engine Works. 

A most important feature of the year 1897 has 
heen the establishment in Japan from te Ist 
October last of a gold standard on the basis of 
about 2/of sterling per ye, which has been of cone 
siderable benefit to importers by preve 
difficulties which would have occurred thr: 
further fall of silver, amounting to 7 per cer 
has since taken place ; and which does not appear 
to have anyill effect, so far, on Japan’s staple silk 
export. 

On the other hand, the Imports of this country 
were last year yen 56,000,000 in excess of the Ex: 
ports, according to oms Statistics, and were 
really nearer yer 80,000,000 in excess of Exports, 
as the Customs values are only those of the country 
of origin. The difference las to be made up by 


vigtizea by GOOgle 
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gold export while large quantities of silver yeu 
Nave (as silver declined in value) come up from 
China and the Straits Settlements to be also ex. 
changed for gold, which passes out of the country. 

Whatever may be the difference of © Has to 
the need of agold standard for Japan, there can 
be no doubt that now the new system has been 
entered upon, every effort should be made on the 
of the Imperial Japanese Government to fully 
maintain the value of its currency which has now 
a patity of value with that of the principal coun. 
tries of the West, 

By the exercise of the greatest economy of 
public expenditure in Japan, and by the gradual 
decrease in the supply of silver ye trom alu oad, 
the gold export may before long be considerably 
reduced; while the issue of a moderate Foreign 
loan would probably fill the void fora while and 
allow time for the further growth of the Exports on 
which this country has to depend so greatly for 
its continued prosperity. : 

The Government will shortly be further aided 
by the higher scale of Customs Duties which seems 
likely to come into operation towards the end of 
this year. 

Iv connection with these’ Duties 1 would ask 

ion to the Tabl-, based on the British 
hom Secretary has prepared and 
is attached to the veport showing the dile 
€; between the old and wew duties on the 
principal goods imported. 

This Table is subject to some slight alteration 
later, owing to a lew articles having been since 
charged at slightly lower rates o meet the request 
of Powers lately entering into new treaties with 


Japan, 
















































Exports. 

Raw Sitn.—The shipments for the first half of 
the year, 1897 amounted to 26,980 bales and were 
about equally led between Europe and the 
United States, while the second half of the year 
took no less than 41.688 bales, of which neatly two- 
thirds went to the United States. 

This considerable increase in the shipments of 
Japan Silk to America has been largely due to the 
more settled condition and greater prosperity of 
business there as well as to the shortage in the 
opean and China crops of this year 

During February and Match there was an ac 
tive and advan arket, the demand more 
especially being for silks suitable for America. 

Prices by the end of March showed an advance 
of yem 80 per picul upon those of February. 

D. and May but little 
to the political 


























38 WAS 
down owing complications in 
Europe. 

Repuits in June of a poor out-tinn for the Euro- 
pean crops led to a good demand at rising prices, 
but until July purchasers were restricted by the 
scanty stock available, a 

‘The Japan crop of 1897 ‘proved to bea good 
average one and first avtivals were keenly com 
peted for; prices advanced some yen 30 per picul 
during August and again yer: 40 to 50 in Septem- 
ber, rema’ min October. 
November, however. there was a shatp decline, but 
ao active demand in December again taised prices 
to October level and the year closed with a firm 
market and very small stocks. 

Taken as a whole, the quality of this season's 

show any improvement or 
years though Cocaons were generally better 
than in the previous season, Spinners appear to 
have taken no trouble to improve the reeling, The 
making up and selections of Oshu Kakedas were 
very defective, and even in good Filatwe silks 
there has been a greater variation in size than is 
desirable. 

‘The business of the year must have been ei 
ently satisfactory to the sill producer who, though 
financially weak, has, by reason of the good and 
persistent demand from Europe and America, 
been able to obtain full prices in spite of his eager- 
hess to sell, which bas been in marked contrast 
with the tactics of previous years. 

‘The Bill that passed the Imperial Diet on the 
24th March, 1897, granting Lounties to the direct 
exporters of silk to Europe and Ametica, if Japan- 
ese, and divctiminating against foreigners, has 
not been carried into effect and in all probability 
will be repealed at the next meeting of the Di 

Waste Sitk.—The business in this staple dur- 
ing the year 1897 has been of a monotonous char. 
acter without any appreciable changes in prices 
and a veady supply of all demand, 

The year commenced with a stock of about 
13,000 piculs, which figure has never been sure 
passed, and closed with about 8,000 piculs still on 
hand, 

The following prices may pethaps be considered 
the basis which has ruled throughout the year :— 
Oshiu Noshi .Yen 100 to 115 
Joshia Noshi 55 to 65 

Filatuce Kibiso Bu to go 






























































































‘The Export for the year amounts to round num 
bers 36,000 piculs, of about 750 piculs more than in 
1896, and is distributed as lallows :— 

‘To Marseilles 20,000 piculs. 














‘To Switzerland 5, 7.0004 
‘To Londos 2960 ,, 
To America A50° is 

‘ 5,890. 


36,000 piculs. 


this figure ay to kinds, the Export 
det :— 





Piculs. 
4.800 


Piculs. 


Noshi —Oshiv 


Joshiu 4.000 
Shinshiu, Echigo 2,500 
Tegaia .. 1 500 
vials 1,200 

Jachinjt 00 
Ossori Sco 
Zaguti vy 400 
Mino, Santanshiu 200 





Kibiso.—Fil 











Oshin aud Sh goo 

Mino, Santanshia 200 17,100 
Sundties.—Nuils , 1,600 
Sundvies 'g00 
Agemai ai 420 
Carded 150 
Pierced C 130 

Neri... 100 3,300 

Total ,, ‘i 36,000 


Sick Hanpkercwiers ann Sitk Piece 
Goops.—The export of silk piece goods for the 
year 1897 was greatly stimulated by the passage 
of the Dugley tariff bill in the United States 
wheteby the duty on p'ain goods was taised from 
45 ‘/e to $3 50 per Ib. or approximately 75 °/, ad 
valorem. ‘The first six months showed. heavy 
shipments to the U. S. on this account, A revival 
in the ade far fancy Kaiki sill seems also to 
have taken place and the weavers in Kirin and 
Ashikaga are in full work on orders for this class 
of goods at better prices than ever teceived 
before. The output of these goods on the whole 
is faivly satisfactory in quality. 

‘The export of handkerchiefs again shows a 
Neavy decline, both Europe and the United States 
seem to be taking less less of these goods year 
1 demand from the latter 
being especially marked. 

‘ The matket for New Teas was opened 
May under a Duty exe , and prices 
tuled very high thonghout the month, but early 
in June it was decided not to impose any duty 
ov teas entering the United States, and prices 
consequently declined rapidly 

Daring the early part of the season prices ruled 
from yen 15.10 17 per picul higher than at the 
corresponding date of the previous season, and 
the average fur the year is about yen 6 per picul 
above 1896. 

‘The qualsty of the crop was decidedly inferior 
to that of 1896 as regards the make of (he leaf, the 
cup quality, however, was fairly good, The leaf 
was very coarse, badly colled and showed signs 
of careless and burtied preparation, owing pro- 
bably to the desire on the patt of the producers 
to hutry their Teas to market while the duty ex- 
citement lasted. 

In spite of all that has been written urging the 
Japanese to pay more attention to the improves 
ment of their teas, they appear to be doing very 
little good in that way. In the meantime Ceylon 
and Indian Teas are rapidly gaining favour in the 
United States and Canada, 

The restriction act in Ametica requiring the 
quality of Teas to be up to a certain standard 
has been stictly enforced dur the past 
season and has undoubtedly done a good deal 
towards improving the quality of both China and 
Japan Teas shipped to the United States. 

On the whole the past season has been faily 
wnetative to the Exporter and the amount ex- 
ed iy just about on a par with Lat of 1896, 
he cost of Firing Teas has again greatly in- 
creased owing to the advance which has taken 
place in the price of labour, charcoal and boxes, 
etc., being fully 20 per cent. higher than this time 
last year. 

‘The attempts to introduce Japan Teas into Rus 
sia donot appear to have met with much success 
so far 

Correr.—The year 1897 commenced with a 
considerable portion of its copper production al- 
teady contracted fur, and prices continued fim, 
showing an advance of about four per cent. during 
the course of the year, with a fair business doing, 
The output of the largest mines, those of Kuru 
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kawa at Ashiwo, was, however, reduced owing to 
the necessity of carrying out works to prevent 
damage in future to the farming districts in the 
neighbourhood through the contamination of the 
water coming from these mines. 

The Export fr Yokohama which had been 
7211 tons in 1896 declined to 6,760 tons in 1897. 
Quotations closed at yes 26} per picul for Slabs 
and yen 27% to 28 for Ingots and Tiles. 

Fis O1L.—The year under review opened very 
quiet with heavy stocks which depressed the 
macket. Nothing was done until April when a 
larger transaction took place on the basis of yen 
4.50 for ordinary quality. Prices advanced some- 
what in consequence but fell again, and at the end 
of May reached as low as yen 4.30 per picul, at 
ha few hundeed tons changed hands, In 
September stocks became very sinall and prices 
rose to yen 4.70 for common dark and yen 4.90 
for light quality. 

The market closed very firm as the Sardine 
catch turned out a complete failure and the new 
year opens with almost no stocks. 

Ricg.—The Export of Rice for all Japan for the 
season ending gist October, 1897, was in round 
figures. 89,000 tons against an Import from 
abroad of about 310,000 tons, including Korean, 
‘The Japanese crop harvested in November, 1897, 






































is esitmated at 15 per cent, belaw the average of 
40,000 koku, or a shortage of 822,321 tons (esti 

mating the kobi at an average of 307lbs.) 
Owing to the increased prosperity of the country 
litle doubt but 





f popul 
sumption i 
result is that even with an average crop there is 
some demand for foreign rice which, though of 
lower quality, is cheaper than Japanese grain 

‘The importation of rice to Japan during 1898 
will probably be on a larger scale than ever befure. 

Good exportable grain was quoted on Decem 
ber 31st at yen 5.75 to yen 5.80 per picul, say 10/ 
per cwt. fo. b. 

‘Topacco.—The export of this staple has de- 
creased by 15 per cent. against the preceding year, 

52 piculs 1 1896 

Hi 


pa- 
into force on 



















tion of the Monopoly which cam 
January ist, 1898. 

‘This Monopoly is expected to work beneficially 
for the export trade, as the Law requires that the 
leaf be properly assorted before being handed into 
the houses, whereby the tedious 
B, sorting, and tejecting in 
Private godowns may to some extent be done away 
with, 








Imports. 

Yarns ano Grey Suirtings.—It is no longer 
possible to give detailed information as to counts 
of yarns and weights of shirtings, as the names of 
importers from whom details could be obtained are 
not now published. 

From such information as is now obt: 
would appear that the Import of all Yarns for 1897 
has fallen off considerably ay compared with 1896, 
though still greatly in excess of 1895, the respec 
tive hgures being as follows :— 

1897. 1896. 1895. 
91,044 piculs. 113.046 piculs. 71,293 piculs. 
Regarding the course of the Yara trade ducing 
1897, in the absence of actual detailed figures a 
general knowledge of the business done has to 
be depended on, and this points to a continual 
and increasing demand for Gassed Yarns, with 
perhaps Fine Plain sorts, tather less in evidence, 
2/425, have again been largely dealt in, and 
2/328. and 16/248. have also met with move en 
but 28/328. show a distinct re- 
because of the improvement 
ings of this count, Consump 
tion of 38/425. seems ta remain about normal. 

Grey Suirtines have followedjthe same lines 
as Yains in tegard to the amount of business 
done, the record for 1897 being less than 1896, 
but greater than 1895. Actual figures are as 


8 1896. 
700,300 pes. 4,900 pes. 
1 Cloths agai exibit a 
imports only teaching 34,825 pieces in 1897 
against 58,600 pieces in 1896, and it looks as if 
a few more years would see ‘the Lancashire pro- 
dict practically superseded by the native made 
cloth, 

Alter the depressed condition of affairs that 
prevailed at the end of 1896 and beginning of 
1897, the prospects for fresh business in the 
spring and early summer of the latter year 
seemed to promise fairly well, but a constantly 
drooping Raw Cotton Market throughout the 
autumn months upset calculations, and whilst, 
to Foreign Importers, results on the whole can 
hardly have been very profitable, there is no 
doubt that Japanese dealers found themselves 












inable it 























1895. 
+++ 604.295 pes 


marked decrease, 



























face to face with many heavily los 
In contradistinction, however, to fo 
ence, it is pleasant to record that with 
ception of a few irresponsible speculators ii 
Shirtings, who ought never to have beet 
ged, buyers have “ stood to their guns, 
everything considered clearances of cov 
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uh 
Yains and Giey Goods have been fairly satis 
factory. 

Inpico Suirtines, 
Twitts, Paints, Corton [tactans ann Sat 


Dyep Suirtings ann 





Figures show a falling off all round and 
business in these articles generally has been any- 
thing but satisfactory. Cotton Italiansin pi tar 
have given tise to many and heavy claim 
avowedly on account af quality. 

Turner Reps.—Rather against expectat 
the trade in imported cloth has incteased again, 
No doubt ¢ marily may be put down to 
consumers having found that these goods are 
fully worth the extra price as compared with 
native dyed stuff. 

Buack VeLvars.—As might well be supposed 
from last’ yeat’s report, which showed a stock 
sufficient for about 8 months’ consumption, fresh 
imports ducing the year have been ouly about 
half the quantity of 1896. ‘The outlook for the 
cutrent year is more encouraging 

Victoria Lawns ave evidently destined to 
become of lesser importance from yeat to year. 

Sitx-racen Satins have continued to be im 
ported in limited quantities, almost exclusively of 
the better grades. 

FLanwers.—The year under réview has not 
Leen a satisfactory one for this article, Stocks at 
the close were, however, within reasonable limits 
and lower qualities particularly bid fair for the 
cuntent year. 

Travian Croti.—Deliveries fall short of those 
for the previous year by something like 30 per 
cent. spite of considerably.» 
stocks at the close of 1897 were satl 
and on the basis of last year’s coi 
would suffice for 8 months, 

















































MousseLines show smaller quantities for 
both imports and deliveries Keely to 
futher lose ground, as the nd 





weaving establishments, now in course of erection, 
get into working order. 

Wootten CLoTHs.—With very heavy stocks 

ied over from last year, business has bee: 

difficult and the demand poor, considerable con- 
cessions being made to clear old stocks ; while 
new business has been confined to such qualities 
and assortnients as could not be bought locally, 

Merats.—Dealeis purchased very 
during 1897, and the result is seen 
advance upon the figures for 1896. 

Prices rose gradually in sympathy with in 
ed cost until about October: since then a 
considerable decline has taken place and the 
immediate prospects are by no means bright, 

Pic IRow.—As anticipated in last year’s report 
the steady growth in general demand is shown by 
an increase of some 2,600 tons compared with 
previous year, Hitherto the trade had been c 
fined entirely 10 English make, but this year seve~ 
tal lots of Alabama pig ion, aggregating prob. 
ably 4,000 tons, have arrived. 

Bar Ino Mports amounted to ueatly 30,000 
tons, an increase of six per cents ‘This quantity 
is, however, in excess of actual requirements, and 
present indications point to a diminished ade in 
future. 

PLaTe® ano Sager Inon.—The large imparty 
noted in the report of 1896 have been followed by 
a teaction, the imports being 144,600 piculs 
against 186,646 piculs. 

Gatvanizeo [Ron.—=The growth of this trade 
is tematkable, 


cal 


















































1895 18,743 Piculs 
1890 wees 31398 
1897 esse 78,402. 


Besides the Government requirements noted in 
last report the demand for roofing purposes has 
ncreased considerably owing to the continued tise 
iu the price of lumber throughout the country, 

On the whole the trade is hardly satisfactory as 
the small margin of profit is greatly inte fered 
with by the heavy claims made by buyers for the 
corrosion that seems a necessary feature of this 
atticle, probably caused by damp or sweat on the 
voyage. 

Wire Naits shows a dectease of about 10 per 
cent. The American makers had control of the 
market, very little coming from Germany, 

uring the year machinery has been imported 
from the United States for a factory in Tokyo, but 
it does not seem likely that this project will’ im. 
mediately interfere with the Wade to any extent, 

Tin Prares increased from 25 727 boxes in 
1896 to 59,008 boxes in 18y7. While the demand 
has largely grown supplies have been excessive 
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emunerative level 





nd prices remained at an 
jor the greater part of the year. 
Hoor Iron.—The imports continue to decline, 
old cotton bale hoops have been found equally 
useful for most pur poses and considerably cheape 
Kerosenn.—The volume of business during 
1897 shows a considerable inctease over the 
preceding year, deliveries being 413,518 cases 
American and 130,509 cases Russian over those 
of 1896, while Langkat Oil has again made its 
appearance here, the total delivered being 48,862 
case: 

Japanese production is estimated at 500,000 

ually. 




































the end of the year are sightly 
wger than at the end of 1896. 

ing of 1897 the very small le 
es up; but by the endof April a 
decidedly weaker tone showed itself 
gradually receded 10 to 15 sen. During the 
mer the matket was quiet, and 
fluctuate to any extent, Iu September the ine 
provement which is u 














ness until the close of the year, 
tesult of the year’s working shows a decline 
spat value of 10 to 15 sex 
The total value of the Yokohama Kerosene 
trade for 1896 is 
A 














2,863,810 cases,.....5/854,600 
crease over 1896 of -— 












American ase 413)518 cases...... 617,000 
Russian. 130,559 9 wee. 166,100 
Langkat 42,792 82,700 
586.869 cases... 855,800 
Sucan.—Broww.—The import of Bown Supars 





for the year 1897 shows a considerable increase 
over that for the preceding year, being 1,247,132 
piculs against 1,029,086 piculs. 
Of these receipts there were 
338,349 piculs from Fo: 






555,642 
3SH141 ” 
Manila Sugars find more favour with buyers 





han formerly and this tends to depress prices for 
Formosa kinds, 

Formosas.—A feature of this trade has been 
the 
divect, 





Wuirr Sugar has been in 
chief feature of the ye 
port of European Be 
as against 116,500 piculs for 1896. Formosa has 
also supplied us with a small quantity, sonte 16,000 
piculs, but most of the supply has been obtained 
from the Hongkong Refineries. 

‘Total Importation for 1897 is y89,000 piculs as 
against 678,000 piculs for 1895. 

Prices have remained fairly steady with an ad- 
vance in some kinds towards the close, 

SuipetnG.—The Tables publisted of foreign 
shipping show a decreased tonnage as compared 
with last year but are somewhat misleadir 
cause a laige proportion of the for 

ow carried in Japanese vessels, sa 


a fortuightly line to and from Europe. 

























a monthly, ‘ Bombay. 
” ” Australia, 
” ” Seattle. 

a weekly » —» — Shangi 





all large steamers which, if included, would enors 
mously increase the published figures, Besides 
this, in 1896 @ number of foreign vessels were 
under chatter to Japanese and employed in the 
Coast trade, so swelling the figures for that year 
whilst 1897 has but very few additions on this 
score, 

Rattways.—The extension of 
Railway system steadily continues 
al present 1,594 miles of new line under construc- 

n of which 612 miles are Government and 982 
miles private undertakings, 

The doubling of the Tokaido Railway has now 
been carmestly taken in hand but, owing to the 
gteal number of tunnels and long bridges to be 
built, will take a good while yet before heing come 
pleted, the only sections wi ble track now 
working being Tokyo-Yukohama and Ovamac 
Numadzu on the eastern and Kobe-O.aka, Suita- 
Kyoto and Kyoto-Otani on the western secti 

Yoxouama Dock Co.—The first of the Three 
Diy Docks eventually to be built was opened 





the Japanese 
and there are 























on April 26th, 1897, and received up to the end of 
the year 31 steamers and 4 sailing vessels, of which 
two steamers and one sailing vesvel were foreign 
This dock can take iu vessels wp to 4,000 tons te 
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gister, and should prove of great benefit to s! 
requiting docking here as the Yokost 
no longer available to meschant shipping. The 
work on the second basin is being tapidly pushed 
will probably be completed before 

is year. 
jour.—All cost of labour has g up greatly 
the year, and charges for landing, storing 
and handling goods generally are on a far higher 

scale than formerly, 
AvcTion Saces.—The Chamber of Commerce 
has bad a complaint from one of its members arto 
fair competition 
ht to the hammer 
variably controlled by 
terested in the special 
article sold, who boycott any other buyer ; and this 
ation with the Yokohama 











































‘These show a slight inc 
which has been made use of to grant 
ty tothe Secretary, The balance of funds i 
hand on December 31st is yen 344.72. ‘Thanks 

e due te Messrs. A: S. Garfit and P.C. Pots for 









of 





um 
members in the beg year, as already 
mentioned in the last annual report, two move 
firms joined the Chamber during 1897 bringing 
the eumber of members on December 31st up to 
77. Sivce then two members have resigned upon 
tei 30 that mber of mem= 


















at ago, at 75. 
deeply to regret the loss it has 
sustained through the death of two most valued 
members of Committee, Messrs. M. B. Mac- 
pherson, and C. G. Buchanan Dunlop. 
W. B. Watrer, 
Chairman, 
The report was adopted without discu 
the motion of Mc, ABawngim (Bruhl Fitves), 
seconded by Mr. Ropison. 
THE NEED OF HARBOUR REGULATIONS. 
the next item, the election of 
the CHarrman said it had become 
the custom to have vine members of the Com 
tee, who made their own arrangements eg 
to the choice of a Chatman, “They had, as the 
report mentioned, unfortunately lost two members 
—Messis. Macpherson and Dunlop—by death, 




















Me. E. Punt Kitpy (Flint Kilby and Co.) |* 


he thouglt there shoul. be a 

gman on the Committee. 
» Yokohama was so large that it would be 
advisable to introduce some gentleman connected 
with that interest—Mvr, Woolley, for example—on 
that Committee, Iu the case that was now being 
heard before the Consul it had been n 
there were 110 proper harbour cegulati 
an anomaly that in a port of the size of Yokohama 
there should he no harbour regulations in force, 
and he thought that if that Chamber took the 
it would have the support of the whole 
shinpi Neat). 

The Caairwan said it was wo doubt very desi- 
able that harbour tegulations should be adopted 
by the Japanese Government, ‘They had seen 

1 tie last few weeks owing to the want of ve. 

ns and of a harbour master, that a very 
witable collision bad occured, and such a 
A they mighte 









































rs y 
‘ance to the haibour completely 
at the 


stopped by a large steamer coming to grit 
breakwater entrance. The Chi 

year, through its correspondence with the Japan- 
ese Chamber and also with the Commissi 






















would suggest that while electing 
Committee to represent the shipping interest it 
would also be well to get a geutleman represent 

te There were often ques- 
is advice would be very 





he should be absent fiom Yukohama 
during this year. 2 
THE COMMITTEI 

The ballot for Committee resulted as fol- 
lows:—Mr. W. B. ell, Mr. J. Stiven Me. 
E. Flint Kilby, Mr. He Holm, Mr. R. D. 
sets Mr, Alired Woolley, Mr. Geo. ‘Mitatceone 

Mr. J. D. Hutchison, and Mr. |. P. Mollison. 

THE NEW CaTTY, 

Mr, Mottison said he wished to bring a matter 
forward. ight seem a small matter, but he 
thougt 
To th 
the catty m 
“the Japanese 
French metric system or 






















weight of 600 grammes of the 


o Ibs,” 


gle 


It was | Ch: 





Z per cent less than the catty that had heen in 
use from time immemorial, which was 1.3333 Ibs. 
He believe this original catly measure was im- 
potted tiom China; it was a measure that had 
always been used; and the alteration was likely 
to lead to frict He thought they would ail 
prefer that the old catty should be preserved. It 
might be a difficult question, now it had been 
settled, to reopen, but be thought it was worth 
the attention of the Chamber of Commerce, aud 
that it should be taken up by the incoming Com- 
mittee, 

‘The Cuarruan s: 
Mr. Mollison for bi 
point, and a point 
eoked or which had not been brought before them. 
The present picul was 133.33 Ibs., and presented no 
Seely 2.27 as pro- 
their calculations more or 











ndebted to 






d they were all 















jd 
-|fece and appeared to him likely to lead to much 


inconvenience. What the object of the alteration 
was he could hardly divine, and as far as he knew 
they would all regret a change in the weights 
which had been so convenient both to Japanese 
and foreigners. He hoped this matter would have 
the early altention of the incoming Committee. 

Mr. Hows (Illies & Co.) said the matter was 
not anew one, and the attention of the authorities 
in Tokyo lind been drawn to it. 

Mr. Moutisow said he had some communica- 
tion with Mr, Keil and also with Sir E. Satow on 
the matter, The latterregretted that the question 
had not been brought up before, as it would be 
very difficult to get the standard altered now, 
His suggestion was that they should place 
themselves in communication with the Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce, and also that the Kobe 
Chamber should place itself in communication 
with the Japanese mber in that port, with a 
view to petit inisters that the old picul 
should be retained. The new standard had ap- 
parently been setiled by inte nal agreemen 
and he presumed that it would have to be altered, 
if at all, inthe same why, It would be rather 
umbrous proceeding, but he thought they ought 
'o take it up. 

‘The CuatrMan: As I understand it this is 
the weight to be adopted for the calculation of 
duties. 

Mr. Motiison: I don’t understand so at all, I 
lerstand it is the weight for commerce 
enerally. 

Mr. Fuint Kizsy: Yes, I think it 
new standard weight. 



























8 is the 
It is based on the metric 


R| system, and equal to Goo grammes, 


The CHAIRMAN: It is a question which should 
have the earnest attention of the Committee, and 
T have no doubt that a little discussion with the 
Japanese Chamber on the subject will lead to a 
lerstanding. The Japanese 
amber has shown itself of late well disposed and 
us of entering into friendly relation’s wish 
the Vokohama Chamber, and I hope the incon 
Committee will is way ending these 
relations, which will be likely to lead to a still 
more cordial fecling between the two bodies — 
(Hear, hear). 

THE CANADIAN MALI 

M1. MOLLIson introduced a short discussion on 
the subject of the Vancouver mails, He said he 
aster had notified that 
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noticed that the Kobe pa 





would be delivered six days quicker in England. 
He had asked Mr. Payne and had communicated 
with the Post Master on the subject; and he was 
told that there the Postal Guide, 
published in Jap: ference to the mat- 
ter. He wondered if had received 
ny positive information on the subject, He be- 
jeved the system was to have come in force from 
January of this year, according to the notification 
of the Kobe postm ia 

The Cuatuman: The Chamber has received, 
as far as I know, no i tion, oT may be 
mistaken; I cannot say exactly, as the *Sece 
retary i t There was*a notice which 
appeared in one of the Yokohama papers to the 
effect that the change had been made. There 
is mo doubt that the transmission of mails by 
way of Montreal only instead of proceeding 
rom Montreal to New Yorke and taking the stea- 
(which are so very much quicker 
) boats)—I say this system of 







































ing back the mails at Montreal has caused 
very considerable delay; and 
to be desired 





very much 
that the change, it has not 
wld be made very prompt. 
rd that when Mr. Mollison 
was in England he took some trouble to call the 
atte of the British Government to the delay 
which has occurred in this manner, and I hope 
that his tepresentation may have borne fruit; aud, 

















B|was on the 





jo longer siffer this loss of 
Members of this Chamber have be 
customed, in order to ensure the prompt 
of letters, to send their correspondence to their 
agents in New York to be reposted there ; and 
these letters have arrived sometimes four, some- 
times five, sometimes six days in front of the 
mails delayed at Moutreal 

Mr. MoLuison said it 
was in England he wrote aletter to the Manchester 
Guardian'on the subject. and. took 
Sir E; Satow saw this letter, and made it the sub- 
ject of a despatch to Lord Salisbury; and the 
latest despich stated that it had been arranged. 
Sir E. Satow, however, had had no official intim: 
tion from the Post Office. He thought that the 
Chamber should'approach the Post Office direct, 

The Cuatrman: No doubt it will have the early 
sition of the gentlemen forming the new Com- 
ittee. 
























VOTE OF THANKS. 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman for his services during the year, on the 
proposition of Mr. RoBison. 








THE *‘ BORNEO" COLLISION. 


gS 
COURT OF INQUIRY. 

A Court of Inquiry into the collision between 
the P. & O, steamer Borneo and the Japan- 
ese steamer Wayo Maru, of Kobe, was opened on 
Monday morning at H.B.M.'s Consulate, Yoko- 

mes Troup, Esq., Consul-General 
and the following three assessois:—Captain Pare 
sous, of the British ship Cowrie, Captain Porter, of 
the British ship Benalder, and Captain Scott, of 
the Pakhos. 

Mr, J. F. Lowder appeared on belialf of the 
master, first and second mates, and the crew of 
the Borneo. Mr. A. B. Walford represented the 
owners of the Wayo Maru. 

Capt Lyons, of the Borneo, stated that while in 
Yokohama Harbour his vessel was lying at the 
Pier. ‘They left the Pier on the outward journey 
at 6.24 am, on the morning of the 20th February. 
The hands were turned out at 6.15, and witness 
went on the bridge and the ship was got clear of 
the Rosetta, which was lying close by. When 
clear of the Rosetta he gave the order to go 
ahead slowly, and mancuvred the ship to get 
clear of shipping and buoys, and also to get 
position to pass out of the harbour. ‘The: 
safely passed the buoys and some of the sh 
ping, and were heading towards the entrance 
when from the bridge witness saw the Ways Maru 
and also the Argyle, The Argyle was at anchor ; 
the Wayé Maru was about three points before the 
starboard beam, Witness at first supposed that 























the latter was at anchor, as he did not 
think it possible fora minute that any ship 
would attempt to come into the harbour as 


he was coming out; but the chief officer in- 
formed him she was under way. Witness 
immediately ordered the siren to be blown a pro- 
longed blast to attract her attention, Seeing then 
that she was still coming at a very high rate of 
speed he ordered a shost blast to be blown on the 
steam whistle to indicate that he was directing his 
course to starboard, Being close to the Caer- 
marthenshire—so close that the chief officer, who 
idge at the time, told him of the 
factehe could not of course go astern or drop 
anchor, ‘The engines were going dead slow 
the whole time—just enongh to give steerage way. 
Tt was blowing hard from the north-north-west ; 
the ship wi —in ballast in fact, and 
very high out of the water, and consequently the 

effect on her. Still noti h 





































at which she was, he still ‘did not th 
would actually attempt to enter, Witness could 
not round the end of the breakwater; he 
was too close, When he saw a collision was 
vevitable, and it was impossible to get out of 
the Wayo's way, he rang the engine room tele- 
graph “full spead ahead” two or three times 
(so that the engineer should know it was of great 
importance) with the object of gathering speed in 
order that she should quickly answer her helm, 
put the helm to starboard—for two rea- 
ithe frst place to round the north of the 
breakwater and in the second to receive the blow 
on the quarter in a less vital part. ‘The Wayo 
Maru struck the Borneo with great force, and, re- 
bounding, struck her a second time. He thought 
they must be sinking, and therefore headed to- 
wards the beach, but, the chief officer reporting 
that they had made no water, he cast anchor out- 
side the breakwater. 
By Mr. Lowder—The number of the Borneo’ 

cipw.alltold was 112; there were five officers 
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the carpenter, and boatswain, six able seamen, 
and 24 Lascars; the rest in the engine room 
and steward’s department. At the time of the 
coll » the Chief Officer was on the bridge 
with witness; the second officer at the stern at 
his station to see the propeller kept cleat; supe: 
numeraty second officer on the forecastle head ; 
the third officer at the gangway on the hurricane 
deck on the port side; the fourth officer at the 
telegraph on the bridge; the carpenter attend 
the windlass; and the boatswain under the super: 
numerary second officer on the forecastle head, 
One A.B. was on the look out; one on the chains ; 
one at the bridge; one on the after part of the 
harricane deck to pass the word; and one the 
poop under the second officer. He had prepared a 
sketch of the Borneo’s course fionva Japanese chart 
corrected to 1897 ; the sketch showed the positions 
of ships and buoys inthe harbour, It also gave 
the course of the Wayo Maru. When he first blew 
the siren the Borneo was abreast of the Caer+ 
marthenshire. Up to that time he had been on the 
port heli practically the whole time making 
toward theentrance. He did not starboard the 
























helm until the Wayo was almost into the 
Borne The actual distance between the 
two light houses of the breakwater was 


800 feet. The width of the practicable channel 
under the circumstances that morning would be 
at the very outside 500 feet, in view of the wind 
that was blowing and the light condition of the 
Borneo. His original object was to pass the break= 
water as near as possible to the southern light- 
house. If he had gone more to starboard instead 
of to port he would have crossed the Wayo’s bow ; 
if he had put the helm hard apart he would have 
fouled the breakwaters if he had stopped he would 
have “sagged " down on the shipping ; if he had 
gone astern he would have run into the Caermar- 
thenshire and a German ship. He did wot think 
any manoeuvre could have been made on the part 
of the Borneo, to avoid the collision ot lessen its 
force, more than was actually done. 

By Mr. Walford: The distances in his sketch 
were approximate; they were guessed as neatly 
as possible. He did not see the Wayo till they 
were abreast of the Caermarthenshire; his sketch 
of the course of the Wayc was approximate, 

he only signal he heard from the Wayo was 
just before she struck; he then heard one faint 
whistle. He did not hear her signal that she was 
going astern. He thought she was going at quite 
eight knots when she was making for the break- 
water entrance. She had not stopped when she 
struck the Borneo. The Borneo had just gathered 
speed enough to answer her hel en he first 
led the whistle he never dreamed for a moment 
that the Wayo was going to enter the breakwater 
as the Borneo was coming out. He could nut pass 
her on her stern on account of the breakwate: 

By Mr. Lowder—He could lave done noth 
in the harbour with shipping on all sides. The 
Argyle was heaving up her anchor to enter at the 
lime witness was about to leave, but on seeing the 
position she let her anchor go again. The bow of 
the Wayo alter the collision was much twisted 
round towards the starboard side. Witness 
gathered that she was going at eight knots an 
Nour from the terrible blow she hit the Borneo; 
the injury to her bows showed that she strack 
with great force. 

By the Court: When he blew the first short 
blast he estimated the distance of the Wayo Maru 
at three quarters of a mile. 

‘The Court then adjourned for tiffin. 

On resuming the log of the Borneo was put in, 

Jolin Ferguson, first officer of the Borneo, was 


















































called, He said he had been at sea 22 years, 
and had held a master’s certificate since 1894 
The log of the Borneo was in his wri 





He had been in Japanese waters off and on 
ever since he had been at sea, He jhad never 
known two vessels try to pass the harbour 
mouth at the same time: it would be dangerous. 
If he were entering a harbour and saw a ship 
leaving it he should either ease down or stop. 
The sketches which had been put into court 
represented the actual positio as nearly as 
could bee When he first sighted the Wayo she 
was about three quarters of a mile away. She 
was coming at such speed that it was neces- 
sary to blow the siren, although that signal was 
not ordered by the regulations, ‘This blast 
could not mistaken for a short blast, The 
Wayo did not reduce her speed, and a short 
hlast_ was sounded. The Borneo was thew 
between the Caermarthenshire aud the German 
ship Erato. There would be about a ship's length 
Letween these two vessels, Just afterwards he 
saw the Wayo passing under the stern of the 
Argyle—w the westward of her, Had she kept 























tothe westward afterwards the Wayo might 
have avoided the cullision, but she changed 
her couse just’ before the collision, Tf the 





Borneo ad stopped at this time she would have 
dritted on to the Caermarthenshire; the same 
consequence would have followed if she had 
gone asten; if she had gone to starboard she 
would have collided with the Wayo: and 
if hard to port she would have fouled the Erato 
and the breakwater, There was no other mau- 
ceuvre, beyond what was done, to avoid the 
collision or lessen its force. Everything possible 
was done, Witness should judge, by the wash 
at the Wayo's bows, that she was going at least 
eight or nine knots an hour prior to the collision ; 
at the actual time of striking she was going 
at six to eight knots, She struck the Borneo and 
rebounded, struck her a second time and ree 
bounded, and then bumped hee a thiid time. 
Witness saw her stiike twice. he Borneo was 
struck in the strongest part of the ship, and in his 
opinion the damage done could not have been 
effected if the Wayo Wad been going at two o 
three knots an hour, It was quite impossible that 
the Wayo had stopped and teversed before the 
collision, He concluded that from the condition 
of the Wayo's bows. ‘There was no printed rule 
on the matter, but it was generally understood that 
in case of a vessel leaving and a vessel entering a 
hacbour the vessel entering should give way to 
the other, 

By Mr. Walfor: The course of the Wayo in 
the chart was drawn by the commander from 
what the officers of the Borneo saw; it was merely 
an approximate sketch of the course. The Wayo 
Maru wust have changed her course after the 
Borneo's second signal: but witness did not him- 
self see her change it. The position in which she 
was at the time she struck the Borneo could not 
have been produced by the Wayo stopping and 
going astern. 

By the Cout: It was seven minutes between 
the time the Wayo was first observed and the 
time of the colli He thought he heard faintly 
e signal from the Wayo. It might have been 
one, two, or thee blasts—he could not say. He 
saw the steam from the whistle, That was about 
a minute and a half before the collision, and the 
Wayo might have been then about a ship's length 
aud a half from thi 

‘The Captain of the Borneo, recalled, said be 
ordered the two short blasts given just before the 
collision : but, being in a hurry and standing near 
at hand, he placed Ii don the gear and put 
the whistle in operation himself. 

James Sims, able seaman, said le was steering 
on the morning of the collision, The Wayo was 
about two ships’ lengths away when the last two 
blasts were given: and then the Captain called out 
to the otber steamer to go astern and called out 
to witness to go hard a starboard, He did so 
and cou dso until they were sttuck. He 
heard uo sigeal from the other steamer, 
ed Gambier, able seaman, said he was on the 
bridge at the time of the collision, He remember- 
ed the Captain giving the order for two short 
blasts just before the collision ; his hand and the 
Captain's were ow the instrument at the same 
lime. ‘The collision tovk place almost immediately 
alterwards. He estimated the speed of the Wayu 
at the time of siriking at nothing under five kuots. 

Henry Byron, second officer of the Borneo, said 
he was statioved on the poop when the coll 
took place. He first sighted the Wayo as they 
were rounding the Caermarthenshire. He put her 
speed then al seven or eight knuts and she ap- 






























































































peared to maintain that speed up to the time 
of the coll He generally corroborated the 
other twa officers evidence as to the signals given 





by the Borneo, but added that immediately before 
heard three blasts, very faint, from 














the collision ty 
the Wayo. 

Clinton, Edward Dormer Trelawney, super: 
numerary second officer of the Borneo, said 
he was stationed on the forecastle head, He 
thought the Wayo slowed down alittle 
just before the collision, but nothing very 
perceptible. He heard the Wayé give one short 
blast on her whistle very taintly, and three 
other blasts, also very faint, just before she 
collided. The first short blast. was alter the 


second signal of of the Borned. He had seen 
the Lows of the Wuyo since the collisior 
they twisted decidedly to starboard ; that m 
ication that the Wuyo was on 
hela at the tim 
By the Court: Atthe time of the collisi 
Borneo was as near as possible abreast of the nor- 
thern breakwater about 20 feet distant, Tt seem- 
ed to hint that the Wayo struck the Borneo neatly 
at right angles, From what he could judge the 
Borneo way heading 101 theeast at the tine, but he 
could not tell exactly. He surmised that ine Wayo 
must have passed tu the south of the lightship, 
William Arthur Falconer, fourth officer of the 
Borneo, said Ne was stationed on the bridge. He 
gave tie times of the different ordets on the mors 















bisizea by GOOgle 





of the collision showing the ships steuck at 
6 48. He heard one short blast from the Wayo and 
afterwards three short blasts; but unless he had 
seen the steam from the whistle he should not have 
noticed them. The second three blasts were less th: 
a minute before the collision, He did not notice 
any alteration in the course of the Wayo, and very 
little in her speed. He should judge her speed to 
be not under seven knots, and her course to be 
north and west, The Borneo was very close to the 
worthern breakwater. 

‘Thomas Edward Legg, second engineer on the 
Borneo, produced a vecord of the times at which 
the different orders wete received in the engine 
room, 

At the conclusion of his evidence the Court ad- 
journed till 9.30 this morning. i 
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‘The Court reassembled at th ish Con- 


sulate at 9.30 on Tuesday morn 
Walter Kemble T ined by Mr. 
Lowder, deposed—I e ger 
of the Yokohama Engine and Iron Works. We 
ate repairing the Borneo, The damages sustained 
luded 8 plates—two plates below the water I 
d, also three plates in the poop. Internally 

















for 
decks and water tanks broken, beam ends it 
4 hold fractured, also frames damaged, 












damage includes the 
The after damage on s side of poop in- 
cluded, internally, lavatory fit mes, decks 

) and waterway. This was ihe principal dam- 
age. I should say from the damages that the Bor- 
neo had been struck first 


plating and sa 





















to the six plates in 
occurted at the poop, 
Maru, late Bengloe, 1,854 offici ge, 1,758 
gross, 1,183 vet. ‘This 1s fom Lloyd’s Register. 
A ship travelling at the rate of five feet per 
second would strike a blow of 500 tons, taking her 
tonnage at 1,000. I should consider that the 
speed was above 5 feet per second, from the 
damage done, Ihave surveyed the bows of the 
Waye Maru and made a ceport of the damage 
(identified and putin). also made a sketch of 
the bows of the Wayo Maru (tracing of sketch put 

1.) [should say from the damage to the Wayo 
that she must have struck the Borneo al right 
angles. , 

‘To Mr, Walford—I have no sketch of the 
damage to the Borneo, nor a photograph, The 
most lorward of the three blows was the most seri- 
ous, It was.a very heavy blow. The second blow 
was six to eight feet aft. It might have been dou 
by the rebounding or heeling back. ‘The thir. 
impact was sixty lo eighty leet aft of the second 
blow, The third blow was slighter than the second, 
Ii could not have been done by the Borneo strike 
ing the Wayo. ‘The air ports were tom alt, show. 
ing that it was a sliding blow from the stem of 
the Wayo. From the damage done to both ships 
I couctuded that the speed of the Wayo was over 
five feet per second, I did not take into cousider- 
ation the speed the Borneo was travelling. 
wano Sotaro, master of the Wayo Maru, ex- 
amined by the Cout, deposed that the ste: 
belonged to Hyogo; on the 20th Feb, she arrive 
ed at this port from Hyogo and passed the Hon 
moku Lightship at 6.2 am. He passed the 
lightship on the north side, about 4 to § cables 
off when abe Fiom that point he steered 
W.N. 2 points. He was steering direct for 
the ted lighthouse at the entrance to the ha 
bour, Before artiving atthe entrance he 
not pass by any other ship, He saw.a ship 
at anchor, and passed on the south He 
did not alter his couse to pass the ship; it was 
not in his way, Alter passing the ship at anchor 
he altered his couse, about two cables from 
the white light. He changed the course half 
@ point to starboard, so as just to clear inside, 
the ted lighthouse. He first saw a ste: 
about to leave the pier at 6.25 He was 
then in the position marked on the chau! 
blew a long blast on the whistl A little 
on he saw the steamer in motion leavi 



















































































pier, He was then going a little over two 
nautical miles an hour, He continued that 
course till 6 424; a6 43 he reversed hh 





goastern, ‘The other ship was then slightly ahead 
of the position marked on the chart when the 
bowol the Wayo Maru turned slightly to sta: board, 
The Borneo then came on in front and struck the 
Wayo The Borneo had a good deal of speed on and 
the wind caught her and she drifted on to the bow 
of the Wayo Maru. ‘he Borneo bore to the lett, 
and was going at full speed, Ie did not know 
at the moment the Borneo struck whether the Wayo 
Maru \ pped or uot. The Wayo Maru re- 
bounded and then steuck the Borneo again slightly. 
The Borneo then made a curve to the worth, Wit- 














mess was steering for the northern side of the 
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harbour entrance because the harbour inside there 
was less crowded. When he saw the Borneo 
leaving the pier witness could not tell whether he 
would be able to get inside the harbour before the 
Borneo veached the nce. Until he reached 
between the positions marked D. and E. he could 
not tell what the Borneo was doing. He heard 
a short blast from the Borneo’s whistle: he did not 
hear a long blast from the syren, He thought 
the whistle meant that the Borneo was going to 
the starboard. He thought the Bornev was coming 
out ofthe harbour; her fore stay-sail was up. He 
afterward the Borneo's 
whistle: rather mote than four utes after the 
first. He understood that to mean that the 
Borneo was altering her course to port. Wit- 
ness had been command of steamers for ten 
years, He had seen local regulations with ree 
gard to Yokohama harbor He did not know 
of the practice of a ship entering a harbour 
waiting for a vessel. going out. On mak- 
ing the port he began to slow down the en 
es at the lights! He stopped for daylight 
about 25 minutes before coming to the lightshi 
‘The Waye did not au full speed belore enter. 
ne harbour, O lightship he was 



































® ” 
force 2t0§. ‘The Ways was fully la 
between reversing the engi 





about 2 minutes. After the first impact of the colli- 
Theton- 
Tt was a 


sion her engines were still going astern. 
nage of the Mayo Maru was 1,173 tons. 
little more than 2 minut efore the coll 
he heard the two blasts from the Borneo's whistle. 
He thought to pass the Borneo post to port. 
To Mc. Walford—He took a bearing at 5 50 
at the lightship. He ~ever went 
fe lightship on entering the harbour. 
iig the first blast of the Borneo he replied 
with one blast and altered his course slighty to 
starboard, He could see about half the hull ofthe 
Borneo though the entrance. The Borneo was then 
distant about half a knot from the Wayo Maru. 
He heard « shout from the Borneo less than a 
minute before the collision, ‘This occurred at 
6.45. When he heard the two whistles he 
gave the order to go full speed astern, At the 
lime of the collision some speed had been taken 
off the ship ; he could not say if she was still going 
ahead. He thought it was the Borneo's swering 
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ceeded at 5.32, stopped again at 5.40, and went 
on again, very slowly, at 5.55. ‘They were making 
about 28 or 30 revolutions to the 1 
telegraph was indicating slow. ‘They 
at that speed until near the harbour 
an apprentice told him he could 
down a little, and he reduced 

two or three revolutions, 
reversed about 6 43. 






when 
slack 
pethaps 
The engines were 
The order was given by 
the telegraph and lie causied it out immediately. 
The d 





engines — continue versed about 5 
tes. Before 5.25 the number of tevolutions 
had been about 32. About two minutes after 
the teversal cf the engines he felt the collision, 
‘The pitch of the propeller was 20 feet. 

Captain Lyons, recalled, deposed that the num: 
ber of his certificate was 04710, ‘The number of 
passengers they had on board was All his 
orders were prumpily obeyed, 

The master of the Wayo recalled at his own re- 
quest supplemented his evidence to the effect that 
in his evidence he had refetved to the regulation ree 
garding navigation in nariow channels, where the 
ship had to keep the starboard side. He wi 
it to be woticed that he was aware of this 1ule, 
No. 25. 

Oshio Iyosaburo, chief officer of the Wayo Maru, 
testified that he was on duty at the forecustle head 
at the time of the collision, The Wayo passed the 
Argyll outside the harbour about 6.30, passing 
south of her, about two or three cables distance, 
Alter the collision witness took a bearing of the 
position of the Argyll, which was lying East by 
South of the place where the Wayo Maru was ave 
chored. When he took the observation he saw the 
Argyli over the north breakwater, ‘The position 
of the white lighthouse was S.E., 7 deg. E. from 
where the Wayo, anchored. ‘Ihe deviation of the 
compass wast deg. W. The bearings of the buoy 
from the Wayo was E.7 deg.S. He took the 
bearings a litile after 7 am, in the 2oth Feb, The 
Wayo was leading N.N.W. 

To Mr. Lowder—When witness took the bear- 

the Argyll was hea northerly; he 
did not take any special notice. The wind was 
from the north. He took the bearing at that time 
because the Borneo had gone in that divection 
and anchored, and for future relerence, He knew 
of the ge to the Wayo Maré then; she 
was leaking; orders were given tu the crew to 











ne. 









































round to the left which caused the second impact. 
There was no third blow. 
At this point-an adjomn 
tiffin, 
Wh 
tiffin: 


wt was made for 





» the Court resumed the enquiry after 








ping that he was coming 
tions there was one requiring a vessel coms 
to steer due west lor two cables inside 
nts of the entrance, inside the harbour. 
‘The place of collision was outside the harbour 
He had in view this regulation, ‘The times thai 
had given in his evidence as having taken cere 
steps were taken from a clock hanging up and 
ten down by the second officer. Rule No. 19 
of the Regulat for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
was in his id when entering theharbour, ‘This 
provided that if two ships were crossing their 
courses in a way likely to cause a collision, the 




































side shall keep out of the way. He also had ile 
21 inhis mind, ‘The latter was that when one of 
s must avoid the other, the other must 
kerp her course and speed. 
‘Yo the Cout—When 
blasts st 
the fairwa; 
Hirai Shokichi, second officer of the Wayo 
Maru, examined by the Court, deposed that 
on the morning of the 20th February he was 
on watch at 545 a.m. The ship was the 
hove to. At 550 they got under way and pro- 
ceeded ‘‘slow” by the telegraph, starting at 
knots in hour and continued at the same speed till 
they went astern. Witness was on the bridge, and 
at about 625 saw the Borneo at the pier flying 
the blue peter. He heard a short whistle fiom the 








the Borneo blew ter 
was alittle (o the north of the centre of 











“ 














Bornro alter she left the pier anda fittle over 4 
minutes afler two blasts. At that time the Borneo 
near the mouth of the harbs The two 





s were blown, it might be, a little over two 
tes before the collision, When the two 
whistles were heard the Captain of the Wayo gave 
the order “full speed astern,” The two vessels 
struck twice; tt je severely, and then 
Borneo. The Borneo 
of the Wayo, going to port. 
chi, chief engineer of the 
Wayo Maru, testified that he was on duty in the 
engine room of the steamer on the morning of the 


2oth Feb, They stopped Co mn. ole 
ed by GOOITe 














which had the other on her own starboard | bi 


go to the boat stations. It was after seven 
when he took the bearings but lie did not remem. 
ber exactly. The Argyll followed the Wayo 
ito the harbour very son, bat witness was ene 
gaged in other work and did not notice at what 
time, The Argyll was not getting up her anchor 
when he took his obsetvatio He had time to 
take the bearing after coming to anchor before 
the Argyll was under way. 

Captain Lyons, recalled,—It was reported tome 
by the Captain of the Avgy/i that he was heaving 
uph as going through 

He might of course have 
diopped i He believed that the Argyll 
was inside the harbour when the Borneo came to 
anchor; she was certainly under way. 

The Court then e id 
decl 
ing: 














ding at about 8 45 p.m 
FINDING, 
Altera prelude setting forth the ciccumstances 
h 





that the other vessel (the Wayo Maru) attempted 
to enter the harbour in the direction in which she 
did, ata high sate of speed, while the Borneo was 
ined by the shipping and the breakwater in 
g out of the har 

ne master of the Borneo, Fuzhugh C. A. Lyon, 
appears to have navigated lhis vessel in a seam: 
like manner and when a casualty was inevitable 
to have done everytl his power to mitigate 
it’ The conduct of the officers and crew appears 
to have been satisfactory and proper discipline 
mainta ‘The expenses of the Court were 
fixed at £16.4.9, which weve approved aud must be 
paid by the master, F.C. A. Lyon, as one of the 
parties thereto, 

The Court then rose. 



























A SHIP'S COMPANP. 
Velmt 

Iv H.B.M.’s Consular Cor 
morning, before Mr, James 1 
ral and Ansistant-Judge, the chai 
preferred by Squire St 
Amarapoora, \yi 
t Johannes W. Karston aga 











ton Wednesday 
. Cousul-Gene- 










came up for 





f 
F. J. Lowder appeared for the complainant 
who stated that words passed between him and 
Karston, who was second engineer, and Karstop 








d against the chief e: 


hit him on the jaw, threw him down, and jumped 








nN complainant denied that 
he had challenged defendant to fight because de- 
fendant had refused him leave of absence. 

Defendant—Did you say several times that you 
wanted to put ahead on me (meaning to knock 
me down)? 

Complainant—Not 1; I shouldn't be so silly as 
to go for a man twice my size, 

Wiliam Weatherall, chief officer, said he heard 
a dist: bance, and found defendant on top of the 
complainant on No, 3 hatch, ‘The defendant was 
punching complainant about the head and face. 
Witness got hold of him by the collar and drag- 
ged him off, 

Cross-examined == He did not see the third 
engineer take off his coat and challenge defendant 
to fight. 

Defendant asked for an adjournment 
principal witness, the chief eng: 
could not attend. 

His Hono 




















as his 
, was ill and 














believe there is a charge 
ineer for being absent with- 





out leave. 

Captain Cameron—Yes; but he came on board 
stnight, This morning he was too ill to come 
‘on shore. 

His Honour—What is the nature of his illness? 

‘The Captain—I believe he is suffering from the 
effects of drink. 

His Honour—Well, I adjourn the case till to- 
morrow. I suppose 24 hou sufficient to ree 
cover from the effects of drink, 

Defendant—I don't k so, your Honour, 

His Honour—Then it must be very bad. 
any rate 48 hours will do. 

Eventually, for the convenience of the solicitor, 
the case was adjourned till Monday. 














At 











john Nesbit, Loilermaker on the sameship, was 
then changed with refusing duty and unlawful 
ueglest of duty from March 8h te Maich asth, 

‘The Captain stated that he received compl: 
from the second officer that defendant declined to 
obey his orders, Witness spoke to defendant, 
but the latter said he would take orders from 
no one but the chief engineer. 

Mr. Karston, the second engineer, gave similar 
evidence, 

Mr. Weatherall, the chief officer, was called for 
the defence, and said he heard the chief e 
say to the defendant on March 8th that he had 1 
more work for defendant to do just then, that t 


























before this case was brought into Court, 


would ‘boss defendant, and give him all his 
orders, 

George Thomas Bright, the second officer, gave 
similar evidence, 

The Captain said it was the recognised thing 
that the second engineer was the exe 
and that the other men e under hi: 

Karston, recalled, said the chief engineer 
had never mentioned to him anything about re- 
leasing the boiler-maker fromduty. He had, how- 
ever, told witness that he was to give orders to 
the men under him according to his discretion. 
The chief engineer was now. suffering from the 
effects of drink. 

His Honour (to defendant)—Teehnically you 
may be guilty, but it is clear by the evidence that 
this is brought on you by the chief engineer 
giving contradictory orders. T think the captain 
ought to have enquived into that part of the matter 
don’t 
Punish you forthe chief engineer's 
giving these contradictory orders. The evidence 
shows that at the present time he is i i 
and I think that as a question of disci; 
isa matter for the captain to engu 
are discharged. I am told the owner of ti ip 
i court, and I should like to see him in my 

room. 















































PRINCE HENRY AT HONGKONG. 


pita cans 

The China Mail of the 8th inst. contains the 
following account of the landing of Prince 
Henry at Hongkong :— 

About half-past seven o'clock this morning, the 
German warships Deutschland and Geflon arrived in 
the harbour, from Singapore, which port they left on 
Monday, 28th February. I'he vessels remained outside 
the man-of-war anchorage until eight o'clock, when the 
Deutschland, catrying the flag of Prince Henry in his 
capacity of Admiral, saluted the port, and afterwards 
the American flag, and the Commodore, on board the 
Tamar. After the salutes had been returned, the wat 
vessels proceeded to the man.of-war anchorage, 

The Deutschland is a weird-looking central battery 
battleship, having the appearance of a slice out of the 
battlements of some ancient castle. She was built at 
Poplar in 1874, at a cost of £412,022, from the design 
of Sir E. J. Reid, but a recent reconstruction has com- 














pletely altered her original appearance, She stands 





* each si 


300 


high out of the water and her width is disproportion” 
ate to her length, so far as shapeliness is concerned, 
her dimensions being : length 280 ft., beam 62 ft. gin. 
and mean draught 24ft. in. Although of 7,319 metric 
tons displacement her normal coal supply 's only 710 
tons, her speed design being for 14.5 knots and her en- 
gines of s,960 indicated horsepower. Her armament has 
been bronght up to date, and consists of eight 10.2 in. 
guns, seven Sy in. guns, nine 3.4 qnick-firers, twelve 
machine guns, and two light guns, whilst she carries 
five torpedo tubes. ‘The original heavy rig has all 
gone, and there are now two light fighting masts, fore 
and main, with a movable mizzen for signalling pur- 
poses that is not at present up. The cabin accom. 
Iodation is most sumptuous, and the wardroom is a 
luxurious apartment, white panelled, with elaborate 
brass electric light fi A large photograph of the 
Kaiser, with his father and grandfather hanging on 
is one of the prominent features of this 
apartment. On the opposite wall hang the two cele- 
brated allegorical pictures of Wilhelm Il., with a pen- 
cilled autograph inscription on each, ““Meiner Panzor- 
schiffe Deutschland, Wilhelm K, and.” These were 
presented to the ship by the Kaiser when she left Kiel 
Where is also au autograph porirait presented by the 
Princess Irene. The Prince’s cabins occupy the 
afierpart of the ironclad, a good-sized dining-room, 
with a large drawing-room cabin opening into it. 
Both have white-wood furniture, very nice, but with 
no special splendour about them. 

‘The Gefion is quite a modern deck-protected 
second class twin screw cruiser, and was launched in 
1893 at Schicbau. Elbi he is of 4207 metric tons 
displacement, and her dimensions are; length grafts 
6i nd beam 48ft. Sin, Her engines of 9,000 in 
ted horse power are capable of propelling her at 
knots per hour, she has a coal capacity 
ofgso tons. The armament of the Gefion consists of 
eight §9 in, guns, ten 4.1 in. quick-firers, six 1.9 
in guns, two machine guns and two torpedo tubes, 

The Singapore papers speak of the Cefon as a 
“ musical man of war,” for, whether fore or aft, 
whether on deck or below, one hears the sounds of 
music, A cottespondent to the Straits Times writes ; 
‘There are four pianos on board. One of them 

nother in the gun room, a 
third is for the sailors, and the fourth is placed for 
the use of the stokers. All on board take their 
place in turn, and the consequence is that where 
ever you go you hear the sound of music.” 















































di 
a speed of 20 











is in the ward room 











Prince Henry landed in his official jion as 
Admiral, about half past eleven in the forenoon; and 
paid an official visit to Government House. He 





Vherwards returned to his ship. ‘To-night he dines 


with the German Consut- 








LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 
—+ 
(Bnow tHe Jaray Thame’) 

_ _ RUSSIA’S PREPARATIONS. 
HUGE EXPENDITURE ON WARSHIPS. 
London, March 11. 
A Russian Imperial Ukase has been 
issued ordaining an extraordinary ex- 
penditure of ninety million roubles in the 
construction of warships. 
THE CRISIS IN THE FAR EAST. 
SIGNIFICANT ARTICLE IN ‘THE TIMES.” 
The Times iv a leading article, says that 
never since the Crimean war have the 
British people been less disposed to brook 
tamely the infringement of their just 
rights in any quarter. They are con- 
vinced of the justice of their cause and the 
magnitude of the issues both in China and 
West Africa. 


MR. CURZON’S SPEECH ON 
CHINESE AFFAIRS. 
A CORRECTION. 

In his speech in the House of Commons 
on March 3rd, Mr. Curzon said the Chinese 
political concessions to Britain proved 
the friendliness of China and the ability 
of Sir Claude Macdonald, not the loan 
negotiated with the banks as was erro- 
neously stated. 

UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 
RENEWED FEARS AND PANIC: WARLIKE 
PREPARATIONS. 

London, March 14. 

A renewed state of semi-panic prevails 
on the New York Stock Market owing to 
the apprehensions entertained as to the 
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in connection with the Maize explosion. 
Active warlike preparations are proceed- 
ing in both countries. It is officially stat- 
ed at Washington that the Government 
has no knowledge as to the cause of the 
disaster to the Afaine and that no report 
about it has been received. 
THE BOMBAY PLAGUE. 
GENERAL STRIKE. 

A general labour strike has been de- 
clared at Bombay as a protest against the 
plague measures. 

UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 


THE NEW MINISTER’S CORDIAL RECEPTION 
AT THE WHITE HOUSE. 
London, March 15. 

The new Spanish Minister has present- 
ed his credentials to President McKinley 
amid mutual expressions of cordiality and 
the desire for close and friendly relations. 

THE SAFETY OF HONGKONG. 

STATEMENT IN PARLIAMENT. 

Mr. Curzon stated in the House of Com- 
mons that steps were required for the pro- 
per security of Hongkong. The question 
had been occupying the Government for 
some time. 

THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 
REMARKABLE FORCED MARCH OF BRITISH 
TROOPS. 

The British brigade arrived at Berber 
after a march of four days and three 
nights, a remarkable feat. Numbers of 
men wore out their boots and arrived 
barefooted. 

LORD SALISBUBY’S HEALTH. 
ORDERED ABROAD. 

‘The doctors have ordered Lord Salis- 
bury to leave for the Riviera in a week's 
time. Mr. Balfour will conduct the busi- 
ness of the Foreign Office during the Pre- 
mier’s absence. 

END OF THE BOMBAY STRIKE. 

London, March 15. 

The Bombay strikes are at an end, and 
quiet has been restored. 

BARNATO BROTHERS’ PARTNER 
SHOT DEAD. ¢ 

Mr. Woolf Joel, of the firm of Barnato 
Brothers, has been shot dead in his office 
at Johannesberg, by a man named Wer- 
theimer, who had demanded £2,550. 


LORD SALISBURY’S HEALTH. 

The physicians have absolutely for- 
bidden Lord Salisbury to transact any 
business. 

CRICKET IN AUSTRALIA. 

The return match between Stoddart’s 
team and the Australians was won by 
England by seven wickets. 





(Received by the ¥ 
EXCITEMENT IN HONGKONG. 
Shanghai, March to. 

The latest from Hongkong states that 
the situation is regarded there as critical, 
and public excitement is intense. 

THE AMERICAN SQUADRON TO DEMON- 
STRATE IN THE PHILIPPINES. 

The American Squadron staying at 
Hongkong has received orders to proceed 
to Manila, 

PRINCE HENRY OF PRUSSIA. 

Prince Henry of Prussia will stay at 
Hongkong for about four weeks longer. 
RUSSIA APPLYING PRESSURE TO CHINA. 





crisis in the relations with Spain. ‘This is 


due to renewed reports about a as 





Peking, March 11. 
In response lo the counter-request made 
by sol Russia has informed her that if 
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she should fail to give her a definite reply 
by the a6th inst., Russia would adopt the 
last measure open to her. 
ENGLAND'S ATTITUDE. 
Séul, March tt. 
Mr. Jordan, British Consul in Soul, has 
been appointed Minister Resident. 


CHANGE OF KOREA’S ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
RUSSIA. 
Soul, Mar. 12. 

Last night the Cabinet held a council 
and came to the decision to discontinue 
the services of Russian drill instructors 
and the financial ‘adviser. morning 
at five a communication to the above 
effect was sent to the Russian Repre- 
sentative. 


EXAMINATION OF YE CHAI-SUM. 
Soul, March 15. 
The Supreme Court has been opened, 
appointed to examine Ye Chai-sum on the 
charge of complicity in the Kim Hong-muk 
case. 
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TREASURY APPOINTMENT. 

The Vice-Minister of the Treasury has 
been appointed acting Minister of the same 
Department. 

«A FRESH BATCH OF RUSSAIN SOLDIERS 
IN SOUL. 

Over 60 Russian Officers and men ac- 

companied by 70 coolies carrying their 


baggage arrived here yesterday from 
Chemulpho. 
THE OUTLOOK BETWEEN RUSSIA AND 


CHINA. 
Peking, March 16. 

The War Minister and other members 
of the Tsuég-li Yaméu are reported to 
have lately addressed the Throne as to the 
policy they should adopt in the event of 
Russia attepmting to obtain her demands 
by force. The Emperor’s reply was that 
they should strive to minimize the conces- 
sions. Such being the case, China will be 
obliged to agree to the extension of Rus- 
sian railways through Manchuria and the 
lease of Talien-wau. China on her part, 
however, would endeavour to obtain the 
withdrawal of similar concessions in re- 
gard to Port Arthur. 


JAPAN-CHINESE RELATIONS. 

A great change has taken place in the 
feeling of the Chinese Court and people 
towards Japan. Gradually the idea is 
spreading as to the necessity of looking 
to Japan for support. 

































MAIL STEAMERS. 
—— + 
‘THE NEXT MAIL IS DUE 
From Line. Steamer. Date. 

America City of Peking: Su. 

Hongkong co. Venus au 
Hongkong .. Ernest Simons 3 W. Mar. 93 
Hongkong. Em. of Japan Th, Mar. og 
Hongkong €. Rio nico Th. Mar. 3 
America Doric 4 Th. Mar. at 
0 of India Su, Apr. to 
oy Wohengollen WW, Apr t3 





1 Left San Francisco on the grd inst 
® Left Hor 
3 Left Hiingk ng on the agth 



















4 Left San Francisco on the 
THE NEXL MAIL LEAVES 
for Steamer, 
Hongkane yeuzollern 
Hongkong of Peking 
Hongkong Rosetta 
. Venus 


Nagato Maru 










anada, ke Em. of Japan 
Hongkong Rohilla 
Krnest Simons 
‘ Yairo 
r M. Apraat 


of India 


March 19, 1898.) _ 
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CHESS. 
ge 
All Communications to be addressed to the,Cumss Eviion. 


‘The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek 
side. 

The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, Uchi-Saiwai-cho Itchome (next to the Tokyo 
Club). 


Sotution oy Proem No. 360. 
WHITE, BLACK. 
1—Rto B3 1—K takes R 
2—R to Q6 mate 
1—Q takes R (B 3) 
1—Q takes R (B6) ch 
1-Q to Q3 
1-Qto Bs 
1—QOny other 


2—R (B6) to Bg mate’ 
1—K to K4 





2—Q to Q 5 mate 
2—B takes Q mate 
2—R takes Q mate 


a—Rto B § mate 


2—R to K 6 mate 
1—Moves either Kt 
2—R to K 6 mate 
Correct solution received from W.H.S., D.D., 
Miss S., Voila, and W.K, 








Skak-—You overlooked the R (B 6) being pinn- 
ed by the black Qu 
~ Prosuem No. 363. - 
By F, B. Feast, Ediwburgh, 
note 





White to play and mate in two moves, 


Game, No. 371. 
The following is one of the games, recently re- 
ferred to, between Messrs O. Balle and R. A 
Cleland, played in the Dunedin Championship 
Tourney — 

















White--Cleland. Black—Bal 
WHITE, BLACK. WHITE. BLACK 
iP Ky P Ky 9g KtB 5() BeKi! 
2 Kt KB3 Kt OB3 | 10 PxB QRs! 
3BB4  P I8R3(a) | 11 QKa(d) RK 9 sq! 
P Ss xP iz KB+q Kekts! 
5 Kix KtKy  [13BK3 — RxB! 
OBKtz BB 14 PaR KtxPch 
7K Bs PQ3 15 KKtsq KtxQB 
8 Ktx tte P, dis cl(e) 
ch(b) KBsq 16 Resigns(!) 


Notes from the Otago Witness. 

(a) Ibis difficult to discover the purpose of the 
move, and the only thing that can be suggested is 
that it was intended to throw White off his guard 
—which it does. 

(b) A bad move. Something similar may occur 
in the Scotch game, thus :—1—P to K 4, P to K 4; 
a—Kt to K B 3. Kt to Q B33; 3—P to Q4. P 
takes —Kt takes P,B to B 4; 5s—Kt io B 5, 
P to Q4; 6—Kt takes P ch, K to Bsq, and Black 
gets ihe best of it, In the present game the move 
is even worse for White. 

(c) ILg—Kt to R 5, Bto K Kt 5 wins it. 

(d) There seems to be no better move. 

(e) Black has played the end-game in first class 


















le. 
(f) Black mates in five or six moves. 


Tue Rice Gamsir. 

Professor Rice has discovered a gambit within 
a gambit, or, in other words, he sacrifices another 
piece in the 1 
cures an overwhele . ‘The P 
published his gambit with thorough 
Mr. S. Lipschutz. 







ysis by 
‘The general idea is as fol 





lows :— 

1=—PtoK 4 1—P to Ky 
2-PtoK Bq 2—P takes P 
3—Kt to K Bg 3—P to K Kt 4 
j—PwKR4 Y—P to Kt5 
5—Kt to K 5 5—Ktto KB 3 
6-Bio By 6—P 10 QO4 
7—P takes P ~~ 7-Bw Q3 
8—Castles 8--B takes Kt 





Here is where the gu 
plays 9—R to K sq, etc. 
variations, and in several positions White has ouly 
one satisfactory answet, which seems so very un- 
likely that hardly any player, possibly uo one ex= 
cept Professor Rice or Mi. Lipschutz, would find 
he 


White 
e me very many 












Game, No. 372. 
Consuttation Game Prayeo at Hastings. 
SICILIAN DuFENGE. 





White—H. E, Dobell, Ginrer, Black.—M. Janowski. 
Mrs Stevens: 

wwire, BLACK. witTe. BLACK. 
1PKg PQB4 19 R KBeq Kt Bg 
21 QBs PRs 20Q KRg_ RK+q 
3KtB3 PO ai Re Ktsq 
4 PxP Px (ge) QR4 
5P Qs BK3 22 Kt B3(h) © B2 
6 PxP BxP 23 KixP()) RixKt 
7 BQ3(a) Kt KB3 | 24 QxP ch KB-q 
89 a(b) Kt B3 25 Q R8ch K Ke 
9 ORs Castles | 26 RK sqch Kt K6 
10 BRKis_ RK 27 QRych K Qa(k) 
Cis KR BKKis | 28 B Kis ch K Bq 
12 9 Q Bake 29 BxR Ki By 
13 Px Kt Os 30QKy PKK 
14Q Ba Kt Ry 31 B Rg Q 93 
15 OxKt(c) QxBch(a) | 32P Ktg - BOS 
16 Q Kg R3 33 RKBch K B2 
17 OR Ks 34 P B3()  BKy 

(+) RxR(f) 35Q Bach K Kis 

18 RxR QQ 36 G Kis ch Resigns. 





Nores. 
(a) Or, 7—B to Kt 5 ch, followed by castling. 
(b) Ay castling on the queen's side was (oo 

dangerous, this move was useless. 

(c) H1s—Q to Kt 4, Q takes B; 16—Q takes 

Q. Kt takes Pech, &e. 

(d) I) Btakes Q, 16—B takes Q, B takes Ki, 
with a trifling advantage for Black, 
(e) If 17—Ke takes P, Rta K 4, threatening R 

to Kt g. 

(1) The exchange was prompted by Black's de- 
sire to play-Q to Q 7 afterwards. 

(e) A very clever move; it sent the queen out 
of play entirely. 














(hb) If P to Kt 4, Q to R5; 23—K: to B 3, 
an RP, &c. 2 3 ae 
(i) A plucky and wellejudged move. 
have played P to B 3. 
Black has no answer. 





News sy THe Mat. 

There is, says Gunsberg, iv the St. Fames’s 
Gazelle, atime and a season for everything, A 
young player seeks to play matches; an old player, 
Whe bediscrert and wot too conceited, will avoid 
playing matches, especially if he cane i 
chess talents forthe bene fit of the public in other 
directions, M. Janowski recently issued a chal- 
lenge for a match to any player land. A 
however, there are no young players in Kugland, 
the chatlenge was not accepted, In the case of the 
) players there is ouly one way of getting 
them to play a chess match, and that is, for those 
of the public interested in such contests to arrange 
it for them on a profitable basis. 
























According to La Stratégie M. Janowski has 
challenged M. Charousele to play a match for a 
minimum stake of 1 thes. 


The Chess-Editor 1 Times-Democrat, New 
Orleans, is of the opinion that ‘if Lasker had to 
choose between Pillshury and Charousek for the 
easier adversary, he would choose the latter.” 





















The Westminster Gazeite gave this opinion of 
Charousek (winner of the first prize at the Beilin 
Te ment) in 1896:—* We are of the opinion 
since Morphy and Kolisch no more promising 
player has tisen in the chess world than Charou 
sek. We can testily that this opinion was shared 
by all the competitors at the Nuremberg Cou: 
gress, with the exception of one, Lasker, but his 
evidence was somewhat biassed by the fact that he 
fost his game with Charousek. We have so much 
pleasure in recording this fact since the apprecia 
tion of Charonsek’s genius by the large majority 
of the Nuremberg competitors was only a couebo 
tation of our own opinion expressed the very first 
day of the tournament.” 





























PRoBLem CountTerreitina, 

The Canterbury Times (a N. Z. paper) takes 
up the question of counterfeiting problems, and 
illustrates the plan suggested for its supression by 
Mr. S. S, Blackburne, ‘The Times says:—" It 
seems clear therefore that, if problem competitions 
are to have any value, some guarantee for honesty 
and originality must in furme be insisted o J 
we have uot yet seen any better proposals tha 



























that which two of our composers—Me, Blackburne 
Y.Z."—independently made i their 














letters tous last July. ‘These correspondents sug- 
that toumey judges should require every composer 
to send in with his competing position diagrams 
showing his problem in its various stages of evo~ 
lution, from the first conception to the finished 
production,” 

There can be no doubt that th 
might perhaps be effective fo 
very mean kind of frauds, It is hardly to be sup= 
posed, however, that snch frauds are at all com- 
mon among problem composers. On the contrary, 
they are very rare, and it wonld be an insult to 
competitors if problem toutueys to treat them as 
likely to be guilty of such vile conduct, and insist 
upon their furnishing evidence of honesty aud 
originality of work before permitting them to co 
pete in tomneys. Would it not be better to punish 
the guilty when the guilt is proved? To obtain 
4 a problem tourney by means of a 
problem is clearly an offence ag 
Jat the present day it is by no 









































a prize 






an easy i 
out its being detected, especially if it takes a prize 
ina tourney. Moreover, it does not necessarily 
follow that all problems go through the same pro- 
cess of evolution as those put forward by Mr. 
Blackhumne. Ix it not possible that a brilliant 
conception may sou 

inspiration, ay Athena sprang from the head 






















full grown and completely armed? ‘Take 
Morphy’s game:, avd see how many brilliant and 
charming endings were produced by him—not by 





an elaborate system of evol 
of the moi 
of son 
a counterfeit problem should pays 
the ulterer escape punishment than that the insult 
of suspicion should be cast upon the great number 
of honowable men who amuse and delight chess- 
ists by theit ingenious problem compositions, 


tion, but on the spur 
also be so in the case 









Miranpa—THe Orv ann THE New, 
(Tempest, Act 1V.. scene 1.) 
Fair were the match conditions, 
‘The contest withont guile, 
When Ferdinand and Miranda 
Played chess on Prospero’s Ite, 
And still their whispers one can hear, 
‘The sudden scene unturled, 
The soft, ‘You play me false, [ fear,” 
*T would not tor the world !? 
Lucena was not dreamt of th 
Nor Ruy with shaven p: 
* Nor he who left to after men 
‘The famous smothered mate 5 
Chess, in whose naw entangled maze 
scarce # key discovers, 
Was in those eatly, 
A paradise fo e 
‘Then champions, mild as babes new born, 
Pursued ine. privale aids; 
Nor scattered alistic 4 
ou fiends; 
yed without a thought of fame, 
y tecked not of the spoil 5 
The subtle beauty of the game 
Made taplure of its toil ! 
Nay; thus let critics vent their spleen ; 
‘They shall but raise ome mirth ; 
Chess is, as it has ever been, 
oblest game on eatth 
We'll jestake, should born a vew 
Miranda com 
ch her in a 
ne charms 0 
-—C.C. P. e British Chess Magazine 


LATEST SHIPPING. 
eg Pee 
ARRIVALS. ; 
2,540, D. Friele, 12th 
arts, ged March, Mails 















ey 

















‘They 
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Peru, Ametic: 
March,—Hongkong 
Co. 


and Genetal.—P, M. S.S. Co. 
767, Ball, 12th March, 

M. Raspe & Co. 
sly steamer, 1.827, W. H. Weight, 
: Mand, O egor 
General.—D swell C: 
Oceana, Geiman steamer, 1,629, Formos, 14th 

March,—Hamburg_ via ports, Hongkong, 6th 
General.—Simon Evers & Co. 
689, A. Gow, 14th 
. and Tacoma Washi 
!.—Dod well Car 
























British steamer, 1 
March,—Victoria, B.C. 
19'h Feb, Mails and Gene 
& Co. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, H. Bleeker, 

hh March,—Hongkong, 6th” March, Mails 
aud Genetal.—H. Aliens & Co., Nacht, 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, Henry 
Pybus, 1sth March,— Vanco: B.C, 3rd 
March Mails and General.—C » Pacitic 
Railway Co, 
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Rout 


Langbank, British steamer, 2,966, W. J. Row 
T4th 


15. March,—Antwerp via ports, Kobe 

March, G al.—-Sai 1 Samuel & Co. 

Rosetta, reas er, 2,139, E. B. Bishop, r5th 

March,—Hongkong via Nagasaki, and Kobe 

on March, Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. 
0. 

Lennox, British steamer, 2,261, Williamson, 16th 
March,—London and Liver pool via ports, Kobe 
1gth March, General.—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 

Dardanus, British steamer, 2,846, Thos. M. Gre- 
gory, 16th Match,—Liver pool via ports, Kobe, 
15th March, General. —Butterfield & Swire. 

Gaelic, Britis steamer, 2,690, War. Finch, 17th 

isco via Honolulu 14th Mar., 

i O. & O. S.S. Co 

Socotra, British steamer, 3,919, John Paine, 17th 
March,—London via parts, Kobe, 16th March, 
General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Glenearn, British steamer, 1,425, W. Murray, 
18th =March,—Saigon, Rice,— Jardine, Ma- 
thieson & Ci 

Nagete J Hart Bees ese steamer, 1,149, S. Tsuji 

la fb T2th March, 
en Kaisha. 
teamer, 1,970, J. A. Davies, 12th 
pool via ports, Kobe, 17th Mar., 

General.—W. M. Strachan & Co. 


DEPARTURES. 

steamer, 1,981, J. Johnson, 12th 

March,—Moji and” Kuchinotsu,  Ballast.— 
Samuel, Samuel & Co. 

Ceres, Getman steamer, 2,663, Foerck, 12th Mar, 
—Havie and Hamburg via ports, General.— 
Nippon Vusen Kaisha, 

Hashidate Kan, Japanese coast delence vessel, 
4,278, 30 guns, Capt. S. Kamimura, 14th March, 
—Tateyama. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. Fiiele, 15'h 
March,—San Francisco, Mat d Geveral.— 
P.M.S.S. Co. 

Mogul, British steamer, 1,827, W. H. Wright, 
15th March,—Hongkong via’ poits, Mails and 
General.—Dod well Catlill & Co. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, Henry 

ybus, 16th March,—Hongkong via parts, 
Ma pean General.—Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way 

conan, British steamer, 1,688, A. Gow, 16th 
March,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and Gene- 
tals-—Dodwell Carlill 8 Co. 

Melbourne, French steamer, 2,033, D. Duchatean, 
16th March,— Marseilles via ports, Mails and 

eneral.—M, M.S.S. Co. 

Maru, Japanese 


























































Steamer, 1,652, G. W. 
Shanghai via parts, Mails 
s Kaisha, 
Pakhoi, Br er, 1.248, A, Scout, 16h 
March,— ast.—Butter field & Swire, 
Dorothea Rickmer, German steamer, 2499, Hi 








Ds 
Pape, 17th March,—Moji, Ballast.—Sanmel, 
Samuel & Co. 
Cowrie, Bitish steamer, 3,156, S. Parsons, 17th 





March,—Kobe, Oil.—Samuel, Samuel & Co. 
Tokio Maru, Japa ese steamer, 1,360, E. W. Has. 
well, 18h March,—Sydney aud Melbourne via 
ports, March, Mails and General.—Nippon Yur 
sen Kaisha 
Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, Wm 
March—Hongkong via ports, Mails and Gevie- 
ral.—QO. & O.S.S, Co, 
Hohensollern, Geman steamer, 2.376, H. Bleeker, 
via Kobe and Naya 
Mails and General.—H. Aliens & Co., 














18th March,—Hongl 
sali, 








cham Castle, British steamer, 1,923, Jack 

man, 18th March—Kobe, Genetal—Sale and 
Co, 

Oceana, German steamer, 





1,629, Formes, 18th 














March,—Kohe, General:—Simon Evers & Co. 
Akitsushima Kan, Japa 3.150, 19 
guns, Capt. Y. Inouye, 18:h Mar.—Yolcosuka, 
PASSENGERS. 

ARRIVED. 


Per American steamer Peru {vom Hongkong 
«J Beiesland, Mr. H. Breuminger, 
"6 Pace MA Dewhurst, Mrs. Jacob- 
son, Mus. F. Redaway, Mis Chas, Mouchet. Mv. 
G. 'Poullet Osier, Me. and Mrs, Graham, Mrs, 
Westall, Mrs. Paulisen, Capt. J. W. Lee, Me. Geo. 
servant, Me. Schwab, Mr. F. T. Gai 
H. Marshall, Miss Leavitt, Me. Ty 
K. Hidala; in cabin, | For 
San Francisco :—Mr. J. A. A. Hauser, Lieut. W. 
G. Miller, Mrs, Geo. Flood, Master Flood, Mr. 
W. Kerr, Mes. W. Kerr, Miss Kerr, and Mis, 
Leavitt; in cabin, 
Per British 
















Rev. F. 
Davenport, and Mr. 








amer Columbit, from Victoria, 
B.C. via ports:—Mr. and Mv.’ Thos. Skinner 
Mr. Carl Jolinson, and Me, E, M. Barby, in 
cabin; 33 Chinese, 1 Japan sateen age, 











Per British steamer Empress of China from 
Vancouver :—Mr. F, W, Breed, Mr. D. W, Bell, 
Mr, and Mrs, Barnwell Clarke, Mr. Charles de 
La Camp, Me P. A. Hillhouse, Mrs. A. Lancie, 
Mc. W. P. Laurie, Ms. D. G. Lambert, Mrs. | 
Thomas W. Mack, Mc. E. Rogers, Mr, G. St 
bury, Mr. R. Schwab, Mr. Shillito, and Mr, F. | 
Schlusser. 

Per Ger 








an steamer Hohensollern, from Hong- 
kong :—M d Mrs. Max Kaufmann, Mr, 
T. H. Kershaw, Oscar Ritter von Loest, 
cabin; Mr. E. Achilles, Me. A. Chaston, Miss K. | 
Vollner, Miss P. Weise, Mr, A. Hochgrassl, Me. 
Quome Shing Loong, Mr. C. Wolff, and Mr. tl. 

Diake, in second class; one Chinese, third 
3 26 Chinese in deck. | 
PARTBD. 

Per American steamer Peru, for San Francisco: 
—Mr. B.C, Assan, Mrs, B. C. Assan, Mrs. Geo, 
Floo and ourse, Mr. K 
A.A. Hauser, Me. W. Kerr, W. Kerr, Miss 
Ken, Mes. Leavitt, Lieut. W.G. Miller, U:S.N., 
and Mis, Paulisen, in cabin, 

Per British steamer Empress of China for 
Hongkong and pottst—=Count Wydeubiuck, Mr. 
J. Conder, Mrs, PA. V. Atchison, Mr. Geo. Hays, 
Rev. W. H. Hoy, Mr. and Mis. E. B. Shaw, Mr. 
H. L. Chope, Mr. T. Glover, Mr. A. La M 
E. E. Rittenhouse, Mr. N. B. McQueen, M: Geo. | 
Flood, Mr, Adam MacDonald, Rev. A. D.} 
Woodworth, Mr. He Delacamp, and Mr. O. D. | 
Richardson, in cabin, 

Per British steamer Gaelic, for Hongkong via 
Maj. HS, Pinckand, Mrs, H. S. Pinck- 

J. L. Fiood and valet, Miss Blood, Mr. 












ths 










































Walter Fitz, Miss Fritz and ‘maid, Col. G. A. 
Hopkins, Mrs. C. A. Hopkins, Rev. Re H. Wale 
ler, Miss EF. Bot Mi. W. NY | 






Mi. W.N. Crane, 
L. M. Geter. 
Per German steamer Hohenaollern, for Hong- 








kong and ports:—Mr. F, Schuene, Mis, J. C. 
Harland, child and ‘secvant, Mes. Ve. Blad, | 
child and servant, Me, Bo A. Miioster, Mr. and) 


fis. W. B Walter, Mis. Dunlop, child and ser: | 
. Mrs. B. B.S. Edwards, child and servant, 

and Mrs, Thos. Hughes, Mr. Okushima, Ms. 

S. Miyake, Me. Ve Read, Mr. IX. Voss, Me. W 

‘Tyler, Me. B. B. Bisher, Mr. W. Beaune, Mi. H 

Dohrn, N Warming, and Mr. M. 

cab 





















Some sales of yarns have been effected when | 


any coucessions in prices could be obtained. No- | 








thing has been done in grey shittings or in fancy 
cottons and wooll with the exception of afew 
stall transactions in Italians, The market gene- 





vally:is quiets 
COPTOR Piece GOONS. 
er $255 to ads 
her 4.80 to 3.38 
UBL to 2.00 
1.95 to 2.90 










sAfinchess. 








s— Assorted, a4 yards, joimchers, 2°00 t3 3.75 
Cotton—Htalinns ‘nid Salteene Mack, ree vann. 
32 inches ... vo 18} to 025 





WOOLLENS. rane 
$0.40 te 


O35 









Hlaunels 





30 tw o.32h 





0.25 tw o.a7h 


ots tou aa 
0.35 to 0.50 
0.60 t0.0.75 
0.50 100.85 


775 0 9.90 
075 ts 1.00 


4.50 to 1.70 





30 inch 175 '@ at0 
Turkey Reds—3.8 to 4ih, 24/15 yard 

32 inche: 
Vurkey Reds—4.8 to 5th, 24/25 yards, 

32 inches 





‘ago to 2.70 






300 to 3.50 
THOT VATS. ran ricer. 
ns #3850 to 30.50 
41.00 to 43 00 
44,00 to 45.00 
46.00 to 48.00 
St75 to 54.50 
61.00 to 62.00 
75.0010 77.00 
99:00 to 100.00. 
72000 7900 
89.00 to 95.00 
2,00 to 124.00 













+ 2/100, Plai 
<2 /50, Gi 

. 2 80, Gi 
Nos, 2/100, Gi 





RAW COTTON. 





American Middling 
indian Hroach. 
Chinese. 





20.50 to 21.00 
a1 to a1 50 








MKREALS 
Very little business has been travisacted during 


the week and stocks mre accumulating. Dealers 
ave unwilling to purchase except at considerable 
reductions on current quotations, 








© finch, and upward.gis to 4.60 

Hl 420 10 4.50 
3.10 to §.30 
9.20 to 10.50 
600 te 6.50 
+596 10 600 
2.0 to 220 
00 to 5.25 


Rowad and 












Than, He. 4 
Hoop Iron (i to 14 inch). 
terenee 
A fait business has been done on the basis of 
the advance made last week, and the market is 
firm. A cargo of Sumatea oil astived during the 
week by the steamer Nord. 


Amentcan 
R 





42 00 to 2.07 
1.95 to 









Arrivals of Brown at the end of lat werle 
cluded 36,000 piculs of Formosa, and some 13,000 
piculs Manila and China. All the Formosa sorts 
were disposed of at a price slightly below quotas 
tions, Very little doing in White sefined. 








EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 

A lew sales have been made during the week 
on a small scale, total transactions only amounting 
ta 19t boxes. Stock consists of 7,973 boxes. 
Holders“ have in some cases reduced their de- 
mands but buyers for Europe are not disposed to 
do business. Sh its consist of 360 bales for 
Europe ne: Hohensoliern and 35 bales for Ameti- 
ca per Peru. 

















It is NOT A DYE, tut the cojonri 
nd will positive 


NOTE.—Thirty yeure Professir of Hair s 


Laboratory, 
(Late 234, 
PRICES: 28, 6d., 38. 6d., 5s., 









specifics to the Houmurable Benehers uf the Inner Temple. 


GEO. COURTICE & CO,, 


8, Bishop’s Court, 





GRE HISKERS 


EYEBROWS, &c. 


GEO, COURTICE’S 
CONCENTRATED 
EXTRACT GF NUT GALLS 


Hos been thoroughly Usted ast appv in all party of the workl for 


a Coniy 


concentrated form, perfectly ht 





Chancery Lane, London 


STRAND). 


10s. 64., £1 1s, per BOTTLE. 
‘This EXTRACT Is INVALUABLE to LADIES, as It rectores the Colour close to the Skin. 
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quorations, 
Filatures—Hetee gt, volta 
Filatures—E. 416 den, 





Nominal 

«8930 to g4u 

+ 920 0.930 
880 to 890 













800 to 810 
780 to 7¢0 


840 to 8:0 
. 820 to 810 - 
290 to 800 
760 to 770 





WASTE SILK. 
No sales have been teported. Prices are une 
changed and firm; stock amounts to 5 631 boxes. 
The only shipment has been 219 bales per Hohen- 
sollern for Euope. 








ao to 224 
YHA, 

No business to'report, a small parcel amount. 
ing to about 3,000 Ibs. being the only sale during 
the week. Stacks remaining amount to only about 
800 piculs, of poor quality. 

QUOTATIONS, 











INFANTILE LovELINEss of the skin, scalp, and hair is assured 
by the use of CuTICURA Soap, the most effective skin purifying 
and beautifying soap in the world, as well as purest and sweetest 
for toilet, bath, and nursery. 

To preserve, purify, and beautify the skin, scalp, and hair of in- 
fants and children, and restore them to a condition of health when 
affected by distressing, itching irritations and scaly eruptions, no 
other treatment is so pure, so safe, so speedy, as warm baths with 
Curicura Soap, assisted, when necessary, by gentle anointings 
with Curicura, purest and sweetest of emollients and skin cures. 

For bad complexions, pimples, blotches, red, rough hands 
and shapeless nails, red, rough, oily, mothy skin, dry, thin, and 
falling hair, itching and scaly eruptions of the skin and scalp, 
and simple baby blemishes, it is simply wonderful. 








old throughout the world, British depot: F. Newnerr & Sons, London. Porrer DRvG AND 
(CuEM. Conp., Sole Props., Boston, U.3. A. 








EXCHANGE, 


Rates have undergone no change to-day, though 
a decline of J; in silver and China sterling 
quotations has made rates on China fimer. 


Stel 2/oy 















Ou Parte—Ban 
On Lyons—Pt 
On Ame 





Private 4 month: 
fMany—Bank sight 













Ow Shanghai—Bank 
Private 10 d 
Vadia—Bank sight 
Private 30 
Hav Silver (London) 


s° sight 
On 








MILKMAID © 
CON 


DENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
H the ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 











969 


ix-——+ WATERING 
APPARATUS 


Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydrant 
and Street Washers. 
Garden Watering Boxes and 
Apparatus, 
 Gun-Metat, Copper, \and Cast- 
Tron Cocks and Valves. 


E. QUESHIER, E.c.P., 


Engineer and Cock Mnfr., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 


Hydropathic and Massage Appara 
tus supplied to the Vichy Co. 
‘Vapour Baths (Berthe system). 





Apply to Boves & Co. agents fo 
M. 








December 5, 18961! 








purposes, 
[A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


Te OLD G, HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers ia the 
World of Chocolate, Cocos, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 200 Chocolate Factories fited up to 
January 1st, 1896, 







GRINDING MAGHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
soap, perfumery, and chemicals, 


MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


Address Messrs. C. ROHDE & 60., 
ron) YOKOHAMA. 













November 21st, 1896. 
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every Casting. 





lacfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL ONSTRUTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, _ 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIKS, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANE’S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


TWO GOLD MEDALS, ¢ CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 
WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland, 


























The Physician's Cure é 
for Gout, Rheumatic & 
Gout and Gravel. 
safestand most gentle 
Bue 2 Medicine for Infants, 3° 
Pho Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, hildren, Delicate Fe- “= 
‘Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, oS tes aa 
Bilious Affections. a 
< 3 
3 
& 
i Y 2 
Sold Throughout the World. . 


N.B. ASK FOR PIRNEEORD:S MAGNESIA._ 


LEA & PERRINS’ 














OBSERVE THAT THE . 
SIGNATURE 
18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 


ATKINSON’S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE.. 


4 Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWay! 
DELICI OUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED 
A true natural peetime 
le from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 
“AOLINE” perrume,. «Most Retreshing.” 
“AOLINE® Toler soap 
for the Complexion, 


“AOLINE” TOILET POWDER imparts 0 
delightfal bloom to the complexion. 


“AOLINE” sacHeEre. Delighttul for Handker- 


ine theren fet 
“AOLINE” 

eamtfsing for the eomploxion 
Wt themists and Stores 
Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 
“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Scent.”—H.R.H.The DuchessofYor’ 


Jeeey rst, 1898. ay. 


ROOMS. 















NOT SO FAR AWAY 
IN CHICAGO U.S. A. 


18 THE 
Greatest Mail Order House in the World. 


MONTGOMERY WARD & COMPANY, 
M11to 120 Michigan Ave. 


WHO ISSUE SEMI-ANNUALLY THE MOST COM- 
PREHENSIVE 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 


AND 


BUYERS’ GUIDE. 





iow tor Billing o 
‘atminiunumn prices. 
uarenteed a Neprestated or Money Refunded, 
Montgomery Ward & Co., 
CHICAGO, U. S. As 
111 to 120 MICHIOAN AVENUE. 











THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY'S PILLS. 





OUTSIDE WwRAPSER é 
of every Bottle of the 7 

ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 
Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 5 
Worcester ; 2 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; Ks 
and Export Oilmen generally. he 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE. | 
pos Te 2 








TRAVELLERS GARRY 


LIEBIG 


COMPANY’S EXTRACT. 


any time, even ater 


It keeps good for 





aments, Hospitals. 
all the world over. 








PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitatep 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is “Health 

forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 

_ | purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 
‘Sim Samus Baxen, in his work entitled “ The 

taries in Abyssiat ordered the 

to inform the Fakir that | wa: 

medicines atthe service of th 

short time I had many a 

quantity of Holloway’s Pi 

dlorer, 














out & 
hese are most useful to an ex- 
takable purgutive rc 

effect” upon the patient, whch sa 









Greate an Gnd 
them of their value,’ 
SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’ ‘5 OINTMENT 


ants, and ulcerations 
alterations, curing 
all inflammations, 















| Hollow: mien 
| could exceed their gratitu 
| butter, and horse feed 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





‘Tuere have been further attacks by rebel: 
Japanese posts in Formosa, and some loss 
both sides. 





on 





Tux services of Mr. Clarence Greathouse, ad- 
viser to the Korean Government, are to be dis- 
pensed with. 
Tae Ru: advisers and drill instructors in 
the Korean Government employ have been dis- 
missed and paid of. 








A postu an was killed and robbed of 600 yen in 
his charge by a highway robber at Shiba, Mi- 
yazaki, on the 20°h inst. 


s| College, Imperial University, was burned to 


ouring to get off a 


3es| A CONFLAGRATION Occurred in Hongo, Tokyo, 


| Two cargo boat coolies in Yokohama have been 








daughter of Professor, Yamagewa of the Medical 


death, 


Ir is reported in Séul that M. Waeber is to 
return as Russian Minister to Korea, M. Speyer 
being recalled. 


A number of Japanese men-of-war have been 
engaged during the latter part of the week in 
manceuvres off Shimizu. 


Suven fishing boats capsized, and five men 
were drowned ina gale on the 19th inst, off 
Habashira-mura, Oshima province. 


Tue Comte de Pimodan, military attaché of the 
French Legation, Tokyo, is expected to leave 
Japan for France on the 13th April. 


PresipeNtT McKintay has decided to keep 
secret for the present the finding of the Cour! 
of Inquiry into the Afaine tragedy. 


A company called the Toa Kerosene Oil Com- 
pany has been formed with a capital of 500,000 
yen to works wells in the northern provinces, 


Tue sleamer Zoyoshima Maru, while endeav- 
all steamer stranded at 
Takamatsu, ran on a rock and had to be 
beached, 





on Wednesday morning by which 1,112 houses 
were destroyed and one fireman was burnt to 
death, 


Owine to the high price of coal and other com- 
modities the Nippon Yusen Kaisha are raising 
their rates of freight on coasting lines by 10 
per cen 
Cutna is said to have offered the lease to Rus- 
siaof Tailen. She allows the railway, provided 
that Port Arthur remains Chinese. The report ie 
probably inaccurate. 








Tue German portion of the Chinese loan has 
been largely over-subscribed in Berlin, The 
loan was issued on the 22nd and the list was 
closed on the 23rd inst. 


A CRLRBRAT ON of the 30th aniversary of the 
opening of the port of Kobe is to be held on 
the 23rd, 24th, and asth April. The cost of 
the fete is estimated at 11,771 yen. 


Tue Fine Arts Exhibition in Uyeno Park will 
be opened on the rst April. Many fine works 
of art have been sent for exhibition from the 
Imperial Household Department. 








arrested on a charge of having stolen four bales 
of silk, valued at $4,000, from the P.M, and O, 
& O. steamers during November last, 


A mipsHipMan belonging to the Japanese cruiser 
Vashima Kan was killed in a quarrel among 
officers of the war-ship at Shimizu, and another 
officer severely wounded, on the 2oth inst, 





Owrne to the despatch of nearly half the police 
force of Yokohama to varions districts during 
the election, robberies during the past week or 
so have largely increased in the town. 


Ir is expected that at the half-yearly general 
meeting of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha to be held 
on or about the 20:h May, a dividend at the rate 
of 8 per cent, per annum will be declared. 


Cutwa has absolutely rejected the demands 
lately preferred by France, and the French Re- 
presentative has sent a massage to the home 








Two fires occurred in TakyG oh af erence to ask for further instructions.) 
the a1-2and,-ill) omer ‘Whit yeal tie Perine telegram to the ij statan thot the! 


British Government has intimated to the Chin- 
ese Authorities that it is firmly resolved not to 
allow China to accede to the French demands. 


Davin Locan, keeper of a saloon in Blood 
Town, Yokohama, has been committed for trial 
in H.B.M. Court on a charge of cutting and 
wounding a seal hunter named John Iacobson. 


Count von Leien, the new German Minister 
to Japan, arrived in Tokyo on the 22nd inst., 
and, after a visit to the Legation, proceeded to 
the Imperial Hotel, where he will reside for a 
time. 
A report from Mr. Arakawa, Japanese Consul 
in London, states that large shipments of mer- 
chandise are’ being made for Japan, in antici- 
pation of the new tariff coming into operation 
in July next. 














Tue ratifications of the revised treaty between 
France and Japan were exchanged between M. 
Harmand, French Minister, and Baron Nishi, 
Foreign Minister, at the Foreign Office on the 
Tgth instant, 


Prince Konove Tapaniro, grandfather of 
Prince Konoye, President of the House of 
Peers, died on the 19th inst,, atthe age of gt 
years, The funeral took place on the 24th inet., 
at Kanyei temple, Uyeno, Tokyo. 


A FaRRWELL dinner was given at the Tokyo 
Club on the 22nd inst. to Mr. G. A. Lowther, 
Secretary of H.B.M. Legation in Tokyo, who is 
about to leave for England on leave, and Baron 
de Cartier, Secretary of the Belgian Legation, 
who has been transferred to Peking. 


NgcoTIATIONs are proceeding at Paris between 
M. Hanotaux and the Chinese Minister regard- 
ing the fresh demand that China shall not cede 
any portion of the four provinces of Kwantang, 
Kwangsi, Yunnan, and Kweichau, and shall 
allow the prolongation of the railway from 
Lungchau into Yunnun, and a coaling station 
at Laichau, 








Tur Import market-in Yokohama, which a 
few weeks ago showed a little activity—in 
some lines at least—has suffered a relapse and 
is as lethargic as it was in the closing months 
of last year. Stocks of all kinds dre ac- 
cumulating and running up godown and in- 
surance charges, as even cargo imported to 
order fails to be taken delivery-of by pur- 
chasers in many instances, owing to the smalj 
demand and the high rates of interest on loans 
and disconnts demanded by the banks. A few 
sales of yarns are almost all there is to reportin 
the cotion and piece goods market, while 
metals are almost equally unssleable though 
arrivals continue on jarge scal In kero- 
sene and sugar a small business has been 
done and there have been large arrivals of 
foreign rice. In connection with this latter 
import it is reported that an order has been 
issued by the Tuotai of Canton suspend- 
ing the export of rice from that port for 
one month, owing to the considerable rise in 
the price of the grain caused by the purchases 
for Japan having resulted in great hardship to 
the poorer classes of Canton and its neighbour. 
hood. The larger portion of the rice imported 
into Japan, however, comes from Tongking 
and Saigon. The Export market is as quiet as 
the import, though from different caus The 
unsettled condition of political affairs in the 
Far East exercises considerable effect upon silk 
buyers for Europe, and during the past week 
there has been scarcely any demand for this 
staple, while the business done in tea amounts 
wily rte ofrenortwo hundred piculs, Other ex- 
ports-gre equally quiet. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
oes ge 

Now that industrial enterprise is beginning 
to assume large proportions in Japan, the old 
question which has so long disturbed society 
in the West, will inevitably present itsell for 
solution here—the question of capital and 
labour. Already symptoms of the trouble have 
showed themselves—for example, the recent 
strike of the Japan Railway's employés—, and it 
certainly belioves leading men to give timely 
attention to the problem. The ¥i/i Shimpo, 
from which we are quoting, suggests two re- 
medies. One is céoperation ona limited scale, 
Workmen should be encouraged to leave a 
small percentage of their pay in the hands of 
their employers, and when, by means of com- 
pound interest, it has accumulated sufficiently, 
a share in the business ought to be purchased 
with it. An employé holding a share might be 
trusted never to take any partina strike, or 
otherwise to imperil the prosperity of the enter- 
prise, The second and uot less effective mea- 
sure is to invoke the aid of religion, The 
inculcation of the moral law could not fail to 
edacate @ disposition opposed to everything in 
the nature of a strike. Twice or thrice a montn 
arrangements should be made for the delivery 
of homilies by Buddhist priests, It is the 
fashion to make a mock of Buddhism, and to 
say that, so far from being qualified to teach 
others, the Buddhist priests want to be tanght 
themselves, There is some truth in the criti- 
cism, but if the Buddhist priests no longer 
deserve reverence, it is chiefly because, men 
having ceased to respect them, they no longer 
respect themselves. Let the public treat them 
differently, and their own conduct will soon 
reflect the change. They are the repositories 
of a beautiful moral code whose observance 
proved of great service to Japan in the past, 
and is capable of conferring no less benefit on 
her people in the future. 

«"e = 

Two articles are devoted by the WVippon to 
the Far-Eastern Question. They contend that 
Russia is the only Western Power bent upon 
the partition of China, and that China needs 
only a little courage to ensure her safety. Con- 
cerning the former point our contemporary has 
a good deal to say, but no new reasons are 
adduced, The general line of argument is that 
Russia's recently formulated demands wouli, 
if complied with, inevitably make her mistress of 
Manchuria, and that, since she is herself per- 
tectly well aware of that fact, her intentions can 
not be mistaken from the moment that she for- 
mulates such demands. But she is not ina 
position to enforce them, China seems to have 
lost heart completely since her beating by Japan. 
She appears no longer to place any reliance 
in ber own miltary capacities, It was that 
mood of despondency that induced her to bow 
to the seizure of Kiao-chou by Germany. A 
mere handful of German troops undertook the 
enterprise: a few hundreds. They might 
ultimately have been increased to a few thou- 
sanfs, perhaps. Buteven then China could have 
swept them into the sea had her resolution been 
equal to making the effort. Russia is certainly 
a more formidable foe than Germany owing to 
her geographical position, Her empire borders 
that of China and she has» considerable force 
of troops massed in the Amur region and 
around Viadivostock, But on the most liberal 
calculation it is doubtful whether she could 
move more than forty thousand men across the 
Manchurian border; which means that, by the 
time the invading army reached Shan-hai. 
kwan, it could not put more than fifteen thou. 
sand mea injo fighting line, The Chinese 
empire can not be conquered by fifteen 
thousand men, A slight effort on China's 
part wonld easily hurl them back. Her sea: 
board, indeed, would be helplessly exposed: 
she has no fle-tto defend it, Bat she is not 
vulnerable from the sea. Her people do not 
depend upon foreign countries for their means 
of sustenance, and Great Britain would take 
care thal the open ports at which the country’s 


foreign trade is carried on should no! ter- 
red with, China may,jenapshiey OF 


























Russia's face it she only takes heart, There is 
but one Power competent to beat her, and that 
is Japan, for Japan lies within easy striking dis- 
tance and could place’a large army in China’s 
territory. The defeat that she suffered at 
Japan’s bands has produced in her the mood of 
ihe man in the proverb who blew on his salad 
because he had found bis soup too hot, If 
China has a spark of courage she can main- 
tain her independence and integrity, but if she 
dare not raise a finger in self-defence, her 
time has assuredly come. 


. 
ane 


Mr. Kataoka Keunkichi, one of the best 
known among the Liberal leaders, contributes 
four articles to the Zokyo Shimbun on the 
degenerate condition of constitutional govern- 
ment in Japan at present. The Restoration 
was a work of genuinely unselfish patriotism. 
The heart of the nation turned towards the 
change, and so strong and universal was the 
sentiment in favour of Imperial administration 
and the overthrow of feudalism, that a system 
which had flourished for three hundred years, 
a system to whose support and maintenance 
innumerable personal interests pointed, fell 
almost without bloodshed. The individual did 
not figure at all upon the arena of that epoch. 
The country was everything. ‘The capital wa 
moved from Kyoto to Tokyo without a remon- 
strance on the part of those whose vested 
interests were seriously affected by the transfer; 
the samurai, without a murmur, agreed to lay 
aside their swords, the badge of their aristocracy 
and the token of their privileges; the feudal 
chiefs showed no reluctance to surrender their 
fiefs ; though the step deprived them of wealth 
and authority and condemned them to obscurity, 
But unfortunately that self-effacing mood did 
not last very long. The common proclivities of 
human nature asserted themselves. Those that 
had tasted the sweets of office became so unwil- 
ling to abandon the feast that they set themselves 
to postpone the introduction of constitutional 
government, which was the unique goal of the 
men that planned the Restoration, It was then 
that a split took place in the ranks of official- 
dom, Superficial observers detected no reason 
except the Korean complication. But that was 
only a proximate cau The true explanation 
was that some of the sincere, upright men who 
had worked for the overthrow of feudalism, 
could not consent to be associated any longer 
with colleagues who prostituted their newly ac- 
quired power to personal ends. Count Itagaki 
was among those that broke away, and Mr. Ka- 
taoka followed him, They retired to Tosa and 
applied themselves to propagate the doctrines 
for the sake of which they had sacrificed office 
and opulence. It wasa hard, and at times it 
seemed a hopeless, struggle, but they could not 
forget how recently the leaders of thought had 
been moved by a genuine and unanimous im. 
pulse of patriotism, What had once been might 
be again, They had to resist temptation and 
endure oppression. At one moment they were 
offered money to emigrate to Hokkaido, where, 
they were told, they might till the soil to much 
better advantage than they could cultivate con- 
stitutional institutions in Japan proper; at an- 
other, they were thrown into prison and warned 
to expect ths treatment accorded to rioters and 
incendiaries. But at last the nation received « 
constitulion and the Diet was opened. The re- 
sult did not at first seem very admirable. It ap 
peared as though the chief aim of the members 
was to be avenged on the officials at whose 
hands they had suffered so much, Possibly, 
there was some feeling of the kind at work, It 
would have been natural, But profounder and 
more potent was the conviction that a keen 
serntiny ought to be undertaken into financial 
affairs, where great abuses had unquestionably 
existed, public funds being too often appropri- 
ated to private purposes and general confusion 
having been allowed to obscure the distinction 
between the property of the State and the per- 
quisites of the individual, In those early days 
the members worked conscientiously and disin- 
terestedly. But over them also gradually crept 


























the bglefal shadow that had so soon marred the 
val { the Restoration, Principles were lost 


sight of in thestrife of political parties. Members 
learned to take pride only in having defeated 
this bill or passed that, without any reference to 
the nature of the measures themselves. Then 
Soshé appeared upon the scene, and close ou the 
heels of intimidation followed bribery. Suppor- 
ters of the Government learned to regard it as @ 
natural thing that they should be rewarded for 
their support; opponents, that theirvetes should 
be purchased; and electors that they too should 
be paid for voles which placed men in such 
valuable positions. The root of the evil must 
be traced to officialdom, which set the example 
of purchasing the privilege of remaining in 
office. Thus the nation has to Jament the 
degeneracy of the constitutional system. It may 
be said, indeed, that the decadence of ¢con- 
stitutional systems is a feature of the era, and 
the cases of Germany, of Austria Hungary, of 
Italy, and of France may be pointed to. But in 
each of those countries government by parlie- 
ment has a bright record: it flourished once if 
it is now in decay ; it achieved great things once 
if it is now a failure, But in Japan decay has 
come before vigour was attained ; failure has 
preceded success, Is there no remedy? The 
remedy consists, first, in the orgnization of 
parties having a programme of clear principles 
and pledged to uphold them without hope of 
reward or recourse to corruption ; secondly, in 
the practical adoption of constituiional prin- 
ciples by the Government. So long a8 there are 
no recognised principles to fight for, men will 
be led away by all kinds of trivial issues, 
and 80 long as politicians resort to improper 
methods to obtain votes, their own parliamentary 
conduct will not be regulated by the rules 
of integrity, So long, on the other hand, 
as the Government shows no respect for the 
Diet’s opinion, the Diet will not respect the 
Government. There can be no question that the 
Government has learned to fear the Diet. But 
it shows its fear by trying to cajole or seduce the 
members insicad of challenging them to an 
honest scrutiny of-its principles and policy, and 
either bowing manfully to their decisions or 
frankly appealing to the verdict of the country, 
Mr. Kataoka elaborates these p: 
length. The tone of his articles is somewhat 
desponding, but they have a ring of sincerity 
and high purpose. 
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The Far-Eastern Question occupies the 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun. Our contemporary 
deals with the complaint, frequently formalated 
of late by the vernacuiar press, that Japan has 
no fixed policy towards China and that her hand 
is not seen in the great game which the natiqns 
are now playing. Japan's policy towards China 
has long been perfectly clear. It is a policy 
directed towards the peaceful development of 
the greatempire. China's resources are enor- 
mons, She has been justly called a mine of 
wealth, and the promotion of commerce and 
communications with her is the key-note of 
Japan’s policy. Naturally such a policy does 
not lend itself to striking displays of force or 
masterfulness, It is a policy to be pursued 
quietly and steadily, Besides, strong strokes 
are never dealt except when the occasion d 
mands them, To that extent the foreign policy 
of all nations is opportunist, Japau gave suffi- 
ciently clear evidence of her policy when she 
concluded the Shimonoseki Treaty. She stipu- 
lated for the opening of new ports in China and 
for other concessions calculated to facilitate the 
world’s trade with the Middle Kingdom and to 
draw the latter into the path of progress. Her 
policy may, therefore, be summed up in two 
words “‘ peaceful competition.” That, of course, 
involves the preservation of China's integrity, 
Duties of propinquity, ties of racial kinship 
and obligations of past intercourse, to say no- 
thing of strategical reasons, impel Japan to 
maintain that China shall be for the Chinese, 
There is much talk now of the partition of the 
great empire, and, at first sight, she seems to 
lie at the mercy of any Powers anxious to divide 
her. But the feat would be very different in 
practice from what it appearsto be. The blows 
































China euffzasyte, bérgiven to her are due to her 
own pusillanimity. Tt isabsurd- to suppose 
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that Germany could have wrested a port from 
her had the Chinese shown any resolve to with- 
hold it. Any State attempting aggression on a 
large scale in China must reckon with the con- 
tingency of China’s resistance. The Chinese 
will not always tamely submit to be swallowed 
up. No Western State, with, perhaps, the 
sole exception ‘of England, is in a position to 
coerce China if China resisis coercion. It 
may be doubted, too, whether any Western 
State except Russia has serious designs apon 
Chinese territory, and Russia certainly is not 
competent at present to undertake a large 
scheme of territorial aggrandisement. It is 
generally assumed that when her trans-Asian 
railway is completed she will be mistress of the 
tern situation on land, But the trans- 
Avian railway, a single line traversing long 
stretches of waste regions and having stations 
separated in some cases by many hours, will 
not have large potentialities for military pur- 
poses, The Wichi Nichi argues at some length 
that Japan’s armaments are not destined for 
ny aggressive purpose, and that if she were 
posed to seek territorial expansion at China's 
expense, she might do so immediately without 
z to complete her programme of armed 
expansion, since she is of all Powers the best 
prepared for such an enterprise. 
. 
ote 

A writer signing himself Kinugawa Taichi 
discusses the subject of mari 
the columns of the Mainichi Shimbun. After 
dwelling upon the topographical features of 
Japan and the natural advantages possessed by 
her for the purposes of such enterprise, he notes 
that the Ito Cabinet evidently appreciated the 
fact when it introduced bills providing en- 
couragement for ship-building and navigation. 
Japan is not altogether without reasons for 
tisfaction, She already stands fifth on the 
list of steamer-owning countries, as the following 
table shows :— 































Country. Number of steanters. 
United States... 00> sien, 1044, 
England .., 661 
Germany 846 
Norway 650 
Japan 570 
France 543, 









Turning, now, to the granted by the State 
for navigation purposes, we find these figures :— 
en, 

1+012)270,422 

8.027 363 

+++ 6,585 705 

we §.879,906 

s+ 5.640900 

4,111,005, 

3.196.000 

. oe 2.953.545, 

Althongh the United States heads the list as 
owing the largest number of steamers, the great 
majority of the vessels flying the stars and 
stripes ply in inland and home waters. The 
navigation of the high seas is practically mono- 
polized by England. It is doubtless a worthy 
ambition that Japan, also, should endeavour to 
gain a place in the carrying trade of the world, 
but unquestionably she ought to turn her atten- 
tion in the first instance to the seas in her own 
immediate vicinity, There she is threatened 
with serious competition. The subsidy granted 
by Russia to sea-going steamers is one rouble 
per nautical mile. With euch aid, a vessel is 
practically independent. Freight and passengers 
become secondary considerations. Now when 
the trans. Asian railway is opened, and Vladivo- 
stock becomes the eastern outlet of Siberian 
trade, the conditions of mavitime enterprise in 
this part of the world will be materially changed. 
Anticipating that event, acd relying on the 
munificent subsidy granted by Russia, certain 
capitalists are said to have made arrangements 
for establishing no less than eight steamship 
services having their basis at Viadivostock. 
These services will include lines to Shanghai, 
Hongkong. Chefoo, Newchwang, Korean ports, 
Tientsin, Hankow, Shimonoseki, Kobe, Yoko- 
Petropaulov: 
If that scheme matures, Japan will find herself 
excluded trom routes which she, of all countries, 
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should be competent to exploit, It becomes, 
then, an important question whether instead of 
spending large sums to encourage a trans. 
Pacific carrying trade, and to aid lines to Eu- 
rope, the Government should not devote the 
money to assist Far-Easterti services. It is 
between the countries of the Far East that a 
vast development of commerce may be looked 
for in the immediate future. If Japan has three 
or four million yea to appropriate for the en- 
couragement of maritime enterprise, she should 
use the money for lines in her own neighbour- 
hood before she goes far a-field to challenge 
powerful competitors who have already built up 
a solid business. 





. 
ae 

Th» Kokumin Shimbun has an articie on the 
subject of mixed residence. It admits that there 
are still a few Japanese who have not fully 
divested themselves of the narrow-minded love 
of isolation educated during the Tokugawa era, 
but it claims that the sentiment of the Japanese 
nation whole is cosmopolitan, and that the 
fact is clearly proved by history—not the history 
of the past thirty-five years only, though that i 
itself should be sufficient evidence, but the 
tory of the country since the most ancient eras. 
Foreign intercourse was never eschewed by the 
Japanese in old times, They welcomed strangers, 
associated with them freely and visited all the 
countries within renge of their sea-going capa- 
cities. They gladly accepted and ass milated 
everything that foreign nations had to give them 
in the field of either science, or politics, or art, 
or philosophy, or religion, ‘Their civilization is 
permeated with foreign elements, and objects of 
art from India, from China, trom Persia and 
from Korea are to be found among the Yamato 
heirlooms. Circumstances, not instinct, were 
responsible for the policy of isolation adopted 
in the seventeenth century, and ciicumstances 
having radically changed, the nation’s instinci 
has reasserted itself, Mixed residence comes 
in the natural sequence of the country's career, 
The prospect is to be regarded not with appre 
hension but with sincere satisfaction. The 
better Japanese and foreigners know each other 
and the closer their intercourse, the more coi 
pletely will all causes of mutual distrust dis. 
appear, and the greater will be the mutnal profit. 























CHARITY CONCERT IN TOKYO. 
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The charity concert in Tokyo on the rgth 
instant proved a signal success. The large 
hall of the Music Academy was crowded iv 
every part, aud many people could find standing 
room only. Of course the great features of the 
performance were the playing of Mr. Junker 
and Von Koeber, on the violin and piano re. 
spectively, and the singing of Mrs. Mollison. 
Mr. Janker is unquestionably a violinist of very 
high order. Among the artisis whom we have 
had the pleasure of hearing in Japan there has 
been only one of corresponding rank, and that 
was Remenyi. It is unnecessary to carry the 
compsrison any further. Junker is still a 
young man, and it may be that when he reaches 
Remenyi’s years he will have conquered as 
many worlds. However that may be, it is a 
rare treat to hear such a master, A little more 
repose of demeanour seems to be alone wanted 
to perfect his style. His technique and feeling 
have already been spdken of enthusiastically in 
these columns, and we need not add any further 
eulogy here. Doubtless many people con- 
cluded that the gem of the concert was 
the sixth number on the programme, a 
violin solo with Dr. von Koeber at the piano, 
Seldom in a life-time—above all, a life-time 
passed in the East—is it given to any one to 
hear two such artists play together, and we can 
not sufficiently express the chagrin universally 
felt that an occasion so unique should have been 
marred by the miserable quality of the Music 
Academy's piano. The instrament is exec 
ble, and truly in the name of every lover of 
music it is necessary to protest strongly against 
the sacrilege of asking an artist like Dr. Koeber 














.|t0 use such a piano and a master like Mr. 


Junker to play to its accompaniment, Dr. 
Koeber, playing a Souata by Beethoven, some- 











times succeeded in making the audience forget 
the misery of the instrument, so delicate was 
his touch, so crisp his execution. But when 
Mr. Ellis undertook to make the decrepit in- 
srt nt pour out the rushing notes of Men- 
delssohn’s * Rondo Cappricciosa,” the sweet- 
ness and delicacy of the composition were 
almost completely lost in the tin kettle clatter. 
ings of hammers and strings. Mr. Ellis has 
a facility really marvellous in one 80 young. 
Nature seems to have indicated a public musical 
career for him, Certainly, if he adopted it, 
fame would be assured. Mrs. Mollison was 
down for two numbers on the programme, but 
on each occasion she was vociferously encored, 
so that she sang, in all, four songs. Neither 
among professionals nor amateurs have we ever 
heard such a voice in Japan during .the past 
thirty years. Its richness, its tenderness, 
force, and its flexibility would rouse the enthusi- 
asm of any audience. Mrs, Garst sang the sad 
song, “ When” in her own charmingly simple, 
straightforward fashion, and, being warmly en- 
cored, gave the chanson “ Lullaby.” She 
was uot heard to the best advantage, her 
voice not having sufficient volume for a build- 
ing so spacious as the hall of the Music Acade- 
my, but nothing could mar the mellow sweetness 
of her notes, There were two performances of 
No-Kyogen and one of Japanese music, con- 
cerning which we have no criticism to offer, 
except that the acting in the former was emi- 
nently clever, as Japanese acting always is. 
We must say « word of sincere praise, however, 
for the opening chorus sung by the Pupils of 
the Music Academy. It was rendered with 
perfect accuracy, and if the quality of the in- 
dividual voice left something to be desired, the 
general effect was most pleasing. Before the 
programme was attacked, one of the Facul- 
ty of the Academy delivered a brief 
address in Japanese and English, stating 
the objects of the conceit, and expressing 
hearty thanks to those who lent their kind 
assistance. We may be permitied to echo his 
words To Mrs. Mollison, we believe, special 
gratitude is due, for without her untiring exer- 























-|tions the project could never have matured. 


Such generous aid tendered by foreigners for 
the sake of Japanese charities deserves to be 
noted and appreciated. We say nothing of the 
Japanese and foreign ladies in Tokyo who 
took the initiative and laboured hard in the 
same benevolent cause, for we understand that 
it is their wish to be without public witnesses 
of their good deeds. ; 











GARDEN PARTY IN TORKFo. 
+ 

On the afternoon of the roth 
Vice-President of the Nippon Yusen Kais! 
Mrs. Kato gave a party in the Koishikawa 
Botanical Garden toc lebrate the martinge of 
their daughter, Miss Sumi, to Mr. Kato Masa- 
harn, who, being adopted into the bride's family, 
takes its name, according to Japanese custoin, 
The day was clondy, and rain hung so immi- 
nent overhead that many of those invited did 
not attend, supposing that the party would be 
postponed until the following day. Nevertheless 
a large aumber—about three hundred—were 
present, and the affair passed off with great 
eeclat. Among the guests were Connt Okuma, 
the two Barous Iwasaki, Viscount Enomoto and 
many other distinguished personages. The 
bride’s costume was very beautiful but to give 
any detailed description of it is beyond 
our capacity. There were some picturesque 
and highly skilled performances of Wo-Kyogen, 
and in their intervals a band played, Refresh- 
ments were afterwards served, and the genial 
hospitality of host and hostess supplemented by 
the excellence of all the arrangements made the 
guests forget the gloominess of the weather. 

















A large party of German residents of Kobe 
met at the Beach House Hotel, Tarumi, on 
Sunday, where a farewell tiffin was given in 
honour of Mr, and Mrs. von Krencki, The 
German Consul and his wife left Kobe for 
home by the Hohensollern. 
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2HE EMPEROR AND THE BEHAVI- 
OUR OF THE LOWER ORDERS 
TOWARDS FOREIGNERS. 





iianiy eae 

We read in the $iji Shimfgo that the 
Emperor has been making inquiries with 
reference to the conduct of the lower 
orders towards foreigners. At the be- 
ginning of this month, his Majesty ques- 
tioned the Chief Chamberlain, Marquis 
Tokudaiji, on the subject, and the Marquis 
addressed himself for information to Mr. 
Sonoda, Chief of the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Police. Mr. Sonoda replied that, so far 
as concerned the district under his con- 
trol, there had not been of late any 
noticeably rough demeanour on the part 
of the lower orders towards foreigners. 
On the following day, the Emperor 
directed that a similar inquiry should be 
sent to the other open ports. The in- 
struction was carried out telegraphically, 
and from Yokohama, Kobe, and Nagasaki 
answers were received to the effect that 
ho special change had been observed in the 
sense of the inquiry. The $#é further 
says that, on the 16th instant, the Emperor 
again summoned the Chief of Police to the 
Palace, and caused Marquis Tokudaiji to 
question him about the state of the coun- 
try with regard to the general elections 
and ahout the result of the elections. 
Mr. Sonoda reported that things were, 
on the whole, quiet and orderly, and that 
the result of the voting would be reported 
the moment it was known, The Chief 
of Police is said to have then addressed 
his Majesty as follows :—‘ Your Majesty 
always condescends to devote attention to 
matters at home and abroad and to ask 
questions about affairs of importance. 
Your Majesty shows special concern 
about those persons who, advocating what 
they call a ‘strong foreign policy,’ are so 
ill-advised as to dislike foreigners and to 
behave towards them sometimes in an 
improper manner without regard to the 
duties of friendly intercourse. Probably 
the questions addressed to us by Your 
Majesty on these points were suggested 
by something that Your Majesty saw in 
the newspapers or heard in conversation. 
I venture to assure Your Majesty that the 
solicitude shown by Your Majesty on all 
these subjects inspires us with profound 
admiration.” 








Assuming the ¥yi’s information to be 
correct, it will be seen that although no 
specially unsatisfactory state of affairs was 
reported to the Emperor, the chief of the 
Metropolitan. Police did not attempt to 
conceal the fact that a rude and improper 
demeanour is sometimes assumed towards 
foreigners by the ‘‘stalwarts,” as they 
may be called; that is to say, by men 
whose idea of getting even with the mas- 
terful alien, or asserting the prestige of 
their country, is to shout out opprobrious 
epithets to any stranger they encounter, 
and sometimes even to hustle him. In 
the case of the student and the coolie that 
kind of mood certainly exhibits itself much 
too freely for Japan’s interests, though not 
freely enough to call for any open behest 
from the Throne. The Emperor’s purpose 
in making inquiries is, however, plain 
enough. It will be very clearly understood 
by the local authorities at the various open 
ports that His Majesty is perturbed about 
the matter, and desires that effective 
measures shall be adopted to put an end 
to these happenings. 














a eS 

The directors of the Japan Industrial 
Bank (Mippon Kwangyo Ginko) have been 
dining and wining an influential section of 
the Tokyo public, apparently with the idea 
of giving a good send off to the premium 
bonds which the Bank has received official 
permission to issue. The Japanese have 
taken with remarkable kindliness ‘to the 
“under-the-emahogany”’ methods of the 
West. It can not be said that they show 
much inclination to adopt our fashions 
of social intercourse ex bloc. The solemn 
dinner party does not attract them, nei- 
ther does the ball where young folks go 
to carry their charms to market and old 
folks attend to assist the bargain. But 
the veutral ground of the dining room 
commends itself very strongly to Japan- 
ese business men asa place where politics 
may be forgotten, or remembered, accord- 
ing to convenience, and where affairs of 
the pocket may be discussed to great 
advantage. Like everything else the 
new fashion seems likely to be carried 
to excess in the days of its early 
popularity, but so much the better for 
hotels and restaurants at all events. We 
can not understand, for example, what 
direct or indirect benefit is likely to accrue 
from the dining together of a hundred 
persons at the Imperial Hotel simply 
because the Industrial Bank is about to 
issue bonds. It is all very well to invite 
a number of friends to congratulate and 
make the acquaintance of a newly married 
couple, but a costly banquet seems a 
rather clumsy method of ‘ informing the 
public at large” that a loan is about to be 
placed on the market. However, ’tis the 
shareholders’ concern, after all. So far 
as the loan is concerned, the conditions of 
its issue may be trusted to i 
popular without recourse to feasting and 
speechifying. ‘Twenty thousand bonds are 
to be issued of a face value of 50 yen, 
carrying interest at the rate of 5 per cent. 
They are to be redeemed annually, the 
operations extending over 40 years. Thus 
five hundred bonds will be drawn for 
redemption every year, and to each yearly 
batch twenty-five prizes will be attached, 
namely, 1 prize of 500 yen ; 2 of 200 yen; 
5 of 100 yen and 17 of 50 yen. Ifis, in 
fact, a lottery, the prizes aggregating 
2,250 yen for every 25,000 yen of sub- 
scriptions, or 90,000 yex on the total loan 
of one million. In a word, the bonds 
carry interest at the rate of 5 per cent., 
and a further sum, aggregating g per cent. 
of the loan, is to be given away to drawers 
of prize numbers in the annual lotteries. 
Of course there will be a demand for bonds 
of such a character, but whether resort to 
financial devices of this kind isa wise slep 
from the point of view of public morality, 
many people will be disposed to doubt. 
However, it is after the fashion of the 
municipal loans of the city of Paris, and 
although two wrongs do not makea right, 
we presume that where the French lead, 
the Japanese can afford to follow. It was 
just such a scheme as this that the late Mr. 
John Robertson, formerly Manager of the 
Oriental Bank, submitted to the Japanese 
Government in 1880, as, in his opinion, 
the only practicable exit from the slough 
of an inflated and depreciated currency, 
Mr. Robertson had such faith in his plan 
that he asked for no direct consideration 
in the event of his advice being adopted, 
but declared that he would be content if 
the Treasury set aside a million silver yen 
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and handed over to him the difference 











between the value of that sum in paper 
notes at the time when his'suggestion was 
formulated and the value it would have 
after his scheme had been in operation for 
five years. ‘The Government turned its 
back resolutely on the programme. Re- 
sort to a lottery seemed; according to 
official views, to be the only thing wanted 
to drag Japau’s credit finally into the mire. 
But the times have changed. 








AN ELECTION QUESTION. 
- 


An interesting question has come up 
for decision in connexion with the recent 
elections in Tokyo. In the First Election 
Division of the city the successful candi- 
dote was Mr. Takenouchi Ko, who stood 
in the Liberal interest. He polled 94 
votes against Mr. Suyeyoshi Tadaharu, 
whose number was 93. It appears that 
among the ballots there was found one 
having inscribed upon it the single word 
“ Suyeyoshi,” in the place for designat- 
ing the candidate, and the words “ Chiujo 
Rihei” in the place for the voter’s signa- 
ture. Now the Law of Election provides 
that ‘every voter shall at the voting 
place inscribe upon the voting paper ‘the 
full name of the person he votes for.” 
The term used in the original is seémet, 
which signifies family name and personal 
name together. Hence, by writing 
“Suyeyoshi” only and failing to add 
“Tadaharu,” Mr. Chiujo Rihei certainly 
did not comply exactly with the provisions 
of the Law of Election. On that ground 
his ballot was adjudged void, and the 
Liberal candidate came out at the head of 
the list by one vote. Had the partially 
inscribed ballot been admitted, the two 
candidates would have polled an equal 
number, and Mr. Suyeyoshi would have 
been returned in virtue of his sentority of 
age. He considers that he has been un- 
fairly dealt with, and has appealed to the 
Tokyo Local Court through his counsel, 
Messrs. Hatoyama Kazuo and Kishimoto 
Tatsuo, the action being laid against Mr. 
Ishizuka Kosuke, Headman of the Elec- 
tion District. At first sight it appears 
that the Headman, who is ex officio Chair- 
man of Election, had no choice but to 
reject the imperfect ballot. Looking a 
little more closely at the Law, how- 
evet, we find that the §rst article 
clearly defines the various kinds of ballots 
which are to be considered void. There 
are six enumerations, and not one of them 
can be said to bear directly on the case in 
point. The only words having any ap- 
plication are these :—“ Ballots shall be 
void on which either the name of the 
voter or that of the person voted for can 
not be deciphered on account of errone- 
ous characters used, stains, erasures, or 
injuries.” In short, one plain object of 
the Law is to ensure that the ballot shall 
be written in such a manner as to obviate 
any mistake of identification. Now among 
the candidates for the First Electoral 
Division of Tokyo there was only one 
“Suyeyoshi.” Indeed, it is claimed by 
Mr. Suyeyoshi’s counsel that in all Tokyo 
there is only one person bearing the name 
of “Suyeyoshi” who is qualified to pre- 
sent himself for election. They therefore 
contend that the purpose of the Law was 
fully satisfied, and that there could not 
have been the slightest doubt as to the 
identity of the person for whom the ballot 
was cast. Asa matter of common sense 
that view has much to commend it. But 
it leaves one point out of the acccunt. 
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The Law is not framed for the sake of the 
candidate or the election officials only. It 
is intended to secure the voter also against 
error. The Chairman of Elections, know- 
ing that there is only one ‘ Suyeyoshi” 
among the candidates, and that his per- 
sonal name is “Tadaharu” may think 
that he is able to identify with certainty 
the proper destination of a ballot bearing 
the surname “Suyeyoshi” alone. But 
who can pretend to say that the voter’s 
purpose was to designate “ Suyeyoshi 
Tadaharu?” The voter alone can settle 
that point. He may have imagined 
that there was question of some other 
Suyeyoshi among the many bearing 
that surname in Tokyo, and it is con- 
ceivable that had he added the personal 
it might have been “ Yukichi” or 
“Tarojiro” or anything else, in which 
case his ballot might have been cast for a 
“ Suyeyoshi” not having the due qualifi- 
cations for election. We may goa step 
further and imagine that although willing 
to vote for ‘Suyeyoshi Yukichi” or 
“Suyeyoshi Torajiro,” he would rather 
have voted for the Liberal candidate than 
for “Suyeyoshi Tadaharu-” After all it 
seems safest in such cases to stick to the 
letter of the law. If a voter will not take 
such a modicum of trouble as to inscribe 
his ballot paper with the full name of the 
candidate he wants to support, he does 
not deserve to have a vote. 














COTTON SPINNERS OF JAPAN. 
pee aan 

It is plain that the cotton spinners of 
Japan are awake to the perils threatening 
their business. There are more than 
eight hundred thousand spindles at work 
mow, and their production exceeds the 
Cemand of the home market for the 
special counts that they turn out. They 
mnust look abroad, therefore, to fine buyers 
of the surplus, and the Chinese are, at 
present, their only customers. But in 
China they have to contend not ‘only 
against formidable competition on the 
part of spinning mills established under 
foreign auspices, but also against un- 
favourable exchange. Labour in China is 
now cheaper than labour in Japan ; the 
running expenses of the Shanghai mills 
are defrayed with currency which is also 
cheaper than Japanese money; raw 
material is obtainable more cheaply than 
itis in Japan, since it has not to.pay export 
duty or freight, and the product of the 
mills is cheapened for consumers by the 
expense of the voyage between China 
and Japan. These facts constitute a 
serious handicap for Japanese mill-ow- 
ners, and they have wisely decided to 
form a combination, so as to be able 
to command cheap capital, to employ 
competent experts and a skilled staff, 


to be in a better position to -mani- 
pulate the market by avoiding com- 
petion among themselves, to reduce 


their expenditures by general organiza- 
tion, and to obtain raw material at low 
prices. -Mr. Miyashita appears to be 
one of the chief promoters of the move- 
ment. He is a prominent man in the 
business world, being closely connected 
with the Mitsui Bank, and with the Miike 
Cotton Spinning Mill, of which the Mitsui 
Family are the principal shareholders. 








The Extréme Orient report explosion of 
fire-damp at Kebao coal-mine, whereby eleven 
convict labourers were killed on the spot and 
seven seriously wounded, some so badly as to 


have no chance of surviving. Go 
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FARK WELL DINNER TO MR. G. A. 
. LOWTHER AND BARON DE 
CARTIER. 
—_+___. 

On the evening of the 22nd instant the 
members of the Tokyo Club gave a farewell 
dinner to Mr. G. A. Lowther, Secretary 
of H.B.M. Legation in Tokyo, who is about 
to return to England on leave, and to 
Baron de Cartier, Secretary of the Belgian 
Legation, who has been transferred to Pe- 
king, and will leave for his new post in a 
few days. Sixty-five members were present 
at the dinner, including all the Foreign 
Representatives, with the exception of Sir 
Ernest Satow, who was unfortunately 
unable to attend, nearly the whole of the 
staff of the Legations, the Vice-Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and many 
Japanese friends. The Belgian Minister, 
M. le Baron d’Anethan, who is one of the 
Club’s foreign Vice-Presidents, occupied 
the chair, having Mr. Lowther on his right 
hand, and the Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Komura, who is the Japanese 
Vice-President, faced him, with Baron de 
Cartier on his right. After the health of 
the Emperor of Japan had been drunk, M. 
le Baron d’Anethan proposed the toast of 
the evening in the following words 

I tise from my seat with a feeling of great emo- 
tion and pity in my heart. Pity for our guests of 
to night when I think of the numerous aud abun- 
dant meals that duting tle last three weeks they 
have been forced to swallow=—they have been bieak- 
fasted, tiffined, dined and no doubt they have also 
often supped far into the solemn hours of the 
night, Letus hope that their digestions will not 
have suffered nor that their sweet tempers will be 
spoiled by the truffles and champague that we 
have offered to them. We did it for the best 
gentlemen, It was our only means of showing 
suc tegard, nay affection and regret. Pity T also 
fee! for you my fellow-givers of this feast. A few 

















0 
I gaze on sad and serious faces. I grieve for you 
that you have to listen to my specch which, com- 
pared to those yotr former Vice-President accus- 
tomed you to, must sound halting and weak, He 
indeed was a Vice-President among a thousai 
capital fellow and a good and dependable fr 
All of us who here to night can count omselves as 
his friends must feel as I do, that Mv. Lowther’s 
departure from among us will leave a void t 
not easily filled. He says he is going home on 
leave, but we all know what that means, when a 
brilliant Sectetary takes his departure from a 





























post, and we can hardly hope to see him 
back amongst us ag He will seturn per- 
haps at a future date, but then as Minister. 
The odds are, it seems to me, that one da: 


we shall see him tepresenting nobly his queen 
and country in Japan. When that day comes I 
can predict that he will be very happy, judging by 
my own sentiments and those of 
who had previously occupied the pos 
tary in their you With vegard to our 
other guest, Mr Lis not my place to 
say all that is in my mind tonight, In losing 
him I am losing a charming colleague and fist 
rate secretary, He has been but five years in the 
service but those few years have passed brilliantly 
for | At each post he came—he saw—he con 
quered, leaving always behind him a tangible trace 
of his personality and many regrets, Like his 
colleague Mr, Lowther he has made many friends 
here and it is indeed a Llow to our small com-= 
munity to lose (wo such good fellows within a few 
days of each other. And now gentlemen [ must 
hot ty your patience longer—you have been 
deed already wonderfully patient and forbear 
There is only one thing more I ask you to do 
that is to fill your glasses and to juin me in drink 
ing with three cheers a bumper to our guests of 
this evening.—Hip ! Hip! Hurrah ! 

The toast was drunk with hearty cheers 
and great enthusiasm. Mr. Lowther, 
rising to reply, said :— 

Me. Vice-Presipent avd Gentiemen,—-It 
has been my privilege on previous uccasions to tise 
in this place to propore the health of departing 











ion of secre. 













































ests and on those occasions you w doubt 
have noticed my embarrassment in attempting to 
do justice to the duty imposed on me. To night 





ae greater embarrassment in thanking you, 


8 (tale for the fac too kind and far too 


nutes ago I saw you buoyant and gay and now |. 


colleagues| 





flattering words in which you have proposed my 
health, and you all, gentlemen, for the ver 
manner in which you have drunk it, 1 y 
aware that it is to no merit of mine that I owe the 
honour that has been done me, but to the warm 
and kindly cordiality which distinguishes the 
members of this Club, A diplomatist for some 
reason or another is regarded asa person who 
in fact somewhat of afraud. The unkind defi 
tion has been given of him that he is a gentlem: 
sent abroad to lie for his country. In general 1 
deny the soft impeachment, but as regards myself 
tonight [must admit that I feel I am rather a 
ft ‘he compliment of a Club dinner is one 
that is usually reserved for departing members 
who have vo imme: Lention of returning, but 
Thave, as I am going o 
ot it is mot for me to say—and shall return 
in the winter, so that I feel that Iam accepting 
this dinner under somewhat false pretences. 
Your Vice-President has been good enough to 
refer to the duties I fulfilled when I occupied 
the honourable position he now holds. I was for- 
tunate enough to be in that position during a year 
which for the Club proved a very satisfactory one, 
but I lay no claim to having expended any excep- 
tional energy. I was ably supported by active 
members of the Committee both Japariese and for 
ceign and there were other {actors that assisted us, 
Notably perhaps the extreme popularity of that 
very popular institution of the Fac East, the Bar. 
When I first came to Japan I was told all sorts of 
things which [have since found to have been not 
quite accurate, For instance, I was told that 
a jimikisha was a delightful mode of conveyance, 
Ihave not found it so, but that [attribute to my 
I should 
Gentlemen, 
some times in the month of September, when the 
tains descended and the winds blew for days and 
days together Ihave been led to wonder whether 
my informant was a strictly truthful person or 
whether he was, what is vulgatly called, pulling 
my leg; on the other hand I was told that there 
was some thing so peculiar about the wind and the 
dust of Tokyo that those who arrived with the 
tempers of angels became sullen, morose atid dis+ 
agreeable.—I cannot lay claim to having ever 
had the temper of an angel but I don't feel 
that I have suffered in that ction and when 
I look sound the table t T can only say 
that not one of you has been attacked by th 
nge winds and dust, for I have never met a 
community mote genial and good tempered, I was 
told that in this town of magnificent distances, 
social intercourse was a matter of the greatest 
difficulty. have not found itso. [have no doubt 
this Club is ase responsible for 
this, The world is divided into two classes of pers 
sons, those who cannot tolerate their own society 
and those who adore it, | belong to the former 
class. And this:eminds me of astory of a friend of 
mine whom [ met on the Boulevards in Paris one 
day. He invited me to dine with him quietly that 
night, adding “ You know, I would sooner dine 
with ‘a dog than dine alo 1 accepted the 
courteous invitation and enjoyed myself. ‘The 
other class of persons remind me of achief of mine 
who throughout a long career had never given 
a ball. He was at last induced to do so, and all 
went well till, in the sma!l hours of the mor 
he was accosted by a youtiful guest who did 
him as the best and th he had 
spirit 
































































































"Ven." 
vantage ol me.” “ Howso?” said the young m: 
“Because you can go away but I, as host, 
remain.” Gentlemen, in fi 
even at Clab Dinners, middle ‘age m 
for youth and so I must make way for my friend 
and colleague M. de Cartier whose healih you 
ave also dtunk. [have regarded itas specially 
gratifying that our names should have been joined 
together to-night, for M. de Cartier, was nol only a 
colleague, but a friend of mine before either of us 
came to Japan. But Eo must he brief, but pra 
do wot judge of my gratitude for the honour you 
have done me by the brevity of my speech. I 
feel it very highly and shall cary away with me 
the pleasantest tecollections of the members of 
the Tokyo Club to which I wish every possible 
success. 


Baron de Cartier spoke as follows :— 


Gentiamen,—Never before have I more se- 
gtetted to be so deficient in those ovatorical gifts 
which seem to be the happy privilege of the mem- 
ber of the Tokyo Club, Furthermore M, Lowther 
in Vis brillant speech has taken such advantage of 
g that was to be said, and besides has 
ments towards the 
ly feel at a loss to 
1 say anything new and original. So I think 
there's iidthilig left Géyme but to conclude this long 
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speech and to thanle yo mnany tokens of 
friendship I have seceived from you all, and to 
assure you that my Club recollections of Tokyo 
will always rank amongst the very best. Gentle- 
men, I have,the honour to dink to your very best 
health and prosperity. 














1HE DOSHISHA. 
fore Seige ses 

The Doshisha directors have been 
* successful in their application to have the 
Ordinary Middle School of the institution 
placed on the footing of an officially 
recognished public school. In other words, 
they have secured for students in the 
School the privilege of exemption from 
conscription up to the age of twenty- 
eight. In order to obtain favourable con- 
sideration for their application, they were 
obliged to bring the curriculum of the 
School into strict conformity with the 
official standard, and to make a solemn 
declaration that all religious teaching is 
excluded from the course. We do not 
understand how such a declaration could 
have been conscientiously made, seeing 
that the School is part of an institution 
founded and endowed by Christian men 
and women as an instrument for the 
spread of Christian morality. It has 
been suggested by correspondents in these 
columns that the Government should have 
rejected the application on the ground 
that the Trustees of the Doshisha had 
broken faith with their American 
supporters in the matter of religion. We 
are of opinion that the Government could 
not reasonably have taken any step of the 
kind. The Government has no concern 
with religious questions or disputes. It 
would be guilty of most improper inter- 
ference if it undertook to pass unsolicited 
judgment as to the rights and wrongs of 
the Doshisha complication. That would 
be doing precisely what the Government 
is specially careful not to do, meddling in 

matters of religion. 





The Doshisha question is attracting 
much interest at present among for. 
eigners. Our readers have been fully 
informed of the action taken by the 
Japanese Trustees of the institution, and 
will, therefore, be glad to hear what the 
present President, Mr. Yokoi, has to say 
on the subject. A member of the Osaga 
Mainichi’s staff interviewed him recently, 
and the following is the gist of his explana. 
tion, as translated by the fapan Times : 


Tu tefutation of the reproach that the Doshisha 
has sacrificed its principle in order to secure the 
privileges of convection with the Government 



















a istory of the institution 
and the guiding principle it will pursue i 
future, There were two different elements i 

co! being th 
operation and pecuniary assistance of fae 





ers and the other those of Japanese, Furei 
co-operators did not look upon the institution 
as 4 mere instrument of propagating the Christian 
religion, as was shown by Various evidence; while 
Japanese patrons evidently intended that their 
Pecuniary donations to the institution might cbn- 
Hibute (o the development of education in Japan, 
From these premises, Mr. Yokoi concluded that 
the Doshisha was not a puiely mission school. 
He believed that it’ was an appropriate step 
towards securing general advantages to adapt the 
principles of the iustitution to the uational educa- 
Vonal measures; and that to do so was 
teally t perpetuate its principles, He admitted 
the appropriateness of the arrangement on the 
part of the Authorities, that the connection with 
the Gov: nt schools, together with the pri- 
vileges it involved, should ‘not be granted to 
schools which explicitly proposed to be con- 
ducted on seligions principles, ‘This was neces+ 
sary to unify the national measures for educa- 
tion, La his opinion this concession on the part 
of a teligious school did not necessarily ai 
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jury to its religious principles. 
sha did not abandon its Chris 
cause of the exclusion of the Sct 
oms ; it had ceased to exist in name 
Furnished with funds of over half a 
million, the Doshisha could pursue its end in view 
directly and independently, but, with the present 
financial resources, the institution was under the 
necessity of adopting some suitable means to gain 
its end, Such a procedure meant the maintenance 
of the institution, and that in tar was synony= 
mous with the continuance of its principles. 


We do not find that Mr. Yokoi touches 
the real point at all. No one has con- 
tended, so far as we are aware, that the 
Ordinary Middle School of the Doshisha 
shall be a “purely Mission School,” if by 
that term is meant a school having for its 
prime purpose the propagandism of the 
Christian creed. The contention is that 
the teaching of Christian morality should 
form part of the curriculum of the school, 
and that, unless it does form part of it, 


















the school. ceases to be the kind 
of institution for the establishment 
and endowment of which Christian 
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affection, of making contented, 


‘land of keeping the public expenditure 


strictly within the income. Undoubtedly 
that is the correct view. There is nothing 
in the nature of chance in. England’s 
colonial successes. It can not be ques- 
tioned that there are here many points 
which might be advantageously considered 
with reference to Formosa.” The Kohu- 
min then goes on to urge that measures 
should be taken to secure special quali- 
fications in civil officials for service in 
Formosa, that they should first be ap- 
pointed as probationers to study their 
duties, the language, laws and customs of 
the country, and that théy should then 
undergo a second examination. Having 
passed it successfully, they should receive 
good pay and be able to look forward to 
generous pensions, and should be required 
to remain in office for at least fifteen 
years unless physically incapacitated. 
The number of officials now serving in 
Formosa might, also, be largely diminish- 
ed. All the remainder of Mr. Kirkwood’s 





people in the United States contributed 
large sums of money. Unless we mis- 
understand the conditions under which 
private schools are admitted to the same 
class as public schools and granted the 
same privileges, the Director of the Do- 
shisha Finjo Chiu-gakko bas given a pledge 
that no religious instruction of any kind 
shall be imparted at the school. If sucha 
pledge has been given, it is useless to 
contend that ‘no injury has been done to 
the school’s religious principles.” Either 
the pledge has not been given in good 
faith, or the paramount object of the 
school has been abandoned. Either the 
Japanese Authorities are the victims of a 
deception, or the American Christian con- 
tributors have been deceived. We can 
not see any exit from that dilemma. If 
Mr. Yokoi has an intelligible explanation 
to offer, the public will be delighted to 
listen to it, for no one desires to pass an 
unfavourable verdict. As for the excuse 
that the school’s existence was at stake, 
we have only to say that the demise of a 
hundred schools would have been better 
than the preservation of one by means 
such as seem to have been adopted. 








MR. KIREWOOD ON FORMOSA. 
a 

The Kokumin Shimbun writes thus :— 
“We have already published some remarks 
of Mr. Montague Kirkwood, Adviser to 
the Judicial Department, who, in compli- 
ance with instructions from our Govern. 
ment, recently travelled round the colonies 
in India, Burmah, Ceylon and the Malay 
Peninsula, inquiring into the causes of the 
success of Great Britain’s colonial admini- 
stration in those place, and subsequently 
visited Formosa to inspect the state of 
affairs in our new territory, We learn 





advice is strongly endorsed by the Koku- 
min, and its thorough adoption is earnestly 
recommended. 








THE CASSINI CANARD. 
SEU Ee, 

Nothing could be finer than the 
pertinacity of the believers in the 
“Cassini Convention.” The Kiao-chou 
incident ought to have shaken their 
confidence, but even if it survived 
that ordeal recent events should have 
dissipated it utterly. Human nature, 
however, especially the phase of human 
nature represented by journalists, finds 
nothing so painful as to confess an error. 
The North-China Daily News, which gave 
the ‘Cassini Convention” to the world 
and has ever since stood sponsor for it 
with noble obduracy, now offers this inter- 
pretation of Russia’s latest doings:— 
“Russia has demanded an immediate ful- 
fillment of the Cassini Convention.” Is 
not that delightful? By the ‘Cassini 
Convention ” China undertook to lease 
Kiao-chou to Russia for 15 years, but 
stipulated that Russia should not enter 
into immediate possession in order to 
obviate the danger of exciting the jealousy 
and suspicion of other Powers. Just a 
year after the conclusion of the “ Conven- 
tion," Germany came along and seized 
Kiao-chou, and China gave her a ninety- 
nine years lease of it. It had already 
been leased to Russia by the “ Conven- 
tion” but Russia uttered no word of 
protest. The same “Convention” gave 
Russia the right to use Port Arthur and 
Talien as military bases. The ‘ Conven- 
tion”? was supposed to have been 
signed at the end of September, 1896, and 
in October, 1897, Russia asked China’s 








that, as the result of his investigations, 
the following may be regarded as the 
principal reasons of England's success in 
colonial administration :—First, she exer- 
cises the greatest care in choosing officials 
for duty in the colonies ; secondly, she is 
cautious not to violate the ancient customs 
of ihe people; thirdly, she gives the 
people local autonomy and makes them 
their own guards; fourthly, she issues 
laws and ordinances of the most succinct 
and lucid character ; fifthly, she studiously 
avoids sudden changes of regulations and 
seeks to win the contidence of the people ; 
and sixthly, she adopts all means of secur- 
ing the prosperity and security of the 
people, of winning their respect and 
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permission to use Port Arthur during one 
winter as anaval station, Shehad already 
acquired the right to use it at all times, 
yet she was obliged to obtain special leave 
to use it temporarily! And now, finally, 
we have Russia coming forward and 
asking at a most inopportune time for the 
very privileges which the Convention had 
already secured to her, but which she was 
pledged not to openly profit by until an 
opportune time presented itself. The 
fact isthat the “ Cassini Convention ” was 
a pure myth, possessing, however, one 
title to consideration, namely, that its 
contents represented with considerable 
accuracy the designs which Russia might 











have been supposed to entertain. 
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THE CHINESE LOAN. 


neg, 

The German moiety of the Chinese 
loan has been fully subscribed, but the 
British portion seems to have fallen some- 
what flat, and, according to telegrams 
received yesterday, the whole issue has 
not been covered. From a purely finan. 
cial point of view the opposite result 
might have beén expected, nor is it alto- 
gether easy to detect the cause of the 
difference. Of course the explana 
most readily conceivable is that the Bri- 
tish public do not feel easy about China’s 
future, and are disposed to think that her 
fate will soon be put to the arbitrament 
of the sword, Russia and France fighting 
in one camp against Great Britain in the 
other. It is difficult for people like our- 
selves, who see Far-Eastern things in a 
close foreground, to believe in the im- 
mence of any such danger. Russia and 
France seem to be laying the foundations 
of claims for future building, rather than 
getting ready to construct the edifice at 
once. They are delimiting their prospec- 
tive spheres of influence and will be con- 
tent for the present with moral effects. 
That is what the situation suggests to us 
at any rate. For neither Russia nor 
France is prepared to fight in the Far 
East just now. The outbreak of war 
would limit them at once to the squadrons 
already in Eastern waters, and would 
leave them practically without coaling 
stations or dockyards. Of course they 
may be thinking of what they could do in 
the European arena. That is a hypo- 
thesis opening up a very different class of 
considerations, not, however, more con- 
sistent with circumstances, so far as we 
can see, than the idea of a contest con- 
fined to the Far East. 


FORESHORE RIGHTS AT THE 
OPEN PORTS. 
eS eS 

The Times, commenting upon the ques- 
tion of foreshore rights in Japan, falls 
into an unfortunate error. With reference 
to Yokohama, it says :—‘‘ At the time the 
land forming the foreign settlement was 
set apart, the frontage there was a shingle 
beach over which a road was gradually 
formed. ‘The area of the concession was 
niarked off in lots which passed into pri- 
vale ownership by public sale. Front lots 
commanded, as water lots, higher prices 
than lots standing farther back; pur- 
chasers being under the natural im- 
pression that they were acquiring fron- 
tage rights. From this position of secu- 
rity they were awakened, first by the 
the construction of a harbour-works office 
and observatory on reclaimed land in 
front of the original water line.” The 
impression produced by this statement is 
that, when the foreign settlement was 
staked out, the Japanese Government, or, 
at any rate, the Japanese owners of 
the land, sold the site to foreigners, 
and received prices that varied accord- 
ing to the propinquity of the lots to the 
foreshore. If that were the case, a 
moral obligation not to deprive the then 
water lots of their sea-frontage would 
have devolved on the sellers of the land. 
But the transaction was not of the nature 
described by The Times. The whole of 
the original Foreign Settlement, extend- 
ing from No. 1 (Yes-icht) to the Creek and 
from the sea in front to Otamachi at the 

















back, was assigned to foreigners nat 


payment. It was not EC COO of 
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the Settlement being found necessary, 
were negotiated by special conventions 
in 1864 and 1866, that the practice of put- 
ting up lots for sale came into operation, 
and even then the funds thus accruing 
were either devoted, by explicit stipula- 
tion, to municipal purposes, or were ap- 
plied to defray the expenses incurred by 
the Japanese Authorities in reclaiming the 
land, The sole distinction between water 
lots and rear lots was that for every 100 
tsubo of the former buildings to the value 
of 150 yen must be created, and for every 
too ¢subo of the latter, buildings to the 
value of 50 yen. In short, the present 
Bund lots having passed into the posses- 
sion of their original foreign holders with- 
out pecuniary consideration, no claim can 
now be based on the conditions or cir- 
cumstances of a sale which never Look 
place. It is generally admitted now, we 
believe, that the terms upon which the 
sea lots were acquired in the first instance 
do not confer any legally recognisable 
title to water frontage. During the 39 
years that have elapsed since then, how- 
ever, vested interests of a very tangible 
character have probably arisen in many 
cases, and any arrangement which ignored 
those interests could scarcely be consi- 
dered equitable. 





LEPROSY. 








An international.congress met in Berlin 
at the close of last year to discuss the 
subject of leprosy, which appears to be 
spreading to such an extent as to demand 
special scientific attention. The subject 
is particularly interesting in Japan, where 
this awful disease has had a home for 
many centuries. Speaking broadly, there 
are two forms of leprosy; one ending 
fatally in 9 or 10 years from the time of 
seizure, the other requiring about 20 years 
tofinishits work. The outward evidences 
of the former are brownish and red spots 
round the eyes and on the backs of the 
hands. The spots swell gradually into 
knotty growths which finally develop in 
the internal organs, In the second type, 
large boils appear, leaving white spots 
where all sense of feeling is lost, so that 
burning with hot irons causes no pain. 
Loss of hands, feet, eyes, and nose are 
not infrequent results of this form of the 
malady. The Berlin congress arrived at 
these conclusions :— 

“The producer of leprosy, as determined by the 
modern scientific methods of research, is illus 
lepra, known to the scientific world for the period of 
twenty-five years through the investigations of 
Neisser and Hansen. All are agreed that only» 
human being can be the bearer of this bacillus, and 
it is a fact that leprosy is contagious, Kvery leprous 
person is a source of danger to those around him, 
and the danger grows the more closely the patient 
associates with others and the worse the general sani- 
tary conditions are that surround him, For this 
reason the existence of leprosy is especially dangerous 
among the poorer classes. However, it can not be 
denied that the transfer of this disease to people in 
better circumstances has been observed in more than 
one case. ‘Ihe opinion that leprosy is hereditary hys 
been losing adherents in receut times, while the view 
that it is contagious has gained advocates. As yet no 
method of treatment has been found that is effectual 
in cases of leprosy. Leprosy is incurable.” 

But if leprosy is declared to be contagious 
and incurable, medical experts have now 








decided that itis not hereditary. “It has 
been demonstrated again and again,” 
writes Dr. Stinde, summing up the 


most recent conclusions on the subject, 
“that the descendants of leprous parents 
are perfectly healthy aud remain so.” We 
may hope, therefore, that some means will 





found of rescuing the offspring of 
on from perpetual imprisonment in 


the isolated settlements where persons 
afflicted with the disease have to be con- 
fined. That consideration derives new 
importance from the fact that leprosy, 
which in the Occident used to be limited 
to Russia, Scandinavia, and Iceland, has 
now found its way into eastern Prussia. 
Dr. Stinde’s essay, from which, as trans- 
lated by the Literary Digest, we take 
these details, concludes thus :— 


The ways and means in which leprosy is carried 
from place to place has been made the special subject 
of study by Sticker, who, as member of the German 
committee, went to India in late years to study the 
plague there, His views were warmly approved by 
the congress, According to his view the part of the 
body from which all leprous persons during their 
entire sickness send forth the greatest number of 
bacilli, and do so with the greatest of regularity and 
in great abundance, is the nose. On the other hand, 
it was discovered that the part of the healthy body 
which is most ready to receive these bacilli, and 
where the contagion in nearly all instances takes 
place, is again the nose, Just as tuberculosis begins 
at the endsof the lungs, so leprosy begins at the ends 
of the nose. 

The congress agreed to agitate for the establish 
ment of leprosy colonies wherever needed. This 
seems the only means of staying the destruction 
caused by this ‘eldest daughter of death,” as leprosy 
is termed in the original text of Job. 




















THE “MAINE” AFFAIR, 


enh eae 

President McKinley’s resolve to observe 
temporary secrecy with regard to the 
finding of the Commission appointed to 
investigate the Masse catastrophe, is 
ominous. Had the Commission decided 
definitely in the sense of an accident, the 
President would not have lost a moment 
in making the decision public. The 
inference is plain. Then we have a 
Spanish semi-official refusal to endorse 
the idea that the cause of the explosion 
was external to the vessel. In short, 
everything points at present to foul play. 
Yet we fail to see why the event should 
precipitate war. If the explosion was the 
work of insurgents it must have been 
contrived with the express object of em- 
broiling Spain and the United States. It 
would be a miserable result that such a 
plot should succeed. If, on the other 
hand, the guilt is with the Spaniards, no 
one can imagine that officialdom had any 
concern in it. A fanatic must have 
been the agent, and States are not held 
responsible for the deeds of their fanatical 
subjects or citizens. An idea has been 
mooted and apparently credited that the 
ship was blown up by a mine which could 
not have been fired without access to the 
battery and without kuowledge such as an 
official expert alone would possess. But 
how could the vessel have been anchored 
over amine. ‘Is it conceivable that she 
was deliberately invited to occupy such 
a berth by the harbour authorities? 





KOREA. 
RELL) See 

There is arumour—whether trustworthy 
or not we can not tell—that the Russian 
Government has recalled M. de Speyer 
and that he will not proceed to Peking. 
If such be the case, the inference is at 
once suggested that M. de Speyer exceed- 
ed his instructions, and that the recent 
fiasco in Sdul was brought about by his 
precipitancy. That was our own idea 
originally, and it is certainly the easiest 
way of explaining the situation. But M. 
de Speyer’s despatch is very difficult to 
reconcile with any hypothesis of the kind. 
Further developments will doubtless help 





us to a solution of the puzzle. 
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THE FAR-EASTERN SITUATION. 
cet cas 


EUTER’S telegrams certainly furnish 

grounds for considerable uneasiness, if 
it be not necessary to discountthem largely. 
They attribute to France an attitude which 
scarcely admits of any interpretation 
except a deliberate attempt, in combina- 
tion with Russia, to strike a heavy blow at 
British interests in China. Two of the 
demands said to have been addressed by 
the French Government to Peking are 
natural enough: those relating to the 
extension of a railway from Tonquin into 
Yunnan, and the leasing of a site for a 
coal depdt on the coast of Kwantung at 
the head of the Gulf of Tonquin. Ifthere 
be such things as “spheres of foreign in- 
terests “in China, the Gulf of Tonquin lies 
within France’s sphere, and if she wants 
acoal depét on the northern littoral of 
the Gulf, no Power except China has any 
title to say her nay. So, too, of the 
Mang-hao-Yunnan line. She has long 
entertained the project of tapping south- 
ern and eastern Yunnan from the upper 
waters of the Songka River, and she has 
just as much right to pursue that aim as 
England has to seek railway communica- 
tion with Western China vi@ Burmah. 
But the remaining French demands are 
of a very different complexion, She asks 
China to guarantee that no part: of the 
provinces of Kwangtung, Kwangsi, and 
Yunnan shall be ceded to a Foreign 
Power. What does that mean? Consi- 
dered cursorily, it appears to be analogous 
to England’s recently obtained guarantee 
that no part of the Yangtze Valley shall be 
alienated. But in truth the two conditions 
are radically different. England’s object is 
to secure the free navigation of China’s 
great waterway, which, with its tributaries, 
affords access to some sixteen provinces. 
The closing of the Yangtze to British 
vessels would involve the ruin of British 
trade with China, and England is deter- 
mined that it shall be kept open to the 
ships of all nations and that no foreign 
Power shall acquire a position from which 
its navigation could be interrupted, or the 
freedom of trade on its waters hampered 
A guarantee with regard to the three pro- 
vinces of Kwantung, Kwangsi, and Yunnan 
can not be construed in any similar sense. 
It is plainly an attempt to establish a 
“sphere of influence” with a view to future 
contingencies. In short, the recent pro- 
ceedings of Russia and France are ob- 
viously directed to the dismemberment of 
the Chinese Russia taking 
Manchuria, with, perhaps, the vast project 
of gradual extension thence in westerly 
and northerly directions until all the pro- 
vinces north of the Yellow River, together 
with Mongolia, are absorbed; France ap- 
propriating the three southern provinces, 
and England being left to work out her 
destiny in Central China along the Yangtsze 
Valley, sandwiched between Russia and 
France. It is a stupendous 


empire; 
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but the demands formulated from St. 
Petersburg and Paris are unmistak- 
able pointers, England, however, already 
possesses an island lying off the coast 
of Kwangtung, where she has created 
the Liverpool of the East. She also 
possesses a portion of the nrainland of 
Kwangtung, and has been for some time 
openly thinking of asking for more. 
She has, further, large tradal opera- 
tions with Canton, and it was through 
her enterprise that the West River was 
opened, which runs through two of the 
very provinces included in the French 
demand, It must be presumed that 
England intends to keep the West River 
open to the trade of the world just as she 
intends to keep the Yangtze open. The 
establishment of French control in Kwang- 
tung and Kwangsi would mean the ruin 
of Hongkong and the exclusion of British 
commerce from Canton and the whole of 
the regions watered by the West River. 
That would scarcely be tolerable. 


With regard to the third demand—the 
concession of the exclusive right to work 
mines along the route of the railway from 
Tonquin into Yunnan—China is precluded 
by treaty from granting anything of the 
kind. She has pledged herself not to 
give to any one Power privileges that 
she does not extend toall alike. Hence, 
if France made a demand, 
she has done so in defiance of the Treaty 
tights of other States. That is a question 
in which all Western Powers are interest- 
ed. But the demand relating to the posts 
is aimed direct at England. Sir ROBERT 
Harr is now in charge of the Chinese 
postal system. England, of course, had 
nothing to do with his employment for that 
purpose; Sir ROBERT Hart himself, in 
choosing the personnel of the Customs and 
Postal services, makes no attempt to con- 
fine his appointments to any one nation- 
ality, whether British or what not. It has 
been stipulated that until the last loan 
raised by China is paid back, a British 
subject shall remain at the head of the 
Customs, since their revenue is pledged as 
security forthe loan, That isa legitimate 
and perfectly natural arrangement, not 
dictated by any sentiment of internation- 
al rivalry or jealousy. But France's 
demand aims simply at getting the postal 
business into the hands of Frenchmen 
gua Frenchmen. It is a distinct effort to 
strike a blow at British influence and 
prestige, arbitrarily taking out of the hands 
of a British subject an enterprise organized 
by him and conducted in such a manner 
that a change to other control would be 
merely capricious. If France has really 
preferred the demands attributed to her 
by the telegraph, she is evidently working 
in combination with Russia for Great 
Britain’s discomfiture. 


has such 












RUSSIA IN KOREA. 
owe gs es 
USSIA’S latest move in Korea is ex- 


ceedingly difficult to explain. The 
telegraph seems to be transmitting the 
truth in this case. The St. Petersburg 
Government has really signified its inten- 
of withdrawing its financial and military 
experts lent to Korea. Moreover, we are 
informed that when Mr. DE SPEYER pro- 
pounded the question which has been 
followed by this strange result, he did not 
accompany it by any veiled menace—as 
was originally reported—but intimated 
rather that if Korea signified her desire 
to dispense with the devices of the ex- 
perts, measures would be taken for their 
removal. That, of course, may have been 
intended to imply a threat, but, judging 
by what has ensued, such an inference is 
scarcely reasonable. What are we to 
think of it all? Russia seemed to be 
seated firmly enough in the Korean 
saddle. She was forcing the pace a little 
unwisely, no doubt, but it certainly did 
not appear that she was riding for a fall, 
or that a fall was imminent. Suddenly, 
however, her Representative challenged 
the Korean Government to make a de- 
claration of sympathy or antipathy, and 
when the Government chose the latter, 
Russia seems to have said :—" Very well, 
then; since you don’t want me you shan’t 
have me. I'll leave you to your own de- 
vices.” But that is very like a fiasco. Itis 
as though Russia had voluntarily manufac- 
tured an extinguisher for her own head, 
‘and one does not expect sentimental self- 
effacement of that kind on her part. 
Several explanations offer. The simplest 
is that Mr. DE SPEYER made a mistake, and 
that the Russian Government deemed it a 
point of dignity not to attempt to correct 
the situation. Russia's line from the first 
had been that she merely complied with 
Korea’s request in sending drill-instruc- 
tors and financial advisers to Sdéul. Pos- 
sibly when Korea declared publicly that 
she wished to get rid of those gentlemen, 
the CZAR considered that to force their 
continued services upon the Koreans would 
not have been the part of a great Power. 
Most people will decline to believe, how- 
ever, that Mr. DE Speyer blundered into 
an impasse. They will think that he acted 
with eyes fully opened to the consequences 
and under explicit instructions from St. 
Petersburg. If that were so, it would 
appear to follow that Russia has changed 
her attitude towards Korea, and that 
she is disposed to step quietly out of 
the peninsula. But why? Because she 
finds it a hopeless place? Because ex- 
perience shows her that she can make 
nothing of it? Well, but she had at least 
posted herself in the position to profit by 
an opportunity, and there was no reason 
why she should throw away chances 
acquired with so much trouble. We can 


not believe for a moment that she has 
abatdonied Llisofield in disgust or despair. 
fa ThiCy a 
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Patience and tenacity have always been 
characteristic elements of her policy. 
There is another explanation. It is that 
circumstances have rendered Korea com- 
paratively useless to her. _ If Viadivostock 
is tobe the terminus of her trans-Asian 
line, it is essential that Korea, which 
abuts upon a long stretch of the railway, 
and from whose harbours her maritime 
communications with Vladivostock could 
be commanded, should be kept from pass- 
ing into the possession of any possibly 
hostile State, But if Shingking is to 
belong to Russia and if the terminus of 
the railway is to be in the Liaotung Penin- 
sula, then Vladivostock loses nearly all 
its importance and Korea ceases to have 
any special value. There is nothing in- 
credible in such a change of policy except 
its precipitancy. Can we suppose .that 
Russia has been working along purely 
experimental lines for the past three years, 
and that she sees her way clearly only 
now? It is difficult tg be so credulous. 
Frankly speaking, we find ourselves un- 
able to fit any working theory to the facts. 





THE DOSHISHA QUESTION. 


aged, 

INCE the summer of 1896 the Doshi- 

sha question has attracted much atten- 
tion. The Doshisha is a college which was 
started in Kyoto by the late Mr. NisHIMA 
—or “NEESIMA,” as his name is often 
wrilten by foreigners. He obtained funds 
for the purpose from American sources, 
the explicit intention of the donors being 
that the institution should be conducted 
on the lines of Christian morality. Richly 
endowed with American money and assis- 
ted by a number of highly educated Ame- 
tican gentlemen who worked as professors 
and teachers, the Doshisha flourished and 
acquired a high reputation. But there 
came a time when freedom of thought, 
newly born among the Japanese, ceased to 
be compatible with the comparatively ri 


views of the religious Society having 
direct relations with the college—the 


American Board Mission. The Japanese 
Trustees, not considering themselves pled- 
ged as cducationists to any detinite 
syllabus of Christian doctrine, saw no 
reason why professorial chairs should not 
be occupied by men of unorthodox views ; 
the Foreign Faculty objected to anything 
of the kind. That seems to us to be the 
fairest and most compendious  state- 
ment of the case. There were, doubtless, 
minor causes of friction, but the funda- 
mental difficulty appears to have been 
what is here set down, By and by, the 
schism grew so marked that the American 
Board deemed it necessary to send to 
Japan a spe Committee, charged with 
the duty of investigating the facts. The 
first business of this deputation being to 
obtain assurances such as would satisfy 
American subscribers that they could still 
conscientiously contribute to the support 


of the Doshisha, the a Cr 
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the Trustees of the College to publicly 
endorse a certain declaration of faith. 
The Trustees refused. They said that in 
their opinion the consequence of the pro- 
posed step would be to confound religious 
propagandism with secular education, 
and thus to impart to the Doshisha in the 
eyes of the publica character which its 
founder had not intended it to bear. They 
said, at the same time, that, speaking as 
individuals, they did not hesitate to affirm 
their belief in the articles formulated by 
the Committee, though in their collective 
tapacity as Trustees of an educational in- 
stitution they must decline to ‘make such 
a profession; and they added that, with 
regard to the moral atmosphere of the 
College, seven out of the nine Trustees 
were members of Kumiat Churches and 
two were graduates of the College ; that 
all the Deans of the Schools, with one 
exception, were professing Christians, as 
Were also a large majority of the Japanese 
professors and instructors; that chapel 
services were held twice a week and on 
Sunday, at which the members of the 
Faculty and the Students were required 
to be present ; and that instruction in the 
Bible was offered to all the students. In 
short, they took up the position that the 
object ot the Doshisha was not religious 
propagandism, but simply education per- 
meated with the spirit of Christianity. 
Now it is emphatically denied on the part 
of the American Board that religious pro- 
pagandism was ever the purpose of the 
Doshisha. The college was intended not 
to be an instrument of propagandism byt 
simply to be tributary to the growth of 
religion. Hence there existed no radical 
difference of theory between the Board 
and the Trustees. But in practice the 
Trustees allowed their breadth of view 
to exceed the limits of liberty regarded 
by the Board as permissible, and there 
seems to be no doubt that one mem- 
ber of the Japanese Faculty showed offen- 
sive antipathy to the missionaries, and that 
the Trustees themselves began to assume 
towards the Board an attitude of in- 
dependence which -appeared to the latter 
not only improper and ungrateful but 
also likely, if unrestrained, to imperil the 
character of the College. Under these 
circumstances the connexion between the 
Board and the College was severed, the 
latter ceasing to receive any further 
pecuniaty support from the former. 
Earnest people could uot but regard the 
incident with profound regret, and foreign 
critics, knowing the kind of men sent out 
by the American Board to assist at the 
Doshisha, were constrained to conclude 
that the fault lay chiefly with the Japanese 
Trustees and Faculty. Nevertheless, up to 
this point it could not justly be alleged that 
the Doshisha had ceased to be tributary to 
the growth of the Christian religion. 
Christianity still continued to be the 
foundation of the moral education frni- 
le at the institution. But, on the 3rd 
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of last month, the Trustees took a step 
which exposes them to the gravest sus- 
picion. They elided from the Constitution 
a clause providing that all schools of the 
Doshisha Society must have ‘‘ Doshisha ” 
asa part of theirname, and must be govern- 
ed by the principles of the Constitution. 
Briefly stated, the meaning of the elision 
was that Christianity need no longer be 
the foundation of the moral education 
furnished at the Doshisha’s affiliated 
schools, The Trustees have not declared 
that they intend to abolish that kind of 
moral education at the schools, but their 
action scarcely admits of any other in- 
terpretation when we consider its osten- 
sible purpose. What is that purpose? 
The question brings us to not the least 
interesting part of the story. Under the 
present educational system of Japan the 
students of all schools classed as “ Mid- 
dle” or ‘ Upper” enjoy the privilege of 
exemplion from military service up to 
their twenty-eighth year. No missionary 
school has hitherto been admitted to this 
classification, and it was to-obtain ad- 
mission forthe Doshisha’s principal school 
that the Trustees laid aside its nominally 
Christian affinities. Such is the state- 
ment made recently in these columns by 
the Rev. Mr. DAvis, who was for 21 years 
a Professor in the school. It amounts to 
an accusation of the gravest character 
against the Trustees, for they are placed 
in the position of having committed some- 
thing very like afraud. The funds needed 
for establishing and endowing the Doshi- 
sha were contributed on the distinct con- 
dition that they should be used for 
purposes of education on the lines of 
Christian morality. The Trustees have 
no more right to dispense with the teach- 
ing of Christian morality in a Doshisha 
school than they have to obtain money 
under false pretences. Philanthropic Ame- 
ricans furnished funds to build and support 
an institution where not merely intellec- 
tual education but also moral education 
founded on Christianity should be provided 
for Japanese youths. They would never 
have given the money had they anticipated 
such a step as that said to have been now 
taken by the Trustees. It may be urged 
on behalf of the -Trustees that the Doshi- 
sha is no longer in receipt of pecuniary 
aid from America, and that, in order to 
make it self-supporting, expediency must 
be consulted, not moral obligations alone. 
It may also be urged that from the time 
when the American Board decided to dis- 
sociale itself from the institution, the 
respousibility of the Trustees towards the 
original foreign contributors underwent a 
radical change. If the Trustees rely on 
these or any other arguments, they should 
lose no time in making them public. As 
things now stand, there can be only one 
verdict: they should rather have closed 
the Doshisha altogether than adopt the 
course which they have apparently taken. 
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SCHOOLS AND PRIVILEGES. 


gs 

N connexion with the subject of the Do- 

shisha and the application made by its 
Faculty for official recognition, it may be 
useful to set forth some facts which do 
not appear to be generally known. Pub- 
lic Schools in Japan are classed as Nor- 
mal, Upper Middle, Ordinary Middle, 
and Primary. To the first three classes 
the privilege is accorded that students 
entered in their books are exempted fromq 
military service up to the age of twenty- 
eight. Under ordinary circumstances 
every Japanese youth becomes liable to 
conscription at the age of nineteen, and, 
if drafted into the service, has to serve 
with the colours for three years, a fatal 
interruption, of course, to the completion 
of any studies in which he has engaged. 
He may, indeed, escape with one year’s 
service—and that comparatively light— 
by entering his name as a volunteer and 
paying a sum of 100 yen, but we are not 
speaking here of special exemptions: 
our concern is with the general rule. It 
is plainly an immense boon to a lad to be 
sure of escaping conscription until he 
reaches the age of twenty-eight. By that 
time he may reasonably hope to have em- 
braced some profession or attained some 
position in virtue of which final exemp- 
tion from military service will be procur- 
able, or he may look to be in possession 
of funds sufficient for the purchase of a 
volunteer’s privilege. At all events he is 
sure of being able to complete his educa- 
tion, which consummation, we need 
scarcely say, is the Government’s pur- 
pose in granting the privilege. By the 
term “ public school” is to be understood 
an institution having a fixed course of 
studies, receiving a certain measure of 
State aid—whether from the Treasury or 
from communal funds—, and subject to 
official inspection. 

It is evident that if the privilege of ex- 
emption from conscription were limited to 
“ public schools,” private enterprise in the 
field of education would be fatally handi- 
capped, for students would unhesitatingly 
prefer schools to which a privilege so valua- 
ble was attached. To prevent injurious 
discrimination of that kind, it is provided 
that any private school having a curri- 
culum in strict conformity with the stand- 
ard prescribed by the Educational De- 
partment shall be entitled to rank with a 
public school of corresponding curriculum. 
In order to obtain such recognition, ap- 
plication must be duly made to the 
Department, and a solemn engagement 
must be given that no religious teaching 
enters into the scholastic course, or 
shall enter into it so long as the pri- 
vilege is enjoyed. Naturally no mis- 
sionary schools can apply for classifica- 
tion under such conditions. The direct 
object of missionary schools may not be 





Christian propagandism, but Christian 
morality is taught at them all, and they 
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are thus ineligible to be entered in the 
Department’s list. It should be clearly 
understood, however, that this rule is not 
directed against Christianity alone. It 
applies to all religions. A school where 
instruction is given in the Buddhist or 
Shinto creed finds itself just as effectually 
debarred from the privilege in question 
as does aChristian missionary school. In 
short, religious training is excluded from 
the curricula of all educational institutions 
recognised officially in Japan. That is 
the point to which we would draw atten- 
tion, Modern intelligence has laid down 
the broad principle that no State aid 
should be given to any school unless it is 
conducted on strictly secular lines. That 
principle is based on the obviously just 
consideration that public money, which is 
contributed by persons of all shades of 
belief, can not properly be appropriated 
for the teaching, or inculcation, of religious 
doctrines which may be obnoxious to 
many of the contributors. The whole 
question, as we understand it, turns upon 
one pivot—pecuniary aid. On the other 
hand, it is equally incontrovertible that 
there exist great numbers of people who 
condemn all school teaching unaccom- 
panied by religious instruction; people 
who do not believe that there can be any 
education in the true sense of the word 
unless it includes an element of religious 
morality. The Japanese system scems to 
discriminate unfairly against such people. 
Its practical effect is that, whereas all 
persons willing to have their children 
educated without religious training, are 
granted twenty-eight years wherein to 
complete the work, parents who think 
that secular learning divorced from re- 
ligious morality is not sufficient for aboy’s 
welfare, are allowed only nineteen years 
to educate him. If to place a private 
school officially in the same rank with a 
public “middle school” involved any 
contribution of State or communal funds 
towards its maintenance, the case would 
be different. But where there is question 
only of exemption from military service, 
we fail Lo see why a youth whose educa- 
tion has comprised religious training 
should be placed at a very serious dis- 
advantage as compared with a youth whose 
education has been purely secular. 











KOREAN FINANCE. 
ga hg eae 

The Korean Budget for 1898 is given 
in the pages of the Korean Repository. 
The income is put at $4,527,476, the ex- 
penditure at $4,525,530, the surplus on 
the side of the former being less than 
two thousand dollars. That looks like a 
close fit, but the fact is that the revenue 
is estimated on a very low scale. Its 
principal item is ‘Government Tax,” 
which furnishes $3,779,316, the remainder 
being made up of “Miscellaneous In- 
come” ($40,000) ; “Mint Seignorage ” 
($20,000) and “Surplus from last year” 
($508,160). The ‘ Government Tax” is 
oe of the following items :— 
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$2,227,758 

29,558 

24,000 

Arrears of Taxes 358,000 
Jinseng Monopoly 150,000 
Gold Mines. .. 40,000 
Customs «. 730,000 





A curious point is to be noted with respect 
to the first two items ‘in the above list. 
The Land Tax, as actually assessed, ag- 
gregates $4,876,475, but a sum of $420,959 
is taken off in view of possible failures of 
crops, and the remainder is then reduced 
by one half, on the ground that the basis 
of the estimate being a three-hundred- 
year-old survey, can not be trusted, and 
that many influential folks do not pay. 
The case of the House Tax is worse, for 
the true estimate is $688,674 and only 
$229,558 is reckoned as a good asset. 
There must be magnificent opportunities 
for tax-collectors in Korea. 

With regard to the expenditure, we 
quote the Repository = 

‘The detail of the expenditures is so cleatly laid 
down that no comment is necessary ne item; 
however, we feel, deserves @ passing notice of 
heaity endorsement and approval. It is proposed 
to organize twenty new government schools in 
1898, one in Soul, one in each of the thirteen pro- 
vincial capitals, and one in each of the six open 
ports, The appropriation to each of these schools 
is $360. Their number should be increased until 
there is one in every town of 1,000 or more ine 
habitants throughout the empire. ‘The following 
is the table of expenditures :— 

Orninary ExrenDiTures. 
L—Imperial Household 
Department 
Imperial Household 




















"$500,000 





$60,000 























































60,000 $ 
_ 32,016 
ie = ad 
Depa:tment Expenses... 25.984 - 
Superintendency of Trade 31,732 - 
Three Legations abroad 74, 132,396 
IV.—Home Office = = 
Department Expenses... 28,410 - 
Police Department v4... 161,175 fs 
Prisons and jails + 12,158 - 
Goveramént of S3ul..... 7,050 
Provincial Administration 140,916 = 
Prefectures, rst class .., 30,186 - 
Government of Cheiju. 4,265 - 
Prefectures, 2nd class... 786,123 - 
Police at open ports... 42375 =- 
Vaccinati a 4,000 = 
‘Travelling Ex 10,000 1,025,655 
V.—Finance Deparime — - 
WE 49.534 - 
D 10,173, - 
120,000 - 
100,000 - 
National debt "12.690 
‘Transport of currency... 200,080 892,197 
VI—Law Department es 46.853 
VII.—Department of Edu- 

CALION vesesnere nae - = 
Department Expenses... 19,124 od 
Astconomical Board... 3.550 = 
Schools... $0,466 - 
Grants in ai 6,200 89,349 

VIII —Departmes 

Commerce, ets seers = = 
Department Expenses... 29,230 - 
Post Office. 73.000 = 
‘Telegraphs . 87,000 189,230 

IX,—War Office i — = 
Department Expenses... 96,000 — 
Military establishment... 1,155,736 1,251,745 

Total.. ot _ $4,418,432 
ExTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURES. 
Sacrificial cites, . $70,000 
Fore fice . 480 
Road improvemer 30,000 
Archives, Home O! . 4,400 
Department of Commerce, etc... 1,218 
Total appropriations ... $4,524.530 


Mr. Frederick Tennyson, the eldest brother 
Of the late Lord Tennyson, is dead. He was 
himself the writer of some poetry of note, and 
part-author of the now famous “Poems by 
Two Brothers.” The Tennysons are a long 
lived race, for Frederick was yz years old at the 
time of his death. 
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RESULT OF 1HE GENERAL 


ELECTIONS. 
puke seeae 
According to our reckoning, the results of the 
general elections are as follows :— 
Liberals 
Progressists 
National Unionists 
Business Men 


Independent 
Minor Part 
















‘Total 


If we divide these i 
following :-— 





10 camps we have the 


Liperat Camp. 
Business Men 


Procressist Came, 
Progressists 
Mirror Pasties 








Neurran Came. 
Independent ., . 


34 
But our estimate does not tally wilh others pub: 
lished by vernacular newspapers, nor are any 





two of these identical. 
various returns. 


Here, for example, are 






Progiess- —Libe- National 
ists. tals, Unionists. 
Fisi Shimpo . 110 99 22 
i 105 92 25 
106 Ir 30 
105 109 35 
105 110 53 
: 110 9s 25 
Tokyo Asahi 110 98 24 
Yoresu Choho 110 97 25 





There discrepancies are duc, in some degree, 
to the fact that each political party has a fringe 
the colour of which is not quite certain. On 
the whole, however, we shall not be far wrong 
if we say that, assuming a coalition between 
the National Unionists and the Liberals, the 
Liberal Camp has a strength of 140, and the 
Progressist Camp a strength ot 130, approxim- 
ately, and that there are some 29 neutrals, As 
a general rule the Government can count on 
the support of the Independents, so that if the 
Cabinet allies itself with the Liberals, it will 
probably have a clear majority of about 20 
or 25 in the whole House. 

Ivis a noteworthy fact that out of 299 mem- 
bers retumed, only 8g sat in the last house. 
The most marked change in this respect has 
taken place in the Liberal Party, only 26 ot 
the former members being returned against 77 
new members, or 3 new members for 1 old, 
approximately, The Progressists, on the other 
other hand, have 42 of their former members 
against 62 new representatives, or something 
like 3 new members to every 2 old. 











Ifwe consider the names of men who have 
distinguished themselves in debate, we ‘find 
that all the parties have suffered heavy loss, 


Thus the Progressists lose 












“‘Tounada Shimpei. Hamawo Siigenn. 
Kamuchi Tanetsune, Higash eilaro, 
Abe Ikito Suzuki Shigeto 


Minoura Katsuto Orita Kenshi 


Kawashima Jun 
The Liberal losses are :— 








Ishida Kannosuke Suzuki Jubi 

Sakurai Tsutomy Ebashi K 
Misaki Ka 
Shigeoka 





The National Unionists lose :— 
Hayakawa Ryosuke Furusho Kamon 
Inai Isoichiro 
Among the Independents and Minor Parties 
we miss the names of :— 
Hara Zenzaburo 
Horikoshi Kwansuke 
Konishi Junnosuke 


Mochizuki Unai 
Gamo S-n 





‘We do not suppose that very many of our readers |_ 


will be interested in the above names, butto 
those that have followed the debates in the 
Lowes House, they are all familiar. 





There have been five general elections, since 


Digitized by (4 








the Diet was first convened, in 1890, and the 
number of men who have been returned on 
every one of these occasions and 





new House, is only 22, They are :— 
Procrsssists. 
Shimada Saburo ita Yaroku 
Ozaki Yukio Kokau 
Tvugai Ki Kuro 





Ohigashi Gitetsu 
Sato Satoji 





Liperars. 
Karihara Ryoichi Kaino Kuzo 
Ebara Soroku Yamada Taizo 
Nationa Untonists. 
Sassa Tomofusa Asakura Crikatame 
Motoda Hajime Sasaki Shozo 
Minor Parrizs. 
Kono Hironaka (Tohoku Domei-kat) 
Atai Shozo (Shin-Fiyu-to) 
Haseba Junko (Seirukai) 
erals, though they have gained appreci- 
strength, have undergone a 
very marked sifting at the polls. It looks as il 
the evil repu‘ation attaching to some of their 
members in the last Diet had followed them to 
the constituencies. 











THE FAPANESE NAVY. 

—_, 

The Minister of State for the Navy has 

caused the following classification of the Japan- 
ese Fleet to be made and posted :— 


Ling-or Battie Snips, 





First class.—1. Fuji. 2. Vashima. 3. Shiki- 
shima, 4, Asahi. 
Second class.—5. Fuso. 6. Chinyen. 
Cruiszrs. 
Fist class—7. Asama. 8. Tokiwa. y. Ya- 
fumo. 10. Asuma. 


Second class—11. Maniwa. 12. Zakachiho. 
13. Itsukushima. 14. Matsushima. 15. Ha- 
shidate. 16. Foshino. 17. Vakasago. 
18. Kasagi. 19. Chitose. 

Third class.—20, Jsumi. 21. Chiyoda. 

22. Abilsusn. 23. Suma. 24. Akashi. 
Coast-Derence Snips. 
Third class.—25. Tsukuba. 26, Kongo. 
27. 28. Seiyen. 29. Kaimon. 
30 Venyru, 31. Katsuragi. 32. Famalo. 
33- Alusashi, 34. Takao. 
Guxsoats. 

First class. —35. 7sukushi. 

Second class.—37. Soko. 38. Hosho. 

39. Amati. “40. dwaki.” 41. Chinto. 
42. Chinnan. 43 Chinhoku. 44, Chinsei. 
45. Chinchu, 46. Chimpen, 47. Maya. 
48. Toriumi. 49. Alago. 50. Akagi. 
51. Oshima. 

Desratcu Vussets. 
52. Vayevama. 53. Zatsuta, 54. Miyako. 
55. Chihaya. 

Torpspo Depot Suir, 
56. Toyohashi. 

Torrgpo Destxoyrrs. 
57. Shinonome. 58. Murakumo. 
gird. 60. Shiranui, 61. Lhasuchi. 
62. Inazuma. 63. Akebono. 64. Saza 
nami. 








36. Beiven, 


5y. Pu- 


TorreDo-BoaTs, 

First class (6) —Kolaka. Fukuryu. Haya 
busa. Shiratata. Kasasaki. Manasuru. 

Second class (4).—No. 21. No. 23 No. 24. 
No. 25. 

Third class (21).—No, 1. No, 2. No. 3. 
No. 4. No. 5. No. 6. No. 7. No. 8. 
No. y No. 10. No. 11, No. 12. 

No. 13. No. 14. No. 15. No. 16. 
No. 17. No. 18. No. 19. No. 20. 
No, 26. No. 27. 


Fourth class (1).—No. 28. 








News has been received at Singapore of the 
death of Captain Blair, formerly manager of the 
Tanjong Pagar Dock Co., Singapore. Captain 
Blair retired in 1896, when he received a gift 
from the Company of $10,000 and a pension of 
$309 a month, 
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MONTHLY SUMMARY OF FAPAN. 
ESE CURRENT LITERATURE. 
ela g S, 

In the Xydiku-jiron are given the opinions 
of the well-known member of the Diet, Mr. Sasa 
Tomofusa on the rank occupied by 
among civilised countries. 
the gist of what Mr, Sasa has to. say :— 
object of my visit to Europe was to ascertain 
what Occidental nations actually think in refer- 
ence to this country. Itis impossible to find 
out Japan's place in the scale of nations without 
comparing her with the most advanced and 
powerful States. It is an undoubted fact that 
her victories in China advertised Japan in the 
Western world But exactly to what pos.tion 
in the eyes of the world has she been raised? 
That was the question I wished to see 
answered. I may quote one or two of the 
opinions of prominent men in Europe on the 
subject, which, with others, tend to show that 
the leaders of thought in the Western world 
have not made up their minds as to what will 
be the future career of this country, An eminent 
lecturer at Berlin University not long ago ob- 
served that the three great States of the world 
were America, England, and Russia, and alter- 
wards spoke of Japan as a country that was 
attracting notice. “As to how far this new 
Power will advance in the path of Occidental 
civilisation,” observed the lecturer, “is as yet 
undetermined.” The French statesman, M. 
Clémenceau, made the following remark to me : 
“It is reported in this part of the world that at 
the present time your progress is suspended, I 
can't believe this. In order to settle the question I 
purpose visiting Japan next year.” I hope facili- 
ties will be given to this eminent politician and 
art connoisseur to make athorough investigation. 
I told M. Ciémenceau that there was nothing 
that I desired so much as unsparing criticism 
of our institutions and life. A professor of the 
Heidelberg University, quoting from Yeko- 
hama papers, informed the students that since 
the war Japan had grown conceited and self- 
satisfied and was making little effort to make 
herself actually strong. One thing is certain, 
and that is that since the war Occidental na- 
tions have ceased (o regard Japan as a mere 
child whose pretty ways fascinate all) who 
come into contact with it, but as a formidable 
rival in the field of industry and commerce. 
The proof of this is to be seen inthe carefulness 
with which secrets connected with manufactures 














are guarded. The German Cement Companies 


have agreed to refuse permission to any Japan- 
ese wishing (o inspect their cement making 
works. And in France secret instructions have 
been issued by the Government forbidding 
Japanese inspection of industrial works or 
the disclosure to Japanese of industrial secrets. 
There is no doubt about our having risen in 
Occidental estimation, but what is important 
for us to bear in mind is that we have net 
risen in foreign estimation to the extent we 
ave rise our own, We rate ourselves 
higher than others rate us. The war brought 
us much good, but it also brought us much 
evil, We were the means of reve: 
the world the weakness of our great Conti 
neighbour. Western Powers are now reaping 
the benefit of that revelation. And thus we 
have brought a source of trouble to our very 
doors. 











#7 # 

The Xyéthu-jiron publishes an account of 
the recently expressed views of the new Minis- 
ter of Education, Marquis Saionji, from which 
we extract the following, allowing the Minister 
to speak for himself :—The late Mr. Mitsukuri 
commenced a series of works called ** Science 
for the People.” We want more of this kind 
of writing, We are far behind Western nations 
in the amount of instructive non-technical lite 
ture al the disposal of our people. If, instead 
of perusing silly novels from morning to night, 
our women were poring over-scientific books— 
wotks on domestic economy, etc., how much 
better qualified to bring up families they would 
become. I quite anticipate that my assumption 
of office will be the signal fora good deal of op- 
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position from the party which professes to cham- 
pion the cause of patriotism, My steadfast 
adherence to cosmopolitanism aaa principle of 
action on a former accasion created uo small 
umbrage in certain quarters. I have not 
changed my mind on this subject. Occident- 
alised I may be, but as regards patriotism I 
yield place to none. People’s methods of 
showing their patriotism differ considerably. 
There are those who think that patriotism is 
best shown by everlastingly vauating the praises 
of Japan, by sepresenting her as head and 
shoulders above all other countries. As forme 
1 confess I am strongly in favonr of foreign 
ways. On foreign civilisation and foreign learn- 
ing we are chiefly dependent for the position we 
hold in the world. Our only possible chance 
cof success in the future depends on the 
thoroughness with which we adopt Western 
civilisation, This being so, is the man unpat- 
riotic who recommends what alone can save his 
country from degradation? I say now what I 
said some time ago. We must adopt foreign 
ways, There is no alternative. . . . We 
must push on female education. We are sadly 
behind in this matter. The zeal which was 
displayed a few years ago has cooled down, 
and there is little earnest effort made to raise 
our women toa higher standard. wee 
There are those who think that the nearness of 
the time when the new treaties will come into 
force calls for some special educational measures 
to meet the new silnation. 1 do not attach such 
importance to the approaching change as some 
are inclined to do. We have known all along 
that Treaty Revision was bound to come and that 
mixed residence, &c., would follow, and have 
been preparing for these events, There is no 
occasion tochange the policy of the Department 
in order to prepare for the new situation For 
years past we have been working up to the point 
we are now about to reach. General progress, 
and not spasmodic effort, is the best preparation 
for the new era on which we are entering, and 
that progress has to a certain extent been going 
on. ae 

The Rikugd Zasshé, when discussing the 
views of Mr. Yokoi Tokiwo on nationalism, 
makes the following observations :—The narrow 
views of certain writers on what they conceive to 
be true patriotism are already beginning to work 
mischief in our newly-acquired territory. Japan's 
method of governing Formosa reminds one of 
the course followed by England in Ireland a 
century or two ago. But in Formosa there is 
not even the affinity of race that exists between 
the English and the Irish. Permeated with the 
notion that we are a superior race of people, we 
treat (he Formosans like so many slaves. The 
fact is that all the narrow-mindedness of is- 
landers clings to us, and there are a very large 
number of us whose ideas resemble those of 
the English 300 years ago. Our government 
of-Formosa can never bea success until we 
learn to forget racial distinctions and treat the 
Formosans like brothers and sisters. 


. 
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The Zatyd bas an interesting article on 
“ Speculators ” which it divides into two classes, 
namely, speculators in shares and speculators 
in rice. The former are said to be as arule 
intelligent and well educated and to belong to 
the upper strata of society. The lalter class 
consists of a number of different kinds of specu. 
latorswhich the Taya distinguishesas follows :— 
(1) BERRA Omowakushi. The purchases 
of this class are founded on forecasts of 
the probable state of the market a few 
months ahead. No influence likely to affect 
prices escapes their vigilance. They pay special 
attention to the weather, to the supply of rice 
in the market or held in stock ready to be 
offered for sale when scarcity begins to be felt, 
The Omowakushi are the boldest of all spe- 
culators and their transactions are usually 
sufficiently large to yield great gains or involve 
enormous losses, 

(2) Next to these are the EU SGBP. Wesakishi. 
These, as the name implies, are guided by the 
appearance of things from time to time. Nei- 
ther their profils nor their gains are equal to 




















those of the Omowakushi. The Mesakishé are 
for the most patt very ignorant, and frequently 
depend on diviners for information about the 
future. In connection with these, there are what 
are called Nakagainén, commission ageuts or 
middlemen. Some of these, while doing basi- 
ness for their employers, carry on a good deal of 
speculation on their own account. This class 
of speculators bear the name of BPEGER, Sha- 
buya. Then there are what are called #4EB, 
Nomiya, a class (hat is dependent on the S40 
buya, whose license notices (4amban) they 
hire in order to attract custom. Various tricks 
resorted to by this low class of speculators are 
of a dishonest kind, among them is to be 
reckoned misquotation ot prices. 

(3) Next come the #99, Sayatori. Many of 
the classes noticed above deal in rice without 
actually handling the grain, but the Sayalori 
purchase rice and move it from one place to 
another when varying prices allow of a margin 
of profit. 

Added to the above classes are two sets of 
gamblers and rogues known as moguriya and 
AGE edtyakuya, into whose mesies many 
an unwary conntry-bumpkin is hauled. They 
borrow kamban from nakagainin, but only in 
order to deceive their customers and the police, 

* 








According to Mr, Tsubouchi, in the 7ai)6. 
there is no reason for expecting that the kind 
of novel which the public demands, the tale 
that shall cease to reflect the thoughts and de- 
sires of the present generation and treat of life 
objectively in an entertaining manner, will be 
forthcoming. There are laws which govern the 
world of literature which nobody can alter. 
England has no great dramatists now, but she 
had them in the days of Klizabeth, Thereare 
stages in a nation’s progress when a variety 
of influences condace to the production 
of great literary works of the non-sub- 
jective type, but it is quite clear that Japan is 
hot in that stage now, In the history of Japan, 
the Genroku era (a D. 1688-1703) may be said 
to conespond tothe age of Elizabeth as regards 
dramatic writing. Japan is engaged in too 
earnest a siruggle to allow of her representative 
men regarding life with the levity and frolic- 
someness of the successful writer of what is 
called the wilty novel. Inthe works of Aeba 
(Késon) we have samples of what the public 
desires to have in abundance, but the spirit of 
the age is against the development of the state of 
mind necessary for the production of this class of 
literature. The age in which we live is essentially 
subjective and egoistic. This is seen as much 
in art as in literature, Mr, Tsubouchi con- 
cludes his remarks on this subject by urging 
the necessity of introducing the best foreign 
works here by means of trustworthy translations, 
Japanese literature can only make rapid strides 
by the supply of new ideas to the minds of the 
chief writers. 

















* 
#7 

We observe that the subject of improving the 
Japanese language is again attracting consid 
able attention, and it seems to be feltin certain 
influential quarters to be of imperative necea- 
sity in view of the ever-growing competition 
with which the Japanese have to contend in 
their struggle for a place among the foremost 
nations of the earth, In No. 2 of Vol. V. of 
the Zéyétefsugaku, allusion is made to the 
discussion on the subject that took place at 
the Oriental Congress held last autumn in 
Paris, at which Dr. Inouye Tetsujiid and other 
Japanese were present, and surprise is expressed 
that a topic which has been taken up so ear- 
nestly by foreign linguists should be treated 
with such indifference by the majority of learned 
Japanese. 

In the Zaiyd, under the title of Questions 
for Consideration after Mixed Residence has 
begun,” Mr. Ueda Mannen has discussed 
very fully the changes which it is necessary to 
effect in the Japanese language. The follow- 
ing is the gist of his article :—Granted that 
it is desirable that foreigners should make them- 
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selves at home in this country and in some cases 
become naturalised, is there no linguistic pre- 


.| were specially favoured, 








paration on our part necessary for effecting this 
end? We know of no greater obstacle to the 
smooth working of the new treaties than the 
confused state of the Japanese lauguage, Speake 
ing strictly, Japan may be said to be without 
a distinct language of her own, The existing 
tongue is so tull of contradictions and inconsist- 
encies that it is next to impossible to reduce it 
to grammatical rules. As for the use of written 
signs, they convey according to context and 
general connection the greatest variety of mer 
ing. They may be intended to suggest a’ sound 
and convey no meaning, as when used for proper 
names, They may be used as expressing half 
of the meaning intended to be conveyed, as do 
one of the ideographs of the juewii, or they may 
be placed as the substitute for a spoken word 
conveying a distinct idea. 

The reforms proposed by Mr. Ueda are (1) 
That the Tokyé language should be made the 
national tongue, that all class books andall gene- 
ral literature should be compiled in this dialect, 
and that there should be no distinction whatever 
made between the written and spoken language. 
(2) Pronunciation should be made a special 
study. The method of pronouncing words 
hitherto in use should be retained, but in the 
case of foreign words they should be adopted 
as they stand, untranslated and untransliterated. 
(3) In order to effect the desired changes, the 
Departments of Education and the Imperial 
Household should combine in creating a special 
bureau, to consist of the leading linguists of the 
country. 

There is far too great a tendency in Japan, 
continues Mr. Ueda, to despise the native 
language and favour some foreign tongue, The 
unity of a nation depends very much on there 
being only one language spoken, which all re- 
spect and love. There will in the near future 
be an increasing demand for men acquainted 
with foreign languages, bat this should not 
induce us to neglect the development of our 
mother tongue, Mr, Ueda at the conclusion 
of his article discusses the subject of teaching 
foreign languages in Japan, observing that there 
are a number of poorly qualified instructors in 
various parts of the country, Germans teach- 
ing English with a strong German accent, and 
so on, but this is quite another subject. 

The Xyéiku siron combats the notion that 
foreign languages should be taught in all schools 
ag a preparation for mixed residence. Nothing 
of the kind will be necessary, says this organ, 
The mass of the people will only need their 
own language, but this should be rendered 
more efficient as a method of expressing thought. 
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Reviewing the progress of Japanese art, the 
Zenchijin says, Ast in the Meiji era may be 
conveniently divided into three periods. The 
first period was one of disintegration and des- 
truction, lasting from 1868 1877. At the 
inning of the Meiji era Japan's best artists 
suddenly found themselves deprived of all the 
support their profession had enjoyed for 1,300 
years, Under the Tokugawa Government they 
They received regu- 

lar stipends, were exempted from all taxes and 
enjoyed other privileges. After the Revolution 
they found themselves stranded and their condi- 
tion was pitiableto behold. In order toeke out 
living. some turned to other occupations, some 
tried to learn foreign art, In 1873 at the 
Vienna Exhibition Japanese painting received 
favourable notice and this encouraged artists of 
the old school to renew their efforts to win 
popular favour, The next period lasted 
from 187818 7, which may be described 
asa conservative era. But during this period 
Japanese artists did little more than regain the 
ground that had been lost during the previous 
ten years, But mere conservatism cannot hold 
sway over men’s minds for any length of time 
So in 1888 it gave place to a new influence. 
There arose a school of artists who felt confi- 
dent that it was possible to blend the old and 
the new, to harmonise what is Oriental with what 
is Occidental, This last period, covering the 
third decade of the Meiji era, may be designat- 
ed ‘the age of development.” The pictures 
exhibited at the Third National Exhibition all 
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revealed the new tendency. 
forward we may expect marked progress. Al- 
ready there are signs of th Among the pic. 
tures exhibited last year, according to compe- 
tent judges, there were some that showed great 
tale The mixture of styles and the general 
chaos in the art world of which so many com- 
plain is in our view the unavoidable prelude of 
the cosmos that is to be evolved. The creation 
of the new world has commenced and will go 
on: 


From this time 











. 
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In No. 2 of the Chigai-jiren appears an 
article entitled ‘Genron Shakai no Keisei oyo: 
Fimbuisu (Learned discussion and the men 
who take part in il), which is evidently written 
by some one who has made a special study of 
modern ephemeral literature. Reviewing the 
past, the writer we are quoting calls attention 
that has been made 
late Mr. Baba Tatsni 
+ Katé Hiroyuki published treatises 
on political and civil rights. The men who 
have figured most conspicuously as the expo- 
of English political theory and practice 
are Messrs. Yano (Minister to China), Inukai 
(a noted member of the Diet), Fujita (dead) 
Ozaki and the late Mr. Numa. The four 
Dailies that in former times did s0 mnch to en 
lighten the public on the subject of advanced 
politics were the Chaya Shimbun, the Nichi 
Nichi, the Hécht, aud the Mainicht. The 
first of these expired some years ago, deeply 
regretted. The last is 80 changed that its ante- 
cedents can hardly be guessed. It has de 
cended to be the organ of writers of novelettes, 
lecturers and the advertiser of the merits of 
stage-actors. It exists, and that isall one can 
say, The only paper that from early days has 
pursued its even course and lost none of its 
vigour and grasp of ever varying political 
tions isthe Nichi Niché Shimbun, whose 
ship is now in the hands of Mr. As 
writer who in the treatment of political 
legal questions has no equal among Jap 
and whose pen combines force with great seri- 
ousness of purpose. Mr. Asaina is one of the 
keenest of controversialists, quick to-discover 
flaws in his opponent's armour and careful to 
reveal no weakness in his o He has just 
returned from a two years’ visit to Europe and 
the effects of his study of the latest develop- 
ments there are revealing themselves in | 
writing. The position occupied by the Michi 
Nichi in polities is filled by the Fiji Shimpo in 
social and business affairs, Its whole tone and 
charaeter is derived from the extensive know- 
ledge and sound common-sense of its proprietor, 
Mr: Fakazawa, whose unsullied career stretching 
over more than half a century has won for him 
aplace in the hearts of his fellow-countymen 
shared by no other, Next to the above men. 
tioned papers in nctiveness of character, 
though in some respects out of sympathy with 
them, come the Kodumin Shimbun and the 
Nippon, The first of these was called into 
existence by Mr. Tokatomi, whore brilliant Sd: 
rai no-Nihon (Japan of the Future) atiracted 
the attention of the public many yearsago. The 
Nippon has figured conspicuously. on all ques- 
tions connected with foreigners as the chanvi- 
of Japan, It clamoured long tor 
ion and when that was effected pro 
The Mippon ix 
the champion of national rights and the Kodu- 
min of the rights of man as man. On most 
ions the views of these papers have usually 
the poles, but recently they 
have been drawing nearer each other, Mr, 
Kuga, the Editor of the Wippon, has advocated 
party Cabinets, a thing he would not have done 
years ago when he brought out the translation 
known as 2ENBME Hochiron, and the Kokumin 
Shimbun has been arguing in favour of increas- 
ing the army and navy, levying new twxes and 
the like. Has Mr. Kuga advanced? or is it Mr. 
Tokutomi that has made progress? As regard 
the future of the two papers, the Wippon's posi 
tion ia more assured than that of the Kokumén, 
Many of the writers formerly connected with the 
latter paper no longer belong to its staff, where- 


asthe Nippon is as 4 GGT as Ie 10 


ae 




















































































years ago when it was first established. The sub- 
ordinate members of the staff are all devoted to 
the chief and consequently the work of the office 
goeson smoothly, Leaving out of consideration 
high-class discussion, as a vigorous and com- 
mon.sense commentator on passing events, Mr, 
O-oka of the CAi5 Shimbun haa few equals, His 
style lacks the polish to be found elsewhere, but 
he has the art of vivid description. High among 
the leading journalists of the day is to be ranked 
Mr. Takenokoshi, Editor of the Sekai-vo Nikon, 
whose talent, extensive knowledge, application 
and integrity have won for him no small dis- 
tinction, He has lately been appointed private 
secretary to the Minister of Education.® Asa 
specialist, a nan of wide knowledge and full of 














practical wisdom, as the master of a rare style 
and as averse to flattery of every kind, Mr. Ta- 
editor of the Xefsai Zasshi holds a 
ition, As, among journalists, the only 
remaining powerful representatives of the old 
Kaishin-15, Messrs. Nakai and [shii of the Yo- 
miuri Shimbun are worthy of notice, On them 
alone do the fortunes of the paper depend at 
the present time. What there is of subtlety 
and pointedness in the pages of the Ahonjia 
comes from the pen of Mr. Shiga. The coucl: 
sion reached by the writer we are quoting 
that there are only four great papers, the Nich: 
Nichi, the Fisi, the Niton and the Kekumin 
Shimbun. 
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The fellowing table of shows the 
number of newspapers circulated in the year 
1896, or at least those whose circulation ex- 
ceeded one million copies per annum, 
1a, of copies 
circulated, 
24 458,240 
21,026,922 
14.704.355 
13: 772,145 


Name of Paper. 
Yoradzn Cho's. 



























Miyako Shit 10,926,077 
Kokumin Shimb 10,801,601 
8.176 286 
7,133,868 
hi Si 6,369,062 
You 5,631,860 
Nippon 5.506.957 
Tokys N § 480.909 
Melt Shimbun 4,782,203 
inichi Shimbun 4520,745, 
¥. i Nippd 31516.316 
Taiyo... 2,162,140 
Beiky 3 (KY) St 2.083.499 
Shduen Sekar... 1,582,770 
Taky6 Shoked (BIR) Shimyd... 15447,533 
Sioji saa ane 1,154 560 
* 
Dr. Ariga Nagao chase a specialty of 


diplomacy In addition to the maga: 
he 
he has published a valuable work called Kin/i 
Gaitoshs (a History of Recemt Foreign Diplo- 
macy) which covers 700 pages. Itis issued by 
the Tk) Semmon Gukkd and sells att yen 
50 sen. For some time Dr. Ariga lectured at 
the Se  Gakké and the Military School on 
these jects, and a few years ago he was sent 
by the Government to the West to study the 
laws of international intercourse as practised to- 
day, The volume gives « history of all im 
portant international transactions in Europe, 
from the Vienna Congress of 1814 down to the 


year 1897. 
In 












opening number of the Gwarks jihd 
oto be a monthly magazine issued by 
the T6ky6 Semmon Gakkd, Dr. Ariga says 
that foreigners know far more about Japan 
than Japanese know about foreign countries and 
foreign affairs, and yet the importance of Jap: 
leading men being well acquainted with what is 
going on in the great outside political arena 
was never more apparentthan it is to-day, when 
threatening clouds have begun to darken the 
Eastern sky. The objects of the new organ 
Dr. Ariga states to be to throw light on all the 
chief diplomatic questions of modem times by 
discussing them historically and to furnish 
readers with the latest information on all inter- 
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national topics that in any way affect Japan. 
The following are the headings of the subjects to 
be treated :—(1) Facts bearing on international 
diplomacy. (2) International Law. (3) T' 
revised Treaties, (4) Public document 
Treaties, &c. (5) Miscellaneous items of in- 
formation. Dr. Ariga contributes two lengthy 
articles to the first number—one on the Franco- 
Russian Alliance and the other on Japan's con- 
nection with recent developm in the Far 
East. In addition to these is an article by Mr. 
Tachi Sakataré on “the Form of Treaties,” 
and an article by Mr, Kojima Genzaburd on 
the Legal Status of foreigners rei 
Foreign Settlements.” The text of 

















right Convention of Sept. gth, 1886, (i 
Paris May 4th, 1896, Ratifications deposited at 
Paris Sept. gth, 1897) is given and a Japanese 
translation furnished. The new magazine has 
been favourably noticed in all literary quarte: 
It occupies a field of its own and supplies a 
long felt want. 











‘The tellowjag stadstics ave been called trom 
the Official Keport of the Department of Educa- 
tion for the year 1896, which, for reasons best 
known to the Department, was only issued a 
month ortwoago, The increase in Elementary 
School teachers over the previous year amount- 
ed to 2,901, in scholars to 207,636 and in 
graduates to 38,065. The number of children 
attending school increased by 2.98 per 100 
available children, The increase of Ordinary 
Normal School teachers was 14, of students 
736, of graduates 96. The increase of Ordin- 
ary Middle Schools was 25, of teachers 398, of 
scholars 9,907, of graduates 229. The in- 
crease in Higher Female Schools was 4, in 
teachers 51, in scholars 1255, in graduates 
101, Industrial schools of various kinds were 
augmented by the opening of 61 new establish- 
ments. In these 242 new teachers were em- 
ployed, the attendance of scholars in all In- 
dustrial schools being increased by 5,558, and 
the number of graduates by 717 (the result of 
the war and what followed it, when the need of 
increased development i in the industrial 
emphasised in a special manner), The it 
in Local Goverament Municipal School® tea- 
chera during the year under review was 3.584, 
in scholars 228,345, and in graduates 41,735. 
The total number of Local Government Schools 
throughout the country wasin 1896 26,621 and 
the number of Private Schools was 1,762. The 
total namber of teachers employed in these 
schools was 83,229 and the scholars in atien- 
dance numbered 4.021,652. Ol! these 528,388 
graduated during the year. The figures show 
that while the number of Local Government 
Schools increased by 293, that of Private Schools 
we record for Higher 
ve of 32 teachers, 122 
students and 48 graduates over the previous 
year. A among the educational Establishments 
under the direct control of the Department of 
Education in 1896 were:—1 University, 6 
Higher Schools, 1 Higher Normal School (for 
men) 1 Higher Female Normal School, 5 Indus- 
trial Art Schools, 1 School for the Blind, Deaf 
and Dumb, 1 Industrial Normal School, 
!ibrary. Comparison with the rrevious year 
shows an increase of r Industiial Art School 
and a decrease of 1 Higher Middle School. 
The total number of teachers in the above 
normal schools is 785, of students, 9,321 and 
of graduates during the year 1896 1,819, show- 
ing an increase on the previous year of 88 
teachers, 445 students and 168 graduates. The 
increase in expenditure compared with 1895 
was 105,738 yen. 


In No. 132 of the Zeésugaku Zasshi ispublish- 













































© These institutions are called Avy Ki- 
ritsu Gakkd, which is sometimes se: ha ic 
Schools. Th isleading ; as English public 
schools would in Japanese be called #f wi i 
Shiritsu Gakkd (Schools established by Lae, 
individuals). “The only. difference hetween the 

Kanritsu Gakko and the Koritsu Gakko 
1s that the former is started and led bythe 


















Mombush6 and the latter is established and con- 
trolled by Provincial or Municipal Assembli 
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ed the official report of Dr. Inoue Tetsujiré and 
Dr. Tomii relating to the part they took at the 
Oriental Congress held in Paris last September, 
which they attended as Goverment Delegates. 
The China and Japan Section of the Congress 
waa presided over by the Chinese Minister to 
France. Ata meeting of this section held on 
September 7th, Dr. Tomii read a paper entitled 
Transformation Politiques du Fapon. On the 
following day Dr. Inoue read an essay entitled 
Sur le développement des idées philosphiques 
au Fapon, And on the gth a number of 
Japanese works of art were exhibited and a 
short history of Japanese art was given by the 
Delegates. The titles of other papers read at 
the Congress on Japanese subjects were :— 
“The Tokugawa Svstem of Law”; “ The 
Triad of the Original Shint6*; ‘ The Future of 
the Japanese Language, aud the Japancse No.” 
The names of the authors being all given in 
kana, we are unable to identily them with 
certainty. It is to be regretted that Japan 
do not transcribe the Roman letters instead of 
unavoidably misrepresenting them in kana. 
The next Oriental Congress is.to be held in 
Rome in October, 1899. The invitation to 
make Toky6 the place of meeting was declined, 
on the score of distance from the homes of the 
principal members of the Congress. 


ele 
* 


A new newspaper called 2édé Sekad (The 
Labour World) has been started, whose object 
it is to represent the opinions and grievances of 
the working classes. One side of the sheet is 
covered with contributions in English, which in 
the matter of spelling and grammar leave 
much to be desired. No, 1 of the new 
publication contains congratulatory letters 
from Professor Foxwell and Mr. Garst. 
Among other things Prefessor Foxwell says, 
“These labourers, many of whom are young 
children, demand the serious care of states- 
imen just now. They have entered on a totally 
new life, that of modern factory work, and 
are as much in need of help as men in 
small boats on an unknown One 
thing we know from experience, that either in 
writing or acting on behalf of labourers, excite- 
ment and passion are worse than useless. 
Sober consideration, common sense, and a 
desire ta. be just will solve most difficnities "+ 
‘The paper is published fortnightly and sells at 
1 sen per copy. 


























In the Aippon Shugi Mr. Kimura Takatasd, 
writing on Japanese art, contends that Japan is 
wrong in trying’ to denationalise her art and 
make it resemble Occidental art as much as 
possible, in order to attract notice at foreign 
exhibitions, The lack of appreciation of Japa- 
nese art shown by foreign art critics is to be at- 
tributed to ignorance of Japanese ways of think. 
ing and taste, To give up our own standard in 
favour of a foreign one is surely a suicidal 
policy, says Mr. Kimura, Is there such a thing 
as a standard that applies universally? To 
study foreign styles and methods for the pur- 
pose of perfecting our native art, this, argues 
Mr. Kimara, is the course to be adopted. Mr. 
Kimura has something to say about architecture, 
music, literature and oil paintings, to the dis- 
cussion of which be applies his “ Nipponism,” 
being one of the most stalwart supporters of 
the “Nippon Shugi” movement, of which so 
much has been written, 











Advice very much needed, if we may judge 
from the heated ma which labour questions 
Nave been discussed of late. 
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The London correspondent of the Melbourne 
Argus says that the cost of the French system 
of governing colonies is causing dismay in 
Paris. The French colonies and dependencies 
will this year cost the mother country £3.750,- 
0900, French critics contrast this with the 
limited expenditure upon the vasily larger colo- 
nial system of Great Britain, and express sur- 
prise that Mr. Chamberlain's scheme for 
Imperial federation and closer centralization 
should find any support. 








ZAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
ee 
Information from Hongkong published in 
the Michi Nichi announces that the number of 
Japanese vessels entering that port last year 
totalled 851, their gross tonnage being 297,009 
tons. 





Two cases of cholera are reported by the 
Zokyo Shimbun to have occurred in Asakusa 
Koishikawa districts respectively on the 
rgth instant. The patienis are now under 
treatment in the hospital. 


A statement is presented by the Osaka Mer- 
cantile Marine Company with reference to the 
reduction of its capital. The gross capital of 
the Company, 10,000,600 yen, is to be reduced 
lo 5,500,000 yen. The 400.000 original shares 
are to be reduced to 220.000. 


In consequence of the recent dissensions in 
the Japan Railway Company all the principal 
officers have, the vernacular papers state, tender- 
ed their resignations. A special general meet- 
ing is shortly to be convened to discuss ques- 
ions connected with the reform of the Company. 








The dwelling house of a medical practitioner 
in Mayebashi, Gumma prefecture, is reported 
by the Zokvyo Shimbun to have been set on fire 
twenty times during the past four years. The 
crime, it is alleged, has at last been traced to 
the physician’s serving maid, twenty-four years 
of age, She is said to have acted through 
pique at the scolding of her master. 





From the ¥i7i we learn that the number of 
prisoners in the Kajibashi Prison awaiting 
judgment is at present 976—g29 men and 
47 women, Of these 32 are confined on the 
charge of armed robbery, another 32 for wilful 
murder, 23 for incendiarism, 188 for ordinary 
theft, 235 for fraud, 144 for forgery, and 95 
for gambling. Appeals by criminals under 
sentence of death number 8. 


‘The Yokohama Five Staples Exchange sud- 
denly suspended business on the 17th inst, 
on account of general depression caused by a 
law-snit between buyers and sellera. Brokers 
have in consequence been seriously embarra 
ed, and as no prospect exists for carrying 
business smoothly until the dispute is setled, 
they have resolved, remarks the Tokyo Shim- 
bun, to exert themselves towords bringing the 
two hostile parties to a compromise. 





The recent strike of engineers and other 
employes of the Nippon Railway Company has 
brought about serious losses to consignees and 
the question has arisen whether the Company 
ought not to be called on for compensation. 
Imperial Ordinance No. 12 of the 2oth 
year of Aferjé, furnishes data for determin. 
ing the point and the Nippon thinks thi 
according to this regulation the responsibility 
for compensation must be borne by the Com- 
pany. 

Article XLV. of the Constitution provides 
that the Diet shall be convoked within five 
months from the date of its dissolution. There 
are now only sixty days before this period 
expires, and Article I of the Laws of the Houses 
requires the members to be convened at least 
forty days prior to the limit. The ordinances 
for the Diet’s session will probably, asserts the 
Main‘chi, be issued ina few days, The pri 
cipal subjects of debate are connected with 
civil, commercial, registration, and censns 
laws, and finance. 














“ The Government,” says the Matnichi, * con- 
sidered that it would be able to command a 
working mojarity in the Diet, as ithad secured a 
union between Liberals and National Unionists. 
lis position, however, is far from being free 
from anxiety. It _has therefore been resolved, 
at the instance of Baron Tio, Minister of Agricul- 
ture and Commerce, and Viscount Yoshikawa, 
Minister of Justice, that steps shall be taken to 
purchase the Neutrals by paying the costs of 
their election, The members so purchased will, 

















the Maigichié adds, be strictly prohibited from 
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joining either the Liberals or National Union- 
ists, but will be required to form themselves 
into a special party to support the Government.” 
That isa very pretty statement. The Mains- 
chi’s regard for truth seems to be quite on a 
par with the political integrity that it attributes 
to the Government. 





A society which was organised at Kanda, 
Tokyo, under the auspices of two or three 
eminent lawyers, for the purpose of making 
necessary arrangements ‘iew of the revised 
treaties and mixed residence coming into 
operation, is reported to have resolved upou 
publishing a monthly magazine for distribution 
among the members. All the problems con- 
nected with civil and judicial administration, 
commerce, industry, political economy, and 
mixed residence will be discussed in this pub- 
lication, and all important questions answered 
or explained, Admission to membership, says 
the Chuo, can be obtained by either politicians 
or business men, 


The tea trade of Kobe was almost at a stand- 
still during last month, arrivals reaching 1,400 
cattiesonly. Compared with the corresponding 
period of last year the figures stand thus :— 

gist Year. goth Year. Decrease. 























Arrivals 1,400 36.600 35,200 
Sales =- 24,300 24,300 
Direct export ......45.276 13,190 » 32,086 
Stock at the end of 

February 6,500 54.293 274793. 


The amount shipped abroad from the Ist to 
the 28h February was follows :—To San 
Francisco, 14,561 catties ; to Chicago, 84,649 
catties; to New York, 27,668 catties; total 
126,878 catties. 





The Hankaku Railway Company, at its 
special general meeting in Osaka, resolved 
upon raising loans on the following terms, 
‘The Company being in need of a capital of 
1,500,000 yen in addition to the funds already 
in its possession, the sum of 1,300,000 yen 
is to be supplied by the issue of bonds, and 
the remaining 200,000 yen to be raised at the 
period of opening the traffic up to Fuku- 
chiyama. The payments in artear—g60,000 
yen—in respect of shares are to be postponed 
till the 32nd year. The principal conditions of 
the issue of bonds are as follows :—Art. L— 
The bonds shall be registered of the face 
value of 100 yen each, bearing 10 per cent. in- 
terest per annum, (Note.—A number of bonds 
may be made into one at the request of the 
subscriber). Art, II]_—The issue-value of the 
bonds shall be over 95 yen for every 100 yea 
face value, payments being made in May, July, 
and September, Art. Vi—The bonds shall 
be retained for one year, after which they will 
be redeemed within five years by lots. Art. 
VII.—Whenever necessity arises for increas- 
ing the Company’s capital at the time of 
redemption, new shares shall be issued for the 
liquidation of the old loans, 











The gross amount of leaf tobacco collected 
by the Government up to the end of last month, 
in accordance with the Tobacco Monopoly Re- 
gulations, reached 400,000 Awamme. ‘The cost 
of stamps, as well as actual payment for the 
stock held by the tobacco dealers prior to the 
enforcement of the present regulations, aggre- 
gated five million yen, as shown in the latest 
reports issued by the Finance Department and 
published in the Zogyo Asahi, The amount in 
the case of leaf toba:co shows a decrease of al- 
most 40000 fw mme us compared with the 
estimates compiled by the Government, but in 
cash and stamp accounts an increase of double 
the sum is noticeable, and the gross receipts on 
the whole will exceed the estimates, Leaf 
tobacco to the amount of 50,000 or 60,000 
Awamme is expected by the end of this month 
from Fukushima and Tochigi prefectures, but 
as the planting period is generally much later 
in the north-eastern districts than in Chiugoku 
and Kiushiu, the whole crop is not likely to be 
dried within this month. and there can be no 














doubt that a portion of the stock will have to be 
preserved until next year with the special sanc- 
tion of the Government. Of the amount of 
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400,000 Awamme received last month 350,000 
Awamme were sold at the rate of 50 sen per 
Awamme. This year the largest amount was 
produced in Takabashi, Okayama prefecture, 
the gross weight exceeding 110,000 kwamme, 
representing about one-fourth of the total 
crop throughout the empire. Next comes Oita 
prefecture, which is followed by Tsuruki in 
Ishikawa, Yokohama produced the least 
quantity. 


3 

The amount of Chikuzen and Buzen coal 
brought into Wakamatsu port during last month 
by land and sea exceeded, according to 
the Osaka Asahi, 300 million catties, showing 
an increase of 30 million cattics over the pre- 
vious month, ‘The quantities transported from 
Wakamatsu to Moji, Osaka, and Kobe, last 
month aggregated 288,471,892 catties, showing 
an increase of 18,750,000 catties over the pre- 
vious month, The number of vessels employed 
in the transport of this coal totalled 2 738, 





Immigrants to Hokkaido, asserts the Fomi- 
urt, increase year by year. The figures for 
this year are reporied to have already reached 
over 10,000, up to the beginning of this month, 
while every steamer going north continues to 
carry from 1,000 to 1,300 emigrants, No 
fewer than 30,000 persons from the interior are 
expected to emigrate to the North by the end 
of the year, The immigrants are, as a rule, 
from Shikoku, Chiugoku, aud Hokuriku, Those 
from the first two districts are especially nume- 
rous this year owing to the failure of crops in 
consequence of inundation and injury from 
worms, But the direct cause is the stimulus 
given by large lauded proprietors who have en- 
deavoured to enlist tenants for their farms. 











From the Pomiuri we gather that owing to 
the scarcity-of silver coins inf Korea not a litle 
inconvenience is experienced in business tran- 
sactions.~ The necessity for a large native 
coinage had thus arisen, but there is neither 
sufficient bullion to be minted nor funds to buy 
it with, The Korean Government is reported 
to have applied to Japan through the Director 
of the Copper Foundry in Osaka, to which 
orders have hitherto been given for the manu- 
facture of subsidiary coins, for a loan of one 
million yen in bullion, Baron Iwasaki, Pre: 
dent of the Bank of Japan, is inclined 

















to 
grant Korea’s request, while some ot the Mini- 
siers of the Cabinet are also of the same view, 
Count Inonye alone hesitating to accede to 
the proposal, 


The result of the general election is as fol- 





Neutial (Government advocates) 


Total combined ... 












Progressi or 
Attached to Progressists 6 
Neutrals opposed to gov 25 
TOLL sessessessesserssseeereesteees 122 

Of the Liberals 1oz represent members 


whose names actually appear in the register 
kept by the party, while those mentioned as 
“ Pro-Liberals” are, according to the Zokyo 
Shimbun, members who have pledged them- 
selves (o coroperate with the Liberal party, though 
they are not yet formally registered. There are 
other members who were elected with the aid 
of Liberals on condition that they would sup: 
portthe cause of the latter, but they ar¢ exclud- 
ed from the above table. 





Silk is one of the staple exports of Japan. 
Its export increases year by year, the value 
realized being considerable. Quotations rose 
abnormally last year, but sales were so brisk as 
to amount to over fifty million yen. Next to 
raw silk come Aabusae and silk textiles, Not 
many years have elapsed since “a eXores 





ties were first exported ; but progress has been 
so great that last year alone the amount realised 
was thirteen million yer. The turn-over in the 
silk trade on the whole was about scventy 
million yen for the year under review. But, 
says the Mainichi, merchants appear to be 
contented with the growing export of raw 
silk, little thinking that the silk exported is 
again imported ia the form of woven goods 
and other commodities into which it is manu- 
factured. The native dealers ought to direct 
their attention to this point. They would be 
able to reap much more profit by weaving silk 
at home than by exporting raw silk for foreign 
manufacture, The amount of silk imported 















into America from Europe and Asia is reported 
to have reached 64,090 bales, valued at 28 
millions dollars, while the manufactures from 
silk aggregated over too million dollars, From 
these facts it may be perceived that manu- 
factured silk as a staple of export yields a 
greater profit than the raw material. 


The first instalment of the premium bonds 
of the Japan Industrial Bank will, the Wippon 
asserts, be issued from the rith to the 2and 
April next, on the following terms: — (1) 
The premium bond shall not bear the name of 
the holder, but will have coupons subjoined. (2) 
The gross amount of bonds shall be 2,000,000 
yen in 40,000 shares of 50 yen each. (3) The 
bonds, the lowest face value of which is 50 yen, 
will bear interest at the rate of 5 per cent. 
per aunum, payable in January and July. (4) 
The amount of redemption at each of the 
appointed periods shall not be less than 
52,500 yen. (5) All bonds issued shall be 
Tetained at least nintil June 30th of the 31st 
year of Meifé, but during torty years trom 
the rst July redemptions will be made twice 
a year—June and December—by lot. (6) 
The premiums for the bonds shall be twenty- 
five in number, representing 2,250 yen, divided 
into four different sums, the first and largest of 
which is to be granted to the person upon whom 
the lot first falls. The money paid as security 
on application shall be included in the amount 
of subscription, the remainder being paid be- 
tween the 16th and 31st May. If the subscriber 
fail to pay the requisite amount within two 
weeks after the expiration of the prescribed 
period, he shall not be furnished with the bonds, 
and his security deposit shall be confiscated. 


Ata social gathering recently held, Viscount 
Aoki is teported by the Zotyo Asahi to have 
made the following remarks on the subject of 
mixed residence :—Trealy revision will pro- 
bably be put in operation from the 14th Jaly 
of next year, Mixed residence will then take 
place, and foreigners will be allowed to enjoy 
the same privileges as natives except in regard 
to the ownership of landed property. They 
are shrewd in business, and will not hesitate to 
penetrate into the interior to engage in com- 
mercial and industrial undertakings. If natives, 
in this conjuncture, prove inferior to them in 
any respect the honour of the country will be 
impaired, Precautions are absolutely indis- 
pensable on this point; above all the greatest 
attention must be paid to that odious anti- 
foreign spirit which still exists in some parts 
of the country. In my youth aliens were re- 
garded as brutes no better than dogs or sheep; 
and itis not unlikely that such an anomalous 
notion still prevails in remote districts. When 
travelling through Europe or America, I was 
everywhere afforded protection as regards life, 
property, and reputation; such is the general 
principle of hospitality shown by foreigners 
whom the Japanese, thirty years ago, looked 
upon as brutes. Japan has indeed made 
remarkable progress since she was open- 
ed to the world, but she must not be content- 
ed with her present development in regard to 
wealth, the arts, and commerce. ‘A precious 
stone owned by another may be utilized to 
polish one’s own,” is a proverb well known 
ous. The opening of the country may be 
used to assist us to acquire the talents of fo- 
reigners and make up our own defects, It will 

















be of paramount importance to strictly observe 





rinciples of friendship, Apart from the 
Te ara 





enforcement of the law the whole nation ought 
to exert its utmost energy in protecting the 
lives and properties of foreigners when mixed 
residence comes into operati 








The Tokyo Asahi calls attention to the statis- 
tics compiled by the Government, showing the 
amount of coin struck during last month, and 
also the aggregate total from the outset. Thus : 


ina- Total from be- 


















February. ginning. 
Yen. 
20 yen = 944,500 
10 — 18,691,780 
S. se — — 47:138,015, 
2 oy = 171767,116 
ria = 2,036,656 
‘Total -- 70,578,060 
Converted to 
value according to 
the Coinage Regul 
tions .. ie = 141,156,138 
New gold coin ; 
20 yen ae 37,220,000 
10 12,09,887 25,125,747 
So» 30 558,300 
Silver coins. 
Li yaie’ ssaseeavans — 162,077,062 
‘Trade dollars. - 3,950,638 
§0 sen 10,70,000 7,904,723 
20 930,000 15,919,273 
10 17,681,608 
Ss a, 2'526,710 
5 sen nickel coin 15,000 6,760,848 
Copper coins. 
a Lied 5.514.053 
= 4,881,741 
= 1,977,764. 
A 44,491 
= 432,405,106 





The subsidiary coins issued during the past two 
months were:—5so sen silver pieces, 1,070,000 
yen ; 20 sen pieces, 1,600,000 yen ; 10 sen pieces, 
369,000 yen; 5 sen pieces, 15,000 yen, 








The vessels ordered abroad by the Japan 
Steam Navigation and the Oriental Companies, 
their gross tonnage, and the cost of bringing 
them to Japan may, according to the Fifi, be 
tabulated as follow:— 

Nippon Yusen Kaisua. 


Expense of 
Cost of bringing to 


Date of 
‘Japan, ‘Tonnige, completion 
















Nave of steamers. vessel. 
Yen, Yen. 188. 
Sado Maru ss. 833,092 39,052 5.800 March 
Kasnga Maru... 755.656 39,052 3,500 March 
Futami Maru... 755.656 39.052 3.500 May 
Yawata Matu,., 755.656 39,052 3,500 May 
Aomoti Matuet, 195,260 8 1,000 Aug. 
Aomori Maru-2. 195,260 1,000 Sept. 
A Mavi3. 193,260 24,408 1,000 Oct. 
Red Cross Asso- Wuahin 
ciation transport §27,202 29,289 2,500 _ 1808 
Red Cross Asso= Within 
ciation transport 527,202 29,289 2,500 1898 
Total....s:.++4)740244 288,010 24,300 


Ortentat Sreamsuire Company. 

















Nippon Ma 1,150,000 39,052 6,000 Completed 

Hongkong 

Maru . 1,150,000 39,052 6,000 April 

San Francisco 

Mart sssessels1§0,000 39052 6,000 April 
Total 3,450,000 117,156 18,000 

Grand total,..8,190,244 405,166 42,300 





The completion of the above vessels will in- 
crease the tonnage by 42,300 this year, while 
specie to the amount of 8,595.410 yew will be 
paid out of the country, Of this amount 756,030 
yen are reported to have already been disburs- 
ed by the Oriental Company. As the Osaka 
Mercantile Marine Company has also placed 
orders abroad for a number of vessels, the total 
outflow of gold in payment for ships will not 
fall short of eight million yen, 





While the interest on loans to individuals has 
been universally raised to six or seven percent., 
the rate adopted by the Postal Savings Banks has 
remained the same, being fixed at 4.2 per cent. 
This soon gave rise to the withdrawal of depo- 
sits by persons who were hitherto interested in 
saving. Atthe time of the Matsukata Cabinet 
the necessity for raising the rate wa 
ed, @ndyit;wasrregolved that it should be incr: 
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ed to 4.8 per cent, The scheme, however, was 
suspended on the dissolution of the former 
Cabinet, but as interest rises steadily and shows 
no signs of falling, Baron Suyematsu is report. 
ed by the Chuo to have made the following 
suggestions to the Cabinet for approval :—It 
is in no way desirable that the Postal Savings 
Banks should endeavour to compete with pri- 
vate institutions of a similar nature by raising 
the rate of interest, He might suggest, however, 
that out of the receipts of the Savings Banks what 
remainsafler the necessary expenses aresubtract- 
ed may be appropriated for the encouragement 
of the spirit of thrift. The scheme is something 
like that of the premium attached to the In- 
dustrial Bonds. It consists in granting a cer- 
tain amount of money by lots to persons who 
have deposited a fixed sum during a fixed num- 
ber of years. The profits arising from the Pos- 
tal Savings Banks amount at present to about 
30,000 yen, a-portion of which may be distribut- 
ed thus :— 

1, Any person depositing more than five yen a 
year tor over five years shall be erititled to draw 
lots for the special dividend, A lot may be diawn 
for every five yen. 

2. The special dividend shall vary from 20 yer 
to 3,000 yen, while the drawing of fots shall take 
place twice a year. 








Referring to the completion of the general 
elections, Viscount Yoshikawa, Minister for 
Home Affairs, is reported by the Chuo to have 
expressed great gralification atthe factthat there 
was no repetition of the scenes and acts of vio- 
lence that had taken place on former occasions, 
“These matiers,” he said, “were deeply con- 
sidered by the Cabinet, and by the promulgation 
of a special Imperial Ordinance measures were 
adopted to place the responsibility of preserving 
order upon the local governors and Chief Police 
Inspectors, and instructions were issued to the 
same effect by the Minister of Justice. ‘These 
officers faithfully carried out the orders 
of the Government, and the election was 
almost entirely free from any cause of com- 
plaint. The facts may be recorded as an 
honourable precedent in our constitutional his- 
tory. A few persons of course have violated 
the Imperial Ordinance as to corruption, while 
a few others were injured or wounded. The 
latest reports to hand show that the number of 
persons wounded, either severely or slightly, 
totalled 29 only, while at the election in the 25th 
year of Afeifi over 210 were wounded and 26 
killed. The figures for the 26th year are far 
more slartling, the number wounded being 
stated as no less than 309, The smallness of 
the figures on the present occasion may well be 
regarded as a proof that the public have appre- 
ciated the advantages of constitutional go- 
vernment, In order to bring about these 
favourable reaults, I have refrained from sleep 
for several nights, while the Local Governors 
and police officers were in most cases required 
to be on duty day and night, and even without 
food. Some of the candidates have been so 
unscrupulous as to censure me by stating that 
the local functionaries were extremely partial 
and unjust, some of them having even ventured 
to assis: this or that party. The opposite party, 
however, has in some cases made a similar re- 
presen‘ation, and from these facts it may be 
inferred that the officers of the Government re- 
frained from affording special protection to any 
particular party or clique, A certain politician 
commented to me upon the excessive caution 
with which the arrangements were made by the 

pt As each elector was escorted or 
guarded by policemen, he remarked, not a little 
inconvenience was caused to them, and some 
were even obliged to give up their right of 
voting, Butit cannot be foreseen where a riot 
or assault may take place, and every possible 
precaution is therefore necessary on the part of 
the Government, That Mr, Takanashi was saved 
from an armed assailant is the result of the effi- 
ciency of the police. The police are organised 
against anemergency,and (heir functionsare very 
much like those of an umbrella, The umbrella 
in one’s hand is really a burden to one except 
when itis taining. But its use is greatly ap- 
Preciated at the time of a shower, Thus it is with 
the police.” 








KOREAN AFFAIRS. 
PEE Saas 

The ferment in Korean political circles seems 
to have been very active a fortnight ago. It 
hus already been related in these columns how 
the Councillors of State tendered their resigns 
tions en bloc because the Vice-Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs, withont consulting them, had pro- 
mised to lease a portion of Deer Island to 
Russia for a coal depot; how the Vice-Minister 
tendered his resignation at the time; how the 
Emperor refused the former resignations and 
accepted the latter, and how his Majesty, im- 
mediately afterwards, gave the portfolio of Fo- 
reign Affairs to the ex-Vice-Minister. This 
last act on the part of the Sovereign eliciled the 
following memorial from the Councillors of 
State: — 
Jays ago we, Your Majesty’s humble ser- 
intly memorialized the ‘Throne, pointing 
outto You the itegular and undignified manner 
in which the former acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mim Jo k, has decided the Deer 
Island question, Your Majesty, two days after his 
resignation, again appointed Min Jougmuk to the 
position from which he resigned. “We have coun- 
tetsigned his reappointment because we consider 
that it was Your Majesty's wish to have him in the 
cabinet again, Butif we do not resign our posi 
tions under the circumstances, even if we are 
significant bi we ca be inconsistent. 
Moreover we consider that one minister will be 
enough for transacting all government busi 
and we ought to leave the government without 
delay. Therefore we hereby send joint resigna- 
tions and hope Your Gracious Majesty will accept 
the same.'" 
Doubtless the translator is responsible for the| 
somewhat “mixed” verbiage of the above 
document, which we take from the Séul Jade 
pendent, but there is no mistake about the fine 
irony of the Councillors’ suggestion that one 
Minister will be enough to transact Government 
business. The Emperor, however, gave the 
recalcitrant officials a Rowland for their Oliver. 
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to appreciate the importance of Russia’s acti 
at the time and now your Government freely 
prevents Russia from accomplishing the advan- 
(ages and beneficial results for your country 
which she intended. The present attitude of 
your Government isso plain that Russia cannot 
this condition much longer, Therefore 
my Emperor has graciously ordered me to report 
fully to your Emperor and inquire of your 
Government definitely whether Korea still desires 
to be benefited by Russia’s help or not, and 
if the military instructors aud finance adviser 
ave not considered uecessary by your Em- 
peor and your Goverament, my Govern 
ment will make some other necessary arrange: 
ment according to the circumstances, but your 
Government must maintain your independence in 
the future according to its ability. [am awaiting 
your teply and hope it will be received within 
twenty-four hours, and hee request Your 
Excellency to report to your Emperor that I desive 
to obtain an audience with him for the purpose of 
informing him of the instructions I have received 
from my. Imperial Sovereign concerning this 
matter.” 


The language of this despatch disposes effec- 
tually of the hypothesis that M. de Speyer acted 
on his own responsibility, and that his Govern- 
ment subsequently decided to abide by the con- 
sequences of his mistake. It is now plain that 
he had explicit instructions from St, Petersbarg 
throughout, which fact adds to the perplexity of 
the situation. But the despatch brings ont 
another point, namely, that M. de Speyer’s com- 









































+l plaint was not merely against-the conduct of 





idlers among the people claiming to be gifted 
politicians,” but also against ‘ the attitude of 
the Government” itself, which he accuses of 
“freely (?) preventing Russia from accomplish- 
ing the advantages and beneficial results in- 
tended by her.” Exactly on what grounds this 
accusation was based we have no information, 
but it is necessary to assume that M. de Speyer 
had ample reasons for his conclusion. Doubt- 
less he telegraphed to Si, Petersburg. that both 
in official and in non-official circles an anti- 











He replied :— z 
“You have already countersigne: 
appointment and again sending 1m thi 
signation does not seem to Us to be cor 
and it seems to Us unwise. 
of your action, You ought to w 
reason of relieving him tempo: 

pointing him again,” 

The Councillors again tendeved their resigna- 
tions and were again told to retain their post 
There the matter seems to have ended, so faras 
they were concerned, Meanwhile, the Foreign 
Minister Min Jongmuk, also had resigned, 
but the Emperor told him that he had been 
re-appointed for good reason,” and that his 
desire to go out of office seemed to be due to 
inability to bear criticism 








joint ree 
stent and 
We are sorry because 











jerstand Out 
ly and reap. 














So far as we 
Representative in asking the Korean Govern- 
ment to make a declaration of its disposi. 
tion towards Russia, was partly prompted 
by the above behaviour on the part of the 











Councillors of State and by the memorial 
which the Independent Club sent to the Throne, 
ag quoted ina previous issue. The sequence 
of events is not perfectly clear, but it is at 
all events certain that M. de Speyer's des- 
patch was sent to the Foreign O.tce on March 
7th, and that the two resignations of the State 
Councillors, as well as the Memorials from the 
Independence Club to the Throne and to the 
then Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs—Min 
Jongmuk—preceded the sending of the des- 
pach, The following translation of the des- 
patch is given by the Soul /ndependent 

“Recently I have been informed that there 
exists adeplorable c » of affairs in Soul 5 
many idlers among your people, claiming to be 
gifted politicians, create disturbance by opposing 
Russian interests. ‘This state of affairs naturally 

















causes great surprise tomy Imperial Sovere 
AL the request of y 
ment, 


the Emperor of Russia. 
{mperial Sovereign and your Gov 
Russian Government had sent military 
to drill the soldiers and to guard the palace, and 
an adviser for your Finance Departme: i 
action on the part of my Government plainly indi- 
cates Russia's intention of helping your country as 
a neighbour and her desire to strengthen your inde- 









the 














Russian sentiment had been developed, and 
that it had assumed proportions demanding 
some notice from Russi the interests of her 
dignity, We may be permitted to doubt, how- 
ever, whether either the statesmen in St. Peters- 
burg or M. de Speyer expected to receive an 
answer such as the despatch elicited. The 
document is pervaded by a tone not actually 
menacing, perhaps, but certainly portentow 
The Koreans are plainly told that Russias ob- 
ject in supplying them with military and finan- 
cial experts was to assist them in aneighbourly 
way and to strengthen their independence, 
that if they do not choose to take advantage of 
her help, they will be left to their own devices 
and must maintain their independence as best 
they can, Judging from the experiences of the 
past fifteen years, it would have been a reason- 
able supposition that such ominous language 
must throw the Koreans into a state of extreme 
nervousness, and render them more anxious 
than ever to take shelter under Russia’s wing. 
Possibly; therefore, planned with the in 
tention of drawing the coils more tightly round 
Korea’s neck has unexpectedly resulted in her 
shaking them off altogether. It is all a matter 
of conjecture, however, Only one fact emerges 
distinctly: Korea can no longer reckon on 
Russian forbearance or sympathy. She must 
shift for herself, and as that is not a habit of 
her's, the loneliness of the effort is likely to tax 
her fortitude severely. 


























The Korean Government was not left in any 
doubt as to the sentiments of the people with 
reference to the answer that should be given to 
M. de Speyer's despatch, On March 7th the 
despatch was sent in by the Russian Represen- 
tative, and on March roth the following incident 
occurred, as related by the Zudependent :— 

Last Thursday afternoon at 2 o'clock about 
eight thousand people assembled on Main Street 
near the bell house and held a mass i 
The chairman of the mee Mr. . 
suk, one of the principal merchants of this city, 
The chairman and a few speakers took their 
stand on the balcony of the cotton exchange=s 
from where they addressed the assembly below. 








But your Government did not seem 





‘The object of the meeting was to pass a resolution 
Fequesting/the Minister of Foreign Affaits to reply 
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to the Russi 





1 Minister that ihe people of this’ 
country de have the Russian military 
instructors an a | adviser celieved fro: 
the service of the Korean Government, They si 
that the people of Korea consider that the con- 
tolling of the Mil d Finance Department 
by foreigners is detrimental to the independence 
of this country. They expressed their thanks for 
the kind feeling Russia entertains for Korea's 
welfare, but as to allowing her to control these 
two most important departments in the Govern> 
ment, the masses were strongly opposed. 

The following communication was tesolved 
upon unanimously amidst much excitement and 
applause, and is to be forwarded :— 

Excellency the Minister of Foreign 
's, Min Jongmuk = 

“Sin, —" We, the undersigned, are authorized by 
the mass meeting of the people of Korea to inform 
Your Excellency that the people desire the Govern- 
ment to reply to the dispatch of the Russian re- 
esentative concerning the military instructors 
d finance adviser that they shall be relieved 
from their engagements for the sake of mai 
ing our independent sovereig: ‘We pray 
Your Excellency to consider the wishes of the 
people in deciding this questi 

“ March roth, second year of Kangmu. 
“Ye Seung: 
© Chang Bung. 

« Hyen Kongyem. 
(Citizen Committee.”) 

Considering the immense uumber of people 
assembled the meeting was au orderly one and the 
addresses were moderate in tone, and any inflam- 
matory demonstration was immediately suppress- 
ed by the leaders. ‘There were y foreign 
spectators, amovg whom the Russi tepresenta- 
tive and his staff were interested onlookers, 


Not the least curious feature of the whole affair 
is the publicity given by the Korean Govern- 
ment to its diplomatic correspondence. M. de 
Speyer’s despatch must have been made known 
generally almost immediately after its reception. 
Ttreached the Foreign Office on Monday, and 


























































on the following Thursday a mass meeting of |' 


citizens was held to make suggestions about the 
manner of replying to it. Korea may claim the 
credit of novelty her manrer of conducting 
inter-State discussions, There is no precedent 
for such doings, It is not atall improbable, 
however, that the Sdul people’s demonstration, 
supplementing the action of the Independence 
Club, not only forced the hands of the Govern- 
ment, but also convinced Russia of the advis- 
ability of stepping’ gracefully out of the 
turmoil, Itis a pity that she ever sent drill 
instructors and a financial adviser to Soul, and 
a still greater pity that they did not discharge 
their fanctions with a little more circumspec- 
tion, But who could have anticipated such a 
display of spirit on the part of the Kore 
They are certainly miles above the Chines 
point of patriotism and national feeling. 


















The Independence Club has been very much 
en evidence during this affair, In addition to 
the documents which we have already publish- 
ed as emanating from it, we find that it sent the 
following communication to the Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs, Min Jongmuk :— 

“We have received your reply to our communi 
cation requesting for ation concerning the 
much talked about questi 
state that you have decided the question 
consulting the council because while the Govert 
ment was making the n last ye: 
on Rose Island, the M i 
that time did not consult the ca fe 
ion to the fact that 




























it. We beg to call your att 
the cules of the former cabinet and the present 
council are different. According to the sules of 





the cabinet then existing, the Minister of Foreign 
affairs had the right to decide such questions al 
his own discr n, but the present system of our 
led this power. 
Vou further state that you have repeatedly 
laid the matter before the council before deciding 
the question. But according 1o the joint memo- 
tial of the councillors a few days ago they asserted 
that you had decided it before the council had 
time to discuss the question, It seems to us that 
your statement and that of the council ave at vati- 
ance. We have no doubt that the matter will be 
ultimately cleared up so that it will reveal the 
guilty party. 
Yon ier state that you have decided to 
lo e land to Russia because our Government 
made a precedent by lending a piece of land on 
the same island to Japan some years ago for a 
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ilar purpose. Our land does not belong to any 
particular individual but it morally belongs to the 
whole nation, If the Government begins to lend 
pieces of land any. foreign power may claim the 
same privileges whenever they see that it will be 
to their advantage to make such a claim, In order 
to avoid this possible danger the Government 
must not lend a single inch of land either to Japan 
or Russia, We therefore suggest that” Your 
Excellency notify the Japanese Government that 
within a reasonable space of time she must 
evacuate the land on Deer Island upon which the 
Japanese coal gu-down has been erected. If this 
obnoxious precedent is abolished then it will not 
hamper Your Excellenoy in giving a refusal to all 
similar requests from other Powers, Such action 
on the past of our Government will be perfectly 
justifiable, as the land was temporarily leased 
without a time limit. We hope our suggestion 
may be approved and accepted by You Excel- 
lency. 

To this the Minister replied :— 

“ My action in regard to the Deer Island ques- 
tion was unavoidable, and I consider that it does 
t deserve such partic criticism from the pub- 
lic, [thank you for your suggestion, but as [ am 
not discharging my duties at the Foreign Office 
for the reason that [have sent in my resignation 
to His Majesty, I am not able to consider the 
question at present.” 

Another communication was forwarded by 
the Club to the Minister of Finance :— 
“The public has been informed that the Fin 
Department drew the deposits of Gover 
money from the two local Korean banks and 
deposited itin the Russo-Karean bank. Besides 
there is a tumour to the effect that your depait- 
ment has transferred alarge sum of money from 
the treasury vault. to that of the Russian bank. 
Furthermore, the said bank has been authorized to 
collect. and disburse all the Government 
venues for the Finance Department. This 
matter concerns the people and they ought to 
know the facts of the case, If these rumours are 
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true we must consider that the Russo-Korean 
pane is practically our teasmy and your depart 
ment will be a figure head. We hope this is not 


tne but after hearing such + 
sense of our moral obligation which we owe to the 
Government, deeply interested and ave anxi 
to know the exact relation and privileges which 
said bank has oblained from the Government. 


mours we are, in the 














The Finance Minister's answer (o the above is 
not yet published. ‘ 


The Sdul Independent says that the following 
placard, with reference to the interpreter whose 
life was recently threatened, was posted in con- 
spicuous places throughout the Korean capital 
on the 6th of March :— 

“Kim Hongenk is an interpreter in a forei 
legation. His only knowledge 1s the Russian | 





2| guage and his duties are to trauslate one language 





sto another during interviews between our people 
and the Russians. But he has overstepped the 
province of an interpreter and has been interler- 
ing with state affairs concersing bath the one: 
home and abroad, His depottment has been 
most outrageous towards both the high and the 
low and his language insulting in the extreme. 
The Government is ruled by this one Kim and 
other ministers of state have become his hired 
men, He has openly sold Government offices to 
the highest bidders and has c: dthe dismissals 
to those ministers who were not subservi 
him, His immoral character shocks the hearts of 
all decent men, He has manufactured imperial 
decrees to suit his own advantages and delivered 
them to the judicial officials in order to imprisow 
dignitaries of state to revenge his personal 
vatices. He has been in control of the pala 
no other official could Wave access to the palace 
jout obtaining this man’s silent permission. No 
country can administer justice when such an out- 
law controls the state, If he is not served as mas- 
ter the man who fails in this respect is no longer 
in the Government service, hence wicke: 
deception and undethanded i 
and straightforwardness, patriotism and im: 
gradually disappear. Our forbearance ci 
endure much longer this state of affairs an 
hereby proclaim to loyal citizens of our empire om 
intention of praying the Throne to drive out all 
these pesterous insects from the palace and show 
to the world that our nation is not all composed of 
such characters. 
Our contemporary’s comment on the above 
is:— 

The Weadquarters of these memorialists is 
situated in Sadong in this city and the memorial 





















































they wrote was to be sent in on the 2gth instant. 
It iy said that this memorial will be signed by 
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several thousand from different province 
Telocks as though this movement had been pre- 
mediated by these men because quite a large 
number of countrymen are coming in daily to 
join this company. 











CHINESE NOTES. 
—__+—__. 

A Swiss gentleman travelling from Hong- 
kong to Shanghai by the Loongmoon to enter 
the service of Messrs. Gensburger & Co., 
jumped overboard near the Kintoan lightship 
and was lost. —_ 


We find the following in the W.-C. Daily 
News :— 

The following official teleg 
been received at this post 
financial embarrassments of the ty 
t it-has been found impossible to pay the 

ese Indemnity this year as formally agreed 





from Peking has 
“ Owing to the 














and a new agreement has been signed extendir 
the payment of the said Indemnity for another 
five years.” 

Our contemporary gives 
under date of March rsth, knowing that the 
issue of the Chinese foreign loan was to take 
place within a week. 


that item of news 


The Peiho, prematurely declared navigable, 
had become choked with drift ice on March 
roth, That is something very unusual, 


Mr, Melton Prior cominues ‘My Visit to 
Kiao-chou Bay” in the columns of the leading 
Shanghai journal. It is indeed my visit. There 
is little but my in it from first to last, 





The Govemor of Hunan has issued a pro- 
clamation calling on the people to extend to 
Christian missionaries the same treatment they 
give to Buddhist and Taoist priests, and promis- 
ing that any one violating this precept will be 
shown no mercy. 


The Tientsin correspondent of the ¥.-C. 
Daily News, writing on March gth, says :-— 

A significant move has tecently been made in 
connection with the camp at Lutai, All the 
German drill instructors have been removed, and 
a Russian General placed in charge in a most 
autocratic manner, The Chinese did not ask for 
this Russian General, nor were they c 
to making the change. He was se: 

















cepted and placed in charge under certain stipula- 
tions—five, if [mistake not. All Germans were to 
be discharged. All future instructors were 
to be selected by him, He is lent to the 
Chinese by the Czar so can receive 10 
lary, but they can make him a 





* for incidental expenses of not less 
Ts. 300 per month, He holds equal rank 
with General Nieh, and matters for reference he 
will refer to the Russian Minister, and Gen, Niel 
to the Tsugli Yamén, His own instructions will 
be received from the Czar, not from Peking. 


















The case was referred by the Peking officials to 
Viceroy Wang Wén shao, but he declined opinion 
or advice, and velurned the matter tu Peking for 
decision, The Chinese are not likely to do any- 
thing: they will simply let it slide along, accept 
the present situation, hoping for “something to 
turn up” to their advantage some time. ‘This is 
the most high+handed step yet, and it does seem as 
if all other nations ought to protest in the interest 
of honourable dealing, and other probable actio 

of the aggressor to the detriment of commerce and 
good understanding all around. What next? 




















The Chinese people. hitherto so lightly taxed, 
are now to feel the effects of their Government's 
financial embarrassment. The J.-C. Daily 
reports :— 

Among the many schemes devised by the Board 
of Revenue to fill the depleted exchequer of the 
Central Government and lately sam d by 
erial edict is one which will directly affect the 
trade with this country, Of course the 
plea is to find funds t e foreign loans 
saddled on the Government and was put into 
execution abont a month ago in the Imperial 
Prefecture of Shuntienfu from whence it will 
gradually spread throughout the Empire. This 
is that all shops and institutions dealing in 
foreign goods of any kind or description, aswell 




















as those selling wholesale o or pres 
pared opium, sliould pay av Tis. 50 
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per shop, irrespective of the size or extent of the 
business of the places so taxed. Another scheme 
was also put into execution at the same time 
which was to levy, monthly, 10 per cent of the rents 
on houses paying Tls, ro and over rent per mensem. 
This is a sort of income tax and falls upon house- 
Holders and landlords throughout ihe Empire. 
With reference to the above the promise is given 
by the Throne that the taxes shall “ cease as soon 
as the foreign debts shall have been paid off,” 
which, under present aspects, means never. It 
remains now to see how the people of the countty 
will receive this news although, according to nor 
thern dispatches, no opposition has so far been 
met with in the capital, the said taxes being paid 
without any demur. 


The report circulated on March 1st, that an 
attack had been made on native Christians in 
Chuhi, at the close of February, that the mi 
sionary chapel had been wrecked, that fatal 
casualties had occurred and that troops had 
been sent up to restore order and protect the 











missionaries, turns out to be wholly groundless. 


It is rumoured that the Viceroys and Go- 
vernors of Chinese provinces have been in- 
structed to be prepared to specially engage, or 
receive Russian military experts for the instruc 
tion of the various provincial aimies now being 
organized after foreign models, 








FRESH MISSIONARY TROUBLE IN 
CHINA. 
Pos os 

A telegram from Chungking. dated March 
16th, to the W.-C. Daily Mews says :-— 

‘The Ametican Mission in the suburbs has been 
sacked bya mob, The Chinese medical assist- 
ants were maleated, aud one murdered. 


Our Shanghai contemporary, which is never 


disposed to minimize the gravity of any intel- 
ligence, comments thus on the above :— 


At Chungking of late missionaries, of whom 
there are now some forty in the city itelf, have 
been getting along quietly, though, as our cotres« 
pondents have from time to time informed us, the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission has had constant 
trouble at Kiangpely, on the other side of the Siao 
Ho, or Little River, that runs into the Yangtze at 
Chungking. It will be some time, probably, be 
fore we get pasticulars of this recent viot and its 
causes ; but there is too much reason to that 
it may turn out to be a symptom of the unrest 
that is felt throughout the Yangtze Valley at the 
present time, 

For this unrest there are a great many causes. 
The Yangtze Valley has been for years the favou- 
Fite recruiting-gronnd of that formidable secret 
society, the Kolao Hud, which is always threatening 
to organise a rebellion, but which so far seems to 
confine itself to local tisings, which the authorities 
easily suppress, as long as they keep their supe 
tiority in the armament of their men. But as we 
mentioned lately, aims have been powing into 
the Yangtze Valley during the last lew months, 
and it is said that high officials ave interested in 
their introduction. “The seal ruler of the Yangize 
Valley is H. E. Chang Chibetung, the Viceoy of 
Hupeh and Hunan, for H. EB Lin Kunyi, the 
Viceroy of the thtee lower provinces, Aului, 
Kiangsi, and Kiangsu, is under the sway of 
Chang’s stronger personality ; and Chang Chih. 
tung 1s, as we have shown lately, disgusted with 
Peking on account of the decree ordering 
him to disband his troops, and on account 
of the weakness of the Government general 
ly, which has left China a helpless carcase 
for her enemies to divide. It is galling to him, a 
patiiotic Chinaman if there is one, to see that 
China has no voice at all in the discussion of the 
question of her own spoliation, which ix only post« 
poned by the disputesamong herspoilers, Though 
believed to be personally a man of sctupulons 
honesty, he spends the resources of his satrapy r 
lessly in wild schemes which might become remune= 
tative if there were a practical to divect them; 
and being in constant want of money, he does not 
like the prospect of having a part of his likin taken 
away, extra taxes imposed on his people, to 
Pay the interest on loans rendered necessary by 
the mal-administration at Peking, for which he 
does not consider himself responsible, 

The umest in the valley of the Yangtze is being 

ed and stimulated by a very able native 
newspaper published, we understand, in Shanghai, 
which is read by the educated classes, and which 
is very outspoken in its articles on the necessity of 
reform, [ts motto is apparently China for the 
Chinese ;" but its opposition at the present time 
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is directed at the Government of China, more 
than at the Foreign Powers, whose opportuni- 
lies for aggression have been provided them 
by the weakness of the Government, It is un- 
derstood to have official support, if not back- 
ing, and we are told that its atticles, many of 
which ace translations from the foreign journals 
published in Shanghai, have a wide influence on 
public opinion, especially among the upper classes, 
‘The highest official in the Yangtze Valley is te 
ported to be in sympathy with the aims of this 
journal; which does not want to dethrone the Em- 
peror, but to make hin a constitutional sovereign, 
the model set before the nation being the Bric 
tish Constitution, As far as we are aware, 
no definite steps are being taken at the present 
time towards a revolution, the want of a leade: 
being generally recognised; but, as we have already 
said, there is a wide-spread feeling that some- 
thing is going to happen; and all stations in the 
Yangtze Valley -where there are foreigners should 
be on their guard, lest the evildisposed take ad- 
vantage of the existing excitement to foment out- 
rages which the leaders of the reform movement 
would be the first to deprecate, They are not 
anti-foreign themselves, but there is the danger 
that they will unfoose forces which they will not 
be able to control, 























AFFRAY ON THE “ PATHAN.” 


aii 

Captain Day of the Pathan has furnished the 
Kobe Chronicle with a few particulars of the 
conflict which occurred on the ship at Moji be- 
tween the coolies and the crew. It was caused, 
he says, through some of the coolies attempting 
to take the Chief Engineer’s tally-book out of 
hishand when he objected to some cheating 
which he had perceived in the coal supplied 
for the bunkers. The Chief Officer and the 
Fourth Engineer endeavoured to pacify the 
coolies, who then attacked them with crowbars, 
broomsticks, &c., and bombarded the Chie! 
Officer in his room for about five minutes with 
lumps of coal, cutting and bruising him about 
the head and body. By this time the other 
officers and engineers, Malay sailors and quar- 
ter-masters had armed themselves with 
ship’s bayonets, and, charging the coolies, drove 
them off the ship in about five minutes, The 
Chief Engineer fired several shots in the air 
from his revolver, and the Chief Officer shot 
one man in the leg. There were about 80 
coolies, and only eleven of the ship's company 
engaged in the row, and the police did not turn 
up for nearly an hour later. 














KOREAN S1UDENTS, 


oe ge 

It is probably fresh in our readers’ recollec. 
tion that the Government in Sédul recently 
stopped.all remittances on account of the 
expenses of the Korean students studying in 
Japan, The lads had consequently to choose 
between abandoning their studies or continu 
ing them at the charges of anyone willing to 
assist them, Several of them appear to have 
adopted the latter course, for we note that a 
charity Bazaar is to be hold next Sanday at the 
Uyeno Academy of Music in aid of the youths’ 
education. The chief promoter is Mr Takao 
Sayeji. editor of the Forosu Choho, Saujikken- 
bori, Kyobashi, Tokyo, and the tickets of 
admission are 1 yen, 50¢en and 25 sen. From 
the fact that three grades of ticket are adver- 
tised, we infer that some kind of entertainment 
is contemplated, but the term used in the 
circular is Fisen-Kai by which a charity bazaar 
has hitherto been understood. 











ZOKVO LITERARY AND MUSICAL 
SOCIETY. 
Se 

The meeting of the Tokyo Literary and 
Musical Society on Monday, 21st instant, was 
very successful, H.E. the United States 
Minister presided, and the following programme 
was given :— 

1. Pianoforte Duet — Misses 
Dorothy Page. 
Reading—Miss Terry, 
Song—Mis. Buncombs 
Pianoforte Duet—The Misses Page. 
Reading—The Rev. W. White. 


Gettrude and 











Song—Mis. Garst, 
Reading—She Rev, W. White, 


 PoyvEes 


Google 


FATAL FIRES IN TOKYO. 
a 

About 1.25 a.m. on Tuesday fire broke out 
in the quarters occupied by Professor Yama- 
giwa in, the Medical College of the Imperial 
University, Hongo, Tokyo. In the excitement, 
the Professor's litle daughter, nine years of age, 
appears to have been left in the burning build- 
ing, and her charred remains were found among 
the débris after the fire was extinguished, 

At about 2.30 the same morning fire broke 
out in the Takasaka Komaye printing office, in 
Minami Odawaracho, Kyobashi-ku, Tokyo, and 
assumed large dimensions, no less than 113 
houses being destroyed before the flames were 
atrested at 4.15 a.m. 


OVER A THOUSAND HOUSES BURNT. 


On Wednesday morning at about 2.30, fire 
broke out in a store shed at No. 6 Nichome, 
Barukimachi, Hongo, owned by Mr. Yoko. 
makura Shotaro of Ichome, Harukimachi. The 
flames, fanned by a strong north-easterly wind, 
spread very rapidly and 1,112 houses were 
duced to ashes, including the Haruki Theatre 
and many other important buildings. It was 
not until 6.30 a.m, that the fire was got under 
contro], During the fire one person is reported 
to have been burntto death. The cause of the 
fire, though not accurately known, is believed 
to have been incendiarism, 








NEWS OF THE WEER. 





© A well-known burlesque actress was thrown 

from her wheel in turning the corner of aLondon 
street, One of the papers slated that some 
“painful bruises on the pavement were sus- 
tained.” The pavement, however, everyone will 
be plensed to hear, is making fair progress to- 
wards recovery, 


Towards the end of February the British 
Isles were visited with very severe weather, the 
bright, sunny days that had previously charac- 
terised the winter turning to days of snow, frost 
and sleet. London was attacked, at the same 
time, with an epidemic of measles, the malady 
being mainly experienced by grown-up people, 
So severe and wide-spread was the epidemic 
that in one week alone over twenty balls and 
receptions had to the postponed. 


Sefior D: H. de Uriate, Consul-General of 
Spain, has communicated to the W.-C. Daily 
News the following official telegram :— 

Maoila, 13th March, 11 30 p.m, 

Disturbances in the North of Luzon, district of 
Bolinao, entirely local, no importance, caused by 
hill Tudians rescuing criminals being conveyed to 
prison and assisted by Actas Indians cutting 
wites. Already severely punished by forces sen 
and order re-established, The rest of the Archi« 
pelago entirely quiet. 











Kobe is making a record for fires. Another 
occurred on the 31st inst., when the house of 
Mr. M. Lossman, on Waterfall Road, was burnt 
to the ground, and the contents also destroyed. 
The loss of furniture and effects was covered by 
a policy for yen 3,000 in the London Assurance 
Association. The building, the Kobe Herald 
believes, was insured ina Japanese office. The 
origin of the fire is reported to have been ac- 
cidental, 

Mr. Genzo Akiyama, formerly President of 
the Yokohama Law Court, who was lately pro- 
moted to the Chokuain Judgeship of the Court 
of Cassation, has resigned his position, and 
proposes (o practise in Yokohama and Tokyo as 
a soliciter and barrister, Mr, Yaekichi Inouye, 
also a former Judge of the same Court, is about 
to take a similar step.; and Mr. Ryokichi Ozawa, 
the Court translator, will work in conjunction 
with them. 

















The seventh ordinary general meeting of 
shareholders in the National Bank of China 
was held in Hongkong on March raih, Mr. D. 
Gillies in the chair. In proposing the adoption 
of the accounts the Chairman stated that the 








Bank was in a perfectly sound condition. He 
regretted that the Bank could pay no dividend 
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for the past year but had hope that at the end 
of the ensuing twelve-months a more substan- 
tial and creditable report would be submitted. 
The accounts were adopted, bat a proposal to 
add another European to the Hongkong Board 
of Directors was negatived. 





* A Hongkong paper of March 16th published 
accounts of serious disturbances in Manila. 
poi 





B to a recrudescence of the rebellion. 
cable companies issued a notification stat- 
ing that the Spanish Government land lines 
beyond Bolinao had been interrapted since 
Sunday night, 6th inst. and from this it was 
inferred that the rebels were in possession of the 
country between Bolinao and Manila, H.M.S. 
Edgar was hurriedly prepared for sea, and 
ordered to leave for Manila on the 13th, 


The record of the Rev. Robert William Dun- 
who has died at Liverpool, is probably 
unique. He wasa carate for half a century; 
he was connected with St, Peter's Parish Church 
all this time ; and his duties were mainly those 





















of baptising and marrying. To solemnise 
5,000 bap! and conduct 1,000 weddings 
was an ordinary year's work; but before 1868, 





when interments ceased at St. Peter’s, he offi- 
ciated at burials as well. During a cholera 
visitation which devastated Liverpool, it is 
stated that he read the burial service over seve- 
ral hundred victims at the same time, 


This is to be a year of centenaries, France 
will have three—the centenary of Jasmin, the 
barber poet, who was born al Agen in 1798, and 
died in 1864; that of Auguste Comte, founder 
of the Positivist School, who died in 1857; and 
that of Jules Michelet. the famous historian, 
who was born on August 21, 1798. There will 
be two centenary festivals in Ltaly, in memory 
of the poet Leopard: and of Savanarola, Be- 
sides the centenary celebration of the independ- 
ence of the Canton of Vaud, the Swiss will 
commemorate the fourth centenary of Hans 
Holbeir, the great painter. On May-a1 Por- 
tugal will commemorate the fourth centenary of 
the explorer Vasco de Gama. 














Ireland is once more united, says the Glode. 
Considering what they have said of one another 
and how they have fought, it is certainly very 
astonishing to find all parties collected in per- 
fectamity in one of the Committee Rooms 
of the Honse of Commons. It is even more 
amazing when one sees Colonel Saunderson 
elected chairman on the motion of Mr, 
Dillon, seconded by Mr. John Redmond. 
It is no wonder if English and Scotch members 
rubbed their eyes and asked each other if the 
millennium had suddenly arrived, When, 
however, it was realised that the combination 
was for the purpose of getting more money out 
of Great Britain, the wonder ceased. 











In H.B,M.'s Court at Kobe, on the 21st inst., 
before Mr. J. Carey Hall, Consul and Judge, 
the case against Richard Pithie and Alexander 
C. Lang, chief and second engineers of the 
steamer Hing Sang, for assaulting and wound. 
ing a Japanese constable, adjourned on the 
16th inst, was called. Neither of the defen- 
danis, who had been allowed bail on a deposit 
of $200 each, put in an appearance, and his 
Honour, in accordance with Sec. 9 of the Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction Act, declared the money 
(ven 400) forfeited and ordered it to be paid 
into the account of the Crown, He further 
directed Mr: Lucas, Court Constable, to con- 
tinue to use all efforts to find the accused, as 
the charge could still be prosecuted. 












In the Calcutta Review, a stronger case than 
usual is made out for the claim of the Afghans 
to be considered the descendants of the lost 
tribes of Israel. In the first place, the Hebrew 
aspect of the Afghan is striking, and in the 
second place all of his commonest names are 
Biblical. Such are Yusuf (Joseph), Yakub 
(Jacob), and Ishak (Isaac). Alghan tradition, 
moreover, distinctly alleges an Israelitish 
descent, and the modern Afghans sull call 
themselves Beni-Israel, or Children of Israel. 


vigitzea by GOOgle 








The oldest Afghan custe: moreover, distinct: 
ly suggest Israelite origin. Such are.the obliga: 
tion of marrying a deceased brother's widow, 
and the capital punishment of stoning. But 
the strongest evidence of all isa discovery by 
Dr. Moore, which ought, if established beyond 
doubt, to settle the question, He states thata 
number of archaic inscriptions exist in Afghan. 
istan which cannot be interpreted by any 
other means than transliteration into ancient 
Hebrew, when their sense becomes clear, 


It is stated that China has asked for the ser- 
vices of an officer fron the British army to 
raise a force, consisting of six thousand Chrnese 
troops, his head-quarters to be at Pinyang, 
whence he shall be ready to defend the Chinese 
capital. 


Coffee, it is believed, will cease to be an 
export of Ceylon in two or three years, the 
amount exported rapidly decreasing, especially 
of native coffee. Sir Thomas Lipton, however, 
says that coffee growing is not played out in 
Ceylon, and that he finds no difficulty in grow- 
ing it. 

The Nippon Yusen Kaisha's trans Pacific 
Steamers commencing with the steamer Vama- 
guchi Maru, hence Aptil and, have been autho- 
ised bythe Imperial Postal Department to carry 
through mails; this will enable shippers to pass 
their papers through the Banks and post by the 
steamer carrying the cargo. 








Telegraphic information was received in 
Yokohama on Thursday that the Reichstag has 
granted the extra subsidy for the Imperial Ger: 
man Mail fortuightly service to China and Japan, 
and the same will in future be carried on con- 
jointly with the Nordd-Lloyd snd Hamburg- 
‘America Line, 








The death occurred at the Grand Hotel on 
Wednesday night, of Mr. James Heelis, a gen- 
Uleman belonging, we understand, to Manches- 
ter, England, who was on a wip round the 
wold, Mr, Heelis arrived in Yokohama from 
Kobe only a few days ago, suffering from 
dysentery, and was attended by Dr. Hall. He 
was to have left for England by the Empress of 
Fapan to-day. Deceased was unaccompanied 
by any of his relations or friends, 


Mr. N. J. Ede, who is shortly retiring from 
his post as Secretary of the Union Insurance 
Society of Canton, Limited, which he has held 
for the last twenty-seven years, has been pre- 
sented at Hongkong with an address from the 
members of the Eastern staff of the Society, the 
address being accompanied by a souvenir in the 
shape of a gold watch. 





An inspection in dock at Hongkong of the 
damage sustained by the Coptic proves that 
extensive repairs will be necessary before the 
ship is ready to proceed to seaagain, The three 


decks of the vessel will have to be removed, |i 


and the repairs to the vessel will take more than 
two months to complete. The Dockyard Com- 
pany has undertaken the execution of the work 
for $120,000. 


Tenders for 500 fan of canvas duck and 500 
ama of grey shirlings ate invited by the In- 
spection Bureau (Kansa Kyoku) of the Com- 
nications Department ; to be opened on March 
28th, Tenders are also invited by the Inspec- 
tion Bureau in the Department of Communica- 
tions for 15,000 yards of rubber covered wire 
and sundry other material. Tenders to be 
submitted to the Treasury Office in the above 
Bureau before-noon on April 4th, Particulars 
are open to mapeciion al the same otice, Ten- 
ders for 5.000 feet English-made hose-pipe are 
invited by the Third Section Office (Dai San- 
ka) of the Metropolitan Police Board; to be 
opened at tram. on April gth, 





Among the homeward passengers by the Em 
press of Fapan are Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Bag: 
gallay, who leave Japan with no intention of 
returning. Mr, Baggallay’s health has for some 
months past heen such as to render the change 
necessary. During his residence in Kobe, says 
the Chronicle, Mr. Baggallay has always been 











prominently identified with every movement 





calculated to be of benefit or interest to the whole 
community, and throughout his ten years’ stay 
he has been one of the most popular resi- 
dents in the port. His departure is universally 
regretted, the more especially on account of the 
catise, and in expressing a hope that the change 
will lead to his complete recovery, we are but 
re-echoing the sentiments of every member of 
the community, 





An amusing story used to be toldin Bar 
circles respecting a meeting of the late Baron 
Pollock and the late Lord Denman, The 
latter had the night before delivered one of his 
unutterably prosy speeches in the House of 
Lords which in the customary manner was 
disposed of in the London dailies thus :—"‘After 
a few words from Lord Denman,” &c, Baron 
Pollock overtook his learned colleague in the 
park, and found fuming over this latest 
journalistic indignity, Pollock, in a mildly 
ironical fashion, condoled with his friend, and 
expressed regret that so magnificent an oration 
was not reported. Lord Denman took the 
remark seriously, and exclaimed :—“ Ah, 














Pollock, it's my firm belief that no person 
connected witn a newspaper will ever enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven!" 


The naval correspondent of the Globe writes : 
—‘' Commander Lewis K. Bell, in command of 
the sailing training sloop Crusser, in the Medi- 
terranean, has found time amid his multifarious 
duties to invent a range. finder for use in the navy, 
I do not know the principle of the instrument, 
but I hear that ona first aspect it is so sal 
factory that the Admiralty have given directions 
for a series of exhaustive trials to be made 
with it at Portsmouth.” The Singapore Free 
Press recalls the fact that Commander L. K. 
Bell was well known on this station in command 
of the Plover in 1891-92, his officers being that 
go-ahead pair of liettenants, Brownrigg and 
Shakespeare, the former of whom is nowa son- 
in-Jaw of Sir Cecil Smith. 











The man who brings pelitics into a love letter 
must be an enthusiast, In an acion brougiit 
at Liverpool against « poulterer and fishmonger 
a letter was read from the ardent swain, in 
which he says, describing Mr, Chamberlai 

He stepped on to the platform as if he had 
walked out of his [ is sonorous voice was 
adapted to the buil , telling 
manner he emphasised points, His 
earnestness, humour, sa onic praise 
of his opponents was unequalled in my personal 
experience. His single eyeglass he wore with re- 
freshing assurance. 

The only satisfaction which a young woman 
(who probably wanted to read nothing but that 
her eyes were perfect and her hair adorable) 
could derive from such a screed was in the sub- 
scription :—‘ Yours by a large majority, Tom.” 




















The present position of the currency question 
is decidedly interesting, says Finance. 
where the 
popuiation is’ so completely used to paper 
money that they actually prefer it to gold, but 
a gold standard had tobe established, aud the 
thing has been done. ‘The idea_was to create 
a gold standard ‘similar to the English pound 
sterling ”"—and now, instead of the rouble being 
a fluctuating wnit—it is fully established as a 
definite standard. To get over the difficulty of 
making the change popular, paper is being 
gradually withdrawn, particularly the notes of 
smaller values, and the silver coins are being 
made mere tokens. At the present time there 
is 13.1 per cent, more goldthan paper in Rus- 
sia, and at the end of last year, the amount of 
paper roubles in circulation was 199,000,000, 
So that it may be taken that Russia has become 
definitely, if not irrevocably, a monometalist 
country. This action is unquestionably pro- 
foundly interesting to England as a monometal- 
list nation, It will-modify the relations existing 
—financial and commercial—between Russia 
and Asiatic countries, and will, so far as cur- 
tency is concemed, place the great northern 
empire on the same plane as ourselves, The 
difficulties which we experience in dealing with 

















the silver standard of Asia will be felt in a 
similar way by Russia, 
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FOREIGN PARCEL POST 
REGULATIONS. 
ee eg, 

The following official translation of the Fo- 
reign Parcel Post Regulations is published by 
the Tokyo Post and Telegraph Office :— 

Atticles forbidden to be sent by Parcel Post.— 
Articles of a vature likely to soil or injure the 
other parcels, liquids, oils, or fatty substance: 
explosive, inflammable, or dangerous substances ; 
animals ot vegetables or articles which ave not 
allowed for transmission by the laws or regulations 
of the countries to which the parcels ate destined ; 
and parcels containing any letter, or manuscript 
notes having the character of actual and personal 
correspondence. 

Liquids, oil, or fatty substances may, however, 
be sent if so packed as to prevent any injury and 
if approved after examination by the Post Office. 

Address, &.—Parcels must be addressed legi- 
bly and those addressed in pencil will not be #c- 
cepted. Parcels must be sealed with sealing-wax 
or by some other means. 

Customs Declaration, Despatch Note.—The 
sender of a parcel (Hongkong parcels excepted) 
must fill in the Customs Declaration, also the 
Despatch Note in case of German parcels, and 
sent with the parcel. The weight to be filled in the 
above forms must be in pounds for Canada 
grammes for Germany, and in momme for Great 
Britain, Both of the above forms may be procured 
from the Post Office, 

Vessels.—Parcels to Canada and to Great B. 
tain and beyoud are despatched by the Canadi: 
mail only, and to Germany by the German mail 
only. 

Parcels to Hongkong and beyond ate not for 
warded by Steamers of the P. & O. and M. M. 
Companies; but the Post Office selects the vessels 
which are considered most appropriate to carry 
the parcels. 

PARCELS TO HONGKONG. 

Parcels beyond Hongkong —Parcels can be 
sent to the following places:—Amoy, Canton, 
Foochow, Hankow, Hoibow. Macao, Malacca, 
Ningpo, Pakhoi, Penang, Shanghai, Singapore, 
and Swatow. 

Limits of Weight and Dimeusions.—Weight, 
up ToSths,~ Dimensions, 2 feet in length and 1 
foat bows in breadth and depth, 

Rates of Postay: sen per each So grammes, 

Registration.—Parcels for the above places may 
be registered on payment of a fee of 10 sem in ade 
dition to the ordinary postage rate. Receipts are 
given for registered parcels only. 



































PARGELS TO CANADA. 

Limits of Weight and Dimensions,—Weight, 
up to 7ibs, Dimensions, 2 feet in length and a 
foot both in breadth and depth, 

Rates of Postage.—4o sen per each tb, or [race 
tion thereol, 

PARCKIS TO GERMANY. 
Limit of Weight and Dimensions.—Weight, 
p to Skilogrammes, Dimensions, 60 centimetres 
in any one direction, 

Rates of Postage.—Ven 1.90 per parcel. 

Acknowledgment of Delivery,—10 sen in addi- 
tion to the ordinary postage tate. 

Remark.—One Customs Declaration and one 
Despatch Note may be used for 3 parcels and 
under, provided they be from the same sender to 
the same address. 

PARCHLS TO GREAT BRITAIN, 

Limit of Weight and Dimensions.—Weight, 
up tot kia 320 momme (111bs.). Dimensions, 2 
feet in length and 6 feet in gitth and length 
combined. 

Rates of Postage.— 

Yen 0.88 up to 




















+ 360 momme (3ibs) 
1.68 up to . 840 Gibs.) 
2.48 up to wus 1 Awan 320 (iilbs.) 


Remarks.A parcel must not contain another 
package addressed to a different person and place. 
Any articles liable to Duty which are not enter- 
ed on the accompany ing Customs Declaration are 
liable to be confiscated at the British Customs. 
Parcels may also be sent through the interme: 
diary of the Brilish Post Office to the following 
s and places :—Argentine Republic, Au 
ria-Hungary, Belgium, Bulvatia, Chili, Columbia 

(Republic of), Denmark, Egypt, France, Gere 

many, Greece, Hawaii, Holland, Italy, Luxem 

butg, Mexico, Norway, Portugal, Roumania, 
Sweden, Switzerland and Cons 
nople (Turkey). 

Note.—For less important places and for the de- 
tails as lo Customs Declarations, postage, etc. 
see Notification No. 199 of the Department of 
Communications of the agth year of Meiji, 
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BRITISH OFFICERS, 
pce ae ea Es 

An interesting article, on ‘‘ British Officers.” 
written by ‘An Ex, Attaché,” appears in the 
Washington Post. The author quotes the 
opinion of a German military paper as follows: 
—‘‘ Despite all its bravery, the British Army has 
shown once again on the Indian frontier that it is 
as unfit for warlike expeditions as ever. The 
training and even the arming of the infautry 
are faulty, The organization is cumbersome. 
Miserable mobilization, confusion in the as- 
sembly and preparation of the troops and the 
reserves, inadequate supply of ammunition and 
a badly organized commi jat, render it im- 
possible for a British Army to appear with 
crushing force, If Russia were to make use of 
her opportunities, England, powerless as she is 
from a military point of visw, would be forced 
to leave the gates of India in Russia's hands, 
and to thank her stars if she did not lose India 
altogether.” 

« Ex-Attaché” considers the fault has been 
entirely and admittedly the gross incompetence 
of the officers, who have displayed a degree of 
inefficiency thal is calling for the most scathing 
criticism from the English press itself, It is 
the English officer who, more than anything 
else, constitutes the weak point of England's 
weak army. Physically and socially he is 
superior to most of his Continental comrades. 
Devoted from his earliest boyhood to athletic 
sports, and keeping his body both before and 
after receiving his commission in a constant 
state of splendid training, he is, so far as the 
meie physique is concerned, much better 
equipped for the hardships of a campaign than 
even bis German colleague. But in military 
science and tactics he is lamentably inferior to 
most foreign officers, and the time which the 
latter devole to the arts of their profession the 
English officer spends in pig-sticking, hunting, 
polo, and tennis,” 

“It is owing to this neglect on the part of the 
British officers that the English army has re- 
mained, as the great German field marshal, 
Count von Molike, was wont to declare, much 
the same as it was atthe battle of Waterloo, 
more than four &core years ago.” 

“The British officer, by his pluck, his physique, 
and usually by his birth, is well equipped to act 
as a leader of men—but a leader of men in 
times gone by. He does not realize thal the 
successful officer of the present day must be 
more of the student than of the athlete, more of 
the cold, calculating mathematician than the 
warm-hearted, geuerous-minded creature of 
impalse; in one word, that the military leader 
of the close of the nineteenth century must no 
longer be a Prince Rupert, but a Moltke.” 






































CORRES?ONDENCE. 
— 
JAPANESE SAILORS ON THE “MAINE.” 





To THe Eprror or THE“ JaraN Mar 
Sin,—A complete list of the crew of the illlated 
Maine is given in the Chicago Reader of Feb. 
17. lw that list [ find the nantes of several Japan- 
ese, as follows i— Busajiio Awe, Suke Chingi, 
Otojiio Ishida, Yukichi: Kitagata, Katsusaburo 
Kushida, Tomekicht Nagamine, Masu Otiye, Isa 
Sugisaki, and Katsutaro Suzule, Some of these 
names are rendered unintelligible by typogeaphi- 
cal or other errors; but all are natives of Japan, 
Of these Kushida and Awo ace the only survivors, 
and in one paper the latter is said to have been 
J. These two were taken to Key West, 
jorida, with other survivors. 


Yours sincerely, 




















ERNEST W. CLEMENT. 
Tokyo, March 17th, 1898. 





RECENT “COUP DE GRACE” OF 
THE DOSHISHA. 


To tHe Epitox oF THe “Japan Matt.” 
Sir,—Dector Davis’ very lucid letter in the 
Fapan Weekly Mail of r2th inst, brings into con- 
Spicuous prominence the following important points 
which, in the writer's opinion, the Japanese Govern- 
ment is by honour bound to consider deeply before 
taking any final action in recognizing the Jinjo- 
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Chiu-Gakko depaitment of the Doshisha:— 






1. The lamented Doctor Nee: 
student life in America conceived th 
founding a Christian institution of leaning in his 
beloved native land. 

2. For the realization of this grand and noble 
aim Dr. Neesima, by the consent of the American 
Board, appealed to the Congregational Churches 
of the United Siates. 

3. These clinches responded with that m 
ficent liberality which has made famous the whole 
history of their foreign missionary activities for 
neatly a century. 

4. The basic foundation of the Doshisha 
Chnistianity in its moral spititual life, de. 
its totality. 

5. This foundation is unalterable. 

6. Notwithstanding these facts, immediately 
afier Dr. Neesima’s death the trustees who ‘had 
pledged their honour to uphold the Constitution 
have betrayed their trust by endeavouing to 
subvert the fundamental principles upon which 
the Institution is erected. 

7. This attempt to subvert the foundatioit of the 
Doshisha is done without heeding, nay in brazen 
defiance of, the vehement protests of the Christian 
donors repeatedly expressed in a thunder-like 
voice that can never be iisunderstood. 

Undoubtedly there have been in the long history 
of European education institutions of leaning 
hin course of time have changed the spirit 
created and moulded them, Most ol the 

great Universities of Chiistendam started 
ies ago as monastic institutions when the 




































sthood monopolized all the learning of the 
age. ough a slow and gradual process of 
evolution the universal thought of the constitnency 
underwenta cadical transformation, the method of 
study was changed and broadened, and the 
sciences brgan to occupy the position which 
formerly had been taken by theology to the ex- 
clusion of the rest. 

But the present case is entively different. Itcan- 
not find a similar one in the whole history of educa- 
tion in the civilized world, It stands unapprochably 
unique. IC is nothing short, in my opinion, of a 
high-handed sobbery. 

8. Notwithstanding the illegal action of the 
teustees in striking the Christian clause out of the 
Dashisha Constit mn, still if the Government will 
ize its JinjosChu Gakko department de 
hberately, it cominits an action which will ter- 
ly pain, the, moral instinct of humanity. 
will leave a deeper stain upon the goad repi 
of Japan than the Port Arthur massacte, Because 
there the crime was committed by the common 
soldiery, whose human passions, at the sight of 
the mutilated corpses of their comrades were 
heated to a blinding and uncontrollable intensity; 
while here the crime, because it is nothing shart 
of moral crime, is being coolly perpetrated by 
the tuling classes of Japan, 

In the same number of the Japan Weekly Mast 
the writer of the article on * Civilization ” finds it 
very difficult to define satisfactorily the meaning of 
that great and complicated word. Indeed, it is 
hard to define it postively, However, there ae, in 
my opinion, encourging possibilities to find out the 
nature and constituent el its of civiliza. 
tion from a negative stand-point, thereby reaching 
ultimately the same desired goal. In the 
wiiter’s opinion this Doshisha disgrace ix not, a 
fortiurt, the highest manifestation of a civil 
human society’s activity. Who are the 
who are enacting this drama of injustice? They 
are not common and depraved felons, ‘They all are 
men of honour and integrity of character, ‘They 
are men like Mr. Tokutomi, who for more than a 
decade has stood as the chief guardian of the 
moral consciousness of his very intelligent nation. 
They are men like Mr. Yokoi who, not quite a year 
ago, was hysterically shouting at the top of his 
voice about the insufficiency of the present books 
on moral law, and urging the imperative nec 
of a new ethical treatise with broader and 
sublime ideals of existence, If such representative 
leaders of Japanese thought and life are liable 
to fall into such a deplorable condition of extreme 
moral stupour without the national conscien 
being stirred to its innermost depths I should 
vot wonder for a moment if civilized nations ve- 
fused to consider Japan morally a civilized coun- 
try, in spite of the vevised treaties. No 
civilization is worth a rotten turnip that is not 
based upon the eternal and immutable ethical law 
which governs human destiny, Tthink [am 
mistaken if [say that the very honout of Japan ar 
the Japanese is deeply concerned in this Doshi- 
sha question, Let the whole nation in its august 
majesty arise and protest, even if it cannot rectify, 
this flagrant injustice. ‘The national conscience 
is above all lorms of forensic technicalities. 
‘This is a test case for the national conscience ta 
decide; and when the final judgment of that 




































































































































august Uibuval is announced then civilized 
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humanity can decide whether Japan is a teally 
Civilized country or not, 
PHILO-JAPAN. 
Yokohama, March 17th, 1898: 


{tia very difficult to see how the Government can notice the 
question directly or indirectly —Ep. 7. Mf.) 





THE LATE Dr. VERBECK. 


To THe Epitor or tHe “JAPAN Matt.” 

Sir.—Although an acknowledgement has been 
made in the columns of your journal by Miss 
Verbeck of her sincere thanks for the sympathy 
and kindness shown by ds and 
acquaintances in connexion with the lost of he: 
severed father, I esteem it a duty and a privilege 
to express the gratitude felt by the Members of the 
Mission and the Church represented by our es: 
emed brother for the sympathy shown and ussist- 
nce afforded by the Members of various Mis- 
sions and of the U.S. Legation in this sudden and 

i stance which contributed so 
successful carrying out of the 
funeral services. The as: ndeved to Miss 
Verbeck by her Japanese fi 
them Baron S; ya, Master of Ceremonies of 
ehold, Mr, Masu others, 
was for the right conduct. of that 
part of the obsequies. But H.M, the Emperor's 
munificent thoughtfulness providing for the 

i eral expenses, and the generous con- 
tribution, or gratuitous. loan of the burial plot 

Aoyama € emetery onthe part of the Tokyo: 
Fu—City Government=are acts of kindness that 
call for heartiest expression of thanks not only on 
the part of the Mission and 
whom the deceased represented, but on the part 
of all his own and other nationals with whom 
H.M.’s Government stands in treaty relations, 

‘The expressions of condolence, coming from offi- 
cials, churches, prominent workers, former pupils 
etc., are bath numerous and affecting. In re- 
sponse ta the desire expressed for a memorial set~ 
vice in some place large enough to adinit the publ 
generally, it was thought well such a sevice should 
be held to-day, a weele later than the funeral, at 
the Kanda Sei Nen Kan. But owing to the fact 
that those who might be required to take part in 
auch services were very much engaged, and the 
close of the school year at this season adding to 
these engagements, it was thought better it should 
be delayed till a move favorable time. 

A letter sent in anticipation of such a memarial 

vice by Me ican Board M 
sion may be added as testimony from valued fellow= 
missionary workers of their appreciation of Dr. 
Vetheck’s life and labours, 

Kyoto, March 17, 1898, 

Tn behalf of the American Board Mission, we 
wish to express our great esteem for Dr, Verbeck, 
and to unite in heart with those who are honours 
ing his memory. Dr. Verbeck was indeed a true 
lover of Gud and of man; he gave 38 years of his 
life to Japan, and we rejoice that he so fully 
manifested the breadth of the Christian love; he 
thoroughly studied the Japanese langnage and 
used his linguistle powers to preach Cluist to the 
Japanese in words easy to he understood and full 
of Me, and alo to tanslate the Psalms into 
Japanese. 

Although most of as did not have the opportunity 
to become well acquainted with him personall 
yet we all esteemed him a friend aud 
We thaule God for the sending of such a 
man to Japan, and pray thal we may be blessed 
to follow his example. 


J. D. Dav: 
D. W. Learwen, Secretary. 


Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
JAS. H. BALLAGH, 











































































































POSTAL MATTERS IN JAPAN. 
Sueoersrions or Note ro Forkicners. 


To tHe Evitor or rue“ Jaraw Main.” 
With the object of avoiding delays, and 
complaints arising therefrom, in respect to the de- 
livery of letters and other mail matter, the Mini 
ster of Comm sued some 
Rene ‘on this special 
point; and I now write, by his instructions, to 
ask you to be good enough to point out to your 
readers one small, but important, point thereof, +o 
that they may largely prevent such delays by 
using the precaution of having the correct address 
nin Japa 
It now Hequently happens that letters for places 
Japan (domestic mail matter) aré posted with 
ddiess written in foreign writing only—and 
ich cases some of the post office staff have to 


translate and write addresses ie Gere ste 
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e body of Christians]. 





necessarily involves delay, aud it may often hap. 
pen that the translation is not quite corvect, 

All addresses on letters, etc., when writt 
foreign style should be in clear legible wr 
and in Roman 


in 
ing. 
letters (not Gothic or other 
style); and if, in addition, they are properly 

islated in Japanese writing they are more likely 
toescape any unnecessary delays or any risk of 
being lost. 

Ishould also like to suggest that all letters des- 
tined for Foreign Countries should have the name 
of that country written in Japanese; otherwise— 
and especially from summer tesorts or places in 
the interior—such letters may tisk being sent to 
some other Post Office than the one wliere the 
desired is being made « 


Lam, sir, yours faithfully, 
B. YASUHIRO, 
Director-General of Posts, 
























Tokyo, 21st March, 





ON THE RIGHT OF WAY WHEN 
LEAVING PORT. 


To THe Epitor or THe “Japan Main.” 
Sir, he question as to the ight of way” 
having been brought up before the Court of Iv 
quiry, recently held to investigate the circumstances 
attending the collision between the steamers Bor- 
neo and Wayo Maru in the fairway to Yokohama 
harbour, I consider this a most stritable opportu 
ty to bring the matter up for public discus. 
I shall herewith start the same, if you wi 
tinaly allow me sufficient space in your valuable 
paper to express my opinions. 
Tmay at once state that my object in weiti 
is to warn shipmasters aga 
cluding that of two steamers, one ente 
the other leaving port, the one which is the out- 
ng vessel has the right of way and that the in- 
































1g steamer has generally pl 

roon, while the other is probably in a narow 
roadstead. My opinion is that, unless there are 
special 1ules, duly made by local authority, relative 
vigation of any ha:bour o1 inway, the 
les applicable to the navigation of such 
places ar ‘The revised Rules of the Read for 
preventing Collisions at Sea. if such are not over- 
tuled by the custom of the Port, or Ports. 

Before the above-mentioned Court of Inquiry, the 
Chief Officer of the outgoing steamer Borneo is said 
to have stated that thete are no printed rules on the 
matter; but that it is generally undeistood th 
case of a vessel leaving and a vessel entering a 
harbour, the vessel entering should give way to 
the other. On the other hand, the Captain of the i 
coming steamer Wayo Maru is quoted as having 
stated that he did not know of the practice of a 
ship ente for a vessel going 
out, [sincerely trust that the Borneo was not 
navigated under the idea that she had the tight of 
way, and that the finding of the Court was uot in 
any way affected by the Chief Officer’s assertion, 

To show that the Chief Officer was probably 
wrong in stating that it is generally understood, 
case of a vessel leaving and a vessel evtering a 
harbour, that the vessel entering should give way 
tothe other, I may quote a few sections fiom the 

ions in force at Belfast, as follow: 
That, when steam vessels on different 
courses vavoidably or necessarily pass so 
ear tha courses 
there would be risk of coming in collision, the 
helm of each vessel shall be pnt to port, so that 
the one shall always pass on the larboard or port 
side of the other. 

Also, in the additional Rules it states :— 

1st. That, when steamers are likely to meet 
al, or neat, the Holywood Lighthouse, the out- 
going steamer, Weing the one which has the other 
‘on her own starboard side, shall wait until the an- 
coming steamer has come round far enough to give 
her a clear course. 

and. ‘Thatno steamer shall swing in the har 
bour at such a time as to interfere with the ar- 
tival or departure of any other steamer, &c., & 

T may further mention that Lees, in one of I 
letters on collisions, contained in his admirable 
Manual for Shipmasters, stat order to 
guard against the danger of collision, the follows 
ing reasonable rules should be attended to by 
masters. When two ships are to enter into the 
same port, the farthest off must w: til the 
other has got ing aud, in case of collision, the one 
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that has acived last, is answerable for the dan 
age, unless the master proves that he was not 
fault. 





A vessel going out of haibour must make 





however, not be the least doubt about 
the necessity to establish proper Harbour Regula- 

for the port of Yokohama as soon as pos- 
je; inclu ulsory pilotage for vessels, 
both inward and outward ; but until such Regular, 











{his country, and it c 





tious are in force, no captain should assume that 
his steamer has any right of way ; and if he should 
he compelled at any time to meet a vessel in the 
fairway of the harbour be should then somancuvee 
as to he on the right side of the channel, as re- 
quited by Article 25 of the Revised Reg 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 
Lam, Sir, yours very respectfully, 


NAUTILOID. 
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To rue Epiror ov THe “ Japan Matt. 


Sirn,—I beg to express through the medium of 
your paper my sincere thanks to the following 
for their valuable di Library 
of our Institution :—" Australasia Picturesque 
Atlas," 3 vols., donation from Mrs. B.S. Patton ; 
“Handbook for Travellers in Japan,” 10 vols. 
donation from Prof. B, H. Chamberlain ; * Josep! 
le Maistre,” 10 vols ; “ Philosophie de la Guerre, 
to vols., Collection des Meilleurs Auteurs,” 20 
vols, donations from M, M. Revo: 


Yours tuly, T. SASAOKA 





vations to the 























PURELY PERSONAL. 


To THe Eptror or THe “ Japan Mai,” 

Sin,—In your last week's issue I find this state- 
ment. 

“We do not agree with the general editor’s 
views about the social evil and do not endorse the 
Biblical editor’s refusal to comply with the laws of 

nsequently follows, according 
to the Shepherd's Vote, that we are bad, tadi- 
cally bad.” 

The Masl and the Voice lave lately been dis- 
cussing the Social Ed in Japan, a matter that has 
no relation whatever to my “relusing to comply 
with the laws of my country,” wor has the Voice, 
in its contention with the Afas/, made the slightest 
teference to the matter in any way wi 
the Mail, therefore, should go so en 
way as to bring the matter into its cout 
hie Social Evil question is truly sur 
ing. Is it, that being Nard pressed by the 
Voice the Mail wishes to divert attention from the 
point at issue? May be the Editor is not quite 
satisfied with his attempted defence of the Ameri+ 
can Legation and takes this method of trying to 
get eve 

Since it has been brought before the public 
again, I may say Lam not the only man who has 
found difficulty of “complying with the 
laws of his country.” Being at the Legation only 
a few days ago for the purpose of helping a fellow 
national about getting a passport, I was told that 
alimost every one had raised objections to the pre- 
regulations, The particular friend, under co: 
Fdevatien had weds a plain, unvarnished st 
ment, representing the facts of his own case. The 
Legation rejected his applicati nd he had to 
modify his language before the passport was 
granted. (Some can do this; I ca Thecom- 
plaint is general, and the Legation has felt the 
force of it so strong as to Le under the necessity of 
issuing @ pamphlet of extracts fiom State papers 
in self defence. 

It is to be sincerely hoped that the Editor of the 
Mait will not be overly anxious about myzel 

but will devote himself to such 
as ate being i ly pressed upon him; ai 
that he may not be disturbed i ind. further 
about my course I may be permitted in closing to 
say that [have both a resident and travelling pass- 
port and that Uncle Sam and I are getting on 


beautitully as far as | know. 
Most :espectfully, J. M. McCALEB. 


‘Tokyo, March 2204, 1898, 


for 







































































[The only way of acc McCaleb's astounding! 
incorrect statements is to meanme that he has not read the 
Tast number of the Shepherd's Voise.—ED. J-M.) 














THE KOBE CUSTOMS HOUSE 


FRAUDS. 
ag 

FINDINGS OF THE PRELIMINARY JUDGR. 
The findings of the judge upon the pre! 
ion of the persons arrested in connect 
with the extensive frauds at the Kobe Customs 
House are embodied in a lengthy document, which 
has been published verbatim in several consecutive 
issues of the Yushin Nippo, from which the Kobe 
Chronicle ausiates the tollowing summary = 

The Judge found that a conspiracy was formed 
among’ certain Customs House officials, and 
others who had forme:ly been employed in the 
service of the Customs, to defraud the autho 
ities, of anopey paid as duty on exports and 
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imports, and that they were assisted in this 
by a ‘unmber of Chinese and Japanese 
employés of foreign firms, and of Japanese land 
ing and shipping agents. ‘They did not all work 
together, however, but in small groups. 12 
November, 1896, four employés of a Chinese firm 
at No. 27, Kaig ‘Niechome, arranged to 
hand to a tide-waiter named Aso Naritaru and a 
clerk at the Customs House named Majima Sho- 
taro the application for an export permit. Export 
permit forms were then procured by the clerk and 
tidewaiter, who put upon them, with intent to 
defraud, the seal of the Customs House and the 
stamp showing duty paid. The permits were then 
given to the servants of the Chinese film, who 
took them to the Customs House in the usual 
way and passed the goods as though the 

had been propeily paid. In December the same 
year the head of the Inspection Office at the Cus- 
toms House discovered the fraud, amounting to 
yen 79-38, and directed the tide-waiter Aso to get 
the application and collect the duty from the ship- 
per. Aso corcerted with the employés of the 
Chinese firm aforesaid, an application form was 
stolen, the firm's signature and seal were forged, 
and the form was presented the same month at the 
Customs House through the medium of Aso. 

The Judge found that in February, 1897, an 
ex-Customs House o! had various seals cut 
by an engraver, inel the seal of the Customs 
House, the official seal of the superintendent, the 
official’ seal of the Treasury department, and 
private stamps of empluyés in the latter depart- 
ment, the forged seals and stamps being used to 
defiaud the Customs House o lawful revenue. 
‘This defendant (Naito Manji) with accomplices 
continued to defraud the Customs House until 
October, 1897, when a dis avose among the 
fraternity concerning the division of the stolen 
d, fearing that this would lead to the 
y of the frauds, Naito destroyed all the 
forged seals and s‘amps, ‘The dispute, however, 
was compromised, and the frauds were continued, 
the conspirators getting new seals engraved by 
Aso Natitaru. 

Further, the Judge found that two office boys 
(kosukai) at the Customs House stole between 
January and October 1897 several hundred forms 
jnecessary to the passing of goods through the 
Customs of them the offi- 
cial seals aud stamps. s were given to 
Naito, who concealed them at his | Naito 
next prevailed on Matsumoto Seikichi, an employ é 
in firm of Messts, Becker & Co. of No. 8, to join 
him in defrauding the Customs authorities by 
using the forged forms. Matsumoto accordingly 
Nanded Messrs. Becker & Cu.’s applicat to 
Naito al certain tea-houses, and on every occasion 
the forged seals and stamps were affixed by Naito’s 
fietwatds giving these 
eceipts for duty paid, 
tothe Customs House, 
which in this case had been defrauded of 1,716 
yen. The money was divided among the prison- 
ers concerned in the frauds, 

Other frauds were perpet 








































































ted by Japanese and 





Chinese employ és of other firins in the same way, 
the amounts being given as follows :— 
BXPORTS. 
Yen. 
Oppenheimer Prdres 442 

























Illies & Co, and 

Christensen & Co. }. 31316 
Morf & Co. ef 207 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. 464 
Browne & Co. 736 
Macy & Co. 

Christensen & Co. 11325, 
Shin Taisho 500 
Iesho.,. ie 
Findlay, Riel ious 
Cones & Co. 10,852 
‘Tuck Cheor g or 
‘Tong Yen 108 
Aneican Trading Co. 263 


Naito Manji and Akashi Tsunekichi destroyed 
the notes of goods landed sent to the Customs 
House by the official on duty at the Pier, aud thus 
prevented the detection of the alterations in the 
ship's fests, The returns for imports were 
effected by the employ és of foreign firms in com. 
plicity with the said Customs House officials as 
follows :— 

Yen. 











Simon, Evers & Co. 












Nickel & Co. # 7.555 
Adachi Export & Import Co. 1,000 
Becket & Co.,, 1,886 





Voigt & 
Nakamura Shirokichi 





! ing and 
shipping agent in Kaigan-dori, and the frauds in 


this case were found to have a the 
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petiod January, 1896, to September, 1897. 
employ é made false declarations to the nature and 
value of the goods he was passing through, and the 
Judge found that this had be 

Sent of the head of the fiem, Nakamura Shirokichi. 
The Customs House had’ thus been defrauded 
of 23,516 yen, being the difference between the 
declared value and proper value, the goods in 
being landed for the Japan Sugar 















aE 














panies and merchants, But besides this, the head 
of the firm and an employ é named Fukui Suteichi 
defiauded the Cusioms House of various sums of 





mers of the firm, though how these frauds were 
perpetrated has not been definitely ascertained, 





yen. 





endent of the Customs, by the evidence of Japa 








Messts, M. W. Kochen, B, Kummel, H. Clemes 
V. Lavacty, F. Jonas, Chas. A. Fraser, E. H. 
C. Z. Ede, James Green, S. F. Gillum, 
Robinson, A. P. Ball, A. E. Sargent, and othes 
as well as by 4 
tions of the defendants 
owners of goods in Question and ather evidence. 
“True bills were retuned by the Judge ag: 
31 Japanese and 12 Chinese. 




















The 


done with the con- 


money paid as duty on goods imported by custo- 


these sums amounting in the aggregate to 1,539 
‘The facts heretofore cited, the Judge states, 
have been established by Mr. Egawa, the Super- 


ese witnesses, and also by the sankonin (seferees), 






il, 
ALL. 
inber of exlibits, and deposi- 
affidavits produced by 
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the details already published by the Zmperiat 
Gasette:— 

y.—The Imperial Chinese Government, in 
order to comply with the justifiable desire of the 
German Government to possess, like other Powers, 
a point in East Asiatic waters whee German 
ships can be repaited aud equipped. and where 
materials and supplies for that purpose may be 
stored and other atrangements for such objects 












Cow” Messis, Strachan “8 Co. the| may be made, transfers to the German Govern- 
Kwansai Boyeki Co., Temma Weaving Co.,| ment on lease, provisionally for ninety-nine years, 
Fushimi Spinning Co. and many other con-|a portion of territory situated on both sides of the 





entrance of Kiao-chou Bay, in South Shantung, 
and which is more exactly defined in Paragraph 2, 
in such a manner that the German Government 
shall be at liberty to construct within this territory 
all necessary buildings and take the req 
measuwes for their protection. 

“©2.—The territory leased to the German Goe 
verument consists, on the basis of the English chart 
of Kiao-chou Bay for 1863 (1) Of the spit of land 
to the north of the entrance to the bay, bounded 
on the north-east by a straight line drawn from 
the north eastern point of Putate Island to the 


































sea coast in the direction of Loshan, (2) Of the 
spit of land to the sout nce to th 
bay, bo straight line 





drawn from the southernmost point of the bay, 
situated to the south-west of Chiposan to the sea- 
coast in the divection cf the To-losan Island (Wae- 
ber’s chart). (3) Of the Island of Chiposan and of 
Potato Island, together with all the isl 
before the entrance to the 











THK K140-CHOU INCIDENT, 
er eg 

‘The statement made in the Ri 

von Bilow, German Secret 

Kiao-chou incident is of such 








terest that we re 


to Kiao chou was not an improvisatio 





It is indisps 





defined policy. 





he simply fuating 





quired an economical enttance-gate to the Cli 
market, as France has in Tong Kiang, England 
Hongkong, and Russia in the Noth, 
hundred million inhabitants of Cl 

of the richest markets for imports 
Our imports there have trebled themselve 
last ten years. 














enjoyed by other Powers. Without a territorial 
point d'apput, Germany's intelligence and the 
Country's technical and commercial power would 





vit fructifying our ow 
the Fleet was consequi 

in order to make us 
of foreign Gove 


foreign fields withy 
den, A station f 
an absolute necessit 
dependent of the good: 
in the 
ships we might require in those waters. 





tly 
in 








‘The pie- 





home but has a harbour for its headquarters and 
its habitation, All the other Powers, including 








had to acquive similar 
be a Power of the second or th 
Asia. I 
protec 
declared the occupation of Kiao chou to be a mat- 
ter of life and death. [ think th- moment chosen 
for its acquivition marked the right mean between 
the Scylla of overhaste andthe Charybdis of omis- 
sion. Our telatior 
been disturbed thereby, We are in harmony with 
Russia, whose interests do not cross ours anywhere 
in Europe (cheers), and un parallel to ous in 


diank in Eastern 























Asia, and whose natural development we, as sin- 
cere friends, observe with unenvious sympathy 
(cheers). Weregard the endeavours of Fiance 





fo open fresh outlets for trade in Tong-King as 
quite natural, and it i uy to oppose Eng- 
land’s just interests in any way, or in any direc 











tion (cheers). ‘The cantrary view expressed in 
English organs of the Press ts in conflict with the 
actual state of affairs. Happily, no doubt exists 
authoritative quarters in London that it is only 
the interests al the advancement of culture and 
the peace of the wold that we should regard rela- 
tions of harmonious co-operation with Great Bei 
tain as beneficial (cheers). Our modest demands 
did not call for any justifiable obj-ctions on the 
a, nor do they menace the integrity 








ention which had 





With reference to the c 


been concluded between Germany and China, 


Heer von Biilow said that bis information wae still 





only gelegraphic, but he was able (o supplement 


sie 


istag by Hers 
of State, on the 


produce it in full:—The despatch of a squadron 
but the 

expression of a well couside:ed, calm, and clearly- 
able that without a 

territorial point d@'appui in Eastern Asia we would 
he air, from an economical, 

maritime, and political point of view. We re- 


The four 
a provide one 
the world, 
nthe 
We were, therefore, abliged to 
endeavour to obtain similar concessions to those 


lave been wasted, and merely as manure for 
ae 


nts 
natter of repaiing and provisioning the 
stige and the fighting efficiency of our Alcet are 


doubled when it no longer sails about without @ 


even Spain, Portugal, and the Netherlands, have 
territorial possessions of their own there, and we 
ights if we did not wish to 


addition to this there is the necessity of 
1g the Missions, whose head, Bishop Anzer, 


with other Powershave in nowise 





and Sesllentau. Besides this the C! 
ernment undertakes not to adopt any measures, 
nor make any regulations, within # zone of filty 
kilometres’ circumference around the bay, without 
the assent of the German Government 
particular not to place any hindrances 
of any regulation or water-courses th 
come necessary. The Chinese Govern 
grants German troops the right of marching 
through the zone in question. : 
3.—In order to avert every pos: ity of con- 
flict, the Chinese Government, for the duration 
of the lease, t exercise any sovereign sights 
in the lea ory, but transfers them, logether 
with the sovereign sights over the whole of the 
waters of Kiao-chou Bay, to the German Govern 
ment, The German Government will place bea- 
cons, buoys, &c., on the island and shoals near the 





and in 

























t of the territory leased on 
fitted for the objects of 

the German Government, the Chinese Government 
will grant the German Government @ more sutit- 
able spot, and will take back Kiao-chou Bay, at 
the same time giving compensation for all the ex. 
penses incurred there by the German Government, 

5A more detailed deli ion of the bau 
davies of the ceded tetritory and of the Germ: 
zones in accordance with local configurations 
shall be carried by Commissioners of the two 
Governments ” 

In addition to the above statement the Minister 
made the following explanatory remarks :— 

“L—The leased tenitory, exact size of 
which lias not yet been established, will have 
area of from thirty to filly square kilometre: 
will thus be considerably larger than the Br 
possession of Hongkong, including the conces: 
on the mainlaid opposite, 

©2.—The position of the leased territory and 
the approximate extent of the German zone is 
shown in a special map which I lave submitted to 
the Budget Committee. ‘That map has only to be 
corrected in this particular—namely, that for mili- 
tary ‘easons, which became known subsequently, 
the northern land boundary has been pushed for- 
ward a trifle farther than 
+ 3.—-Exact information as to the 
habitants in the German possessi 
lacking. It includes some villages i 















































: which there 
is stated to be a Chinese population of a few thou 
sand heads. 

“4 —As regards the size of the bay we have at 
Present no statement based on quite exact nv 





ments. It peneti to the land for twenty 
nautical miles. Its entrance even at the narrowest 
point is as much as three thousand metres wide. 
About two-thirds of the bay, with an mea of about 
filty square nautical miles, are available for use 
as a harbour, including the southern part adjo 
our tervitory, 
As to the amount of the rent to be paid to 
China, nothing has yet been exactly settled. Any- 
how, we need not get grey hairs over that, The 
tent to be paid willin no case be a large one, 
ce it isnot meant as something paid for the 
leased land is simply a formality of the 
nature of what jurists call a‘ recognition 
implyi cknowledgment of the conti 
of theoretical possession on the part of Emperor of 
China. ‘The settlement with China regarding the 
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atonement to be made for the minder of German 
missionaries I have already had the honour of 
submitting to the Budget Commitiee. Finally, 
as regaids railway and mining concessions, the 
following points have been argreed upon:— 
The Chinese Government has promised to 
entrust toa German-Chinese Railway Company, 
which has yet to be formed, the construction of 
a railway from Kiao chow, to proceed fist 
in a northerly disection and then westward 
until it eventually connects with the great Chinese 
railway system which is projected, ‘I'he line is to 
be so laid that it shall, in particular, touch the 
coalfields of Weih-Sien and Poshan 
e north of Kiao-chow. The working of the coal 
deposits is to be granted to German contractors, 
The Chinese Government further undertakes to 
‘accord the proposed railway company at least as 






















ns, partly for an extension of 

i and paitly 
we definite settlement of their details, are 
still pending, and the position of those negotiations 
is by no means unfavourable, 


Continuing, the Minister said 

state cleatly that we sincerely de: 
tinued existence of the Chinese Empire. Only a 
few days ago a diplomatist, thirsting for informa- 
tion, asked me how long I thought China would 
last. I replied :—* China has already existed four 
thousand three hundred and seventy-seven years, 
and I see no rei 
existing for another three thous 
laughter.) We have no intention of encroacl 
in any way on the interests of Japan, whose rap 
development inspires us with respect. In Kiao- 
chou, English, French, and Russian interests 
all equally far removed, so that our interests there 
do not touch those of any Power. The seports of 
teliable authorities agree that Kiao-chou is just 
the kind of place we require as a port and mer- 
ile post. The harhout is easily defended, and 
e from sand, afford accommoda 
the largest fleet. For the construction of railways 
and for the necessary harbour works, we rely 
upon the co-operation of Geman private capital. 
I believe that the seed we have sown there will 
bear good fiuit. Under any circumstances we 
will carefully cultivate the seed, We shall as 
far as is possible strive that tisk, profit, invest. 
tetures shall remain in the proper 
propart We shall proceed step by step, not 
as conguistadores, uot as calculators, but as able 
merchants, like the Maccabees of yore, weapon 
in one hand, Wowel in the other, [have raised 
up no castles in the air, The acquisition of 
Kiao-chou will be conducive to the propagati 
of the Ctuistian faith, as well as to the econ 
cal development and the political power of the 
German people.” —(Lond cheers.) 














“1 wish to 
e the con. 


















































OUTBREAK IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


pa Sy oe 
Eastern Teceorarn Emptoyes’ Excttinc 
Experiences. 

‘The Bolinao (Philppine Islands) staff of the 
Eastern Extension ‘Telegraph Company have had 
rather an exciting time owing toa tising of the 
natives against the Spanish Government, The 
station was besieged by the natives on ac- 
count of some Spanish soldiers taking refuge 
there, the telegraph office and staff's quarters 
being the strongest building offering any chance 
of defence in the place. The following details, 
contained in telegrams from Mr, Pattie, Super 
intendent of the company, are given in the Hong- 
kong Daily Pres 

7h March.—About two o'clock this morning 
the Government landlines to Manila were cut and 
hundreds of rebels entered the village. ‘They 
killed two European and one wative soldier aud 
the rest of the soldiers, consisting of eight men, es 
caped to our station, which we baiticaded as well 
aswecould. Atsix o'clock, the tebels sent word 
that they would not in any way interfere witl 
but if the soldiers were in the Station at 4 
they would attac! We told them we would ob- 
serve strict 0 but we could not clear the 
soldiers out. The Spaniards in the village and 
Priests managed to escape in a boat; the rebels 
their track, and, if they catch them, they 
will all be killed, Report says that there are about 
goorebels. We cannot get any assistance from 

Manila, as the line is cut, and I suppose they have 
cut it in many places. It is the Bolinao people 
who are in arms, and as we have always been on 
good terms with them they don’t want to hurt us.” 
Later the afternoon it was evident that the 
European women and priests had been captured 
for they were led back to the village, and it ap- 
‘peared that two Spaniards had been killed. 


oogle 






















































Nothing further happened at the Station after 
this, and the night of the 71h remained undisturbed. 
On the 8h, the tebels sent round again in the 
morning asking the staff to leave the building, as 
they intended to attack atten o'clock. This, howe 
ever, the staff would not do, On the gth, the re- 
port came in from the rebels that the Governor: 
General had left Manila for Europe, on the 5th, 
and that the whole of the Philippines had risen, 
all the Spaniards had been killed in Manila, and 
that the country was in the hands of the rebels. 
‘The rebels also stated that some Spanish gunboat 
had been captured. No further move was made 
by the rebels at Bolinao that day, owing to the 
absence of the rebel chief, a full-blood native, who 
was reported to be on his way to them. 
On the roth, the rebels seemed to be increasing 
there was no sign of any help from Man- 
ila, ‘The staff were still able to get food from the 
village, but a seivant who had gone out for 
firewood had not returned, ‘The rebels sent 
in Ktimatum, that they would attack the 
Station if arms were not delivered up, and that 
they would spare the soldiers’ lives if this was done. 
Some patleying went on after this, and on the 
receipt of a long letier from the rebels, one of the 
Company's staff went to them to uy and arrange 
matters, and brought back the news that the sut- 























was demanded, and that the Company’s staff lad 
permission to come and go whenever they liked. 
Tf these condi not fulfilled they ded 
carrying out the original plan of attacking the 
Station The corporal in charge, whom Mr. Pattie 
describes as a splendid fetlow, though only 21 
years of age, refused to surtender the prisoners at 
any price. No altack was made that night, 
though all precautions were taken at the Station 
to meet it, 














of the 11th, one of the Com- 
went to the rebel camp to saythat 
usual fortnightly steamer due the next day 
tL atrive, the corporal would surrender arms. 
While these ‘negotiations were proceeding Mr. 
Pattie noticed great commotion amongst the rebels 
and overheard one of the rebels say that a warship 
was in sight. There was, however, no sign of it 
from the Station, but it was cousidered probable, 
as the rebels had sentries at the mouth of the hai 
bour, whence they could see further, The native 
ciaft suddenly became very active, and the men 
al the Station concluded that they were either pre- 
paring to attack or to leave the place, 

‘At 2.40 p.m., a gunboat artived, much to the 
relief of all, and after landing 107 matines, the 
doors of the Station were once more opened, but 
heavy firing followed Letween the Station and the 
rebel camp, during which many of the rebels are 
said to have been killed, the Spaniards losing one 
soldier, The night passed quietly, 

Ou the rath, at 8.30 a m., a merchant steamer 
and a Spanish cruiser arrived at Bol with Mr. 
Jones, the Company’s Manila Superintendent, and 
Telegraph Operator Wright, on the former, 

On the 13th H.M.S. Edgar atrived at Bolina: 
and with (his and the teintorcements sent by the 
Spanish authorities, the position of the Station 
became quite safe. 
he General in command of the Spanish force 
which marched overland to Bulinao teported five 
engagements with tebels, who suffered heavy 
losses, The garrison and priests of neighbou 
villages had been killed, only six soldiers manag: 
ing to escape. In sume villages the gatrisons sur- 
tendered their arms on condition they would be 
allowed to go to the nearest friendly village. This 
the rebels agreed to, but after getting their arms 
soldiers were killed, this proving that the 
Bolinao garison was ouly. spared on account of 
the English staff being there. ‘The telegraph line 
fom Lingayen to within a few miles of Bulinao 
Station had been cut to pieces. 


















































LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 


ees 
(From rue “Janam Ties.” 


THE TRANSVAAL. 
RECALCITRANT ATTITUDE. 
London, March 16. 
There are strong indications that the 
Transvaal is prepared to profit by the 
British entanglements in Europe, and 
repudiate the suzerainty. President Kru- 
ger, speaking at the Volksraad, said the 
burghers must stand together; nobody 
knew what might happen. He had 
replied to Mr. Chamberlain’s despatch 





concerning the suzerainty. His reply 


“would show that we are a government,” 











ENGLAND'S ENTANGLEMENTS, 
MR. RITCHIE TAKES A HOPEFUL VIEW. 
London, March 17. 
At the banquet of the London Associat- 
ed Chambers of Commerce, Mr. Ritchie, 
President of the Board of Trade, admitted 
there was considerable ground for anxiety 
with regard to the foreign situation, but 
he believed all matters, both concerning 
China and West Africa, would be settled 
amicably. 


SPAIN ATTEMPTS RAPPROCHE- 
MENT. 

WAR, A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY: 
UNITED STATES CONTINUE TO 
PREPARE. 

Spain has made friendly representations 
to Washington, stating that war, consider- 
ing the circumstances, would be a crime 
against humanity. Meanwhile prepara- 

tions in the United States continue. 


RUSSIA AT PORT ARTHUR. 
STATEMENT IN PARLIAMENT. 
London, March 18. 
In the House of Commons, Mr. Curzon 
said that the Government had no know- 
ledge of any special privileges having been 
accorded to Russia at Port Arthur. 
THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 


TROOPS IN SPLENDID CONDITION: DER- 
VISHES ADVANCING. 

The Egyptian position at Atbara is 
considered impregnable. The Sirdar in- 
spected the whole army in battle array, 
the troops being in splendid condition. 
Meantime the Dervishes are advancing 
steadily northward in battle formation. 


THE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN 
THE BRITISH'AND RUSSIAN 
GOVERNMENTS. 

London, March 19, 

The Honorable George N. Curzon, 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, declares that Her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment has no inforfvation whatever as 
to whether China has granted any privi- 
leges to Russia in connexion with Port 
Arthur. ? 


SECRECY WITH REGARD TO THE 
FINDING OF THE “ MAINE” IN- 
QUIRY COMMITTEE. 

It was supposed that the finding of the 
Committee appointed to inquire into the 
blowing up of the war-ship Maine would 
have been published to-day, but President 





®! McKinley has decided that it shall be kept 


secret until the proper time arrives for 
making it known. 
SPAIN AND THE “ MAINE.” 

It has transpired semi-officially that 
Spain dissents from the statement that the 
destruction of the Maine was caused by 
an explosion outside the vessel. 

‘\HE FAR EASTERN CRISIS. 
CHINA ALLOWS RUSSIA’S CLAIMS, BUT 
STICKS TO PORT ARTHUR. 


London, March 20. 
China has offered the lease to Russia 
of Tailen. She allows the railway, pro- 
vided that Port Arthur remains Chinese. 
THE FRENCH DEMANDS. 
NEGOTIATIONS IN PARIS. 
Negotiations are proceeding at Paris 
between M. Hanotaux and the Chinese 
Minister regarding the fresh demand that 
China shall not cede any portion of the 
four provinces of Kwantung, Kwangsi, 








Yunnan, aud Kweichau, and allow the 
prolongation of the railway from Lung- 
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chau into Yunnan, and a coaling station at 
Laichan. 


CHINESE FOREIGN LOAN ISSUED. 


The Chinese Loan has been issued in 
London and Berlin. 


FUTURE ADDITIONS TO JAPAN’S 
NAVY. 


In the course of a naval debate in the 
House of Conmons, Mr. Goschen men- 
tioned that eight battleships and cruisers, 
and eight torpedo destroyers were being 
built in English dockyards for Japan, and 
two vessels for China. 

BRITISH INDIAN BUDGET. 
BiG DEFICIT. 
London, March at, 

The Indian Budget shows a deficit of 
five crores and Lwenty-eight lacs of rupees, 
the exchange being fixed at 15dg. The 
Secretary of State will draw sixteen mil- 
lions, borrowing six millions in England 
and three crores in India. 

THE CHINESE LOAN. 
LARGELY TAKEN UP IN BERLIN. 
London, March 22, 

The Chinese loan has been largely 
over-subscribed in Berlin. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT FOR 
IRELAND. 
SECOND READING PASSED. 

The Irish Local Government Bill has 
been read a second time in the House of 
Commons, 


(Received by the Fiji) 
RUSSIA ACQUIESCES IN KOREA'S DEMANDS. 
Séul, March 13. 

The Russian Government has acquixed 
in the Korean demand to disengage the 
Russian advisers in’ the service of the 
Korean Government. Russia therefore 
will recall Mr. Alexieff and the other 
gentlemen who are now making prepara- 
tions for their departure. ‘The Russian 
Government has intimated to the Korean 
Emperor not to send any ambassador, as 
he had desired to do, to specially acknow- 
ledge Russia’s kindness in despatching 
advisers to Korea, 

FRANCE APPLIES PRESSURE TO CHINA. 

Peking, March 17. 

France, following in the wake of Russia 
and Germany, has asked for the following 
concessions from China: 

‘To guarantee not to concede to any 
other Power the regions situated south of 
the Yangtsze. 

To lease to France as coaling depot 
Kwanchao Bay (?) in the vicinity of Lei- 
chow, Kwangtung Province. 














To concede the extension of railways 
to Yunnan-fu, 

To concede exclusively to France rights 
of working the mines situated along the 
railways. 

To leave the postal affairs of the dis- 
tricts traversed by the railways in the 
hands of Frenchmen. 

Tt was on the 13th inst. that the French 
Government formulated those claims, 
adding that a definite reply must be 
sent within eight days. 

England is strongly opposed to the 
French demands 

AN ELECTRIC TRAMWAY IN PEKIN 

Shanghai, March 17. 

A telegram just arrived says that the 
Chinese Government had decided to con- 
struct an electric tramway in Pekin, the 
contract being given to the Japanese 


Branch of the German firm Siemens cs 


Digit 








Halske. An engineer will be despatched 
by the Tokyo branch of Siemens and 
Halske to supervise the work. The 
electric tramway will run from the termi- 
nus of the Government Railway to the 
wall of Pekin. 
AMERICAN MISSIONARY ROBBED AND 
ASSAULTED. 
Shanghai, March 18. 
An American missionary in Chun-kiang 
has been robbed and assaulted and a 
Chinaman in his employ murdered. 
‘THE FRENCH DEMANDS. 
Pekin, March 19. 
The paragraph in the previous telegram 
as to the French demand, asking China's 
guarantee not to concede to any other 
power the regions situated south of the 
Yangtze, refers to the three provinces of 
Kwangtuug, Kwangsi, and Yunnan. 


FRANCE’S DEMANDS DIRECTED 
AGAINST ENGLAND. 
Peking, March 19, 6.30 p.m. 
With regard to the clause in the French 
Demands preferred to the Chinese Go- 
vernment which refers to the entrusting 
of postal business to French citizens, it 
appears that the reference is not merely 
to the postal business in Yunnan province, 
but to the postal business throughout the 
whole of the Chinese empire. The latter 
is now in the hands of Sir Robert Hart, 
and the purpose of France’s demand is to 
take it from him and place it under the 
management of Frenchmen. 


CHINA’S FOREIGN LOAN IN 
JEOPARDY. 
Appearances indicate that China’s For- 
eign Loan will not be floated. 
OFFICERS FOR PORT ARTHUR. 
Soul, March 20. 
A company comprising five Russian 
officers, one surgeon, and 24 marines is 
to start for Port Arthur within a week's 
time. 





MINISTER TO RUSSIA. 

Mr, Kim Keiro has been appointed 
Special Ambassador to Russia to thank 
her for her past favours, 

THE RUSSO-CHINESE NEGOTIATIONS. 

Pekin, March 21. 

Pekin has been selected as the /ocale of 
the Russo-Chinese negotiations, although 
it was rumoured that they would be con- 
ducted at St. Petersburg. Li Hung-chang 
and Chang Yinkwan have beeu appointed 
commissioners, 


PAYMENT TO THE RUSSIA DRILL- 
INSTRUCTORS. 
Séul, March 22. 
The sum of 33,000 yen to be paid to the 
Russian drill-instructors who are about to 
be disengaged was duly handed over yes- 
terday. 








DR, PHILIP JAISOHN. 

Dr. Philip Jaisohn, Adviser to the Privy 
Council, has decided to return to America, 
his adopted country, after receiving the 
salary due him for the remaining period 
of his term of engagement. 

GREAT BRITAIN'S RESOLVE. 

a. x Pekin, March 22. 

The British Government intimated 
tothe Chinese Authorities that the former 
is firmly resolved not to allow China to 
accede to the French demands, 

ISSUE OF THE CHINESE LOAN. 

A telegram has reached here stating 
that the Chinese loan was issued to-day, 
the list toybe closed to-morrow. 


oogle 








DOUBTS CONCERNING THE CHINESE LOAN. 
Peking, March 22. 
The latest intelligence that has reached 
the British Legation, the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank, and the Chinese Customs 
from London, states that owing to the oc- 
currence of a panic in economic circles a 
satisfactory result may not be achieved 
even if the Chinese loan be issued. The 
cause is attributed to the anti-Chinese 
movements of Russia and France. 


CHINA REJECTS THE FRENCH DEMANDS. 
China has absolutely rejected the de- 
mands lately preferred by France, and the 
French Representative has sent a massage 
tothe home Government to ask for further 
instructions, France will probably wait 
till the demands previously asked by 
Russia shall have been definitely settled. 
MAJOR SAITO. 
* Séul, March 23. 
Major Saito, Military Chamberlain to the 
Emperor, arrived here last night. 
THE SOUL POLICE BUREAU. 
Séul, March 23. 
Mr. Min Yéng Kwi has been appointed 
chief of the Police Bureau in place of Mr. 
Kim Chai Phung, who has been released 
from the post. 








SPECIAL TELEGRAMS. 


—--+-——_ 
THE “PATHAN” AFFAIR. 
MEMBERS OF THE CREW IN COURT. 


(FRoM ouR own CoRRESPONDENT). 


Kobe, March 22nd, 7. p.m. 

Five members of the crew of the steam- 
ship Pathan were charged in the British 
Consular Court this morning with assault- 
ing and wounding some Japanese at Moyi 
in the disturbance that occurred on that 
vessel while coaling in Moji harbonr re- 
cently, After hearing formal evidence, the 
Judge remanded the case until the ninth 
of April. 


SHIPPING DISASTER IN THE 
INLAND SEA. 


(From oun ows Cornssronpent ) 
Kobe, March 22. 
The Toyoshima Maru, while assisting a 
stranded vessel in the Inland Sea, struck 
a rock and had to be beached at Takamatsu, 
Her cargo consists of Korean rice. 











MAIL STEAMERS. 
ct + tae 


THE NEXT MAIL 1 















DUK 
Line, Steamer, Date. 
Hongkong 0, & 0.0. Su, Mar. 
Hongkong PLO Co. 
Hongkong PLM Co. 
Voneriew 0. & 0. Gu 





Hongkong 
Canada, & 








on the agid 
2 Left Honyk ny on the aoth in 
3 Left Hongkong on the agra 
4 Left San Frarcisco on the rat 












America, 
Europe, 





Kenest Simons 
Kobe Maru 
©, Rio J'neire 
Rohitla 











Hongkong 
Hongkong 
Hongkome 
Hongkong 
Canada, & 
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CHESS. 
—+—_+—___ 
All Cotmtunications to be to the Cums: Epiton, 





‘The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 
side. 

The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
alge Uchi-Saiwai-cho Itchome (next to the Tokyo 

nb). 


Souution ov Prosiem No. 361. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
1—R to B sq 1—P to B6ch 
2—K takes P 2—P to Ki sch 
3—K to K 3 mate 

i—Kio K 5 
2—R to K «qch 2—K io B 4 
3—Kt to R6 mate 

1—K to Kts 
2—Kt to R6ch 2a—Kw R4 


3—R to R sq mate 


Correct solutions received from W.H.S., Skak, 
and D.D. 


Prosurm No. 364. 
By V. Tuzar. 


ae 
iat ne ‘Eve 


ow aoe 
a ee. 





wai, 


White to play and mate in three moves. 


PROBLEM COUNTERFEITING. 
To rus Cusss Epiror or THe “ JaranMait.” 
Dear Sir,—The correspondents of the Canter- 


bury Times (quoted by you last week), who suggest 
that towney judges should require every com- 










Ms various stages 
d but little experi- 
tate their idea seems to 
ticable. In the palmy 
jays of Barbier, Healey, Meyer, etc., a problem 
tarely reached the stageat publication before hav- 
ing undergone two or three months’ private scrute 
iny at the hands of fellow composers, Barbier 
would spend six months over a position, the final 
aspect of which bore little resemblance to the ovi- 
ginal idea, How then, if work is to be as thorough 
as it was in those days, can a composer produce 
his problem in the vations stages of evolution? In 
my opinion the only detersent of dishonest prac: 
Id be to require each competitor to make 
ality, aud in the event of 























blances), pi 
forth from all respectable publications: 


Yours, ete. 
Tokyo, 22nd March, 1898, 


Gams, No. 373. 
A Brivctiant Finisn. 
TWO KNIGHTS’ DBFENCE, 


W.B.M. 











White—Hirschtield. Black—Kolisch. 
WHITE, BLACK. WHITE. — BLACK. 

rPK4 P Kq 20 P Kis P QBs 

2 Kt KB3KtQB3 jar P Ki K Ra(b) 

3BBs Ki Bz 22 Castles P Ba(c) 

4 Kt Kis P Qa 23 QKiz Kt K Bg 

5 PxP Kt QRg 24 PQs Bz 

6 B Kitsch P Bg 25 B Kg 

7 PxP PxP 26 P Kg! KixB 

8BKz2 PKR3 27 QxKit  KBPxP(d) 

g Kt KB3 P is 28 P Bs(e) P Ky 

ro Kt Ks 9 2s 29 PxP IR Ks 

1 P KB be 130 RO chil! KexR(f) 

12 R B-q 13" "6ch K Req 

13 P B3 a 32 OePch K Kesq 

14 Q R4 KtO-q 33 OxPch K Rez 

15 Kg BK 34 O Rsch K Ki2 

16 KtR3 BK3 35 OxPch K Bg 

17 OK By BxKt 30 O Ki6ch Kx Ke 

xB Castles(a) (37 Q K7ch R B3 
19 BR3° Kt Qg 


and White announced mate in six moves (g). 





ized by Go gle 


Notes from the Newcastle Chronicle, England. 

(a) All “book ” up to this point. 

(b) If 21—P to K6; 22—Castles Q Rt, P takes 

P ch; 23—R takes P, Kt inkes QB P; 24—Q to 
Kt 3, ete. 

(c) P to Bg to dislodge the Knight was the 
only move to avoid trouble here. 

(d) Ii 27—Q R to K sq; 28—Q to B 4. ete. 

(ce) The beginning of a very brilliant combina- 
tion, 

(f) If g0—Q takes R; 31—Kt takes 

32—P aes R, Kt takes Kt; 33— 

( takes Ry 34—P to KC 7, etc, j 

By 38—Q to Kt3 ch, K to Q 43 39—P to 

Bs, eee: 4o—Q to Ke 2 ran Q5; 
41—R to Q sq ch, K to K 4; 42—R to Q§ ch, 
kK to B53; 43—Q mates. 


» Riakes 
takes R, 


Yokouama Cuuss Cuus. 

h Pollack v. Friedlander stands now 
A well contested game was the fifth, 
Pollak won. We will publish it next 





The m: 
“four all. 
which Mr. 
week. 
‘The second round of the Championship ‘Tour- 
ney is to conclude on the 31-t instant, 
therefore be able to give the results 
day. Here isthe score of one of the games played, 
the only one available so far :— 
Game, No. 374. 
SICILIAN DEVENCE. 
White—Capt. Weilbach, Black. —Mr. Wriedia er 











WHITE, BLACK. WHITE, BLACK. 
1PKq P QBy 7 PxKt Kt oes 
2BBe Kr QB3 | 8 Kt K5 

3 Kt QB3 P K3 9 KxQP 

4KiB3 Ki B3 10 Kt iy Ons 
5PKs PQs ie K+ Q6 ch* ee 
6PQ3 Px 12KxBeh K Kz 


* Arash move. 


Position after Black’s 12th Move. 
BLACKS 





‘The position now closely resembles the one oc 
curting in that pretty catch we showed our readers 
in our issue of 27th November last, viz. :— 

IPKg P Kg 3B By Kegs 
2KtKB3 Kt Q83 | 4 KixP? "4! 


Now White had to lose the Knight or submit 
toa dangerous attack. The same applies to this 
game as will be seen :— 





1g Kt Kg xP 23 K Q2 xB ch 
14 Kt 3 R B6 ch a4 KR» g B6 ch 
isK Kz BB3 K Bz Kt Qjdisch 
16B By Ki Os ch K Keg 6 ch 
7 K 9 34 B Be a7 K Kia? B Boch 
B Kis 28 K R3 R3 ch 
Kt Boch [29 Kt Rs  OxKt ch 
” : Kt Kt8 d’ble | 30 K Kg Kq4 ch 
ak xPechfch | 31 Resigns 
22 K BS Qs ch 


The chess season in England is now at its 
height, As gathered from the home papers, a 
profusion of challenge-cups, handicap and othe: 
tournaments are in operation at the different 
clubs, and all these events are well attended, the 
xceeding twenty, even al the 

aches between, diflevent 

























though matches of filly a side or mor 
uncommon, ‘The services of expert players 
constant demand, and Teichmann, Black- 
burne, Gunsberg, etc., ate busy with simultaneous 
and blindfolded pet formances, lectures, and so on, 
The number of chess organizations already in, exe 
istence is amazing, yet wew clubs aie constantly 
springing up and they all thrive. The programme 
of the Ladies’ Chess Club includes about forty 
engagements, several being matches of fifteen o: 
ide. Lady Newnes is president and the 
vice-presidents include Lady ‘Thomas, Lady 
Waterlow, Mes, Atherley-Joues, Mus, Julyan, Mrs, 
L. W. Lewis, aud Miss Burrell, 

















"| Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875 





‘The match between Pillsbury and Showalter for 
the championship of the United States began on 
agth of Febmuary. Only one game was finished 
when the mail left, Showalter scoring a well- 
deserved win in sixty-one moves after six hours 
play. 















LATEST SHIPPING. 
oe 
ARRIVALS. 

Wakasa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,886, J. B. 
MacMillan, tgth Maich,—London and Antwerp 
via ports, 19th Jan, General—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

City of Peking, American steninets 3.128, hi T. 
Smith, 20th March,—San Francisco, 3:d Mar., 

d General.—P. M 

oly aa British steamer, 1,691. I’. H. Dobson, 
2oih March,—Hongkong via potts, Kobe, 19th 
Mach, Mails and General.—Dudwell Carlili & 

0. 

Terrier, Norwegian steamer, 1,008, W. Wilhel 
sen, 20th March,—Hongkong, roth M 
Sugar and Rice.—M. Raspe &.Co. 




















‘Ternick, 20th 
March,—Moji, 17th March, General —Mitsu 
Bishi Co, 

Kwanon Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,236, Z. Ya- 
stno, 20th March,—Kobe, 18th March, Gene- 
tal.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Gerda, German steamer, 2,052, Ehlers, 21st Mar., 
—Hamburg via ports, Hongkong, 12th Mach, 
General.—Simon Evers & Co. 

Sakura Muru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, N. Mume- 

» 21st March,—Kobe, 19th March, General. 
‘Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Fushiki Mar steamer, 1,109, J. Giese, 

seki, 18th March, Gene- 

Kaisha. 

Foo Chow, British steamer, 1,253, Blackl 2st 
March,—Takow, 14th March, Sugar,—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Shinagawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,001, K. 
Yamanouchi, 21st March,—Yakkaichi, 20th 
March, Geneval.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Riojun Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,010, A. E. 
Moses, 21st March,—Seatile Washington, 12th 

: al.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Benlomond, British steamer, 1,754. C. K. Me- 
Iutosh, 21st March,—London via ports, Kobe, 
2oth March, General.—Cornes & Co, 

Urd, Norwegian steamer, 1,968, Hansen, 21st 
March,—New York via ports, Kobe 2tst Mar, 

al—F.azas & Co. 

Glenshicl, British steamer, 2,204, R. D. Jones, 21 
March,—London via ports, Kole, zoth March, 
Genes al.—Jatdine, Matheson & Co. 

Chusan, Geravan steamer, 780, W. Wendl, ztst 




















































March,—Hongkong, General.—Simon Evers 
& Co. 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 871, N. Walter, 
21st Mar ‘obe, 20th March, General— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Rokura Mrau, Japanese steamer, 1,567. T. Higo, 
21st March,—Otarw via ports, 16th March, 


Genetal.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sunda, British steamer, 2,987, S. G. D. Andrews, 
dand Match,— London via ports and Kobe, zotn 
March, Mails and General.—P. & O.S-N. Co. 

Ernest Simons, French steamer, 2,260, Jourdan, 
23rd March.—Marseilles via ports, Kobe, zand 








March, Mails and Geneval—M, M. SS. Co. 
Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, Geo. 
A. Lee, 24th M Hongkong vid ports, 


Kote, 23:4 Marth, Mails and: General. —C. P. 
oO. 

Sarsiweps Maru, Japanese steamer, 866, K. No- 
beta, 24th March,-—VYokkaichi, 236d March, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Finsen Maru, Japavere steamer, 1,433, | 
jima, 24th March,—Otarn via ports, 
General. Nippon Yusen K: 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,645, Re Swain, 
2gth March,—Shanghai via ports, roth Mar., 
Mails as netal.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Otaru Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,507, ‘Tibballs, 

ayd Mach, General. - 












Naka- 
h Mar., 




















Loyal, Germs er, 1,237, Lore n, 26th 
Match,—Hongkong via’ Kobe, 12h March, 
General.—Browne & Co. 








DEPARTURES. 

Nagoya Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,758, P. Cot- 
tier, 19th March,—Otaru via ports, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Borneo, British steamer, 
20th March,—London via ports, 
General —P. & O. S.N. Co. 

E. B, Sutton, American ship, 1,939, A. L. Carver, 
2tst. March,—Royal Roads, Ballast.—T. 
Laffin. 


2,043, F. C. A. Lyon, 
Mails and 











33° 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[March 26. 1898. 








Dardanus, Biitish steamer, 2,846, Thos. M. Gre 
gory, 21st March,—London via ports, General. 
Butterfield and Swire. 

Oanfa, British steamer, 1,970, J, A. Davies, 2rst 
Mai Moji via Kobe, General—W. M 
Strachan & Co. 

Olympia, British steamer. 1,691, T+ UH. Dobson, 
2tst March,—Victria and ‘Tacoma, Wash., 
Mails and General.—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 

City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T. 

Hongkong via ports, 











h 
Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co, 

Benaider, British steamer, 1,958) James Potter, 
gand March,—New York via ports and Suez 


Canal, General.—Cornes & Co. 
Rosetta, British steamer, 2,039, E. B. Bishop, 22nd 
Hongkong via Kobe and Nagasaki, 

1.—P, & O. S.N. Co 

fe steamer, 875, ick, 24st 

Jarch,—Moji, Ballast, Mitsu Bishi Co. 

Nord, Norwegian steamer, 767, Ball, 22nd Marcl:, 
—Kobe, General.—M. Raspe & Co. 

Kwanon Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,236, Z. Yasu- 
no, 220d March,—Kobe, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, 

Nagato Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,148, S. Tsuj 
aged March,—Shi geal via ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sakura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, N. Ume- 
zono, 231d Narch,—Otaru via ports, General. 

pon Yusen Kaisha, 




























Fushiki Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,109, J. Giese, 
23rd March,—Shimonoseki, Genes al.—Nippon 





Yusen Kaisha, 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 881, H. Walter, 
23rd March, —Kobr, General.—Nippen Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3.003, Geo. A 
Lee, 24th March,—Vancouver, BC., Mails aud 
General.—C. P.R.Co, 

Gerda, German steamer, 2,052, Ehlers, 25th Mar., 
—Havre and Hamburg via’ ports, General— 

on Evers & Co. 











PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per Japanese steamer Wakasa Maru, 
te:—Mr. C. H. Brown, Mr. J. 
Hirado, Mr, and Mrs, Crawford, Mr. F, Young 
Me. H. Cazas, and Me. G. Bequiet, in cabin; 
id Mis. Inouye, Mr, B. J. K. Palmer, Mr, 
Kobina, Mr. ¥. Ogasawara, and Mrs. Young and 
child, in second class; 7 Japanese, and 2 Chinese, 
in steerage, 


from 














from San 
pin, For 
Fin Naga 






steamer City of Peking 
Louis Eppinger, in 
yeabin. 








in cabin, For Hongkong :—Cor 
and Me. A. G. Center, in cabin, 

Per British steamer’ Olympia, from Hongkong 
and ports :—Mr. F. Kiene, Ms. W, 


Wess Festetics, 





cabir 
Per British steamer Sunda, from London via 
ports:—Mr. P. Crowle, Count’ Von Leyden, and 
nd Mis. St. Kynsey and maid, in cabin, 
Per Frevch steamer Evnest Simons, from Mar 
seilles via ports —Mr. S. Kezaka, Mr. C. Kokea- 
yama, Mr. K. Yokoyama, Me. KX. Adachi, Mv. 
and Mrs, S. Keibedz and 4 children, Mr. Kochibe, 
Mr, Nicholas Makunine, Me. Kwong Youg Chow, 
Mr. Rydzewski, Mr. Belaid, Mr. Jolin McArthur, 
Me. and Mis, H. B. Collins, Me. Yaji Wada, Mr. 
Mr, Emile Levy, Mr. E. Boikny, Miss 
Mr. E. Heinlein, and Mi. Denys 


a 
























Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, from 
Hongkong via port. 





Mes, 


















uji,| E 


Hemanugs, Mis. | Rope 





in second class; 520 Chinese and 1 
d 47 Japanese and 1 ainah, Asiatic steer 


age. 
Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, from Shang- 





hai via ports:—Capt. H. J. Carew, and Mr. G, 
Stuart, in cabin; Mr, and Mrs, 
child, Mis, ‘f. Miuca, Mis. At 
da, and Mr, Ko Loo Dong, in second class ; 69 itt 


steerage. 






“EPARTED, 

Per British steamer Borneo, for London and 
ports :—Mrs. Dare and 3 sons, Captain Trotman, 
M:, L. Woodbridge, Me. H. M. Arnould, Mr. A 
H. Dare, Mr. A. W. Teale, and Me. C. Bell, iw 
cabi 

Per British steamer Olympia, for Victoria and 
Tacoma, Wash.:—Rev. and Mis, Carl Cremias- 
sen and 3 children, Miss ME Ward, Mr. Joe. 
Thebaud, Me, J.'W. Rayner, and Mr, Franke 























McK. in ca 

Per ‘an steamer City of Peking, for 
Hongkong via ports:—Mrs. Sargent, Mes. Kuhn, 
Mi. FE. R. Daniel, Mr. H. M. Bevis, Mr. J. Gug- 





Mr. W.T. Mills, Mr. E. L. Conan, Mrs. 
Conan, Mr. M. Denigny, Mr. Henry Rides, 
Mr. R. H. Swayne, Mes, RH. Swayne, Mes. E. 
W. Shattuck, and Mr, B. Coghill Jackson 















sh steamer Rosetta, for Hongkong via 
Me. 





Me, A. Kaha, and Master G. Kuh 
5 Chinese, in steerage. 

Per B.itlsh steamer Empress of Fapan. for 
Vancouver, BC.:—Mr, H. 1. Baggallay, Mrs. H, 
L. Baggallay child and amah, Me. LV. Belland 
valet, Mrs. L. V. Bell, Di. H. Blackburn, Me, Ey 
W. Blodgett, Me. W. Braune, Mv. Caldwell, Mrs 
Caldwell and 3 childven, Di, Causland. Mis. 
Causland and 2 children, Mr. J. Carmegie-Cheales, 
Mr. S. Clark, Me J. R. Denison, Mr, Arthur 
Dewhurst, Mr. W. H, Dexon and valet, Miss I€ 
N, Uleeson, Bishop C. D. Foss, Mr. G. D. Freeth, 
Mi, S. Y. French, Mes. W. H. Fuiness, Mr, Gill, 
Mrs. Gill, Mr, Albert Graff, Rev. Joo. H. Gou 
cher, D.D., Mr G. W. Grant, Mr. F.C. Heffer, 
Mis, F.C. Heffer, Mr. 1 maun, Mr, Nigel 
Holmes, Mr.’ T. Howard, Mc. S. Ishikawa, 
Mes. J. Jacobson, Mr, Wallace M. Jo 
valet, Mr. O. A. Jones, Mes. O. A 
Kemp and 3. childtew, Mr. ¥. Kushibite, 
Gerard A, Lowther, Capt. Luxmoo Mes, Luxe 
moore, Mt. F. Paget, Mis. Pakenham, Mi, W. 
Palmer, Mi. N. M. Pond, Mr. R. Post, Me. 
Melton Priot, Mr. J. Richmond, Miss Rol 
M,C. E. Samuels, Mis. A. K. Scott, Miss Scout, 
Mi fi Selles, Mr. ‘Thos, E. Smith, Me. G. 
Stoving, Me. C. J. Steome, Mr. H. Uyeki, Me. R. 
Uyematsu, Mrs. T. Wilson, Mr. Windeler, Mes, 












































Me] Wisdeler, Mc, Cail Wutgenstein, and Miss Dr. 


L. J. Wyckoff, in cabin, 

Per Japanese steamer Vagato Maru, lor Shang: 
hat via ports:—Capt. C. Tamar (1 
Capt. K. Matsumoto, Chief Surgeon 
CLJ-N.), Me. K. Kuroda, aud Mr. J. 
calin; Mis. ¥. Ogata, in second class; 
nese, avd 2 European, in steerage. 









CARGO. 
The following are the shipments of Tea and 
Silk, per British steamer Olympia, for Victoria, 
B.C., and Tacoma, Wash 
TEA. 





ANH PACK® 
mast, Aon. 
40 100 



















Mr. D. R. Pocchagi, Mr. Kwong Ab Moon, | Vptcot i = 

Me. G. L. Blashici, Mr, Holliday, M | Colombo = as 
P. MacEwen and child, Mrs, Ho 2 one eee 
Baikelt, Mr. A. F. Chamot, Me. L. M.-F, Grant, Total .. ee 
Mr, and Mrs. Horne, Mr, PG. Fielder, Mis, SILK. vera. 
Ramsay and 2 childien, Mr. S. T. French, My BAWIRES  RARTRORDL: So nsuas 
G. Count: Wydenbrncl, M Hongkong: B 

by, Me. HM. Bevis, 

Mr. AL EL Dar Votal 





T. 'B. Pocklington, in 2 
Kok Won, Me. A. F. Chanot’s servant and M 
Geo, Hay, in second clase. In Transit:—Mv. J. 
Richmond, Me. W. H. Dixon and valet, Mr. C. 
E. Samuels, Dr. Blackburn, Mes, and Miss Scot, 





Mrs. and ‘Master Gull, Miss Robinson, Miss 
Fleeson, Mr. EW. Blodgeit, Mos. T. Wilson, 
Mr. and Mes. Consland and 2 childven, Mrs. 


Pakenham, Miss De. L. J. Wyckoff, Rev. & Mrs. 
Caldwell aud 3 childees, Me. aud Mrs. F.C. 
Heffer, Miss \W. H. i T. B.S 
Mr. J. Selies, N 

Mr. We Bianne, 
Shing, Me, Piate 











Ch 
id Mi, 








Mr, Syn 





nds, 





Digitized by Go gle 

















LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
Sasa Ee 
IMPORTS 

‘A few sales of yarns have heen made during the 
week, but the market is very quiet. For grey 
shictings there is no enquiry whatever and next to 
nothing is doing in fancy cottons aud waollens, 
Stacks ave far larger than tequired and a quantity 
of goods ordered remain on hand, buyers being 
rither unable or uewilling to pay take de- 
livery. 














Pp 


COPLOD PECK GOODS. 


# $255 toa 85 
2,80 to 3.35 















95 t0 2.90 
200 t3 3.75 
0 18} to 0.35 


tw 0.50 
to 0.40 


to o.3at 
tw oa7h 
twuaa 
to 0.50 


10075 
1 0.85 


tae S14 56 
Union, 54 $5 inches .. 
Wankete—Seai gto sth, 

rer i 











Velvets—Islack, 35 yards, a2 
Victoria Lawun, 12 ya 

FurkeyReds—z.0to 2.41h, 24/25 yards, 
joinches 


7-75 to 9.90 
075 t 1.00 









1.50 to + 70 





175 te ato 


2.40 to 2.70 









edds—4.8 Lo 5Th, 24/25 ya 
QAR coe cet anc onsnne on Soule 3.50 
PTO Va van ene 
+ $3850 to 39.50 
41.00 to 43 00 
44.00 to 45.00 
46.00 to 48.00 
5175 to 54.50 
6100 to 62.00 
75.0010 77.00 
99.00 to 100 00 
7200 to 7900 
89.00 to 95.00 
112,00 to 124.00 
RAW COTTON. 
American Middling 
Indian Istoach. 
Chinese... 


ran Pict. 
$20.19 to 20.80 
+ 20.50 to 21-00 
. 21 toarso 








‘The market generally is very dull. 
arcivals—pacticularly of sheet iran, 
bars—continue, and dealers ave in many cases une 
able to take delivery of their orders. Before the 
accumulated stock can be much teduced consider= 
able reductions will have to be made from ci 
quotations. Pig iron has already fallen toa 
imum of §2.10 per picul. ‘There 
d for nails, but no adv 

























st be expected in view of large shipments now 
on the way out. 





4-20 
+420 10 4.50 
$10 to 5.20 
8.30 to 10.00 
950 to 6.10 
“590 0 600 

2.05 to 210 
$00 to 5.25 


ave § inch. and upward.3.95 to 
ssorted.., 










Fig ay 

Toop Iron (§ to 1 inch). 

ROSIE, 

Business is very dull and the recent advance in 
prices has scarcely been mamtained. About 
§0,000 caves Russian have heen placed since the 
Trth instant, ports since 1st January, 
amount lo 537,618 cases American, 430,993 cases 
Russian, and 78,859 cases Langkat. 

Ametican 

Rw 

Langkeat 








$2 00 to 7.07 
4.95 to 2.05 
= 18s 








s 
‘There have been con 





A 
erable arrivals of Brown, 


including some 11,800 piculs China and Manila, 
Sales since the trait 





and 23.500 piculs Farmasa, 
inst, amount to 9,880 p 
19,500 piculs bor! 
about 5 sen per pi The stock of Manila is 
cleared out, There has Leen very little done in 
White tefined and prices remain unchanged. 








44.10 to 4.20 
47S to £50 
3 85 to 3 90 
4.70 10 4 65 
6.50 to 7.00 
7°35 "8 9.00 


Brown Vakao . 
Brown Manila 
Brown Daitong 
Brown Canton 
White Java and Penang .. 
White Relined 


























EXPORTS. 

RAW SILK. 
There has been next to no dethand during the 
past week and sales only amou about 60 
piculs and quotations are purely nominal. Stock 


is estimated at about 5,500 piculs, or about 1,000 
piculs less than at the same date last season. The 
Olympia shipped 150 bales and the Empress of 
Fapan 216 bales for America. 














overarions. 
Filatures—Matea grr, volta den, «Nominal 
Lf wres— Eats 5.1416 den Bo30 to ow 
No. ts 1003 deniern 920 to 930 
NO 1305, Hale 880 to Bgo 
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latures—No. Ys tolig deniers. 


900 tooo 
3N4, 04/t7 de 
de 


850 to B60 
850 to B60 
820 to 830 
890 to 900 
820 to 830 
800 to 810 
780 to 760 











' 
14/18 deniers 
Re-reele—No. 3, 14/20 denier 
kK. 840 to 850 
820 to 830 
790 to Boo 
760 to 770 


WASTE SILK, 

Nothing is doing in waste silk, the quality of 
tha stock being too poor, but some better cargo 
is expected from the interior next month. Pre- 
sent stock is estimated at 4.210 piculs. The Ro 
setta took 423 bales for Europe. Quotations are 
nominal. 











QUOTATIONS. 
Noshi—Filature, Best 
Noshi—Filature, Good 






Bushu, Fair... 


TEA. 

Sales anly amount to about 250 piculs, at prices 
ranging from 26 to 32 yen per picul. There 
have been next to no arrivals and the remaining 
stock consists of only 600 piculs, mostly of poor 
quality. The Gaels took 7,360 Ibs. for America 
and the Rosetta 4,664 Ibs, for Europe. Total settle- 
ments for the season to date amount to 215,009 
piculs, 


quoration! 


Nominal, 


gts 
al 


at to 20 
19 te 20 





EXCHANGE, 


No change in tates to day with London silver 
and China sterling quotations unaltered. 





Steiling —Bank 







- Private 4 month 

6 month: 
tw—Bank sight, 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ aight. 2.59 

ee demand, 48ftog 
onthe’ sight... 503 

fi sight 

— Private 4 month 

On Hongkong —Bank sight 

P 















‘+-—~ WATERING 
> APPARATUS 


Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
| ‘and Street Washers. 


Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘Apparatus. 
} Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast- 
Iron Cocks and Valves. 


E. GUESHIER, E.C.P., 


Engineor and Cook Mnfr., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 


Hiydropathic and Massage Appara 
tus supplied to the Viohy” Co. 
‘Vapour Baths (Berthe system). 








Apply to Bores & Co,, nts for 
M. Orranseimer & Co., PARIS. 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


RED 
UGH 
NDS 


Itching, scaly, bleeding palms, shapeless nails, 
and painful finger ends, pimples, blackheads, 
oily, mothy skin, dry, thin, and falling hair, itch- 
ing, scaly scalps, all yield quickly to warm baths 
with Curicura Soap, and gentle anointings with Cu- 
micura (ointment), greatest of emollient skin cures, 


(iticura 


Is sold throughout the world. British depot: F. Newnery & 
Sons, London. Porrer 1), anp C. Corp., Sole Props., Boston, 
U.S. A. Q$* How to Produce Soft White Hands,” post free. 


ITCHING HUMOURS co¥ictity Sistas, 








331 








MILKMAIN 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
@ water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
m4 the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 














A. BNA & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Twe OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2,600 Chocolate Factories jtted up to 
January 1st, 1896, 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing Inks, toilet 
soap, perfumery, ‘and chemicals. 


MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


) Address Messrs. C. ROHDE & Co., 


YOKOHAMA. 















November 21st, 1896. 
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ate ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


/ aotaeiiaes Castings, AOLINE.. 


PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 








Trade Mark on 





st “Most Refreshing.” 

“SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” Meee a Danrelounny REvNie ctl 
ORNAMENTAL ONS TRUTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 

VRRANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADKS, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, A true natural perfume 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. Not a Chemical ee rere 
ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, “AOLINE™ pEnrume, «3iost Retreshing.” 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THX DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS. “AOLINE” toner soar 
RARER A, Ie for the Complexion, 


MACFARLANE'’S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY.| “AOLINE™ Toier PowDER imparts o 


Actightfal bloom to the complexion, 





TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, SE UNE SACHETS. Deligute ne esi 
——————— “AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Softening and 


Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. beantifying for the eomplexion, 
Of ail Chet 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland, | «as snunted uc: 










“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Seent.”—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor’ 


January rst, 1898. ly. 












eae EEE] The Physician's Oure 

y for Gout, Rheumatic 

Gout and Gravel; the 

safest and most gentle 

- ms Medicine for Infants, 

he Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach,  Onildren, Delicate Fe- 

Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, ™#les, and the Sic» 
Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnaney. 


=~ \ 1 





















19th 1897. 9 
| 
{ 








BUYERS’ GUIDE 


ISSUED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


LEA & p E R R i NJ S MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
Chicago, U.S.A. 


ISTHE MOST COMPLETE INTHE WORLD 


N.B.—ASK_ FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. _ 














OBSERVE THAT THE ° 
SIGNATURE 
18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK Montgomery Ward & Co., 
DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 111 t0120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U. S.A. 
OUTSIDE WRAPPER é 
of every Bottle of the “|THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, } 
Worcester ; | 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
and Export Oilmen generally. | E 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitatep 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
puritycan be maintained by the use of these Pills, 


os; ‘Sim Samuse Bart rk entitled + i ri 
=, ule ee Sail a Ny oe 
the 


ie ee | aa ga ns 3 inform at] wae'a Doctors un 
Cheapest for Beef Tea and Kiichen Use. F av 


medicines at the service of th 
LIEBIG 


GOMPANY’S EXTRACT. 








May 8th, 1897. 





in bis wor 















fqantity of Holloway's’Pi z 
plorer, a8, possessing un ble purgative propert 
Greate an’ undeniable elfect upon the pati 

them of their value,"* Bsc peace ela) 





ies, th 
satistes 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 


wantin 
ave’ come to the people, abd retGing 
les and, in consequence, milk,fowla, 

until at last’a teat 
worth soul and/any quantity ofpess, 
the small remaining “stock. rer lige Sete 

Sold by all Chemiate 

World 





Always look for the BLUE SIGNATURE, 
There are many imitations whieh have 
not the same flavour and are not so 





Medicine Vendors throughout the 
‘May vst, wigs. 














The Hapan Weekly Mail: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 








No. 





14.J 


YOKOHAMA, APRIL 2np, 


1898. 


eee Gee Vor. XXIX. 













Korea's Reply tor. 
Reception and Ball =t the 
A Director of the Bank 





Foreign Patents 
Closing of the ta 


Bel aged ult,, two gend 


‘or respondence: 
Lore of the Se 
Hel 


ipping 
Vatest Commerci 


The Sayan Weekly Wait, 














“ PAISCH QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!” 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the * JAPAN 
Waekty Matt’? must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. 

Tt is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the Mawacer, and Cheques be made 
payable to same; and that literary contributions be 
addressed to the ED1roR. 














Yonouama: 


Sarurpay, Aeait. 2np, 1898. 











BIRTHS. 
On the 281h March, at Nu. 3, Division Street, 
Kobe, the wife of J. W. FRANKLIN, of a Son, 


On the 3tst March, at No. 2gt-a Bluff, the 
Wile of H. Brust, of a S 


DEATHS. 
March 3141, 1898, at No. 101, Buff, Woonsine, 
Hien, te beloved wife of Edward James Moss. 


At Yokohama, on the 3tst March, Faxpen' 
Josrrn, second ‘son of H. Collins, aged 28 year 
























SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Lorp Satispury has left England for the Ri- 
viera, 
Tue British squadron bas left Hongkong for 
the North, 
Oxrorp hi 
twelve leng 
Tue Spring Fine Art Exhibition at Uyeno Park 
was opened on rst April. 








won the University boat race by 








Mr. Gtapstonx is very ill and his recovery re- 
garded by the doctors as hopeless, 


Tur Zimes counsels a powerful British naval 
demonstration in the Gulf of Petchili, 


Tue special iwelfth session of the Imperial Diet 
will be convened about the 16th May. 





vated | 


Wire a view to enconraging onraging fr ne 
among Ministers @i(Srae,DYi “ny ide 1s, 


S| 27th ult, 





other high officials, a new Club is to be formed 
in Tokyo, to be called the Shako. 


Baron Morioka Masafumi, a Director of the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, died in Tokyo on the 








Mr. Inouye Katsunosuke, the new Minister to 
Germany, left for his post by the French mail 
on the 3oth ult, }§5——— 

Tue laying of telephone wires between Tokyo 
and Osaka is to be commenced about the 
middle of April. 





Tur circulation of one yen silver pieces ceased 
at the end of last month, The exchange of 
silver yen for gold ia therefore brisk. 


In a skirmish between gendarmes and insur- 
gents in Taichiu prefecture, Formosa, on the 
were killed, 








Tur Osaka Copper Factory has secured an 
order from Korea for the coinage of subsidiary 
silver pieces to the value of yen 100,000. 


A mussaGe from Peking states that the Chin- 





n the 8th May next, 


Tux Tokyo Punch, which has hitherto uppeared 





9 twice a month, will herea'ter be published as a 


daily paper under the title of the Maicho Shim- 
bun. = 

AccorpING toa telegram from Séul, Mr. Alexieff, 
Russian Adviser to Korea, is coming to Japan 
in the capacity of adviser to the Russian Lega- 
tion in Tokyo, 
Two more fires occured in Tokyo, on Tuesday 
In the first 21 houses were destroyed and in 
the other fire, in Minato cho, Kyobashi, ten 
houses were burnt down, 


Tur Court martial which tied Capt. Uryu 
the foundered cruiser Fuso, has found him 
sponsible for the casuality and sentenced him 
to three months’ imprisement, 






of 


A strike of employés of the Tokyo Tramway 
Company was started a few days ago, but was 
nipped in the bud by the discharge of the fi 
leaders and a tise of wages all round, 





CHINA has granted to Russia a lease of Port 
Arthur and Talienwan, for 25 years, also rights 
of way for her railway. ‘The two ports have 
been occupied by Russian troops and the Rus- 
sian flag hoisted. 





Amonc the supplementary Budgets of the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Commerce is one 
for the encouragement of the fishing industry in 
foreign seas, the amount of the subsidy for 
which is estimated at yen 64,000. 


Tue Report of the United States commission 
attributes the AMfaine explosion to external 
causes, apparently a submarine mine, bat does 
not fix the responsibility. The Spanish report 
states the explosion was internal 

















Tue Washington Government has decided to 
inform Spain that the conditions of misery and 
starvation in Cuba have become intolerable, and 
that hostiliti the island mast cease, The 
war preparations In the United States continue, 
and the scare is unprecedented. 











‘Tue latest telegrams regarding Spain and the 
United States are to the effect that the former 
refuses to make concessions in Cuba and that 
there is a strong war feeling in America. Sev. 
tal resolutions have been htesented to Congress, 
demanding interven 


ie 














the sale of War Bonds, which wa: 





ese Government is preparing to pay off the in-|- 
48 | demnity due to Japan 


in the Bank of Engtand, has been withdrawn 
since the close of last year, and at the end of 
February last only yes 2,000,000 remained on 
deposit. This sum was withdrawn the other day. 





A vary sad affair cccurred in Yokohama on the 
3i1stult, when a well known resident of Kobe, 
Fred. J. Collins, fatally shot himself in the Gene- 
rally Cemetery, An inquest was held at H.B M.'s 
Consulate on Friday when a verdict of suicide 
while in an unsound state of mind, was re- 
turned. 














Mr. Matunine, the newly appointed Russian 
Chargé d'Affaires to Korea, arrived at Yo! 
hama on the evening of the 23rd ult. by the 
French steamer Arnest Simon, and after pro- 
ceeding to Tokyo, where he stayed a few days 
with Baron Rosen, the Russian Minister to 
Japan, left for Kore: 












Tue Department of Communications is making 
preparations for the establishment of harbour 
offices in Yokohama, Kobe and Nagasaki. T! 
Tressury has decided to sanction th 
expenditure, and the establishmen 










into force soon after the termit 
forthcoming session of the Diet. 


Ow the 28th ult. Marquis Ito celebrated the 
marriage of his adopted son, Ito Yukichi, by a 
grand enterteiument at his official residence. 
Their Imperial Highnesses Prince and Pri 
cess Arisugawa and the members of the Corps 
Diplomatique were among the guesis, who 
numbered some five hundred, 











Tue Authorities have sanctioned the expendi- 
ture for the constructing of railways in Hokkai- 
do, Mr. Tanabe, Chtef of the Railway Bureau 
in the Island, who is now In the capital, has 
wired instructions for the commencement of the 
undertaking. The work on aeveral sections of 
the Tokuchi Kitami and other lines will be 
offered for tender. 











Marquts Io gave a banquet on Friday e 
the 25th inst. at his official residence to t 
presentatives of Russia, France. China, Aust 
the Netherlands, Poi ugal, and Spain, Among 
the guests were also Baron Ito, Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce ; Viscount Kutsura, 
Minister of War and many other h officials. 















Tux Japanese warship dkifsushima, while on 


her voyage to the Bonin Island (Ogasawarajima) 
in seatch of the missing steamer Zainan Marw 
found upon one island uine shipwrecked men 
of the Zokuvef Maru, who landed one the 27th 
January, and six men of the wrecked steamer 
Kole’ Maru, who ianded on the 2nd Februayy, 
The.Adi/sushima brought them allo Yokosuka, 








2 Import market in Yokohama is about 
as dull and lifeless as it can ve. Whether we 
look to cotton piece goods, woollens, yarns, or 
metals, we find the same thing—stocks accu- 
mulating, orders not taken up and general 
stagnancy. In such lines as sugar and kerosene 
there is generally some business going on to 
meet immediate demands, and such is the con- 
dition at present. The only import which 
appears to be flourishing is that of rice, and of 
this large shipments continue to arrive from 
Tongking, Saigon, and Chins, with the result 
that quotations have slightly fallen, The Expoit 
market is algo very quiet, a very ainall business 
only having been done in raw silk, for America, 
and nothing whatever in waste silk, while trana- 

















actions in tea are ing fewer and faither 
between, A fair business has been done in 
secondary exports, such as silk handkerchiefs 








E greater portion of yen 43,000 000, realized [anitjipieté; goods, matting, copper, etc., but 
posited trade generally 





ar fromeflourishing. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 


ge 

During 1896 and 1897 the Treasury brought 
over from London large quantities of gold, the 
proceeds of the Indemnity and of the sale of war 
bonds. Hence, although the balance of trade 
was against Japan, there was no appearance of 
any ontflow of the precious metal, But that 
abnormal soucee of supply having now come to 
an end, the Customs returns show an exodus of 
gold aggregating over 21 million ye from 
October to the end of February, and the gold 
reserve of the Bank of Japan, which stood in 
the neighourhood of 100 million yen before th 
drain commenced, has now been reduced to 80 
millions, The %ij7 Shimpo, recounting these 
facts, says (hat they stem to cause considerable 
uneasiness, but that if the true functions of a 
reserve be considered, no one need feel per- 
turbed. The ideathata mere hoard of precious 
metal adds to the wealth of a country has long 
been exploded. A gold reserve has only one 
legitimate object, namely, to secure the con- 
vertible motes circulating in the country. 
There is some difference of opinion as to the 
proper ratio that the reserve should bear to the 
volume of the paper currency, but one to three 
seems to be the figure endorsed by the most 
eminent economists, In France the reserve is 
83 per cent. of the paper Germany 84, and 
in Russia.132; but Russia's case is altogether 
exceptional. Japan's reserve is now 44 per 
cent. of her convertible notes, so that there is 
still a considerable margin of surplus, and even 
if the reserve fell to 60 millions there would be 
no cause for uneasiness, As to the danger of 
excessive imports, concerning which so many 
writers disquiet themselves at present, it is a 
matter with which politicians and financiers 
have no business to meddle. * Should it be found 
that the gold reserve threatens to dwindle below 
the limits of safety in regard to the volume of 
convertible notes, then the simple plan is to re- 
duce the latter by raising the rate of interest at 
the Bank of Japan. So long as the true fu 
tion of a hard-money reserve is kept clearly in 
view, the public will not fall into unreasoning 
alarm about its dimensions. 
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The old cry for a strong Cabinet is raised 
again by the Mippon, That the present 
Ministry is strong in one sense does not 
appear ts be denied, but the Méppon's con- 





tention is that, in a country where con. 
stitutional institutions exist, no Cabinet can 
he called “strong” unless it has the sup- 
port of a majority of the people's repre- 


seutatives, The trouble with Japanese Cabinets 
now-a-days is that they are neither one thing 
nor the other, They are like houses built upon 
the sand: every political storm overturns them. 
They ate not’clan Cabinets and they are not 
party Cabinets. For administrative purposes they 
rely on clan influence ; for legislative, on party 
support. Marquis Ito has always been regard- 
ed as a prominent opponent of party Cabinets, 
yet he found it necessary when he was last in 
office to join hands with the Liberals and to 
take their leader into the Ministry, After that 
it onght to have been perfectly clear that politi- 
cal parties cou'd no longer be treated like pup- 
pets, to be set dancing or laid aside at the heck 
of the Ministry, The general elections are 
how over, and it rests with Marquis Ito and hi 
colleagues lo determine whether the State shall 
have a strong Cabinet; a Cabinet competent to 
deal with tue large problems, domestic aud fo 
reign, demanding immediate attention, Alli 
anc's founded on mere sentiment are of no 
use, If the Government wants the suppait of 
a party, it must identify itself clearly with the 
latter, not merely by com aring platforms, but 
by ad the party’s leaders (o official ranks. 
So long as Japanese Cabinets continues to 
librate between party and clan, they can never 
be really strong. 
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There is a feeling in Japan that owing to the 
quiescent attitnde of the Foreign Office the 
country has fallen ontside the circle of the 
Powers controlling the destinies eye 


East, The Chuo Shimbun undertakes to prove 
that such can not possibly be the case. Iv 
point of faci the balance of power is with 
Japan. The two giants in the Orient are Eng- 
land and Russia, and Japan's alliance would 
ensure the victory to either of them, Indeed, 
if either of them were assured of that alliance, 
the other must submit without an appeal to 
force, The arguments adduced by the Cho 
in support of this view are already very familar. 
They may be summed up in the statements 
that England, strong as she is at sea, could not 
oppose Russia’s advance on land without the 
aid of the Japanese army, and that Russia, even 
if allied with Germany and France against Eng- 
land, would be cripped for supplies of all kinds 
and for dockyards unless Japan were with her. 
The value of a Japanese alliance to England 
becomes doubly apparent when we reflect that, 
in the event of a Russian move against India, 
Japan could easily lend a hundred thousand 
men for the defence of the British frontier. The 
Chuo elaborates these points at some length, 
but does not advance any new considerations, 


ate 


The Xokumin Shimbun urges the necessity 
of large reforms in the railway system of Japan, 
The railways, as at present organized and 
managed, do not confer anything like a maxi- 
mum of benefit on the public or bring a maxi- 
mum of profit to the shareholders. They have 
been introduced from abroad without any dis- 
criminating attempt to adapt them to the condi 
tions of the country, and their management 
abounds with defects. Passenger traffic seems 
lo be the prime object, yet the provisions made 
for the comfort of passengers and for their quick 
transport are most imperfect, and the method of 
handling their baggage is slow and vexation 
Immense improvements are needed in these 
directions, As for goods trafic, which is at 
least as important as the carrying of passengers, 
sometimes even more important, nothing could 
be worse than its condition, Not only have 
facilities for the collection and distribution of 
goods been neglected in choosing terminal 
points for railways, but little or no attempt has 
been made to tap the traffic of the intermediate 
regions, and such delays and difficulties have to 
be encounted by senders of freight that the ad- 
vantages of railway carriage become a vanishi 
quantity, The Kokumin appears to think that 
one prominent cause of failure is the employ- 
ment of incompetent staffs, the railway directors 
allowing themselves to be betrayed into the false 
economy of cutting down wages so that good 


men do not care to seek their employment. 


The Nichi Nichi Shimbun has an article 
which, though couched in somewhat ambiguous 
terms, seems intended to convey the meaning 
that the Liberals and the National Unionists 
will be the allies of the present Cabinet. That 
information is furnished in a vicarious kind of 
fashion. Our contemporary notes the dis- 
crepancies that exist in the various estimates 
as to the strength of political parties, even when 
the estimates are made by impartial calculators, 
and the uncertainty that is displayed in many 
ses with regard to the political complexion of 
individuals. But every one appears to be 
agreed that the Liberals, the National Unionists, 
the Business Men and a_ section of the In- 
dependents will vote for the Cabinet, and that 
the Government will thus command a majority 
in the Lower House, On the other hand, 
everybody appears to regard the Progressists as 
opponents of the Cubinet, Bat there is nothing 
definite to show that the Progressists will as- 
je that attitude, All that can be said of 
them is that their relations with the Government 
are not so close as the relations of the Liberals 
and the National Unionists. Our contempor- 
ary does not add any list of numbers, but the 
article is interesting as an indication of the 
grouping of parties towards the Government, 







































ete 
Now that the payment of the balance of the| 


Indemnity belore the 8th of May seems assured, 





the question of Wei-hei-wei is again mooted. 
f 


yi Jenn withdraw her troops or will she not? 








It is understood that the present Cabinet answe: 
unbesitatingly in the affirmative. Bui the Hoc 
Shimbun takes a different view. It conside 
that Japan has now to decide whether she will 
pursue a negative or a positive policy in the 
Far East, und that her procedure with regard to 
Wei-hai-wei will decide the question, The 
direct advantages of withdrawing the troops are 
tr fling. There will be a saving of expense and 
a concentration of military strength, and there 
will be less danger of friction with foreign 
Powers, The indirect consequences, on the 
, are large: The peace of the Far East 
hangs in a delicate balance. The arms of the 
scale wre pretty evenly poised, and the with- 
drawal of a weight from either side may mean 
the immediate disturbance of equilibrium. 
Japan's presence at W i-wei certainly ex- 
ercises an effect on the situation, She acts as 
a species of guard tothe Chinese empire, which 
inay be compared toa house surrounded by 
robbers wa:ching to effect an entry. If the 
Japanese troops are withdrawn, the doors will 
virtually stand open to all burglars, Then, 
again, so long as Japan maintains her’ footing, 
she retains also a right to be consulted about 
all measures ofa radical nature that concern 
China, Is it a wise policy to surrender these 
large indirect advantages? Of course the world 
will say that Japan has acted honestly. That 
will be very pleasant. But will it not be called 
the honesty of fools? 






























The Vomiurd has ticle on the new Tariff 
which will go into force, it expects, from Octo- 
ber 1st. Our contemporary alleges that while 
the chief purpose of the incieased rates is to 
provide revenue, there is also the covert aim of 
affording protection to native manufactures. 
The number of articles falling under the Co: 
ventional Tariff is 34 and the average duty on 
them is increased from 5 per cent. to over 10 
per cent. The number included in the Statatory 
Tariff is 497, divided into 16 classes, and the 
average duty is 12.35 per cent., the highest 
figure being 40 per cent. and the lowest 5. 
Under the former Tariff the duty on watches, 
machinery and glass is raised from 5 per cent. 
to 25; that on manufactures of gold fiom 5 to 
35; that on articles of apparel from 20 to 30; 
that on leaf tobacco, to 35; that on cut to- 
bacco and cigars, to 40; thaton beer, to 25; 
that on champagne, claret, vermouth, elc., to 
35, and that on brandy and whisky 10 40. 
The Yomiuri writes about the rise that will im- 
mediately take place in the prices charged to 
consumers of all these articles, but does not 
seem to apprehend any diminution of con- 
sumption, 


























YOKOHAMA CHAMBERS OF 
COMMERCE, 
see ape 








A meeting of representatives of the Committee 
of the Yokohama Foreign and Japanese Cham- 
bers of Commerce was held on Friday, the 25th 
instant, at the rooms of the Foreign Chamber, 
No. 61, Main Street, at which cotdial assnrances 
were given of the desire of both Chambers to 
be mutually helpfal, The special subjects pro- 
posed by the Foreign Chamber were :—The 
establishment of an Aubitration Committee to 
be appointed by the amalgamated Chambers to 
decide any commercial cases that might be 
brought by members of either Chamber ; and the 
establishment of Port and Harbour Regulations; 
The desirability of both these proposals was 
mutually agreed upon and the details presented 
to the meeting were to be discussed ata sub- 
sequent meeting to be held shortly. 














A gentleman who recently paid a visit to 
Bolinao reports that the Spanish troops have 
been guilty of terrible cruelty towards many 
rebels who were injured and fell into their 
hands, The wounded were thrown into a 
wooden hut in which were a number of rebels 
who had been killed, The hut was then set fire 
to and the dead and living were burnt almost to 
ashes. A photograph taken of the hut while it 
was in flames shows, it is said, human remains 
being vonsummell by the fire.—Daily Press. 
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LAW FOR ENCOURAGING DIRECT 
EXPORT OF SILK. 

The Government have thought it neces- 
saty to issue the Imperial Ordinance 
required for giving effect to the Law for 
encouraging the Direct Export of Silk. 
The Law passed both Houses of the 
Diet in March, 1897, but whereas the 
classification of the silk and the amount 
of bounty to be granted were Yefinitely 
fixed in the original project, the Diet 
amended the in the sense that the 
Government should take the responsibility 
of determining these points by Ordinance. 
In recommending this amendment, the 
Special Committee of the Lower House 
explained that the silk designated in the 
Project as “ first quality "—namely, finest 
lustre ; 80 ¢avelles ; 2 deniers of variation, 
and 30 nibs per catty—was practically un- 
producible in Japan, and that even the 
second and third classes contemplated by 
the drafters of the Bill, were very high- 
grade silks, On the other hand, it did 
not seem wise to lower the classification 
for the whole period throughout which the 
Law was to be operative. Hence the 
Government were left to determine the 
necessary qualifications according to cir- 
cumstances. In other words, the Com- 
mittee sought to render the provisions of 
the Law less onerous ; and the bounties 
correspondingly more accessible. The 
Imperial Ordinance issued on the agth 
instant for the purpose of determining the 
qualifications shows that the standards of 
the original Law have been slightly 
lowered. For the sake of easy compari- 





son, we place the provisions of the Law and 
those of the Ordinance side by side :— 
Oniginan Law. 


Orvinance, 
Class I.—Bounty 50 yen 
pet loocaities, High 





les; 
Class IL—Bounty 30 
yeu. Good lustre; va 
ny 4 deniers; 4o 
tavelles; 100 ibs. 


Class IL-—Bounty 20 
yen. Fair lustre; va- 
tiation, 5 denderss 27 
taveltes; 150 nibs, 
The fact that this Law should have re- 

emerged at all from the grave to which it 

seemed to have been deservedly consign- 
ed, willbe generally regretted. But the 

Government are unable to exercise any 

discretion. The Law, as passed by the 

Diet and sanctioned by the Emperor, was 

to go into operation from April ist, 1898, 

and, since it stands unrepealed, the steps 

necessary for giving effect to it must, of 
course, be taken in due order. It is 
understood that had not the House of Re- 
presentatives been dissolved at the com- 

mencement of the Diet’s last session, a 

Bill for rescinding this Law would have 

been introduced, and that such a Bill will 

be submitted to the new Dictin the special 
session next May. But, inthe mean time, 
the regular routine has to be followed. 

The Government have no competence to 

ignore a Law which has been duly enact- 

ed, sanctioned, and promulgated. Baron 

Ito, Minister of State for Agriculture and 

Commerce, probably regrets that the first 

Imperial Ordinance countersigned by him 

should be of such a nature. 


Class IL—Baunty 30 
in. Good lusive; va= 
ration, 3 denzers; 40 
tavelles; 60 wibs. 
Clays TIL— Ba 
yer. Fair lusts 
tiation, 4 deniers; 27 
tavelles; go nibs. 














The Fakagawa granaries in Tokyo, the 
Nichi Nich? states, contain at present 303,592 
bags of rice, of which 245,718 are of domestic, 


and 57,874 of foreign ae 


Digitized t 


CHINA'S LOAN AND THE IN- 
DEMNITY. 
ag 

The fact that only two millions sterling 
were subscribed out of the eight millions 
offered in London on account of the Chin- 
ese Loan will not, of course, affect the 
receipt of the money by China, The whole 
sum was under-written before the bonds 
were placed upon the market. Rumour says 
that the under-writers are now selling at 
1 per cent. discount, but what that means 
exactly there is some difficulty in know- 
ing. The bonds are understood to have 
been under-written at 83 and put upon 
the market at go, so whether one per 
cent. discount signifies 89 or 82, or, 
again, 89,"; or 82 75, wecan not tell. It 
makes no matter to China, however. She 
receives 83 only, ora total of £13,280,000 
out of £16,000,000. With regard to the 
sum that she has to pay to Japan, we 
mentioned in a recent issue that the rate 
of exchange is against the latter country 
at present. We were mistaken. It appears 
that the Japanese negotiators, at the time 
of signing the Shimonoseki Treaty, fixed 
the rate at an uniform figure for all pay- 
ments of the Indemnity, They took the 
average market rate of the preceding three 
months, which seems to have been a little 
more than 3s. 3d.to thetael. Their prox- 
imate reason for considering the question 
of rate at all was that China expressed a 
wish to deliver the installments of the 
Indemnity in sterling in London, and the 
Japanese negotiators, before assenting, 
deemed it wise to provide against the 
danger of having the market “rigged” 
against Japan when the periods for receiv- 
ing the installments arrived. They these- 
fore stipulated that, in consideration of 
their consenting to the proposal for sterl- 
ing payments in London, the conversion 
of the silver in terms of which the Indem- 
nity was stated should be made at the in- 
variable price of 39.48d. to the tael. It 
has proved a very fortunate stipulation, 
for the gold price of the same tael at 
present is only some 33 pence. To show 
what advantage Japan gains by the 
arrangement, we have to note that the 
payment to be made by China on or before 
the 8th of May is 724 million taels. The 
actually unpaid remainder of the Indemnity 
is 83} millions, but from that amount has 
to be subtracted the various sums of 
interest hitherto paid by China. These 
aggregate 10% million yen, so that the in- 
debtedness is reduced to 72} millions. To 
that figure has to be added half a million 
for the maintenance of the Wei-hai-wei 
garrison, bringing the total to 73 million 
taels. Seventy-three million taels con- 
verted into sterling at yp.48 pence to the 
tael represents £12,008,857, whereas at 
33 pence it represents only £10,037,500. 
Japan saves £1,971,357, of more 
than 19} million yen, by her precaution 
in fixing the rate three years ago. The 
sum that will actually come into her 
Treasury in May is 118,850,543 yen. It 
must be confessed that she showed re- 
markable prudence in the negotiations of 
1895. Of course the ratio between the 
precious metals might have varied in the 
other direction, but it has not, and no- 
thing more need be said. 


















China is the one that fares badly in 
this matter. She incurs a debt of 16 mil- 
lions sterling to pay off an obligation 
which represents only £10,037,500, ac- 
cording to market rates. It is true that 
the whole amount of sixteen millions does 


le 








not go to discharge her obligation to 
Japan, but neither does the whole of it 
come into her hands for disposal. She 
receives £13,280,000 as the proceeds of 
the sixteen-milion loan and she transfers 
to Japan’s account £12,008,857, so that 
there remains lo her a sum of £1,271,143, 
or, probably, 1} millions sterling alter de- 
fraying expenses connected with the 
negotiation of the loan. 


These debts incurred to pay debts as- 
sume very interesting proportions when 
we come to calculate them accurately. 
If China were in a position to discharge 
the installments of the Indemnity accord- 
ing to the original unabbreviated program- 
me—te. in five more installments, the last 
handed over on May 8th, 1902—, her 
total remaining payments to Japan, in- 
cluding interest, would be 933 million 
taels, or £15,422,333, approximately. To 
wipe out this indebtedness at once by 
means of a single payment of £12,008,857, 
she contracts a loan of 16 millions ster- 
ling, which is to run, we believe, 
for 5 years unredeemed, and then to 
be redeemed in 25 years by equal install- 
ments, the rate of interest being 4} per 
cent. Hence at the end of jo year 
China will have paid £28,960,000 (princi- 
pal and interest) to discharge her debt to 
England and Germany. On the other 
hand, there remain to her 1} millions after 
paying off Japan. Hence the net result 
is that, in order to liquidate at once an 
obligation which she might discharge by 
May 8th, 1902 by payments aggregating 
£15,422,333, she takes upon her shoulders 
a debt that will have cost her £27,710,000 
by 1928, thus making a loss of £12,287,067. 
That is the price she pays to get back 
Wei-hai-wei. How long will she keep 
it? Her wiser plan would have been to 
pay Japan for staying there. 











MISSIONARIES AND BICYCLES. 
——— 





From correspondence in the Séul Jn- 
dependent we \earn that some foreign 
newspapers in Japan have commented un- 
favourably on the use of bicycles by mis- 
sionaries. That is decidedly intelligent 
criticism. If to ride a bicycle is improper 
for a missionary, he certainly ought not 
lo travel by rail or electric tram, He 
might ride on an ass, perhaps. There is 
a precedent for that. But as his time is 
quite valueless and as there is not the least 
advantage in his extending the sphere of 
his ministrations, no excuse exists for him 
to use a bicycle. Even boots and socks, 
which belong to exactly the same category 
as a bicycle in so far as they aid locomo- 
tion, are superfluous luxuries on the feet 
of a missionary. “Public opinion has 
learned to tolerate them, however, but a 
bicycle! Why, a missionary on a bike is 
as bad asa missionary rowing a boal or as a 
missionary mounted on a horse. What a 
singular thing prejudice is! It would be 
difficult. to find anything more splendidly 
unreasonable and inane — than this 
objection to missionaries mounting 
bicycles, yet the most liberal folks have 
not yet persuaded themselves to ride to 
church ona bike. Were they invited to 
explain their reluctance, they could not 
adduce the tiniest fragment of a reason, for 
if it is right to go to church in a carriage, 
thus compelling horses and a coachman 
to work on the Sabbath, how can it possibly 
be wrong to go on a bicycle, which does 
not oblige any person to work except the 
rider? 
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“SCOTUS” AND * QUILLET.” 
—+ 
“Scotus” appears to have been driven 
into a fit of dancing exasperation by our 
recent comments on the sad accident 
which befel him at Miike in 1888, and by 
our expressions of satisfaction that the 
consequences were not more serious. He 
was quite enchanted by what he saw of 
Japanese prison life and methods at M 
in 1888, and not only might his eulogies, 
then placed on journalistic record, have 
remained permanently deceptive, but he 
himself might also have been precluded 
from joining the congenial crusade now 
inaugurated against the jails of Japan, 
had not an ex-jail-bird’s “ meaning smile” 
led him to discover that during the three 
hours which elapsed before he gained ad- 
mission to the Miike prison, the arrange- 
ments of the prison, the condition of the 
prisoners, and, in short, everything that 
goes to make upa “system,” had been 
radically changed. Could we do less than 
convey our congratulations to '‘ Scotus” 
particular and to the public in. general 
that by the agency of a clue so subtle as a 
smile a discovery of such interest had 
been made—the discovery that Japanese 
prison officials possess an Aladdin's 
lamp, and can summon genii to metamor- 
phose a building, its inmates, and its 
contents in the brief space of 180 minu- 
tes? “Scotus,” however, takes it ill that 
we should have invited our readers to ad- 
mire his acumen and to rejoice over his 
rescue from the glamour of the genii. 
Neither congratulation nor commiseration 
fits his fancy, and he appears to have as- 
sumed the altitude of his proverbial coun- 
tryman who sprang into the middle of the 
road and swore at large. Unlike the 
latter, however, “Scotus” does not lose 
the thread of his argument or forget to be 
relevant. In his carefully kept note-books, 
where the Fapan Mail seems to bulk 
largely, he finds some venerable entries 
of bygone years, recording how we once 
spoke of materies as a plural noun, attri- 
buted a saying of La Fontaine to Fénelon, 
and condemned portions of a book upon 
the Chinese which we had previously re- 
viewed favourably. ‘The close connexion 
between these reminiscences and the sub- 
ject of the Japanese prison system im- 
parts to them a special value in this 
context, and pleasantly recalls the logic 
of the school-boys who concluded that 
their dominie must be ignorant of algebra 
because they found some stale bread- 
crumbs in the pocket of his overcoat. 
We owe “ Scotus” an apology, however. 
We ought to have included his possession 
of a conscience among our subjects of 
congratulation. He very justly pleads 
how that his eulogies of the Miike 
prison could never have been quoted 
against his present attitude unless be 
had himself drawn attention to them, 
since the journal in which they ap- 
peared exists no longer except in a file 
preserved in Paraguay. ‘That is a point 
deserving of attention because the usual 
habit of respectable publicists is to ignore 
all their previous utterances if they can 
be sure of doing so without inconvenient 
detection. We owe “Scotus” another 
apology, also. We left his last article 
unnoticed for a week. His personality 
had already acquired such importance ten 
years ago that the Miike officials invoked 
their benevolent genii and worked a 
miracle for his behoof, though his ad- 
ventitious aids to consideration were 
limited to the credentials of 
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Australian journal and to the wearing of 
a suit of pyjamas dilapidated by the as- 
saults of a hungry pack-horse. Ill done 
was it, therefore, on our part to lose even 
a day in replying to his article. 
Concerning ‘ Quillet’’—which seems to 
us the most appropriate epithet for the 
editor of the Kobe Chrontcle, so solemnly 
does he deal with the gimcracks and whim- 
whams of controversy—concerning “ Quil- 
let’ of the Chronicle we would urge that 
his standards of accuracy are not altain- 
able by common every-day folks. For 
example, when, having quoted a writer's 
“own words ” in inverted commas in one 
sentence, we proceed, in the next, to give 
our own version in our own words of 
what he may be supposed to have seen on 
a certain occasion, we can not, without 
“ Quillet’s ” teaching, perceive that we 
are making a ‘suggestion at variance 
with the facts.” Again, when “ Quillet,” 
on the strength of an interview with a 
sometime inmate of a Japanese jail, com- 
menced a vehement crusade against the 
prison system of this country, we could 
scarcely have imagived, without his guid- 
ance, that we were “consciously indulging 
in misrepresentation ” because we spoke 
of his views being ‘ based on the state- 
ments of a Japanese.” It is true that we 
did not refer to his own subsequent per- 
sonal observation, but surely our forbear- 
ance ought to have been appreciated, 
inasmuch as what “ Quillet” saw at the 
Hyogo prison obliged him to admit that 
“from a Japanese point of view there was. 
perhaps little room for criticism.” How- 
ever, “Quillet” playing with puerilities 
and getting magnificent about minutia is 
a spectacle which we can not strain our 
poor intellect to appreciate. Il is not 
given to all to be great in small things. 
Only to one matter of sober fact need we 
allude, namely, the Government’s intention 
with regard to the treatment of foreigners 
in Japanese prisons. Having made in- 
quiries in the proper quarter, we were 
enabled to state authoritatively that ithad 
been decided to make such arrangements 
as would secure foreign inmates of Japan- 
ese jails against being fed with Japanese 
food, clothed in Japanese costume, and 
subjected, generally, to the same mode of 
life as Japanese prisoners, inasmuch as 
the foreigner’s punishment would thereby 
be greatly and unjustly aggravated. Sub- 
sequently, a paragraphist calling himself 
“Yamato Chuyo,” writing in the Fapan 
Times, employed language which seemed 
to show that he, personally, did not approve 
of any such discrimination, and’ the Kose 
Chronicle leaped to the very singular con- 
clusion that this paragraphist, using a nom 
de plume and sp€aking in the first person, 
represented the views and intentions of 
the Japanese Government. ‘‘ Yamato 
Chuyo” is believed to be a pseudonym 
of the present editor of the ¥apan Times, 
and “Quillet” professes to be greatly 
shocked by our suggestion that when an 
editor purposely steps out of the editorial 
columns and, by using a nom de plume, 
differentiates himself from the journal he 
edits, he is plainly ventilating views to 
which he does not intend to commit the 
journal. In this case it is a question of 
fact against opinion—the fact. being the 
Japanese Government's decision; the 
opinion, a newspaper paragraphist’s in- 
dividual views. If “ Quillet” insis! 
regarding the latter as an expos 
the former, that is his own affai We 
shall have him insisting presently that the 


eps about religion expressed by 























“Yamato Chuyo ” and also about foreign 
politics in the columns of the ¥apan Times 
must be considered as the opinions of the 
Japanese Government, which would cer- 
tainly be a startling assertion. 








YOKOHAMA FORE-SBORE. 
- + 


The question of the fore-shore at Yoko- 
hama hay found its way into the vernacular 
press, but no definite opinion is expressed 
about it, a fact which we regard as signifi- 
cant. Four or five years ago, if any one 
had advanced a proposal that permission 
should be given to a foreign company to 
reclaim lands from the sea and become 
their perpetual lessee, there would not 
have been wanting publicists to denounce 
the scheme on the ground that alien 
ownership of Japanese soil must be inter- 
dicted. But the people of Japan seem to 
be reverting to the more liberal and sen- 
sible mood which they exhibited when the 
drafts of the Inouye and Okuma Treaties 
were prepared. At that time, namely, up 
to 1890, there was not the slightest 
opposition to ownership of land by foreign- 
ers. The privilege was inserted in the 
drafts as a matter of course. But when 
the “ strict-enforcement ” policy came to 
be distorted by extremists like Mr. Oi 
Kentaro, and when it was discovered that 
not a few foreigners had contrived to be- 
come vicarious owners of land outside the 
settlements, the silly, shallow cry that the 
soil must always be preserved in native 
keeping gradually grew into a national 
shibboleth. It was a temporary fit of 
delirium, however. A cure has been fur- 
nished by the want of foreign capital, and 
we look to see amore manly and far- 
seeing disposition prevail soon. As for 
the talk of deepening the harbour and 














using the dredgings to extend the fore- 
shore to a distance of a hundred yards, 
it is a very old idea, though none the 
worse for that. We never had the least 
doubt that it would some day become 
an accomplished fact. As the day ap- 
proaches for the abolition of Treaty 
Limits and Settlement boundaries, the 
price of land in the foreign quarter of 
Yokohama is rapidly rising to the same 
level as that of the land in the Japanese 
quarter, and when ground having a valuz 
of from 50 to 70 yen per tsubo can be 
reclaimed from the sea at a cost of from 
12 (o 20 yen, itis not likely that so fruit- 
ful an enterprise will be permanently 
neglected. ‘here is, of course; a sen- 
timental objection to do away with the 
Bund, which has been one of the most 
picturesque features of Yokohama since 
the birth of the Settlement, but mere 
prettiness can not be seriously considered. 
where tradal facilities are in question 











KOBE CRICKET CLUB. 
a 

The annual meeting of the Kobe Cricket 
Club was held on Monday evening last, Dr. 
Thornicraft, President of the Club, presiding. 
The report and accounts, which were adopted, 
showed a debit balance of $182, which, the 
Chairman explained, was due to the purchase 
of new gear to the amount of neatly $600. Dr. 
Thornicraft was unanimously re-elected Pre- 
sident. On the ballot for Captain being taken 
Mr. F. J. Abbott stood first and Mr. J. Marshall 
second, but as both gentlemen declined to serve 
a second ballot was taken and Mr. Wilkinson was 
elected, the Committee returned consisted of 
Messrs. Cam. Lucas, Lightfoot, Barto, Edwards, 








J. Marshall and Abbott. It was decided to in- 
vite the Shanghai Cricket Club to send a team 
lo Kode jig) ttre| autumn. 














( 





April 2, 1898.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


337 





———EEEEeEEE>EEEEEEEEeEeEEEEEE—eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


RUSSIA AND CHINA. 


——_+— 

It will be seen from a telegram which 
we publish elsewliere that the Peking 
correspondent of the Fifi Shinpo continues 
to speak very positively of an agreement 
between China and Russia. Telegraphing 
onthe 24th instant. he said that the Court, 
despairing of any substantial aid from 
England, had decided to lease Talien and 
Port Arthur to Russia for 25 years, and 
to sanction the extension of the Trans- 
Asian Railway to Liaotung. Telegraphing 
on the 25th, he gives us the dimensions 
of the area said to have been leased to 
Russia—an area 50 miles by 25. If the 
negotiations have progressed at that rate, 
they have been remarkably rapid. But, 
circumstantial as are the statements of 
the ¥i’s correspondent, and accurate as 
he has hitherto proved himself to be, we 
can not attach credence to his account 
on this occasion, inasmuch as no con- 
firmatory telegram seems to have heen 
received officially in Tokyo. It is scarce- 
ly possible that, had such an impor- 
tant decision been arrived at, official 


information of it would not have reached | 


the Japanese capital. The last official 
news we had was that the negotiations 
had been removed from St. Petersburg to 
Peking, and that their Excellencies Li 
Hung-chang and Chang Yin-yuen—who 
came to Japan on the fruitless peace mis- 
sion of January, 1895—had been appointed 
plenipotentiaries to represent China. It 
is difficult to believe that the Peking 
Court would have taken that step had 
there been no intention of making a 
struggle against Russia’s demands, espe- 
cially as the answer for which France is 
waiting must be largely influenced by the 
decision arrived at in Russia’s case. 





FEATS OF NAVIGATION. 
Sg 

Really we do not see that the passage 
of the Suez Canal by the Fujs was a feat 
reflecting any special honour on Japanese 
seamanship, The Hochi Shimbun says 
that it “startled the naval world ;” but 
how? There was nothing in the per- 
formance from the point of view of naviga- 
tion. It was a mere question of draught. 
The Fuji and the Yashima were built 
expressly to be capable of making the 
voyage vid Suez, and that is all that need 
be said about the matter so far as the 
Canal is concerned. We do indeed think 
that the Japanese officers who brought 
out the ship deserve the greatest credit. 
They had never before handled anything 
approaching her in size, and when men 
whose experience has been limited to 
cruisers of three or four thousand tons 
are suddenly set to navigate a twelve- 
thousand-ton line-of-battle ship, they re- 
quire a great deal of nerve and judgment 
to come through successfully. 

The Hochi also speaks of the duty 
which Commander Nojimoto and his crew 
have undertaken to perform in navigating 
the torpedo-destroyer Yugiri from Eng- 
land to Japan. The little vessel is not to 
be accompanied by a ‘parent ship” of 
any kind, but will perform the long vayage 
allalone. That certainly will bea praise- 
worthy feat, and the Hochi may well con- 
vey the country’s applause and good 
wishes to Commander Nojimoto and his 
comrades who are soon to start for Eng- 
land. 


KOREA'S REPLY TO Mr. DE SPEYER'S 
DESPATCH. 
ay 

The reply of the Korean Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, H.E. Min Jongmuk, to 
Mr. de Speyer’s celebrated despatch, is 
thus given by the Séul /ndependent :— 

Dear Sir: 

Ihave teceived your dispatch of the 7th 
relating to the question of employing Ru 
y instructors and financial adviser. Tha 
delayed in replying to your inquives through une 
oidable causes, for which delay I crave your 





1st, 




















pardon, 
Since the disturbance of 1896 our government 
has been in the control of a deceptable lot who 
have tendered the safety of our country extremely 
precarious. Our Imperial Majesty went to your 
legation two years ago whee he was safely domi- 
ciled and at the same time restored the safety of 
our Imperial house. Our Imperial. Majesty ap- 
preciates the kindness of your government and our 
people feel grateful for the protect you offered 
to our Sovereign, and through friendly motives, 
Emperor especially dispatched a number of 
s, and for the nefit of 
Finance Dep nt, he detailed av expert here, 
We all fully realize that lie did these for the purpose 
of strengthening our independence and leading us 
inte the path of progress and enlightenmeut, 
Your despatch states that there exists a 
deplorable condition of affairs in Séul, n 
idlers among your people, claiming to be gi 




























ly causes great 
perial Sovereign the Emperor of 
Russia.” You further state “therefore my Eme 
peror has graciously ordered me to report fully to 
your Emperor and inquire of your government de- 
finitely whether Korea desires to be benefited hy 
Russia's help or not; and if the military instructors 
and financial adviser are not considered necessary 
be your Emperor and your government, my go. 
vernment will make some other necessary arrange: 
ments according to circumstances,” &c. 


You makes our Emperor 





and our 





government feel ashamed but our government will 
be more careful aud studious in the discharge of 
our responsibilities, so that there will not be any 





further need of causing anxiety to you Sovereign, 
Through your Sovereign's kein 


motives and your 
your military and 
progress. Both 
¢ and instruciots diligently and cone 
scientiously discharged their duties, so that the 
Imperial guard has been trained satisfactorily and 

dition of the country placed on a 
‘These ate all due to the une 















never forget your magnanimous spirit. 
Our government has decided that we will con- 
tine to age our affairs according to 
methods which your officials have so kindly 
trodirced, though we must place the contro! 
power of these departments in the hands of our 
own countiymen. We will not employ any fo- 
military instructors or ad T i. 
wn was attived at by the una 
the old statesmen, the present go 
the people ai 
and independe 




























your gove 
people have become 
so progressive and enlightened as to desire to 
maintain their own sovereignty, 

Before we were able to manage our own affairs 
we hud to solicit the assistance of the dy. 
powers, but atthe same time we must cou the 
advandgement and ance of ou independent 
and sovereign rights, My Sovereign and th 
people unanimously desive that the (riendly 1e- 
lations between the two nations may become still 
closer and that no misunderstanding should exist 
Your officials have accomplished their work and 
it is convenient for us to have then relieved from 
our service. I feel grateful to you for suggesting 
the idea of relieving these officials, 

I am ordered by my Imperial Sovereign to 
































thank your government sincerely for what you 

ve done for us, and His Majesty will send 
» envay lo your capital who will cary the 
personal messages of gratitude from our Emperor 
to your Sovereign. the meantime I request 
your Excell to inform your government of 
our decision in this matter, which, as I have 
stated above, wos the unanimous desise of out 
Sovereign and his people. 

(Signed,) 


Our readers will 











Min Jonamur. 
understand that we 


G . le" not responsible for the curiosities of 





diction displayed in the above document. 
It has evidently suffered a little in 
translation, but the sense does not appear 
to have been at all impaired. There is a 
good deal of significance in the wording. 
Indirectly, but still unmistakably, the 
Minister records the fact long ago known 
to our readers, that the employment of 
Russian military and financial experts was 
the-result of a promise made by the King 
of Korea during his sojourn in the Russian 
Legation. Whether, Mr. Min Jongmuk 
intends to suggest that the arrangement 
can not be justly described as an outcome 
of appreciative spontaniety on the King’s 
part, or whether he recalls this curious 
chapter of history merely by way of appeal 
to the hospitable feelings displayed at 
that time by the Russian Repre- 
sentative, it is hard to tell. But 
certainly he can scarcely have drifted by 
pure accident into the subtle sarcasm of 
the statements that his country’s resolve 
to dispense with the services of the Russian 
experts was due, in part, to “the en- 
lightenment and independent spirit which 
your Government has so diligently incul- 
cated among us,” and that he is “ sure 


d) that your Imperial Sovereign and your 


Government will be glad to know that our 
people have become so_ progressive 
and enlightened as to desire to main- 
tain their own sovereignty.” The bland 
naiveté of such language penned in 
reply to such a despatch as that of Mr. de 
Speyer climbs to quite a pinnacle of 
artistic irony, and must have excited in 
the bosom of even the placid and humane 
Mr. de Speyer an absorbing wish to tweek 
the nose of Min Jongmuk. It is excel- 
lent persiflage, too, to say that the mili- 
tary and financial experts ‘have aecom- 
plished their work.” The bulk of the 
officers and non-commissioned officers 
reached Séul last summer in a casual kind 
of way. They were understood to be 
making a tour without any purpose more 
profound than that of the vacuus viator. 
The financial adviser was installed in 
office a few weeks ago. Yet these officials 
“have accomplished their work.” Min 
Jongmuk does not try even to be specious. 








AGAIN, 
Se 


As is usually the case with writers who 


‘ajare perpetually detecting motes in the 


eyes of other people, the Kobe Chronicle 
seems quite unconscious of the beam in its 
own. After a delightfully naive disserta- 
tion on our remark that “ The standards 
of accuracy set up by the Kobe Chronicle 
are not attainable by common every day 
folk "which remark it interprets as a 
serious admission of general inaccuracy 
on our own part!—, the Kobe journal 
says :—'' We have previously shown that 
that up to the time we began to draw at- 
tention to the question, no steps whatever 
had been taken to make any such dis- 
crimination ”—i.e., discrimination between 
the treatment of foreigners and the treat- 
ment of natives in Japanese jails as to 
food, clothing, etc. Does the Kode Chro- 
nicle claim to know, as a matter of fact, 
that the Japanese Authorities have not 
decided to provide foreign diet and foreign 
costume for foreign prisoners? It can 
not possibly advance any such claim. 
Therefore its assertion, as quoted above, 
does not satisfy the least exacting stand- 
ard of truth. But perhaps it means 
to affirm that although steps for mak- 








ing,idiscrimination had not been taken 
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when it opened its campaign, they 
have since been taken. If so, what is 
the use of writing long articles to prove 
that “Yamato Chuyo's” objections to 
discrimination are expressions of official 
opinion, and that the Fapan Mail's state- 
ments of information obtained from officials 
are too vague to be trusted? It is a 
pleasant dilemma. Either the editor of 
the Kobe Chronicle penned a falsehood 
when he claimed to have shown that no 
steps for discrimination had been taken 
by the Authorities up to a certain time, or 
he admits that such steps have now been 
taken, He may impale himself on which- 
ever horn seems less deadly. 








RECEPTION AND BALL AT THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S. 
pean’ 

Our readers are aware that a reception 
and ball were to be given by the Prime 
Minister and Marchioness Ito at the offi- 
cial residence in Nagatacho, Tokyo, on 
the 28th instant, to celebrate the marriage 
of Mr. Ito Yukichi and Miss Takashima. 
The affair proved a brilliant success. 
Their Imperial Highnesses Prince and 
Princesses Arisugawa honoured the occa- 
sion with their presence, and it goes with- 
out saying that all the rank and fashion 
of official and private Japan, all the Fo- 
reign Chefs de Mission, together with the 
staffs of the Legations, and all the principal 
foreign residents of Tokyo and Yokohama 
were present. The Marquis and Marchion- 
ess- and the bride and bridegroom 
received the guests, who arrived in a 
continuous stream from g to 10 o'clock. 
The bride wore Japanese costume, as 
did also the great majority of the 
Japanese ladies present, a fact which 
is not unworthy of note where a re- 
ception by Marquis Ilo is concerned. 
The decorations were confined to the 
entrance ‘hall, which had been convert- 
ed into a grove of bamboos, pines and 
plum-trees—the triplet of felicitation— 
contrived with much taste and charming 
effect. Two large salons en suite, both 
opening into the ball room, were occu- 
pied by the dancers and the onlookers, 
and upstairs in another wing of the build- 
ing were smoking-rooms and a gentle- 
man’s supper-room, the ladies’ supper-room 
being on the ground floor communicating 
with the principal salon. This convenient 
disposition of rooms and the excellence of 
the general arrangements combined to 
promote the success of the ball, which was 
certainly one of the most brilliant ever 
witnessed in Tokyo. For the first time 
at an affair of such magnitude in Japan a 
cotillon was danced, and the difficulties 
that might have been anticipated in or- 
ganizing an effort of the kind on so large 
a scale proved proved quite surmountable. 
A special train left’ Shimbashi at one 
o'clock for the accommodation of the 
Yokohama guests, and their departure 
was quickly followed by the dispersal of 
the brilliant assembly, 





A DIRECTOR OF THE BANK OF 
FAPAN, 
=e = 
A Director of the Bank of Japan, Mr. 
Yamamoto, has published an interesting 
essay on the economic outlook in Japan, 
He says, among other things, that some 
means ought to be devised for checking 
the yearly excess of imports over exports. 
Why so? The fact is that the conditions 
of Japan’s foreign trade are beginning to 








resemble those of England’s. She is be- 
coming a manufacturing country and is 
consequently importing increased and in- 
creasing quantities of raw materials and 
machinery. Last year, her imports ex- 
ceeded her exports by 56 million yen. 
But among the former were included raw 
cotton, wool, machinery, locomotives, iron 
and rails to the aggregate value of 67 
millions. Looking at the matter a little 
more closely, we find that if the importa- 
tion of raw cotton and wool showed an 
increase of 11 million yen, approximately, 
in 1897 as compared with 1896, the import 
of cotton and woollen manufactured stuffs 
diminished by } millions and the export 
of cotton yarns and fabrics increased by 
1o millions, so that, under this important 
heading, there is a balance of 8} million 
yen in Japan’s favour. The increase of 
imports in 1897 compared with 1896 was 
entirely due to larger purchases of raw 
materials, machinery, sugar, rice, peas, 
and beans. Surely Mr. Yamamoto can 
not regard those items as regrettable, 
with the exception of rice, which is att: 
butable to a bad harvest. Rice alone is 
responsible for disturbing the balance of 
trade to the extent of 17} million yen, and 
if we add the cost (22} millions) of ma- 
chinery, locomotives, iron and rails, which 
represent so much addition to the nation’s 
capital, we at once strike off 40 millions 
from the adverse balance. To us it seems 
that there is nothing at all disquieting in 
the state of the country’s foreign trade. 











THE LATE BARON MORIOKA, 


——— 9 

The remains of the late Baron Morioka 
were interred yesterday in the Aoyama 
cemetery, Tokyo, and were followed to 
the grave by a very large concourse of 
distinguished mourners. Baron Morioka 
was one of the little band of men who 
made themselves conspicuous at the lime 
of the re-opening of Japan to foreign 
intercourse by espousing, in conjunction 
with his Satsuma fellow-clansmen, Nara- 
bara, Kayeda, Matsukata and so on, the 
cause of the Sonno jot faction—that is to 
say, the cause of the men who advocated 
the restoration of the Administration to 
the Sovereign and the expulsion of foreig- 
ners. It is scarcely necessary to say that 
he soon abandoned the latter part of the 
programme, and adopted the liberal views 
of the A/ei#i era. His first official posts 
were connected with local government, 
and in 1880 he served as Governor of 
Kyoto, where he was very popular. 
Subsequently he was appointed Vice- 
Minister of Agriculture and Commerce, 
and, after a short period of retirement 
from official life, he became President of 
the Kyodo Unyu Kaisha, and ultimately 
of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, But during 
recent years he ceased to perform any 
active duties, and, though sitting in the 
House of Peers as an Imperial nominee, 
he took no part in politics, devoting him: 
self rathef to the study of art and the 
collection of art objects. He was sixty- 
five at the time of his death, and the day 
before his decease the Emperor raised 
him to the peerage with the rank of Baron. 

A specially interesting feature of Baron 
Morioka’s career is that he occupied a 
prominent place in the retinue of the 
feudal chief of Satsuma, Shimazu Saburo, 
on the occasion of the latter’s southward 
journey from Yedo (Tokyo) in 1862, when 
the Namamugi incident occurred—the 











incident which cost the life of Mr. Richard- 








son and resulted in the wounding of 
Messrs. Marshall and Clark and the nar- 
row escape of Mrs. Borrowdale. The 
writer of this paragraph has heard Baron 
Morioka speak perfectly frankly of the 
affair. He said that it was not a question 
of cutting down foreigners qa foreigners 
but a question of asserting the right claim- 
ed by all the feudal chiefs of Japan at that 
time—the right of uninterrupted passage 
along the highway. Had a party of 
Japanese, mounted on horseback, attempt- 
ed to make their way through the Prince 
of Satsuma’s procession, as the un- 
fortunate | Mr. Richardson and _ his 
friends did, they would have been 
cut down sooner than the latter 
were, Such was Baron Morioka’s asser- 
tion. We may have our own o n of 
the rules that sanctioned such violent as- 
sertions of aristocratic privilege, but it is 
interesting to know what was the real 
motive in the Namamugi case. Mrs. 
Borrowdale, it will be remembered, had a 
wonderful escape. A sword-cut was aim. 
ed at her which shore off the feather of 
her hat without touching her head. Asked 
why the retainers of the Prince had com- 
mitted the cowardly act of attempting a 
woman’s life, Baron Morioka replied that 
not fora long time ‘afterwards did any 
member of the procession suspect that a 
woman had been among the party of fo- 
reigners. They had never previously 
seen a lady wearing a riding-habit and a 
hat and seated on a horse, and it did not 
occur to them for a moment that they were 
raising their swords against a woman. 
That is certainly intelligible enough. 











RACE HORSES’ STRANGE NAMES, 





+— 

The names that have been given to horses are 
many and wonderful. No small ingenuity has 
sometimes been shown in inventing names which 
shall have some relation to pedigree. A parti- 
cularly neat example was due to the inventive 
genius of the late Earl Stanhope. He was once 
asked to name a house which had Rubens for sire 
and Election for dam. He effected an allusion 
to both parents by naming the offspring Canvas. 
A well-known racing Duke of Grafton of a hund- 
red and forty years ago, who owned a mare Pru- 
nella, called all her progeny, consisting of eleven 
good horses, by names beginning with the letter 
P, after the fashion observed among fox-hounds. 
The same duke owned a Derby winner named 
Tyrant, whose sire went by the strange name 
of Pot-8-os. The usual explanation is that 
when Lord Abingdon, who bred the horse, men- 
tioned to his trainer that he proposed to call him 
Potatoes, a stable boy standing by burst out 
laughing at the absurdity of the name. “So 
you don’t like the name, my boy, eh?” said his 
lordship. ‘ Nevertheless, we shall have it, and” 
—picking up a piece of chalk, and handing it 
to the boy—“if you can write it up over his 
corn-bin I will give you a crown-piece.” The 
boy seized the chalk and laboriously wrote 
“ Pot 8-08,” which so amused his employer that 
he determined forthwith that no other spelling 
should be adopted. Still more singularly named 
were three horses belonging to the Earl of 
Glasgow, who was conspicuous on the turf all 
through the first half of the present century. The 
noble sportsman had a strange objection to 
naming his horses, and many and various were 
the efforts often made to get him to pul 
to them. On one occasi however, his friends 
succeeded in getting him to name no fewer 
than three all at once, and these were the tit 
which figured in Messrs. Weatherby’ 
“ He-h: _ name,” 
“ He-isn’ 





























r and 
‘t-worth-a-name.” The last would be 
suitable for not a few horses, says the Globe, 
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RUSSIA IN KOREA. 


ee gee 
T is alleged that there is no truth in 
the rumour of Mr, DE SPEYER’S recall 

by his Government. The programme of 
official changes is said to be taking place 
exactly as originally arranged ; that is to 
say, Mr. DE SPEYER, before proceeding to 
his post in Peking, goes on leave to St. 
Petersburg, and his place in Sdul is taken 
by the new Chargé d’Affaires, Mr. MaTu- 
TINE, who is now ona visit to Tokyo. 
Of course we are not in a position either 
to deny or to confirm that version of the 
facts, but there is a considerable difficulty 
in crediting it. The state of Russia's 
relations with China at present does not 
render it convenient or probable that her 
new Representative in Peking should take 
a trip to Europe on leave, instead of pro- 
ceeding at once to his post. Moreover, 
as we remarked ina previous issue, the 
tone of Mr. DE SpEvER’S celebrated de- 
spatch to the Korean Government does 
not suggest that an unfavourable reply 
was expected. No threats are used, in- 
deed, but the language has a distinctly 
ominous ring. The irresponsible agita- 
tors who ‘ oppose Russian interests,” are 
spoken of as “idlers claiming to be gifted 
politicians ; ” the resulting state of affairs 
is said to ‘‘ cause great surprise to the 
Emperor of Russia ;” the lending of Rus- 
sian experts to ‘drill the Korean soldiers, 
guard the palace, and advise the Fin- 
ance Department” is attributed to an 
intention of “helping your country asa 
neighbour and strengthening your in- 
dependence ;” the Korean Government 
is charged with not having “ appreciated 
the importance of Russia’s action at the 
time” and with ‘now preventing Russia 
from accomplishing the advantageous and 
beneficial results contemplated by her 
for your country ;” and finally the Korean 
Government is called upon to choose 
whether it desires Russia’s help or not,” 
and is warned that, if it does not, Korea 
“must maintain her independence in the 
future according to her own ability.” 
That this despatch was penned with the 
approval of the Government in St. Peters- 
burg there can be little doubt, but that it 
was penned with any anticipation of elicit- 
ing an unfavourable reply seems most im- 
probable. Upon Mr. DE SPEYER must have 
devolved the responsibility of advising his 
Government as to the course that seemed 
desirable to take under the circumstances 
of Korea's changing attitude towards 
Russia, and it would have been for him to 
predict the probable issue of the course 
that he recommended. No one can doubt 
that had such a course been adopted by 
the Russian Representative in Sdul nine 
months ago—had such a despatch been 
sent to the Korean Government im- 
mediately after Mr. WAEBER’s depar- 
ture from Séul, for example—no one can 
doubt that Korea would have fallen on 
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tinuance of the neighbourly assistance 
which was working for her independence 
and protection, That is precisely what 
Mr. DE SPEYER expected, we imagine. 
He thought that his despatch would im- 
mediately recall the Koreans to their old 
mood of deference and dependency, and 
he had advised his Government in that 
sense. The result, therefore, falsified his 
foresight and placed Russia in an embar- 
rassing predicament, for it was evidently 
impossible that she should insist upon the 
continued employment of her experts after 
she had herself publicly invited Korea to 
decide between retaining or rejecting 
them. Thus we arrive once more at the 
simplest, and therefore probably the most 
trustworthy, interpretation of this interest- 
ing incident; namely, that the Russian 
Representative, confronted by some 
symptoms of ‘recalcitrancy on Korea’s 
part, had recourse to a measure which 
was intended to tighten the leading 
strings, but had the unlooked for result 
of snapping them altogether. Mr, DE 
Spever’s return (o St. Petersburg is easily 
understood under such circumstances. 
Moreover, apart from this particu- 
lar event, there is no  gainsaying 
the fact that the paramount influ. 
ence secured by Russia in Korea prior 
to Mr. DE SPEYER’S arrival in Sdul, 
dwindled to nothing during his residence 
there. Perhaps the causes of the change 
are to be sought in the fickleness of the 
Koreans themselves and in the hopeless- 
ness of moulding their chaotic affairs into 
any semblance of order. If so, Mr. DE 
SPEYER deserves much commiseralion, 
since fate condemned him to deal with 
the cr 





s of an impossible position. From 
every point of view, however, it is a 
Russian failure of no small dimensions, 
As to the suggestion that Russia’s 
move was in consequence of an agree- 
ment with Japan, or that it was made with 
an idea of placating Japan, no such theory 
will survive a moment's reflection. If 
Japan’s sentiments had been in Russia’s 
thoughts, the St. Petersburg Governmeny 
would, of course, have approached Japan 
in the first place, and it does not appear 
that any step of that kind was taken, An 
opportunity certainly presents itself now 
for Japan and Russia to arrive at some 
practically intelligible rendering of the 
Yamagata-Lobanoff Convention, but it is 
an opportunity with the making of which 
no combined contrivance on the part of 
the two Governments can be credited. 





FOREIGN PATENTS IN JAPAN. 
ae 

HE subject of protection for patents 

in Japan has been discussed and 











fully explained more than once in these 
columns, yet to some people il seems 
as perplexing as ever. 
The 


Regulations 


The facts are 
Patents and Trade 
now 


very simple. 
Marks force 
Japan were enacted a great many years, 


in in 





ago—the Trade Mark Regulations in 
1884, the Patents Regulations in 1888 
—solely for the purpose of affording 
protection to Japanese patents and trade 
marks. The drafters of the Regulations, 
as a matter of course, did not insert any 
provision for protecting foreign patents 
or trade marks. We say ‘as a matter of 
course,” for although nearly all European 
States have laws under which a foreigner 
can register a patent and obtain protection 


for it within their dominions, and though . 


Japan would doubtless have been willing 
to follow their example, it was impossible 
for her to do so, owing to complications 
connected with Jurisdiction. 
It should be remembered, too, that Treaty 
Revision has been presumably on the 
verge of consummation for a great many 
years, and that, simultaneously with the 
restoration of Japan’s judicial autonomy, 
all obstacles to the protection of foreign 
patents within the realm could have 
been removed, so that no special legisla- 
tion her part seemed ‘necessary. 
Meanwhile, the law enabled Japanese 
subjects to obtain patent privileges 
for new and useful inventions of their 
own, but did not allow them to steal 
foreign inventions and patent them in 
Japan. The latter point should be special- 
ly noted, for it is precisely the feature of 
the law which is now found to work 
to the detriment of foreign inventors. 
The invention for which a patent was 
sought must not have been “ previously in 
public use.” Consequently, an invention 
which had been already registered and 
used in a foreign country was excluded. 
That was a perfectly just and proper ar- 
rangement under the circumstances. But 
when the negotiations for Treaty Revision 
were opened with Germany, she stipulated 
that, without waiting for the abolition of 
Consular Jurisdiction, her subjects should 
become eligible for the privileges of the 
Japanese Law of Patents. Japan agreed, 
and the other Western Powers followed 
Germany’s example. Now, however, 
the limitation “not previously in public 
use” was found to operate most incon- | 
veniently against the 
unless he registered his patent in the 
first place in Japan, he could not obtain 
protection for it at all. 

If our readers have followed this 
account they will see that Japan was 
in no respect responsible for the diffi-| 
culty. Her law was just and effec- 
tive so long as its purview did not extend 
beyond her own subjects, for whom alone 
it had been enacted; but it was not suits 
able for the purpose to which the German 
negotiators sought to apply it, namely, 
the protection of foreign patents. T¢ 
meet that end successfully it should have 
been specially altered, and the necessary 
alteration was not possible pending th 
abolition of Consular jurisdiction. Q@ 
course this is temporary dilemma 
When Japan recovers her judicial autong 
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my she will be able at once to join the 
International Union for the protection of 
patents and trade marks, the Union which 
Great Britain joined within the past few 
years, We need not enter into an expla- 
nation of the purposes of the Union further 
than to say that the subjects or citizens of 
any State belonging to it are entitled to 
enjoy in all the other States with respect 
to patents or trade marks whatever ad- 
vantages they enjoy in their own State 
under its own laws, Thus patents and 
trade marks duly registered in Great 
Britain, for example, will become entitled 
to protection in Japan. 

It will be seen that there has not been 
any remissness, still less any bad faith, 
on Japan’s part in this matter. She was 
not in a position to act differently, It has 
been charged against her people that they 
have freely copied foreign trade marks 
and often used them for purposes of de- 
ception. The accusation is not to be 
denied. But we must remember that, in 
the absence of restraining laws, other 
nationals have exhibited exactly the same 
propeusity, and some continue to exhibit 
it to this day, 

We offer this explanation because a 
correspondent of the Japan Times has 
suggested that the officials of the Japanese 
Patents Bureau discriminate invidiously 
against foreigners, and because the Kode 
Chronicle has attacked the Japanese law 
vehemently in a leading article. The 
Correspondent’s argument is that whereas, 
since the beginning of 1897, foreigners 
have nominally been entitled to enjoy the 
same privileges as Japanese subjects in 
regard to patents, upon fulfilment of the 
formalities prescribed by law, they have 
almost invariably failed in practice to 
obtain legal recognition of their patents. 
The answer is simply that the patents had 
already been registered abroad, and that, 
consequently, it was not within the com- 
petence of the Tokyo Patents Bureau to 
register them in Japan under the provi- 
sions of the existing law. It is a very 
Unsatisfactory state of affairs from the 
foreign point of view, but the simple fact 
is that the German negotiators brought it 
about by prematurely asking for a privi- 
lege which could not be Practically en- 
joyed under the existing laws of Japan, 
The Kobe Chronicle calls the Japanese 
Regulations “a most iniquitous piece of 
legislation,” whereas they were an ex- 
cellent and just enactment at the time 
of their promulgation; calls them “a 
new law,” whereas they were compiled 
ten years ago; and further describes 
them as “the new law avowedly intended 
to give foreigners protection,” whereas 
they are an old law never designed to 
protect foreigners in any way. The Kobe 
journal evidently labours under a mis- 
apprehension. Its criticism would be 
revelant and just were the Japanese laws 
what it imagines them to be—namely, 





foreign patents—, but as they are no- 
thing of the kind, the criticism has no 
value and is exceedingly unfair to Japan- 
ese legislators and officials, 








CLOSING OF THE LATEST CHAP. 
TER OF THE FAR-EASTERN 
QUESTION. 


oS 

HE first thought that must present it- 
Ak self to every one in connexion with 
the news of Russia's success in Peking, 
is that a crisis which threatened to be 
very serious has passed, and that the 
foundations of a new order of things in 
the Far East have been laid. It seemed 
scarcely possible, at one time, that Great 
Britain, after the high language publicly 
used by her statesmen, could look on with 
folded arms while Russia wrested from 
China concessions very closely affecting 
the latter’s independence. Nor could 
there be any doubt that had England taken 
a resolute stand in opposition, Russia 
would have suspended the prosecution of 
her design. But, on the other hand, Her 
MAjrsTy’s Government probably came to 
the conclusion long ago that the con- 
summation of Russia’s obvious des- 
tiny. could not always be thwarted 
without doing violence to reason; 
that, in short, she must be suffered 
to acquire her much-coveted ice-free port. 
Many Englishmen, Mr. ARTHUR BALFOUR 
among the number, have been saying for 
years that England has no manner of title 
to prevent another Power's attaining 
what she would peremptorily insist on for 
herself as a natural right, and it must be 
confessed that reasonable minds 
hardly take any other view of the matter. 
Besides, the ground assumed by British 
politicians is that they neither claim nor 
seek to secure anything beyond unrestrict- 
ed commerce, and so soon as Russia 
enters the field.in the character of a rail- 
Wway-constructor and port-opener, she 
certainly ceases to be an opponent of the 
liberty or the expansion of trade. England 
was thus placed in a dilem ma between her 
sense of justice and her traditional policy. 
Of course the choice she has made will 
provoke a great deal of criticism, and we 
shall hear renewed laments about her 
waning prestige. But she has adopted the 
just part, whatever may be its worldly 
wisdom. The nations in the Far East 
may now breathe more easily, for the 
moment at all events. Two great pro- 
blems which have long pressed with in- 
creasing force for solution have been 
solved, and have consequently ceased to 
be sources of peril to peace: Germany 
has oblained a pied 2 terre for her com- 
merce, and Russia had found an ice-free 
outlet for her Asiatic trade, Sooner or 
later these two ends were bound to be 
achieved, and that they have been 
achieved peacefully is more than could 
reasonably have been expected 
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the inauguration of an era which may by 
and by bring forth immense results. We 
can hardly come to any conclusion other 
than that Manchuria will be a Russian 
province long before the twenty-five years 
lease of Talien and Port Arthur expires— 
a province 800 miles in length and so0.in 
width, with a superficies of 390,000 
Square miles; a province very nearly as 
large as Germany and France joined 
together. That is a stupendous historical 
incident. It has been talked of hitherto 
as a vaguely probable contingency, but it 
is now presented to us in the guise of a 
virtually accomplished fact. Of course it 
will have an almost immediate sequel, 
England must procure a coaling station in 
North-Chinese waters. Whatever con- 
fidence may be placed in Russia’s pro. 
mises about commercial facilities at 
Talien, the naval position that she has 
acquired at Port Arthur gives her the 
direct command of the tradal route to 
Peking and the Gulf of Pechili, She 
can put her hand at any moment on 
an important artery of British commerce, 
and cut it before effective defence could 
be organized. We presume that England 
will ask for Wei-hai-wei. No other suit- 
abfe station remains, She will probably 
ask for other things, also, but a naval sta- 
tion is almost a certainty. What is China 
todo then? She will have to acquiesce, 
which means that two foreign Powers wilf 
be posted as sentries on the road by 
which supplies of food-stuffs reach her 
capital. Peking will be no longer suit- 
able for the Imperial Court's residence, 
For China, indeed, the time of unrest has 
ouly commenced, but for foreign Powers it 
has temporarily ceased. The atmosphere 
is freed from electricity. Russia and 
Germany have obtained what they wanted, 
and the development of their new 
acquisitions will give them ample occupa- 
tion for several years. The Liao-tung 
incident is pregnant with other great 
results also. Vladivostock’s future is 
destroyed. The Prospect of commer. 
cial importance that lay before it as 
the terminus of the Siberian 
has disappeared. The current of East- 
Asian trade will be deflected through 
Manchuria to Talien, Japan, too, which 
would have stood in the centre of the 
stream, will now find herself at some 
distance from its bank. In short, the 
chapter of Far Eastern history that has 
just been closed will prove the preface of 
epoch-making changes. 
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THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
DOSHISHA, 


ED Cas 
Te Doshisha affair is naturally attract- 

ing a good deal of attention. Several 
correspondents have addressed us private- 
ly on the question. They all condemn in 
very unequivocal terms the conduct of 
the Trustees, but we need not make any 
further allusidatig Oat Having said what 








April 2, 1898.J 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL, 


34t 








we have to say, and finding nothing new 
in our correspondents’ letters. There is, 
however, one point which seems to call 
for another word. It is the Government’s 
action in the matter. Some of our cor- 
respondents are of opinion that there 
devolved on the Authorities the duty 
of instituting a scrutiny into the in- 
tegrity of the Trustees’ behaviour before 
granting their application for official 
classification, One correspondent says: 
—'‘It appears to me that, indirectly it is 
true, but still undeniably, the Ministry's 
cachet of approval has been put upon 
this extraordinary proceeding. _ The 
Trustees, in violation of all moral obliga- 
tions, changed the character of the school 
in order to make it accord with secular 
official standards, and the Department of 
Education, by bestowing upon them the 
privilege which they coveted, has put a 
premium upon wrong-doing.” Another 
writes !—' While [thoroughly agree with 
you that the Government has no concern 
with religious questions and disputes, it 
does seem to me that a Government can 
hardly regard itself as justly absolved 
from all responsibility on oral questions ; 
and, religion altogether apart, the viola- 
tion of a most solemn pledge is surely i 
moral. The first and chief responsibil 
for that must surely rest with the Doshi- 
sha Trustees, like the chief Priests and 
Pharisees who demanded the crucifixion of 
our Lorp. But though PiLaTE washed his 
hands of the guilt, history and the human 
conscience make him a guilty partner in 
the crime. The Mombusho, with a full 
knowledge of the binding character of 
the solemn pledge involved in the Doshi- 
sha constitution, has put its imprimatur 
on the dishonest act of the Trustees. 
The chief guilt is certainly with the Trus- 
tees, but I wish the Government had had 
no hand in the dirty business. . . . Of 
course, if professing Japanese Christians 
(or some of them) are as bad as this Doshi- 
sha business has shown them to be, what 
better can be expected of the Govern- 
ment? But viewing the matter merely 
from thestandpoint of Japan’sinternational 
relations, I am convinced that she would 
have raised herself greatly in the esti- 
mation of the moral section of the foreign 
public—which at least has something to 
do in moulding public opinion—if she had 
held out strongly against such a sacrifice 
of moral opinion as is here involved.” 
Every one must sympathise with the 
sentiment underlying the above remarks. 
It is impossible not to regret that the 
Trustees of the Doshisha should have 
succeeded in obtaining an end which 
they employed such means to compass. 
But we must adhere to our previously ex- 
pressed opinion that the Government had 
no competence to make any scrutiny into 
the matter. The Department of Educa- 
tion would have greatly exceeded its law- 
ful functions had it instituted an inquiry 
into the pros and cons of the complica- 
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tion between the Japanese Trustees of 
the Doshisha and the foreigners who 
founded the institution. There would 
have been no obligation on the side of the 
Trustees to answer questions propounded 
by the Department on that subject, and 
there would have been no lawful power 
on the Department's side to reject the 
application of the Trustees because 
they refused to submit to an inqui- 
sition into matters with which the Depart- 
ment had no authorized concern, An 
office of State, however omnipotent it 
may appear at first sight, must keep 
within the limits of the power vested in 
it by law. The course to be pursued by 
the Education Department with respect to 
a private school’s application for official 
classification is clearly defined by regula- 
tion. Certain forms have to be complied 
with, and certain pledges given, by the per- 
sons responsible for the management of 
the school, and thereafter the Department 
ceases to have any discretion whatever. 
Has it occurred to our correspondents to 
ask themselves how the Department of 
Education could have proceeded to ac- 
complish the purpose they suggest? 
Would it not have been necessary for the 
Department to’ say :—' We gather from 


Y|statements and facts which have come to 


our notice that, in pledging themselves to 
dispense with all religious teaching at the 
Ordinary Middle School of the Doshisha, 
the Trustees are breaking faith with the 
foreign Christians who supplied the 
greater part of the funds for establishing 
the Doshisha. Before considering your 
application to have the school classed as 
a public institution, we require an ex- 
planation of that point, and we shall invite 
a similar explanation from the foreign 
Christians so that we may judge whether 
you are enlitled or forbidden to 
abolish instruction in Christian moral- 
ity from your curriculum?” Does not 
the mere statement of such an attitude 
demonstrate its impracticability ? Apart 
from the total incompetence of the De- 
partment to institute any investigation 
of the kind, we can not doubt that the step 
would have been greatly and injuriously 
misinterpreted. The public, even the 
foreign public, would have said that the 
Doshisha was discriminated against, not 
because the Trustees had broken faith 
with the Christians, but because they had 
once been connected with them and were 
still believed to be in favour of Christian 
propagandism. The Japanese non-Chris- 
tian public would have said that the action 
of the Authorities amounted to an indirect 
avowal of pro-Christian sympathies, since 
they interfered to prevent a Japanese 
school from changing its Christian founda- 
tion. The Japanese Christian public would 
have said that, had the question been, not 
of Christianity, but of Shinto or Budd- 
hism, the independent right of the 
‘Trustees of a school to place it on a purely 


secular basis would never have been 








queried. There is no wise and impartial 
course for a Government except to abstract 
itself altogether from such controversies 
and complications. We beg to point out to 
our correspondent who instances the case of 
PiLaTE and Jesus that the analogy seems 
very imperfect. PILATE was asked to pro- 
nounce sentence of death upon the Naza- 
rene in deference to the clamour of the 
Jewish leaders. He acceded and became 
acriminal to alltime. The Department 
of Education was not asked to pronounce 
any judgment with regard to the dispute 
between the Doshisha and the American 
Board. That question did not come be- 
fore it atall. It was simply asked to extend 
a lawful privilege to an institution which, 
by complying with the requirements of 
the law, possessed a legal title to demand 
the privilege. It seems unnecessary to 
elaborate the point. 

We revert, nevertheless, to our ori 
proposition that the prime responsibility 
for such unhappy and shameful incidents 
as that of the Doshisha rests with the Go- 
vernment. “ Woe unto him by whom the 
offence cometh.” It is not right, it is 
radically wrong, that all Japanese subjects 
with strong religious convictions should 
be injuriously discriminated against in the 
matter of education. Many good men 
can not believe in the benefits of education 
divorced from religious moral trai . 
According to the system now prescribed 
in Japan, such men are condemned to 
the cruel choice of exposing their sons 
to conscription at the age of 19, before 
their education is nearly completed, or 
securing exemption for them up to the 
age of 28 by banishing moral religious 
training from their scholastic career, We 
call it a cruel, a most cruel, choice. The 
Japanese Government is in the position 
of having eliminated religion from the 
educational life of the rising generation. 
It is well understood that anti-religious 
feeling did not prompt this legislation. 
The motive lies in an unlimited applica- 
tion of the principle that Church and 
State should be completely separated. 
But the best of all doctrines may become 
bad by abuse. Religion and the State are 
not separated when the latter virtually 
proscribes the former in the sphere of 
education. Freedom of conscience does 
not exist when people whose conscience 
forbids them to dispense with religion 
in the education of their children, find 
themselves excluded from valuable privi- 
h the State grants to all whose 
consciences are not troubled by religious 
scruples. In our opinion every school 
in Japan which provides satisfactorily for 
the instruction of students in accordance 
with the officially indicated curriculum, 
ought to be classed with, and to receive 
the same privileges as, a public school, 
whatever the religion taught there, pro- 
vided that it be not an immoral form of 
faith. 
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THE DOSHISHA AND [7S CON. 
STILUIION. 
og 

Aw Oven Lerrer To THe TRUSTEES AND 

FRignps or ras Scuoot, Bx J. D. Davis. 


[So many Japanese friends of the Doshisha have 
recently asked the writer ol this letter for the facts 
in regard to the early history of the school, the 
formation of its constitution, and the way in which 
the buildings and endowment were committed to 
to the Doshisha ustees, that it seems best to 
give the facts to the general public, as well as to 
the parties most interested.—J.D.D.] 


In Oct., 1874, when Mr. Neesima, who had 
spent ten years in the Christian schools of New 
England, was about (o return to Japan, he made 
an appeal at the Annual Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Board of Foreign Mi ns, at Rutland, Vi.,, 
for money to found a Christian school in Japan. 
In response to this appeal, about 5,070 dollars 
was then given by earnest Christian men for 
this object. The money, however, was placed 



























in the hands of the American Board, in 
Boston, until their representatives, the mis- 
sionaries in Japan, in cOoperation with Mr. 





Neesima, should approve of its use for a Christ- 
ian school, After his return to Japan Mr, 
Neesima tried for months in vain to get per- 
mission to locate the school in Osaka; the 
Governor refused, because it was to be a Chri- 
stian school, As it was not thought advisable 
to locate the school on a foreign Concession 
either in Osaka or Kobe, Mr. Neesima next 
tried Kyoto, and finally, in the summer of 1875, 
he secured permission to locate the school in 
Kyoto. Mr. Tanaka, the Minister of Educa 
tion, warned him, however, to be very careful 
at first n regard to preaching Christianity, until 
the great prejudice of the people of Kyoto 
against Christanity and against foreigners 
should be alittle dispelled, As soon as it was 
known that a missionary had entered Kyoto, 
and that a building was rented fora Christian 
school, very great excitement prevailed in the 
city and the priests sent a strong petition to 
the central Government to have the evil sect ex- 
pelled from Kyoto, Mr. Tanaka then sent word 
to the Governor of Kyoto, advising that until 
the excitement subsided, Christianity and the 
Bible be taught in the houses of the teachers, 
or outside of the school, ‘This was done for 
about two years, although the Bible was read, 
hymns sung, and prayer offered in the chapel 
of the school every morning, 

When all excitement had subsided, the Bible 
was used and taughtin the class rooms, Soon 
after this was begun, an official of the Kyoto 
Fu visited the school, and, finding that the 
Bible was tanght, complaint was made to the 
Kyoto Fz. The Doshisha, however, stood 
firm and refused to yield, giving as reasons the 
fact that, the excitement being gone, the reason 
for not teaching the Bible did not exist, and 
that, since the Bible contained the most perfect 
system of morality, it was made the foundation 
of the moral teaching of the school, etc. From 
this time forward, the Bible continued to be 
taught in all departments of the school until 
about two years ago. 

At its annual meeting in Kobe, in 1875, the 
Mission gave its approval for the use of part of 
the $5,000, held by the Board in Boston, for the 
purchase of the land where the main buildings 
of the school now stand. In June, 1876, at its 
annual meeting in Osaka, the Mission voted to 
approve of the erection of the first two cheap 
buildings for the school, to be paid for from the 
$5,000. 

From this time forward, with the exception of 
one or two buildings for the Preparatory De- 
partment which were etected with money raised 
in Japan, the Mission, representing the Ameri- 
can Board in Japan, asked the American Board 
for the appropriations for each of the ten dormi- 
tories, for the Recitation Hall, for the Library 
ding, for the Chapel, for buildings for the 
Girls’ School, and those for the Hospital and 
Training School for Nurses, The money for all 
these buildings was given by the American Board 
from funds contributed by earnest Christian 
friends in America for missionary work, and 
the buildings were erected under the super- 

















intendence of the missionaries on the ground, 
in consultation with the Doshisha. 

It was distinctly understood by the American 
Board and by the Mission from the beginni 
that the American Board lad no legal claim 
upan this property, becanse foreigners could not 
hold land in Kyoto. For this reason a Company 
was formed to hold the property. The first 
Constitution was short. The first article stated 
that the Trustees, as they have always been 
called in English, who were the Company, 
should hold the property and see that it was 
used for the maintenance of Christian schools, 
and that they should have charge of all bus 
ness arising between said schools and the 
Japanese Government. 

Anether aiticle said that money contributed by 
the American Board should be expended under 
the direction of missionaries of the Board, after 
consultation with the President and Japanese 
teachers of the school. In the summer of 
1887, some of the missionaries on the ground 
felt that it was desirable to perfect an arrange- 
ment whereby the financial management of the 
school could be placed entirely in the hands of 
the Japanese friends, and a commiltee was 
appointed by the Mission to confer with the 
Doshisha with this end in view, The whole 
matter was discussed by the ‘Trustees aud this 
committee of the Mission, and the present 
Constitution was proposed and finally adopted. 

Tt had been understood from the beginning 
that only Christian gentlemen should be mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees, and the first five 
arlicles of the present Constitution, in which 
Christianity is declared to be the foundation of 
the morality taught in the school, were made 
forever unchangeable. Chapter second of 
the Constitution refers to the Trustees, their 
number, etc., and declares that each Trustee 
on his election must make the following solemn 
promise: ‘1 promise to labor for the interests 
of the Company in accordance with its funda- 
mental principles.” 

With these three safeguards, Christian Trus- 
tees, their solemn promise to labor for the 
intereats of the school in accordance with its 
fundamental principles, and with Cliristianity 
made the anchangeable foundation of the 
school, the Mission and the American Board, 
on being consulted, were satisfied, and gave 
their approval to the Constitution, and th 
for the first time the American Board consented 
to pass the financial management enlirely over 
to the Trustees of the school. However, 
three members of the Mission, nominated by 
the Mission, were made corresponding mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees, to give their 
advice in reference to all matters pertaining to 
the school and its finances. 

This committal of the management of the 
school into the hands of the Japanese Board of 
Trustees was made in good faith, with no ex- 
pectation of ever receiving it back, but in the 
belief that this Christian Board of Trustees 
would be perpetuated and would hold the 
school true to its original purpose and to the 
desire of those who had invested their money 
in it, not for a few years only, but for many 
hundred years. 

Every dollar of the nearly three hundred 
thonsand dollars which were given by the 
American friends of the school during twenty 
one years, was given because of the assurance 
which Mr, Neesima made at the beginning 
and reiterated in every appeal sent forth later, 
whether in America, or in Japan; that it was to 
be a Christian school, and because this same 
fact was made one of the fundamental and 
unalterable principles of the Constitution. 
Without these assurances, the money for 
the expensive buildings wonld never have been 
given; hout these, Mrs, Clarke would never 
have given her $11,500 for the Theological 
Hall ; without these, Mr. Harris would never 
have made his munificent gift of $100,000 for 
the Science School. A letter is on file which 
was received from Mr, Har fter he had made 
his gift in which he speaks of the great satis- 
faction he has in having made this gift, because 
the Science School, in common with the whole 






























of the Doshisha schools, rested on a Christian 
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foundation which by its Constutution is un- 
changeable. 

In December, 1895, when the Deputation of 
the America Board to Japan were about leaving 
on their return to America, President Kosaki 
for the Trustees of the Doshisba, sent them a 
letter in which he asked them to have confidence 
in the future management of the school by the 
Trustees, and gave as one reason the fact that 
the fundamental principles of the Constitution 
were for ever unchangeable, and thal they would 
administer the school in accordance with those 
principles. 

When Mr. Harris made his gift of $100,000, 
the question arose whether he should place 
that endowment in the hands of the Trustees 
of the Doshisha, to be held bythem in trust for 
the school, or whether he should place it in the 
hands of the American Board, in Boston, to be 
held by them in trust for the school, they send- 
ing the interest each year to Japan. Mr. 
Harris was at first in doubt and inclined to 
place it all in America, but some of the mis- 
sionaries of the American Board in Japan, the 
writer among the number, wrote to calling 
his attention to the unchangeable articles of the 
Constitution of the Doshisha, and advised him 
to trust the Japanese and place the endowment 
in the hands of the Trustees here in ‘Japan. 
The result was that he sent $75,000 to Japan 
and kept $25,000 in the United States. 

The Doshisha is not a joint-stock company ; 
if it was and the present trustees had themselves 
contibuted all the capital of the Doshisha, they 
could by a unanimous vote, pethaps by a large 
majority vote, change the fundamental princi- 
ples of the Company. Bat the Doshisha is not 
a joint stock company. It is a trust company. 
The Trustees have not contributed the money. 
The money for nearly all the land and buildings, 
anda very large proportion of all the endow: 
ment funds which are in the hands of the Trus- 
tees, have been contributed and placed in their 
hands by earnest Christian men, for the purpose 
of a Christian school, a purpose which was de- 
clared from the beginning, and which was put 
into the Constitution as unchangeable. Even 
the endowment funds for the Department of 
Jurisprudence, which were raised in Japan, were 
given after the school bad au established reput- 
ation everywhere earnest Christian school, 
and in response to printed appeals in the Japan- 
ese language in which this fact and purpose 
were clearly stated. 

The Trustees of the Doshisha simply hold 
these buildings and this money which is thus 
committed to them fn /rust for the donors. 

Itis a sacred tust. They have no right to 
change the purpose for which the funds were 
given, or to change the fundamental principles of 
the school, without the consent of all the parties 
concerned. The real Doshisha is and always has 
been far broader than the Doshisha Company— 
the Trustees. It comprises within it all the 
Japanese and foreign friends who have conti- 
buted to the funds of the school. In one sense, 
it includes all the graduates of the school, and 
the Kumi-ai churches which have prayed for it 
all these years, to say nothing of the broader 
circle of Christian churches in Japan which are 
so vilally affected by any fundamental change 
in the Doshisha school, 

In the case of such a public trust, be it hos- 
pital, asylum, or school, which has once been 
started in accordance with the expressed wish 
of the donors, it is doubtful if any court of 
equity would recognize the legality of a change 
of the purpose or of the fundamental principles 
of the institution even with the consent of the 
donors, What would a court of equity say to 
the question of the change of the purpose or of 
the tandamental principles of such an institu- 
tion by the Trustees without consultation with, 
or the consent of, those who committed the 
funds in trust to the Trustees? 

It is true that, being foreigners, who could 
bave no legal property righis in Kyoto, the 
American Board has from the beginning waiv: 
ed all claim upon the property of the school, 
aud has trusted the Japanese Trustees, believ- 
ing that, in consultation with their representa- 
tives, the Missionaries in Japan, those Japanese 
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hfully administer the funds 
duct the school during all the future in 
ice with the purpose of its founders as 
@ Christian school: 

Their has not been to make the school 
simply a tool for the propagation of Christianity 
in a narrow way, or simply to train preachers 
of Christianity: The American Board and the 
Mission have been in sympathy with the 
broader purpose of Mr. Neesima from the be- 
ginning, realising that Christian teachers, Cliris- 
tian lawyers, Christian statesmen, Christian 
judges, Christian phy: ins, Christian mer- 
chanis, etc, are just as necessary for the build- 
ing up a solid and lasting civilization in Japan 
as are Christian preachers. Thus, the hope of 
all connected with the school during the most 
flourishing period of its history, the hopes of its 
founder, of the Mission, of the American Board, 
and of the earnest Christian teachers both fo- 
reign and Japanese, who worked side by side 
harmoniously in and for the school during many 
years, was that all the young-men who entered 
would come under “the living and powerful 
principles of Christianity,” to quote from Mr. 
Neesima’s appeal which was published in twenty 
of the leading newspapers of Japan, and that 
they would go out into Japan, as the best and 
most loyal citizens of their country, and as 
faithful earnest Christians in whatever position 
they were called to fill. 

It should also be jome two years 
ago, the relation previously existing between the 
Doshisha and the American Board ceased, and 
the American friends have ceased adding to 
the funds they had already committed in trust 
to the Doshisha, This was contemplated from 
the beginning. The American Board is only 
helping Japan in these ways, temporarily. Ii 
expected from the beginning to cease its aid 
sooner or later. In the case of the Doshisha it 
came sooner thi was expected, but when 
friends have put some hundred of thousands of 
dollars into the hands of Trustees or a Com- 
pany, committing the funds to them to use for 
a specific purpose, which purpose was embodied 
in every appeal which was made for the com- 
pany, and which was also put into the funda- 
mental principles of the Company and declared 
to be for-ever unchangeable, have those Trustees 
or members of the Company who have received 
this sacred trust, no obligation to respect the 
wishes of those donors, nor tokeep the fundamen 
tal principles unchanged, simply because the 
original donors have ceased to put any more 
stock into the Company? To ask this question 
is to answer it. Having come to Kyoto with 
Mr. Neesima at the beginning, and having been 
thus connected with the school for twenty one 
years, and having been all these years one of the 
Tepresentatives of the many thousands of earnest 
Christians in the United States who have given 
their prayers and their money to the school, and 
who are now mourning its defection, and having 
myself again and again appealed to the 
American Board and to those friends for money 
for the buildings, for the yearly grant in aid, 
also to Mr. Harris and to Mrs. Clarke, the 
donor of the Theological Hall, I can do no less 
than state the above facts in reference to the 
founding of the schoo! and the formation of the 
present Constitution. 

The writer cannot close without an appeal to 
the Trustees and friends of the Doshisha, for 
he feels sure that unless this recent action of 
the Trustees is reversed, and the school brought 
back to its original foundation, it will not only 
seriously affect the Doshisha, which can com- 
pete with the government schools only in one 
thing, namely, its Christian morality, but that 
it will afso seriously affect Christianity in Japan, 
and, I further, that it will damage the reputa- 

ay 
The Doshisha is a housebold word throughout 


























































the length and breadth of the United States, it & 


is known more or less widely among many of 
the nations of Europe. The writer is glad to 
see the protests which are appearing, not only 
from the Christians of Japan, but also in the 
secular papers. The more of these protests the 
better for the reputation of Christianity and of 
Japan. The writer feels, however, that nothing 


8a whole, with Western nations. | 





less than a radical change in the present Doshi- 
sha can save the school, and Christianity in 
Japan, and the reputation of Japan, from serious 
injury. 

For these reasons, and because of these con- 
victions, the wriler makes bold to appeal to the 
Trustees of the Doshisha, to its alumni, to the 
Kumi-ai churches and the other charches in 
Japan, and to all the friends of the school, to 
restore the school to its original foundation and 
spirit, to give it a Board of Trustees composed 
of earnest evangelical Christian men, who shall 
be elected for a term of years, instead of for 
life, subject to reélection, and to place the ap- 
pointing power of the Trustees in the hands of 
some responsible body of men who will com- 
mand the confidence of all interested in the 
school, 


For example, if one half the Board were 
elected by the Sokwai of the Kumi-ai churches 
and one half by the general triennial Conference 
of all the evangelical Christians in Japan, all 
the friends of the school, Japanese and foreign, 
Christian and non-Christian, would have con- 
fidence in the school. After all that has hap- 
pened, the writer feels sure that no compromise 
or change less radical than something like that 
indicated above can restore confidence in the 
school or give it lasting success. 




















FAPANESE TEA IN FRANCE. 


eee SS 

The Mainichi publishes the latest report 
received from the honorary Japanese Consul 
at Marseilles. It states that in France there are 
only two wholesale tea merchants, aud one 
joint stock company which was lately organised 
with a capital of 500,000 yen for the purpose of 
importing teas from China, India, and other 
countries. The tea trade in France is not yet 
conducted on a large scale, but it is suggested 
that if proper schemes be adopted large orders 
may be received in France from Switzerland, 
Italy, and Spain. 

The leaf which has hitherto been imported 
into France is chiefly from China and India, the 
demand in 1895 amounting to 728,000 kilo- 
grammes, an increase of 250,000 kilogrammes 
as compared with ten years ago. That fair 
prospects exist for the tea trade in France may 
easily be perceived from these facts. It may 
be worth while to note, the Mainichi adds, the 
answers given by the dealers to the Consul’s 
queries :— 

Question 1.—How is the Formovan tea to be 
criticised as compared with o leaf? Ans.— 


Very few persons ave acquainted with the Formo- 
san leaf, 





Q.—Is there any hope of extending the sale of 
in? 

Q.—How can sales he extended? A—lIt is 
only necessary to send samples 
prices as against the teas from other co 

Q.—With respect to teas the import of which 
hay hitherto been withheld. but of which prospects 
exist for securing a market, how can their sale 
be undertaken? A.—Ihe best way is to establish 
an agency Or agencies in Fiance and to sell the 
commodity at the lowest possible price. 

Q.—OF the teas imported from Japan, Foo- 
chow, Amoy, and Ceylon, which is) best suited 
tothe French? A.—Up to the present Indian and 
Chinese teas, especially that of Fuochow, appeat 
to have secured the public taste. 


Q.—Are there branches or agencies in the vari- 
ous parts of the country for China and Lndian tea? 
A.—No. 

Q—Do the French tea dealers catry on their 
tade on credit? A,—They buy direct from Chi 
nese merchants in cash. . 

Q.—Are abundant stocks laid in at one period 
the purpose of selling the tea at the most 
le time which presents itself, or is the trade 
the system of “ contract bargains"? 
38 is the case, 
Q —What is the condition of trade compared 
with the previous years? A.—Since 1885 the 
rate of increase has been from 20,000 to 25,000 
kilogrammes per year. 

Q.—What are thie principal cities or towns i 
which Formosan ( consumed? = A.—Furmo- 
san tea is not at all suited to the French, though 
it is much used by the English, 


—Yes. 
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GREAT BRITAIN AND THE DIS. 
MEMBERMENT OF CHINA. 
eee 

The following article it published in the 
Yomiuri as representing the gist of rem: 
made by a certain eminent diplomatist wi 
regard to the situation of China :—China is 
so seriously embarrassed by the exorbitant 
claims of France and Russia that she has found 
herself utterly unable to determine what cour 
totake. In this state of perplexity she looks 
upon England as the only Power which may 
serve to lighten her burden by making a strong 
protest against.the proceedings of the two other 
Governments. England has indeed assumed 
an attitude of opposition against the demands 
of France and against the occupation of Port 
Arthur by Russia. But her opposition is 
entirely based on her commercial interests, and 
it is quite natural that she should have con- 
sidered that any bloodshed in the interior of 
China would damage her trade in proportion 
to the extent of the conflict, England justifies 
herself in taking a hostile attitude wherever 
her commercial relations are impaired. She 
had intimated that, should the Chinese Govern- 
ment consent to lease any portion of 
territory to other Powers, she would likewit 
insist upon a similar privilege for herself. 
Her stand on this question seems to have 
been based on military considerations, but 
it involved no other motive than the desire 
to prevent such aggressive Powers as Ru 
and France from formulating a: extn 
vagant demands against China; her m: 
is simply to consolidate her commercial 
in the Middle Kingdom. To attain this end 
however, it is absolutely necessary for her to 
protect China from being dismembered by other 
nations, If England had had in view the ac- 
quisition of a territory for military purposes, she 
would have taken steps similar to'those taken 
by Russia and France, and would have brought 
the complications to a speedy conclusion. Her 
indifference in this respect is an unmistakable 
proof of her unwillingness to take part in the 
race for territorial acquisition, profit being her 
sole aim in her dealings with China, In the 
present state of affairs itis quite impossible to 
predict how far England will go in protest 
against the unreasonableness of territorial 
claims advanced by Russia and France. One 
thing is certain, and that is that she will refrain 
from taking arms until emergencies shall com- 
pel her to take snch a decisive step in conse- 
quence of her commercial situation being en- 
dangered. Yet it is certain that she will 
never hesitate to take, either in the form of 
commercial privil-ges or of tertitory, as much as 
other Powers manage to secure; nay, will 
even endeavour to obtain four or five times 
the amount procured by her rivals, China, 
at such a juncture, must only expect to see her 
vast territory completely dismembered by the 
influential Powers with which she now holds 
diplomatic relations, Nor is it improbable that a 
dispute may arise between these Powers on the 
subject of the inequality of their acquisitions in 
China, and that. they may attempt to decide the 
question by force of arms. Even supposing 
that there is little probability of a deliberate pur- 
pose lo fight on the part of any Power, it cannot 
be denied that a casus belli may at any time be 
furnished by the action of the different squad- 
rons at present demonstrating in the Far East. At 
any rate one thing is certain; China is doomed 
to humiliation and dismemberment. 





























































CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, 
AUSIRALIA & CHINA. 


eee 
The Agent of the Chartered Bank of India, 
etc., informs us that he teceived, yesterday 
morning, telegraphic advice from the Bank's 
London Office that, at the approaching meeting 
of shareholder: the Bank, the Directors will 
recommend a dividend for the half-year ended 
31 December last at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum, [ree of Income Tax, placing £75,000 to 
the Reserve Fund, which will then stand at 
£450,000, and carrying forward £12,000, 
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SENSATIONAL AFFAIR IN SIAM. 
ped veniie aie 
A NEWSPAPER EDITOR ORDERED TO LEAVE. 


The Bangkok Times of the 12th March con- 
tains the translation of a decree by the King of 
Siam ordering the expulsion from the country 
of Mr. J. J. Lillie, editor and proprietor of 
the Siaw Free Press, within seven days. I 
appears from the Bangkok Times that Mr. Lillie 
has been acting as the representative of the A’ew 
York Herald, and, as stated in the decree, he 
has, in that capacity, been forwarding to Paris 
reports distasteful to the Siamese Government. 
Some few days before the issue of the decree, 
Mr. Lillie sent to the Telegraph Office a mes- 
sage which the Department refused to despatch. 
The Bangkok Times says :— 

Mc, Lillie, we understand, protested to Mr. 
Greville, and telegraplied to the Mew York Herald 
that his message had been stopped in contsaven- 
tion of all treaties and conventions. Then dip- 
lomacy got to work, and, having first received the 
consent of the British Government, the Siamese 
Government issued their special decree. This, we 
believe, Mr. Lillie refused to accept on the ground 
that he was not a Siamese subject or amenable to 
Siamese law. But Mr. Greville formally drew 

i 1 to British protection, stating in his letter 

consequence of several insulting articles 
st the King of Siam in the Free Press, he was 
advised by H.B.M. Government to withdraw the 
protection of the British Legation, if the Siamese 
Government. deemed fit to expel Mr. Lillie from 
Siamese territory, There the matter rests, The 
British Minister- Resident, we may say, has acted 
throughout on instructions from the Home Go- 
vernment, 

TRANSLATION OF THE DECRBR OF EXPULSION. 

We, Chulalongkorn, King of Siam, etc. 

To ‘all whom these presents shall come, know 
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es 

yeWrnereas Mr. J. J Lillie, a foreign resident of 
Bangkok, and Editor of the Siam Free Press, 
has repeatedly published in the said paper insults 
against the Sovereign, the Government, and the 
people of Siam :— 

‘And whereas the said Mr. Lillie,has repeatedly 
telegraphed from Bangkok to Europe, with the 
pu port of having it reproduced in foreign news: 

false ews which might result in di 
friendfy velations between Siam and 
States :— 
whereas the said Mr, Lillie also repeated- 
ly sent from Bangkok to Eu 1 the purpose 
of having them reproduced in foreign newspapers, 
alarming communications whereby it was falsely 
asserted that Siam was in a hopelessly disorder 
state, that the tights of foreigners were system 
cally violated and that there was no secu 
either for persons or for their property— 

And whereas it is the right and duty of the 
Siamese Government not to tolerate any longer 
the residence on Siamese territory of a foreigner 
who makes such malicious and injurious use of 
the hospitality granted to him: 

It is hereby enacted, under the authority of 
the King of Siam, and by the advice of His 
Council, as follows :— 

(1) Mc. J. J+ Lillie shall leave the kingdom of 
Siam within seven day: ter the notification of 
the present decree, and, in case of his failing to 
do so, he shall be expelled from the kingd: 

(2) The present decree shall’ be notified to 
Mr. J.J. Lillie, and in so far as itis necessary, 
executed by the Inspector General of the Police 
of Bangkok. 

Bangkok, Friday, the 11th day of March, 1898. 
—China Mail. 

We (Fapan Mail) have not had an oppor- 
tunity of examining the evidence upon which 
Mr. Lillie’s guilt is based. His writings in the 
Stam Free Press have occasionally attracted our 
attention, but, recognising in them merely the 
splenetic vapourings of the callow publicist, a 
figure so familiar in Far-Eastern communities 
—the man who feeds on fault-finding, battens 
upon slander, and bristles with prejudice—we 
have paid little attention to them. His fate will, 
of course, elevate him to the martyr’s seat in 
the eyes of some people, but, for our own part, 
we heartily congratulate the Siamese Govern- 
ment on its courage. The fact that the British 
Representative in Bangkok, acting under in- 
structions from London, withdrew his protec- 
tion from Mr. Lillie, is quite sufficient proof 
that the latter had exceeded all reasonable 
bounds a journalist and correspondent. 
Had there been any possibility if protecting 
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him, his special privileges as a British subject 
would never have been taken from him with the 
consent of Her Majesty's Government. The 
truth is that a most extravagant and absurd 
theory has gradually received public recog- 
nition with regard to journalism. Let a 
man be once placed in an editorial chai 
and he becomes absolved from all obligations 
towards the canons that regulate ordinary con- 
duct, He may be grossly unjust, he may cir- 
culate falsehoods, he may devote his pen to the 
dissemination of partial views, he may enrich 
himself by the sale of sensational fabrications, 
he may stir up international strife, he may sow 
seeds of enmily and mischief broadcast ina 
community, he may, in short, pursue a 
course which would bring execration and ostra- 
cism on the head of any private citizen, 
but, merely because he is a newspaper-man, the 
sacred liberty of the press is held to excuse all 
his immoral licence. Public opinion will sooner 
or later rebel against such an unreasonable state 
of affairs. Great Britain is conspicuously free 
from it, bat her colonies and foreign seitle- 
meuts can not boast any such immunity. Mr. 
Lillie’s fate may, pethaps, prove a wholesome 
lesson, By all meang let us have freedom of 
speech and pen, but on condition that the very 
large obligations it involves are duly recognis 
ed and respected. 














ELSIE ADAIR'S FAREWELL. 


po ag 

‘A bumper house assembled at the Public Hall 
last night on the occasion of the farewell per- 
formance of-the popular comedienne Miss Elsie 
Adair, assisted by a number of local amateurs, 
and a capital evening’s entertainment and fun 
was provided, The programme was departed 
from in several instances, but this detracted little 
from the satisfaction of the audience, who were 
enthusiastic in their applause throughout, The 
first part opened with a well executed trio for 
violin, ‘cello, and piano, by Messrs. H. A. 
Poole, E. C. Davis and C. F. Rhine, which was 
followed by a very amusing comedietta in one 
act, “A Happy Pair,” which, it is needless to say, 
was played with plenty of verve and spirit by the 
fair beneficiaire and owr leading comedian, Mr. 
W. G. Bayne. A character song and dance, 
“Chin Chin Chinaman,” by Mr, L, Plummer, 
was the next item, and was warmly encored, and 


'y | was followed by a capitally rendered song by 


Mr, A. M, Gale, ‘In Happy Moments,” from 
Marifana, A‘ coon” song by Mr. F. M. Go- 
wey, My gal is ahigh born lady,” was equally 
well received and the first part was brought to 
a conclusion by several songs by Miss Elsie 
Adair, which included the popular favourites, 
“Four fingers and a thumb,” and “TI want 
you, my honey.” The singer was repeatedly 
recalled, and was not allowed to retire from the 
stage until she had sung four songs. In the 
second part, Mr. Gale gave another song, 
“She's plain Molly ©,” with good effect; 
Mr. E. Morse contributed two comic sings, 
and the entertainment was brought to an end 
with a clever musical sketch by Miss Elsie Adair 
and Mr. L. E, McChesney, in which a number 
of songs and dances were introduced. Mr. 
Lionel Jupp and Mr. Rhine rendered good ser- 
vice at the piano during the evening. 











AN INTERPRETATION OF 1HE 
KOREAN AFFAIR. 
eee 


Shanghai would not be true to itself did it not 
supply a sensational rendering of the latest 
events in the political arena. The orth 
China Daily News tells us that Russia’s action 
in withdrawing her military and financial ex- 
peris from Korea was the result of an agreement 
with Japan. The latier Power is to have a free 
hand in Korea, and Russia is to enter into pos- 
session of Wei-hai-wei— as the Cassini Con- 
vention allows her to do”—when its present 
occupants have left it. The Shanghai journal 
does not seem to place implicit confidence in 
this presentment of the situation, but neverthe- 
less thinks it worthy of a leading article. We 

















are disposed, for our own part, to class it as 
another “ Cassini,” 
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FAPANEE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
Mee age ae 

The Tokyo Asahi states that the analysis of 
coing at the Osaka Mint will take place on the tst 
proximo, by a process different {rom that adopted 
in ordinary years, ‘The new five yen gold pieces, 
silver subsidiaries, and uickel coins will be 
tested by the new system, The analysis entails 
considerable trouble. 









The brisk demand for coal has led to a rapid 
enhancement of its value. The freight between 
Kobe and Wakamatsu, remarks the Osaka Asa- 
Ai, has also'been considerably raised. In 1892 
the rate was 3.50 yen per ton; in 1893, 4.50 
ven. By 1894, however, it was increased to 
6.50 yen, and this was retained till the end of 
the following year. In 1896 it was further in- 
creased to 7 yen, while this year 8 yen is the 
ordinary rate. poet ett} 

The report of, the Agricultural and Com- 
mercial Department published in the Mainicht 
shows the extent of the failure in the rice crop 
last year. The average amount of production 
per fan was 1.209 kokw in the case of ordinary 
rice, 1.077 oku in the case of mochi rice, and 
0707 Roku for upland grain, the general 
average being 0997 fokw, Compared with 
the past several years the difference is exira- 
ordinary. The figure for 1895 was 144 
Roku and that for the previous year 1.53 Aokw. 


Hokkaido might have been considered 
unfit for the cultivation of tobacco on account 
of the severity of its climate. The Govern- 
ment’s investigation, however, proves the con- 
trary. The soil, says the Zekyo Shimbun, re- 
tains warmth sufficient for tobacco growing, no 
portion of Hokkaido being either geologically or 
topographicaily unsuitable. The tobacco farms 
at present do not exceed 84 cho, but leaf is 
imported from the interior to the value of over 
890,000 yen, while the demand is rapidly in- 
creasing. Tobacco farming in the North can 
hardly fail to be profitable. 














From the iff we learn that a conference was 
lately held between the engineers and stokers 
of the Japan Railway Company and those on 
the Government lines, for the purpose of organis- 
ing ciety to be designated the Railway As- 
sociation, A committee is now busily engaged 
in drawing up the prospectus and regulations of 
the society. Its main object is reported to be to 
preserve strict discipline among the 
drivers, and to secure @ standard of effi 
among them, The assciation will give certif- 
cates of character to members whose services 
are required by Chinese, Koreun, or Formo- 
san railway companies. 











Silver yen pieces will cease to be circulated 
on rst April next, but have still an ex- 
changeable period of five years. e neces- 
sity of shortening this period is beyond ques- 
tion, Among the yen pieces now in circulation 
ounterfeit coins are not infrequently found, 
nd these are proved to be not entirely of 
Japanese make, The lengthy period for ex- 
change facilitates the manufacture in foreign 
countries, especially in Shanghai, of large 
quantities of spurious pieces. Coinage, in fact, 
may be undertaken abroad, by the aid of per- 
fect machinery, in such a manuer as to secure 
uniformity with Japanese coins as tegards 
weight, size, quality, &c, Such an enterprise, 
if it were carried ont, would not only seriously 
affect Japan’s financi dministration, but would 
tend to impair the system of gold currency. 
The authorities have, under these circumstances, 
resolved to present a Bill for diminishing the 
exchangeable period. The Bill will take pre- 
cedence of all other measures in the forth. 
coming session of the Diet, 

















A suggestion has been made in Kobe as to 
the necessity of cultivating friendly intercourse 
between Japanese and foreigners in view of the 
approach of mixed residence. The Kobe 
Chamber of Commerce, asserts the Vomiuri, 
seems to have taken keen interest in this 
auspicious movement, and lately issued a 








circular to the following effect :— 
“There can be no doubt that friendly inter- 
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derstanding between 
will be attended not only 
with considerable age, but with impor- 
tant diplomatic consequences. The Kobe 
Chamber of Commerce has, therefore, after 
consulting with the Président of the similar 
institution in the Settlement, pledged itself to 
cooperate with the latter in future. Step: 
further being taken to secure cdoperation 
with the Chambers of Commerce abroad. 
The Kobe Chamber of Commerce proposes to 
invite the foreign merchants in the Settlement 
to dinner and requests the unanimons approval 
of the native dealers in the town, The cultiva- 
tion of friendship with foreigners is a duty de- 
volving upon the people in the open ports 
throughout the empire,” 


course and mutual 
natives and foreigne 

















Acts of barbarity are still resorted to in 
various parte of the country under the influence 
of superstition. A girl named Sada, in Yokota 
town, Akita prefecture, was lately found to’ be 
demented. One of her relatives concluded thai 
she was possessed by a fox, and declared 
that unless steps were immediately taken 
for exorcising it he would withdraw the farm 
leased to her family. He tnen prepared to drive 
away the fox, and with a dagger unsheathed 
tweated her so rudely that she exclaimed, 
“Cursed be my family and my relations! 
Never shall I be pacified until I kill them all!” 
Assoon as she had spoken these words she 
received fifty sword cuts over the body, and 
immediately succimbed, 








The Tokyo Poor Asylum has under its protec- 
tion at present 552 persons, of whom, according 
to the Zokyo Asahi, 244 ate paupers; 105 are 
per who fell sick while travelling ; 135 are 
foundlings, 67 lost children, and, one a released 
prisoner, These unfortunate creatures are 
supported by the interest on the maintenance 
funds end outlays from the municipal and rural 
districts of the capital, at the rate of 12 sen a 
day for an adult and 10 sem for youths. Males 
above seven years of age are kept in a different 
room from women while a separation is also 
made between sick persons and those is health. 
‘As the able-bodied are not generally admitted 
the asylum, the majority are sick- or 
children, 


According to the Michi Nichi, the financial 
programme for the 31st fiscal year was for- 
mulated ata special meeting of the Cabinet on 
the 18th instant, when the amount of expen- 
diture for the various Government Departments 
was determined. The ten-year programme for- 
mulated by the last Cabinet has had necessarily 
to be altered, but it is a serious error to sup- 
pose that Count Inowye, Minister of Finance, 
has adapted a mere negative policy of 
curtailment. The necessity of post bellum 
undertakings is fully recognised by him. He 
is the earnest advocate of schemes for the 
country’s progress as well as its peace. He 
will, therefore, proceed with the programme 
of armament expansion, but in a gradual 
manner which will avoid financial embarra 
ment and the disorg: ‘ion of the economic 
system, Several curtailments have been made, 
but not to the extent of affecting the pos! 
bellum programme as a whole, the items having 
been altered only so as to meet the requirements 
of the present financial scheme. 












































The porcelain industry in Japan has, the 
Alainiché asserts, failed to make any re 
able advance, owing to abuses th: 
practised 


rk: 
are still 
by) manufacturers. Apart from 
iderations, however, insufficiency of 
eems to be the direct cause of the 
want of progress. A technical school in Tokyo 
has, through various experiments, proved the 
possibility of economising considerably by the 
use of coal in the manufacture of porcelain, 
The estimated saving in this respect was no 
less than 60 percent. as compared with ordinary 
fuel, The porcelain enter is now chiefly 
carried on by small capitalists whose joint 
funds are barely sufficient to provide a 
kiln, To introduce improvements is, with 
these, a matter of impossibility. ‘Yet, as the 
keramic art of Japan makes a valuable addition 
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to her export trade, the manufacture of por- 
celain wares ought to be conducted in a 
anner calculaied to extend their popularity 
in foreign countries, The Morimura Firm 
seems to have succeeded in acquiring consider- 
able profits by securing a special contract with 
the manufacturers, which provides that wares 
imported from America shall always be used 
as models for production, Other manulacturers, 
however, are lamentably ignorant of foreign 
conditions. The chief factor being the scarcity 
of capital, it is necessary that sufficient funds 
should be invesied in this important branch of 
industry, as its development could not fail to be 
a source of immense wealth to Japan. 











Referring to the investigations of the Finance 
Department with regard to the rates ol jerest 
during the three months from October to 
December last, the Kokumin rematks that of 
the sixty-five main districts’ where national 
and private banks are established, the most 
prominént in respect of high interest are 
Miyasaki, Iwate, Hiogo, and Nagasaki, the 
rates paid varying from 16.2 to 18.2 per cent, 
for loans for three months, The lowestschedule 
is noticeable in Ishikawa, Kagawa, and Oita 
prefectures, where loans are issued fora period 
of three months at rates varying from 5.8 to 
7 per cent. Other localities indicate 16 per 
cent. for the maximum, and 8 per cent. for the 
min im interest, Below is a comparative 
table showing the rates of interest for the last 
quarter of the past two years :— 

















Maximum. Minimum. 
pam 
Porcans Bat 
October ...13 35 13-45 19.32 9.69 
November...13.71 13 67 10.45 9.16 
December...13.86 13.92 10.53 9.90 


As for interest on deposits Takasu stands 
percent, aud is followed 
with 7.5 per cent, for three months. 
‘The minimum monthly rate is 3 per cent, paid 
in Shizuoka and Ichinoseki. In other districts 
the maximam is put at 7 per cent. and 
the minimum at 3.5. The highest daily in- 
terest is paid in Sayeki, six sem being the rate 
for 100 yen. Nabeoka pays 5.6 sen, Himeji 
and Kochi 5.5 sen, while Hakodate, Akashi, 
Saseho, Akita, Tsuchizaki, Tsuwano, and Taka. 
matsu retain the rate of five sen, Yawata and 
Sayekiare conspicuous for the lowest rate, 2 
sen—other districts paying 4.9 sen for the 
maximum and 2.1 se for the minimam, 














The Osaka Asahi says that the Osaka Harbour 
énds, amounting (0 17,038 000 yen, were 
originally to be raised within eight years ata 
minimum ptice of 100 yen The money market, 
however, showed at thattime an aspect almost 
of panic, and it was rightly considered that sub- 
sciiptions to vonds at per 100 yen could not be 
secured at present. In these circumstances the 
Public Bonds Regulations were altered, and the 
limit of 100 yen face value was lowered to 95 
yen; and the various banks in the city possessed 
‘of more than 500,000 yen in capital were request- 
edto float the bonds by forming a syndicate, In 
the meantime the 3rd National Bank in Tokyo 
proposed to take delivery of the whole amount, 
the rst installment—r,000 000 yen—for the 
3oth year beng accepted at the rate of 98.18 
yen. The selling price for the 2nd portion 
was tobe determined by a special conf-: 
between the Bank and the Osaka Mun 
Council, and, upon failure to artive at an under- 
standing, by arbitration, The amount to be 
raised for the 31st year is 1,800,000 yen, but 
after neotiating with the Bank; the Conncil 
found it impossible, in the present state of affairs, 
to issue its bonds at a price of 95 yen. The 
public bonds for Yokohama, Kobe, and Nag 
aki were successfully issued al 95 yen with 6 per 
cent. interest ; and the failure on the part of 
Osaka to obtain a similar standard is a reflec. 
tion on its municipal credit, It was resolved 
that despite the contract made with the 3rd Bank 
for its monopoly of the Osaka Harbour Bonds 
for eight years, the amount for this year should 
be raised by a general appeal 10 investors 
throughout the empire, Five per cent. Water 




















Works Bonds at one time attained the price of 
tro yen, and thongh they have gradually tallen 
they still stand at 96 yen. In the light of this, 6 
percent. Harbour Bonds should surely secure 
arate above 95 yen. 











SAD FATALITY IN YOKOHAMA 
CEMETERY. 
- 
The foreign community in Yokohama was 
shocked on Thursday by the news of a peculi- 
arly painful tragedy. About 11 a.m., some 
children heard the report of a revolver in the 
General Cemetery, and ran and informed the 
momban of the fact. The latter, on arrival, 
found the body of a European, which was after- 
wards identified as that of Mr. Frederick Joseph 
Collins, general merchant, of Kobe. Mr. Col- 
lins, who was well-known in Yokohama, where 
he was educated, had been staying for several 
weeks past at the house of Mr. C. V. Schmidt, 
206, Bluff. He wentto Kobe about a week ago, 
and had only heen back in Yokohama a tew 
days. When last seen alive he appeared to be 
in excellent gpitits he was naturally ot @ 
cheerful somewhat vivacious disposition ; 
indeed on Wednesday evening he was particu- 
larly bright, and, referring to some business 
worries, declared that he shoald get though 
them within two months, So for the present 
motive can be assigned, but the inquest, which 
is to be held this morning, will probably throw 
some light on the matter. The weapon used 
was afairly large six chambered revolver, which 
was found beside deceased with one cartridge 
discharged. The body itself was lying beside 
a grave, which on examination proved to be 
that of the dead man’s mother, 

































1HE FOUNDER OF FALE. 


a — 








A writer in an Indian paper rescuses from 
oblivion a number of facts in the life of Elihu 
Yale, a man who, though little remembered, 
enjoyed the sare distinction of fame in four 
continents ata time when travel was a luxury 
for the very few. 

“Born in America, in Europe bred, 

In Africa travelled, and in Asia wed ; 

Where long he lived and thrived, in London 

dead” 

Are the opening lines on his grave in the 
churchyard of Wrexham, North Wales, ten miles 
from Hawarden, His name as a traveller in 
Afiica is now completely forgotten, and in 
England the record from which we have quoted 
was only saved from obliteration by a party of 
Americans who visited Wrexham churchyard, 
and, finding the quaint lines almost effaced, 
caused them to be recut, Similarly, in India, 
the name of Elihu Yale, as one who filled the 
high office of Governor of Madr: 
from public memory, save in con 
the ancedole—doubiless apocryphal—that he 
hanged his butler for leaving his service with- 
out giving him notice. In America, however, 
the name of Yale will live as long as the United 
States endure in the Yale University, named 
after its benefactor in 1718, As Yule was a 
Welshman by origin, though born in America, 
it is probable that the name of Fort St David, 
which the European official and military portion 
of Madras City bears to this day, was given by 
him. More than two centuries have passed 
ce Yale governed in Madras, and it is natu- 
ralthathe should have become a shadow of 
memory ina land which has gone through so 
many vicissitudes. Butin America his name 
will be evergreen in the achievements of famous 
students of Yale.— Zhe Globe. 























Mr. Ikariyama, for eight years Chief In- 
spector at the Bluff Police Station, is to-day 
promoted to the chief inspectorship of the Koto- 
bukicho Police Station, While at the Bluff 
Station his able and courteous conduct of affairs 
gained him the respect and confidence of all 
Bluff residents, who, while pleased to hear of his 





promotion, will regret to lose him. 
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CHRISTIANITY IN CHINA. 
ee 
(ConTRIBUTED BY “ WILL PATTILLO.”) 


It is a strange fact that men as a rule do not 
understand or believe history until itis a century 
old. Few men are capable of reading current 
history correctly, for their prejudices often pre- 
vent them from observing some of the silent but 
mighty currents that are passing before their 
eyes, China to-day presents 2 good illustration, 
There are many clever men, and women oo, who 
believe that Christian Missions in China are no- 
thing less than a useless expenditure of money, 
The only results they see are riots, murders, and 
international complications, Such people are not 
to be blamed or censured for not seeing more, 
for it is just as true now as it was in the days 
of Christ that people have ears that hear not, 
eyes chat see not. Dr. L. S. Baldwin, now of 
New York, but for thirty years a missionary in 
Foochow, China, has recently been to China to 
assist in the celebrations of the jubilee exercises 
of the Methodist Mission at Foochow. People 
who get tired of reading what the European 
Powers are doing or are not doing in the Middle 
Kingdom will be glad to read a few extracts 
from Dr. Baldwin's letter in the New York 
Christian Advocate. In describing his speech 
before a vast audience he said :— 


The old dialect seemed familiar as I used it to 
tell of what God had done during these fifly years, 
When I called upon the first Foochow man who 
was ever baptized to stand up, and Ting Ing Kaw, 
who was immersed with the Rev. James Culder in 
the harbour of Hongkong, arose, and then called 
upon the first child baptized im our Mission to 
arise, and Mis. Yek Ing Kwang stood up, the 
interest was intense. [recalled the time of my 
coming to the Mission, when there were ouly 
twelve members in the Mission, and spoke of the 
thisteen thousand and more in the Foochaw and 
Hinghua Missions to-day, and about twenty-two 
thousand in all our China Missions, Our hearts 
were filled with gratitude to God for His blessing 
upon the labours of His servants, 

Readers of the ¥apan Mail have seen several 
notices during the past year about an Anti foot- 
binding Society-in Shanghai, The following 
action taken by the Foochow Conference will 
be of much interest to lovers of humanity in 
general and especially to those interested in 
China :— 

‘Then Dr. Hu King Eng presented the resolu- 
tions on foot binding which were, (1) that no 
Christians should bind the feet of their daughters; 
(2) that no Christians should betroth their sons to 
bound-footed gitls; (3) that all Chiistian wo 
whose feet have been bound should unbind then 
The first resolution has been the rule of the Co: 
ference for many years, and the practice of w 
binding feet that have been bound has been grow- 

tapidly of latey although it was thought at fist 
that it could not be done. So the Conference was 
quite ready. No debate was needed, and there: 
solutions were wt mously passed. One notable 
fact spoken of was that the leading gentry of 
Foochaw have tecently made public declaration 
against foot-binding, and that the high mandatins 
of the city have petitioned the emperor to prohibit 
both foot binding and eatly betrothals. sis 
one of the important matters in which Christian 
influence has been making itself felt far beyond 
the body of Cluistian chaiches, 

Anotherextract from Dr. Baldwin's letter gives 
a vivid insightinto the really marvellous changes 
that are coming over the Chinese people in 
their attitude to women ;— 

A spirited Epworth League 
held in the evenir 
Brother Miner 












































anniversary was 
«The addresses were by 
nd De. Ha King Eng. Twas 
tuch pleased to hear the earnest words of this 
young Clristian physician, who addvessed the 
large audience with entire sell-possession and in 
a clear, distinct voice, so that she was heard by 
all. She closed with a very earnest prayer; and 
it was difficult for me to tealize that the litle gir! 
whom I baptized thirty years ago was leading a 
whole cor in’ prayer ina place where no 
woman would have dared to be scen in a public 
audience at the time she was born, or for many 
years afterward, 
Then the Doctor closes his interesting letter 
with these striking words :— 

Ichas heen every way a worthy celebration of 
an importantepoch, It is neatly thisty-nine years 
since T entered upon work bere. ‘The progiess is 
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amazi The numbers have already been men 
tioned, but they are only a feeble indication of 
what las been accomplished. Fiom the old days 
of a partitioned corner for the few women who 
would venture to come to church, to this large, 
open church, with tee hundred women and gitls 
all ready to take part in the service, and speaking 
joyously in the great congregation of their own 
happy experience, is indeed a vast stiide. From 
the days when the feet of our leading women were 
tightly bound, and they thought their daughters 
would be degraded for life if their feet were not 
hound, to these times when ninety-seven women 
who have unbound their feet tise in one audience, 
and both the Women’s Conference and the Annual 
Conference pass unanimously resolutions that all 
bin of feet shall be prohibited and that all 
bound feet shall be unbound, is indeed another 
vastadvance, From the time when the mandatins 
were all unfriendly, to these days when the Tartar 
general kindly loans a crane from the arsenal to 
lift the immense timbers of our new church into 
place, is another great change. The good cheer 
and confidence with which our preachers step owt 
into the second half century is an augury of suc- 
cess and victory. 

If any one can read these extracts and still 
assert that Christian Missions are a failure or 
that they are making no progress in China, then 
such a person is incapable of understanding 
truth unless it lie parallel with his prejudices or 
previous beliefs. 
































KOREAN NOTES. 


ees 
A scene in Séul, as reported by the Zndepend- 
ent — 


Last Saturday afternoon a few officers of the 
Imperial guard and a dozen or so ol the Ham 
kyeng Do contingent (most of whem speak Rus- 
sian) assembled on the balcony of the Cotton Ex- 
change in Chongno and announced that they 
wanted to addtess the people on political questions, 
This announcement brought out several thousand 
people from all parts of the city and before many 
minutes the whole street was simply packed with 
humanity of all descriptions who were eager tu 
heat what these Nocthern orators had to say. But 
for some inexplicable reason these orators did 
deliver their speeches, ‘The populace became im 
patiewt and called loudly far speeches, but the Nouth- 
ern Demosthenes contnmed to assume the attitude 
of a sphinx, An old citizen with a flowing white 
beard went up to the balcony and said that he 
came there to heat some speeches from the Nut- 
thern friends, but the would-be orators were se 
shy that he would say a few words if the andience 

him, The request was unanimously 
‘The old man siatted lis speech by 
scorching cematks against the inter- 
of the Russian legation, Kim Hong: 
The officer of the Imperial guard, who 
was acting as a sort of chairman, ordered 
orderly 10 seize the speaker and take him 
down from the stage. The outrageous action of 
the officer enraged the audience. They husled 
stones at the assembly of the Hamkyeng contine 
gents and shouts of “down them" tervified the 
indisctert aimy officer, He begged the pardon of 
the populace for his hasty action and escorted the 
old man up to the balcony again, The restored 
speaker thanked the audience for the vindication 
of his rights and completed his speech amidst 
great applause, The officer detained th 
un the balcony and told his men to take him along 
to the barracks. ‘The intention of the officer was 
kvown to the people and they-ayain threw stones 
at the assembly on the balcony and some of them 
tushed up the stairs with shouts of * villany.” 
The army officer and his braves hastily made their 
exit Uhrough the back windows of the exchange 
‘Thus ended the mass meeting of last Saturday. 
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The Independent, as nothing but hearty 
praise for Russia's sympathetic consideration in 
giving Korea an opportunity to dispense with 
foreign aid, It accepts the whole arrange: 
ment in good faith, and defies ‘ the corses- 
pondents of foreign papers to find an ulterior 
motive for the honorable way in which Russia 
has acted.” 


The members of the Independence Club in 

1 have submitted the following memorial to 
the Councillors of State :— 

The teply which the Foreign Office has made 
to the Russian Mi ister conce: the discon 
tiouance of the services of the Russian military 
instructors and the finance adviser, reveals to us 
the divine wisdom aud intelligence of our Im- 
petial Majesty and the patiotic motives of your 





















ies. We, on behalf of our twelve million 
fellow citizens, desire ta express our gratitude to 
you and assure you that we are one and all 
rejoiced over the wise decision your Excellencies 
have reached in the matter, We pray that your 
Excellencies will more carefully consider the 
future policy’ of one government with the object of 
ameliorating the condition of our people. 














Mr. de Speyer's reply to the despatch of the 
Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs, intimating 
Korea’s desire to dispense with the services of 
the Russian experts, was as follows :— 


Sit, —I wish to acknowledge the teceipt of yi 
despatch of the 12th inst. in which communication 
you have intimated to me that your govern 
ment intends to send an ambassador to St. Peters- 
burg. have just been instructed by my Imperi 
Sovereign to inform you that the sending of 
envoy is not at all necessary and the Russian 
Government does not care to receive any mes- 
sage of thanks. Russia only desires:to extend her 
friendliness, Lut she never cares to force it 
anys Your government asked us to. send 
military instructors and a finance adviser and we 
complied. But now your government consi 
that Russian officials are no longer needed, and 
you state that Korea can manage her own affairs 
without aid from Russia, Russia only congratu- 
lates Korea upou having made such progiess in so 
short atime that she is able to maintain ber 
dependence unaisisied by foreign instructors and 
advisers. 

T have alveady instructed our military officers 
and finance adviser to discontinue their duties in 
the Korean services 









































(signed) A. pe Sprayer. 
(dated) Match 17th 1898. 
A pro-Russian patty has been organized in 


Korea. Its beginnings are thus described :— 


About eight Koreans fiom Hamgkyeng pro- 

fe, most of them having a smattering know- 
ledge of Russian, have organized a sort of society 
amang themselves for the purpose of propagating 
the doctrine that Korea must be under the pro- 
tection of Russia, The leader of this moven 
is said to be a man named Kwon Dongst, who is 
a native of Fusan. He went to Japan some years 
agoand attempted to murder tie late Mr. Kim 
Okkitn and his friends with Hong Jongwo,Ye Si 
jik and others, Hong succeeded i . 
Kim in Shang Wand Yetriedtheir luck 
in Ja nce Pak Yunghio, but 
failed, After the Japan-China war Kwon went to 
Viadivosiock and attempted (o muster out some 
Russianized Koreans for the purpose of attacks 
ing the then existing government, but he failed 
again in thal enterprise. Kwon bas now become 
the leader of this movement and he is said to be 
sanguine as to the success of his present scheme. 
They intend to memorialize the Throne first, ine 
forming His Majesty of the necessity of Korea’s 
becoming a protectorate of Russia. Then he will 
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send out his orators to convert the people to his 
Hong Jongwo and his com:ades are said 
in 


theory. 

to be organizing another memorialist crowd 

Sadong of this city with the intenti 

His Majesty to kill off all the traitors who were 
nected with the affair of October, 1895. 

















CHINESE NOTES. 
ES eae 

Apparently the discovery has been made in 
Shanghai that China's “rejection of the offer of 
a guaranteed British loan was because no 
were forthcoming.” This “ startling revelation,” 
as the W.-C. Datly News calls it, furnishes the 
text of a very violent article in that journal, 
wherein Chinese corruption and so forth are 
denounced in sweeping terms, and the Foreign 
Representatives in Peking are accused of ‘‘al- 
lowing themselves, afier a few undignified 
struggles, to be securely entangled in the folds 
of the soporific net whose meshes are woven 
of plausibility and bluff” It is quite plea- 
sant_and edifying to read the diatribes of 
Far-Eastern editors gifted with the divine affla- 
tus of diplomacy. If only they could be placed” 
in charge of British interests, how splendidly 
the affairs of the little island would prosper! 
We may observe, en passant, that the British 
Government never made an “offer of a guar- 
anteed loan to China.” What happened was 
that China asked for such a loan, and that 
Great Britain signified her willingness to give 
it upon certain conditions which proved incon- 














venient, The two things present themselves 
to us under totally different aspects, but pro- 
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bably only a “hypnotised diplomat” would 
trouble himself about such distinctions. 





On February 28th the blacklegs of Héngshan 
(in Hunnan) took advantage of a festival, when 
reets were crowded, to raid the Christian 
mission in that city and pull down the house. 
No personal injury was suffered by any of the 
Cor! Dr. Griffith Johu thinks that the 
incident will bear good fruit, In fact, these 
occurrences have the effect of invoking official 
interference on behalf of the Christians. 











There seems to be no doubt that a large por- 
tion of the Ji&in hitherto collected by local 
authorities in China and devoted to local pur- 
poses, is now to be taken for the use of the 
centtal Government, Viceroy Liu of Nanking 
has been ordered to close all the tea, salt, and 
other /ikén stations throughout his jurisdiction, 
preparatory to the transfer of the duty of collect 
ing’ that revenue to the Imperial Maritime 
Customs. 














NEWS OF THE WEER. 
pe 

On Saturday Marquis Ito received from the 

hands of M. Harmand, the French Minister, 

the decoration of the Legion of Honour con- 

ferred on the Premier by the French Govern- 


ment. ait 

The Scotch proverb, ‘A’ thocht can cure 
and a thocht can ki fully borne out by 
modern science. Worry, which often begins 
ina single, troubling idea, injures the cells of 
the brain beyond repair, and as the brain is the 
nutritive and controlling centre of the body, the 
other organs are gradually impaired, disease 
ensues, and finally death. 














Wherever an Englishman has set his foot 
there also a beer bottle can generally be found 
A two-dozen case of Bass is reported to have 
been discovered by some of the officers of the 
British Squadron at Chusan in a cobbler’s shop 
at Tinghai the other day, It had been there 
since Chusan was occupied by a British force 
over fifty years ago. 











Anawering a question put to him in the Honse 
of Commons on February rath, Mr. Curzon, 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
said arrangements had been made by which 
Mr. G. Jamieson, H.M, Consul-General at 
Shanghai, would undertake the duties of Com- 
mercial Attaché in China ; but a similar arrange- 
ment could not be mad Japan. 


A home paper of last month says:—The tidings 
of the demolition of No. 15 Furnival's Iun, where 
Pickwick was conceived, should fill admirers of 
Dickens with regret. A few days ago the 
Society of Arts tablet was removed, and now 
the wotkman’s pick-axe and crowbar are 
rapidly destroying the building—indeed, one 
can scarcely distinguish the outline of the 
doorway for the mortar dust with which the 
Ion yard is filled. 


Mr. Ernest Clement, hon, librarian of the 
Asiatic Society of Japan, writes that in accord- 
‘ance With the instructions of the Council of the 
Asiatic Society of Japan, he gives notice that the 
Library of the Society will be open daily (Sun- 
days excepted), beginning on Friday, April 1, 
from 3 to 5 o'clock p.m., for the use of mem- 
bers only: The Library is in the south wing of 
the Parish Building, 54 Tsukiji, Tokyo. 

















Yokohama was alive with alarming bunders 
on Wednesday afternoon, from some of which 
if any credence were placed in them, we should 
be forced to believe that war had been declared 
between Great Britain and Russia. The canards 
appear to have been founded oa certain private 
telegrams said to bave been received in town 
and the purport of which naturally became 
grossly exaggerated in course of circulation 
from mouth to mouth. 


Accable has been received at the Yokohama 
office of the P. & O. Company to the effect that 
the mail steamer C4ina, homeward bound from 
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Australia, went ashore on the 24th instant at 
Petim. The mails and passengers were trans- 
ferred to the Carthage, belonging to the same 
Company, which left on Saturday for Brindisi 
and London. There were no casualties either 
to crew or passengers. Among the latter are 
supposed to he several from the Far East, who 
joined the China at Colombo, including Capt. 
Pollock and Mrs, More from Yokohama, No 
details, however, are to hand. 





The Indian Planters’ Gasette bas the follow- 
ing amusing hit at Lord William Beresford :— 
“ England has cause to be proud of such men 
as Wellington, Nelson and—er—my brother 
Charlie!” (Spontaneous remark of a popular 
noble lord, over-heard in a railway carriage, as 
reported by Mr. John Corlett.) Brother Charlie 
ought now to turn round and say “India has 
cause to be proud of such men as Warren Hast- 
ings, Bobs, and—er—my brother Bill!” 


A new steam-launch for the Club Hotel, 
Li as just been launched by the Yokohama 
Engine and Iron Works, The new launch is 
astaunch and tim little craft, with a commo- 
dious cabin forward. She is 50 ft. in length 
overall, 47 ft, between perpendiculars, 9 fl. 6 
in, extreme breadth and 5 tt. g in.decp. The 
boiler is return mulutubular; the engines are 
compound surface condensing, and with a work- 
ing pressure of 120 Ibs. to the inch. The pro- 
peller is 3 ft. 6 in, in diameter and it is ex- 
pected the launch will attain a speed of over 
ten knots, 


















It will interest many besides the Freemasons 
of Japan, says the Atego News, to know that in 
a letter just received here, Mr. J.Mortison Mc- 
Leod (Secretary of the Royal Masonic Institu- 
tion for Boys) writes :—* The boy Dallas, who 
is in onr school and whose father belonged to 
your district, is doing very well, and has just 
passed the preliminary examination conducted 
by the Cambridge University, gaining a second- 
class honour, which is very creditable for a boy 
of his youth.” The School is celebrating its 
Centenary Festival in June, and one of the 
Stewards thereat will be the present W.M. of 
the Rising Sun Lodge (Kobe). His list of do- 
nations, practically all subscribed in Kobe, 
already exceeds £50, and there are some few 
sumsalill expected ere he is compelled to close it. 








Oxford has now won the ’Varsity boat race 
for the ninth year running, Cambridge not hav 
ing seen its colours carried to the front since 
1889, when it won the race in 20m. 148ec8., by 
three lengths. The senior University has now 
32 wins to its credit and Cambridge 22. An 
explanation recently given by a well-known 
oarsman for the long continued siiccess of Ox- 
ford in these inter-university contests is the 
migration of all the best Eton oars to the “ city 
of churches and spires,” only a very few Eton 
rowing-men going up to Cambridge. There is 
a lot in this theory ; while of course il must not 
be forgotten that the Cam is a mere ditch even 
compared with the Isis, Ihe wonder is that with 
such a tiny stream on which to practise, Cam- 
bridge succeeds in turning out oarsmen at all. 





Yet another fire in Kobe. Early on Tuesday 
morning the house on the Hill occupied by 
Mr, Arnold Mola, near the Church Mission 
school, was burnt to the ground, and acarcely a 
particle of the furniture could be saved, Mr. 
Mola, the Chronicle learns, about two o'clock 
detected smoke in his room, and on’ proceeding 
to ascertain the cause found it to emanate from 
his wife's room, where a lamp had apparemtly 
exploded. Alarmed by the flames, Mr. Mola’s 
first consideration was to remove his wife and 
child to a place of safety, and all the inmates 
had to escape scantily clothed, takii.g refuge in 
the house of a neighbour. In the course of an 
hour the house, which stood in its own grounds, 
was completely gutted. ‘The flames had leaped 
across to the rear premises of Mr. Milne’stesid- 
ence, bul the fire brigades got to work in time 
to save the house. Mr. Mola, we understand, 
is insured for $5,000, but we fear his loss will 








not be covered by that amount, The house 
belonged to Mrs. Nankivell and was insured. 





ANOTHER BIG FIRE Al TOKYO. 


A eS, 

Another fire broke out in the neighbourhood 
of Hongo, Tokyo—at No, 15 Sanchome. 
Tenjin-cho—on the 25th, at tris p.m. The 
strong nottherly wind rapidly spreud the flames, 
and over 150 houses were reduced to ashes. 

Five firemen and two engineers attached lo 
the engine-pumps were injured. The loss 
suffered by the Tokyo Fire Insurance Company 
amounted to yen 10,000 for 26 houses insured, 
and the Meiji Fire Insurance Company lost 
yen 1,300 for 4 houses. 

On Wednesday shortly before noon a fire 
occurred in Kuruma-cho,Tsnkuda-jima, Nihon- 
bashi, Tokyo, and some 36 houses were burnt 
to the ground, 








JAPANESE SILK REGULATIONS. 
fae oe gee 
The Official Gasetée of the 2gth contains the 
following notifications :-— 
We hereby give sanction to the provisions re- 
garding the inspection as well as the classification 
aw silk, and Ht of encomagement 
dance with Law No, 
48 issued i Meiji, embodying the 
Regulati for the encouragement of the duect 
export of silk, and direct the same to be pro- 
mulgated. 
(Imperial Sign Manual and Great Seal.) 
March 26 bof the gist yeas of Afeiie 
(Counter‘signed.) — Count Inouye Kaonu, 
Minister of Finance. 
Baron Ito Mivost 
ister of Agriculture and 
omane: 
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Orpinance No, 51. 

Art, L—The wepeciis if raw silk shall be 
undertaken at the Raw Suk [aspection Office with 
reference to the items m-ntioned below :— 

1, Oviginal weight. 4. Fineness. 
5. Nibs. 


Impert 











Ast. HL Silke will be held to have passed ex 
nation ay tothe above pacticulars when more 
1 §00 catties of raw silk are found to fulfil 
the folluwing’ provisions :--(@) Lustre and clean- 
ness to be w throughout; number of breaks, 
not more than 3; diff-tevce in fineness, 2.5 

aber of nibs wot more than 50. (6) 





























Jeanness to be uniform 5 nber of 
“6; difference in fineness, 
than 100. (c) Unifor- 


so5 breaks not more 
weness, 5 denier 5 nibs not 








ifference in fil 
more than 150. 

Art, LL—'The amount of encouragement funds 
shall he calculated o1 determined according to the 
following classification, fractions of a catty being 
excluded from the calculation :— 





Yen. 

For every 100 catties of raw silk qualified 
in cespect of qualities specified 1 (a)... 
very 10% Gatties of caw silk qualified 
with () 
catties of 
conformity with (¢) sve 
















CORRES?PONDENCE. 
= -— 


JAPANESE LORE OF THE SEA.” 


‘To tax Epitor or TH " Jaran Matt.” 

Sin,—With reference to thy y in the article 
«Japanese Lore of the Sea,” published in your 
issue of the Igth inst., #3 10 where a legendary 
woman's island ix to be found in Japan, may 
state that ow the east coast of Oshima (Vries 
th frome Haber mie 












to, 
s 2 on the seashore, en. 
closed by a stone wall. which is known as "Ot 
shrine,” and where wom from Habu still go and 
offer prayers and sactifice. Near by, ovlya few 
yards fiom the beach, there rises above the water 
a tock (it could scarcely be called an island, p 
perly) seme 20 feet in height and probably m 
su Sor 10 feet in diameter; this is known as 
O-tani’s Island.” 
Some years ago, when I visited the istand for 
the prrpose of doing missionary work, T went to 
this spot, in company with my interpreter and sonte 
ato. Of these I ingnired 
about this woma who she was, when she 



































died, aud in virtue of what she has been deified 
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and enshrined, etc, but no one knew anything 
beyond that she was a woman (and thatis indeed 
insctibed on the shrine) and had died on this 
spot, some hundieds of years ago. Whether 
she died on the spot where the shrine stands or 
out on that rock, is not known, as either place is 
held sacred in her memory. 

The rock being almost perpendicular on all sides, 

is impossible to climb it without special aid. 
There is nothing on it suggestive of its being held 
sacred, but the islanders all know it by the name 
oned, 

Had I been sufficiently interested in the matter 
al the time extensive inquiries might have revealed 
all the details concerning this traditional woman, 
but my object at present is simply to auswer the 
wriler’s query:—"' Where is any legendary 
wom: island to be found,” leaving the rest for 
the person interested to out. 

Hoping this little information may in some 
degree prove serviceable to you. 


T remain, yours uly, 























F, O, BERGSTROM. 
Takayama, Hida, March 23rd, 1898. 


A CRY FOR HELP. 


To tHe Epttor of THE “JAPAN MatL,” 

Sir,—Your readers are aware of the disastrous 
fire which swept over a large section of Hongo on 
Wednesday morning, carrying away over a thou: 
sand houses, and leaving hundreds of people 
homeless. ‘The local authorities have been doing 
their utmost to provide for the most needy, and 
already private charity has heen coming to their 
relief; but much still remains to be done. Ar- 
rangements are being made to organize a Reliel 
Commitiee among the Japanese ; and I venture to 
solicit contributions from ary of the foreign com- 
munity who are disposed to help in this time ol 
need. 

As the officials of the Hongo Ward Office are 
best acquainted with the actual condition of the 
sufferers, all sums sent me will be acknowledged 
and handed to them for dist: i 

Kindly address me at the Central Tabernacle, 
Hongo, Tokyo. 

Very sincerely yours, 


HARPER H. COATES, 
Tokyo, March 25th, 1898. 























YOKOHAMA FORESHORE. 





‘To tas Epitor or THE “ Jardw Mai.” 

Sir,—Your article upon the Yokohama Fores 
shore again suggests to mea scheme for the im- 
provement of this harbour which ought to be urged 
tupon the proper authorities, It is this: —Widen 
the northern breakwater, build warehouses upon it, 
and connect it by sail with the ‘Tokaido road, 
Ships could then go alongside, cargoes would 
require but one handling here, lighterage aud 
damage would be lessened, and the capacity of the 
port multiplied. “There would be no difficulty in 
such a work, and abundant foreign capital can be 
obtained for it, provided a proper concession be 
accorded. 

The foreshore of the Bund ought not to be filled 
in. It should be dredged. The harbour is too 


small now, 
G.H.S, 








Yokvhama, March 28h, 1898. 


A HINT TO STUDENTS. 
Vo tne Epitor of THe “Jaran Mato” 

Sin,—Every foreigner attempting to gain a fair 
taintance with the Japanese language is under 
sto Me, Lay for his worl on 
Chinese characters, Through its aid the number 
of those able to read newspapers and books 
without the kana will some day be reckoned by 
stead of units, Ln convenience of reference 
the second editi is a matked improves wt on 
the first, and yet Ihave found that by means of a 
supplemental marking 1 can use the book with 
twice as much ease and rapidity. This [ venture 

to recommend to others through your columns. 
My custom in searching for a character is to 
grasp the leaves in my left hand and coll them from 
undee my thumb (to find first the radical; 
but thus I can only take in ata single glance 
the radicals in the left hand margin. It is 
very inconvenient to keep glancing from the 
left margin to the right. So going to a print 
ing office I Wad a boy bring me, one after 
another, typrs of all cadicals appearing in the 
tight hand margin, and with shu printed them 
directly opposite in the margin on the left. Thus, 
when rapidly twirling the leaves, while keeping 
iny eye fixed in one direction, I can spot my radi- 



































cal in an instant, and know by the colour if its 
characters chance to be on the right-hand page. 

From the printers I took the ten numeral types 
home with me, and at the upper left hand corner 
of this same left hand page, all through the book, 
printed with red the number of strokes in the 1adi- 
cals appearing on that page. Thus from ie 
to FR it would be PY at the head of the marginal 
radicals, and Jf, from Y% to W- 1 also stamp. 
ed the proper numerat im the margin and in its 
square, by the first of the one stroke, two stroke, 
three stroke, &c., tadicals. 

As I twit! the leaves from the back of the book 
toward the front, it is desirable to know when about 
to pass {rom the six sts oke radicals to the fives, and 
from the fives to fours, &c, so I printed a star 
by the numbers where the six first appeared, 
two stars on the next page to the right where it 
next appeared, three on the next, atid so on up to 
five stats, doing this for each set of different 
stroked radicals. Thus réshimben (ip) would 
have at the top of the page P*, the next page 
PY", the next PY***, &c., up to five stars. 

Thave gone further secently, and following the 
example of the native dictionaries, I | 
the radicals whose characters cover more than a 
page, indicated where the characters of five, eight, 
ten, and thirteen stokes in addition to the tadical 
begi 

fi I have made myself clear, and the reader will 
put three or four hours into this, he will be able 
after some practice to find a Chinese character 
almost as quickly as a word in Hepburn's 
Dictionary, Of the above by far the most im- 
portant, of course, is the tansferting all radicals 
to the left hand margin, and putting the number 
of strokes in the radical at the head of the columu 
at the upper left corner of the printed marginal line. 

Yours tuly, SOJOURNER. 

Kagoshima, March ath, 1898. 


THE DOSHISHA 


To tHe Epiror ov THE “Japan Matt.” 
Sip,—After carefully considering the Doshisha 
affair, I am compelled to come to certain con- 
clusions which seem to me inevitable to any per 
son of normal moral faculties, If lam ineotect, 
T should like to have pointed out wher 
It seems to me that the American Baard 
and its Missionaries who have given so many years 
of consecrated service in Japan, and the generous 
donors who have given so much wealth unselfishly 
and philanth:opically fo: what they deemed would 
be the greatest good of an alien people, are en 
titled to the sympathy of every fair minded pers 
over the miscarriage of their plans and th 
disappointment, and especially when brought 
about by methods (and by men) which must 
render the disappointment doubly keen. 1 
seems lo me a question not of theology but of mo= 
cals and common honesty t while it does not 
relieve the guilly at the same time must it not be 
conceded that the donors were not sufficiently 
specific in defining the purposes aud policy of the 
school, and not sufficiently careful in selection of 
those in whom to repose confidence? Weve they 
hot oo confiding Yet out of theirsad experience 
may tot good be derived: namely, that donors 
of property to charitable and religious purposes 
in the future will be mote careful in defining (heir 
purposes, and in teposing confidence? Furtunate 
ly, as Tam informed, the new Code goes into effect 
in June, which allows a donor for religious and 
charitable uses to make almost any reasonable 
restrictions and conditions he may please as to the 
use of the property, and the Courts will see that 
the will of the donor is carried out. 

2.—Althongh it is conceivable that the Trustees 
might have conducted a Christian School though 
not in harmony with the ideas of the donors and 
of the Missionaries, and thus have obeyed the 
letter of theit trust, it would seem that a conscien- 
tious trustee would endeavour to give effect to 
the intention of the trust as nearly as possible, and 
only depart from it so far as it became really im- 
possible (0 carry it out. A (rue ethic is governed 
by the spirit, cathe: than by the letter, TC will not 
take refuge behind a mere verbal technicality ; and 
when it can no longer in accordance with con 
scientious convictions cairy out a trust, it will re- 
sign it to those who can, 

3.—L have read Ms. Yoko's defense of his action 
and that of the trustees, and, judged impartially, 
without reference to the opinions of either side, it 
seems sell-condemmatory, for in the first place, if 
they have abandoned the Christian chatacter of 
the school which was entrusted to their keeping, 
they have betrayed asacted trust which they should 
have resigned. If they have only abandoned 
it in appearance, in order to obtain the Gover 
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pent exemption {rem conscription, while retain 
the Christian character of the school in fact, as he 








virtually says, then they are playing falsely with the 
Gove nt. So in either case it appears that 
they are acting contrary to sound ethical pri 
ciples, and ate condemned by Mr. Yokoi’s own 
argument, 

His pleading is characterized by too much of 
that shiftiness and subtlety and lack of “com 
cial morality" which some foreigners complain is 
too prevalent in the Japanese character; though 
it must be confessed not to be without some emi 
nent examples in other countries. But this latter 
fact is no justification ; it is wong all the same. 
Some seem to think the tesponsibiluy for the 
action of the Doshisha Trustees will not fall upon 
the Japanese nati nevertheless, 
whether tightly or wr 

It will affect confidence in this nation abroad. 
People will argue :—"* We kuow that the natural 
and logical effect of Christian training is to 
produce a high moral ideal. Here are certain 
men as good’ naturally as the average, more 
likely better than the average, of their people. 
They have had years of Christan training, were 
honoured and trusted by their teachers for years 5 
some of them have had the advantage of the best 
taining in foreign colleges, and yet, after all thi 
they have ppointed oue expectations cor 
cerning their moral action, Whom then can we 
tuust? This action can not be said to be the 
result of their Christian training fur it is not in hate 
mony with it.” 

4.—The action of the Governme: 
of gra exemption from conscription seems 
hardly according to that article of the Constitution 
which grants religions liberty in Japan, because 
the Government seems to have discriminated 
against this school expressly on the ground that 
it way a Christian School, but when the Christian 
principles of the School were abandoned, then 
it was admitted to the privilege of exemption. 
the Fapan Mail that the Gove 
ot only agains Cl 

















































the matter 
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thus discriminates 
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in this manner, but against all veligions Se 
it would seem that the Government regard 
ot only Christianity, but religion of any 
kind whatever, as undesirable in the State, id 
proposes not to be merely neutral, or non religious, 
but anti-religious 5 a very different matter. This 








is not relipious freedom, but religions oppressi 
T can see it would be allowable for the State to 
tolerate all religions that do not teach men to be 
bad men. I can conceive the State might, as a 
protection against ignorance, require a certain 
standard of excellence in schools recognized atid 
assisted by the State, bur f can not see why it 
should concern itself further than to see that its 
secular demands ate cavtied out. I do not see 
why it should adopt the cause of anti religions 
ism as its ow I have heard from time to 
time of students being expelled from Government 




















schools, or life made miserable for thent 
Vecanse they were Cluistians, | have heard 
of public school teachers ridiculing and op: 


posing not simply Christianity, but all religion 
of childien being persecuted by their school 
mates and teachers for attending temple, Clu 
or Sunday Schools; I have heard of Missio 
Schools being vexed and bothered by petty offi 
cials; but I had supposed that this was merely 
social persecution which the Constitution and the 
laws can not wholly prevent, or the work of petty 
officials, so obscure that the Government could not 
be supposed to be aware of their action——I did not 
suppose it to be the policy of the D pariment of 
E.lucation. But now it seems to be the policy of 
the Government, thatil students willattend a 
religious ot anti celigious school, they shail be 
exempt for conscription fum the age of 19 to 28, 
but if they or their parents prefer that religions 
steuction and taining shall be mingled with their 
secular education, then they are to be subject to a 
penalty of 9 year's service in the army, deprived 
for that length of time of opportunity for 
tion both secular aud religions, And yet the C 
stitution guarantees liberty of re 

I prefer to atuibme this strange and inconsist- 
ent state of things tather to the fact that those in 
authority have not yet got used to working free 
institutions and hence do not yet understand how 
to treat the subject of religion justly in its relations 
to the State, rather than to any deliberate purpose 
to violate the constitutional provisions concern 
teligious liberty, which wow for Japan the co: 
dence of the world and secured her admission 
isterhood of civilized nations, 




























































eration 
of all who have the best interests of this nation at 
heart. 

Respectiully, EDGAR LEAVITT. 
Tokyo, Tsukiji, March 24th, 1898. 








To tux Epiror or THe “Japan Main.” 
Sir, The vecent action of the Do hisha trustees 











in renouncing Christianity, commented on by the 
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Rev. J. D. Davis in your columns a week ago, is 
too full of significance and involves too many 
issues to be passed over lightly by serious-minded 
observers of the course of events in this country. 
Tam not connected with missions in any way, but 
nevertheless [| have watched the Doshisha ex- 
je interest from year to 
d was personally known to the late Mi, 
I suppose that now the whole scheme may 
led asa huge failure. It is a costly bit 
of experience for those concerned, and I for one 
heartily sympathise with Mr. Davis and his 
fellows workers, aud hold that no terms are too 
to apply to the methods adopted by the 
trustees of the Déshisha. 1 think Mr. 
Davis was quite right in giving us the whole truth 
about the affair, though his action is condemned 
by certain missionaries on the ground that the 
weakness of the Christian Church should wot be 
exposed to the gaze of unbelievers, Mr. Davis 
has told us a great deal; but there is more that 
want to know. How arethe trustees of the Di,hi- 
sha appointed ? How comes it that a body of men 
who are disloyal to the fundamental 
the Association are entiusted with its manage 
meot? Has the Déshisha no legal status what- 
ever? Has the Amer Board of Foreign 
Missions its possession which 
guarantee that the money subsciibed by it shauld 
be expended in the attainment of certain fixed 
objects? 

The names of the trustees whose recent acti 































































Yokoi Tokio—all 
jan Church, Now 






it is only faie t 
regard thi 


episode as of a piece with the Japanese 
I dishonesty with which they are so 
n of the trustees is 
almost universally condemned by Japanese Chris- 
13 as absolutely dishonest. ‘The comments of 
the religious press on the affair will doubtless be 
reproduced in your columns later on, But one 
Question still remains to be answered, how is it 
ible that nber of Cl jan men could 
themselves to act in defia of the most 
dinasy and palpable principles of justice? That 
they have acted without deliberation is not for a 
moment to be supposed. They are not men un- 
endowed with reasoning faculties, In point of intel- 
lect they have few if any superiors in the Christian 
Church, ‘They no doubt weighed the pros and 
cons of th fe they proposed adopting before 
taking action, That in’ moral sense they ate lack. 
ing goes without saying. 

In order to throw a little light on what has 
eccutted, wi ti y way attempt: 
palliate the of the offence ag 
justice commitied, I will go back to the time of 
the establishinent of the Déshisha by Mr. Niiji 
ma. [wits ealy days Thad long taiks with that 
gentleman about its prospects, and I was at that 

e in close communication with Japanese who 
wo the whole history of the founding of the 
school. Mr. Davis gives us one side of Mr. Niiji 
ma’s characi He was undoubtedly a very 
devoted and sincere Christian and the tears that, 
added to other considerations, induced his 
ence to subscribe towards school were 











































































doubt the result of strong religions feeling. 
was in America he ha:dly realised the 
y of the enterprise on which he had 


embarked. Subsequent intercourse with his own 
countrymen convinced him that in order to make 
the Doshisha succeed it was necessary that he 
should enlist the sympathy of leading non-Cluis- 
ese. In order to do that it became 
ecessary for him to emphasise the educational ad- 
vantages to be offered by the prospective school 
and to forbear from sa too much about its 
function asa great proselitising agency. Much 
of the money given by Japanese towards the 
school was not subseribed out of any regard for 
Christi Thus it came about that from the 
very fist the aims and objects of the supporters of 
the school have not been im entire accord, This 
Itas been repeatedly pointed ont by Japanese and 




































ago the Fukuin Shimpo gave this expl: 
the 1 in the Doshisha in an article which 
was thas summarised in your columns—" Mr, Nii- 
jima played at running with the hare and hunting 








h the hounds i ‘To Ch ° 
sisted that tl stitution should be je 
thoroughly Christian and obtained their support 








on this understanding. But before non-Ghristians 
he placed the educationalcadvantages Qhi 
institution offered and fed them to think 









ciples of 











pease 





siderable freedom of belief would be allowes nd 
on ¢hts understanding oblained their pecuniary 
support, By adopting: this course he combined 
two elements that never could blend, he called 
to existence (wo antagonistic influences whose 
power has been felt ever since. . Kosaki for 
Some time followed the same course. This is the 
real reason of the institution's turning out so une 
satisfactory from a Christian standpoint,” 

Mr. Niijima was human and he wasa Japanese, 
and, moreover, he had a hobby. Having said 
this I have accounted for his resort to com: 
prothise. It is the. experience of us all that 
fe is more or less made up of a series of compro- 
Ivis nota case of doing what we would, 
but only what we can, Mr, Niijima was a Japan. 
se and nto stickler for dogmas and strict pr 
s in the way that is exemplified every day in 
the Wests, It ean aidoubied {ecCihat Japanese 
Chiristianty is of an entirely different type to whal 
we foreignets have known in Europe or Ameti 
Even the most bigoted missionaries will admit 
this at their own firesides, if io enemy of missions 

Niijima had a hobby. There 
a. wai ladizerelions Hiei” ilu 
hobbies may be betrayed. Notwithstanding all 
this Mc. Niijima was a very fine man, and had he 
lived he might have found means of saving the 
Déshisha from its present degradati 





















































To sam up the tesult of the foregoing observa. 
tions, we see that the position of affairs is compli- 
cated. The present trustees mai that they 


hk  ceptesent the secularian element among the sub. 
sctibers to the institution and that they are Chuist 
all essential respects. They say that the 
gement of the institution has been entrusted to 
them at atime when all foreign support has been 
suddenly withdeawn and that the measures they 
Nave taken and are about to take are with a 
view of enabling the institution to survive its 
troubles, aud so on. nothing that cau be said 
their favour hides the fact that they have uo 
ight to property purchased with mission money 
and only held iv teust by them for a specific 
purpose agreed upon by the representatives of 
the Mission and the orig’ tustees, There 
is only one honourable course open to the pre- 
sent trustees; and it to be hoped that, as 
a result of the agitation which is being set 
on foot all over the country, they will follow it— 
namely, to sell the whole propeity and pay back 
to the American Board of Fureign Missions the 
sums teceived from them, or such pact of the 
ouey as they are ableto pay, and io start afresh 
on their own account. 

Unfortunately this Doshisha affaic is_not the 
only case by any means of glaring Christian 
disiionesty. By Christian dishonesty I mean of 
course the dishonesty of professing Cliistians, 
Numerous are the robberies that have taken 
place in Christian schools, Some of these have 
been perpetrated by persons who had oblained 
the confidence of foreign missionaries in charge. 
T do not mean to imply by this that there is no 
genuine Che ity; far from it. These is 
doubt a good deal of ity, but a 
large me to bi 
poor judges of what Japanese human nature is 
made of, and hence are easily imposed on. 
the fact of their holding the purse stings of the 
Mission and of thei: having it in their power to 
provide cash for this and that tempts designing 
professors of Christianity to study how best to gel 
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This Dashisha affair again brings the question 
tothe front, how high is the standard to which 
Japanese Cluistians have been taised? Is the 
average professor of Christianity supecior or in- 
ferior to the average Japanese to be met with all 
over the country ? With every desire to say all that 
truthfully said of the beneficial effects of 
he majority of those who profess 
to believe in it in this country, honesty obliges me 
to affiem that [ would rather trust a good old- 
fashioned Japanese who has known nothing bi 
his wative code of honour and who follows Wa 
tional ideals of virtue, tha of the thousands 
of the semi-Christianised men and women wi 
before they came into contact with foreign mi 
naties had no conception of what virtue meant, 
In nothing I have said above do I wish to imply 
that the whole of the Christian Church isto be 
blamed for the dishonesty of some of its members, 
but the question I should like to see answered is, 
y Japanese Christians who are un: 

doubtedly superior as vegards the standard of 
morality daily practised 10 the finest type of uon- 
Ciuistian Japanese? To this question my ex- 
perience prompts me to answe: 0. Whatever 
ianity do in the in this country, 

































stit has failed to prove itself to bea sine 
ee highest type of Japanese mantood 
a 





.  Certai 


Japanese are among tha} 
iz class of agnostics wh 








.| planation or answer lest it should 
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need no inducements to morality founded on relie 
gious grounds, With their acknowledged want of 
susceptibility to teligious influences, il is hardly 





-|te be wondered that religion does not reach the 


depths of Japanese hearts and that leading pro- 
fessors of Christianity are found a 
that would 







country 

intimate intercourse with all classes exte: 

two decades has led me to the same conclusio: 
Lam, yours, etc., OBSERVER. 
March aust, 1898. 








To tae Epiror oF tHe “ JAPAN Matt.” 
Str,—The candid criticism by “ Observer,” 
your issue of to-day on the Moral Status of Chris. 
tians in this country needs, I think, a word of ex- 















would of course be far from intentio 
wholesale condemnation of mission work. 
answer I would find is in the words of Christ 
sell" I came not to calll the righteous but si 
to repentanc ‘Thank God ‘no community or 
society has ever been without many just and right 
thinking men who are so far a law unto themselves, 


as a 


The 

















and who are to be judged by the measune of their 
obedience t6 the inner light of their consciences, 
In no country perhaps has there been a larger 
number of such than in Japan itself. But the 
message of Christianity is not, in the first place, 
to such as these. Itis not to the elect, but to the 
mass of mei, To the poor, the suffering, to the 
publicans and sinners. And the question is not 
whether outside of the body of Christians there may 
be found men whose attained standard of moral 
conduct is higher than that of 
ans; but, what Christianit: 
has gathered in, it may be, ever 

bye-ways of society,—Are they better than 
ey were before she touched them? Is she rais- 
g them? Is she giving them uew hopes, new 
ideals, new strengih, or new life, A longer ace 
quaintance even thau that of “ Observer,” with the 
Circumstances and conditions of life here, en- 
ables me to answer emphatically tl 
‘0, and that not only in the lives of 
the general life of society she is exercising 
ever-widening influence for good. And, let me re- 
mind Observer ” that under new conditions of life 
in Japan that standard of moral excellence which 
he ‘and [ equally admire is weakening. It is bes 

sapped at its base and is crumbling fast away. 
Mae aise pice W wieecnyerl 
among whom those of whom you speak in your 
issue of to-day, who neither front the point of view 
of theory nor of expe 
benefits of education divorced from religious im 
and I therefore look with some ai 





















































ouly possible source which we can look 
the future for the basis of a new standard of moral 
life for Japan. 


Tokyo, March 28th. 


RESULIS OF THE GENERAL 
ELECTIONS. 


A. 











P.=Progressist ; 
Unionist; B=Business Men; 
sdependent ; M.= Minor Party.) 
Toxio. 
Pasty. Former Member. 
1, Suyeyoshi Tadaharul 
Hoshi Matsusaburo P Yamada Ch P 
Yamada Kinosuke — P Nakajima Matagorol. 
Hamada Kichiyemon B KusumotoMasatakaP 
matsuL Yasuda Zenjico 
shi Tetsushivo [Sudo Tokiichico 
ja Hideo P Tsunoda Shimpei 
Uki P Taguchi Ukichi 


Dis'ct. Name. 
Takenouchi Ko 



















Katsutaka 
Hirabayashi Kuhei 
Aoki Shotaro 
Nakamura 
Katsumasa M 


Kyoto, 


I 
Lf 
P 
P 
P 
L 
P 
P 





M Ish eek Masataka L 
Nakamwva 
Katsumasa M 


Yasuhito L 
B Takeuchi Tobei B 
L Yasuda Masutaro L 
awa Takanori 1 
Hanyemon P 
iter Shigwielsi P  Rawaranapest 

: Yoshio 1. 


Amenomori Kikutaro B Hori 
Takenonchi Tobei 
tae -Gombal 
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Osaxa. 

I Awaya Hinzo 1 
L Toyoda Bunzaburo 1 
1 Mayekawa Shinzo 1 


1 Omiwa Chobei 
2 Kataoka Choku-un 
3 Mayekawa Shivzo 






Akioka Moichi LAkioka Moichi = L 
afte aNaoichi L Yoshioka Naoicht L 
5 Nakajima Hirotaro L Nakajima Huotaro L 
6 Fukao Rinzo I Minamino 





7 Demizu Yataro —N Higashio He 








8 Kitada Toyosaburo M Sakurai Yoshioki 1 
9 Naka Tatsunosuke M Sasaki Seisha N 
KanaGawa PREFECTUREs 
1 Shimada Saburo P Shimada P 
2 Yamada Taizo L Yamada L 


3 L Tokumasu Gentaro L. 
4 Kajino Keizo L Yamada Kakoku = L 
5 Ando Kametaro L Mizushima YasutaroL 

GumMa PREFECTURE. 
1 Kume Takenosuke I Arai Ryo 
2 Acakawa Takasaburo P Arai Keigoro 
3 Takatsu Nakajiro L Nakajima SukehachiP 
3 Kogure Taketayn  L. Kogure Taketayu 
5 Hagiwara Ryotaro B Mashita Kajuro 

Giru Prevecture. 


‘Tokumasu Gentaro 


N 





1 Ono Kamesaburo N Ono Kamesaburo N 
2 Kishi, Kosaburo I Hosoye Kinshi N 
3 Morikawa Kanye N Noguchi Da P 





N Ibuka Kun 
P Yoshida ‘Msisnbeabure 


L 
L 


4 Inouye Genye 
5 Muto Gozo 





Jonosuke 1, Asami Voichiyemon 

7 Sugishita TaroyemonN Inouye Riyemon 
Iwate PRerecTure. 

1 Okuma Hidemaro P Tanikawa Naotada L 

N Abe Ko 1 








N [Kurihara Ryoichi 
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HamanaShimpei_ M Hamana Shimpei M 
Okumura Kamesaburo Akamatsu Shiniyentiey 


Kimura Kakunosuke P Kimura Kakunoscle 


Kawamura Jun N Karashima Matsuo L 
Tocuict Prerectrure. 


Nozawa Takenosuke P Hoshi Toru L 
1) ‘Tamura Tsunenosuke ‘Tamura ‘Teanenosube 
M 


M 


3 
4 
5 
6 


2 Arai Shogo M Arai Shogo 
3 ‘Tanaka Shozo P ‘Tanaka Shozo 
4 Mine Kiyoshi P Wada Hosei * P 
Nara PRerecrure. 
1 Nakayama Heibachiio Nakayama Hei- 
hachiro P 
Takiguchi Kiichi L Uyeda Ritaro 
a { Homma Naoshi P Matsuo Tokusaburo 
3 Isoda Wazo L Okita Sakujiro 
Mive PrerecTure. 
L Kurihara Ryoichi 
M Suzuki Jubi 
P Kimura Seitaro 
L. Doi Kokwa 
aki Yukio P Ozaki Yukio 
$4 Morimoto Kakuyu P Morimoto Kakuya P 
6" Fukuyama TakatsuraM Fukuyama Takatsuia 


2 Kimura Seitaro 
mi Kin) 





0 
suyuki 








I 
P 
L 
L 
L 
L 
P 








Aicut Prerecture 
B 





1 Suzuki Sobei Yoshida Rokuzai N 
2 Komuro Juko L Komuro Juko L 
3 Horio Mosuke L Yesaki Hitoshi Lt 


4 Murase Koji I Hasegawa 
Kameichiro L 
L Ito Harutaro E 


5 Yokoi Jinshiro 
T Suzuki Sentaro 


6 Nishikawa Ukichiro 





Nasukawa Ryohei I Ito Keisuke 17 Nagassia Shigetaka 1, Amano Tzavemon P 

2 Shimoizaka Gonzaburo Shimoiizaka Gon- 8 Su mojito I Hayakawa RyusukeN 
L zaburo L|9 Usane Johei L Imai Isoichiro N 

5 Suzuki Matasaburo P Hirata Shin | 10 Kato Rokuzo P Yamamoto Santaro 1 


Hioco PREFECTURE. 

L Kajima Hidemaro M 
L 
L 


1 Honjo Yasujito 
2 Yamamoto Shigezo 


L Hanaki Jinyemon 
Da ile 


[Den Teikic 
L Ishida Kwan 
P Kono Iwaki . 
P Nishimura Shintaro P 
Tsuzu 

Ryo P 













Ok 
Koizuka Ryo 





a 








Masano Kozo L Masano Kozo L 
Tomita Sensuke P Oka Seiitsu L 
Asada Teijiro L 

10 Takatsu Mafao L Hamada Giichiio ® L 


Nacasakt Prerecturs. 
{Ouran Ha L Iyenaga Yoshihiko L. 
Ogawa Toraichi L Ashizuka Seizo 
Imamura Chiyota — P Lyenaga Yoshihiko L 
Shiwa Sankiwo L Shiwa Sankuro L 
Kusakati Buh L Kusakari BubachiroL 
Miyasaki Yeiji L Miyasaki Yeiji 
Tada To N Shimamura Seitatsu I 
NuGata Prerecture. 
P Koyanagi Usal 
P Ichishima Kenkichi 
P Tanabe Kinzo 
M Sasaki Shotsubo 
P Otake Kwanichi 
P Hatano Denzaburo P 
P Koganei Gonzaburo L. 








hiro 





OnbaN = 


1 Hagivo Samow 

af lchishima Kenkichi 
Sato Isuke 

3 Takaok« Chinkei 

4 Otake Kwanichi 

5. Hatano Denzaburo 

5 Minowa Juntaro 





wUVtr 








8 Makikata Voshitata P Naito Kiukwan 
Maruyama SugaichisoP Okamura Ko P 
Okayama Ryusho P Kubota Usaku  P 

gf Otaki Senjiro L Muro Kojuo P 
Kasawara Katsutaro I, O:a Magejiyemon P 

9 Ichihashi Tozo P Goto Guroji 1 

Sarvama Prevscruns. 
1 Kato Masanosuke kalashi Yasuji L. 






2{ Kasnya Giso 
Kataoka Ishizaburo 

Nagase Seiichivo 

3 { Arai Keiichiro 
[Ones Aijiro 

4) Sato Yasuo 

5 Mochida Naoshi 


ida Hisamatsu P 








L Nemato Yoshinori 3 
L Hata Zenzaburo. 1 


Cuipa PrerecTue. 
‘Teitaco 


1 Tojo Kisoji 




















L 

2{ Otsuka Toei L 

Shimiya Acivebu y P 

3 i Nacze — LOwka Tonosuke —P 

3 Shzuki Gzayemon —L Junyemon NishimuaraL. 

$ Hayakawa Gonya  L lo Tokutara L 

6 Tojo Akiva L Kimizuka Shozo BF 

7 Nagai Kenzo P Takahashi Toichi L 
8 Akiyama Genbei P Ohara Kinsaku 

TBaRAKt Prarncrore, 
: Seki Shinnosuke L Seki Shinnosuke 7 
ony Maa L ido Kakuzo P 
ry ii Ow visto, 
21 Nemded adast raglet 





L]" [Nishikawa J 
3 
4 


P 5 





11 Muramatsu Aizo L Fu ashi Kojuio P 
SuHizvoKks Prevecture. 


1 Fukushima Inouye 
Katsutaro, M Hikozayemon P 
L Iketani Shigetaro 












2 L 
3 Jui P Hirozumi HisamichiP 
i" P Maruo Bunroku 
5 hi PTerada Hikotaro P 
é Matsushima 
Rensaku  P Rensakii 





Yehara Soroku L Yehara Soroku 
Hagiwara Masao L Tanalea Torio 


VAMANASHI PREFECTURE. 












1 Kobayashi Shichijiro [ Ishiwara Hikotaro 1 
+ RawaguchiZennosukeL Ida Michinaga L 
p{3 Minaye Giichi Kagami Kihei 
Suica Prerecrure. 
1 Tanisawa R isawa Rinzo = M 
2 Kataoka Ki ON 1 





Padayuki PP 
Ohbigashi Gitetsu — P Ohigashi Guetsu — P 
Wakizaka Gyozo  L Wakizaka Gyozo L. 
NaGano PREFECTURE. 
1 Tijima Masaharu B Kosaka Zennosuke I 
2 Oda Rihei L Shimaze 
3 Tatsuno Shinicl 
Koki Mototaro 
4} Kamijo Sanichiro 
5 
6 
7 






hivo 


Hayakawa Gonya — L Ishizuka Zinhei 

Nakamura Varoku  P Nakamua Yaroku P 

Minagawa Shiro I Kitahara Nobutsunal 
Miyact Prerecturs. 


Fajisawa Ikunosuke P Kusakari Chikaakiral. 











1 
2 Saito Shintaro M Masha Denjiro  L 
3 Sugawa Den L Goto Toshiyasn tL 
4 Oba Chokuro L Chiba ‘Tanema N 
5 Shuto Rikuzo P Shuto Rikuzo P 

Fuxushima PREFECTURR. 
1 Haza Unokichi P Sato Takamochi I 
2 Abe Hankon P Hirashima Mutsuo L 
peiae Hironaka = M Kono Hironaka = M 
Shiraishi Giro M Vashida Masao I. 
Shiba Shiro P Shiba Shivro P 
{Sai Kohei P Saji Kohei P 
5 Momba Naotsune ~ P Aizawa Meiken — L 
Aowoxt PrErecture. 

Nasngawa MitwtameP Gen Akiva P 
Tokuzashi ‘Tobei P Shisotori Keiichi P 
2 Kudo Kokan P Kudo Kokan P 
3. Kikuchi Kuro P Kiluchi Karo P 


AKITA PReFRCTURE. 


1 Kitashima Denshiro P Mesate Teiji I 
2 Hatakeyama Yuzo P Narita Naoye N 
3 Sudo Zenichiro P Hashimoto 





Heizaemon I 





Vakeishi Keiji 


P Sakamoto Riichit@P; 
Numata Ugenda 


P Numata Ver F 


“{ 








PI3 


113 Ovka Tkuzo 


+[5) Kumashiro Kenzaburol Oda Bansuke 





[April 2, 1898. 


Fuku Prerecture. 
1 Hayashi Hikoichi L ‘Takeo Shigeru 
2 Sugita Sadaichi L Tsubota Nihei 
3 Nishino Kiuyemon M Kabo Kuti 
3 Tokioka Matayemon I, Obata Iwajiro 
IsHikaWA PREFECTURE. 
Matsuda VoshisaburoL Matsuda 
v Yos' 








L Yoshimoto Yeikichi L 
L Su 
M: 


Akazuchi Kyo 
2 Nakada Yabei 
Asano Junpei 
Kuze Kazayemon 
4) Moyori Tetsugoro 


YaMAGATA PREFECTURE. 


ura Kwansei 






Shirota Shozo P Satake Shosen 1 
Sato Satoji P Sato Satoji 
2 Sasaki Uyemon — P Yamashita Chiyoo L 
Saito Ryosuke P Saito Ryosuke P 
3} Homma Mitsuyoshi P Akiho Tsukakane  P 
4 Koiso Susumu PShigeno Kenjiro 





Toyama PREFECTURE. 
Uchiyama Matsuyo P Kanacka 
Matazayemon I 
Uchiyama Masaji 

Uch 


Kaneyama Jukaku P 3} 
ama Masaji 


Nishida Shinzo 
3 Sakai Keigi L Minamishimma 


4 Oya Shirobei P Shimada Takayuki P 
Torrort PREFECTURE. 














1 Ishiya Denshiro, —-M Ishiya Tokuro 1 

2 Nishitani Kingo L Taye Yasabuco I 

3 Sakano Mosaburo  L Kadowaki Shigeo L 
Suimane PrergcTuRe. 

Sonoyama Isami LSonoyama Isami L. 

‘aburo LSuzuye Taizo = N 










in) Ishibashi Magohachi I 
‘sun L Tsunematsu Riukei L 
Migita Kobun P Hoti Shozo 1 
Osada Bunjico N Watanabe Shintaro N 


Oxayams PREFECTURE. 

















Sakamoto Kinya  P'‘T'akenouchi Shoshi P 
1} Nozaki Sadajito P Tatsuishi Ki L 
2 Pekahonchi Shashi P Oishi Rew b. 
3 Tougai Ki P Pp 
4 Tanabe Tamesaburo P Moriya Konosule P 
5 Umakoshi Kyol B Sato Hiohachi P 
@ Kawada Shigenoti L Ide Mozo iL 
7 Sakamoto Kinya — P Naohara Movijio L 





Hirosuima Prerecrure. 


1 Oda Kwanichi L Sasaki Takahide 1. 
fare Mata- Tominaga Masao 


zaburo P 











LSuzuki Koyei 
3 P Kanao Ryozan PP 
4 Wada Hikojivo N Wada Hikojiro  N 
5 Katsu Yeitaro M Rai Ti ' 
@ Vamakage Shizuo M Akiyama I 
7 Matsui Shioso 1, Wage Seitaro I 
% Inouye Kakugoro [Inouye Kakugoro I 
9 Mugita Saisabuio Nagai Hideo 


YAMAGUCHI PREFECTURE. 
Fusuya Shinsaku 1 Yoshitomi 
Kawakita Kanshichi N Kawakic 

2 Isono Koichi N Yoshitomi K: 
N Kajtyama Teisake | 
I Iono Juzo I 


N 
i} 






Miwa Denshichi 
44) Lakehiro Yoshimichi I Sakata Shozo 


‘Toxusuima Preructurs. 

1 Bando Kangoo M Bando Kangoro 
2 Sanada Ichitaro — L Takeichi Shoichi P 
3 Hashimoto Kintaro P Hashimoto Kintaro P 
4 Okubo Bentaro 1, Abe Okilo P 


M 


Kagawa Prerecture. 
Nakano Buyei 


P Nakano Buyei 
L Konishi Jinnosuke I 
P Kamada Katsutaro P 
L Misaki Kamenosukel- 
Takahashi Shosai =M Mori Terumi 
Yeu.me PReFECTURR. 

‘Yakeichi Kota L Miyauchi Jisaburo L 
Pakasu Kajo L Suzuki Shigeto 
Nama Toyogoro — L Minakami YoshitaroP 












L Shigeoka Kungoro 
M Fujita Tatsuyoshi 
M Hioto Masutaka 
M Suyehiro Jukyo 









1 Hiraoka Kotaro N 
Ono Ryusuke 1, 
Fiji Kinsaku N Faji N 

3 Tada Sakubei L. Hiraoka Kotaro N 

4 Sasaki Shozo N Sasaki Shozo N 

5 Noda Udaro L Nakamura Hikoji M 


6 Nagaye Junichi L Tachibana 
| Chikanobu 


N Fukuye Kakutaro | 





7, Kura Tova: 
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a ee” 


Oita Prerecture. 
























































1 Minoura Katsuhito  P Mori Sadamu N 
2 Otsuka Kobei N Minowa Katsuhito P 
3. Asakura Chikatame N Asakura ChilatameN 
4 ! M Hirose Sadabumi M 
5 B N Motoda HajimuN 
6 Yejima Kumeo PYejima Kumeo PP 
Kumamoto Prerecrore. 

1 Matsugaye Akikatsu M Furusho Kamon = N 
2 Murakami lchiio = NSasa Tomofusa = N 

Muto Katsutada = N Shibuye Konei = N 
3] Sayeki Seiichivo N Shido Kwa: N 
4 Fujioka Tsunehiko N Hirose Sadabumi N 
5 Matsuoka Nagayasu L Tamura Masa Pp 
& Kojima Yoshiaki N Kojima Yoshiaki N 

KacosuimMa PRerecture. 

1 Arima Yosuke M Atsuchi Masatoshi N 
2 Sameshima Aimasa M Ovita Kenshi P 
3 Haseba Junko M Haseba Junko = M 
4 Kashiwada Seibun M Kashiwada Seibun M 
5 Suto Michishiro M Kawashima Jun P 
6 a Ren M Gamo Sew N 
7 fame Sumiyoshi M Oshima Makoto N 


Wakayama Prerecru: 
Okazaki Kunisuke 
jh 






L Okazaki Kunisuke 
hi 


RR. 
L 





ichi Shinichi ainichi Shinichi M 
Kansuke L Mochizuki Uvai 1 

oto Rintaro B Yamamoto Rintaro B 
Ramaguchi Nomano I Obata Gentaro 1 


Mrvasakt Prerecrurs, 


Tsuno Tsune P Kawag: 


3 Yokoyama Michihide M Hidaki 


3 
‘Tokusuima Prerectu 


1 Ishida Shinji 








1 Doi Heizaemon L Komatsu aise) L. 

Hayashi Yazo L Hayashi Vuzo ie 
2 Kataoka Kenkichi [ Kataoka Kenkichi 
3 Nishiyama Shicho L Nishiyama Shicho L 


Saga Prerecrurs. 

Taketomi Tokito 

Eto Shinsaka 

2 Matsuo Kwauzo 
3 Nii Keicho 


P Mats: 
P Eto S! 





Kobayashi Kenichiro P Kobayashi KenichiroP 


L Yuasa Taitaro 
Kocu! Prerecturs. 


P Taketomi Toki 








P Nii Kei 


oye Susumu P 
Motomasu L 





Re. 
L 











Kwanzo 
saku 
icho 
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Aticle 2.—Les ressortissants des deux Hautes 
Parties Contractantes jouiront dans toute Péiendue 
des Brats et possessions de autre Partie Contrac- 
lante d'une entidte libeuté de conscience, et pour- 
tout, en se conformant aux Lois, Ordonnances, et 
Réglements du pays, élever et posséder des égli 
veer A Vexercice privé ou public de leur 
cule; ils juunont aussi, sous les robined sei: 
wivant leurs cou- 
es convenable- 
Is seront €tablis dans le cas 
existerait point et seront soigneuse- 
nt entretenus, 

Asticte 3—Les Japonais en France et les 
¢ais au Japon ne seront conteaints, sous 
aucun préiexte, A subie des charges on A payer 
des taxes, impdts, contributions, on patentes, sous 
quelque dénomination que ce soit, autres ou plus 
plus élevés que ceux qui sont ou seront peicus sur 
les nationanx ou les tessortissants de la nation la 
plus favorisée. 

Ils ne serout astreints A aucun service obli; 
tone, soit dans les armées de terre ou de mer, soit 
dans les gardes on milices nationales, [ls seront 
exempts de toutes contributions imporées en liew 
ct place du service personnel, de tous emprunts 
forcés, et de toute auire con lion extract di: 
de quelque nature que ce so 

Article Les tessortissants de chacune des 
Hautes Parties Contractantes pourront, en quelque 
liew que ce soit des Etats et Possessions de l’autre 
Paitie, exercer toule espéce d’industrie ou de 
métier, faire le commerce tant en gros qu’en détail 
de tous produits, objets fabriqués o wlactun &, 
de tous articles de commerce licite, soit en person- 
ne, soit par leurs a; 
ciété commerciale avec des é'rangers on avec des 
nationaux ; ils pourront posséder, louer, méme par 
bail emphytotique, et occuper les maisons et bou- 
tiques qui leur seront nécessaires, louer des terres, 
les dre A bail emphiy'éotique ; le tout en se 
comme les nationaux euxmemes et 
les ressortissants de la nation la plus favorisée, 
aux Lois et Réglements des pays respectils. 

Test entendu qu’en tout ce qui concerme l’agri: 
culture et le droit de proprié.é sur les bien: 
mobiliers, les Japonais en France and les Fiangais 
au Japon jouiront du méme traitement que les 
sujets ou citoyens dela nation la plus favoriseé, 

















tions, du droit d’éue inhumés 












































































THE FRENCH REVISED 
ues g ae 

Sa Majesté Emp: japon 
dela République Fi nimés 

de maintenir les bons eapports déja 
établis entre eux en étendant et e 














les telations entre leurs Etats respectifs, et pei- 


suadés que ce but ne saurait étre 
que par la révision des Traités jusqu 
entre les deux Pays, o 

les bases de I’équité 








P bnipotentiaites, savoir 
Sa Maj-s:é I'Empereur du Japon. 
M. Sonn Arasuxe, son Envoy é 

et Ministie P énipotentinive pias le 

dela République Fiang tise ; 
Et le mésident de la République 
Sow N 

Ministre de Affaires Et 
Lesquels, apres s’8uve con 

pouvo: 

et conclu les articles suivants: 

ARTICLE PREMLER. 


Il y aura éciproquement plei 
liberté de com 















muniqi 








Contractante: 
Les Japonsis France et le 
Japon jouivont de ta plus comple 











protection pour leurs personnes 
prigiés, 
Ils 


pourront 
ue des 


, téside 


réciproquement, 
possessi 


Flats et 









succession, par testament, donati 
autre manigre que ce soit, des bit 





effets mobiliers de toutes sortes; ils j 
if 


effet des mémes pi erté. 

les nati 

plus 

des impéts ou taxes 
Ils auront un libre et facile accés 

bunaux de 

défendre leurs droits en toute nis 
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ploy: 


agents de toute classe quiils jugeraie 


et jouiront sous ce rapport des m: 
Heges que ceux aii sont on 





résolu de procéder A cette 


wommé A cet effet pour Le 


trouvés en bore et due forme, ont ar Ge 


nerce et de uavigat 
Etats et possessions des deux Hi 





5, acquérir, posséder, et tansmeltie pat 
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plus élevés. 
wstice tant pour 1éclamer que pour 


iction érablis pat les lois. 
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heureuses ut 
0 augmentant 
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Wici en vigueu 
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Haworavx, 
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ne et entidre 
) entre les 
tes Patties 





6 Fravesis au 
te et Constante 
et leurs pro 


dans toute 
Ws cespectif 





de toute 
valeurs, et 











3et dicts que 
1s A acq 
aupras des trie 


tance et A tous 
Ils 
er dans toutes 
wvocals, et 
A propos, 
es droits et 


Article §—Les Japonais en France et les 
Frangais an Japon auront pleine liberté dentrer 
nes et leurs caigaisons dans tous 

vidves de leurs tenitoives 
erts au 
idee de 










que les fallpualin oujessaltaaneiasde lawalioncle 
plus favotisée, sans avon a payer aucuns 
impdts, taxes ou droits de quelque wature 
ou de quelque désomination que ce suit, percus 
profit du Gouvernement, de fouc- 

Je particuliers, de corpora 

s quelconques. autres ou 
é. que ceux imporés aux vationanx ou 
tessortissants de la vation la plus favorivée, le 
tout en se conformant aux Lois, O:donnances 
et Réglements des pays respectifs. 

Atticle 6.—Les habitations, magasins et bouti-« 
ques des sujets ou citoyens de chacune des Hautes 
Pasties Contracianies, ainsi que leurs dépen- 
dances, seront respeciés. 

Il ne sera point permis d’y 


quisitions on visites domicil 











procéder A des per- 
s non plus que 
vies, i 
comptes, sauf dans les conditions et formes pre- 
sctites par les Luis, O-donnauces et Réglements 
applicables aux nationaux, 
ticle 7.—Les dioits de douane pergus a ens 
ée au 
Mautee pi es on plus élevés 
qiie'/ecut lanpusbe sie mai chiandises :Haniaives 
originaies du pays le plus favorivé et en prover 
nant dans les mémes conditions. 
s droits percus A la sortie du Japon et de 
France sur les produits destings A Pautee pays 
pourront également due autres ow plus élevées 
que ceux imposés aux mémes produits destiné, an 
pays le plus favorisé, 

Les Hautes Parties Contractantes s’engagent, 
en outre, 4 n’tablir aucune restriction ou prohibi- 
tion d'importation ou d’exportation qui ne soit, en 
meme temps, applicable 

Article 8. 



































ions de lautre, de exemption de 


tous droits de transit quelconques et d'une patfaite 
égaliié de traitement avec les nationanx pour tout 
les 


ce qui concerne le maga 
ptimes, les faci 

Les marchandises de toute 1 
n des denx pays 





nage, les primes, 
ks. 















er OTK 


(roi ou de consommation percus pour le 


ourtont ire assujetties A des droits d’ 
fe: pte de I'Eiat ou des communes, supérieur pa 





“} du présent tr 








ceux qui grévent ou gréveraient iss marchandises 
similaines de production nat 

Art. 9.—Les droits de Susie) ones A Pentiée 
ou A la sortie des tertitowes de chacune des 
Hautes Parties Contractantes, les primes et les 
drawbacks seront les mémes que les importations 
ou les exportations aient lieu par les navires ja- 
ponais o ais ou par des navires de toute 
autle rationale, 

Act, 10,—Ancuns droits de tonnage, de port, de 
pilotage, de phare, de quarantaive ou autres 
dioits similaives ou analogues, de quelque nature 
ou sous quelque dénomination que ce soit, levés au 
nom ou au profit du Gouvernement, de fou 
tes publics, de purticuliers, de corpo:al 
d’éiablissements quelconques, qui ne seraient éga- 
lement et sous les mémes conditions imporés en 
pareil cas sur les navires nationaux en général dela 
nation la plus favorisée, ne seront impos és dans les 
ports des Etats et Possessions de chacun des deux 
Pays sur les navives de l’autre pays. Cette égalité 
de Waitement sera appliqués téciproquement aux 
navires tespectifs, de quelque endroit quiils arci= 
veut et quel que soit le lieu de destination. 

Aut. 11.—En ce quiconcerne le placement des 
navies, leur chargement dans les ports, rades, 
havres, bassins, docks ou rividres des Etats 
et Possessions des deux Pays, il ne sera 
accordé aux navires nationanx aucun privildge ni 
aucune faveur qui nele soit également aux navires 
de l'autre Puissance, la volonté des Hautes Part- 
ies Contractanies étant que, sous ce rapport aussi, 
les LAtiments japonais et [rangais soi 
tivement traités sur le pied d'une par 

Art, 12.—Il est fait excepti 






















































1é pour le cabotage dont le régime 
Ordonnances et Reglements 
Tl est 


reste Soumis aux Loi 
du Jap 
entend: 
les Francais au Japon jouir 
concerne le cabotage, des di 
soit ois secant aecerdés. parces, (amas Len: 
donnances et Réglements aux ressortissanis de 
tout autre pays. 

‘Tomt wavire japonais chargé au Japon ou a 
Véwanger d'une cary ou destinge en tout ou en 
paitie A deux ou plusieurs ports de France et tout 
navire frangais chargé en France ou a Pétranger 
d'une cargaison destinge en tout ou en 
partie A deux ou pluiseurs ports du Japon pourra, 
en se conformant aux Lois et aux Raglement 
de douane pays, décharger une partie 
desa cargaison dans un port, et con son 
voyage pour Pautre ou les autres ports de de- 
stination, dans le but d'y décharger une autre 
partie ou le reste de sa cargaison d’orig’ 

Le Gouvernement Japonais concéde en outre 
aux navires (rancaiste droit de coutinuer, comme 
par le passé, et pour toute la durée du présent 
traité, A transporter des cargaisons eutre les ports 
ouverts de Empire, A exception des ports 
d’Osaka, de Niigate, et d’Ebisuminato, 

Anticle 13.—Tout navire de commerce de une 
des deux Hautes Parties Contractantes qui serait 
forcé par le mauvais temps pour toute autre 
taison de se iéfugier dans un port de laute 
Partie Conteactante aura la libenté de s' 
téparer, de s’y poutvoir de tous les approvisio 
vents dont il aura besoin et de seprendiela mer 
sans payer d’auties droits que ceux qui seraient 
sen pareille circonstance par les bAti+ 
ationaux. Dans le cas cependant ot le 
capitainé d'un navire de commerce se trouverait 
dans la uécessité de vendre une partie de sa car- 
gaison pour payer les frais, il sera obligé de se 
Coufyrmer aux Reglements et Tarifs du trey et il 





e respectivement. 





















































navire quelconque de l’une des 
ites échone ou fas 
Vautie Partie, lee auto= 
rités locales en informeront sans retard le Consul 
Général, le Consul, le Vice-Consul ou I'Agent 
consulate de la nationaliié du uaviro te plus 
voisin, lequel sera admis a sa qualité 
pour procucer toute assistance nétessaire 
‘Toutes les opé:ations velatives au sauve 
navites japonais naulrages ou échouts 
itoviales de ta France aurout lie 
Lois, Ordounances et Réglements 
fraugais, et séciproquement, toutes les mesures de 
e relatives aux navires li angais naulragés 
+ dans les eaux tervitoriales du Japon 
























Tous navires ou vaisseaux ainsi échoués ou naus 
fragés, tous débris et accessoires, toutes fournitures 
t et tous effets et marchandises 
es ou vaisseaux y compris ceux 
qui 1é jetés A la mer, ou les produits 
desdits of objects, s‘ils sont vendus, ainsi que tous 
papiers trouvé: A bord de ces navires ou vaiss 
échoués ou naufragés seront remis aux propriétais 



























ow [elifs¢eprégéniants. Dans le cas of ces proprié- 
taires\ourven ésentay(snese\irouveraient pas sur 
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les lienx, lesiits produits on objects seront semis 
Consuls géngsaux, Consuls, Vice-Co 

Agents consulaires respectifs et ces officiers con= 
Sulaives, propriéiaires ou représentants payeront 
seulement les dépenses occasions 








sauvelage ou autres 
sonmis, en cas de naufiage, les navices atios 

Les effets et marchandises sauvés du vauliage 
de tous droits de douane, A mei 

siewre. 
ine des 
deux Puissances pourront entier, séjourner et se 
tadouber dans ceux des ports de l'autre Puissance 
Gout laccds est perniis aux wavires de guerre de 
In nation la plus favorisée ; ils y serout soumis aux 
nines rdgles et y jouiront des mésnes 
avantages, priviléges et exemptions cone 
cette dermid-e, 

‘Art, 15 —Les paquebots chargés d'un service 
postal et appartenant a des compaguies sub 
ionnées par lun des deux Brats Conuractants ne 
nt ue, dans les ports de Var vat, dé 
de leur destination ni Give sujets A saisie, 
& du Prince. 










































conforné nént 
és comme 







navires japor 
ment aux Lo 


c 
présent A enivé 
‘Auticle 17 —Les Consuls gé é:aux, Consuls, 
Vice-Consuls et Agents consulaiies de chacune 
des Hautes Parties Contractantes résidant dans 
les Etats et Possessions de Vantee Partie recevront 
de autorités locales, pour la recherche, s 
arrestation des 
tespectil 
éte données conformémeent au 
Hest entendu que cette stip 
quera pas aux ressortissants 
sertion aura lieu. 






ésetteurs des navires de leur pays 
aide et assistance qui pouront leur 
luis 
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Tarir. 
Droit P. of. 
Teinture d'anil 10 
Rouge d’Aud: 
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Acie: en saumen 
Mousselines de laine écrues ou blanc 
PLEssiON serve 4 
Mousselines de laine teintes ow intprimées, 
Autres tissy de laine pure on md! 
‘aps de laine pure laine, 
de laine A lisse 
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tifiques pou le dessin... 10 
itatio 10 





The remainder of the prov’ 
will be published in next iss 

















LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 





*— 
(Bwom tee Javan Trurms!) 


THE RUSSIAN DEMANDS. 


London, March 26. 
The Times publishes a telegram from 
Pekin, stating that China has agreed to 
all of Russia’s demands. 
UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 
President McKinley has informed the 
leaders of Congress that he is determined 
to uphold peace if possible, 
London, March 28. 
Spain has addressed a note in reply to 
the American representations, stating 
that she cannot make further concessions, 
nor admit encroachments on her Sover- 
eignty in the West Indies, 
London, March 30. 
Despatches received from Washington 
indicate that Spain is willing to make 
large concessions, and the situation is 
decidedly more hopeful. 
P. AND 0. STEAMER AGROUND. 
The P. and O, steamer Cini 
near Perim. Mbp shadiNgal\o 


is ashore 
dr 2 
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will probably be a total loss. All the 
passengers were landed. 
THE “MAINE” EXPLOSION. 
London, March 27. 
The Report of the ‘United States com- 
mission attributed the A/aine explosion to 


+l external causes, apparently a submarine 


mine, but does not fix the responsibility. 
The Spanish report states the explosion 
was internal. The Washington Govern- 
ment has decided to inform Spain, that the 
conditions of misery and starvation in Cuba 
have become intolerable, and that hostili- 
ties in the island must cease. The war 
preparations in the United States continue, 
and the scare is unprecedented. . 


THE CRISIS IN THE FAR EAST. 

The Times counsels an immediate 
powerful naval demonstration in the Gulf 
of Pechili. 

THE OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE 

BOAT RACE. 

The Oxford and Cambridge Boat race 
has been won by Oxford, by twelve 
lengths. 

RUSSIAN OCCUPATION OF PORT 
ARTHUR AND TALIENWAN. 

The Times publishes a telegram stating 
that the Russians have occupied Port 
Arthur and Talienwan. 

ENGLAND'S CHINESE POLICY. 

Mr. Balfour will make his statement on 
the Chinese policy before Easter. 

MR. GLADSTONE. 

The doctors regard Mr. Gladstone’s re- 
covery as impossible, 

GERMAN NAVY BILL PASSED, 

‘The Navy Bill has been finally passed 
by the Reichstag. 

SPANISH CONCESSIONS UNCON- 

FIRMED. 
London, March 31. 

The optimist reports of Spanish con- 
cessions are not confirmed. There is a 
vigorous revival of the war feeling in 
Ameri Numerous resolutions have been 
presented to Congress, demanding inter 
vention in Cuba. 

LORD SALISBURY’S HEALTH. 

Lord Salisbury started for the 
Riviera. 














has 








(Spreial Correspondent of the 7: 
Peking, 9.20 a.m. March 25th. 


The limits of the land obtained — by 
Russia from China on lease in the Liao- 
tung Peninsula are 150 or 160 ina 


northerly direction from the hills, and 70] — = 


or 80 Zi eastward and westward. Chin- 
chow Bay and Pi-tsz-wo are not to be 
leased, but the portion of the sea.coast to 
which the railway is carried from the 
vicinity of the leased area will also be 
leased. The name of this portion of coast 
is not yet clearly designated, however. 
It is expected that the convention will be 
signed on the 27th instant, 


(Received by the Fiji.) 


THE RUSSO-CHINESE TREATY SANCTIONED. | ~ 


Peking, March 26. 














Russia, to be subsequently delivered to 
China, 
BRITISH _MEN-OF-WAR. 
Chemulpo, March 26. 
The British cruisers Powerful and Graf- 
ton have cast anchor here, arriving from 
Chefoo, this morning. 
MR. PAK CHONG YANG. 
Sdul, March 26. 
Mr. Pak Ching Yang was to-day ap- 
pointed Minister President of State. 
YE CHAISUN RELEASED. 
Sdul, March 28. 
Ye Chaisun, who was arrested in con- 
nection with the Kim Heung-yuk affair, 
has been released. 


DEPARTURE OF BRITISH WARSHIPS. 
Jinsen, March 28. 

The British men-of-war Powerful, Graf- 
ton, and Narcissus cleared from this port 
to-day. 

ENGLAND SENDS ANOTHER WARNING. 

Peking, March 28. 

England has again addressed warning 
advice to China in the sense that if China 
acquiesces in the demands of Russia, the 
result will be the disturbance of the balance 
of power in the Far East. 

THE RUSSO-CHINESE TREATY SIGNED. 

The Russo-Chinese Treaty was signed 
yesterday. 

RUSSIA'S GOVERNOR FOR THE LEASEO 

TERRITORY. 

Col. Olgok (Wogack?) will probably be 
appointed Governor of the territory leased 
by Russia. 

RUSSIAN TROOPS REPLACING CHINESE AT 
PORT ARTHUR AND TALIENWAN. 

The Chinese troops stationed at Port 
Arthur and Talienwan, have evacuated 
those places, which are now occupied by 
Russian troops, The Russian flag has 
been hoisted at both ports. 

THE BRITISH SQUADRON READY FOR 

EMERGENCIES. 
Hongkong, March 28. 

The British war-vessels here, with the 
s : exception of the Edgar, have re- 
ceived orders to make preparations for a 
cruise tothe uorth, All the vessels are 
hurriedly loading provisions and other 
necessaries. ‘The special emergency docks 
were all opened yesterday. 












(rom Javanase Pavers.) 
‘THE NEW RUSSIAN MINISTER TO 
KORBA. 

Nagasaki, March 31, 
ne, new Russian Minister to 
Korea, arrived here this morning by the steamer 
Genkai Maru, en route for Korea, 
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The Russo-Chinese treaty received the THE NEXT MAIL LEAVES 
Emperor’s sanction this morning. For Hines Steamer. Date, 
Ametien Paleo, C.Rio Jineiro Sa, ape. 6 
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All Communications t 








sed to the Cums Eorion, 








‘The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 
side. 


The Tokyo Chess Club holds its meetings 
at 3, Uchi-Saiwai-cho Itchome (next to the ‘Tokyo 
Club). 

Sorutiox or Prontem No. 362. 
(By W. B. Mason, Tokyo.) 
waite. 


1—Kt to Q B3. 


2—Rto 
3-Qto 83 mate 


3—R to Q5 mate 
2--Rto R6 ch 
—Q mates acc. 
Correct solutions received from D.D., Voila, 
Skak, and Miss S. 
Prosixm No. 365. 
First-Prize Winner. Author Not Known, 


BLACK. 
1—P takes Kt 
2—P takes R 


if 2—Kto Kg 


it1—K 0 Q3 
2—Any 








White mates in three moves, 


Yoxouama Cuess Crus. 





Here are the results of the second round in the 
Championship Tourney. 

PLAYER. 
Mendelson 
Pallak®, 
Friedlande:* 
Weilbach we 









Two more players are thus disposed of and 
Messts. Pollak and Friedlander left to play off in 





the third round which is to commence on Monday 
next, 





chy has challenged Mr. Stomebrink to a 

even termseof ten games up, their 
1 on the Ladder” depending on this re- 
sult of the match. 


Game, No. 375- 


‘The following is the score of the filth game i 
the match Pollak v. Friedlander, 
KING’S GAMBIT. 
White. —Friedlander. Black —Tollak, 
WHITE, BLACK, wHITR, BLACK. 









rP Ky PKy B2  PKR3 
Skis Pies [APRS ROS 
1 KB. 4 | 2 

; P KRE B R3(a) 28 R Baq Re) K2 
5 BBs 3 a7 Kt Rg RBs 
6 KixP? Bxke Bh PRs Kt Kisg 
7O Rs K2 9 BBY — KixB(f) 
8 OxB xP ch ae K Kesq 
9B Kz x BP PxR 

10 Castles O Kz l: 2 9 02 Ki Bg 

' QP») Re Ke Ki Ks, 
12 R B3(c) Ki Qs Q as Korie 
1 R PxKi(h 3 
Hep, ies ane Bh 
15 P Q3(d) Kt OB: 37 P RS 5 
npg : B Qx(e) 38 BxP RxB 

Kq ch B K3 39PB6  =RR2 

18 Kt B3 Kot K2] 40 R By .Q.B3 
19 B Kt CusrQR | 4r R Kg Bz 
2RB6 QKi2 Bs PQs 
2auP. ge P Os 43 Resigns 
2QBy KiKi 


Nores. 
(a) 4—P to Kt 5 is the orthodox reply, leading 
to the sting Algaier Gambit. 
White emerges from this with a Paws minus 
a sather inferior position, the consequence of 
sixth move, which was premature, 

















(c) 12—K1 to B 3 is preferable, preventing—Kt 


ee Google 





Digitized by 
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(4) Again 15—Kt to B 3 should have been 
played, 

(e) Losing time; casting at once prabably best. 








(Q) Quite correct, M instead 29—K1t oF Q takes 
R, then go B takes R and white should wi 
(uz) 30—R takes Kt would have saved the loss 
nge. 
(W) A last attempt at a desperate attack which 
however, fails. 








Gamu, No. 376. 





The following gem of the Hunga 
gover the world, 
ed biilliancy and worth perusing. 
DANISH GAMBIT. 
White—Charousek. Black—Wollner; 


» champion's 
This an undoubt> 





WHITE. BLACK. WHITE. BLACK 
1PKy | PK4 1PK6 — Q R5(b) 
2PQ4  PxP 12 PxReh KB eq 
3PQB3  PxP 13BB4 — KixBP 
4B By Kt KB3 14Q Ko Ki Kisdis.ch 
5 Kt B3 By 15K Req BO 
6KtxP = P.Q3 0 R iq KBs 
1Castles Castles 79 K8cn RAO) 

8 Kt KKis(a) P KR3 % ree BxQ 
9 KixP Rak 

wPKs Kt Kts Aue 


‘The notes are from the Westminster Budget. 
(a) Kt to K Kt is no doubt the beg of 
the attack, but as it is not quite transparent for 
what purpose the textemove was intended, if Black 
had teplied 8—Kt to Bg, we suspect that Charomek 
anticipated Black’s indifferent Pto K R3.) The 
however, isso pretty that it was worth 
dit came off 
(b) Black attempted an ineffectual counter-at. 
tack 11—Q to R5, but 11—R 10 K 23 12—O0 
takes Kt (the alternative) would not have been 
much better, Asa matter of fact, 8—P 10 K R3 lost 
the game, ‘The conclusion is exceptionally pretty. 





















Notes rrom AsRoap, 
* Allchess life seems to be with America.” 
Jacly-well-posted. 
ndent of the Zimes Democrat. * A 
geal change has come over English chess, The 
old masters are dying out, The new born-trength 
of amateurs has slaughtered them, They have no 















prestige. Names once of weight are now spoken of 


No 


new Blackbuines or Birds. 
hy the old profes- 
Divan is now too hardly 
eaned, ‘The country joskins know the oper 
and the principles, and instead of Bird giving a 
queen and winning 20 games in an hour, as I 
seen he plays on even terms, aud of five games 
wins only the odd one and a shilling. ‘The ancient 
*Shilling Gambit longer a thing of dread, 
Young men from Birmingh alle 
without awe and speak of giving odd 





with contempt. 
Th jh 








sionals. pl 




























For the International Cabl-Match the British 
Team has been selected, and it is, probably, 
the strongest that can be found in Great Britain, 
‘The redoubtable Blackburne leads the host; then 
comes Amos Burn, one of the best the Britishers 
have; E. M. Jackson, who won both his games 

matches ;C. D. Locook, who tanks 












crack; C. E. H. 
years of age, but a toumamentewinner un 1896; 
Herbert Jacobs, a fine amateur player; two new 
men—M. L. Caro, who made a record at Bere 


Be ellinghans, oniy twentytivee 


losing only fonr out of the wineteen games ; 
and H, W. nchard, a veteran who will give a 
good account of himself. 

The Team to represent the United States, has also 
been chosen. Pillsbury and Showalter need no ine 
Barty, the Boston crack, wan both 
"96 and '97; Ed. es held his 


matches; Del 














in the other 
known everywhere as a brilliant player; Hodges 


always gives a good account of himself. The 
other four are Beauklin K. owe » of Boston, 
specially + 









of the strongest players of the South ; 
D. G. Baird, one of tle Greater New York's ex- 
petts; and Alfred R. Robinson, of the Franklin 
Chess-Club, Philadelphia, who excels in careful? 
accurate play. ‘The two substiutes ave Major 
Hanham and Louis Schmidt, both of New Yorks 

| impression, among those able 
is that the British ‘Team is 
slightly stronger than the American, or, at least, 
that the chavces are in favour of the Englishmen. 
—Literary Digest. 


Steivitz was recently presented with a cheque 
for £100 by his American friends, 























Lasker will shortly ret 





ed home, No doubt the big V 
will draw the champion, as the first prize is fixed 
at £400, with other good vewards for the remaine 





ing five positions. 


J. H. Blackbuine recently fulfilled a most 
successtul engagement at Hereford, his record 
no defeats 


being thity-five victories against 
two draws in simu 










x games played simultaneously 
It of board or men Blackburne 
sacrificed a knight on the twentieth move, and 
upon its acceptance, to the astonisiment of the 
spectators, not only announced mate in six moves, 
bat proceeded, to their further amaze in 
ont 

uoi until the position was thoroughly exhausted, 






According to atecent report from Russia, Count 
Tolstoy has lately laken up chess, and taken itup 
vigorously, ike all his other hobbies. He makes 
his family play with him all day long, and has 
tuled off a chessboard on almost every table in 
his house at Moscow. Even his dogs and cats 
have been christened with the ames of chess 
pieces. 








LATEST SHIPPING. 


ae 
ARRIVALS. 

Fathan, British steamer, 1,763, Day, 27th Mar 
—New York via ports and Suez 1, Kal 
25th March, Generals—Dadwell Carlill & Co. 

Izion, British steamer, 2,299. Nish, 27th March, 
—Liver pool via ports, Kabe, 26th March, Gene= 
sal—Butterfield and Swire, 

Venus, British steamer, 2.350, McGregor, 27th 
March,—Hongkong via Nagasaki and Kobe, 
a hb March, Mails and Genetal.—O. & O. S.S. 

Benvorlich, Britivh steamer, 2,164, Thomson, 28:h 
March,—London via ports, Kobe, 27th Mareb, 
General,—Comes & Co. 

Braemer, Boitish steamer, 2.316, Edward Porter, 
29th March,—Hongkong via ports, Kobe, 27th 
March, Mails and G-neral.—Dodwell Carlill & 
Ce 




















0. 

Rose Castle, Bzitish steamer, 1,776, Coglin, agth 
Mareh,—Autwero via Suez Canal and Singas 
¢, 1th March, al.—Sale & Co. 

ila, Be mer, 2,216, L. de B. Lockyer, 












Amara, British steamer, 1.569, P. H. Rolle, 29h 
March,—Hongkong, 21st Match, Rice.—Jar- 
dine, Matheson & Cu. 

Wally, Ge: man steamer, 3,038, S. Behrens, 3oth 
March,—Hamburg vie ports, Hongkong, 14th 
March, General, nons Evers & Co. 

Hachidate Mart, Japanese steamer, 2,093) 1. Na+ 
tasaki, 30h Maich,—Hongkong via Kobe, 17th 
March, Rice.--Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, 

Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 31st 
March,—San Branci: d aut Toth 
March, Mails and Ger ends O. & O.S.S. Co. 

Car), Geiman ship, 1,932, Hashagen, 31s March 
Middlesboroughi, 24th Oct., Coke and Pig te 
—Sale & Co. 

Wahu, Beitih steamer, 1,250, Bensov, 31st Mar. 

ig. 24th March, Sugar.—Jardine Ma- 

& Co. 

hh steamer, 2,169, Nicholven, 3tst 

March,—Singapore, 18h March, Ballast— 

Dodwell Carlill & Co. 

City of Rio de Faneiro, Aweri steamer, 2,275, 

Wm, Ward, stat March,—Hongkong vi 










































+ 3350, J. Barwise, rot 

verpool via porte, Kobe, 3ist Merch, 

tal.—Buttesfield & Swive, 

Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 866, K. Nobe- 
gist March, General. 


Lillian L. Re hh Barque, 1,696, E. E. 
Robb New York, 27th October, 
Kerosene Oil.—Standard & Co. 

Saikio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1.652, G. W, 
Conner, Ist Apeil,—Shanghai vid ports, 26th 
March, Mails and General—Nippon Yusen 
Kais! 

















DEPARTURE: 

Socotra, British steamer, 3,919, Jolin Paine, 26th 
Mare sdon via ports, Mails and General. 
—P.& O.S.N. Co. 

Riojun Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,010, A. E. 
Moses, 26th March,—Hongkong via ports, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kais 

Langbank, British steamer, 2,966, W. J. Rout, 
271h March,—Moji via Kobe, Gener al.—Samuel 


mann A 





























354 





Glenshiel, British steamer, 2,204, R. D. Jones, 27:0 
March,—London via ports, General—Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

Chusan, German steamer, 780, W. Wendt, 27th 

ch,—Amoy, General.—Simon Evers & Co. 

Venus, British stea 313, RK. McGregor, agth 
March,—San Brancises, Mails and General.— 
0.& O. Co. 

Glenzarn, British steamer, 1,425, W. Murray, 29th 
March,—Kuchinoshu, Ballast.—Jardine | Ma- 
thieson & Co. 

Foo Chow, Br 
agth March,—Moji, 
Swire. 

Loyal, German steamer, 1,237, Lorensen, 2gth 
March,—Kuchinoshu, Ballast.—Browne & Co, 

















h steamer, 1,253, J. Blackburn, 
Ballast-—Butterfield  & 


Terrier, Now wegian steamer, 1,008, W. Wilhelm-} 


‘sem, 29th March,—Moji, Ballast..—M. Raspe & 
Co. 

Sunda, British steamer, 2,987, S. G. D. 
goth’ March,—London via ports, 
General—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Braemar, Be 


Andrews, 
ails and 











30th March,—Portland Ovegon_via Honolulu, 


ish steamer, 2,316, Edward Porter, | K- 





Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 
F 


nich steamer, 


2,260, Jourdan, 


Ernest Simons, 
ports, Mails and 








Ixion, British steamer, 2,299, Nish, 31st March, 
—Londow via ports, General,—Butter field and 
‘Swire. 

Lennox, British steamer, 2,261, Williamson, 3oth 
March,—New Voik via ports and Suez Canal, 
General.—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 

Urd, Norwegian steamer, 1,968, Hansen, 31st 
March,—Seaitle, Washington, General.—Frazar 
& Co. 

Benlomond, British steamer, 1,754. C. K 
Intosh, 31st March,—Saigon, Ballast. 
& Co. 

Doric, Bri 

















Ih steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 1st 





April, —Hongk via ports, Mails and General, 
—O0.& O.SS. Co. 
PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per Bitish steamer Rohilla, from Hongkong 
and ports:—Mr, Hall Thomas, and Mr, Rhoden, 
i ; Mr. C. R.C. Narolay, Mr. Amarin and 
t,and Mr, Lo Pou Kook, in second class; 
and 3 Chinese, on deck, 

Per British steamer Doric, from San Francisco 
lu:—Ms, A. Tabbis, Me, FE. H, Clark, 

Cushing, Me. and Mrs, H.C. Hulbert 

Mes. W.-H. Hutbert, Miss M. Richards, 
Saroline V. Dorsey, Miss M. B. Prat, 
Mis. M.C.-Crow, Mi. Web. Crow, Mr. Ralph: 
Lowe, M:, Sam. B, Lowe, Mr, K. Oaki, Mr. Ray 
Bowief, Mr. H. H. Oliel, Mr. K. T. Watanabe, 
Mrs, Leigh Haunt, Master Henry Hunt, Col 
Churchill, Miss BE. L. Lukens, Mr. Chas, Freeman, 
Mr, Lamence Perrin, Mr. and Mr, Jolin J. Vae 
lentine, and Dr. Fukuoka, in cabin. lor Kobe : 
—Mr. and Mrs. Malcom McKenzie, Mis. W. J 
Schroth, Mr, R. E. McGlew, M+. Orca: Gueriz, 

nd Mr. Cam Lucas, in cabin, For Nagasaki :— 
Mv. B.S. Buckman, Mr. C. S. Crow, Mi. G. A. 
Taylor, Me. W. W. Taylor, Mr. P.M, Becht 
Mr. Henderson, Mr. E. Schutes, Mr. E. W. 
qT Mr. Wm. Kopp, Me. Geo. MeCul- 
T. Yonkers Mc. C,H. Yunker, 
cabin, For Shanghai:—Mrs, Win. Martin & 
2 children, Mis, A. F, Chamot, Me, FB. Davies 
Mr. A. de Bavier, Mr. A. Heath, and MR 
Harper, in cabin, For Hongkong :—Mr. & Mis, 
Hamilton King and 3 childeen, Mts. Adam 
Miss Julia Haste, Mrs. R. Gore, Col, Preston, 
Mrs, J. M. Shotwell, Mis, G. B. Efner, and Me. 
F. Lloyd Jones, in cabin, 

Per American steamer City of Ric 
from Hangkony via pots:—Mr. Tho, Gittins, 
Miss V. Porter, Mr, Chas. Rogers, Mr. C. Gib 
bens, Me. Tho. Kershaw, Miss Gittins, Mr. BM, 
Griffin, Rev. JS. Patton, Mr, O. D. Ri 
and Me. J. Gueggenbeim, in cabin, Fi 
Francisco!—Mvr. and Mrs. Holcomb, My 
Reenols, Miss Kaoke, Mrs. Cobun, M 
Longhurst, Mi Wilmer Hanis, Rev. 
Waples, wile and child, Dr. 
and 2 children, Mrs. J. 1, Patton and 
Sadie Patton, Rev. S.S. White, Mes. 
Miss White, Master White, Rov. ]. H. 
LAE 
Mr. Jas. Barry, 

Per Japanese steamer Satio Maru, from Shang- 
hai aud ports:—Count_ and Countess Ponnisky, 
Mr. D. Hatabu, Mr. Conder, Mr. T._B, Glover, 
Mr. Geo. Stanbury, Me. and) Mes. Bokui, Mr. 










































































de Faneiro, 














FA. 
C. H. Finch, wife 

tuald,” Miss 
S. White, 
eltee, Miss 
Gulick, Me. and Mts. Clembeotsor, and 











in cabin, 











Matsumoto, Miss Pelton, Miss St Me, Tejto 
and Mr, Barbour Sathi in cabin sand Mrs, 
Sakamoto, Mis. Lwami, Miss [wann, avd Murs. 1k 


Morita, in second class ; 50, steerage. 
A cS i 
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Nos, 2.60, Plain 61 ote 61.00 

uae 2 Nos. 2 80, PI 75000 77.00 

Per German steamer Hohenzollern by Prins| 5 pa be nite 
Heinrich, om Hongkong :—D1. G. Snecka, Mr. ‘Gassed 7200to 7900 
and Mr. W. Hagen, Mr, Homby, ‘The Misses} Nos. 2 80, Gassed 19.09 to 95.00 
Archdeacon and Mis.| Nos. 1/100, Gassed . 2,00 to 124.00 


Hornby, De. Dahle, 
Harris, Miss L. Sutire, Mr. ¥. Mutono, and Me. 
M, Isobe, in cab 





DEPARTKD. 

Per French steamer Ernest Simons, for Mar 
seilles and ports:—Me. and Mus. KK, Inonye, Mr. 
Thevenet, Mr. G. Brockelbank, Mr. Shillito, Me 
de Micheaux, Mr. R. Schmid, Mi. L. Bes 
Mr. B, Alexandroff, Mr. P. H. Cowan, M: 
Barendas, M+. M. Meyer, Ms. H.B. Call 
Mr, Robins, Madamg Okada Sumi, Mr. George 
Hay, Mr. Loo Wing Ban and) infant, Me. 

Chih Ling, Me, Guen Cheong Pov, Me. 
Kwan Gk chin, in cabin 5 184, in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, lor Shanghai 
via ports:—Mr. A.M. Koapp, Mu. H. J. Carrew, 
Mr. and Mis. S, Hibara, Mis. C. H. Otaldo, Me. 
Mi. and Mis. S. Hayashi, Me. 1 
and Mrs. S. Movita, and MT. 






















Sailed from San Francisco, March 12th at 445 
pam., arrived Honolulu, March 18th at 9 45 p.m. 
Had fine weather throug 





CARGOES. 


Per British steamer Venus, for San Francisco, 
Mar. 29'h :— 


Shanghai 
Hioeo 











Yokohama 
Hongkong 

Votat 

SAN “ne 

Shanghai - - = = 
Hongkong - 40 - 40 
Vokohama - 86 _ 86 

Votal rE - 126 - 126 


Per Brilish steamer Braemar, for Portland 
Oregon via Honoluly, zorh March :— 
THA 
Canaaa. H 





Total, 
Packages. 





Yokohama... 


Yokohama 


LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
Saee RNG AS et EY 
IMPORTS 
There is little or na demand and stocks of all 
kinds of piece yood continue to accumulate, while 
very few sales of yarns have been effected. Se 








owing toove , 
Quotations are all nominal. 
COPLOM PHEGIC GOODS 
84s, Sh yds. syincher $2 55 to 
Shictings—olh, Hb yds, (ginchey 
Vo Cloth—7ih, 2p yards, gainehes 
Ludiga Shictings—r2 yards, 
Prints—Assorted 2 
x and Saltrean Blac 





















to3 75 
toaas 








“"WOOLLENS : 
$0.30 0.50 
0.35 te oat 


30 te o.32b 





0.60 10.075 
a sn tao 8S 


© 50 tH 060 





1.50 to 





1 7sto 
Turkey Reds- 
32 inch 


ae agot 
Varkey Reds—4.8 Lo 5th, 24/25 yards, 

















eae es ale Sete | 


aa inches Soo to 3.50 

COLLOd Vann ram reer. 
fos 1624 $38-50 to 39.50 
Mos. 2812 41.00 to 43 00 
Mos! 3842 44.00 to 45.00 
Nos. 32, Doubles .. 46.00 to 48.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles St 75to 5450 





-|dlesbro’ and we understand that ma 


M5} rican oil arrive 











'ON. ran neue. 
Ameri $20.10 to 20.80 
Indian Hroach. + 20.50 to 21 00 
Chinese... a1 tom so 


The market is still very dull in almost every line. 

able shipment of Pig Iron arrived by 
ship Carl on the 315 from Mid= 
is on the 
way ont, Prices generally have a downward ten- 
dency and stocks of all kinds are increasing with 
ttle prospect of immediate clearance. Quotations 
are nominal. 











Rowal and aquave § inch. and upward.3.g5 lo 4.20 









fron Plates, asso: ted .. 420 Wo 4.50 
Sheet tron. 5.10 10 5.20 
Galvanized trom sheets .., . 8.30 10 10.00 


95010 6.10 
+590 10 600 
2.05 to 240 
3100 to §.2 
KEROS ne ats 
A very moderate business has been transacted 
ata slight reduction in prices. A cargo of Ame- 
at the Istinstant by the barque 


New York. 








Lillian L. Robins, vo 
Amencan . $2 00 to 2,07 

1.95 to 2.05, 
= 185 

During the past week there has been aa fair 
business transacted in Brown, principally Fore 
mosa and China, A very considerable shinment 
of Formosa brown artived by the steamer Muh, 
fom Anping, but whether this has been placed as 
yet we are unable to state, ‘There is little or no 
Manila in the market, Quotations are neminal, 
Very little business has been done in White ve: 
fined, 











4.20 
te 850 
1390 
3.70 to 465 
5.50 to 7.00 
735 900 





Mhown Tak 
Brown M: 
Brown Daiton 










0 
475 
85 





EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK, 
Demand has been very slack during the past 





week, aud sales only a’ to about 200 boxes, 
for America, Stocks amount to about 8,600 boxes, 
s ents include 18 bales per Braemar. 86 liales 
per Venus, and 208 bales per Empress of Fapan, 
all for America. 

auorations. 


Hate gat, toliaden., 
es— Katia 43 





Filatures: 
Bilat 





Nominal 
4930 to gas 
920 to 930 
880 to 890 
+ 900 to y10 
+ 830 to 860 
850 to 860 
+ 820 to 830 
+ 8g0 te 900 
820 to 830 
+ Bou to 810 
+ 780 to 760 












+ 840 to 8:0 
. 820 to 830 
sth, 790 to 80 
Saleedas—lo. 2 . 76. to 

amedas—Ho. a4. coe 








No business whatever bas been transacted, 
buyers waiting until some better qualities than 
those now in the market ative the produc 

stricts, Stock is estimated at 5,150 boxes, nearly 
all of undesirable quality. 

euo 

Noshi—Filature, Best 


ture, 
a, Be: 








Tions, 













Kila 
Noshi—Osh 


tro to 
Noshi—Osh 


too to 
goto 
joto 7! 
6s to 
115 to 
100 to 
gota 
Goto 
Ssto 575 
95 to 100 
85to go 
asto 30 


Kibiso—Bushu, fair 20 ty 224 


THA, 


No sales whatever have been reported during 
the week, and stock amounts only to 82,800 Ibs, 
A few snall shipments of previous purchases have 
taken place, the Braemar having shipped 68 nack- 
ages. the Venus, 450, and the Empress of Fapan 
267, for the United States and Canada, ~ 








April 2, 1898.) 








QuoTATiONS. 









Chaicest Nominal, 
Che é eg 
243 

d $27 toad 

25 to 24 

Good Commoa 21 to10 
Common .. 1p te 20 


EXCHANGE, 


London silver stead: 
both locally and in 


Sterling—Bank 












nd all rates unchanged 





On Germany—Bank sight 1054106, 
—_ Private 4 months’ 2103 

On Hongkong—Bank sight 64°/,dis. 
— Privateroday 8 

Ou Sleuipbal Baus sight » 80} 





vate 10 d 
Un India—Bank sight 
Private 30 di 


157 
Ka Silver (London) 


+ 2545 


LOCAL AND JAPANESE SHARE LIST, 


[Massas. Bisset & Ure’s List] 
Yokohama, April rst. 
Langfeldts have changed hands to-day at 
215. Iron Works are offering at yen 205, Gian 
Hotels at yew 235, Oriental Hotels at yen 130 
and Founders’ at yen 450. Bretts at yen 10, ¥. U. 
Clubs at par and Kobe Clubs at yen 5t. 
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Whispering in Beauty’s Ear 


The secret of preserving, purifying, and 
beautifying the skin, scalp, and hair to be 
found only in Curicura Soap, greatest of 
skin purifying and beautifying soaps, as 
well as purest and sweetest for toilet, bath, 
and nursery. The only preventive of un- 
sightly blemishes, red, rough hands, and 


Voluhaina Kngine & tron Works, Ld.. $$0 ... s0$ S. 


falling hair, because ‘the only preventive 
of inflammation and clogging of the Pores 


Sold throughout the world, British depot: FraNors Nuwauny & Sons, 1, King Kdward-st,, 
ion, Porren DRua ap CuEM. Conr., Bole Proprietors, Boston, 

‘g- Send to Mrsans. Newnery for “The Skin, Scalp, and Hal 

fally illustrated, with complote description and treatment, post free. 






book of 6 pages, 














MILKMAID 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 

contain all the cream of the original mill. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
yj] water is removed, nothing but the best 
] refined sugar added. 
H Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
H cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 






Kyashu Railway Compa 
Hokkaido Coal Mining 






























A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLG G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 


~——-+ WATERING 
| APPARATUS 


4 freezing & Ordi: ‘Hydranis: 
Newt Waker 
faves tere Boxes and 
‘Apparatus 










j nm-Metal, Copper; and. Cast- 


jan: backs and! Valves: Confectionery Plants. 
| E-QUESHIER, Ler, Ov 2400 Chosslate, Factories fied op to 


(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 
Hydropathle and ppars- 
eiaipplici tke Viaty ©. 
‘Vapour Baths (Berthe systems). 


GRINDING MAGHIERY fr att Kinds of cy or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
‘soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 

| MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
, MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 

/ Address Messrs. C. ROHDE & Co. 

Phere & Gon Pant | ‘YOKOHAMA. ; 





December 5, {38. le November 21st, 1896. 
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‘Trade Mark on every Casting. 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“ SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL ONSTRUTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESRIPTION. 
YRRANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, J AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 





| 


MACFARLANE’S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


TWO GOLD MEDALS, ALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 





WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 









j] The Physician’s Cure 
| for Gout, Rheumatic 


| safest and most gentle 
$84) Medicine for Infants, 


Ls Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, Children, Delicate Fe- 
Feadache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, ales, and the Side 
Bilious Affections._ meee Of Pregnasey. 





@ Sold Throughout the World, 
N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIAs. _. 


September 19th. 1897. g}m. 








LEA & PERRINS’ 


OBSERVE THAT THE ° 
SIGNATURE 


1S NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 
DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 
OUTSIDE WRAPPER 

of every Bottle of the ‘ 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 
pent | 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
and Export Oilmen generally. | ] 


RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 














LIEBIG 


‘COMPANY'S EXTRACT | 


ig 
is_a_ perfect tor t braces up tho <\stem to resist. | 
Neuralgia, Colds Ghd nuns: it Reeds the healthy H 
’ 

I 

> 

i 

> 

> 

> 





strengthens invalids.’ A perfect essence of 
ct Upon the system is lasting. not transitory 
© stimulants. In the Kitchen it provides the 
etising flavour, 






Sof good 
nourishment and 


ore 





t 
a s 

Sd <€ 

port! _t 


z 


48ins. 


8th, 1897. 








ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE.. 


“Most Refreshing.” 


NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
T OR CROWDED ROOMS. 


A true natural perfume 
made from flowers. 


Not a Chemical Preparation. 
“AOLINE” PERFUME, “3ost Retresbing* 


“AOLINE” TOLET SOAP 
tor the Complexion, 
“AOLINE” TOILET POWDER imparts « 
aelighttal bloom to the eomnplexion, 
“AOLINE” ekauere. Ds eliehitet for Handker- 
ticks, Gloves, 
“AOLIN Loc TOILET CREAM. Soft 
deautifying for the complex 
Of all Chemists aud Stores, 
J. KE. ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 


INVENTORS OF THY, CTAMRATED 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 


“ACharming Scent. H,The Duchessof Yor’ 


January rst, 1898, ly. 


















NOT SO FAR AWAY 
IN CHICAGO U. S. A. 


1S THE 
Greatest Mail Order House in the World. 


MONTGOMERY WARD & COMPANY, 


{11to 120 Michigan Ave. 
WHO ISSUE SEMI-ANNUALLY THE MOST COM+ 
PREHENSIVE 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 


AND 


BUYERS’ GUIDE. 


£00 paces (83s by It Inches), 2400 Alle 
ooo Rependable quotations, an 
ps wiaitod Heelncave lings 


‘Goeds Guaranteed a Represented or Money Refunded, 


Montgomery Ward & Co., 
CHICAGO, U.S. As 
111 to 120 MICHIGAN AVENUE. 








TAE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S PILLS. 


PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitaiep 

constitutions will discover that by the ase 
of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.” The bloodis the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


work entitled # The Nile Tribut 
T ordered the dragoman Mahome- 
fot the: Baki that | wana Doctors and T hed the west 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In I 
short time I had many applicants, to whom I served out @ 
‘quantity of Hollowa: 
ploret, as, poss 
create an’ under 
them of their valu 





















SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


Ina eres grmey for bad lee, bad trcast, and ulcerations 
ofiailkinds.” iC acts miracolousiy in healing uigerations, curio z 
arresting 








ng all inflammations: 
f his extraordinary travels 
Thad with me aquantity of 
to the people, and nothing 
dyin consequence, milk,fow' 











on 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of 
tha the demand became s0 great that I was Obliged €0 lock up 
the eel resalnien stock." 

Sole by a Chemiets and Medicine Vendorethroughont the 
wa sams 
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tion is to be held in the premises of the Eunai 
Exhibition, Kyoto, from the 11th inst. to the 
15th May, 

Severat cases of choleraic seizure have occur- 
red in Tokyo and Yokohama, Therehas so far 
been only one fatal case in each city. 


|THE regattas of the Imperial University and 


the Higher Commercial School will take place 
on the Sumida River on the gth and roth inst, 
respectively. 


Tur Naval Court Martial has given judgment 
on Captain Uryu, of the stranded) war-ship 
Fuso, andsentenced him to three months’ minor 


368| confinement. 
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Out Indian Frontier 





The Inpun Weekly Mail, 


“ parsce QUE DO 

















ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!” 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

No aotice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the * JAPAN 
Werksy Malt’? must be authenticated by the name 
d address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. 

ft is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed tothe ManaceR, and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
Addressed to the Epirox. 
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BIRTH. 
On the tt ii t No, 243-4, Bluff, the wife oj 
H. Pottak, of a daughter, 











SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tus Hoto Maru foundered off Tokohara on the 








h squadron was to assemble on the 
5th inst. at Chefoo. 





On the 3tst ult. 15 Formosan Chinese were 
killed at Shintenkai by aborigines. 


Iris reported that 
have been killed in a 
Mokpho, Korea. 


By Imperial Ordinance the Special Session of 
the Diet is convened for 14th May and the 
session will last 21 days, 


1 Japanese fishermen 
racas with natives near 











Germany has demanded of the Chinese Go- 
veinment an enlargement of the limits of the 
leased land at Kiaochou, 


Tue revised treaty between Siam and Japan 
signed in March last, was received at the Fo- 
reign Office on the 3rd inate tant, 





Wit a. view to developing a ta 


for fine art 
among Japanese. women.a@ co pet’ ext Ow 





Tarim Majesties the Emperor and Empress 
have contributed yen 600 for the relief of 
sufferers by the fire at Hongo, Tokyo, on the 





23rd ultimo. 


M. Muaavierr, Russian Foreign Minister, has 
red Great Britain that Port Arthur and 
Talien will be open to foreign trade like other 
Chinese ports. 





Marquis Sargo, Minister of the Navy, who was 
in a critical condition of health, has progressed 
so far that he will be able to attend the Office 
within a w 





Tur crews commissioned to bring home several 
of the torpedo destroyers from England will 
leave Yokohama by the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s 
steamer Zamba Maru. 


Tre Chinese Government has officially re- 
ported to the Japanese Legation thal the 
arrears of the indemnity to Japan will be fully 
paid on May 6th next, 














A GRanp celebration of the thirtieth anniversary 
of the removal of the capital to Tokyo is to take 
place on the roth instant. The Emperor will 
be present during part of the ceremony, 


Tur Russian Ambassador at Constantinople 
has intormed the Sultan that 20,000 recruits 
for the Far East would shortly traverse the 
Dardanelles in vessels of the Volunteer Fleet, 





Tue battle-ship Fuji, now atanchor in Yoko- 
suka, was opened for inspection to the members 
of the Red Cross Society trom the 5th inat., the 
number per day being timied totwo thousand. 











Aran extraordinary meeting of members of the 
Y. U. Club held on Wednesday afternoon it 
was decided to build a new Club house on Lot 
4-B, adjoining the present premises, which will 
be’ occupied until the new building is erected, 





Rumours are afloat Yokohama that the 
American ship William H. Mercy, which left 
New York on toih November last for Yoko- 
hama, has been in collision with a steamer on 
her way to this port, and received damage to 
her hull. 








In connection with the strained relations be- 
tween the United States and Spain a message 
has been received by a firm in the Settlement, 
Yokohama, from New York, instructing them 
that the purchase of silk should te postponded 
until farther notice. 


Ow the gth inst. a man named Sakurai Shiro, 
who had been dismissed from the service of a 
money lender in Tokyo, attacked and wounded 
his former employer, his wife and maid servant, 
with a sword, The girl is likely to die, The 
man has been arrested, 





Since last year the Comm 
ent bh 





ications Depart- 
een Constructing two great telegraph 





get. one from Tokyo 10 Sapporo, through 








Utsunomiya, Sendai, and Aomori, and the other 
from the capital to Kagoshima, via Nagoya, 
Osaka, and Kumamoto, The work is expected 
to be finished by March next year. 


Tut French Minister Resident at Peking has 
formally announced that in the event of the 
British claim for the lease of Wei-hai-wei being 
accepted by the Chinese Government, France 
would necessarily occupy some other ports in 
order to preserve the balance of power. 











Cuina has conceded the British demard for 
the lease ot Wei-hai-wei on its evacuation by 
the Japanese, tis believed that Japan regards 
the idea favourably, The Chinese Government 
has announced the opening to foreign trade of 
the three ports of Funing, Yochan, andChin- 
wang. 





A Lonpon telegram of the sth inst. says re- 
garding the relations between the United States 
and Spain :—Spanish and American statesmen 
express the gravest fear about ‘the siluation, 
Work in the two armies and navies is continu- 
ing day and night. The Spanish army is ready 
for mobilisation at any moment. 











Tue Yimes publisher a telegram stating 
that China has agreed to the French de- 
mands for a railway to Yunnan, the lease of « 





g station at Kwangchwan, the non- 
ion of the Provinces of Kwangtung, 
Kwangsi, aud Yunnan, and the appointment 
of a Frenchman as director of the Imperial 
Post. 





Tue steamer Esashi Maru, of Hakodate, atruck 
a submerged rock early on the 26th ult, while 
on her way to Otaru, and is said to be breaking 
up. Fourteen of the passengers are reported to 
have been safely landed, while the remainder, 
whose number is not slated, are reporied to 
have been drowned, 


Owine to nearly all the available steamers be- 
ing engaged in the transport of foreign rice to 
apan, the colton spinners are now greatly in- 
convenienced by lack of steam transport for 
cotton from Bombay, and recently Mr. Wi 
nabe, Director of the Colton Spinning Asso 
tion, came up to the capital to negotiate with 
the Nippon Yasen Kaisha for the special 
dispatch of a steamer to Bombay. 








Axt hopes of peace bet ween Spain and the 
United States are reported to have been 
abandoned. The Spanish Cabinet hes informed 
the Americau Minister that Spain must adhere 
to her resolve to wait until the insurgents 
for an armistice. Spanish patriotism is tho- 
roughly aroused. Numbers of Spanish ship- 
owners are applying for letters of marque, 
and privateering will be an important factor 
of the war. 





Tue Import market generally i augegi 
it wes last week, the high rates of interest de- 
manded by the banks and the unsettled state 
of affairs in the Far East contributing largely 
to this end. Cotton piece goods, yarns and 
woollens are only dealt in for immedi 
quirements, while in almost all lines of me! 
stocks are accumulating and many orders re- 
main unexecuted owing to the inability of the 
dealers to pay up and take delivery, In kerosene 
and sugar some little business has been done, 
but not on a large scale, Numerous shipments 
of rice from Saigon, Bangkok, Rangoon and 
Tongking have arrived both at this port and 
Kobe, ‘The quotations for this rice vary from 
yen 5.10 uncleaned to yen 5.90 cleaued. Exports 
have been very light during the week, nothing 
being done in tea and very little in silk, the 
crisis between the United States and Spain pre- 
veiiting’ ‘parchiaies for the pretanl, 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
<a 

Under a coustitulional government no secrecy 
ought to be observed with regard to affairs of 
domestic administration, Finance, education, 
and such matters ought to be managed on lines 
perfectly clear and intelligible to all, Buta 
different rule applies to foreign politics, In 
that region it is the custom of all Governments 
to observe secrecy. England is to some extent 
an exceptio Replying to questions putin the 
Honse of Commons, or delivering speeches on 
public occasions, the Ministers of the Crown 
occasionally make declarations as to the G 
verument’s foreign policy. That, however, 
an exception, The general rule is secrecy. 
Experience shows it to be a necessary rule, and 
‘its necessity is recognised in practice by all 
intelligent nations. Look at Russia’s case, for 
example, Until quite recently she seemed to 
have complete command of she situation in 
Korea. By cajolery at first, by mare or less 
arbitrary display of strength afterwards, she 
succeeded in making her influence paramount. 
Yet she suddenly stepped aside, abandoned ull 
the advantages she had gained, and virtually 
effaced herself. It does not appear, however, that 
the Russian people show any impatience or that 
they clamour for an explanation. They under- 
stand perfectly well that their Government is 
not acting unadvisedly ; that it has some pro- 
found purpose in view, and that it must be 
trusted to carry out its plans, In truth foreign 
politics and domestic politics are radically 
different in one important respect. A mistake 
in the former is, for the most part, irretrievable, 
Japan has never got over the terrible blunder 
made by Viscount Miura: it will stand against 
her for many a day. Hence it is that everything 
resembling precipilancy, every premature adop- 
tion of a hard-and-tast line, must be carefully 
avoided. Foreign politics are a series of com- 
promises, A nation yields in one direction to 
nin another ; retreats at one point to ai 
vance atanother, The Ministers entrusted wii 
the direction of foreign politics must be left a 
free hand, and not embarrassed by popular in- 
quisitiveness. Affairs in the Far East have 
reached a parlous condition, Germany has 
obtained a commercial pied a terre at Kiao- 
chou; Russia has virtually established herself 
in Liaotang ; England and France show signs 
of corresponding activity. In such a cris 
Japan's policy requires the most skilful and 
circumspect direction, The people appreciate 
the fact and are remaining silent, trusting the 
Government to adopt wise courses, But their 
silence must not be construed as evidence of 
thoughtlessness or indifference. They are keenly 
anxious and are not without strong opinions, 
But they recognise that the Government must 
not be embarrassed by inconvenient inquiries 
and rash demonsirations 

The abave is anepitome of the Fist Shimpo's 
views, Evidently our contemporary’s purpose 
is to encourage and maintain the state of reti- 
cence and self-resiraint: which 
already existing. 

































represents 
a*% 

The Xokumin has an article urging the im- 
portance of educating a spirit of maritime 
enterprise among the people of Japan. Ap- 
parently the ultimate purpose of the writer is to 
attract attention to the advisability of naval ex- 
pansion, and to correct the old-fashioned ten- 
dency to atlach paramount value to the land 
forces—a tendency which had its origin in 
pre-Restoration days when the laws interdicted 
over-sea voyages and the building of ocean- 
going ships, and when fighting was practically 
confined to the army, The Xokumin's thesia ex- 
tends, however, to commercial maritime enter- 
prise also. Its chief contention is that the only 
domain where Japan can hope to accomplish 
great things is the sea. Territorial expansion 
is not possible for her, but the ocean touches 
her on every side and invites her to profit by 
the innumerable routes and opportunities that 
it offers. Sundry stati are adduced to prove 
that there will soon be no space for the Japan. 
eae in Japan and that agriculture can not con- 
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But as the figures are dis 
tinctly erroneous some important instances, 
we refrain from introducing them. Indeed, 
the interest of the article centres entirely upon 
the evidence it affords of the growing disposi- 
tion to advocate naval axpension: 


supply their wants. 
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People talk of Russia us though she were 
immensely powertul and invincibly resolute, 
Powerful she certainly is Europe, but her 
strength in the Far East is insignificant. (We 
quote from the Yomiuri Shimbun). From the 
moment that war breaks out, her communica- 
tions with this part of the world are virtually 
severed. Her ships could not pass the Suez 
Canal, and could not obtain supplies of fuel for 
the voyage. It is precisely because she is so 
weak that she desires to obtain Talien and Port 
Arthur, for the possession of those places would 
enable her to establish an independent route 
from Europe and to mass a strong naval force 
in these seas, At present her condition would 
more correctly be described as one of weakness 
than as one of strength. With regard, again 
to the character of invincible resolution attri- 
buted to her, history does not endorse the im- 
pression, The advantages gained by her in her 
war with Turkey in 1774 had to be surrendered 
in 1857, and the concessions embodied in the 
Treaty of San Stefano in 1877 had to be materi- 
ally reduced at the Berlin Conference im- 
mediately afterwards, Russia's grip in not 
unrelaxable, She yields to necessity as do all 
Powers. Nothing is more essential to the 
successful conduct of foreign affairs than to 
look at both sides of every problem. Russia, 
studied attentively, is not the invincible giant 
that the Japanese have been wont to connt her 
since the retrocession of Liaotung. For the rest, 
no single State can take its own way in these 
es without regard to the interests, direct and 
indirect, of others, The records of Ito Cabinets 
do not dispel all apprehension that the country 
may incur loss through the pusillanimity of its 
statesmen or disappointment through their 
imperfect grasp of the situation. It is to be 
hoped that such fears will not be realized on the 
present occasion. 
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The Hochi Shimbun has an article com- 
miserating the Chinese inhabitants of Wei hai- 
wei because they are about to lose the protec 
tion of the Japanese. It would appear that not 
untilthe Japanese occupation of the place did 
the Chin become acquainted with the de- 
lights of living under just and upright admi- 
nistrators, and being secured against the ex- 
tortion and corcuption of which they are the 
consiant victims under their own officials, It 
would have been better for them had they never 
had a glimpse of suushine, for the darkness 
which is again about to fall upon them would 
then have been less unendurable, The Hocki 
says that they are much perturbed at the pro. 
spect of the Japanese evacuation in May. 


x # 

The duty of preserving the peace of the world 
devolves upon all countries, says the Tokyo 
Asahi, but not in an equal degree. China and 
Korea, for example, can not even secure (ran- 
quillity for themselves, and are, of course, in- 
competent lo take any practical thought for the 
peace of other countries, Then, again, geo- 
graphical considerations come into the question. 
Events occurring in Aftica can uot possibly be 
counted within the range of Japan's purview 
But in the Far East she has a responsibility to 
discharge and a duty to fulfill, What ought to 
be her auitude under existing circumstances ? 
It is s:ated that Great Britain has organized a 
naval demonstration in the Galf of Petchili and 
has asked China for a lease of Wei-hai-wei. 
That port is at present in Japanese occupation, 
and England has paid due attention to the fact 
by making the lease which she asks for condi. 
tional upon the evacuation of the place by 
Japan after the payment of the Indemnity. 
Japan has no reason to complain on that score, 
Bat what is the purpose of England's policy? 
Is it purely a selfish purpose? Possibly 
her step with regard to Wei-hai-wei is 











tinue to occupy the people’s ay ge or to 


oogle 


taken in the sequel of a secret arrangement 


with Japan, Possibly it is in the nature of 
Japanese recognition of England's services in 
aupplying funds for the discharge of the In- 
demnity. Leaving aside such conjectures, how- 
ever, the public would like to know the motives 
of Great Britain's procedure, After the 
acquisition of Kiao-chou by Germany and Port 
Arthur by Russia some measure to redress the 
balance of power became plainly necessary. 
But Jepan’s continued occupation of Wei-hai- 
wei would have been such a measure, and it 
does not appear that less imperative reasons pre- 
sented themselves for her remaining in posses. 
sion than for England’s entering into it. Is 
England céoperating with Japan in this matter? 
Or has Japan made up her mind to retire from 
the place incontinently on receipt of the residue 
of the Indemnity? If the latter be the case, 
Japan is not discharging her responsibility as 
‘one of the guardians of the perce in the Far 
East. 
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The Mippon writes in characteristic style 
about the opening of the country and mixed re- 
sidence. It says that the problem presents no 
diticulties at all so far as foreigners are cou- 
cerned, The trouble will be with the Japanese 
themselves, who may show a want of discretion, 
In business matters there is nothing to be ap- 
prehended. The Japanese can easily form 
guilds and take care of their interes Great 
advantages may be anticipated from the ex- 
perience of foreigners and from their capital. 
The more numerous they are the better. Paluy 
matters of official management and local ad- 
ministration need not perturb any one, As for 
the prisons, they certainly require improvement, 
Old abuses have not been swept away. But it 








is absurd to say that improvements should be 
effected for the sake of foreigners, The law 
considers the crime, not the criminal.. It ma! 
no distinction of persons. Very likely a foreign 
prisoner would find barley diet disagreeable. 
So, too, a Japanese imprisoned under Russian 
regimen in Siberia or under French in New 
Caledonia would suffer much more than if he 
were imprisoned in Japan, Such things cau 
not be helped. amstances alter cases. 
To expect that they should not would be extra- 
vagant. There is much talk, too, about the 
necessity of studying foreign languages. Thatis 
all very well, but what for? As a mere question 
of erudition ? Or for the convenience ot foreign 
visitors? Erndition is # capital thing, but itis 
a little ridiculous that people who can not read 
newspapers in their own language should want 
to study foreign tongnes in order to bring them- 
selves into touch with the affairs of the world, 
The average man can getall the information he 
needs about such matters by perusing the verna- 
cular newspapers. Atall ev here is no occa- 
sion forhurry, Mixed residence does not make 
erudition more essential than it is already — If, 
again, the idea be to promote the convenience 
of foreign visitors, it seems a little too good- 
natured. The opening of the country is 
like the opening of an intern | exhibi 
to which people are invited from all quarters 

guests, Business intercourse is the chief 
ing to be considered, and for purposes of busi- 
ness the best thing is * pidjin English,” unless 
aman can reckon on two or three years of di 
gentsindy. ‘ Pidjin English ” goes a long way 
and seldom betrays one into mistakes, Instead 
of floundering among intricacies of case, tense, 
prepositions and so on, it is easy and safe to say 
“me go Yokohama,” * me arrange No, 1." Ordi- 
nary folks had better take the simplest and most 
convenient sonte instead of overtasking their 
strength. Interpreters, of course, will be in 
demand. Just as the need of shorthand was 
not appreciated folly until after the Diet met, 
so the need of interpreters will be felt very 
keenly when the country is opened. But there 
will be nothing sudden. No great ingress of 
foreigners is to be anticipated. In short, the 
Nippon treats the whole question as coming 
quite within the range of every-day work, and as 
not deserving of any anxious attention 
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The recent complications at the Fine Arts 








School resulting in the resignation of Mr. 
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Okakura, the President of the School, are com- 
mented on by the Aichi Licht Shimbun. No 
teference is made to the exact causes of the 
trouble. The Mschi Michi deals rather with 
the general subject. It denies that Japan has 
hitherto had any “fine art” (junsez disutsu), 
in the true acceptation of the term, Herart has 
been simply decorative, or applied (kogei 
bijutsu). It has been much praised by foreig- 
ners, and doubtless it possesses many excellent 
qualities ; but itis, after all, an art of narrow 
range, rather peculiar than noble, There have 
been persons who, with axes of their own to grind 
—the Michi Nichi mentions Professor Fenvllosa 
among the number—insisted that Japanese art 
had some specially excellent features which 
placed it above foreign art and entitled itto in- 
dependent culture, But that view will not 
bear candid examination, The Japanese people. 
fare not artists, in the true sense of the word. 
Their gift is manual dexterity, They should 
cultivate that for all it is worth, but, at (hesame 
time, should study the fine art of the West. The 
mistake made at the so-called “ Art School” 
ia that fine art and applied art have been 
confounded. The two should be kept sepa- 
rate, Painting, architecture. and sculpture 
should be the subjects of instruction at a fine 
att school; other accomplishments should be 
Cultivated at a school of applied arts, which 
ht, if necessary, be adjoined to the fine art 
school. It is much to be regretted that the 
names of those honoured as “ Imperial Artists” 
(Teishitsu gigei-in) do not include any sculp 
tor or painter in Western style. Artists of the 
Occidental school have struggled long and 
manfally against adverse circumstances since 
Mr. Takahashi Yuichi and Mr. Goseda Horiu 
started an academy at the beginning of the 
Mijt era. Their achievements have not been 
great and their conduct has not always been 
free fram causes of censure, but, on the other 
hand, their difficulties and embarrassments 
have been painful, They deserve the sympathy 
and support of wealthy men. The whole sub- 
ject demands to be viewed differently by the 
‘Authorities, and the cultare of the arts should 
be placed on a new footing. 


























JAPAN WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN 
TEMPERANCE UNION. 
pi i eee 


The annual convention of the Japan 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union open- 
ed on Saturday morning at the Union Church, 

“Yokohama. The Union, which has done much 
good work among the Japanese, has for its 
president Mrs. Yajima, principal of the Joshi 
Gakuin, and Mrs, Inagaku and Miss Parrish, 
the representative of the American Section of 
the movement, are among its controlling 
spirits, while Mr. Ando ‘Taro, ex-Minister at 
Haw Judge Miyoshi, Mr. Tsuda Sen, Mr. 
Ninomiya, Mr. Hayashi Shigeru (President of 
the Yokohama Temperance Society) and others 
have greatly interested themselves in its opera- 
tions, ‘The present occasion was more than 
usually interesting on account of the banner 
presented by the Union for the largest propor 
tional increase of membership having this year 
come to Japan—a fact which says mich for the 
energy of the management and thoroughness 
of the propagandist work. 

The convention opened with a prayer meet- 
ing and a business session, when addresses of 
welcome from the churches and lay organisa- 




















tions, were read, and Committees, &c, appoint- : 


ed. In the afternoon the various reports were 
presented, showing good progress in all ditec- 
tions’ and poems, papers, and music were given 
by the girls, while the Hon-Taro Ando deliver- 
ed an impressive address on the evils of intem- 
perance, 

The evening meeting was largely attended. 
After an organ volantary by Mr, Edward 
Ganntlett. and devotional exercises, Miss 
Parrish prevented the banner with afew appro- 
priale remarks of praise and encouragement. 
Tt was a beautiful expanse of while silk, and 
represented woman holding up the world—as 
appropriate emblem of the potency of feminine 


influence in the affairs of the MERE gles him before long. 





either side of this central figure were the words 
“For God,and home, and every land” and “ Not 
willing that any should perish,” while below was 
the inscription ‘ World’s prize Banner, 1897.” 

ji Yajima and Mr. K, Ito also spoke, and 
the Rev. G.H. Ballagh, in a neat speech, con- 
gratulated the Union on its achievement, Vocal 
sols were given by Miss Tsuhe Yamada, 
Misses Allen and Spencer, and Mrs. 
Garst. The church was beautifully decorated 
with palms, evergreens, magnolias and Japan: 
ese flags, while a large picture of the late Miss 
Frances Willard, the President of the times, 
was displayed. 














On Sunday morming a sermon was given at 
gam by the Rev, Hosokawa, and Dr. Meacham 
preached on the subject of “The relation of 
women to the Temperance Reform,” making 
special allusion to the life work of Miss Willard. 





Willard was held, and in the evening a mass 
meeting, at which addresses were given by the 
Pastors of the Settlement, took place. 








THE JOSHI GAKUIN. 
+ 


A correspondent writes :—The opening of the 
session of the above Institution took place I 
week in the commodious Chapel, No. 33 Kami 
Nibaucho, Tokyo, The hall was filled with 
pupils, graduates, friends, and patrons of the 
School, An interesting programme was gone 
through very successfully, the pupils evincing 
in music, essays, recitations 
lish essays of considerable merit 
were modesily and distinctly read by Miss Tesu 
Motaki of the graduating class, The address of 
the Rev. S. I. Milliken, a Presbyterio 
man of Philadelphia, U.S.A., on a visit with 
his wife to a daughter, long a teacher and 
director of the School, was a happy effor!, giving 
the young ladies high and lofty ideals of their 
Mission in life, and how best to meet them. 
councelled them not to be dissatisfied with their 
environment but rather to make the home, the 
school, the community in which they are placed, 
the sphere for the accomplishment of the sweet- 
est and holiest duties of life, “ Better to fill 
the home with sunshine, than to shine as a 
star in society.” 

The school has the reputation of doing tho- 











effect. One modest little girl was pointed out 
as not making asingle mistake in her English 
grammar examination, ‘The beautiful voices 
of several of the pupils gave evidence of unusual 
natural gifts and caretul training. Mrs. Ya- 
jima, Japanese Principal, presented diplomas and 
certificates to twenty-six pupils and graduates 
of the different departments of the School, A 
feature of some interest was the singing twice 
over of the beautiful verse of H.M. the Em- 
press’ poem on education, and a class song 
composed by a member of the graduating class 
and sung beautifully by the four graduates, 
The programme was as follows: 


Piano Duet, Sonatine, Diabelli 
Yoshikawa, and K. Matsuda; Cho 


Misses M. 
3) Cluist 










“The 
TJ. Kustibe, 


Moteki jana Sola, 










Concone, 
Essay, “SI * Miss Na 
“Thou Hast Ascended ;” Piano Solo, * 


G. Merkel, Miss Y. 


Tsuda; 


Ksvay, 
Organ Solo, Volun 
5 Vocal Sols, Chorus, 





tary, 
«Sweet is Thy Mercy, 
and others; Essay, * Fri 
Vocal Duet, “The Butter 
Y. Kushibr, and K. Kato J composed by the 
Empress; Class Song.  Saniku,’” Words by Miss 
M, Omori; Address, Rev. S. J. Miliken; Chorus, 
* Halleluyah,” Schubert. 





by, Miss J. Kushibe, 
s,” Miss T. Muteki; 
H Vincent, Misses 























A tiger, measuring 7} feet in length and 
weighing z1olbs, has been brought down from 
Kaliang and sold for $80. It had been kilied 
by one of the trap guns, ‘The native honters 
report. having seen n very old tiger, nearly white 
with age, Although remarkably wily they hope 





In the afternoon a memorial service for Miss | 


clergy- | 4 


It Kobe 


rough work, without attempts at, or striving for] 


MONTHLY CUSIOMS REVURNS. 
eee eS 
The following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for Febrnary last, showing the foreign 
trade of the Empire for the month :— 
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SiLyaR YN siuvEm YAN. 
Exports .. 11,568,730.020 «. 11,445,247-370 
Imports 13/518 888 400 20,538,227.440 
Total exports and import 31,983,474.810 
Excess of imports 2,092,980 070 
customs 
Exports 113,780.402 
Imports 479,899,246 
Miscellaneous 21,917.789 
Tota! s+ 633,597-437 
YOTAL VALUE OF RXTURIS 10 AND IMPORTS FROM VARIOUS FORKIGN 
Export Imports. Total. 
Silver Yeo, siiey ¥en Silver Yen. 
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(E: ts 6, 1.772. 
By Japanese Merchants { Innponts 3875 ono 
F ( Exports 7,307,020-T00 
By Foreign Merchants { EXPorts +» 7.907/020:000 


Imported by Government .. 14.130 920 
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YAPAN AND THE FAR-EASTERN 
CRISI. 





—— 
At a conference of Progressists held at the 
Kairaku-en, Nihonbashi, Tokyo, on the gth inst, 








| the following resolutions were passed unanim- 


ously :— 

1. With @ view to secu ing the peace of the Far 
East, with which idea Japan withdrew from Lie 
J oatrong protests must be made against the 
action of Russ 4 Germany, 

2. In case Russia and Geemany do not heed 
our protests the Japanese Gavernment must take 
a steong atttiiude regarding the evacuation of 

wei. 

After the resolution was approved an acting 
committee was chosen, Messrs, Shiga Junko, 
Kudo Kokan, Oishi Masami, Taguchi Ukichi, 
Kono Hironaka, Suzuki Shigeto, Komuchi 
Tomotsune, and two members of the Upper 
and Lower Houses being elected. This com- 



















mittee will wait on the Premier shortly, and tt 
their representations are not regarded they have 
decidedto agitate throughout the Empue. 





360 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[April 9, 1898. 








JAVANESE PUBLIC OPINION ON 
THE SITVATION. 
qe beens 


The Fiji Shimpo, placing credit in the 
telegram that the British fleet has oc- 
cupied Port Arthur, and that Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government has declared Great 
Britain’s intention of seizing the place 
unless China agrees to lease Wei-hai-wei 
to England, says that Great Britain evi- 
dently entertains apprehensions about the 
future of Wei-hai-wei after its evacuation 
by the Japanese. China's inability to 
retain possession of it is a foregone con- 
clusion, and if it. falls into the. hands of 
some State other than England, the 
balance of power in the Far East will be 
completely upset. Great Britain gave to 
China the clearest possible warning that, 
should the latter agree to Russia’s de- 
mands, the balance of Power would be 
disturbed and England would have to 
adopt measures for redressing it. ‘There 
could be no daubt, therefore, that under 
the circumstances England was com- 
pelled to take some step. The step that 
she has taken is very exceptional. Port 
Arthur virtually belongs to Russia. China 
has leased it to her, and she has entered 
to possession. Hence the demonstra- 
tion made by the British fleet and the 
declaration made by the B ) Govern- 
ment amount to an announcement that 
England will not respectany arrangements 
concluded without her consent and in 
defiance of her protests. It is now quite 
plain that the movements of the British 
ships are not intended as a demonstration 
against China alone, but as a proclama- 
tion to all countries that Great Britain is 
determined to make her voice heard, If 
Germany obtained Kiao-chou by moving 
two or three ships, and Russia procured 
the Liaotung Peninsula without marching 
a soldier, it is not to be supposed that 
such a Power as England could have the 
slightest difficulty in getting a lease of 
Wei-hai-wei. The strong naval movements 
now in progress are consequently intended 
for the information of Western Powers, 
not for the information of China. If Eng- 
land could be sure of Japan’s continued 
occupation of Wei-hai-wei, she might be 
content to let matters stand so far as that 
place is concerned. Her fears are for the 
fate of the port after Japan evacuated it. 
Her present attitude is one of extraordi- 
nary resolution. Some may rd it as 
an attitude calculated to precipitate war, 
but such an unmistakable display of deter- 
mination is in truth the best way to bring 
about a solution of the present difficulties. 


























The ¥# writes also on the subject of 
the attitude that the Japanese people 
should maintain. It reviews the history 
of the retrocession of Liaotung, and says 
that the Japanese were not able to under- 
stand why their country’s occupation of a 
portion of Manchuria should have con- 
stituted a menace to the peace of the East, 
as the three Powers affirmed that it would, 
Nevertheless, since Japan’s original pur- 
pose in making war had been to establish 
conditions conducing to permanent peace, 
she refrained from obstinately adhering to 
acquisitions of Manchurian territory at the 
cost of a fresh appeal to arms, and acqui- 
esced quietly in a material reduction of the 
fruits of her victories. Itisnot tobe suppos- 
ed, however, that her tacit acquiescence 
signified content or approval. On the 
contrary, the feelings of the people were 
strongly excited, and they curbed them 
with difficulty. That is the wisest course 


'yGo 


Di 





to pursue on the present occasion also. 
Doubtless the arbitrary and_unjustifiable 
aggressions of European States in the 
very regions from which Japan was re- 
quired to withdraw must produce a strong 
effect upon the mind of the country, and 
may even lead to a recrudescence of anti- 
foreign feeling. But all anti-foreign de- 
monstrations would be perfectly futile 
and might be mischievous. The people 
must trust their statesmen to do the best 
that is possible under the circumstances. 


The Yomiuri Shimbun expresses great 
admiration for the rapid and resolute 
It 


methods of England’s foreign policy. 
notes that when Russia entered the 
field as a claimant for the Liaotung 





Peninsula, England refrained from ma- 
king any direct protest to Russia, and 
contented herself with warning China 
that if the Russian demands were acced- 
ed to, the balance of power would be 
disturbed in the Far East and England 
must take steps to redress it. The motive 
of British procedure on that occasion was 
quite plain. Russia is a formidable 
adversary, and the perils of defying her 
are much greater than the profits to be 
acquired by defeating her. But China can 
be easily coerced, and considerable results 
can be obtained at small cost. England 
therefore sehected China as vts-d-vis in pre- 
ference to Russia, and her demand fora 
lease of Wei-hai-wei was perfectly in accord 
with that line of policy. But now comes 
the news that her ships have entered Port 
Arthur, and that she intends to hold the 
place, quite irrespectively of its lease to 
Russia, until China gives a pledge to lease 
Wei-hai-wei. That is a striking example 
of boldness and celerity, Russia sees her- 
self confronted by the contingency of war 
with a Power far stronger than she is at 
sea. The only way to avoid the war is to 
induce China to accede to England’s de- 
mand, Therefore Russia will bring all 
possible pressure to hear on the Peking 
Government in order to induce it to pro- 
mise the lease of Wei-hai-wei. People 
are fond of talking of the weakness and 
want of ability that characterise Great 
Britain’s foreign policy. There may be 
some grounds for such a criticism in ordi- 
nary times, but let England’s interest 
ibe seriously menaced, and she steps out 
at once, defying the whole world and 
plainly showing her contempt for other 
tnations (shertye ni nirami-tsukeru is the 
expression used by the Vomiur#, which 
signifies ‘‘to glare at contemptuously 
over one’s shoulder”). What a contrast 
she presents to Japan! Wei-hai-wei is at 
present in Japan’s possession, She is 
under promise to surrender it as soon as 
the Indemnity is entirely paid off. But 
the promise was made under conditions 
totally different from those now existing. 
Japan would be perfectly justified in seek- 
ing to prolong her occupation of the port. 
Yet her statesmen have not made the 
slightest move in that direction, They 
seem bent upon evacuating Wei-hai-wei 
without a word. In short, Japan makes 
no figure at all in all these complications. 
She has a strong army ; she has a strong 
navy ; she has forty inillions of patriotic 
people ; but she has no foreign policy. 














The Kokumin Shiméun has a short arti- 
cle insisting that Japan should either re- 
tain Wei-hai-wei or obtain some other 
port in exchange for it. Our contempo- 
rary’s line cf argument is that Japan is 
allowing herself to be effaced altogether 


gle ty 














at this crisis. England, Russia, and Japan 
are the three Powers possessing incom- 
parably the largest interests in the Far 
East. They stood on an equality, so far 
as their rights were concerned, until quite 
recently, But Russiahas obtained Talien 
and Port Arthur, and England is on the 
verge of obtaining Wei-hai-wei. China's 
communications with her two capitals, 
Peking and Mukden, will thus be com- 
manded by foreign States. In short, the 
general position the Far East will be 
radically changed, but the positions of! 
Great Britain aud Russia will be equalized. 
Japan, on the contrary, will be left out 
altogether in the cold. She will have lost 
everything. 











We have already stated that public 
opinion in Japan begins to show signs of 
considerable excitement with reference to 
the Far-Eastern problem. The growing. 
sentiment is, of course, reflected in the 
columns of the vernacular press. The 
politicians of the Opposition are evident- 
ly disposed to make the Government's 
self-contained policy an object of violent 
attack, and to rouse the nation to strong 
protest. 

The Mainichi Shimbun (Progressist) 
reverts to the story of the retrocession of 
Liaotung and represents the incident ina 
light calculated to create indignation in 
the minds of readers. The gist of our 
contemporary’s article is that, whereas the 
pretext employed to drive Japan out of 
Liaotung wasfthat her occupation of the 
place would endanger the peace of the 
East by rendering the situation of 
Peking precarious, the very countries by 
whom that pretext was employed are 


now engaged in seizing the same 
territory for themselves. It was never a 
prudent policy on Japan’s part to 


become the possessor of a large treat of 
territory in Manchuria, Her resources 
would have been severely taxed to main- 
tain herself there, and the advantages 
would not have been commensurate. But 
she certainly needed a naval station, and 
the peninsula ought not to have been 
surrendered without some acquisition in 
that sense: Above all it ought not to 
have been surrendered without a clear 
understanding as to the principle involved. 
If Japanese tenure of the place endanger- 
ed the peace of the Orient and menaced 
the security of the China capital, tenure 
by any other foreign Power musi have 
the same consequences. In restoring the 
territory to China, the Japanese Govern: 
ment Ought to have insisted on interna- 
tional recognition of the principle that no 
subsequent alienation of the same territory 
should take place. Jt ought, in fact, tohave 
been made quite clear that Japan aban- 
doned the fruits of her victories for the sake 
of securing the integrity of the Chinese 
empire and thereby preventing any dis- 
turbance of the peace of the East, and to 
that end the three Powers which interested 
themselves directly in the matter should 
have been required to give a guarantee that 
not only would they themselves abstain 
from encroachments upon the regions in 
question, but that they would also combine 
to protect them against encroachment 
from other quarters, as they had combined 
to protect them against Japan. Had that 
course been adopted by the Japanese Go- 
vernment, China would have recognised 
the sincerity and uprightness of this coun- 
try’s intentions, aud substantial gain 
would have accrued not to Japan's 





reputation alone, but also to the cause 
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for which she lad fought, the tranquillity 
of the Orient. Unfortunately nothing 
of the kind was done. This coun- 
try simply bowed its head to the man- 
date of the three Powers, and accepted 
a money payment in lieu of its territorial 
acquisitions and of the moral rights obtai 
ed in the war. The net result of Japan’s 
victories was that she exposed China's 
weakness to the world, and then left hey 
neighbour to be preyed upon by everr 
aggressive Power that chose to stretch out 
hands of spoliation. She is now a spec- 
tator of the results of her blunders. 





The Mainichi heightens the effect of 
its sensational writing—which already 
derives sufficient force from the truths it 
embodies—by reporting that the Cabinet, 
at its meeting on the 2nd instant, resolved 
not to interfere in any way in the com- 
plications now occuring but to play the 
part of an uninterested spectator. It is 
admitted that this version of the Cabinet’s 
decision is based on hearsay only, but the 
Mainiché thinks that it is just what might 
be expected from the present Ministry. 
For what purpose, then, asks our contem- 
porary, has Japan spent hundreds of mil- 
lions of yen on her army and navy ? 


The Hochi Shimbun (Progressist) writes 
even more strongly than the journal we 
have just quoted. Its language is direetly 
incentive to war with Russia. There 
should not be the least difficulty, it says- 
in determining Japan’s policy at the 
present juncture. Te sitnation is pre- 
cisely analogous to that which existed at 
the time of the war with China. Japan 
entered upon that war for the purpose of 
establishing the independence of Korea, 
which was rendered illusory by the at- 
titude of China. Japan believed that the 
peace of the East could not be main- 
tained unless the independence of Korea 
were secured, and she did not shrink from 
war to attain that end. Russia now oc- 
cupiesthe place that China held in 1894, and 
the China of to-day is the Korea of that 
time. Unless tWe integrity and indepen- 
dence of China are maintained, the peace 
of the East can not possibly be preserved. 
But China is being torn to pieces. The 
integrity and independence of her empire 
will soon be idle words, Who is the ag- 
gressor? Who is the destroyer of peace ? 
Who was it that drove Japan out of Man- 
churia? Who is it that has now seized 
Manchuria? If Japan did not hesitate to 
enter the lists against her neighbour, her 
kinsman, her natural friend, China, why 
should she hesitate when an alien aggres- 
sor, Russia, has to be faced? To be true 
to herself she must stand forth boldly now. 
A greater task faces her, but that simply 
means a greater effort on her part. She 
must be consistent in her policy. What- 
ever reasons existed to fight China in 
1884 exist with incomparably greater 
force to fight Russja to-day. There is no 
excuse, no palliation, for Russia’s conduct 
in Manchuria, To look back upon the 
events connected with the retrocession of 
Liaotung and to contrast them with the 
events that are occurring now must make 
every Japanese thrill with indignation. If 
ever there was a time when the country 
should assert itself, now is the time. 














The Nippon also writes in an indignant 
strain. The gist of its contention is that, 
by sitting quiet throughout this cris 
Japan has allowed herself to be complet: 
ly effaced. The coast of northern China 









has passed, or is about Gossie” she had to anti 








guardianship of Russia, Germany, and 
England. The shores of the central por- 
tion, including the valley of the Yangtsze, 
have been brought within the sphere of 
England's influence. Chusan is in effect 
British, and Samsha also will soon have 
the Union Jack floating over it. In short, 
from Shantung to Hongkong, Great Britain 
is paramount, and southward of Hongkong 
France may be said to be mistress. Japan 
is totally excluded. Her position in For- 
mosa and the Pescadores counts for no- 
thing. Germany's seizure of Kiao-chou 
was an act of piracy. , Russia’s action in 
Liaotung is in direct contradiction of the 
grounds upon which she procured the re- 
trocession of the place by Japan. Great 
Britain’s procedure with regard to Wei- 
hai-wei, which is now in Japan’s posses- 
sion, belongs to the same category of 
proceedings. The Government must 
choose one of two courses. It must 
enter an emphatic protest against the 
action of Germany and Russia, and it must 
announce its refusal to agree to the un- 
conditional lease of Wei-hai-wei to Eng- 
land. The alternative course is to abandon 
all expansion of armaments and step out 
of the Far-Eastern arena altogether. 


The Chuo Shimbun (National Unionist 
organ) writes in a different strain. It 
does not offer any definite advice as to 
the course that the Japanese Government 
ought to take, but it represents Russia as 
having intrigued by every means in her 
power to prevent the leasing of Wei-hai- 
weito England. Wei-hai-wei in British 
occupation would destroy the usefulness 
of Port Arthur as a Russian naval station. 
Russia knows, however, that even in com- 
bination with France she would have no 
chance against England in the Far East if 
swords were drawn. She has been oblig- 
ed, therefore, to resort to intrigue, endea- 
youring, on the one hand, to excite Japan- 
ese public opinion, and, on the other, to 
prevent China from paying the remainder 
of the Indemnity. France is abetting 
Russia by threatening that if China accedes 
to Great Britain's demands, a catalogue of 
French demands also will have to be con- 
sidered. But England pays no attention 
to these obstacles. She steadily pursues 
her path, and already her demand for 
Wei-hai-wei, subsequently to its evacua- 
tion by the Japanese, has been ac- 
ceded to by China. The Chinese Go- 
vernment is like a baby among grown 
people. It has to do exactly what it 
told to do. At last, however, it is realiz- 
ing the necessities of the situation and 
adopting the only method of preserving 
some of its belongings—placing them at 
the service of all nations as marts of 
general trade. 














The Kokumin Shimbun (pro-Progres- 
sist) reviews the course of recent events 
briefly and strikingly. Germany probably 
took Russia into her confidence before 
Kiao-chou, but the seizure neverthe- 
less disturbed the balance of power from 
Russia’s point of view. Hence Russia’s 
measures with regard to Liaotung. But 
with Russia at Port Arthur and Talien 
the situation became intolerable for Eng- 
land. Hence her action with regard to 
Wei-hai-wei. These three Powers, then, 
have redressed the balance so as to suil 
their convenience. France remains, and 
France has given notice that her turn 
will soon come. There are other Powers 
to be considered, however. China is help- 
less. When she gave Kiao-chou to Ger- 
ate Russian 


















demands, and they came. When she gave 
Liaotung to Russia, she had to anticipate 
British demands, and they came. When 
she gives Wei-hai-wei to England, she 
has to anticipate French demands, and 
they will come. All these Powers have 
interests in the Far East. But to Japan it 
is a question of more than interest: it is 
a question of life and death. Yet the 
Japanese Government is not heard from. 
What does it propose to do? 


“ SCOTUS.” 


pasties rata 

It is gratifying to observe that we fur- 
nish healthy and lucrative occupation to 
our friends. ‘ Scotus” peppers us with 
broadside after broadside of his popguns 
through a column and a half of the Kode 
Chronicle, and seems to be quits pleased 
with his own performance. We like to 
see him amused, and trust that his readers 
also enjoy the spectacle of his fumes and 
flashes. At the end of his numerous 
salvoes of blank ammunition, he gravely 
advises the Kobe Chronicle to leave us 
alone. Perhaps that would be wisest, 
and as “Scotus” is a goodnatured sort of 
soul, we presume that, like the lecturer 
on temperance who made himself tipsy by 
way of awful example to his audience, 
“Scotus” has been displaying in his own 
person the consequences of attacking us. 
We have already had occasion to eulogise 
his logic. We now extend the compli- 
ment to his consistency. He says that all 
his assaults upon Caliban, the coolie and 
the jails; all his talks about ‘“ meaning 
smiles” and the dreadful conduct of 
Japanese students; all his threats about 
appealing to a wider audience to procure 
the universal condemnation of these rude 
lads and truculent labourers, have been 
simply a trap to drawthe Mazi, and to 
obtain materials for a pamplet wherein 
our controversial methods might be shown 
up. A little hard upon Caliban, the coolies, 
and the students, perhaps, to be made the 
corpus vile of such a device. But let that 
pass. The evidence of our snarer’s con- 
sistency is that while he himself com- 
placently claims, to have been setting 
traps to draw us, he declares that the 
sin of ‘stirring up needless strife” lies at 
our door, Those two propositions hang 
together artistically. Had “Scotus” 
stopped there, he would have made quite 
a pretty little display of fireworks. But 
why does he spoil the effect by borrow- 
ing that rusty old blunderbus so often dis- 
charged at our head by our sporting local 
contemporaries? Why does he endorse 
their plaintive plea that if the Mai had 
never checked their liberty of abuse, they 
would not have degenerated into licence ; 
if the Afai? had not protested against their 
prejudice, they would never have been 
“ precipitated into useless attacks upon 
the Japanese?” Truly does ‘ Scotus” 
call them ‘useless attacks ;” yet he would 
fain persuade the public that to have 
suffered controversial defeat at the hands 
of the AMaz/ justifies an editor in sticking 
knives into the Japanese. Vicarious 
revenge of that kind may be pleasing to 
the rudimentary passions, but to us it 
suggests the notion of a man who should 
contend that because a constable prevent- 
ed him from stealing Paul's coat, no one 
could blame him for cutting Peter’s throat. 
There is reason to suspect, however, that 
“Scotus” is indulging in sarcasm, and 
that he appraises this stock excuse of 
his confederates at its true value, for he 
tikeais)Ahéempto the Devil and compares 
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the ¥apan Mail with the parson who 
lived by rebuking the imp of darkness. 
Still we are pained by any lapse from 
logical methods on the part of such a 
scholar as “Scotus”—a logician who, 
while charging that one of our devices is 
to “rely on our own clientdle never see- 
ing the other journal” which we contro- 
vert, is himself careful to conduct all his 
assaults upon the Yokohama Mail in the 
columns of the Kobe Chronicle. But 
enough. We must not contribute any 
more copy for the Damoclean pamphlet. 
Having fallen headlong into the trap set 
for us, and being now in imminent danger 
of execution in a brochure—which every- 
body will read, of course—we have only 
one hope left, namely, that ‘‘ Scotus” 
will not finally enlist in the chorus of 
irresponsible revilers. A pleasant little 
sparring match is good in its way, but we 
seem to discern signs of moral degene- 
racy about our old vis-a-vis when he 
shelters himself under the hackneyed and 
‘hypocritical pretext of the local draw- 
pluckers—the plea that a benevolent 
desire to improve the Japanese is their 
motive for vivisecting them. Did he ever 
hear the story of the Cornish miner who, 
having fallen down a shaft and been shat- 
tered out of all human shape, was re- 
minded by the parson that “whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth.” Then,” 
whispered the dying man, “ Gawd Amigh- 
ty must ha’ been very fond o’ we uns.” 





GREAT BRITAIN AND RUSSTA. 
> 








It is scarcely necessary, we imagine, to 
point out the utter incredibility of the 
telegram published by the $g¢ Shimpo 
from its special correspondent in Peking, 
to the effect that British ships have been 
sent into Port Arthur, and that the British 
Government has declared its intention of 
seizing the place, irrespectively of its 
having been previously leased to another 
Power, if China refuses to lease Wei- 
hai-wei to England. Unless we conclude 
that Her Majesty’s Government has been 
carried away by a sudden vertigo, it is 
impossible to place any faith in such in- 
telligence, The step attributed to England 
would be a wanton precipitation of war. 
Russia would have no exit from the situa- 
tion except to fight her way out of it. She 
has obtained a lease of Port Arthur and 
has entered into occupation of the place. 
She could not tamely allow, England to 
wrest it from her, any more than England 
could allow Russia to deprive her of Hong- 
kong by force. Besides, the procedure 
described by the ivi Skimpo's correspond- 
ent would be the clumsiest policy conceiv- 
able in so faras its influence en China is 
concerned. China is threatened with the 
loss of all her good naval ports in the north. 
She could scarcely, under any circum- 
stances, suffer greater loss than that now 
confronting her, and she might not only 
derive considerable satisfaction from 
seeing her enemies fight over the spoils, 
but might even hope to emerge with one 
of them for protector and ally. The idea 
that she should cut up her empire in order 
to prevent those that covet the pieces 
from flying at each other’s throats is too 
romantic for every-day politicians. We 
can not doubt that the $4 Shampo's cor- 
respondent has been misinformed. ‘The 
British fleet is probably at Chefoo, and 
Her Majesty’s Government i iti 
China’s answer about Wei-ha = s 
to the nature of the answer, there can be 
very little question. Go 
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A more wholesome state of affairs would 
be inaugurated, we venture to think, if 
every foreigner coming into collision with 
a Japanese was not elevated to the pedes- 
tal of a hero by the local press. There 
have been two rather interesting illustra- 
tions within the past few days. Mr. E. B. 
Jones, riding along one of the streets of 
Yokohama, found himself unable to pass 


AND FIKLD. 


four drunken men Who occupied the road. 
Mr. Jones rode against one of them, and 
a row ensued, the upshot being that one 
of the Japanese came out with a blackeye, 
and Mr. Jones had a rather rough time on 
his way to the police-station. Now the 
obvious reflection is that Mr. Jones should 
have dismounted, If the men blocked 
the road, he had no manner of right to 
attempt to ride through them. According 
to his own account, he was riding very 
slowly. He could, therefore, have dis- 
mounted without any difficulty. Whena 
cyclist runs into pedestrians under such 
circumstances, the consequences can not 
be predicted. It is absurd to infer any 
general hostility to foreign cyclists on the 
part of the Japanese lower orders, 

The second case is more. striking. 
Four cyclists, attempting to pass the 
bridge at Enoshima, were asked to pay 
6 sen each by way of toll, They consi- 
dered the charge exorbitant, declined to 
pay, and when. the toll-keeper, assisted 
by some other Japanese, attempted to 
prevent them from passing, they “thrust 
aside all resistance and broke through.” 
The toll-keeper ‘followed them to their 
tea-house; the landlord of the latter 
assured them that the charge was correct; 
but they still declined to pay. On their 
way home, the demand was again pre- 
ferred at the bridge and again refused, 
whereupon the toll-keeper and his friends 
seized one of the bicycles and a kind of 
struggle ensued, which ended in a com- 
promise for 3 sex. The newspaper by 
which the incident is recounted says :— 
“The leader of the party had unfortuna- 
tely forgotten to bring his revolver, or the 
affair might have ended very differently.” 
Apparently this journal thinks that a 
dispute about the propriety of payinga 
bridge-toll of two farthings or three 
farthings per man and per bicycle would 
have been a proper occasion for using a 
revolver! Apart from that, however, what 
is quite plain is that these four cyclists 
were wholly in the wrong. If they con- 
sidered the rate of toll too high, they had 
their proper remedy—complaint subse- 
quently toa policeman. But to ‘ thrust 
aside all resistance and break through” 
is an utterly unjustifiable course, which 
they would not have ventured to take in 
in any European country. There can be 
no second opinion about the matter. So 
far from sympathising with the four 
cyclists, we do not hesitate to say that 
conduct like theirs is largely responsible 
for the bad blood that has been created 
between foreigners and Japanese in and 
about the settlements. ‘There was a right 
way of proceeding and there was a 
wrong way, and they adopted the wrong 
way, pursuing it to the bitter end. That 
they should be held up as heroes by a 
local journal is merely an indication of the 
singularly perverted views that prevail in 
some quarters with respect to intercourse 
en foreigners and Japanese. 

















THE BOOMERANG. 

The “deadly parallel” is a very effec- 
tive weapon when skilfully employed, but 
it has boomerang qualities troublesome 
to the tyro. For example, a few months 
ago we took occasion to denounce a theory 
propounded by the Yapan Gasette that 
England had entered into collusion with 
Germany, Russia, and France for the 
partition of China. We said that such an 
accusation was a monstrous misconcep- 
of English and of the 
methods of British statesmanship. A few 
days ago, commenting on England’s action 
in demanding a lease of Wei-hai-wei, 
we said that some people would probably 
accuse her of having joined the game of 
grab, but that such an interpretation of 
her proceedings would be quite erroneous. 
The Yapan Gazette prints these two 
statements in parallel columns, intending 
to suggest that they are contradictory. 
Does the ¥apan Gazette adhere, then, to 
its assertion of last November that Great 
Britain has entered into an agreement with 
Germany, France, and Russia for the 
partition of China? Does it mean to 
allege that England’s application for a 
lease of Wei-hai-wei is made in conse- 
quence of such an agreement? If not, how 
can it possibly pretend to think that the 
present situation bears out its accusation 
of collusion between England, Germany, 
France, and Russia for the spoliation of 
China? A great many strange things 
have appeared in the columns of the 
Japan Gazette, but none quite so strange 
as this pretence that Great Britain, Russia, 
Germany, and France have formed a 
partnership forslicing up China. If, on the 
other hand, the Gazette has abandoned that 
extremely silly notion, what on earth is 
the meaning of the. parallel it now 
attempts to draw ? 
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7HE DEMONSTRATION. 
Seen es 

Our loyal evening contemporaies seem 
determined to prove that Great Britain is 
making herself ridiculous by her naval 
demonstration. They laugh at every 
motive perceived by others for her actions, 
but are careful not to suggest any ex- 
planation themselves. In short they 
would have the public believe that Her 
Majesty’s Government has ordered an 
idle and silly display, which can not 
possibly serve any useful purpose and 
is merely designed to over a pusillani- 
mous retreat made by Great Britain 
during the recent complications. Doubt- 
less the statesmen now entrusted with the 
administration of the British empire’s 
affairs would be well advised if they took 
ship with all speed and came to Yoko- 
hama in order to sit at the feet of the 
journalistic Gamaliels of this Settlement 
and learn the rudiments of statecraft in 
our sapient local school. Such of us, 
however, as do not happen to be gifted 
with the magnificent insight of the Solons 
of the editorial stool, may find comfort in 
the reflection that foreign Powers do not 
experience any difficulty whatever in 
deciphering the significance of Great 





Britain’s demonstrations, and that the 
contempt which her own patriotic subjects 
take pleasure in heaping upon her actions, 
is not felt in. any measure by other 
nationals!) © 3" 
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THE CELEBRATION ON THE TENTH 


INSTANT. 
+ 
A change has been made in the pro- 
gramme for celebrating the thirtieth 


anniversary of the transfer of the capital 
to Tokyo, which falls on the roth instant. 
The original idea was to organize the 
chief part of the fate in Uyeno Park, 
whither it was hoped that the Emperor 
would proceed and receive an address 
from the citizens. But for reasons which 
are not explained, it has now been decided 
that the ceremony shall take place jn the 
large space opposite the frdnt entrance to 
the Palace—that is tosay, the space within 
the Sakurada Gate and on the east of 
Niju-bashi, which, as some of our readers 
are doubtless aware, is the name of the 
outer bridge into the Palace enclosure. 
The Emperor has signified his intention 
of being present, and, after receiving an 
address from the citizens, his Majesty 
will drive through the streets of Tokyo. 
We understand that very extensive pre- 
parations are on foot, and that, among 
other interesting spectacles, there will be 
a procession of several hundred geisha 
from Shimbashi to the Sakurada Gate, 
Particulars as to time and so forth will 
doubtless be published during the course 
of the next two or three days. 





It has been given out that the Emperor 
intended to drive through the streets of 
Tokyo on the roth instant, after receiving 
an address from the citizens in the grounds 
opposite the Niju Bridge of the Palace. 
The Nacht Nichi Shimbun says, however, 
that the Imperial Household Department 
has prayed the Emperor to abandon the 
intention, inasmuch as influenza is very 
prevalent in the city, and the presence 
of crowds of people in the immedi- 
ate vicinity of his Majesty’s carriage 
might prove dangerous. The Wiché Nicha| 
suggests that, under the circumstances, 
either steps should be taken to withdraw 
the petition asking his Majesty to honour 
the ceremony with his attendance, or the 
celebration should be postponed to a more 
favourable time. Postponement would 
certaiuly seem the wisest course, for the 
prospect of a fine day is not great. Ac- 
cording to indications accepted as con- 
clusive. by Japanese weather-prophets, 
rainy days are likely to be largely in the 
majority throughout the month, 


His Majesty the Emperor bas siginfied his 
intention of bei g present at the principal event 
of the ceremony on the roth instant, which 
takew place on the east of the main entrance to 
the Palace. ‘The Imperial progress through 
the city will, however, be dixpensed with, Pre- 
parations ate now being made ou a consider 
able scale, large sums having been subscribed 
hy the citizens. 










THE SITUATION. 
Sig 
The British fleet appears to be assem- 
bling at Chefoo. Intelligence received 
yesterday (4th) in Tokyo indicates that 
eight vessels were anchored there on the 
3rd. There was a rumour in Chefoo that 
the ships are ultimately to proceed to Port 
Arthur, but nothing appears less likely. 
Of course the sensational telegram of the 
and instant from Peking turns out to be 
quite baseless. Some people suggest 
that the story of a British occupation of 
Port Arthur was Purposely circulated i) 
Peking with the idea of al 
nese Government, | or 
ized I 
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Majesty’s Representative in that city, 
desiring to hasten a favorable decision 
with regard to Wei-hai-wei, suggested 
the possibility of some such extreme step. 
But, for our own part, we deem the story 
a veritable “bunder.” British officials 
do not resort to such devices. The de- 
monstration can have no object except to 
emphasise England’s intentions on the 
subject of Wei-hai-wei. 


THE BUDGET, 








In the list which we published on the |S 
6th instant, showing the decreases effected 
by the Minister of State for Finance in 
the various items of the Budget for 1898-9, 
it will have been observed that a reduction 
of twenty-four million ye occurs under 
the heading of ‘ Expansion,” and a re- 
duction of five millions under the heading 

of ‘Army Expansion.” These figures are 
not to be interpreted as signifying that the 
programme of Armaments Expansion has 
been radically altered. In the case of the 
appropriation for the Navy, the greater 
part of the reduction is to be referred to 
the Engineers’ Strike in England last 
year, which so seriously delayed the work 
on the ships under construction for Japan 
in British yards that payments which 
would otherwise have been due have 
been postponed. In the case of the 
Army, we are not able to speak with 
certainty, but we believe that there will 
be acertain measure of slackening in the 
rate of progress originally planned, so 
far as things not absolutely essential are 
concerned, 





The Budget for the 31st year has at last 
been determined, Below are the details of the 
decreases :— 

Yen, 
Riparian Improvement Funds decreased 1,700,000 












Monopoly of leal tubacco,, 3,000,000 
Military Acmament expansion... 5,186,206 
Naval expansion... + 24,066,678 


Organization of lr 
Telephone expai 
provement 


500,000 


2,000.000 
2 500,000 
6,989,398 


sessesse 40,042,282 














FUNERAL OF MRS. E. 7, MOSS. 


The funeral of the late Mrs. E. J. Moss took 
place on Saturday afternoon, A large number 
of friends of the deceased lady and her family, 
including several ladies, assembled at 2 o'clock 
at the residence, Woodside, Bluff, where the 
first part of the burial service was conducted by 
the Rev. E. Champneys Irwine, Upon the 
coffin being conveyed to the hearse a long 
procession of friends and sympathisers, repre 
sentative of ull classes and nationalities 
of the community, formed in line, extend. 
ing almost to the gates of the Cemetery. 
‘The bereaved husband, Mr, E. J. Moss, 
and his two sons followed the hearse as 
chief mourners, and Dr. Wheeles, Messrs. C.D. 
Moss, Andrew Patterson, E. Powys, J. B. 
McKinnell and J. W. Hall, ncted as pall bear- 








ers. On the arrival of the cortége at the 
Cemetery, where a further large number 
of persous were assembled, the beautiful 


service for the dead, of the English Church, was 
concluded by Mr. Irwine, who, after the morial 
remains of the deceared had been consigned 
to their last resting place, made « short but feel- 
ing oration over the grave, expressing the deep 
sorrow felt by all present for the esteemed 
departed. In this small community it did not 
often occur to have two lay to rest a loving and 
devoted wile and mother, as well awa gentle 
and sympathetic friewd such as deceased had 
been. Mr. Irwine concluded his oration with 





from the burial service, and the impr 
mony was over, The grave and 
around it were covered with masses of beauti- 
ful white wreaths, crosses, and chapleis of 
lowers carried thither or sent by the following 








sympathising friends :— 
Patients & Staff of R.N. Hospital, Mr. & 
Mrs. Sharp, Mr. Hewett, Mrs. Brower, Mr. 


Elliott, Mr. & Mrs. Sadajiro, Dr. & Mrs, 
Howe, Capt. & Mrs. Swain, Mr. R. B. McKine 
nel,-Miss Webb, Mr. & Mrs. Vautier, Mr. 
Woodruff, Mrs, E. Morris, Mr. & Mrs. Vincent, 
Mr. & Mrs, Cole Watson, Mrs, A. M. Wright, 
Me & Mrs. Jensen, Mr. Powys, Mr. & Mrs, 

aniland, Mr, & Mrs. Colton, Capt. & Mra. 
Harrison, Mr. & Mrs. H. Moss, Mr. & Mrs. Mc- 
Tlraith, Mrs. Goddard, Mr. & Mrs Dare, Hard- 
ing & Co., Mr. Gentaro, Messrs, Ginn, Morton 
and Hayward, Mr. & Mis, Annal, Mr, & Mrs. 
Abbey, Mr. & Mrs. Graham, Mr. & Mrs. Strome, 
Mr. A. R.G. Clark, Mr. & Mrs. Roth, Mr. & 
P. F. Stone, Mr. & Mrs. Enstace, Mr. & 
Mrs. Russell, Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Patton, Mrs. 
Burns, Mr. & Mrs. Komor, Mrs. Lowder, Mr. 
Eyton, Mr, & Mrs, Pollard, Capt, & Mrs, Young, 
Mr. Favre-Brandt, Capt. & Mrs. Martin, Mr. & 
Mrs. McArthur, T. L. Brower, Mes & Mrs 
Bramhall, Mr. & Mrs. Mendels Holmes, 
Mrs. Hegt, Dr. & Mrs. Hoskyn' rc. & Mrs, 
Cain, Mrs, Cain, & Mrs, Kenderdine, Mr.] F. 
Drummond, Mrs, Donald Fraser, Mr. & Mrs. 
C.D Moss, Mr. & Mrss Griffn, Mr. Itokawa, 
Mr. & Mrs. Thorn, Mr. S, Paxton, Mr. & Mrs, 
Manley, Mr. & Mrs. Unite, Mr. W. Manley, 
Mr. Schellenberg, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Thomas, 
Mr. & Mrs. E. B, Edwards, The Committee 
Christ Church, Miss Swain, Mr. F. W. Thomas, 
Mr. & Mrs. Bunting, Mr. J. Coulson, Mr. & 
Mis. Townley, Mr. & Mrs. K. Crawford, Mrs. 
Cameron, Mr. & Mrs. Esdale, Mrs. J. 
Robinson, Mr. & Mrs, Tuska, Dr. G, Smith 
and Mrs. E. H. Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Lowder, 
Mrs. Hakata Hana, Mr. H. B. Haskell, TMr. & 
Mrs. Matthews, Mr, & Mrs. James Walter, Mr, 
& Mrs, Box, Mr. & Mrs. T. Rose, Mr. 
G.C. Booth, Japanese workmen, Mr. & Mrs. 
Eagling, Mr. J. Joliustone, Mr. L. Siornebrink, 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Poilak, Mr. Al Sung, Mr. 
J. W. Hall, Mr. Tom Abbey, Mr. & Mrs. 
Flint Kilby, Mr. & Mrs, Neville, Miss 
Clausen, Mr. & Mrs. Clausen, Mr. & Mrs. 
Kuhn, Mr. Andries, Mr, & Mrs, Boag, Mr. K. 
Harumo, Mrs. J. Berrick & Mr. L. Berrick, 
Mr. & Mrs. Hutchison, Mrs, Guggenheim, Mr. 
& Mrs, Wingfield, Mr, & Mrs. Tresize, M 
Gibbs, Mr. Gibbs, Mr. Bowden, Mr. & Mrs, 
Binndell, Mr. & Mrs. Noble, Mr, G, Charles- 
worth, Dr, and Mrs, Wheeler, Mr. F. Solomon, 
Capt. and Mrs. Efford, Mr. ‘T. K. Black, Mr. 
and Mis, Whittall, Mrs, and Mr, Bull, Capt. 
and Messrs. Ecksirand, Mr. and Mrs. Herb, 
Capt. Carst and family, Miss A. Wood- 
ward, Kings Daughters, Mr. and Mrs. D. Scott, 
Mr. J.B. Barret, Mr. Marcus, Mr. W. H. Lea, 
Mr. F. Kiene, Messrs. Yass, Massa und Yoshi, 
Dr. and Mra, Munto, Mr, & Mrs. Dewette, Mr: 
& Mrs. & Miss Booth, Mr. & Mrs. J. Curtis, 
Messrs. Bethell & O'Dell, Mr. A. B. Brown, 
Dr, & Mis, & Miss Tiipler, Mr. & Mrs. Doering, 
Mr. O. Kiel, Mr. & Mis. R. Hay, Mr. Wm, 
Friedlander, Mr. & Mrs. Mollison, Mr, & Mrs, 
Weaver, Mr, & Mrs. Hands, Mr. & Mrs. Pass, 
Mr, Yamaguchi, Dr. & Mrs, Eldiidge. 



































THE PRESIDENT OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


aa (eS 

It is stated that the candidates put forward 
by the various parties tur the much coveted 
post of President of the new House of Repre- 
sentatives will be Messrs, Kataoka Kenkichi 
and Hayashi Yuzu on the part of the Liberals; 
Mr. Haloyama, on the part of the Progressists, 
aud Messrs. Sassa Tomofusa aud Motoda Ha- 
jime on the part of the National Unionists, All 
these names must be well known to readers of 











the Diev’s debates, especially that of Mr. Hato- 
yama Kadzno, a distinguished barrister, who 
held the post of. President in the lust House. 
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ENGLAND IN THE FAR EAST. 
ee es 

HE public is always prepared to be 

told, when any political crisis arises in 
the Far East, that England isimpotent, that 
her diplomatists are old women and that 
her pretensions to sway the situation are 
mere vapouring. The provenance of these 
criticisms can be unfailingly predicted. 
They come from certain open-port English 
journals, whose editors are either carried 
away by the pot-honse politician's mania 
to ape omniscience, or can not, even 
where the interest and honour of 
country are concerned, abandon their 
chronic habit of abuse and detraction. It 
is doubtful whether newspapers of any 
other nationality are betrayed into simi 
lar displays of unpatriotic intemperance. 
As a matter of fact, ajournalist is seldom, 
very seldom, in a position to pronounce a 





their 





luminous opinion on international com- 
plications pending their final settlement, 
and pending the publication of all the cor- 
respondence and proceedings connected 
with them. Were any of us asked to discuss 
the rights and wrongs of a quarrel between 
two private persons, we should not dream 
—assuming our possession of our five 
wits—we should not dream of committing 
ourselves to a judgement until we had 
been given an apportunily of examining 
the explicit statements of the two parties. 
But that wholesome and obvious rule is 
never observed by the class of open-port 
journalists of whom we are speaking. 
Without the least idea of what is really 
passing between Her Majesty’s Ministry 
and the Governments of other Powers, 
without the slightest insight into the di- 
plomatic history of current events, with- 
out any sources of information more pro- 
found than scrappy telegrams often con- 
cocted by sensational purveyors of news, 
for the sake of 
simulating superior wisdom, set 
selves to bring their country into dis- 
credit and to pull down the prestige 
whose decadence they pretend to lament. 
It must unfortunately be presumed that 
such unreasoning detraction finds favour 
with circle of sufficiently 
large to remunerate thé writers. Doubt- 
less the explanation is that, just as the 
lower the order of intellect the more 
prone is it to play the role of Ther- 
sites, so the less educated the audience, 
the more disposed are they to applaud 
displays of passion and prejudice which 
make no demand upon their reasoning 
powers or their knowledge, Still, it is 
surprising that Englishmen should coun- 
tenance writings so painful to every 
sense of patriotism and so hurtful to 
their country’s interests. When a situa- 


these witers, simply 
them- 


a readers 


tion aris 





menacing to Great Britain’s 
welfare and demanding all the resources 
of her skill and courage, one imagines 
that the proper and natural part for every 
lover of his native land would be to_sup- 
port her officials and dip 
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stead of abusing them; to explain 
her difficulties instead of augmenting 
them by misrepresentation ; to uphold her 
prestige instead of weakening it by sneers 
and jibes. It is the fashion, we know, in 
some quarters tolayd these displays as a 
fine exhibition of the Englishman’s love 
of free speech and open discussion. As- 
suredly nothing is to be more deprecated 
than servile silence, but between whole- 
some liberty of criticism and the diseased 
licence practised by some journalists in 
the Far East, there is an immense gulf. 

Criticisms by foreign journals belong to 
adifferent category. The fapan Times’ 
comments are among these. England’s 
attitude is severely condemned by our 
Tokyo contemporary. After recounting 
the various stages of the recent complica- 
tions, the Japan Times arrives at this 
conclusion :— 


ach being the course of events so far transpir- 
is a great temptation to us to come tothe 
conclusion that England has all along been play- 
ing a game of alternate hope and intimidation 
ith China for concessions, while she had long 
since made up her mind wot to take up arms 
against Russia in any event, 80 long as her rights 
and interests were wot divectly attacked, and all 
the ostentations movements uf her warships in 
Chinese waters, have not been so much vis d-v5 
hee apparent rival, as to be prepared for the carv- 
ing up of the now decaying Empire. Yet only 
Insvihan thiee weeks ago we were told that the 
1 a leading article said “uever since the 
) War have the British people been less 
disposed to brook tamely the infringement 
just rights in any quarter, They are c 
Of the jusiice of thei cause, and the magnitude of 
the issue in China, ete.” [tindeed looks now, as 
though we algve will have to act ifthe status guo 
aud the peace of the Fat East are to be mais 
ed and preset ved. 


These comments appear to us to be based 
on a false interpretation of Great Britain’s 
po England has not at any time 
undertaken the responsibility of preserv- 
ing the integrity of the Chinese empire. 
There is no reason why she should saddle 
herself with such a gigantic task. She is 
not the repository of any romantic man- 
date to protect weak States against 
strong, above all when the weakness of 
the former is due solely to their own 
obstinate conservatism and blind bigotry. 
What the British Government has 
formly declared is that it will not sufter 
any disintegration of China such as shall 
interfere with the freedom of the world’s 
commerce. That isa simple and intelli- 
gible declaration of policy. It is not a 
new policy. It is a policy that may be 
traced through the whole of Great Britain's 
doings in the Far Fast during the past 
thirty years, She hasherself been obliged 
on several occasions to apply armed coer- 







































jon, 


uni- 


cion to China, but her strength has in- 
variably been exercised in the interests of 
free commerce. She has never attempted 
to gain for herself any tradal concession 
by which all nationalities should not be 
On the other 
hand, she has never given any evidence 
of an intention to preserve China’s ter- 
ritory merely for the sake of Chinese im- 
perial interests, Such being England’s 
general posilion, her practical method of 
ee it is very simple. She has a 


entitled to profit equally. 















treaty with China by which the latter is 
pledged not to grant to any foreign nation 
concessions or privileges from whose 
enjoyment British subjects are excluded. 
The responsibility of adhering to the 
trealy devolves primarily upon China. 
England is not called upon to bolster up 
the Chinese empire simply because it has 
become a pazty to a commercial bargain. 
Her role is limited to insisting that China’s 
ability to implement the bargain shall not 
be destroyed by the aggressions of other 
Powers. It was, therefore, perfectly con- 
sistent on England’s part to offer no 
opposition to Germany’s lease of Kiao- 
chou provided that the place were thrown 
open tothe world’s trade. She had not 
opposed the cession of Formosa to Japan 
because the island, under Japanese rule, 
would be a free mart for all nations. 
What, then, should have been her attitude 
toward Russia’s Manchurian proposals, 
and what has actually been her attitude ? 
Was she to say to Russia:—“If you 
attempt to procure from China any con- 
cessions in the nature of open ports, 
naval stations, or railway building, you 
must be prepared for my armed resist- 
ance. It is true that I did not interfere 
between Japan and China under similar 
circumstances; itis true that I did not 
interfere between Germany and China, 
But when there is a question of Russia 
and China, I intend to appeal 
to the than permit 


sword = rather 


“lwhat Ihave already permitted to Japan 


and Germany”? The mere statement of 
such an attitude shows its unreason and 
absurdity. What England did was neither 
unreasonable not absurd. She called the 
attention of the St. Petersburg Govern- 
ment to the fact that she was already in 
the enjoyment of treaty privileges 
Manchuria and that she did not propose to 
suffer their disturbance. The St. Peters- 
burg Government replied that a proposal, 
not accompanied by any menace—the 
Fapan Times falls into an error at this 
point—had been to China 
concessions in the Liaotung peninsula 
analogous. to the concessions already 
obtained by Germany in Shantung, and 
that Talien, like Kiaochou, should be 
opened to foreign trade. 
time, England warned the Government 
in Peking that it had better consider 
carefully the nature of any concessions 
made by it to Russia or any other Power, 
since England would have to assert her 
right to equivalent privileges. No other 
course was open to Great Britain unless 
she had chosen to arrogate the position of 
China’s guardian, and to make an invidious 
and insulting distinction between Russia 
and other States. She might have adopted 
the latter plan, indeed, but it must have 
involved war, and war in which the world 
would have given judgment against her. 
Russia does not want to fight and would 
go far to avoid, that terrible alternative. 

1d Hot talnely suffer herself to 
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be discriminated against merely because 
her expansion constitutes a shadowy 
menace to Great Britain's supremacy. A 
very cursory inspection reveals the im- 
mense difficulties of the situation, and 
shows that England could not have acted 
differently with any show of reason or 
prudence. She will have totake steps for 
equalizing the situation, and since China 
is thus placed between the devil and the 
deep sea, there will doubtless be plenty 
of sneerers to say, as the Fapan Times 
says, that England has joined the 
game of grab instead of asserting her 
objections to it at the point of the 
sword. We would ask these critics whe- 
ther they consider that China ought to be 
guaranteed against all the consequences of 
her stagnation and self-entailed impot- 
ence. Do they think that England should 
have forbidden the opening of Talien at 
Russia’s instance, whereas she had ac- 
tually expressed a desire to have it 
opened at her own; and that she should 
have fought to prevent the laying of rail- 
ways by Russia in Liaotung and Manchuria 
because China was not ready, and might 
not have been ready for another cycle, to 
lay them herself? The real origin of all 
these complications is China’s unhappy 


condition. She is like the withered tree 
of the fable. The nations have been dig- 
ging about her roots and applying 


fertilizers for the past fifty years, and 
they have now reached the more drastic 
stage of lopping off her branches. It 
may come to cutting down the trunk 
also, but that is still a distant contin- 
gency. England has mission Lo 
keep the mossy old* tree standing. On 
the contrary, England has always been 
the leader of the campaign against its 
sterility. 


no 


From a political point of view, 
Russia’s presence in Manchuria and Liao- 
tung greatly disturbs the balance of power 
in the Far East. But that can be redress- 
ed. From a commercial point of view— 
and it is in connexion with commerce only 
that England has asserted her rights—, 
an open port at Talien railways 
in Shingking mean development and 
progress. England can not reasonably 
oppose such consummations. It would 
be within her competence to protest 
against the grant of railway-building pri- 
vileges lo any one nation exclusively, but 
she did not protest agai Germany’s 
obtaining that privilege at Kiaochou, and 
she has made no secret of her intention 
to ask for it on her own account in Yun- 
nan if circumstances be favourable. All 
these things combine to break down the 
barriers of China’s exclusiveness, and to 
drag her into the path of progress. China 
is not helpless. Her fate is still in her 
own hands. But if she is obstinately bent 
on not helping herself, England has no 
commission from Providence to help her. 


and 
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JAPANESE PUBLIC OPINION 
ig ee 

HERE are evidences that public 

opinion in Japan is becoming con- 
siderably excited about the Far-Eastern 
situation, and that the country’s attitude of 
apparent quiescence will soon be changed. 
The Progressists and their political allies 
are making themselves particularly active. 
They have held a meeting at which Major- 
General (retired) Baron Ozawa, of the 
House of Peers, Mr. Tomita (ex-Gover- 
nor of Tokyo), Messrs, SUZUKI SHIGETO, 
Kono Hironaka, TaGucui Uxkicui, Ko- 
MURA ToMoTsuNE, HATOYAMA Kazuo, 
and other well known politicians were 
present, and have decided to agitate 
vigorously in favour of 
What that policy is we have no definite 
information, unusual secrecy being ob- 
served, but there can not be much doubt 
that the retention of Wei-hai-wei is ad- 
vocated as essential to the maintenance 
of Japan’s influence in the councils of the 
nations. It is understood that a deputa- 
tion waited upon Marquis ITo on the 
evening of the ath instant, and advocated 
the adoption of a strong foreign policy, 
but of course the Premier’s reply is not 
published. There are naturally some 
symptoms of umbrage in connexion with 
Great Britain’s doings. The Tokyo Shim- 
bun, for example, from which, as an organ 
of the Liberal Party we should not have 
expected such utterances, accuses Eng- 
land of utilizing the talk of an Anglo-Japan- 
ese alliance for the consummation 
own treacherous purposes, and calls upon 
eth people of the country to rise up and 
go to the assistance of their distressed 
neighbour. The same journal’s language 
about Russia is still more emphati It 
speaks in the bilterest terms of her action 
driving the Japanese from territory 
which they had purchased with their blood 
—driving them out on the plea that their 
presence there would endanger the peace 
of the East, and then deliberately disturb- 
ing that peace by stepping into the same 
territory herself. Such doings, says the 
Tokyo Shimbun, can not be discussed from 
the point of view of any code of morals 
and must be condemned by the world as 
outrageous, The Mainichi Shimbun (Pro- 
gressist organ) attacks the Cabinet vehe- 
mently. It says that Marquis ITO’s policy 
of retreat is steadily destroying all the 
prestige gained by Japan in the war with 
China. She was entitled to protest when 
Germany took Kiao-chou ; still more when 
Russia obtained Talien and Port Arthur. 
But the Government remained silent on 
both oc The impending fate of 
Wei-hai-wei has at length shown the true 
nature of the situation, continues the 
Mainichi. \f the Cabinet now adopt a re- 
solute policy, the nation may still be papa- 
cified, but if “drifting” is still to be the 
order of the day, public-spirited men will 
have to take measures for rousing the 


their policy. 


of her 





sions. 








considers that one of two courses must be 
adopted: either Germany and Russia must 
be induced to surrender the acquisitions 
they have made, or Japan must seek to 
obtain some advantages which shall equalize 
the situation for her. But it must be con- 
fessed that the tone of the AMainichi's utter- 
ances deprive them of much of their value 
asa sober expression of opinion. They 
are disfigured by almost morbid hostility 
to Marquis ITO, whom the writer charges 
with sacrificing the interests of the coun- 
try to his own personal ends, and with 
entertaining fashionable folk at dancing 
parties, however, acute the crisis in the 
Far East. The Hochi Shimbun is more 
dispassionate. It admits that England’s 
hand has been forced and that she could 
scarcely have acted differently, but it 
avers that the situation has become al- 
most desperate for China, and that Japan 
can no longer stand an idle spectator, 
like one watching a fire on the opposite 
bank of a river. There appears to be a 
general impression that, at a meeting held 
on the 2nd instant, the Cabinet resolved 
to refrain from any interference and to 
evacuate Wei-hai-wei quietly on receipt 
of the remaining portion of the Indemnity. 
It is to that impression that the present 
outburst of excitement seems to be chiefly 
due. and publicists 
not without strong convictions, as the 
Fijé Shimpo intimated in a recent 
issue, but they refrained from any 
open demonstration, being persuaded that 
the Government had a plan for steering 
the country to somie harbour of success or 
compensation. The Yomiurd Shimbun ad- 
vocates a conspicuously resolute policy, 
but addresses its advice to the Chinese Go- 
vernment. It thinks that if Wei-hai-wei 
goes to England, the Gulf of Petchili will 
be completely dominated by foreign 
Powers, and China will have to remove the 
capital from Peking, a step which would 
probably involve the downfall of the pre- 
sent dynasty. The only course, then, for 
the ancient empire, once so powerful and 
respected, still so immense, populous, and 
potential, is to refuse to accede to Eng- 
land’s demand, on the plea that if Wei- 
hai-wei passes into the latter's hands, 
China will be entirely without a naval 
basis in the north. At the same time the 
Peking Ministry should address itself to 
Russia, pointing out that her demands in 
connexion with the Liaotung Peninsula 
are responsible for this crisis ; that China, 
having acceded to Russian and German 
proposals, can not reject England's, yet 
is unable to grant them without sactitic- 
ing her own naval capacities, and that 
Russia's restoration of Talien and Port 
Arthur under the 
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becomes, circum- 
stances, unavoidable. Germany should be 
approached in ‘the same sense. Great 


Britain will fight, rather than be left outin 
the cold, and Russia will not venture to 
fight an obviously losing battle. So the 





Ministry from its lethargy. The Mainicad) statns|q%o (will be restored, The Vonuri 
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is one of the leading journals. Its advice, 
however unpractical, deserves to be quoted. 

Our reader will gather from the above 
that a current of Japanese public opinion 
is setting, more or less’ strongly, in the 


direction of retaining Wei-hai-wei. If 
that desire be translated into action a 
serious complication will be created. So 


far as Japan is concerned, she can scarcely 
expect that the Chinese Government 
would grant her a lease of Wei-hai-wei in 
the face of a previous application from 
England. Still less can she expect that 
England would acquiesce in such an 
arrangement. We are not saying any- 
thing about Japan’s general right to make 
her voice heard in the affairs of the Far 
East. We recognise that right in the most 
unequivocal manner and are prepared to 
applaud its assertion. Our present re- 
marks are confined to the case of Wi 
wei in particular. Japan’s sole title to 
that place is based on the Indemnity, 
and lapses absolutely so soon as the 
last instalment of the Indemnity is paid. 
She has allowed China to raise money for 
the avowed purpose of paying off the last 
instalment; she has allowed the time for 
the payment to approach within some 
thirty days, and she has allowed the Bri- 
tish Government to lodge an application 
for the reversion of the port, withdut con- 
veying any intimation of a 
desire on her own part to retain it. If 
she gives expression to such a desire now, 
the inevitable answer of the Chinese Go- 
vernment must be that England is already 
in the field as an applicant, and that, un- 
less she withdraws, no other Power's 
proposal can possibly be entertained. 
There can not, we imagine, be any Japan- 
ese politician to whom these practical 
facts will fail to make themselves intelli- 
gible. If Japan, at this eleventh hour, 
becomes a competitor for Wei-hai-wi, 
she will be placing herself in direct and 
{fruitless antagonism to Great Brit: 
She will be assuming a wantonly unfriend- 
ly attitude towards England—unfriendly 
because without the possession of Wei- 
hai-wei England can not secure her tradal 
route to the Peiho and the littoral of the 
Gulf of Petchili; wanton, because it is out 
of the question to suppose that Eng- 
land, having priority of claim, will 
withdraw her demand for a place of such 
vital importance to her, in deference to the 
subsequent application of a State to which 
the place is of comparatively uo im- 
portance. Great Britain can not consent 
to be eliminated from the waters of North 
China. She must have Wei-hai-wei. No 
other port will serve her purpose. Had 
Japan anticipated the British Government 
in approaching Peking with a proposal 
for a lease of Wei-hai-wei, she would 
never have found a competitor in England. 
But Japan, giving no sign of any such 
purpose, has allowed herself to be aunti- 
cipated. It must be plain to her that the 
British Government can not now with- 


O 





whatever 












draw, and that a declaration of competition 
on her part at this eleventh hour would 
have most mischievous and injurious 
effects. Doubtless many Japanese find 
themselves stirred toa strong sentiment 
of sympathy with their venerable neigh- 
bour at this crisis of the latter’s destiny. 
That is a worthy sentiment. But they 
would do well to consider, at the same 
time, whether the Chinese Empire can 
hope to retain any semblance of integrity 
without the help of some great Western 
Power. Japan, indeed, might step into 
the breach, and we grant that she would 
be a strong champion, But she is not 
ready for such a task and has no im- 
mediate intention of essaying it. What 
European Power, then, can be credited 
with any genuine intention of preserving 
China’s integrity? Can France be trusted? 
Can Germany? Can Russia? There is 
only one Power to play that part, and it is 
England. England has indicated the sole 
policy capabie of saving China, and has 
lent her aid to obtain the endorsement of 
that policy by Russia and Germany. The 
one hope for China is to follow Japan's 
progressive example and to throw her 
dominions open to the commerce of the 
That is what England is insisting 
Her presence at Wei- 








world, 
upon uniformly. 
hai-wei would be, not a menace to China, 
but a protection. She goes there to 
secure the Gulf of Petchili against closure 
by a State hostile to China. Then what- 
ever regard Japan has for her neighbour 
should sway her to support England’s 
establishment at Wei-hai-wei rather than 
to oppose it. There are other directions 
in which Japan can seek means of re- 
dressing the balance of power on her own 
account, and it should be possible for her to 
utilize her opportunities with such adroit- 
ness as to secure strong aid in urging her 
claims. Fortunately for herself her affairs 
are now under the control of statesmen 
who are not likely to sacrifice the sub- 
stance for the sake of clutching at the 
shadow. 





ENGLAND AND WE1LHAI-WEI. 
ene 

HE ¥ijt Shimpo's Peking correspon- 

dent telegraphs, over date of the 31st 
ultimo, that the British Representative in 
that city has officially informed the Chi- 
nese Government that when Japan, on 
receipt of the remainder of the Indemnity, 
evacuates Wei-hai-wei, Great Britain 
wishes to lease the port. The intelligence 
is not absolutely trustworthy, but we 
deem it very credible. No other course 
seems to be open to England. There has 
been a generally entertained idea that she 
intended to strenuously oppose the acquisi- 
tion of Talien and Port Arthur by Russia, 
and it can not be denied that some 
grounds for such a belief existed at the 
outset. But this is precisely another ex- 
ample of what we have often commented 
on in, these columns, namely, that the 
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public models its beliefs on the first tele- 

grams received, and, having once formed 

a theory, clings to it in the face of all 

subsequent information. ‘The originally 

telegraphed news about Russia’s attitude 

was that she had demanded certain con- 

cessions from China, threatening, in the 

event of a refusal, to resort to the sdtema 

ratio, and allowing only five days for China 

to make reply. Now inasmuch as responsi- 

ble British Ministers had previously declar- 

ed, in effect, that England would not suffer 
any acts of aggression against China such 

as might restrict the commerce carried on 

by British subjects or impair the privileges 

enjoyed by them under treaty, it seemed 

that, in preferring the above demands, 
Russia was throwing her gauntlet in, 
England’s face. Hence people concluded 
that England was bound to oppose 
Russia, and that the Liaotung Peninsula 
and Manchuria could not pass into the 
Russian “ sphere of influence ” without an 
appeal to the sword, But the fact is, as 
we explained very fully 
article published on the 14th ultimo, that 
the probability of England’s armed re- 
sistance to Russia's demands became ex- 
ceedingly small after the communications 
that passed between London and St. 
Petersburg at that time. In response 
to Great Britain’s inquiries, M. Mura- 
VIEFF, it will be remembered, informed 
HER Majesty's Representative in St. 
Petersburg that Russia was negotiating 
for the lease of Port Arthur and Talien 
for a certain number of years, as well as 
for a railway across Manchuria, but that 
she had not demanded Sovereign rights or 
threatened to send troops, and that, if the 
ports were leased, they should be opened 
to foreign trade. That reply from Russia 
virtually put at end to Great Britain's op- 
position, for, as we pointed out on the 4th 
ullimo, the St. Petersburg Government 
was thus acting strictly within its rights. 
Russia, in short, was simply following thé 
example set by England in the past, and 
it was out of the question that the latter 
Power should claim for itself liberty of 
procedure which it denied to the former. 
Alter M. Muravigrr’s representations, 
then, England had to choose between 
leaving Russia a free hand and opposing 
her in an arbitrary and unreasonable 
manner, Naturally she chose the for- 
course, but, at the same time, 
she frankly and explicitly warned the 
Peking Ministry that if it made to 
Russia any concessions calculated to 
disturb the balance of power in the Far 
East, Great Britain would be compel- 
led to ask for some corresponding con- 
cessions to restore the balance. Thus 


in a leading 


mer 


China’s eyes were fully opened as to what 
lay before her if she acceded to the St. 
Petersburg proposals. Had she mustered 
sufficient courage to resist them, the situa- 
tion might have assumed a very different 


complexion, but with conjectures of that 
kind we, ne 
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present. She yielded, and it now devolves 
on Her Majesty's Government to see 
that Great Britain’s position Is not seri- 
ously impaired. The first step to that 
end ‘seems to have been a strong naval 
demonstration in the Gulf of Petchili. 
Strange to say, the object of the demon- 
stration appears to be greatly misunder- 
stood, It is regarded by some as a menace 
to China; by others, as a kind of empty 
parade of force after the occasion to em- 
ploy it usefully is past. It is, of course, 
neither the one thing nor the other. It 
is an emphatic declaration that Great 
Britain intends to maintain her right of 
access to the Gulf of Petchili, and that 
any Power or Powers essaying to oppose 
the steps which she intends to take for 
the purpose of securing that right, will 
have to discuss the question with her in 
the lists. What, then, are those steps? 
Apparently the acquisition of Wei-hai-wei 
as a naval station is one of them. Wei- 
hai-wei is incomparably the finest harbour 
in the north of China. Port Arthur 
affords space for only nine vessels’ ancho- 
rage, at present ; Wei-hai-wei can accom- 
modate a large fleet. With Wei-hai-wei 
in her possession, England could not be 
shut out of the Gulf of Petchili. That is 
what she has to provide against. The 
situation has been forced for her, so to 
speak, It willseem strange, of course, that 
a proposal for the lease of Wei-hei-wei 
should’ be submitted before Japan has 
evacuated the place, but difficulties of 
that nature are always susceptible of ad- 
justment. We repeat the belief expressed 
in these columns some days ago, namely, 
that the crisis in the Far East is over, and 
that, so far as the questions recently 
agitating the public mind are concerned, 
an era of tranquillity may be looked for. 





FOREIGN PATENTS IN $APAN. 
os 

T is often remarked that by the time 

a question has been bandied about by 

the local journals, any confusion origi- 
nally experienced in solving it becomes 
worse confounded. The complaint is 
just. ‘Superficies” was a case in point, 
As a legal novelty it perplexed the aver- 
age Britisher. Still, after full and clear 
explanation had been given in these 
columns there could have been no difficulty 
in understanding it, had not a controversy 
been started by some of our contempor- 
aries, and out of the consequent war of 
words bewilderment and uncertainty 
emerged. The problem of foreign patents 
is another example. Long ago, and more 
than once, we presented to our readers a 
simple statement of the facts, and we 
venture to say that our articles could not 
have left any doubt in the mind of an 
ordinarily intelligent person. Yet now 
the matter has come again upon the éafis, 
and, so far as we can judge, it is enveloped 
almost as much 


in obscurity as ever. 











legislators, in 1888, enact a law which 
failed to extend protection to foreign 
patents? The answer is, because, so long 
as Consular Jurisdiction existed—in other 
words, so long as the Treaties remained 
unrevised—a Japanese extending 
protection to foreign patents could not 
have been operative, This statement has 
already been made, but the Kobe Chronicle 
calls it Well, in 
truth the ‘extraterritorial system” is a 
strange thing and its anomalies may well 
puzzle our contemporary, or any one else 
for the matter of that. However, this is 
how the case stands :—Suppose that a law 
of the desired kind had been enacted—a 
law granting to foreign patents registered 
in Japan protection within Japanese domi- 
unions, Japanese patents registered abroad 
being similarly entitled to protection in 
the country where they are registered. 
Suppose, further, that a Japanese subject, 
whom we shall call “J,” registers a patent 
in Great Britain. Now“ J’s” patent is pro- 
tected against violation by British subjects 
in the United Kingdom, but how is it pro- 
tected against violation by British subjects 
in Japan? Itis not protected at all against 
the latter danger, for the simple reason 
that Her BRITANNIC MAJEstTy’s Con- 
sular Courts in Japan do not recognise 
Japanese laws and have no competence 
whatever with regard to patents regis- 


law 


‘absolute nonsense.” 


tered in Great Britain. If ‘‘J,” find- 
ing that his patent had been violated 
by an Englishman in Yokohama, for 


example, applies to the Kanagawa Con- 
sular Court to restrain and punish the 
violation, the Court is compelled to answer: 
—‘ We can not accept this application. 
We take no cognisance of Japanese law 
which protects the patent in Japan, and 
registration in England protects it within 
the limits of HER MAJEsTy’s realm only.” 
Singular as that may sound, it is the plain 
fact. And it is true not only of British 
Consular Courts, but of all, or nearly all, 
the other Consular Courts, those of the 
United States excepted. In short, while 
Japan might have extended the protection 
of her laws to foreign patents registered 
in Tokyo, she could not have obtained re- 
ciprocal protection for her own patents 
registered abroad so long as the Treaties 
remained unrevised. [t cau not justly be 
claimed, we think, that she should have 
inaugurated a one-sided system of that 
nature. Her only course was to wait for 
the abolition of Consular Jurisdiction. 
When that becomes an accomplished fact 
she will join the International Union for 
the Protection of Patents, &c. In 
meanwhile, has enacted a law of 
patents solely for the purpose of her own 
subjects. It is necessarily and properly 
worded so as to prevent the granting of a 
patent for an article which, having already 
been in use in a foreign country, is not a 
Japanese invention. But of course that 
restriction renders the law useless for the 
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put their invention into use originally in 
Japan. If they come to Japan and seek a 
patent for an article which has already 
been in use in their own country, they are 
barred by the terms of the Law. Ger- 
many nevertheless’ insisted that whatever 
measure of protection the Law afforded 
should be extended to her subjects with- 
out waiting for the abolition of Consular 
Jurisdiction, and the result is an imperfect 
arrangement which seems to be causing 
discontent rather than conferring facilities. 
Mr. SILVER HALL, writing in the Fapan 
Times, pokes fun at the Law and says 
that it deserves to be patented for its 
novelty. But Mr. HALL will now perceive 
that his own misconception is the cause 
of his surprise. As a matter of fact, a 
Japanese subject seeking 
patent in Germany at present finds him. 
self in precisely the same position as a 
German subject taking out a patent in 


to obtain a 


Japan. The condition of “ previous use” 
is fatal in each country alike. We com- 
mend this consideration to the Kobe 


Chronicle which, commenting on the fact 
that such a law as that of Japan was ex- 
tended to foreigners at Germany's in- 
stance, draws the inference “either that 
the Japanese Government was ignorant 
of the fact that the Patent Law would not 
secure reasonable protection for foreign 
patents, or that, presuming the Govern- 
ment knew the character of the Law, a 
trick was played upon Germany.” ‘Lhe 
unfortunate Japanese Government seems 
destined to come badly out of the business, 
But what will our Kobe con-’ 
it learns that a 
Japanese seeking to obtain a patent in Ger- 
many under existing arrangements labours 
under precisely the same disability as a 
German seeking to obtain a patent in 
Japan? Was Germany also ignorant of 
the nature of her laws when she concluged 
her agreement with Japan, or did the 
German Government play a trick upon 
the Japanese? But we need not dwell 
upon points of that kind. The German 
Government and all other Governments 
had had the full text of the Japanese Law 
in their hands for eight years. They 
ought not to have been ignorant or easily 
“tricked.” Itshould be remarked, how- 
ever, that the concession stipulated for by 
Germany is not by any means barren. 
The above difficulty does uot apply to 
trade marks, and many of these have been 
registered in Japan since the German 
Treaty was ratified. Pending the aboli- 
tion of Consular Jurisdiction, however, 
it can not reasonably be expected that the 
Japanese should modify their law lo suit 
the convenience of uations which do not 
guarantee reciprocal privileges to Japan- 
ese subjects. 


any how! 
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The recent abnormal rise in the prica of rice 
and other commodities has brought about serious 
embarassment among the poorer classes. 
Emigration to Hawaii and America, owing to 
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JAPAN'S FOREIGN POLICY. 


oe 

ROM the epitomized contents of lead- 

ing vernacular journals produced else- 
where in our columns, readers will learn 
that Japanese public opinion is now 
divided along the lines of party politics. 
With one exception, the journals from 
which we quote are all either Opposition 
organs or closely allied with the Opposi- 
tion. The exception is the Chuo Shim- 
bun, which represents the National Uuion- 
ists, and the Chao, it will be observed, 
refrains from any direct discussion of the 
situation, confining itself to some adroit 
comments which, while they plainly indi- 
cate the trend of its sympathies, are not 
calculated to provoke discussion. It is 
significant that journals like the ai 
Shimpo and the Nichi Nichi remain silent. 
They evidently entertain views contrary 
to those of the Progressist organs, but 
have no disposition to interfere hastily in 
the controversy. In short, the situation 
may be summed up by saying that the 
politicians of the Opposition—that is to 
say, the Progressists—advocate a strong 
foreign policy and are organizing an at- 
tack upon the Cabinet in connexion with 
its attitude; whereas the politicians of the 
other camp—namely, the Liberals and the 
National Uni 
be assumed, with officials and the bulk of 
the independent public, are in favour of 
refraining from direct interference in the 
Chinese question. The point ultimately 
at issue is, of course, Wei-hai-wei. It 
does uot appear that any section of public 
opinion is hostile to the occupation of the 
place by England gua England. What 
the leaders of the Opposition think is that 
Japan should retain the port for herself 
unless Russia can be induced to aban- 
don the acq made 
Manchuria. 
commend is that Japan 
vehemently against Russia’s retention of 
Liaotung, and that, if her protest prove 
unsuccessful, she must insist on continuing 
to occupy Wei-hai-wei, The Govern- 
ment and its pi supporters, on 
the contrary, are disposed to acquiesce 
in the situation as it is now developing 
in China, and to seek compensatory 
advantages for Japan in another direc- 
We do not imagine that the 
agitation just set on foot by the Progres- 
sists 
so far as the country’s foreign policy is 
concerned. Whether active self-assertion 
on Japan’s part would have been wise and 
useful had it been exercised when Russia 
first formulated her proposals in Peking, 
is a difficult question. Considering the 
matter carefully, the conclusion suggests 
itself that any protest, to be really effec- 
tive, must have been lodged before Ger- 
many obtained her lease of Kiao-chou. 
‘That was the opening act of the drama of 
spoliation. 
Germany’s confidence from 
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ons she has 
Hence the course they re- 


must protest 





ical 





will produce any tangible results 


Russia may not have been in 





she certainly was taken into it at a very 
early period, and her tacit acquiescence in 
alienation port which had been 
already placed temporarily at her service, 
meant that she intended to utilize the 
episode as a convenient precedent for a 
similar demand on her own account after- 
Still, it was in connection with 


of a 


wards. 
Liaotung that Japan had a really valid 
title to interfere. The pretexts employed 
by the three Powers to contrive her re- 
trocession of the peninsula in 1895 were 
of such a nature as to peremptorily pre- 
clude its rightful occupation by one of 
them subsequently. Japan was deccived 
first and flouted afterwards, and if she had 
refused to submit tamely to the second 
process, she would not have been without 
the sympathy of the world. But her 
statesmen judged it advisable to adopt, 
on that occasion, a programme which, 
though its results may prove compen- 
salory, did not include direct opposition 
Russia’s projects in Manchuria, 
and it is now altogether too late, even 
if it desirable, 
situation, Japan is confronted by accom- 
plished facts. Russia has entered into 
possession of Port Arthur and Talien; 
England has obtained China’s promise to 
It is quite hopeless to 
think of inducing England to turn round 
and assist in driving Russia from Man- 
churia, A step Her Majesty's 
Ministers did not consider necessary a 
month ago in the interest of Great Britain, 
they certainly will not take now merely 
at Japan’s instance. The leaders of the 
Opposition must be perfectly sensible 
of all these things. Hence their policy 
resolves itself into the retention of Wei- 
hai-wei. That is the sum and substance 
of it. How do they propose to proceed ? 
If the Chinese Government is to be ap- 
proached, as it was approached by Ger- 
many, Russia, England, and France in 
succession—in other words, if Japan is to 
observe in her dealings with China the 
conventional 


to 


were lo reverse the 


lease Wei-hai-wei. 


which 


es which even the haught- 
iest and most aggressive among Occidental 
Powers have observed—Peking can give 
only one reply: — “ Wei-hai-wei has 
already been leased to England. It is 
too late to entertain any proposition from 
another Power now.” Thus far the out- 
look is absolutely certain. What, then, 





would be Japan’s next step? The 
leaders of the Opposition must have 
thought out their programme. What 


do they recommend when China refuses, 
as she must inevitably refuse, to give a 
lease of Wei-hai-wei to Japan? Do they 
advise continued occupation in defiance 
of China’s refusal and of Great Britain’s 
already secured title? If that is their 
plan, they ought to tell the country so in 
plain terms, If itis not their plan, then 
the agitation they are now organizing 
seems futile and inept, for if it succeeds, 
it must assuredly land the country in an 


QTE We do not make these sugges- 
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tions in any hostile spirit. Our own be- 
lief is that Japan has not risen fully to the 
level of her opportunities, and, quite 
apart from that, we heartily sympathise 
with her indignation at the farce played 
against her in Liaotung. Considering the 
circumstances of her exit from Manchuria, 
every fair-minded person 1 
her desire to retain at least Wei-hai-wei 
as a trophy of her victories. But to make 
the attempt now would be merely to court 
failure and to offend England. That would 
be the crowning misfortune. 
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THE HON. F.N. HARRIS, THE HARRIS 
SCIENCE SCHOOL, AND THE RECENT 
ACTION OF THE DOSHISHA: 
TRUSTEES. 

ge 
(COMMUNICATED.) 

The Doshisha School, conceived in the 
Christian and patriotic heart of Joseph Neesima, 
was bor Rutland, Vermoni, U.S.A., at the 
annual meeting of the American Board in 1874. 
The child was welcomed by the acclamations 
of the hundreds of earnest Christians gathered 
there, and beginning with a gift of $1,000 from 
the Governor of Vermont, nearly five thousand 
dollars were raise.) on the spot asa birthday 
present, The christening came a year la 
the city of Kyoto, where Neesima 
Yamamoto, uniting their hea 
purpose, named the child“ Doshisha "—Same- 
Purpose, This Yamamoto, the blind and lame 
counsellor of the Kyoto government, although 
not yet in the full light of Christianity, had, as 
he once told the present wriler, come to teel 
profoundly two things, (1) The hearts of ont 
people must be changed,” and (2) “ Christianity 
alone ean reach and renovate the very spiing of 
the human heart.” The name Doshisha noi 
only expressed the union of purpose between 
these two men who christened the young child 
bur also signified the same union between its 
native and foreign friends. 

On the 2gth of November of the same year 
this young child (with two teachers and eight 
students) took its first step in the jonmey of 
life, and from that day on it received the friend- 
ly aid of many persons both in the United 
States and in Japan, and soon attained thereby 
both strength and vigor. 

Bat of all those who befriended it no one 
not even Mr. Neesima's noble benefactor, 
Mr. Hardy—did s0 much for it as the Hon, 
J..N. Harris of New London, Conn, Wao 
was Mr. Harris and why did he give more than 
$100,000 to build up this school i land 
which he never visited? Mr. Harris was a man 
of wealth whose fortune was not inherited but 
was almost entirely a result of his own indus- 
try, sagacily, and honourable dealing. He 
therefore knew the value of his wealth. Again, 
he was a Christian man who in his career made 
God one of his partners; attributed his success 
to God’s blessing, and set apart his profits to the 
building up of God's Kingdom of love among 
his fellow men, 

Why did he choose the Doshisha as the ob- 
ject of his gifte, as the means of advancing 
God's Kingdom? 

1. One reason was that he was a great friend 
of education, His own education was limited 
and he sought to give to others the education of 
which he felt the loss. For this reason he gave 
ta schools : $50,000 to Mr. Moody’s school for 
Girls in Northfield, Mass, and gifts to other 
schools the amount of which I do not know. 

2, He was specially interested in Japan and 
the Japanese. He was greaily impressed by 
the rapid progress made since the Restoration. 
The intellectual brightness of the Japanese 
students whom he met in America impressed 
him favourably, and, as he has told me, the 
apparent gratitude of the Japanese for his aid 
also impressed him 
3- Heigayiee tive Doshisha partly because of 
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his personal interest in missionaries. One of 
the Doshisha professors came from New Lon- 
don, the city in which Mr; Harris lived, and it 
was mainly if not entirely through the influence 
of his letters that Mr. Harris began giving to 
the Doshisha, Mr. Harris also gladly welcomed 
to his home missionaries returned from Japan, 
and one was his guest and had just told him 
much about Japan and the Doshisha on the 
night when he decided to give $10,000 to the 
school, Writing to a Japanese professor who 
had criticised the missionaries he said :—‘' All 
that I have done for Japan was through the 
kindly advice of the missionaries in that country. 
I consulted with many of them, and all without 
exception advised me to do what I did.” 
4. More than all else Mr. Harris gave this 
money to the Doshisha because he was a 
Christian, In a letter which he wrote to me 
1894 he says:—" All my money is and has 
been for many years dedicated to the advance- 
ment of God's Kingdom on the earth, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ and that for the benefit of 
the race. Whosoever receives money from me 
for the purpose of education, does so with the 
distinct understanding that it belongs to Christ 
and is given that the world may know Him.” 
In accordance with th 
000 to the Doshisha, the opening words of his 
letter of gift were “In the hope of promoting 
the cause of Christ in Japan and of providing 
opportunities for instruction in science under 
the best Christian 
hundred thousand, etc.’ 


















And the next 
ence declared :— This School of Science is 
constitute a part of a Christian University.” 





his second letter of gifthe says; ** This 
intained as an Evangelical 
Christian School of Science.” 

5.-The unchangeable character of the con- 
stitution of the Doshisha appealed strongly to 
him, In Dr, Neesima’s appeal to American 
friends for aid in establishing a Christian Uni- 
versity, he declared it to be the hope of the 
Doshiaha to send out not only scholars “ but 
young men of strong and noble character by 
which they can use their learning for the good 
of their fellow men,” and declared the convic- 
tion that this could be done “ only by the liv- 
ing and powerful principles of Christianity, and 
therefore we adopt these principles as the un- 
changeable foundation of our educational work,” 
This appeal greatly moved Mr, Harris and pro 
bably did more than anything else to lead him 
to give the $100,000 to the Doshisha. 

And this thought of permanence evidently 
continued to bold an important place in his 
mind. Ina letter to the Deputation from the 
American Board as it was about to start for 
Japan he wrote as follows :—"I would also 
take this opportunity to convey to the Japanese 
brethren (the Trustees) my great pleasure over 
the Constitution of the Doshisha, with five 
fundamental and unchangeable articles, which 
makes Christianity the foundation of the 
moral education promoted by the school, 
and which exacts from every trustee the pro- 
mise to labor for the Doshisha in accordance 
with these fundamentai principles, Whatever 
departure there may be from the evangelical 
faith in which the Doshisha was founded, 
whatever of perplexity and doubt may come 
over the Christians of Japan in these days of 
theological transition and consequent skepti- 
cism, I, with all others in my land who have 
contributed in anywise to the upbuilding of 
this University, earnestly pray the president 
and trustees to hold the Science School, with 
all other departments, to these unchangeable 
principles which have been their glory hitherto, 
and which alone can make this collection of 
schools the greatest blessing to the empire 
of Japan.” 

Such a man was Mr. Harris and such were 
his desires and hopes and purpose in giving 
$100,000 to the Dashisha, 

Have the Doshisha Trustees respected his 
purpose and are they trying to carry ont his 
wishes? Truth compels the reply that they 
have been utterly indifferent to the wishes of 
his benevolent heart, and have violated the pro- 
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He gave “in the hope of promoting the 
cause of Christ in Japan.” He intended that 
the Science School should be ‘an Evangelical 
Christian School of Science,” ‘‘a part of a 
Christian University.” 

Under the guidanceof the Trustees the Science 
School to-day is no help to the cause of Christ, 
the Doshisba is not a Christian University, and 
there are no evangelical Christian teachers in 
the school, Even President Yokoi says that 
they have taken down the Christian sign, Xiri- 
suto Kyo no Kamban, 

Again, Mr. Harris intended his school to 
teach Science to the graduates of the Doshisha 
college department, or two others of equal scho- 
larship. He also wrote: ‘The Doshisha is 
not to absorb the Science School, ‘That school 
was founded for a special purpose definited 
in the letter of gift. No part of it (the fund) 
can be diverted from the uses for which it was 
established.” 

The Trustees are not using the fund exclu- 
sively to teach science, they are not using it 
for graduates or even for students of the 
collegiate department, they have decided to use 
it in part at least for the general benefit of the 
Ordinary Middle School and the young boys who 
are its students. 

Finally Mr. Harris urged the Trustees that 
whatever departure from the Christian Faith 
might happen in Japan, they would never 
allow the five articles of its constitution to be 
changed, as these articles had been the glory of 
the past and on them depended the hope of 
its usefulness in the future, 

The recent action of the trustees has shown 
that these wishes of Mr, Harris have not a 
feather’s weight in their estimation’ The five 
“fundamental and unchangeable articles” are 
no longer either fundamental or unchangeable, 
They are not the fundation of the Harris 
School of Science, they have been changed 
already and they may be changed further or 
entirely abolished any day. 

Ihave been told that one of the oldest of the 
trustees of the Doshisha, one who was not pre- 
sent at the meeting in Tokyo when this 
decision was made, has sent in his resignation, 
one principal reason being that the Trustees 
have used the Harris Fund in an illegal and 
immoral way. I cannot wonder at his action. 
My wonder is that ail do not resign. 

M. L, GORDON. 

Kyoto, March 25th, 1898. 























MONTHLY SUMMARY OF 1HE 
RELIGIOUS PRESS. 


+ 

The recent action of the Déshisha, com- 
mented on in these columns by the Rev. J. D. 
Davis in anarticle entitled Zhe Kecent Coup de 
grace of the Dishisha, is earnestly discussed 
in several Christian organs, We think there 
is litle doubt that it will be condemned in 
foto by the majority of leading members of the 
Christian Church, This measure is regarded 
as the result of the influence of Mr. Yokoi 
Tokio, who has constantly argued in favour 
of confining the teaching of Christianity to a 
Divinuy School attached to the Déshisha and 
of releasing all other institutions connected 
with the Society from any obligation as to 
Christianity, Among those present at the 
meeting of Trustees held on February 23rd, 
when the important decision referred to by Mr 
Davis was arrived al, were Messrs Yebina Dan- 
jo, Taunashima Kakichi, Kanamori Tsiirin, 
‘Tokutomi I-ichitd, Morita Kumato, Miyoshi 
Taiz, and Yokoi Tokio. The Kirisuto-kyd 
Shimbun strongly protests against the course 
followed by the Trustees, which it declares in- 
volves the most glaring dishonesty pis-d-vis the 
American Board of Foreign Missions and which 
renders entirely void the one reason for the exist- 
ence of schools of the Ddshisha type. It is 
hardly conceivable, says this organ, tial men 
who have given the most solemn promises that 
they will be faithful to the principles on which 
the Society was based should have renounced 
those principles in such a shameless manner. 
The Kirisuto-kyo Shimbun calls for energetic, 






































action on the part of all interested in the progress 
of Christianity. 

An opposition meeting was held at the Young 
Men's Christian Association Hall, Kanda, 
Tdky6, on March 6th; the chief promoters of 
which were Messrs. Kosaki Hiromichi, Kishi- 
moto Nobuta, Ukita Kazutami, and Dr. Motora 
YaGjiid. A resolution was unanimously passed 
to the effect that the action of the Trustees w 
lawless (fwhd), and that in adopting such a 
course they had exceeded their powers as 
trustees. The course recommended was for the 
Churches to pass a vote of want of confidence in 
these Trustees and bring about their resignation, 

The Héchi Shimbun condemns the Mom- 
bushé for requiring a change in the principles 
of the Déshisha and President Yokoi for res- 
ponding to such an unreasonable demand. It 
is quite plain even to the most ordinary people, 
says the AcAi, that persons who join a Society 
subject themselves to its Rules of Association, 
and that their becoming members of the Direc- 
torate does not in any way entitle them to aller 
the constitution of the Society or modify any of 
its fundamental principles. When the present 
Trustees took office, they did so on that under- 
standing ; hence they are undoubtedly disloyal 
to their oaths. The Go&yd (Methodist) says 
that the immorality and arbitra: of the pro- 
ceeding are acknowledged on all Z 

It will be remembered by some of our readers 
that some time ago the Fukuin Shimpé pointed 
out that from very early days there were ele- 
ments of discord in the ranks of the Doshisha, 
that there was an undesirable combination of 
the Christian and the non-Christian, of men in- 
terested solely in secular education aud of men 
who wished to use education the means of 
attaining what to them appeared to be a higher 
end than that aimed at by secular education- 
alisis, Commenting on the culmination which 
discord has reached, the Fukuin Shimpo 
says the, recent action of the Ddéshisha, the re- 
moval of the golden notice board on which was 
transcribed the proof of their adherence to 
Christianity, at the suggestion of the Mombu- 
shd, is nothing but what was lo be expected 
from a body of men whose central principle 
has fora very long time not been Christianity 
pure and simple, Nothing that is done by the 
men into whose hands the management of the 
Déshisha has been committed causes us any 
surprise, That they have acted wléra vires is 
patent to everybody, Their method of pro- 
cedure can only be compared to that of a man 
who should throw down a house that did not be- 
long to him, remove all its foundations, and 
erect de novo a siructure of his own on the 
stolen site. In place of the stone and iron used 
in the original building, they have made use of 
material that will soon crumble to pieces, 

The Trustees will no doubt have agood deal 
to say in reply to the grave charges brought 
against them, As there has not been time for 
their answer to appear, we must postpone a 


fuller notice of the affair to the next summary. 


Commenting on the nervousness shown by 
certain Buddhists at the near approach of mixed 
residence, the Rikugd Zasshi says the Buddhist 
anticipation of coming evil is no less weak than 
ignorant, Are their converts so trail that they 
need to be shielded from all currents 
and in 
their followers to hear strange doctrines lest they 
might be converted? Buddhist fears are founded 
on ignorance, The Buddhists say that under 
the new treaties numbers of Christian foreigners 
will settle in the interior, and that the result of 
this will be bad. But is it not more likely that 
uon- Christian foreigners will find their way to 
the provinces and corrupt the morals of our 
people? One thing is certain, that though the 
increase of Christian foreigners in the interior 
may be bad for Buddhiam, it will be very good 
for Japan, But is not the assumption that the 
propagation of Christianity needs the impetus 
given by the presence of Christian foreigners in 
the interior in order to prove effective altogether 
derogatory? Is it not insulting to the tntelli- 
gence of our people to insinuate that they will 
succumb to foreign influence, when they have 
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failed to respond to the appeals that have been 
made to them by their own countrymen? If be- 
lief is (o be worth anything, there must precede 
it independence of spirit, self-reliance, self- 
respect, and a love of freedom of choice and ac- 
tion. In the Buddhist forecast of what is going 
to happen none of these qualities are recognised 
as actually existing among our people, If 
Christianity is accepted in the future more than 
in the past, it will be accepted voluntarily and 
not under the pressure of any such overwhelming 
circumstances as those contemplated by certain 


Buddhist writers. 
*y 


Among Shinté organs the Kydrin and the 
Pui-ttsu, so often noticed in these columns, 
pursue quite opposite courses. The first of 
these ig a conservative organ and a strong 
advocate of pressing for Government patron- 
age and support, It still persists in urging 
the necessity of Shiutd being elevated to a 
the state distinct from all other 








ion in 
creeds. It maintains that its connection with 
the worship of national ancestors and the Divine 





origin of the Imperial line entitles it to be 
ranked higher than imported creeds like Bud- 
dhism and Christianity. This view is not adopted 
by the Pui-itsu, Mr. Shibata’s organ. ‘The 
leading principle emphasised by this enlightened 
writer is the necessity of more practical morality 
among Shintdisis. The Shint6 sect to which 
he belongs is called the BFFRIR Fikedkyd-ha 
(The Practical Religion Party) and the Pus-i/su 
discusses subjecis bearing on everyday life and 
practice, Mr. Shibata isa man of wide sym- 
pathy and takes a keen interest in the labours 
of members of other sects. 
. 
ee 

In the last Summary we epitomised from the 
Fukuiu Shimpo the first parc of a review of the 
history of religion in Japan during the past 
thirty years, We now give an abstract of the 
concluding articles on the subject. The 
writer, whose nom de plume is Chikubd, has 
divided the thirty years into various periods 
according to charactetistic tendencies. The 
first period he designates “An era of progress 
and reform ;” the second “An era of Reaction.’ 
We now come to the third, which is called an 
era of “Moral instruction preparatory to the 
adoption of Occidental ” In the years 1881 
and 1882 there was a strong conservative 
feeling all over the country. The Rikugs 
Zasshi dates from that period; and it was 
started to act asa defender of the Christian 
faith against the attacks of learned men. The 
preparation for subsequent changes which had 
been going on steadily for many years were of 
two kinds; one educational and the other 
literary, The Male and Female Schools 
started by the missionaries throughout the 
country did much to pave the way for 
sweeping reforms. Among the learned 
classes the circulation of classically written 
treatises on Christianity brought over from 
China, like the 33 A. Tendd-sogen, the 
FE BBS i. Sa ie and the Fawkys 
Zat-1 (FRR) exercised great influence. Among 
Christian journals there were the 7dky6 Shimpo, 
which wag started in 1877 and discontinued 
two years later, and the Kobe Shichi-ichi 
Zap po, the pioneer among Christian periddicals, 
The cause of Christianity was greatly helped 
by the Christian professors connected with 
the Kaisei Gakkd; Messrs, Griffis, Parsons, 
Verbeck, Veeder, and others ; by the starting of 
the Meiji Gaka-in by the Itchi Kydkai and the 
Déshisha by the Kumiai Church. The zeal of 
Christians was stimulated by the opposition it 
met with, Chiefly through the instrumentality 
of Mr, Fukuzawa, the lecture meetings known 
as Vensetswkai became all the rage, and 
numerous were the speakers who openly op. 
posed Coristanity on the platform, Conspi- 
cuous among these were Professor Morse and 
Mr, Yatabe Rydkichi. Magazines with anti- 
Christian articles in them were constantly appear- 
ing, among which the Zoys Gakuget Zasshi is 
specially worthy of mention, Tue opponents of 
Christianity used every availuble weapon against 
it, even emphasising the absurd notion that 
Father Nicolai was a political agent who intended 
























to betray Japan into the hands of Russia, The 
Buddhists put forth their whole strength against 
the new faith, and in 1883 the Lecture Hall 
known as the Meiji Kaidé was erected, which 
acted asa centre of anti-Christian influence and 
sentiment, Professor Toyama and Dr. Inouye 
Tetsujiid joined the chorus of the opposition 
In the meantime Christians went ahead apace. 
In 1880 there was held in Takyd a conference 
of representatives from all churches, During 
the next year the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation was started. About the time of the 
opening of the Diet the treatises of Bentham, 
Mill, and Spencer were earnestly read, and their 
anti-Christian arguments eagerly seized and 
utilised here. The part played by the Rikuga 





Zasshi in publishing from month to month 
learned articles in defence of the Christian 
citadel onght never to be forgotten. The chief 
writers for this journal at that time were Messrs. 
Ibuka, Kosaki, Uemura, Takahashi, and Ukita. 
In later days Messrs. Onishi, Yokoi, and others 
become constant contributors. The defence of 
Christianity carried on by the Ritugd Zasshi 
was based on the writings of Christian scholars 
in Europe and America, The writers all took 
a keen interest in Christian philosophy and 
adopted the views of sume of the most advanced 
of Christian thinkers in the West. The in- 
fluence of the magazine on the minds of educat- 
ed Japanese cannot be over-estimated. In 1883 
the Second All Japan Christian Conference was 
held in Tsukiji, Tokyé. One of the resnits of 
this huge meeting was the raising of a fund for 
the establishment of a Christian publishing com- 
pany. By this means the Keiseisha was started 
and a weekly Christian journal, the Zakys 
Marshii Shimpo, now named Kirtsutokys Shim- 
bun, was called into existence. 

Among the thirty years under review the last 
ten or twelve are the most remarkable on account 
of the rapid pace at which the Occidentalising 
process has been going on. The impetus given 
to Christianity by the introduction of foreign 
literature and by the universal desire to effect 
Treaty Revision was doubtless considerable. 
This is beginning to be felt. Christianity was 
favoured in many quarters as a means to 
anend, and not for its own sake, That 
end being realised, pro-Christian zeal has 
declined in many cases. Christianity was not 
viewed as essential to the reform of Japan, but 
as the religion of the nations whose feelings 
towards Japan it was necessary to change. 
Christianity for a long time was in many 
minds only regarded as a means of effecting 
political or social reform, and wo attempt was 
mae to examine its claims to acceptance as the 
one guide of life. ‘To give a few instances of 
this attitude of mind, Mr. Fakuzawa con- 
tended that a change of belief would be in- 
volved in mixed residence, and even Mr, To- 
yama, who had heen so loud in his opposition 
to Christianity, in his Ktrisutokys fo Shakai 
Kairyé no Kwankei turns around and advocates 
its introduction for the sake of the secondary 
benefits, such as music, &c., that itconfers. How 
tapid was the progress of the Europeanisation 
that commenced some 12 or 13 years ago! Mr. 
Mori Arinori went so tar as to propose that the 
English language be substituted tor Japanese, 
‘The Komajikai and the Kana-no-kai both aimed 
at the abolition, except for special purposes, of 
Chinese characters, The equality of the sexes 
was openly proclaimed. Foreign dress was 
said to be the correct thing, and even a foreign 
Fancy Ball was given by no less a personage 
than the present Premier. Christianity un- 
doubtedly reaped many benefits from this pro- 
European wave of sentiment, It was held up to 
admiration by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
(Count Inouye). Ministers of State consulted 
ministers of the Gospel as to its teaching, and 
even in the houses of leading business men like 
Mr. Iwasaki Yanosuke classes for the study of 
the Bible were organised. Mr. Shibasawa Yei- 
ichi promised support to evangelists ; Mr, No- 
mura (formerly Minister of Communications) 
was to be seen studying the Four Gospels, Not 
long after, the former President of the Supreme 
Court, Mr. Miyoshi Taiz6, joined the Christian 















































in various quarters. Count Itagaki after his 
visit to Europe declared that the success of 
Constitutional Government in Europe was 
largely owing to the Christian morality of the 
people so governed. Leading members of two 
great political parties received Christian bap- 
tism, namely Messrs, Kataoka Kenkichi and 
Nukajima Nobuyuki of the Jiya-t6 and Mr. 
Shimada Sabuié and others of the Kuishinid, 
Messrs. Verbeck, Knox, Thompson, Uemura, 
and others undertook an evangelistic tour in 
Shikoku, which yielded great results, The 
number of baptisms as given in the Zirisuto- 
Ayo Shimbun were 4,332 in 1889, 4,730 in 1888, 
3,096 in 188y, and 1,940 in 1890. In 1889, 
Mr. Niijima and other Christians diew up a 
memorial to the Government asking that Chris- 
tianity be publicly recognised as one of the 
creedsof the country. This step was condemn- 
ed by certain Christians on account of the op- 
position that it evoked. Though it did not 
succeed, the Constitution shortly after granted 
the desired liberty of conscience. 

With Christianily thus in favour in all quar- 
ters, it is not to be wondered at that various 
attempts were made to utilise her influence for 
political purposes, It was some time in 1888 
when the Minister of Foreign Affairs proposed 
to confer with representatives from all the Chris- 
tian churches of Japan. The Conference was 
not held, however, The late Count Gotd in 
founding his well-known party the Kip Mss, 
Daidd-danketsu, hoped to gain the support of a 
large number of Christians, whose discontent 
with the indifference with which they had been 
treated by the Government he aimed at utilising 
to serve politicalends Failing to obtain Chris- 
tian support, the members of this party sub- 
sequently won over certain Buddhists, who 
assumed the name of Sonkd-hdbutsu (See Ae Hp) 
Daidd-danketsu.* 

The return of Me. Tani Kanjé from a visit 
to Europe, strongly prejudiced against the 
course which events were taking in Japan, was 
the signal for the commencement of a reaction. 
The draft ot a revised treaty prepared by Count 
Tnouye was declared to have conceded far too 
much to foreigners. The tide had turned, 
and anti-foreign agitators were to be heard 
throughout the country, What is known as the 
Kokusui Shugi (Principle of Nationalism) was 
emphasised by the press and the platform, 
Christianity felt the change keenly, and is feel- 
ing it still. Mr. Chikuhd's history does not ex- 
tend beyond the year 1893. He promises to 
review the events of the last six years on a 
future occasion. 
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The Fifth of the course of lecturer on 
“Foreign Literature” delivered by Mr. Uchi- 
mura Kanzo at the Kanda Seinenkai Hall deals 
with the literary aspects of the Bible. After 
observing that Mr, Gladstone's statement that 
there were 20,000 volumes on his shelves which 
he had read is one which few persons could 
make, and, after urging the need of a judicious 
selection of books, Mr. Uchimura says that as 
far as he himself is concerned, there is no one 
book that he can name which affords him so 
much pleasure to read as the Bible. Regarded 
from a strictly literary point of view and read 
critically, defects will no doubt be found in it, 
but, taken as a volume whose object it is 
to explain the relation between God and 
man, there is nothing equal to it, And even 
asa literary treasury it has furnished to 
writers of successive generations some of the 
choicest gems. The English translation 
made in the reign of James I., though asa 
translation it is doubtless incorrect in many 
places, as a piece of literary work has never 
been surpassed. ‘I'he language is terse and 
lucid, frequently rising to the sublime. The 
English Bible affects the mind of the intelligent 
teader as no other beok can, 

a*y 

The Kirisuio-kys Shimbun publishes sta- 

istics showing the number of Chris: 

















Church, and he and Mr. Wadagaki Kenz6 were 
the megus of pushing forward evangelistic work 


Google 


* “An Alliance founded on Essential Union as 
regards the Worship of Divinities and Veneration 
for the Ewipérow’’)| from 
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verts throughout Japan according to investiga. 
tions made last November. Musashi stands 
first among the provinces as regards the num- 
ber of Christians; the number given being 
10,317. Next comes Settsu, with 2,982, fol- 
lowed by Hokkaido with 2,032, Rikuzen with 
1,183, and Kotsuke with 1,070. If the number 
of converts be compared with the population, 
Setisu leads with 32 Christians to every 10,000 
persons, followed by Musashi with 30, Bizen 
with 18, Yamashiro with 17, and Suruga and 
Rikuzen with 15. The following table shows 
the number of converts belonging to Protestant 
sects, the Presbyterians excepted, from whom 
no returns had been received when the table 
was compiled : 
Kumiai-K yOkai 
Nihou Kirisuto-K yékai 8,405 
Episcopalians, Sei-K6-Kai (Mey) 6,392 
Methodists 
Nihon Methodists ,, 


Baptists (339M @Y) 




























Fukuin-Kyokai 806 
Kirisuto-Ky6kai 752 
Southern Methodists 662 
Salvation Army .. 650 
Bifu (384H) Kyokai. 324 
Universalists ... 140 
Friends (2¢%) 115 
Unitarians 100 
Fukyd-Fuko 

62 


The total reached is 38,710, or 9 persons in 
every 10,000 of the population, The following 
are the provinces which the respective bodies 
make their centres:—The Kumiai Kyokai: 
Settsu, Kétsuke, Masashi, Iyo, aud Yamashiro, 
The Nihon isuto-Kydkai: Musashi, Tosa, 
Setisu, and Rikuzen. The Seikdkai : Musashi, 
Settsu, and Hokkaidd. The Methodists: Mu- 
| Hokkaidd, Hizen, and Mutsu. 
n Methodists: Musashi, Suruga, and Kui, 
The Baptists: Musashi, Seisu, Rikuzen, and 
Naguto. 

The Kirisutokyd Shimbun says that though 
these statistics may be defective in some re- 
spects, on the whole they give a fair idea of the 
Progress nade, 
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Mr. Fukuzawa, writing on the effects of Con- 
fucianism in China and Japan, says:—China’s 
Present troubles are largely owing to her bigoted 
adherence to the teaching of her sages, the 
easence of whose doctrine is submission to the 
powers that be irrespective of the right of such 
powers to claim homage. he history of China 
goes to prove that the men who have succeeded 
have done so in spite of Confucianism and by 
the adoption of the very courses which it con- 
demns. And yet, in the face of this and of 
China's steady decline, there are people here in 
Japan who do nothing but preach loyalty to 
superiors and filial piety, These virtues are all 
very well in their place, but inthis advanced age, 
to suppose that a coantrycan maintain its prestige 
in the world by its inhabitants simply bowing 
to the wills of their superiors is utterly absurd. 
Our position at this moment depends chiefly, 
not on the Confucianism we borrowed from 

















China, but on the ideas that we received 
from Europe and America. There is no 
such lever to lift Eastern nations out 


of the sloughs into which they have fallen 
as Western learning, and the Japanese who, 
failing to see this, preach Confucianism afresh 
at the end of the nineteenth century, as was 
done some 8 or g years ago, are retarding the 
progress of the nation, Confucian ideas must 
be eradicated from our minds, and we must be- 
come Occidentalised to the very core. 


Mr. Izawa Shiji has contributed to the 
Taiyo an interesting and sensible article on the 
status and control of Christian Sects in Japan 
and of the action that should be taken by the 
Government vis 2 vis Christian schools. It is 
absurd, says Mr, Izawa, to suppose that Chris- 
tianity and Christian sects can be ignored by 
the Government. The number of Christian 
converts of itself demands that there should be 


some public recognition, The x rere! 
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lic converts are pat down at 52,177, the Pro- 
testants at 38,361, and the Greek Church at 
23,153, making an aggregate of 113,691. Mr. 
Izawa next discusses the leading characteristics 
of the different bodies. The following is the gist 
of his remarks :—The Protestants are divided 
nto 34 sects. Of these the Nihon Kiriswtokyo- 
Kai stands first as regards the number of ad- 
herents, their adherents being over 10,000. 
Next comes the Kumiai Kydkai with over 5,000 
and the Seikd-Kai (Episcopalian). Each sect 
has numerous schools connected with it, and 
each has a special form of government. That 
of the Roman Catholics may be said to be an 
absolute monarchy, that of the Greek Church to 
bea limited monarchy, while the Protestants 
all favour representative government in one 
form or other, The experience gained in the 
art of government by the leading members of 
the various sects is considerable, and should be 
regirded as conducive to the highest interesis 
of the State, The following are statistics bear- 
ing on the schools of the different missions. 
The Roman Catholics have 4 elementary 
schools, with 2,982 scholars; 3 girl’s schools, 
with 180 pupils; 29 industrial schools, with 
622 students; and 2 higher schools, with 206 
students, The Protestants have 105 elemen- 
tary schools, with 6,831 scholars; 15 more ad- 
vanced boys’ schools (Middle Schools), with 
1,520 pupils; 47 girls’ schools, with 2,527 
pupils, and 837 Sunday schools with 30,627 
pupils, The Greek Charch has 2 elementary 
schools, with 69 pupils; 1 advanced boys’ 
school, with 53 students, 1 girls’ school, with 
77 students. The Catholics have 1 school of 
divinity with 42 students, the Protestants 17 
with 223 auidents each and the Greek Church 1, 
with rt students, ‘There are in all 777 ordain- 
ed foreign missionaries, 680 Protestants, 96 
Roman Catholics, and 1 Greek Church mis- 
sionary.” 

In September, 1885, an envoy fromthe Papal 
Court was granted an audience with our Em- 
peror. On that occasion a letter from the Pope 
was read to His Majesty, in which the hope was 
expressed that now that Japan had entered 
the comity of civilised nations the relations 
between her and the Papal Court wonld 
be of an intimate kind. In November, 1888, 
an answer to this letter was sent to Rome 
vy the Emperor, Marquis Saionji, then on his 
way to Berlin, being the bearer, This com- 
munication promised that Roman Catholic 
converts should be in every way protected, and 
that, as far as the law of the land allowed, 
freedom of belief would be granted. 

It is thus plain that Christians in this country 
have a right to claim equal privileges with Shin- 
toists and Buddhists, and whatever the law 
sanctions in the case of one sect it ought to do 
in reference to others, 


. 
. 


Since writing the account of the Ddshisha 
affair, magazives of more recent date have 
reached us. We summarise briefly the opinions 
they express. Great surprise has been felt that 
Marquis Saiouji, whose proclivities are all pro- 
foreign, should have objected to allow the 
schools attached to the Déshisha liberty in the 
matter of religion, while granting them the priv 
vilege which as educational esablishments they 
might justly claim. The Minister professes to 
be a man of liberal sentiments, but there is no 
liberality in the policy adopted in reference to 
the Déshisha, It is said that the action taken 
by the Doshisha is nothing but a subterfuge ; 
that the trustees will carry on the schools inthe 
same way as they have been hitherto conducted ; 
that a change of name is after all a trivial 
matter, What has been done, say some, is to 
bring the schools in outward form into agree- 
ment with other establishments controlled 
by the Department for the sake of the ex- 
emption trom military service to be obtained 
thereby. The change has only been one of 
form, It is stated that the Déshisha has been 




















* We do not credit this statement as fac asthe 
Greeie Church is concerned, We believe it to be 
far below the mark. ‘The statistics in other pare 
ticulars differ from those given above.—[Writer 








agitating for the privilege it has now obtained 
for years, but hitherto the religious restrictions 
contained in their Articles of Association have 
tendered their efforts fruitless. The view of 
some is that the action of the trustees is to be 
regarded in the light of a mere formal subjec- 
tion to the existing rules of the Department, and 
is of a piece with the procuring of passports by 
foreigners when their real purpose in travelling 
is quite different from any of the grounds on 
which a permit may be granted as stated by the 
Government, 
a *y 

Obituary notices of the Rev. Dr. Verbeck 
have been published in various magazines, in 
which his work as a preacher, as a school- 
teacher, and a translator is highly praised. As 
the facts given wre well known (o most of our 
readers, we do not think it necessary to re-state 
them here. Dr. Verbeck’s influence on the 
Government in the early days of the Meiji era 
is said to have been considerable. His quiet, 
unassuming manner, his extensive knowledge 
of Japanese, and his scholarly acquaintance with 
the latest developments of Western thought 
rendered him an invaluable adviser to many a 
statesman who was groping his way to a new 
world. As to his translations, that of the 
Psalms is said to be the best. The task was 
extfemely difficult, but is alleged (o have been 
performed with great skill. Without earthly 
citizenship, it is said, that Dr. Verbeck proved 
his Heavenly citizenship beyond all manner of 
doubt, 
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Dr. Inouye Yenry has just published a use- 
ful little work called BME i Ha-tbutsuron 
(The Destruction of Materialism). Dr. Inouye 
has discussed the views of leading materialistic 
writers like Dr. KatO and Mr, Fukuzawa, The 
style of the book is semi-colloquial. The Chin- 
ese characters are supplied with dana, and the 
language used is such as can be easily under- 
stood by persons of very ordinary education, 
The work is for sale at the Tetsugaku-shoin at 
0 sen per copy. 

There is a project on foot for amalgamating 
the Rikugd Zasshi and the Unitarian organ, the 
Shitkys, As regards advanced thought and 
Christian philosophy these two magazines have 
no equals in Japan, If they succeed in uniting 
their forces, the sympathisers with liberal and 
advanced Christianity will have cause for rejoic- 
ing. It is said that in the event of the union, 
Mr. Kishimoto Nobuta will be the editor of the 
new magazine. 








Two articles on religion appear in the Shakgi 
Zasshi—oncentitled “The Future of Buddhism 
and the other ‘The Future of Chr i 
We can only find space for a short digs 
views expressed. During the past few years 
Buddhism has shown distinct signs of con- 
forming herself to the spirit, and of supplying 
the wants, of the times, This programme is 
forced on herby the approach of mixed residence, 
There are, however, certain things which are 
essential to her future success. (1) There is 
need of increased consolidation. She would 
do better with fewer temples and fewer priests, 
A small number of strong fortresses is better 
than alarge number of poorly equipped and 
poorly manned outposts. She needs to adopt 
a process of selection. (2) Her young priests, 
thongh well versed in modern learning, the 
masters of good literary styles and smart in 
debate, lack religious fervour and do not 
realise their responsibilities as teachers of men, 
(3) The sects must unite and must together 
organise practical works of benevolence and 
take steps to enlighten the ignorant. What 
is wanted in Buddhism is real life and spirit 
and deep religious feeling. Buddhism is old 
and decrepit, and unless some new blood can 
be putinto her she will go the way of all the 
earth, It is the soul that needs revivifying, All 
this outward polishing up of her exterior parts, 
this patching of holes in her garments, will 
not hide from men the fact that her life is slowly 
ebbing away. 
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dissatisfaction with the general state of things 
in the Christian world. The main contention of 
the writer is that religion consists everywhere in 
the observance of forms without corresponding 
life. There is, in the opinion of the writer, an un- 
mistakable hollowness about the majority of 
Christian services that are held. The preaching 
is formal. The praying is formal, Theconfes- 
sion of belief ia formal. The preachers occupy 
their time in explaining elaborate doctrines in 
which few but theologians are at all interested 
and about which Japanese care nothing, or they 
denounce things in general and utter a series of 
lamentations on the wickedness of the age and 
of society as a whole. The andience has no 
sympathy with this kind of thing. Their 
experience of life is by no means so gloomy 
as the preachers represent. There are pastors 
who mourn that so little interest is taken in 
prayer meetings. To say nothing of the fact 
that Protestants are not a worshipping people, 
that the Church is regarded by them as a mere 
lecturing hall rather than a temple where they 
approach God, the idea that a number of peo- 
ple who are perfect strangers to each other can 
in reality unite in prayer as do the members 
of some families, is chimerical. The success 
or failure of Christianity is often said to be in- 
dicated by the size of the audiences in Christian 
Churches. This is a most unreliable mode of 
calculatior The forms of the Church are 
learnt by heart and repeated like so many short 
lessons in the case of avery large number of pro- 
fessors, The writer concludes by recommend- 
ing the adoption by Japanese Christians of the 
time-honoured relationship between parishioners 
and the temple to which they belong. and that 
between the Buddhist priest and his flock, In 
tbe methods of teaching Christianity and of 
instructing believers adopted by Christian minis- 
ters, the Shaka Zasshi contends, there is much 
that ill accords with Japanese feelings and 
tastes, and there is no reason whatever why such 
methods should not be abandoned. 


























FAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
Se Sas 

Referring to the excess of imports—17 mil- 
lion yen—during January and February, the 
Kokumin remarks that the phenomenon still 
continues, the figures for the first halt of March 
already reaching 5 million yes. An outflow 
of specie abroad ty the inevitable result, ‘The 
average amount of specie reserve at the end of 
February, compared with the figures at the end 
of March, was as follows 











Average. Gold coins, Silver coins, ‘Totals, 
Yen. Yen. Ten. 
March + 75777121 1,680,030 77,457,151 
Febuary 84,066,024 1,721 867 85,787 Sor 
Decrease... 8,286,903” 41,837 8.330.740 


According to the Shogyo the Government has 
at last sanctioned the Hokuyetsu Railway Com- 
pany’s issue of bonds, The nominal amount 
is 1,800,000 yen, payable in two petiods, The 
first period comprises ten days from the 1st to 
the roth May, when 900,000 yen will be issued ; 
the second is between the rst and the roth 
Angust, for an equal amount, Each bond is of 
500 yen face value, issued at arate of at least 
97 ven per 100 yen. Interest is to be paid half- 
yearly at the rate of ten per cent. per annum, 
Redemption of the principal is to be effected 
within ten years, commencing in Januaty of 
the 33nd year of Meri, by lowery, The security 
deposit for application is five yen for every 100 
yen tace value, 








At the graduation ex: 
28th ultimo in the Normal School at Katsuma- 
ta, Niigata, the Governor is reported by the 
Zokyo Asahi to have remarked, in the course 
of his speech, that although there should be no 
objection to instructors embracing a religious 
faith as private individuals, it would be unpar- 
donable if they attempted to guide others in the 
light of their own prejudices, After censuring 
the teachers and students in vehement terms, 
the Governor exclaimed: “I do not hesitate to 


say that the brains of the instractors and their|j 


pupils are completely corrupted; it would 


be a wonder if students of such GIS 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[April 9, 1898. 














ciples did not exist side by side with tutors 
equally unprincipled.” This created a sensa- 
tion, and as soon as the ceremony was over the 
principal of the school, teachers, and officers 
presented tothe Governor a statement suggesting 
the advisability of their resigning. 





The Tokyo Asashi states that the Governor 
of Kanagawa, acting upon instructions from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, has recently pro- 
hibited a proposed tour in America for the in- 
vestigation of agricultual matters, The Colonial 
Board of America has instituted a rigorous 
examination of Japanese immigrants, Of the 
passengers conveyed by the steamer Chéna, 
which left Yokohama on the 24th February, 
and by the Peking and the Dorie, which 
sailed on the sth and the 25th March res- 
pectively, fifty-seven were refused permission to 
land on the plea that their arrival was in 
violation of the Emigration Regulations. A 
strong protest was made, but in vain, 








‘The difficulty of preventing the secret importof 
opium in Formosa, according to the Masniché, 
seems really insurmountable, Junks from 
Foochow and Amoy generally serve as means 
ot smuggling and the drug is landed in stormy 
weather and on dark nights, Hach passenger 
carries wih him 50 of 100 catties, und the 
amount so conveyed is said to exceed 30 
per cent. of the total import each year. 
That however, the simplest form of 
smuggling. More complicated artifices are 
resorted to by artistic knaves. Opium is 
sometimes packed like cotton, salt, liquor, 
or paper, oris mixed with the contents of 
other packages. Sometimes it is concealed in 
the bottom of a ship with painted boards 
spread over it, and upon these boards other 
cargo is placed. At other times a hole is made 
in a mast to stow the drug, or a strong chest 
of sheet lead filled with opium is chained to the 
bottom of a ship, The policemen are constant 
in their vigilance and yet the smugglers manage 
to evade them; the question needs thorough 
examination, 























In the beginning of the 2and year of Afeisi 
(1889) Government paper above one yen de- 
nommation was putinto circulation, the Vippon 
states lo the amount of over 27 million yen, in 
spite of the legal limit, a little over 20 million 
yen. The limit of issue was subsequently ex- 
tended from 20 millions to 85 millions, while 
steps were laken for the gradual redemption of 
paper until the-figures were reduced to 5,400 000 
yen for Government and 4.600.000 yen tor 
bank notes. The issuing power of the B 
of Japan has increased, the Government ha 
deposited 22 million yen without interest to 
assist the Bank in the redemption of paper. 
The decrease of notes affords a corresponding 
profitto the Bank, The untaxed notes of the 
Nippon Ginko in the 2and year of Meije aggre 
gated 20 million yen only, but the amount h: 
now swelled to 58 millions. "he Bank, it is 
, igeenabled to reap a considerable profit 
from the. present appreciation of interest, 




















Sales of tea since the opening of the seas 
have amounted, according to the Michi Nich 
to 21,819,350 catties, the average price being 
26.76 yen per picul. The figures for 
the previous year aggregated 20,147,100 
catties, the average quotation being 20.98 yen. 
Such a marked progress is almost beyond 
precedent. In the corresponding period of 
last year the stock in the market did not 
exceed 104,100 catties, 21,800 catties less 
than this year. The tea season opens in 
ordinary years on the 24th or 25th April, from 
which day arrivals from the various producing 
districts become constant. This year, however, 
the tea crop is yet in a state of immaturity ; 
and it will be two or three weeks before pluck- 
ing commences, the severity of the winter having 
brought about the delay, The work of pluck- 
ing is not likely to be commenced before the 

gz of May. Should the leaf escape i 

ost, it promises to be excellent i 

e appreciation of commodities has 











se" augmentation of expenses in manu- 





y|livered an addres 


facture, but does not seem to have equally in- 
fluenced sale prices. Many tea plantations 
having been converted into rice or vegetable 
fields, a reduction in the crop for this year is 
inevitable, and quotations will continue to rise. 






The Mitsui family have under con: 
the construction of large warehouses and 
in Kobe on the site where the Onohama ip- 
building Yard formerly stood. The project 
has made rapid progress. Of an area of 12,000 
tsubo 10,000 have been appropriated for the 
construction of a row of godowns, together with 
a pier of goo ken in length, by the side of which 
four steamers of 6,000 tons each can lie at 
anchor. Between the pier and the warehouses 
are to be laid rails for the transport of goods. 
The necessary investigations for the project have 
been carried on since October last under the 
supervision of an experienced engineer of the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, the geological ex- 
amination alone being uncompleted. A large 
supply of iron will be secured from America 
when work commences in the beginning of 
May. There are two or three warehousing 
companies in Kobe, but the recent development 
of trade has led to the necessity of increasing 
these institutions, The Mitsui’s project, re- 
marks the Wichi Nichi, has met with universal 
approbation. 











The marine. products of Hokkaido do not, 
according to the Zokyo Shimbun, fall short of 
15 million yen annually in value, the number 
of fishermen employed being 150,000. The 
herting fishery alone is reported to require over 
100,000 men, It is the season just now, and 
thousands of fishermen from the interior are 
proceeding to the North every day. Aomori 
occupies the most prominent position in respect 
of their supply, while Iwate, Akita, Yamagata, 
and Niigata are scarcely less conspicuous, The 
to the fishermen from these prefec- 
from 20 to 60 yes for the season, the 
average being 33 yen. The period of their 
service is from two to four months. The steady 
appreciation of labour during the past few years, 
however, has led to the increase of their wages 
by 40 per cent. Under these circumstances it 
is estimated that one-third of the marine pro- 
duce has to be appropriated for payment of 
wages, The fishing industry, the Zodvo Shim- 
dun adds, will cease to be as largely profitable 
as is was before unless improvements are intro- 
duced into the system now in operation. 











On the night of the 31st ultimo Count Ino- 
uye, Minister of Finance, says the Hocké, de- 
the Miisui Club on 
the subject of financial reform, He sai 
“The question of the introductisn of foreign 
capital requires siill my fullest consideration, 
Tt must be determined whether foreign 
capital should be appropriated for such un- 
productive enterprises as military arma. 
ments or for productive enterprises in industry 
and commerce. If unproductive under- 
takings alone are aimed at, it is doubtful 
whether foreigners can be induced to invest. 
Retrenchment ts the best expedient I. can 
propose at this conjancture; and with this 
in view I have reduced the budget proposals by 
about forty million yen, The taxes hitherto 
were so onerous that they could hardly be borne. 
Increased taxation, in the circumstances, is sure 
to end in failure, and I could not adopt it with- 
out great regret. In short, the question of 
finance is still under investigation; but I may 
be prepared with ils solution by the time of the 
Diet’s ordinary session in December.” The 
Hochi adds that all seemed to be dissatisfied 
with the Minister's explanation. 











The Xokumin publishes statistics of the num- 
ber of Buddhist temples in the capital, It 
represents the gross total to be 1,287. Classi- 
fied according to Urban Divisions, Asakusa 
stands first with 307; Shiba next with 196, 
while 151 are allotted to Shuaya, The number 
hen gradually decreases. Koishikawa is re- 
presented as having 95 ; Ushigome, 62; 
573 Yotsuya, 49; Akasaka, 31; Nihonbash 
43 Kojimachi, 3. Kanda district contains none, 
Classilyitig \theseOtdmples with respect to their 
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sects, our contemporary remarks that the 6d6 
ct occupies the most conspicuous position, 
having 377 temples. Nextcomes the Shinshu 
with 252 temples, followed by the Wichiren sect 
with 204 places of worship. To the Zen sect 
belong 159 temples, and to the Zendat 127. 
The Shingon, which has adopted the doct- 
rines of the famons Kobo Daishi, is possessed of 
83 chapels, while the new sect, Riusaé, founded 
in opposition to the Soto, has 73 itutions, 
Two other minor sects, the Obaku and Fish, 
own 10 and 3 temples respectively. 











The export of tobacco daring the goth year 
amounted, according to dhe Shogyo, to 351,740 
yen in value, showing an increase of 97,357 yen 
‘over the previous year. Below is a compara- 
live table showing the classification as well as 
the amount of tobacco exported during the past 
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CHINESE NOTES. 





pea letnete 
With regard to the anti-foreign disturbance in 
Chungking, of which very briet intelligence was 
recently received, the M.-C. Daily News 
publishes the following :— 
We are in receipt of a special telegram from aut 
cortespondent at Coungking supplementing the 


to the recent anticforeign demonst:ation there, 
whereby a student was strangled and property 
to the Methodist Missi 
the 
latge force and 
he death-warrant of 









destroyed. It states tl 
militia are wow there 
to allow the execution of 














demanded of the Taotai that le disperse the 
mutderers, arrest the leaders of the gentry who in. 
cited the riot, pay T'ls. 500 for property destsoyed, 
and allow the Mission to 1e-occupy the premises 
in question and also to protect them there, 





Yen. 
25,854 


Fen. 

115,760 

210,613 
47,370 


379 143 


56.877 
279 975 
37,722 


348,274 





Increase or decrease 


$243,378 +31.467 








Classification 1896, 1897. 
Yen. Yen. 
Cigarettes 81,937 + 231,611 
151,588 58.622 
20,858 21,507 
Total... 254sG89 sersiscesres 





311,740 


severe $47,357 

A serious dimunition is noticeable in the item 
of cigars for last year, while there is a correspond- 
ing increase in the case of cigareties. 


Increase or decrease —125,660 ...... 


A well-known broker of the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange, named Kanijo, has since last 
autumn made a corner in Hokkaido and 
Coal Mining shares. People were surprised at 
his bold attempt, and various rumours sprang 
up through ignorance of the real wire-puller be- 
hind. On the 31st ultimo, the number of shares 
Kanijo had arranged to buy reached 16,000, At 
4 p.m. a party of dealers on the sellers’ sidé 
brought the shares to the Exchange, imal 
that 2,000 shares only were deficient, The 
broker representing the buyers was immediately 
called and directed by the Exchange officers to 











ing | king. 


The foreign residents of Chungking presented 
an address of Congratutation to Mr. Archibald 
J. Little on the occasion of his arrival at that 
place in the first steamer that ever navigated 
the Upper Yangtsze. 





These notes from Wahu are interestin, 


The new German engineer 
engaged at home for steel cail making at the Nan. 
yang Ironworks, has arrived. He turns out to be 
an Englishman, tained in the Sheffi-ld steel 
works, but who has been employed in Germany 
for some years, and was the best man they 
could find for the work, Rather « peculiar fact ! 

THE NBW MINT AT NGANKING, 

Mi, Gervase Cook has been twice to inspect 
the new mint which is being erected at Neanking, 
The machinery is made by the firm of Hein 
Knappe, of Magdeburg. ‘They have sent ont 
no foreign engineer to superiniend its erecti 
all the work being done by attificers. 
There is one single engine, to which ste 
supplied by « Cornish boiler, git. 6 
met id 2olt. long. ‘There is also a 
tric lighting plant, and coining machinery for 
dollars and cents. The boiler came out in the 





who was specially 

















tive workmen without any f 
all. ‘These devices enabled th 
be below the English offers. 

the same size as the old one in Wuchang, but 
nothing hke as large as those in Canton or Nane 
Me. Cook says that these last two ave the 
All 


eign supervision at 








best appointed mints he has visited in Cl 
then machinery was supplied by the Bi 
Mint Coy England. 








take delivery of the same, but he refused to do 
ao on the plea of the shares being still deficient. 
By 5 p.m. the sellers succeeded in collecting the 
remaining amount, and presented it at the office, 
The buyers were again pressed to take delivery, 
but showed no signs of complying. Pressure 
was brought upon them till late at night, but in 
vain. There was no alternative for the Ex- 
change but to regard them as contract-breakers 
and punish them as such. Their failure, indeed, 
affects the stability of the Exchange, the loss 
involved in the transaction being extremely 
large. A meeting of the Directors, Inspectors, 
and other principal officials of the Exchange 
was called to discuss the method of dealing 
with the insolvent brokers, while a conference 
was likewise held by the brokers to determine 
what course to take. The brokers who are to 
be charged with breach of faith according to 
the Exchange Regulations are seven in all, 
The Exchange, unable to carry on its business, 
put up a notice of suspension on the plea that 
its account books had to be adjusted. No 
precedent can be found for the present incident, 
which not only entails serious losses upon the 
Exchange, but also affects the whole economic 
community, A compromise between buyers 
and sellers is suggested as one means of settling 
the matter. 



















THE TONGLIV COLLIERIES. 


Mr, Cook has also been visiting the Tonglin 
boring works, in company with H. 
, Director of the Hsu 
a. the Chinese 
been going on for the last six mo 
only reached a depth of 226 feet, 
under the direction of Mess 
Phillipp, and when operation 
the officials were told by the forme: that coal 
would be reached at a depth of about 150 feet 
from the suslace: 
depth it will be found, if at all, Me, Phillipp is of 
opinion that it will wot be found, Mr. Cook 
believes tnat coal will be met with and that two 
seams exist at a depth of about 300 or 400 feet, 
aud that more seams may be found deeper 
went down the trial shaft and found a seam two 
feet thick, at an angle of 50 to go degrees, but 
from the stata he thinks this seam. will prove 
thicker and better deeper down, and will be work 
able. The cause of the delay in the boring is that 
the machine in use is only able to run at 74 re- 
volutions per minute. Mr, Cook advised them to 
change it for one at the Tay’ works, which would 
enable the boring to proceed atthe tate of from 
five to ten feet per day instead of only from six to 
































LOSS OF A STEAMER AND SEVERAL 
LIVES. 











The Osaka Mainichi, the Kobe Chronicle 
says, reports that the crniser 7akao had hee 
starboard bow damaged by collision with a 
sailing vessel on the rst inst, about 4 p.m, 
off Chinana-point, Inno Island, Iusland Sea 
(off Bingo). The cruiser put in at Matsuhama, 
where temporary repairs were effected, and she 


~_ 

The steamer Fsashi Maru, belonging to 
Mr. Suzuki Sawayo of Hakodate, struck a sub- 
merged rock early on tbe 26th ult, while on her 
way to Otaru, and is said to be breaking up. 
Fourteen of the passengers are reported to have 
been safely landed, while the remainder, whose 
number is not stated, are reported to have been 








left there on Sanath marae: ;Go 
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facts published # short time ago with regard | M, 





shape of plates, and is being put together by na-[! 





THE DRAGON FLAG AT PORT 
ARTHUR. 
ae 

A very apposite story is told in the colamus 
of the Hochi Shimbun. When Port Arthnr was 
handed back to the Chinese in May 1895, Vice- 
Admiral Tsuboi commanded the Japanese 
squadron on the station, and he with Captain 
ra were present at the ceremony of re- 
hoisting the Chinese colours. It was a com- 
paratively calm day, and the dragon flag barely 
floated out when it wasrun up, ‘To the surprise 
of every one, however, no sooner did the dragon 
unfold than the balyards snapped and ine flag 
came down, Vice-Admiral Tsuboi examined 
the halyards but could not discover the cause 
of the break. He predicted that the incident 
might be regarded as an omen of the fate that 
awaited China's possession of the port. 

















THE BRITISH SQUADRON. 
ag 

It may interest our readeis to know that the 
Fleet which the British Government have just 
ordered to assemble in the North China Sea 
comprises 3 First Class Battleships, 3 Armonred 
First Class Cruisers, 2 First Class Cruisers. 3 
Second Class Cruisers, 1 Third Class Cruiser, 
4 First Class Gungoats, 3 Second Class Gun- 
boats, 1 Third Class Gunboat, 3 Sloops, 4 
Torpedo boat destroyers (Handy type), 6 First 
Class Torpedo boats and 3 Second Class Tor- 
pedo boats, which, with the Despatch boat 
Alacrity, will be off the neighbowhood of Port 
Arthur on or about the 6th inst, The aggregate 
tonnage of the above is over 94,000 tons, the 
number of guns carried by them being 228— 
irrespective of torpedo tubes in each vessel and 
torpedo boats,” 


Description. 





Tonnage. 
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wear acocamanaraaame: 


Torpedo Brats. 

The above list does not include the first 
class cruisers Edgar (at Hongkong) and 
Gibraltar (en route), the second-class cruiser 
Bonaventure (on her way out to relieve the 
Rainbow), the gunboat Plover (at Singapore), 
the armoured coast-defence turret ship Wivern 
(at Hongkong), and one or two small gunboats 
(such as the Est).—Kobe Herald. 








CHOLERA, 
= res 

Some apprehe: ns are entertained on the 
suvject of cholera in Tokyo and Yokohama. 
There have been six cases of unquestionable 
Asiatic cholera in the latter place, though only 
one of them has proved fatal, In Tokyo there 
have been nine cases and one death, but medi- 
cal experts have nol yet given a decisive opinion 
as to the character of the disease in the capi 
The Home Department is adopting vigorous 
measures of prevention, the appearance of the 
disease at this time of year being, of course, 
somewhat ominous. 

The cases of choleraic seizure, eight in nnm- 
ber, of which we spoke in our issue of the 5th 
instant as having occurred in Pokyo, have hap- 
pily been found to be sporadic. In Yokohama, 
however, as already stated, the Asiatic form of 
the disease has appeared, thought it does not 
Yeb show any-eigns of spreading. 
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“ FRIENDS.” 
+ 
We give Jitleratim, as an example of the ex- 
cellent education in English afforded by the 
Joshi Gakuin, the essay on “ Friends” by Miss 
Tesu Moteki :— 
“The man that hath no music in himself, 
Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sounds, 
Is fit for treasons, stratagems and spoils.” 
And indeed there is something in 1 
one admires. To the highly cultured and to the 
ian alike it conveys a pleasure that can not 
0 words, Wherein does its mysterious 
attraction lie? Is it not rather Shakespeare’s 
“concord of sweet sounds,” blending into har- 
mony notes that could not charm us of themselves? 
Harmony is beloved of our Creator, for music itsell 
is but a chord in what the An called the 
music of the spheresand what we think of as the 
reign of universal law. The Grand Maker of all 
has constructed this universe on a grand scale of 
harmony in which there is no discord: not so much 
as the stopping of the sun on the eastern or wes- 
tern horizon. One star keeps time with another 
star through the ages. 
All nature is but art, unknown to thee, 
All chance direction which thou canst not see, 
All discord harmony, not understood, 
All partial evil universal good.” 
And there are spiritual harmonies no less than 
material. The word “ friend” suggests not one, 
but more than one, and it too includes the idea of 
harmony. We meet oneperson alter another who 
pdifferent to us, but when we find one who 
shares our tastes and sympathies, who enters into 
our most sacied joys and sorrows, whose heart 
beats as one with ours, we have found a fiend, A 
friend is a fountain of pure love and strong 
sympathy, one who understands us and calls out 
latent gifts in us that we ourselves have not 
suspected. Si 
tween friends and acquaintances, calling both 
fiends, tanking both alike, But they thereby di 







































grade one of the noblest of words and show that} 


they have not tested one of life's richest ex- 
periences, ‘Ihe companionship of one veal fiend 
is more satisfying than association with a host of 
acquaintances >— 

“The soul selects her own 
n shuts the door: 








be 
On her divine majority 
Obtrude no more. 





I've known her from an ample nation 
Choose one; 
‘Then close the valves of her attention 
Like stone.” 
Friendships are formed in various ways. 
commonly they arise gradually between 
who have known each other « long time 
result of mutual admiration and cou fidence, 
times two natures touch and 
strange altracting power, knowi 
ds and cherishin 


Very 
people 
as the 
Some 
hh together by a 
each other ine 
ever after a close 
regard. Such friendships are per 
haps most perfect, as the unsought and spontane= 
ous is often brightest with ideal bloom, Emerson 
says “my friends have come to me unsouglt. 
The great God gave them to me.” Yet since 
a friend's influence is one of the strongest that 
enters into human life it behoves us as best we 
may to be wise in the choice of fiends, Many 
hopes have been wrecked, many ambitions des- 
troyed, by the blighting effect of a corcupting 

idship, On the other hand how y have 
jed to higher aspirations and truer lives by 
association with a faithlul soul mate. 

What so calls out the highest thatis inus asthe 
desire to be worthy of the friendship of one whom 
we love and admire? and what sacrifice will we 
not make in order to render some mete return to 
those who give freely to us of their best. Since 
friendship is so precious a possession it ought to 
be guarded with vigilant carve, ‘There isan i 
dious danger which sometimes menaces it; 
especially it would seem among young people. 
Intimacy often lacks politeness and thus the bloam 
of friendship is tarnished. Ifwe set aright value 
on friendship courtesy naturally springs up from 
the fountain of our reverential hearts, not by obli 
gation at all. 

Politeness in mutual intercourse is asthe per- 
fume to the flower, as delicate, as evanescent, as 
priceless, The greatest disappointment which can 
come to us isa broken friends! Some high 
thinkers tell us that there can be no such thing, 
yet surely there have been broken hearts because 
friends have failed thase whe trusted them, failed 
in the hour of need. Friendship, tike all lofty edi 
fices, must be reared upon a solid foundation, Mere 
Viking is vot enough, nor sympathy in tr 
tastes. There must he a foundation of principle. 
But the friendship which is sealed by the fove of 
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God is the best, for itis founded on a rock. Hus 
inan [riendships ave precious but there is a higher 
height, ‘Henceforth [ call you not servants, 
but I call you friends.” This great. promise and 
blessed word is to every one who isin the same 
family with Christ. Since we have known the 
divine friendship by the love of God ou love must 
be like His, aud in every human friendship we 
ought to have in mind that great word, “ Love 
one another as I have loved you.” 























THE INSURRECTION IN THE 
PHILIPPINES. 


a gee 

A correspondent of the China Mail, writing 
from Singapore on the 14th instant, says, with 
regard to the fresh outbreak of hostilities iv the 
Philippines :—The passengers by the Isla de 
Luson, the Spanish mail steamer, which passed 
through here yesterday, are one and all of 
opinion that the state of the country forebodes 
grave consequences: The Friars are again 
ng their heads, and asserting themselves 
more than ever, persecuting the natives who 
have returned to their homes under the amnesly, 
trumping up false charges of an irrelevant na- 
ture against those whom they suspect of being 
antagonistic 10 them, and openly defying the 
Government. General Primo de Rivers is so 
disgusted with the Government not carrying out 
his recommendations for reforms that he has 
insisted upon being relieved. Moret, the Colo- 
nial Minister, is evidently in earnest about re- 
forms, and from the paper now to hand from 
Spain, is bent on secularizing the Monastic 
Orders ; but he is meeting with great opposition, 
probably by pressure from the Queen Regent, 
which Sagasta has not the moral courage to in 
sist upon removing. 

The Correo Espanol, the principal Carlisi 
organ, and consequently the advocate of the 
Friars, is trying to persuade ils readers that the 
secularization of these Orders in the Philip- 
pines would bring about the emancipation of 
the Islands and their total loss to Spain, 

Bl Pais, ow the other hand, warmly applauds 
the reforms, remarking if they are much longer 
delayed there will assuredly be a reproduction 
of the civil war in the Archipelago of Magellan, 
This moment appears to have arrived! The 
Spanish officers tell me that the rebels have so 
far only delivered up old and worthless rifles 
and guns, All the Mausers captured from the 
Spaniards are still in their hands, 

‘The same correspondent, writing from Manila 
on the 16th, said :—The telegraph wires con- 
necting Manila wits Bolinao via San Fernando 
are now cut, and the working of the railway has 
been rendered impossible owing to the rebels 
having torn up the tails and damaged the per- 
manent way. I am told, but do not know if it 
is correct, that miles of telegraph wire have 
been carried off by the rebels to make /anfaccas 
(small cannon made of boiler tubes and bound 
with wire). Itis generally believed that the re- 
bellion will spread. and that it is assuming 
fresh vigour in the Provinces. 























FIRE IN YOKOHAMA, 
3 Piearaia 

About half-past twelve this morning fire was 
tound to have broken ont in a godown on No, 
183 Settlement, occupied by Messrs J. R. 
Simon & Co, Very shortly after the alarm was 
given, Superintendent Morgin, of the Yokoha- 
ma Fire Brigade, with a party of men and a 
hose-reel and stand-pipe, proceeded to the 
scene, and, working from a hydrant, succeeded 
in limiting the fire to the one building and 
extinguishing it is less than an hour, The fire 
started on the ground floor of the godown, which 
was used for ironing and preparing linen 
goods, Some linen and empty boxes on the 
ground floor were destroyed, the staircase and 
part of upper floor bumed, and some bales 
of habutae stored on the upper floor dama- 
ged. The origin of the fire is believed to have 
been the dropping of burning charcoal by one 
of the girls employed in ironing linen amongst 
the empty boxes on the upper siorey of the 








godown. 









THE DIET. 
Ag 

The Diet is to meet on the 14th May and sit 
for twenty-one days. It will be a short session, 
but as there isno Budget to be discnssed, the 
Houses can probably get through the liniited 
quantity of business that will come up for con- 
sideration, We have no details as yet about 
the exact nature of that business, but it may be 
presumed that the revised drafts of the remain- 
ing portions of the Civil Code will be the 
principal Bill. Unless the Codes are passed 
in time to go into operation by July, the opera- 
tion of the Revised Treaties will have to be 
postponed, a very impfobable contingency. 








NEWS OF THE WEEK. 
wea gt Sa 

The third cruiser, lately built for the Chinese 
Government, was successfully launched from 
the Vulcan Dockyard at Stettin on 12th Febru- 
ary. Mr. Lu Hai-hwan, the Chinese Minister, 
performed the ceremony of naming the vessel 
Hai-Shen. 


A Notification has been issued by the Depart- 
ment of Communications with reference to the 
time for which tickets on the State Railways 
will be valid henceforth. The table stands 
thus :—Tickets for distances of over fifty miles 
and less than a hundred, 2 days. Tickets for 
distances of 100 miles and over, a day addi- 
tional for every hundred miles or fractions of a 
hundred. 


The scheme of Mr. John Milne for scattering 
earth-tremor observatories over the globe is 
being carried out, says a home paper. Re- 
cording apparatus is to be established at 
Toronto, Harvard, Philadelphia, Victoria, B.C., 
two statons in New Zealand, Batavia, Madras, 
Calcutta, Bombay, Mauritius, Cape Colony, 
Argentina, San Fernando, Kew, and probably 
other places. 


The will of the late Mrs, Frances E, Willard 
has been offered for probate. Most of the 
estate is left to Miss Anna Gordon, but Miss 
Willard’s home in Evanston is left to Miss 
Gordon and Mary Bannister Willard during 
their lives and will revert eventually to the 
benefit of the National Women's Christian 
Temperance Union. The estate is estimated at 
$17,000, of which $16,coo is in real property. 











The Hon, J. H. Stewart Lockhart, Colonial 
Secretary of Hongkong, left on the 19th alt, 
for England, on leave, The following appoint. 
ments, consequent on Mr. Lockhatt’s depar- 
tare, are notified in the Gase/te:—Hon. T. 
Sercombe Smith to be Acting Colonial Secret- 
ary, Mr, A. M, Thomson to be Acting Colonial 
Treasurer and Acting Collector of Stamp 
Revenne in addition to his duties as Postmaster- 
General, and Mr. A; W. Brewin to be Acting 
Registrar-General in addition to his duties as 
Inspector of Schools. 






About noon on the 25th ult, two women, 
one the daughter, Sayo, 23 years of age, of 
Mr. Kamiyama Yasugoro, of Kohira village, 
Tokyo-fu, and the other, Ine, 61 years old, the 
wife of Mr. Kamiyama Tomoyemon of the same 
village, went ont on some errand and failed to 
return home. The villagers, alarmed, made « 
soarch for them, in company with the police, 
and on the morning of the 3oth ult. the bodies 
of the two women were found in the forest of 
Hagi-yama, in the samedistrict, the girl terribly 
cnt about the body, while the elder woman 
appeared to have been strangled to death,” No 
trace has yet been found of the perpetrator, or 
perpetrators, of the foul crime, 


The appeal in the case of Tsuda Yaheyi and 
twenty-two other Japanese immigrants who 
arrived at San Francisco by the steamship Ci/y 
of Peking on February 22nd, bas been dismis- 
sed and they are to be deported in accordance 
with law, The ground is that, according to 
their own statements, they had not sufficient 
means of support and were liable to become a 
-Eiius they were within the re- 
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strictive clauses of the Immigration Act. There 
is, states a San Francisco paper, no doubt that 
the men are farm labourers, though they pro- 
fessed to be “ students of agriculture,” and de- 
clared they did not want work. It is probable, 
also, that they came on a contract for work. 
Other cases of a similar kind are pending. 


The proceedings of the Japan Women’s 
Temperance Union were coutinued on Mo! 
at the Union Church, Yokohama, the morning 
being occupied by devotions and a business 
session ; while a meeting was held in the after- 
noon at which addresses were given by Mrs. 
Ushiodo on “ ‘The Rescue Home”; Miss Flor- 
ence Denton on ‘The Foreign W.C.T.U,, 
Mr, Tomeoka on “ Reforming Forces of Chirist- 
janity ;” Mr. Hara on “Prison Reform ;” and 
Judge Miyoshi on ‘Education for Criminals,” 
Music was given by the Yokohama Choir, a 
solo by Mrs, Garst, and a double quartette hy 
Mesdames Topping and Garst, and Misses 
Allen and Spencer, Misses McNair, Mil- 
ler, Coates, and Fisher. In the evening 
Miss Clata Parrish gave an ad-ress on “ Our 
Leaders” illustrated by stereoscopic views ; and 
Mr. McNair and the Hon Mr. Kiyoura, Minis- 
ter of Law, also spoke. The speech of the 
latter was guarded, though appreciative to a 
certain extent—in contrast to the address of 
Judge Miyoshi, who spoke in warm terms of 
praise of the manner in which women were 
held in respect in Christian countries, 
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Details are to hand of the alarming accident 
to Lord Brassey, the Governor of Victoria, in 
Sydney harbour. He was climbing the tem- 
porary stairway from a steam launch to his yacht 
with Jessop, his boatswain, when a heavy wave 
tore the staircase away from the yacht, and Lord 
Brassey and the boatswain were thrown into 
the sea. Both disappeared in the water bet- 
ween the vessels, amid indescribable excite- 
ment. By good fortune the boats parted long 
enough to allow Jessop to make his reappear- 
ance first and the Governor some anxious 
seconds later. fervor was promptly hauled 
into the launch, bu: the rescu> of the Governor 
was a matter of difficulty. The coxswain of 
the launch reached for his coat collar, but miss- 
ed him, Lord Brassey, however, swam back, 
and the coxswain caught him under the arm, 
and with assistance quickly got him into the 
launch, but not a moment too soon, for Lord 
Brassey was scarcely on deck when the vessels 
came together with # crash, 








According to the American papers Sir Julian 
Pauncefoje, the British ambassador, has inform- 
ed the Canadian Ministry that he has arranged 
a convention with the United States whereby the 
Alaskan boundary dispute has been settled. 
‘Under the terms of the convention the British Go- 
vernment has conceded the claim of the United 
States that ten marine leagues should be mea- 
sured from the shore of the mainland and 
should proceed along the shore of the inlet, 
which are thus recognized as arms of the ocean. 
The contention of the British and of the Cana 
dian Governments was that the ten-league limit 
should begin on the ocean side of the island 
and that the delimiting line should be run across 
the inlets and not follow their shores. These 
inlets are numerous and extend into the m 
land a great distance, and the decision, there- 
fore, is of much importance to the United 
States. The United States has agreed to the 
Bri retaining the boundary on the summit of 
the Chilkoot Pass and the White Pass, because 
in the Russian agreement of 1825 the line of 
demarkation was fixed as one running along 
the tops of the mountains. 





















The names of the passengers from the Far 
East who transhipped at Colombo to the P. 
O. steamer China, which went ashore at Perim, 
are given as follow:—From Japan—Mr. V. 
Osborne, Captain N. P. Pollock, Mr. H. W. 
Commons, Mrs, H. Collbran, Miss Colbran, 
and Mrs, More. From Shanghai—Mrs. Wade 
Gardner, 2 children and nurse, and Mr. C 
Smith. From Hongkong—Mr. and Mrs, W. 
A.C. Platt, infant and amah; Mr. J. Ruudle, 
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Mr. G. Rowe, Commander E. F. Domville, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gompertz, Sergt.. Foord and family, 
Inspector Hennessy and famlly, Serget. Hall 
and family, Inspector Mann and family, 
Inspector Butlin and wife, and Mr. Call, 








The machinery of the new mint which is 
being erected at Nganking is made by the firm 
of Hein Knappe, of Magdeburg. They have 
sent oul no foreign engineer to superiniend ils 
erection, all the work being done by native 
attificers. There is one single engine, to which 
steam is supplied by a Cornish boiler, gft. 
6in diameter, and 20ft,long. There is also a 
small electric lighting plant, and coining 
machinery for dollars and cents, The boiler 
came out in the shape of plates, and is being 
put together by natives without foreign supervi 
sion, The mint is about the same size as the 
old one in Wuchang, but nothing like as large as 
those in Canton or Nanking. These last two 
are the best appointed mints in China, All 
their machinery was supplied by the Biming- 
ham Mint Co, 


The Hongkong Telegraph speaks plainly 
about the sanitation of the Colony. One port 
after another, it remarks, is declaring quaran- 
line against. Hongkong, and the uade of 
the colony suffers in proportion. This quaran- 
tine boycott’ is the penalty for insanita- 
tion, Hongkong has the finest system of 
drainage in the East—on paper. Here is a 
difference between what ought to be and what 
is. What is, is a putrid atmosphere pervading 
the Queen's Road level every evening. It is 
“no worse than other eastern towns,” it is 
“wonderfully clean, ail things consideted,” 
but small-box and plague are rife enough to 
cause all other ports wnanimously to declare 
quarantine, The colony is so near to China 
that epidemics cannot be avoided without an 
immense amount of careful thought and hard 
work—perhaps not even then, The town is 
still fer from clean, even if the drains were 
perfect. 





GERMAN TRADE EXPANSION. 
es 

British trade in’ the Baltic, as elsewhere, 
appears to be suffering from German competi- 
tion, According to a Consular report from 
Stockholm, British exports to Sweden are not 
increasing, or even holding their own, as they 
should, against German competition, The in- 
crease of the German trade is due to the energy 
and push of the German commercial traveller, 
who over-runs the country in all directions, and 
giveslong credits. The princirals do not reside 
in Sweden, but operate from Germany, Berlin 
being only 24 hours from Stockh Im, and, 
therefore none of the profils of the trade are 
spent inthe country. It cannot be said that the 
Swedes are’ particularly enamoured of this 
system, which has absorbed. so much of their 
trade. The British Consul at Gothenburg 
suggests in his report that printed patterns and 
illustrations should be used more sparingly in 
circulars, &c., as he has known Continental 
competition avail itself of this source for obtain- 
ing new and improved ideas at the expense of 
the British inventor or constructor, Circulars 
should be printed in the language of the country, 
and with the weights and values current in the 
country whete the goods are intended for sale, 
and notin the English equivalents alone, as itis 
far too complicated a matter to make the neces- 
sary calculations to arrive at the conclusion of 
which is best value, British or foreign goods, It 
ends by people generally taking the goods about 
which they most easily understand the price, 
gencral terms as to credit, &c. Such advice 
has often been applied to merchants resident in 











&| Japan. 


The tendency in Sweden now is, instead of 
exporting the raw material, to manufacture it, 
nd export the products. To have spoken of 
Sweden a few years ago as a competitor with 
England in skilled labour, would have beenac 





-|counted folly, but in some matters of machinery 


and engineering Sweden is quite up to, or ahead 
{c most other countries, Swedish steel and iron 

















famous throughout the world, but the condi- 
tions of life and wages of the workmen who 
tum out such good wok are not generally 
known, The average hous of labour are 60 a 
week (ie. 6 days of 10 hours), and the wages 
vary from 25 to 40 Gre (32d. to 5d.) an hour, 
or, in some exceptional cases, 50 dre (644.). 
Owing 10 the depressed state of the United 
States labour market, the Swedish workman 
now seems to think he can do as well at home, 
if one may judge by the numbers who return 
home, and by the emigration records, 





As regards Sweden, Great Britain, Germany, 
and Denmark have between them about 70 per 
cent. of the foreign trade of the country, and 
although Great Brituin does the largest trade of 
ny nation, it must be noted that Great Britain 
imports from Sweden £8,000,000 worth of 
goods, and sends her ont only £5,500,000 worth. 
Germany, however, imports £6.500 000 worth 
from Sweden, but sends het out £6,500,000 
worth, If from the British exports be deducted 
the value of the raw material exported (vix.: 
coal, metal, cotton, wool, skins, &c.) there re- 
mains bat £2,653,000 the value of manutactured 
goods exported, whereas Germany exported 
£3:430,000 worth of manufactured goods. 
Again taking the joint ade of Norway and 
Sweden, Great Britain exports £8,635,900 
worth of goods of all descriptions, but imports 
‘£11.133.300 of their produce, Balance against 
Great Britain of £2,197,400 worth, Germany, 
on the other hand, exports £ 10,081,800 worth 
of goods to these two countries, but takes only 
£3.425.600 worth. Balance in favour of Ger- 
many of £6.656,200 worth. The retums of 
British trade ate therefore not as brilliant as 
they at first seem to be, when it is considered 
that, roughly speaking, half of the goods 
ported from Great Britain to Sweden were 
brought over in Swedish or Norwegian vessels, 
aud of the exports from Sweden, likewise about 
half were carried by the same means, In regard 
to German imports and exports, about two-thirds 
of the former and halt of the latter were carried 
by Swedish vessels, Her Majesty's Consul at 
Copenhagen in his report to the Foreign Office 
of May last, states “that Hamburg has, without 
doubt, taken away the colonial trade to the 
Baltic which Englandoriginally had.” 


























AMERICAN FOURNALISTIC ITEMS 
OF FAR EASTERN INTEREST, 


—— 
inguished Chinese Minister at Wash- 
ington,” says the Chicago Jeeord, “has been 
discussing American customs as coinpared 
with those of his own empire, and he is brave 
enough to hint in his own gentle way that pos 
sibly even an Occidental people may learn some- 
thing from those of the Orient. When some- 
body called attention to the barbarous Chinese 
custom of binding the feet of women, he admit- 
ted its folly freely and fully, but mildly remark- 
ed that the women of China, if they did have 
deformed feet, did not injure their constitutions 
by compressing themselves into sheaths ot steel 
and whalebone. This is an old and much- 
discussed point, and Mr. Wu's comments have 
been anticipated by most of the Occidental phy- 
sici But he did not stop with this criticism, 
He has noted with shocked surprise that the 
American woman's bat is often not only tricked 
out elaborately with feathers but hears the stuff- 
ed corpses of birds. This custom among a 
civilized and humane peoyle‘he cannot undei- 
stand, and he modestly suggests that his own 
country-women would regard with exceeding 
sorrow any practice which wrought the destruc- 
tion of the “songsters and the loveliest birds” 
simply to cater to the desires of human vanity. 
Minister Wu's kindly criticism is respectfully 
referred to the milliners and their clieuts, The 
next time Mr. Wu tackles this subject it is to 
be hoped he will enlarge upon the lack of 
artistic taste shown in the custom of wearing 
the dead bodies of birds perched in hopelessly 
unnatural poses upon the hats of women, Let 

















the Minister add the suggestion that a hat 
adorned with roses is a far more altractive 
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article than a hat which looks like a specimen 
of taxidermy.” 


Professor J. N. Wigmore recently lectured on 
“ The Law of Boycotts and Strikes” at the Lake 
View High School in Chicago. ‘ He talked of 
the laws governing strikes and boycotts under 
four aspects, He considered the civil wrong 
of the boycott; the criminal aspect of both 
strikes and boycotts as found in federal and 
Illinois law ; injunction as a method of preven- 
tion of boycotts and commitment for contempt 
as a means of enforcing an injunction. The 
Debs and Northern Pacific cases came up in 
the conrse of the lecture, as did many other 
cases of recent date.” 











An American exchange says :—"* Dr. Van der 
Heyden of Yokoliama has just built an anti- 
septic dwelling house supposed to be microbe- 
proof. ‘The walls of this building are plates of 
glass set in metal fastenings and made air-tight. 
Near the roof there isa small opening for the 
outflow of air from the living rooms, so arrang- 
ed that no air can enter that way. Air from 
outside can get in only through a tube, whose 
opening is at some distance from the house. 
The air that enters is filered first through 
cotton batting and then is sterilized by passing 
through glycerine,” 














Here is an item from a Chicago paper :— 
“ Arrangements lave just been completed by 
which the baggage of Asiatic passengers land- 
ing at Pacific coast points en ronte for Europe 
may be sealed and sent in bond to the Atlantic 
or gulf port of embarkation, so that it is now 
necessary to have but one inspection by custom- 
house officers. Heretofore two inspections 
were necessary—one at the port of entry and 
the other at the port of departure. The change 
was made to give the American roads a better 
footing for competition with the Canadian 
Pacific, It entails a great deal of additional 
resp bility and work on the railroads, as 
each road must examine the seals on receiving 
the baggage, and each baggage car becomes in 
effect a bonded warehouse.” 














FAPANESE SILK INSPECUION 
REGULATIONS, 
Pan Na EN 

We give the following translation of Ordinance 
No, 3 of the Departnent of Agriculture and 
Commerce -— 

It is hereby wotisfied that by-laws for the en- 
forcement of Regulations promulgated by Law No. 
48 in the goth year of Megji with regard to the en 
Couragement of the direct export of silk have been 
established as followsit 

* March 30 of the gist year of Meiji. 
(Signed) Baron Ito Miyost, 
Minister of Agriculture ard Commerce. 
By-laws for the enforcement of Regulations with 
regard to the encouragement of the direct export 
of aw sill, 
Art, L—Any person desiring to receive the 
bounty specially provided for the encouragement 
of the direct export of raw sill, shall present at the 
Sill Lnspection Office an application prepared in 
accordance with Form No. 1 
If the applicant does not reside in a district in 
which a Sill Inspection Office exists, he may de- 
through an agent whom he may 
appoint in # district where such office is established. 

Ast. IL—The inspection of suk shall be con- 
ducted according tw the [allowing processe: 





























(1).—Exclusive weight. The whole weight of a 
bale of silk is first ascertained, and what remains 
after subuaciing tare and accessories is to be 
recognised as the exclusive weight of silk, 

(2).—Lustie. This is to be determined by ine 
spection with the naked eye. 

(3).—Re reel Five pieces of silk in a bale 
will be set upon a reeling apparatus, and sub 
mitted te the process of reeling two hours with 
velocity of forty turns an hour according to the 
degree of fineness. 

(4).—Degree of fineness, Five pirces are 
selected from a bale, and from each of them fu 
lines, each 500 metres long, are taken and weighed 
separately in grammes, The weight so obtained 
is calculated in deniers. 

(5). Five pieces from a ball of silk ave examined 
with the aid of a nib detector, avd the number of 
































to bis credit. 


aseertained, the average will b+ taken to deter. 
mine the uumber in the bale. 

Aut. IIL—Any sill which has undergone in- 
spection as prescribed above is not eligible for 
re-examinati 

Aw IV.—The Silk Inspecting Office shail 
deliver to the applicants a certificate of inspection 
with a duplicate for each bale of silk which las 
passed examination 

Ait. V.—The Silk Inspecting Office shall, 
with regard to the silk mentioned im the preceding 
acticle. cause the applicants to pack each hale of 
sille in the presence of the members of the Office, 
enclosing therewith a copy of the certificate of 
examination, The package shall then be ins 
bed with the name of the inspecting office, the 
number for exar nn, aud the classification ay 
to the qualification of silk, and it shall be duly 
sealed. The cost of packing, however, must be 
borne by the applicants. 

An. VL—Any silk which has undergone the 
process indicated in Article V. shall lose its 
qualification if the seal formally affixed to it is 
destroyed priot to its direct export. 

Ait, VIL—Any person desirous of undertaking 
the direct export of silk for which a certificate of 
examination has been obtained, shall endorse the 
same with his name and address, and affixing a 
seal thereto, forward together with the bill of 
lading (o the Imperial Custom House of the 
distict from which the silk is to be expacted. 

Act. VIIL—The Imperial Custom House shall, 
aller examining the goods with reference to the 
certificate of inspection duly endorsed as prescrib- 
ed in the preceding article, mention therein the 
date in which all the specific forms uf procedure 
were completed, and, affixing its seal thereto, 
deliver it to the applicants, provided the goods in 
question which are to be shipped at once shall 
amoutut to over 500 catties. 

Au. IX.—Any person derirous of obtaining the 
bounty shall present to the Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce an application prepared in con= 
formity with form No. 3, and also certificate of 
examination together with another certificate for 
Presentation in the foreign port of discharge. 

Act. X.— The date of the foregoing application 
shall be within 180. days immediately following 
the direct export of silk. 
































Ant. Xl —Ifany direct exporter desires to en-|! 


Wust another person with the sale of his goods, he 
must select as the agent a person registered as a 
Japanese subject, ora commercial c: y com 
posed of members or sharehulders of Japanese 
nationality. 

Act. XIL—With respect to these Regula: 
tions Acticles IV (Note excepted), VIL, VIL; 
XML, XIV., and XU of the Bylaws forthe ene 
forcement of the Stik [nspection Law promulgated 
by Ordinance No. 3o! the Department of Ages 
ture and Commerce in the 2gth year of Megji shall 
be applied. 





























ENGLISH CPCLING NOTES. 
ees 
London, February 18:h. 
Mamitins is the latest place to be visited with 
the bicycle craze. Cycling is taking a firm bold 
in the island, not only gentlemen but ladies in 
dulging in the exercise, 


Awriter points out the folly of having the 
spokes of a bicycle vickel plaied, and raters to 
the trouble that already exis's in keeping the 
ordinaty plated patts of the bicycle from rasting. 
In the opinion of many cyclists there is alveady 
too much bright work about a bicycle, though the 
present plated parts do admittedly give @ bicycle 
a very smart appearance, When wet or damp 
weather comes we know how difficull it isto keep 
these bright parts from rusting, and unless they 
be liberally coated with vaseline-they ate pretty 
sure to tust. One suggestion is that only the 
handlebar and brake work should be plated. The 
other parts being wear the ground and conse- 
quently mare liable to catch the mud, should be 
enamelled black, or in a colour harmonising with 
that nsed on the other parts of the nvachine. 

















Apparently in New York the qualification of a 

good rider is to have a lang list of century rides 

Edward S. Edwards, of the Ceutury 

Wheelmen of New York, certainly intends mount- 

ing to the top of the tree. for during 1898 he ins 

tems riding a ceutury every day. So far he has 
not failed to cover bis hundred miles any day. 





A.A. Zimmerman has given up all ideas of 
isiting Ewope this year, but will devote his at- 
to riding in competition in his own 
countyy, He is under the impression that he 





tention 





nibs in every 500 metres ha’ been then 


oes 








le be able to ride as fast as ever, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


—— 
THE GOVERNMEMY AND THE 
DOSHISHA, 


To tne Epitox or THE “Japan Mati 

Sin,—The great question of the late Dushisha 
from its very beginning appeared to the weiter in 
a two-fold aspect, its relation to the Trustees 
first; then to the Japanese Government as tepre- 
senting the politico-moral conscience of the nation 
in similar tr i As stated in the previous 
letter, [have looked upon the whole affair from a 
high moral ground, tather than from purely tech- 
nical legality, Indeed it would be the veriest 
nonsense to make the contention that a Govern- 
ment is not bound to take any notice of the judicio- 
motal nature of its citizens’ actions, especially of 
those actions which have such far-reaching and 
extensive relations as the present one, 











‘That the action of the Dushisha Trustees was 
illegal morally, and judged by an universal wibu. 
nal of justice, also forensically, 1 think i 
ous verdict of every fairemin 
partial spectator—and the Fapan Mailis an im- 
partial and fair-minded spectator. But concetn- 
ing the duty of the Government in regard to the 
matter the Editor remarks "It is very dificult 
to see how the Government can notice the question 
directly or indirectly 














For the sake of illu g the point allow me 
to give the following illustration : Suppose a tol: 
ber comes with hisill-gotten spoils and offers them 
tome to puichase ; am I by that personal moral 
law which regulates every individual aci 
leaving the judicial lawaside forthe present. 
totake notice, both ‘directly aad indirectly ” of the 
question of the origin and means through which 
he has procured his commodities or not? [think 
there is only one answer to the question and no 
are. The Doshisha question has very close re- 
semblance to this, The analogy, [ think, is not a 
forced one, although it is little expanded, Here 
is a body of American Chiistians putting their 
absolute tyust in the integrity and human honesty 
of their Japanese fellow-Cliistians to organize 
and carry ona Christian Institut their native 
land; but as soon as the Lnstitution is orgauized 
d equipped, the Japanese turn round and violate 
their most solemn and sacred covenant notwit 
standing the vehement protests of the dono: 
Now [call this an act of piracy and highway 
robbery; the only difference being in the one 
physical force is used, while in the other t 
of deception avd blackmailing. The 
ment on her part instead of discouraging 
af dishonesty and deception on the pat of 
her citizens, hay all along abetted and encomaged 
it by promising to recognize the Chu-Gakko de- 
partment if the Christian clause was struck out of 
the Constitution. 






































































Of course the Government has absolute right to 
decline recognizing any educational Cl 
institution, but civilized humanity will hold her 
morally responsible if divectly or indirectly she 
stimulated her citizens to violate their most sacted 
engagements. 

In conclusion I must say, that this entire une 
fortunate transaction strongly seminds me of a mis- 
sionary story of the South-Sea Islands. The story 
isthat once a polygamous chief went toa mission 
ary and cequested to be baptized and i ed into 
the Christian Church. ‘The missionary knowing 
the chief well, replied that he would he very glad to 
administer the sacred rite : but asthe chief had two. 
wives he could not perform it for the present. The 
chief left the missionary in a very pensive mood, 
After the lapse of two or three weeks he 1eap- 
peared with shining countenance and asked to be 
baptized at once ay all the hinderances had been 
totally removed. 

“ But what became of your second wife,” asked 
the missionary in a subdued and polite tone. 
“Did y end her to her father?” 

“O no!” answered the chief 
“we simply killed and ate her up! 

Whether the Trustees did kill the Doshisha and 
ate her alive or not, and whether the Japanese 
Government did countenance and paiticipate in 
this moral cannibalism or not, are two questions 
for the civilized world and the Fapan Mail tn de- 
cide, PHILO. JAPAN. 
We have already said that we apprecia int of vi 
oken by “th donretpongent and’ Serre oa ties ae 
regatta the Government, but we have shown that, spesbing 

practically, it would have been quite beyond the Govern 

s declared fanction to assume the role of judge in such 

Has any complaint been addressed to the Govern 

nt by the foreign donore? It not, wat xrownd for otbelel 
erterence exists? Hearsay ? “lr one correspondent would 
think quietly about the practieal side ef the question he 


W lds we think, appreciate the impossibility “fany arbitrary 
nterference cn ‘the Go! ch as he recone 

































iumphantly, 
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THE FRENCH REVISED TREATY, 
pba Ce, 
(CoNcLUDED FROM YsSTERDAY.) 

Article 18—Les Hautes Parties Contractantes 
conviennent que dans toutes les matiéies relatives 
commerce, Ala navigation, et A Vexercice de 
Pindustrie, tout privilége, faveur ou immuniteé 
quelconque que Mune d’elles a déja accordés ou 
accorderait A lavenir au Gouvernement ou aux 
ressor! ts de tout autre pays, seront & 
immédiatement et sans condition au Gouv 
ment et aux ressortissants de e Pattie, leur 
intention ant que, pour ce qui concerne le com- 
merce, la navigation et Pindustrie, les Japouais en 
France et les Francais au Japon joutssent, sous 
tous les rapposts, du traitement de la nation la 
plus favorisée. 

Acticle 19.—Chacune des Hautes Parties C 
(ractantes pourra nommer des Consuls généraux, 
Consuls, Vice-Consuls et Agents consulaires dans 
tous les ports, villes et places de l'autre Partie. 
Ces Agents et les Consnls suppléants, Chanceliers 
et Seciétaires attachés A leur poste exerceront, en 
toute liberté, leurs fonctions et attributions et joui- 
ron, Acharge de :éciprocité, de tous les privilages, 
exemptions et immu gue des pouvo 
qui sont ou seront accordés aux officiers consulaires 
de la nation la plus favorisée, 

Ils revont en fonctions et ne jouiront des 
dioits, privileges et immunites consulates qu’apiés 
voir obienu Vautorisation du Gouvernement 
territorial. 

En ce qui concerne le lieu de leur residence, les 
deux Gouvernements ne s'opposeront respective: 
ment aucune restriction qui le soit commune dans 
leur pays A toutes les nations. 

Atticle 20 —Les ressortissants de chacune des 
Hautes Parties Contractantes jouiront, dans les 
Bats et Possessions dle l'autre Partie, de la mame 
protection que les nationaux pour tout ce qui con: 
cerne les brevets d’invention, les marques de fabri- 
que ou de commerce, ainsi que les dessins ou 
modd'es industriels et de fabtique de toute es; &ce, 
en remplissant les formalités prescrites par la loi. 

Atticle 21.—Le Gouvernement dela République 
Francaise donne, en ce qui le concerne, son adi & 
siow Al’Arrangement survant: 

Les divers quattiers é rangers qui exister 
Japon seront incorporés aux communes respectives 
du Japon et feront dés lors partie du sys'tme 
municipal du Japon, 

Les Autorités japonaises compétentes assume: 
ront en conséquence toutes les obligations et tous 
les devoirs municipaux qui tésultent de ce nouvel 
ttat de choses et les fonds et biens municipaux 

ai pourtaient appartenir A ces quattiers seront, 
a plein droit, transié €, auxdites Autorités japo- 
naises. 

Larque les changements ci-dessus_indiqué 
auront été effectué., les banx A perpéui'é en vert 
desquels les € rangers posrédent actuellement des 
proprié €. dany les quartiers seront confirmes et 
les proprié és de cette nature ne douneront liew A 
aucuns impdts, taxes, charges, contributions ou 
conditions quelconques autres que ceux expressé- 
ment stipulés dans les baux en question. Il est 
tendu toutefois q Autorité. consulaires dont 
ily est fait mention seront substituées les Autori- 
1és japonaise: 

Les testains que le Gonvernement japonais 
aurait comédés exempts de tentes, vu Pusage 

ic auquel ils é-aient affecté=, resteront, sous la 
téserve des droits de la souveraineté tereitoriale, 
affeanchis d'une manide permanente de tous im. 
pols, taxes et charges; et ils ne seront point dé 
tournés de Pusage auquel ils étaient primitivement 
destinés. : 

‘Article 22 —Les dispositions du présent traité 
sout applicables A VAlgérie. I est’ entenda 
qirelles deviendraient en outre applicables aux 
Colonies feavgaises pour lesquelles le Gouverne- 
ment Brangats en réclamerait le bééfice, Le 
Représentant de la République Frangaise A Tokyo 
Aces effect le notifier au Gouverament Ja- 
sdans un délai de deux ans, A dater d 
change des tatifications du piésent traité, 

‘Article 23.—A daterde la mise en vigueur du 
présent traiié,seront abiogés le Trai'é dug octobre, 
1858, la Convention du 23 juin 1866, et en ganésal 
tous les arrangements conclus en les Hautes 
Parties Contractantes existant antévieutement A 
cette date. En conséquence, la juridiction 
frangaise an Japon et les priviléges, exemptions 
on immuniiés dont les Francais jouissaient en 
matidve juriodictisnnelle seront supprimés de plein 
droit et sans qu'il soit besoin de notification, du 
jour de la mise en vigneur du p:ésent tea 
les Frangais seront dds lors soumis a la juridiction 
des wibunaux japonai 

Aiticle 24 —Le présent Traié ne produira ses 
effets que trois ans au moins aprés la signature. 


I entrera en vigueur une année ay 
1 Jap, 

















































































































































Gouvernement de S,M. ue 








que lelc 


Sean 
a g @hter ae jour of le nouveau Ta.if aura son 





notifé au Gouvernement de la République 
Francaise son intention de le voir mis A execution, 

Cette notification pourta étre faite Aun moment 
quelconque apias expiration des deux années 
qui suivront la date de sa signature. 

Le présent ‘Traité restera obligatoire pendant 
une période de douze ans, 4 partir du jour of il 
aura &é mis a exécution, 

Chacune des Hautes Patties Contractantes aura 
le droit, Aun moment quelconque apids que onze 
années se seront cou'ées depuis Pent ée en vigueur 








“1 du présent Traité, de notifier a l’autre pattie sou 


intention d’y mettre fin et A Vexpiration du dou- 
Féme mois qui suivea cette notification, le Traité 
cessera et expirera entigremen 

Toumtefois Varticle 7 du Traité pourra éire dé 
nonce A toute époque par le Gouvernement Fran- 
gais et, dans ce cas, cet article cessera d’éire en 
Vigueur un an apids sa dénonciatios 

Atticle 25.—Le prévent Traité sera ra 
ratifications en seront échangées A ‘Tokyo 
que faire se pourra, 

En foi de quoi, les plénipotentiaires des deux 
pays ont signé le présent Traité et y ont apporé 
leurs sceux. 

Fait A Pa 
1896. 

















i et les 
ussitdt 














en double exemplaire, le 4 aoft 





Soné Arasuxké, 
G, Hanoraux, 





(Ls. 
{L. 





Protocote. 

Le Gouvernement de S. M.empereur du Japon 
et le Gouvernement dela République Fraiicaise, 
estiment qu’il est utile aux inté:Gts des deux pays de 
tégleccettains questions spéciales qui les intéres- 
sent mutuellement et qui ne sont [pas préves au 
au Traité de commerce et de navigation signé 
cejourd’hui, leurs Plénipptentiaives respectifs sout 
convenus des stipulations suivantes: 

L—It est convenu entre les Hautes Parties Con- 
tractantes que, six mois aprés l’échange des rati- 

ns du Traité de commerce et de naviga 
signé cejousd’hui, le tarif d’importation ci-annexé 
sera, sous 1é,erve des stipulations de l’article 19 
du Trairé du 9 octobre 1858, aussi longtemps que 
ledit Traité restera en vigueur, puis subséquem- 
ment des article 7 et 18du Traité en date de ce 
jour, applicable aux produits du sol, des industries 
ov manufactuses des Evats et Possessions de la 
République Frangaise & leur importation au 
Japon, Mais tien de ce qui est contenu dans 
le Trsiié, dans ce Protocole on dans le Tarif 
annex’ ne pourra étre tenu comme limitant ou 
déterminant le dioit du Gouvernement Japonais 



























et du Gouvernement Frangiis de testreinde 
ou de prohiber importation des drogues, méde- 
cines, aliments ou breuvages -lalsifids, d’ime 








pri peintures, livres, cartes, lithographies ou 
xtavines indécents ou obscdues, ou d’autee objets 
pouvant offtis e danger pour la sécurité ou 
la morale publiqne-, d’atticles fabriqués en viola- 
tion des lois qui, au Japon et en France, :égle- 
mentent les brevets dinvention, les marques de 
fabrique ov la propriéé littéraire, Ce droit 1é 
ciproque s’étendia également aux  probibitions 
sanitaives ou autres provenant de la nécessité de 
prowgger la santé des personnes, ainsi que la 
conservation du Léail et des plantes utiles a 
griculture, 

I droits ad valorem établis par ledit Tarif 
seront, autant que cela sera recontin possible, cons 
vertis en divits spécifiques par une Conventi 
supplémentaive qui sera conclue entre les deux’ 
Gouvernements dans le délai de six mois A compter 
de ta satification du ‘Traité en date de ce jour, 
Pour I'évaluation desdits droits spécifiques, tl est 
convenn qu'un prendia pour base la moyenne des 
prix élablie par les velevés des Douanes japonaises 
des six premiers mois de Pannée 1894, en y ajout- 
antles frais dassurance et de transport du lieu 
dachat, de prods 
port d’arrivée, ainsi que les frais de c 
Vilen existe. Dans le cas ot la convention sup 
p'émentaire ne serait pas entiée en vigueur au 
moment ott le tarif nouveau commencerait a étre 
appliqué, ce seront les droits ad valorem qui, dans 
Pintervalle, seront percus, Ces droits seront cale 
culés sur le prix 1éel des marchandises au lieu 
@achat, de production ou de fabrication, aug- 
menté, des frais de transport et d’assutance dudit 
lien jusqu’au port de de’chargement, ainsi que des 
frais de commission, s'il en existe. 

Au cas uit Particle 7 du Tiaité cesserait d’étre 
en vigueur par suite de la dénonciation quien 
serait faite par le Gouvernement Fiangais, le tarif 
ci-eannexé ou le tavif spécifique qui tur sera sub- 
stitué cessera également d’atie appliqué. 

En ce qui concerne les articles won Guuméi és 
dans ledit Tarif, le Tarif gé: al du Japon s’appli 
quera, dés qu’il seca en vigueur, sous séserve des 
stipulations de Varticle 19 du Traité dug octobre 
1858 on des articles 7 et 18 du Traité conclu 
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effet, Tait nportation actuellement en 
viguuer au Japon cessera d’éire applique en ce qu 
concerne les objets et marchandises importés au 
Japow par des citoyens frangais, 

En ce qui concerne toutes les autres stipulations 
des Traités et Conventions actuellement exista 
elles serout maintenues sans conditions jusqu’d 
Vépoque ou le Traité de commerce et de naviga- 
tion en date de ce jour sera mis en vigueur, 

Il.—Le Gouvernment Japonais consent, en at- 
tendant Poaverture complete du pays aux citoy- 
aus francais, dé tendre le sysiéme existant des 
passeports de facon A permetive aux Francais, sur 
la production d’uu certificat favourable Emanant 
de la Légation de France 4 Tokyo ou de l'un 
quelconque des Consulats de France dans les ports 
ouverts, d’obtenirc sur leur demande, du Ministére 
Impérial des Affaires Etrangéres 4 Tokyo ou des 
autoriiés principales de la Piéfecture dans lagu 
elle est situé un port ouvert, des passeports valua 
ble pour toute I"éiendue du pays et pour toute 
période n’excédant pas douze mois. 

Il est bien entendu que, sous cette r serve, les 
Lois et Réglements existanis et rég’ 
citoyens francais qui voyagent dans I’Empire du 
Japon sont maintenus. 

IIL.—Le Gonvernment Japonais engage, avant 
la cessation de la juridiction consulaire francaise 
au Japon, a adhérer aux Conventions internatio- 
nales concernant la protection de la propriété 
dustrielle et de la propriété litt raire. : 

1V.—Les Piénipotentiaires soussignés sont con- 
venus que le présent Protocole sera soumis aux 
deux Hautes Parties Contractantes en méme 
temps que le Traité de commerce et de navigation 
signé en ce jour et que, quand ledit Traité sera 
ralifid, les arrangements contenus dans ce Protos 
cole seront également considé-és comme approuvés 
sans quil soit nécessaire d’une ratification formelle 
subséquente. 

Ilest convenu que ce Protocole prendra fin et 
cessera d’étre obligatoire en m&me temps que le 
‘Traité auquel il est annexé. 

En foi de quoi, jes Plénipotentiaires des deux 
Pays ont signé le présent Protocole et y ont ap- 


poré leurs sceaux. 
Fait A Paris, en double exemplaire, le 4 aodt 

































































1896. 
(LS) Signé: Soné Arasuxé. 
(LS) Signe: G. Haworaux, 
DECLARATION. 


Le soussigné, Envové extraordinaire et Ministre 
Piénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté I'Empereur du 
Japon, a Phonneur de déclarer, dimeut autoriné A 
cet.effet par an mandat spécial de Sou Gouve: 
ot, que le Gouvernement Impérial Japonais 
engage de pas faire la volification prevue par 
Particle 24 du Traité signé aujourdhui tent que 
les Codes de Empire qui ont déja éé promulgué:, 
‘< dont Papplication a &1é ajournée, w’auront 
pas &:6 mis effectivement en vigueur. 


Signé: Sonf Arasuxt. 


























WINTON HOUSE SCHOOL. 
— 

The breaking 's previous to the 
Easter holidays, and presentation of prizes to the 
boys oi Winton House School, took place in the 
School-room, No. 59-8 Bluff, on Wednesday after= 
noon, In spite of the inclement weather there 
was a very fair attendance of relatives of the 
scholars and friends of the school, ladies largely 
predominating. 

Mr, Jas. TRour, H.B.M. Cousul-General, took 
the chair and opened the proceedings with a few 














rematks, He said he had been asked by Mr. 
Schut to be present on this occason, but 
he had at first feared he would be unable 








on account of pressure of offici 
business. He was glad, however, to find he 
was able to attend. He had not prepared any 
speech, and he thought it most probable that the 
boys did not want one, He might, however, tell 
them of a saying which had been inculcated 
to him by his schoolmaster in his boy-hood, 
“Whatever you do, undersiand all you le: 
as you go along.” Don’t learn like a parrot, 
the first thing was to understand thoroughly 
what they learnt. He was sure thei teachers 
did all they could to carry out this line in theie 
insteuction, but a great deal depended upon the 
boys themselves. He was glad to see them 
looking so well and hoped that they would enjoy 
their holidays. 

The following recitations were then given by 
the Boys, and were warmly applauded, the most 
popular items apparently being the French recie 
tations capitally rendered by two of the smallest 
boystit the schadl, Clark minor and Box, 


to do so, 
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PROGRAMME. 
1.—" The Charge of the Light Brigade” 
C. Watson and J. Drummond, 
ET 


nson and 


O. Bramhall, 

3.—"" Belshazzar” (in German) 
F. Herb, W. Graham, and L. Graham, 
Ml, Walter. 


Graham, A. 
, and F, Herb. 





2.—" A Fancy”. 








Si nd A. Graham, 
7.—* Ma Premidre Aumdne ” (In French) 
D « Clark, 


meron, 






8.—!My Little Hero’ 
Integer vitae” (1 

W. Gr 

10. The children’s hour ”.. 
11." Mon rocher de St. Malo 





am and L. Graham. 
H. Bugbird. 

(Iu French) 
R, Box, 






Schwabenstrciche " 
Captain Miles Stat 
Mr, Schuee, the Principal,isaid he had no report 
to read on this occasion, but was much gratified at 
seeing Mr. Troup present at the breaking up of 
the school, the more so as he feared it wonld bethe 
last time Mc. Troup would be able to preside. He 
had feared for some time they would not have 
been able to have the meeting, owing to the pre- 
valence of colds and measles among the Loys—his 
own two boys were laid up at Kamakura with 
Mrs. Schur, who regretted being unable to be 
present, but she was, he thought rightly, a mother 
first and schoolinistress second. Last year they 
liad had the services of Mi. Low in the school, 
buthe did uot think they would have another 
imaster—-they found ladies better than masters. 
Mis, Salabelle was still with them, he was glad to 
say, and Miss Wilkin had helped them till Miss 
Rae came, He though the tone of the school was 
as good if vot better than ever, There was no 
bullying of the younger boys by the elder ; in fact 
the latter helped the former in their games. A 
great many boys had left the port during the past 
quarter, two of whom they expected back. He 
might mention for the information of parents that 
the holidays were until the 2oth instant—a forte 
night hence. 
Mr. Troup then presented the prizes as follows : 
Form Prizes.—Class 1. a. Dentici majo 
Class I. 8. Thomson, Class II, Ribeito (a Pos 
taguese boy, imperfectly acquaimted with English). 
Class III. Duboi Class IV. Clark 
Marwematics.—Class I. a. Dentici major. 
Class IB. Watsou, Class 1, Gorman major. 
Frencu (Mrs, Salabelle’s prizes).—Class III. 
Schur (made 193 marks to 99 made by the uex.). 
Class IV. Clark minor, 
Examinarion. — Class Ia. Graham on 
Class Is. Watson. Class II, Colton, 
German (and Scripture combined).—Herb. 






































Term’s Worx.—Class IIL Schur, Class Ta 
Giaham minimums and Loom Class IB. 
‘Smith. 

Drawine Prizes.—Dentici (Term) and Herb 
(Exam 





Recitation Paize.—Giaham and Box. 

Mr, Trovr's Prize.—Graham m 

Me, Jas. Walter made a few remarks to the 
boys and proposed a vote of thanks to the Chai 
man, which was ied with acciamati 
proceedings terminated with thee heaity cheers 
by the boys tor Mr. and Mis, Schats, the tea 
chers, and the ladies. 























THE SUICIDE IN YOKOHAMA 
CEMETERY, 
gt 
INQUEST AND VERDICT. 


‘The inquest on the body of Mr. B. J. Calling, 
who was found shot through the head in the Yoko- 
hama Genetal Cemetery on Thinsday, wis held 
on Friday morning at H.B.M. wsulate before 















Mn R E, Furster, pro-Consul, sitting as 
Coronet; and a Jury consisting of Messts, Allan 
Owston, Chales Ellis, and) Vwian Rothwell 
Bowden. 


Dr. Munroe stated that he had examined the 
body and found a large wound of entrance on the 
temple about 1} inches above and abont au inch 
in front of the right ear, There was a good deal 
of effusion of blood into the tissues round the 
wound, ‘There was another wound on the op 
posite side of the head also in the region of the 
temple, and on examining the interior of the skull 
he found the track of a bullet through the brain, 
The bullet produced was found jast projecting 
from the temple bone on the left sdevi the head. 
Death must have-besw puacticall instsgi) yeu 





















“lin any serions financial straits. 
Tl healihy 


.|sent his wife down to the Settle 


There were some signs of meningitis, possibly 
induced by alcoholism, on the sutface of the brain, 
and this might have had something to do with the 
state of the deceased’s d at the time immedi: 
ately preceding death. Otherwise the body was 
healthy, 


Mr, Henty Collins identified the body as that 
of his second son. Witness was going to ti 
206 Bluff when, al the top of the staircase, he was 
told that his son had shot himself at the Cemetery. 
When he atrived there he found the body lying by 
the grave of deceased’s mother, and witness ac- 
companied it to the mortuary. Deceased came up 
from Kobe on Monday oc Tuesday, and was 
going back in aday or two, ‘The previous even- 
ing he was in high spirits, and said he was goi 
back in a couple of days, He was very talkative 
and jolly on Wednesday night, as he usually w 
Witness had once or twice asked him how his 
business was going on. He used to say business 









































“| was not so good as it used to be, but it would soon 


be all right again. He had never spoken of being 
He was always 
d strong; at times he drank rather 
his allowance, and witwess had spoken 
He was 28 years of age. 
Charles Vincent Schmidt, of 206 Bluff, said 
deceased came up from Kobe on Monday. He 
believed he came partly on a holiday visil, and 
partly on business. On Tuesday he did not do 





more tl 
to him on the matter. 











any work ; but walked about during the day, Ow 
Wednesday m witness till about 
8.30, when witness left the house. He did not 


nouce anything peculiar in bis manner} he was 
quite lively and in good spirits, A few minutes 
before g on ‘Thursday moraing deceased came 
in and said he had been for a bicycle side. 
Witness left the house at five minutes past nine, 
and did not see him again alive. Deceased had 
several times spoken to witness with regard to 
his business affairs, He said he was in 
a little difficulty, but that he would tide it 
over in a short me, and start afresh, He 
had lost some money in his transactions, but that 
did not seem to trouble him much. Witness had 
known deceased since he was aboy. Hehad seen 
him on several occasions under the uence of 
liquor 3 but he was not addicted to habitual excess. 

hen witness saw the body it was lying on the 
back by the side of a grave, 
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Maria Francisca Schmidt, sister of the last wit- 
ness, said deceased arrived at Yokohama on 
Monday evening. He was at home all day on 
Tuesday and seemed in his usual spirits. On 
Weduesday he way away on business, andin the 
evening be appeaced very jolly. He weut to 
bed at the usual how, and witness saw him the 
hext morning just before nine o'clock, when be 
returned from his bicycle tide, Afterwards he 

nt to see alter 
his letters, as be was feeling very tied. He then 
asked for apiece of paper and pen, saying he 
would write to his brother in Shanghai, Hi 
actually wiote two letters, one of which he lelt 
with witness for the post, and the other he put 
in his pocket, He then dressed to go out, Witness 
Wied to stop him, but as he wonldn't stop she and 
two little nieces went with him He told 
witness he was going to buy some flowers, but 
when they gotas far as the comer he said he 
had changed his mind, and he would go to 
see a friend instead, He told witness she was 
to retin home alone, but she said she should 
nat do se, as his wile would he very vexed 
He then said she had better go on slowly 
tothe graveyard, and he himself got into a jin 
rikisha and went on, When witness arrived at the 
graveyard le was not ther, but she saw him come 
in shortly afterwards, Witness asked him if he 
had seen his friend, He teplied that be had not 
been to see a friend, but had been to have a 
drink, He added that he was very thirsty, and 
asked witness to go to the momban’s and yet him 
aglass of water. Witness lelt her nieces in his 
charge and went for the water, but on her way to 
the momban’s she heard thereport of atevolver and 

e twa childien screaming to her that Mr. Breddy 
was dead, Witness santo the momban's house 
for help, and then back to the spot, where she saw 
deceased lying stretched by the side of his mother's 
grave. She shoule him and called him by name, 
but found he was quite dead. By this time the 
momban and a crowd of Japanese arrived, and 
Witness, afier sending for ihe doctor, went home 
to report the news to Mes, Collins, T 





































































revolver 
lay between deceased's legs, and on his mothers 
giave was his hat with a note inside it, She had 


tied to stop him leaving the house because Mrs, 
Colins before going out had given ber instructions 
hot to Int deceased leave the house, This was be 











cause she knew Mrs. Collins would be vexed 


his going alone. When he took the jiurikssha 
¥ peared to be in his ordinary spirits. Wh 








.| a hat with the note produced 





he returned he looked a little excited ai 
red in the face. aa, 

By the Jury: The reason he gave for wishing 
to go to tie Cemetery was that he wanted to pay 
the momban's wile for flowers for his mother's 
grave. 


Nagi, the gate keeper.at the Cemetery, said 
about 11 o'clock on Thursday two children came 
tohim to say that a foreigner had shot himself. 
ted the matter to the police. De- 
ally came to the cemetery to see 
his mother’s grave. 

George Kircher, constable usher at H.B.M.’s 
Consulate, said that he went to the graveyard to 
superiutend the removal of the body. He recog- 
wised it as that of Fred Colli On the 
centre of deceased’s mother e witness found 


very 

















The Coroner read the note as follows: 
Yokohama, March 31, 1898, 
To the Coroner, I kill myself on my business 


affai 





Yours respectfully, 

Frep. J. Couuins. 

Witness, continuing, said that by deceased's 

right side he found the revolver with one barrel 
discharged. 

A Juror asked if the children who were present 

at the time of the occurrence could give evidence. 

In answer to a question from the Coroner Mr. 

Collins, senior, stated that the children were aged 

about five and three respectively. He had spoken 

and one of them stated that s! 














ayer, 
y t was: We 
ceased came by his death from the effects of 
revolver bullet fred by his own hand at Yokohar 
Cemetery on March ist, while in a temporary 
state of unsound mind,” 

The Corone: : I thoroughly con 











nthe verdict. 








RUSSIAN GARRISON ON 7HE 
PACIFIC LITTORAL, 


para 

A writer in the China Gasette, discussing the 
subject of Russia’s garsison on the Pacific littoral, 
remarks :—Vladivostock is, of course, more or 
less well-known as being a i 
stal . as well as the head- 
Pacific Squadron ; but i 
the beginning aud end of Russia's armed strength 
located in the neighbourhood of the Pacific 
livtoral, 


‘This part of the Cz 



























's Asiatic Empire is known 
as the Pri-Amar a district, and includes 
the provinces of Primorsk, Trans-Baikal, South 
Ussuris, and the island 0’ Saghalien. Icis borind- 
ed on the north by the Arctic Ocean, on the 
west by the southern and eastern lines of 
the Lkutsk province, on the south by the 
Russo Chinese frontier, and on the east by the 
Pacific Ocean. Now, although Viadivo- 

tant port, aud has been 
strongly enough fortified to bring it up to the 
classification of 4 thirdeclass Russian fortress, the 
tself is not the head-quarters of the military 
‘The latter is located at Khabarovsk, the 
former capital of the province, # small town situat- 
ed 456 feet above the level of the sea al the con- 
nce of the Amur and Ussutitivers. By the 































er of these waterways Khabarovsk is placed 
ne port of Nikal- 


iw divect. communication with 
aovsk, 410 miles away, whic 
feom the mouth of the Aa 








plies up and down the tiver between these two 
points, and continues up the U suite Khabarovsk, 
Khabarovsk, though a very small town accoid- 








and the buildings a 
nor-General aud his staff. The troops. u 
his command are as follows:—The East Siberian 
Rifle Brigade, the East Siberian Infantry, the 
Ussur ‘avalry, the Cossack Cavalry, the East 
Siberian Field Avtillery Brigade, the Cossack 
Horse Artillery, the East Siberian Sapper Co 
pany, and various detachments of Fortress Actil 
lery. The East Siberian Rifle Brigade is in 
teality two brigades, each consisting of five 
battalions, of 21 efficers and 960 tank and 
file. This is the crack Russian comps in 
this part of the wold; the men are all 
Europeans, and a good stamp of receuit is insist. 
edupon. The brigade is clothed in the usual 
Russian sifle uniform, namely, dark green double- 
breasted blouse, with knickerbockers and cloth 
cap of the same colour. It has no facings, but a 
thin crimson piping runs round the collar, These 




































Leeops ares arte; with the 3 (1891) 5 cartridge 
ile,” The East Siberian infanty of 
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the Line, a comparatively new force, consists of ten 
froutier battalions, each battalion being composed 
of 18 officers and 1,000 sank and file, ‘Their 
uniform is of the usual shade of dark-green 
red facings and light blue shoulder straps, while 
the head-dress is a large black sheepskin cap. 
These troops, like the others we are about to 
merate, are still armed with the old Berdan 











The Cossack Infantry includes only two and a 
half battalions, the whole battalions each vumber~ 
ing 28 officers and 800 mer the half-battalion 12 
officers and 483 rank and file, ‘The uniform woin 
by this force is dark green, with yellow piping and 
shouldet-straps, while the headdress is a black 
sheepskin bushy, 10 inches high, with a yellow top. 
The Ussurian, or Pacific Littoral, Cavatry is a 
kind of gendarmerie forming two squadrons of five 
officers and 150 men apiece, though there are ouly 
131 horses to each squadron. ‘The two regiments 
of Regular Cossack Cavalry are constituted as 
follows: first re nt, 6 squardrons, total strength, 
41 officers, 981 privates; second regiment, 4 
squadrons, total strengili, 34 officers 620 privates. 
Each Cossack Cavalry tegiment cauies a regi- 
mental guidon, and there are burgee-shaped 
squadron guidons as well of the following 
colours: Ist squadion, scarlet; and squadron, 
blue; 31d squadion white; gih squadron; dark- 
green; sth squadron, yellow; 6th squadron, cinna- 
mon brown, The East Siberian Bield Artillery- 
de is composed of six four-gun batter 
ies, armed with the 3 42-in. lingth steel field 
gun of the French de Bauge pattern, which since 
1892 has ‘taken the place of the discarded steel 
Krupp. To each of the second and third field 
batteries is attached half a mountain battery, The 
detailed strength of the artillery units will be found 
in the table given below. There are addit 
two Cossack Horse Autillery batteries of four guns 
each, each battery consisting of six officers, 233 
combatants, and 120 horses, The uniform of the 
artillery arm is a dark-green tunic, grey-blue 
breeches, and scatlet girdles and shoulder-straps. 

The strength of the fortress artillery detach- 
ments in Eastern Siberian is difficult to ascertain, 
Provision is made for three companies, two of 



































340 officers and men each stationed at Viadivoe| j 


stock, one of 104 at Nikolaevsk. 


It is extremely 
probable, however, 


h the completion of the 
new forts at Viadivostock this force has been 
largely augmented. ‘The East Siberian Supper 
Company consists of six officers, 238 men, includ- 
ing the heliographists and field telegraph detach- 
ment; but the Cossack Cavalry regiments, it 
should be added, are also supplied with material for 
coustiucting field telegraphs and telegraphones. 
Therefore, without taking into consideration the 
departmental, medical, and transports corps, the 
Russian garrison on the Pacific littoral, before the 



































recent reinforcements were made, were as 
follows:— 
Infantry. Officers. Men, 
East Siberian Rifle 
Brigade wt0 Battalions 210 9.000 
Cossack Lofantry of 
the Line 0 * 180 10,000 
East Sibe ‘os 
ssack Light Ine 
fantty.. Py ” 68 2,083 
Cavaliy. 
Ussurian ae Squadions 10-300 
Cossack Cavalr ‘i 75 1,601 
Antilles 
East Siberian Field 
Brigade Batieries (4) 30 1,207 
Mountain ‘Autillery : os 8 234 
Horse Artillery... 12 266 
Fortress Artillery, 784 
283, 
26,403 





take into consider 
very wide area, unprovided either with tailways 
or good roads, The strength of its reserve, that 
is, lime-expited men who have settled in this part 
of the Czar’s dominions, is problematical. [1 is 
said, however, that 8,000 infantry, 2,000 cavalry, 
and some 400 artillery old soldiers would be forth 
coming in cae of emergency. ‘The figures abave 
given have been more than trebled of late by con- 
“stant arcivals from Odessa. 
According to the very latest 








formation which 


has reached us, two West Siberian Line Batta- 








Frontier Battalion, aigmeniad’ hy: 36 
es from European Russia. has been con 
nto the Viadivostock Fortress. Infanicy 


military district has been reinforced by the expan- 
sion of the exisiting half mouutain batteries into 
complete batteries on war strength, Of technical 
troops, a special Fortress Sapper Company, in 
cluding a torpedo detachment, has been formed 
for Viadivostock, 











ENGLAND'S WAR PREPARATIONS. 
od 

“PEACE Wi1B HONOUR, OR WAR WITH 

vicrory.” 
London, March 10. 

‘he First Lord of the Admiralty, Mr. Goschen, 
in presenting the naval estimates to the House of 
Commons to-day, pointed out that, with the 
outlay in naval works, the expenditure amounted 
to the colossal sum of £25,550,000 ($127,750,000), 
which, he explained, was even considered inad- 
equate in some quarters, Continuing, Mr. Gos: 
chen explaned that the navy was in a transitional 
state, to which many of the admitted deficiencies 
were due. Moreover, he added, the Government 
was introducing a series of improvements. The 
Jubilee display had been great, but the navy 
had not reached the ideal standard, He dilated 
upon the quiet and unostentatious increase of the 
British fleet in Chinese waters by four vessels 
from other foreign stations as being an instance 
of the naval preparations and assured the 
House that in the distribution of cruisers, for 
instance, the Admiralty had considered careful. 
ly the protection of every trade and every 
food-supply route, and he tusted that ‘if times 
darkened,” the Admiralty would have the 
confidence of the House and the Admiralty 
would be found doing its duty. He denied that 
the navy was undermanned, declaring that every 
vessel which took partin the Jubilee review was 

as fully manned as it would be in war time. 
Mr. Goschen deplored the recent industrial strug 
gles, and appealed for an inciease of pay for the 
British seamen of the merchant marine, saying that 
if, from false economy or impossible conditions on 
either side, British sailors and ships were ousted 
by foreigners, then "God help us.” He concluded: 
“If peace shall again reign in our centres of 

















industry, and if the nation that calls herself 
istress of the sea reasserts herself by an in 
ase of merchant seamen, then the nation 
may look forward in confidence that if there 
be peace it will be peace with honor; but if war, 
which God forbid, it must be war crowned with 

















victory.” (Prolonged cheers.) 
Mi: Will cal) advocated greater 
efforts, 






Rear-Admiral 
seivative), seconding the amendment, uiged a 
laiger reserve of men and suggested that Great 
Britain should buy all the vessels now building in 


Lord Charles Beresford (Con. 





England for other countries. 
‘The House rejected Mr, Allen's amendment. 
Many members urged an inctease inthe Naval 

Reserve. 

Sit Chatles Dilke (Radical) said : 





“ Every one 





must feel that the circumstances are such 
that we might find ourselves in war with an 
European Power, and that there is some tisk that 


two other European Powers might be disposed to 
seize the opportunity to make demands we would 
be indisposed to comply with, Nevertheless, the 
present estimates are the estimates of procrastinas 
yand delay, ‘The condition of our navy, com: 
pared with those of other nations, is worse than it 
was two yeats ago. 

Mr. Goschen, in a general defence of the esti= 
mates, said he thought it would be better in a 
time of crisis to complete and organize available 
vessels and resources than to devote their energies 
to building vessels that would not be ready for 
three years. If there had been two or three first= 
class battleships for sale in England, he would 
probably have asked for money to purchase them, 
hut there was none such for sale. 

‘The discussion was then dropped. 


OUR INDIAN FRONTIER. 




















ARE WE SaFe Feom Russia? 
Landon, March 7th, 

The House of Lords was unusually crowded 
today when Lord Roberts, commander of the 
forces in Ireland, made his expected speech in 
favour of a forward policy on the Indian frontier, 
putting forward the Russian peril and declaring 
(hat the policy of nonsinterterence with the frontier 
tribes had been a complete failuwe. The speaker 
advocated the advance of British rule across the 
mountains, and traced the advance ot Russia, 
that if she once crossed the Hindoo: Koosh 




















Regiment, which now consists of 5} oe each 
of 4 companies. jThe a ile ; O08 





ay 
fetsen upon India was only a matter of tim 








The Earl of Onslow, Under Secretary for India, 
‘eplied, pointing out the enormous cost of Lord 
Roberts" policy, which, he said, would impede the 
internal progress of I Heth 
Russian spectre hardly justified i 
destiny of the Uibes was civilization, 
moment was inopportune to hasten it. 

‘The Marquis of Lansdow: 
for War, said the Government's policy wasto keep 
the main pass open and to establish control over 
the tribes with a minimum interference in their 
domestic affairs. 

After further discussion, the House of Lords 
adjouned. 

THR BOMBAY PLAGUE RIOTS. 
Bombay, March oth, 

Setious plague tiots have occurred in the uative 
quaiter, and the outhieak is regarded as the 
most alarming that has occurred in India iv many 
eais. 
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trouble arose through a plague party in 
quiring into the cause of the sickness of a 
Mohammedan woman, Au enormous crowd of 
caste men. gathered and stoned and mobbed the 
arty, which retired for an escort of armed police 
and then returned and demanded the surrender 
of the patient, which was refused. A Parsee 
magistrate, who exhorted the populace not to re- 
sist the police, was himself struck, whereupon he 
ordered the police to charge, They did so, aud 
four Mohamnmedans were killed and several were 
wounded. 

The disturbance spread with alarming rapidi 
The Mohanmedans, who were joined by the Hi 
doos, assaulted every European or Eurasian they 
met, and a hysterical mob attacked European 
dwellings in the su 
dents barricaded themselves in th 
fired blank cartridges from their windows, which 
drove the tioters off- 

‘Two members of the Shropshire regiment 
were killed walking unarmed. The mob battered 

their skulls. Many European officers and 
many pdlicemen were severely handled and seri- 
ously injured. In several instances Europeans who 
were traversing the native section of the town 
alone were beaten or atabbed, 

The mob attacked the Jamestjee Hospital 
and badly wounded Mr. Gillespie, the house 
surgeon, but was repulsed by rifle volleys, and 
several of the rioters were killed. 

The total deaths resulting from the + 
two suldiers of the Shropshice Regiment killed, 
a municipal inspector, who accidentally shot hi 
self, four European and four native policemen, 
with seventeen civilians injured; nine rioters killed 
and twenty-two injured, hundred and nine 
arrests were made. 


























































LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 





(Brow rue * Jaran Tins’) 


BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY. 
SEPARATIST MOTION BY SIR CHARLES 
DILKE: OFFICIAL REFUSAL. 

London, April 1. 

Sir Charles Dilke has given notice of 
motion in the House of Commons that 
the direction of foreign affairs during the 
past year had shown that it was desirable 
to separate the offices of Premier and 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs. Mr. Bal- 
four declined to give a day for the discus- 
sion of the question, but would give a day 
for a direct vote of censure, if Sir William 
Harcourt was desirous of moving to that 
effect. 

RETURN OF SIR FRANK 
SWETTENHAM. 

Sir Frank Swettenham, Resident Gene- 
ral of the Malay Federated States, has 
left London on his return to his official 
post in Malaya. 

UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 
AMERICAN DEMAND STILL UNDER 
CONSIDERATION. 

Spain is earnestly considering President 

McKinley’s demands. 

UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 
REPORTED AGREEMENT. 
CONTINUED UNEASINESS IN AMERICA. 

London, April 2. 
rarittares announced from 
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Madrid that an agreement has been es- 
tablished between Spain and America, 
covering the questions of the Maine and 
the Reconcentrados and also as a means 
to securing durable peace in Cuba. — 

The American papers are sceptical as 
to the agreement, and state that the 
Spanish reply is evasive and inconclusive, 
and that war is inevitable unless it is 
amended. 


RUSSIA AT PORT ARTHUR AND 
TALIENWAN. 
STATEMENT IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
In the House of Commons, Mr. Cur- 
zon, Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
stated in reply to questions that M. 
Muravieff, Russian Foreign Minister, on 
the 16th March assured Britain that Port 
Arthur and Talienwan would be open for 
foreign trade like other Chinese ports, and 
that the assurance had not since been 
withdrawn. 
BRITAIN’S REVENUE. 
BIG INCREASE. 
The revenue for the year shows a net 
increase of £2,664,119. 

THE FAR EASTERN SITUATION, 
BRITISH DEMANDS BEING BACKED BY 
THE FLEET. 

London, April 4. 
Sir Claude Macdonald, British Minister 
at Pekin, is holding an important con- 
ference with the T’sungli-Yamen, and 
demanding concessions to redress the 
balance of power upset by the concessions 
to Russia. The British fleet is gradually 
converging on to the Gulf of Pechili. 
ZOLA’S SENTENCE QUASHED, 


The sentence on Emile Zola has been 
quashed. 

THE P. AND O. STEAMER “ CHINA.” 

The prospects of floating the steamer 
China are improved. 

DEATH OF “THE CLAIMANT.” 

Arthur Orton, the Tichborne Claimant, 
is dead. 

UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 
CRITICAL SITUATION. 
EUROPEAN PRESSURE ON SPAIN. 
THE POPE INTERVENES. 

The Spanish-American situation has 
assumed a most critical stage. President 
McKinley is to send a message to Con- 
gress on Tuesday. Some of the European 
Powers are strongly urging Spain to grant 
an armistice in Cuba with the view of 
permanent peace. The Pope is also inter- 
vening through the Nuncio at Madrid, and 
the bishops in the United States. 

UNITED STATES AND SPAIN, 

BOTH SIDES APPREHENSIVE, 
INCESSANT PREPARATIONS. 
SPAIN’S ARMY READY FOR MOBILISATION. 

London, Aptil 5. 

Both Spanish and American statesmen 
express the gravest fears about the situa- 
tion. Work in the two armies and navies 
is continuing day and night. The 
Spanish army is ready for mobilisation at 
any moment. 

TWENTY THOUSAND RUSSIANS 
FOR THE FAR EAST. 
PASSAGE OF THE DARDANELLES. 

The Russian Ambassador at Constanti- 
nople has informed the Sultan that 20,000 
recruits for the Far East would shortly 
traverse the Dardanelles in vessels of the 
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WEI-HAI-WEI LEASED TO ENG- 
LAND. 


CHINA BELIEVES JAPAN APPROVES. 

THREE PORTS OPENED TO TRADE. 

China has conceded the British demand 
for the lease of Wei-hai-wei on its evacu- 
ation by the Japanese. It is believed 
that Japan regards the idea favourably. 
The Chinese Government has announced 
the opening to foreign trade of the three 
ports of Fuuing, Yochan ann Chinwang. 





(Received by the #4. 
ENGLAND AND THE BALANCE OF POWER 
IN THE FAR BAST. 
HER DEMANDS ON CHINA. 
Peking, March 31. 
Sir Claude Macdonald, British’ Minister, 
has formally intimated to China that in 
the event of the evacuation of Weihaiwei 
by Japan on the receipt of the remaining 
instalments of the War Indemnity, Eng- 
land is desirous of obtaining the lease of 
that place. 
THE TSUNGLI-YAMEN IN COUNCIL. 
Peking, April 1. 
In regard to the English demand for 
Weihaiwei, the Ministers of the Tsungli- 
yamen held a council to-day in the presence 
of the Emperor. 
ENTRY OF BRITISH WAR VESSELS INTO 
PORT ARTHUR. 
A VIGOROUS DECLARATION. 
Pekin, April 1. 








Volunteer Fleet. 


Google 


England has caused her warships to 
enter jPort Arthur, and at the same time 
has informed the Chinese Government 
that if China declines to lease Wei-hai- 
wei to England, the latter will occupy 
Port Arthur, without regard to the question 
whether or not the place has already been 
leased to Russia. 

BRITISH NAVAL MOVEMENT. 

England will assemble her fleet at Che- 
foo on the sth inst. The Squadron will 
probably consist of 29 warships. 

THE LEASE OF WEI-HAI-WEI, 

The proposed term for the lease of 
Wei-hai-wei 1s 25 years. 

ENGLAND AND WEI-HAI-WEl. 
Peking, April 4. 

The British demand for the lease of 
Wei-hai-wei alter the Japanese garrison 
shall have evacuated has been acquiesced 
in by China. The agreement will be 
signed shortly. 

BRITISH NAVAL DEMONSTRATION. 

In spite of her demands having been 
acquiesced in England is about to put 
into effect a naval demonstration, The 
flest has been massed in Chefoo, all the 
ships being in fighting trim, 

CHINA STEALS A MARCH ON DEPREDAT- 
ING POWERS. 
The Chinese Government has informed 








its Treaty Powers that Sanwoatas(?) situat- 
ed in the vicinity of Shannaikwan, Pechili ; 
Shantao in Fuchien; and Yaochow in 
Hunan will be opened for foreign com- 
merce, 
THE SLICING GAME. 
FRENCH DECLARATION. 
Peking, April 2. 

The French Minister Resident at Pe- 
king has formally announced that in the 
event of the British claim for the lease of 
Wei-hai-wei being accepted by the Chinese 
Government, France would necessarily 
occupy some other ports in order to pre- 

tve the balance of power. 
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MORE DEMANDS BY GERMANY. 
Pekin, April 5. 
Germany has demanded of the Chinese 
Government an enlargement of the limits 
of the leased land at Kiaochow. 


(Baom Jarawass Pavers) 
BRITISH NAVAL MOVEMENTS. 
Nagasaki, April 2. 
It is now reported that over 20 British war- 
ships are assembled at Chefoo. Rumour hes 
it that 13 British war-vessels have been ordered 
to the Far East from home, 
JAPANESE KILLED IN KOREA. 
Séul, April 2. 
It is rumoured thata Ja je was murdered 
at Saishu by a mob and that two others were 
made prisoners, 








Soul, April 3. 
A report has reached here that several Japan- 
ese fishermen were killed near Mokpho. 
STEAMER LOST. 
Ujima, April 2. 
The steamer Hofo Maru foundered off Ta- 
kehara this morning. 


THE MURDER OF JAPANESE IN 
KOREA. 

Soul, Apiil 2. 

A report having reached here that a Ja 

was killed and four others were made prisoners 

by a mob at Shaisbu island, the Japanese war- 

ship Aaya has left‘ Chemulpo for the scene of 
the disturbance. 


DESTITUTION AT MATSUYE. 
Matsuye, April 4. 
Owing to the great rise in the price of rice 
the poor people here are almost starving, The 
capitalists and the Matsuye Bank have taken 
steps to extend the necessary help to them, 


THE RAILWAY EMPLOYES' STRIKE. 
Teushima, Owari, April 3. 
Last night a severe fight took place among 
the railway workmen and (wo of them were badly 
wounded, Twenty of the culprits were taken 
into custody and locked up in the. Tsushima 
Police Station. 
MORE RUSSIAN TROOPS. 
Nagasaki, April 4. 
The Russian Volunteer fleet steamer Pefers- 
burg, conveyitig 1,551 soldiers, urrived to-day 
from Oddessa en roufe to Viadivosiock, 


GREAT BRITAIN TO HAVE WEI HAL 
WEIL. 





Peking, April 4. 
Arrangemenis have been made between 
China and Great Britain for the lease of Wei- 
hai-wei to England. 





Though the concession of Wei-hui-wei has 
been granted by China the British squadron, 
nambering 29 in all, will assemble at Chefoo 1o- 
morrow prepared for any emergency. 

MASSACRE IN FORMOSA 
Taipeh, April 4. 

On the 31st ult. 15 Formosan Chinese were 
killed at Shintenkai by aborigines, Two cases 
of plague have been reported here. 


RAILWAY EXTENSION. 
Osaka, April 4. 
The new section between Fukushima und 
Tempozan on the Nishinari Railway was for- 
mally opened to-day. Another section between 
Fukushima and Umeda is to be opened shortiy, 
THE JAPANESE SQUADRON. 
Yokosuka, April 6 
The standing squadron now assembling here 
is to leave at the end of this month for the West, 
THE RUSSIAN MINISTER TO KOREA, 
Soul, April 5. 
Mr. Matunine, the new Russian Minister to 
Korea, arrived in the capital last evening. 
TELEGRAMS FROM VLADIVOSTOCK. 
Nagasaki, April 6 
At the Viadivostock Telegraph Offices the 


despatch of messages in the Japanese language 
is suidjto/hayeybeen prohibited, 
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FISHERMEN DROWNED. 
Tokushima, April 8 
Thirty-seven fishermen in this Prefecture 
who were out in «severe gale on the 21st ult, 
have not since been seen or heard of, and they 
are believed to have been drowned, 
SENTENCE ON A DYNAMITARD. 
Tomezawa, April 8. 
The dynamite murderer Asao Kichibei has 
been sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment, 
RUSSIAN TROOPS FOR PORT ARTHUR. 
Nagasaki, April 8. 
The Russian Volunteer steamer Salata will 
leave Viadivostock for Port Arthur on the to:h 
with 1,000 soldiers, 
THE FRACAS ON THE “ PATHAN.” 
Kobe, April 7. 
The case instituted in the British Consular 
Court against several members of the crew of 
the steamer Pathan was concluded to-day, 
when all the prisoners were discharged. 
GERMANS FOR KIAO-CHOU. 
Nagasaki, April 8. 
It is reported that over 200 German emi- 
nts have arrived at Kiao-chou, 











1HE SOLAR ECLIPSE IN INDIA, 
aa Sees B 

The St, Fames's Budget gives the following 
interesting account of the solareclipse as it was 
observed in In 

The party, consisting of Sic Norman Lockyer, 
K.C.B., F.R.S,, Mr. Fowler, F.R.A'S, Dr. W. J 
S. Lockyer, M.A., and the Marquess of Grabs 
embarked on board H.M.S, Melpomene at C 
bo for Viziadsoog g the passape Sir Now 

called for volunteers to assist m the forth 
ing operations, with the result that all the 
officers and about 120 men put themselves at his 
disposal for various services. Lectures were given 
by the aid of the magic-lanter, the ship's com- 

terest in the subject, 

The Melpomene arived at her destination on 
January 7, aad anchored off the old fort of Viziae 
dioog. A suitable site was soon selected in the 
fort for the erection of the numerous instruments, 
and, all hands setting to with a will, ever yth 
was ready for rehearsal by the 13th, and fi 

cat iy 
ty were enclosed in small 
constructed of matting, wood, and other material; 
these huts were given lu ous names, such as 
“Crystal Palace,” Central Hotel,” impire 
Palace,” &c., by the bluejackets, The legends, 
“HLM.S. Melpomene, 1898,” and “ Eclipse, 
1898,” were also painted in latge letters on the 
walls of the fort in proximity to the eclipse camp. 
On account of the abundance of snakes at Vizia- 
droog, every ove landing was obliged to wear 
waite 

The eventful day, the 22nd, was an exteemely 
fine one. daylight nota clond appeared in 
the sky, and this state of things continued right 
upto and after the end of the phenomena. At 
the eclipse began, the landscape, how. 
appreciably till about five 
minutes after, when it began to darken gradually ; 
and within five miautes of totality it appeared as 
on avery bright moonlight night, and 4 
so ap to the instant of the c 
totality, ‘Then, indeed, the scene was glorious. 
The moon appeated a black disc over the s 
body, and in places ames appeared to shoat out, 
andthe brightness of the corona was most dazz- 
ling. Polar tiffs appeared at an angle of about 23 
degrees with the perpendicular, and flaming red 
protuberances projected from the moon in vario 
places. Four great streamers on either side ¢ 
tended millions of miles from the suu’s positio 
The heavens daikened to a very deep biue, 
stars shone out in many places. By the horizon 
aud over the land the sky assumed light-pink 
and yellow tints, and neutral in the. north 
westward: The sea changed a_ bright 
greenish-blue to a rich dark blue, except i 
calm patches and close to the shore, wher 
a very light shade of blue. ‘The land, with the 
exception of some distant hills which were of a 
neutral tint, assumed a dense black aspect. 

The effect on the seagulls was noteworthy. 
‘These birds, which had been sitting quietly on 
the water, rose at the commencement of totality, 
and flew off towards the southward, without 
uttering any sounds, returning, however, in a few 
seconds while totality was still on, and again 


settling on the water, There COC ill 
Digitized 



























































































about forty-five minutes after the end of totality, 
when they became very lively and commenced 
their fishing operations, Some livestock on board 
the Melpomene, consisting of # puppy, a monkey, 
a goat, and some poultry, did not take a 
apparent notice of the phe: on. At the 
of totality, darkness appeared to be suddenly 
removed from the earth, and the landscape 
Rradually assumed its proper colours, [twas 
teresting to watch the proceedings uf the natives. 
Ut appears that they hold different ideas on the 
causes of eclipses, some imagining that evil sp 
called * Raxas” wrestle with the sun av on; 
others that a demon or dragon swallows the su 



























To prevent these catastrophes, they fast for 
hours before the phenomenon takes place, aud 
during totality it was observed that many of 





them bathed in the sea and howled for about thee 
minutes to f 
save the su s fate. 

0 the instruments brought out fro 
Sir Norman Lockyer was Lord 
matog: ap! frument which has never 
before been used on similar occasio is, and with 
which the owner obtained very interesting results, 
Lieutenant Blackett, who volunteered (o observe 

je stars, saw a heavenly body appear between 
and Mars, which has not before been re 
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MAIL STEAMERS. 



































eins ie SS 
THE NEXT NAIL IS DUE 
Steamer. Date, 
Em, of India Su, Apr. re 
Gaehe t Sus Apr. 10 
America. China MM. apear 
Hongkong Rosetta 2 Me Agron 
Europe Hohenzollern 3M. Apres 
Hongtong Em. of China Th. Ape ng 
City of Peking -M Apr. a8 
 Belgic 4 Tu, Ape 19 
Indus W. Apr. a0 
= Left Honukong on the 4th i 
3 Left Honykong on the 7th in: 
4 Left San Eranciseo on the and inst 
THE NEXI! MAIL LEAVES 
tor Laine, Steamer, Date, 
Hongkong cP, Kem, of India Aproax 
Hongkong P.M, Co. a Tu. Apr.ra 
America 0.& 0.40, Gaelic Tu. Apt, ra 
Europe, via S'hai. M.M.Co. — Salazie We Apts 13 
Shanghai NY.K. ‘Satsuma Maru 
Mongkong NLD, Hobenzollert 
Canada, Be C.PLR.Co, Em of Chin 
Honxkong P.% 0. Co, Rovetta as Apress 
Hongkong O&O, Co. Belgic W. Apr. 20 
America P.M.Co, City of Peking = W. Apr. a0 








LATEST SHIPPING. 
ete gS 
ARRIVALS. 
Menelaus, British steamer, 2,771, W. Towel, and 
Aptil,—Liverpool_via ports, Kobe, 1st Api 
General.— Butterfield & Swite, 
Finsen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,433. K. Naka- 
jima, 2nd April,—Kobe, 1st Apul, General — 
Kaisha. 
ish steamer, 1,662, A. Dixon, 3d 
i!,—Tacoma, Wash, via Victoria B.C., 13th 
Mar., Mails & Genesal,—Dodwell Ca Cc 
Baron Douglas, British stea 
3rd April,—Rangoon, 101 
Samuel & Co. 
Shinagawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,001 K. 
Yamanouchi, 31d Apuil,—Yokkaichi, 2ud Apiil, 
General,—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 
Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 881, 1. Walter, 
eneral.—Nippou 




















Thai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,907, T. Sakai, 4th 
April,—Kobe, 31d April, General.—Nippon Yur 
sen Kaisha. 

Otarut Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,507, Tibballs, 
sth April—Otaru via ports, goth March, Geue- 
tal, -Nippon Yusen Kaisha: 

Vechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Yai, 
sit April— Yokkaichi, 3rd April, Generul — 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sakura Muru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, N. Ume- 

no, 5th April,—Oraru, 2nd April General, 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Ternick, sih 

April, =Moji, 3¢d April, General —Mitsu Bishi 
0. 














Saint Mary, British steamer, 1,939, R. Pevvie, 6th 





ees 








April,—Antwerp via Suez Canal, 22nd Feb., 
leo & Co, 





| ports -—M 









Soya Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,069 N. Tate, 
Oth April—Otaru, 31d April, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, 





Hounslow, Baiti 1,799, Le T. 
6th April,—Pensacola ez Ci 
4th April, Cotton aud Pig  Iton.—Dodwell, 


Cartitl & Co, 

Salazie, Fiench steames, 2,089, Paul, 6c April, — 
Marseilles via ports, Kobe, 5th April, Mails and 
General.—M. M.S.S, Co. s 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 
Jones, 7th April.—Sydney and M 
ports, Kobe, 6th April, Mails and General. — 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Andalusia, German steamer, 3,499, Schr diter, 8th 
Apuil,—Hamburg via ports, Kobe, 7th April, 
General.—C. Illies & Co. 

Asagao Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,525, M. 
Hamada, 81h Ajpril,—Otacu via ports, 36d Apres 
General.--Nippon VYusen Kaisha, 

Tamba Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,800, H. Barnes, 
8th April,— Yokosuka, 8th April, Ballast. —Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaistia, 














DEPARTURES. 


City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 
Wm. Ward, 2nd Apul—San Francisco. v1 
Honolulu, Mails and Geveval—P, M. S.S. 

Yamaguchi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,910, 
H. Going, 2nd April,—Seattle, Washington, 
Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,662, A. Dixon, 4th 
April,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and General, 
—Dodwell, Carlili & Co. 

Finsen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,433, K. Naka- 

» 4th April,—Otaru via ports, Gederal.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Shinagawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,001 K. 
Yamanouchi, 4th Apul,—Yokkaichi, General 
Nippon Vusen Kaisha, 

Rohilla, British steamer, 2,216, L. B. Lackyer 
Apii—Hongkong via Kobe and Nagasaki, 
Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Pathan, British steamer, 1,763, Day, 5th April, — 
Kobe, General.—Dotwell Cartill’ & Co. 

Miike Maru, |apauese steamer, 2,053, S. Kawa 
mura, 5th April, —Bombay via puts, General, 

pon Vusen Kaisha, 

Fechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Yagi, 
bth April,—Yokkaichi, General—Nippon Yur 

Kaista, 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 881, H. Walter, 
6th April,—Kobe, Mails and General.—Nippon 
Yusew sha, 

Fokn R. Kelley, American ship, 2,255, O. E. 
Chapman, 6th Aoril,—New York via Kobe, 
General. — Evers & Co. A 

Benvorlich, British steamer, 2,164, Thomson, 7th 


























































April, —Kobe, General —Coines & Co. 
Amara, British 1, 1569, P. H. Rolfe, 7th 
April —Me Ballast.—Jardine, Matheson. & 


0, 
Alton, British steamer, 2,169, Nicholsen, 71h 
‘Tacoma, Washington, Ballast.—Dodwell Carlill 





Yusen Kaisha. 

Sekura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, N, Ume= 
zono, 7th April, Kobe, General.—Nippon Yur 
sen Kaisha, 

Wally, German steamer, 3,038, S. Behrens, 7th 
April,—Havre and Hamburg via poris, 8th 
Aptil, General.—Simon Evers & Co 

er, 3,350, J. Barwise, Sth 
April—London via ports, Geneval.—Butter field 
& Swire. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Ternick, 8th 
Aprils Nagasaki, Ballasts—2Mvon Bishi Co, 
Soya Maru, Japanese st » N. Tate, 

pon Yusen 





















er, Te 

8th April—Kobe, General,—Nip; 
Kaisha. 

Otaru Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,507, Tibballs, 





8h Aptil,—Kobe, General—-Nippou Vue 
Kaisha. 2 
PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per British steamer Zacoma, from Tacoma via 
Victoria :—Mr. Breadstreet, 
age. For Shanghai:—Mr, and Me 
child, and Mrs, Macbet 








Beals and 
For Ho 








keong :— Miss Landis, and Mi 
Miller, in cabin; 18 steerage. For Kobe:—2 
steerage, 

Pes hy steamer Salasie, from Marseilles via 





sand Mme. Mertens, Mr. Deboulet, 
Mr, Bindey, Mi. G. Geral, Mr. and Mme. Kay, 
Mme. Clement Smith, Mr. Mendith, Mu, 
Freésclig),(Mi. dia /Mrs, Calbot, Mt. Nakayama, 
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Mr, and Mme. James, Mme. Comte, Mr. and 
















































Monmouthshire London 
Phila, 


Leaves Kobe Apr 
Left Ke 



































Mme. Rienaker, Miss Lee, Miss Watkinson, Mr. | Nyanza ; 
Paul Palas, Mme, Smith, infant and amal, Mr. | Oolong Liverpool Lett H'kong | Mas. 24 
Smith, Mi. and Mme. Menbert, Mr. Golife, Mr. | Queen Margaret New York Passed Canal fee 25 | 
Bertel, Mine. Lyons, Me. Griffith, and Mr, Wata-| Queen Olga New York Passed Canal Heb. 25 
abe, in cabin. ectan Batoum — Telt Mar. 10 
S DEPARTED, Pyrthos Liverpool Passed Canal Mar. 24 
Per Ametican steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, | BURLY, ee Pasaed Mates 4 
for San Francisco via Honolulu :—Miss Elsie Siam Lenin Deeg Canal M 
‘Adsir, blr. [nenas Archies, Soegeou Majer $. LGA 9. Moe Wuk> Beased Canal: Mare i 
Burke, Mr. J. R. Crosser, Mr. and Mis, O. Fock, |S" Ninian New York Passed Canal Mar, 
Mr. M, Fleischer, Dravid Mis. C. He Bite) ay [Sanulsi Maru S’hamptow Passed Canal Mar. 
two children Mes, JF Goma a ace, Mrs S:[Telamon Liverpool Passed Ganal_ Beb, 
Stacie Soo es en Stee Ch | Leucet Liverpool AUS'poe Ma 
Mouchets Mes and. Mis. F.C. Neiiz and fou | Tee, Mneiierks «Beery cote mee 
childven, Mis. M. M. Ore, Miss Orr, Rev. J. He] Oss Donte Leaving Maca 
Petiee, Mrs. J. Le Pation and two children Ms | Wennington Hall London Passed Canal Mar. 15 
Neely See Ridgray, QM hee [Yanan Maite Prned Cal Ms 7 
and two children, Rev. and Mrs, B.A. Waples UwbiaiSates 
sd ame candid De. and Mes. St. Ds G-) gy onder Gibson New York July 27 Y*hama 
Per British steamer Rohilla for Hongkong via Pea Mailers. aise Sheng 
:—Mr, Charles Freeman, Mr. J. W. She | Ok 0" Phila Taw6 N’saki 
pherd, Mis. F. W. Hammond, Me. Noor Ma-| (oes Bilas dace Nak 
Nomed Hassan and servant, Mr, J. Clement | Garage Files Barak 
Fisher, Mr, Edward A, Brown, Mr. and Mis. H. ea ee og eetOsS. pas 
he ea SA eae Daeg | Gartmore Middlesbro’ Dec. 10 ¥'hama 
amiveseva Rs, W.T, Magia As WG: [Gavmntk —Antaerp Jon 6 Yama 
F. Coghill Jackson, Ms, Herns Heim, Mr. Seijiro ater nice em Send. Kobe , 
Iwaig, Mi. Kerzo Sano, Mz. Ly Pon Kook, Mis.) a Rint SISTA ae ale 





Ab Sam, Mr. and Mis. AL R. Collier, 

and 2 amahs, and Mr, George Russell, in cabin; 

8 Chinese, and 2 children, in steerage. 
RXPECTED. 

Per German steamer Pring Heinrich by Hohew- 
sollern, from Hongkong i—Atchdeacon and Mes, 
Haris, Acchdeacon and Mis, Watien, and Mu 
James Dodds, in cabin. 

















REPORT. 
The British steamer Tacoma, Capt. A. Dixon, 
reports :—Left Victoria, 13th March crossed 180. 








the 2tst March, experienced rough 
weather and head winds through ont the voyage 
and reached Yokoliama on the 31d April. 











CARGOES 
he following weve the Silke Shippers per P.M 
steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, which sailed for 
San Francisco on the 2nd April:— 
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he Doshi 
‘The Mitsui Buss. 


Total serene 
‘The following were the 


K. 


358 
ppers per N.Y. 
steamer Vamaguchi Maru, which sailed for 
Seattle, Wash., on the 20d April -— 











Bales. 
Vivanti Bros 30 
Per British steamer Rohilla, lor Hongkong via 


ports:-—Raw Sille for Europe, to bales; Waste 
Silk for Europe, 32 bales. 



















STEAMERS. 

NAME. Rom RRFORTHD. 
Adria Hamburg Passed Canal Mar. 18 
Afvidi London” Passed Canal Mar. 15 
Autenor Liverpool Passed Caval Mar. 1 
Bell Hamburg Passed Canal Mar, 22 
Benlawers London Passed Canal Mar. 29 
Bengloe London Lelt H' kong 3 
Candia Tendon Passed Canal 1 

Londen Passed Canal 18 
New Youle Left 16 





k 
k 


Leaves Kobe 
Left 

Passed Ca 
Passed Ca 
Passed Canal 
Passed Canal 
Passed Canal 





er New Yi 
Fallodon Hall New Y 
Kliutshire d 

Formosa 


yal 








London 
London 


Hakata Maiu S’hampton Left 


Glenogle 
Glenunret 


Indus Marseilles Left S'pore 
Isis Antwerp Passed Canal 
Kanagawa Maru Sthampton At Kobe 
Kawachi Mara Sthampton Left S'pore 






Kintuck Liverpool Lett S'pore 
Kirkdale Antwerp At S'pore 
Latona Antwerp At Kobe 
Macduff Li Passed Canal 
Manila L on Left N'saki 





sdon Passed Ca 
Digitized by 


Merionethshire L 





Manuel Llaguno 

Pactolus 

Rockhurst 

Sir Rabert Be 
H 


New York Jan. 13° Whama 
New York Feb. tr Y'hama 
Beaulst S.C. Jan, 2 Vthama 
New York Nov. 22 Yhama 











Wen. New Yuk 12 Vihama 
Wands Antwerp Deeg Yéhanva 
War. H. Starbuck New York Dec. 30 V’hama 

















COMME 
pie 
IMPORT 


Very little business has been tansacted during 
the past week i any lines of cottons or woollens, 
while yarns ate also a the market. ‘The 
spinuiers ave in want of ton for carrying oo 
their work, as owing toa number of steamers file 
hog up with rice for Japan a large quantity of 
cotton carga iy lying at Bombay awarting 
ment, A’ considerable shipment of American 
cotton atived by the steamer Hounslow from 
Peusacola via the Suez Canal, 


RCIAL, 


















COPLON PIECE GOODS 


Unga 84, Sb yada. sy incher $2 55 to 2.85 






all, st yids. 451 2.80 to 3.35 
loth—7%h, 24 yards, 32 50 1.80 to 200 
tings—t2 yards, 41 1.95 to 2.90 

‘ 200 613.75 







Cotton—Htalians ‘as 
i i 0 18h w 0.25 


a2 inche: 





$0.30 tu 0.50 


10.35 to ogt 
go yauls, 37 inches 








ogo to o.3ah 






2 inches 





was te eazt 





way lew ae 
8.15 10050 
0.60 too 75 


Sie sO inal 
esidenls, 510 56 














0.50 10 0.85 


0 50 16 0 60 
7:75 9 9.90 
075 1 4.00 












Vetvete—IBacke, $5 ya 
Victoria Lavon, 12 yauls, 


ny a 
TuckeyReds—z.o to 2.41h, 24/25 yards, 













40 inches ‘ tso to 870 
Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3th, 24/25 ya 

30 inches 175 tw 280 
Turitey Reds—3.8 to 4ihy 2 

32 inches ago te 2.70 

Keey Reds—4.8 lo 51h, 24/25 yar 











a2 ineh 300 to 3.50 
COTTON Yarns Ces 

16 24, Singles. $850 to 39.50 

38/32, Singles. 41.00 to. 43.00 

38/42, Singles 00 to 43.00 

32, Doubles 46.00 to. 48.00 

42, Doubles 51-75 to 54.50 

2 60, Plain 61 vote 63.00 

75.000 77.00 

2/100, Plain 199-00 to +00.00 

‘Gasced 72.00to 79,00 

. 2 80, Gassed 89.00 to 95.00 





112,00 to 124.00 


RAW COTTON. 

ican Middling .. 
jian roach. 
Chinese... . 


AR Pictibs 
20,10 to 20.80 
20.50 to 21 00 
ar to aso 








ACEALS 
The market continues dull in the extreme and 
stocks continue to accumulate, A considerable 
| shipment af American pig artived per steamer 
Aounslow te Pensacola at the beginning of the 
week. 



















and upward.3.95 

20.10 
210 10 
8.30 to 
950 to 
5ou to 
2.05 to 
5:00 to 





ode 
Hoop Iron (j to 14 inch 





| KIEROSIN I, 
| 


Very little business doing, prices remaining 
unchanged. 


42 00 to 2.07 
1.95 to 2.05 
1.85 





| 


SUGAK 
ness hasbeen transacted in Brown 







osa sorts, the market 

a Prices 
main fim, White cefined is dull, at former quota 
tions. 














| frown Patan .. $4.10 to 4.20 
| Brown Manila 475 te 5.50 
| Brown Daitong 3.85 to 3 90 
Brown Cant 3.70 to 4 65 
White Java 5.50 10 7.00 
White elined 7135 te 9.00 





EXPORTS. 


RAW SILK, 

‘There has been next to no demand during the 
past week, the critical state of affairs between the 
United States and Spain having seriously affected 
the market. Indeed it is asserted that orders 
| have been received in Yokohama from some Ame- 
| tican houses, to cease buying until further instrne= 
| tions are veceived, Sales amount only to 257 
| boxes, and stocks are estimated at 8 950 boxes. 
| Shipments have been 10 bales per Rohilla for 

rope and 358 hales ver City of Rio de Faneiro, 
and 30 bales per Vamagucht Maru tor Amesica, 

































rrinciple of 
ant will positive 


NOTE—Thirty years P 





sur of Hair Speeities 


restore the colour trie 


EYEBROWS, &c. 


GEO. COURTICE’S 


CONCENTRATED 


EXTRACT GF NUT GALLS 


Has Ween thorougitly teste 





approved in all parts of the world for 


‘over a quarter of a Century 

the Nut Gall iy 9 concentrated form, perfeetly harmless, 
Phatire iW lwo HOURS, 

bo the Uononrahle Jon 














rea the Inner Temple 





GEO. COURTICE & CO., 


Laboratory, 8, Bishop's 


(Late 234, 
PRICES: 23. 6d, 35. 64., 58., 


UN 


U 


Court, 


Chancery Lane, 
STRAND). 
10s. 64., £1 Is, per BOTTLE. 


London 


‘This EXTRACT Is INVALUABLE to LADIES, as it restofes|¢he|OBlayrytlose to the Skin, 


VERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
BANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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quorations. 


Nominal 
1930 to gga 
920 to 930 
880 to Boo 
900 to 910 






850 to 860 
850 to 860, 
820 to 830 
890 to 900 
840 to 810 
800 to 810 
780 to 760 
840 to 850 
820 to 810 
790 to 800 
760 to 770 


No business is reported in. Waste sill and 
stocks are estimated at 6,160 boxes. ‘The only 
shipment las been 32 bales per Rohil/a fur Hurope. 
Quotations nominal. 


. 20 to 224 


TEA. 


With the exception of one parcel of about goo 
catties no sales have taken place during the werk, 
nor have there been any shipments, Stock is 
estimated at 87,000 Ibs. Sales from the com- 
mencement of season to date amount to 21,833,850 
Ibs. 


Quotations. 





EXCHANGE. 


Silver again } higher from Lond 
» China has advane 
14 to tule easier 













Sterling —Hank T 





- — gmonths’ sight 
— — Meivete 4 mouths’ sight 


_ — GS months’ aig’ volo} 













Ooh Bank sight.. 2 54htos 

On Lyons vate 4 monthe' sight, 2.59 

On Am Hank Hilla on denan s8Ftoy 
— Private ¢ months’ sight... 503 












On Germany—Rank wight... 
— Private ¢ moni’ xigh 





05 4106 
2104 


On Hongkong—Bank sight 





Uns 
Ow tndia—Bank sight... 

— Private 3 days’ 
Wer Sitver (London) 














969 








| APPARATUS 


5 Non-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
i and Street Washers, 
~ | Garden Watering Boxes and 
Apparatus, 


} Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast- 
1 Tron Cocks and Valv 


E. GUESNIER, E. 
Enginoor and Cock Mfr, 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 

8 27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 
| Hydropathic and Massage Appa 








| tus supplied to the Vichy 
| "Vapout Bathe (Berthe syste 


Apply to Bovrs & Ci 
M. Ovrasuenacn & Co, 





SLEEP 


SKIN- TORTURED 


BABIES 


And rest for tired mothers in a warm bath with 
Curicura Soap, and a single anointing with Cur- 
cura (ointment), purest of emollients and greatest 
of skin cures. This treatment will afford instant 
relief, and point to a speedy cure of the most 
torturing, disfiguring, humiliating, itching, burn- 
ing, bieeding, crusted, scaly skin and scalp hu- 
mours, with loss of hair, when all else fails. 
Sold throughout the world. British depot: F. Newnery & 


Sons, London. Porrer D. anp C. Corr., Sole Props., Boston, 
U.S.A. (> “ How to Cure Skin-tortured Babies,” post free. 


EVERY HUMOUR "™cowecne Saunas" 














[A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants, 


Over 2,500 Chocolaie Factories fitted up to 
January Ist, 1896. * i 


GRINDING MACHINERY for alt kinds of dry or 


wet substances, colours, printing ine, toe 
* Sioa perfumery, and chemicals’ 

MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


Address Wessts. C. ROHDE-& Co., 
YOKOHAMA. 


















November 21st, 1896. 











December 5, 1896. 





ILKMAI)) 


BRAND 


CONDEN SED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
«jj cream has been abstracted, and ask for 

a the ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 
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Trade Mark on 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“* SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESRIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, ‘BRACKETS, , AND WIRE WAYS, 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DRSIGNS TO SUIT THK DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS. 


ny 





MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 





TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA IBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 
WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 














The Physician's Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatic 
| Gout and Gravel; the 
safest and most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe~ 
males, and the Sicm 
ness of Pregnancy. 






The Universal Remedy for Acidity of hn, 
‘Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affection: 











od Sold Throughout the World. = 
—ASK FOR DINNEEORD!S. -MAGNESIA, 


" September 19th 1897. g}m. 








LEA & PERRINS 


OBSERVE THAT THE 
SIGNATURE 





18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 
DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 
OUTSIDE WRAPPER 

of every Bottle of the 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 9 A | C E. 


Woreester ; 





Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
and Export Oilmen generally. 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 


TRAVELLERS aint 













LIEBIG 


“GOMPANY’S EXTRACT. 


It keeps good for any time, even after 
being opened, and is supplied to Armies, 
Expeditions, Governments, Hospitals, 
Doctors and Nurses all the world over. 








ized by 






Digit 


ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE. 


s Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, Bi 
Bevisiguaty REVIVING IN 
|OT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true native perfume 
made from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 
“AOLINE” PERFUME. “Most Refreshing.” 
“AOLINE” Toner soar 
for the Complexion. 
“AOLINE” Tomer POWDER impars a 
delightful bloom ta the eomplexion, 
“AOLINE” sachets. Delighttul tor Handker- 
diets, Gloven, ke, 
“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Softening and 
poantifying for the complexion, 
Of ail Chemists and Stores. 
4. A. ATKINSON, Ltd, 24, Old Bond Street, London, 
INVENTORS OF THE CR 
“WHITE ROSE” 
“ACharming Scent.”—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor’ 


January rst, 1898, qy. 











GENERAL CATALOGUE 
BUYERS’ GUIDE 


188UED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & CO, 


‘THE GREAT MAIL ORDER HOUSE; 





Chicago, U.S.A. 
ISTHE MOST COMPLETE INTHE WORLD 


1s nas more than 14400 iilustrations, about «BO 
quotations of ‘prices, weigh 
mtaine over 
‘or use is listed im itt a 
You In a positio cart 
imailguantites, "elas ‘wedo wot ae 
i Ganoral (avelogue and Buyers’ Gu 

ivaway. ‘fo introduee.to you 








Forelgn Bu: 
tion ‘necessary to put you ato 
methods. Send us your address and we’ nae 


Montgomery Ward & Co. 
111 f0 120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U. S.A. 








THE GREATEST ‘HONDERS oF “MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S PILLS. 


PERSONS s suffering from weak or debilitatep 
constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
puritycan be maintained by the use of these Pills, 


his work entitled * The Nil | 
ordered the dragemars Stahowmes 















Medicines atthe service of the sick, with advice mates eit 
short time I had many applicants, to whom I served ‘out & 
quantity of Holloway's Pills, ‘These ‘are most anefal to an eat 
Plorer, a8, possessing unmistakable purgative propertice, they 
eaten" effect upon the patient, which satishes 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 





laa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, an 
of all kinds, iy tee 





Icerations 





Iacts miraculously in healing ulcer 
d subduing ail iaflammations. 

tof his extraordinary travels 

Thad with me a quantity of 








Poured in'npon ae, at last a 
spoontulof Oirtment was worth a fowl and ‘any ‘quantity of peas, 
and the demand became oo. sreat that 1 was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining #5 
Sola by all Chemists aod Medicine Vendors throughont the 
May vat, tor, 











——— 
Pring rab ae = 
settiemiat, ly f eat Hdac ce Beare si 
pkphame—Surspary A 

FR THOR LING 











The Hapan Weekly Mail: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 





No. 16.] 






Japan Railway Company 
Depatare of Gountand Corttess ic 





ou 
Marriage of M. 
Japanese Fi 















China. 
Count Okuma on the Situatioi ‘ 
Mr. Mcleavy Brown and M. Alexie 
‘The Progressiste and the Government 





japanese Topica 
jarquis tto on. lap 
Death of Me. E. Chi 
The Operation of th 
The Tokyo Féte 
An 









a ai 
‘The New Tarif. 
The Deadly Parallei 
In Reg 
iH. 














Tig Fagan Weekly Wail, 


‘(PAISCR QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!” 











NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the "JAPAN 
Warkty Matt” must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. ‘ 

It is particularly reauested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the MaNagux, and Cheques be made 
payable to same; and that literary contributions be 
addressed to the Epitox. 











Vokouama: Sarurpay, Apait 16TH, 








BIRTH. 

On the 15th inst, at No, 20, Bluff, the wife of 
L, J. Heauine, of a daughter. 

MARRIAGE. 

On the rath April, at Christ Church, Yoko: 
hama, by the Rev. E. Champueys Inwine, Mape- 
Laing, daughter of Jobu Tuder Richards, of Gar 
diner, Maine, United States of America, to H. V. 
Henson of Vokoh a 


DEATHS. 











Athis residence in Tokyo at 2 a.m. ou the rth] HLH. 


instant, Eovarpo Curossone, aged 65. 

At the General Hospital, Shanghai, an the gid 
March, CHARLES Saw, Captain of the S.S. Ener: 
aged 38 years. 

On the 2nd March, at 6, Cathcartehill, Jun 
road, London, alter many years of ‘suffering, 
Daviv Muiruean, late of Shanghai, aged 69 


years. 

















SUMMARY OF NEWS. 








Tux term of the lease of Kwang-chow to France 
by China is twenty-five years, 


EnGtanp has obtained permission to prolong 
the Burmese Railways to Yunnan, 





A Report has been received from London that 
the new Japanese cruiser Zakasago Kan, built 





YOKOHAMA, APRIL 


"| Ir is stated that on the excl 


008 


16TH, 


by the Armstrong Company, made a most suc 
cessful trial trip on the 6th instant, 


Paince Henry of Prussia left Hongkong on 
the Gefion for Shanghai on the 13th inst. 





Two men were run over and killed on the 
Tokyo-Yokohama railway on the 13th inst, 


Tue first number of the Yokohama Shimbun, 
new organ of the Liberal Party, is to appear on 
the zoth instant, 


Excranp will spend two million sterling in the 
construction of an arsenal and dockyard at 


or | Wei-hai-wei, 





A FRrencu post-master is to be appointed for 
China, after the postal affairs shall have been 
separated from the Customs, 


H.M. tue Emrzror presented a sum of 5,000 
yen towards the cost of the celebrations of the 
roth instant in Toky 








Te Otsu-Baba railway line is to be opened on 
the 15th May, to run in connection with the 
Taiko Steamship Co.'s vessels, 


A Report from Canton siates that the authori- 
ties there have issued a notification strictly 
Prohibiting the export of rice, 








Tur Educational Department has called a 
Council of the Principals of the High Schools 
in the country to sit in Tokyo from the 2oth inst, 








ge of the treaty 
nd Siam, which will shortly 
& Siamese Legation will be opened 


between Jap 
take place, 
in Tokyo. 
‘Tue steamer Mogul, which left Yokohama 
on Tuesday for America, took 935 emi- 
grants for Hawaii. Other 200 labourers also 
left Yokohama the same day for Hawaii by the 
Gaelic, — 

Tue Deutsche Dampfschiffs Rhederei zu 
Hamburg, or Kingsin Line, have sold their fleet 
and interests in the Far East to the Hamburg- 
America Company, which has just started 
running steamers to this part of the world. 

On the 8h instant the boiler of a locomotive 
on the Fukuoka-Koga section of the Kinshiu 
Railway exploded, killing three and injuring 
several persons, also damaging some station 
buildings, 
Viscount Tanaka, Minister of the Imperial 
Household Department, will give a series of 
entertainments at his official residence at 
Kojimachi, Tokyo, on the 13th 14th, and 18th 
inst. at 7.30 p.m, 


Tux Dai-Nihon Teikoku Suinan Kyusai-kai 
(Japan Marine Rescue Association) of which 

H, Prince Arisugawa is President, rescued 
during last year 51 vessels, mostly fishing boats, 
and saved 234 lives. 

















From the 31st March to the 7'b instant there 
were 3 new cases and 2 deaths from plague in 
Taipeh, 24 cases and 16 deaths in Tongchow 
Prefecture, 16 cases and 12 deaths in Kagi 
Prefecture, and one death in Tainan prefecture. 





Tue Nippon Yusen Kaisha have ordered from 
England three steamers of 20 knots speed, to 
be called the Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Aomori Maru, 
which are to be finished by about September 
next. The vessels are intended to run between 
Aomori and Hakodate. 





THE Committees of the U. S. House of Repre- 
sentatives and Senate have both reported in 
favour of immediately requesting Spain to with. 
ste from Cuba, and instructin 


e 





1898. 





the President 


Se eBEaee Vor. XXIX. 


to use the forces of the United States io secure 
Cuban independence. 





Tu treaty concluded between Russia and China 
concerning Talienwan and Port Arthur express- 
ly provides for the partial opening of the former 
for foreign trade, while only ships flying Russian 
or Chinese flags will be permitted to enter the 
latter port, 
Tue launch of the steamer Hitaché Maru 
(6,000 tons displacement) of the Nippon Yu- 
sen Kaisha took place at the Mitsubishi Ship- 
building Yard, Nagasaki, on the 16th inst, 
This is the first vessel of so large a size as 
6,000 tons built in Japan, 





ArT a fire on the night of the 7th inst. in the 
Yoshiwara, Tokyo, rr houses were totally and 
7 partially destroyed. Owing, it is enid, to the 
height of the buildings and the narrowness of 
the street where the fire occurred, no fewer 
than 15 firemen were more or less seriously 
injured. 


Tux Yokohama City Office is about to offer for 
subscription Water Works Bonds to the amount 
Of 400,000 yen at a minimum ratio of g5 yen per 
109 yen face value. The list will be open from 
the 15th inst, to the 14th May. The Bonds will 
be issued in denominations of yen 1000, 100, 
and 50, and will bear interest at 6 per cent, 





On the roth instant a grand fate was held in 
Tokyo in celebration of the 30th anniversary of 
its adoption as the capital of the country, The 
Emperor and Empress were present and received 
congratulatory addresses and there were nume- 
rons picturesque processious and a variety of 
dances and other entertainments in Uyeno 
Park und many of the principal thoroughfares, 
The festival generally proved a great success, 





Tue Import market in Yokohama is lifele 
the extreme, with little prospect of any 
mediate recovery, No transactions whatever 
have been reported during the week in cotton 
piece goods, yarns or woollens, Some cargoes 
of raw cotton have arrived at the southern port 
from Bombay, for the cotton spinners, but no- 
thing is doing locally. Of metals the same 
may be said as of cottons. Goods order- 
ed months ago remain on the hands of im- 
Porters, the buyers being unable to take 
delivery. Little business has been tran: 
acted in Kerosene, but holdess are not dis- 
posed to lower their prices in view of the 
possible cessasion of supplies from America in 
the probable event of war, There isa large 
quantity of cheap Sumatra oil on the market. 
A fairly good busine been done in sugar, 
both brown and white refined, ata slight increase 
in price. Arrivals of brown from Formosa have 
been large and the market is now well supp 
Heavy shipments of Sargon, Tongking and Ra 
goon rice continue to arrive, and it is anticipated 
that there will be a considerable fall in prices 
both of foreign and native grown grain, as soon 
as the first crop of Japan rice is put on the 
market, In Exports nothing has beendone, No 
sales of silk have been effected even at consider- 
ably reduced prices and there is scarcely any tea 
of acceptable quality left on hand. The first 
sample of the new crop has arrivéd in Yokohama 
during the week. It was at first expected that the 
season this year would be later than usual but 
the change in the weather during the week has 
brought the plants forward and it is now antici- 
pated that the cropping will begin about the 
usual time. Prices are expected to rule con- 
siderably higher than the average owing to the 
rise in price of rice and all commodities and 
the consequent increased cost of production, 
Very) litte lids'beei) done in secondary exports. 




















386 


SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
ge 

In the course of the week we have epitomized 
the utterances of various journals with regard 
to Japan's foreign policy. We now add later 
utterances, showing at the last a change of 
tone which can not fail to strike our readers. 

. 


we 

The Nichi Nichi Shimbun retrains from en- 
gaging in.any discussion with the politicians 
who are now agilating for the adoption of a 
strong foreign policy.” It applauds their 
patriotic intentions, approves of their activity, 
and invites them to explain what they mean. At 
their meeting in the Kairaku-yen they adopted 
two resolution: he first, that Japan must enter 
@ protest against the actions of Germany and 
Russ Shantung and Liaotung ; the second, 
that, should her protest prove unsuccessful, she 
must lake special steps wilh regard to Wei-hai- 
wei. But they failed altogether to set forth the 
grounds of the protest or to give any distinct 
idea of the procedure to be ultimately adopted 
with regard to Wei-hai-wei. Is it their purpose 
that Japan should stand forth as the champion 
of international law, and insist on the reversal 
of the steps already taken by Germany and 
Russia as evil precedents irreconcilable with 
any rules of inter-state morality? Or is it their 
purpose to recognise that what is done can not 
be undone, and that the only recource for Japan 
is to retain possession of Wei-hai-wei? Secrecy 
is often necessary in diplomacy, The officials 
charged with the conduct of a country’s foreign 
affairs are frequently obliged to observe strict reti- 
cence. But the case is very different with party 
politicians, ‘Their views derive force mainly as 
expressions of public opinion, and itis therefore 
necessary that they should formulate their 
ideas clearly so as to enable the nation to pro- 
nounce judgment on them, What is to be the 
fashion, then, of this protest advocated by the 
Progressist leaders? On what grounds is it to 
be based? And what is to be the nature of the 
procedure adopted in the case of Wei-hai-wei? 
Japan’s sole right to ocenpy the place is derived 
trom the Shimonoseki ‘Treaty, and lapses when 
the terms of that Treaty are fulfilled. Hence, 
when the whole of the Indemnity is paid off, 
Ver title to hold Wei-hai-wei disappears, and if 
she wants the place, she must oblain it by some 
new process, Wiatis that process tobe? The 
Progressist leaders inust see that until they dis- 
tinctly formulate their programme, they can not 
expect to secure the cOoperation of intelligent 
petsons. 
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The Tokyo Shimbun (Liberal organ) tukes 
the line that this agitation is entirely an affair 
of party politics and that the Progressists are 
sacrificing the interests of the country on the 
altar of petsonal ambition, The men who 
figure as leaders of the movement and clamour 
for a strong foreign policy, are the same men 
that supported the last Cabinet when it tamely 
allowed the Yamagata Lobanoff Convention to 
be trampled under loot and suffered Japanese 
rights to be ignored even by Hawaii. Their 
sincerity is more than questionable. They 
carry party politics into the domain of forei 
affairs, and are willing to make the Empire's 
difficulties a means of climbing into office, Ibis 
true that Japan was treated most treacherously 
in the matter of Liaotung. She was turned out 
of it under the pretence that her presence there 
would endanger the peace of the East, the 
real reason being that the Power chiefly instru- 
mental in turning her out wanted the territory 
for itself, That humiliation will never be 
forgotten by her people, Yet, even had they 
gauged the depths of the injustice practised 
against them, they were powerless to resist. 
The country had a hundred and twenty thousand 
men beyond the sea, Its ships were scattered 
here and there guarding distant lines of commu 
nications, Its armaments were more or less 
crippled by the long struggle just concluded. 
‘To have defied Russia, Germany, and France 
would have been to change victory beyond the 
seas into peril at home. ‘The situation is not 
greatly altered now, The wounds caused by 
the war are healed, it is true, but, as yet, 
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there is no material accession of sirength. The 
armaments’ expansion programme has not been 
cartied far enongh towards completion to add 
appreciably to the nation’s fighting capacities. 
Apart from the fact that two line-of-baitle ships 
have been added to the navy, things are much 
as they were three years ago. [t would be 
merely idle bravado to take the field against a 
great foreign Power atpresent, The politicians 
who met in the Kairaku-yen a few days ago, 
and adopted maguiloquent resolutions, knew. 
that they were formulating an impossible 
programme. 
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The Hochi Shimbun seems to have made a 
distinct volfe-face, It wrote recenily ina strain 
that amounted to a distinct declaration of the 
necessity of fighting Russia. It now says that 
the time has passed when even a protest can be 
usefully lodged by Japan, and that, were she 
to raise her voice now, she would be like a 
mother talking to a dead child, Besides, 
what would be the result of a protest? There 
is not the remotest chance that Russia and 
Germany could be induced to give up the 
acquisitions they have made in China, They 
would fight to the death rather than do that. 
The politicians now agitating against the Go- 
verment accuse the Cabinet of dilatoriness, but 
their own action is conspicuously belated. Icis 
futile to talk of advancing protests against ac- 
complished facis, The only courses now before 
the country are either to retain Wei-hai-wei 
or to give it up. That is the sole question. In 
order to retain it there must be some pretext. 
With the payment of the last yen of the In- 
demnity Japan's title to occupy the port dis- 
appears.. Robbery with violence (kiridorigété) 
has become the rule of international intercourse 
now-a-days, If Japan thinks of adapting her 
conduct to that rile she had better consider 
whether it is a rule that makes for the stability 
ofa State, Her arbitrary retention of Wei-hai- 
wei after the conditions binding her to restore 
it had been fulfilled, would mean-her accession 
to the ranks of the national burglars. Ou the 
other hand, it is not to be denied that the con- 
dition of affairs in the Far East has undergone 
an alarming change. Russia may be said to 
have come into possession of Manchuria ; Eng 
land, of the Yangtsze valley and all central 
China as well as a part of Shantung; France, 
of Southern China, and Germany of Kiav-chou. 
If, under these circumstances, Japan thinks it 
necessary (o prefer some demands in the honest 
interesis of her trade or for the sake of the 
maintenance of the peace of the Usient, let Ler 
prefer them by all means, 
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The same journal in a later article writes 
very strongly in favour of. Japan’s seeking to 
redress the siluation in her own interests by 
oblaining from China some port as a set-off for 
the alienation of the Liaotung Peninsula, The 
places indicated as smilable are Ying-kow 
(Newchwang); Pitsu-wo (on the east of the 
Liaotung Peninsula, some 70 miles north of 
Talien); Taku shen (on the northern littoral 
of the Yellow Sea, a few miles westward of the 
mouth of the Yalu River); Wei-hai-wei; Foo- 
chow, and Amoy. Apparently our contempor- 
ary would prefer one of the three places first 
mentioned, since they all figured prominently in 
the Manchurian campaign of 1894-5. It was 
from Taku-shan that Liewl.-General Viscount 
Katsura struck inland on his march to Hai- 
cheng. Pitsu-wo may be regarded as the land- 
ing place of Marshal Oyama’s army prior to the 
assault of Port Arthur. The capture of Ying- 
kow virtually ended the Manchurian campaign. 
The Hochi thinks that, whatever may be the 
commercial advantages of Talien in the future, 
the place is at present inferior, as a mart of 
trade, to either Ying-kow, Pitsu-wo, or Taku- 
shan. With regard to Amoy and Foochow, the 
idea is that their possession by Japan is neces- 
sary to the preservation of good order in For- 

e it is from these places that seditious 
movements in Formosa derive Chinese support, 
The Hochi does not attempt to explain what 














procedure would be likely to procure for Japan 
the lease of ports,which, like Amoy, Foochow, 
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and Ying-kow, are already opened to foreign 
trade, But it does explain very fully the terms 
in which Japan's application to China should be 
couched. In fact, it gives a draft of the right 
kind of despatch, and we are bound to say that 
the language of the document belongs to an 
exalted rank of diplomatic specionsness. There 
is along array of words, but the gist of the 
whole thesis is that Japan, commiserating 
China’s weakness, and appreciating the danger 
of disruption that threatens her, advises her to 
hand over some important points to be guarded 
by her neighbour, so that the two Powers may 
act in concert to stem the eastward sel of the 
tide of Occidental aggressior 


The Nippon has two articles on foreign 
policy. The first recapitalates the reasons that 
should have induced Japan to oppose the leas- 
ing of Port Arthur and Talien to Russia ; the 
second is devoted to showing that, although 
England has sought and obtained ai-wei 
as a naval station, her policy towards Chin 
unlike the policy of Russia and Germany, 
is not a policy of territorial aggression but a 
policy of peace and commercial expansion. She 
has made it quite plain that the preservation of 
China's integrity is her desire, and i 
of the impossibility of preventing the re 
of a partof Russia’s ambitious designs in the 
Liaotung Peninsula, she has been obliged to 
lease Wei-hai-wei as a measure of self-protec- 
tion, her real attitude towards Ch is not 
altered. Japan and England have a common 
policy in the East, and it is quite easy to see 
that the British Government tried to induce 
Japan to join in putting some back-bone into 
Cisina vis-d-o’s Russia, Bat the Ito Cabinet 
was not to be roused to action, Of course the 
Nippon's goneral conclusion is that things have 
been bungled, that the country has lost its 
opportunity, and that Japan has been guilty of 
suicidal self-effacement, 

*y 
































* 

The Chuo Shimbun also has three long arti- 
cles on foreign affairs. They are devoied 
mainly to showing the difference between Eng- 
land’s policy and the policy of Russia, Getmany, 
and France, England employs herarmaments 
to protect her trade; Russia, France and Ger- 
many employ theirs to extend t ‘The 
general to highly 
enlogistic of England, but the conclusion arriv- 
ed atis that might is right now-a-days, and that 
diplomacy not backed by force is futile, From 
those propositions our contemporary goes on 
to prove that Japan is not in a position to raise 
valid objections to the doings of the great 
Western Powers. She protested with justice 
against her treatment by Hawaii,—a petty little 
State—neaily a year ago, and she canied her 
protest to America; but there has been no 
result: all talk of the Hawaiian affair has ceased 
to be heard, She would fare similarly now if 
she attempted to interfere with arrangements 
which are dictated by interests too large to be 
neglected or treated lightly, The Chuo thinks, 
in short, that people who counsel a self-asser- 
tive policy on Japan's part at this juncture 
take no adequate account of the forces at work 
in shaping present events, 
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The Xokumin Shimbun infers from Mr. Bal- 
four's stalement of England's Far-Eastern policy 
that some kind of understanding has been 
arrived al between her and Germiny, and ex- 
presses keen reg et that its often utiered hope 
of an Anglo-Japanese enfente has not been 
realized. At first sight it may seem that Ki 
land’s proceduce with regard to Wei-hai-wei is 
more or less hostile to Japan, since the latter is 
still in occupation of the place. But no such 
idea can survive close scrutiny, Neither Power 
desires Wei-hai-wei for the sake of the place 
itself or ag a territorial acquisition. Both have 
a common object—the preservation of the 
balance of power, and therefore of peace, in the 
Far East. If Japan: insisted on keeping W 
hai-wei, England would be quite content to seek 
























some Other suitable place ; and, since England 
has fixed her eyes upon Wei hai-wei while 
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Japan has valid reasons for evacuating it, the 
latter's obvious course is to seck some other 
suitable place. That is the gist of the Koku- 
min’s writing. 


The Mainichi Shimbun \as a sensational 
article complaining that the blood shed in 
Manchuria and Shantung was spilled in vain, 
and that the spirits of the patriots who died for 
their country in the war with China must be 
vexed atthe futile results of their bravery and 
devotion, There is a great deal of severe 
general criticism of the Cabinet, but even the 
Mainichi has arrived at the conclusion that it 
is too late for Japan to attempt to interfere with 
accomplished facts, and that her statesmen 
should direct their efforts to obtaining for the 
country some foothold on the Asiatic continent 
which shall restore the balance ot power, 



















THE FAPAN RAILWAY COMPANY. 
ee Se 

The general meeting of the Japan Railway 

Company was held on the 6th ant at the 

Young men’s Christian Associ Hall at 








” 
Kanda, Tokyo, when 330 shareholders, toge- 
ther with 660 agents representing 5,540 shares, 


were present, The Company has been divided 
into two parties—Conservatives and Reformers, 
the former headed by Mr. Shibusawa and the 
latter by Baron Asano; and a keen debate took 
place. Mr. Shibusawa was in the chair, and,in 
behalf of the principal officials, spoke apologe- 
tically of errors in the management of the Com- 
pany’s affairs. 

Mr. Shibahara moved that, though the resig- 
nation of the principal officers was based on 
the falure to obtain Government sanction to 
the reformed bye-laws of the Company, this 
onght not to be a plea for so sweeping a step. 
He enquired if there was any private reason for 
the proposed resignation. 

Mr. Shibusawa replied that the sense of res- 
ponsibility alone impelled him and his col- 
leagues to resign. 

Viscount Soga then touched upon the un 
satisfactory condition of the Company, urging 
the absolute necessity of reform. 

After much discussion the election of officials 
was undertaken, the results obtained being as 
follow :—Directors—Mr. Mori Jinsuke, Marquis 
Asano Chokun, Messrs. Yamamoto Chokusei, 
Shibusawa Yeiichi, Fatatsubashi Gencho, Ku- 
me Ryosaku, Marquis Saionji Kobo, Messrs 
Atachi Taro, Shirasugi Seiai, Kakuda Rinbei, 
Kikuchi Choshiro, and Fukagawa Ryozo. 
Messrs. Watanabe Fukusaburo, Hisano Sho- 
ichi, and Hayashi Kentoku were chosen as 
auditors, 

According to the investigations of the Vippon, 
the holders uf over 10,000 shares of the Com- 
pany are as follow :—Marquis Asano, 212,423 ; 
Mr. Iwasaki Kinya, 39,817; Mr. Iwamnra 
Michitoshi, 22,492; Marquis Mayeda, 17,978 ; 
Marquis Tokugawa, 15,424; the Mitsui Bank, 
14.591; Marquis Shimazu, 13,947; Marquis 
Tokugawa Girei, 10,626 ; Marquis Nabeshima, 
10,230. The greatest difficulty is experienced 
in selecting a President and Vice-President well 
qualified for the respective posts. Mr. Mori was 
nominated as President until August. 

‘The agitation for reform seems to have been 
headed by Marquis Saionji, but another mov. 
ing spirit, says the Wippon, is Mr. Adachi, of 
the 15th National Bank, 








DEPARTURE OF COUNT AND 
COUNTESS DE PIMODAN. 


— eee 


Count de Pimodan, Military Attaché of the 
French Legation, and Countess de Pimodan, 
left Tokyo by the 4.10 p.m. train from Shim- 
bashi on the r2th instant. A large concourse 
of friends assembled at the station to say fare- 
well, among them being nearly the whole of the 
Foreign Corps Diplomatique, several Japanese 
Admirals and Generals, the Vice. Minister of 
the War Department, the Grand Master of 
Ceremonies, and a number of the foreign resid 
ents of Tokyo. 
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JAPANESE IMPORTS AND 
EXPORT: 
ae Se 








Commenting upon the growing inequality of 
the exports and imports, the Mainichi says that 
the approach of the period for enforcing the 
new Import Tariff tends to increase the tradal 
disadvantage against this country, Below are 
the figures for the past three months :— 

















Tsukiji, on the 12th instant at 10 a.m,, in the 
presence of a brilliant assembly, including all 
the Foreign Chefs de Mission and the staffs of 
the Legations in Tokyo. several of Her Majesty 
the Empress’ Ladies in Waiting, Baron Sanno- 
miya, Grand Master of Ceremonies, and 
Baroness Sannomiya, Viscount Kagawa, Chief 
Chamberlain to the Empress, Marquis and 
Marckioness Nabeshima, Mr. Komura, Vice- 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Viscount 
Aoki and many other distinguished personages. 
After the ceremony the happy couple set out 
for Miyanoshita, whence it is their intention to 
proceed to Kyoto before returning to Tokyo. 














oops. en. 
Exports 31,150.542 
Imports .. 7 63/510 250 
Excess of imports. 32.359.708 
BULLI ——_ 
Export of bullion .. 29,001,385 
Import... 2 612,412 


Excess of expoit .. 26,388,873 


These figures refer to Yokohamaand Kobe alone, 
In no previous year did the excess of imports 
reach such an enormous amount as 15,310,009 
yen within a single month, Yet that was the 
case in March, the total excess for three months 
being no less than 32,360,000 yen, The direct 
consequence of this inequality was the exodus 
of gold to the amount of 26,400,000 yen ap 
proximately. The Mfainichi adds that over 50 
millions must be expected to flow out of the 
country by the end of the year. 














DISASTROUS COLLISION OF 
STEAMERS. 


ifucsy cab ee 

ONB VESSEL SUNK AND ANOTHER BEACHED. 

Telegrams have been received from Mojt and 
Kobe reporting that on Sunday last a collision 
occurred at Moji between the N.Y.K. sicamer 
Toyoshima Maru and the Zaiko Maru, by 
which the former was sunk almost immediately 
and the latter received such considerable dam- 
age that she had to be beached to save her 
from foundering. Two boys belonging to 
the crew of the Toyoshima Maru were 
drowned, but the rest of the crew and two 
hundred passengers on the Zaiko Maru were 
saved, mainly by the boats of the gunboat 
Oshima Kan, which was at anchor in the port, 
Mr. Garry, the diver of the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, was despatched from Yokohama on 
Monday to see what can be done to raise the 
Toyoshima Maru. 





A vernacular paper, translated by the Kobe 
Herald, gives the following particulars of the 
disaster to the steamers Toyoshima Maru and 
Taiko Maru:—On Sunday evening at about 9 
when the N.Y.K. Chemulpo liner Zoyoshima 
Maru was about to enter Moji, the Taiko S,S. 
Co,’s steamer Wo. 4 Taiko Maru stuck ber on 
her starboard side. The Taiko Maru was 
beached to prevent her from sinking. The Toyo- 
shima received an ugly rent in the side, into 
which water mised 0 freely that she went 
down within 25 minutes of the accident. 
Fortunately, H. I. 
in port, The aécident was observed by the 
officer of the watch. ‘The warship fired 
three guns, as a warning to those able to 
render assistance. Notwithstanding the fact 
that the disaster occurred at night time, no 
lives were lost. The Zoyoshima is a steamer of 
1,109 tons gross and 687 Jons register. She 
had about 4go packages ot goods trom Osaka, 
representing a value of aboul 9.000 yen, besides 
2g packages from Kobe, valued at 2,666.50 
yen. All the mail matter was saved. The place 
where she sunk is about 5 fathoms deep, so 
that the top of her funnel is about 7 feet above 
the water, The Zaiko Maru is a steamer of 
512 tons gross and 311 tons register, and was 
built in 189¢. 








MARRIAGE OF M. DE GRUBISSICH 
AND MADEMOISELLE DE 

POURTAL 

The marriage of M. de Grubissich, Secret 


of the Austro-Hungariay Legation, and Made 
moisselle de Pourtales, daughter of Count de 











Pourtales, Secretary of the French Legation, 
took place in the Roman Cathvlic Cathedral, 


J. M.S. Oshima Kan was| F 


JAPANESE FINANCE. 
pina Eee 


The Kyoto Chamber of Commerce re- 
cently presented a memorial to the Government 
with regard to the continued increase of in- 
terest by the Bank of Japan, Following is the 
gist of the document: 

The Bank of Japan raised its interest by one rin 
in February this year, and another rin in March, 
so that ithas now made an increase seven times 
since the 28th year of Afeji, and it is moreover 
rumoured that the Bank again contemplates i 
creasing its tate by two rin. 

The Bank, by decreasing the rates by two rin 
in July, 1895, helped to stimulate the mania for 
post bellum undertakings, and to cause an ex- 
pansion of the economic market, Its subsequent 
steps to raise tates have had (he natwal effect of 
lightening the money market and embarrassing 
the industial community. What are the grounds 
for these lines of action? 

‘The Bank of Japan, in December last, resolved 
upon taising its interest by way of giving ware 
to the economic community, but failed to “ob 
tain the assent of the Minister of Finance then in 
power, Of late, however, the financial world has 
begun to show a critical aspect with regard to the 
outflow of gold, which increases day by day, with 
a corresponding decrease iy the specie reserve. 
things ave left to themselves, the foundation of the 
convertible system must inevitably be endangered, 
To relieve the country from misfortune of this na: 
ture, the Bank of Japan has resorted to the policy of 
augmenting its interest, hoping thus to prevent the 
growing excess of imports, and to check the mania 
for speculative undeitakings. The example has 
been or will be followed by the various othe banks 
throughout the empire, the result being a tighten- 
ing of the money market and the utter dect 
of industrial enterprises, But it is doubtful 
ther the Nippon Ginko will be able to attain its 
ends by these measures. 

‘The foreign trade of the country for last year and 
the year before last shows that the excess of 
of imports over exports has been over 50 million 

nd the gold coming in fom abroad was 
lly limited to payments on account of the 
Indemnity and the sale of War Bonds. No te 
ceipts from these sources are to be expected for this 
yeat, and the Government is under the necessity 
of disbursing ajlarge amount of specie in connexion 
with the expansion of armaments and the con: 
struction of railways, 

Nor do 
of commodities steadily encourages 
enormous amount, the figures for January and 

ebiary showing an excess of 16 million yen in 
value. An outflow of gold and silver in excess of 
incomings will continue to be the feature, and not 
only is the relaxation of the money market not to be 
Hoped for, in the present state of affairs, but the 
very foundation of the gold syste st be con 
sidered precarious, 

No wonder that the Bank of Japan should have 
been induced to adopt the resolute course it has 
taken, [vis to be doubted, however, whether the 
Bank will be able to alain its ends without pr 
ducing sevious consequences for domestic ent 
prises. 

The post-bellum appreciati 
and the conse: ncrease of imports are, hows 
ever, but the al course of things, Although 
the excess of imports is a phenomenon not at all 
favourable to the for commerce of this coun 
try, it can not be avaided, A glance at the ade 
returns shows at once that the imports comprise 
articles absolutely indispensable to the Japanese, 
consisting, as they do, of machinery, materials 
for industries, &c. ‘The imports for last year 
totalled 219 million yen in value, of which ten per 
cenit, viz 21,500,000 yen, was for the import of 
tice, avd 20 million yen for sugar. Articles of 
luxury constitute but a small portion of the im- 
ports, the rest being included in the category of 
necessaries. In regard to these no step taken by 
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the Bank of Japan can have any effect in testsain= 
ing imports. 
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ENGLAND AND RUSSIA. 
RaAe RE 

After M. Muravieff's statement, ad- 
dressed to the British Government in the 
middle of March, to the effect that Ru 
did not seek to interfere in any way with 
the sovereign rights of China, but simply 
wished to obtain an ice-free port as the 
terminus for her Trans-Asian Railway, 
which port should be open to the trade of 
all countries—after that explicit statement 
it was virtually impossible for Great Bri- 
tain to show hostility to Russia's pro- 
gramme, so far as its commercial features 
were concerned. England has no right 
whatever to forcibly check Russia’s tradal 
expansion, or to oppose any legitimate 
measures adopted by Russia in the in- 
terests of commerce. England herself has 
never been backward in urging—sometimes 
very peremptorily urging—upon China 
the opening of this port or that, and the 








granting of tradal facilities here or there. 
All that Her Majesty’s Ministers could fair- 
ly say to Russia was, ‘‘ We do not object to 
any steps taken by you to promote the 
development of trade in the Far East, but 
they must not be steps involving any in- 
terference with the privileges that British 
subjects enjoy under treaty in the Chinese 
realm.” Russia, on her side, was careful 
that her procedure should not furnish any 
legitimate grounds of grievance to Eng- 
land, and, since each Power preserved a 
reasonable attitude towards the other, 
serious trouble was out of the question. 


The fact appears to be that the British 
nation was thrown into a state of consider- 
able excitement at first owing to the 
receipt of exaggerated, if not totally false, 
rumours. Telegrams sent from Peking 
represented Russia as having preferred 
demands of a sweeping nature in a most 
peremptory manner. It seemed to English- 
men the St. Petersburg Government had 
suddenly formulated a huge scheme of 
territorial aggression against China, 
treating the latter much as a victor treats a 
vanquished State, and deliberately trespas- 
sing on the rights possessed by British 
subjects in the regions affected. Such 
action on Russia’s part, coming as the 
immediate sequel of the declarations 
elicited by the Kiao-chou incident from 
Her Majesty’s Government, could be inter- 
preted only in the light of a direct slap in 
the face to England, and, since it was im- 
possible to imagine Russia standing out 
alone lo challenge England in the Far 
East, the natural inference seemed to be 
that an anti-British combination had been 
formed by two or more of the Great Euro- 
pean Powers, Asituation of that kind could 
not fail to cause much excitement in 
England, and it was in those moments of 
misapprehension that the war fury blazed 
out, and high language was held against 
Russia, Careful readers of the telegrams 
will remember, however, that Her 
Majesty’s Ministers, speaking from their 
places in Parliament, denied any know- 
ledge of the extraordinary proceedings 
attributed to Russia, and, when official 
inquiries were addressed to St Petersburg, 
the answer came from M. Muravieft that 
his Government had not taken, and did 
not intend to take, any of the arbitrary 
and defiant steps attributed to it by Peking 
telegrams, ‘Thereafter the excitement 
doubtless cooled at once in England, But 
the fact remained that there had been 
excitement, and that hot words had been 
spoken, In truth, as we observed some 
time ago, an impression remained that 
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England had openly pledged herself 
to prevent Russia from getting any foot- 
hold in Manchuria, and to that erroneous 
notion we now owe the assertions that there 
has been some backing down on Great 
Britain’s part. There has been no backing 
down. It would have been ridiculous for 
the British nation to maintain a position 
assumed originally under a false idea of 
the circumstances. 





Mr. Balfour, in his declaration of policy, 
renders it plain that had Russia limited 
herself to leasing Talien, making an open 
port of it, and carrying her Trans-Asian 
railway thither, Great Britain would not 
have sought to obtain any footing on the 
shores of the Gulf of Petchili. But from 
the moment that Russia obtained Port 
Arthur, a place not offering any tradal 
facilities, a naval station pure and simple, 
England’s hand was forced. She, too, had 
to seek a naval station in China’s northern 
waters, and Wei-hai-wei alone remained. 





RUSSIA IN KOREA. 
abe Seas, 

‘There have been a great many conjec- 
tures about the reason of Russia's with- 
drawal from Korea, one of them being 
that, in order toavert Japanese opposition 
to her Liaotung programme, Russia deter- 
mined to placate the Tokyo Government 
by an apparently self-effacing policy in 
Korea. The Mainicht Shimbun laughs 
that notion to scorn, anda 
lowing as the true explanation :—" When 
Russia first stretched out her hand over 
the Korean peninsula, she imagined that 
Japan would devise all kinds of pretexts 
for opposing the growth of her influence. 
If, on the other hand, Japan raised objec- 
tions, it would be difficult for Russia to 
achieve her programme of expansion to the 
south. The facts, however, belied Russian 
anticipations. Japan remained absolutely 
passive. The result was that she ceased 
to have any existence in the cyes of the 
St. Petersburg Government, and Russia 
concluded that she might comply with the 
wishes of the Koreans and abstain from 
all further interference. As for her in- 
fluence, however, it has not been either 
impaired or increased by the step. Be- 
sides, she has gained possession of Port 
Arthur and Talien, which command the 
Korean peninsula. She holds Korea in 
the hollow of her hand. - Its existence 
depends upon her will. To superficial 
observers she may seem to have abandon- 
ed Korea, but if we look a little deeper, 
it appears that all her plans with regard 
to the peninsula have matured. Nothing 
could be sillier than to imagine that any 
mutually advantageous exchange has been 
effected between Russia and Japan.” 








We have reproduced the AMainichi's 
explanation almost verbatim. Our readers 
will probably find it somewhat unintelli- 
gible. We found it so at first, But on 
mature reflection we conclude that our 
contemporary’s meaning is this :—Russia, 
recognising the necessity of making her 
influence paramount in the Korean penin- 
sula, and imagining that Japan entertained 
resolute desigus of the same nature, 
deemed it wise to put forth considerable 
strength. But she found after a time that 
she was quite mistaken about the strength 
of Japan's purpose; found, in short, that 
Japan need not Ve reckoned with, and 
that there was no occasion to run the risk 





of alienating the good will of the Koreans 
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by measures designed to push Japan out 
of thearena. Accordingly, Russia decided 
to efface herself for the moment, especially 
since she knew that her new position at 
Port Arthur and Talien would enable her 
to re-assert her influence over the Korean 
peninsula at any moment. Such seems 
to be the AMatnichi’s theory. It is a 
fantastic theory, in our opinion, but it 
derives some interest from its source, 





ENGLAND AND WEIHAIWEI. 
——— 

Mr, Balfour's statement of Great Britain’s 
policy, tallies at every point with the views 
advanced in these columns; views which 
could scarcely fail to present themselves 
to every thinking person. Great Britain 
can not afford to see a Power like Russia 
in undisputed command of the entrance 
to the Gulf of Petchili, and therefore of 
the chief tradal routes from southern to 
northern China. Some writers affect to 
be unable to understand why England 
should give special expression to her re- 
solve to secure free access to ths Gulf. 
So long as she is dominant at sea, they 
say, she can always be sure of making a 
path for herself anywhere. That is quite 
true so far as war-ships are concerned. 
But the question is of commercial routes. 
British fleets may be strong enough to go 
where they please, but if a foreign Power 
is seated at a point overlooking the track 
of merchant vessels, and can send out its 
men-of-war at any moment to interrupt 
their passage, a British squadron must be 
always within equally easy reach of the 
scene in order to guard against inconve- 
nient contingencies. The key-note of 
Great Britain’s policy is that she is deter- 
mined to secure the free navigation of 
the Gulf of Petchili by her mer- 
chantinen, and since Russia has insisted 
on placing herself at one side of the en- 
trance to the Gulf, England has no choice 
but to place herself at the other. 

















ENGLAND AND CHINA. 
=p 


It will be observed that in his statement 
of British policy, Mr. Balfour gives a very 
clear indication of the attitude of Her 
Majesty’s Government towards China. 
He is represented as saying that “he 
hoped China would maintain not only 
nominal but real suzerainty over her do- 
minions,” and that, Port Arthur being a 
purely naval port, its occupation by 
Russia “would have an undue influence 
on the counsels of the Peking Govern- 
ment.” All this indicates as plainly as 
possible that although England, in order to 
insure freedom of commercial navigation 
in the seas of northern China, finds it 
necessary to obtain a naval station at the 
entrance to the Gulf of Petchili, her 
presence there is a protection rather than 
a menace to the Chinese empire. She 
desires to assist the Middle Kingdom to 
preserve the substance, not the mere 
shadow, of its sovereignty, and she inti- 
mates to the Government in Peking that 
it may regard her squadrons at Wei-hai- 
wei as a friendly force. Further, Wei- 
hai-wei is to serve as a naval station for 
China as well as for England, and Chinese 
naval officers are to be trained by British 
instructors. On the whole the sequel of 
recent complications is to draw China and 
England much closer together than they 








were previously, 
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COUNT OKUMA ON THE SITUATION. 

The Yomiuri Shimbun attributes the 
following statement to Count Okuma with 
reference to England’s application for 
Wei-hai-wei:—" Of course it is to be 
presumed that our country has lodged a 
protest. She can not possibly remain 
silent. To say nothing would be to throw 
away her right to a voice with regard 
to the Eastern Question. There is no 
reason why she should fail to assert that 
important right. I presume that she has 
entered a protest. Still, when | observe 
that nothing has been said on the subject 
by either the vernacular press or the 
foreign press, I feel a little doubtful. The 
silence of the nation, too, seems strange. 
A strong foreign policy needs a strong 
people at the back of it. When the 
nation should be vehement in its endea- 
vours to urge officialdom forward, this 
popular quiescence is singular. As to 
what should be done in the event of our 
protest being disregarded, that isa secon- 
dary question. Whether recourse should, 
or should not, be had to practical measures 
would depend upon the conditions of the 
time, the strength of the country, and its 
interests. After due consideration of all 
those points, a decision should be taken. 
There is such a thing, too, as postponing 
further measures. It is not true that 
foreign politics can not be conducted 
without constantly warlike resolution. If 
war were the idea from the outset, diplo- 
macy would be useless. Even without 
going to war, what should be said ought 
to be said; what should be maintained 
ought to be maintained. A protest is a 
protest. It is a means of asserting our 
rights, Assert your rights and the sub- 
sequent steps of procedure follow in due 
course. They depend, however, on the 
policy of the time, and on circumstances 
and expediencies concerning which no- 
thing can be clearly predicated. There 
are folks in the world who make no effort 
on their own account, but trust that heaven 
will help them. That won’t do, To sit 
twiddling one’s thumbs and idly placing 
one’s trust in another country is to forfeit 
one’s opportuniti What lies within the 
range of a man’s capacity, he must do. 
Above all, when there is question of as- 
serting one’s rights and doing what is 
proper, why should there be any hesita- 
tion, The Cabinet will incur a heavy 
responsibility to the people if it keeps 
silence at this stage of the Far-Eastern 
Question. Undoubtedly our country ought 
to hold Wei-hai-wei. Russia having ob- 
tained a lease of Port Arthur, we ought 
s rly to obtain a lease of Wei-hai-wei, 
Uhat is absolutely necessary, not only for 
the purpose of preserving the balance of 
power, but also for China’s sake. The 
paying off of the Indemnity is not for the 
purpose of getting our forces out of Wei- 
hai-wei. It is because a gain of 30 
million yen (sic) of interest is made there- 
by, The leasing of the place may be 
regarded as an independent problem. At 
all events, this is atime for stout, resolute 
action.” 















The above appeared three days agoin 
the VYomiurt It has the ring of Count 
Okuma’s style, but the opinion expressed 
at the close—that Japan should retain 
possession of Wei-hai-wei—does not sound 
like the utterance of an eminently prac- 
tical statesman as Count Okuma is. We 
suspect that the Count spoke jnyjhe past 
tense, and that his Biterances Coe 










lated into the present by the reporter. 
That suspicion is confirmed by the follow- 
ing, which we translate from the Yorosu 
Choho of the 6th instant :—Yesterday, a 
member of our staff waited upon Count 
Okuma, and his Excellency spoke thus 
about foreign policy:—" The origin of 
the mistakes in Japan’s foreign policy 
was at the time of the retrocession of 
Liaotung. If the retrocession could not 
be avoided, the three Powers ought to 
have been informed that, while restoring 
the peninsula at their instance, Japan 
required that it should never be the ob- 
ject of another State’s aggression. Her 
failure to do so was the first error. The 
second was her silence when Germany 
seized Kiao-chou. The third, her silence 
when Russia obtained a lease of Port 
Arthur and Talien. It is too late to do any- 
thing now about England. The grounds for 
lodging a protest have disappeared. The 
time has passed. But there is still room 
for the exercise of diplomacy. | England is 
not a country that entertains feelings of 
hostility to Japan. Besides, she would 
much rather have Japan in possession of 
Wei-hai-wei than Russia. China, too, 
would con sider that, if she could get Japan 
lo guard Woi-hai-wei, she would be op- 
posing anobstacle to her own partition. 
Such being the state of affairs with regard 
to Russia, England, and China, it should 
not be difficult by a skilful exercise of 
diplomacy to find a way for Japan to re- 
cover some of her lost ground. Indeed, 
it should not only hbe not difficult but even 
easy. But I doubt whether those in office 
are capable of accomplishing it.” 














THE OUTCOME. 
ECE TOM) 


One of the opinions expressed by Tokyo 
journals is that Great Britain’s very power- 
ful naval demonstration in the Gulf of 
Petchili—or off Chefoo—is directed chiefly 
against Japan, since the latter is in pos- 
session of Wei-hai-wei, which Great Bri- 
tain desires to acquire. The Yomturd| 
Shimbun is the chief exponent of that 
view, and expresses considerable regret 
that such a conjuncture should have arisen. 
Atthe same time, our contemporary re- 
cognises that England’s hand is more or 
less forced on account of the necessity of 
preserving the balance of power, and that 
Wei-hai-wei in British possession would 
be a more re-assuring result from Japan's 
tpoint of view than its possession by a 
cer! other Power. Further, there is 
some reason to hope that the arrangement 
may prelude an alliance between England 
and Japan. It is true that in the Far. 
Eastern field of commerce Great Britain 
and Japan are likely to be rivals, but for 
military and naval reasons England has 
cause to look with greater concern on 
Japan’s future course in this part of the 
world than she has to regard the proceed- 
ings of Russia or Germany. With Russia 
at Port Arthur, England at Wei-hai-wei, 
and Germany at Liao-chou, China’s gullet 
isin the grasp of her enemies, and the 
question is, what course should Japan 
adopt? The Pomiurs thinks that Korea 
alone remains, and that Japan should 
endeavour to effect an understanding by 
h the interference of other Powers in 
Korean waters will be averted. It will be 
for China, as the $2j¢ Shempo justly ob- 
serves, to consider the expediency of 
moving her capital from Peking, which 
city cease to be eligible as soon as 
the entrance to the Gulf of Petchili is 
anded by Russia and England. 
































MR, MCLEAVY BROWN AND MR. 
ALEXCIAFF, 
preisinbaeee 

Mr. Alexcieff, when giving up the direc- 
tion of Korean finance, published a state- 
ment of the results achieved during his 
tenure of office.» It was a proceeding of 
questionable taste and still more question - 
able utility, for he had been only four 
months installed as financial adviser and 
his methods—assuming that he introduced 
some novelties—could scarcely have pro- 
duced any tangible results in so brief 
aperiod. To the general public, there- 
fore, it seemed that, in stating a case 
for himself through the columns of a 
newspaper, he was merely reaping where 
Mr. McLeavy Brown had sown for two 
years previously. That impression is now 
strongly confirmed by an answer which 
Mr. Alexcieff’s letter has evoked from 
Mr. McLeavy Brown. The latter proves 
that the former’s statement of accounts is 
very misleading. To describe in detail 
how Mr. Brown makes out his charge 
would weary our readers, It is sufficient 
to say that whereas Mr. Alexcieff gives 
$594,698 as the balance in the Treasury 
when he assumed control, Mr. Brown 
shows that the real figure was over a mil- 
lion dollars; and whereas Mr. Alexcieff 
shows an increment of the balance after 
his coming into office, he fails to note 
that the customs collections ($285,080) for 
the two months prior to his appointment 
were not entered in the books until a 
mouth afterwards. Finally, Mr. Alexcieff 
takes credit by implication for the growth 
of the balance during his exercise of con- 
trol, but Mr. Brown explains that such 
growth isa normal feature of the winter 
months. Mr. Brown’s letter does not con- 
tribute to Mr. Alexcieff’s reputation for 
fairness and accuracy. 








THE PROGRESSISTS AND THE 
GOVERNMENT. 
+ é 

A brief paragraph in the Michi Nichi 
Shimbun describes the result of the in- 
terview between the Prime Minister and 
a deputation of Progressists, consisting 
of Messrs, Oishi Masami, Kono Hironaka, 
Kudo Kokan, Komuchi Tomotsune, and 
Taguchi Ukichi, on the 7th instant. The 
deputies do not appear to have advanced 
any policy of their own for the Govern- 
ment’s acceptance. ‘They confined them- 
selves to recapitulating the salient events 
of the past few months—the seizure of 
Kiao-chou by Germany; acquisition of 
Port Arthur and Talien by Russia, and 
the promise of Wei-hai-wei to England— 
and, in view of these important occur- 
rences, asked for some information as to 
the course contemplated by the Govern- 
ment. Marquis Ito, in reply, entered into 
such particulars as admitted of open 
exposition, but said that it would be 
injurious to the interests of the nation to 
make any public statement of the policy 
which the Cabinet was in the act of pur- 
suing. He expressed his conviction, how- 
ever, that the empire’s prestige and its 
interests would be fully preserved by the 
Cabinet’s method of procedure. With 
that assurance the deputies had to be 
content. There will doubtless be an in- 
teresting debate on this subject when the 
Diet meets. 
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THE S1RONG FOREIGN. POLICY 
AGITATION. 
pee e 

The leaders of the Opposition have not 
abandoned, their agitation in the field of 
foreign affairs. Their deputation to the 
Prime Minister failed to elicit any infor- 
mation satisfactory from their point of 
view. Marquis Ito declined to enter into 
the details of the policy adopted by the 
Government. His reticence is obviously 
to be interpreted in the sense that some 
negotiations or pourparlers are now going 
on, or that the situation is not yet suffi- 
ciently settled to admit of public discus- 
sion. Under such circumstances the 
hands of party politicians ought to be tied 
by a consciousness of their obligation not 
to hamper the Cabinet by independent 
suggestion. But it would seem that the 
leaders of the Opposition deem the crisis 
too vital to warrant any semblance of in- 
difference. They have held another meet- 
ing, and appointed a committee of twenty 
well known members of the Houses of the 
Diet. The first function of the Committee 
is to discuss and report upon the resolu- 
tions adopted at the original meeting— 
namely, that a strong protest must be 
formulated against the actions of Russia 
and Germany in Liaotung and Shantung 
respectively, and that, in the event of the 
protest proving unfruitful, a resolute 
attitude must be adopted with regard to 
the evacuation of Wei-hai-wei. | Pending 
the Committee’s report no definite plat- 
form will be adopted by the agitators, but 
it would appear, from statements con- 
tained in their newspaper organs, that 
while they are generally agreed as to the 
menace that German, Russian, and French 
proceedings constitute to the peace of the 
Far East, they are undecided as to which 
of three lines of policy ought to be adopted. 
Briefly stated, the three views are these :— 
(1) When Japan took possession of the 
Liaotung Peninsula, Russia, France, and 
Germany obliged her torestore it, declaring 
that her retention of it would endanger the 
peace of the Far East. But almost before 
the echoes of their declaration had ceased 
to be audible, Russia and Germany took 
possession of important territories in 
Northern China, thereby acting inamanner 
directly contrary to their previous con- 
Their action is undoubtedly in- 
imical to the peace of the East, and the 
Japanese Government must endeavour to 
induce them to abandon the acquisitions 
they have made, (2) The cession of 
Kiao-chon to Germany hy China, and of 
Port Arthur and Yalien to Russia, im- 
perils th: peace of the East. In order, 
therefore, to redress the balance of 
power, Japan must ask for continued oc- 
cupation of Wei-hai-wei, or for the lease 
of some other suitable port. (3) The 
records of the past show that the Ito 
Cabinet is quite incompetent to deal with 
foreign affairs of such gravily as those 
how presenting themselves. The Minis- 
try must therefore be pulled down and 
replaced by one representing public 
opinion. 


























If the agitators can agree at all, their 








common stand-point will be the last pro- 
_ position, we imagine. Of course, there 
would be a delightful sense of ‘poetic 








justice in turning the weapons of the 
Three Powers against their own breasts, 
and pushing them out of their newly 
acquired territories just as they pushed 
Japan out of Shingking three years ago. 





But that satisfaction is FES, 


She would only invite a humiliating rebuff 
did she approach the Governments in 
Berlin and St. Petersburg with such a pro- 
test in her hand. The second programme, 
namely, to obtain from China the lease of 
some port in lieu of Wei-hai-wei, so as to 
preserve the balance of power for Japan, 
is certainly feasible; but there are evi. 
dently other and perhaps better ways of 
accomplishing the same end, and it re- 
mains to be seen whether the Ito Cabinet 
will not take, or is not now taking, one of 
those ways. The fact is, however, thal 
the advocates of this “strong foreign 
policy ” being members of the Opposition 
only, it is difficult to avoid the conviction 
that party feeling rather than national in- 
terest is the real motive, and that the 
overthrow of the Ito Cabinet will prove 
the only aim to which all sections can 
subscribe. 








THE REGRE1TABLE I!NCIDENT. 
eos 

The regrettable incident in the chapter 
of Far-Eastern history now nearly closed 
is that Great Britain's original idea about 
the opening of Talien to trade was not car- 
ried into effect. It will always seem that 
she suffered a rebuff at that point. She did 
not advance any independent proposal 
on the subject, but merely included the 
opening of the place among the conditions 
which she would require if she complied 
with China's application for a State- 
guaranteed loan. Hence, when China 
withdrew her application for financial aid, 
the concessions that she would have had 
to pay for it natually passed out of the 
field of discussion, Still the diplomatic 
victory certainly seems to have rested 
with Russiain that case. Russia succeed- 
ed in preventing China from pursuing her 
programme of a British national loan, and 
then immediately obtained for herself one 
of the chief concessions that England 
wanted for making the loan. It is true 
that Talien has been opened to trade, 
But it is also true that Port Arthur has 
become a Russian naval station, which 
would not have been the case had Talien 
been opened under English auspices. 
The Chinese Government must feel pretty 
bad now about the whole thing. 








WAOLE CLOTH. 
- = 

The Mainichi Shimbun, which now leads 
the attack upon the Government's foreign 
policy, publishes a remarkable story. It 
says that England originally urged the 
Japanese Cabinet to retain possession of 
Wei-hai-wei, The Cabinet, however, re- 
plied that, not only was Japan without 
any desire to keep the place, but she 
would be glad if England occupied it, for 
there was a strong probability that when 
the Japanese troops were with drawn, 
Germany would try to get possession, 
and Japan would prefer to see England 
there, Hence, in asking for the reversion 
of the port, the British Government did 
not show any want of consideration for 
Japan. On the other hand, it was im- 
possible for the [to Cabinet to offer any 
subsequent remonstrance to England's 
procedure, or seek to keep the place for 
Japan. That is the story told by the 
Mainicht Shimbun, with some show of 
hesitation, it must be admitted. A likely 
talein sooth. The Mainichi has a vivid im- 








agination and a peor notion of its readers’ 


pigsices 












THE “ KUMIAI" CHURCHES AND 
THE DOSHISHA. 
is z 

The annual meeting of the Kumiai 
Churches of Japan is now in session. One 
of the resolutions passed in the first 
session was to the effect that the recent 
action of the Trustees of the Doshisha is 
“immoral.” Supplementing the numerous 
and strong expressions of condemnation 
formulated by the newspaper and magazine 
organs of religious bodies of all denomina- 
tions throughout the country, this resolu- 
tion ought to convince the Trustees of the 
necessity of either acknowledging their 
error and evoking their action, or coming 
forward with same explanation of their 
conduct. Among the names of the Trus- 
tees are those of several men who, pre- 
viously to this lamentable occurrence, 
possessed a large measure of public con- 
fidence and respect. It is difficult, if not 
impossible, to imagine that such persons 
would have adopted a course for which 
they did not discover full justification. 
What is that justification ? The Japanese 
show singular calmness in the presence of 
injurious reports. Asa rule they believe 
and trust the adage “rumour lives only 
seventy-five days.” Apparently the Trus- 
tees of the Doshisha are acting upon that 
principle. They are mistaken. ‘This act 
of theirs will never be forgotten. It will 
be handed down in the pages of history 
as a permanent disgrace to Japan unless 
they can offer some convincing explana- 
tion. 


Our readers will learn, from the Rev. 
Dr. Gordon’s letter which we print else- 
where, that the representatives of the 
Kumiai churches have taken very decisive 
action with regard to the Doshisha in- 
cident. We referred to this matter cur- 
sorily in a previous issue, but Dr. Gordon 
gives the full particulars. It is to be 
hoped that the Kumiai churches will push 
the matter unflinchingly. It is to be 
hoped, also, that the ‘Trustees will be pre- 
vailed upon to publish some explanation 
of their conduct. They must have some 
explanation. It is inconceivable that they 
should have adopted such a course with- 
out an excuse that satisfied their own con- 
sciences. The affair, as it stands, is 
inexplicable. 











7HE DEMONSTRATION. 
Z eles 

It appears to us that there has been 
much ado about nothing: People have 
been talking about a big naval demonstra- 
tion on Great Britain’s part, and cither 
ridiculing it or applauding it, but, after 
all, do we know that there has been a de- 
monstration? We know that a large part 
of Her Majesty’s ships on this station 
were to assemble at Chefoo by the 5th 
instant, and we know that eight vessels 
were there on the 3rd, but we do 
not know that they ‘demonstrated’ or 
made any extraordinary movements what- 
ever. Their assembly in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the scene where the 
events of the epoch were occurring seems 
a natural precaution. That was the pro- 
per place for them. But, so far as we can 
see al present, the “ great demonstration 
in the Gulf of Petchili” never went farther 
than the columns of Zhe Times anda 
Reuter’s telegram. It will be as well to 
suspend comments on the event until we 
krfoWWVN@NEP TE occurred 








April 16, 1898.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL, 


391 


ee ee eee ae eee ee 





FOREIGN ARENT. IN FAPAN. 

Mr. W. Silver Hall who addresses us 
on the subject of foreign patents in Japan, 
has devoted so much thought and trouble 
to the question that we are unwilling to 
leave his communication unanswered, 
though his failure to grasp the cardinal 
points of the discussion causes us much 
surprise and some despair. The kernel 
of the matter is extraterritorial jurisdic- 
tion, yet Mr. Hall now writes as though 
no such thing as extraterritorial jurisdic- 
tion need be considered at all, and grows 
quite caustic over the situation that re- 
sults from the severity of his logic as he 
imagines, but reality from his con- 
tinued indifference to the central factor 
of the complication. We confess to hav- 
ing grown somewhat weary of the subject, 
and our readers are probably in the same 
plight. However, since Mr. Hall’s want 
of comprehension can not be singular, 
we shall endeavour to re-state the case 
in the easiest possible terms, and, by way 
of text, will take Mr. Hall’s own words 
(using his italics) :-— 








Fist, as tegards your Japan friend J., who ve 
givtess » pat Grent Britain, As y 
say, that patent is protected against violat 
Bettish subjects (and for that a by his own 
fellow-countrymen or persons of any other nati 
ality) in the United Kingdom, Wut it is not pro- 
tected from sunilar violation in Fapan. But who 
on earth ever expected that it would be so protect. 
ed in Japan? Not the O.LP. (ordinarily intels 
ligent person) [ should hope. 

T take the converse case: Does the solitary 
foreigner—an American, | believe—who has suc 
ceeded in obtaining a Japanese patent, in 
fora moment that tl! 
America against ngemer 
either by Japanese or his own © 
he takes the proper steps to pr 
second—United States—pate 
dian takes out a patent in Bul 
does that patent p: 

Then why 
we Her ic Majesty's Courts in ‘es . 
“have no competence whatever in regard tw 
patents trgistered in Great Britain,” be 
pelted to answer We take 
of Japanese law which protects the patent (pre 
that registered in Engl as you 
one only and use the definite article) * 
Ol course they can © take no cogni- 
such Japanese Lew exists for 
ho patents, either in Japan ot 
elsewhere, and whether held by Japanese ot 
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All the above is a mélange of very 
ular misapprehension and confusion 
of ideas. The first proposition to be noted 
is that reciprocity of protection must be 
guaranteed by the two parties to the con- 
tract. A Japanese patent registered in 
Great Britain must be: secured against 
violation by British subjects within the 
jurisdiction of the United Kingdom. Is 
that condition satisfied? British subjects 
residing in Japan are within the jurisdic. 
tion of the United Kingdom, but there is 
no machinery to restrain them from vio- 
lating Japanese patents registered in 
Great Br The British Courts in 
Japan have no competence to enforce the 
patent laws of England. If a British 
subject living in London—let us say— 
violated a Japanese patent registered in 
England, he could be punished by the 
English law courts. But if the same 
British subject repaired to Yokohama, 
he might violate the same patent with 
impunity. Such is the result of extra- 
territorial jurisdiction with regard to 
Japanese inventions patented in Eng- 
land. Consider, now, the other case, that 
of a Japanese patent registered in Japan. 
Under ordinary circumstan 














*/his patent (no} 
‘Jand sues him in a British Consular Court, 


of the Japanese realm would devolve on 
the Japanese Authorities alone. They 
ought to be able to guarantee it against 
violation by any person in the empire of 
Japan, whatever his nationality. Can they 
do so? They can not, for all British sub- 
jects—we confine ourselves to one na- 
tionality for the sake of explicitness—all 
British subjects residing in Japan are ex- 
empted from Japanese jurisdiction. The 
Japanese law courts, therefore, have no 
competence to compel a_treaty-port 
Englishman’s observance of Japanese 
patent laws, and the British Consular 
Courts, if appealed to, would reply that 


they too are incompetent for such a 
purpose, Hence the result of the extra- 
territorial system is that a Japanese 


patent registered alike in Japan and 
Great Britain, is not guaranteed against 
violation by British subjects. The Japan- 
ese Authorities can protect a British 
patent registered in Japan against viola- 
tion by Japanese subjects, but the British 
Authorities, owing to their interpretation 
of extraterritorial jurisdiction, have no 
machinery for protecting Japanese patents 
whether registeredin Japan, or in England, 





y} or in both, against violation by British sub- 


jects. We see no way of stating the facts 
more lucidly. If Mr. Silver Hall does 
not now apprehend them, the fault is 
not ours. If he does apprehend them 
he will perceive how amazingly irrelevant 
is his talk about a Canadian taking out a 
patent in Bolivia, where the extraterritorial 
problem has no existence. He will per- 
ceive, too, that his “ closer examination ” 
of our previous article has convinced him 
that we did not say precisely what we did 
say, and do now repeat, namely, that ‘if 
a Japanese subject holding a Japanese 
patent finds that a Britisher is infringing 
in England, but) in Japan, 





his application will be dismissed.” Mr. 
Silver Hall confesses that when he fir: 
read our article he received the impression 
that we had charged the British Consular 
Courts with incompetence of that kind, 
but closer examination convinced him of 
his error, and led him to wonder how the 
© ordinarily intelligent person ” would in- 
terpret our writing. The ‘ordinarily 
intelligent person’’ probably received 
the same first impression as Mr. Silver 
Hall received, and retained it, in which 
case he was perfectly right. As to this 
state of affairs ‘not having been brought 
about by the Japanese concession to grant 
patents to foreigners” and being, there- 
fore, beside the point, as our correspond- 
ent affirms, we would ask Mr. Hall, what 
ix the point, Is it not that the patent law 
of Japan, in its present form, can not be 
administered so as to afford protection to 
foreign patents, and that Japanese le 
lators are coisequently blamed for fraim- 
ing an unpractical and illiberal enactment ? 
And is not the reply of the Japanese that 
their law was never intended to protect 
toreign patents, not because they are un- 
willing to protect them, but because the 
existence of extraterritorial jurisdiction 
constitutes a barrier to the reciprocal pro- 
tection of Japanese patents by foreign 
Powers? If Mr. Silver Hall grasps these 
facts he will see that the part of our 
original statement which to him appears 
beside the mark, is in truth most relevant 
and most essential. 




















We really must be excused for declining] 


follow our correspondent’s arguments 





cesthe duty of 
protecting sucha patent FEOHY 


oO 
be further. If he does not know the! i 


difference between the practice of the 
United States Consular Courts and that of 
other Consular Courts in Japan, it is 
because he took no note in past years of 
one of the burning questions of the time, 
a question discussed ad namseam in the 
columns of the local foreign press. If he 
finds the Japanese law of patents quite 
unsuited for extension to foreign inventors, 
that is because it was not originally de- 
signed to beso extended. If he thinks 
that the mere fact of prior registration in 
a foreign country should not be held to con- 
stitute, “ previous use ” in the sense of the 
Japanese law, he raises a question of inter- 
pretation already settled by legal experts. 
We have ourselves said that we consider 
the present state of affairs most unsatis- 
factory. Our object in writing about 
it has been, not to endorse it, but to ex- 
plain its origin, and to point out that it is 
altogether temporary since the operation 
of the Revised Treaties will at once bring 
a remedy. It is doubtless owing to the 
latter consideration and to their full un- 
derstanding of the case that the Chambers 
of Commerce do not move, though Mr. 
Hall wonders at their inactivity. 








THE SUGAMO PRISON. 


eg 
A few days ago some residents of Yoko- 
hama paid a visit to Sugamo prison and 











inspected the cells and all the arrange- 
ments. With reference to this event, it 
is stated, we observe, by a Yokohama 
journal that the visit was in consequence 
of an invitation addressed by the Japanese 
Authorities to the Committee of the Yoko- 
hama Chamber of Commerce. That is a 
mistake. The Japanese Authorities 
not take any action whatever in the matter, 
The visit was entirely of a private nature, 
It is always possible for foreigners, whe- 
ther residents or tourists, to obtain access 
to Japanese j and law courts, and they 
can count on meeting with courtesy and 
attention. Considering the questions now 
on the fapis, the gentlemen who visited 
Sugamo and informed themselves of the 
actual conditions existing at a Japanese 
prison seem to have taken a very wise 
step, and we venture fo suggest that others 
might follow their example. ‘Ihe visitors 
were Mr. R. D. Robison, President of the 
Yokohama Chamber of Commerce, Mr. 
W. F. Mitchell, and Mr, E. Flint Kilby. 
Doubtless they will embody the results of 
their observation in a report for presenta- 
tion to the Chamber. 


A BIG STEAMSHIP DEAL, 


We learn that the D tsche 
Rhederei zu Hamburg, generally known as 
the Kingsin Line, whose vesselx have been 


running from Hamburg and ports to China 
























Dampfsel 





“lad Japan for several years, have sold their 


fleet und interests in the Far East to the Ham- 
barg-America Company, which has just started 
running steamers to this part of the world. 
Paiticulars of the working of the new joint line 
have not yet been teceived, but so far as cargo 
canying goes there can be no doubt that the 
Hamburg-America line will henceforth be in a 
very strong position, 

















WE] HAI WEI AND PORT ARTHUR, 
———_+~—_— 


Neither Port Arthur nor Wei-hai-wei is to be 
opened to trade: that is qnite evident, Indeed 
there are no special reasons for opening them. 
To the Gern however, it will be some 
satisfaction to know that their project of 
gaining a paramount footing in the tnde of 
Shangtung, will wot be disturbed by the prox- 
Uf a com eting Bri Settlement. 
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FAPANESE TOPICS. 
See 

It would appear that much inconveni- 
ence has been caused in Korea by the 
action of the Government in forbidding 
the use of Japanese silver yen—stamped 
coins—for  tax-paying purposes. ‘The 
fact is that no other coins are available. 
Of course it was concluded, at the time 
when the prohibition was issued, that the 
Russian financial adviser of the Korean 
Government had recommended the step 
as part of the anti-Japanese policy attri- 
buted to his country in Korea. ‘The in- 
ference may have been unjustifiable— 
very probably was, Nevertheless, now 
that the Russian shadow has been re- 
moved, there is a movement on foot for 
restoring the yen to its former rank as a 
medium of exchange. The Séul branch 
of the First National Bank has telegraph- 
ed to the head office in that sense. 





Has the Japanese nation’s perception 
of foreign politics really become so much 
more acute during the A/esi era as some 
folks claim that it has? Such is the 
question (o which a certain diplomat, 
speaking through the columns of the 
Fiji Shimpo, returns a uegative answer. 
It is undoubtedly true that the number of 

ersons disposed to meddle in the country’s 
oreign affairs has increased. But it 
were an optimistic view to conclude that 
the public grasp of such matters is much 
more intelligent than it was a dozen years 
ago. There is altogether too much of the 
romantic in the minds of the Japanese. 
They do not recognise that the safety of 
the State is the very foundation of sound 
foreign policy, but are disposed to imagine 
that the country should undertake the task 
of succouring the weak and opposing the 
strong. Some would be content with more 
aclivity, whatever ils objects, and are 
ready to insist that unless the Government 
is making itself heard all round, the natio- 
nal prestige suffers. The average Occi- 
dental’s idea of foreign policy is very 
different. He does not deny that there 
may be occasions when to help another is 
the best method of helping oneself, but he 
does deny that a State should ever allow its 
own welfare to be subservient to impulses 
of romantic altruism. 


The present leader of the Liberals in 
the Diet is Mr. Hayashi Yazo. Much in- 
terest attaches, therefore, toa statement 
said to have been made by him with 
reference to the relations between his 
Party and the Cabinet. Speaking briefly, 
he does not lead the public to infer that 
any Coalition has been established. There 
was some talk of such an arrangement at 
the time of the organization of the 
Cabinet, but, as a general election then 
inpended, nothing definite could be 
settled. Nor has anything been yet 
settled, though pourparlers are evi- 
dently taking place. Mr. Hayashi thinks 
that if the Ministry joins hands with 
the Liberals, the latter ought to receive 
at least as much official consideration 
as they had when a coalition exist. 
ed in 1885.6. In other words Count 
Itagaki ought to have the portfolio of 
Home Affairs. The Count is too ill at 
present to be put forward for the post, 
but his claim is none the less valid. Mr, 
Hayashi further thinks that some dis- 
cussion must be held with reference to 
finance. He does not express any 








definite views, but one can er from| who think that he is going to Soul partly 
his language that, there sis dis, NIL @ suggestion of Count Inouye, and 
a iN 





among the Liberals to query the wisdom 
of too restrictive a programme in econo- 
mical affairs, and to advocate the in- 
troduction of foreign capital. 


The Liberals seem to be taking a mode- 
rate and sensible attitude towards foreign 
affairs, They have been approached by the 
agitators who desire to contrive the adop- 
tion of a “strong foreign policy,” but their 
reply has been that the circumstances are 
too grave to permit hasty treatment, and 
that, as a general principle, they object 
to making foreign politics a plank in the 
platform of a political party unless the 
interests of the country clearly demand 
such a course. A well-known Liberal— 
Mr. Suzuki Jubi—asks what are to be the 
practical stages of the Progressists’ 
scheme of protest. To whom is the pro- 
test to be addressed? Not surely to 
China. That would bea little ridiculous. 
Is it to be addressed, then, to Germany, 
France, and Russia? Toall three simul- 
taneously or to each separately? If the 
latter, what is to be the order of proce- 
dure? Ifthe former, what will Japan do 
in the very probable event of her protest’s 
being cavalierly rejected? There is no- 
thing in sight except failure and humilia- 
tion should such a line be adopted. 
Japan is not strong enough to place her- 
self athwart the path of the great Euro 
pean Powers, She would merely be 
thrust ignominiously aside. She had 
better make up her mind definitely in the 
first. place whether she wishes to join 
hands with England or with Russia. 
That decision must have a vital bearing 
on her procedure at this juncture. 


The “strong-policy ” agitators have now 
abandoned the idea of attempting to re- 
tain Wei-hai-wei. They are persuaded 
that from a strategical as well as a financial 
point of view, Japan had better not at- 
lempt to keep the place. Thus their 
programme narrows itself to protesting 
against the action of Russia and Germany 
in encroaching upon Chinese territory. 
The Nichi Nicki Shimbun, under such cir- 
cumstances, naturally finds a very weak 
spot in their armour. Never was there a 
more belated protest, it says. Japan waits 
until all the objectionable facts are ac- 
complished and then raises her voice 
against them. What seems particularly 
quaint in the eyes of the Nichi Nichi is 
that friends and supporters of the former 
Cabinet have allied themselves with this 
agitation. The seizure of Kiao-chon by 
Germany took place while the Matsukata 
Ministry was in Power, yet the Govern- 
ment maintained strict silence, and its 
political allies did not think of censuring 
its reticence. Now, however, they blame 
the present Cabinet for not taking a step 
which, were it to be taken at all, should 
have been taken by the former Cabinet. 








‘The Japanese continue to be much per- 
plexed about the motives of Russia’s 
action in suddenly abandoning the posi- 
tion that she had taken such pains to 
acquire in Korea, But there is an idea 
growing up that Japan will obtain in the 
Korean field some compensation for her 
effacement in Liaotung and Shantung. 
Mr. Shibusawa Eiichi, President of the 
First National Bank, is to visit Korea ina 
few days. His journey is undertaken 
ostensibly for the purpose of determining 
the advisability of extending the opera- 
tions of the Bank, but there are persons 










that his trip may prove the prelude of a 
new Gnancial departure by Japan in the 
peninsula, It is a very vague kind of 
surmise, but we refer to it as illustrating 
the conviction that in turning her back 
upon China Japan is likely to assume a 
new attitude towards Korea. 











It was supposed that the extraordinary 
session of the Diet, to be opened next 
month, would have passed without any 
special collision between the Government _ 
and the Opposition, the only important 
questions brought up for discussion being 
some supplementary Budgets and the 
remaining portions of the Civil Code. But 
the Mainichi Shimbun predicts that the 
facts will greatly belie that forecast, Two 
topics of paramount importance will be 
introduced: the first, a resolution con- 
demning the Government's financial pro- 
gramme; the second, an Address to the 
Throne impeaching the Cabinet’s foreign 
policy. Weare not told anything about 
the nature of the objections to the finan- 
cial measures of Count Inouye, but only 
that they are to be attacked, 


Count Itagaki, although he is said tobe 
too ill to think of undertaking official 
duties, is reported to have delivered an 
address at a meeting of the standing com- 
mitlee of the Liberal Party on the rith 
instant. He took foreign politics as a 
subject and told his audience that the 
cardinal point to be observed in shaping 
a country’s foreign policy was the national 
strength. In his opinion Japan has not 
grown stronger since the war, and that to 
set herself in opposition to Russia and 
Germany at the present juncture would be 
madness, For that view the Liberal leader 
can scarcely claim any novelty, but it is 
curious to note that he proceeded to com- 
bat the wisdom of an Anglo-Japanese 
alliance for the very same reasons that 
have recently swayed foreign conserva- 
tives, namely, differences of race, of 
religion, and of sentiment, He appeared 
k that Japan could conclude such 
ance if she wished to do so, but he 
expressed doubts as to whether it would 
work satisfactorily, and he inclined to the 
opinion that more would be expected from 
Japan than accorded to her. 






It is thought that many of the contracts 
now made for the importation of foreign 
rice are purely speculative. They are 
classed, in short, with the operations in 
shares that took place last year. Most of 
the contracts provide that payment shall 
be made within two months from the 
time of the arrival of the rice, and the great 
object is to sell the contracts at a profit 
before the time for implementing them 
comes. The Nippon publishes some views 
said to be those of an expert in such 
matters, His opinion is that there will be 
something like a débacle in the rice 
market about June’ next, when great 
quantities of the imported cereal will have 
to be disposed of, and the price of foreign 
rice will fall appreciably, dragging down 
with it the price of Japanese rice also. 
On the other hand, the prospects of the 
barley crop are said to be inferior, and— 
should that prove to be the case, a further 
appreciation of rice may be looked for, 

The appropriation asked for by the 
Communications Department this year was 
fifteen million yen, but the Finance Mini- 
ster reduced that total by 1,700,000. It 
appsays| that, the reduction was entirely 


sonneged hh railway construction. 
C TIN 
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The general work in that branch of pub 
enterprise will not be interfered with, but 
the extension of the Tohoku line will not 
be carried beyond Yonezawa, and on the 
Kiushu road nothing will be done, as work 
has not been commenced there, and the 
whole sum destined for the purpose, 
namely, 400,000 yen, has been disallowed. 
It must be confessed that the necessity 
of retrenchment in the field of productive 
public enterprise is unfortunate for Japan. 


The results of the Tobacco Monopoly 
are very interesting {o observe. It has 
frequently been pointed out in these 
columns that the system adopted by the 
Government does not seem calculated to 
attain the ends in view, and that far larger 
profits might be realized by a much stm- 
ple and safer plan. However, the mono- 
poly as originally organized is now in full 
working order, and we learn from verna- 
cular newspapers that the results antici- 
pated during the fiscal year just com- 










menced—the 31st year—are these :— 
Ven. 

Grons Receipts ‘ 7.320,000 
Expenses of Manag. 1,027,000 
Taterest on cost of Br s.. 210,500 
Interest on Capital Fund ...... 250,000 

Total Expenditures ...... 1.487.500 
Net Proceeds of Monopoly ... 5,832,500 


The income obtained from the Tobacco 
Tax in force in the fiscal year 1896-7 was 
2,950,327 yer, so that the financial ad- 
vantage of the monopoly system is 
2,882,173 yes—a poor result compared 
with the possibilities in sight by other 
methods, 


The steady appreciation of prices and 
the consequent difficulty of making ends 
meet are beginning to be visible in the 
field of education. It is alleged that 
many students who have come from the 
provinces to attend schools and colleges in 
Tokyo find themselves obliged to abandon 
the hope of graduating, and are returning 
home daily. ‘The diminution of provincial 
students in the capital owing to this cause 
is estimated at from twenty to thirty per 
cent. of the whole number, and it is alleged 
that the usual spring examinations for 
admission to the Tokyo schools show 
a reduction of nearly one half in 
the number of youths presenting them- 
selves. It has been-calculated that the 
cost of education at the Imperial Un- 
iversity is from 10} to 144 yes per 
month—ingluding, of course, board and 
lodging, books, and petty expenses, but 
excluding clothes ;—that a lad can attend 
one of the Ordinary Middle School at an 
expense of from 9 to 13 yen, aud that the 
outlay of a student at a common school is 
from 6 to 10 yen. These figures are 
small enough, but it is plain that they 
represent a painful effort on the part of 
the middle classes. 








A very shocking accident occurred on 
the 8th instant on the Kiushu Railway. 
The train which left Kotake on the Chi- 
kuho main line at 8.25 a.m. reached 
Kotai on the branch line safely, and was 
about to start for the coal mine when the 
engine blew up with a violent detonation, 
the fragments flying to great distances 
and causing considerable damage to 
houses in the village of Kotai. It is 
stated that the chimney of the locomotive 
travelled a distance of over 3,000 yards 
before falling. No casualties to life or 
limb were caused in the village, but it 
need scarcely be said that the engine- 
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driver and stoker were both killed. The 
latter’s body was blown to a distance of 
seven or eight yards and was so terribly 
scalded that the flesh came off when an 
attempt was made to raise the unfortunate 
man. The engine-driver’s plight was no 
better. He fell in the doorway of the 
station, and is reported to have risen 
to his feet and shouted towards the loco- 
motive “You have killed me too, man- 
eating No. 23, have you?” The Nichi 
Nicht Shimbun says that this engine No. 
23, had already caused the death of seve- 
ral people, and that the name of ‘ man- 
eater ” had been given to it, but whether 
its destructive power were exercised in 
running over the victims or in scalding 
them to death our contemporary does not 
explain. The stoker, though quite un- 
conscious of surrounding objects, exclaim- 
ed repeatedly before he died that there 
had been plenty of water in the boiler. 
A pointsman and five men at a crossing 
were also injured, the pointsman fatally, it 
is feared. There is talk, naturally, of 
foul play—a charge of dynamite among 
the coal, and so on—but probably the 
simplest explanation the true one, a 
boiler explosion. 





If journalistic opinion has influence with 
the Japanese public the doings of the 
“ strong-foreign-policy”” agitators have 
not much chance of gaining popularity. 
The fatally weak point in their position is 
perceived and attacked. If Japan has any 
valid grounds for protesting against the 
procedure of Russia and Germany in the 
Far East, she should have presented her 
protest five months ago when Germany 
seized Kiao-chou. That was the very 
| fons et ortgo mali. Russia laid her hand 
upon Liaotung because Germany had 
grasped Kiao-chou, and England’s occupa: 
tion of Wei-hai-hei was an inevitable segus- 
tur. It would be supremely ridiculous for 
Japan to spring up now, like a person 
suddenly awakened out of sleep, and 
raise her voice against events which she 
should have objected to at the outset if 
she intended to object at all. Her silence 
when the Kiao-chou incident came upon 
the ¢apis disqualified her for making pro- 
tests at a later date. 


The Mainichi Shimbun las become 
ominously mysterious about this question. 
It says that the course of events may be 
divided into three periods. Germany has 
the honour of appropriating the whole 
of the first period. Her scizure of Kiao- 
chou is put in a class by itself and con- 
stitutes era No 1. Russia’s acquisition 
of the Liaotung Peninsula and England's 
lease of Wei-hai-wei fill up the second 
period. In the first period, the Japanese 
Government and the Japanese people alike 
remained quiescent, In the second 
period, the Government still sat with 
folded arms, but the people rose and 
clamoured for action, denouncing the 
statesmen in power as “brainless and 
impotent.” That is all explicit enough. 
But now comes the mystery. When is 
the third period to commence, asks our 
contemporary. At the time for withdraw- 
ing the Japanese garrison from Wei-hai- 
wei, or subsequently to that event? What 
the third period means we are not told, but 
dark, hints are thrown out that before it 
draws to a close the very existence of Japan 
may be threatened. There is something 
decidedly clever about the tactics of the 
agitators on this occasion. They can not be 


























said to have appealed distinctly to public 
opinion, because the grounds of appeal ace 





too vague to invite reflection. But they 
are appealing very successfully to public 
curiosity. Everybody wants to know not 
what they are going to do, but what they 
really think, They have managed to en- 
velop their view in such clouds of mystery 
that no one can decipher it. 


We were recently treated by the Yorosu 
Choho to aw alleged interview with Mar- 
quis Ito, in which that statesman was 
represented as making some remarkable 
statements. Subsequent inquiry showed 
that Marquis Ito had not been interviewed 
at all, and had never made any statements 
of the kind attributed to him. The Vorosu 
Choho's versions of the views expressed 
by Japanese publicists must therefore be 
taken. with extreme caution, They pos- 
sess indeed the piquant feature of a 
lottery: they may be true and they may 
be false, and the reader has the privilege 
of balancing the probabilities. Consequ- 
ently, itis not with the idea of endorsing 
or confirming the Vorosu's latest effort in 
this line that we allude to it, but merely 
to afford our readers an opportunity of 
guessing. The interviewed’ person is 
Viscount Aoki, and the topic, as_ will 
readily be conjectured, is foreign policy. 
The ex-Minister to Germany declined 
to make any particular statement, being 
precluded from doing so by his. official 
connexions. But he did not mind assert- 
ing the general truth that in order to have 
a working policy, every country must 
possess a definite object. England, for 
example, makes commercial expansion 
her object ; Russia aims at territorial ag- 
grandisement, and Germany and France 
have their own specific purposes. Thus, 
whenever any ove of those States finds 
itself required to deal with an incident, its 
Ministers can choose the right line at once, 
since they know the destination to be 
reached. But Japan has no basis of policy 
and therefore no superstructure. Having 
expended a sigh over this lamentable 
state of affairs, the Viscount was asked to 
give his own definition of what ought to 
be Japan’s national policy, but he re- 
mained silent and sighing—a condition 
which naturally gives the Forosu au op- 
portunity of observing that a diplomat 
without a policy is not fit to be sent to 
China in charge of Japanese. The Yorozu 
Choho is at least ingenious. We have 
been disposed to think, lately, that scur- 
rilily was its sole accomplishment, but the 
inventive faculty seems to be there also. 


It is, perhaps, worth noting that the 
utterances falsely attributed to Marquis Ito 
by the Yorosu Choho were reproduced by 
Yokohama local journals, but no contra- 
diction of them has ever found its way 
into the columns of the latter. If it was 
worth while to tell the public what the 
Prime Minister was supposed to have 
said, it ought also to have been worth 
while to explain that he did not say what 
had been attributed to him. As a mere 
question of journalistic interest that view 
of the case might have suggested itself. 
We say nothing of accuracy: such a con- 
sideration is a little old-fashioned. 


The project of a union of Japanese 
cotton-spinning companies has been 
brought on the ¢apts. It was started 
some time ago, and seemed to be in a 
fair way to be realized when the circum- 
stances that had suggested it underwent 
alleration. Those circumstances were, of 


course, a falling off in the demand for 
yarns abroad and at home, and such a 
Origi 
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decline of prices that the profits of the 
mills fell away lamentably. A sudden 
revival of demand set in, however, and 
the talk of a combination ceased to be 
heard. But the improvement did not 
hold. Prospects have again become 
gloomy, and several of the leading mill- 
owners, headed by the Mitsui, are re- 
opening the question of a cooperative 
league. If the purpose of such a league 
were to prevent competition among 
Japanese manufacturers in domestic and 
foreign markets, its organization would 
be intelligible. Possibly that idea 
enters into the programme. But 
the main motive, as we gather from ver- 
nacular journals, is to obtain a subsidy 
from the Government. Such devices 
ought to be out of fashion by this time. 
Seldom indeed can it be justifiable to em- 
ploy public money for the purpose of 
promoting private enterprise. In this 
case the contemplated effect of the bounty 
is to enable cotton-spinners to place their 
yarns in the Chinese market at prices 
lower than those demanded for Indian or 
Shanghai yarns. In other words, the 
Japanese people are put to their hands in 
their pockets for the benetit ultimately of 
Chinese consumers. If a sufficient de- 
mand does not already exist in China for 
this particular staple, it would be vain to 
attempt to create an artificial demand by 
the method proposed. 


MARQUIS I10 ON FAPAN'S FOREIGN 
POLICY. 
aoe Se 

The Yorodsu Choho prints what pro- 
fesses to be a verbatim report of certain 
remarks made by Marquis Ito on the 5th 
instant, after his Excellency’s return from 
Oiso, to a statesman not now in the Go- 
vernment:—“ Truly the so-called ‘strong- 
foreign-policy advocates’ are a great 
trouble. They appear to have no idea 
about anything except a country’s draw. 
ing back. What is to be done with men 
who get up an empty agitation without 
any intelligent reference to the nation’s 
real strength or its status vis-a-vis other 
nations? It is impossible to be more 
mistaken than they are when they imagine 
that diplomacy does not demand any re- 
solution to fight if necessary and that the 
mere lodging of a protest ends everything, 
What can be accomplished now-a-days 
in foreign politics without real strength? 
All the countries that have laid hands 
upon China were enabled to do so be- 
cause they are veritably powerful. If a 
protest is made and disregarded, what 
are you to do? Unless you have con- 
sidered your ultimate course you merely 
become an object of ridicule. England 
with all her strength and all her array of 
ships enters Port Arther, which is Russia’s, 
and makes a demonstration, but Russia 
does not budge. She knows perfectly 
well that England has not the resolution 
to fight with her. Thus England’s de- 
monstration is converted into a laughing 
stock, Again, supposing that Japan 
obtained Wei-hai-wei, how could she keep 
it? Such a poor, unproductive place could 
never be retained. There isa much better 
plan. Keep your eyes open and you will 
see it, The so-called ‘strong-foreign 
policy’ men are coming to-morrow to give 
me some advice, Ihear. They may come, 
but it is not to be supposed that the 
secrets of diplomacy can be disclosed to 
them, especially in the case of a pro- 
gramme that it under negotiation. One 











can only listen to what opinions they 
have to offer. There is no objection to 
that.” 


Some of the statements attributed in 
the above to Marquis Ito are so obviously 
unlikely to have emanated from the 
Prime Minister, and are, at the same time, 
calculated to produce such a bad impres- 
sion, that we have thought it advisable to 
make direct application to his Excellency 
for contradiction or confirmation, and we 
are authorized to say that the whole 
account is a fabrication. Marquis Ito has 
not addressed any language of the kind 
to any one. The précis given by the 
Yorodsu Choho may be dismissed as pure 
invention. 








DEATH OF MR. E. CHIOSSONE. 
Se ge 

It is with great regret that we announce 
the death of Mr. Edward Chiossone, which 
took place at his residence in Tokyo at 
2am. on the irthinst. Mr. Chiossone’s 
health had been somewhat broken for 
several years owing to attacks of asthma, 
but no cause for special anxiety presented 
itself until last autumn, when an ancemic 
condition and great weakness of the heart 
brought him to death’s door. He rallied, 
however, and, though his state continued 
precarious, there was nothing to presage 
the sudden end that overtook him, He 
was in his sixty-fifth year, and had lived a 
life of unceasing industry. Originally Pro- 
fessor of Engraving in the Royal Academy 
of Artsin Genoa, he subsequently proceed- 
ed to Germany ,and, having beenengagedat 
Frankfort in the manufacture of the first 
Japanese bank-notes, he finally came to 
this country in 1875 as Engraver to the 
‘Imperial Printing Bureau. There and in 
his private studio he accomplished much 
admirable work, and earned a high repu- 
tation for artistic and technical ability, his 
gentle and loyal disposition winning for 
him, at the same time, the hearty friend- 
ship of all with whom he came in contact. 
He was a Knight of St. Maurice and La- 
zarus, a Kt. of the Italian Crown, a Kt. of 
the Saxon Falcon, and he received from 
the Emperor of Japan the Third Class of 
the Sacred Treasure and the Fourth Class 
of the Rising Sun. Mr. Chiossone loved 
art and art objects passionately. During 
his residence of 27 years in Japan he 
acquired many beautiful specimens which 
now form a unique collection, 





The will of the late Mr. Chiossone 
contains a clause bequeathing all his 
valuable collections of Japanese works of 
art to the museum of his native city, 
Genoa, Mr. Chiossone was an ardent 
lover of art products. Very soon after 
his arrival in Japan he began to collect 
bronzes. Naturally his training as an 
engraver equipped him specially for 
appreciating fine effects in moulded and 
selled metals, but of course his in- 
experience asa buyer of Japanese chefs 
d'euvre betrayed him at first into many 
mistakes, so that his very large collection 
of bronzes includes several pieces of 
inferior quality. On the other hand, it 
includes numerous specimens which 
could not now be procured in Japan. The 
pre-Metji bronze work of Japan, though 
‘sometimes it attained a magnificent stand- 
ard, was, on the whole, mediocre, show- 
ing neither subtlety of curve, grace of line, 
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ling. The masterpieces of men like 
Taun, Seimin and a few others must be 


delicacy of chiselling or fidelity of model-|j 


excepted from this criticism. But it 
applies to the general run of productions, 
such as flower vases, censers, images and 
so on. Of course the very opposite is 
true of Japanese work in iron, and of the 
incomparably beautiful pictures on metal 
that are ,to be found in sword furniture. 
These also M. Chiossone acquired 
dustriously, and he has left a rare and 
valuable collection put together when 
such things were still _procurable in 
profusion. He also loved brocades and 
other woven stuffs, and he filled album 
after album with examples of the pro- 
ducts of ancient and medicval rooms. 
But perhaps his most interesting collec- 
tion is that consisting of coloured 
prints. He set about buying these de- 
lightiul efforts of Japanese artistic skill 
long before French collectors had dis- 
covered them —that is lo say, when twenty 
or thirty sez was the market price of a 
picture vow saleable for twice as many 
yen. Altogether Genoa will have a new 
attraction for tourists when Mr. Chios- 
sone’s collections are placed in its 
museum. 





The remains of Mr. Chiossone were 
interred on the 14th instant in the Aoya- 
ma cemetery, the funeral service being 
held in the Roman Catholic cathedral at 
Tsukiji. A very large concourse of 
people assembled to pay the last tribute of 
Tespect to one who had been loved by all 
that came in contact with him. Among 
those present were the Representatives 
of France, Italy, and Holland ; Marquis 
Tokudaiji, Grand Chamberlain; Field- 
Marshal Marquis Oyama; Viscount T° 
ka, Minister of the Imperial Household 
Department; Baron Sannomiya, Grand 
Master of Cermonies; Marquis Tokugawa ; 
Mr. Watanabe Keki; and a great number 
of prominent Japanese and foreign resi- 
dents of the capital. Innumerable wreaths 
and stands of flowers were sent, anda 
company of troops marched before the 
hearse to the cemetery. 











7H OPERATION OF THE SILK 
BOUNTY LAW. 
—— 


We have made inquiries with respect 
to the operation of the Law for encourag- 
ing the Direct Export of Silk, and we 
learn that, during the first eight days of 
the Law’s enforcement—April rst to April 
8th— the total amount of raw silk offered 
for conditioning under the provisions of 
the Law was 135 bales of roo catties each, 
and that ouly 13 bales were held to be 
qualified for bounty. Nothing can be pre- 
dicted, of course, as to the quantity of 
silk that will hereafter be presented for 
examination, but it is considered probable 
that the experience of the first eight days 
will be typical. Moreover, in view of the 
fact that all the silk presented at the out- 
set had been carefully selected before- 
hand by the applicants in anticipation of 
the Law’s going into force on the rst 
instant, it would seem fair to infer that the 
quantity qualifying for bounty hereafter 
will. be very limited. We may add that 
among the 135 bales spoken of above, the 
13 bales passed by the examiners were all 
placed in the third grade, none being 





judged fit for classification in the second 


grade, 








Vernacular newspapers state that Mr. Yancy 
the present Japanese Representative in Peking, 
likely to retarn to Japan, and that his place 














be taken by Viscount Aoki, formerly 
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THE TOKYO FETE, 
gas 

With genuine April capriciousness the 
weather, which on Saturday night seemed 
to offer a hopeless prospect, cleared up 
completely before dawn, and the sun of 
Easter Sunday rose in a clear blue sky 
with almost summer heat. Tokyo, of 
course, turned out in gala costume to 
celebrate its own salvation, for it is 
certain that the event commemorated on 
the roth instant was the turning point in 
the city’s career. Neither from a geo- 
graphical point of view not yet from a 
commercial is Tokyo the natural capital 
of Japan. It owed its status in feudal 
times to political considerations, and had 
the Afeijs Government decided in 1868 to 
make the administrative centre at Osaka 
or Kyoto, the metropolis of the Shogunate 
must have giadually lost its importance, 
and would probably have sunk by this 
time to the position of a very second-rate 
city. Thus the celebration on the roth 
instant had a much sounder rasson d’étre 
than such affairs can usually claim, and, 
although many critics averred that instead 
of wasting their substance on idle show, 
the inhabitants would be better advised 
did they devote their enterprise and their 
resources to making the city worthy of its 
position as the capital of the empire, such 
sage reflections did not seem to interfere 
in any degree with the satisfaction of the 
great mass of the citizens, ‘They threw 
themselves into the féte with all the 
heartiness conceivable, and as holiday- 
making certainly one of the strong 
points of the Japanese, Tokyo wore an 
exceedingly joyous aspect throughout the 
hours of daylight on the toth instant. 
The celebration had its centre in the wide 
space between the first and second moats 
that surround the Palace park, immedi- 
ately outside Niju Bridge. This large 
area, measuring about a hundred and fifty 
acres, is traversed in various directions 
by wide roads winding among esplanades, 
and, the fences that usually surround the 
latter having been removed for the occa- 
sion, accommodation was obtained for 
thousands of people without the slightest 
crowding. In Japan the Sovereign is the 
pivot of everything. In answer, therefore, 
toa petition from the citizens, the Em- 
peror and Empress consented to open the 
fate by receiving addresses, and a_ special 
edifice was erected for their Majesties’ 
accommodation on the esplanade lying 
immediately under the Castle's eastern 
battlements. One advantage of this 
choice of location was that a limit could 
be imposed on the size of the audience by 
ruling that only ticket-holders should be 
admitted within the second moat. “ Ticket- 
holders” signified all that had sub- 
scrited two yen or upwards to the ex- 
penses of the féte. No record of 
their number has yet been published, but 
there must have been from twenty to 
thirty thousand within the enclosure. At 
each of the three bridges over the second 
moat an arch of greenery had been erect- 
ed, and on the esplanades stood large 
marquees. The broad white surfaces of 
the latter and the lines of gay bunting 
that festooned their roofs formed a bril- 
liant spectacle in the bright sunshine. 
Incomparably the prettiest among the 
various edifices was that for the reception 
of the Imperial visitors. It had the steep 
slightly re-entrant roof-slopes and tip- 
tilted ‘ridge of Shinto architecture; the 
pillars, wall-plates, tie-beams, and ridge- 
pole were of solid greenery, contrasting 
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softly with the milk white shingling of 
the thatch; the hall was hung all round 
with blinds of fine green bamboo, edged 
and banded with rich brocade and 
corded and tasselled with purple silk ; and 
the lacquered thrones for the Emperor 
and Empress were flanked with screens 
of undecorated gold-foil, making a heart 
of glowing mellowness in the otherwise 
severely simple interior. On the south 
side of the Imperial pavilion a spacious 
wing afforded accommodation for the 
guests of distinction, Japanese and fo- 
reign. In the case of foreigners the issue 
of special invitations appears to have been 
very limited, for with three or four 
exceptions the members of the Corps 
Diplomatique and the Attachés of the 
Legations were alone present. The num- 
ber of Japanese in the pavilion-adjunct 
was also small, and did not include any of 
the Ministers of State except the Minister 
of Home Affairs, Viscount Yoshikawa. At 
twenty minutes before eleven, a signal 
gun announced that their Majesties had 
left the Palace, and immediately a large 
concourse of students, male and female, 
who had been marshalled along the road 
outside Niju Bridge, sang the national 
anthem. As soon as the four carriages 
carrying their Majesties and the nobles 
and ladies in waiting had crossed the 
bridge, the City Band took up the strains 
of the Kimi ga yo, and the guests, des- 
cending from the pavilion-adjunct, stood 
beside the avenue along which the car- 
riages passed. The Emperor and Empress 
rode in separate carriages, and entered 
the pavilion independently, but it was 
observed that, in returning, his Majesty’s 
carriage waited until the Empress 
had entered hers so that the two 
vehicles could drive away together, On 
the road in front of the pavilion, at a di 
tance of some fifteen paces, the members 
of the Municipal Committee were drawn 
up in line, headed by Viscount Okabe, 
Governor of Tokyo, and Mr. Shibusawa 
Eiichi, President of the Tokyo Chamber 
of Commerce. On these two gentlemen 
devolved the duty of reading the addresses 
which his Majesty had consented to re- 
ceive ; namely, an address {rom the Muni- 
cipality, an address from the City Assem- 
bly, and an address from the Tokyo 
Chamber of Commerce, the two first of 
which were read by Viscount Okabe, and 
the third by Mr. Shibusawa. The Vis- 
count and Mr. Shibusawa mounted the 
steps of the pavilion and placed themselves 
before the dias in order to read the ad- 
dresses; a somewhat awkward arrange- 
ment, since, after the reading, they had to 
turn their backs on the Sovereign when 
descending to their original posts. Their 
Majesties returned to the Palace after a 
very brief delay, the same ceremonies 
being observed as at the time of their 
arrival. The entertainments then com- 
menced, They consisted of the following, 
according to the programme—which was 
printed in Japanese and English :— 

1. Procession of a Daimyd 














2. Proces: of Oku-Fochiu (Court Ladies). 

3. Dances “The quest of the Demon's 
Island 

4. Dance; weecut, Sparrow" (old 


fable). 
5. Festival-Car—Battle-Ship and Cannon, 
6. Festival-Car--Cranes and Tortoise, 
Processii 4 (Hobgoblins), 
8. Festival- 
9g. Festival-Car — Hamaguri issuing from the 
‘Vemple of the Sea-god. 
Flowes-Car with Shimadai. 
11, Waga-Ula Dauce. 
12, Horobiki. 
13. Dakyu (Game ol Polo}. 














These various processions and dances 
were not only picturesque and beautiful, 
but also derived much interest from the 
fact that they constituted a faithful repro- 
duction of spectacles common in pre- 
Meiji days, though now seldom seen. 
Indeed, the general effect was admirable. 
The constant glow of rich, charmingly 
harmonized colours and the rythmic so- 
lemnity of the processions’ advance in the 
foreground ; the rapid movements of the 
gaily caparisoned polo-players in the 
middle distance ; the broad expanse of 
restful white canvas relieved by the wav- 
ing of many-hued flags in ‘the back- 
ground ; the glitter of day-fireworks ove 
head, and the brilliant sunshine bathing 
the whole combined to produce a delight- 
ful picture. Shortly before one o'clock 
luncheon on a sumptuous scale was served 
to the pavilion guests in adjoining tents, 
and the general body of ticket-holders 
betook themselves to restaurants in 
their respective quarters of the city, 
where arrangements had been made to 
supply them with refreshments. Mean- 
while the processions wended, their way 
through the streets of the city to Uyeno 
Park, where tens of thousands of people 
had assembled to keep holiday among the 
cherry trees now bursting into bloom. 
Many spectacles had been organized inde- 
pendently of the Municipality’s pro- 
gramme, Two troops of geisha, dressed 
in the piquant costume of the Zekomas, 
and a band of gesnin, numbering about 
150, were among the notable attractions. 
‘They represented the frivolous side of the 
city’s daily life, and, on the other hand, 
several business firms took shrewd ad- 
vantage of the occasion to advertise 
themselves. Thus the great tobacconist, 
Satsuma-ya, sent a troop of about a 
hundred demons, male and female, 
tricked out with bird-like masks, long 
elfin locks and taloned hands and feet 
of mountain imps (temgu); the Afiyako 
Shimbun propitiated the deities of pro- 
sperity by means of a tortojse car, the 
drawers admirably disguised as herons; 
and the tailors of the metropolis sought 
to popularize foreign costume by dressing 
a regiment two or three hundred strong 
in brilliant red tunics. It is, perhaps, 
superfluous to say that the utmost good 
humour prevailed everywhere, for that is 
invariably the case with Japanese crowds, 
but we must in all justice pay a compli- 
ment to the admirable arrangements made 
by the Municipal Council, who discharged 
the duties connected with organizing the 
fate. Everything had been carefully 
thought ont and skilfully provided for, so 
that nothing like a hitch or contretemps 
occurred from first to last. 

















AN INFERENCE. 
ee, 


There have been many expressions of doubt 
as to whether the National Unionists might be 
counted supporters of the Government, or whe- 
ther they ought to be classed with the Opposition, 
The question appears to be settled by the pre- 
sent strong-foreign-policy agitation, Not a 
single member of the National Unionists is to 
be found in the ranks of the agitato Another 
question also is now answered ; ni ly, whether 
the Cabinet's allies are the Liberals or the Pro 
gressists. It was supposed that the point could 
not be definitely decided before the meeting 
of the Diet, Bat the Progressists are now 
emphatically in opposition and the Liberals are 




















supporting the Government. Nothing was 


needed but the application of a test, and foreign 
affairs have supplied it.” 
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AMERICA AND SPAIN. 
panama ace 

E have said little in these columns 
bout the war now most unhappily 
impending between the United States and 
Spain, because it really seemed that com- 
ment was useless, and that the only 
natural attitude for every thoughtful per- 
son must be one of earnest hope that such 
a calamity might be averted. A war in 
which America is engaged differs scarcely 
at all to the vast majority of Englishmen 
from a war in which their own country 
takes a part, and there can not be the 
least doubt that if anything like a calamity 
threatened the United States, her kins- 
men of Great Britain would rally to her 
side with all the force they can command. 
There may be bickerings between the two 
nations in time of peace, but they are one 
in heart as in blood, and at any moment 
of storm and stress for America England 
could not endure to stand idle and indif- 
ferent. No severe trial is in store for the 
United States now, however, Some writers 
have occupied themselves drawing up 
comparative tables of the ships that the two 
belligerents could send into the arena, 
Such a study may not be uninteresting, 
but, without the slightest desire to dis~ 
parage the Spaniard, we venture to think 
that the personnel of the fleets is the factor 
of paramount importance. However, that 
may be mere pride of race and is not, atany 
rate, a welcome topic of discussion. What 
we do conclude with absolute certainty is 
that, although some small hurt might be in- 
flicted on America at the outset by way of 
penalty for the condition of unprepared- 
ness in which itis her nonchalant custom 
to indulge,.she need only set her-teeth a 
little and her difficulties would speedily 
disappeat. On the other hand, no one 
choose but admire the indomitable 





can 
pluck and splendid grit of the Spaniards. 
Had they grown weary of the Cuban 
problem long ago and left the island to 
its fate, they would simply have been 
acting as nearly all other nations would 
have acted under the circumstances. 
On-lookers see plainly enough that the 
Cuban insurgents in the eastern interior 
of the island are practically invincible, so 
faras Spain’s competence to reduce them 
It was calculated in 1876 
that; during the preceding eight years, the 
Spanish trops sent to crush the rebellion 
of that era had aggregated 145,000 men, 
and the total despatched during the pre- 
sent outbreak can not fall far short of the 
same great number. Evidently the task 
of restoring, or at any rate of preserving, 
order is beyond Spain's strength, yet she 
continues the effort with unabating resolu- 
tion. There is no exaggeration in saying 
that never since the ' Black Eagle” con- 
spiracy of 1829 has the island enjoyed 
real tranquillity, neither can it be denied 
that the trouble had its origin in the 
natives’ deprivation of political, civil, and 
religious liberty, their exclusion from all 


is concerned. 
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public stations, and their severe taxation 
—causes of which Spain is justly con- 
demned to suffer the consequences. 
Meanwhile, the patience of the United 
States has held out for half a century. 
ce President POLK proposed the pur- 
chase of Cuba for a million dollars in 
1848, American sympathy has been uni- 
formly with the Cubans, and there are 
innumerable reasons why the great con- 
tinental republic should strenuously object 
to a condition of perpetual unrest and 
bloodshed on an island within six or seven 
hours’ journey from its shores, Inter- 
ference is virtually forced upon America. 
The pity of the thing is that, if the insur- 
gents could only be induced to lay down 
their arms, Spain would probably consent 
to grant them independence, She inti- 
mated in that 
twenty-nine years ago, but then, as now, 
she declined to treat with subjects 
in a. state of open rebellion. Her 
fine old Castilian pride forbids her 
to abate one jot of the 
that a Sovereign State regards as its right, 
and now, in the sequel of a campaign that 
has almost exhausted her strength, she 
prefers to defy a fresh and colossal foe 
rather than forego anything of what she 
considers due to her dignity. Such 
mood is very admirable, and we dare say 
thatit receives as much appreciation in 
the United States as anywhere. None 
the less peace must be restored in Cuba, 
and, since Spain can not restore it, there 
is no recourse but to ask her to stand 
aside. Every one regrets that fate should 
have decreed these hard things for a 
country so stout in adversity, but of two 
evils the lesser has to be chosen. 
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THE NEW TARIFF. 


+ s 
re seems to be as much difficulty 

in understanding the arrangements 
with reference to the operation of the new 
Tariff as there is in comprehending the 
question of land leases and  superficies 
after the Revised Treaties go into force. 
So far as the latter question is concerned, 
further explanations are probably useless. 
Those that have any real interest in the 
matter have doubtless convinced them- 
selves long ago that what has been set 
forth in these columns on the subject is 
absolutely correct, and that, after the 
abolition of the system of settlements, 
foreigners will be able to obtain land 
under agreements securing length of 
tenure unlimited by law. In other words, 
it will be within the sole competence of the 
land-owner and the would-be tenant to 
determine the duration of the lease. They 
may fix itat 10 years, or 100 years, or 1,000 


years without infringing any provision of 
law. That point, we say, is absolutely 
certain, and can now await practical de- 
monstration fifteen months hence. 





But the Tariff question, though it ought 
to be even less liable to misapprehension, 








and though it has been explained with 
equal clearness and insistence, is still a 
confused problem to some minds, and can 
not be left to elucidate itself, for itis a 
matter which immediately and intimately 
concerns the import merchant. If the 
trader believes that a certain interval of 
so many months, counting from a date to 
be hereafter officially announced, will 
necessarily be allowed before enforcing 
the rates of the new Tariff, he may be 
betrayed into postponing measures of 
great importance to his business interests. 
We are therefore induced to refer to the 
following paragraph which appears in a 
recent issue of the Kobe Chronicle: 


The Anglo-Japanese Treaty stipulates that 
notice of the intention to bring the new Tariffs 
into force shall be given after the exchange of 
tatifications, and all the other Treaties conta 
effect, but, wh 
with Great Britain stipulates for one manth, most 
of the others stipulate that six months’ notice shall 
be given, and u 
clause British u 
this more equitable a 
tatifications of the new ‘Treaty with Austria- 

y ave exchanged, il is clear that notice for 
the operation of the new Tariffs cannot properly 
be given, We understand that as soon as the 

timation was conveyed to the Foreign Repie- 
atives that the ‘Tariffs would be put into 
November next, 
once taised those 
that the notice has been withdrawn. It is impos- 
sible not to sympathise to some extent with the 
Japanese Government in the position in which it 
y placed, and it is only natural that every effort 
should be made to bring the Tariffs into operation 
at the earliest possible date in the hope that the 
iti revenue derived therefro will be 
ial year, But at 
















the benefits of 
But until the 



































a 
the same it would be impossible for the Foreign 
Representatives to allow any informality in matters 
where such important interests ave at stake, and 
they had no alter 
clin 








wR to receive notice. 








into operation earlier than January next, if then, 

The above paragraph contains several 
errors, the most important of which could 
have been avoided by referring to the text 
of the Revised Treaties. Neither the 
Anglo-Japanese nor any other Treaty con- 
tains a stipulation that notice shall be 
given of the intention to bring the new 
Tariff into force. The words of the Anglo- 
Japanese Treaty are:—‘‘It is agreed by 
the contracting parties that one month 
after the exchange of the Ratifications of 
the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation 
signed this day, the Import Tariff hereunto 
annexed shall, subject to the provisions of 
Art. XXIII. of the Treaty of 1858, at pre- 
sent subsisting between the Contracting 
Parties, as long as the said Treaty remains 
in force, and thereafter subject to the pro- 
visions of Arts. V. and XV. of the Treaty 
signed this day, be applicable to the 
articles therein enumerated.” There is 
here no question of notice. It is absolutely 
and definitively provided that the new 
Conventional Tariff may go into force one 
month after the date of the exchange of 
tatifications. The sole reservation is that 
there shall be no violation of the most- 
favoured-nation clause: in other words, 
goods imported from Great Britain shall 
not have to pay higher duties than goods 
imported from any other country, All 





the other Revised Treaties are draited in 
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accordance with a similar principle—that 
is to say, the date when the Conventional 
Tariff may be applied is absolutely fixed 
without any stipulation whatever as to 
notice of intention. Some of the Treaties, 
however, extend the one month of the 
British Treaty to six months, and, of 
course, under the most-favoured-nation 
clause, the benefit of the extended period 
is enjoyed by importers of British goods 
also. The French Treaty is the latest of 
these documents. Ratifications were ex- 
changed in Tokyo on March rgth, and the 
annexed Conventional Tariff may con- 
sequently go into operation from Septem- 
ber rgth, without further notice of any 
kind. But there remains one Treaty in 
the case of which all the processes are not 
yet ended. It is the Austro-Hungarian. 
‘According to that Treaty, the operation of 
the Conventional Tariff must be separated 
by an interval of one month from the ex- 
change of ratifications. The Treaty has 
been concluded, has received the rati- 
fication of the Emperor of Japan, and 
has been forwarded in ratified form 
to Vienna, where the ratifications will 
be exchanged. One month subsequently 
to the latter event the new Tariff may be 
put into operation without further notice 
of any kind, Of course until the ratifica- 
tions of the Austro-Hungarian Treaty are 
exchanged, and untila month has elapsed 
from the date of the exchange, the new rates 
cannot be levied upon the import trade 
of other countries that are entitled to 
most-favoured-nation treatment. But there 
is no question whatever of further notice. 


Any one imagining that so long as the} 


Japanese Government does not speak, he 
has a certain interval of six months before 
him wherein to provide for the changes that 
the New Tariff will introduce, may find 
himself most inconveniently mistaken. 
The position is this, stated in the briefest 


and clearest terms: 
(1) The Revised ‘Treaties do not stipulate for 
any previous notice as to the operation of the new 
Tariff, but definitely and absolutely fix a date on 
which it may be put into force. r 
(2) The ‘Tariff may not be put into operation 
I the goods of all countries can be subjected to 
s rates—owing to the existence of the most- 
favoured-nation clause ;—in other words, wntil all 
eaties have been revised, theie tatifications 
ed and until the periods fixed by them 





















month after the ex 
annexed Tariff becomes enforceable, y 

(4) ‘The periods of grace fixed by all the other 
Treaties have already expired, except the period 
fixed by the French Treaty, and that expires on 
September 19th, 1898 

(5) Icfollows, therefore, that the wew Tariff can 
not he pul into force earlier than September 19th, 
1898, or even at that date unless the ratifications 
olihe Anstto-Hungarian Treaty are exchanged 
























before Angust 19'h, 1898. Everything depends 
on the Austio-Hangarian Treaty. [fit is ratified 
by Austin- Hungary and if the ratifications are 





exchanged in Vienna at any time before August 
Toth, the new Conventional Tariff may be put 
into operation from September rgth, without 
futher notice of any kind, except the official 
announcement that will vatarally be.made, If 
the tatfications of the Austvo-Hungarian Treaty 
ave not exchanged before August Igth, (hen the 
cement of the new Tariff must be postponed 


uotit a month shall ve ‘Coc gle 














of their exch 





With the above explanations before 
them, our readers need scarcely be warn- 
ed of the incorrectness of the Kobe Chro- 
nicle's statements that “as soon as the 
intimation was conveyed to the Foreign 
Representatives that the Tariffs would 
be put into operation in November next, 
objection was at once raised, &c.,” and 
“the notice is believed to have been 
withdrawn.” No such notice was given, 
no such objection was raised, and no 
such withdrawal took place. It may 
be taken for granted, we presume, that 
the Japanese Government would gladly 
consult the convenience of foreign im- 
porters by giving formal notice and thus 
enabling merchants to make all desir- 
able arrangements, But unfortunately 
the situation does not appear to war- 
rant anything of the kind. The fault rests 
with Austria-Hungary. Had not that 
country’s procedure been exceptionally 
slow, no uncertainty as to the date of the 
Tariff’s enforcement need have existed. 
It is curious that a State whose tradal 
interests are comparatively so small should 
be the means of causing such confusion 
But the history of 
Treaty Revision would not be consistent 
did not its last chapter include some inci 
dent of that nature. 
clusion, that in speaking of the impro- 
bability of any notice being given, we are 
guided solely by the facts as they present 
themselves. As to the intentions of the 
Japanese Government we have no infor- 
mation. 


and inconvenience. 


We may add, in con- 








THE DEADLY PARALLEL. 
site ae 
oth. Kobe Chronicle, April 4th. 
The Japan Mail knows 
perteciy well that there 
ave been no articles, long 
or short, in the Kobe Chro- 
nicle with the object of 
“proving”? that the obj 
tions of the editor of the 
Zeean, Times (Yamato 
huyo”) to discrimination 
in treatinent were expres- 
sions of official opinion, 


Kobe Chronicle, Mar. 


(Referring to an 
publithed by the Fapan 
Times over the signature of 
“Yamato Chuyo-”) 

We direct the attention of 
readers to the article ap- 
‘on the second page 
ing with the remarks by 
the editor of the apan 
Times strenuously opposing 
any. discrimination being 
made in the treatment of 
foreigners who may be in- 

















carcerated ia. Japanese pri- 
sons er before or after 
What makes 





co 
the matter so important is 
that the Fapan Times is a 
strong sisporter of the pre: 
sent Ministry and has inti- 
mate relations with certain 


| members of the Premier's 


entourage. It may there- 
[fore justly be inferred that 
‘the Ministry ‘has deter- 
mined to make no distinc 
ion in the treatment of 
foreigners who may be 
imprisoned in Fapanese 
jails, ond thut, so far as 
the Fapanese Government 
is concerned, foreigners ac- 
cused, m0 nectar 
uilty, of any offence will 
be Tabled to treatment 
likely in many cases to 
rove a sentence of death. 
fe are striking off a suffi- 
cient number of copies to 
send to the principal Euro- 
an and American papers, 
in order that our contem- 
poraries and the people of 





may 
the 

dangers to which foreigners . 
will be exposed when the 

new ‘Treaties come into 

operation, 




















IN REGARD 70 SOME ASPERSIONS 
ON THE CHARACTER OF REV. 
yf. H. NEESIMA, LL. D. 

Oe 


BY J. D, DAVIS. 


The recent reiterated quotation by ‘* Observer,” 
in his article in the Weekly Fapan Mail, of 
April 2, namely, that, Mr, Neijima ‘‘ played at 
running with the hare and hunting with the 
hounds in turn, etc.” leads me to say that I 
was associated with Dr, Neesima in the closest 
possible way from the inception of the Dos 
sha school until his death, fifteen years later. 
Al the request of many friends I took up the 
task of preparing « skeich of Dr. Neesima’s life, 
and in so doing it was my privilege and duty 
to look over a great muss of his private corres- 
pondence and papers, and I want to say most 
emphatically that if there ever was a man who 
did nor “play at running with the hare and 
hunting with the hounds in tum” then Dr. 
Neesima was such an one, No  slatement 
could be made, in my humble opinion, which 
would be more untrue to his character, 

Much could be written, but 1 will only briefly 
allude to a few facts. In the winter of 1871-2, 
the second Japanese embassy, consisting of 
Messrs. Iwakura, Okubo, Kido, Ito, Tera- 
shima and Tanaka, crossed the Pacific and 
reached Washington, Mr. Neesima had at 
this time been in America about seven years. 
He had leit his country by stealth when it was 
death 80 todo, The kmbassy, hearing of him, 
wished to secure himto go with them in their 
tour of foreign countries, ‘They asked him to 
come to Washington and he did so, and in 
company with twelve Japanese students who 
were being supported in the United States by 
the Japanese Government, Mr, Neesima met 
the Embassy in one of the parlours of the Arl- 
ington House, The twelve students prostrated 
themselves before the Embassy, but Mr, Nees 
ma stood erectby himself, untilMr, Tanaka 
stepped forward and took him by the hand in the 
western style. Mr. Tanaka then gave him an 
order to go with him interpreter, etc, Mr, 
Neesima replied that if he ordered him to go 
he must refuse it, but if he was requested todo 
so, he would gladly do any favour for him, 

Mr. Neesima spent nearly a year with the 
Embassy and visited most of the countries ot 
Europe with them. The Embassy travelled on 
the Sabbath, but Mr. Neesima always stopped 
off alone Saturday night and came on after 
them Monday moming. He always let his 
Christianity and his principles be known to 
these men, and they respected him for it, It 
was in this way that Mr. Neesima gained the 
confidence of these men who were later at the 
head of the Japanese Government, and that con- 
fidence lasted till the day of his death. It was 
because of this course on Mr. Neesima’s part, 
never “playing at running with the hare, and 
hunting with the hounds, in turn,” that Mr. Ta- 
naka, the Minister of Education, gave Dr, Neesi- 
ma permission to start his Christian school in 
Kyoto in 1875, and sustained him in that 
school during six years of opposition on the 
part of the governor and officials of Kyoto 
Fa, an opposition which was raised and co 
tinued on account of the pronounced Ch 
character of the school. Dr. Neesima 
let his Christianity be known. His fir 
on his return to his native land, was to preach 
the Gospel in his old family province of 
Joshua, and he preached it so earnestly and to 
such crowds that the governor of the province 
was alarmed and went to Tokyo to inquire 
what was to be done. This was in Dec., 1874, 
soon after the edicts against Christianity had been 
removed, and it was probably the first time that 
thé Gospel has been preached in that public 
manner in the interior. The men at the head 
ot the Government in Tokyo told the gover- 
nor of Joshu, “ If it is Neesima, itis all right; 
let him alone;” and the governor returned 
satisfied. 

The appeals which Dr, Neesima put forward 
to the general public of Japan for moncy for the 
Dashisha, University speak for themselves, Ex- 
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tracts were given from them in the communica- 
tion from the writer which was published in the 
Fapan Mailafew weeks since, The Christian 
Toundation of the school was not covered up in 
them; it was emphasised. The writer was 
present al the first pablic meeting held for the 
purpose of awakening an interest im the univer- 
sity among the Japanese. It was held in a 
large ‘hall in Kyoto, in the spring of 1884. 
About fifty of the officials and leading business 
men of the cily were present, and there were 
almost no Christians among them. President 
Neesima, Professor Ichihara, and the writer 
each addressed the meeting. Atthis meeting 
Christianity was emphasised as the necessary 
toundation of all true education, The same was 
emphasised im the first printed appeal put forth 
for theuniversity in May, 1884. This appeal 
was made to the Japanese public, and was most 
emphatic in its assertion that the old Chinese 
morality conld not answer as a foundation for 
education, and that he mus¢ take Christianity 
as the basis of morality, 

In the second appeal for the university which 
was put forth in 1888, and which was published 
in twenty of the leading newspapers of Japan 
on the roth of November of that year, Dr 








to time; and taking measures for the control 
and the support of students from Formosa, 


The Méppon laments the relaxation of moral- 
ity, especially as regards writings and pic- 
tures. Criminal offences, it says, are strictly 
ed by law, but transgressions in regard 
which do not properly come 
within the pale of indictable offences, are utterly 
ignored. The sale of immoral pictures has 
been prohibited, but, strange to say, they have 
found their way into novels, into newspapers, 
into magazines, They are not so flagrant as 
the productions that have been prohibited, 
but their effect on youths is undoubtedly 
pernicions. Not only in pictures is this 
tendency noticeable; magazines and novels 
offend in a similar manner under the guise of 
literature, Many of the existing romances can- 
not be read in a pure home. Prostitution is 
not a legitimate occupation, and houses of ill 
fame are separated from the ordinary streets by 
the civillaw, But look at photographers’ shops! 
The portraits of loose women occupy the most 
conspicuous position, and are olten placed side 
by side with titled nobility, All these shame- 
less proceedings ought, the Wippon asserts, to 
be immediately prohibited by the Home De- 
















Japanese pai and encouraging the develop- 
ment and exte of Japanese art, The ex- 
isting Fine Arts Association, asserts the Hochi, 
is disposed to attach too much importance to 
the ancient style of moving the arm and using 
the brush, whereas the course adopted by the 
Fine Arts School tends to introduce the defects 
of foreign art without its good points. The 
association just established aima at preserving 
the best features of Japanese paintings, and 
abolishing at the 
noticeable in foreign productions, 








It is said 
that more that 500 members have already been 
secured, including many of the Kyoto school, 
Baron Suyematsu is the President, and Mr. 


Hayashi Chinsei Vice-President. Another 
party of artists who ‘held their first meeting at 
the Kairakuyen in the beginning of this year 
is reported to have resolved upon publishing 
a pictorial magazine, Messrs. Matsuoka, Asai, 
and Oyama being among the promoters of the 
scheme, 


According to the investigations completed by 
the Agricultural aud Commercial Department 
and published inthe Osaka Asahi, mulberry farms 
throughout the Empire have increased yearly 
in proportion to the development of sericulture. 
In the 3oth year of Afedfi an increase of 9,659 








Neesima asserts,in the most clear and unequi- 
vocal manner, that Christianity is the only sure 
foundation of trae and permanent civilization, 
of true education, that the raising up of young 
men of ‘strong and noble character by which 
they can use their learning for the good of their 
fellow men, can be accomplished only by 
Christian principles "—he living and powerfal 
principles of Christianity, and therefore, he 
says, ‘‘ we adopt these principles as the founda. 
tion of our educational work, and devote our 
energies to their realization.” 


These werds, put forth forthe general public 
of Japan in an appeal for funds to found a 
Christian University, before religious freedom 
was guaranteed in the Constitution, which was 
given about two years later, do not sound like 
the words of a man who “played at ru 
with the hare and hunting with the hound: 
turn.” The body of Dr, Neesima’s father rests 
in a Buddhist cemetery in a beautiful grove at 
the foot of the mountain east of Kyoto, but 
when permission was asked for Dr. Neesima’s 
body to be buried beside that of his father, it 
was refused becanse he was the “very head- 
centre of Christianity in Japan,” to use the words 
of the head priest who gave the refusal, Such 
are a few of the facts in regard to this man, the 
founder of the Doshisha, whose character is 
now being aspersed by men who do not know 
the facts. Would that the men on whom Dr, 
Neesima’s mantle fell had been with him long 
enough and under his influence powerfully 
enough so that they could have had the same 
unswerving loyalty to principle, and devotion to 
“the living and powerful principles of Christ- 
janity” which the lamented founder of the Do- 
shisha school possessed, and which he always 
boldly declared! 












FAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS, 





« 

The Zokyo Asahi publishes the investigations 
of an eminent statistician in the capital, who 
represents that the births of males are larger in 
number than those of females, and that the first 
born child is generally comparatively weak in 
Physical constiution and deficient in intellect, 
The cause is ascribed to the immaturity of the 
parents, The writer concludes that in cases 
where the husband is much older than the wife 
male children are generally born, 


_ The object of the new Formosan Association 
is to investigate various matters relating to 
Formosa with « view to Inproving its admini- 
stration, The methods of the Association ave 
said to be as follow :—Ascertaining the tue 
condition of Formora and undertaking the 
despatch of inspectors for the purpose ; extend- 
ing the greatest possible facilities for communi. 
cution with the island; encouraging the 








partment, 


The Korean Cabinet, asserts the Chuo, is 
busily engaged in considering steps for the 
improvement of the situation, Each Minister 
has preseuted a separate memorial to the Em- 
peror, and some of them are curiosities, Chhin 
Sang considers the number of Privy Councillors 
should be limited to fifty, to be chosen from 
the various classes of officials and to be re- 
quired to give counsel on urgent affairs of state. 
Chong urges the necessity of enforcing greater 
vigilance against thieves and of ameliorating the 
abuse of secret inspectors who are now a terror 
to the people at large. Min Chhong Mok 
expresses himself in favour of the redemp- 
tion of foreign loans at the earliest possible 
period, while Li, pointing out the difficulty of 
acquiring accomplished soldiers, suggests the 
advisability of establishing a military school 
where good officers may be trained. To put a 
check upon local Governors embezzling the 
taxes is, in the eyes of So Pyong chik, a matter 
of absolute necessity. Vam Chong Chol refers 
only to the necessity of preserving strict dis- 
cipiine among the Government officials, espe- 
cially those charged with the inspection and 
superintendence of mines, It is said that some 
of the Ministers have proposed that the appoint 
ment of officers should hereatter be limited to 
the descendants of noble families, If that be so 
the reform of Korean administiation, the Chuo 
adds, can hardly be expected from the existing 
ministry. 




















The export of coal coutinues to be brisk, 
asserts the Shogyo. ‘he amount exported from 
Moji and Bakan last month reached the follow- 
ing large figures :— 








Destination, Moji. Bakan. — Total. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 

44100 10.325 54.425 

Th710 22,150 33,860 

ae 40% 

— 15600 

: : ae 5} 
For ships’ use 1.998 8,018 
Totals 77,882 34.473 112.355 


Thus the aggregate total was no less than 
112,355 tons. Compared with the figures for 
January an increase of 16,561 tons is notice- 
able, while comparison with February shows an 
auginentation of 30,861 tons. The fact is 
cribed to an extensive demand for coal in Hong- 
kong and Shanghai. 


The Hoch reports that a general meeting to 
organise a Japanese Painters’ Association was 
held on the 2nd instant at the Nihonbashi Club, 
Tokyo, under the auspices of many eminent 
artisis, The project was first under contem. 
plation last autumn, and a final resolution 
for the organisation of the Association was made 








study of both languages; holding meetings 
and delivering lectures ime 


on Formosa Cc 


atthe end of last year. It is forme 
with the object of preserving the peculiarities of 


gle 





© | vate conference at Mr. 





cho, or 3.3 per cent, is noticeable over the pre- 
vious year. On the other hand, tea farms have 
suffered a diminution of 591 cho, or one per 
cent. In order to show the growing prosperity 
of sericulture it may be stated that the number 
of houses engaged in the rearing of silk worms 
daring last year totalled 1,360,000, the cocoons 
raised being over 2,120,000 koku., These 
figures show an increase of 4.3 per cent. in 
rearing houses and 16 per cent. in cocoons as 
compared with the previous ye: During the 
2gth year of Meiji the whole country suffered 
from the changeable weather, In Nagano, 
Gumma, Fukushima, and other leading silk 
districis, the mulberry trees sustained injaty 
from frost, and a considerable depression in 
the silk industry followed, The reverse was the 
case in the 3oth year, and most satisfactory 
results were obtained. 

















No scheme seems as yet to have been formu- 
lated for the improvement of the Fine Atts 
School. The most important step taken by the 
Education Department was an earnest entieaty 
to professors to withdtaw their resignations, 
The effort, however, proved unsuccessful, and 
a resolation was made to appoint new professors. 
Meanwhile, the school has to be closed ; and 
students have to waste their time. The pro- 
crastination of the Education Department, re- 
marks the Mippon, isintolerable, Dilaioriness 
is the chronic disease of the Department, 
Besides the improvement of the Fine Arts 
School the reform of the museum is necessary. 
The latter problem will sooner or later be 
brought upon the tapis, One would suppose 
from the Mippon’s remarks that the re-organi- 
zation of au art school was a work of a few days, 





The agitators in the Takano affair have, ac- 
cording to the Vorodsu, resolved on further 
action. On the 6th instant they held a pri- 
‘akano’s residence, with 
a view to organizing a sociely to be designated 
the Kempo Fogo Kisei Domethwat. Mr. 
Takano has already exhuused his resources, 
and has found it necessary to quit his spacious 
mansion at Yotsuya for a cottage near Yodo- 
bushi, Here he is engaged every day, with 2 
plough in his hand and a straw hat on his head, 
cultivating a few acres of land attached to 
hishonse, The produce of this farm fs the only 
support for himelt and his family. A representa- 
tive of the Forosu paid a special visit to him a 
few days ago, when he made the following re- 
marks :—"' I have not the least idea of struggling 
for the mere post of Chief Justice in Formosa, 
Iris because the matier has a close relation to 
the Constitution that I protest. The independ- 
ence of the judiciary is not yet established even 
in Japan proper. “What are the judges doing ? 
They are nomore than the tools of clan stales- 














y | men, and as such seek only to be promoted. So 


long 





(¢)8 spiritywithin me, so long as I 
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have a mouth to speak with, I shall never cease 
to clamour about my removal. I intend to 
communicate openly with the Cabinet about my 
dismissal, and if my protest is not duly attend- 
ed to I shall appeal to the nation at large.” 


Investigations completed by the Agricul- 
tural and Commercial Department show that 
the amount of rice produced last year was 
33,001,015 kokw, being a decrease of 16 per 
cent, as compared with ordinary years, and of 8 
per cent, as compared with the 29th year, which 
was regarded lo a certain extent as a year of 
failure. Farther comparison with the 2and year, 
which was characterized by a short crop, but 
in which the yield 1eached 33,007,566 Zoku, 
indicates a diminution of 6,551 Aodu. 








The Kioiku Firon publishes statistics show 
ing the number of foreigners now in the employ 
of the Educational Department. Thus :—Law 
College, 4; Medical College, 2; Engineering 
College, 23 Literature College, 4; College of 
Scince, 1: Agriculwural College, 2; High Nor- 
mal School, 2; High Commercial School, 5 ; 
Foreign Language School attached to the High 
Commercial School, 6; 1st High School, 5 ; 
and, 2; 3rd, 13 4th 13 sth, 2; Yamaguchi 
High School, 1. Classified according to 
nationality, the following are the figures :— 
Germans, 13; English, 13; French, 4; Ame- 
tican, 3; Belgians, 1; Italians, 1; Chinese, 2; 
Russians, Koreans and Swiss, 1 each, 














The deficiency of grain can easily be supplied 
by means of imports, but the steady rise in its 
price is a source of anxiety as to the future 
of the poor people. Labourers and coolies of all 
descriptions may have been relieved of their 
embarrassment to @ considerable extent by the 
enhancement of their wages, but in the case of 
necessitons farmers there is scarcely any means 
of support till the next harvest. Riots were 
numerous in Iida and Yechigo in the fall of Ia: 
year, aud yet the price of rice was not 
high as at present. The nimost precaution 








is 
indispensable on the part of the local authorities 





with these poorer classes. A mob 
1,8co strong is already beginning to agitate in 
the Shimane prefecture, and a report is to hand 
to the effect that on the evening of the 28th ult. 
a branch of the 3rd National Bank was sur- 
rounded by rioters who demanded that the mono- 
poly of rice by that branch should at once be 
suspended, Being informed that the branch 
had never attempted a monopoly of the grain, 
they exclaimed that they would murder all the 
dealers concerned in the enterprise, The police 
interfered, and with great difficully dispersed 
the mob, but unquiet still prevails. 





As the climate was unusually mild last year, 
excellent results were obtained in sericulture 
the number of rearing houses ri 
1,365675, ‘These figures show an incre; 
56,322 houses over the previons year, while the 
output of cocoons exceeded 2.124.238 koku, 
an increase of 292,860 kokw, or 16 per cer 
Following is a comparative table for the p: 
five years :— 












‘Summer & Autumn 








30! 
agih 
28h 
27th year 
2tih year 

The ratio between spring cocoons, and those 


for summer and autumn works out as follows : 


year 
year 
year 











Referring to the situation of England, a dip- 
lomat writes in the Hochi:—Even if sia 





3 |. 


4 
is the true crux of the situation, The oriental 


coaling stations of European Powers other than 
England are extremely unsatisfactory. France, 
for instance, possesses such a station 
only, while in the case of England coaling 
stations are established in Gibraltar, Malia, and 
Cyprus, all the places of vantage in the Medi- 
lerranean being occupied by her alone. Nor 
does her advantage end here, Just after pass- 
ing the Suez Canal she has Aden and then 
Colombo, Singapore and Hongkong. Her 
naval machinery is perfect and well arranged. 





From the mouth of the Thames to the 
inlet of the Yangtzekiang all places of 
vital importance are secured by England. 


It was sixty years ago that England first put 
forth her enetgies towards securing influence 
in the East, and now seven tenths of the vessels 
in the Orient are flying British flags, The 
control of Chinese Customs duties, Post, and 
Telegraphs has virtually fallen into her hands. 
To prevent Russian aggression she now de- 
mands from China the privilege of ocenpying 
Wei-hai-hai. In short, England gains most by 
the least exertion; other Powers who make the 
greatest commotion achieve the least. Though 
not so powerful as England Japan is strong 
enough to deserve the name of an influential 
Power in the Orient, but she fails not only to 
secure new advantages, but also to ntain 
the interest she has already acquired. Why 
does the Government remain ivert at the present 
conjuncture? Why is the nation still silent? 
Now is the time both for the government and 
the people. ° 


While the question of the withdrawal of one 
yen paper notes occupies the public mind, ic 
may be interesting, says the Mippon, to note 
the amount and classification of paper currency 
in circulation at the end of last year. Below 
are the figures :— 























Denomi- Gov'e Bank 

nation, paper.” paper 

Yen, Yen, Yen, Yen, 

100 11,900 - 462,400 
so 440000 — 4.400 
20 — 11,602 = 11,560 
TO 302,145 22,815 9,410,490 9.735.450 
§ 162,260 62,900 9,606,315 9.831.475 
2 1551354 39 344 ai 194,698 
1 905,836 79 815 30,269.906 31,255,557 

1 541,895 216.534 49,737.21! 51,495,640 

New paper. 

100 - = 14,855,900 14,855,900 
10 364,355 —___ 50,069.740 60,434,095 
5 480,510 3,077,250 63.755.040 67,212,800 
T + 3,354,026 1,730 944 37,811,166 42,895,137 





4,098,891 4,808,194 176.491,846 185,398,932 

Of the above amount 10,665,514 yen in 

Government and bank paper are to be gradually 

exchanged for convertible notes, and with: 

drawn from the market. In addition to this a 

sum of 68,081,073 yen in old and new one yen 
paper is likewise to be withdrawn, 





‘The Vorosu publishes the criticism of Count 
Awa on the recent celebration of the 3oth an- 
niversary of the transfer of the capital to Tokyo: 
—"What,” said the Count, “the Forosu declin- 
ed to be the promoter of the (éte? That must be 
To say the trath, I can’t understand what 
is the real object in making so much fuss, on 
the present occasion. I did not approve the 
scheme from the outset. In nocountry, I sup- 
pose, can a precedent be found for the hubbub 
that is wow going on in the capital, We are 
only ridiculed by Englishmen, I have talked 


over the matter with Governor Okabe, but he, 


being only a quiet peer, was overpowered by 
the importunate exhortations of the promoters. 
Nevertheless, if the Emperor had been induced 
to honour the occasion with his presence at 
Uyeno, I would have rushed into the Palace to 
le him to desist, The commotion about 
se question is now al its height, while 
the abnormal appreciation of rice has reduced 
the poor people to the last extremity. These 
hungry wretches are unable even. to provide 









should provoke war against England with the 
assistance of France and Germany, England 
1 command sufficient 


strength to opposs 
s with fair prospects ( ee al 





Nankin rice for their meals. Howis it possible 
to be joyous about the festivity ? Yet the author- 
ities appear not to be opposed to the project. 
ev are, many are inclined to lelieve, only at. 












tempting to suppress [popular feeling with re- 
gard to the Government's diplomacy, A word 
from my lips might at once secure a contribu- 
tion of 500 or even 1,000 yen from my relatives, 
but the latter refused to subscribe any amount 
on account of my disapproval of the program- 
me. I was, however, so annoyed that I deter- 
mined to subscribe /wo yen! The festivity in 
its irue spirit should consist in sending a de- 
patation of the citizens of Tokyo to the Em- 
peror with congratulatory messages for the 
anniversary. Is the féte to be the celebration 
of the downfall of clannism ? 








The Kyoto Chamber of Commerce has, in 
conformity with the decision of its general 
meeting, recently presented a memorial to the 
Government with regard to the development of 
practical enterprises as well as State railways. 
In the first place it is asserted in the most em- 
phatic terms that the existence of various small 
companies which are engaged the {ure 
therance of their own interests in different 
pails of the empire is ever a source of abuse, 
leading to the reduction of velocity, accumula- 
tion of go, and irregularity of traffic, 
Secondly, it is noted that since State railways 
are managed under instructions from the Go- 
vernment, not only are they free from the abuses 
above remarked, but will he attended, both 
socially and financially, with considerable ad- 
vantages. Thirdly, it is remarked that if, 
when mixed residence comes into operation, 
foreigners are to be prevented from buying rail- 
way shares, preparatory steps (o that end must 
now be taken, Fourthly, the instability of the 
foundations of Japanese railways is proved 
from a financial point of view. Fifthly, com- 
meats are made to the effect that the operation 
of the revised treaties being close at hand, 
nothing can be more commendable in the in- 
terests of the country than a scheme for raising 
railway loans abroad, so as to enable the Go- 
vernment to be the sole proprietor of the rail- 
ways throughout the country. The payments 
on railway shares now amount to over 100 
million yen, and the Government may find 
it necessary to provide an enormous amount of 
funds for the purchase of railways. But the 
funds so spent virtually flow into the domestic 
market, in which case the rates of interest 
should be lowered and enterprises of all de- 
scriptions developed. Belgium has already 
set the example. 























RUSSIA AND NORTHERN CHINA. 
ge 
The following is the dialogue that occurred 
in the House of Commons with reference to the 
agitation caused in England by the originally 
received and erroneous news of Russia’s doing 
in Northern China ; 


Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett asked the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
Her Majesty’s Government would communicate to 
the House the text of the written pledge given by 
the T'sar’s Government as to free or open ports in 
Northern China, 


Me. Curzon: 











‘The pledge 


en by the Russian 
tothe Permanent 
Under-Secretary of State, who took note of it. It 
was to the following effect :—Count Muravieff ex- 
pressed gieat surprise at the agitation which ap- 
peared to prevail in England, both in the Press and 
official circles, on the subject of recent events in 
China, where Euglish and Russian interests caunot 
be st usly antagonistic, Count Muravieff obser v- 
ed that various English statesmen of position had 
recognised it as perfectly natural that Russia should 
wish to have an outlet for her commerce on the 
coasts of the North Pacific, Any such port would 
be open to the si fall the Great Powers, like 
other ports on the Chinese mainland. It would be 
open to the commerce of all the wold, aod 
England, whose tiade interests were so important 
in those regions, would share in the advantage. 
Sir K, Ashmead-Bartlett: [wish to asie my 
tight hou, friend whether there was any pledge 
thal, in the event of the territory bebind that port 
being occupied by the Russian Power, Brit d 
other goods would be allowed free access to 
Mr. Curzon: [think that is a question of which 
y:lon, friend should give notice, 
iy EB CAshiivead-Bartlet! I will give notice. 


OF | 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


eS Aas 

The yacht Zaidee, purchased by Mr. O. Voigt 
from Mr, Baggallay, atrived here from Kobe on 
Wednesday morning, afier a voyage of nine 
days, during which she experienced some rather 
heavy weather. 


It was generally understood in Shanghai on 
the 4th inst. that the political horizon was clear- 
ing, and that Consols, Hongkong Bank shares, 
and the new loan had all improved at home, 


Messrs, Carlowitz & Co. the Shanghai agents 
of the Hamburg-America line, have received a 
telegram. to the effect that the second steamer 
to the Far East, the Adria, which was reported 
ashore on an island near Perim, can safely 
proceed on her voyage. 


The Mitsui Bank put into force the following 
rates of interest from the 16th instant:—7 per 
cent, on fixed deposits for 12 months, 6% per 
cent. for 6 months, t sen 5 rin per day on cur- 
rent accounts, and 1% sen per day for temporary 
deposits of small sum: 








The contract for the electric tramway be- 
tween Machiapu, the terminus of the Tientsin 
railway, and the Yungting Gate at Peking, has 
been given, the WC, Darly Mews says, to a 
German firm, and will be carried out with Ger- 
man material by Messrs. Siemens and Halske 
—of Berlin. 


We are informed by Commodore Dewey, com- 
manding the U.S. Naval Force on the Asiatic 
station, that by authority of the Honorable the 
Secretary of the Navy, the following values are 
announced for the quarter ending June 3oth, 
1898 :—Imperial Japanese Yen, $0.498 ; Mexi- 
can Dollar, $0.444. 


We are informed that Chevalier de Waepe- 
naert, Belgian Consul at this port, is shortly 
going on leave to Europe, and that during his 
absence the Austro-Hungarian Consul, Mr, de 
Flesch, will be in charge of the Belgian Consu- 
late. The archives of the Belgian Consulate 
have consequently been removed to the Austro- 
Hungarian Consulate, 76-8 Bluff 


A Shanghai contemporary states that it was 
learnt in Nagasaki, when the Arnest Simons 
came through, that H.M.S, Narcissus was 
there, waiting to he docked in consequence of 
injuries sustained by her rudder, when tele- 
graphic orders canie for her lo leave immediate- 
ly, and she sailed within an hour with a jury 
rudder, _——— 


The U.S. cruiser Baltimore, 4,600 tons, 14 
arrived here on 








guns, Monday morning 
from San Francisce via Honolulu, and 
after coaling will proceed on her voyage to 


join the squadron at Hongkong, We hear 
that the Baltimore is fairly filled up with shells 
and other ammunition for the other vessels of 
the U. S, squadron. 


From the Hongkong Daily Press of April 
6th :—During the twenty-four hours ended at 
noon yesterday there were sixteen cases of 
plague reported and ten deaths, It is reported 
from Kowloon City that during the past fort- 
night three hundred cases of plague have been 
imported there from Hongkong. 


Tay Chin Tee is a curiosity—a guileless 
Chinaman. He took a rikisha on his way 
from Johore to Singapore, putting some 
$200 worth of jewellery in the vehicle, On 
reaching his destination he got out and went 
into his house to get_ money to pay the coolie, 
but on returning he found both rikisha and 
jewellery gone! Naturally, 


Sir Charles Mitchell, Governor of the Straits 
Settlements, and Lady Mitchell, are among the 
passengers to Japan by the Kmpress of China. 
Sir Charles Michell is going home on twelve 
months’ leave of absence, From Yokohama 
they proceed to Honolulu, where they will join 
the steamer from Australia to Vancouver, and 
go home by the Canadian route, 


His Majesty the Emperor despatched 


a 
Chamberlain to the late 


= Mr. in eX) 8 I 


with a message of condolence and a gilt of yen 
500 for funeral expense. On Wednesday 3,000 
yen were presented by the late Mr. Chiossone’s 
trustee to the Chief of the Kojimachi District, 
Tokyo, to be distributed, according to the will 
of the deceased artist, amongst the poor of that 
district. 

We are asked to correct the statement made 
by a vernacular newspaper and translated into 
these columns on the 7th iust., to the effect 
that Major-General Yanjoul, I.R.A., Military 
Atlaché to the Russian Legation, is about to 
leave Japan and will probably be appointed 
Governor of the districts newly leased to 
Russia in the Liaotung Peninsula. The story 
is a baseless invention. 





We learn with satisfaction from the Fiji 
Shimpo that the rumour of Marquis Saionji’s re- 
signation owing to ill health is not trustworthy. 
His Excellency’s condition has greatly improved, 
and he intends to take a trip to Hakone from 
the zoth instant. Itis probably owing to the 
latter fact that stories of the Minister's resigna- 
tion were circulated. 


Arrangements are in progress for a young 
folks’ evening at the next meeting of the Tokyo 
Literary and Musical Society on Monday the 
18th instant, There is to bea grand display 
of marionettes with appropriate music, and the 
riving generation of the capital will contribute 
various items of amusement. It seema a capital 
iden to set aside one evening for such a pur- 
pose, and we havegno doubt that the innovation 
will prove very successful. 








Ivis stated that Marquis Saionji, Minister of 
State for Education, makes disquietingly slow 
progress towards recovery, and that, having 
been urged by his physicians to abstain from 
all duties and submit to a course of treatment, 
his Excellency placed his resignation in the 
hands of the Minister President on the gth in- 
stant. Marquis Saionji’s retirement will be a 
great loss not only to the Cabinet but to the 
cause of education, and it is to be sincerely 
hoped that his health will soon be restored. 





‘The Kingsin Line of Hamburg has contracted 
for the building of a new large passenger and 
cargo boat, with the Flensburg shipbuilding 
yard, The new boat, which is to be delivered 
in the fall of the current year, is tobe 415 by 
46.7 by 31.9, English measure. She will be 
able to carry a cargo fiom 6,000 to 7,000 tons. 
Her average speed is contracted to be 12 knots 
an hour. 

A fire occurred in Shanghai on the night of 
the and instant by which the Customs Bank in 
the Szechuan Road was completely, destroyed, 
A curious and regrettable circumstance has to 
he reported in connection with the fire, says 
the V. C. Daily News. Vhe Hougkew division 
of the brigade dashed up to the scene of the 
conflagration with their hose and reel, and im- 
mediately they arrived the pony was taken out 
of the track, as usual, He walked a few yards 
and fell down dead, having dune his duty. 








On the rrth instant a lite before midnight, 
a woman passed throngh the gale atthe third 
crossing between the Sannomiya and Kobe 
stations and deliberately walked ulong the track 
to meet an approaching train. The Hiogo 
News says the woman was cut to pieces, 
and the remains were scattered over a dis- 
tance of 130 yards, Nothing is yet known of 
the identity of the deceased, and there is no- 
thing in the dress or appearance of the body 
to suggest a motive for self-destruction, 


The W.-C. Datly News of the 4th instant 
reports :—As the M.M. steamer Afeléourne was 
leaving the Company's buoy yesterday morn- 
ing, at about 10 o'clock, for Woosung, she ran 
into a foreign houseboat sailing up-river at a 
point just opposite the Yangking-pang Creek 
All the passengers on board the houseboat, 
consisting of a number of Chinesé ladies and 
gentlemen and their families and s-tvants, 
bound for a picnic at the Lunghua Pagoda, 
were thrown into the water by the collision, or 
hung on to the steamer’s chi 8, but it is not 

whether any persons were drowned or 




















not, Under the circumstances the steamer was 
unable to go ahead or drop her anchor, and 
nearly went ashore on the French bund. 


The first-class Russian line of battleship 
Georgi Pobedinostaeff \elt Sebastopol on the 
18th inst. Her destination, says a home paper, 
is supposed to be the Far East, as it is reported 
that the necessary permission has been granted 
by the Sultan for the passage through the Dar- 
danelles, Naturally, the above is only a test 
vessel sent through the Bosphorus, and if no 
protests come from the other Great Powers more 
will immediately follow. Some aver that the 
uncertain relations between Russia and England 
have caused this move, but the supporters of 
this theery are decidedly in the minority, 


The Hongkong Daily Press says :—The Holt 
Line steamer Polyphemus arrived at Colombo 
on the roth of March from Penang in a seri- 
ously disabled condition, which will necessitate 
her remaining there probably for a month, tll 
the repairs are made good. Her after tunnel 
shaft and bearing block broke on her voyage 
there from Penang; but the ship's engineers 
effected temporary repairs, and the vessel was 
ableto go onat reduced speed, and reached 
Colombo five days bebind time. The local 
agents wired to the owners al home for instruc- 
tions, The Polyphemus has alot of cargo, chiefly 
for Amsterdam, 

A Hongkong exchange says that the French 
have lieen taking precautions forthe defence of 
Along Bay, in the Gulf of Tonkin, During bis 
recent visit to Hongay, M. Doumer, the Go- 
vernor-General, held cousultations with Admiral 
de la Bédolligre, the colonel commanding the 
artillery, and other high officers, Batteries will 
be established at certain points, and the torpedo 
boats will be mobilised and other dispositions 
made for defensive operations, ‘These are 
merely tentative measures, Steps will be taken 
subsequently to provide permanent defensive 
works, 

The New York 7riéune, discussing the pos- 
sibilities of war, says :—The adequate protection 
of the port of New York is of vital importance in 
case of any danger of war, The great interests, 
commercial and industrial, centring in this 
metropolis demand defence of the most ample 
nature, Bat the policy which has been pursued 
has failed, in the minds of most army and navy 
officers, to provide for any emergency such as 
strained relations between this government and 
any foreign power may give rise to, The situa- 
tion may be summed up by saying that the 
defences now existing are regarded us wholly 
inadequate in case of the invasion of this port 
by modern irouclads. The vessels could lie 
out of range of the existing batteries and could 
shell this city with their high-power g 
they could run past the forts and reach points 
of comperative safety within close range of the 
entire cily. a 

The Hon, H.E, Wodehouse, C.M.G., left 
Hongkong on April 6th by the C.P. steamer 
Empress of China, having retired from the 
public service. Mr. Wodehouse came out as 
acadet in 1867 and has seen service in acting 
or substantive appointments in most of the 
Government departments. Since 1881 he has 
been Police Magistrate and Coroner, He was, 
says the Daily Press, a capable wiganiser and 
his services were requisitioned as Hon, 
Secretary to the Hongkong Commission in 
connection with the Indian and Colonial Exhi- 
bition, for which he received the distinction of 
C.M.G. Mr. Wodehouse is the inventor of the 
fire dispatch box used by the Fire Brigade, 
wuich has been found uselul in extinguishing 
incipient fires. 

We (China Mail) hear by the steamer Esme- 
ralda of what may be called a serious reverse to 
the leaders of the Philippine Rebellion, which 
is stated to have taken place in Manila on 
Friday, the 25th March. Some hundred and 
fifty of the rebels were holding a meeting, 
so we are informed, in a house in Manila, 
many of those present worse badges of the 
surgent movement. News got to the authori 
and the house was surrounded, with the result 
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forty were wounded, and the remainder were 
taken prisoners. The prisoners, weare informed, 
did not long remain in confinement, They 
were released—hy death. It may be that the 
modern mode of settling rebellions by a pay 
ment (or a so-called payment) of money has 
made the Philippines careless or reckless. 
Otherwise it seems inconceivable why the re- 
bels should meet in the centre of the lion’s den, 








. We hear that a few of the so- called 
rebels who were said to have been bought off 
returned to the Phi ines, and that several of 
them have paid the penalty. 


In reply to a question put by Lord Charles 
Beresford to the Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs in the House of Commons on the a5ih 
Feb, Mr. Curzon is reported to have said:— 
‘The following are the ements which have 
been agreed to by the Chinese Government on 
the representations of Her Majesty's Minister 
at Peking: (1) The internal waterways of China 
will be opened to British and other steamers in 
the course of June next, so that wherever use 
of native boats is now permitted by treaty, 
foreigners shall be equally allowed to employ 
steamers or steam launches, whether owned 
by them or by Chinese, (2) In view of the 
great importance attached by Great Britain 
to the retention of the Yangtsze region in the 

ese possession, the Chinese Government 
have formaily intimated to the British Govern- 
ment that there can be no question of territory 
in the valley or region of the Yangtsze being 
mortgaged, leased, or ceded to any Power. (3) 
The post ot Inspector-General of Maritime Cus- 
toms shallin the fnture, as in the past, be held by 
a British subject, so long as British trade with 
China at the ports continnes to exceed that of 
any other Power. (4) A port will be opened in 
Ha-nan within two years. It is not a mere ver- 
bal arrangement ; it is an explicit and a definite 
arrangement, but whether it has been embodied 
































in a treaty Ldo not know, as it has only just} 


reached us by telegram. 


In the event of a naval struggle between 
Great Britain and Russia in the Far East, the 
question as to who held Port Arthur would 
have, writes a naval expert in the Globe, a most 
important bearing on the condnet of the war, 
It would be in any case imperative for us, at 
the commencement of hostilities, to acquire a 
naval station for ourselves in the North, Hong- 
kong would be too far removed from the chief 
scene of action for any other use than asa 
repairing base for those of our ships which were 
seriously damaged, and which were yet able to 
steam 1,500: miles. What we should want 
would bea base for torpedo operations and a 
safe and handy rendezvous for the fleet. If 
Japan was acting in concert with us, Wei-hai- 
wei and Nagasaki would be all that we should 
require in this respect. Butif alone we should 
be forced to make strenuous efforts to seize a 
harbour which would satisfy our requirements 
for docking, and be strong enough to afford 
a proper shelter to our fleet. There is not an 
officer who has served of late on the China 
Station who does not appreciate the urgent 
necessity for such a port. Chusan has been 
suggested as a likely place, but it has many 
natural disadvantages, and is devoid of dock- 
yard or docks, or indeed, resources of any kind. 
What is wanted is a good harbour on the main- 
land as near the entrance to the Gulf of Pe- 
chi-li possible—situated, infact, on the 
narrow isthmus of Liao-tung itself. The very 
best, thongh one which has never been pub- 
licly proposed as yet, is undoubtedly that of 
Victoria Bay, an indentation in the large Bay 
of Talienwan. Victoria Bay affords a splendid 


























anchorage in 5} to 3} fathoms, with a bottom | cy 


of tenacious mud. Jn 1860, the chief portion 
of the British fleet and transports anchored in 
two lines along its south shore; the remainder 
on its eastern. The anchorage is shelted from 
all winds except those from E. N. E.to E.S.E., 
and on the south side itis sheltered even from 
gales from this quarter. By acquiring Victoria 
Bay, and making ita properly fortified naval 
station, we should place an effectual check on 
Russian pretensionsin the Far East, 
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CORRESPONDEN Ck. 


“ POLICY” ne CHRIS! 1 TANS. 


To THe Epitor of THe “Jara Matt.” 
Six,—The Doshisha controversy has assumed 
Proportions most inappropriate to the merits of the 
matter, ‘That the donors of funds who were led to 
believe that they were aiding in the establishment 
of a School the special object of which was to be, 
t 











in a large degree, teaching of the dogmas of 
the Chilstian religion, have a grievance is easy 10 
understand. They may with reason claim that 





tiey have been deceived; but to hold the Japanese 
government as aiders and abettors in the sequel of 
the deception, to one who is without bias in the 
mises, appears absurd. The government had 
to interest in the institution, it being a private 
venture of the founders, All the years that it way 
supported by the contributions of Christians the 
government paid no heed tw i 
tian teachers aud Christian scholars 1 
and be taught all the Missionar 
demand, without que nce from 
cialdom, So it was well, nent in its 
wisdom inangurated a Public School system 
under which all schools established by the State 
were to be supervised by the State and sub- 
ject to such tegulations as me to 
tme be promulgated by the Depart 
tion, One wise provision of the law under which 
the Public School system was established, was that 
no religions instruct should be allowed to be 
given in any school recagnized as a Public School. 
The United States of America, the cradle of the 
Public School system, has that proviso as one of 
the f 
Religious training is to be obtained in 
Schools established at private cost. ‘The better 
sense of the people has resolutely stayed the hands 
of the Cluistian Church from any control of the 
Public Schools; the Bible is excluded from them 
The Chinches, Sunday Schools, Chistian assoc 
tions—places where religions dogma ix taughi— 
being considered sufficient for all the needs of 
Christian ty treading in the same 
path, ign on bebalf of the State, 
leaving all 






































































iraun eottacriptind until ihe age Ot 28 is vouelisaled 


dents thereof, Nothing wrong in that. 
nity is granted in behalf of higher edu- 
When a student enters a schoo! of that 


to the » 
The im 
cation, 








nent ignores all private institutions of learn= 
ha matter how high the ata 











foled theteing 
tate Se A Sainte 
might elect to occupy a full staff of © 
fessors to devote their lime to the education of his 
only son, was conscripted at the age of 
19 would a wrong be done him under the law? 

Without a desire for mastering Theulogical sub- 
ed 
enough for all the 
wants of the youth—a high standard of 

ined without the fetish of an 

‘To come back to the “ Doshisha.”” ‘To 
the acts of the Christian gentlemen 
connected with the institution, the level of moral 
by them is not as high as it might 


























religion. 
judge fro 








much lower it could have been, The fewer stud- 
ents graduating from the “ Doshisha ” under the: 
moral influence of such men, the better for the 
future of Japan, [tis hardly to be expected that 
the pupil shall be in ance of the ceptor. 
Taking things as they appear, the pa of the 
“ Doshisha ” should congratulate themselves that 
they are well rid of a frand, Perhaps, the State 
can improve it! In the future it will not profess 
to he what it is 





















ealous in a works, with # fad; policy 
pose; Occidental Chiistians 


who profess that they are of the elect 





heir acts discover to the world that 
uit ho: or common honesty. 
Obliging Christians who will testify to God’s gond- 
ness and what He has wrought in, their souls— 
setting forth the holy joy they experience in their 
communion with the Son of God—if they are ask- 
ed to do so by their religious teachers rather than 
be thought ungrateful, T have known such 




















is a mopolite in religion as a general 
thing The question should propound itself to the 











ny fact it is difficult to discover how | Ce 


minds of all those who are so deeply exer 
over the “ Doshisha” affair, Of what use would 
it be 10 perpetuate the supply of the sort of Chris. 
tian that would graduate from the institution, if 
the moral sense of the trustees of the School, who 
all the: the late fiasco, 
been consider 
nity in Japa sidered of as high « stand- 
ard as Cluistianity demands? Probably there 
are more policy Christians in Japan—as well as 
in the world at large, than any other class of 
the great mul 
terms with the 
the " Doshisha ” contingent, 
will produce any number of the same sort. 
Yours, &c., 
Yokohama, April gtl 

























FOREIGN PATENTS IN JAPAN, 





To THe Eptror or tHe “Jaran Main.” 

k in your leading article of 
le statements telating to 
this subject which you have more than once 
presented ci ot (or perhaps ought not to) 











have left any doubt in the mind of av Ordinarily 
Intelligent Pe: 
But as 






for and possibly onposite, 
t all of us write O, 1. P. after 
eof us may be excused for 
et alittle further light upon the subject. 
t, as tegatds your Japanese fiend 
tegisters a patent in Great Britain, As. you 
tightly say, that patent is protected against 
tats by British subjects (and for that matter 
by fellow countryn persons of any 
pees vationality) in the United Kingdom, hut it 
is not protected from simlat.vinlation su Japan 
Bat who on earth ever expected that it would 
be so protected in Japan? Not the O. 1. P., I 
ould hope. 

‘o take the conver: 
tary foreign 





















case: Dues the solis 
rican, T believe,—who 
‘a Japanese patent, 
gine for a moment that that patent will protect 
him in America against infingement: of bis 
vention either by Japanese or his own cou 
men, 
himself by # second—United States—pate: 
if'a Canadian takes out a patent in Bolivia, ot 
vice versd, dors that patent protect him i his own 
county? Then why shontd J. 
aggtieved because Her 
Courts in Japan have no competence whatever 
pa ered in great Bri 
nd because they are compelled to answer: 
We take no cognizance of Japanese law which 
protects the patent” (presumably that registered 
in England, asx you mention ene only, and use 
the definite article) "in Japan”? Of course they 
can “take cognizance,” because no such 
apanese law exists for protecting British patents, 
in Japan or elsewhere, and whether held by 
nese or foreigners. 
ay Laskin what respect the practice 
sol the United States differs 
silane 















































from that of other cor 
And do citizens of the Unit 





Ss upon this point 
States obtain a 
teciprocal advantages up: t account ? 

T confess that when I first read the paragraph 
which [have just ctiticized, T took ity meaning to 
be as follow 

If J, hold 
Britisher, is 
but ii 




















ga Japanese patent, finds that B,a 
iging his patent 
Japan), and sues hin in a British Consular 
+ his application will be dismissed, on the 
ground © We have no cognizance, & 

On closer examination, I find that you have not 
said anything of the sort; but L wonder bow the 
O.LP., for whose benefit it was presumably writ- 
ten, understood it? 

Even supposing that the latter is a correct state- 
ment of the actual fact, whether you intended to 
mate it, or not, what then? [tis wot a new state 
of things brought about by the Japanese concess 
sion to grat patents to foreigners, but merely a 
continuation of the status quo ante, entirely une 
affected by that concession 
i", B obtainy a Ja 
J infinges it, Bo sues 
Count, and Consular jurisdic! 
whatever to do with It seems to me that Con- 
sular jurisdic y very well be left ont of the 
malt T tefrain 
































ese patent, and 
a Japanese 


















signed in London on 20th October last, 

T must wow tevert to a point in your former 
atticle of 29th March, in von accuse me of stating 
that the officials of the Japanese Patent Bureant 

ate invidiously aya 

have wever made any such statement, and T ob. 
ject to be saddled with it, first because I believe it 
tu be absolutely (alse, and secondly because it 
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would only obscure the real point at issue. 1 
have, however, strongly protésted, and still pro- 





tesi, against ihe extraordinary legal fiction which 
supposes that the granting of a patent somewhere 
on the other side of the globe a single day before 
the filing of a Japanese application by the person 
who has oblained the patent abroad, or by his 
legal tepresentative, is tautamount to previous 
use in Fapan. 1 have also pointed out that this 
fiction, while it does not affect the bond fide 
Japanese inventor, who naturally applies first for 
his patent at home before he tries to obtain one 
abroad (Inowing that he has plenty of time allow- 
ed for doing so) presses hardly upon the foreign 
applicant, who must lock up his inve in his 
own desk until he is morally certain that his 
Japanese application has been filed, and must 
meanwhile sun the tisk of anticipation at home. 

I wish further to remark that in the Japanese 
regulations, which, ax you have rightly pointed 
out, were originally intended solely for the pur- 
pose of affording protection to Japanese ap- 
plicants without any reference to foreigners, the 
terms “in public use,” and ‘not novel” could 
only refer to “public use’? and “novelty” in 
Japan: and I still strongly believe that, in every 
case in which a patent lias been tefused to a 
Japanese applicant on the ground of want of 
novelty, it will be found that the invention was, or 
might have been, know to scores of other persons 
residing in Japan at the time of the applicatio 
Ol cou 
least one instance to the contrary has been cited, 
with dates, [must be allowed to hold to my belief, 

LT have been reprimanded for flippancy, if not 
for contempt of cout, both by yourself and by the 
editor of the Fapan Times, lor the expressions 
which [used in pomting out that the above-named 
Japanese fiction was absolutely unique and with 
vut precedent: but neither you nor he have im- 
prgned that statement by quoting a single instance 
to the contrary except that of Germany; and I 
am surprised that you fail, or refuse, to recognize 
nal difference between the two cases, 
official publication of a specifica. 















































man patent imtil after three months from the date 
of f the German patent is applied for hy 
the person who hay applied for the patent abroad, 
cor by his legal representative, and if the foreign 
State (or each of them in which the official pnbli- 
cation shall have taken place) be one in which, 

ing to a publication in the /mperial Gasette, 
reciprocity is guaranteed.” 

In the first place, Japan declines to comply with 
the simple condition of guaranteeing reciprocity, 
and has only herself to thank for the disability 
which she could at once remove, if she chose; and 
in the second place, foreign official publicatio 














of 


a specification even in countries which, ondition- 
ally or unconditionally, grants a term of grace is 





absolutely fatal to the application for a Japanese 
patent. 

lam 
Geinran agreement in this particular respect is 
due to the fact that it was negotiated by diploma. 








lists who knew little and cared less about patent 


practice, and who probably thought that one set 
of patent regulations was as good as another; but 
even supposing that a German translation of the 
Japanese Regulations then existed, and that it 
was submitted to a patent expert to repait upon, 
he might very easily have been misled by the 
somewhat vague wot of Atticles HI. and X. 
of those Regulations, and might have failed to 
suspect that they had been, might be, o: could be, 
constined in the manner now complained of, 

stly, why do wot the foreign Chambers of 
Com 


itto be threshed out 
peculiarly within their cognizance. 

Apologizing for the length to which this letter 
has unavoidably van, 


in, Yours, &e., 























W. SILVER HALL. 
Tokyo, 11 April, 1898. 


"THE DOSHISHA. 











To te Epiror or THE “JapAN Matt.” 
Sir,--Your editorial on the  Doshisha 
tion 


ties. 





for the same. 
in it concern 
me a mistake; it is to state the exact case that 
Task for a few lines, Referring to the special 
commmitiee sent to Japan by the American Board 
in 1895 you state that the Committee required 
the Trostees of College t blicly endorse a 
certain declaration of faith tustees refused. 
‘They said that in their opinion the consequence of 
the proposed step would be to confound telipions 
propagadism with secular education, ete.” 

















I cannot prove this point, but until at 


will not be fatal to the application fora Ger- 


ined to suspect that the failure of the 


e take up this matter, instead of leaving 
1 the newspapers? [vis one 


your issie of March 26th is on the whole 
so satisfactory that [wish to express my thanks 
There is, however, one sentence 
ga matter of fact which seems to 


This 


Go 


[April 16, 1898. 





seems to be the popular impression as to the 
nature of the interview held by the committee with 
the Trustees of the Doshisha ; I have come across 
it more than once in conversation, Yet it is quite 
incorrect. I think it will be found that the foilow- 
ing is the correct statement of what took place at 
what time, 

On account of the public utterances of one o 
more of the instructors in the employ of the Dus! 
sha attacking the fundamentals of Christian 
belief and morality, such as the existence and 
personality of God, the nature of Christ, the 
mortality of the soul, and the destuictive ine 
fluence of such antiChristian teaching on the 
young men in the school, the question was forced 
on the Mission avd on the Board as to what 
the ‘Trustees undersiond by the term‘ Chiise 
tian.” ~The | Constituti of the Doshisha 
reads that © Christ is the foundation 
of the mor 
pany.” The American Board's Committee 
simply asked the Trustees to state what they 
understood ‘* Christianity” to mea They did 
not present to the Trustees a definite confession of 
faith or creed which they asked the Trustees to 
sign, as the sentence in your editorial seems to 
imply, but they rather sought by conversation to 
learn what they meant, in order to find out whether 
the Board could consistently continue in co-ope 
tion with them. As [have said above, this inquiry 
was forced by the utterances and actions of mem: 
bers of the Doshisha faculty, which utterances and 
actions by no stretch.of the term could be called 

Christian ;” at least, soit seemed not only to 
our Mission and Board, but to others also. 

The following quotation from the * Report of 
the Deputation to Japan” (p. 15) though rather 
long, will make the above statements clear. I 
should be noticed alsa that the source of the 
difficulty felt by the Trustees, so far at least as 
appeared in their conversati was not that 
the proposed step would "confound religious pro- 
pagandism with secular education,” but simply 
that “they must not ally themselves with any 
party? (sect or denomination), 

“We, the deputation, asked if they would affiem 
as among the beliefs for which the Doshisha stood 
in Japan, the personality of God, the divinity of 
Christ, and the future life. They declared they 
could not, While as individuals they could affiim 
their acceptance of these beliels, as trustees they 
could not affiem them, since differences ex 
isted among Christians on these points, aud 
they must not ally themselves with any party. 
When asked if they would accept the creed of 
the Kumiai Churches in definition of the seuse 
in which they used the word Christians, they 
declined, saying that they would thus identity 
themselves with a single denomination. When 
urged at two long conferences to make some 
statement, however briel, in language of their 
own, of what they meant by * Christianity,” since 
the word did not in their minds involve the 
above-named beliefs, they declined, “They said it 
was unnecessary; that, having declated their 
purpose to maintain a Christian institution, they 
should be teusted to do so; that to affirm the aboves 
med beliefs would warrow the basis of the Uni- 
versity, would cause the resignation of professors 
whose services they did not wish to lose, would 
tepel students who were encouraged now to enter 
the school by its spirit of free inguiny.” After 
her statements and explanations, “the teply 
was that the whole subject had been a matter of 
thought with them; that theological opinion in 
Japan was in aforuative state, and beliefs were 

etiled ; that for that reason and fot the reason 
tit would be disastrous for them to act now 
under the appearance of compulsion, they could 
make no statament whatever, except that they 
should maintain a Christian University. They 
said that they had done the best possible under 
the circumstances; that, though there were some 
professors who were not Christians, efforts would 
be made, ax changes occurred, to secure such 
professors only as would be.in harmony with the 
Christian spirit of the institution.” 

A careful reading of the entire statement of the 
Deputation does not reveal asingle statement of 
the Trustees to the effect that the definition of 
what “Christianity” means would tend to  con- 
found teligions propagandism with — secular 
education.” ‘That question was not prominen 
at that time, What they desired was absolute 
freedom of religious thought untiammelled by 
definitions and pledges, and total separation from 
all forms of sectarian 

Thanking you for your generous allowance of 
space, I am, very respectlully yours, 


SIDNEY L. GULICK, 



































ty. 
education promoted by this com- 



















































































































































Matsuyama, Lyo. 


[Our explanation was taken from the published statement o 
Mr. Kosaki, President of the Dushisha Ev. 7M] pai 


gle 








‘To tHe Epitor oF THe “Japan Math.” 


Sir, 
will be 
ches (which have grow 
work of the Ametici 
have just gathered 
‘Tokyo, have voled : 

1, That the act of the Dashisha Trustees ex+ 
punging a pait of the unchangeable foundation 
of the School was a lawless or unrighteous act, 
(fuhd no shoi). 

2. That we admonish the trustees to revive these 
expunged articles. : 

3. That a committee of seven be appointed to 
follaw up the matter in case the Doshisha refuse 
to give heed to this action, 

Bris vote wos geeted with applause from dele- 
ates and spectators, and these Churches have 
ow in the most emphatic way possible put them: 
selves on record as disapproving this actioi 


Liem erely yours, M. I. GORDON. 
April-13, 1898. 


Lam very sure that you and your readers 
erested to know that the Kumi-ai Ch 

tp in connection with the 
1 Board's Mission) which 
teptesentative Council in 
















































N.Y.R. STEAMER’S TRIAL 7RIP. 
—+——_ 


‘The Tamba Maru, one of the latest boats of the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s Entopean service, passed 
her tials on Weduesday and qualified for the 
Government subsidy. The Tamba is a fine 
steamer with the lolty double bridge, the si 
funnel, and the high poop of the class of the Kav 
nagawa Maru, Built to accommodate a large 
catgo, het tegi-tered tonnage is 361 
between uprights 445 feet; her beam 4g ft. 2 
het depth 33 ft. 610. Her poop meas 
in length, her bridge deck 110 feet, and 
55 feet. The biidge is 42 Ipet above the water 
ine when the steamer is fully loaded, 

Asa passenger boat the Tamba Maru, ike the 
other Ewopean boats of the Nippon Yusen Kai- 
sha, is extremely comfaitable, ‘The acco: 
tion is not of course so large ason some of the 
mote purely passenger boats, but every effort is 
made to study the wellsheing of passengers, and it 
must be a fastidions man or wontan who could nat 
make himself or herself extremely he six 
or seven weeks’ voyage to Emope, ‘The eabins are 
exceptionally large aud fitted with every moder 
convenience, The saloon is well lighted and airy, 
tastefully decorated, and comfortably upholstered, 
whilea splendid system of ventilation lessens much 
of the discomfort experienced in the Red Sea 
aud some Uopical ports, There is a laige pio 
menade deck, a cosy smoke room, a social ball, 
good baths, aud in short all the features of # first- 
class liner, And, moreover, a chief steward and a 
chef who understand their business, 

‘The Tamba las already made one jou 
fram Europe, but owing to the engineers’ st 
there were some defects in her machinery w 
ave had to be temedied at Yokosuka. Now, 
however, she is quite in the best working order, 
and, neatly painted in black and sed, she 
looks as smart a ship as any entering Yoko 
hama port. The Tamba was built by Napier, 
Shanks, and Bell, of Glasgow, and engined by 
Dunsmuir and Co. a Clyde fim, She is under 
the command of Captain H. Barnes, an able aud 
experienced navigator, who has seen much ex 
perience im the service of first-class companies 
like the Castle Line; and her engine depast- 
ment is superintended by Mr. Crawlod, long 
in the N.Y, K's eastern service. Her 
is of course Japanese, but the officers, with 
the exception of Mr. Mamura, the fourth, are all 
English, Mi. Christiansen is first’ officer; Mr. 
H. H. Coe second ; and Mr. W. McKenzie third. 

The tals took place under mast favourable 
circumstances, Wednesday was a lovely dey, 
and, though in the early morning there was just 
enough breeze to make the water sparkle i 

hine, towards noon even this died away, 
Tokyo Bay was as smooth as a pond. In 
these circumstances the Tamba Maru was enabled 
to do extremely good work. Manceuwed by the 
Hes the supeivirion of Tei Shinsho 

cation Department) officials, Captain 
and Mr, Paxton, Assistant Superindent of 
the N-Y.K,, she made a trip across the Bay to the 
North West, turned and resturned, and was genes 
tally put through her paces in the approved style. 
The result was that she easily satisfied the Go- 
veruiment tequirement as’ to speed—14 knots 
per hour, Her average record was 1431; her 
minimum speed 13.917, and her maximum 14.673. 
‘The revolutions ot her screw averaged 81 to 83 
per minute, Among the visitors on boad were 
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crew 















































Me. K, Mivakami, of the Customs Offic 3 Me 
K. Osani (Chairman), Mv, ‘T. Higuchi, Mr. T. 
Honzai, Mr. 1. Sadzamoto, Mey I. Okada 





vembers of the Yokohama 


(Secretary), and other 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce; Mr. Conil 


rigi from 
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(agent principal de la Compagnie des Mes«age- 
ties) Maritimes) Mr. Hutcheson, and Mr, A. 
Woolley (of the foreign Chamber of Commeice 
and Harbour Improvement Committee); Mr, S. 
Iwanaga, Mr. A. Macmillan, and Me. E. Pa 
(Head Office Nippon Yusen Kaisha) ; Mv. T. 
Hayashi and Mc. 1. Wada (Yokohama branch 
office); Captain Mackenzie (Kanagawa Maru), 
Captain Cook (Bingo Maru), Mr, Taylor (chief 

er of the Bingo Maru), Captain Curnow, 

















A profuse hospitality was extended to the visi- 
tors, who were entertained toa tiffin which spoke 
eloquently of the resources of the chef's galley. 
At the conclusion of the meal Mr. HayasHt ads 
dressed the company in Japanese, the effect of lis 
remarks being as follows :— 














Genrieamen,—We deem it a great honour to 
to have your presence at the trial trip of the Com- 
pany’s eighth new steamer, Tamba Maru, to-day. 
which leaves for Eur April 16th, being the 
25th voyage since the ‘ation of the Com: 
pany’s Euopean service, The Company's new 
ships have been gradually aniving from abroad, 
and some of them, afier passing the examinations 
necessary for the provisions of the law, have 
alteady made one or two trips. T avail myself 
of this opportunity of the presence of the Com- 
mittees of the Japanese and Foreign Chambers 
of Commerce and representatives of the Press to 
make a few remarks, The development of Japan- 

wv trade since the war has been remarke 
als and departines of vessels in 
Yokohama have heen greatly increased in con- 
sequence. In 1896, ot d the ser- 
vices (9 Europe, America and Australia, and from 
next month, as has been our intention for some 














































time past, we shall sun steamers to Europe 
every fortnight, As a result, the aggregate 
tonnage of the Company's steamers — enter. 
ing and running from Yokohama on the abuve 
line will reach 450,000 tons per annum, “This 
goes to show the evet-incteasing prosperity of 
Yokohama. Although congratulations may be 





expressed on that point, there is a pressing neces 
sity for the improvement of the harbour, which, 
I believe, will be an important feature towards 
aiding the future prosperity of Yokohama, The 
incessant coming and going of vessels calls for these 
provements, and the attention of all concerned 
directed towards such an object. Our 
Chamber of Commerce has already appointed 
a Committee to formulate a scheme for the im- 
provement of the Yokohama harbour, I hea 
that the Yokohama General Chamber of Com- 
metce, too, has recently appointed a Comm 
tee for a similar purpose. Murthermore, it has 
been proposed to make a joint effort on the 
part of the two Chambers so that the desired 
improvements shall be caried into effect. 
Without doubt, the two Chambers are, as it were, 
the two wheels of a cart. Especially do I esteem 
the proposal for a joint action of the two Chambers 
in the matier of the harbour improvements in 
question, 1 am pleased to say that Tam appoint- 
ed to form one of the Committee of the Yokohama 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce. Needless to sy, 
ihe Nippon Yusen Kaisha is always prepared to 
give all poysible support for the public interests of 
Yokohama, and moreso since the improvements i 
question bear an important relation to the busi- 
ness of our Company. Lregret Lam not qu 
to ably fulfil the part of a Committeer 
mean to do all in my power to promote the inter 
ests of Yokohama, Lastly, I beg to state that I 
leased to avail myself of this opportunity of 
the Chambers of Commerce all prosperity. 
Oran added a few words on behalf of the 
He said the 
























































Mr. 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce. 
Japanese Chamber hoped and expected to Soper, 
rate with the Foreign Chamber in all matters 


affecting the improvement of the harbour, ‘That 
the harbour wanted some improvement and regu- 
lation could not he denied. They had at present 
the Kanagawa Maru waiting outside the harbour, 
ble to enter because there was to 100m for her. 
‘he improvement of Yokohama harbour was a 
very important matter both for the port and the 
company. He wished success to the N.Y.I. and 
the Tamba Maru. 


Mr. A. Woottey said he regretted very much 
that the foreign Chamber of Commerce was not 
better represented, but, speaking on behalf of the 
Harbour Improvement Committee, he could ouly 

that he should do his utmost to formulate some 
proposal which would be submitted to the Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce, and he hoped the two 
bodies would work together in a way that 
would benefit both Japanese and foreigners alike. 
He thought he voiced the feelings of foreigners 
when he said they were most glad at the progress 
of the compat He wished not only that ship 
and its Captain every success, but also every suc 
cess to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha itself, 
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Mr. Cont added 4 few words in French, 
which he wished both the ship and the Company 
success, and added that the foreign companies 
applauded the enterprise aud energy of the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

At the conclusion of the trials Captai 
was heartily congratulated on his success. 











Barnes 











RUSSIA IN THE FAR EAS?1. 


+—— 


Tu the House of Commons on the tst March, 
Sit E. Ashmead Bartlett: rose to call attention to 
the advance of the Russian Power in Nocth Eastern 
Asia, and to move: “ that it is of vital importance 
for Britigh nmerce and nce that the inde- 
pendence of Chinese territory should be main- 
tained. : 
He said that the great 
nercial relations with China the temarkable 
interest shown by the public in this cousty 
in the tecent crisis in the Far East were a sufficient 

ustification for the motion, ‘The essential prin: 
ciple of British interests in Northern China and 
in the Northern Pacific was, in opinion, the 
maintenance of the integrity and independence of 
Chinese teritory, ‘The pledge as to free commeice 

open poits which had been given by Russia to 
this country, in exceedingly ambiguous term: 
would be of no value whatever, even if observed 
the letter, were Russia allowed to over-sun 
control any large portion of Chinese territory 
The most remarkable fact of the last twenty years 
had been the extraordina:y advance of the Russian 
power, especially in North-Mastern Asia. The 
end which Russia had in view in hee movement 
during the past filty years was to obtain rol of 
the rich and populous districts of Northen China 
and to establish herself asa great naval Power in 
the Northern Pacific. He should lke to hear from 
the Government whether there bad been any 
Russian military occupation of Manchuria or other 
portions of Chinese tenitory. ‘The population of 
Manchuria was fine and soldier like, aud if ence 
this lerritory was occupied and contiolled by Russia 
it would be weed directly asa feeding ground for the 
Russian Army Ouce given control of this enor 
mous fighting force, then Russia’s pledges, as well 
as China's pledges, with regard to Cential China 
would be absolutely valueless, because Russia 
would have the control of « military power which 
would enable her to aver-nin practically the 
whole of Chinese territory, The territorial inde> 
pendence of China was, therefore, of the utmost 
importance. ‘The key to the miliary and com: 
mercial position was the Trans-Siberian Railway. 
The moment that railway was completed f 
would be mistress of the position by land, a 
policy that this conntey or Japan ce 
adopt would be an effective check, He should 
Ike to know whether the Cassini Treaty was in 
force, and whether China had given Russia per 
pission to take a shart cut through Chinese 
territory with the railway. All the present 
difficulties of this countiy were due ta the change 
which tuok place in 1893 in the foreign policy 
of this country. Since that time this’ county 
had been steadily pushed down bull in every part 
of the world, ‘The Government of 1893 hegau the 
course of alienating all our ancient Hl 
allies, and foreing us tuto a pasiti 
i ‘The establishment of the Japa 
Pot Arthur would have been a bulwark against 
the Russian advance southward, and for us the 
tive of the Japanese power in the Kast might be of 
providential benefit; for we could not maintain ou 
position in the Northern Pacific without its help. 
But the shortsighted and pusillanimons policy of 
the late Government had deliberately abandoned 
Japan to Fiance and Russia. He believed that 
the late Puime Minister was in favour of action, 
but was overruled by his colleagues. Now the 
present Government was confionted with a 
similar crisis, and if they cated they could at 
present control the whole Chinese question with 
the assistance of Japan, As to the German 
occupation of Kiaoechaw, he regarded it as a 
brill stroke of policy. Tue object of the 
move, besides benefiting Germa commerce, was: 
to expose Russian aims in Ni t Asia and 
arouse British interest. Tt was obvious that the 
German Emperor had been as successful in his 
foreign policy during the last ten years as the 
British Government had been unsuccessful, but 
he did uot believe that the German Emperai’s 
policy was hostile to this countty. The German 
Emperor saved England from its policy of mad 
sentimentaliom and puerile isolation. — By 
saving Turkey, ashe undoubtedly did in 1896, the 
Getman Emperor saved India for Eugland, be+ 
cause if Tukey, with its splendid fighting ma- 
terial, had fallen under the control of Russia we 
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should never have Leen able tohold India. It was 
only wecessary to think for a moment of the con- 














flicting interests between this country and Russia 
and France Aliica and China to be convinced 
that an alliance with those countries was injurious 
and illusive. He thought the House should have 
from the Government a clear statement as to the 
pledges given by Russia in regard to keeping open 
any ports in China which might come under her 
control, He also thought there was considerable 
ambiguity about the undertaking given by Ger 
many gard to Kiao-chow, which ought to be 
cleared up by the Government. He ventured, in 
conel to assert that the maintenance of the 
tereit 























io 
ial integrity of China was absolut 
sary for British commerce and British 
and he would add as a_covollary to that that the 








integrity of China could only be secured 
e with Japan and an understanding 
any. 

Mr. T. G Bowles seconded the motion He 
thought there was every justification for bringing 
it forward. The positic egacd to China wore 
aless salisfactry aspect now than at the opening 
of Patlian , and it was doing a service to the 
Government to give it the opportunity of making = 
futher statement onthe question, He hoped the 
House would not be told that negotiations were 
sul proceeding, and that therefore the Foreign 
Office must shroud itself in mystery and silence. 
‘The view of the Foreign Office probably was that 
China was a vulgar place connected with Wade, a 
long way off, and having no adequate amusements 
for the voung gentlemen sent abroad by the Fox 
ign Office as Attachés.—(Langhter.) But fro 
the point of view of British Wade there was wat, 
pethaps, in the whale wold a country so import 
ant as Ch He did not except India from that 
statemen regard to Afvica, the people in 
that co! wot wear clothes, and where 
people did not wear cluthes thry needed very litle 
that England could sell them.—(Laughier.) [nu 
China the consumers were alveady made; and, 
seeing that the markets were being closed to us 
one by one in all pacts of the world, the only hope 
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for a great expansion of Brisist (rae in the future 
lay in that countey.—(Heat, hear) ‘The export 
aud import trade of Chuva was, according to the 
trtuiny for 1895, already £53 000,000, and of this 





£35,000,000 were conducted by Great Britain 
Buc that ade was not one-tenth of what could, 
should, and would be cared on with Ctiva if 
only her independence was waintained and ade 
quate pressive was exercised upon the Chinese 
authorities to remove the fiscal and adanuist ative 
bavtiers which alone impeded the cuculation of 
commerce throughout the length and breadth of 
the land. The interest’ of India, too, was 
concerned, while t futuve of Austealia was 
not indirectly concerned also in the future of 
Ch ‘aking advantage of the Japanese war 
Russia and France came lorward in Chinals ex 
tremity as her friends, and Russia especial 
ly intervened as ber friend. Russia had so 
hypnotised China that she was now absolutely 
predominant and autoceatic atthe Comt of Peking, 
In October, 1895. the Government was absolutely 
and fully aware of the danger of the Rnssian action 
upon China, Whether they now so agreed, and 
whether so agreeing they were prepared to take 
steps to guard China from the dangers indicated, 
they would learn in the course of that debate. 
Coming to the more active phase of the policy of 
Russia and Germany, the former sent men-war to 
Port Arthur, but, 90 far as was known, not with, 
the, intention of permanent occupa put the 
couduct of Germany was flat pitacy, seizing Kiao- 
chow with the slenderest excuse ever put forward 
by any nation for such an act, and, in hiv beliel, 
the action was taken in concert with Russia in ops 
position to British and Chineseinterests, Meanwhile 
Fiance was preparing to act, and the attiiude of 
the thee Powers did) uudoubtedly excite » 
feeling in this conntry, when suddeuly a teleg 
annonuces that England had agreed to make a 
loan to cleat off the Japanese indemnity. The 
importance of this lay in the expectation that 
conditions favourable to England would attach to 
the loan aud that England would obtain con- 
siderable influence in the councils of the Cor 
Peking for the expansion of Chinese e 
Among the conditions were the opening of treaty 
ports at Ta lien-wan and Nanning, and the first: 
mentioned was a challenge or declaration to Russi 
that her aspirations and desites for annexing the 
province wrre to Le resisted, and similarly the 
opening of Nanning on the West River was a de- 
clacal to Fiance. ‘The challenge to Russia was 
taken up atonce, and Lord Salisbury gave up the 
demand tor Taclien-wan, declaring that it was a 
place of no importance as tegards trade, which 
probably was the fact, [t would seem that the 
demand was ovly put forward ta discover what 
Russia meant. So again with France in regard 
to Nanning, England had been warned off, and 
Nanning had disappeared from the English: pro- 
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be the opening of the Yangtze river, and the 
telegram of Jan. 17 was received with the greatest 
possible satisfaction hy the people of England, iv 
creased when the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
declared in_a speech in the country that Her 
Majesty’s Grvernment were determined to keep 
open trade with China even al the tisk of war. 
‘The right hon, gentleman was followed by the 
Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs, who said we 
meant to have compensating advantages equiva- 
letit to those given China to other people, and 
even the Attamey-General used unusually bel- 
licose language for a mau of law. The English 
people naturally expected that the result after all 
these bold utterances would be that the satisfac: 
tory arrangements concluded would be maintain 

ed, but great was the disappointment when on the 
meeting of Parliament it was explained that such 
was not exactly the situation of affains; the 
ports were given up, and as to other condi- 
tions only a general assurance of concessions 





























was given, The conditions withdrawn were 
said not to be essential, but if all that was 
essential had been accepted by China how was it 








the loan had fallen through? A tight hou, friend 
near him suggested the premature telegram in 
The Times. ‘The loan fell through because Rus- 
sia put her vetoon it. Was it not clear that the 
disclosure in The Times came fiom Russian 
sources. Tt was to the advantage of Russia to 
prevent the loan, and the publication of the tele- 
gram prevented it. [t was suggested that we had 
concessions from Russia and Germany, and that 
Russia bad given written assurances, but they 
had seen in the case of the Betlin Treaty that such 
assurances were not worth much, Germany, too, 
had given similar assurances which he did not think 
were of greater value, The position at this mo- 
ment was that Russia was absolutely predominant 
in Chinese counsels. No fewer than three military 
altachés were spread over the country with power 
to train Chinese citizens for service in the troops. 
She had the most absolute domination over Chi 
ese matters, and unless something were done soon 
it would be absolutely impossible to resist the 
execution of anything that Russia wished to see 
accomplished throughout the length and breadth 
of China, This showed what we had low. We 
might have held that position, or we might have 
tegained what we lad partly lost, had we been 
able to carry tough the loan; but the loan as it 
was about to be caried through now would give 
England, asa State, no influence whatever in the 
connsels of China, | If Russia and Germany pro- 
ceeded with the annexation of the ports indicated 
they would adopt their own exclusive system 
of trade, and the result would be they would 
have little, if any at all, and the wade would 
vegin to flow into China through its accustomed 
channel, But there was the land behind the ports, 
and if the same process was to be applied to the 
Hinterland it would be far more galling, more 
oppressive, and mote destructive to trade than 
even the Chinese system of levying interiot duties 
which had so strangled tade. In the last resort 
Kngland was, and always must be, when it came 
to force, the strongest Power on the Chinese coast. 
We could reiniorce our Chinese fleet fom the 
Pacific, the Indian, and the Australian squadrons: 
before either German ov Russian ships could get 
half way to China, This country had no selfish 
aims with cegand to China, and all it: asked for 
iiself it was prepared to share with the whole 
wold.—(Hear, hear.) All that England desired 
was the maintenance of China as au independent 
Power, and her protection against those agpres- 
sive counties which would annex her only in 
order to close het.—(Hear, hear.) 

Sie W. Harcowt:—I have been asking myself 
for the last two hours what is the object of the 
speeches to which we have listened avd how far 
they and the resolution before the House will cu 
tribute to the solution of a question which every 
body admits is one of supreme importance to the 
interests of this countty.—(Cheers.) The mover 
and seconder of this motion strangely enough con 
tradict one another al almost every point, Tere 
are two great potentates in Europe who will have 
occasion to tejuice lo-morow,—(Laughter.) ‘The 
Emperor of Geimany is patronised by the mem 
her for Sheffield. The meuber for Sheffield 
has long suffered from a disorder which was very 
common in this country—that Russophobia for 
which he has never recovered, although I am bound 
to say ithas worn itself out a great deal in the 
public opinion of this country.—(Cheers.) Nu one 
has spoken more strongly, more respensibly, in 
that sense than the present Prime Minister. Two 
years ago he stated that he could see no ground 
why England should regard Russia as its enemy. 
I venture to say such speeches as we have listened 
to are doing and will do infinite mischief 10 this 
country throughout the world. What is the sor! 
of allack that is made upon Russia by the men 
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ber for Sheffield? He says Russia is making a 
movement in the East of Asia. So she is. She 
is making a great railway through her own teri 
tory, and that is a thing which is necessarily hose 
tile to Eugiand. 

Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett :—I said where Rusyia 
was attacking English interests was in trying to 




















obtain control of northern China, 
Sir W. Harcourt :—Yes, but what evidence 
is there of that except that she is making a 


railway through Siberia? What would have 
been said if Russia or any other Power had 
taken such a view of the construction of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. The First Lord of the 
Treasury said not long ago, and said quite truly, 
What it was the most natural thing in the world 
that Russia should desire an ice-free port in the 
Pacific. Why is Russia to be regarded as the 
enemy of Great Britain because she desires an 
ice fvee port on the Pacific? 

Sic E. Ashmead. Bartlett :—Through C 
territory, 

Sir W. Harcourt :—If 
terms fair to other countries to give Russia 
access to an ice-free port, why should she 
not ?—(Cheers.) Then he says all the misery we 
endive is because we have no allies in Europe. 
Then there iy another great crime which, accord: 
ding to the hon. member, the late government 
committed, They did not join Japan, To do 
what? ‘To make war on Chi ‘The comse 
which the late Government took was, in my 

jon, a perfectly wise couse. They did not 
desire (o be the enemies either of Japan or of 
China, And when steps were taken to cuerce 
Japan the late Government declined to be a patty 
io that action, At this moment, aud ever since 
that time, Japan has lovked upon Great Britain 
asherfiend. [you want a closer alliance with 
Japan itis perfectly open to the Government to 
enter into such au alliance. We lelt it perfectly 
fee, We declined to make ourselves pattivans in 
that contest between Japan aud Chi The 
member for Sheffield says that Germany is not 
hostile to England, —(Hear, hear.) I hope and 
believe that to be the case, but the hon, member 
charges the late ment with having caused 
hostility between Germany and England. In my 
opinion, Lord Salisbury was perfectly right when 
he said that the great hope of a setilement, whe- 
ther in the Near East or in the Bae East, is ina 
good understanding between England aud Rus: 
T believe that to be a wise and sound policy, and 
Lord Salisbury bas seen that the attempt to deal 
with Eastern questions in a spirit of jealousy 
and hated and hostilily towards Russia is 
a policy which has been tied for half a centur 
and bas failed, and that itis only by acting 
in a friendly spirit with Great Powers like 
Russia, Fiance, and Germany, whether in the 
Nea: East or inthe Far East, that you cau really 
advance the true interests of this country, The 
extraordinary thing in these alliances as they pre. 
sent themselves to the hon, member is that he has 
but owe lest of the alliance which England ought 
to seck, and that is that it should be founded upon 
a love of Turkey.—(Hear, heat.) Germany has 
come to the rescue of the Moslem populations 
throughout the world. ‘That is the ground on 
which he gave his patronage to the Emperar of 
Germany. We do not accept that test at all. 
What E complain of is that for weeks all the 
newspapers, and many gentleman in speeches, 
were calling upon the English Government ta do 
something to avert the mischief that was going 
to befall British trade in consequence of the ac 
tion of Russia and Germany in Chinas As soon 
as Parliament met we were told by the Prime 
Minister that all this had arisen from the con 

on of ideas, that there was no foundation for 
h apprehension at all, Lord Salisbury said: 
“Tam bound at the same time to say, lest it 
should be supposed that we have been main 
ta a desperate diplomatic battle in favour of 
the Treaty of Tientsin, that nobody has ever yet 
suggested the slightest intention of infringing any 
of the rights we enjoy under that treaty.” What 
are those tights? They are all contained, I 
Uhink, in the last words of the Treaty of Tient 
sin 5 that England shall enjay in China every ad- 
vantage that any other conmmtry Iray. Tf that be 
so, if the statement of the Prime Minister is true, 
as Tam sure it is, that nobody had ever suggested 
the slightest intention of iufiinging any of the rights 
we enjoy ander that treaty, why is the country 
to be allowed to be alarmed on the subject? ‘The 
Prime Minister added, “and I venture to hope, 
knowing the soundness of judgment of the states- 
men by whom Europe is governed, that na such 
intention will ever be entertained.” “Ts that true? 
Ueso, why are we to have speeches inciting the 
minds of the country first against Russia and thea 
against Germany? With teference lo the affair 
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of Port Actin, the Prime Minister said j=" We 
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have received spontaneously from the Re 
Government a written assurance that any port 
which they might obtain leave to employ for the 
outlet of their commerce would be a free port, free 
to the commerce of this country. Now, a free 
port is much better than a treaty port. So, having 
ascertained that Ta-lien-wan was to be a free port 
0 interested us very little indeed to know whether 
it was to bea treaty port ar not.” Tf that be the 
fact why in the world is the public mind to be dis« 
urbed upen the subject? [put a question this 
afternoon to the right hon, gentlem T asked 
him Lo present to Pathament documentary evidence 
which would satisfy the country.—(Hear, hear.) We 
have had vague statements, but >: 
such supreme importance as these 
reduced to writing. If we see these assurances 
black and white we cau judge what is intended, 
As regards Port Arthur, the hon, member for 
King’s Lynn quoted certain eloquent passeges from 
a publication ascribed to tlie Under-Secretary of 




































State, He spoke of them as the language of the 
Foreign Office, Ido not think that is exactly cor- 
tect. He says that Russia has done nothing in 





respect to Port Arthur which she is wot perfectly 
entitled to do under treaty righty, Then why are 
we (o have any alarm on the subject of Russia and 
Port Arthur? The hon, member for Sheffield 
wishes us to make war upon Russia belore the 
Siberian Railway is finished, a railway through her 
own territory, The Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs went on to say—" Russia has sent ships of 
war to Port Arthur, and if blame is to be attached 
to her for doing so hee Majesty's Government 
must be included in the accusation, for a fortnight 
ago we did exactly the same thing. ‘That is a 
light we enjoy in common with other Puwer under 
the Treaty of ‘Tientsin, and in the exercise of that 
tight our Adasial from time to time orders ships 
to visit that port. He did that twa or three weeks 
ago, and, if the occasion atises, will do so again.” 
If that is so, what is the meaning of all this alarny, 
of all these panic fears, as to the position of Russia 
in this matter? The First Lord of the Treasury 
has very truly said, on more than ane occasion, 
that the advantage of other countries ix not neces: 
sarily our loss,—(Hear, heat.) Personally I have 
followed with admiration the progress Russia has 
made in the development of her commerce and 
manufactwes at home. ‘That is the case with 
Germany also. As we have the world for our cuts- 
tomers il isa great advantage to us that the world 
should be prosperous, shat other coustries should 



















































have the purchasing power. But there are 
some things in these negotiations which have 
rptised ine. I never undersiood why, if 





Taclien-wan is of so little valu 
asked for.—(Cheers.) That is a 


it was ever 
matter which 














requires explanation. Then there is the curious 
condition that China has agreed not to 
part with the valley of the Yaugtsze-kiany Ie 





is quite evident that if avy nation approached 
us and asked us not to part with the valley af 
the Thames the condition is one we should 
readily agree to.—(A laugh.) But it is not my 
object to criticise to criticise the Government or 
to weaken their hands, On the contrary, I 
desire 10 strengthen thei hands against their 
wa supporters and against this motion, but 
what I do ask of the Gevernment is thatthey 
will make to the House a thank statement of 
the actual position of things. If you want to 
remove the mischief of such speeches as those 
we have listened to; if you want to remove the 
evil of this perpetual, I will not say nagging 
at, but denunciation of other countries when 
there is no foundation for it atgall, you ought to 
leassure us in tespect to Russia as the Prime 
Minister did as tegaids Germany. Lod 
Salisbury said :--" Similar assneances have been 
made to us by the German Government with 
tespect’ to the territory they have recently 
occuppied; indeed, the German Government 
went further and were more flattering to us, for 
their Ambassador informed methey had come to 
the concly that oue manner of dealing with 
such things, at all events in the colonies, is better 
than theits, and that in this instance, at any rate, 
they intended to imitate our methods.” We want 
to see a record of that assurance, It ought to be 
presented to Parliament at. the earliest possible 
lime, so that we may be sure there is no teal 
foundation for alarm in this matter, and that we 
may go on in concert with other nations in develo» 
ping the trade and the civilisation of the world. 
—(Cheers.) 

Mr, Curzon :—I quite agree with the right hon. 
gentleman, the leader of the Opposition, as to the 
fone which ought to animate the speeches on 
either side of the House in this debate, and I shall 

Lendeavour to depart from that tone, [ shall, 
L hope, also satisly the request for information he 
has made. [du not know that this 1s precisely 
the most favourable mument for a general discus: 
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sion of the Chinese question, 
and negotia 





Our proceedings 
Ws at Peking and elsewhere are 
still incomplete, and it ix, therefore, difficult for 
me either to present a ected narative of 
events to the House or to give them what the right 
hon, gentleman has asked for—namely, a full 
statement of the policy of the Government. It is 
a sound rule, not merely of the Foreign Office, but 
of common sense also, that considerable reserve 
should be maintained in public and Parliamentary 
utterances as to what is happening; and [am 
suse [ shall not be held open to blame if in some 
respects I am wot able to depart from that 
reserve, Atthe same time, I quite recognise ihe 
acy of the request of the right hon. genile- 

and T shall endeavo: far as I possibly 
can, to make a clear statement of what the views 
and actions of the Government have been, I ac- 
cept the contention which has underlain the whole 
of the speeches to which we have listened—namely, 
that thi ty enjoys a preponderant interest 
(Hear, hear.) ‘That, indeed, is one 
monplaces of modern politics and hise 
tory which it is needless either to demonstrate or 
to endorse. We were the first people to unlock 
the door of China to foreign trade. We were the 
first Power to survey her coasts. We were the first 
to drive away pirates from her seas. We, indeed, 
were the first people to stud the whole line of her 
coasts with pots open uot only to ontselves, but 
to the commerce of the whole world. We were 
the first people to send steamers up her water ways, 
to build railways for her, to exploit her mines, to 
carry into the: interior of ihe country over 
thousands of miles the advantages of European 
coramerce and European comforts, Let it not 
be forgotten, too, that we were the first Power 
to give to China the nucleus of a pure Admini- 
siration atthe same time that we added a great 
annual revenue to he: Treasury by instituting 
an Imperial Customs service in that country. 
(Cheers.) It may uly be said that, in so far as 
China at the present moment is not in the East an 
but has within it a vital, living 
i due to the action and 
initiative of try.—(Cheers.) All these 
i es explain the preponderant interest 
y of claim which we feel in that 
But here may I utter a word of caution? 
rcumstances do not seem to me to con- 
fe for us an exclusive interest. They do 
justify us in regarding with jealousy or 
1 the attitude of other competitors, per- 
haps just as competent now and as well equipped 
as ourselves, who may have arrived ou the scene 
later. (Heat, hear.) We may, perhaps, 

regard pardonable compnnction the en- 
croachment of these rivaly on tie sphere of activity 
which, until recently, was almost entirely our 
own, But in so far as that was legitimate 
and. pacific encioachment we have wo cause 
of complaint. 1 1 it that we should, on the 
contrary, endeavour to gird our Ivins to meet 
the new condition of affairs, and to retain 
an age of competition what we won 
an age of monopoly. 
of my hon, friend the member for Sheffield, I 
doubt whether it would be inthe power of this or 
any Government, whatever its intentions might 
be, to act upto the high level of the patriotism 
and courage of my hon, friend.—(Laughter 
the same time, the Gove have no difficulty 
in accepting the motion, We agree with him 
that the integrity and independence of China are 
matters of intense solicitude to the Gove: 
as they must be to any British Gover 
that they may be considered the cardi 
of on policy in regard to China, Passages have 
been quoted from writings of my own, aud I was 
surprised to find an hon, member of so much wit 
and originality as the hon, member (Mr. 
devoting so much of his speech—and, in my 
opi the least dull po: of speech— 
(laighier and cheers)—to extracts from writings 
for which I should not have thought that, @ 
prort, We entertained much respect.—(Renew 
ed laughter.) I am not one of those who bh 
any great belief in the inherent stability 
the Chinese Government. Pressed as Chii 
is from every side, and incapacitated from 
successful resistance, as she always hitherto has 
been, by defects in her Government and in- 
stitutions, Tan well foresee she is confronted in 
the future by even greater dangers than she has 
had to meet in the past. But our policy is and 
st be to prevent her disruption so far as we 
can, and to secure for her that fresh lease of life 
to which her immense and magnificent resources 
entitle hec,.—(Cheers.) We are, therefore, oppused 
to the alienation of any Chinese territory or the 
sacrifice of any patt of Chinese independence.— 
(Hear, hear.) That is a policy from which the 
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With regard to the speech 



















































stances arising in the future, circumstances gravely 
affecung, and, pethaps, seriously imperilling our 
imerests in China, which might tempt us, and 
even compel us to depait from that attitude 
reserve. But the seizure of Chinese territory, the 
alienation of Chinese teritory, the usurpation of 
Chinese sovereignty, is not primarily any part of 
British policy; and it is not likely that that which 
we repudiate (or ourselves we should regard with a 
welcome eye if attempted by others.—(Hear, hear.) 
L will give a short and succinct history of tecer 

events dating fromthe Chino-Japanese war. The 
whole face of the East was changed by the result 
of that war, It exercised a most profound and 
disturbing effect upon the balance of power 
and upon the situation and destinies of all 
the Powers who either are situated or have in- 
tevests around the China seas. Iam not going 
to be tempted to embark ona discussion of the 
questions raised as to whether the late Government 
were or were not wise in taking up an attitude of 
abstention at the close of that war. [am so 
anxious to eliminate anything in the natute of 
even party dissent that I prefer to put aside that 
question altogether.—(Hear, hear.) But I thiok 
there can be no doubt about the fact that the steps 
taken at that time by the Governments of Russia, 
Germany, and France in the interests of China 
have had an immense effect in that part of the 
world in increasing the interests and pretensions 
of those Powers and in establishing alien on the 
gratitude of Chins,—(Cheers,) It was from the 
result of that war that recent events have arisen, 
A further instalment of the war indemnity was due 
to Japan at an eatly day, and it was the endeavour 
of China to raise the money that brought about 
wegotiations of which so much has been heard. 
With tegard to the subject of the loan I think 
there has been some misapprehension. We weve 
asked to make a loan, We did not in the 
first place, offer to do it of our own accord. The 
initiative was taken by the Chinese Government 5 
but when the request came from China to the 
Government the Government decided, not merely 
that we were better qualified than others to lend 
the money, but that in the interests of commercial 
expansion and sound finance the assistance was 
such as could very properly be given. The Go- 
vernment offered a loan on what [ think it will 
not be denied were most generous terms, and they 
asked in return for certain advantages which were 
not of a selfish or exclusive nature. On the cone 
avy, the advantages which they asked for were 
specially chosen so as not to offend the suscepti. 
bilities or clash with the interests of any foreign 
Powers; but they were of a character to benefit the 
tade and interest, not only of China herself, but 
vf all countries as well as our owt (Hear, hear.) 
Well, Str, these efforts on ow part did not prevent 
suspicion from being aroused or prevent agencies 
from being set in opposition which proved inimical 
to the granting of the loan in its original form. 
The Chinese Government withdrew their original 
cequest, and I should imagine that no one, not 
even my hon. friend the member for Sheffield, 
would ever argue that we ought to have forced 
our money down the throat of China at the point, 
as it were, of the ramtod.—(Hear, hear.) Of 
course, the negotiations and the conditions 
attached to then lapsed, or at any rate passed 
into another groove, Nevertheless we received 
from the Chinese Government an assurance that 
the loan, which they had ceased to ask from us, 
should not be invited from any other Govern= 
ment, and negotiations, which [have heard this 
afternoon have been Lrought to a successlul issue, 
have been proceeding in the interval for the 
raising of a loan throngh the ordinary channels— 
through the agency of certain influential banks — 
(Cheers.) The Chinese Government, her 
influenced by the considerations placed before 
them by the British Minister in discussions at 
Peking, intimated their desire ta make certain 
concessions which would be beneficial vot merely 
to British trade and influence, but equally so toall 
foreign Wade and influence.—(Cheers.) [was a 
little surprised that the hon, member for King's 
Li de no allusion whatever to the concessions 
which have been published in this country and 
read out in this House, and which, I venture to 
think, are a very material factor in our considera- 
tion of the'whole question.—(Hear, hear.) It is 
not necessary for me to repeat at length what I 
have aleady stated, but I will briefly recapitulate 
the advantages which have Leen secured. [u the 
fist place, the opening of internal navigation on 
all rivers in China to British steamers from the 
middle of the ensuing summer, which means that 
we shall be able to take British merchandise in 
British ships, not merely to the ports recognised by 
treaty, but to every riverside town and station 
the whole of the interior of China.—(Cheers.) 
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Government have abstained, h they rea 
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Secondly, there is the provision upon which I think | 
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tion put a rather forced interpretation—an inter- 
pretation certainly which the Goverment do not 
endorse—as to the 1 jenation of territory in the 
Vangtsze region to any other Powers. Why 
was that stipulation asked for? The Yantsze 
Valley is that part of China the commercial de- 
velopment of which has been peculiary the work 
of the merchants and financiers of this country. 
I: is the main and natural outlet of British com- 
meice in China, and, moreover, it is worth re- 
embering, that the Hinterland of the Yangtsze 
Valley is contiguous with the upper tegions of our 
own territory in Burmah, and it is the ambition 
of many in this country that at some future date, 
if not at the present time, there shall be railway 
connection between the two. third provision 
was the assurance that the position of Inspector- 
General shall continue to be held by an English- 
man—perhaps I should say a Briton—(Cheeis)— 
so long as British trade is in the ascendant i 
China.—(Hear, hear.) This, I think, may be re- 
das a vibutenot merely to the predominance 
ish trade, but to the character and services 
of that eminent man Sir Robert Hart—(Cheers) 
and when I mention that, according to the statise 
of the Imperial Customs in China, Great 
carties 82 per cent, of the total trade of 
that passes under a foreign flag and pays 
76 per cent. of thedues and duties collected ou 
that trade, it must be obvions to the House that 
if we ever forfeit that predominance it will be en- 
tirely owing to our own faul,—(Cheers.) The 
fouth assurance was tle opening of a port in 
Hunan in two years’ time. It may be asked, why 
should there be delay in this? The reason is 
simple. The delay is due to fani ismand the 
notoriously turbulent character of the population 
of that province, ito which Europeans can hardly 
be said to have yet penetrated, but which I believe 
is regarded as a vast field of potential wealth in 
the future. ‘These briefly summarized are the four 
concessions made by the Chinese Government, I 
venture to say that they are considerable and 
valuable concessions,—(Cheers.) They have 
been secured without any financial risk or obliga- 
tion on the part of this countey, and I think we 
are entitled to regard them both as a tribute to 
the friendliness of the Chinese Government 
and to the ability of the British Minister at 
Peking.—(Cheers.) When Sir Claude Mac- 
donald was appointed there were some of my hon 
iends on this side of the House who doubted 
that appointment, and he was somewhat severely 
attacked in this House. I think those of my hon, 
friends who took that line will now admit that a 
more vigorous and capable representative we have 
rately had at Peking, and the application of his 
independence and resolute personality to the time- 
honoured mechanism ot Chinese diplomacy has 
alieady been attended with most beneficial results, 
—(Cheers.) I pass now to the other events which 
have been happening in China. ‘The firstof these 
was the action af Germany, who, in reparation for 
an outrage inflicted on some of her missionaties, 
acquired a long lease of the port of Kiao-chou, and 
declared her intention of making that a free port, 
I may add to that assurance that the German Gos 
vernment have given repeated assinances to Her 
Majesty’s Government that they have 10 desire 
to disturb the integrity or shake the peace of China, 
or in any way to conflict with the interests and 
susceptibilities of Great Britain,—(Hear, hear.) 

Sie W. Harcourt :—Will the correspondence 
which shows these facts be presented to Patlia- 
ment? 

Mr. Curzon :—That is a question which I 
swered ou behalf of the Secretary of State this 
afterno He does hope to lay cotrespondence 
ata later date, and of course he will endeavour to 
include that to which the tight hon, gentleman 
refers. 
Sir W. Harcourt:—-I can quite understand 
that if there are further negotiations going a 
which ace the subject of this particular matter 
there might be some difficulty in publishing the 
correspondence. But I gathered that what is 
before Pasliament is concluded, and thefore we 
could lave these capers. For instance, if satis- 
factory assurances have been given by Russia and 
Germany on this point, why seould we not have 
the papers? (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Curzon :—OF course, | cannot speak for 
the Secretary of State, but Twill represent to 
him what the right hon, gentleman has said, and 
Thave no doubt that when the papers are laid, 
and they will be as soon as possible, commun 
tions on the matter will be included. ‘The next 
point is the action and attitude of Russia, and 
on this point what happened was as follows. 
A discussion having arisen on the desire of 
Russia to possess an ice-free outlet for her 
commerce in the Far East—a desire with the 
imacy Sigyhich sympathy has been frequently 

din this country—an assurance was 


































































































































406 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


(April 16, 1898. 





voluntarily given by Russia that any such port 
would be open and subject to the same conditions 
as regards ships and commerce as those which 
prevailed in other open ports on the Chinese 
coast, A slight controversy has arisen as to the 
exact nature of these assurances, ‘The misappre- 
hension, if any, arose as to the doubt which the 
Russian Ambassador, in representing the views 
of his Government, had in the first place spoken 
of an open port or a free port. The Russian 
Government have not preclided themselves from 
declaring in the future that the port shall be a 
free port, but their present assurance is that 
such a port shall in any case be an open port. 
The difference is simple. A free port is one like 
Hongkong, at which no tariff whatever is im- 
posed on commerce. An open port isa treaty pot 
Tike all other ports ou the Chinese coast, in which 
the tariffs are assimilated, and in which no higher 
due can be exacted from Buitish or foreign com 
merce than can be exacted from commerce from 
anywhere else coming to the treaty ports. This 
the triple series of events that have taken place 
China. The principles which have underlaid the 
policy of the Government in each of these cases 
have been the same, and they are the principles 
which have been more than once stated by my 
right hon, fiend the leader of the House outside 
these walls, The fist is that to which I have 
alluded, the maintenance of the integrity and 
dependence of CI the second is the preser- 
vation of our treaty rights, and here again there 
seems to me much dispute as to what these Wealy 
rights ace. There ate three articles in the Treaty 
of Tientsin of 1858 which must be borne in mind, 
‘The first is Article 24, by which itis agreed that 
British subjects shall be requived to pay on all 
merchandise the duties imposed, but in uo case 
shall they be called upon to pay other or higher 
duties than are required (rom other foreign uations. 
Article §2 provides that British ships of war, 
coming for no hostile purpose, shall be at liberty 
to visit all ports within the dominions of the Em- 
peror of China, and shall receive every facility for 
obtaining provisions and water, ‘The third is 
Auticle 54, which confers what is most commonly 
known as the most-favoured-nation tights, Those 
les are the main charter of our come 
al posi China, and we cannot consent, 
Tdo not think any British Government would 
consent, either to their abandonment o: infraction. 

Sie W. Harcowt:— Have they been threat- 
ened? 

Mr. Curzon :—1 
that questi ye fact that they may not have 
been threatened or infringed already does not 
dispense the Goverment from exercising vigil 
ance as to what may happen in the future, 
‘Those articles give the Government the right 
io oppose all exclusive privileges or 
tariffs that may be conceded. They establish, 
in fact, equality of treatment and opportunity 
as the principal bases of our relations, Timay even 
say the principal bases of international law with 
reference to China, ‘The third principle of o 
policy is that of free commerce, Our belief is 
that the integrity of Chinn, which we were asked 
by this motion to safe-guard, is most likely to be 
secured by throwing open China to the interests 
aud intercourse of the whole world, and nut, so 
to speak, by closing ler into separate watertight 
compartments, each bearing a separate label or 
appellation of its own, ‘The more Powers, the 
more civilised Powers, you interest in China, the 
more likely you ate to be able to sustain her ine 
(Hear, hear.) The conces: 
which were originally asked for and those 
which have been granted to the Government have 
heen animated by this spisit and they will be 
interpreted in that sense. I hope in the cemarks 
11 ade that [ have said nothing at all 
divergent from the spirit in which 1 was invited 
to approach the question by the leader of 
the Opposition, IT shou'd like to add that 
Her Majesty’s Government frankly acknowledge 
the generous and loyal support which they have 
received on this question from right hon, and hon, 
menibers opposite—(Cheers)—both on the platform 
and in both Houses of Parliament, since the Ses- 
sion began. ‘That confidence and that suppurt, 
of course, place a grave responsibility on the 
shoulders of the Government, but it also, [ think, 
may give us some confidence in, thinking that in 
pursuing the policy which [ have endeavoured to 
sketch in outline the Government are not acting 
merely as the nominees of a Parliamentary majo 
rity, but ay the trustees of the entire vati 
(Chreers.) 

The motion was agreed lo—=L. & C. Express. 
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think that T have answered 


special 





FREIGATS AND FOREIGN COM- 
PETITION IN THE 1RON AND 
STEEL TRADE, 

% o a 


The following interesting correspondence has 
appeared in the W.-C. Dasly News :— 


Messrs. Collins & Co., of London and Tientsin, 
have sent us the following copy of some corres- 
pondence between vepresentative shipowners and 
ironmasters in England with reference to the com- 

ion created in freight by conference steamers 
of to the detriment British rade :— 
17, Water Street, Liverpool, 
Toth January, 1898. 
Messrs. The Pearson and Knowles 
Coal and Iron Co., Ld, 
Warrington, 

Dear Sus, - We enclose a copy of manifest of a 
caigo landed at Bombay by one of the steamers 
fiom Hamburg, Antwerp, etc. This is one of 
many in our possession, which we shall be pleased 
to show if desired. 

Our object in vow addressing you is to bring 
this matter more particularly before you, and to 
see if something cannot be done for our mutual 
benefit in the way of preventing these large orders 
ng to the Continent, and securing them for 
shipmenthence. We may mention that one of our 
local shippers last week informed us that they had 
1,000 tous steel just going from Antwerp, in three 
steamers only, We have recently seduced our 
rate of {ceight to try to induce business, and would 
point out that it is now less than charged by the 
Continental fines. We are therefore hopeful of 
your being able to help matters in the direct 

ated, other wise we fear this iron and steel 
business will be drawn to the Continent altogether, 

Yours tuly, 
(Signed) 
































Hewperson BroTuers. 


1sth January, 1891. 
Messrs. Henderson Brothers, 
Water Stree!, Liverpool. 

Dear Sirs,—We have to thank you for your 
favour of roth instant, The figuees that you are 
good enough to put before us tell a tale with which 
we ate unfortunately only too familiar, but we are 
glad to nute that you, at any tate, among British 
shipowners, begin to realise the gravity of the 
position, which we have all to face, in vegard to 
this fe nm comps jon—it has all but extinguished 
our Easter 
ed German and Belgian productions for what 
only a very few years ago, exclusively of Br 
manufacture, We lool’ upon it that we have, 
























vainly if not entirely, to thank the po 
of the steamship conferences for this result, 
To trace the origin from which all our 


troubles have sprung we must go back some 
years, to the time when the export iron trade 
of Antwerp, Rotterdam, and Hamburg was in 
its infancy—and the great shipping lines imagined 
that they had found a new customer whose trade 
would constitute an addition to what they already 

British ports, In vain we and others 
Wseason and out of season, that every 
shipped from abroad meat one ton 
less shipped from home. Our protests were 
ignored, and we were told that if one line did not 
do the Wade, another would; and thatthe future 
and the British maker must look after themselves. 
Preferential rates were offered all J for the 
new heights fom foreign ports, while similar ad- 
vantages were petsistently refused tu old customers 
im this county whose trade was considered to 
be safe and in no danger of leaving ity usual 
channels, The opening thus made was prom| 
tly seized upon by a certain section of British 
merchants, who, in their eagerness to undersell 
home competitors, by any means and at all 
hazards, took no thought that foreign traders 
would inevitably follow foreign goods, to 
the ukimate discowfiture of the British maker, 

nd shipowner alike, [tis tue that for 
own well-known bi ds maintained 
but by dint of the perseverance of 
our antagonists and the experience gained from 
tepeated failures—and alsa in consequence of a 
general lowering of the tone of the trade—by 
degrees one line of business alter another was 
wrested from out hands, The cesult appears in 
the returns you have sent us for perusal. 

The normal difficulties of a British manufac 
er in connection with the peculiarities of 
Bitish workmen and the unnecessary expenses 
entailed by Government interference in all 
directions, were handicap enough at the outset. 
With thee we might: have. stunggled, and 
still held our places, but the first stroke which 
shattered our connection came from the hands 
oft itish shipowners, and now ou Basten 
















































































tade in iron and steel, and substitul- 





gle all but gone, our Western trade is 





little better, and even home tt 
by a continuance of similar tactics, which enable 
American and other tariff protected producers, by 















specially low freights, to dump their surplus st 
in this country at any price they will fetch, W 
is the remedy for this state of things we ci 





yet decide, though we have revolutionised our 
methods of working and reduced our profits to 
minus quantity tempting to solve the 
blem, but the first step in the right divecti 
undoubtedly for the shipowners to reverse th 
recent policy in our favour, and give to home 
manutacturers and British ports a preference 













freight such as they at one time accorded, and 
still 


many cases accord, to everything that was 

We are not yet quite played out, but 
hing space which we have before us 
our opinion of t duration, and w 
some systematic assistance fiom all who 
terested in the prosperity of British trade, the end 
will soon be in sight. 

Perhaps you will be good enough to place our 
views before the members of your conference for 
ideration, and, if evidence is required to sub: 
stantiate theie correctness, we would commend to 
your persual Mr. Chamberlain's Blue Book on 
this very subject, which shows how far-reaching 
have been the effects of the policy of which we 
complain. 



















Yours truly, 
For Tu Pearson ap Knowzus. Coat ann 
Irow Co., LD. 
(Signed) Jno. J. Buecxty, 
Director. 





C. Dairy News. 

‘ion did I vead the cor- 
tespondence about the decline of the British hard- 
ware trade in this morning's issues of your paper. 

Being somewhat interested in the matter, 
Lilla few years ago, well at the height of al 
export business in Antwerp, it is with a cert 
astonishment that I read your correspondent’s 
hotices about special freight utes and other favours 
accorded to cargoes of hardware from that port, 

I am sorry to see that—although one of your 
correspondents beats about the bush—noue of 
them care to go deep enough into the question. 

At first, by what means has the Continental 
hardwate trade made itself known in the East, 
and how is it taking gradually the place of the 
British ? First and above all by spending money, 
plenty of money, to introduce its produce to the 
buyer and in convincing the latter that it is pos- 
sible to manufactie with reasonable profits, the 
same quality, if vot better, of any kind of 
al much lower rates tban do the Br 
proving th 
taw material ready at hand and in stances 
cheaper than the British, and being wble to work 
it just ay well and at much less expense than the 
later, the Continental manufacturer can sell bis 
produce cheaper than his insular competitor. 

On spending thus a larger percentage to bring 
his goods to the man and on being satisfied witha 
smaller profit, is ita wonder that he progresses ? 

Who has in late years made the most progress 
in the hardware teade of all Southeastern Ewope? 
Is it not the Belgian? The same cau be said of 
allthe Far East. 
lamous freight question was of any im- 

atter do any of yonr reade 
ish manufacturer should ws 


To tHe Epitor ov THe “ 
Sin,—With much atte 













































a 
goods via Antwerp or another 


day to export 
Continental port where these favo ing rates exis 
i the very low freights between the Br 
tish ports and the Continent ? 
Lam, etc, An Antwere DutcuMan, 
231d March, 

















LIQUID FUEL FOR STEAMERS, 
arabe Sean 

Here is an interesting item from a home 
paper: 

A new oil steamer was Iai B 
Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth and Co, 
Walker shipyard on 220d inst., to the order of 
Messrs. M. Samuel and Co, on behalf of 


























Neverlandsche Indische Industrie en Handels 
Maatschappij She is arranged for carrying 
petroleum in bulk on Swan's cont 





ous expan: 
sion trunk principle, The expansion trunk, which 
exiends almost the whole length of the vevsel, 
forms a connection between the three superstruc. 
tures. Light draught is a sine que nom in the 
trade for which the steamer is intended, and she 
is therefore designed to catty a dead-weight of 
about 2,100 tons on a draught of only 15 feet, The 
speed under these conditions will be ten knots, A 
special featiire-sif theymachinery is that liquid fuel 
has been “provided ‘for, and the buruers, pipes, 
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pumps, co which ate required for 
the corbu: being supplied. As the 
new vessel left the ways she was 1 
by Mrs, Samuel, the wife of Ald 
Samuel, the head of the fim of M.S 
Co. After the launch the guests adjou 
luncheon room. Among those pigsent wer 
Alderman and Mrs, Samuel, Colonel H. F. Swan, 
Captain Tomioka, and Mr. Mera. 

Colonel Swan proposed the toast of success to 
the Haliotis, coupled with the name of Mrs. 
Samuel. Alderman Samuel, in teply, said he 
ventured to say that this ship was going to in- 
fe an entire revolution in the means of pro- 
pulsion of ‘Vhey had been very fortunate 
in discove eo whai they believed, with- 
ont exception, wer est oilfields in the 
world, ‘Ihe company of which he was chaiiman 
was prepared immediately tu, erect storage, and 
in avery few mouths they would be able to con- 
tract for supplying vessels from Yokohama to 
Suez. ‘That brought the question of oil steamers 
within practical politics, So long as these sup- 
plies of oil could ‘not be obtained it was almost 
useless to build steamers to burn oil, but the 
went the matter was taken up b} 
pany as he was connected wi ving a capital 
of £1,800,000, it was a guarantee to the com 
mercial world that they saw their w hat he 
believed would be the greatest revolt nthe 
method of propulsion they had seen during this 
generation, 















































PRINCE HENRY IN HONGKONG. 
—_—_—_+- 

In Honkong a ball was given'in honour of 
the visit of Prince Henry of Prussia to the 
colony. At supper the following speeches 
were delivered :— 


Sir John Carrington, the Chief Justice, pro- 
posed the toast of the evening. He said—Your 
Excelle ladies and gentlemen, I have the 
to invite you todrik the toast of the health 
led guest, His Royal Highness 
P. (Applause.) When 
His Royal Highness came amongst us he came 

fl e-told title 10 our respect. In the first 

of the august lady who was 
ess Royal. (Applause.) In 
the next place he is the grandson of on beloved 

en, Her Majesty the Queen Empress— 
(applause)—and lastly, he is Prince of the 
reigning hi of the great and fiiendly German 
by whose illustrious sovereign he has 
tusted with an important command in 
yan Navy. (Hear, hear, and applause.) 
ig his short stay amongst us, His Roy al 











































Highness has shown that le has other claims to 
our esteem and) regard,—claims which 

founded on his own personal merits, (Ap: 
plause,) For it is the simple tuth to say 





that His Royal Highness, by his frank and 
chivalious beating, by bis courtesy and con- 
Siderute manner, by his love of manly gi 
‘and sports, wud by other qualiti 
of w tue sailor Prince, bas during his sojourn 
Amongst us wot the hearts of all with whom he 
has been brought into. contact iv this Colony, 
(Appl Lcall upon you, therefore, to drink, 
with the greatest cordiality, and with the fullest 
Honous, the toast which T now propose to you, 

“The Wealth of His Royal Highness Prince 
Henry of Prussia.’ 

‘The toast 
fallowed by @ spo 
jully good fellow.” 

Prince Henry of Prussia, in reply, said—Your 
Excellency, ladies and gentlemen, you may be 
leve me if Tsay that Lam deeply grateful for the 
words Sir Johu Carrington has just pressed, and 
which I, personally, hardly deserve. At the same 
time, allow me to thank the civil community of 
Hongkong for this perfectly splendid reception 
which you have offered me to-night. [alse thank 
All of you for the hospitality shown to myself ard 
to the officers of His Imperial Majesty's Navy 
ducing our stay in Hongkong. —(Applause.) 
Hospitality is a quality which is known amongst 
all the Europeans in the East, but allow me to say 

nothing unco i ish colony and 
wigst loyal subjects of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen. (Hear, hear, and applause.) 
may be allowed to propose the toast 
of Hongkong. (Hear, lear and ap- 
ng, Lrequest my fellow officers 
three hearty cheers for the wel- 
Hip, hip, hucrah | (Loud 














drank with great enthusiasm, 


weous version of  He’s a 






























plause.) 
to join with me 
fare of this Colony. 
applause.) : ‘ 
Major-General Black said—Your Royal High- 
Trise to express the thanks of the Bove" 

ol 


T have the honour, however feebly, 














e—to thank your Google 
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the gracious words which you have just uttered, 
‘There is nothing that can advance the true ia 
terests of Germany which cau injure the interests 
of the United Kingdom, (Hear, hear aud ap- 

e.) The G sand the English are 
hes of the same stock ; our lan; i 
from a common root, and I see no 
Heaven why we should not he friends. 
hear, and loud applause.) Therefore 
of this community—which although | 
the Buitish flag still has amongst its 
many mew of your eountry—on behalf of that 
community [ thanle your Royal Highness and 
the officers of your squadron for the gracious way 
in which you have drunk tothe health and pro- 
sperity of this Colony, (Loud applause.) 






















LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 
Sa ge 
(Bow 1 Jara Tian 


UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 
THE VATICAN’S INTERCESSION. 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION STILL POSSIBLE. 

London, April 6. 
There is ceaseless diplomatic activity in 
Rome and Washington, President Mc- 
Kinley has postponed his message to Con- 
gress till Thursday. Meanwhile peace is 
not despaired of. 
REPORTED SETTLEMENT. 
QUEEN-REGENT INTERVENES. 
London, April 7. 
President McKinley has suddenly post- 
poned his message to’ Congress: until 
Monday. Advices from Madrid state that 
a settlement has been arrived at through 
the earnest intervention of the Queen 
Regent, and the able representations of Sir 
Julian Pauncefote and other Ambassadors. 


SPAIN YIELDS TO OUTSIDE PRESSURE. 
ARMISTICE GRANTED. 
MILITARY PARTY INDIGNANT. 
AMERICAN POLICY UNCHANGED. 

: London, April 11. 

Yielding to the representations of the 
Pope and the Powers, Spain has consented 
to grant an armistice to Cuba, The 
military party regards the decision as 
tantamount to a disgrace. Advices from 
Washington state that the granting of an 
armistice will not change the policy of 
President McKinley, whose message goes 
to Congress to-day. The American Con- 
sul has left Havana. 


THE PRESIDENTAL MESSAGE, ‘“ wAR MUST 
FINISH.” 
‘(USE FORCE IF NECESSARY.” 
London, April 12. 

President McKinley’s message to Con- 
gress expatiates on the barbarities of the 
warfare in Cuba, and the serious effects of 
perpetual revolution in America. He 
declares the war must finish, and asks Con- 
gress to authorize the use of force if it 
deems such necessary to secure that end. 
He therefore deprecates the recognition of 
Cuban independence until a stable govern- 
ment is established. President McKinley 
adds that since his message was wrilten 
he has been informed that Spain pro- 
claimed an armistice, and urges Congress 
to carefully consider this. The message 
was referred in both Houses to Com- 
mitlees. 


THE LEASE OF WEI-HAI-WEI. 
OFFICIAL STATEMENTS IN PARLIAMENT, 
BRITISH AND GERMAN INTERES1S 
IDENTICAL. 

ENGLAND’S OFFERS DECLINED. 
TRAINING OF CHINESE NAVAL OFFICERS. 

Mr. Balfour has made a statement on 
the Government’s Chinese policy, in Par, 














liament. The First Lord of the Treasury 
said by acquiring Wei-hai-wei, which 
there was no intention to turn into a 
commercial port, Britain had prevented 
the Gulf of Petchili from falling under the 
undisputed control of any Power. He 
hoped China would maintain not only 
nominal, but real suzerainty over her 
dominions. The British and German 
interests were identical, and he hoped 
both Powers would work together. Britain 
had no reason to complain of Russian 
commercial policy. It had unfortunately 
been thought necessary to acquire Port 
Arthur, which being a purely naval port, 
the occupation of it would have an undue 
influence on the Pekin Council. Britain 
had protested, offering, if Russia abstained 
from occupying Port Arthur, that Britain 
would take no part of the Gulf of Petchili. 
The offer was not accepted. Britain 
had therefore arranged for the occupa- 
tion of Wei-hai-wei. 


In the House of Lords, the Duke of De- 
vonshire added, that there was no reason to 
suppose the cession of Wei-hai-wei would 
excite any opposition on the part of Japan, 
China, in granting the lease, had asked for 
facilities for Chinese warships, and that 
Chinese naval officers might be trained 
under British auspices. 


CHIN A’S GREEDY SUITORS, 
FRENCH DEMANDS AGREED TO. 


The Times publishes a telegram stating 
that China has agreed to the French de- 
mands for a railway to Yunnan, the lease 
of acoaling station at Kwangchwan, the 
non-alienation of the Provinces of Kwang- 
tung, Kwangsi, and Yunnan, .and the ap- 
pointment of a Frenchman as director of 
the Imperial Posts. 


HOPES OF PEACE ABANDONED. 


SPANISH CABINET FRONTS THE REGENT. 
PREPARATIONS FOR PRIVATEERING. 
[Later.] 
All hopes of peace have been aban- 
doned. The Spanish Cabinet met at 
midnightand retused to endorse the Queen- 
Regeut’s promise to Minister Woodford 
lo issue a decree granting an armistice. 
The Cabinet informed the American 
Minister that Spain must adhere to 
her resolve to wait until the insurgents 
asked for an armistice. Spanish patriotism 
is thoroughly aroused. Numbers of 
Spanish shipownersare applying for letters 
of marque, and privateering will be an 
important factor of the war. 


THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 


DERVISHES BADLY BEATEN. 
London, April 9. 
The Sirdar, Sir Herbert Kitchener, 
with the whole of his force attacked the 
Emir Mahmud’s zereba, and rushed the 
trenches most gallantly. The Dervishes 
withstood the attack well, but lost heavily, 
Mahmud being taken prisoner. The 
British losses included two officers killed 
and fourteen wounded. The losses of 
men are not stated. 
LEADING EMIRS KILLED : OSMAN 
DIGNA ESCAPES. 
London, April rr. 
The British brigade lost ten privates 
killed and ninety wounded, the Egyptian 
troops 51 killed and fourteen native 
officers, and 319 wounded. Osman Digna 
escaped; other leading Emirs were killed, 








The. Dervish losses are estimated at 3,000. 
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THE SOUDAN VICTORY. 
GERMAN EMPEROR WIRES HIS CON- 
GRATULATIONS. 

The Emperor William has telegraphed 
his congratulations to Lord Salisbury, on 
the British victory over the Dervishes. 


UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 
EXPECTED ACTION QF THE AMERICAN 
SENATE. 

ARMISTICE REFUSED BY CUBANS. 

London, April 13. 

It is believed in Washington that the 
Senate’s Foreign Committce’s report is in 
favour of declaring the independence of 
Cuba, demanding the Spanish forces to 
quit the island, and instructing the Pre- 
sident to employ all the forces of the 
country to execute these resolutions. The 
insurgents refuse to accept an armistice. 


THE COMMITTEE’S REPORTS. 
SPAIN TO GIVE UP CUBA. 
USE OF FORCE AUTHORIZED. 
London, April 14. 
Committees of the House of Represen- 
tatives and the Senate have both reported 
in fayour of immediately requesting Spain 
to withdraw from Cuba, and instructing 
the President to use the forces of the 
United States, to secure Cuban indepen- 
dence. 


(Received by the #7) 
THE NEW RUSSIAN MINISTER. 
Sdul, April 7. 

Mr. N. Matunine, the newly arrived 
Russian Minister, will proceed to Kyon- 
yun palace, to-morrow, in order to present 
his credentials, 

CHINA FINALLY ACCEPTS THE FRENCH 
DEMANDS. 
Pekin, April 7. 

The French demands, addressed under 
date of March 13, have been accepted by 
the Chinese Government. But while 
China has promised (o France that the 
former would not concede the three pro- 
vinces of Yunnan, Kwangtung, and 
Kwangsi to other powers, a similar de- 
claration has been simultaneously made 
to England. 

‘The postal service is to be placed as 
before under the control of the Customs, 
bat it has been agreed upon that a French. 
man should be elected superintendent of 
Posts, 











THE INDEMNITY, 
Peking, April 8. 
The Chinese Government has officially 
reported to the Japanese Legation that 
the arrears of the indemnity to Japan will 
be fully paid on May 6th next. 


LIMIT OF THE WEI-HAI-WEI LEASE. 
Peking, April 8, 
The limit of the land leased by England 


at Wei-hai-wei is the same as that now 
occupied by the Japanese troops 


WOOSUNG OPEN FOR FOREIGN TRADE, 
China has announced to the treaty 


Powers that Woosung, off Shanghai, will 
be opened for foreign trade. 


RUSSIA INDIGNANT AT THE WEI-HAI-WEL 
AFFAIR. 
Shanghai, April 9. 
Russia is indignant with England for 
her securing Wei-hai-wei, and considers 
that Eugland’s extension of her limits of 
power to goo miles in the valley of the 
Yangtsi-kiang is a direct challenge to 
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BRITISH SQUADRON AT CHEFOO. 
Shanghai, April 9, 12.30. 


Twenty-four British men of war are at]. 


Chefoo, getting ready for any emergency. 
AMERICA AND SPAIN. 
PURCHASE OF STEAMERS. 

Hongkong, April a1. 
The American Government has zur- 
chased two steamers, the Zephir and the 
Nan-han (2), as transports. 


OFFICIAL CHANGES. 
5 Séul, April 12. 

Ye Chhai-yon, Privy Councillor, has 
been appointed Mayor of Soul. Ye In-wo, 
Vice-Minister of Justice, has resigned. 

KIM CHAI-PHUNG. 
Sédul, April 12. 

Kim Chai-phung, who gave offence to 
the Sovereign by his attempt to arrest 
criminals within the precincts of the 
Court, has been set at liberty. 

DISTRESS AMONG THE POOR. 
Sdul, April 12. 

Owing to the rise in the price of rice, 
some of the poor are ina terrible state 
of distress. Fhe question of administering 
relief is mow occupying the attention of 
the Government. Rice is quoted at 26 
sen per Korean sho. 

THE DEPARTURE OF MESSRS. DE SPEYER 
AND ALEXCIEFF. 
Séul, April 12. 

Mr. de Speyer, who has been trans- 
ferred to the Russian Legation at Pekin, 
and Mr. Alexcieff, late financial adviser to 
the Korean Government, left here for 
Shanghai to-day. Mr. Alexcieff is, it is 
stated, to proceed to Japan from Shang- 
hai. 

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS. 
Séul, April 12. 

Ye Inwo, who has resigned the post of 
Vice-Minister of Justice, will be appointed 
Vice-Minister of Finance. He will be 
succeeded in his former post by Min 
Yungkil. 

RAILWAY CONCESSION TO ENGLAND. 

Peking, April 13 

England has obtained permission 
prolong the Burmah Railway (o Yannan. 
ENGLAND AND WEI-HAI-WEI DEFENCE. 

On account of constructing an arsenal 
and a dockyard at Wei-hai-wei, England 
will disburse a sum of two million pounds 
sterling. 2 

LEASE OF KWANGCHOW BY FRANCE. 

The term of the lease of Kwangchow is 
for 25 years. 

FRANCE AND THE CHINESE POSTS. 

A French post-master is to be appointed 
after the postal affairs shall have been 
separated from the Customs. The date 
of appointment is therefore still unfixed. 
The previous intelligence that the Postal 
affairs should be subordinated as before 
to the Customs, even after the appointment 
of a French-post master, was therefore 
incorrect, 

PARTIAL OPENING OF TALIENWAN: RE- 

STRICTIVE USE OF PORT ARTHUR. 

The treaty concluded between Russia 
and China concerning Talienwan and 
Port Arthur expressly provides that the 
opening of the former for foreign trade 
will be partial, while only ships flying 
Russian or Chinese flags will be permitted 
to enter the latter port. The term of lease 
is for 25 years and is subject to alteration 


to 














on future negotiation between the parties 


DEPARTURE OF PRINCE HENRY. 
Hongkong, April 13. 
Prince Henry of Prussia has left here 
for Shanghai on board the Gefion. 


(ros THe cHiNa waits") 
THE LIKIN QUESTION. 
Shanghai, March 30. 

ILE. the Viceroy Chang Chih-tung is stated 
to have resigned his position in consequence of 
the div n of the Likin from the Native 
Custom: 

‘The Chinese are stopping shipments of cargo 
to Tientsin and Chefoo. 

A BUNDER. 

A strange report is in circulation, to the 
effect that Russian ships are leaving Port 
Arthur, the inference being that Russia in- 
tends to yield to British and Japanese coer: 
The explanation is, ility ot the Ru: 
offering any effective resistance inside of Port 
Arthar, with its forts dismantled, 

















(* La Coursiae p'Harrnons.”) 
RENEWED ANTI-SEMITIC RIOTS. 
Paris, March 23th. 
Last night, anti-Semitic disturbances occatred 
at Algiers. 
A FRENCH MAIL-BOAT WRECKED. 
Paris, March 25. 
The mail steamer Ville de Rome, going tcom 
Marseilles to Algiers, is ashore on the Minorcas, 
Her passengers and baggage were saved. 
SIGNOR CRISPI CENSURED. 
The Italian Chamber has censured Signor 
Crispi for the Bank ot Naples affair which oc- 
curred whilst he was Minister, 








(Enon Jarswase Params) 


TORPEDO BOAT RAISED. 
Kure, April 13. 
No. 26 Torpedo-boat, which sank in collision 
with the war-ship Aiyeé was raised on the rith 
inst, 
NEW JAPANESE CRUISER. 
Newcastle, England, April 12. 
The new cruiser Takasago, Captain Uchida, 
will leave here for London on the sth May en 
route to Japan. 
RAILWAY CO. DISSOLVED. 
Kyoto, April 13. 
It has been decided to dissolve the Kyoki 
Railway Company. 
TROOPS FOR VILLADIVOSTOCK 
Nagasaki, April 14, 
The R. V. F, stermer Zarofou atrived here 
to-day with 700 troops for Viadivostock, 
RAILWAY DELAYS. 
Nagano, April ra. 
Owing to an imperfection in the Abt section 
of the Shingetsu line there is great delay and 
egularity in the running of trains, with the 
It that there is a vast accumulation of 
goods awaiting transport, 
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CHESS. 
All Communications to be addressed to the Cumss Boiron, 


The Yokohama Cliess Clul meets at 184, Creek- 
side. 


The ‘Tokyo Chess Club holds. its meetings 
at 3, Uchi-Saiwai-cho Lichome (next to the Tekyo 


Club). 


SoLution or Proptem No, 363. 


ware, BLACK. 
wR 2—K toB 6 
to Kus mate 
1—R takes R 
2—B to Q 2 mate 
1—B to Kt 6 ch 
2—B takes B mate 
1—BwB7 
2—B to Q3 mate 
1—-B10Q 8 
2—Bto K2mate 
1—Rto Kr 4 


2—Q to K sq mate 


ns received fiom W.HLS., Skak, 
Miss S. 


Correct sol 


W.K., D.D, a) 








Prostem No. 366. 
By Herr J. W. re Kousre, Uviecht, Holland, 
(First prize in Weekblad Tourney), 








White to play and mate in two moves. 


Game No. 377. 
A Brituiant Opps Game. 
(Remove White’s QK1.) 
MUZIO GAMBIT. 
White—M. Janowski. Black—Amateur, 


WHITE, BLACK. WHITE. BLACK. 
IPK4 =P Kg 10 BOBs 9 OB4 ch 
sPKBy PxP wit astles 
3 ki KB3 P KKig [12 OR Keq PQ 
4BQBE PKKis [130 KR5 PRB3 
5 Catles  Prike 14 Rei xR 

8 Orr KB3) [15 BiQe th Ki2 

Ks xP 10 RK: QBs 

PO; KR3 fay RKst! 
9BQ2 Ki Ka 


White nates in four inoves, commencing with 
Rto Ktgsch!! 


Game No, 378. 

In a recent match between Lancashire and 
Yorkshire the following was one of the games 
rather prettily won for Lavcashire :- 

Black.—F. P. Wildman 
(Leeds.) 





wire, BLACK. 
1P Ka PK 8PxP BB Kg 
2KK'B3 OKI Bs | 9 KiBgy KUR 
3 BBs By 10 B Kits P KB3 
YPOKy4 BP fir BRy Ke Ko 
5P 63 BBs 12P Ks QPxP 
6P Oy  PxP 13 KixP KB4 
7 Castles PQ3 14QR5ch PK 


White mates in two moves. 


Gane No. 379. 
Cuess 1s Sypwey. 

‘The following characteristic specimen of the 
champion’s play accurred in the match School of 
Auts C.C, v. C an, Mr, James, of 

a whinge wniate Gilehiead Tata 
writes:—“I enclose score of game between Mi 
J. L. Jacobsen and myself.” It is mteresting 
partly on account of the artistic ending, and als 
b to show how Mr. Jacobsen 
We receive many games from 

















who takes a pleasure in recording his own defeat 
provided the game lias produced good chess, 
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VIENNA GAME. 
White—Mr, J. L. Jacobsen. Black—Mr. S, B. James, 





WHITE. BLACK. WHITE, BLACK 
TEN P Kg 16 B Rs! FeB(e) 
2K: QB3_ Ki OB. 17 RxR B Bg 
iP Poe : iM BS ra Ko 
4PxKP  KxP Br ch K Req 
5 KtUB3 — B Ka(a) 20 OR PR3 
OBK2 Ki QB3 [ar P Ici) R KB q(e) 
7Castles Castes | 22BK6! QQsq 
8P Q3  KixKe ag Kt Bych Rxkke 
oPxkt =P Bg 2yBxR.- Qe 
10 B Ba(b) PxP 25 BR4 K3 
mBK3 B 93 20 B K8(f) -q 
29.03 BK3 27 R B6! sq 
3 Kis Qo 28 RxP ch PxR 
14.B B3 Ke 29 QxP ch 
15 Q K2 Ki Ktg 

White mates in two moves, 

sores. 


(a ) O: preferably s—B to Q Kt 5 

(b) A slip, because neither B nor ar can salely 
retuke the P. 

(c) White’s command of the KB file soon 
tures the scale in his favour. 

(J) To stop 21—B to K Kits. 

(c) A slip of which Whise very cleverly avails 
imsell. 

(1) The champion’s conduct of the finish is in 
his usual finished style.—Sydney Mail. 











Norss. 

Yokohama Chess Club.—A number of matches 
and tourneys have yet finished before the 
cl f the season, which will he at the end of 
this month, The principal event is the Cham 
pionship Tourney, the third round of which bas 
just commenced, ‘In the Secretary's Handicap a 
considerable wumber of games has been played, 
but except Mr. Pollak, who has succeeded in 
securing three wins, tone of the competitors have 
been successful so far. The handicap matel, 
Pollak v. Friedlander, in which the latter conceded 
the odds of two gantes ed in favour of 
Me. Friedlander by si Outer 
challenge matches in prog 


Sachs v, Stornebrink and Weilbach 9 Pollak, 


































‘The English champion, —Incidents thatoccurred 
during a recent exhibition of sin ‘ous blinds 
fold play lead the Birmingham Weeely Mercury 
to express the fear that, in the case ol M. Black 
burne, “the light of other days has failed.” He 
wished 10 make an impossible move on one of six 
boards, and on another be lost his Queen and ree 
tracted (he move instead of abandoning the game, 
The Mercury vegaids this as an unfortunate oc 
currence. A great master should have abstained 
from setiing such an example. There will be no 
sport lelt in chess if, on observing the couse 
quences of a move,a player is to be al liberty to 
take it back, A move once made —if legal— 
should stand, Nor as regards Mr. Blackburne 
himself, need he fear loss af reputation through 
loss of blindfold games. fe was esta 
blished thirty yeats ago, and now that he has 
grown older a occasional slip will oly make hi 
fiends support him more warmly than ever’ 























Mawkin: ‘What's become 
not seen him for some time, 
he's in the hospital, A case of nervous prostca 
tion. He over-exercised, you know. He is a 
great chess player, and sometimes wheu he gets 
thoroughly avoused he has by own to make 

three moves in half a day. No man, you know, 
could bear up under such killing work as that.” 





Gambit? [have 
Skarem: “Oh, 














It is close on seventy years since George Walker 
said that the strongest defence is counter attack. 
Aman lifts his hand to give you a blow: you 
knock him down before le can stike, T' 
counter=attack.” 











LATEST SHIPPING. 
po TSE RES 


ARRIVALS. 
Matsushima Kan, (28) Japanese Coast Defence 
‘essel, Capt. K. Yendo, 4,278, gth April,— 
Yokosuka, 
Monmouthshire, British steamer, 1,872, W. A 
Evans, rot London via ports, Kobe, 










gth Apri samuel Samuel & Co. 
Mogul, British steamer, 1,827, W. H. Wright, 

roth Aptil,—Hongkong via ports, Kobe, roth 

April, Mails and Geveral—Dodwell Cailill & 


Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, Wm, Finch, roth 
April,—Hongkong via ports, Kobe, ath Apuit, 
Mails and General.—O. & O. 

China, Haw: 










San Francisco, 231d March, and 





n steamer, 2, oan Wy. B. “Seabury, M. 


cee goth March, Mails and General =P. 


U.S. ceniser, 4,600, 14 guns, 11th 

» Francisco via Honoluia. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P, 

Marshall, 121h| April,Vancouver, B.C., 280 

March, Mails and al.—C. P.'R. Cu. 

n, Ge camer, 2.376, H. Bleeker, 
6h Apil, Mails and 
















Kalgau, Buitish steamer, 1,158, Beneth, rath 
April, Anping, Sugar and Rice.— Butterfield 
& Swire. 

Manila, British steamer, 2,712, R. L. Haddock, 
13th April—London via posts, Kube, arth 
April, Mails and General.—P. & O. S. N. Co. 

Rosetta, Boitish steamer, 2,139, EB. B. Bishop, 13th 
April—Hongkong via Nagasaki, and Kobe, 
ab Apuls Mails and General. —P. & O, S.No 





















0 
Independent, Geiman steamer, 871, Holtz, 14th 
peilh HL—M. Ra-ne & Co. 
Argyll, British steamer, 1,886, W. Ward 
April, —Portland, Oregon, Mails aud General. 
—Dodwell, Caslitt & Co, 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, Henyr 
Pybus, 14th Apsl,—Hongkoug via ports, 
13th Apul, Mails and’ General.—Canac 
Pacific Railway Co. 

Hnergia, British steamer, 2,064, Beard, 14th Ape, 

jew York via Suez Canal and Kobe, 13ih 
April, General —Dodwell, Carlitl & Co. 

Tordenskjold, Norwegian steamer, 738, L. Daniel- 
sen, 15: Aprl,—Hongkong, Rice and Gew 
—Darlwell, Catlill & Cos 

Oolong, British steamer, 2 308, Evans, 16:h Apt 
—Liverpool via ports, Kube, 14h April, Geve 
ral.—W. M, Suachan & Co. 

fa, British steamer, 1,688, A. Gow, 16ch 
Apsil,—Hongkong via ports, Kobe, 14th April, 
Mails and Generalh—Dudwell Curlil & Co. 

Glenavon, British steamer, 1.911, Was, Puhie, 16th 
April, Saigon, 5th April, Rice. Jardine, Mas 
thesow & Co, 

Latona, British sieames, 1.934, A. G. Parker, 16th 
Astwerp via pots, Kobe, 14 Aprl!, General, 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 
































DEPARTURES. 

China, Hawaiian steanier, 2,422, W. B. Seabury, 
12th April—Hoogkong via ports, Mails and 
General,—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Mogul, British steamer, 1,827, W. He Wright, 
130 Aptil,—Portiand, O egou via Honoluln, 
Mails ang General —Dodwell Carlill & Co, 

Rose Castle, British sieamer, 1,776, Coglin, ttl 
Avuil,—Kobe, General. —Sale & Co. 

Gaelic, sh ‘steamer, 2,690, Wm. Finch, 12th 
April; —San Francisco via Honolulu, Mails and 
General.—O. & O. S.S. Cor 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P. 
Marshall, 12th April,—Hongkong wa. ports, 
Mails and General.—C, P. RCo. 

Saiazie, Bvencl steamer, 2,089, Paul, 13th April, 
Marseilles via potts, Maily and General—M, 
M. S.S. Co. 

Alenelaus, Br 
April, —Lond 


























h steamer, 2,771, W. Towell, rth 
via ports, General. —Butterfield 
& Swire. 


Baron Douglas, British steamer, 1,606, Goudey, 
14:h April,—Moji, Ballast.—Samuel Samuel & 
Co. 

Hounslow, British steamer, 
seulyel —Moji, Ball 











3,799, Le Templier, 
ae & 


odwell, Car 





Hohenzollern, German steamer, 2,376, H. Bleeket 
15th April,—Hongkong via Kobe and 
saki, Mails and General.—H, Alwens & 
Nacht. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, Henry 

'ybus, 15th Ap Vancouver, B.C., Mails 
and General.—C. P, R. Co. 

Argyll, British steamer, 1,886, W. Ward, tsth 
Ap:il,—Hongkong via ports, General,—Dod- 
well, Catllil & Co. 

Baltimore (14) United States Cruiser, 4,600, 

Dyer, 15:h April, — Hongke 
Bui 1,872, 




















16:4) April Kushinesho, 
Samuel Samuel & Co 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 
, Per Hawaiian steamer China, from San Bran. 
Miss C. Ey Anthony, M 

E. Bellow-, Miss M. D, Beardsley, ALB 
shew, Miss’ Jrasia, Banks, Me. Ge Burts Wire 
F.S. Blake and servant, Mr. G,. Be Biake, Miss 
] Bloamingdale, Mr. and Mis. J. Wy Burd, 
1 wa M-..C. Comrehill, Miss B. Clawe 

H. Converse, Me. J. Wy Dearden, 
F, oa Fernald, Mr, H. B. Goudlellow, M: 
A. M. Griswald, Mr. B. Guggenheim, Mr. J. 


Original from 
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Hoshima, Mr. and Mrs. D, Jarves, Mr. A. E. 
Kaiser, Capt. B, P. Lambertan, U.S.N., Mr. C. 
P. Low, Mr. G. W. Meade, Mr. Geo. ‘T. Myers, 
Dr. and Mrs. A. Marcus, Mr. and Mis. C. C. 
Murphy, Mr. K. Miniashi, Mr, aud Mrs, T. T. 
Moish, Mr. Sam L. Our, Mr. R. M, Parmalee, 
Mr. P. H. Powers, Mrs. H. B. Price, Miss R. E. 
Parnall, Mrs. Runyan and daugliter, Miss C. 
Ross, Mrs. S. Shaip, Mrs. B. Stanhope, Rev. W. 
C. Swearer, Mes. E. R. Sanford and daughter, 
Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Southgate, Mr. R. T. Tangye, 
Mc. P. Takedzawa, Mr, and Mrs, B. B. Thresher, 
Mr. C. W. Wheeler and servant, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jas, Winterbotham, and Mr. J. D. Wright, in 
cabin. For Kobe :—Mrs. F, H. Olmstead and 2 
children, in cabin, For Nagasak eC: 
Ceruti, Miss M. L. Wolverton, and Lieut,-Col. 
W. D. Wolverton, U.S.A., in cabin. For Shang- 
hai:—Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Douglass and son, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. R. Gailey, Mis, P, Kasten and 
6 family, Mr. and Mrs. R. E, Lewis, 2 children 























and maid, and Mr. W.S. Word, in cabin. For 
Hongkong :=Mrs. A. V. Brayton, Mis, L. A. 
Beach, J. Hutchings, 





Mis. U.S, Freeman. Mr, C. 
wile and daughter, Miss E. Halstead, Miss Iew 
Mcs. N. E. Irwin, Mr. S. B. McNear, Mrs, S. B™ 
McNear, and Mr. H, Sutherland, in cabin. 

Per British steamer Gaelic, from Hongkong via 
ports:—Mr.S. L. Flood and servant, Miss C. 
Flood, Mr. F. W. Blechyenden, Rev. J. 1, Atkin- 
son, Mr. C. R. Burton, Mr. R. Schmid, Mr. W. 
S. Collalan, Count Ovigoni, Mr. F. N. Olmstead, 
Mr. W. S. Freitz, Mr. J. H. White, Mr, H! 
Smith, Me. J. J. Dunne, Mc. A. Clark, Mr. Le 
Froy, Mr. K. H. Marks, Mr. A, Marks, Miss 
Origoni, Mr. H.G. Weeks, Miss M. Fritz and 
maid, Maj. and Mes. H. S. Pickands, Me. R. 
Abenheim, Mc. R. H. Woolfull, Mr. A. Stewart, 























Mr.'H. A. Petel, Mr. C. J. Duval, Mr. K. AL 
Walter, and Mr. J. B. Gomez, in ‘cabin. For 
Honolulu :—Mr. J. R. B'liott, in cabin, For San 
Francisco :—Mr. H. U. Jeffreys, Miss LM. 
Cerber, M.D., Mr. E. Burchurd, Mr. F. Benson, 
Mr. H. Schubert, Mr. A. P. Greit, Baroness 


Tehaikousky and daughter, Mr. O. Gellet, Mr. 
and Mes, Hong Shing and 2 children, Mr. and 
Mrs. 
Capt. and Mrs, 

Hocckeet, in cabin. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, from 
Vancouver, B.C. ‘Mr, G. Ackerman, Mr. Brag- 
giotti and valet, Rev. and Mrs: D, W. Chalfant, 
Mr, E. H. Clark, Mr. F, G, Curtis, Mr, and Mis. 
G. Clak, Mr, R. E. Difenderfer, Mr. Grosgean, 
Mr, J. A. Hawes, Mr. and Mrs, Hardy, Me. and 
Mrs. H. N. Higinbotham, Miss Higinbotlam, 
Miss Alice Higinbotham, Mr. W. P. Johnson, 
Mr. Kosugi, Capt. J. H. Laurie, Mr. ALG. Par- 
lett, Rev. J. H. Roberts, Mr, and Mrs, McRay, 
General J. Stahel, Mrs, Smale, Mr. D, Thomas 
and Mr. Komoda, in cabin, 

Per German steamer Hohensollern, trom Hong- 
kong :—Mr, J. Hornby, 2 ladies, Dr. G. Specka, 
Dr. Dahlke, Mc. H. Jager, Mr. J. Behrend, Me. 
T. A. Scholten, Mr, and Mrs, Lamlce, Mr, James 
Dodd, Mr. H. Ter cabin; Miss Ph. Buller, 
Miss L. Late, Mr. G. Motone, Mr. Ml. Lobr, 
Archdeacon and Mis. Warren, ‘Mis. Odjiesany 
Viug, Mes. Ikida Ole, and Mi. T. Lucht, in 
second class; Mr. and Mis, Kihnoka, Miss Fujii, 


Warreck, and Mr. Richard 

































and Mc. H, Bolling, in steerage. 

Per British steamer Rosetta, from Hongkong 
and pi Mi. and Mis, Ritchers, Mes. Fi 
Me, and Mrs, H L. Newman, Me. H. Tenwant, 
Mr. R, M, Sterling, Mr. St. Joly . Chan Koon 
Tang. Mi. Ruwang Man M Mase Jhon, 





Mr. I Che San end servant, Sic W. Markby, 
Lady Markby, Mr. Gordon, Mr. F. He 
Hooper, Mr, Yue Ching Cheong, Master Ah 
Sen, and Miss Smith. 

Per Buitish steamer Empress cd Fapan, tom 
Hongkong and ports —Mr. and Mrs. A. Michie, 
Master and Miss Crawford, Mr, J Evtiot, Mr, ‘1. 
D. Little, Mr. E. T. Sturdy, Mr. E, Collinge, 
Capt. and Mis. Carey, Mes. Mack, Mus. Bread, 
Mr., Mrs., Miss and “Master Abearn and inaid, 
















Miss Meech, Miss Robertson, Miss Carvers, Mrs. 
Wolley, Mr, D. Earushaw, Mr. W. H. Ray, Me. 
and Mis, B, Reges and 4 childien, Lient-Col, 
Fraser, Miss Bell, Miss Times, ta. L. Thomas, 
Miss G. H. Potts, Mr. and Mis. McQui 


T. McQuessin, Mis. G. we Underhill, 





sin, M 






















Mr. J. M. Ferguson, Mis. M. KK. Piun Mr. 
A. D. Weedworth, Mr. H. B. McQueer wP. 
Blad, Mr. Lolilein, Mis, Atchison, . E 
Rogers, Mr. Bevis, Mrs. Bevis, Miss Bevis. Mr. 
A.B. Wallord. Me. I nmer, Me. C. 
Cushing, Me. Fabbri, M. R. Daniel, Mus and 
Mrs. Mitchell, Mr. and N Wassiliefl and ser- 
vant, Dr. Smith, Prof. Macaulay, Me. H. Matguts, 





Mr. Bukama, and Me. JL 
ow (ace clas 


Parsons, in cabin 5 








in steer sansit 
Me. C.S. Cockburn, Mis buen, Mr. Aske 
wright, Mis, Askwright and maid, Mr. C. C. 





'»|Mrs, Wade, Mr. H. E. Wadehouse, Mr. L. 


E.| Mr, Teikichi Tanaka, Capt. A.W. 


Lee Chutt and cuild, Mc, D. A. Hooyer,| Mt 











Google Ui 


Platt, Miss. D. D'Hara, Mrs, Ma¢Rain and mai 









chardson, Mes. Richardson, child urse, M 
White and 3 children, Mc. G, G. Graham, 
C. E. Auton, Rev. and Mrs. Sweet and son, 
and Mis, Walshe, Miss Wells, Mr. Cohn, Mr. 
and Mrs. Cope, Mr. F, Fielitz, Miss Howard, 
Miss Huhold; Mr. A, L. Robinson, and Me. A. 
Hervey, in cabin; 11, in second class; 457 in 
steerage. 








ze 





DEPARTED. 
Per Hawaiian steamer China, for Hongkong 
via ports :—Captain B. P. Lamberton, Mes. Ve 
Poster, Mr. F, M. Giiffin, Mr. A. H. Heath, Mr. 
L. Mottet, Mr. R. M. Smith, Mr. W. H. Devine, 
+ T.B. Glover, Mr, C. Manuel, Mr. F. Sale, 
Mc. J. Kienle, and Mr. J. L. Stickney, in cabin, 
Per British steamer Gaelic, for San’ ¥rancisco, 
via Honolulu:—Mr. F, Benson, Mr. E. Bieder- 
mann, Mrs. C. L. Bishop, Mr. M. Boschwitz, Miss 
M. E. Brokaw, Mr. E, Burchard, Mr. T. B. Davis, 
Mr. J. Dickinson, Capt. and Mrs, Chas, Dodge 
and child, Mr. BE. ciara " Mr. J. R. Elliot, 
M.D., Mr. O. Gillett, Mr. A. 
Gun Mr. J. Hardy, M 
JM. ier Mi. J. W. Henton, Col, and Mrs. 
F. W. Hemming, Mr, Richard Hoeckest, Me. and 
Mis. Hong Sing and two children, Mr. D. A. 
Hooyer, Mr. T. Horikiri, Mr. J. Ishizuka, Me. H. 
U. Jeffries, Miss Judge, M and 
Mis, C. Kadano, Mr N. Kasai, Mis. RJ. Kirby, 
Mr. and Mis. Hugh S. Landor, Mr. and Me 
Lee Chuck and child, Miss Pelton, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Riewaecker, Col. H1. A. Sawyer, Mr. H, Schu- 
bert, Mr. A. C. Shab, Miss Short, Baroness 
Tchalkovsky and daughter, Mr. Kenzo Tabata, 








1 Garey 

















Mis. A, Warnack and two childcen, 
Woeks, Mr. J. Willcock, and Mr. W. Yates, in 
cabin, 

Per British steames Empress of India, for Hong: 
kony and ports; —Mi. A. P. MacEven, Mis, Mace 
Ewen and child, Capt, H. H. Gissing, Mr. George 
Haulot, Mr. J. B. Rentiers, Mr. August Yunker, 
General Stall, Mc. H. C. Pigott, Mr. H. Colbian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jarvis, Mr. and Mis. Newbert, 
» Bogert, Mr. HH. H. Eliel, Mr. Bunce Webster, 











Baron Iwasaki, Mc. R. Kondo, Mr, Ne Terajima, 
Mr. ¥. Sekiya, Me; A. Iii, Me, B. Karcher, 
Mr, Gittens, Miss Gittens, Miss Lee, Miss Wal- 








kinshaw, Mr. E. W. Tilden Mrs, Tilden, Mi. 
Mackintosh, Mr, Hattori, ‘and Mr, A. Cabeldu, 
in cabin 





Per French steamer Salasie, for Marseilles and 
poits:—Le Chev. de Waepenaert, Le Comte 
de Pimodan, Mme. la Comtesse de Pimo- 
dan, Mr. Aubort, Mr. Leydet, Me. Bal, Mr. C. J. 
Keep, Mr. M. W. I-aacs, Mr. P. Colomb, Mr. 
and Mme, Jules Boirelle, Mr, M. dela Richands, 
Mr. Smith, Comte Hans de Kaenigsmark, 
Mr. Denys Larieu, Mr. J. Guggeuhelm, Me. Sam 
Besusteir, Mc. J. Bernaid, Mme. M. J, B, Woota- 
hock Hegt, Mr, Lyons, Mr. A. Lyons and infant, 
Me, Ryoomal, and Mr. 1. ‘Thakurdas, in 
cabin; 70, in steerage, 

Per German steamer Hohenzollern, for Hong: 
kong aud ports;—Mr Kienle, Mis. Ravoth, 

M 





















roa » Kynsey and maid, Mc. B. Roth, 
Mr. P. Biller, Me. Friesland, Mr. Che. Kipp, in 
cabin: 3 Chinese on deck. 

Per British steamer Empres of China, for Vane 


couver, B,C.:—Mr, Alton, Mr. Arkwright, Mrs. 
Arkwright and maid, Mons. Luzarche d’Azay, 
Mis. J. H. Ballagh, Me, W. J. F. Bain, Mrs. 
Biish, Mc. G. Boyer, Mr. H.C. Brushfield, Mr. 
Cockburn, Mis Cockburn, Me, Cohn, Mr. J. AL 
Colcomber, Major W. Connally, Mr. W. Cope, 
Mis W. Cope, Mr. W. Cummong, Me. T. W. 
Daly, Mr. James Dixon, Miss EK. Dixon, Mr. 
Wm. Doherty, Mr. Fielitz, Mr. C, M. Box, M 
M. Funakoshi, Mc. Paul Gillet, Mr, Alfred Goo 
win, Mr, J. W. Goodwin, Mis. G. BE, Gaba 
Mis. L. Graham, Mr. W. H. Holliday, Mr. 

Harvey, Me, J. G. Heap, Mis. Hoffmeister, aes 
Howard, Miss Huhold, Miss M. E. Janson, Mc. 
M. Rafuku, Me. Leeming, Mis. Leemitig, Mr, 
R. Macaulay, Mrs, R. Macaulay, Mis, MeN 
and maid Miss D. O'Hara, Ma 
Mr Pia Mc. Howard S, Poster, 



































son ichardson, child and maid, Miss M 
Rwent A_L. Robinson, Mrs. M. Rooper, Mrs, 
M. Rooper, Miss Rooper, Mr. F. Schlusser, Mr. 





A. Simmons, Mr. Sweet, Mrs, Sweet, Master 
Sweet, Mis. Wade, Mr. Walshe and child, Miss 
Wells, Mr. Chas. D, West, Miss White, Mrs. 
White, Master White, Master White, and Mr. 


Wodehouse, in cabin. 


REPORTS. 

‘The Hawaiian steamer China, Captain W. B. 

Seabury, veports:—Ariived April roth at 2.40 

pom. Honolulu to Yokohama todays. April gth 

and toth to Nosimi had heavy S.S.E and S.W, 
gales. 























LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
i 
IMPORTS. 


No business whatever has been fenaiied 
colton piece goods, yarns or woollens. Q, 
remain unchanged and nominal. 

COP FOR PIKE GOONS 
Pan reac. 
Grey dhitetings—8{ Ih, 184 yds. gyincher $2 55 to 2.85 
Grey S —olh, 3Rby 2.80 to 3.35 
loth—7ih, 24 yards, 3 1.80 to 2.00 
19s to 2.90 
200 to 3.75 
raw ean. 


0.18} toa.as 
















ran anny 
fo.30 tw 
0.35 to 





030 tw 0.32) 


0.25 10 0.875 

O.1S tu uaa 
Cloths—Pilots, 54@ 54 inches 0.15 to 0.50 
Cloths—Presidents, 51 56 inches .. 0.60 to 0.75 


5406 56 inches 0.50 10 0.85 





050 14 060 
7.15 to 9.90 


0.75 te 4.00 














Black, 95 yards, azinches 
Lawon, tayards, 42-3 inchan,. 
Turkeyited—. oto 2.4, 24/25 yards, 











1.$0 to 1.70 
17510 2.10 
ago tu nz 
soo te 3.50 

tus 16 24 39-50 
Mon. 833 100 to 4300 
Nos. 3842 x 45.00 
Hos. 32, Doubles {6.00 to 48.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles stU75to 54.50 

Nos, 1 60, Plain Btaato bi00 

Nos. 2/80, Pl 75.00t0 77:00 
Nos. 2/100, Plain 99:00 to 100-00 
Nos. 2 60, Gassed $2 00 to 79.00 
Nes. 2 80, Gassed 0 to 95.00 
Nos. 2,100, Gassed .00 tO 124.00 

van rico. 


American Middling 
Indian Iroacl 
Chinese... 


$20,100 20.80 
20.50 to 21.00 
21 to a1 50 





MIBALS 
‘The market is quite lifeless and it is extremely 


difficul! to get delivery taken of old orders. No 
flesh offers are made, even with the prospect of 
considerable concessions, and quotat 
nominal. 





h, and upward.3.95 







ales, 
Pe eye ee 
Hoop Iron (} to 14 


KICROSHN I, 

Very little business doing. Importers are not dis- 
posed to lower their prices, but even if they made 
some seduction it does not appear that native 
buyers ate willing or able to make any lage pur- 
chases. 








American 12 00 to 2.07 


1.95 to 2.05 
1.85, 






sue 
Activals of Brown comprise 1.943 piculs Man 
8,700 piculs Cnina and 60,000 piculs Formosa. 
ales during the past three weeks amount to 
,000 picule of China and Manila and 34,800 
piculs Formosa, Prices have risen 5 cents per 
picul for Manila and Formosa aid from 10 to 30 
cents for China, A fair business has been done in 
White refined at a tise 
per picul on quotations. 

















1 price uf about to cents 





$4.10 to 4.20 







Brown Taka 





Rrown Manila 4:75 to £50. 
Brown Daitong 335 to 3.0 
Hrown ton 3:70 to 4 65 
White Javaand Penang 6.50 to 7.00 
White otined 7.35 te 9.00 








EXPORTS. 


RAW SI . 

Demand continues slack in the extreme and is 
not expected to improve, for America at least, in 
view of the now almost certain outhteak of war be- 
tween the United States and Spain. Stock 
amounts fo 6,050 piculs, Prices have fallen about 
20 yen per picul below quotations, which may be 
considered nominal. Shipments have been 225 





bales per Empress of China and 219 bales pee 
Gaelic, for Amesica. 
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QUOTATIONS. 


ilatures—ilxtra g'tt, 10/12 de! 
tures—Exte 1 14/16 de 


Nominal 
j930 to 94 
920 to 930 
880 to B90 
900 to 910 
850 to 860 
B50 to 860 
820 to 830 
890 to 900 
820 to 830 
B00 to 810 
780 to 760 
840 to 850 
820 to 830 
790 to 800 
760 to 770 





















Kakedas—No. tt 
Kakedas—No.2 
Kauedas—No. at 

WASTE SILK. 


The market is lifeless and no business has been 
reported during the week. Quotations are purely 
nominal, The Hohensollern took 212 bales of 
former sales, for Europe. 

QUOTATIONS. 
5 to120 


115 to 120 
100 to #10 
goto 95 
Goto 65 
ssto 57 
95 to 100 
Bs to 90 
asto jo 
20 to 234 





Next to nothing has been done during the week 
and stock only amounts to 77,800 Ibs. Shipments 
Consist of 661 packages per Empress of China and 
156 packages per Gaelic, for America. The first 
sample of new season’s tea, consisting of 2 Ibs. 
arrived in Yokohama on Thursday. It is expec 
ed that prices for the first crop will be 20 to 30 
percent, higher than last season, 

QUOTATIONS. 

















m 
Good Common 
Common 





EXCHANGE. 

Rates have remained steady with silver quoted 
qx lower from Londo 

Sterling Hank T 

— — Bille 

— 5 — emonths! sight 













— —“Vrivate ¢ months’ sight 
- — 6imonths’ 

On Vacie—Bank vight 

On Lyon: male 4a 


Ow America—Bank Bille ondemand.. 48% 
bi. 504 


— Private 4 mouths’ si 
On Germany—Bank sight 

— Private 4 months’ sight 
On Hongkong—Bank sight. 

— Private rodays'sigh', 
Bank sight 












On Shan, 








Pi 
Ow India—Bank sight .. 
ae Private 30 days’ sight 
Rar Silver (London)... 





Manly purity and beauty are insepara- 
bly associated with Curicura, the world’s 
greatest blood purifier and skin beautifier. 


vany wAows. 1, King Edward-st., London. Porrsx Davo 
wy to Purify the Blood and Beautify the Skin,” post free, 






Bold throughout the work 
axp Camu. Cour, Role Prope, 








A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


THE OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery PI: 


Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January Ist, 1896. 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, tollet 
‘soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 


MIXING, GRUSHI AND PULVERISING 
MAGHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


Address Messrs. (. ROHDE & Co., 


YOKOHAMA. 






















November ast, 1896. 











7iy 1 WATERING 
ee | APPARATUS 


No-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
‘and Street Washers. 
Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘Apparatus. 


Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast+ 
Iron Cocks and Valves. 


E. QUESNIER, E.C.P., 


© Engineor and cook Mnfr., 
(Guccessor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 


Hydropathic and Massage Appara 
tus supplied to the Vichy Co. 
"Vapour Baths (Berthe system). 








Apply to Boves & Co, agents for 
MM OFrennerner & Co., Parts 








Google 


ILKMAID 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 
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Trade Mark on 





facfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“SHARP, CLRAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


VRRANDAHS, BALCONIUS, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


‘ 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 





ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANE'’S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 





TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lisis, and Estimates on application. 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 





‘The Physician's Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatio 
Gout and Gravel; the 
| safest and most gentlo 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sich 
ness of Pregnancy. 





Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 









\DINNEFORDS)). 


ie World. 


hi 
Sol 
NEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 





N.B.—ASK FOR DIN 








LEA & PERRINS 


OBSERVE THAT THE 
SIGNATURE 








18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 

DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 







CUTSIDE WRAPPER & 
of every Bottle of the 7 

ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 
Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, } S 
Worcester ; | cs 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; = 
and Export Oilmen generally. | Pl és 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE, > 
BUSH diate ye tea eee ES ‘£ = 








Gheapest jor Beet Tea cnii Kitch 
LIEBIG 


COMPANY'S EXTRAGT.| 


en Use, 





Always look for the BLUR SIGNATURE. 

There are many tmitations which have 

Not the same flavour and are not so 
carefully manufactured, 
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ATKINSON’S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE... 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural perfume 
made from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 


“AOLINE” PERFUME, “Most Refreshing.” 
“AQLINE” Toer soar 


for the Complexion, 
“AOLINE” ToILeT POWDER imparts 
delightfat bloom to the complexion, 
“ AOLINE” sacuers. Delighital for Handker- 
chiets, Gloves, &e, 
“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM, Softening and 
beautifying for the complexion, 
Of ali Chemists and Stores, 
J. & E, ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 
INVENTORS OF THR cxiamareD 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Scent."—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor’ 


January rst, 1898. 











ly. 





HOT SO FAR AWAY 
IN CHICAGO U.S.A. 


1s THE 
Greatest Mail Order House in the World. 


MONTGOMERY WARD & COMPANY, 


MN1t0120 Michigan Ave, 
WHO ISSUE SEMI-ANNUALLY THE MOST COM- 
PREHENSIVE 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 


AND 


BUYERS’ GUIDE. 


Cimatnng he ranch she), 24m 
rag nen te ae 
avian de areata 
GINERAE MERSHAND TOE MET IE 
AGRICULTUKAL IMPLEMENTS, WAG- 
ESL odd 





BOOTS 
ROUERIES, HARDWARE. Canpers 
‘GROCERIES aie 
G00D8, WALL PAPER, and BARGERS SUPPLIES, 
of thise publlentious will bo pent 


‘Any 00 0r 
a foreign 


Goods Guaranteed as Represented or Money Hafuated, 
Montgomery Ward & Co., 


CHICAGO, U.S. Ai 
111 to 120 MICHIGAN AVENUE. 








THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS, 
PERSONS suffering fre weak or debilitatep 

constitutions will d* ver that by the use 
of this wonderful medi } there is “ Health 


forall.” Thebloodis th — untain of life, and its 
puritycan bemaintainea the use of these Pills. 





Sin Samuau Bansn, io hig work <atitled “The Nile Tribut 
Says—"' I orde:sd the dragoman. Mahomes 
inform the Fakir that I was a Loctor, an 
medicines att 
short time | 
a 


taries in Abyssin 

Thad the bee 
hie service of the sick, with advice raties at 
had many applicants, to whom I served ‘out & 
r 's Pilla. Thes* are most asefal to an exe 
uomistakable purgative properticay they 
ie etfect upon tie patient, which satisfies 





SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN, 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


emedy for bad legs, bai breasts, and ulcerations 
te iraclously in hsaling ulcerations: ain 
arresting and s"duing a 
» his account ot nis extraordinary. travels 
ters saye—t'l iad with mea quantnyrat 
tHolioway'e | gave some t) the people, afd nothing 
could exceed their yratitude; and,in consequence, mille ui 
butter ‘and horse eed poured n'upes way uth ak Taste ten? 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowi and'any quantity ofpe 
tnd the demand became ao great tha I war Obliged to lock up 
¢ small remaining **; Sw 
Sold by'ail Chemists snd Medici Vendors throughout the 
orld May sat, toe, 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the :Jaran 
Wankiy Mat” must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. 

It is particularly requested that all letters 
be addressed to the Manauge, and Cheq 
payable to same; and that literary cont 
addressed to the Epiror. 
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be made 
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“SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Ow the gth inst. the Russo-Korean Bank in 
Séul closed its office and stopped business. 


ELE. Lt Kayer, Korean Minister of Japan, bad 
audience of the Emperor at the Palace on the 
15th inst. 
Baron Ito, Minister for the Agricultural and 
Commercial Department, has submitted his 
resignation. 
On the 18th inst , at the Kinki-kwan restaurant, 
some of the anti-Government politicians deliver- 
ed speeches on various subjects of the day. 








A younc man named Matsuno Takeshi, a 
medical student, committed suicide by taking 
itnic acid ina brothel in Tokyo on the 15th 
inst. 


. On the 17th, at rpm. the Kwanto Liberals 
held a conference at the Konaka restaurant 
Riogoku, Tokyo, and afterwards took dinner 
together. 





Tur Communications aWtooole. with the manufacturers regarding the 






intelligence that all private telegrams for Manila 
are temporarily prohibited by request of the 
Spanish Government. 


A BILL has been introduced into the U.S. 
Senate creating a national war force by calling 
upon all able-bodied men between 18 and 45 
for three years’ service. 


Tue N.Y.K.’s steamer Soya Maru, 1,725 tons 
register, ran on a submerged rock on the coast 
of Benten island on the 17th inst., while making 
forthe port, It is said that she is seriously 
damaged. 


Ow the 16th H.E. the Minister for Italy enter- 
tained at the Legation all the Japanese Cabinet 
Ministers, some of the higher officials of the 
Imperial Household, and about 20 Italian 
gentlemen. 


More than 150 fishermen from Wakayama, 
Tokyo, Shiga, Hiroshima, Kanagawa, Saitama, 
and Fukuoka, left by the Lmpress of China 
tor Vancouver to engage in salmon fishing in 


5 | British Columbia. 
0 | SEx toy makers of Tokyo were arrested on the 


4th jnstant, for making and selling imitation 
gold Coins, which were bought by women and 
children under the belief that they were genuine, 
and tendered for change. 


A TELEGRAM from Chefoo reports that the two 
Japanese who were arrested by the Russian 
authorities at Port Arthur as spies were relea- 
sed on the 16th inst. and arrived at Newch wang 
the same day, G 


7) Wirt regard to the monetary system in For- 


mosa, it was for some time a question in the 
Cabinet whether to use the silver standard or 
gold. The Commitee decided that the silver 
standard is most suitable for the island, 








A conrrrence of the Principals of the Higher 
Schools will be- held on the 1gth inst, at the 
Department of Education. Mr, Kikuchi, Vice- 
Minister of Education, will give an explanation 
of the proposed administration of the Schools. 


Tat fist of a series of five bicycle races by the 
Reliance Wheelmen of Yokohama took hence 
on Sunday last, on the Chiba road over a course 
of about 5 miles, Mr, Kay Smith finished first, 
Mr. McChesney second, and Mr. Dewette third. 


Tue Railway between Nanao and Tsuhata has 
been finished, and will be opened for traffic 
after official examination. Another branch, 
between Kanazawa and Tsuhata, is also finished. 
It is said that both lines will probably be open- 
ed on the rst June, 


Aporice inspector and a constable belonging 
to the Hokkaido police, and a female passenger 
by the Zeshiwo Maru were suffocated by 
charcoal fumes in their cabin on the gth in- 
stant. The inspector and woman died, while 
the constable was resuscitated. 


At about 6 o'clock on Wednesday evening 
fire broke out in Hongo, Kamakura, and, several 
hundred houses were destroyed, It is ramour- 
ed that there was some loss of life and several 
persons were injured, but no official report 
has yet been received. 


Ow the 17th inst., at 4 p.m., the Yokohama 
Commercial School gave an entertainment at 
the Nissei-ro restaurant. Count Okuma and 
adopted son, Mr. Hayashi, Director of the 
xhibition Bureau, Messrs Hara and Otani, and 
many other gentlemen were among the guests, 











Tuk Central Tea Guild was recently in con- 











establishment of an Inspecting Office. It is 
said that us a result of the conference an office 
will be established in the compound of the 
Yokohama Railway Station, and that the Alli- 
ance Tea Inspection Office in Kobe will be used 
for the same purpose, 


AT noon on Wednesday fire broke out in a 
green grocer's shop in Sakamoto-cho, Shitaya, 
Tokyo, A strong wind was blowing at the 
time the flames spread rapidly, with the 
result that over four hundred houses, forming 
several streets, were destroyed. One man 
met his death and one was severely injured 
in the fire, 
On the 18th Marquis Ito held a meeting at 
his official residence, which was attended by 
Count Inouye, Minister of Finance ; Viscount 
Yoshikawa, Minister of Home Affairs ; Viscount 
Katsura, Minister of War; Mr. Sone, Minister 
of Justice, and some other offcials, It is 
believed that the claims of the Liberal party 
and the resignation of Baron Ito, Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce, were the questions 
discussed, 
Parsipent McKintry has signed the resolu- 
tions of Congress. The Spanish Minister has 
demanded his passports. An ultimatum has 
been delivered at Madrid, compliance being 
required by Saturday, the American Minister 
meanwhile remaining in Madrid. The Spa- 
nish Cortes have been opened. The speech 
from the Throne upholds Spain's rights over 
Cuba. It is officially announced that America 
will not resort to privateering. 











Tue Spanish Minister has left Washington, 
The American Uhimatum has reached Mad- 
rid, and Spain immediately broke off diplomatic 
relations, and the American Minister left Mad- 
rid, Hostilities have commenced, Mr. Balfour 
has notified the belligerent parties of England’s 
adhesion to the principles of the Treaty of Paris, 
and that Britain cannot lay down the privciple 
that coal constitutes contraband of war, It, he 
said, may frequently be so, but not necessarily, 





Tue Import market in Yokohama during the 
past week has shown no signs of improvement. 
In yarns, cotton piece goods, woollens, and 
metals there general stagnation, Not only 
is no new business to speak of being done, bat 
there appears to be the same reluctance or in- 
ability on the part of buyers noted last week 
to take delivery of goods ordered long ago. 
Stocks are consequently accumulating and 
godown and insurance charges running up, 
with no signs of any probable improve- 
ment in the near future, With regard to 
kerosene, the possible failure of supply from 
America, in consequence of war with Sp 
has naturally had the effect of hardening rates, 
and holders will probably demand a consider- 
able rise in prices within the next few months. 
There has been a fair business transacted in 
sugar, and Manila brands may be expected to 
rise in price, which will also affect other 
classes of brown, Further large imports of 
foreign rice have been made without any 
immediate fall in prices. The Export market 
is still very dull. With the war outlook it 
is scarcely to be expected that any large 
transactions in silk for America will take 
place for the present ut least, and during 
the past week the sales have been limited to about 
500 boxes. Nothing has been done in tea with 
the exception of the despatch of a few caities of 
samples of the new crop. It is rumoured as 
we close this report that the United States 
Gove ent has imposed an import duty of 
10 cents gold per pound on tea, in view of war 
expenses, but this requires confirmation, Ex- 
bhageclosesysteady. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
aS Soe 

The discussions of the Tokyo journals about 
recent events in the Far East have been become 
a little wearisome, but our readers have doubt- 
less observed that the opponents of the Govern 
ment have hitherto had the arena al 
entirely to themselves, silence being preserved 
by newspapers to whose columns we are accus- 
tomed to look for expositions of political opini- 
ons. The Michi Nicks Shimbun now abandons 
this attitude of reticence and publishes a scath- 
ing article against the agitators. Itsets out by 
‘expressing appreciation of the patriotism that 
indaced them to hold a meeting, appoint a 
committee and send a deputation to the Premier, 
but it demonstrates in the clearest manner that, 
their so-called “sirong foreign policy” is a 
veritable myth, for not only is it without any 
element of strength, but also it is conspicuous 
for weakness and inconsequence. A strong 
foreign policy is one that announces an intention 
and shows a determination to enforce it 
by arms if necessary, Such, for example, was 
England's policy in connexion with the Treaty 
of St. Stefano, She sent her ships throngh 
the Dardanelles, and made it perfectly, plain 
that unless her demands were complied with, 
war would follow. The result is matter of his- 
tory. But the agitators in Japan to-day have 
no intention of that kind. They do not say 
that, it Russia and Germany decline to respect 
Japan's protest, she must be prepared to send 
her fleet against Kiao-chon, Port Arthur and 
Viadivostock, What they say is that nnless the 
Japanese protest is obeyed, the evacnation of 
Wei-hai-wei must be reconsidered, Was ever 
anything lamer or more inconsequential? Ger- 
many and Russia are to be censured for en- 
croaching upon the integrity «f the Chinese 
empire, and, if they disregard the censure, 
Japan is to follow their example, Very heartily 
Ragsia and Germany would laugh were such 
propositions submitted to them, ‘They have 
no special objection to Japan’s occupying Wei- 
hai wei, They wonld ‘rather have her there 
than England, probably, At any rate, to sup- 
pose that they would abandon the fruits of their 
aggressions in order to save Japan the moral 
pain of becoming an aggressor like them, is 
quite tarcical. The agitators talk of puting 
back-bone into the Cabinet, but in trnth their 
so-called “ strong foreign policy ” is to the last 
degree feeble and invertebrate, 

a" 

The Hocht Shimbun continues its charming- 
ly allruistic campaign in favour of the acquisi- 
tion of a Chinese port by Japan, It laughs at 
the Progressis’s’ cantention that a protest should 
be lodged against the acts cf Germany and 
Rassia, and says that such a course would be 
as sensible as building a strong room after 
the treastre to be left there had been stolen, 
Butit is not too late to obtain a footing for 
Japan on the Asiatic Continent, Of course, 
nothing could be more immoral than to follow 
the example of Russia, France, and Germany, 
which have acquited ports in China for the 
purely selfish purposes of their own aggrandise- 
ment. Japan mast not do anything of tl 
kind, If she obtain a portion of Chinese terri- 
tory, her object must be simply to guard it for 
China's sake, All the world should understand 
the difference between her motive and the ino. 
tives of Occidental aggressors. The Hochi ad- 
vances this programme with entire confidence 
and satisfaction, It seems to be quite sincere, 
and therein lies the chatm of its counsels, 

ete 

“Do not lose heart” is the injunction of the 
Fi Shimpo to the people of China. It is tue 
that recent events must have proved infinitely 
painful to Chinese patriots—a port stolen one 

















day, a province the next. But Japan also 
has had her heavy tials, and has passed 
sately through them, She too has had her 


towns bombarded by fleets and great sums ex- 
acted by way of indemnity because one or 
two Occidentais were cut down, or because 
a few shots were fired at a passing foreign ship. 
Once, indeed, Taushima was actually seized 
and its preservation to J; 
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not be achieved without difficully. In those 
days she lay at the mercy of foreign Powers. 
Even the revolution of 1867 supplied them with 
an opportunity to interfere in her domestic 
affairs, and while England and others support. 
ed the new Government, taking care to reap 
large reward for doing 80, France and Russia 
sided with the Shogun. Looking back now at 
the perils through which Japan passed safely, 
the Chinese, on their side, ought not to de- 
spair, The Japan of 35 years ago was as the 
China of to-day. The China of a few years 
hence may be as the Japan of to-day. It is 
trne that two or three harbours and some miles 
of territory have been lost. But compared with 
the bulk of the Middle Kingdom, such things 
count for nothing more than does “ one tail- 
hair to nine oxen.” China has not been vitally 
hurt, Her immense frame is still intact. She 
is not a poor, resourceless country like Korea, 
She has a vast expanse of territory; an im- 
mense population ; enormous wealth. All that 
is needed isa little effort. She could soon put 
herself in a condition not merely to defy foreign 
aggression but even to recover the losses she 
has incurred, It must be confessed that if the 
Fut Shimpo believes in its own oft-repeated 
predictions of China's dismemberment, the 
optimistic advice of the above article is some- 
what futile. 
. 
ane 

The Zekyo Shimbun (Liberal organ) has an 
article which derives much interest from its ex- 
position of a positive policy for Japan. A 
portion of the article is devoted to demon. 
stating the absurdity of Japan's atempt- 
ing, at this late hour, to interfere with the 
acquisitions made by Germany and Russia in 
China, Our contemporary laughs at the fruit- 
lessness of any such effort, and then proceeds 
to insist that Japan has no business he con- 
tinent of Asia as an aggressor competing with 
France, Germany, Russia, and England ; that 
Wei-hai-wei would be useless to her, and im 
mensely costly, since to retain it she would 
have to give up the 120 million yew still due by 
China, and would also have to devote large 
sums to its maintenance; and that if she is 
called upon at all to interfere in these matters 
of territorial uggression, she should have inter. 
fered at the (ime of the seizure of Kiao-chou— 
that is to say, when the adminisiration was in 
the hands of the former Cabinet whose support- 
ers are now 80 vehemently denouncing the 
Government for not inte:fering., All that is 
more or less hackneyed. But the Tokyo 
Shimbun then declares that Japan's trne policy, 
so far as China is concerned, should be to lead 
her into the path of progress, By this means 
alone can the integrity of the ancient empire 
be preserved, and the task devolves filly on 
Japan asthe Eastern pioneer of Western pro 
gress, and as having herself passed through 
many of the perils that menace China, Fur 
ther, if Japan is to acquite any place for the 
sake of restoring the balance of power in the 
Far East, the place should be Fusan in Korea, 
Ever since the days of the Taiko—the close of 
the sixteenth century—Fusan has been regarded 
asa Japanese colony. There are whole streets 
there built and inhabited by Japanese, and in 
many respects the town is scarcely distinguish- 
able from one in Japan, Moreover, it lies just 
opposite Tsushima, and will certainly be con- 
nected before long with Séul by railway. 
Everything distinguishes it as the most suitable 
acquisition this country could make on the 
Asiatic Continent. 
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Two articles in the Chuo Shimbun are de- 
voted to proving that Japan’s relations with 
China should be chiefly of a commercial cha- 
racter, Apart from the acquisition of Formosa 
and the Pescadores, the principal end attained 
by the Shimonoseki Treaty was the opening of 
new ports in China, Nearly three years have 
passed since then, yet the newly opetied places 
have not been turned to any advantage by 
Japanese merchants. Indeed, even in old-estab- 
lished Chinese marts like Shanghai and Tient- 
», Japanese traders make @ very poor show. 


ate" from the point of view of her proxi- 














China and of the products that she 
well as the manufactures she might 
sell to her neighbour, Japan's tradal 
wip the great nation might easily be 
as large as England's are, whereas in truth they 
are insignificant. The blame for such a 
state of affairs rests parily on the Goveru- 
ment, but chiefly on the business men and 
non-official classes, and if the politicians 
who now give themselves so much concern about 
the balance of power and such things, would 
make an earnest effort to rouse @ spirit of co: 
mercial enterprise, they might escape the re- 
proach of sacrificing national interests to party 
objects, 
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The Mainichi Shimbun also devotes much 
space to the Far Eastern question, Ii reviews 
the course of events au 8 that Japan must 
assert herself by oblaining a port in China to 
serve as a naval basis. e name of the port 
purposely concealed, but indications are afford- 
ed which suffice to show that either Amoy or 
Foochow is in our contemporety’s mind. 
We need not weary our readers by reprodu- 
cing the AMainichi's lengthy statement of 
facts already familiar to everybody. Our 
contemporary makes one striking comment, 
however. It says that Japan exposed China's 
weakness by the defeats she inflicted on her, and 
exposed her own weakness by surrendering the 
Liaotung peninsula at the first nod of three 
European Powers, without uttering a protest or 
exacting a condition, If Japan, in the hour of 
victory, could be so easily awed, it was plain to 
the Occident that there remained in the Orient 
nothing worthy to be feared. The fatal error 
of that time seems likely to be repeated with even 
more serious consequences on the present 
occasion. 

















FAPANESE TEA. 
Sg 
Japanese teas manufactured for export to 

America were lately found, according to the 

Kokumin, to be spurious and adulterated, some 

of them being entirely unfit for use. Last year the 

United States Government issued regulations 

prohibiting the import of spurious leat, and 

steps were taken in Japan to reform the processes 
of manulacture. As, hawever, no prohibitory 
measures were adopted by the Canadian Govern- 
ment, tea growers took no pains to improve 
the leas exported to th-t colony, Consequently 
Japanese tea in America is fast sinking into an 
insignificant position, while the Indian leat is 
steadily gaining in popularity. In view of this 
the Central Tea Guild has taken steps to induce 
tea-growers to improve their product,and inspect- 
ing offices are to be established in Yokohama 
and Kobe with a view to prevent the export of 
spurious manufactures, Foreign tea merchunte 

in the open ports appear to have adopted a 

similar policy, their encigies being devoted to 

the export of tea above the medium quality. 

They have in fact resolved to enforce their 

policy in the rejection of bad leaf with greater 

vigour and stringency than last year, Owing to 
the use of a greater amount of fertilizers and 
more pains in cultivation the sprouts this seas 
son are, in spite of the changeableness of the 
weather, much better than-in previous years. 

But, wages having considerably risen, there is 

cause for apprehension that spurious manuface 

ture is likely to be resorted to in some quaiters. 

The utmost precaution is necessary on this 

point, 





























THE 1ARIFF. 
E ett 

We observe that the Fapan Gaselte, like the 
Kobe Chronicle, has been misled about the new 
Tariff. It says that it ‘knows from good 
authority that the Government hoped to bring 
the Tariff into force from the rst of November 
next, and notified the various diplomats accord- 
ingly,” but that, the Austro-Hungarian Treaty 
not having yet been ratified, © no notice can be 
accepted.” That is altogether a mistake. The 
Japanese Government never gave any notice of 
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MEETING OF STRONG-FOREIGN- 
POLICY POLITICIANS. 
+ 

The advocates of a strong foreign policy 
continue their agitation. They held a 
meeting on the afternoon of the 18th inst. 
in the Kinki-kan, when several well- 
known members of the Progressist party 
delivered speeches—as Mr. Oishi Masami, 
Mr. Haseba Junko, Mr. Koizuka Ryo, 
Mr. Shimada Saburo, andso on. More or 
less accurate reports of the speeches are 
printed by vernacular newspapers, but 
we shall not reproduce them. It will 
be quite sufficient for our readers if 
we give an idea of the general spirit 
of the addresses. With the exception 
of Mr. Koizuka Ryu all the speakers 
appeared to think that Russia is chiefly 
to blame for the present complica- 
tions. Her acqui n of Liaotung and 
Germany’s action in Shantung had created 
a situation for Japan which might be com- 
pared to that of a house separated by a 
thin partition from the scene of an armed 
burglary. England, China, and Japan were 
the Powers with paramount interests in 
this region of the globe, and they, too, 
might be said to have a common policy. 
Russia, Germany, and France had merely 
found an opportunity in the results of the 
war of 1894-5. The war might be said to 
have broken down the gates of the Far 
East, and given ingress to States which 
would otherwise have remained outside. 
It thus became Japan's duty to stretch out 
a helping hand to China. A similar ob- 
ligation devolved upon England in her 
own interests. ‘T'alien in Russia’s hands 
meant a severe blow to the commercial 
status of Great Britain and Japan in the 
Far East. The Government seemed to 
be asleep at thiscrisis. Its theory was that 
diplomacy could effect nothing without 
the aid of armed strength. History show- 
ed how completely fallacious was such an 
idea, Everything would go by default 
unless some complainant stepped for- 
ward. It was for Japan to assume the 
duty of complainant. Japan had been 
chiefly flouted. She had been driven 
from territory belonging to her as the fruits 
of victory by Powers which claimed that 
her presence there would menace the in- 
tegrity of the Chinese empire, and now 
those same Powers had appropriated the 
same territory themselves. Now was the 
time to adopt some remedial measure. A 
few days more would see the withdrawal 
of Japau’s forces from Wei-hai-wei, and 
then it would be too late to act. 

Such was the gist of the speeches. We 
can not discover that a single new argu- 
ment was adduced ora single novel theory 
advanced, M Koizuka thought that 
England’s policy had been mistaken, but 
his demonstration of the charge was not 
clear or effective. No resolutions were 
adopted, and it does not appear that the 
meeting is likely to have any marked 
results. 















It has invariably been observed that 
when men who have seemed intemperate 
and extreme as political agitators get 
into office, they are immediately sobered 
by the responsibilities of power. ‘The same 
wholesome effect is often produced when 
words have to be reduced to writing. An 
illustration is afforded in the manifesto 
issued by the advocates of a strong 
foreign policy for Japan. ‘The speeches 
delivered by these publicists suggested 
that they were not by any means agreed 
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as to the wisest course to be adopted by 
their country, or as to the best means of 
giving effect to the views they enter- 
tained. There were also evidences of 
disagreement, or, at least, of divergent 
opinions, among them. But when they 
came to reduce their ideas to writing, a 
common basis of conviction was found, 
and a document of considerable interest 
resulted, moderate in tone and states- 
manlike in sentiment. For the purposes 
of our readers it is not necessary to 
translate the mainfesto verbatim. A very 
few words will suffice to convey a clear 
impression of its contents. It lays down 
one broad principle, namely, that Japan's 
foreign policy should be guided by the 
object of preserving the independence 
and integrity of the Chinese and 
Korean empires. The best way to 
preserve the peace of the East is to lead 
China and Korea into the path of pro- 
gress, so as to insure for them the friend- 
ship of Occidental nations, and consequent 
immunity from Occidental aggression. If 
Japan fought with China, it was because 
the latter’s procedure threatened the in- 
dependence of Korea. That immediate 
purpose attained, Japan did not hesitate 
to retrocede the Liaotung Peninsula in 
deference to the representations of Rus- 
sia, Germany, and France. But Russia 
and Germany themselves have now obtain- 
ed possession of the very territories from 
which they declared it necessary that 
Japan should be ousted three years ago. 
The manifesto uses some very strong 
language against these two Powers, and 
roundly condemns the Government of 
Japan for not opposing their action on 
the same grounds that they employed in 
1895 to oppose Japan’s. It then goes on 
to insist that China’s elimination from the 
map of Asia as an independent State is 
imminent; that Japan can not view such 
acontingency without grave alarm; that 
she must adopt vigorous steps to avert 
it; and that her military unreadiness is 
no reason for inaction, because military 
unreadiness is a purely relative term, and 
by the time that she shall have attained 
what she now regards as a standard of 
preparation, she will be as far behind the 
then warlike strength of the Great Euro- 
pean Powers as she is to-day. 








Such is the gist of the argument. It 
may be summed up in a dozen words, 
namely, that Japan must stand forward as 
the champion of China and Korea against 
Western aggression. No explicit state- 
ment is made as to the steps that she 
ought to take, but it is plain that the 
compilers of the manifesto intend her to 
act in opposition to Russia and Germany. 
‘There is indeed a disavowal of hostile 
sentiment towards any Power, but the 
general drift of the argument can not be 
mistaken, nor can the strong terms in 
which the procedure of Russia and 
Germany is denounced be misunderstood. 
The outcry formerly ed against 
Japan's evacuation of Wei-hai-wei doe: 
not find any echo in this document. Wei- 
hai-wei is not mentioned at all, On the 
contrary, we detect an inclination to 
invite an enéente with England, though 
nothing definite on the subject appears. 
Assuming that the manifesto represents 
the views of the Progressists, we are con- 
fronted by the interesting and important 
fact that a large section of the leaders af 
Japanese thought advocate the espousal of 
China’s cause by Japan against Western 
aggression. 
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THE FIFI'S COUNSEL. 
Spee? 

The Fiji Shimpo evidently regards the 
recent episode between the Cabinet and 
the Liberals as an event of much import- 
auce in the political world. 
that the prospect of an alliance has been 
destroyed, for the moment at all events, 
and justly remarks that the Government 
can not turn to the Progressists without 
making very much larger concessions 
than those which it has just refused to 
the Liberals, while the Liberals, on 
their side, are placed in an awkward posi 
tion since they can not well resume their 
old combination with the Progressists, 
and even if they could do so for the pur- 
pose of overthrowing the Cabinet, they 
would not find themselves more satisfac- 
torily circumstanced than they are nov 
Altogether our contemporary consider: 
a national misfortune that these complic 
tions should occur at the time when so 
many problems of great importance pre- 
sent themselves in the domains of domes- 
lic and foreign politics alike. It is im- 
possible for Ministers to act with strength 
and decision if they are entirely without 
allies among party politicians, and, were 
that fact considered froma patriotic point 
of view, both sides should be willing to 
make wise concession: 
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The same journal publishes what pur- 
ports to be an official view of this difficulty 
between the Cabinet and the Liberals. 
When Marquis Ito was entrusted by the 
Emperor with the duty of forming a Mini- 
stry, he endeavoured to obtain the cOope- 
tion of the Liberals and Progessists, but 
finding it impossible to compass that 
object, he finally gave up the idea, and 
invited Count Inouye to take a port- 
folio on the understanding that the 
Cabinet should be independent of politi- 
cal parties. Subsequently the Liberals 
intimated their intention of uncondi- 
tionally supporting the Cabinet. They 
weit to the constituencies on that platform 
and it was well understood that the 
members returned by the country in the 
Liberal interests were not opponents of 
the Government. Recently, however, the 
leaders of the Party reversed their attitude 
and approached the Cabinet with a pro- 
position which they declared to be crucial 
to any union between themselves and the 
Ministry. Marquis Ito naturally replied 
that all the portfolios were now occupied ; 
that he had never given a pledge of any 
kind to the Liberals, and that it was out 
of the question to suddenly change the 
personnel of the Cabinet in deference to 
the wishes of a political party. If the 
Liberals were prepared to form a Cabinet 
of their own and to carry on the admi- 
nistration, the present Ministry would 
make no difficulty about handing over the 
reins of office to them. But they were 
not prepared to do anything of the kind, 
yet they maintained that their views ought 
io be carried out by the Cabinet in power. 
That was most unreasonable. Evidently 
to yield to such demands would open the 
door to an unending abuse. Granting one 
thing to-day, the Ministry might be re- 
quired to grant another to-morrow, and so 
on ad infinitum. It would certainly be 
unfortunate if a collision occurred again 
between the Cabinet and the Diet, but 
the Ministers of the Crown must not 
allow themselves to be turned from their 
duty by fear of such contingencies. They 








would go their way independently. 
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VHE LIBERALS AND 1HE CABINE!. 





—+ 

There can be very little doubt that the 
Liberals are disposed to press for some 
official recognition of their cdoperation 
with the Cabinet. The representatives 
of the Party who reside in the capital and 
are fully ‘conversant with the course 
of events, would probably be content to 
leave things as they are, for the present 
at all events. As to that, however, we 
can speak from conjecture only. But the 
financial question has assumed a some- 
what troublesome complexion. The pre- 
sent Cabinet had to choose between in- 
creased taxation and a programme of 
retrenchment, If selected the latter, 
temporarily at all events, and an im- 
pression has consequently been produced 
that the posé-dellum scheme of expansion 
elaborated by the former Ito Cabinet 
and endorsed by the Liberal Party in 
1895, must now be cut down by an Ito 
Cabinet and the reduction approved by 
the Liberals. That is not altogether the 
case, as our readers are aware. A con- 
siderable part of the retrenchment in the 
armaments expansion programme is due, 
not to deliberate choice on Japan’s side, 
but to delays in executing work and to 
corresponding deferment of payments 
owing to the Engineers’ strike in England. 
These details, however, can not be readily 
comprehended by the Liberal Party at 
large, and, even if full comprehension 
could be secured, there would still bea 
‘considerable residue of retrenchment attri- 
butable, not to fortuitous causes, but to 
the Cabinet’s changed policy. It would 
seem that these reflections have produced 
a feeling of uneasiness, perhaps of 
umbrage, and that the only feasible way 
of restoring confidence in the ranks 
of the Liberals is to admit Count 
Itagaki to the Cabinet. Two of the 
leaders of the Party are said to have 
waited on Marquis Ito on the 5th 
instant for the purpose of setting forth 
the difficulty. They explained that Count 
Itagaki himself had no special desire to 
enter the Cabinet, being, for his own part, 
quite content to remain out of office and 
do what he could to mote the interests 
of the country as a private individual. On 
the other hand, the sentiment of the 
Liberals in the provinces had declared 
itself very distinctly in favour of the 
Count’s admission to the Ministry, and 
the leaders of the Varty saw no other 
means of securing its allegiance to the 
Cabinet. Marquis Ito is said to have ex- 
pressed his appreciation of the case as 
presented to him, but what step, if any, 
he will take remains uncertain, There is 
at present no vacancy in the Cabinet, nor 
is it easy to appoint a Minister under such 
circumstances without seeming to violate 
the Imperial prerogative. We should be 
disposed to doubt the correctness of these 
details, but they appear in the columns of 
the Nichi Nichi Shimbun, and ought, there- 
fore, to be credible. 











It has already been related in these 
columns that a deputation of Liberal poli- 
ticians recently waited on Marquis Ito, 
and urged the advisability of giving a 
portfolio to Count Itagaki. Rumour now 
supplements that version by adding that 
the admission of Mr. Hoshi Toru to the 
Cabinet constituted a second proposal 
submitted by the Deputation. The best- 
informed persons deny, however, that Mr. 
Hoshi's inclusion in the Ministry has been 
asked for. They allege that the desire of 
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the Liberals is limited to Count Itagaki’s 
entry, and they attribute to the Liberals 
avery reasonable line of argument. It 
is that, however thorough may be the 
confidence of the Party ds a whole in 
Marquis Ito’s statesmanship, there exists 
a feeling among the rank and file that if 
they support the Cabinet without having 
any direct voice in its Councils, they can 
not hope to escape the imputation of 
being blind followers of officialdom. For 
the sake of their own fair fame, therefore, 
they think their revered and beloved 
leader, Count Itagaki, should have a seat 
in the Cabinet, as was the case when their 
Party last gave its support to those in 
power. Marquis Ito’s reply is said to 


have been that he fully recognised the] P 


justice of their attitude, and that no 
objection existed, either on his part or 
on the part of his colleagues, to receiving 
Count Itagaki into the Ministry. His 
Excellency added, however, that pending 
the meeting of the Diet next mouth, he 
was uot ina position to make a definite 
promise, nor could he now undertake to 
declare what course he should pursue 
after the prorogation of the Houses. At 
that point the conference seems to have 
terminated, and although no rupture has 
actually taken place between the Cabinet 
and the Liberals, their relations appear 
to be somewhat strained. We apprehend 
that it is another case of compromise. 
The Liberals need only wait a little. Of 
course, to onlookers familiar with the 
working of party Cabinets in England, and 
convinced by the experience of their own 
country that the Government's Parlia- 
mentary supporters ought to be duly 
represented in its ranks, the mancuve- 
ing and finesse that mark the doings of 
Japanese statesmen and Japanese politici- 
ans at the present lime area little difficult 
to appreciate. The statesmen, while 
virtually admitting that without the sup- 
port of political parties in the Diet they 
can not conduct the administration 
smoothly and salisfactorily, are neverthe- 
less reluctant to openly endorse a doctrine 
which more or less impairs the Imperial 
prerogative. Thus there results a period 
of hesitation which seems more sentiment- 
al than pract But the inevitable out- 
come of Parliamentary institutions can 
uot be deferred very much longer. 














FUTURE ATTITUDE OF THE 
LIBERALS. 
pease ed 
The question of the hour at present in 
Japan is the future attitude of the Liberal 
Party towards the Cabinet, If it be an 
attitude of opposition, the [to Ministry 
will have the record of being the first 
Cabinet absolutely without any party to 
support it in the Diet. Our readers’ will 
therefore be interested to hear what the 
Chuo Shimbun has to say on the subject, 
for, as the organ of the National Unionists, 
who are the Liberals’ allies, that journal 
should be in a position to speak authori- 
latively. The Chuo's prediction is that 
the Liberals will not go into general op- 
position. They can not do so, indeed, 
without losing caste as serious politicians, 
for their difference with the Cabinet is one 
not of principles but of posts. They will, 
therefore, judge cach official measure on 
its own merits, supporting or condemning 











‘it without any reference to the fact that 


their coalition with the Cabinet has been 


vernment at more than two points. The 
first is the financial programme of the 
Cabinet. They consider that the reduc- 
tion made in the appropriations on ac- 
count of naval expansion are unwisely 
large, and that the policy of general 
retrenchment pursued by the Minister of 
Finance will not conduce to the interests 
of the country. Especially the procedure of 
the Bank of Japan in raising its discount 
rate is condemned by them as pre ial to 
industrial development. The second point 
is the manner in which the elections were 
officially controlled. The Cabinet declar- 
ed its determination to enforce the laws 





with the utmost rigour, so as to 
prevent all abuses, but it failed to 
put its promise into full operation. 


Should the Liberals decide to organise a 
campaign against the Ministry, they. 
will choose these two weapons. In the 
field of foreign policy they will be careful 
not toembarrass the Cabinet. 


The Tokyo Shimbun, which is the 
Liberal organ, takes practically the same 
line asthe Chuo. Indeed the two journals 
write in terms so nearly identical that it 
is impossible to doubt their common in- 
spiration. The Liberal organ, however, 
says nothing about official management 
during the elections, The only subject 
indicated by it as likely to cause a colli- 
sion between the Party and the Cabinet is 
that of finance. Like the Chuo, it is 
careful to disavow any intention of undue 
interference in the field of foreign politics. 
It may be taken for granted, therefore, 
that the Liberals, though they have 
severed their connection with the Govern- 
ment, are not disposed to assume any 
attitude of strong hostility. 











THE CHINESE LOAN. 
=e 

It is generally supposed that whatever 
portion of the Chinese loan waswot success- 
fully floated in London and Berlin has been 
taken by the contracting banks. But the 
Fyi Shimpo alleges that the course of 
events has not been sosimple. When it 
;was found that subscribers to the loan 
were likely to be less numerous than had 
been originally anticipated, aa applica- 
tion was made to the Japanese Govern- 
ment, to ascertain whether it would be 
willing to participate in the transaction, 
the probable share of the loan. allotted 
to Japan being estimated not to exceed 
four millions sterling. A favorable answer 
was given, contingent, of course, upon the 
result of the attempts to place the loan in 
Europe. Subsequently prospects seemed 
to grow brighter in the money markets of 
London and Berlin, and it was supposed 
that if the Treasury in Tokyo had to 
beconie a subscriber, its subscription 
need xot exceed four or five hundred thou- 
sand pounds sterling. Recents events, 
however, have again clouded the finan- 
cial horizon, and the indications at pre- 
sent are that Japan may have to take over 
from four to six millions sterling—that is 
to say, from forty to sixty million yen; or, 
roughly speaking, one-third to one-half of 
the whole sum (118 million yer) due to 
her. The rate in her case will be 88, 
whereas itis go for the general public. 
Such is the ¥iji Shimpo's account. It 
sounds very credible, 





We understand that an official telegram has 
been received in Tokyo from Manila announe- 





terminated. At the moment they are not 
likely to come into collision with the Go- 


UN 


ing the departure from the latier port of the 
U.S. Consul there. 
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JAPANESE NOTES. 
ea ae 

While politicians are busily discussing 
the subject of Wei-hai-wei, the Nichi 
Nichi Shimbun has had the shrewdness 
to approach a military mar, Colonel 
Nagaoka, and ascertain his opinion about 
the place. The Colonel has just return- 
ed from Wei-hai-wei, and is therefore 
competent to speak about it from a com- 
mercial as well as a military point of view. 
He confirms the accounts published from 
time to time as to the futility of altempt- 
ing any tradal development in that part 
of Shantung. The district is barren. 
It produces no crops. A few vegetables 
can be grown, but not even fire-wood is 
obtainable in the neighbourhood. So far 
as the harbour and the defensive facilities 
are concerned, the place is excellent, but 
any Power contemplating its permanent 
tenure must be prepared to devote a 
division of troops and a squadron of fifty 
or sixty thousand tons to the purpose. 
That would mean an expenditure of some 
ten million yen annually. If Japan is pre- 
pared to incur such an outlay, well and 
good. But Colonel Nagaoka is very far 
from being optimistic. He talks of a 
petty provincial retail-dealer going to a 
great metropolis and setling up a whole- 
sale establishment there to compete with 
big merchants of old standing and large 
capital; and he talks, also, of presenting 
to a beggar man a magnificent waitscoat 
and pair of breeches which the man could 
not use without procuring a coat to match. 
Indeed, the whole drift of this officer’s re- 
marks is in the direction of patience and 
temporary self-effacement. He evidently 
thinks that Japan must be careful not to 
“ bite off more than she can swallow.” 





Some of the vernacular papers have 
begun to direct their batteries against the 
army and Navy, accusing the officers of 
having fallen into luxurious habits, and 
developed a desire for ease rather than a 
wish for war. The most extravagant of 
these critics is the Hochi Shimbun, which 
actually professes to believe that Cabinet 
Ministers have uttered insulting remarks 
about the unpreparedness of the two 
services and about the reluctance of their 
personnel to fight—remarks which have 
failed to elicit any indignant rejoinder 
from the officers, so craven is their spirit. 
It is scarcely credible that a sober journa- 
list should attribute to Cabinet Ministers 
snch utterances. Another newspaper, the 
Kohumin, concludes that because some 
24 million yen have been reduced in the 
ture on account of the naval 
expansion programme this year, the 
inference may be drawn that Japanese 
naval experts could not rise to the level 
of the occasion, and that their failure to 
elaborate plans and estimates is the 
cause of the reduction. ‘The real cause, 
of course, is the Engineers’ strike in 
England. It would seem, however, that 
there is something like a deliberate at- 
tempt on the part of certain vernacular 
journals to rouse an impatient spirit in 
the two services. Colonel Nagaok: 
remarks, as quoted by the Nicht Nicht, 
will afford fresh fuel for their fires. 














The particulars of the loss of the Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha’s steamer Zoshima 
Maru are published by the vernacular 
press. She left Kobe on the afternoon of 
the gth instant, bound for Korea, and at 9 
p.m. on the same day entered Ikeda Bay 


owing to stress of weather. Cayyes i 








her voyage after a brief interval, she 
rounded Hayatomo point, and, with the 
tide in her favour, steamed into the bay 
of Kiushu-Moji, steering between the 
man-of-war Oshima and a foreign steamer 
which was lying at anchor, Just then the 
Taiko Joint Stock Company's steamer 
Das-ichi Taiko Maru, bound from Naga- 
saki to Moji, appeared coming from the 
opposite direction and taking the same 
course between the man-of-war and the 
foreign vessel. Whether there was not 
room for the steamers to pass each other, 
or whether their steering was defective, 
a_ collision occurred, and although the 
Toshima’s engines were going full speed 
astern at the time, a large hole was made 
on her port side, and she was driven right 
on to the bows of the Oshima, receiving still 
greater damage on the starboard. The offi- 
cer commanding the Oshima appreciated at 
once thatthe Zoshsma’s case was desperate. 
He fired three guns to summon assistance, 
and, lowering his boats, went to the 
rescue of the sinking ship. Two minutes 
after the collision, the fore part of the 
Toshima was completely under water, 
but happily the stern remained afloat long 
enough for the Oshima’s boat to remove 
the crew of 54 and 2 passengers. The 
Taiko Maru was carrying more than 200 
passenBers, Her captain, therefore, drove 
her at full speed shorewards and managed 
to beach her in the vicinity of Moj 


The incidents connected with the 
building of the Avtacht Maru in the 
Mitsubishi Deck at Nagasaki have natural- 
ly caused some curiosity. A ship of such 
dimensions (6,000 tons) was never pre- 
viously constructed in Japan. It will be 
understood of course that she was not 
built throughout in this country: the 
plates were imported from Europe and 
the work done in Nagasaki was limited to 
pulting them together. The resident 
foreign expert to whom was entrusted the 
duty of inspecting the vessel and passing 
her for classification at Lloyd’s, found great 
fault with the manner in which the rivets 
had been driven and condemned a great 
number—113,000 is the figure mentioned 
by vernacular journals. Even after these 
rivets had been re-driven, Mr. Robertson 
saw reason to be dissatisfied, and declined 
to pass the ship unless other changes were. 
effected. The Dockyard people declined 
to accede to this second injunction, and ap- 
plication was made to Lloyds to send out 
a special surveyor. The latter, on his 
arrival, inspected the work and pro- 
nounced it satisfactory, but it is alleged 
that the Mitsubishi Company will lose 
170,000 yen over the transaction. The 
Yomiuri Shimbun gives publicity to a 
suspicion that Mr. Robertson had been 
“ got at” by persons interested in making 
trouble between the Nippon Yusen Kai- 
sha—on whose account the Hitachi Mare 
was built—and the Mitsubishi Dockyard. 
Such a suspicion seems extravagant. It 
is to be presumed that Mr. Robertson 
discharged his duties of inspection con- 
scientiously. The incident is very strange, 
however, and we are not in a position to 
offer any explanation. 











If the writings of some vernacular 
journals were trustworthy, the Cabinet’s 
condition at present would have to be re- 
garded as one of utter perplexity. The 
Yomiuri, for example, informs its readers 
that since Marquis Ito’s interview with the 
“ strong-foreign-policy ” deputation, the 
Ministry have been seriously consider- 
al situation, and have set the 




















selves to examine various problems, all 
of which our contemporary catalogues 
with much semblance of accuracy, leav- 


ing its readers to infer, as even the 
least intelligent must infer, that had 
not the “strong-foreign-policy”” men 


moved in this matter, the Government 
would have slumbered on, without the 
smallest perception of the grave issues 
presenting themselves for di m. It 
can not be denied that there is a great 
deal of naive subtlety about the methods 
of some of the vernacular journals. If 
Marquis Ito and his colleagues were only 
now beginning to reflect about the wisdom 
of protesting against the aggressions of 
European Powers in China, or on the 
feasibility of making them restore their 
acquisitions, or the desirability of Japan’s 
having a foot-hold on the Asiatic Con- 
tinent, and so on, the Cabinet’s Rip-Van- 
Winkle methods might justly be criticised. 


The Tokyo Asahi is informed that the 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs has 
submitted to the Cabinet a memorandum 
urging the necessity of adopting a for- 
ward policy in foreign affairs. The docu- 
ment, says our contemporary, was couch- 
ed in very strong language but failed to 
obtain the endorsement of Marquis Ito. 
This happened on the 23rd of March, and 
the attitude of the Premier created much 
discontent at the Foreign Office. With- 
in the past few days, Baron Nishi sub- 
mitted another memorandum in a similar 
sense, and the Cabinet held a meeting 
on the 13th. instant for the purpose of 
considering it. We believe that the Asa- 
Aé’s informants have been drawing pretty 
freely on their imagination. 








There is a strong movement in China, 
according to the Chuo Shimbun, to bring 
about the adoption of the Japanese sylla- 
bary—Kobo Daishi’s forty-eight symbols— 
in lieu of the ideographs now in use. 
The reasons influencing the advocates of 
such a change need not be recapitulated. 
To the vast majority of the Chinese people 
literature is a sealed book owing to the 
immense difficulty of mastering the cha- 
racters employed for writing. One im- 
agines that if a change of any kind were 
contemplated, the reformers would be in 
favour of immediately adopting the Ro- 
man alphabet, which is incomparably more 
serviceable, scientific, and civilized than 
any syllabary, But that idea is curtly 
dismissed as impossible. The Viceroy 
Chan Chi-tung is said to be the chief 
advocate of the innovation, but it has dis- 
tinguished endorsers in Canton also. The 
Chuo alleges that a school for giving in- 
struction in the syllabary and also in the 
Japanese method of constructing sent- 
ences, has been already established at 
Hankow, and that similar institutions will 
quickly be organized at Suchow, Tientsin, 
Peking, Fucheng, and Shanghai. Except 
in the case of the Tientsin school, Japan- 
ese instructors are to be employed. We 
had not previously heard of this interest- 
ing movement. 





There appears to be some trouble at 
the Upper Middle School in Kanazawa 
(Kashu). The old question of moral edu- 
cation (chisku) and physical education 
(tai-iku) has come upon the tapis. What 
the vernacular press reports is that the 
principal of the School, Mr. Hojo Jikei, 
recently assembled the students and de- 
livered a lecture, in the course of which 
he declared that with the exception of 
Sunday 2likte should be no holiday at the 
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school in future. This announcement 
naturally caused some discontent among 
the lads, and matters reached a climax 
when they could not gbtain permission to 
absent themselves from the classes on 
the 17th instant, for which day a boat 
race had been planned. Several of the 
instructors, sympathising with the lads, 
have resigned, and the business of the 
school is at a standstill. 


Hitherto the annual allowance made by 
the Government to students studying 
abroad has averaged 1,500 yen. That 
sum does not include travelling expenses, 
but is supposed to cover the cost of liv- 
ing, tuition fees, and so on. It has been 
found, however, that euds can not be made 
to meet with such a scanty grant, and 
in response to various representations the 
Educational Authorities have decided to 
raise the allowance to 1,800 yen. 


It is alleged that the recent alienations 
of Chinese territory have aroused some 
opposition among the people of the Middle 
Kingdom. The Chuo Shimbun alleges— 
on what authority we do not know—that 
a memorial has been presented to the 
Throne urging that Russia should be 
required to withdraw from Liaotung and 
Germany from Shantung, and that, in the 
event of their refusal, war should be 
declared, At the same time, the other 
European Powers should be appealed to, 
and asked to combine for the purpose of 
declaring Liaotung neutral territory. It 
is, perhaps, not too late for the Chinese 
people to awake from their lethargy, but 
it certainly is too late to undo what has 
been done in Liaotung and Shantung. 


The period that follows the accession 
of an Ito Cabinet to power is always 
marked by quietude. A general feeling 
of confidence seems to be established, 
and, instead of suspecting that everything 
is wrong, people appear to persuade them- 
selves that everything must be right, 
When the present Cabinet assumed office, 
the burning question of the moment was 
finance. A deficit of over twenty million 
yenin the Budget for 1898-9 had to be 
faced, and there was no apparent method 
of solving the difficulty. That problem 
has now ceased to trouble men’s minds, 
and the politicians of the Opposition are 
busying themselves temporarily with 
foreign affairs. There is also a section 
of the nation that finds cause for com- 
plaint in the reticence of the Cabinet. 
Ministers can not be induced to make 
any declarations of policy, and weapons 
to attack them are consequently wanting. 
It is a quaint contention. If the concrete 
acts of an administration afford no materi- 
al for censure, its abstract principles of 
procedure ought not to be of paramount 
importance, one imagines. However, 
that critics should hunger for something 
to criticise is natural enough. Marquis 
Ito has, therefore, been much importuned 
to declare his programme at home and 
abroad, but he remains resolutely silent. 
He is determined—according to the Tokyo 
Asahi—not to open his lips until the Diet 
assembles, People that want to hear his 
views must wait until then. If the experi- 
ence of the past be taken as a guide, it 
really matters very little when and where 
the Prime Minister speaks, If he keeps 
silence, he is blamed for reticence; if he 
speaks, he is charged with disingenuous- 
ness. 


England is evidently rEZOU ye the part of the murderer and suicide, 


markly clever country by some Japanese 
publicists? She never puts her hand to 
anything nnless her own advantage is 
clearly discernible, and, instead of toiling 
herself to attain an object, she prefers to 
shift the work to other shoulders and 
sland ready to appropriate the fruits. 
From the point of view of national pro- 
sperity and aggrandisement, that is about 
as good a character as any nation need 
desire, though, oz the whole, it does not 
appeal to high instincts. In obedience 
to such motives, England would have 
been very glad to see Japan remain 
at Wei-hai-wei, incurring all the ex- 
pense of garrisoning and fortifying the 
place, and posting herself in the arena 
face to face with Russia. But the Ito 
Cabinet was too shrewd to step into a 
position so dangerous, England has 
been obliged to occupy the place her- 
self. There can be no doubt that, in 
order to hold her own abroad, Japan 
must make common cause with whatever 
Power has the same interests and the 
same policy as herself, England is 
such a Power. But if Japan approached 
England hat in hand, it is certain. that 
the paius of the alliance would fall to the 
former’s share, its profits to the latter's. 
The wisest policy for this empige is to 
wait until the occasion arises when its 
services will be of such value to Great 
Britain that she will take the initiative in 
asking for them. Then, and only then, 
can Japan hope for a partnership on equal 
terms. All this has been well understood 
and acted on by the Ito Cabinet. People 
that call the Cabinet a ‘‘do-nothing Mini- 
stry” speakignorantly. The Cabinet has 
been working all the time with far-seeing 
appreciation of the country’s best inter- 
ests, That is what an anonymous diplo- 
mat tells the Tokyo Asaht. 


The principals of the Higher Schools 
are to assemble from the 2oth instant in 
Tokyo to discuss educational affairs. It is 
understood that four projects will be 
brought up for deliberation. The first 
relates to the advisability of establishing 
affiliated technical schools in the pro- 
vinces, that is to say, schools of dendro- 
logy, industry and commerce, and 
medicine. The second has reference to 
the salaries of instructors and to their 
retiring allowances. The third, to the 
erection of new school buildings or the 
extension of the old. The fourth, to the 
connexion between the Higher Schools 
and the University. It is pretty plain 
that amore liberal financial policy will 
have to be adopted in educational matters. 








MURDEK AND SUICIDE IN TOKYO. 
ge 

On the 17th inst. at about 1 p.m, a man, 
dressed like a covlie, of about 24 years of age 
paid a visit (o the house of a merchant named 
Wago, No. 15. Kobikicho, Ichome, Tokyo. 
All the inmates of the residence were absent at 
the time except a maid-servant, a young woman 
of abont 30 years of age, What happened im- 
mediately afterwards does not appear, but the 
maid-servant was shortly seen rushing from 
the house, with fatal wounds from which she 
soon afterwards expired. The neighbours 
soon gathered on the scene and the police were 
notified. In the confusion which ensued the 
murderer of the young woman iumed his wee- 
pon, a kuife or sword, against himself and 
expired shortly afterwards. The particulars of 
the tragedy are not yet known, but, according to 











the Asahi, the crime originated through jealousy 


BARON 1T0'S EXPLANATION. 
+ 


There is no longer any doubt that Baron 
Ito, Minister of State for Agriculture and 
Commerce, has resigned his portfolio in 
consequence of the rupture between the 
Liberals and the Cabinet. The Chuo 
Shimbun (National Unionist organ) pub- 
lishes a statement from the lips of the 
Baron himself. It conveys an impression 
somewhat different from that hitherto 
gathered by the public. The Baron says 
that the Liberals desired from the outset 
to see their leader, Count Itagaki, invest- 
ed with the office of Minister of State for 
Home Affairs. It was pointed out to 
them, however, that to go to the polls with 
their chief a member of the Ministry 
would be an anomalous procedure, not 
reconcilable with the spirit of Japanese 
politics as they exist at present, In de- 
ference to that suggestion, the justice of 
which they recognised, they consented to 
defer the matter until after the general 
elections. It is therefore natural that 
they should approach the subject again 
atthe present stage. The Kwanto section 
of the party have, it is true, advanced 
demands of an extensive character—the 
granting of three or four portfolios to 
their partizans—but with such demands 
the Liberals, on a whole, do not agree. 
They would be content to see Connt Ita- 
gaki in the Cabinet. Unfortunately the 
Cabinet has not seen its way to give effect 
to that proposal, and a split has ensued 
between the Ministry and the Party. 
What may be the ultimate fate of the 
relations between the two, Baron Ito does 
not undertake to predict. As he himself, 
however, has been the connecting link, he 
sees noalternative except to resign his 
portfolio. He does so with much regret, 
for he has inaugurated many reforms 
over the progress of which ‘he would 
gladly have watched. But such con- 
siderations must be disregarded. Though 
leaving the Cabinet, however, he does 
not become its opponent. Even if the 
Liberals assume an attitude of hostility to 
the Government, he ‘will deem it his duty 
to stand between the two, and endeavour 
to soften their relations, for, in truth, 
there is no difference of policy. That 
duty he can perform more satisfactorily 
as a private individual than as an official, 
which reflection influences his present 
course considerably. In the interest of 
his official functions he will remain at his 
post until his successor is appointed. 
Indeed he had hoped that the fact of his 
resignation might remain secret, until all 
the necessary arrangements were com- 
pleted. That has proved impossible, how- 
ever. 


It will be observed that Baron Ito's 
statement, if correctly reported by the 
Chuo, suggests that the Liberals have 
some warrant for thinking that the 
Cabinet had indirectly pledged itself to 
admit Count Itagaki so soon as the general 
elections were over, Hints that such was 
the case have been published from time 
to time by vernacular journals, the general 
forecast being that Count Inouye would 
leave the ministry when the time arrived 
for the entry of the Liberal leader. Count 
Inouye has often appeared in a self-effac- 
ing role. He has certainly showed him- 
self one of the most generous, perhaps 
even Quixotically generous, of Japanese 
statesmen, The public had, therefore, 









some grounds for their anticipation. But 


Evel Cou Mnouye could scarcely be ex- 
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pected to act the part of a mere locum 
tenens. At any rate, Marquis Ito is under- 
stood to deny very emphatically that any 
kind of promise had been given as to the 
admission of Count Itagakiinto the Cabinet, 
and to assume the very reasonable posi- 
tion that, unless a vacancy exists, it is out 
of the question to talk of taking a new 
member into the Ministry. There can be 
no doubt that Marquis Ito speaks with 
perfect accuracy. Had a pledge of any 
kind been given to the Liberals, arrange- 
ments for carrying it out would certainly 
have been made by the simple expedient 
of appointing one of the Ministers to the 
temporary tenure of a portfolio. 





ae aes 


It was suggested some time ago by a 
local contemporary that Great Britain and 
the other European Powers should map 
out China as they had mapped out Africa, 
and agree among themselves as to the 
method-of the Middle Kingdom’s partition. 
Such a programme is quite contrary to the 
canons of British statesmanship and the 
instincts of the English people. In Africa 
there was no question of encroaching 
upon the territories of an independent 
empire with which friendly relations exist- 
ed and had long existed. Several European 
nations had formed settlements or estab- 
lished trading stations on acontinent, vast 
regions of which were virtually uninhabit- 
ed, and other regions were peopled by 
barbarous or semi-barbarous tribes. The 
severest of international moralists could 
scarcely have contended that any sover- 
eign rights were disturbed or any indepen- 
dent titles violated by the spread of Eu- 
ropean civilization and the development 
of European commerce in such regions. 
The object of prime importance was to 
provide that the process of civilization 
should not involve quarrels between the 
civilizing Powers, With regard to China 
the case is wholly different. She is one 
of the great empires of the world, and 
her relations with Occidental States 
are regulated by treaties of amity and 
commerce. It is a monstrous notion that 
those States should enter into an ini- 
quitous convenant in times of peace for 
the partition of her territories, and no 
British Cabinet could be a party to the 
carrying out of such a project. The 
Daily News suggests that a conference of 
the Powers interested in the affairs of 
China should be held for the purpose of 
“arriving at a general understanding 
upon certain broad principles of action,” 
and the local journal to which we have 
referred above appears to think that the 
London journal’s suggestion tallies with 
its own. But everything depends on the 
object of the conference. If England 
went into such a conference, her aim 
would be not the partition of the Chinese 
empire but its preservation. Therein lies 
the whole difference. ‘There was nothing 
contrary to British sentiment in the Ber- 
lin Conference, at which a general un- 
derstanding was elaborated with regard 
to Turkey, but the same English senti- 
ment revolted at the proposal of the Em- 
peror Nicholas in 1853 for the disposal of 
the possessions of moribund Turkey, and 
would revolt still more emphatically to- 
day against any international arrangement 
for the partition of China, Apparently 
that partition is destined to come sooner 


or later, but it will never GC by 


British collusign, oO g 

















TH BUDGET. 
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On the 6th instant we published a 
statement of the reductions effected by 
the present Minister of Finance in the 
Budget compiled by the Matsukata Cabinet 
for the current fiscal year (1889-9). Ver- 
nacular newspapers now furnish addition- 
al figures which convey a clear idea ot the 
outlines of the financial scheme. We c 
bine the whole for the sake of expli 
ness :— 
Grand Total of Matsukata Cabinet's 


Bud; 
Grand 












33.7 23,703 
87,681,425 





otal of Tio Cabinet's Budge 








Total Reductions 46,042,283 
PARTICULARS OF REDUCTIONS, 










Ripmian Improvement Funds, de- 
creased.i... 1,700,000 

Monopoly of leuf tobacco 3,000,009 

Military Armament Expa: 5,186,206 


Naval Expansion . 24 066,678 





Organization of Iron Found: y 500,000 
Telephone Expansion and 

Improvement 2,000,000 
Aid to Formos 2,500,000 
Miscellaneous, 6.989.399 


Totalecsesseesseseersecarenneenssrseseesess 40,042,283 
With regard to the Revenue the following 
approximate figures are given : 


Total of Ordinary Revenue 
Appepriated fom the Chinese Indem- 





[31,000,000 











nity ve Sj 10,030,000 
Public Undertakings Loan 32,700,000 

Total seveneneees +173,730,000 
It will be observed that the Revenue (1733 


million yen) falls short of the Expenditure 
(1874 millions) by 13% millions, It is sup- 
posed, however, that the estimates of 
taxation returns will probably prove too 
low, and that consequently, the actual 
deficit will not exceed 12 millions, No 
formation is furnished as to the source 
from which this deficit is to be met, but 
the probability is that a draft will be made 
upon the Indemnity. We believe, for our 
own part, that the item (32} millions) of 
Revenue put down under the heading 
“ Public Undertakings Loan” is a merely 
formal entry. It would be exceedingly 
clumsy finance to make an addition to the 
national five-per-cent. debt while millions 
of yen obtained from the Indemnity were 
lying idle in the Treasury. But until the 
portion of the Indemnity still due comes 
actually in hand, the Minister of Finance 
can not show it as an available asset, and 
he has consequently been obliged to have 
nominal recourse to the Public Under- 
takings Loan. Our readers probably re- 
member that the post-dellum programme 
was necessarily framed in accordance with 
the supposition that the — instalment 
method of paying the Indemnity would be 
pursued by the Chinese Government. In 
that case the sum accruing next May 
(the 8th) would have been only 25 mil- 
lion yen, and even those twenty-five 
millions could not be included in a 
Budget commencing to be operative from 
April 1st—38 days’ before the receipt of 
the instalment. Hence the appropriatiou 
of ro millions from the Indemnity, shown 
in the above schedule of Revenue, may 
be taken as representing the portion of 
the Indemnity now actually remaining 
from past payments, and therefore pro- 
perly available for this year’s Budget. 
But there is no doubt that 60 or 70 million 
yen in cash willbe paid over by China 
next month—we speak on the hypothesis 
that Japan will have to assume §0 or 60 
millions of the loan recently negotiated 
y the Peking Government—and, as a 
Penes of course, Count Inouye will 
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draw! 


upon that fund instead of issuing a further 
instalment of the Public Undertakings 
Loan. We arrive, therefore, at the con- 
clusion that the Revenue for the current 
year will ultimately be made up as fol- 
lows :— 
Ven, 

Ordinary Revenue from Taxation, ete. 131,000,000 
Appropriation from the Indemnity ... 56,681,425 

Total... vos 187,681,425 
It would be interesting to know how the 
Ordinary Revenue has swelled to 131 mil- 
lion yen. The figure that we should have 
expected is 128 millions, namel: 













Registration Tax . 
Trades Tax 

Customs Du 
Receipts fron 
Miscellaneous ....... 





It is possible that the Finance Minister 
expects to see the new Tariff in operation 
from October rst, in which case collec- 
tions under it for half a year will be avail- 
able, amounting, perhaps, to 3 million yen, 
more than the sum obtained under the 
present tariff, That is a conjecture, how- 
ever. 








RUSSIA, JAPAN, AND KOREA, 
Sp es 

Last year, when the proceedings of 
Russia in Korea seemed in plain opposi- 
tion to the spirit of the Yamagata-Lobanow 
Convention, Count Okuma approached the 
St. Petersburg Government with the object 
of arriving at some understanding. Mr. 
de Speyer was then acting as Russian 
Chargé d’Affaires in Tokyo, and the 
Russian Government intimated that as he 
did not possess plenipotentiary authority 
to deal with the subject, its discussion 
had better be deferred until the arrival of 
the new Russian Representative, Baron 
Rosen, in Tokyo. Pending the Baron’s 
arrival, however, Russia continued to 
pursue the policy which Japan regarded 
with disquietude, and before the pro- 
jected negotiations could be opened, 
Russian military and financial experts 
had been engaged for service in Korea. 
Just as that stage, also, Count Okuma 
retired from the Foreign Office, and 
was succeeded by Baron Nishi, who 
was obliged, of course, to adopt the do- 
nothing policy that marked the closing 
days of the Matsukata Cabinet. When 
the Ito Ministry was organized in January, 
the question was speedily reopened, 
and several conferences took place bet- 
ween the Japanese Plenipotentiary and 
the Russian Representative. It is under- 
stood that these conferences have now 
virtually resulted in an arrangement. 
Matters were facilitated, from the Japan- 
ese point of view, by the withdrawal of 
Russia’s military and financial experts 
from Korea during the progress of the 
conferences, though not as a result of the 
latter. The jerms of the new arrange- 
ment are not yet published, but it is 
understand that Japan's interest in Korea 
will be duly protected. We take this 
account from the Fi¢ Shimpo. 
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A FAPANESKE VERSION. 


+ - 
It was not to be expected that the 
striking events which have recently oc- 
curred in the Far East would be suffered 
to pass without some exposés, more or 
less clever, of the back-stairs by which 
the chief actors chimbed to achievement. 
The Chuo Shimbun enters into this part 
of the story with much minuteness, and 
our readers will doubtless be interested 
by its narrative, for whatever measure of 
truth the tale possesses, it represents, at 
any rate, the ideas current among a section 
ofthe Japanese. Up to the outbreak of 
the war with Japan, we are told, England 
was China’s friend, and the statesmen in 
Peking imagined that they could rely on 
British assistance in case of national 
emergency. But after the fall of Port 
Arthur, it was plainly seen that England 
+ had turned away her face from the Middle 
Kingdom. Li Hung-chang then finally 
decided that Russia was China’s last 
hope, and that if Japan was ever to be 
crushed, it must be by Russian aid. He 
accordingly opened negotiations with St. 
Petersburg and concluded a secret treaty 
stipulating that, in return for Russia’s 
protection, she should receive Talien and 
Port Arthur, as well as permission to 
carry her Trans-Asian Railway through 
Manchuria. The parties to this conven- 
tion were Li and-Lobanoff. The Emperor 
of China did not directly endorse it, but was 
prepared to implement it if Russia really 
extended aid tooppose Japan. The conclu- 
sion of the Shimonoseki Treaty, however, 
opened China’s eyes to the nature of the 
aid she might expect, and the Emperor, 
enraged at the course things had taken, 
deprived Li of all his honours. By and 
by, the question of sending an ambassador 
to the Coronation of the Czar came upon 
the fapis, and the Emperor of China 
allowed himself to be persuaded that Li 
was the proper person to go. Li, on 
arriving in St. Petersburg, placed himself 
in communication with Mr. de Witte, the 
Minister of State for Finance, his object 
being to disarm suspicion by keeping 
away from Prince Lobanoff, the Minister 
of State for Foreign affairs. He con- 
cluded with de Witte an agreement cor- 
responding substantially with what is 
known as the ‘Cassini Convention.” 
When this document reached Peking, the 
officials of the 7sung-li Yamen were as- 
tounded at its contents, and the Emperor, 
equally dissentient, refused to approve it. 
The “arrangement would have fallen 
through finally had not Count Cassini 
taken the matter in hand, He adroitly 
represented to the Peking statesmen that 
Japan had formed an alliance with Eng- 
land for the purpose of recovering the 
Liaotung Peninsula and otherwise taking 
revenge for the humiliation put upon her 
in connection with the retrocession of 
her Manchurian acquisitions, and for what 
she regarded as China's duplicity in 
making a pretence of ceding territory 
for whose recovery secret arrangements 
had already been concluded. | Count 
Cassini, by astute management and by 
a liberal use of money—a million and 
a half of taels is the amount he is 
said to have disbursed to oil the wheels 














of his diplomatic machine—succeeded 
in gaining the ear of the Empress 
herself. Through her influence, and de- 


spite the opposition of the Emperor, Li's 
secret convention was at length endorsed, 


and became known as the ‘ i Con- 
vention,” though, Connt).C 











Os 


had been limited to overcoming Peking 
prejudices. The agreement virtually 
secured Talien and Port Arthur to Rus- 
sia, but did not warrant her in entering 
into possession unless war became immi- 
nent in the Far East. She rested quite 
content with that arrangement until the 
seizure of Kiao-chou by Germany, where- 
upon the St. Petersburg Government, 
considering that the belligerent contin- 
gency contemplated in the Convention 
had arisen, asked openly for the Liaotung 
Peninsula. Great Britain was quieted by 
assurances that Talien and Port Arthur 
would be opened to trade, but it now 
turns out that Port Arthur is not to be 
opened at all, the war-ships of Russia and 
China alone being permitted to enter 
there; and that Talien is to be partially 
opened only, Under such circumstances, 
it was impossible, of course, for Great 
Britain to remain quiescent. The acquisi- 
tion of Wei-hai-wei was forced upon her. 

The above story hangs together pretty 
well if we overlook one most important 
feature ; namely, that Russia did not ask 
for a lease of Port Arthur and i 
until long after the little war-cloud creat- 
ed by the Kiao-chou incident had dis- 
appeared. If the immediate prospect of 
a rupture of the peace was to be Russia's 
excuse for entering into occupation of 
Liaowung, no such justification was in sight 
at the time she selected for taking the 
step. It is further to be noted, that the 
supposed Li-de Witte convention gave 
no guid pro quo whatever to China, It is 
said to have been concluded long after 
the war with Japan, that is to say, long 
after the occasion for purchasing Russia’s 
good-will had passed, yet we are told that 
Li Hung-chang set himself to negotiate 
the convention on absolutely one-sided 
lines, ignoring his country’s interests al- 
together. Li is not that kind of states- 
man. The whole course of events in the 
Far East has been so easy to understand 
that these far-fetched interpretations by 
means of secret treaties and inconceiva- 
ble covenants appear a little superfluous. 














MEDIATION. 
ee pe 

There is a chance, of course, that the 
rupture between the Cabinet and the 
Liberals will not prove permanent. 
Neither side has anything to gain by it. 
The Liberals do not command a majority 
in the Lower House, and though, by com- 
bining with the Progressists, they might 
render the conduct of administrative 
affairs very difficult, or even bring about 
the downfall of the Ministry, neither re- 
sult would promote their own interests. 
On the other hand, if they persist in 
maintaining their resolve to sever rela- 
tions with the Cabinet, it is not unlikely 
that the Party will break up, for it con- 
tains many members whose relations with 
the Ito Cabinet are of such a nature that 
they could scarcely induce themselves to 
stand aside from it. The Liberal organ 
(Tokyo Shimbun) frankly admits that with 
regard to all legislative measures and ques- 
tions of local administration, the Liberals 
entirely approve the Ito Ministry’s views, 
and that the only difference of opinion 
between them and officialdom has refe- 
rence to party cabinets, a principle which 
the statesmen in power do not consider 
practically applicable in Japan as yet. 
That conviction is not limited to the 
statesmen in office. Every thoughtful 

server must see that the preparations 
hoary cabinets are incomplete, | ‘T! 
























Liberals themselves see it plainly enough. 
When they speak of a difference with 
Marquis Ito on that topic, they refer, not 
toany doubt in the mind of the Marquis 
about the goal to which Parliamentary in- 
stitutions finally lead, but to his denial that 
a political party which is not competent 
totake over the reins of the administration 
has a right to claim portfolios for its 
leaders. The circumstances under which 
Japan received a constitution, and the 
conditions among which party politicians 
were educated, are entirely novel, and we 
can not be surprised that many episodes 
should seem anomalous from an Oc- 
cidental point of view. But the greatest 
anomaly of all would be a political party 
which, while agreeing with all the legisla- 
tive views of the Ministry, joined the 
Opposition in the legislature merely 
because a portfolio was not obtainable by 
the Party’s leader. Such a position 
is too impossible to have any permanency. 
We expect that some means of mediating 
between the Cabinet and the Liberals will 
be found. 








THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
PROGRESSISTS. 

On the whole it must be confessed that 
there is not very much backbone in the 
attack now organized by the Progressists 
on the Government’s foreign policy. Re- 
peated experiences have furnished a mea- 
sure of the ability possessed by these 
politicians to stir up an agitation when 
they are so minded. Their ranks include 
many men of eloquence, zeal, and uncom- 
promising resolution, and they have at 
their command several ably edited news- 
paper organs. When they want to throw 
the public into a ferment they can do so: 
there is not the slightest doubt about that. 
Are they then exercising intentional 
moderation on the present occasion? — It 
appears to us that they are, and we are 
disposed to see a reason in the fact that 
the field of foreign policy justly seems to 
them a dangerous arena for political agita- 
tion. The Tokyo Shimbun, however, 
which is the chief Liberal organ, takes a 
different view of the matter. It main- 
tains that the moderation of the Pro- 
gressists is due to strategical considera- 
tions. They are uncertain whether it 
may not ultimately be their lot to join 
hands with the Cabinet, and they are con- 
sequently careful not to create at this 
juncture a gulf too wide to be afterwards 
bridged over. In support of that theory 
our contemporary recalls the fact that 
the Progressists originally signified their 
willingness to support the Cabinet pro- 
vided two or three portfolios were given 
to their leaders, thus plainly acknowledg- 
ing that no difference of principles sepa- 
rated them from the men now in power. 
Should it happen, therefore, that a coali- 
tion between the Cabinet and the Liberals 
is not effected, the Progressists expect to 
become the pro-Government Party, and 
they are keeping a path open to that goal. 
It is for that reason that none of the 
politicians directly associated with Count 
Okuma is seen among the leaders of the 
present agitation. Such is the Zokyo 
Shimbun's view. How much of it is based 
upon facts, how much attributable to a 
desire to discredit the Progressists by 
representing them in the light of mere 
opportunists, we do not attempt to say. 
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4 FINANCIAL PROJECT. 
itt ig ee 

Japan’s great need at present being 
capital to start the various industries in- 
viting enterprise, or to maintain those 
already started, any project for obtaining 
capital attracts much attention. It has 
been understood for some time that Mr. 
Sone, Minister of State for Justice, had 
elaborated a scheme in that sense, but the 
details of his plan were not known. The 
Ft Shimpo has now obtained information 
on the subject. Mr. Sone’s idea is that 
the Bank of Japan should be made the 
central banking institution of the Far East, 
the focus of all capital employed in these 
regions of the globe. Even Chinese 
capital might be drawn to the bank, and 
it goes without saying that to offer an 
attraction to the capitalists of England, 
France, Germany, America and so forth 
is considered of paramount importance. 
The details of the scheme suggest the 
nature of the ideas underlying it. At 
present the capital of the Bank of Japan 
is only 30 million yen, a figure altogether 
too insignificant for the purpose in view. 
The first step, then, would be to increase 
the capital to 2g0 million yen, in a hundred 
and twenty-five thousand shares of 200 
yen each, the subscriptions payable in gold 
and the shares purchasable by people of 
all nationalities. A dividend of to per 
cent. would be guaranteed by the Govern- 
ment, and whenever the profits exceeded 
that sum, ten per cent. of the excess 
would be carried to the reserve, fifty per 
cent. should go to the Government, and 
forty per cent. would be distributed 
among the shareholders. In consideration 
of the official responsibilities incurred, the 
Government would, of course, exercise 
careful supervision of all the Bank’s 
affairs. The director and officers would 
be Japanese, but a foreign advisory board 
would be appointed with very full powers 
and functions, its personnel consisting of 
two Englishmen, two Germans, and one 
Chinese. The foreign shareholders would, 
of course, have the same competence as 
the Japanese with regard to voting and 
so on, and would further be entitled to 
apply for the convocation of an extra- 
ordinary general meeting, provided that 
the applicants were sufficiently numer- 
ous. The period of the Bank’s ‘charter 
would be fifty years, and its central office 
would be in Tokyo, with branches in 
Singapore and all other centres of Eastern 
trade, as well as in the great metropoli of 
the Occident. The projector believes 
that such an institution would attract 
large quantities of foreign capital. It 
would also avert a danger. The latter 
point presents one obscure feature, 
namely, a forecast that when the Revised 
Treaties go into operation and mixed 
residence is permitted, the volume of the 
currency will be diminished and the prices 
of commodities will depreciate. Whether 
Mr. Sone suggests a direct connexion 
between the two events—the opening of 
the country and the economical phenome- 
non—or whether he intends to indicate a 
mere coincidence, we can not clearly 
discover. At all events his idea is that 
when the fields of trade and industry in 
all parts of the empire are thrown open 
to foreigners, there will be a period of 
great financial depression in Japan, dur- 
ing which the manufacturing enterprises 
already inaugurated will find themselves 
in difficulties more or less serious, and 
many undertakings of great promise will 
vainly invite exploitation by the impecuni- 
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ous Japanese. If, at such a season, foreign 
capitalists appear upon the scene, they 
are not unlikely to monopolise all the 
cream of the country’s industrial oppor- 
tunities. Mr. Sone is not at all hostile to 
foreign participation in Japanese industrial 
enterprise. On the contrary, he welcomes 
such an outlook from a general point of 
view. But he thinks that if the instrusion 
of foreign capitalists takes place at a 
moment when the financial strength ofthe 
country is prostrated, an undue share of 
advantage may be secured by the foreigner. 
That contingency will be obviated if a 
great central bankis entrusted with the 
function.of distributing the funds flowing 
into its coffers. Speaking broadly, Mr. 
Sone’s programme seems to have two 
objects: first, to attract foreign capital ; 
secondly, to attract it in such a manner 
that it shall not be directly invested in 
industrial enterprises, but shall find its 
way to them through the hands of an in- 
termediary actuated by the desire of keep- 
ng Japan for the Japanese. It is a very 
interesting scheme, and were it cleverly 
worked and intelligibly placed before 
the public of Europe and America, no 
great difficulties seem to lie in the path 
to success. 











THE RESTRICTIVE POLICY. 
—+ 

The financial policy of the present 
Cabinet is certainly not expansive. It 
aims at cooling the fever of speculation by 
lessening the outflow of money in con- 
necion with public works, and by raising 





the rate of interest so as to render 
capital difficult of access. It is, in fact, a 
restrictive policy. Count Okuma has 


been making some interesting remarks on 
the purpose of the Bank of Japan in 
increasing its charge for loans. He has 
pointed out that, since the Bank is not the 
depository of any foreign money, the 
rate of interest fixed by it can not have 
any effect upon the stores of precious 
metal in the country, as similar action 
on the part of the Bank of England cer- 
tainly has. But it may be taken for 
granted that the directors of the Bank 
fully understand that point, and that, in 
raising the rate of interest, their chief 
object is to render it difficult for projec- 
tors of speculative enterprises to obtain 
accommodation. The perplexing point is, 
how far should such a policy be pursued. 
At what point does evidence pre- 
sent itself that the spirit of speculation 
has been cooled and that sound enter- 
prises only are on the ¢apis? The Osaka 
Asahi discusses that question and arrives 
at the conclusion that the time has now 
come for the Bank of Japan to adopt a 
more liberal line, since its restrictive pro- 
gramme has already produced embarrass- 
ing effects on the cotton-spinning industry, 
which certainly must be counted among 
the sound enterprises of the era. 








THE JAPANESE CODE OF CRIMINAL 
PROCEDURE. 
eels aaa 
We have received from Messrs. Kelly 
and Walsh an English version of the 
Japanese Code of Criminal Procedure, 
translated from the original Japanese text 
by the author of ‘Kelly and Walsh's 
Handbook of the Japanese Language.” 
There is already an official translation of 
this Code in French, published in 1892— 
the Code itself was promulgated on the 
7th of October, 1890-—and inasmuch as 


e 














-|defective. 





the French translation had the advantage 
of being revised by M. de Boissonade 
himself, the simplest plan for anyone pro- 
posing to make an English version would 
be to take the French as a basis. Weare 
disposed to think that the translator of 
the book now before us did refer to the 
French version, but certainly he did not 
follow it faithfully, and the consequence is 
that his version lacks greatly in precision. 
To illustrate this we take a few articles at 
random, italicising the portions in the 
French that are omitted in the English or 
that differ in meaning or explicitness :— 
Enouisu Version Frenca Orriciar 
Version. 
Liaction pifvée ten- 
dant Ala 1éparation des 
dommages causées 
‘infraction, ou a la 
stitution des objets voléy 
the injured party in con- ou détournés, appattient 
formity with the Civil aceux qui ont souffert de 
aw. ty Vinfraction, — conformé- 


au Code Civile. 
Ait. 3. Public action —Liaction pu 

is not subordinated to n'est. pas subordings A 
the complaint of the in. 


la plainte de ta partie 
jured party nor stayed lésée, ni éteinte par la 
by lis renunciation of renonciation a la plainte 
claim or action wuless in ou A Paction privée si ce 
cases specially deter n'est dans les cay déter- 
mined by law, 


mings par la loi, 
Ait, 4. Private ace 


Liaction privée, a 
lion, irrespective of the quelque somme qu'elle 
amount of money tn- 


sélave, peut toujours 
volved, may, in conjunc. 


Bue portée accessvire- 
tion with public action, ment APaction publiqu 
be taken at any time 


jusqur’A ce que le ju 





Att. 2. Private action 
having tor ts object com- 
pensation for damages 
or the restitution of sto- 
len objects belongs to 

































until the judgment of the ment de seconde ine 

second Comt, stance soit vend sur 
cette action publique. 

Ait, 15. In the catcus any Ie calcul des 


délais fixés par le wé 
sent Code, on compte 
Vieure & partir de la- 
mediate hour eck quelle le défai commence 
ing days, the first day is a courir, s'il s‘agit d'un 
notincluded. Ifthe last délat fisd par heures s'il 
day is a holiday (vest sagit d'un délai fixe par 
day), it must not be jour, on ne comple pas 
teckoned in, except in te jour & partir duquel 
the case of periods of le délai commence a 
prescripti courir, Si 
jour est un jour de repos 
ligal, le délat est pro 
longé d'un jour. 

Dans le cas de mite 
hors de poursuite 
dacquittement, &c. 


lation ot periods of time 
im this law the hour is 
reckoned from the 

















Att. 13. In case of his 
juittal or his obtain 
ea verdict of not 
guilty, the accused may 
claim compensation for 
damages agains! the ine 
former, complainant, or 
civil prosecutor, when 
there has been on tl 
part malicious intent or 
gross error. 

Art. 78. 

















(second Dans te cas de Valinéa 


clause) Inthe case men- précédent, soit, que 
tioned in the preceding Minculpé ait &@ on non 
paragraph, whether the découvert, Uagent de 


accused is or is not diss 
covered, a prolocol of 
search shall be drawn 
up and shall be signed 
and sealed together with 
the witnesses. 

It will be seen that the advantage is 
largely with the French in point of ex- 
plicitness and accuracy. Indeed, in some 
instances, the English version is distinctly 
We believe, however, that the 
official French version is out of print, and 
if that be the case Messrs. Kelly and 
Walsh’s new publication will be very 
useful, 


police ou le gendarme 
dressers acte de la per 
quisition, 8c. 














The writer of an article ina Canadian paper, 
who warns his countrymen against England's 
rapucily in the matter of tips, tells the following 
anecdote :—" As our ship was about leaving 
Liverpool landing stage, one of our passengers, 
holding a handful of change, shouted out, ‘If 
there is any man, woman, or child here that L 
have not tipped since I have been in England, 
I am prepared (o do it now!" 
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BASE BALL IN 10K¥0. 
aay: 

It is certainly a quaint and unanti- 
cipated experience to read an account of 
a base-ball match in a Japanese news- 
paper. How completely non-plussed any 
student of the language would have been 
twenty years ago had he been required to 
write such a description? Now-a-days, 
however, the words seem to present 
themselves quite easily. The times have 
changed. Base-ball has become a favorite 
pastime in Japan, and a vocabulary to 
meet the needs of the game has natur- 
ally been elaborated. Thus far, the lads 
of the First Higher School in Tokyo are 
the champions. A great effort has just 
been made, however, to lower their flag. 
The students of the Second Higher 
School came all the way from Sendai to 
engage them, and a gallant struggle re- 
sulted. We find the match reported in 
the columns of the Yorozu Choho, and as 
it is the first time that we have seen a 
detailed account of a base-ball game in 
the Japanese language, we shall translate 
it literally:—" From 2 p.m. the day 
before yesterday (13th instant), a match 
(shsai) of base-bal! was played between 
the First and Second High Schools 
on the recreation-ground of the former, 
Mr. Miyaguchi Takeo acting as 
umpire (shimbansha). The students of 
the First School wore white; those 
of the second, red. From 





the first 
contest (sen, i.e. innings) to the eighth 
the Reds scored 6 points, and the Whites 
11. This practically decided the matter, 
but in the last contest the Reds made a 
desperate struggle to recover their lost 
ground, and gained 2 points. They were 
Still 3 short of the Whites, however, and 
when the match ended at 4.20 p.m. the 
Whites were victors by 3 points. The 
criticism of the play (gijutsu-jo no hyo) is 
that, just as had been anticipated, the stu- 
dents of the First School proved themsel- 
ves superior in fielding ( fusegi-ho), and the 
students of the Second School carried off 
the palm for striking (chikata). Running 
has always been a speciality at the First 
School. The speed shown by the lads in 
making bases (suberikomi) has surprised 
foreigners. The students of the Second 
School, it need scarcely be said, were not 
up to the same standard, but they were by 
no means to be despised. During the 
match the left field (sayoku) of the Second 
School won great applause by holding a 
fly-ball (fikiu) after three failures (sankas 
made tort-gatakit). Mr. Shimada of the 
First School distinguished himself equally, 
and Mr. Fujii made a beautiful bit of play 
by catching without any trouble (Au mo 
naku) a direct ball (chokusetsu-hiu) that 
came like a bullet. Messrs. Tamura, of 
the First School, and Baba of the Seconda, 
both did good work, and Mr, Kasawara, 
the Second School’s first base, (ichs-ruz) 
and Mr. Ota, the second base, filled their 
places well. In short, it says much for the 
skill of the Second School students that 
they were able to meet the picked men of 
the First School which enjoys a national 
reputation for base-ball, and not suffer a 
signal defeat at their hands.” We find 
some difficulty in believing that the above 
appeats in a Japanese newspaper, and that 
the taste for sports such as base-ball has 
already become so keen that a team of 
students travel 215 miles to play a match. 
A contest of jujutsu was also arranged 
between the two Schools, and came off 
on the rsthinstant in the presence of 
some three thousand spectators. _Seven- 
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teen students from each School entered 
the lists, and after a keen contest lasting 
two hours, the honours were declared 
equal. 





MARQUIS 110 ON THE SITUATION. 





a 

It is not likely that Marquis Ito will 
commit himself to any explicit views 
about the situation that has been created 
in the field of domestic politics. His 
position is very clear. He made no pro- 
mise, nor entered into any kind of engage- 
ment, to admit Count Itagaki to the Cabi- 
net, and if such a step has now become 
essential Lo the preservation of an entente 
with the Liberals, there is nothing for it 
but to let the entente go by the board. A 
member of the Vomsurz’s staff has waited 
on the Premier and sought to elicit his 
views, pointing out that, in the situation 
which has now arisen, the Cabinet will 
have to sustain the attack of the whole 
Progressist Party and a section of the 
Liberals in the field of foreign policy, and 
the attack of the whole of the Liberal 
Party together with a section of the Pro. 
gressists in the field of finance. Marquis 
Tto replied, in effect, that, while fully 
appreciating the facts, the Cabinet could 
not abandon its attitude of independence. 
It would discharge its duty to the best of 
its ability, prepared alike for success or 
failure, and ready at all times to hand 
over its responsibities if others were found 
better qualified to discharge them, 




















7HE MANIFES10 OF 7HE LIBERALS. 


+ 

The representatives of the Liberal Party 
in Tokyo have issued a manifesto explain- 
ing the reasons of their rupture with the 
Ito Cabinet. They take, at the outset, 
the broad ground that whereas the Ito 
Cabinet, at the time of its organization, 
solemnly promised to base itself on the 
support of a political party, its procedure 
exhibits a constant tendency to diverge 
from that declaration. It may be presu- 
med that the reference here is to Marquis 
Ito’s refusal to find a portfolio for Count 
Itagaki, but nothing definite is tsaid upon 
that subject. Indeed, no indication is 
afforded as to the lines along which the 
Cabinet has begun to diverge from its 
“solemn promise,” but it is of course 
natural that the compilers of the manifesto 
should avoid inconvenient explicitness. 
They say that in matters of legislation 
they are entirely at one with the Ministry, 
and into the margin of such a statement 
we can read no comment except that their 
objections hinge upon a question of orga- 
nization. The manifesto does not limit 
itself, however to vague generalities. It 
goes on to say that although the Mini- 
stry has introduced order into the finan- 
there is reason to doubt whether 






ces, 
any stability has been attained; and 
that, while, on the one hand, the re- 


ductions temporarily effected in the ex- 
penditure on account of the armament 
expansion programme inspire uneasiness, 
on the other, the Cabinet’s general policy 
of financial retrenchment, affecting, as it 
does, the development of means of com- 
munication, and consequently retarding 
material progress, can not be regarded 
with satisfaction, The manifesto is 
cleverly compiled, for while not. committ- 
ing the Party to anything that can be- 
come a weapon in the hands ot its 
enemies, it furnishes material for an in- 
le and forcible assault upon the 
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Cabinet. Finance is the rock in the route 
of Japanese statesmen at present. Which- 
ever way they steer, they can not avoid 
trouble. If they recognise and boldly act 
upon the principle that Japan, having made 
her début among the nations, can no 
longer maintain herself on the income 
which sufficed during her days of semi- 
seclusion, they at once come into colli- 
sion with the opponents of increased 
If they adopt the economical 
plan and pinch and pare until the petty 
income now contributed by the nation 
covers ils outlays, they expose themselves 
to the charge of checking the develop- 
ment of the country’s resources. It must 
be confessed, however, that the Liberals 
are consistent. They voted the post- 
bellum programme, and they can scarcely 
be expected to endorse any hesitation in 
carrying it out. If their consistency 
carries them to the extent of taking the 
only wise course—namely, altering the 
taxes on land and saké so as to raise the 
revenue to a respectable figure—they 
will be the saviours of the situation. 











THE EXODUS OF SPECIE. 
eae as 

During the first three months of the 
current year, the excess of imports over 
exports amounted to 32 million ye, and 
it isa reasonable calculation that by the 
close of the year the balance of trade 
against Japan for 1897 will aggregate 70 
oF 80 million yen. Should a corresponding 
exodus of specie take place—and, as a 
‘matter of course, such a result must be 
anticipaled—practically the whole of the 
gold reserve in the Bank of Japan will 
have disappeared by December next, and 
the paper currency will become inconver- 
tible. The matter is causing some anxie- 
ty in official circles, it is said. So far as 
this year is concerned, the difficulty can 
be tided over by bringing 70 million yer 
of the Indemnity from London. But the 
Indemnity is a finite quantity. It has al- 
ready discharged a great many functions 
and figured in numerous transactions, and 
the end of its potentiality is now in sight. 
Should it happen, as present appearances 
suggest, that Japan must take over 50 or 
60 million of the Chinese loan, the sum 
actually receivable by her in London, on 
the 6th of May, will not exceed 60 or 70 
million yew, aud if the whole of that 
amount has to brought to Tokyo to re- 
plenish the reserves of the Mippon Ginko, 
what help will be available next year? 
‘There is, of course, a possibility that the 
balance of trade may be redressed, to 
some extent, when a lull occurs in the 
speculative tendency to import goods in 
anticipation of the new Tariff. But Japan 
is travelling in a vicious circle just now 
so far as her foreign trade is concerned. 
The large sums distributed among the 
consuming classes in connexion with the 
Prosecution of public works—armaments 
expansion, railways, and so on—have the 
inevitable effect of producing an apprecia- 
tion of prices and thus encouraging im- 
ports. That disturbing factor will be as 
active as ever during the current year, 
and there is consequently no solid ground 
for hoping that next year will witness any 
large reduction in the volume of imports. 
But there will be no indemnity next year 
to fall back on. The country’s financiers 
consequently regard the outlook with some 
anxiety, says the vernacular press, 
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BARON IT70. 


REESE Serer 

The Tokyo Shimbun writes in strongly 
eulogistic terms about Baron Ito. It 
describes how; since the war with China, 
the Baron has invariably acted as the 
friend of the Liberals. He is not actually 
a member of the Party, but to his inter- 
vention are chiefly due the relations that 
have existed between the Liberals and 
the Ito Cabinet, and he has such a keen 
appreciation of what is due to the Party 
and of his own responsibilities towards it 
that he does not hesitate to sever his 
connexion with the statesmen by whose 
side he has served for so many years, and to 
resign the first portfolio he has held, rather 
than. show any semblance of indifference 
to the value of an undertaking between the 
Cabinet and the politicians outside the Go- 
vernment. In fact Baron Ito understands 
that from the day when constitutional 
institutions are established in a country, 
it ceases to be possible for the Mini 
ters of the Crown to discharge satisfac- 
torily their functions of advising and 
assisting the Sovereign unless they have 
the support of a political party. For the 
sake of carrying that great principle into 
practice Baron Ito has adopted a course 
which only a man of profound insight and 
inflexible resolution could persuade him- 
self to take. His great official experience 
and his remarkable ability are well known. 
Like all men of distinguished parts he has 
been the butt of slander and criticism. 
The very vehemence ot his enemies is a 
testimony to his worth. The Liberals 
appreciate his high-minded views and will 
not forget ‘what they owe him, 














PRESERVING CHINA'S INDE- 
PENDENCE. 
ap 

The difficulty confronting anyone that 
wishes to keep China on her feet is the 
unfortunate mania she has for offering 
opportunities to her enemies. Kiao-chou 
does not appear to have produced any 
sensible effect. It may have warned the 
Central Government that anti-missionary 
outrages are likely to prove costly affairs, 
but it has not served as a useful object 
lesson to the provincial communities. 
The recent riot at Kiangpeh illustrates 
the fact. Kiangpeh is a town on the 
Yangtsze opposite to Chungking. It has 
always been a turbulent place, not to be 
visited by foreigners having a high res- 
pect for their personal safety. It was in 
Kiangpeh that Dr. McCartney established 
a dispensary, sending two Chinese con- 
verts to look after it, and il was there that 
the mob attacked the dispensary at once, 
killing one of the youths and nearly kill- 
ing the other, who made an almost miracu- 
lous escape. Dr. McCartney himself had 
intended to be at the dispensary on the 
night of the mob’s incursion. His failure 
to go thither was a mere accident—on 
accident which doubtless saved his life. 
It appears that the leaders of the murder- 
ing mob are well known, and could be 
arrested at once if the Taotai dared to 
stretch out his hand. But the Taotai— 
who lives in Chungking, of course—pleads 
that he has nota sufficiency of military 
force to control the people of two cities 
on opposite banks of the big river, and 
citizens of Kiangpeh have accordingly 
been “demonstrating ” uproariously and 
triumphantly ever since they did the 
young convert to death and drove Christi- 
anity out of their town. The mission 
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concerned being the American Episco- 
palian, the duty of exacting repara- 
tion devolves upon the United States 
Consul Smithers. He is said to be 
receiving vigorous support from Mr. 
Denby in Peking, and he has preferred 
three demands : the execution of the actual 
murderers of the young man, Tang; the 
punishment of the gentry’ implicated, 
names being specified, and an indemnity 
of 5,000 taels. It is a pity that the in- 
demnity was not made larger, since one 
half is to be paid to the relatives of the 
murdered man. All accounts received up 
to the present indicate that Kiangpeh is 
in an utterly lawless condition, and that 
to. comply with the first two of the above 
demands will be very difficult for the 
Chinese authorities. What is to be done 
with such a country? How is it to be 
protected against itself? Many Japanese 
lalk of stepping into the breach to defend 
the citadel of Chinese independence 
against Western aggression. How can 
the thing be accomplished if the Chinese 
persist in overtaxing the patience of the 
West? 











THE ART SCHOOL. 
gp 


It has been briefly stated in these 
columns that the Director of the Art 
School in Tokyo has resigned, and that 
as nearly all-the professors and teachers in 
the School have followed his example, work 
at the institution has come to a stand-still. 
We have not hitherto attempted, however, 
to offer any explanation of the causes re- 
sponsible for such an untoward state of 
affairs. Our silence has been due, not to 
neglect in seeking to probe the facts, 
but to the difficulty of discovering where 
the truth lies. The friends of the ex- 
Director, Mr. Okakura, claim that he has 
been the victim of a contemptible personal 
attack, planned and catried out by a 
Tokyo architect of whose character they 
speak in lerms of unmitigated condemna- 
tion. Information obtained in other 
quarters, however, does not confirm 
that adverse judgment and we are 
consequently perplexed what to be- 
lieve. At one stage of the complica- 
tion, a question of the principles to be 
followed in art instruction is said to have 
come upon the ¢apis. Baron Kuki, Direc- 
tor of the Imperial Art Museum, desired 
that foreign art should be taught in com- 
bination with Japanese, and Mr. Okakura 
insisted that they should be kept entirely 
separate, That point, however, does not 
appear to have become crucial. The main 
source of trouble was an assault upon Mr. 
Okakura’s moral character, and the gra- 
dual development of a situation which, iv 
the opinion of the Minister of State for 
Education, demanded Mr. Okakura’s re- 
signation. Of the 33 professors and 
instructors in the School 19 are entirely 
with Mr. Okakura. They so bitterly resent 
the treatment he has received that they 
have published an open letter, represent- 
ing him as the victim of a miserable slan- 
der, and declaring their resolve to sever 
their connexion with the school perma- 
manently unless justice is done. It is 
impossible to doubt, in the face of such 
action, that Mr. Okakura has been more 
or less sinned against, and we frankly say 
that, from our own knowledge of him, we 
can not for an instant attach any credence 
to the charges preferred against him. At 
all events, his colleagues set a fine ex- 
ample when they support him at the sacri- 








fice of their own official positions. Inci- 
dents of this kind remind us that we live 
in a country where life includes an 
element of romance conspicuous elsewhere 
by its absence. 








THE DEMONSTRATION. 
Saas 

After all the talk, there was no demon- 
stration of the British squadron in the 
Gulf of Petchili, The project never got 
beyond the columns of Zhe Times. It 
would have been a very explicable move, 
but unfortunately for the loyal English- 
men who found in it an opportunity to 
sneer at their country, it didn’t come off. 
A fleet assembled at Chefoo to be ready 
for any emergency, and that was all that 
happened. On the 8th instant the ships 
lying off Chefoo were :—H.M.S. Centu- 
rion, Flagship of Vice-Admiral Sir E. H. 
Seymour, K.C.B.; Grafton, Rear-Admiral 
FitzGerald, Victorious, Barfleur, Power- 
|/ul, Edgar, Narcissus, Undaunted, Rain- 
bow, Pigue, Iphigenia, Archer, Algerine, 
Phenix, Daphne, Redpole, Rattler, Hart, 
Handy, Fame and Alacrity. Twenty-one 
vessels are probably the strongest squad- 
ron ever assembled by any one Power in 
these Far Eastern waters. 





NEW SILK UNION FOR FAPAN. 
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Ata conference recently held by silk dealers 
in Kobe, a motion for the organisation of a 
company to be designated the Kobe Silk Trade 
Union was introduced by Mr. Homma Naoshi. 

The following rules were suggested :— 
he Silk Trade Union is established 
promote this special branch, 








any thus organised shail be 
designated the Kobe Silke Trade Union, 
An. HIL—AU sitk dealers and others who ap: 











Act. [V.—The head office of the Union shall be 
lucated in Kabe, branches being established mthe 
The 


various cites and prefectures concerned, 
fallowing officials shall be appointed fe 
agement of affairs of the Ut 






of Councillors, 

Ait, V.—The Directors of the Head Office shall 
be elected ata general meeting of the Union : 
Experts and Councillors shati be appointed under 
dation of the Directors. 

Au. VI 4g general Committee shall 
be chosen at a meeting of the branches, 

Aut. VIL—The necessary expenses for the Head 
Office shall be borne by the city of Kobe, and 
those for Beanches by the cities or prefectures 
concerned 
VIL objects 
(1) othe ai 
facture and packing of silk su ay to enhance the 
reputation of goods exported rom Kobe. (2) Eu 
couaging the direct export of silk. (3) Lowering 
the tates of interests on exchange ~ (4) 

uilailing fees for sellers, (5) Establishing ware- 
houses for the use af wembers of the Union in 
common, (6) Organising a Raw Silk Samples Hall, 
(7) Promoting tacilities for the speedy tansport 
ot sille both by land and sea, and lower e 
cates of height plifying, the 
for insu 
Secur 
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abroad, in order 


5 Ww extend the 
(10) Investigating the commercial 
aloud. 

Provisional Directors were elected and charg- 
ed with the task of framing the general regula- 
tions of the Union, that the same might be 
presented to the Branch committees before the 
end of this month, The committee for each 
Branch will, immediately on the receipt of the 
new regulations, take steps for the enlistment 
of members, so that a report may be made to 
the Head Office before the 3ovh June. 

A proposal for the appointment af respousi- 
ble agents in Kobe for the silk dealers in 








Kinshiu was passed unanimously, 
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T ‘is difficult to see now how war be- 

tween the United States and Spain can 
be avoided. The Spanish’ Government 
made a great concession when it agreed 
to grant an armistice to the Cuban in- 
surgents. That is precisely what all pre- 
vious Cabinets in Madrid were unwilling 
to do, their natural contention being that 
a self-respecting Power could not agree to 
treat with rebels carrying arms. ‘The 
Cubans, however, have declined the offer 
of an armistice. They are shrewd enough 
to see that their opportunity has come, 
and that by holding out a little longer 
they must gain everything. At the same 
time, the American Congressional Com- 
mittees have advised that Spain be im- 
mediately requested to withdraw her 
troops, and that the forces of the United 
States be used to secure Cuban independ- 
ence. There is thus no honourable retreat 
left for Spain, A situation is created 
from which she must retire fighting if she 
cares to preserve her self-respect. It may 
be taken for granted, we think, that she will 
fight. The Spaniard, if fate requires him 
to choose between death and disgrace, has 
never wavered in hischoice. The question 
of the moment, then, is not whether there 
will be war, but what form the fighting 
will take. It seems tous that the Con- 
gressional Committees—assuming the 
adoption of their suggestions by the Presi- 
dent—have settled that point. The Uni- 
ted States is pledged to drive the Spanish 
troops from Cuba. That may be a trouble- 
some task. England undertook to capture 
Havana in 1762, and Lord Albemarle, with 
a fleet of more than 200 vessels of all 
classes and an army of fourteen thousand 
men, did not effect his object until after 69 
days’ fighting. The Spanish forces de- 
fending the place numbered at that time 
twenty-seven thousand men. There must 
be double as many thousands available 
for its defence at present. In order, there- 
fore, to expel the Spaniards, an expedition 
of thirty or forty thousand strong must 
be despatched by the United States, and, 
before despatching it, the command of 
the sea must be secured. On the other 
hand, since it is of vital importance to the 
Spaniards to maintain maritime com- 
munications with the island, they, too, 
will strain every effort to make them- 
selves paramount at sea. It follows, 
therefore, that the first battles fought will 
be naval. If Spain can gain a temporary 
advantage over the American squadrons, 
she willbe able to pour reinforcements and 
supplies into Cuba. If the advantage 
is with America, her next step will be to 
despatch a powerful expedition against 
Manila, unless—which is likely enough— 
Spain, defeated at sea, agrees to with- 
draw her forces and to recognise the 
independence of the Cubans, There is, 
however, an alternative progcamme for 
Spain, She may stand altogether on the 
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moment, and reserve hetself for another 
attack on the island after the Ameri- 
can forces are withdrawi, If that be 
the plan adopted by her, it will be 
necessary for the Americans either to re- 
tain permanent possession of the island 
—which they certainly have no desire of 
doing—or to remain there until a native 
administration has been organized strong 
enough to defend the place—which would 
probably be a task of years. The latter 
might be the wiser strategy on Spain's 
part, but we doubt whether she could 
afford to adopt it. The Government's 
credit would not outlive such a Fabian 
policy, and disaster would come in the 
form of an insurrection at home instead 
of adefeat abroad, Besides, unless the 
Spanish fleet be withdrawn entirely from 
the arena, it must have access to Cuba. 
It can not remain at sea without coal. 
From every point of view, therefore, the 
strong probability is that the issue will be 
decided by the naval forces of the two 
countries. 

An interesting question is the move- 
ments of the United States Squadron on 
station. Apparently the vessels 
must either fill their bunkers at once, be- 
fore war is declared, and make their way 
home, or go into harbour in some part of 
the Far East and remain there inactive 
until peace is restored. 
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They will not be 
able to procure coal anywhere. The 
situation seems to call for a bold step: 
the leasing of Chusan, for example, for a 
term of two or three years, England 
would gladly endorse such a proceeding, 
and China could not refuse an application 
from Washington. 








BAIL AND GAMBLING IN $APAN. 


wees geet 
UESTIONS have often been addres- 
sed to us on the subject of bail in 
Japan Many people seem to labour under 
the impression that the system of bail does. 
not exist, if it exists, it has no 
practical value, owing to the inexperience 
or the illiberality of the judges. Perhaps 
the simplest way to deal with the matter 
is to quote the law on the subject. In the 
gth Section of the Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure, the following articles occur :— 

Art, 150.—During the course of the proceed- 
ings, the juge d'instruction, alier having heard 
the arguments of the procurator, and on the de- 
mand of the accused who has been placed under 
warrant of detention, may order that he be provi> 
sionally set at liberty, under written engagement 
Lo present himself whenever required to do so and 
on condition of furnishing bail. 

+ If the accused person is incapable, his liberation 
may be demanded by his legal representative. 

Att, 151.—Thejamount of the bail shall be fixed 
by the juge d'instruction, who will state it in the 
order grauting provisional release. 

Art. 152.—The bail shall consist of the deposit 
of a sum in money or ils equivalent by the accused 
or by his legal representative. 

y also consist of an engagement to pay the 
of the sum, such engagement to be su 
g his domicile wi 


lhe jurisdiction of tie tribunal wad bielig: ot ras 
cognised solvency. 
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matter of course, no accused person has 
aright to obtain his release on bail, the 
examining judge possesses discretion- 
ary power to grant the privilege. We 
may add that the privilege is largely 
taken advantage of, and that the uumber 
of accused persons released on bail bears 
a considerable and constantly increasing 
ratio to the number keptin prison. So 
far as the law is concerned, and—we think 
it may be added—so far as its administra- 
tion is concerned, there is not more diffi- 
culty in getting out of “durance vile” 
bail in Japan than there is in any Euro- 
pean country. 


But another question arises—at what 
stage of the proceedings may an accused 
person hope to obtain his liberty? It will 
be observed that in Art. 151, quoted 
above, the accused must have been placed 
under warrant of detention before he be- 
comes eligible for bail. There are three 
methods of bringing an accused person 
before a legal tribunal in Japan ; the first 
is by means of a summons, the second 
by means of a warrant of arrest, and the 
third by arrest without a warrant, the last 
method being permissible in the case of 
flagrant oftences only. A person sum- 
moned must be examined by the judge 
immediately on his presenting himself, or 
at latest during the same day (Art. 69). 
He is then either set at liberty or placed 
under warrant of detention ; and in the 
latter event he may at once apply for bail. 
Thus the case of a man who appears in 
obedience to a summons is quite clear. 
He can not lawfully be detained over 
night without being examined and having 
an opportunity to apply forbail. But the 
case of a person arrested under warrant 
or without a warrant is somewhat different. 
The law says that he must be examined 
within forty-eight hours of the time of his 
arrest (Art. 73), and that the judge must 
then either detain him under a new warrant 
or release him. From this it would seem 
that a person arrested by the police may be 
kept in confinement for forty-eight hours 
before having an opportunity to ask for 
bail. That is the extreme contemplated by 
the Code. Detention without examination 
and without a chance of getting out on 
bail may last for forty-eight hours, but 
must not last longer. There is here a 
possibility of hardship. But to guard 
against anything of the kind, the system 
pursued in Japan is to have a judge or a 
public procurator living always in a build- 
ing attached to the Court. Not always the 
same judge and the same procurator, of 
course. The judicial officials take the 
duty in turn. Hence the attendance of a 
judge or public procurator to examine an 
accused :person can be secured at any mo- 
ment of the day or night, and there is 
no why a person eligible for 
bail should be kept under arrest an 
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hour longer in Japan than he would be in 
the most advanced country of Europe. 

There is another case to be noticed, 
namely, that set forth in the following 
article :— 


—The juge d'instruction may, at the 
of the prucurator, set an accused per- 
guard of his relatives or 
s, or of his friends, even although there 
10 application for release. 
Such release under guard must be subject to an 
engagement to produce the accused whenever 
ed to do sa, the engagement to be signed 
relatives, or connexions, or friends, 


It is unnecessary to comment on this pro- 
It extends the discretion of the 
judicial official so that, on his own initia- 
tive, he can release a prisoner on whose 
account bail has not been applied for or is 
not procurable. 

An idea seems to exist among some of 
our fellow-residents that after the abolition 
of Consular Jurisdiction foreigners play- 
ing'a game of cards ina tea-house in a 
provincial town, for example, will be 
liable to be arrested by the police and 
kept in prison for a considerable time, 
inasmuch as they will not be within reach 
of any one qualified to get them released 
on bail. Such an apprehension is pro- 
bably quite chimerical. The Japanese 
police make no obtrusive scrutiny into 
the pastimes of private individuals. Their 
efforts to suppress gambling are confined 
to cases where professionals are concern- 
ed, or where the abuse has become a 
public scandal, or where it is carried on 
by the lower orders in the open air. We 
have never heard of such a thing as an 
entry by the police into an ordinary dwel- 
ling for the purpose of apprehending 
private individuals engaged in playing 
cards or otherwise gambling, and we have 
never meta Japanese who had heard of 
such a thing. If the people of the country 
enjoy immunity from incidents of that 
kind, what reason is there to expect that 
foreigners will be subject tothem? The 
gambling law, as set forth in the Criminal 
Code, is this :— 




















Ast, 260,—Any person holding games of chance 
for purposes of individual gain, of organizing av 
association of gamblers, shall be punished with 
I servitude for a period of from 3 months to 1 
together with a fine of from 10 yen to 100 











yn. ; : 
‘Art.261.—Any person taken in the act of playing 
aame of chance, or any person wittingly provi 












ing premises for gambling, shall be punished with 
penal od of from t month to 6 
mont 

yen 

aiticl k ace excepted f 
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games of chance and the stakes present shall be 
confiscated. 


It is, in fact, necessary that money must 
be actually staked and the police must 
have evidence that it is staked, in order 
that the law may be put in operation 
against the players. We can conceive a 
case where, a club having become notori- 
ous for gambling among its members, the 
police might be induced to take an-ex- 
treme step. But that is an exception. 
On the whole the private individual in 
Japan has as much liberty in these mat- 


ters as he enjoys in a eer gle 








MONTHLY SUMMARY OF FAPAN- 
ESE CURRENT LITERATURE. 


ae apeaie Steels 

It is hard to account for the indiflerence 
shown by the educated in Japan to the incon- 
veniences of their native tongue as now writien. 
That it would be quite possible to invent or 
adopt say 50 signs that would answer all the 
ordinary purposes of the ideographs now in use 
can not be denied by any intelligent person. 
When we mention the fact that for writing the 
name of Mr. Fukuzawa’s school, the Keidgi- 
jiku, uo less than 53 strokes of the pen are re- 
quired, it will be seen what manual labour 
attends the use of the Chinese characters, to 
say nothing of the numerous other drawbacks 
to their employment. ‘This is not the place to 
discuss the subject from our own point of view. 
The Editor of the Michi Nichi Shimbun, Mr. 
Asaina Chisen, has published over his own 
signature a series of articles in which he treats 
at considerable length the whole question of 
the reform of orthography aud modes of com- 
posing in Japan. We give as briefly as possible 
the gist of Mr. Asaina’s essay, following the 
headings of the writer. 

I. THe INCONVENIENCE ATTACHED TO THE 
USE OF CURRENT siGNS.—To begin with the 
kana. in addition to the 47 Alragana and data- 
kana signs, there isthe Y (); the sound-pro- 
longing mark | ; 1 for Aofo; for sok; 
We for fomo, and 2 for shite. There are three 
variations of the Airagana. Coming to Chinese 
characters, though Mr, Yano Fumi once assert- 
ed that 3,000 ideographs were all that it is neces 
sary to know, in the opinion of the present writer 
10,000 would be nearer the mark, that is if the 
thorough understanding of learned subjects is 
the object to be attained, Then in the case of 
these ideographs at any rale 3 distinct forms of 
each Character have to be remembered. There 
are the Kaishot the Gyosho and the Sdsho, the 
full square ideographs, the contracted form of the 
same, and the cursive characters, Of the later 
there are endless contractions and variations, 
‘The resnit of all this is that whereas a child in 
Germany cau learn to write its thoughts in 8 
months and even in Russia, where the signs 
used are more ditticult, in one year, in Japan 
even at the end of three years the power ot ex- 
pressing the simplest ideas on paper is extremely 
limited. Bat the inconvenience of the present 
system is not confined tochildhood. It follows 
us through life at ever step of the journey. 
This we feel most keenly when coming into 
competition with Occidentals, Many of their 
devices for lessening labour we cannot use and 
never shall be able to use without altering our 
method of writing. The type writer, now so 
universally employed in the West, is useless 
here, The same may be said of the com- 
posing machine, which so minimizes the labour 
of printing. It is absurd to say assome do that 
the preservation of the language as handed 
down to tts together with traditional methods of 
writing it shows patriotism. [fin our race with 
other countries we find ourselves handicapped 
by our clamsy set of symbols, love of country 
should prompt us to change them without delay. 

Il. Is A CHANGE OF SYMBOLS POSSIBLE /— 
What has been done in other countries may be 
done in thi: In both Rowmania and Servia 
the reform which we are advocating here was 
accomplished in about 40 years, 

IIL. WHat signs SHOULD BE ADuPTED ?—Since 
there is in oar opinion no importance to be 
attached to symbols apart from their phonetic 
value, and since the dvantages of using the 
symbols which are best known among the fo 
most nations are very numerous, we are in 
favour of adopting the Roman letters, It is 
admitted on all hands that as phonetic signs 
for the Japanese language the Chinese ideo- 
raphg now in use are quite unsuitable. There 
is no reason why Japan should not revive her 
beautiful Famato-tofoba and employ it when- 
ever possible instead of the borrowed epeech 
now je. The reasons for giving the Roman 
letters preference to all othe: symbols seem to 
me overwhelming, but even though another set 
of simple signs answering the sume purpose were 
employed, there would be no reason to complain: 



























































IV. FavouraBLe OPPORTUNITIES FOR EFFECT- 
ING ‘1H PROPOSED CHANGE.—Already two 
sich opportunities have been allowed to pass 
without any permanent teform being accom- 
plished. One of these was in the 6th and 7th 
year of AMédjé when the pro-foreign wave of 
Sentiment was very strong and sweeping 
changes were all the fashion, Elem 
going as far ws to use literal tr 
Wilson's Readers instead of the Chinese Clas- 
sics hitherto read. ‘The other was when the 
Romaji-Kai was established and caused such a 
stir. ‘he real reason of the collapse of the 
R6maji-Kai was the failure of the chief 
promoters of the movement of realise that, in 
order to make Japanese thoroughly intelligible 
when written in Roman characters, it is neces- 
sary to use homonyms as litile ss possible. The 
writers for the Romajikai Zasshi composed 
as if writing for an ordinary newspaper. Hence 
on account of the unintelligibility of the lun- 
guage used the whole enterprise was wrecked. 
‘The near approach of mixed residence affords 
another favourable season for effecting a change. 

V. THE MEANS TO BE ADOPTED TO COMPASS 
‘THE D?SIRED REFORM.—In our opinion all that is 
necessary is that the Government should summon 
together the best scholars we have and entrust 
the elaboration of a scheme of reform to them, 
For writing Japanese the whole of the 26 letters 
of the Roman Alphabet would not be needed, 
but they would be required for the spel 
foreign names, which would pass unaltered 
into the language. The Commissioners should 
be composed of the following elements. (1) 
There snould be men who are well versed in 
phonetics, and who possess an exhaustive 
acquaintance with the language of ancient 
Japan, to whom should be entrusted the work 
of fixing on the permanent sounds to be given 
to words or syllables. (2) There should be 
men who are qualified to compile new text- 
bocks and Readers, 10 be printed in Roman 
characters. (3) There shonld be competent 
philologists set to work to write grammars and 
compile lexicon A date should be fixed 
after which Government notices and all 
official letters should be written in the new 
characters and after which throughout all the 
schools of the land Chinese should be banished 
except for special subjects. 

VI. THe PRESENT WRITTEN LANGUAGE —The 
chief thing to be said about this is that it is 
unsuited for use without the written ideograph, 
Documents read out ate only partially ander- 
stood, the number of homonyms that they con- 
tain often leaving the listener in doubt as to 
the meaning. What is known as the Chinese 
style, very much affected by othcials, has no 
merits (o make it worth preserving. 

VIL. War sHoutp BE THE STANDARD OF 
STYLE ADOPTED ?—We recommend such books 
as Shunsui’s Jroha Bunko, Ikku's Hisa Kurige 
and Mr. Fakuzawa’s works as models of what 
is desirable. A listener is uble to understand 
such books when read without examining a single 
character. The principle to be borne in mind 
is that the sound of words, and not their ideo- 
graphic representation, must convey the mean- 
ing. In the reform we are advocating 
much to expect that the Emperor hii 
should take the lead? If the Bureau to whic! 
entrusted the preparation of Imperial Edicts 
and similar documents (the 30-48 $B 24). Bunji- 
hisshokyoku) were to be instructed to no 
longer compose in the stilted and unintelligible 
style hitherto employed, but to use everyday 
speech, the effect would be most salutary 
throughout the country, Three great novel 
Ozaki K6\6, K6ia Rohan, and Yamada 
Bimyd have’ shown us what is capable-of 
being effected in the way of uniting the written 
and spoken language. Unfortunately the scien- 
tific and learned world bas not followed suit. 
The newspapers, too, are much to blaine, with the 
single exception among the leading dailies of 
the Fifi Shimps, Even this organ has of late 
been swept into the Chinese current, The 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun has in the pant been one 
of the greatest transgressors, but it shall be so 
no longer. 

NIliy Ogyections anv Conccusion.—There 
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are those who in reply to what we have said 
will advocate the adoption of French or 
English instead of Japanese. This ia a step 
that no independent country could be induced 
to take and a measure that even conquered 
countries have refused to adopt, In vain did 
the French try to force their language on the 
English after the Norman conquest. Others 
will affirm that to write Imperial Rescripts in 
everyday language would rob them of their 
dignity. So argued Europeans hundreds of 
years ago when no language but Latin was 
deemed classical ; but such meu as Chaucer, 
Spencer, and Shakespeare in England and 
Goethe and Schiller in Germany taught their 
countrymen that there were no heights of dignity 
and grace that could not be reached by their 
native tongues, Some will object to the scheme 
we have proposed on the score of expense, but 
acareful estimate tends to show that trom all 
points of view the present system is the most 
expensive, tis all a question of labour com- 
pared with results, ‘The conclusion we have 
reached, then, stated in a few words, is that the 
Roman letters should be adopted to the ex- 
clusion of the signs now in use, and the written 
and spoken languages should be made thorough- 
ly identical. 





* 


In the Kokumiu-no-fomo appears an article 
entitled “Questions connected with Formosa” 
by Mr. Torii Ryiizd, whose investigations in 
the island were noticed by us some months 
ago. Mr. Torii discusses at some length the 
curious practice known as “ head-hunting,” 
which is still in vogue among the raw savages 
(Seiban) that inhabit certain patts of Formosa. 
He thinks that the police and the military are 
not equal to the task of suppresing such a prac- 
tice, and that the Government should rather 
rely on education and religion to bring about 
its gradual discontinuance. To the Formosans 
the beheading of their enemies wherever they 
may find them appears to be an eminently 
virtuous deed, and their ideas on this subject, 
like those concerning the vendetta in Japan, it 
may take generations to eradicate. 

* 





o8 

Mr, Ozaki Yukio, in the Waseda Bungaku, 
gives what he conceives to be the reason of 
the popularity of light literature in Iapan. It 
is to be attributed, says this writer, to a want of 
a certain kind of manliness in the Japanese 
people. ‘The fuss that is made over the endu- 
rauce of trifling hardships that would have no 
reality to more hardy races of men, all of which 
are reflected ad nauseam in our modern fiction, 
show tnat our men are growing effeminate, 
The taste for light hterature which has in- 
creased so rapidly in the the last few years is no 
good sign, Why not leave this class of writing 
to women, while we men undertake works that 
demand more moral muscle for their pro- 
duction? The taste for the kind of literature 
that now crowds our bookshops no doubt 
has a physical origin, We Japanese ure 
weak in body, We shan the wind and the 
rain with which the Westemer takes delight 
in battling, We make much more of the 
litle trifling inconveniences of life than do 
those who by strength of constitution are able 
to defy the elements, Wuat a to-do we make 
over even the fallmg of a tew pine-tree leaves! 
A foreigner to whom was shown the cover of a 
lacqueted susuribako on which one or two fall- 
ing pine leaves and a few maple leaves were 
paimted once observed that remarkable boldness 
was shown by such a design, This is a good 
illustration of the fact that the wise man often 
credits the fool with more intelligence than he 
possesses. Such designs dono more than repre- 
sent the diminutiveness of our ideas. . . 
Coming to the subject matier of our novels, our 
renat ix entirely different from the “love” of 
foreign fiction, Rendi is love of the obscene 
type, and hence the prominence that it occupies 
in the modem novel cannot but prove injurious 
tothe minds of readers, Our stage-acting needs 
to be reformed and to be made a source of 
enlightenment and instruction after the fashion 
of the foreign stage. There is no reason why 
actors shoald be ustracised and their 


TS 











regarded as degrading, While in Europe, says 
Mr. Ozaki, I met casually at restaurants and 
such places not a few actors and was siruck by 
their superiority. is 
ar 

The Waseda Bungaku gives the following list 
of writers on current literature in the undermen- 
tioned publications, The Tay Mr, Taka- 
yamaRenjiud. The Bunge Club: Mr. Omachi 
Keigetsu. The Shin-Shosets Mr. Ishibashi 
Ningeton, The Teikoku-bungatu: Messrs. 
Fujii Shinkichi, Takesue Teishird, and others. 
The Mesamashi-gusa : Messrs. Mori Ogwai and 
Miki Clokuji, The Hanset Zasshi: Mr. 
‘Azeyagi Kaisha (?) The Seta no-Nihon: Mr. 
Ogata Ryasui. The Kokumin-no tomo: Mr. 
Tsunoda Kokd The Nippon: Mr. Iwoki 
Hoku-un, The Shanen-bunshi : Mr. Takeshima 
Ui. The Forozu-Caoho: Messrs. Taoka Reiun 
and Hata Hoitsuda, &. The Yomiuri: Mr. 
Togawa Shikotsu- 
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The Forozu-Chaho a short time ago offered 
a literary prize of 100 yen to be competed for 
on the following conditions. The composition 
to be written inthe Xana-majiré style and to 
consist of not less than 80 words and not more 
than 100, the sentences to take the form of 
precepts. Iu a supplement to its issue of 
March 2oth eleven of the compositions are given, 
in order of supposed merit. The first prize was 
awarded to a Mr, Matsubara Nishiki, of ‘Toyo- 
shima, Minra, Kanagawa, whose composition 
consists of nine short sentences, A few of these 
we quote and translate: 

Ichi wo kikite; jit wo shiru wa yasuku ; jit 
wo shirite ichi wo okenau wa katashi 

‘Yo hear only a tenth part and infer the whole 
is easy ; but alter knowing the whole to practise 
the tenth partis difficult, The moral being that 
practical virtne is rarer than intelligence. 

Okonai wa yo to utsure; Kokoro wa toki to 
Aawaru koto nakare. 

Change your practice to suit the times, but 
your heart, never. 

Kuchi ni yaku suru wa moroku ; Kokoro ni 
chikau wa katashi. 

‘Though lip-promises are (sometimes) made 
to be broken, heart promises are made to be 
kept. 

Gimu to kwansureba hurushii; Kenri to 
satoreba tanoshit. 

Regarded as a duty it is painful ; regarded as 
a personal right (or a privilege) it is pleasant. 

Kako (44 3%) wo kurawasaru wa git nari; 
awaremubeshi. Kami (4£ BR) no fame ni 
kurau wa kyo nari; waraubeshi. Veisei no 
fame ni kuraw wa ken nart sho subeshi. 

He that is averse to partaking of savoury 
dishes is foolish and to be pitied. He that 
pampers his appetite has lost his wits and 
become an object of ridicule, He that eats in 
order to preserve bis health is a wise man and 
worthy of all praise. 








a" 

The Teitoku Bungaku publishes a very 
favourable and appreciative review of Baroness 
d’Anethan’s recently published novel, calling 
attention to the particulars in which the literary 
taste ofthe Baroness differs from that of her 
talented brother. Whereas Rider Haggard 
delights in the transcendental and the 
improbable, his  sister’s mind, says the 
Terkoku Bungaku, is attracted to the scenes 
of ordinary everyday life, and portrays 
with remarkable vividness many of its striking 
incidents. The 7eikoku Bungaku notes the 
fact that this is the second instance in recent 
times in which the wife of # minister accredited 
to Japan has come from a talented family and 
has possessed great literary power. The other 





lady alluded to is Mrs, Fraser. 


ave 
No. 25 of the Segai-no-Nihon contains an 
editorial entitled ‘The views of Certain Fo- 


* We have inserted ! 
only means frangible, This sentence reads like a 
defence of prevarication, but the wiiter is probably 
alluding to the thoughllessness with which pro 











metimes” as moroku 








mises are made, and then the sense of the first part 
would be bike promises are like piecrust, 
li be broke Writer of the Summary.) 














reigners on Japan.” ‘The opinions stated in the 
article are said to be those of an eminent fo- 
reigner whose initials are given as “RS.” It 
is evident that the editor of the Sekat-no-Nihon 
attaches considerable importance to the views 
of “RS.” or he would not have gone out of 
his way to translate the letter iv which they 
were stated, a letier that does not seem to have 
been written with a view to publication. This 
article in the Sekai-no-NVihon furnishes one 
among many proofs thatthe most enlightened 
Japanese welcome criticism even of a very 
wenchant character, Here is the gist of what 
“RS.” has to say on Japan and the Japanese, 
which the editor of the Sekas-no Wihon declaes 
to be good physic fur national conceit :—Hear- 
ing of the greal progress that Japan had made, 
[ came to see with my own eyes exactly to what 
it amounted, 1 countess that L went away dis- 
appointed. The country is only halt-civilised, 
bul the Japanese show an extraordinary amount 
of satisiaction with their present attainments. 
No one in passing through ‘Toky6 would gues 
that it had been the ShOgun’s capital for nearly 
300 years, nor that it is now the chief Metro- 
polis of & nation which prides itself on the 
superiority of its art, I visited the houses of 
the nobility aud found that they are on the 
whole very poor places. Although many ot 
these houses have foreign rooms attached to 
them, their owners do not attempt to live in 
foreign style. ough externally the nobility 
appear occidentalised, their real lite is still that 
of the pre-Meiji era, Though Japan pro- 
fesses to be so earnest about Western civilisa- 
tion her people sit, sleep, eat, and dress like 
theirforefathers . . . . Japan has a Constitation 
parties and she has political pasties, but these 
are governed by the old traditions, All the 
political parties place respect for the Emperor 
above everything else and. are habitually accus- 
ing each other of disloyalty, disrespect, or uu- 
faithfulness to the Crown, Instead of discus- 
aing the actual nature of government, they are 
for ever dwelling on its moral aspects, © They 
do not ask, is a policy good in itsclf and good 
for the country? but, is it loyal to the Emperor? 
What is the tse of expecting the inauguration 
of party Cabinets among a people who can oniy 
think in this one groove? The difference in 
political parties is not one of principle, but 
simply of interest, Despite all that has been 
said about liberty, there is no political party 
Japan whose object it is to limit the preiogatives 
of the Crown, Notwithstanding all the theoretical 
explanations of the meaning of political liberty 
given by the Fiyu-fo, speaking generally, Japa 
politicians fail 10 see in what political 
liberty consists. . . » « Tome the Japan. 
exe uppear to be a people without a philosophy 
of their own, It isa question whether a great 
nation can be made out of an essentially un- 
philosophical people, The future of the nal 
depends entirely on its freeing itself tro! 
Oriental tramnrels which have hampered it so 
Jong. It public opinion demands and secures 
the grealest freedom of investigation and of 
consequent action, Japan will figure prominently 
in future history; otherwise she willsink back into 
the obscurity and insignificance that for centuries 
characterised the inhabitants of a few islands 
gituated on the vety outskirts of the world. 



































* * 

The Fiji Shimpo has collected some interest- 
ing statistics bearing on the development of the 
inventive faculties among highly educated 
Japanese. According to these the number of 
patents that have been granted for special in- 
ventions since 1885 is 60. Arranged according 
to subjects the inventions of graduates of the 
Imperial University are as follow:—Naval 
Architecture, 6. CivilJEngineering, 2. Mecha- 
nice, 9. Chemistry, 11. Electricity, 3. Min- 
ing,3. Metallurgy, 1. Industrial Schools have 
produced rr inventors, Handiwark Schools 4, 
and the Industrial Society (Kégakkai), 10. 
Of the above there are 10 persons who have 
been the authors of more than two inventions, 
When these inventions of the learned class be 
compared with the total number of patented 
nventions in Japan, we find that they do not 
ise above 02, This ig a very poor result of the 
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high class education that has been impaited, 
says the Fiji. 
. = * 

A Society has been formed by certain Univer- 
sity professors called the ZyEG@LPY, Gengo- 
gakkai, whose object is the discussion of ceita 
linguistic questions, There is # talk of reviving 
the ROmaji-Kai in some quarters. Quite anew 
interest in the Japanese language especially 
has been awakened during the past few months, 
according to several magazines, of which the 
formation of this Society is one of the results. 
Professors Florenz and Ueda Mannen are 
among the chief promoters of the movement. 
The meetings of the society are to be held once 
month at the University, at which free discus- 
sion will take place and papers by members 
will be read. A record of the Transactions of 
the Society will be issued quarterly. Members 
will be divided into Ordinary Members and 
Special Members. The subscription per month 
of the latter will be 50 sen and those of the 
former 15 sen. ‘Teachers in Government 
Schools are eligible for membership without 
formal introduction. 

















. 
ate 

Professor Revon has just published a work 
called Sens Tetsugaku (The Philosophy of 
War) which, according to the preface con- 
tributed by Dr. Tomii, deals in a thorough and 
original manner with the two great theories con- 
cerning war that divide public opinion in Europe. 
The treatise is for sale at the Dobunkwan, No. 
a, Shinkoku cho, Kanda, Toky6, at 25 sen per 
copy. It was written in French originally and 
subsequently translated into Japanese, 

ate 

The 2a/yé announces that a new magazine is 
to be published to be called the Shinobu.gusa, 
which is designed to be longer lived than the 
Shirayuri, whose estate it has inherited. Its 
abject will be to introduce the reading public in 
Japan to the beauties of French literature, 
whether by translations only or actnal extracts 
is not stated. The Taiyo remarks that, com- 
pared with English and German books, the 
number of French works that are well known in 
Japan are very few—a fact to be deplored, as 
in many particulars French writers have never 
been surpassed 

Mr, Maebashi's Kégi’s translation of Mill’s 
* Representative Government,” a work covering 
500 pages, has had a laige sale aud has reached 
its third edition, The latest edition, which 
itis said has been thoroughly revised, sells at 
70 sen per copy ; the Kaishindé, Omote-Jimbd- 
chd, Kanda, TOkyO being the publishers, 
Scutt’s * Lady of the Lake” has been rendered 
into Yamato-Kotoba by Mr. Shiwo Masao. The 
work covers 400 pages and bears the title of 
ALORA Kojo no Biiin, Wt is said wo be 
extremely well done and to have been adopted 
asa class book in certain schools. The trans- 
lation sells at 60 sen per copy, the Kaishindd 
being the publishers. 

The Fi‘th Edition of the Kigo Hitori Annai, 
a reproduction of Captain F, Brinkley’s work 
bearing this title, now covering 1,000 pages and 
selling at 2 yen per copy, has been issued, 

* 


























ane 

The Taiyo publishes the views of Mr, Kaneko 
Kentard, the well-known art-critic, who is the 
President of the Bijutsu Kai and Chairman of 
the Committee of judges appointed by the 
Bijatsu Kyokai, on modern and ancient art in 
Japan, of which the following is an epitome. 
What is known as ancient art in Japan was only 
an imitation of Korean, Chinese, or Indian 
models, Japan has yet to make a name for 
herself as an originator of style, and in my opi- 
nion we have now reached a most favourable 
time for the accomplishment of this purpose. 
It is supposed by some that in days gone by our 
artists originated the styles with which their 
names are associated, but I confess that I have 
for a long time had my donbts as to thi 
have in the course of my investigations 
across evidence that shows that much was bor- 
rowed from Occidental artists without acknow- 
ledgment. For instance the sketches of Maru- 
yama Okyo originated with Dutch oil paintings. 


A certain wealthy citizen of ee supplied 

















Okyo with money while he was studying foreign| ment of Neo-Shintoism. 


painting undera Dutchman in Nagasaki. Okyo 
in this manner obtained the knowledge which 
enabled him to sketch scenes for the show-boxes 
and (hus those movable pictures done on boards 
known as Kae-ita, which attract so much at- 
tention at festivals, came into use, And even 
the famous Hokusai studied anatomy under a 
Datch doctor and thus attained those ideas of 
proportion in the human frame which imparted 
to the Katsushika-ye much of their value as 
representations of real life. The way in 
which it is the fashion to speak of foreign art 
as something quite distinct from our native 
styles shows an ignorance of history. We have 
borrowed in the past and we had best go on 
studying everything foreign that is accessible. 
Thus alone can our artists obtain the knowledge 
necessary for enabling them to originate a 
school of their own, Iam aware that there is 
much that is eccentric in the extreme in our 
modern painting, and as I think of this I am 
reminded of the queer figure that was cut by 
the late Prince Iwakura when he visited 
Europe as a special envoy, clad in a red 
shirt and a coat of the shooting jacket type 
full of pockets and broad in the back, Things 
have advanced since then, and our representa- 
tives now dress in the height of fashion. So 
it be with our art. The caricatures of 
to-day will give place to the finished master- 
pieces of to-morrow. The Bijutsu KyOkai has 
hitherto failed to recognise the facts to which 
I have been calling attention, The society 
must change its tactics if it isto succeed. ‘The 
pictures which it praises have in many cases no 
kind of merit. What are the human beings 
portrayed by the old school artists like? Cer- 
tainly not like any specimens of humanity 
known to us, They may be intended to re- 
present hermits or Buddhist divinities whom 
nobody has ever seen. So is it with the scenes 
taken from nature. These pictures are said to 
represent Chinese scenery, but who hag ever 
seen objects grouped together as they group 
them? If they can portray nature, why don't 
they try their hand at Fuji-yama or some of the 
many familiar sights and scenes close at hand? 
They draw objects that nobody has ever seen 
or can see, and call this high class art. There 
are few people that will be deceived by this 
device. If any of those travesties of nature to 
which the eye of the Japanese art critic in 
Japan is so familiar be sent to the Paris Ex- 
nibition, they will afford no small amusement 
to foreign critics. Pictures of the Chinese 
school should be icjected. No prizes should 
be awarded for this style of painting. ... 
On the whole, though, there is improvement 
and no reason for despondency. 
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The well-known foreign-style artist Kuroda 
Kiyoteru belongs to a Society of lovers of art 
called the Hakobakai. The Society held two 
exhibitions last year. ‘To this Society a Belgian 
artist hassent pictues which appeared in the last 
exhibition, Mr. Kuroda expresses himself toan 
interviewer fiom the office of the Zaiys as 
strongly in favour of the exhibition of the 
works of foreign artists at Japanese Exhibitions. 
Mr. Kuroda, who il willbe remembered caused 
no small stir by exhibiting a picture of a 
naked woman, defends himself against the 
attacks on this ‘exhibit based on moral con- 
siderations and says that the objeciors are 
prudes, but not artists. He afterwards has 
something to say onthe need of design and 
execution being correspondingly developed in 
the artist, and points out that grand ideas with 
no power to represent them on canvas are only 
too common among men aspiring to fame in 
the world of art. 
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Mr. Kimura Takatard, one of the leaders of 
the Nippon Shugi, movement, has published 
a book called the Aéppou-Shugi Kokkyé-rom, in 
which itis maintained that the Japanese have 
characteristics which constitute national strength 
which need emphi g and developing, 
and that Japanese nationality and Japanese 
religion are inseparable from each other. The 
le is of some interest as the latest develop: 
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It is for sale at the 
Kaihatsusha, No 6 Nishiki-chd, Kanda, Téky6, 
al 45 sen per copy. 

The annnal report of the Tei-koku-zusho- 
kan states that in December last the number 
of Chinese and, Japanese volumes in the 
Library was 131,265 and the number of 
foreign books 33,106. There was increase 
of 6,515 in the former, and of 1,128 in the later 
class of books, The library was opened during 
332 days last year and the persons who consult. 
ed works on.general subjects were 79,324 and 
on special subjects 10,662, a total increase over 
last year of 15,952 persons. 

The following table is instructive as showing 
the proportion of interest attached to the 
various subjecis of study among the Japanese : 












































Subjects. Japanese fio og 
hinese 2S e 
woo ee OE 
& 
I. Religion... 10,973 531 11,504 21 
I}. Philosophy a 
Education.... 25,823 2,111 27, tid 
ILL, General ; i 
Language ... 100,697 11,424 112,121 20°3 
IV. History, Bio» 
» graphy, Geo- 
graphy and 
‘Travels 122,726 5,115 127,841 231 
72,541 4,010 76,558 13" 
vi 2 
Medicine .... 100,869 4,120 105,079 19'0 
VIL. Industry, n+ ian 
gineering, 
Military Scie 
ence, Ait & 
Agriculture, 
&e. + 48.574 3.339 51,913 94 
VIII. Miscellaneous 34,671 4,411 39,082 771 
Total.,,... 516,881 35.157 §52,052 100, 
Average per 
day + 1,556.8 105.9 1,662.7 
be * 


The Waseda Bungaku has « very carefully 
written article on the ‘ Future of the Japanese 
Stage” which we have only space to notice 
briefly, The writer, whom we take to be Mr. 
Tsubouchi, discusses the subject nnder 6 head- 
ings, (1) Written dramas, (2) Actors, (3) The 
Proprietors of theatres, (4) Stage Managers, (5) 
Threatte audiences, (6) Critics of stage- 
acting. The difficulties connected with reform 
are represented as very formidable. Briefly enu 
merated they are as follow: (1) Discordancy 
between the old stage and the new ideas it is 
sought to carry out. (2) The pride of writers 
of plays; which results in theie objecting to 
having their drama cted before low-class 
audiences. (3) The inability of old actors to 
comprehend the real purport and character of 
the reforms advocated by the progressionists. 
(4) The separation of the stage from literature 
in Japan and the entire lack of intercourse, to 
say nothing of mutual understanding, between 
the men connected with the former and those 
attached to the latter. (5) The absence of the 
class known in Europe as nagers and a 
consequent want of conformity and regularity in 
the management of the stage, resulting in each 
actor doing pretty much as he pleases. (6) 
Old plays are all more or less founded on the 
No, but the new plays lack the Vé element and 
hence are not popular with a large class of 
theatre-goers. (7) The proprietors of theatres 
only think of profit and care not a straw about 
reform nor about high class histrionic art, (8) 
Modern writers of verse are not able to pro- 
duce poetry suitable for the stage. The lines 
which have gained popularity on the stage have 
been of an objective type, modern verses are 
essentially subjective, Hence froma literary 
point of view reform seems very hopeless. Nor 
is the prospect more cheering to the moralist, 
who seeks to make the stage a guide to 
virtne’s ways, To serve up what pleases 
ie-the.one aim. of actors. Into the question of 
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permanent effects on men’s thonghts they] CQUNZ7 OKUMA ON ¥APANESE 
never go, Asa class the actors with which we FINANCE. 


are acquainted to-day are of 2 kinds, There 
are the old and the bigoted who have been 


greatly puffed up by the rank to which they have 


attained in public estimation within the past few 


gi eS 
With regard to the embarrassment of the 


financial community Count Okuma is reported 


years, and whose state of mind is the opposite|by the Hoché to have expressed his views as 
to docile. Then there are the apprentices who] follows :— 

aim a! making a living by the profession, whose] The events which are wow disturbing the 
education is poor, whose experience is #2, WhO| economic world are ascribed to the adoption of 
in many cases are living lives of profligacy, and], negative policy on the part of the authorities, 


who are without any notion of what true artcon-| or are interpreted as aprelude to a panic, To 
sists in, The essayist conclades by recommend- say the truth, the economy of this country for 
ing @ more thorough discussion of the present| one of two years to come cannot perfectly 
recover from the effects of posi-dellum specula- 
tion, though it is half-way towards recovery. 
The Nippon Ginko’s Weekly Return of its 
transactions shows a decrease of its i 
ble notes to the extent of over 40 million yen 
during the past three months, 
n yen on the average being wilhdrawn 
The currency during the 
three months has therefore decreased by 20, 
per cent., and the scarcity of money has al-. 


evils connected with stage-acting with a view 
to the elaboration of a system of reform that 
shall secure the sympathy and support of the 
leading men of the day, He is in favour of 
sweeping off the boards all old plays and tradi- 
tional methods of acting them, and of inaugu- 
raling an entirely new era. Of the various bodies 
that aim at stage reform, the Waseda Bungaku 
essayist says “ Their ideas about what is required 
to meet the situation do not ‘correspond with 
those that considerable study of the subject has 
led me to-adopt.’ 














THE STATE OF THE MONEY 
MARKET. 
SS 

A financial correspondent writes: Last year 
various events, sudden in their occurrence and 
far-reaching in their effects, disturbed the 
financial world of Japan, The excessive ex- 
pansion of commercial and industrial under- 
takings and the rapid development of joint-stock 
companies ; the fears entertained by the public 
for some time concerning the workit 
new monetary system ; the sharp fluctuations of 
the rate of exchange npon China; the failure of 
the rice crop and the unfavourable state of 
foreign trade in general; the frequent raising 
of the discount rate by the Bank of Japan and 
the consequent depreciation of bonds and 
stocks—these and other circumstances ‘worked 





together to produce a general disturbance and | Eygland, 


stringency in the money-market. Almost all 
Japanese banks, ever sensitive to the initiative 
of the central bank, could not depend upon the 


Bank of Japan alone when it raised the rate OD) Bank of England is 


loans and advances by 3 or 4 rin daily, and 
had to seek sources of supply elsewhere. The 
inevitable consequence of this was that a keen 
competition took place among them to altract 
money by raising their deposit-rates, Even the 





Mitsui Bank, which did nothing in this direc- | Japan ba: 3 
lion for more than six mouths after the strin- | "He Japanese realm, and fails to draw money 
gency was first felt, now offers a very high rate/eve" trom China and Korea. 
of interest for money deposited with it. The|J@pan’s policy in 
fact that this veteran bank, which has al-|duces sudden and direct changes, but those 
ways been very cautious in all its operations changes are exclusively in the domestic matket, 
and has never resorted to measures incon- This limitation does not lie with the Nippon 
sistent with sound banking, has at last followed | Ginko alone, the Goverument itself being still 
the example of other banks, suggests some-| outside the pale of 
thing auastal in the state of trade, It. ig|Pet cent. gold bonds sold abioad have fallen to 
doubtful what measures other banks, with |86 or 87 yen in value, 
ims on | [apanese bonds would have been accepted by for- 

hand, may be driven to take by this step on the | eigners enthusiastically, and would iu the course 
el for introducing foreign 

he expectation, however, proved futile. 


comparatively little credit and small 





part of their formidable competitor. Probably 


they will be obliged to raise their deposit-rates | C’Pital. 
still further; no alternative seems to be left,| Bonds still remain unsalable in the coantry and 











15 mil 
from circulation. 


=| with the reduction of the notes in circul: 


ready led to the embarrassment of the econo- 
mic community. Moreover, simultaneously 
on, 
the rate of interest has been raised; and 
the security value of bonds has been lowered. 





It was taken for granted that the decrease of 
y referred to would tend to incre 
purchasing power of money and bring about) 
the depreciation of commodities. 
say, however, the opposite has been the case, 
is a characteri: 


cure! 








Intricacy 
and 
according to theory. 
currency-reduction 
f the]iual in producing the result expected. 
economic community of Japan is yet ina state 
of immaturity, and the effect that may be 
raising interest or any other 
measure undertaken by the Central Bank for 
financial machinery is 
The Central Bank of Japan 
is, in this respect, far inferior to the Bank of 
Whenever the latter institution re- 
solves to accumulate reserves by raising the 
rate of interest, it is slways sure of success, 
‘The accumulation of the world’s wealth in the 
accomplished without 
serious difficully, owing to the perfect credit 
secured by the Bank, This capacity on Japan's 
part, however, is comparatively insignificant, 


of economics, 


That is why the policy 
of 


produced by 


the 
extremely 


An enhancement of interest by the Bank of 
flacnce no further than the limits of 





The Bank of 





ersal confidence. 


It was supposed that 





There is, however, cause for apprehension that|2!e likely to fall to an embarrassing extent, 


this will place them in a very awkward position 


Bonds ate the standard of credit enjoyed by the 


and as matters stand at present, disaster may| Government by which they are issued, and that 
overtake some of them. The Mitsai Bank | standard each nation strivesto maintain, Japan, 


allows interest on deposits at the following | however. 


rates :— 
Ou Fixed Deposit for 12 months, 7 pet cent 


per annua 





utterly indifferent to it, and allows 
her bonds to depreciate, is fact makes fo- 
reigners hesitate to invest; they derrate the 
financial capacity of the country. If such are 














1 
Qu Fixed Deposit for 6 mouths, 64 per cent, | he sentiments of foreigners towards Govern. 


per an: 
On Co 


per cent. per annum) on Daily Balances. 





1 





On Petty current account ar temporary deposits | >, 
of small suns at 1 sen per 100 yen (657 per cent.| ‘The authorities appear to have been 


per annum) on Daily Balances. 





ment securities it is not to be wondered that 


wit account at th sen per 100 yen (5.48) the Bank of Japan should fail to attain its ends|™ 





by an increased rate of interest. 





ed at the steady appreciation of commodities 
in spite of the adoption of theit programme. 





Forty-eight catties of new s 
at Kobe on the 18th i 








parcel received list year. 





Thete are two prominent points which must ve 


on tea arrived |noticed in this respect, ‘The first is that prices 
instant from Kochi, It is] at the end of last year showed a downward ten 
stated that the quality is better than the first}dency, The second is that the deprecial 








fl 
Ie only temporary, the price of commodities 
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having begun to rise again with greater speed 
in spite of measures being adopted for the re- 
duction of the volume of currency. The present 
appreciation is too serious to be regarded 
meré reaction, ‘The phenomena of finance a 
so complicated that they do not admit of hasty 
judgment; butit may be confidentiy asserted that 
the main cause for the general appreciation was 
the rise in the price of rice. Rice constitutes the 
staple food of the natives. Had the appreciation 
of the grain been the immediate consequence of 
the expansion of currency, the reduction of the 
latter would, in turn, have been the chief 
factor in bringing about a depre: Onthe 
other hand, if the appreciation was attributable 
to other circumstances, the decrease of the cur 
rency would produce no effect on the fluctua- 
tions of the cereal. The increase of population, 
as well as the improvement in the mode ofliving 
have doubtless led to an increasing demand for 
tice, while the failure of the crop during last year 
and the year before last brought about a 
deficiency in supply. These two facts place 
the cause of appreciation beyond the question 
of currency. 

Owing to the great increase in the demand 
for rice, the price of imported grain rose to a 
remarkable extent, but as rice is a commodity 
absolutely indispensable to the Japanese, its 
import continues in spite of the ig of 
interest and the reduction of currency. Rice, 
in fact, is subject to its own fluctuations inde- 
pendently of other influences. ‘The amount to 
be imported shortly by a single merchant is 
reported to aggregate 30,000 tons, and other 
orders will bring the total to 70,000 tons, The 
import of this enormous amount is to be con- 
summated between this and next month, and 
the cost, amounting \o five million yes, must 
be paid abroad. In June new wheat may 
be brought into the country to supply the de- 
ficiency of rice, but it can hardly be expected 
that this will have any serious effect upon the 
market; and until the next rice crop is ready 
for use foreign rice must continue to be im- 
ported. Such being the case, the market can 
noteasily to be restored to its normal condition. 


























Rice, being an indispensable staple, has been, 
as above stated, the chief factor in enhancing 
the value of other commodities. The general 
appreciation therefore must be regarded as hav- 
ing little or no relation 10 media of exchang 
the maiket, Another/point to be considered a: 
having contributed to the excess of imports and 
the reduction ofexports is the sudden rise in the 
price ofcoal. The appearance of war-vessels in 
the East from the various European States has 
had the effect of increwsing the demand for 
coal, and the only coal producing country in 
the Orient is Japan, Even here the output is 
limited, and in face of a huge demand quota- 
tions have steadily risen, and serious embarrass- 
ment is now experienced by railway com- 
panies, steamers, electric and gas works, and 
other enterprises in which coal is the motive 
power. Some of the factories and ateamship 
companies have indeed had to suspend bu 
on this account. Domestic manufactures have 
therefore sustained no small increase in expen- 
diture and prices of manufactured goods have 
risen accordingly. All these phenomena appear 
to have combined to reduce the amount of ex- 
ports. Moreover. the collision in the East be- 
tween England and Russia, and the complici 
tion in West Africa between England and 
France and the crisis between America and 
Spain have disturbed Europe and America and 
lessened the demand for Japanese manufactures, 
the purchasing power of the continental nations 
being curtailed, This has had its due effect. 
Apart from these considerations, however, i 

indisputable fact that commodities are ex- 
travagantly high, and the economic community 
of Japan may be justified in showing a certa 






























| degree of anxiety with regard to the dimunitlon 


of currency, But, unsatisfactory as is the 
economic condition at present, it has the pos- 
sibility of great improvement in the future. 
Count Okuma places great reliance on the 
industrial development of the country, 
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FYOKOBAMA GENERAL CHAMBER 


OF COMMERCE. 
Sp , 
A visit To Sucamo Prison. 


Yokohama, 6th April, 1898. 
TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE YOKOHAMA GENERAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

In my memo of the ret instant, I informed 
you that several of your Committee had been 
invited to go up to Tokyo to inspect some of 
the principal Prisons there, and I think a short 
report of what we saw may be of interest. 

Our party consisted of Mr. W. F. Mitchell, 
Mr. E. Flint Kilby, and myself, We left by 
the 8.5 train on Monday morning, the 4th inst., 
and drove over to the Sugamo Prison. 

There we were met by Mr. Ogawa, of the 
Prisons Bureau, who introduced us to the 
Governor of the Prison, and to both of these 
gentlemen our thanks are due for their great 
courtesy and for the kind way in which they 
afforded us the opportunity of looking into every 
detail of the working of the jail. 

The Sugamo Prison is the one in which it is 
proposed that Foreigners undergoing sentence 
will be confined, when the new Treaties come 
into force. It is situated on a high plateau in 
a northerly direction from Shimbashi, from which 
itis about six mi t, and we noticed that 
the soil on which the jail is built seemed good 
and naturally well drained, whilst the air is 
evidently pure and healthy. 

The Prison stands in its own grounds, which 
are extensive (Zsubos 62,118, or 52 Acres). 
The entrance is by a fine iron gate, with waich- 
man’s lodges on either side, and from thence a 
drive of 100 to 150 yards leads to the first 
series of buildings, which are occupied by the 
Governor and other officials, rooms for the 
warders, &c, Following the passage through 
these rooms, our party was conducted by the 
Governor, Vice-Governor, and Mr. Ogawa to 
the main buildings, ro in number, in the 
form of two wheels. Each building comprises 
28 cells, fourteen on each side, separated by a 
broad passage, lighted from above by sky- 
lights. Each cell is 4.94 su60; evidently the 
arrangement is that each cell has 8 mats clear 
and aseach is intended to hold 8 prisoners, each 
man has one mat, 6 by 3 feet ; that is ample, as 
one person per mat is considered a luxurious 
allowance in Japanese inns for the lower orders. 
The buildings are solidly built of brick, and 
looked like long two-storied godowns. The 
cells are raised from the level of the ground 4 
to 5 feet, are 12 to 14 feet high, and have a 
loft-space above, left for patrol and for the 
installation of the electric light, with which 
each cell is lighted. They have wooden floors. 
covered with stout mats, (not /a/amis), the 
walls are of brick, plastered over in a light grey 
color. In one corner of each cell was a sink 
with tap for fresh water for washing; in the 
other the  W.C.” arrangements, sunk into the 
floor about 2 feet, and with a fixed wooden 
screen surrounding it, quite sufficient for decen- 
cy, These are kept constantly cleared from 
the outside by gangs of prisoners told off for 
the purpose, and were inoffensive. The cells 
themselves are lighted and’ ventilated by a good- 
sized window in the outside wall, opening and 
shutting on the Transom system, and at will, by 
acord within reach of the inmates, also by a 
ventilator close to the ground opening on to 
the passage. These give almost too much air 
in the cells in the winter time, and to avoid the 
draught thus caused, each ventilator had a 
wooden box, which could be placed in the aper- 
ture by the prisoners so as to let the air in from 
the passage, but conducting it straight up 
the walls of thecell. It willbe seen, therefore, 
that they are well lighted and well ventilated, 
the only objection being that they are not 
heated, and for that Mr. Ogawa told us that 
they have already made a plan for heating 
all the cells by hot-water pipes, As in all 
Japanese houses, there is no furniture in 
‘any of the cells, but we were told by the officials 
that fuimiture would be supplied in the case of 
Foreigners being lodged there. Each prisoner 
was well clothed with wadded coat and “ con- 
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tinuations” of a sort of pink color and of cotton 
material. On the floor were piled up the 
“f * one for each inmate, and these were 
amply large and thick and I was rather astonish- 
ed to findthem so clean. The doors are semi 
circular in form so as to fit the thickness of 
the walls, and are of iron, They have two 
glass peep-holes above and an iron trap 
door below for passing in food and drinking 
water. The locks worked on springs and 
seemed very solid. The greatest number 
occupying one cell was 5 persons, but there 
was room for more than that number, Some 
cells had 1 to 4 occupants only, 

When we arrived only afew of the cells 
were occupied, the prisoners being mostly 
under sentence of ‘hard labor” and ont in 
the grounds or in the working sheds. This 
“hard labor ” seemed of the mildestkind ; some 
were making bricks in a brick-yard, the others 
were mostly in solid, well-lighted sheds, 
learning or practising trades—carving bamboo, 
silver smiths’ work, making cloisonne vases, 
boxes, etc., paper making, weaving cloth for 
the prison nse, cleaning ice and barley, also 
for the prison use; others were in the car- 
penters and blacksmiths’ sheds, but the chief 
occupation seemed to be straw braid plaiting, 
in which work some of them seemed very 
clever, All the work is realised and paid for, 
60 per cent. being kept towards defraying the 
working expenses of the Pris 40 per cent, 
being reserved for the prisoners against the 
day when their sentences finish, and they are 
atliberty to go away. Asalot, the prisoners were 
well clothed, and well nourished, and there was 
no sign of ill-treatment ; not one of them had a 
cringing, frightened air, which would certainly 
have been the case had they been ill-used. As 
a lot, they were certainly very healthy. I only 
noticed one man who had the remains of 
“itch” on the hands, and he was evidently 
under treatment and nearly cured. But this 
did not seem astonishing, for the bathhouse, 
which we next visited, was excellent, very 
spacious, very clean, and with abundance of 
hot water, I understood the Governor to say 
that the prisoners could have a hot bath every 
day, but the average was three times a week. 
At the end of this room I noticed one bath that 
was for medicinal purposes, the water being 
impregnated with sulphur, 

The kitchen was next visited; it was very 
large and scrupulously clean. The p 
food was being got ready,—rice and barley 
(40 per cent. and 60 per cent.) boiled together 
and then pressed into moulds Jike a square cake. 
There were various sizes, graded according to 
the work on which prisoners were employed, 
with small sizes for those prisoners undergoing 
punishment ; they appeared sufficient, though 
the smaller ones would appear to be only suffi. 
cient to sustain life, and would certainly only be 
justified ae a temporary punishment diet, Fish 
was given twice a week, and to each portion of 
tice there was a small quantity of relish thatis 
generally caten in Japan, There were also 
large tubs of a boiled seaweed. There could 
be no question that the ordinary quantity and 
qualily of this diet would be sufficient for an 
ordinary Japanese man, bat I doubt if it would 
be sufficiently nourishing for aman who has 
been brought up on a meat diet; and Mr. Oga- 
wa told us that it was intended to alter the diet 
in the case of Foreign prisoners. 

Discipline seemed to be strict, and though 
there seemed to be comparatively few warders 
—not more than one to twenty or thirty prisoners 
—they were armed with swords and the 
prisoners seemed to be well hand, 
At our entrance they were all seated on 
mats. The warder of each gang shouted a word 
of command, then another, and then another, 
and the men rose up, lifted their heads, and 
then bowed them. The warder saluted, the 
salute was returned, and a fresh order was 
shouted, when the prisoners sat down again and 
at once attended to their work. Silence iscom. 
pulsory, but evidently an occasional whispered 
remark could pass, and some talk must go on 
between men teaching and learning a wade. 
In fact, we noticed that the men seemed in- 



































terested in their work, and certainly the very 
fact of meeting together in large numbers, and 
the working in company must have been some 
relief to the deadly monotony of prison life, 
and for my part I should certainly prefer this 
form of * hard labour,” to being left to silence 
and solitude in one’s own cell, which seemed to 
be the fate of those who were in prison without 
“hard labour.” However, these men could 
have work given them if they asked for it, and 
we saw one or two working in their own cells. 

The general health seemed to be good, but 
the officials told us that at the end of the third 
year many of the prisoners suffered a sort of 
relapse ; for them and for all other cases of sick- 
ness there was a hospital, which seemed clean 
and well managed by a staff of 5 doctors; we 
noticed a chemist's shop, with a large supply of 
the usual chemicals, and there was a room that I 
understood was an operating room. The pati« 
ents were all locked up in sick wards, well light- 
ed with good large windows, which were shaded 
by cotton curtains. They were lying down 
with one fuéon between them and the mats, and 
another to cover them, and the usual Japanese 
pillow for their necks; very few of them looked 
seriously ill, they were mostly suffering from 
colds or other ordinary indispositions, In one 
room, where the light was shut out by a heavy 
curtain of blue material, two men were being 
treated for eye diseases, 

There was a separate building used as an 
infectiousdisease hospital ; we did not go in, for 
it was not occupied. 

Retuming to the main buildings, we were 
shown a large semi-circular room, fitted up as 
a Chapel; it was large and well lighted. In 
another room close by we saw four or five 
Buddhist Priests who, we were informed, were 
on the permanent staff of the prison and who 
held regular services at stated occasions and are 
permitted access to the cells, The prisoners 
were also visited by Christian Ministers from 
time to time, to whom, it was stated, free access 
was given. Above this room was a similar sized 
one used as a School for young prisoners. 














There is accommodation for 2,240 prisoners 
(males only) in this Prison, and there were 1,957 
at the time of our visit, The area of the ten 
cell buildings is 2,074 41 ¢subo, or 207.441 fsubo 
per building. The whole is enclosed by very 
high brick walls and there was ample space for 
gardens, which were laid out but did not seem 
to be much cultivated. Trees had been plant- 
ed, bat as the prison has only been built three 
years they had not growa much. 

Due regard is paid to classification of pri- 
soners, both as to age, gravily of offences, first 
offenders, or habitual criminals. 

In one of the hospital wards we noticed a 
man who was not in prison garb and were told 
that he was aman whose sentence had expired, 
buthe was detained until his friends could be 
communicated with; so that at any rate he 
would have somewhere to go when he left the 
ptison. This, the officials told us, was invati- 
ably attended to. 

The Punishment Cells—about six or eight 
in number, are situated apart; we were told that 
they were not much used (indeed four of them 
in the old Japanese style were never used) and 
of two on the European system only one was 
occupied by aman who was given to fighting. 
They were cells not more than eight feet 
square, ventilated by » narrow window at the 
top, which, while giving air, would leave 
the interior almost dark, whilst the inmate 
was kept in perfect solitude; his food was 
passed in by a trap door and he could only be 
communicated with by means ol a speaking 
tube. This would be very severe punishment 
and in the summer time with the sun shining 
full on the cell (for it seemed ta have no pro- 
tection) it would be terrible. We were told 
that the maximum punishment in these cells 
was five days, and thatthe more general form 
of punishment was by reducing the diet, 

Per contra good conduct badges are given to 
the prisoners according to their behaviour, and 
many of them had one, (wo, or three badges of 
blue cloth sewn on to their sleeves, 

Relatives of prisoners are allowed to call at 


430 


THE JAPAN: WEEKLY MAIL. 


[April 23, 1898. 








fixed times and converse in the presence of a 
Warder at a place set apart for that purpose. 
On the whole we could not but come to the 
conclusion that the general arrangements were 
excellent, the buildings well designed, and the 
management very good ; and it is probable that 
this prison would compare favourably with 
any similar establishment in Europe or America. 
Our inspection had taken up so much 
time that when it was proposed to adjourn 
to visit the House of Detention at Kajibasbi 
we found we had to postpone that visit. 
Mr. Ogawa told as that the arrangements 
there were similar to those we had just visited, 
but the prison was older and therefore not so 
presentable ; but as the invitation was extended 
to any lime at our convenience, we fully intend 
to avail of it; for whilst we think from what we 
have seen that the Convict Prisons at the Capital 
under the Government management leave little 
to be desired, it seems to us of equal or still 
more importance to know the state of the 
Houses of Detention, where Foreigners (and 
sometimes innocent people) will of necessity 
be confined pending their trial, We were 
assured that these establishments aiso were 
gradually coming entirely under Government 
control and that the same care would be givew 
to them in order, as had been given the prison 
we had just visited. 
Tt must be understood that this report is 
* simply on Sugamo Prison, which is the most 
modem prison in Japan and cannot be taken as 
typical of the general prison accommodation, 
least of all of those prisons under provincial 
auspices, which leave very much to be desired 
in accommodation and general arrangements, 
R. D. Rosison, Chairman. 
W. T. Mirceery. 
E. Frint Kizpy. 





At a Committee meeting held on Friday, the 
15th inst., the Secretary reported that be had 
been informed by the Director of Posts and 
Telegraphs that Mails for Europe per Canadian 
Pacific steamers via Vancouver are now for- 
warded via New York, 

Ata meeting of representatives of this and the 
Yokohama Chamber of Commerce, held lately, 
the new picul weight of 132.77Ibs, against the 
old of 133.33Ibs. had beew fully discussed, and 
it was now decided to ask the Tokyo Chamber 
ot Commerce for their opinion as to the de- 
sirability of its being adopted or whether efforts 
should be made to have the old weight retained. 

To examine into the position of Foreigners 
in Japan under the new Treaties it was decided 
to form an International Committee consisting 
of one member of each nationality represented 
in the Chamber, with power to add to their 
number, 








RELIANCE WHEELMEN'S RACE. 
+ 

The first of the series of three handicap races 
arranged py the Reliance Wheelmen of Yoko- 
hana, came off successfully on Sunday morn- 
ing over a course of about four miles and 
eight-tenths onthe Chiba road. The start was 
at the village of Komatsuna, about seven miles 
from Shimbashi. In spite of the heavy rain of 
Saturday, the road was in comparatively fair 
condition, though rather heavy going. Six 
competitors started, viz., Messrs. Bain (scratch) 
Onderdouk (ro secs.), Dewette (25 secs.) 
Kay Smith (1m. 50. secs.), Balcke (2m. 
15. secs.), aud McChesney (2m, 30 secs.) 
Altera good race Smith came in fist in 15 
minutes 2 secs., McChesney second, and 
Dewette third, The latter rider made the best 
actual time, 14m. 10 sec,, and for this secures 
5 points in addition to 4 points for third place. 
After the race the Reliance men, accompanied 
hy a number of their comrades of the Tokyo 
Reliance Club, rode to the Hotel Metropole, 
where they tiflined together, Several Yokohama 
residents interested in cycling went out to 
witness the finish, It is proposed to hold the 
next race on the track at the Cricket Ground 
which would give Yokohamaites an opportunity 
of viewing the race from start to finish. 














THE PREMIER AND THE 
LIBERALS. 
eS 

Onthe 14th instant, says the veracions Yo- 
rosu,adeputation ofthe Kwanto Liberals,consist- 
ing of Messts. Yamada ‘Taizo and Kogure B 
dayu, waited upon the Prime Minister to express 
their views on foreign policy and internal ad- 
ministration. “We have come,” said the Liberals 
in introducing themselves, “as representing 
many members of the Lower House returned 
trom Kwanto, to give you a piece of advice on 
current political topics, To accept or reject it 
is, of contse, within your own discretion, but 
the resalis in case of rejection are not lightly to 
be considered.” After this terrific exordinm 
they stated that the inauguration of Count Ita- 
gaki alone to the post of a Minister would not 
suffice asa token of the Cabinet's céoperation with 
the Liberal party. Mr. Hoshi and another must 
be installed in office; the party was absolutely op- 
posed to the sole appointment of Count Itagaki, 
Then alteration must be introduced into the 
laws of election and the City and Prefectural 
Institution, so as to effect a radical reform in 
internal administration. Finances must be 
adjusted, but the delay in the naval armaments 
expansion programme was unjustifiable, And, 
lasily, the Cabinet's foreign policy must te as- 
certained in order to determine the course to 
be hereafter pursued by. the Liberal party, 
This was the effect of the deputation’s repre- 
sentations, hints being given that should Marquis 
[to fail to listen to them he must expect to 
see his Cabinet beset with immense difficulties. 
The conversation lasted for two hours, 

The Prime Minister is reported to have 
affected great indifference. He suid: “It is 
needless to entertain so great an anxiety in 
the matter. I am determined to do what I 
have considered fit to do. If I lose credit 
with the nation on that account and receive 
spposition rom the Diet, I don'tmind. Thave 
only to transfer my post toa man well quali- 
fied for it.” Having thus “sat on ” the visitors, 
the Prime Minister continued his remarks, 
“The appointment of Miuisters,” said he, * is 
the prerogative of the Emperor, abont which I 
have no power to say anything iu public. Ihave 
formed the Cabinet with special instructions 
from the Emperor, and can in no way dismiss 
the Ministers now in office for the purpose of 
replacing them by fresh appointments, At the 
time when the present Cabinet was first 
organised, Count Magaki had no intention of 
becoming a member, but promised me to 
support the new Ministry as @ private politician. 
His entry into the Cabinet therefore would be a 
breach of faith on bis part. Still worse would it 
be to install Mr. Hoshi on the present occasion, 
As regards the revision of the Election Law I 
entirely agree with you, and shall give attention 
to reforms of the City and Prefectural systems 
of administration, I am very much troubled 
about diplomatic questions, and by no means 
allow myself to be negligent about them 
Yet I must confess that the unscrupulous pro- 
ceedings recently indulged in by the Kairaku- 
yen party are not ouly prejudicial 10 the interests 
of the country, but also utterly inconsistent with 
the principles of honest reform, It is impossible 
for me to disclose administrative or diplomatic 
secrets to persons other then those directly con 
cerned.” 

In making the above reply, the Vorosu pice 
turesquely adds, the Prime Minister, with an 
air of extreme complacency, struck at the table 
and kicked the floor with his feet. The story 
seems to us (Fapan Mail) very apocryphal. 

















THE 1OKYO LITERARY AND 
MUSICAL SOCIETY. 


Patan 

Monday evening at the Tokyo Literary and 
Musical Society was a marked success. We 
believe that the idea of an entertainment for 
children only, with the ckildren themselves as 
the principal peiformers, originated with Mrs, 
Page, and was carried out by her with the very 
able assistance of Miss Schereschevsky and the 








»y Google 


Misses Page. The hall was literally crowded 








with children, all in the highest spirits and pre- 
senting un indescribably pretty sight, The 
United States Minister presided, and at the 
conclusion of the programme—which we append 
—refreshments were served with, a profusion 
of cakes forthe little ones. The feature of the 
evening was the three-act comedy of ** Cinderel- 
|a,” performed by marionettes under the manage- 
ment of Miss Schereschevsky and the Misses 
Page, the former lady undertaking the greater 
part of the dialogue, which was capitally con- 
ceived and very cleverly varied. The marionet- 
tes were not only dressed in character but also 
looked their parts, Their costumes and modell- 
ing alike were the work of the young ladies who 
exhibited them, Scarcely less applause fell to 
the share of the ‘ Ebony Minstrels,” who sang 
and acted with great spirit, We need hardly 
add that Miss Von Fallot's pianoforte solo did 
not belong to the list of children’s performances 
—it was a gem in execution and feeling. Mrs. 
Page played all the pianoforte accompaniments 
in her usual admirable syle:— 



































1 le Misses Summers. 
2. 

3. 

4. Recitation ie 

5. Pianoforte Duet . The Misses Ballag! 
& Cinderella ‘A comedy in thee acis, 
7. Violin Soto Miss Gertrude Page. 
8. Pranolorte S Miss von Fallot, 
9 Chom. » Young Ladies, 
10. Violin Duel... Masters $8. White & F. Smith, 
11. The Ebony Minstrels ws Quartette. 











CHINESE NOTES. 
+——— 

Famine and its invariable companion fever 
are producing a terrible record in North Kiang- 
su. It is stated that forty per cent. of the 
people are obliged to eke out existence by beg- 
ging or by selling all their possessions, and 
that ten per cent. are dying of starvation. The 
sale of children is, as usual, one of the means 
employed to get food, Apparently that pait 
of China is in a most lawless condition. The 
people are compelled to keep loaded guns al- 
ways ready for the purpose of beating off 
burglars, 


The Christian Mission in Yangchou barely 
escaped destruction on the 8th of April, Daur- 
ing March large numbers of beggars—some 
ten thousand, it is said—encamped outside the 
east gate of the city, and scores of them were 
frozen to death owing to an exceptionally cold 
snap. Some of the bodies were preyed upon 
by ‘dogs, and it seems that the mutiat- 
ed lead of a child was picked up by a 
miscreant and laid near the enclosure of the 
Mission compound. The following morning 
word was quickly circulated that the Missio 
aties had been at their old murderous tricks, 
and bnndreds of people assembled clamowing 
for vengeance. Happily order was restored 
by the Chinese officials. 

















The residents of Shanghai intended to enter- 
tain Prince Henry of Prussia at luncheon in 
Chang Su-ho’s garden on the 15th instant, 


M. Dautremer, formerly a well known French 
official in Tokyo and now Consul for his 
country at Hankow, has decided to bring before a 
legal tribunal the old question of the right of 
ownership of part of the concession. He is to 
sue the British subjects who claim to be the 
owners in Her Majesty's Consular Court, the 
sum in question being 200,000 taels. 





Our readers probably remember that brief 
reference was recently made in these columns 
to an anti-Christian riot in Kiangpeh, near 
Chungking. The details are now to hand. 
Dr. McCartney, of the American Episcopal 
Mission, having rented a house to serve as a 
medical dispensary in Kiangpeh, sent two 
young Chinese medical students to live there. 
Daring the first night of their residence, the 
place was attacked by a mob, and one of the 
new comers was brutally murdered, the other 





barely escaping with his life. The dispensary 
was within a stone's throw of the yaméu, 
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NEWS OF 7HE WEEK. 
ne 
An Imperial Ordinance has been promulga- 
ted authorizing the raising of the rate of 
interest on money deposited in post office 
savings banks to 4.8 percent. perannum. There 
is a provision appended that in the case of 
deposits made previously to December 3181. 
18g0 and exceeding 1,000 yen, the rate shall 
be 3.6 per cent. 





We learn from an exchange that Rear- 
Admiral A. L. Douglas artived at Bombay on 
the rgih March, and relieved Admiral Drum- 
mond in the command of the East India 
Station, Admiral Douglas was Vice-President 
of the Ordnance Committee at the time he 
received his appointment, He served outside 
the Naval Service of his country, when in 1873-4, 
he held the position of Director of the Imperial 
Japanese Naval College, for two yeas. 


The rivalry between Antwerp and Rotterdam 
as the port of call for the North German 
Lloyd steamers has ended in favour of Antwerp ; 
and a jubilant telegram from that city says:— 

‘This result is due to the foresight of the Antwerp 
Chamber of Commerce, which invited over a 
hundred German burgomasters and leading com- 
metcial Germans to visit Antwerp last autumn, 
The way to conciliate a German burgomaster 
seems to be much the same as that of coaxing 
the British husband—" Feed the brate.” 














It is stated by vernacular newspapers that the 
reform of the prison system and of the police 
organization is occupying the attention of the 
Government. Our contemporaries suggest that 
the motive of the reform is preparation for the 
epoch of mixed residence, from which we infer 
that special arrangements rather than general 
reforms are on the fapis, The rumour is that 
the Authorities contemplate employing three 
German experts, two to assist in the police 
department, and one to advise about the prisons, 





The Board of Trade returns for February 
were not enconraging, The exports showed a 
decline of £223,000, ora little over 1 per cen 
and the imports a decline of £1,374,290, or 
neatly 4 percent. There was a falling off in 
the import of wool to the value of £680,000. 
Cvincident with this decrease in the value of 
imported raw material there was a falling off in 
that of the exports of textile fabrics, The iron 
d machinery trades had not recovered from 
the injury inflicted by the protracted engineer- 
ing strike. 

On Sunday afternoon, saysihe Kobe Chronicle, 
aman having the appearance of a sportsman, 
about 35 years of age, was tound dead in the 
thicket of a hill beyond Minatogawa with a gun 
wound in the throat. He wore a foreign suit of 
black and had in his pockets a silver watch, 20 
odd yen in cash, and two silk handkerchiefs, 
He was wearing a cartridge belt round his waist, 
one cartridge being missing. A piece of a cot- 
ton handkerchief was tied to the lock of the 
gun, the other end being tied to the large toe 
of the man’s right foot, and these appearances 
indicated that the man had beyond doubt 
Killed himself. 














The Government, it ix s stated, find some diffi- 
culty in putting into circulation silver subsi- 
diary coins to the extent anticipated when the 
system of gold monometallism was adopted. 
The twenty-sen and ten-sen pieces are in large 
demand, but the fifty-sen piece is not a favorite. 
It is supposed that the, reason of the people's 
reluctance to take the fifty-sen coin is that they 
find the one-yea note much more convenient, 
and rumonr alleges that the Government intend 
to withdraw the one-yen notes from circulation 
soon as possible, We doubt the truth of the 
statement, for, after all, the people's conveni- 
ence deserves to be consulted as well as that of 
the Treasury. 


It is now many years since we received a 
visit from a conjuring celebrity, so the forth- 
coming appearance in Yokohama of Mr. Carl 














Hertz, from the Athambra Theatre, London, 


should prove as acceptable here GS5g 


have been in India and China, The London 
Mandard recently said:—*t At the Alhambra, 
Carl Hertz attracts the most attention, He may 
be reckoned as the most skilful prestidigitateur 
of the day. His tricks are marked by a reat- 
ness and dexierity which uonplus the most 
careful observer, and he is unsurpassed asa 
manipulator of cards.” Mr, Hertz starts his 
Kobe season on Saiurday, and will then come 
on to Yokohama, 


The Moji Shimpo prints a sensational story 
of a@ Japanese stoker belonging to a British 
steamer, which has just arrived there from 
Calcutta, having been slain in an affray with 
Russian sailors at Batoum on January 8th last. 
The deceased left the ship without leave with 
foreign members of the crew; the partly was 
attacked on the return journey carrying whisky 
for their comrades on board. The two foreigners 
reached the ship safely and reported the matter 
to the Captain, He hastened off with a party 
of seamen to the rescue, but found only the 
dead body of the unfortunate stoker. The 
Captain has given all the information at his 
command to the Police.—Hiogo News. 








Dr. H. B. Guppy has spent three weeks in the 
crater of Mokauweoweo, Hawaii. He lived in 
a tent under conditions not unlike those believed 
to exist on the moon, viz, absolute sterility of 
the ground, ratified atmosphere, intensely diy 
air, no clouds, by day at least, and intense cold 
at night. During the first day the atmosphere 
was highly electric, Dr. Gappy could trace 
luminous figures on his cloak, which crackled 
under his fingers. He suffered from headache, 
palpitation, lassitude, and loss of appetite. For 
amusements he had magnificent lunar haloes 
and light shocks of earthquake. At the very 
bottom of the crater he was wrapped in fog, 
produced by the vapours rising from all parts of 
the ground. Many insects were found on the 
top of the mountain, blown there by wirds, no 
doubt, but as a rule they were dead or dying. 


The Swiss have decided by an immense 
majority on the purchase of the railways by 
the State. Fares are to be reduced all over 
the lines, and the rates of tansport for cattle 
and produce are also to be lowered, an induce- 
ment which went a long way with farmers and 
manufacturers, The advocates of State pur- 
chase also argued that it was of vital imporl- 
ance that the shares of the railway companies 
shonld not be held by foreigners, especially 
Germans, who put their own nominees into the 
best posts without regard to the claims of the 
Swiss, The purchase of the railways by the 
State will, however, demand an enormous sum 
of money to pay off the shareholders. If the 
passenger fares and luggage rates are lo be 
appreciably reduced, it is doubtful whether the 
returns will suffice to pay all the expenses of 
management and at the same time to provide 
for the interest of the debt. 





The Osaka Asahi states that Mr, de Lucy- 
Fossatieu, the French Consul at Kobe, accom- 
panied by a military affaché of the Portuguese 
Legation, inspected the Tennoji Mental Dis- 
eases Hospital and the Horikawa Prison, 
Osaka, last week, being conducted by Mr, 
Mayeda, an official in the Osaka Cily Office. 
At the hospital the French Consul made close 
inquiries of the President as to the number of 
patients, the manner of treatment, the cause of 
disease, and the cost of maintenance, &, Al 
the prison, the Consul thoroughly inspected the 
various cells, hospitals, workshops, and the 
scaffold, and then obtained information from 
the Governor as to the clothing and food of the 
prisoners, the method of payment for labour, 
and the procedure at executions, All this, of 
course, says the Kobe Chronicle, © in view of 
the impending operation of the new Treaties.” 


The case of Colour-sergeant Walker, who 
was kept a prisoner by the Afridis for six weeks, 
is now altracting attention by reason of the 
finding of the court-martial which inquired into 
the charge against him of having been “ absent 
without leave.” Colour-sergeant Walker was 


le of this charge, bu’, strange as i! may 














seem, was ordered to lose his pay for the 
six weeks he was absent from his regiment, 
the Royal Scots Fusiliers In taking this line, 
the military authorities acted in strict accord- 
ance with Article 954 of the Royal Warrant. 
But the Article also provides that, after inquiry, 
the Secretary of State may restore the whole or 
any portion of the arrears of pay. In the cir- 
cumstances, the Court Martial has acted almost 
as meanly as Mark Twain’s firm, who stopped a 
man’s wages for the half an hour he was away 
from work owing to a dynamite explosion which 


blew him sky high. 


Either Borneo prisons must be most comfort- 
able hotels, or the inhabitants of that island 
must be easily satisfied. Three men who were 
brought before the Visiting Magistrate in an 
up-country station, and charged with arson, 
calmly avowed that they had committed the 
crime on purpose to get sent back to prison, 
which they say is the most comfortable place 
they have yet lived in 








Chinese have a genius for thieving: A good 
example of this talent is given by the Shanghai 
Mercury, A British gunboat lying at Hankow 
had, in broad daylight, her chain unshackled 
and her anchor stolen ; and the same anchor 
was offered for sale at Her Majesty’s Consulate 
at that port. The Consul communicated with 
the gunboat concerning the anchor before they 
were even aware of having lost it. 





The depredations of the Tatao-hui (Great 
Sword Society) are giving trouble on the south- 
ern borders of Shantung. The other day these 
rebellious sectaries murdered the Hunanese 
‘Taotai Hsu and over-rana large tract of country 
which extends right up to the borders of Chibli. 
So seriously is the movement viewed by the 
paralysed Peking Government that it bas ordered 
Tan Fa shin, the Commander-in-Chief of 
Cuibli, Shensi and Shansi, to come eastward to 
quell the Great Swordsmen, 


Enconraged hy his recent successful travels, 
the Duke of the Abruzzi has determined to 
direct his course to the Far North. Next 
summer he is due in Spitzbergen, and the 
following year he and his followers will make 
for Franz Josef Land. Provided the conditions 
of the ice be favourable, the Duke will make « 
dash for the Pole by means of sledges and, dogs. 
Should, however, the attempt be unsuccesstul, 
the expedition wiil confine its operations to 
Franz Josef Land, which will be explored. 








Who wants to buy « simall and compact 
archipelago? A Madeira journal announces that 
the Selvage Islands are forsale. The group 
consists of six—three large and three small— 
and they are situated to the north of the 
Canaries, Historically and politically they 
belong to Madeira, where the actual pro- 
prietor lives, ‘The islands offer numeroys 
facilities for sport—the sport of killing the 
poffin—and it is said that 20 000 of these sea 
birds are shot every year. The puffin is sought 
for its flesh quite as much as for its plumage. 











Peace and tranquillity have not yet been 
restored in Haiphong, says the China Mati. 
Fearful of another and more serious rising 
amongst the nalives, the French authorities 
have adopted measures to secure the salety of 
the city, They are prepared for attack should 
the natives become belligerent, Seutries guaid 
all the bridges aud approaches to the city, and 
at night-time no one is allowed to move about 
unchallenged. One ot the Haiphong papets 
likens the present state of affairs to those of 
1884, when Haiphong was defended by block- 
houses and the inhabitants lived in dread of 
nightly assaults from pirates. 





Professor Orazio Marucchi has just discovered 
a wonderful “ graffito ” picture in the Palace of 
Tiberius, on the Palatine Hill, in Rome. The 
subject of the picture is the “ Crucifixion,” and 
Professor Marucehi, after carefully weighing all 
the details connected with the picture, is of the 
firm belief that it was drawn by a person who 
witdesse| thejacene. There are three crosses.- 
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When the “ graffito” was first discovered the 
central cross could hardly be discerned, but by 
careful treatment of the walls it has been brought 
out much stronger, as has the figure of Christ 
with the word "Cristus” above it, The in- 
scription is in Latin, and when translated reads: 
“Christ, having been beaten with rods, was 
hanged upon the cross according to the secret 
customs.” 


According to the China Mail, the Philippine 
rebellion has spread to the island of Cebu, the 
centre of the hemp and sugar trade. It is stated 
thatall the foreigners, other than Spaniards, 
are safe, and that the natives will not seek to 
molest them, but the exact fate of the 
Spaniards is still unknown. The Governor 
and most of the Spanish officials are re- 
ported to have been massacred, but it is 
hoped that some have been taken prisoner. 
and that they are being held as hostages. The 
whole of the island is in the hands of the 


rebels, It is feared that Panay and other 
southern islands will also revolt. In the 
Tayabas Province of Luzon, the Spanish 


Governor has been severely wounded and his 
adjutant killed. In the Ilocos Province, # 
Captain of the Civil Guard and a priest have 
both been mortally wounded. In Pangasina 
rioting is frequent. 


Mr. MacAleese recently brought in a Bill to 
enable persons of Irish birth or extraction to 
adopt the prefixes * O" and “ Mac” before their 
sur-names, This is how the Globe deals with 
the matter :— 

Sing a song of Irishmen 
Drafted in a Bil 
Some ate" Macs”; the rest are * O's"*5 
But all ave [eish still ! 
When the Bill was ready, 
‘The House began to langh ; 
Wasn't it a ciuel shame 
‘To spoil the scheme with chaff? 


O’D-I 








yas a patriot, 
Rather liked the notion 5 

MacR.-daend, sot to be outdone, 
Seconded the motion 

B Mer didn’t seem to 
The Bill one little bit; 

But Scotia's Mac monopolists 
Uprose and vetoed it! 
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Mr. Edison, with the assistance of Professor 
Bell and others, has succeeded in so improving 
the phonograph that itis likely 10 come into 
general use. Not only isthe phonograph to be 
considerably reduced in price, but it will be 
thoroughly adapted for ordinary business; For 
instance, a man can speak all his corres: 
pondence into the machine at will, and his 
clerk can take it off on toa typewriter at leisure, 
the instrument being stopped or ils speed con- 
trolled at the will of the operator to whom it is 
dictating its message. Another improvement is 
the arrangement which allows it to deliver its 
message in a tone so loud that it can be heard 
by a large number of people at the same time. 
Mr. Edison has also invented a supplementary 
machine, a marvel of ingenuity, by means of 
which the recording wax cylinders of the phono- 
graph can be reproduced from the original in 
endless numbers. Perhaps tbe most interest- 
ing point in the future of the instrument is the 
status which will be given it asa legal docn- 
ment or as evidence. 











The Bay of Along, with its thousands of 
rocks, between which lies a labyrinth of chan- 
nels and natural harbours, is, says the Avenir 
du Tonkin, one of the most singular places in 
the world. Apart from its southern sun, it 
completely resembles the Norwegian fjords. 
It was long an assured refuge for pirates, who 
could easily conceal themselves in its caves or 
jungle. In case of warit would certainly be 
one of the objectives of a hostile fleet, which 
might possibly attempt to force the passes. It 
was important (hereiore to place this weak point 
in a complete state of defence. During his 
recent stay in Tonkin the Governor-General 
visited Hougay and the Bay in company with 
Admiral de la Bedoillere, the Colonel com 


manding the superior 








officers. It was decided that, besides the mobile 
defence by sea-going torpedo boats already or- 
ganised, batteries should be constructed com- 
pletely covering the passes, Work is actively 
proceeding with this object, and fixed torpedoes 
are being placed by the Navy in each navigabie 
channel, Access to the Bay of Along may uow 
be considered absolutely impracticable by any 
fleet. 





During the 24 hours up to noon, 5th April, 
19 new cases and 13 deaths from plague were 
reported in Hongkong, making the lotel since 
tst January (95 days) 286 cases and 243 
deaths. From noon on the 6th till the 7th 
there were 14 new cases and 13 deaths, 





A Washington telegram of March 7th says :— 
The Katahdin, Uncle Sam'a unique war vessel, 
will go into commission this week with Com- 
mander George F. F. Wilde as her director, 
She is the most formidable war boat in the 
world, Sheis regarded by sailors as a mon- 
strosity in the way of naval architecture. She 
is almost totally under water. Her entire fab- 
ric, except her strong couning tower and her 
tartle-bleck, is hidden. Her bow is prolonged 
intoa mighty ram, which makes up the principle 
on which she is built, This ram, with the ex- 
ception of a few rapid-fire guns, is all the wea- 
pon with which she i8 armed, but with it the 
Kalahdin could do terrible destruction to any 
battle-ship, no matter how heavy or well ar- 
moured, The Kafahdin's back could laugh 
at shots from any wat-ship she cared to 
attack. Her terrible ram aimed at the weakest 
part of an enemy's hull should sink any 
vessel on the sea. Her small guns would take 
care of torpedo-boats, the only sort of an enemy 
the Katahdin need fear. This odd and mon- 
sirous boat was built in 1893 at Bath, Her 
extreme length is 254 feet, her normal displace. 
ment 2,155 tons, her beam 43.5 feet, her mean 
draught 15 feet, her horse-power 5,068, and her 
speed 16 knots, 





The Novoe Vremya publishes the statutes of 
the “company for the construction of the 
Eastern Railway of China.” In addition to the 
Russian Government, the Russo-Chinese Bank 
is also charged with the construction and de 
velopment of the railway from Cheu-Lun- 
Tjansk, on the Western [rontier, and close to 
the Russian Trans-Baikal territory, as far asa 
cerlain point on the Eastern frontier in the 
Province of Giriusk, near to the Amur district, 
This line isto be connected with the lines which 
Russia is building on the Chinese frontier from 
Trans-Baikal to the Southern Usuri line. As 
the newline will have by agreement with China a 
Russian line of rails five feet across, it will thus 
be bronght into immediate connection with the 
Siberian Railway, and form one great chain with 
the Tscheljabinsk and Viadivostock line, while 
it will thus also avoid the immense windings of 
the Amoor River. This undertaking for build- 
ing the East China Railway must be carried out 
within six years by the company of shareholders, 
who must all be either Russian or Chinese 
subjects, The share capital of five millions of 
roubles will be paid in cash to the company by 
the Russian Imperial Treasury, and the shares 
are to remain atan agreed price forthe Treasury, 
The financial stipulations are of such a nature 
that the carrying out of the undertaking is in 
the hands of the Russian Ministry of Finance, 
The president is to be chosen by the Chinese Go- 
vernment, and will have a diplomatic mission as 
representative of that Government. After 36 
years have elapsed China will take possession 
of the railway on making certain payments, and 
after So yeais it will become the absolute pro- 
peny of the Celestial Empite. Moreover, there 
are stipulations that the company shall provide 
also for the development of the railway system 
in the interior of China, and it is to be left to its 
judgment to decide whether certain towns and 
villages are to be supplied with railway com 
munication or not. The company hag also the 

tof working coal mines and other mines. 
le chief seats of the administration of the 
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rpilway will be in Peking and St. Petersburg. 





JAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
pee 

Iuformation from Shanghai published in 
the Osaka Asahi announces that no demand 
exisis at present in North China for Japanese 
yarns, The market in general is quiescent ; 
the exchange rate rising to 84 éae/s on the 7th 
instant. The stock of yams on the 8th is 
reported to have amounted to about 3,000 bales, 
Chinese and Indian productions are on a 
downward tendency, the stock of the latter 
aggregating 22,000 bales, Bombay yains are 
at present quoted at rates varying from 65.50 
to 80.25 #aels for 203, and from 64 50 to 
76.50 faels for 160. Vhe sales of the former 
amounted to 450 bales and of the latter to 
135 bales duting the past week. Cotton 
Spinning factores in Shanghai have recently, 
suspended night work on account of insuffi- 
ciency in the supply of raw cotton, Further 
depreciation appears inevitable. 








With regard to the Far Eastern situ 
politician who signs himself “Tobi speaks 
throngh the columns of the Wippon as follows : 
— Unless energetic steps be taken Japan will 
fall into the danger of losing permanently ber 
title to a voice in the Continental question, Her 
name, her prestige, will cease to be a factor in 
the Far East. The spirit with which the Govern- 
ment rose to succour Korea a few years ago 
is now entirely extinct, Pressure was most 
injudicionsly brought to bear upon China in 
regard to the Indemnity, and the evacuation 
of Wei-hai-wei was that considerably haste- 
ned. The Cabinet seems to have aimed at 
avoiding foreign reiations altogether in matters 
of Oriental policy, in order to protect the coun- 
try from all complications, There is no remedy 
for the past error, but we should avoid bungling 
for the future. The existing Cabinet can do 
nothing except with the aid of an outside 
Power. This, however, it can derive by con- 
cluding an alliance with England. Au oppor- 
tunity is available for making up in Korea losses 
which were sustained in China. The plea ot 
the insufficiency of national resources cau not 
be considered. If the Government is really wil- 
ling to enter upon anassertion of Japan's rights, 
it can count upon the support of forty million 
loyal, brave, and intelligent souls, Jf, on the 
other hand, the Government takes a course of 
relicence or retirement, il must expect soon to 
be surrounded by forty millions vehemently 
condemning it for its impotency. It ought to 
be remembered that the first principle in main- 
taining the national prestige is a definite foreign 
policy. Without this a host of regiments and 
squadrons will be of no avail, The authorities 
therefore should clearly see the necessity of 
formulating a policy to act upon, national re. 
sources and armaments being of secondary im- 
portance.” How delightfully naive some of 
these expounders of politics are! 

















A certain nobleman is represented by the 
Tokyo Asahi as having made the following re- 
marks with regard to the recent meeting of the 
Liberals at the Kairaku-yen. If the protest 
were to be rejected by Russia, Germany and 
France what would be the next step? It is 
easy to make a protest, but difficult to follow it 
up. If Japan really desires to oppose the ac- 
tions of the three Powers in China, she must 
first be resolved to have recourse if necessary 
to war. But do her resources allow her to take 
such a step? Is she sure of the efficiency of 
her army und navy for such an enterprise ? 
The result of the protest in regard to Hawaii in 
the spring of Jast_ year is still fresh in the me- 
mory of the public, Are the friends of the 
policy of protest bold enough to urge that Japan 
should at once proceed to Vladivostock with 
loaded gunsin the event of her objections being 
disregarded? The protest seems to be a plea 
for attacking the present Cabinet, and under it 
is concealed a desire to promote party in- 
terests, 

Sericulinists appear to have concluded 
that sil from Chinese cocoons is eminently 





fine in quality. Efforts have accordingly been 
devoid iqahisyiyyyghase of siik worm eggs and 
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cocoons from China, the amount of import in. 
creasing considerably of late. The figures for 
the 29th year of Meiji amounted to several 
handed thousand yes, while a still larger 
amount was noticeable in subsequent years, If 
the quality of Chinese cocoons is teaily 80 ex- 
cellent as silk manufacturers think, it may be 
very «desirable to import them. But it must be 
noticed that silk worms are more or less 
influenced by skill in raising as well as by 
topographical conditions, Success in one 
particular district is not necessarily a guar- 
rantee of success in another; and whether the 
Chinese worm is suited to the climate and physi- 
cal features of Japan isa problem which can 
be decided only by careful experiments. 
Steps were taken by the Department of Agricul 
ture and Commerce last year to despatch an 
expert to China with instructions to- inspect 
sericultural enterprises and collect different 
types of cocoons and silk wo: These 
specimens are reported to have included no 
fewer than twenty different species, They are 
to be subjected to careful inspection in Kyoto, 
Nagano, and other prefectures. 








The Chuo publishes a comparative table 
showing the amount of silk exported from 
Yokohama to Europe and America during the 






















past three years, Thus:— 
Firms. America. Europe. Totals. 
Bales, Bales, —_ Bales. 
No. r oo L315 651 1,266 
No, 2 825 1,403 2,232 
No. 38 1470 «1.579 
35° 953 
= 21 
bad 793 
13 23 
ti 375 
129 187 
is 2.415 8,277 
No. 2,874 5.277 
No. 95 632 2,399 21732 
No. 164 = ‘904 ‘904 
No. 168 . 025 55 _§.090 
No. 177 « - 120 120 
No. 179 = 390 390 
No. 198 1.795 1,352 3.147 
No, 200 44. 100 = 100 
No. 206 . - 1,073 1,073 
No. 209 1,916 ‘599 2,451 
No, 216 oe 246 
No, 221 . 115 789 
Silke Trading C 492 5.833 
itsui Bussa = 1,821 
10 1797 
18,126 49,796 


The output of tea for this year will show 
considerable decrease, and the marked apprecia- 
tion of commodities and of rice in particular 
will inevitably lead to the increase of expenses of 
manniacture, A rise in the price of the leaf 
is, under these circumstances, certain. Last 
year the new leaf was quoted at 40 yen, but 
the quotation for this year will probably not 
fall below 46 yen, the estimated average being 
32 yen as against-26 yen of last year. If the 
price falls below this rate, tea growers will be 
unable to cover their expenditure, and will have 
to abandon business entirely. As Yokohama 
dealers have to manufacture the tea at their 
own expense, and as a steady enhancement in 
wages and freight has to be met, the price 
abroad will probably be 40 or 50 per cent. higher 
than last year. Whether America will accept 
tea at these rates is a question that remains to 
be proved. Serious anxiely is entertained as 
to the likelihood of Japanese teas being super- 
seded in America by the Ceylon leaf. 





Under the heading ‘The conclusion of the 
Chinese question,” the Fifi says: Germany is 
unusually quiescent of Jate, and it seems that she 
is inclined to cultivate intimacy with England. 
Mr. Balfour, speaking in Parliament on Eng- 
lish policy towards China, said :—* Both Eng- 
land and Germany have common interests. 
and I hope the two countries will work in 
harmony.” Russia and Germany have now en- 
lirely ceased opposition to England's lease of 
Wei-hai-wei, while England in_turn has with- 











held all objection to Russia’ vere} ot Ble" you tell me that the difference in patent law | 


Arthar and Talien and of Germany's seizure of 
Kaio-chow. France, too, having skilfully avoid 
ed protests from her two formidable rivals, has 
secured the occnpation of Kwang-chow. The 
dismemberment of China has thus been brought 
to an end for the time being. But Japan ought 
not to be content with the remainder of the In- 
demnity ; she should consider it absolutely 
necessary to make some arrangements in China 
or Korea for the preservation of the balance of 
power. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 
eg 
‘THE NEW TARIFE, 


To tae Evitor of THE “JAPAN Matt.” 
Sin,—I was pleased to see your article this 








morning as to the new Tariff. Personally Tam 
clined to hope the Japanese Government will 
not give notice of their intention to enforce the 








New Duties uatil afier the AusteosHungatian 
Treaty has been ratified and that then they will 
take advantage of their rights and enforce the 
new scale of Duties at the earliest possible date. 


The present state of affairs has its advantages, as 














it prevents, or at least checks, the speculative im- 
port that would take place il a six monihs’ notice 
of anew Tariff were given, as the doubt that now 
exists prevents speculative import lo a great de- 
gree which would be very disastrous with the 
Heavy stocks of most goods already here. The 
‘Tatiff question has undoubtedly unsettled business 
for some time past, and the sooner something de- 
finite is known the better it would be for trade in 
general, particularly if that notice will not allow 
time for speculative import from the producing 
centres. 


Yours faithfully, 
Yokohama, April isch. 








A.B.C. 





THE DOSHISHA. 


To rue Epiror ov THE “JAPAN Mait.” 

Sin,—In my recent communication respecting 
the Harris Science School I wrote as follows :— 
“ Under the guidance of the trustees the Science 
School is no help to the cause of Christ, the Do- 
shisha is not a Christian University, and there 
ave no evangelical Cluistians in the school.” 

So fae as the Hartis Science School, which was 
the subject of my letter, 1s concerned that sentence 
is exacily ue; but if applied to all the depart- 
ots of the school it would be unjust to Prof. 
C. M. Cadey, the one foreign teacher in the school 
(who was not in my mind wien I wrote) and per- 
haps to one or more Japanese teachers, As [am 
anxious not to do injustice to any one pern 2 
to say that if my words be applied to all pacts of 
the school the above exceptions should be made, 

I may add hete that at the recent Graduating 
Exercises in the school no Christian hymn, prayer, 
reading of scripture, or allusion to Chiristia 
was heard from beginning to end. ‘This silence 
at the hebest of the Mombusho indicates the pre- 
sent position of Cluistianity in the school. 


Lam, very truly yours, M. L. GORDON. 
Kyoto, April 16h, 1808. 


























JAPAN, 


To tHe Epitor or tHe “ Japan Maiy.” 

Six,—L have to thank you for the liberal space 
which you allotted to my former letter, and also 
for the great pains which you took in replying to 
it. [tis with great celuctance that Lagain trespass 
upon your kindness, 

Tiegret that the substitution of “why should T 
consider myseli aggrieved” for “why should J 
consider himself” (as I wrote it) should have 
made what you call the mélange worse confound- 
ed. But let that pass. 

Extratersitoriality (magnificent word!) has in 
point of fact very litle to do with foreign oc Japas 
hese patents, as you must acknowledge, il you 
take a single example. 
machine, and patents it i 
gels a quantity made 


FOREIGN PATENTS ID 














J invents a new sewing 
Japan and Britain, B 
Germany or some other 
neutral count thout J's licence, and dumps 
down a shipload in Yokohama. He may perhaps 
sell one or two tu the fureigh tailors within the 
settlement, and to that extent defraud J of his 
lawlul profits; but if he sells a single one to a 
Jupanese, the machine is confiscated, and the 
purchaser liable to punishment under the Japanese 
law, Itistrue that the law cannot tonch the vend= 
or, but the protection of the patentee is perlectly 
effectual. 


























practice between the United States and the con- 
sular courts of other nations was discussed ad 
nauseam yeas ago, I will try to obtain informa- 
tion about it elsewhere: but I really should be 
glad to know if an American subject obtains any 
teciprocal advantages. Reciprocity seems to be 
“a thing we often hear about, but very seldom 
ser.” 

Since I failed, even alter careful study, to com- 
da cettain paragraph in the sense in which 
you intended it to be taken (which was perhaps 
not entively my fault) | may perhaps have mis- 
understood another one, in your leader of 2th 
March, Is it really true thats 

“The subjects or citizens of any State belong- 
ing to the International Union (&.) are enti- 
ed to enjoy in ail the other States with respect 
to patents or trade marks whatever advantages 
they enjoy in their own State under its own laws. 
Thus patents and trade marks duly registered in 
Great Britain, for example, will become entitled 
lo protection in Japan—(of course after Japan 
joins the Union) 7” 

Ttisteported that when the Ordinarily Intelli- 
gent Person learnt for the first time that a patent 
registered in one country was equally valid in a 
dozen others, he chortled in his joy,” and mat- 
velled that his intelligence had never led him to 
discover the fact before. He is now inquiring 
which of the dozen or so countries is prepared to 
grant the said comprehensive patent at the chea 
pest rate. I regret extremely to be obliged to add 
that certain depraved individuals of the other class 
(or classes)—“‘said no word to indicate a doubt, 
but put their thumb unto their nose, and spread 
their fingers out ‘ 

‘The gesture is vulgar, but expressive. 


&e. 
































Yours, 


W. SILVER HALI., 


{As to the International Union, we did not of course mean to 
ay that registration in any one country confers patent pi 
all the rest, but only that the subjects of each State 
led to enjoy, in all the other States (as reaards 
tents’, whatever advantages their respective laws grant to 
cir own subjects. This is beside the origival questions, how- 
ever. Mr. Hall now sees that his views about consular juris- 
diction were mistaken. —Ep. /.2f,] 




















“TENKEN ZUML. 


To THe Epttor or THE “JAPAN MAIL.” 

Sin—Now that the Boards of Health (Eisei 
Kyoku) of the various towns and cities are make 
ing thete annual rounds of the houses to see if the 
dust under the bottom of the fatam? has been brush= 
ed off, perhaps a few words as to their efficiency or 
hon-efficiency may he profitable. 

I was passing along astreet the other day where 
two physicians liveone of them a graduate of the 
Imperial University, and saw the work going on 
of cleaning out the open sewers on each side of 
the street. ‘he vilest, blackest stuff imaginable 
was being piled up in heaps, and alterwards carts 
came along pretending to take it up. But no 
effort was made to take up more than the bulky 
part, leaving the ground covered at each leap witht 


y |black slime that must dry in the sun and be swept 


up by the residents along the street. Thus move 
fever germs are scattered about than if the ditch 
had been let alone. 

A lew days ago a member of the Board of 
Health came to my house to see if my tatam? had 
been dusted under the bottom, He lilted up one 
or two aud then handed me a slip of paper on 
which was printed the three characters, RABI 
(Tenken-zumi), certifying that every spor or dot 
had been examined and approved hygienically. I 
have his certificate pasted up on my front door ; 
did it at his request. As he bowed himself ont ot 
the door I asked him if pasting that piece of 
paper over my door would keep out all contagious 
diseases during the year. He looked at me to see 
if T were joking and then laughingly said he 
would not guarantee that, 

Then I sat down and began to think how utterly 
silly and worthless such an inspection is, He 





























seems to have fio thought of anything except the 
He pays no 


accumulated dust under the mats, 
attention to the vile cesspool in my 
yard that overflows and comes 
front gate, and to my neighbours’ bath water 
is turned loose and forms a stench within two feet 
‘of my back door. There are more typhoid germs 
in these open ditches and staguant water than in a 
whole decade of collected dust on the bottom of 
the tatams. 

Prison reform is a good thing, but most of 
hope to keep out of prisons, and to my mind it 
more important to foreigners (o agitate against the 
primitive and childish hygienic methods pursued 
by the average city and town Board of Health, 


WILL PATTILLO. 


















Agi i ahds esos, 
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MIXED RESIDENCE AND TAXATION, 


To Tax Epitor ov THe } Jaraw Marz. 

Sir,—-Lately in passing through Sendai I heard 
that one of the missionaties there had taken the 
trouble ta call on the Mayor of the City to inquire 
about what a missionary would have to pay in 
taxation, when the treaties go into effect. Upo 
a careful estimate it was concluded that in Sendai 
the taxes for the average Missionary family would 
be about sixty yen per year. 

The missionary fraternity there are considerably 
excited on the subject and others will be likewise 
affected when they hear of it, 

When the subject of taxation was a little f 
ther off, it was " politics,” and those devoting th 
time to religion could not waste time on the 
subject. 

low that 














their pockeis are being touched 
divectly, they commence to wake up. What is to 
be done? I hear that Buddhist priests are ex- 
npi from taxation ; wil the Christian ministry 
veceive the same treatment ? 

Or will the societies make appropriations to 
pay the tax, giving us an example of what the 
* Protectionists ” at ome tell usis the case: The 
tariff is not a tax, and the foreigners pay it 
will the missionaries pay their share of taxes like 
others? 

Certainly from now forward all foreigners will 
be much interested in the tax system of the cou 
try, and the line of action (hey may take will have 
to be determined upon. 

They cannot own land, that is fixed by treaties. 

They must pay income taxes, even though that 
income comes from abroad, as it were. 

T can only hope that they, with all other foe 
reigners, and Japanese ax well, will see that the 
only place that taxes can be located without hutl- 
ing labour and capital, is on Zand rent. 

Tf the community taxes the land rent properly, 
it will necessarily lower the rent of land to the 
user. 

‘Taxing land makes it cheap ; hence it will be to 
the interest of all tenants to have land taxed till 
it falls to zero in speculative price. 

This has the additional advantage of being 
just. 

: When this subject has been brought to the 
tention of missionaries they have seen the j 
of the system and have become Single Taxers. 

They have a good field in which to work a noble 
reform. 

When the community generally learns that the 
law of wages and that of rent taxation are i 
sepatably connected, they will worik for a system 
of land tax that will give the highest wages, 

Patrick Edward Wade, the great philosopher of 
Scotland, has shown clearly that there are only 
two things that can be taxed, labor and land, A 
tax on labor is a curse, man is lazy enough not 
to averwork, without discou aging him with taxes 
for working, ‘Taxing bare land up to its rental 
value, and exempting all improvements, e 
tages labor by torcing land into use and by gi 
labor and capital their full earnings. 

We cannot deny Henry George's premises 
without denying that God has given men equal 
natural rights, lo the use of themselves, aud that 
the value of land is given by the presence of the 
Commur Ifwe accept his premises, we must 
his conclusions, that by means of taxation, the 
universal right to land can be preserved to the 
advantage of Labor, al, and the Cu ys 

Here then is the solution of the ions till 
we accept and apply it, we will have tiouble, 
We must take the right or the weong side of this 
question ; which will il be? ? 

I, for one, am for the Single Tax. 


CHAS. E. GARST, 
Akita, Apeil 14th, 1898. 
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THE JAPANESE AND AMERICAN 
SCHOOL SYSTEMS. 


To THe Epitoe oF THe “JAPAN Matt.” 

Sin,—One of your correspondents, endeavouring 
to exoneraie the Bureau of Education fiom blame 
for discriminating against religion in dealing with 
the problem of education, made certain statements 
which are untrue, in tegard to the school systems 
of America and Japan, which may therefore 1 
lead the public, although [acquit lim of any ine 
tention to mislead. 

He says the school system of Japan is founde 
on that of Amer rand: asin Pale ‘eligi eee 
wisely excluded by the State. Now i hy this is 
meant that the Japanese system is # copy of the 
American it is untrue iu several particulars. 

1. Tn the first place, in America the Educational 
Systems, as they may be called, are State systems 






































only. There is wo wil National system as 
some here in Japa to suppoversthough 
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there are ce 
them all. 
other. 

2. All the American common school systems 
agree in this, that the schools are open to all child- 
sen of school age without money and without price, 
and in some localities the school-books for econo- 
my’s sake are also furnished. This is quite 
different from the Japanese system, which charges 
fees insignificant in themselves but sufficient to 
exclude the childre 
most need state aid in getting an education, 

3+ In some States, attendance at school is made 
compulsory for a cettain number of weeks yearly 
But provi- 
sion is made that if a child is attending a private 
or parochial school where it is receiving a due 
amount. of secular instruction, such attendance 
¢ deemed a fulfilment of the law, 

There is no desive on the part of the State to 
discriminate against private or religious schools, 
providing they fulfil the secular requirements 
the State indeed welcomes the co-operation of 
vate persons and religious societies in promoting 
education and virtue and often assists financially. 
This does not seem to be the case in Japan, 

4. In some of the States the reading of the 
Bible daily without note or comment is (or was al 
my latest information) required by law, and when 
hot required is in some States at least permitted, 

5. Some States by judicial dec have fore 
bidden the reading of the Bible and religious 
instruction in the public schools on the ground 
that religious instruction is not within the province 
of the State but rather of the Church and the home 
(a very sound position it appears to me), and in 
view of the practical difficulty that arises in a 
population of mixed religious opinions, of doing 
justice by them all as should be done in au institu- 
lion supported by the taxation of all, But the 
whole moral instruction vests upon a commonly 
understood Chuistian basis, and the literature of 
the schools also does so, 

6. But as religion would not be allowed to be 
directly taught in the public schools of most of 
the States, so in no American State would the tea- 
ching of inreligion and the despisal of religious 
sanctions and considerations by a public school 
teacher be tolerated, If Iam correctly imformed, 
such is not the case in Japan, 

7. If the object of the Japanese Goverment is 
to secure the education of its people on the Ame- 
rican plan, it should freely provide for the 
education of all the children of Japan, and if their 
secular instruction comes up to the required stan 
dard, itshould welcome aid from all institutions 
without regard to the religions question so long as 
pupils are not taught to beimmoeral, [certainly 
should vot discriminate against religions schools. 

I is claimed that the policy of the Japanese 
Government is ta recognize no religion, and to such 
a policy, impartially ad tered, Ido not here 
object, but T would ask for information ifthe pri 

ot taught in the Government 
Schools, and if is’ wot vegarded as a 
religion by a large and influential section of the 
population, and if it is not under Government pat 
tonage as the established religion of the State? 1 
have supposed this to be so, But if the above be 
true, what hecomes of your corespondent’s praise 
of the Japanese school-system as closely following 
the Ametican system in ignoring religion? 

Te is not the ignoring of religion that L now 
object to (though this might fursish matter for 
consideration), but the discrimination against 
celigi in the case of the Déshisha, 
Thet partial way would seem to be to regard 
all schools according to their secul.« mecits and 
Weat ail persons applying for public employment 
according to theit characier and acquitements, 
without regard to the institutions fom) which 
they may have come; a position which Tam glad 
to see The Mail is justly advocati 


- 
Yours truly, EDGAR LEAVI 
April 19h, 1898. 
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They ave wholly independent of each 















































































as 

















THE JAPANESE CODE OF CRIMINAL 
PROCEDURE. 


To tHe Epitox or THE “JAPAN Mat.” 
Sin,—I feel vather astonished at your criticism 
of the English version of ihe above, and more than 
astonished at your remark—" inasmuch as the 
French tanslation had the advantage of being 
revised by M. de Boissonade himself, the simplest 
plan for anyour propasing to make an English 
version would be to take the French as a basis,” 
My exrnest endeavour was to reproduce the 
sense of he Japanese original, and not only did T 
Hot attempt to tauslate Hom the French teanslas 
tion, but, 4s a matter of fact, T did not even know 
that_a copy of thiy Code existed in French, I 




















oti 4 copy of the French translation of the old 


of the poorer classes who| 


Chizai-H6 (promulgated July, 1880) but not of 
the Keiji-Soshd-H6 of 1890. 

I cordially agree that the Freuch versions of the 
Articles quoted by you are more explicit and ace 
curate, if you are considering the text from a 
rely technical point of view, but it must not be 
forgotten that certain passages of the Japanese 
original itself are neither “explicit” wor "4 
curate,” and that some are even capable of being 
translated in more than one sense 
If the examples you have furnished are fairly 
trative of the French translation, I respect- 
fully venture to express the opinion that it is far 
too explicit and accurate,” as words occur which 
are not to be found in’ the original, M, de 
Boissonade’s work is, no doubt, most thorough 
and admirable in every respect as a piece of 
“explicit and accurate” French legal comp 
tion, but it evidently does not agree verbatin 
with the Japanese text which, especially in some 
places, appears to be ihe,merestiskeleton of some- 
thing the writer ought to have stated in so m: 
distinct words and wot left to the vivid imag 
tion of readers to supply. 

In short, I submit that M. de Boissonade’s 
French translation reads as the compilers of the 
Code wished the Law to read, while the English 
version reproduces the meaning they actually 
succeed in conveying in the Japanese origi 
and, like the Japanese, it has been left without 
any of those touches which might be deemed 
necessary to add verisimilitude to an otherwise 
bald and uninteresting narrative. 

Yours respectfully, 

‘THE TRANSLATOR. 


Yokohama United Club, 20th April, 1898, 



















































THE SALVATION ARMF. 









Aumy in Japan, a correspondent 
as been just reinforced by the arrival of five 
jan officers, three men andtwowomen, They 
acrived at Yokohama on the Yamashiro Maru and 
after an informal welcome at this port were taken to 
Tokyo, where a very successful meeting was held 
in the Y.M.C.A, hall at Kanda, lent to the Atmy 
for the occasivn. Que of the most interestiny 
features of the meeting was the transformati 
of the officers. After the singing of an English 
song in their Western clothes they retired to antes 
rooms and shortly afterwards reappeared in full 
Japanese costume, singing an Army song in the 
vernacular, ‘The effect was much appreciated by 
the large audience, 

The three male officers have received appoint- 
ments in Tokyo. ‘The two women officers will 
lake up the visitation of the ships and residents of 
Yokohama ov bebalf of the Army funds, Ensiga 
Miss Hatcher, who has for some time cariied on 
the work, having been appointed to the oversight 
of the Acmy work in the Okayama District, 






























THE STABBING AFFRAY IN BLOOD 


TOWN. . 
sf Ss 

On Tuesday, at H.B.M,’s Consulate, before his 
Honour Judge Wilkinson and a Juty, David 
Logan was ‘indicted for feloviousiy wound. 
John Jacobson with intent to do him bodily harm; 
and on a second count for unlawfully wounding. 

Mr. Litchfield appeared to prosecute, 

One of the Jurors summoned, Mi. William 
Gordor, was not present, and was fined $50. The 
Jury was eventually sworn in as follows: Messts. 
F. H. Bull, C,H. Fearon, W.H Gomez, W. K. 
Tresize, and H. Ivison, 

Mr. Litchfield, in opening the case for the 
Crown, outlined the ciscumsiances, and, comments 
ing on the condition in which it was alleged prisoner 
was at the time of the struggle, said dr 
no excuse for crime, but it 
det ng whether the wound was inflicted 
with intent to do bodily harm. If they considered 
prisoner concealed the knife on his person with 
intent to wound Jacobson they would find h 
guilty on the first count; if not, and they were still 
satisfied that the assault had been committed, they 
wonld convict on the second count, 

Thomas Hall Trippler, surgeon, said that on 
March 17th a wounded men was brought to his 
office. His name was John Jacobson, Witness ex. 
amined him and (ound an incised wound over the 
left side of the forehead, from which the man had 
been bleeding freely: there was also a wound on 
the cheek, another on the scalp, another at the 
back of the neck, and another in the cavity of 
the abdomen, The wounds about the head and 
face were not dangerous; but that in the abdos 
men was a very dangerous one, It penetrated 











































































the cavity of the abdomen, passing through 
the skiw afl iusdles forming the walls of the 
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abdomen and piercing 10 the extent of an inch 
anda half. Itdid not, however, injure any vital 
portion, though it must have been very near it. 
The wound might have been caused by such an 

ment as the knife produced, He had mea- 
the blade of the knife and the width of the 
cuts in Jacobson’s clothing, and found they cor- 
responded, Jacobson was under treatment at the 
hospital for nearly a fortnight. 

By prisoner—Jacobson left the hospital before 
witness expected, as he wished to go to Hakodate. 
He was convalescent when he left. 

Robert Jones, publ 
man's Club, said on March 17th, between six and 

he heard a disturbance outside his 

ing out he saw prisoner and Jacob- 
ig logetier. He first saw Jacobso 
Knock prisoner down, Prisoner got up a 
butas he was “ awful drunk’ he was soon knocke 
going away 

to fight, and 
held a knife up in his hand, Jacobson came 
back and closed on him, and as he closed a 
Japanese policemen jumped on prisoner’s back. 
Prisoner then brought down his hand with the 
f present all the 
ntecfering; they 




































time, but the crowd prevented his 
merely wented to see the sport.” 

By prisoner—Witness had seen Jacobso 
the night of the fight. He said he was auxious to 
get aboard his ship. Witness had not prosecuted 
in the case on the advice of anybody, 

William Williams, attendant at the Royal Naval 
Hospital, said he was with the last witness on 
March 17th, playing billiards, He saw the knife 
in prisone |, and cried “ Look out, he has a 
Knife.” He and last witness afterwards went in- 
doo 

John Neary, deposed that he was talking with 
Jacobson and aman named Parrett, when prisoner 
passed by. Jacobson went away, and witness 
afterwards head a noise, and saw ptisoner, who 
was very drunk, maicing a disturbance with aman 
named Pratt, Witness and Parrett interfered, 
but “could get no sense out of prisoner,” as he 
was very diunk. They went away a little, but 
heard another disturbance, and, going back, saw 
prisoner and Jacobson on the ground together. 
He could not say exactly what took place, but at 
the end of it he saw Jacobson wounded and 
bleeding. Witness did not see a knife used. 
ee Charles Parrett gave similar evidence, 

eil Gordon Munro, surgeon and physi 
ian, said he examined Jacobson after his adm 
sion to the Hospital, He had three wounds, one 
on the forehead, one on the sight temple, and 
another on the abdomen, The abdominal wound 
was deep, and of a decidedly serious nature, Five 
layers of clothes were penetrated by the kuile be- 
fore it reached the abdor ‘The first night was 
a very anxious one, but no bad symptoms super- 
vened, and the recovery was uninteriupted, 

The only remark Jacobson made 
erning the affait while in hospital 
was that he did not wish to prosecute, 

‘The evidence of several Japanese police wit- 
hevses was given through the mterpretation of Mr. 
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ners, 

Mr. R. G. E. Forster, Acting Consul-General, 
deposed that he had communicated with the 
Swedish Consul as to the production of Jol 
Jacobson, and had received a reply. 

‘The Judge, however, decided that this could not 
be putin, 

‘This was the case for the prosecution, 

Prisoner called Samuel Pratt, an American 
citizen keeping a boarding house at No. 97; but 
the witness gave negat to all lis ques- 
tions, and appeared to know nothing of the matter. 

Avert Kerkchoff, a Hollander, usually known 
as Anderson, was also called, but his evidence was 
not material, 

Prisoner made a short statement to the effect 
that Jacobson was the original aggressor, and 
drew attention to the fact that he had already 
been sentenced to ane month’s imprisonment for 
drunkenness aud six weeks for ass He was 
unable to engage a solicitor through lack of 
means, and was thus handicaped in his defence. 

The Judge, in summing up, remarked that 
the evidence was all one,way; there was no doubt 
an assault was committed, and there was absolu- 
tely no evidence in any way ‘o justify it, As 
counsel for the prosecution had very properly 
pointed out. however, they must consider prison- 
er’s intoxicated condition at the time with 
reference to the question of intent. Ii they 
decided that he had no intention 10 wound Jacob- 
sou or that he was incapable of forming aw inten 
tion at the time they would convict him on the 
count of unlawlully wounding only, 

The Jury retired, and after five Tninutes? absence 


returned with a verdict of CO on 8 I ant 



































of unlawfully woundi 























The Judge said he thoroughly concurred in the 
verdict, ‘The Jury had taken a very merciful view 
of the case. Prisoner had cause to thank God that 
he was not being tried for his life; he had had a 

row escape,for the wound might easily have been 
fatal, He (the Judge), taking into consideration the 
finding of the Jury, should sentence prisoner to 
eight months’ hard labour, the sentence tocom- 
mence from that day and to run concurrently with 
any sentences prisoner mighi be serving at present. 











THE ARMAMENT RACE, 
eg 

A. summary of the British Navy Estimates for 
1898-9 hows that the net total of the Estimates 
amounts to £23,778,000, an increase of £1,440,000 
compared with the origi ‘supplementaryesti- 
mates of the current financial year, The increased 
number of officers, men, and boys proposed neces- 
sitates a further increase in nearly every vote con- 
nected with the personnel. The aggregate of 
those votes exceeds by £446,300 the provi 
made for the same services in 189798. The 
Works Vote does not differ materially trom that 
of the last year 
an increase of £1,571,000 over the original esti- 
mates of 1897-98. But of this a sum of about 
£1,400,000 vepresents provision for expenditure, 
which, but for the prolonged labour difficulties, 
would have been met last year. 

The total number of officers, seamen, boys, 
coast-guard, and Royal Marines voted for the 
year 1897-98 was 100,050, an increase ou the pre 
vious year of 6,300. The additional numbers 
entered were disthbuted, as always, over the whole 
year, each month showing an increase on its pre- 
decessor. On February rst the figure stood at 
98.652. It may be regarded as certain that the 
aggregate voted will be practically obtained by 
April rst. The Estimates for the year 1898 99 
include provision for a further increase of 6,340 
officers, men, and boys. ‘The sea-going 
ship Calfiope has been commissioned as 
tional tender to the Northampton for the 
enuy of lads. One thousand and seventy-ni 
lads were entered through these training-ships 

ing the twelve months euded March 31s, 1897, 
id 808 more in the nine months ended Christ. 
mas, 1897, Steps have been taken to increase the 
scale of rations laid down for the lads trained in 
ving training-ships. Experience has 
shown that the naval ration might with advantage 
be enlarged in the case of lads taken at an age of 
rapid growth, and placed suddenly in an une 
accustomed occupation, involving much physical 
exertion and exposure to weather. With the view 
of retaining. as many artificers as possible alter 
they have completed time for pension, an Order 
in Council has been obtai 
room and other artisan ra 
a day “extens 
men who remai 
time for pension, 

The total number of Royal Marine reciuits 
eaixed during the year was 2,665. The class of 
recruit taken was faily up to the average as to 
physical conditions, age, and stature, notwithe 
standing the additional numbers necessary to be 
ised. An increased scale of ration has been 
anted to the recruit while under taining. Ao 
increase, both of bread and meat, has been made 
to their daily allowance, 

‘The Royal Naval Reserve of Officers is so po» 
pula, and the great Mercantile Marine companie- 
do so much to enconage their officers to joi 
that atthe present moment, when there is not a 
vacancy on the lists, there are at the Admisally 
154 applications for entry (com eligible candidates. 
Its as yet premature to judge of the probable re- 
sult of the changes announced last year with the 
view of putting a farger number of men though « 
six months’ taining in the Fleet, The age was 
reduced from 19 to 18 years, as it was felt that the 
younger men would adapt themselves more easily 
to the different life on board a man-of-war; and 
for the same reason it was decided that young men 
should be allowed to embark direct for six months’ 

6g as soon as they had completed 28 days’ 
stead of first serving for two years in the 
Reserve, provided they were well reported upon. 
At the completion of their drill, and having passed 
the auiked examination, they might be rated 
“ qualihed ” seamen at the age of 20. The num- 
ber for which it is considered that accommoda- 
tion can advantageously be found on board ships 
atone time is 600. At the present time 543 are 
embarked. 

Work bas been so seviously affected by the 
labour difficulties, that it is even now impossible 
to say how far the anticipaied expenditure ov this 







































































in the Service after completing 
































The Shipbuilding Vote shows|’ 





contracts spreading over several years, the post- 
ponement of work for six or seven months throws 
forward the instalments to later dates, and the 
general effect is to delay the dates of completion 
of mauy important ships by a period practically 
equivalent to the duration of the dispute. The 
Mtustrious and Hannibal have been delayed co 
siderably, but it is pated that they will 

practically completed at the close of the financial 
year, The six battleships of the Canopus class 
have suffered most severely—the Ocean and 
Goliath more especially, and the launch of the 
latter has been delayed some months. 

In the coming financial year it is proposed to 
commence : 

3 Battleships. 
4 Acmoured cruisers. 
4 Sloops. 

Of these, the three battleships 
will be built in the dockyards, and the remainder 
by contract in private yards, Tucluding new 
orders, the following vessels will be under con- 
struction or completing during 18898-9 t— 

12 Battleships. 
16 First-class cruisers, 
6 Secondeclass cruisers. 
10 Third-class cruisers, 
6 Sloops. 
4 Twin-screw gunboats, 
41 Torpedo Boat Destroyers. 
1 Royal yacht. 
A new and more powerful 6.iveh quick firing 
gun than the present one has, after exhaustive 
trials, been adopted, rite caasuiuteeines tet 
future ships is procee For the first time 
since the introduction of quick filing guns it has 
been fouitd possible to produce a gun which, while 
able to fire with safety and rapidly, does not re- 
quire the expensive and heavy brass cartridgecase 

hich has hitherto been thought indispensa mi 

e adoption of this plan will cause a great sa 
in the cost and weight of ammunition and of the 
space required to stow it. 

‘The various increases and decreases may be thus 
summarised :— 

Cost of Personiel .sssesssseesn £414,000 
Shipbuilding, Repairs, 8c. «171,000 
Naval Armaments. 
Works and Miscell: 
Non-Effective Services... 

















nd two sloops 




















£25800 





42,000 
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1, 220 225,800 
& icciee Sac 


Net increase .. £1,440.400 











LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 
-——_ 
(Buow ane Jaraw Tras’) 


UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 





|.| REPRESENTATIVES’ COMMITTEE’S REPORT 


PASSED BY BIG MAJORITY. 
MORE MEDIATION BY THE POWERS. 


AMERICAN LINERS TO BE TURNED INTO 
CRUISERS, 
DON CARLOS TO THE RESCUE. 
London, April 14. 
The Washington House of Representa- 
re has passed the Committee's report 
y 322 against 19 votes. Voting in the 
Rete takes place to-morrow. War is 
now scarcely avoidable. It is reported 
,| that the Powers contemplate again mediat- 
ing, this time on more definite lines. 
The United States Navy Department has 
decided to purchase the American liners 
St. Louis and St. Paul as auxiliary cruisers, 
Don Carlos has issued a manifesto, in 
which he declares that if the Government 
will not take up America’s glove, he will 
come to Spain himself. 
NATIONAL SUBSCRIPTION TO INCREASE 
SPAIN’S FLEET. 
SPANISH MINISTER AT WASHINGTON 
RECALLED. 
CONGRESS RESOLUTIONS SANCTIONED BY 
PRESIDENT MCKINLEY. 
London, April 16. 
The Spanish Government has opened a 
national subscription to increase the Fleet. 
The Queen-Regent heads the list with 





head will fall short, but it is estimated that it 
will amount to about £2,270,000, of which 
1,400,000 will fall on 1898-99. 









one million pesetas. The Spanish Cabi- 


| pet has authorized the immediate recall of 


tative at Washington. Pre- 
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sident McKinley has sanctioned the reso- 
lutions of Congress. 


SENATE RECOGNIZES THE CUBAN 
REPUBLIC. 

ALL SOVEREIGNTY DISCLAIMED. 
MOBILISATION OF STATE TROOPS. 
ANTI-AMERICAN DEMONSTRATIONS IN 
SPAIN. 

London, April 18. 
The Senate has adopted by 67 votes to 
21 the Committee’s resolution, with 
amendments recognizing a Republic in 
Cuba. The amendments further disclaim 
all intention of exercising sovereignty in 
Cuba, except in so far as to ensure paci- 
fication, and assert the determination 
thereafter to leave the Government to the 
inhabitants. A deadlock between the two 
Houses of Congress is probable, America 
has chartered four American Atlantic 
Liners. Eight regiments have been or- 
dered up from New Orleans, seven from 
Mobile, and seven from Tamos. The 
Spanish Cabinet has decided to convert 
the Spanish Transatlantic Company’s 
steamers into warships, Anti-American 
demonstrations are being held throughout 
Spain. 
THE TwO HOUSES AGREED. 
NO RECOGNITION CLAUSE. 
A THREE DAYS’ GRACE TO SPAIN. 
PROPOSED NATIONAL WAR FORCE. 
London, April 20. 
The Conference between the committees 
of the two Houses has agreed to the 
Senate’s resolution omitting the clause 
recognizing the Cuban Republic. Presi- 
dent McKinley will not sign the resolution 
before to-morrow to await the completion 
of the ultimatum wherein he favours 
giving Spain three days to comply, and 
also with the view of securing the comple- 
tion of the arrangements for striking a 
decisive blow. A bill has been introduced 
into the Senate creating a national war 
force by calling upon all able-bodied men 
between 18 and 45 for three years’ service. 
RESOLUTIONS SIGNED BY PRESIDENT. 
SPANISH MINISTER LEAVES. 
ULTIMATUM DELIVERED. 
SPAIN BROUGHT TO BAY. 
UPHOLDS HER RIGHTS OVER CUBA. 


PRIVATEERING TO BE NO PART OF 
THE WAR. 
London, April 21. 
President McKinley has signed the 
resolutions of Congress. The Spanish 
Minister has demanded his passports. An 
ultimatum has been delivered at Madrid, 
compliance being required by Saturday, 
the American Minister meanwhile remain- 
ing in Madrid. The Spanish Cortes have 
been opened. The speech from the 
Throne upholds Spain’s rights over Cuba. 
It_is officially announced that America 
will not resort to privateering. 


THE FRENCH LEASE OF KWANG- 
CHANWAN. 


London, April 19. 

The report of the lease of Kwangchan- 
wan to France is confirmed. 
CONGRESS IN CONFLICT ON THE 

SPANISH RESOLUTIONS. 

The Washington House of Representa- 
tives has amended the Senate’s resolutions, 
eliminating the clause referring to the 
recognition of the Cuban Republic. The 
Senate refused to accept the amendment, 


whereupon the House requested(a é I Osaka, Apiil ; 
Y use requess » April 19 
ference, to which the Sdiiate agile OI $8, C asuailan of the railway between | 





(Srectan ro THe “ Jaran Mat.”) 
P. AND O. STEAMER QUARANTINED. 
Nagasaki, April arst, 1898. 

The P. and O. mail steamer Kohsila arrived 
this morning with one Chinese fireman suffer- 
ing from plague: He was landed and sent to 
the isolation hospital ; the vessel will be disin- 
fected to-morrow, and will be detained in 
quarantine one week, Mails disinfected and 
forwarded to-day. 





(Brom Japanese Paras.) 


FORMOSAN AFFAIRS. 

Twatutia (Formosa), April 15. 
Mr. Sakurai, Governor of Teckcham pretec- 
ture, has been ordered to proceed to Tokyo, it 
is believed on business concerning the organiza- 

tion of his office. 
GREAT FIRE AT TOYAMA. 

Toyama, April 15. 

To-day at 5 p.m., fire broke out in Johata 








street, Higashi-tonami-gori, and burned down 
several hundred houses, 
COUNT ITAGAKI ON THE STUMP. 
Morioka, April'16th, 
Count Itagaki and his followers arrived here 
last night; they will attend a meeting at the 
Tobaku-tai-kwai today, and deliver political 
speaches at the Jujisawaze theatre. 
SAPPORO HARBOUR IMPROVEMENT. 
Sapporo, April 16. 
A meeting to investigate matters in connection 
with the harbour construction at Sapporo has 
been called and a committee appointed. 
FIRE AT KANAZAWA. 
Kanazawa, April 16, 
Yesterday at 3 p.m. fire broke out in Enami 
street and burned down a post office and 90 





Hi OSAKA LIBERALS. 
Osaka, April 16, 
The members of the Osaka branch of the 
Liberal party will hold a meeting on the 24th 
inst, at the Osaka Hotel to discu mportant 
questions of the day, At the same time they 
will appoint representatives to attend the Tokyo 
general meeting which will be held shortly. 
PRINCE HENRY AT SHANGHAI. 
Shanghai, April 16. 
here to-day by the 





Prince Heury arrived 
cruiser Gefion. 
FIRE AT KAGOSHIMA. 
Kagoshima, April 16 
Last night at g o'clock fire broke out at 
Seisas-machi and destroyed a number of 
honses, 
‘THE KOREAN CABINED, 
S6ul, April 19. 
To-day Bin-yei-ki was appointed Minister for 
the Army, 
BANKERS’ CONFERENCE, 
Osaka, April 19. 
A conference of the Western Bankers was 
held on the 17th inst, at the Osaka Hotel. 
There were 224 representatives of 182 banks 
present. Mr, Matsumoto took the chair and 
those present discussed some important ques- 
tions and afterwards dined together. 
CASUALTY TO A.N.V K. SIEAMER. 
Hakodate, April 16. 
The N.Y.K.'s steamer Soya Maru, 1.725 
tons register, yesterday ran on a submerged 
rock on the coast of Benten island, while 
making for this port, Tt is said that she is 
seriously damaged and that twenty thousand 
piculs of rice in her holds is water damaged 
The cause of the accident is reported to have 
been a heavy fog, during which her position 
was mistaken. 
EARTHQUAKE. 
Gifu, April 19 
At 7.30 this morning a sharp earthquake 
shock occurred here, 
CHOLERA, 
Gifu, April 19. 
Several cases of cholera have appeared here. 


KIWA RAILWAY. 








Wakayama and Iwade, 8 miles, has been 
finished, and on the 17th inst, Mr. Ni 
engineer of the Railway Bureau, examined the 
line, which will be opened from the 25th inst. 
BRITISH NAVAL MOVEMENTS. 
Nagasaki, April 19. 
The British fleet, which has been anchored 
at Chefoo, has divided into two squadrons, one 
of which has proceeded toa certain place of 
the north, and the other forthe South. It is 
said that they will return to Chefoo again on 
the 14th May and then the united fleet will 
proceed to Wei-hai-wei, 
PREPARING FOR ACTION. 
Hongkong, April 20, 
The vessels of the U.S, squadron here have 
been re-painted asea-grey, semi-invisible colour. 
KOREAN CABINET, 
Sdul, April 19. 
Mr. Tei-raku-yo, Minister of Agriculture, 
Commerce and Industries, has sent in his re- 
signation, which has been accepted. 
A JUDGE CHAR WITH CORRUP- 








Niigata, April 20. 
Mr, Takahashi, a Judge of the Preliminary 
Court, was arrested last night on a charge of 
having accepted a bribe, and has been sent up 
for trial, 
RAILWAY ACCIDENT. 
Tsu, Ise, April 20. 
On the rgth inst, at 6 p.m., a train on the 
Sangu Railway was derailed near Suji-muko 
station and one of the second-class cars was 
overturned. Eleven passengers were injured, 
but fortunately no one was killed, 
FIRE AT A ‘TELEPHONE OFFICE. 
Fukuoka, April 19. 
This morning fire broke out in the carpen- 
ters’ workshop at the Telephone office, but was 
extinguished before the main buildings were 
destroyed. 
FIRE AT AWOMORI. 
Awomori, April 20, 
This morning at 3 o'clock fire broke out in 
the village of Kaba-mura, in Shimo-kita-gori, 
and destroyed 48 houses, including the Bost 
Office. 
THE PROGRESSIONISTS. 
Fukui, April 21. 
Last night Messrs Shiga, Takata, Kudo, and 
some others held a conference with the leading 
local Progressionists. This morning they left 
here for their respective destinations, 
‘THE “ RURIK.” 
Nagasaki, Aptil 2. 
This morning at g o'clock the Russian cruiser 
Rurik lett here for Jinsen, Korea, 
JAPANESE NAVAL MOVEMENTS. 
Yokosuka, April 21. 
The war vessel /waki left here yesterday for 
‘Tateyama, in Awa province, en route for Hok- 
kaido. The Musashi will also leave here for 
Hokkaido on the 28th instant, 











MAIL STEAMERS, 



















— 
‘THE NEXT MAIL IS DUE 

From Line. Steamer. 
Hongkong P.&O Co. Rohillar 
Hongkong. 0,4 0.0, Drice 
Americn B.M.Co. Pe 3 
Unnada, &e, Kem, of Japan 
Hongkong = . 
Hongkong P.R.Co, Emof dia Th. May § 
Pongkong P.M.Co. China M May 9 
Rurope ND, Lloyd Hohengolleen |W. May tt 

0.& 0. Cu, Gaelic Sh. May 99 





4 Quarantined at Nagesaki on the arst inst. 
2 Left Honekong on the igth inst. 
3 Left San Frarcisco on the 


THE NEXT MAIL LEAVES 
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ed to the Cumss Epson, 


; The Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 











| The Tokyo Chess Club holds its mee 
at 3, Uchi-Saiwaiccho Lichome (next to the ‘Toles 





Club). 
Souution of Prostem No. 364. 
WHITE. BLACK. 
1—Bto Kt2 I—K takes Kt 
2—O to Bg ch 2—Kto By 
3—Q to Q Ki 4 mate 
if2—K 10 Q6 
3—B to B sq mate 
I—Ktto Bs 
2—Q to Bs ch 2—K takes Kt 
3-G to Q5 mate 
1-KttoQ4 
2—Q takes Kt 2—Any 
3—B to Bsq mate 
1—P to Kt 6 
2—Q to B3 ch 2—K takes Kt or to 
3-0 to QB3 mate [Bs 
1—P takes P 
2—Kt takes P (B 6) 2—Any 
3—Q to Bsq mate 
2 : 1—PtoR4 
2—Ki to Kts 2—Any 
—Q to B sq mate 
ed “ I—Ktto B7 
2—Kt takes Kt 2—Any 


—Q to B sq mate 
one ‘ I Ke to Kr 6 
2—-Kt to K6 2K to Bs 
3—Q to Bsq mate 
if2—KtwQ5 
3-Kt to Bg mate 
Correct solutions received fom W.HS, 
D.D. and Marco, 


Prosium No. 367. 
By J. Crum. 


» Skak, 





White to play and mate in three moves. 


Tas Unrrep States Cuampionsaip Maton. 
Game No. 380. 
When the fast mail left the score stood thus: 
Pillsbury, 3; Showalter, 1; draws, 2. 














FIRST GAME. 
French Defense, 
BLACK. WHITE. — BLACK 
White—Pillsbury, Black—Showalter, 
P Kg ga RKig KR3 
PO4 33P Ry  P Kis 
KUKB3 | 34RPxP  PxP 
KKiQ2 35 PxP(x) B—Kig 
PQBY |36Kt Bz; RRB 
KrQB3 [37 KixB Re Ki 
PORg(a) | 38RKR3 RK BS 
Bx 39 K K3(h) RK8 ch 
KtxB yoK BZ) OR Ks 
Castles 4t P B3 R Kisg 
irCastles PKBy | 42P Kis RKB sq 
2QB3 Ki Ks 43 P.Ki6 R(K5)xP ch 
13 Ri R3 Ky 44K Ke oR Qkki-g 
14R Ktsq O By 45K Q3  RRi2 
ISPKKig(b) Kixke | 46RR2 PP Kig 
10QxKt Ox 47 PxP KxP 
17 PxQ xP 48 ROKtsq PR5 
WRiGP Ki Ke | go RKKizch K By 
19BQ3  BQz 50 RK <q(i)RxP 
2oKrKis Kr By stRK8 ~~ R KB6ch 
21 QR Kisq 52KQ4 RB3 
(ec) PKK3 [53 RKBSch K Kis 
22BxKt = RxB 54 RKKtsqch RK6 
23RRy  PRg 55K K8 ch K BO 
24 Kt B3(d) K R2 50K Q3 KK By ch 
25 R Qsq(e) RQ Bsq | 57 R(isq)xR PxR 
20K Q2 RB S8RB8ch KKB 
27K Qy RKB2 |5oRB6 PKiz 
28 R OKuq(t) POKty |b» K Ko RxP 
29 Kt K2 RK Bq | 61 RxP K R7(k) 
30 R R3 Ktsq | 62 Resigns. 
31 R Q3 RRs. ‘ ( Oo 
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Notes by Emil Kemeny in the Ledger 
Philadelphia, 

(a) Had Black played Biakes P,or Kt takes 
BP, then P to Q Kt 4 and eventually Pio Q Kt 
5 would have followed, somewhat compramising 
the Queen’s wing, The textmove prevents this, 

(by He might’ have delayed this move and 
Played Kito R gor KttoQ Kt 5 first, so as to 
avoid the doubling of the Q BP. However, 
White will obtain a King’s side attack. 

(c) A powerful move, which theatens Kt takes 
R P, followed by Rtakes Pch and R takes B, 
with a winning game. Black is obliged to weaken 
hiv King’s side by moving P to K Ki 3, 

(4) More promising was P to Q B'4, follawed 
by Kt to K 4 should Black capaue the Pawn 
White then threatens R takes P ch, as well as K 
to B6 ch om Keto Q 6 and Kt takes Kt P. 


w 


wi 








B 2, White continues P to B 5, foll 
by Pto K 6. 

(1) P to B 5 could not be played now, for 
6, P taxt P would be the veply ; if then P to K 
K Black plays Blake P, 


owed eventually 


team won by the odd game, th 
victory, the score heirs 
gallau 
but the advant 





twa unfinished games, 
As the former then had 
gave the m 


hard to win drawn 
match was:— 


1 Pillsbury 
2 Showalter 


(e) I fr play, which endangers the game,| 5 Hodges 
White should have moved Kt to Q 4. Black} © Delmar. ; 
then had no other seply but R to B sq, lor if Rio] 7 Baird. ¥ 


8 Young. 
9 Robinson 
10 Galbt eat 


as finished on Saturday evening, ‘The B itish 
peing their second 
the same as last year. A 
ht was made by the Americans, 
age ed by thetr opponents was 
aud wher, at 6 30 o'clock 
ishers offered to draw the 
the “Americans accepted. 
1a lead of one game, this 
tch to them. Pillsbury and Baird 
ere (he last to finish, as both had been striving 
games. The result of the 














uphill A 








e evening, the B. 











UNITED STATES, GREAT BRITAIN. 


Blackbuine, 













Teenchard , 





Total... Total... 











(g) Which enables Blazk to continue Bto Kr 








4. obtaining the superior ga White should 
have played Rtaxt Por Rito Q 4, both resulting 
in an even g. 

(hb) Better perhaps “was R (Ki 3) 10 KB 
3rgiving up the Q Kt P, Black then would have 
the preferable position, yet he had hardly any 
winning chances, 

(i) The text move in connection with R to Kt 
8 gives Whire a chance to lning both Rooks in 
action, which, however, dacs not prove satisface 
tory, as Black’s correct conti ws. 

(k) After this move White sucienders, 
cannot stop the K Kt P. 











e 





Gamx No 381. 
Seconn Game. 








sores. 
His: 6—Btakes Kt, QO 
7—P takes P, Kt—-B 48—Q takes O 
ch, K takes Q, leading tua pretty even pame, The 
move selected was played by Puillsbury against 
Lasker in the sixth round of the St. Petersburg 
tourney, 

(b) Pillsbiry’s contiouation in his game with 
Lasker was: 7—B takes K+, B takes B; 8—P 
takes P,Q Ptakes Bs; 9—Kt takes B, Q takes 
Ktj 10—P takes Kt, P takes Ps 11—R to RK sqeh, | 
Bio K 3; 12—Q takes P, Rio Q -q; Qo R3, and 
the game wated in a deaw, ‘The text-play 
would prove satisfactory if followed up by B takes 
Kt and P takes P. 

(c) The safest play for White was (8) B takes 
B, followed by P takes P, leading to an even game, 

(d) Better pethaps was Kttakes Kt. White, 
however, could not regain his Pawn, 

(ce) White might have played P to Kt 6, 
followed eventually by Ki to Kt 5, which would 
have given him some chances of escape, 
ot play Pwo B 4 followed by 
of Keto Kt 5 and Qto K6 























ch winning the exchange. 

(g) Which prevents White fom P to B 6. This 
practically ends the attack. 

(i) White, it seems, pays but little attention to 
Black’s doubling of Rooks on the King’s file, He 
should have played Q to R 4 

(k) The winning move. 





‘Vue Internationa, Casce Marcu. 
GREAT BRITAIN WINS THR MATCH. 

The th atch between the United States and 
Great Britain was played on March 18ih and tgth, 
American team pla: in the Academy ot 
icy Brooklyn, the Britishers making their 
i GP the Hotel Cecil, London, THERE s 

UNIVER 











Se 








Akitsushima Kan (19), 


Riojun Maru, Japanese steamer, 
Yashima Kan (38), Japanese B 
Hashidate Kan (30), lav 


Naniwa Kan (14), Japanese cruiser 


Bengloe, Brit'sh stea' 
Lok Sang, British ste: 


Trieste, Austeia 


Tordenskjold, Norwevian steamer, 738, L. D 


Kalgan, 


Saint Mary, Bs 


LATEST SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS, 


Japanese cruiser, 
April,—Yokosnlea 
3,010, 
— Hongkong via 
sen Kaisha. 
atileship, 12,51 
April, —Vokosukea, tye 


S150, 


A. E 
ports, 


Capt. Y. Inouye, 16h 





Moses, 16th Apr 
General.—Nippon Yi 





J*P 
Capt. S 7th 


Avtil. 


Arima, ‘1 


nese Coast Defence 
17th April, —Yoko= 





Vessel, 4,278, Capt. S U 
suka, 17th April, 





+ 3.709, Capt. 


















=, 18:1) April, Yokosuka, 
RUY Lopez, Indus, Brench steamer, Vaquier, 19th Aptil,— 

WHITE, BLACK, witite, ——BLacK. Marseitles via ports, Kobe 18th April, Mails 

Showalter. Pillsbury. Showalter. Pillsburg. and Genet -SS. Co, 
tPKy = P Ky BRK POY City of Peking, American steamer, 3 128, J.T. 
2K KB3 Ki QB; Jig RR, Q 3 19 Amil—Hongkong vis ports, gth 
3BK5 Kt By 20QR5 PRR; Hails and Geneval.—P. M.S.S. Ci 
4 Castles KixP ar KB-q Q B3(x) | Sakachiho Kan (14), Japanese cruiser, 3 709, 
5PQs Ki Q3 22 R(R4)B4 1 Qz Capt. R. Funale, igth Apeil,— Yukosukay 19h 
6B Rts(4) B Ke 23 Kt Kiz OIE Kg Aouil, 
7 BxB(v) xB. 24K Bs BBq Shantung, British steamer, 1,835, Frautton, 19th 
8 PxP(c)  KixB 25PB3. R Ke April, Hongkong, 11th Apiil, Rice. —Butter= 
9PQOR4 PQ3 126 P RYO) KR Ksq field & Swire, 
ro PxKi KtyP 27 R(B-q)B2R_K6 Saiyen Kan (11), Japanese cruiser, 2,560, Capt. 
11 Kt Qg(d) Castles 28K R2 R(K-q) Kg] M. Toge, t9:h April,—Yokosuka, 
12 Ki QB3(e)P OBZ | 29 Ki Ktz,_ Q. Q3(k) | Thekla, German steamer, 2,363, Madson, 19th 
13 PxP PxP 30 K Keg R R8ch A Hamburg ports, Hongkong rach 
14 R Ksq(!) Q Bz 3IRB-q  BR3 A Simon Evers & Co, 
15 P By UKs 32 RxR RaReh | Fuji Kan (38), Japanese Battleship, 12,649, Capt. 
16P Bs Kt Bg 33 Resigns. S. Shikano, 20:h°A pul, — Yokosuka, 
17 Ki Kg  Kixke Wuotan, German steamer, 1,201, Jacobsen, 20th 


April, Hongkong, Rice-—Chineve 











Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J dge, 
20th April,—Victoria, BC. and ‘Tacoma, 
Mails and Geneval.—Dud- 





Belgic, British steamer, 2,695. J. H. Rinder, 20th 


pril—San Francisco, 2nd April, and Hano- 
» Qh April, Mails and General.—O. & O. 
. Co. 





Antenor, British steamer, 3.327, MH. T. Jackson, 


20 Auril.—Liverpovl” via “ports, Kobe 19 i 
April, General,—Buiter field & Swire, 

A.W. S. Thi 
» Kobe roth 


mer, 979, W. G. G. Leask, 
Hongkong, rh April, Rice—Jat= 
& Co. 

Steamer, 2.350, Mitis, 23¢d Apr., 
Ap 










2st Apt 
dine, Matheso 








Tieste via ports, Hongkong, 18th 
General.—Browne & Co. 





DEPARTURES, 


Tamba Maru, Japanese steamer, 3 617, H. Barnes, 


16h Api 
Mails and 


ndow and Antweep via ports, 
neral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha 





Columbia, British steamer, 1,689, A. Gow, 16th 


Apul,—Victo 
Mails and G 


and ‘Tacoma. Wash., 
al.—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 





el 

sov, 17th Aptil,—Victoria, B.C. via Mororan, 

Ballast.—Dadwell, Carlill & Co, 

British steamer, 1,158 Beneth, 17th 
Ballast. Butterfield & Swire. 








April, —Moj 





St. Mungo, British ship, 1,852, J. Hamilton, 17th 


Apnl,—Llo Ho, Pailippine Islands, Ballast. — 
TSM. Laffin. 





sh steamer, 1,939, R. Pervie, 17th 


BEGHA Nagasaki, General.—Sale & 





Abtigs 
Sry O 
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Rosetta, British steamer, 2,039, E. B. Bishop, roth 
April,—Hongkong via Kobe and Nagasaki, 
Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Akitsushina Kan (19), Japansse ser 3,150, 
Capt. Y. Inouye, 19th April,—Shithidzn. 

Garnet Hill, British ship, 2,186, R. Robinson, 20th 
April,—Kobe, Pig Iron,—Captain. 

Manila. British steamer, 2,711, R.I.. Haddock, 
20th April,—London via ports, Mails and Gene: 
sal.—P, & O. S. N. Co. 

Andalusia, Geman steamer, 3,499, Scludtter, 20th 
April, —London, Hamburg and Antwerp via 
ports, General.—C. Lilies & Co. 

Japanese steamer, 1,645, R. Swain, 

Shanghai via ports, Mails and 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T.| ; 
Smith, 2oth April,—San Francisco via Hono- 

Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Fufi Kan (38), Japanese Battleship, 12,649, Capt. 
S. Shikano, 21st Aptil,—Kure 

Yashima Kan (38), Japanese Battleship 12,517, 
Capt, S. Arima, 31st April Kure. 

Matsushima Kan, (28) Japanese Coast Defence 
Vessel, 4,278, Capt. K. Yendo, 21st April,— 

ure 

Hashidate Kan (30), Japanese Coast Defence 
Vessel, 4.278, Capt. S. Usiu, arst Aptil,—Kure. 

Naniwa Kan (14), jananese cruiser, 3,709, Capt. 

——, 21st April,— Kuve, 

Takachiho Kan (14), Japanese cruiser, 3.709, 
Capt. R. Funaki, 21st April,—Kure 

Satyen Kan (11), Japa c riser, 2,560, Capt. 
M. Togo, 2tst April,—Shinagawa, 

Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, 22nd 
Apt i Honghong. via ports, Mails and General, 
—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Truebridge, 
2and April,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and 
Geneval.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Oolong, British steamer, 2,308, Evans, 22nd Aptil, 
—Rangoon via Singapore, Ballast —W. M. 
Stuachan & Co, 

Energia, British steamer, 2,064, Beard, 23d Apr., 

New York via ports and Suez Canal, General, 
—Dadwell, Cailill & Co. 

























































PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 


Per American steamer City of Peking, from 
Hongkong and ports :—Mr. L. L. Laughlin, Mr. 
W. A. Morling, Mr, and Mis. E. J. Cowen, Miss 
Humphreys, Capt. W. H. f 
kaba, Mr, and Mis. dr, 
ving, Mrs, Layton, Mr. G. Mel tosh, 
and Mis. Vou Gouherg, Mr. A. J. Buckley, 
Miss Leighton, Lieut. and Mrs, Paine, Miss 
E, Allen, and Mr. A. Re Mortis im cabin, 
San Francisco:—Mis. Mclatosh, Miss 
itosh, Mis. J. A. Hayes, ees L. Hayes, 
A. G. Center, G. L. Prior, Master A. Hayes, 
Master E. Hayes, Mu. Foster, Mr. J. McD. Car- 
tington, Miss G. Hayes, Dr, J. L. Von. Schoicht, 
. J. L. Von Schoicht, and Miss Von Schoicht 









"Von Ontze 




















Pre French steamer Judus, from Marseilles via 
ports:—Mr, Ostman Edwards, Mr. R. Q. C. 





Tillinskam, Pere Vesser, Sisters Cotton and 8 
others, Pete Poullier, Mr. and Mrs. Flandin and 
and Mis. Pescis, Mi, Stiven, 
er, Mr, Beandet, Mr. 
hard, 


Mi 


valet, Mr, Levy, M 

Mr. Lein and dau 

Meuller, Ms. 

Logmand, Me. 
N 


evesan, NM 


H.O. 
Mis. 






Me. Logmand, 
Lettsay, Mr. Fu 
Mes Ludolph, 0 
Mr. Henry Horwitz, Ms, Bonnet, M 
de Faitoogallard, Me. Kurz aud by 
other, Mi, Brokelbank, Mr. Larrieu, 
, and Sun Beck Chan, in cabin, 

ish steamer Victoria, from Victoria, 
H 












Mr. Asahiv 
Per Bi 
B.C., & Tacoma, Wash.:—Ms. Lucy Buli, M 


G, Metz, Mr. ET. Smith, Mr. W. B. Sewell, 
J.S. Buinett, and Dr. G. WV. Matthews 
ane Japanese’ 

Parsons and 
Mer. J. H, Hiscock, Mr 
Hall, and Mr, A. C. Christensen, in 
Hongkong :—24 Chinese in steerage. 



































Per British steamer Bedgic, from San Francisco: 
Mr. A.C. Beyer, Mi. Mark Biggaliay, Me. S, 
T. Nishimara, Me, Russell Bleeker, Mr. J. Patte 
son, Mr. Wm. A. Wilson, Mis.’ May B. Wate 
tious, Me. C. T: 6. Ois A. Poole, Ms, 
Ks Watbnnte, Mi A. MeLeay, Me. L. Bost= 

ik, Mi. A. A. Th R. Smith, and 
M0. HB: Nove For Kobe Me. 
J. N. Boye, Mi, iN 






Loring, Mr. and) Mus, 
children, in cabin, 

Quackenbush, Me. C. Bea 
mav, Mr. J. Hl. Craven, Me 


Me E 
jersen, Mr. RLS, Free 
Alex Campbell, Mr. 












1 Samson, and Mis, J. Samson, in cabin, 
Hongkong :—Mr. M.L: hid Mn A 
did, Mics J. M. Hewitt W. A, Voy 





by 


W. A. Young, and Mi, George A. Young, 
For Nagasaki, from Honolulu:—M 
k, Miss Officer, and Mr. Stewart Clark, in 








“Per Japanese steamer Nagato Maru, sain 
Shanghai via ports:—Ms. H. H, Eliel, Me. ‘I 
Yoshida, Mr. E. S. Patton, Mr. ‘T. B. Glover 
Mr, J. 8, Clark, and Mrs, Ohinouye, in cabin ; 
Mr. 8. Yasui, Mr. T. Matsumura, and Mr. and 
Attias, in second class; 17 Japanese, 1 Chi- 
nese, and 1 European, in steerag 














DePARTED. 
Per British steame: Rosetta, for Hongkong and 
ports :—M. K, ‘Tarapm wala, Mr. F. K. Tarapa- 
wala, Mr. J. J. Dunn, Mes, Re M. Smith, child & 
hy Mis. Hutchison, child, infant, Enro- 
B. Gomez, Mr. F, H. Olmsted, 
, Ms, Collins, Mis, E. J. 
. F. Collins, and Mr. and Mis. Chan 
Kon Tang and infant, in cabin; 2 Chinese, in 
steerage. 
Per American steamer City of Peking, for San 











Francisco via Houoluluz=Mc. and Mrs. A. 
Baruch, Mr. G. von Bergen, Mr. Edward A, 
Brown, Mr. ]. McD. Carrington, Mr. A, G. Cen- 
te, 


Col. M. Churchill, Mis, Coburn, Mr. and Mus. 
G. Gozine, C. 1. Cushing, Mr. AL 
Ditmar, Mi. AL rabbri, Rev. J. M. Foster, Mrs. 
J.N. Hays, Master L. Hays, Master E Hayes,| 
‘Master A. Hayes, Miss G, Hayes, Lieut. S. Hie 
tabe, Lieut, H. Hirao, Mis. E. Huschberg, Me. 
and Mis. H.S. Holcomb, Lient. K. Tnouchi, M 

Melatosh and child, Me. B. Kallemberg, Lieut. 
R. Kamao, Captain 'N. Kashiwabara, Me. K. Kur 

















tahashi, Mr. Ts J. Nakigawa, Miss C Noack, 
Liem. ‘M. Olkuiomiya, Count and Countess 
Poninski, Miss M. C. Pratt, Me. G. L. Prior, 


Captain K. Sakurai, Mr. T. R_ von Schoeller, De. 
and’Mes. Schoick, Col, and Mis. Temple, Lieut. 
M. Tsuchiya, and Lieut. J. Ushida. 

Per British steamer Be/gic, for Hongkong via 






porlsi—Me, He Smith, Mi J. M. Sorzansy Je. 
M:.C, Latinlade, Mi. Geo. Coutts, Me 
Miss Coutts, Mus. Coutis, Mr. AL A. 


Mr. and Mis. R. Ross Thomson, Mi. Py B. Base 
ton, MN. E. Smith, Me. A C. Beyer, Me. J. We 
Copmaun, Mr, and Mis, BL H. Hosey, Mi. and 
Mis. W. A. Young, Miss J. M. Hewitt, Mr. H. 
McArthur, Mr, W.S. Davidson, Mr. Alf, Shrub 
sole, Mr, Turpin, Mr. R. Shelling, and Mi. A 














COMMERCIAT, 


LATEST 


IMPORTS. 

Business in yarns, woollens and cotton piece 

goods continues stagnant in the extreme, and quo- 
ions are merely nominal 
















ODS: 
$2.55 to 2.85 
2.80 to 3.35 
1:8 to 200 
195 to 290 
200 t3 3.75 


0 18} to 0.25 


324 



















oS to uaa 
0.35 t0 0.50 
0.60 to 0.75 
0.50 10 0.85 














30 inches 17510 2.10 
Turkey Reds; 
32 inches 2,40 to 2.70 
Vurkey Reds—4.8 to 5%, 24/25 yard 
32 inches 3.00 to 3.50 
COTTON YARTS. yan rice. 
tus 16.24, Si 438-50 to 39.50 
28/32, Singles. 41.00 to 43 00 
3842, 44.00 to 45.00 
+ 32, Doubles . 46.00 to 48.00 
. 42, Doubles .. 51.75 to 54.50 
“ 6100 to 62.00 
75.00 to 77.00 
+ 2/100, Plain . 99.00 to 100.00 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed 72.000 7900 
Nos. 2 80, Gassed 89.00.t0 95.00 
Nos, a'100, Gassed ... 112,00 to 124.00 
RAW COTTON. PER Picut, 










$20.10 to 20.80 
20.50 to 21 00 
wat to an so 


American Mi 
in Hroach, 
Chinese .. . 











AIT ALS. 


Nothing new whatever doing, and a number of 
orders cemain not taken up. Quotations ave still 
nominal. 





Rowad and square § inch, and upward.3.95 to 4.20 
frou Plates, assorte 420 to 4.50 
SI 5.10 to §.20 
8.30 to 10.00 
95010 6.10 
5.9 to 6.00 
.0§ to 210 
00 to §.25 
















Very little business has been transacted 
prices are hardening all round in view of war. It 
isveported th volders, both of American and 
Russian oil, are very firm, im view of a possible 
stoppage of supplies from America. Quotations 
may be considered ta be on the average 5 lo 10 
cents, higher than in our list. 


nd 





42 00 to 2.07 
1.95 to 2.05 
1,85 





SUGAR, 


A fair business has been done in Brown, princi 


pally Formosa, at well 
ave likely to increase o 
war and the possible suspension of i 
Manila, 





Browo tak. 





$4.10 







Brown M 175 to © 50 
Brown Da 383 t0 390 
Hrown Canton 1.70 to 4.65 
White Java and Penang 5.50 to 7.00 
White Ketined 7-35 '6 9.00 











EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK, 

Business transacted ducing the weele amounts 
to 597 boxes sold, at some concession in prices, 
while stocks lad risen to 11,294 boxes on the zond 
instant. Shipments comprive 113 bales pec Cily 
of Peking aud 80 bales per Columbia, for America. 








Mast 





it is NOT A DYE, int the 


and w 


ERTRAGT 








EYEBROWS, &. 
GEO. COURTICE’S 
CONCENTRATED 


CF RUY GALLS 


te of the werkt tor 





troted form, perfectly harmless, 





af the Tuner Tempte 


CEO. COURTICE. & co., 


NOTE.—Thirty we uo Hair Spee 
Laboratory, &, Bishop’s Court, 
(Late 234, 
PRICES: 2, 6d., 82. 6d., 





ogle ‘This EXTRACT is 


INVALUABLE to apie a it rest 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLING| 


Chancery ane: London 


geTRANOn 


Grid 


Peo;ROTILE. 
Colour close a fe ‘ye Sein 
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quorations, 


Filature: 
Filatures: 
Filat 






ade Nominal 

xtra 13/15, 14/16 de 

es—No, 1, 10/13 deniers 

res—No. 0 13/15, 14/16 de 

tf, tofty denie 
16 















880 to B90 
900 to 910, 
850 to 860 
850 to 860 
820 to 830 
890 to goo 
820 to 830 
800 to 810 
780 to 760 






4. 
tels—Nov 4, + lao seniors 
eaued 
Kakedas—No. 1 
Kakedas—No. 14 
Kakedas—No. 2 
Kawedas—No. a 


WASTE SILK, 


Sales reported amount to 233 boxes and stock 
ated at 6,773 boxes. Quotations are 


840 to 8:0 
820 to 830 
790 to 800 
760 to 770 











QUOTATIONS. 


100 to 110 
goto 95 
Goto 65 
ssto s7t 
95 to’ 100 
Bsto 90 
a5 to 30 
» 20 to 224 





nw, 
Noshi—Bushu, Me 
Noshi—Josiu, Gu: 






Kibiso—Joshu, Good 
Kibiso—Bushu, Faie 





TEA. 


There have been uo sales of last season's teas 
during the week, and stocks remain at 77,800 Ibs. 
A few catties of new leaf have been received both 
here and at Kobe and some of these were sent 
away by the City of Peking. Prices promise to be 
considerably higher than in average seasons, 








QUOTATIONS. 





Silver steady and sates all a 


Srerliog ~ Hank 11 
= — Bille o 
= — 4 months! sight 
- Vrivwce 4 months’ sight 
- —  Gmonths’ wight , 
On Pacte—Bank sight io... 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sig 
te Americn— Bank Billaoudemand., 48} 
Private 4 months’ sight... 504 
dermany—Bank nigh 
— Private 4 mo 
Ow Hongkong—Bank sight, 
— Private rodays’sight, 
ghai—Bank sight 
Private 10 dw 
Oo lndia—Bank sight, 
— Private 30 days 
Her Silver (London), 

























te 














. WATERING 
_ APPARATUS 


Non-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
| and Street Washers. 


Garden Watering Boxes and 






we. 
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Tho clearest skin, freo f or blemish, the softest, whitest hands, 
shapely nails, pnd Inxuriant, whelesome scalp, are pro- 
duced by Cuticura Soap, the most ‘ott ing and beautifying soap 
in the world, as well as purest and sweetest for toilet, bath, and nursery. ‘The ouly 
preventive of pimples, blotches, red, rough, and oily skin, red, rough hands 
and beby blemishes, becuse the only preventive of the cause, 
FS, 


Bold throughout tho wor. trie dey 
Davo asp Cus, Sule to, 















162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Coniectionery Plants. 








Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
MWamuatty 1s, 1506, f 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
soap, perfumery, and chemical 


| MIXING, GRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
> MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS. 


Address Messrs. ¢. ROHDE & Co., 


YOKOHAMA 



















November 21st, 1896. 








Apparatus, 
Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast- 
Iron Cocks and Vatves. 


| E. QUESHIER, E.¢.P., 
| Engineor and Cock nti, 
| (Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
8 27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 
| Hyaropathic and Massage Appars: 
| tus supplied to the Vichy Co. 
| Vapour Baths (Berthe system). 
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Apply to Bovis & Cox agents for 
M, Orrenniiaen ae Or., Panis. 





December 5, 1896 





ILKMAID 


BRAND 


CON DENSED MILK 


Tho “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
cess of manufacture nothing but 
removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
czoom has been abstracted, and ask for 
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Trade Mark on every Casting. 





(acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“ SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANE GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 
TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 


Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application, 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 














5] The Physician's Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and Gravel; the 
safestand most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sich 
ness of Pregnancy. 









Ghe Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
‘Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 











September 19th, 1897. 94m. 
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| butter, and horse 


ATKINSON’S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE Reg! 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural perfume 
made from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 


“AOLINE” PERFUME, “Most Refreshing.” 
“AOLINE” TOWET SOAP 


tor the 
“AOLINE” TOWLET 


delighfal bloom to the complexion. 


“AOLINE” SACHETS. Delightful for Handkor- 
chiefs, Gloves, 6. 


“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Soflcning snd 


veantifying for the complexion. 
Of all Chemists woud Stores. 
J. & E, ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 


“ACharming Scent.”"—H.R.H.The Duchessof Yor’ 
January 1st, 1898. 














GENERAL CATALOGUE 
BUYERS? GUIDE 


188UED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & GO. 


‘THE GREAT MAIL ORDER HOUSE. 


Chicago, U.S.A. 
ISTHE MOST COMPLETE INTHE WORLD 














Montgomery Ward & Co 
111 {0120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U.S. A. 








THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitatep 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, andits 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills, 


Jo his work entitled “The Nile Tribut 
ays—"' | ordered the dragoman Mahome- 
that Twas a Doctor, and I had the best 
eof the sick, with advice gratis. In I 
Short time I had many applicants, to whom I served ont @ 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
floret, a8, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
freate’ an” und pon the patient, which satishes 
them of their value, 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
fall kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing. 
jd in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No notice | be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the * JAPAN 
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and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. 
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BIRTHS. 

On the agth inst, at Na. go-B Settlement, the 
wife of R. Prisrer, of a daughter. 

At Ovaka, on the 23d inst, the Wife of Gavin 
Acexanper Forrest, of a son. 











SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tue Spanish Squadron has left Manila to meet 
the American Fleet. 





France and Italy have officially proclaimed 
their neutrality. 
Tue Americans have bombarded and destroyed 
the half-completed batteries at Matanzas. 








Two French missionaries have been murdered 
by Chinese at Yunanchao in the province of 
Kwansi. 


In pursuance of her neutrality, Great Britain 
has prevented the sailing of American torvedo 
vessels from Falmouth. 


Spain resetves the right of resorting to priv 


teering. Meanwhile she CO sole 
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organising auxilitary cruisers, and gives Ame- 
rican ships 30 days to clear Spanish ports. 


Tux Russian authorities have applied to the 
German firm of Kunst, Albers & Co., for the 
charter of cight steamers. 


Tue battleship and cruiser now in course of 
construction by Armstrong & Co, for Japan 
have been named the Hassuse and Jsumo. 





Tux Americans have captured the Miguel ¥ose, 
laden with valuable cargo, also the Ca/alina, 
Saturnin, and various smaller craft. 





On the 26th inst. the branch office of the Nip 
pon Yusen Kaisha, near Yokohama Railway 
0, was partially destroyed by fire, 





Tue new Oriental Hotel, on the Band, Yoko- 
hama, is to be opened on the 2nd proximo 
under the management of Messrs. Dewette and 
Muraour. —. 

Tue Americans have captured the Spanish 
Transatlantic Liner Panama while bound from 
New York to Havana, with Spanish refugees 
and valuable cargo. 


Siz Micnaun Hicks-Beacn, in submitting the 
Budget, stated in the House of Commons, 


that the surplus of the past year amounts to 
43.678000. 


As the result ‘of the negotiations between the 
Japanese and Chinese Governments the latter 


6a | has pledged herself not to cede the province of 


Fabkien to any other Power, 


Tux U.S. squadron, which has been anchored 
in Mirs Bay for several days, left for the Philip- 
pines on the 27th inst., wih a view lo capturing 
the Spanish men-of-war there, 


Tua plague is spreading in Formosa. Itis 
reported that from the 2oth lo the 22nd inst. 
15 cases were reported in Daichu, 5 in, Kagi, 
22 in Taipeh, and 3 in Teckcham. 


An American torpedo destroyer has engaged a 
Spanish gun-boat off Matanzas. After eleven 
shots had been exchanged, the Americay re- 
tired, the vessel being apparently damaged. 


Ir appears certain that no large body of troops 
will be sent to Cuba lor several months, partly 
owing to the lack of equipment, and’ partly 
because of the approaching fever season. 


OR the 26th inst. the United States Government 
notified the Japanese Authorities that all tele. 
grams for Cuba would be examined at Key 
West and that cipher messages are prohibited. 


Mr. Batrour has notified the belligerent parties 
that Britain cannot lay down the principle that 
that coal constitutes contraband of war. It, he 
said, may frequently be so, but not necessarily. 


Prertpant McKinely in a message to Con- 
gress asked for a joint Resolution declaring 
that a state of war exists since the 21st in 
clusive, This resolution has passed in both 
Houses 
InForMATION has been received from Vladivo- 
stock that the Russian Government has recent- 
ly prohibited telegrams in cipher and in the 
Japanese Kana, from being received for trans- 
mission, 
A MAN named Iwasaki Sadanosuke. living in 
the village of Shimo-okaba, in Kuji-gori, on 
the 24th inst, murdered two fishermen named 
Yasue and Chusuke. The murderer was arrest- 
ed at once, 














Owe to the prevalence of the plague in For- 
mosa, Mr. Shiga, an assistant in the Contagions 








Diseases Investigation Bureau, will be des- 
patched o the Island to investigate the condi« 
tion and management of the hospitals, etc. 


Ir is reported that the authorities have ordered 
the Staff Officers of the Divisions of the Army 
throughout the country to assemble on the 25th 
inst., at Tokyo, where a council will be held 
for about a week, 
Prusipent McKinley has issued a proclamation 
granting Spanish vessels leaving or arriving in 
the States till May 21, to clear unmolested, but 
the Prize Courts are to adjudicate on the cap- 
tures already made. 


Tue Tea Traders’ Guild of Yokohama gave a 
very enjoyable entertainment at the Chitose 
restaurant on the evening of the 27th inst., at 


which a number of foreign merchants were 
among the guests. 











Tue Spanish Minister has left Washington. 
The American Ultimatum has reached Madrid 
and Spain immediately broke off diplomatic 
relations, avd the American Minister left 
Madrid. Hostilities have commenced. 


Aretecram dated New York, April 23rd, 
and received by the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha the 
same afternoon, states that hostilities have 
commenced at Cuba, a Spanish merchantman 
has been seized, and Havana blockaded. 


Tue Spring Meeting of the Nippon Race Club 
was held on the 26th, 27th and 28th inst. and 
proved one of the most successful and enjoy- 
able on record, with the exception of the last 
day, when persistent rain marred the enjoyment 
of the sport, 
A Lonnon telegram of the 25th inst. stated :— 
The blockade of Havana has been established. 
The cruiser Vashvillelas captured the Spanish 
merchant steamer Buenaventura, also the 
Pedro. Vhe Spaniards have captured the 
wheat-laden ship Shenandoah bound for Ant 
werp. President McKinley has called out 
109,000 volunteers, 








Tue Import market in Yokohama still con. 
linues stagnant in the extreme, no business of 
importance being reported in cotton piece 
goods, yarns, fancy piece goods or woollens. 
The recent rise in prices in Manchester, con- 
sequent on the expected short arrivals of raw 
cotton from America, owing to the war with 
Spain, is, however, expected to have the effect 
of moving off some of the accumulated stocks 
within a short time, but at present the extreme 
lightness of the money market and high 
rates of interest demanded by the banks 
prevents dealers from taking up goods. Metals 
are suffering from the same cause colion 
goods and stocks are still accumulating. The 
kerosene market is firmer and shows some 
signs of improvement, and a good business has 
been done in sugar, both brown and white 
refined, at materially increased prices. Further 
large imports of rice have been made from 
Saigon, Rangoon and China and there are now 
large stores of the grain both in Yokohama 
and Kobe. Prices, however, still rule much 
higher than in average years. In Exports 
a fair business has been done in Silk, at 
considerable concessions on the part of 
holders, in view of the demand for Ame- 
rica having fallen off’ in consequence of 
the war. Some two or three hundred piculs 
of the new season's (ea have been received and 
the samples dispatched by the Doric on the 
3oth, The quality of the leaf is considered 
excellent—better than for the last two ye: 
but quotations are high ‘and appear likely 
to be maintained. Very little has been done 
in secondary exports, such as copper, fish oil 
andtcbacco, Exchange has slightly improved 
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SPIKIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
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There is a great deal said at present about a 
strong foreign policy and a weak foreign policy, 
but the fact is that the strength or weakness of 
a country’s attitude towards toreign States must 
he determined by the ci:cumstances of the 
moment. ‘To talk of a uniformly stalwart, or a 
uniformly yielding, policy is merely to display 
ignorance. No one questions the loyalty of the 
motives by which the strong-policy agitators of 
to-day are inflaenced, The question is whether 
their agitation conduces to the interests of the 
nation, Itis in the interests of the nation and 
nowhere else that the mainspring of foreign 
policy must be sought. The conditions with 
which the country is required to deal at present 
are not of sudden origin, They are the seqnel 
of events now three years old. Japan had an 
unquestionable right to annex the Liaotung 
Peninsula, and the Three Powers, when they 
insisted that it musi be restored, were interfer- 
ing with her just rights, whatever may have been 
their motive or their pretext, It ia natural that 
every patriotic Japanese should resent their 
action, and the unconditional surrender of the 
Peninsula may well furnish food for reflection, 
But to give way to unreasoning resentment 
not the way to repair a misfortune or to redress 
a wrong. Japan may easily make a mistake al 
this janciare, The mind of the masses is not 
very discerning. To many persons roughness 
and violence seem the only means of national 
self-assertion. In pre-Meiji days ignorant 
fanatics or patriots imagined that murderous 
assaulls upon foreigners were good methods 
of terminating foreign intercourse, whereas 
they served only to embarrass the country and 
to put weapons into the hands of the Western 
Powers. Patriotism may easily be converted 
into fanaticism, The strong-policy agitators 
should remember that danger; should remem- 
ber that they are dealing with materials which 
may at any moment elude their control and 
work irremediablo mischief, Japan’s statesmen 
have their hands full atpresent, Never have 
they been called on to manipulate a more deli- 
cate or important situation. It should be the aim 
of all wuly patriotic men to strengthen and to 
support them, instead of creating difficulties in 
which the country’s enemies will find only fresh 
opportunities, We need scarcely say that these 
are the sentiments of the Fiji Shimpo. 

are 

It is much to be desited that men who agitate 
in favour of a strong foreign policy should con- 
sider whether the nation has kept abreast of the 
policy hitherto pursued by the Government. 
Everybody knows that to use big words and to 
flourish weapons can never place the prestige and 
influence of a country ona solid foundation. 
What is of prime importance is to develop the 
material resources of the nation, But that is 
precisely the end which the party politicians of 
the time seem careless of achieving. Compare, 
fora moment, the opportunities that the Gov- 
ernment has created and the people's manner 
of utilizing them, After considerable difficulty 
the Government obtained a tailway-building 
concession from Korea, but private enterprise 
could not be roused to take advantage of the 
opportunity, The Siimonoseki Treaty provid 
ed for the opening of several new ports and the 
inauguration of manufacturing industry in 
China, but the people have remained indif- 
ferent to the chances thus creaied, and fo- 
reigners have been the only gainers. Is it not 
advisable that the nation should prove itself 
competent to keep up with the Government's 
lead before agitation is fomented for the pur- 
pose of urging the Government to still greater 
speed? The Chuo Shimbun, from which we 
quot, thinks that the efforts of wise patrio- 
usin should be directed to making the people 
discharge the duty properly devolving on 
them—the duty of developing industry and 
commerce—instead of forcing upon the Gov- 
ermment measures which the nation is evidently 
unprepared to consummate or to profit by, 

nee 

There are two fundamental measures to be 

adopted in setting the finances of a State in 























order: one is to reduce the expenditure; the 
other, to increase the revenue. The Matsnkata 
Cabinet, unable to effect the former, proposed 
to have recourse to the laiter only, but never- 
theless shrank from carrying out its policy fully, 
and would have been content to face a defici- 
ency of some 13 million yen in the Budget. 
Such a method of finance can not be gravely 
discussed. Count Inouye, taking the matter in 
hand on bebalf of the present Cabinet, has 
partially restored equilibrium by lopping off 46 
millions from the expenditure, Some describe 
his policy as one of retrenchment; others 
speak of it as a re-organization of the finances, 
Tt is neither the one nor the other, What 
Count Inouye has done is merely to re-appor- 
tion the outlays on account of the post bellum 
programme. He has not cut down the dimen- 
sions of the programme, nor has he postponed 
the date of its consummation. He has only 
distributed the expenditures differently, so that 
the portion falling to the present year is much 
less than it would have been according to the 
original plan, On the other hand, the portions 
falling to future years become correspondingly 
greater, so that the advent of the evil day is 
metely put off. The policy is purely temporiz 
ing. On the other hand, it is necessary to 
distinguish between the extraordinary expendi- 
tares connected with the post. bel/um programme 
and the ordinary expenditures that are inde- 
pendent of it. The former are to be de- 
frayed, in great parl, by public loans, when 
the Indemnity is exhausted. These loans 
should be floated in fixed amounts year by 
year, bul, the market having been unfavour- 
able for the operation, a sum of over 30 
million yen remained unfloated at the close of 
last year (March 31st, 1898), and of the sums 
actually floated, considerable portions had been 
taken up by the Treasury itself. Forty-nine 
millions should be raised during the current 
year, but owing to Count Inouye’s modifications 
that sum is reduced to about fifteen millions. 
Adding these fifteen millions to the unfloated 
figure of last year, it appears that a total of over 
45 million yen worth of bonds should be issued 
before March 31st, 1899. There is no prospect 
whatever that an operation of such magnitude, 
or anything approximating to it, can be carried 
out at home, Recourse will have to be had to 
foreign markets, or to the Indemnity. When 
the M.tsukata Cabinet went out of office, there 
remained nominally 49 million yen of the Indem- 
But a part ot it had been employed in 
buying bonds issued by the Government, and a 
large portion had been converted into silver yen 
or ingots. The remainder of the Indemnity is 
to bg paid ove: in a lump sum next month, and 
the Treasury will thus come into possession of 
ample funds, Doubtless the idea is to draw 
upon those funds for the sums which would 
otherwise have had to be obtained by loan. In 
fact, the Indemnity is to be drawn upon for 
everything, and the financial methods of the 
time may be compared to those of a man who, 
finding himself in possession of a sum of bor- 
towed money, changes his scale of expenditure 
accordingly, trusting that something will “turn 
up” in the future, There has been no adjust. 
ment of the finances in the true sense of the 
term, There has been no provision for increas. 
ing the revenue or permanently diminishing the 
expenditures, The nation wants to get beyond 
the vicious circle of the Indemnity, It wants 
to see its way clearly ahead. 
finances on a sound footing is the great task 
inviting the efforts of the present Cabinet. Fo- 
reign policy is a secondary matter, The people 
will be quite content if the finances are arrang- 
ed. There are the views of the Shogyo Shimpo. 











. 
ane 

The Mainichi Shimbun constitutes itself 
the mouthpiece of those that advocate the 
redemption of a large quantity of War Bonds 
by the State as the best means of restor- 
ing a vigorous tone to the industrial and 
commercial market. It is not to be denied 
thatthe prices of all kinds of shares and 





securities have undergone heavy depreciation 
of late, and that great depression exists owing 
to scarcity of floating capital. Japan has not 


'y Google 


To place the], 





suffered as much as Germany did, perhaps, 
after the war with France, owing to the 
different policy pursued with regard to the 
indemnity and the War Bonds. But she seems 
likely to be a greater sufferer hereafter, unless 
the Government takes steps to redeem the 
War Bonds. It need scarcely be said that 
the Mainichi indicates the Indemnity as the 
source from which money should be obtained 
for that purpose, but inasmuch as it does 
not enter at all into the arithmetic of the 
question, or make any attempt to show how 
much of the Indemnity would be available, 
its remarks do not bear a practical aspect. 


In the programme of reduced expenditures 
elaborated by the present Minister of Finance, 
a sum of over six hundred and twenty 
thousand yen is cut out of the appropriation 
originally fixed (in the form of continning 
outlays) for the improvement of State Railways, 
and a further sum of over one million two 
hundred thousand yes in the annual appro- 
priation for railway extension (First Period 
Lines). Thus the total reduction in the grants 
for railways is 1 million yen, The Kokumin 
Shimbun condemns this policy in unmeasured 
terms. It declares that without means of 
communication a country’s armaments, how- 
ever powerful, are virtually useless; there can 
be no healthy development of the nation’s 
material resources, These points are elaborated 
by our contemporary, but its arguments 
naturally present no novel featur The 
main fact is that it strongly advocates recourse 
to foreign capital for the purposes of railway 
construction and improvement, and supports 
its contention by reference to Europe and Ame- 
rica, where foreign money has been freely used 
for the purpos 











THE TWO FLEETS. 

=e 

The war between America and Spain will 
be essentially a naval war, and a comparison 
of the flcets of the two countries will therefore 
be interesting. Neither is a first class naval 
power, but both possess a number of fine, 
up-to-date-war vessels, America has 33 
armoured ships, including nine battleships, five 
of them of over 10,0co tons displacement: 
she has besides 39 unarmowed ships, many of 
them obsolete in design, and even some of the 
old monitors are included. She has 28 un- 
armoured gunboats, and 27 torpedo boats. In 
all 128 war vessels, with 1,640 guns, 15.760 








‘| officers and men, and 3.339 naval reserves. Spain 


has 11 armoured ships, most of tuem powerful 
vessels of modern design, ranging from 7.000 to 
neatly 10,000 tons displacement, she has 63 
unarmoured ships, two armoured gunboats, 40 
unarmoured gunboats, and 79 torpede boats. 
In all 197 vessels with 960 guns, 26, 460 officers 
and men, and 25,000 naval reserves. The 
United States have recently purchased two new 








cruisers from Brazil and will convert the 
New York, Paris, St. Louis, St. Paul, of 
the New York S.uthampton line, — into 
cruisers. 








MANILA’'S DEFENCES. 
ee ES es 
Though the scene of war will probably be 
fly in Cuban waters and on the Atlantic 
board, the Philippines may receive atien- 
tion from the American Asiatic Fleet, The 
islands are protected by the following war ves- 
sels: Jsla de Cuba, protected aud class cruiser, 
1,045 tons displacement; Zsla de Luton, pro- 
tecied and class cruiser, 1,045 tons; Reina 
Cristina, tstclass cruiser, 21 guns, 3,540 tons; 
1st class cruiser Castilla, 22 guns, 3,260 tons; 
Velasco, and class cruiser, 7 guns, 1152 tous: 
D. Fuan de Austria, 2nd class cruiser, 13 guns, 
1159 tons; D. Antonio de Ulloa, 2nd class, 13 
guns. 1160; Eleano, 3¢d class cruiser, 7 guns, 
560 tons; General Leso, 6 guns 520 tons; 
Marques del Duero 5 guns 500 tons. Besides 














two gunboats of the first class; 17 of the second 
class ; and four torpedo boats. 
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THE WAR. 


+ 

A telegram received by the Mitsui Bus- 
san Kaisha at 4 p.m. on the 23rd instant, 
and dated New York 3.05 a.m. a3rd April, 
says :—" Hostilities have commenced ; 
Havana is blockaded ; a Spanish merchant- 
man has been seized.” There is little 
reason to doubt the correctness of this 
news, though possibly French intervention 
may still succeed in averting a serious 
struggle. The blockading of Havana 
would be a natural measure, and doubtless 
to that end a United States squadron was 
recently assembled at Key West, which 
island “is in Florida Bay inimediately 
opposite to the Cuban capital. But to 
blockade Havana would be a step of 
comparatively little utility unless the 
Spanish Squadron is in that port, upon 
which point we have no information. It 
is of great interest at this juncture to com- 
pare the naval forces of the two Powers. 
A sufficiently clear idea of their relative 
strength may be obtained by setting down 
the most powerful ships only :— 
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do New York, 
Protected Cruiser Columbir 
“do Minneapelts 
do Olympia 
do Sun Fra 
do Charleston ,, 
do Chicago , 
do Philadelphia 
do Baltimore . 
do Cincinnati, 
do Raleigh , 
Steel Ceniser New York , 
Spain, 


Armed Cruiser, Babette Almirante 

Oquendo 7,000. 
Babette ship Vatoria 
Wo Cardenel Cisneros 
Armed Cruises Cristobal Colon . 
Acmed Cruiser, Turvet Emperador 
Carlos V 9,23; 

Armed Cruiser, Barhette Jufante 
Maria Teresa 7,000, 
Barbeite ship Pelayo..cssserrse ssssee 
Armed Crniser, Batbette Princesas 
de Asturias 7,000., 











do de Viecaya 
Protecied Cruiser Alfonso XII. 
do Lepanto 


Steel Cruiser Retna Chri.tin: 
do Reina Mercedes | 
do Alfonso XII. 


The United States has 19 ships, all 
of considerable fighting power, against 
Spain's fourteen. But it will be observed 
that the advantage is with the Spanish 
vessels in point of speed—assuming 
Brassey’s figures to be correct. Certainly 
this long array of 20-knot vessels on the 
Spanish side somewhat taxes credulity, 
but we can only follow the tables. Our 
readers understand, of course, that bar- 
bette and turret ships are much more 
heavily armoured than protected cruisers. 
A vessel like the Columbia, for example, 
should have little chance against the 
Almirante Oquendo, though their dis- 
placement is about the same. In weight 
of metal the advantage is with the Ameri- 
n ships, They carry twenty 13-inch and 
six I2-inch guns, against two 12'5-inch, 
twelve rt-inch, and two to-inch on the 
Spanish side. Of course these lists give 
no information as to the strength of the 
Squadrons that may be expected to bear 
the first brunt of the fight. But it. is 
known that a Spanish flotil 
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gunboats, Lorpedo-boats, and torpedo de- 
stroyers—13 in all—reached Puertorico 
towards the close of March, and that the 
Infanta Maria Teresa, the Vigcaya, the 
Almirante Oquendo, the Cristobal Colon, 
and the Victoria had probably reached the 
same place by the middle of April. It is 
possible that these vessels, as-well as the 
torpedo flotilla, are now in Havana, If 
hot, it will be their first duty to break the 
blockade of that place. Under any circum- 
stances a severe naval engagement may be 
expected to take place almost immediately, 
for the fleets can scarcely have any diffi- 
culty in finding each other. It has been 
conjectured that the Spanish ships might 
abandon Cnba to its fate and undertake a 
war of reprisals along the coast of the 
United States. But it is absolutely neces- 
sary for the Spanish fleet to retain a basis 
of operations. Puertorico would serve, of 
course, but the American Admiral will not 
leave Puertorico undisturbed if the Spani- 
ards employ their vessels elsewhere. In 
fact, the arena of battle seems. to be 
narrowly localized. What is certain, too, 
is that unless the Spanish vessels can 
guard all the ports of Cuba—and they are 
numerous —the people of the United 
States will speedily take hand in the 
game, by pouring supplies, arms, and 
possibly men into the island to as- 
sist the insurgents. There is little chance 
of a military expedition: the season 
forbids it. But the rebellion is likely 
to assume overwhelming dimensions with 
America fighting for the rebels. An an- 
xious question is Spain's decision with 
regard to the Treaty of Paris. The United 
States Government has signified its inten- 
tion of observing it, and is thus precluded 
from privateering. | Spain will forfeit the 
sympathy of civilized nations unless she 
adopts the same course. We presume 
that the United States squadron on this 
station, or at any rate a part of it, will 
cross the Pacific and share the fighting. 
There is little employment for the ships 
in the Far East unless they go to Manila, 
and the defeat of the Spaniards in the 
Philippines would not greatly serve the 
American cause. Coaling difficulties, 
also, have to be considered. We do not 
ourselves believe that there will be much 
trouble on that score, however, The 
United States Admiral has already procur- 
ed two cargoes of coal, it is said, and if 
]™More be needed, it can be obtained with 
jease from Shanghai or Canton. Tele- 
grams in the vernacular press say that the 
stale of the Philippines has become very 
much disturbed and that fresh troops will 
have Lo be sent from Spain. Poor Spain ! 
The waters of adversity are closing over 
her head, 














The following appears in the Official 
Gasette of the 26th instant :— 


Norirication No. 8 or rae Department 
or Stars vor For&.Gn Arvatns. 








The Envoy Extraudivary avd Minister Pieni 
potentiary Fthe United States in Japan has sent 
to this Department a ev nication under date 








of the 23rd tstant, to the effect that, on the 22nd 
instant the President of the United States approved 
by Proclamation the blockade at the ports on the 
worth const of Cuba between Cardenas and Bahia 
Henda, and also of Cienfurgos on the south coast 
that in the event of hostilities br tween the United 
Sates and Spain, the Government of the United 
States will not resort to privateering, and will 
adhere to the following recognised rules of intere 
national law 

1 al flag covers a belligerent’s goods, 
with the exception of contiaband of war. 























2. Neateal goods, with the exception of cons 


iis of war, ave uot liable to captine und 


press flag. Ut 











3. Blockade, in order ta be binding, o 
citective 


(signed) Nisat Tokusixo, Baron 
Minister of State tor Bureign Affairs, 


(dated) 26th day, ql month, 31st year 
of Meiji. 


It is, of course, an error to say that the 
United States’ Government has signified 
its adhesion to the Treaty of Paris. The 
latter was a document negotiated for the 
purpose of settling the Eastern Question 
after the Crimean War. The Treaty 
having been concluded, the plenipoten- 
tiaries who had met to discuss its terms— 
the so-called Congress of Paris—took the 
opportunity to elaborate an agreement on 
the subject of the right of search and the 
rules generally of maritime war, and it is 
to the declarations embodying those rules 
that America has signified her adhesion 
on this occasion, 


The Official Gazette publishes the fol- 
lowing information forwarded from Wa- 
shington by the Japanese Representative 
in that city :—“ The Spanish Government 
having announced that the intimation 
conveyed to it by the United States 
Minister in Madrid on the atst of April to 
the effect that the Congress of the United 
States had passed a resolution declaring 
the necessity for interference by the 
United Statet for the purpose of securing 
the tranquillization and independence of 
the island of Cuba, is tantamount to a 
declaration of War, and having recalled 
its Representative from Washington and 
severed all relations with the U: 
States, the United States Cong: 
ed a resolution on the 26th of April to the 
effect that a state of War between the 
lwo countries existed from the 2tst of 
April.” 














Having lived for the last four days in 
momentary expectation of news that a 
decisive battle had been fought in the 
neighbourhood of Cuba, people are begin- 
ning to wonder a little at the silence of 
the telegraph. What is the cause of the 
delay? The United States took the ini- 
liative. Its ships proceeded to Cuba and 
blockaded the whole of the coast which 
remains in Spanish possession. By that 
step the object proclaimed on the part of 
America was virtually accomplished. 
Spain was shut out of Cuba, and her 
people there were cut off from all sources 
of supply and re-inforcement. Upon the 
Spanish fleet, therefore, devolved the res- 
ponsibility of re-establishing communica. 
tions with the island. Why has no 
allempt been made to discharge that duty? 
We do not understand the hesitation. 
Two explanations suggest themselves, 
One is that Spain has decided to aban- 
dou Cuba temporarily to its fate, and 
to undertake a war of reprisals along 
the coast of the United States. It has 
been generally assumed that such a 
mancuvre is impossible owing to. the 
coal dilemma, for if the Spanish fleet gave 
up its base, it would very soon find itself 
in straits for fuel. But there would be 
ho great difficulty in holding a station in 
Puertorico, and at the same time detach- 
ing a powerful flying squadron for offen- 
sive operations along the coast. America 
has organized a flying squadron doubtless 
to provide against enterprises of that kind, 
and sooner or later the Spanish squadron 
would be brought to bay. It might be 
“Taer,” however, and in that case the 
first news to reach us may be the bom- 
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States. The second and more probable|read in the sense of a promise that/to the concession about the export of rice. 
hypothesis is that Spain is mustering all]Fubkien shall not be ceded to any The cereal may be had in the Middle 


her strength to break the blockade. It is 
idle to conjecture what she hopes to gain 
by delay. She knows her own business 
best, and she may be waiting for additional 
vessels to cross the Allantic before she 
attempts anything. But where is the 
American flying squadron in the mean- 
while? We presume that it is cruising 
off Puertorico watching the torpedo 
flotilla and other ships of Spain which 
were assembied there at the time of the 
declaration of war. But it is all guess 
work. The only thing certain is that the 
delay on Spain’s part in attempting to 
break the Cuban blockade contrasts vividly 
with the celerity shown by America in 
establishing the blockade. As for the 
United States squadron in these waters, its 
first business has been to obtain and 
secure a base of operations. It has 
selected Mirs Bay for the purpose, and 
we shall be very curious to hear what 
China has had to say on the subject, for 
the procedure is, of course, a plain 
violation of her neutrality, and whether 
she is a consenting party or a dissenting, 
respousibility will rest with her ois-d-vas 
Spain. ‘There will probably be some 
surprise that the American ships did. not 
at once make adash for Manila, since 
every day's delay will greatly increase the 
difficulties of any such enterprise. But, 
as we saidat the outsel, the advantages of 
an expedition against the Philippines are 
doubtful, unless the tenure of the islands 
as security for the payment of an indemnity 
be in contemplation. The logical course 
for America is Lo localize the war as much 
as possible. She would not think of 
holding the Philippines permanently, and 
would nevertheless become responsible 
for their administration if she drove 
out the Spaniards. She would be re- 
sponsible, too, for the prevention * of 
outrages on the part of the natives, and 
that, isa responsibility which holds to a 
still greater extent in the case of Cuba. 
The Cuban insurgents have a terrible 
legacy of vengeance to exact from the 
Spaniards, and if the former get the upper 
hand while the latter's avenues of escape 
are closed by a blockading squadron, 
awful atrocities may be perpetrated. The 
only way to avert all danger of such a 
catastrophe is to land American troops, 
but the season is almost prohibitive of 
that step. 




















THE S21 RONG FOREIGN POLICY 
PARLY AND FUHKIEN. 

—+ 

The representatives of the strong- 
foreign-policy party are not at all satisfied 
with the action of the Government in 
obtaining from China a promise not to 
lease or cede any portion of Fubkien to 
a foreign Power. They claim that, with 
the strength at Japan’s command, she is in 
tion to make her voice very audible 
in Far-Eastern councils, and that it is 
ridiculous for her to confine herself to 
following the futile example set by other 









states by way of supplementing the 
genuine concessions that they have 
gained. An engagement given by China 


not to alienate any part of Fuhkien is 
worthless, they say, for China is helpless 
in the face of a strong Power, and if she 
fails to guard her belongings on her own 
account, what hope is there that she will 
guard them for the sake of pleasing a 


third Power? If the agreementscam be 
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State but Japan; if, in short, a rever- 
sionary interest is secured to Japan in 
the province, it is a very fine arrange- 
ment, But it can not be interpreted in 
that sense. It is an idle promise which 
China is not competent to implement, 
and no provision is made for the contin- 
gency of her violating it, or being sub- 
jected to compulsion by a Power secking 
its violation. The ‘ stalwarts” profess 
to think that the Government’s action 





about Fuhkien was prompted entirely 
by the pressure that they themselves 
brought to bear on Marquis Ito, and 
they insist that since the Cabinet 
shows at length some signs of waking 
from its lethargy, it should proceed 
a step further, and for a lease of 





Amoy and Foochow, the occupation of 
those places being essential for the pur- 
pose of establishing tranquillity and good 
order in Formosa. Some of the Opposi- 
tion journals assert, however, that’ the 
Government did ask China for Amoy or 
Foochow, but that it failed to obtain a 
salisfactory answer. 


Even an independent journal like the 
Asahi urges the importance of leasing a 
port in Fuhkien, and we have already 
seen that the Fi Shimpo takes the same 
line. The Asaht, however, expresses 
great satisfaction in connexion with the 
Fubkien incident, and notes with much 
pleasure that the rapidity and smoothness 
of the negotiations may be taken as a 
conclusive proof of China's good-will to- 
wards Japan. In the case of similar pro- 
posals submitted by other Powers, the 
Peking Government has invariably raised 
objections and made delay, but Japan 








put in her request on the 2oth and 
obtained an affirmative reply within 
four days. The concession with re- 


gard to the export of rice is also wel- 
comed by our contemporary. Last year, 
nearly 5 million yen worth of rice came to 
Japan from China, but it was not Chinese 
tice. It only came through Chinese ports: 
(We do not understand this assertion). 
If no official prohibition stood in the way 
of the export of Chinese rice, there can 
be no doubt that large quantities would 
find their -way to Japan, to the great 
benefit.of both count 








The Nippon is finely sarcastic. It was 
not aware that the possibility of China’s 
leasing her provinces to foreign Powers 
had entered the field of practical politics. 
Does the Japanese Government intend to 
place on record the fact that China may 
lease any one, or all, of her eleven pro- 
vinces to foreign Powers provided that 
she reserves Fubkien? As for the mining 
concession, it adds nothing whatever to 
the Shimonoseki Treaty. ‘fhe latter 
contains a perfectly explicit most-favoured- 
nation clause which secures to Japan the 
general right that she has now stipulated 
for in a particular instance. Was the 
Government apprehensive that there might 
be some special difficulty in extending the 
clause to mining privileges? Really its 











forethought does it much credit. The 
third concession, too, is a very noble 
affair. Germany has obtained Kiao-chou 


and a large tract of territory ; Russia has 
obtained Liaotung ; England has obtained 
Wei-hai-wei, aud now Japan comes for- 
ward proudly and gets permission to buy 
tice if she wants it! 





ole” Shimpo atta attaches great value 
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Kingdom in almost unlimited quantities 
for less than 10 yer a koku, whereas its 
price inthe Japanese market is from 14 
lo 15 yen. Owing to the prohibition im- 
posed on its export by the Chinese Go- 
vernment, all sorts of roundabout devices 
have to be employed in order to get it 
out of the country, the commonest plan 
being to ship it from Shanghai to Canton ; 
then to re-ship it at the latter port nomi- 
nally for the use of the Chinese in Hong- 
kong, and finally to ship it from Hong- 
kong to Japan. (The Customs Returns 
do not show any import of rice from 
Hongkong, so that the ¥yi's reasoning is 
not plain). If it could be freely sent to 
Japan direct, the boon to the latter coun- 
try would be great. But the concession 
is limited to periods of famine in Japan. 
That greatly detracts from its value. Our 
contemporary hopes that the Government 
will endeavour to obtain more genera! 
permission, for there is no prospect what- 
ever of Japanese rice’s depreciating in 
prices anil ls beavy cost is a serious matter. 








THE REASON. 


+ 
The Liberal organ (Tokyo Shimbun) 
denies, with some show of indignation, 
the allegation hitherto universally believed 
that the Cabinet's refusal to give a port- 
folio to Count Itagaki was the prime cause 
of the rupture between the Liberals and 
the Ministry. It alleges that there were 
much deeper sources of dissatisfaction, and 
that they were submitted by Count Itagaki 
to Marquis Ito. ‘The first was that never 
at any general elections in Japan had so 
much money passed hands as at the last 
elections. © Whether this accusation is 
laid directly at the Government’s door, or 
whether it merely amounts to saying that 
the official measures to prevent corruption 
were inefficient, we donot gather. What 
is certain is that the Liberal candidates 
stood as supporters of the Cabinet. When, 
therefore, the Liberal leader charges that 
corruption was rife, we find ourselves 
obliged to choose between two hypotheses, 
namely, either that he accuses his own 
followers of bribery and the Government of 
having failed to interfere and perhaps even 
of having abetted them ; or that he accuses 
the Progressists of bribery and the Go- 
vernment of having countenanced corrup- 
tion in the interests of its own opponents. 
Tt must be confessed that this point is 
very obscure. The second protest said to 
have been made by Count Itagaki is that 
the new Budget was compiled without con- 
sulting the Liberals. The third, that altera- 
tions havé been made in the programme 
of armaments expansion, On these three 
grounds great dissatisfaction had develop- 
ed itself in the Party, and the only way to 
restore confidence was to admit Count 
Itagaki (o the Cabinet. But the Ministry 
declined to take that step, and thus a rup- 
ture became inevitable. It will be seen 
that the Liberal organ makes Count Ita- 
gaki’s non-admission merely the proxi- 
mate, not the prime, cause of the trouble. 








On Good Friday a large crowd gathered on 
the river bank in the German concession at 
Tientsin to witness the removal of a coffin. 
The corpse was found tobe in a state of perfect 
preservation, not even the clothing onthe body 
having decayed, but the colour of the garments 








had entirely disappeared, and they were bleach- 
ed quite Wh Pane and seas Limes, 
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THE GOVERNMENT AND FLOATING 
CAPITAL. 


ae 

In the $477 Shimpo we find a statement 
of the programme contemplated by the 
Government for the purpose ot easing the 
tightness in the money market. It is not 
an extensive programme, nor can it be 
expected to produce large results. Briefly 
stated, the plan is to buy up public securi- 
ties and thus increase the volume of the 
floating capital. According to a law en- 
acted in 1889, the Minister of Finance is 
empowered to extinguish portions of the 
national debt either by employing the 
process of lot to redeem loan-bonds or by 
purchasing them in the open market. No 
limit is put upon such transactions. The 
amount of the bonds redeemed or pur- 
chased depends entirely upon the surplus 
which the treasury has available. There 
happens to be no surplus available at pre- 
sent, so the power created by that particu- 
lar law can not be exercised. Another re- 
source, however, isto employ for the same 
purpose any funds lying in the Deposit 
Bureau of the Finance Department. There 
are three million yen thus available, the pro- 
ceeds obtained from the sale of Consolida- 
ted Bonds by the Bank of Japan. Of these 
three millions, one million is to used for 
buying shares of the Industries Encourage- 
ment Bank, and two millions for the pur- 
chase of public bonds. Finally, a sum of 
340,000 yen, part of the Indemnity—can 
also be applied to the latter object. These 
remedial measures, accompanied, perhaps, 
by a lowering of the rate of interest of the 
Bank of Japan, are described as constitut- 
ing the Government’s immediate pro- 
gramme. They seem like a dropin the 
ocean, Another journal (the Shogyo 
Shimpo) says that the Industries Encour- 
agement Bank is relied upon as a means 
of affording relief tothe money market ; 
that a fresh issue of its shares will soon 
take place, and that, if the people do not 
subscribe for them, the Government will 
do so. 








MONEY FOR HARBOUR IMPROVE. 
* MENTS. 


——~+—__—. 
Speculation has busied itself for some 
time about the various enterprises plan- 
ned by the people. Whence could funds 
be obtained to carry them on, or would 
they have to be abandoned? With re- 
ference to this matter, we read in the 
columns of the Zokyo Asahg that the pro- 
jectors of harbour improvements at 
Osaka, Yokohama, Nagasaki, and Nii- 
gata, finding themselves in need of 
some twenty million yen which they 
could not hope to obtain in the home 
market, recently opened negotiations with 
Messrs, Samuel Samuel and Company, 
and obtained that firm’s promise to lend 
the required finds provided that the rate 
of interest was six per cent. and the price 
of the bonds go yen pertoo yen face value 
Official consent alone was required to 
complete the transaction. Official con- 
sent, however, could not be obtained. 
When application was made to the Minister 
of Finance, he said that the proposed 
terms were not to be entertained. To 
sell even five-per-cent. bonds at go was a 
transaction he could not sanction, and 
when such a price was proposed for six- 
per-cent. bonds, the idea became alto- 
gether extravagant. He told the projec- 
tors to wait. Some other means of 
obtaining funds would by and by be 
forthcoming. . 








STA1E.OWNERSHIP OF $4PANESE 
RAILWAYS, 


rekd CaA 

The members of the Kyoto Chamber of 
Commerce have propounded a_ policy 
which, if pursued, will, in their opinion, 
put an end to the difficulties that confront 
Japan in connexion with want of capital. 
They urge that the State should purchase 
all the railways now in private hands, 
obtaining money from abroad for the 
purpose. This theory is not based on 
financial considerations alone. Another 
element enters into the question. It is 
that, after the Revised Treaties go into 
operation, foreigners will be certain to 
purchase shares in Japanese railways and, 
in the course of time, will become virtual 
owners of the lines. The Chamber does 
not object to foreigners gua foreigners, 
but it thinks that the control of a coun- 
try’s railways ought notto be in the hands 
of aliens, who would naturally raise the 
rates of freight to the highest possible 
figure, and who could not be expected to 
afford due facilities for the transport of 
troops and warlike material. The best 
way to avert that danger is for the State 
to buy upall the lines. About a hundred 
million yex have already been invested in 
the lines, and two or three times that sum 
would be needed to acquire possession of 
them and carry them to completion. But 
the money could easily be obtained by the 
Government foreign markets, and its 
introduction into the country would re- 
move the one obstacle which at present 
checks Japan’s development, lack of 
capital. 








The above views of the Kyoto Chamber 
are strongly traversed by the Keizat 
Zasshi. It is contended by that journal 
that the course recommended by the 
Chamber is economically defective, since 
foreign capital coming into the country 
for the purchase of railway shares would 
be obtained without any expense to 
Japan, whereas the raising of a loan 
abroad would be a very costly operation. 
The Chamber admits that large sales of 
railway shares are likely to be made to 
foreigners: in other words, that large 
sums of money will thus be imported. 
But it proposes to neglect that cheap 
means of obtaining capital and to sub- 
stitute the expensive method of a foreign 
loan. As to the Chamber's fears about 
foreign control of Japanese railways, the 
Keisai find them quite chimerical. It 
has always advocated the introduction of 
foreign capital by indirect channels— that’ 
by the sale of shares and bonds,—and 
it thinks that the plan applies to railways 
as well as to other kinds of enterprises. 
‘There is virtually no fear that foreigners 
will get the control of the lines into their 
hands, and, at any rate, if the Japanese 
are to begin by shrinking from competi- 
tion with other nationalities, the only 
logical course is to close the country once 
more. Japan must take her chance. If 
she can not fight ber battles without re- 
course to faulty and artificial devices, 
her defeat is certain, The grandmother- 
ly methods adovocated by the Kyoto 
Chamber do not commend themselves to 
sensible people. If the acquisition of the 
lines by the Government were urged 
on the general grounds that State owner: 
ship of all means of public communication 
is preferable to private ownership, the 
case would be different. But this talk 
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bout keeping out the foreigner is mere 





COUNT RURODA, COUNT INOUYE 
AND MARQUIS ITO. 
Jog 

Count Kuroda, President of the Privy 
Council, was naturally the first person 
whom the Emperor consulted after the fall 
of the Matsukata Cabinet. He recom- 
mended that the duty of organizing a new 
ministry be entrusted to Marquis Ito, and 
his advice was endorsed by Marquis 
Yamagata and Count Inouye. Count 
Kuroda’s views on the present crisis would, 
therefore, be interesting to ascertain, The 
Tokyo Asahi gives a report of some remarks 
alleged to have been made by him, but 
they amount to nothing more than an ex- 
pression of deep regret that a Cabinet 
apparently so strong should have got into 
difficulties within such a short period after 
its organization, and a general condemna- 
tion of the want of resolution shown by 
the Ministers of the Crown. It is possible, 
however, to read between the lines of the 
Count’s comments a conviction that the 
proper course for the Cabinet is independ- 
ence of the Diet. Having received the 
mandate of the Emperor, the Ministers 
should conduct the administration unflinch- 
ingly until that mandate is withdrawn, 
and should be careful not to trouble His 
Majesty by resigning merely because this 
set of politicians or that choose to show 
discontent. 














Count Inouye’s views are also published 
by the same journal. They were ex- 
pressed toa friend, not to a member of 
the journal’s staff. According to the 
Count, the responsibility for the present 
situation rests entirely with the Liberals. 
Even had they asked for the admission of 
Count Itagaki alone into the Cabinet, they 
must have known that their application 
could scarcely be granted, But they asked 
for several portfolios, thus making it 
wholly impossible for the Government to 
comply. They have themselves alone to 
blame. Referring, then, to his financial 
policy and to the opposition it had evoked 
among the Liberals, Count Inouye said 
that he had not in any way interfered 
with the integrity of the armaments-ex- 
pansion programme. What he had done 
was merely to extend the period for its 
completion in accordance with the 
financial capacities of the State. If the 
Liberals would take the trouble to inquire 
into the facts of the case before assuming 
an attitude of criticism, the public would 
be less misled. 


Marquis Ito, too, has been speaking. 
He addressed himself solely to the ques- 
tion whether any engagement had been 
given by him to the Liberals at the time 
of the Cabinet's organization in the sense 
that their leaders should subsequently 
receive portfolios, There had been no 
such engagement, nor any talk of an 
engagement. Various meetings had taken 
place between the Marquis and the Libe- 
tal leaders last December, and corres- 
pondence had passed, But neither at 
interviews nor in writing had there been 
any hint that the Party expected port- 
folios. On the contrary, the Liberal 
leaders had distinctly alleged their inten- 
tion of occupying an unofficial position 
and supporting the legislation of the Ito 
Cabinet without sharing in the duties of 
the Administration. Correspondence con- 
firming that review of the facts was still 
in Marquis Ito’s possession, Hence, in 











coming forward now to ask for portfolios, 
ebpetially WhEA no vacancies existed in 
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the Cabinet, the Liberals had made a radi- 
cal departure from the understanding that 
existed between them and the Ministry. 








BARON IWASAKI ON THE POLICY 
OF THE BANK OF FAPAN. 

. —_+— —- 

Baron Iwasaki, President of the Bank 
of Japan, is quoted as having made some 
remarks about the policy of the Bank. 
He noted the immense increase that took 
place in the import trade during 1896 and 
1897, and alluded to the fact that the in- 
gress of foreign goods continues to grow, 
the excess up to the present during this 
year having been some 32 million yea and 
the exodus of specie in the same time 
fully 20 millions. So long as the process 
of bringing over the Indemnity funds con- 
tinued, the hard-money reserve of the 
Bank of Japan did not reflect the state of 
the foreign trade; but now that no such 
recuperative factor is at work, the reserve 
has rapidly fallen, so it is nearly 29} mil- 
lion yen less than it was atthe end of last 
year. The volume of the convertible 
currency has also diminished to the extent 
of 40 million yen, so that only 185 mil- 
lions are now in circulation, It is under- 
stood, of course, that the volume of con- 
vertible paper is influenced by the 
fluctuations in the specie reserve, and to 
this may be added the consideration that 
each individual of the nation knows his 
own wants, and that whether he buys 
more from foreigners or sells more to 
them is a matter having no special con- 
cern for officialdom. Nevertheless to 
maintain a due ratio between the gold in 
the vaults of the central bank and the 
paper notes circulating in the coun- 
try is important, and financiers have 
to pay attention to that problem. It 
must not be supposed, however, that the 
rate of interest as fixed by the ‘Bank of 
Japan depends on the exodus of specie, 
or that, as has been asserted in some 
quarters, the Directors of the Bank raise 
the rate from time to time in order to 
check the outflow of gold, as is done by the 
Bank of England. ‘The conditions exist. 
ing in Japan are quite different from those 
existing in Great Britain. The raising of 
the rate of interest hi ndirect effect 
on the exodus of specie since it renders 
money difficult to procure and so hinders 
the purchase of imports. But, on the 
other hand, the lowering of the rate and 
the issue of convertible notes over and 
above the legal limit, have an indirect 
effect in restoring the balance of trade by 
bringing capital within reach of industrial 
enterprise and thus increasing the quan- 
tity of manufactures for sale abroad. Such 
subjects, however, occupy a secondary 
place only in the policy of the Bank. 
What is primarily considered is the state 
of the money market—the demand for 
capital, the nature of the purposes for 
which itis needed, and the supply avail. 
able. Hence there is no reason* to anti- 
cipate—as some have anticipated—that 
because a marked exodus of specie has 
taken place since the spring set in, a fur- 
ther raising its interest by the Bank will 
soon be ordered, No probability of such 
a measure is apparent just now. 























The golf mania is progressing in Shanghai. 
The grounds of the Briisy Consulate-General 
have been laid out as miniature golf links, 
One of the balls whizzed throngh the air and 
gracefully alighted in the middle of the Police 
Court. Fortunately the Magistrate was not 
sitting. 
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THE WAR AND THE FAPANESE 
PRESS. 

The vernacular press has displayed 
remarkable indifference during the pro- 
gress of the events that have culminated 
in a rupture of the peace between Spain 
and the United States. Now that war 
has actually broken out, however, we may 
expect some definite expressions of 
opinion. Monday, as, our readers know, 
is an “off day” with the majority of the 
Tokyo journals, and of those that appear 
the only important sheets are the Chuo, 
the Nippon, and the Yomiuri. Not one 
of them, however, attempts to pronounce 
a verdict as to the rights or wrongs of the 
war. The Néppon, which is nothing if not 
oulspoken, confines itself to a review of 
the incidents leading up to the crisis. 
Its statement is only in outline and does 
not lean to either side. Brief reference 
is made to Spain’s failure to suppress the 
rebellion; to the umbrage taken by the 
Spaniards at the secret interference of the 
American people; to Weyler's strong 


policy; to its failure; “to the fall 
of the Cabinet in Madrid and the 
accession of Sagasta to power; to 


Spain’s change of policy and willing- 
ness to grant local autonomy to the 
Cubans; to the rejection of any pro- 
gramme short of freedom; to the interven- 
tion of the United States Government for 
the purpose of inducing Spain to cease 
fighting and recognise the island’s inde- 
pendence; to the steadily growing feeling 
in America that the interests of trade 
must no longer be impaired nor the 
principles of morality violated by this 
ceaseless struggle; to the President’s 
unavoidable obedience to public senti- 
ment; to the intervention of foreign 
States whose governments felt that the 
peace of the world should not be endan- 
gered and its trade impeded by such a 
cause; to the apparent settlement of the 
trouble, and then to the occurrence of 
two events which greatly aggravated the 
situation, namely, the de Lome letter and 
the Maine disaster. With regard to the 
former, the Mippon says that the American 
authorities were to blame for not securing 
the inviolability of private correspondence, 
and that Spain was unduly harrassed in 
connection with the incident after she 
had made all the reparation in her power 
by recalling de Lome. With regard to 
the Maine, our contemporary seems to 
consider it beyond dispute that the vessel 
was destroyed by a mine or some agent 
independent of the explosives on board. 
Having thus carried events down to their 
climax, the Tokyo journal passes on to 
explain, with equal brevity, that the war 
may have a very serious effect upon 
Japan’s trade with the United States, 
There is an allusion to disaffected elements 
among the populations of both the bel- 
ligerents, but we fail to grasp the Vippon's 
meaning. The article concludes by alleg- 
ing that an attack on the Philippines by 
the United States Squadron in_ these 
waters is unlikely, the Washington 
Government having too much respect for 
the peace of the world to needlessly 
extend the sphere of warlike operations. 














The commercial aspect of the problem 
chiefly occupies the Chuo and the Yomiurd. 
The former journal remarks that the 
United States has become a country of 
ptime importance in Japan’s trade: the 











million yen last year out of a total of 375 
million; and it bought from Japan 52$ 
million yen worth of commodities out of a 
a total of 159 million, whereas Japan 
bought from it only 27 million out of a 
total of 219. It is further to be noted that 
whereas the imports from America to 
Japan arrive nearly entirely during the 
first half of the year, the exports from 
America to Japan are sent out during the 
second half. Already some 30 million yen 
worth of commodities have come from 
the States this year and practically 
nothing has gone thither, the season for 
silk and tea not having yet come. Japan 
is already suffering from commercial de- 
pression, and if one of the main arteries 
of her trade be now cut, her distress will 
be greatly augmented. There is further 
the probability that the United States 
squadron on this station will proceed to 
the Philippines and seize them, in which 
case Japan’s trade with those islands— 
amounting to nearly 3 million yen—would 
suffer, and the war would be brought 
almost to her doors. These considera- 
tions suggest that the Japanese Govern- 
ment should use its good offices with all 
possible energy to mediate between the 
belligerents, carefully avoiding, of course, 
all semblance of interference in the affairs 
of foreign countries and simply taking the 
ground that her material, interests are 
imperiled. 


The Yomiurs's writing is more original. 
It says that the United States’ navy has a 
displacement of 170,000 tons and the 
Spanish a displacement of only 100,000, 
but the Spaniards handle their ships better 
than the Americans, so that the victory 
will probably be with them at the outset. 
Spain, however, is weakened by domestic 
troubles and will.go under on that account. 
France is interested in saving Spain from 
complete disaster, for a successful Carlist 
revolution in the latter country might 
endanger the republican institutions of the 
former. England, too, has always been 
opposed to America’s Cuban policy and 
does not want the United States to come 
into possession of the island. But Eng- 
land has been ‘squared’ By means of a 
secret agreement that Havana shall be 
handed: over to her, and her sympathy 
with America has now been shown by 
Mr. Balfour’s declaration on the subject of 
coal, In short, so far as right is con- 
cerned, the nations would be on the 
side of Spain, but their interests draw 
them in a different direction. Thus, 
while they are ostensibly neutral, they 
will probably take sides as far as is 
possible without seriously compromising 
themselves. Hence it is not likely that 
the war last long. Spain’s condition for- 
bids her to push it vigorously, and other 
Powers will probably intervene at an early 
stage. Such are the Yom#uri's view 















THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 
- AND TH# INDEMNITY. 
Paibcie yearn 

The Chambers of Commerce of Tokyo 
and Osaka have both decided that the 
wisest policy for the Finance Department 
to pursue at the present juncture is to re- 
deem War Bonds with the remainder of 
the Indemnity. It is easy to understand 
and appreciate the principle underlying 
that decision, At a moment of patriotic 
enthusiasm the people put up large sums 
for warlike purposes. They did not sub- 
scribe to the War Bonds as an investment. 
On Ghecgoutraryythey expected that, im- 
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mediately after the conclusion of the war, 
measures would be adopted to redeem the 
Bonds, thus setting free the capital so 
much needed for industrial purposes. 
Hence they are not a little embarrassed 
by the prospect of having to hold the 
Bonds for many years until it suits the 
convenience of the State to redeem them, 
If the process of redemption fixed by the 
regular budgetary system be followed, only 
some four million yer worth of public 
securities are redeemed annually. The 
business men want something much more 
rapid. Hence their proposal as to the In- 
demnity. But what are the details of their 
plan? Do they suggest that the funds 
accruing from the Indemnity should be at 
once applied to redeem War Bonds, and 
that the Bonds thus redeemed should be 
re-sold in the foreign markets when suit- 
able opportunities present themselves ? 
In other words, do they suggest that the 
Indemnity should be employed to immedi- 
ately replenish the floating capital of the 
nation without regard to the demands of 
State finance? That is a feasible plan, 
of course, but it presents many difficulties. 
On the other hand, if the financial needs 
of the State be taken into account, it 
appears that there are practically no funds 
available from the Indemnity for the pur- 
chase of War Bonds. A statement may 
be made in two forms, the more easily 
comprehended of the two being this :— 
Fen. 

Total Indemnity ... ++ 362,184,497 
‘Total Appropriations from Indemnity, 

already made or to be immediately 

made sseee 287,868,897 

















Remainder actually available. 14.315, 
According to the above method of reckon- 
ing, sonie 14 millions might be available 
for the redemption of War Bonds. But 
there is a deficit of about 13 million yen 
in the Budget for the current fiscal year, 
and unless it be met by a draft on the In- 
demnity, no source of supply is in sight. 
Thus the Indemnity does not seem to lend 
itself at all to the purpose contemplated 
by the two Chambers of Commerce, unless 
the first plan mentioned above expresses 
their idea. The silver lying in the Trea- 
sury’s vauits represents an asset, it is true. 
By selling it for gold ‘and applying the 
proceeds to redemption purposes, a good 
deal might be done. But what it is that 
the Chambers actually recommend, we do 
not yet know. 


There is another claim upon the In- 
demnity. It figures, indeed, in Japanese 
finance like the widow’s cruse: every one 
seems to regard it as inexhaustible. The 
otherclaim comes from the cotton-spinners. 
Things are not prospering with them, and 
they think that the Government should 
come to their assistance, buying up the 
shares of the amalgamated companies to 
the extent of some 20 million yen, and re- 
selling them when the sun of prosperity 
shines again. Itis alleged by a vernacular 
newspaper that the Minister of State for 
Finance has practically given his consent 
to ascheme of that nature. We doubt it 


greatly. 
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COONT INOUYE ON FINANCE. 

= ———— 

Count Inouye has made a brief state- 
ment of his financial policy to the iyi) 
Shimpo:—" People talk of my financial 
policy as one. of restriction and imagine 
that retrenchment is the order of the day 
all round. That is a mistake. I have 
reduced only the unproductive expendi- 


tures, And even in that direction what I 
have done can not be called a real reduc- 
tion. I have always had my own views 


about armaments expansion, But to 
carry out those views would involve a 
recasting of the present programme ad 
initio, which, of course, is out of the 
question. Nevertheless, in the appro- 
priations for the Army and the Navy as 
well as in those for the various Depart- 
ments, I have cut down by 46 million 
yen the outlays estimated in the Budget 
submitted to the Diet last December. 
But there is no change in the actual 
dimensions of the armaments ex- 
pansion programme. The dimensions 
remain unaltered, the sum to be paid 
out in each year being alone re-adjusted 
so as to equalize the amounts, in obed 
ence to financial convenience. On the 
other hand, I have kept steadily in view 
the development of productive enterpri- 
ses, These enterprises are considerably 
embarrassed at present. Notably in the 
case of several industries connected with 
the export trade, there is such a want of 
floating capital that even the wages of 
operatives can not be paid ; machinery and 
raw material are lying idle ; loss is piled 
daily upon loss ; the volume of exports is 
diminished ; the balance of trade become 
more and more unfavourable, and the 
diminution of the gold ‘reserves proceeds 
apace. It is my great desire to render 
every possible assistance to these euter- 
prises. The public is well acquainted 


| Pl F 
with the financial resources at the Govern- 


ment’s command, and understands that 
they are by no means sufficient to 
fully satisfy the needs of the time. But 
they will be employed as far as they 
go in the interests of productive enter- 
prise. ‘That has been my policy from 
the first. If was decided upon with- 
out any reference to the procedure of 
the manufacturers in the Keihan districts, 
and I am pursuing it now and intend to 
pursue it with all possible vigour. If I 
have not reduced, but only readjusted, the 
expenditures on account of unproductive 
works, still less am [likely to apply the 
pruning knife to the outlays for productive 
purposes.” 2 


A deputation headed by Mr. Nakano 
Buyei visited Count Inouye on the 23rd 
instant and addressed him at great length 
on the subject of finance, urging that some 
strong measure must be speedily adopted 
to raise commerce and industry from 
the morass of depression in which they are 
now plunged. The arguments advanced 
by the deputation are already familiar to 
our readers. Their cardial point was 
that capitalists had emptied their coffers 
to purchase War Bonds; that, no steps 
having been taken to redeem the Bonds, 
an embarrassing deficiency of capital had 
resulted, and that the Bonds had now 
fallen to such a discount that their holders 
saw themselves condemned to heavy loss. 
On these grounds the deputation contend- 
ed that the funds accruing from the In- 
demnity in May ought to be applied, in 
part at any rate, for the redemption of 
War ae Count Inouye did not give 























any definite reply. He said that Messrs, 
Shibusawa and Nakamigawa had already 
approached him on the same subject, but 
that the matter demanded careful thought 
before a decision could be taken. 











COUN? OKUMA ON 1HE POLITICAL 
SITUATION. 
EES 

It is impossible to tell how much or how 
little reliance may be placed on alleged 
interviews with statesmen appearing in 
the VYorosu Choho. In reproducing, there- 
fore, from the columns of that journal the 
gist of a conversation said to have taken 
place between a member of its staff and 
the Count, we must ask our readers to 
acquict us of any responsibility. The 
interviewer makes the Count say that 
affairs have taken an exceedingly incon- 
venient turn for the Cabinet. Its foreign 
policy is vehemently attacked ; its politi 
cal allies, the Liberals, have deserted 
and the opening of the Diet is close at 
hand. With regard to foreign policy, the 
Ministry’s apologists say that itis engaged 
in negotiations with Russia about Korea, 
and that their result will atone for the 
failures in Liaotung and Shantung. But, 
after all, what the Cabinet is doing can 
not be more than reducing to clearer 
terms the convention already existing, nor 
is it likely that anything will be accom- 
plished beyond, perhaps, an arrangement 
for the establishment of a Japanese- 
Korean Bank and the obtaining of a 
charter for the Séul-Fusan railway. 
Considering that Japan has had to suspend 
the doubling of her own Tokaido road, 
and to postpone the project for the For- 
mosan Bank, she is not likely to profit 
much by gaining such privileges in Korea. 
The fact is that the Japanese public should 
rouse itself to the necessity of putting 
backbone into the Cabinet's foreign policy. 
The peoples of England aud Spain have 
lately set that example. Two great op- 
portunities were lost, first, when China 
asked Japan to postpone the payment of 
the remainder of the Indemnity, and 
secondly, when England intimated her 
desire to occupy Wei-hai-wei after the 
withdrawal of the Japanese troops. It is 
not too late, however, even now to protest 
against the actions of Russia and Germany. 
If they cam be induced to withdraw from 
Liaotung and Shantung, England may be 
trusted to leave Wei-hai-wei. Speaking 
of domestic politics, the Count spoke of 
the Ito Cabinet's Parliamentary prospects 
as hopeless, but added that if the Ministry 
resigned, the Progressists could not under- 
take to form a Cabinet, since they do not 
command a majority in the Lower House. 
Possibly a coalition Ministry of Progres- 
sists and Liberals would be the only feasi- 
ble plan. 
























TEA, 


—— 

We see it recorded in vernacular journals 
that the Yokohama Tea Guild has forwarded 
acircular to all the tea-producing districts, 
enjoining care in the processes of manu- 
facture. Several points are set forth in 
detail—as the necessity of not mixing old 
leaves with new; the desirability of care 
in drying ; the evil of allowing the leaves 
to be smoked; the importance of using 
good charcoal for firing purposes, and so 
on, all of which sound very rudimentary, 
but it must be presumed that experience 
has demonstrated the need of such in- 
structions. ;) 
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FANCY DRESS BALL AT THE BRA- 
ZILIAN LEGATION. 


aE eee 

A fancy dress ball was given by His 
Excellency the Brazilian Minister and 
Madame Lisboa at the Brazilian Legation 
in Tokyo on the atst. instant. The 
weather proved singularly unpropitious, for 
at the close of a balmy though boisterous 
spring day the wind suddenly veered to 
the north, bringing down a deluge of rain 
and producing a wintry temperature. 
Despite these deterrent circumstances 
the salons of the Legation were filled 
at half-past nine with a crowd of guests in 
costumes of great variety, historical, 
allegorical, national, grotesque, rustic, bar- 
barian and picturesque. Many of the ladies 
wore masks, but that pleasant method of 
mystification was uot de rigueur; nor, 
indeed, were fancy costumes, a freedom of 
choice which naturally commended itself 
to some of the less juvenile men and to a 
few of the staider ladies. The English 
hunt-ball dress was much affected by the 
gentlemen, andits adoption by several difte- 
rent nationals, German, French, Spanish, 
and Belgian, constituted one of the rare 
tributes paid by Europe to British taste. 
The scene when dancing commenced 
might fairly be called brilliant, perhaps 
the most brilliant witnessed in Tokyo 
since the celebrated ball twelve years 
ago which had the distinction of being 
elevated to the rank of a_ political 
event and helping materially to bring the 
social fashions of the Occident into dis- 
favour in Japan. Our readers must 
pardon us if we shrink from the task of 
setting down the costumes in detail. 
Many of them were sufficiently beautiful 
and striking to deserve the most minute 
description, but it would be a feat beyond 
our powers to pass in review, unit by unit, 
a crowd in which a gay Pierrot might be 
seen escorting a Turkish lady mysterionsly 
veiled; a Russian noble with a stately 
Mary Queen of Scots ; a German peasant- 
girl and Little Red Riding Hood attended 
by three admirably disguised monkeys 
whose sepulchral talk turned chiefly on 
their inability to wash clothes; a dainty 
little gipsy lass and a colossal Bri 
Squire of the roistering days; circus- 
clowns, Mexican warriors, Persian 
grandees, ante-Confucian Chinese, and 
so forth and so on, a picturesque but 
most perplexing ensemble. Madame Lis- 
boa’s dainty costume of green satin de- 
corated with red chrysanthemums won 
universal admiration, and her sister’s dress 
of Columbine with its glittering sequins 
and chapeau gensd'arme was probably 
one of the prettiest in the ball. Mrs. Mac- 
millan in the powderand patches of the good 
old time presented an exquisite picture, 
and Miss Howe as Klondyke, wearing a 
white satin dress trimmed with fur and 
decorated with nuggets of gold, was uni- 
versally voted “too charming for anything.” 
Madame de Frétas in blue and gold 
satin as a Swiss; Madame Renaud in the 
richly embroidered costume of a Pole; 
the two daughters of the Chinese Minister, 
delightfully decked out and making tinkl- 
ing music as they moved; Madame von 
Treutler wearing the gold-laced tunic of a 
hussar;| Madame Schinzinger in the 
quaint and picturesque German costume 
of sixty years ago; Madame de Carcer in 
the dress of the First Empire; Viscoun- 
tess de Bondy in that of a Laplander; 
Mrs, Conder as Shizi me; the Misses 
Nishikawa as Spring Autumn ;] Miss 
von Fallot jase cGirtdy_ Gil) (Mi ida 














von Fallot as a Spanish belle ; Miss Con- 
der, as a gipsy; Viscountess du Dresnay 
in powder and patches; Miss Aoki as a 
Circassian beauty—all these and many 
others showed what can be accomplished 
by taste and ingenuity even without the 
aid of the professional costumier. Among 
the gentlemen’s costumes one of the 
handsomest and most interesting was that 
of Mr. J. Conder, who appeared as Ota 
Dokan, every detail of the dress perfect ; 
and perhaps the quaintest that of Mr. 
Van de Polder, who figured as Fuku- 
roku-ji, the cylinder-pated deity of longe- 
vity. Much amusement was caused by 
the apparition of an itinerant dressing 
table (Mr. Atcheson), in the midst of a 
quadrille, and a masked Zingara Queen 
distributing cards and telling fortunes. 
The cotillon proved particularly success- 
ful, the favours being of the daintiest des- 
cription, and the ‘ribbon figures” re- 
markably graceful. Immense merriment 
was afforded by a figure in which mottos 
found inside eggs had to be matched by 
would-be partners, and the most pictures- 
que moments of the evening were during 
the dancing of the Pas de Patinears and 
the Valse Minuet. The arrangements for 
refreshments and supper were sumptuous, 
and so keen was the enjoyment that danc- 
ing did not cease until past four o'clock in 
the mornin. 











THE NATIONAL UNIONISTS AND 
THE LIBERALS. 


pean 

Mr. Sassa Tomofusa, the most promi- 
nent Parliamentary member of the 
National Unionists, has made an interest- 
ing statement to one of the staff of the 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun. It has been gene- 
rally supposed, he said, that the National 
Unionists are seeking to restore the 
coalition that formerly existed between the 
Cabinet and the Liberals; in fact, that they 
stand in the position of mediators. But 
the truth is that the relation between the 
Liberals and the Cabinet was always much 
more intimate than the relation between 
the National Unionists and the Cabinet. 
The leaders of the National Unionists 
were even ignorant of the causes that led 
lo the severance of the Ministry’s con- 
nexion with the Liberals, So far as the 
Armaments-expansion programme and the 





policy of national finance are concerned, |* 


the Unionists and the Liberals think alike, 
and will work together, nor is there any 
reason to suppose that a grave difference 
of opinion has occurred between the 
Liberals and the Government on either of 
the subjects. In fact, the only, apparent 
reason of the split is the Cabinet’s refusal 
to admit Count Itagaki toits ranks. No 
point of principle is involved, and no 
reason can therefore be discerned why 
the Liberals should assume an attitude of 
opposition in the approaching session of 
the Diet. ‘The probability is that they 
will discuss the Cabinet's measures strictly 
on their merits, and vote for them or 
against them without any reference to 
party feeling. As for the Liberal Union- 
ists, they recognise the paramount import- 
ance of the problems now confronting the 
nation—the problem of completing the 
arrangements for carrying the Revised 
Treaties into operation and the problem 
of foreign policy. They have not the 
slightest intention of dragging such ques- 
tions into the field of party politics, and 
will therefore spare no efforts to bring the 
Diet’s session to a close without troubles 
some friction, F 
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THK INDEMNITY. 
canes 

According to the Shogyo Shimbun the 
Government agreed to purchase through 
the Bank of England bonds of the new 
Chinese loan to the extent of two mil- 
lions _ sterling. Why the Bank of 
England should be asked to undertake 
the transaction our contemporary does 
not say. The purchase rate is said 
to be £88 per bond. Of course the opera- 
tion is for the purpose of facilitating 
the raising of the loan, It signifies 
merely that the Japanese Government, 
instead of receiving the whole of the 
remaining portion of the Indemnity in 
cash, receives a part of it in bonds, The 
Shogyo asks why, if the Government is 
teady now to embark in such a specula- 
tion, China’s request for a postponement 
of the time of paying the indemnity was 
refused two months ago. The financial 
result would have been the same, but 
large political capital night have been 
gained by accommodating China direct 
instead of accommodating the persons 
who have undertaken to raise the loan for 
her. Again, it'is alleged that whereas 
Japan pays £88 for each bond, thus gain- 
ing £240,000 on the transaction, and 
recieving 44 per cent.interest, the Bankof 
England gets the bonds for £35, thus 
clearing £60,000 on the transaction, 
Surely better terms could have been 
obtained by dealing direct with the 
Syndicate? Further, the. five-per-cent, 
Japanese War Bonds are now procurable 
in the market for gt yen per 100 yen of 
face value. They thus give $4 per cent. 
interest as an investment. If the 
Government can afford to lay out two 
million pounds sterling on paper securi- 
ties, why does it not buy up its own 
bonds, thus accomplishing a better pecun- 
ary result and relieving the distressful 
tightness in the home money market? 


We quote these criticisms, but they do 
not seem to display the acumen generally 
characteristic of the Shogyo Shimpo's 
writing. For it is quite plain that if the 
Government is taking over a portion of 
the Indemnity in Chinese bonds, the trans- 
action is unavoidable, and must not, 
therefore, be judged by the light of ordi- 
nary financial principles. We have no 
ial information on the subject, but it 

to us pretty clear that the 
Government takeg the bonds because it 
can not get cash, and thete is an end of 
the matter. 











7HE SOUL-CHEMULPO RAILWAY. 
~ a e 

In the course of an article on the rela- 
tions between Iapan and Korea the Mai 
nicht Shimbun makes an _ interesting 
statement about the Séul-Chemulpo Rail- 
way. It alleges that Mr. J. Morse, who 
holds the concession for the line, promised 
the Matsukata Ministry that he woull 
transfer the road to Japan immediately 
after its completion, and a bill authorizing 
the Government to acquire it will accord 
ingly be introduced in the next session of 
the Diet. The statement is made in the 
context of various remarks about the 
withdrawal of Russia’s military and 
financial experts and the abandor- 








ment of the peninsula to Japan's in- 
fluence, and we infer that our contem- 
porary intends to imply some connexion 
between the implementing of the promise 
awa thellmore decisive part which Japan 


wilt yow | mn /that quarter of the Far 
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East. There is, however, no suggestion 
of an aggressive policy on Japan’s side. 
It is claimed on her behalf that she seeks 
simply to strengthen Korea’s capacity for 
independence by leading her into the path 
of naval progress and material develop- 
ment. Our readers do not care to hear 
much on that subject, we imagine. They 
will be much more interested to learn 
that the French syndicate, which recently 
obtained a concession from the Korean 
-Government to build a Séul-Wiju line, 
has been making strenuons efforts to 
purchase the Séul-Chemulpo line from 
Mr. Morse, but the latter, despite the large 
profit that he might secure by selling to 
the French, stands firmly by his promise 
to Japan. In short, Mr. Morse seems 
to have played an exceptionally dis- 
interested and honorable part through- 
out these transactions. It is easy to 
appreciate the importance of the line to 
the French Syndicate, for to connect Wiju 
with Séul by railway would be a somewhat 
futile operation unless the road can he 
extended to Chemulpo. Rumour says 


that the Syndicate is promised a guarantee | di 


of 4 per cent. by the Paris Government 
provided that it can obtain possession of 
the Sdul-Chemulpo section, but it is dif- 
ficult to credit that. All observers agree 
that, from a purely business point of view, 
a road from Séul to Wiju could not pos- 
sibly pay, and the general impression has 
been that in seeking a concession for that 
line and negotiating the Sdul-Chemulpo 
section, the French Syndicate mérely 
played Russia’s game, the intention being 
to transfer the whole line to the latter at 
a subsequent date. Such a theory in- 
volves the hypothesis that the Korean 
peninsula is to be Russia’s maritime out- 
let, but, inasmuch as he has now turned to 
the Liaotung peninsula, the strong pro- 
bability is that the Séul-Wiju line will re- 
main unbuilt, and that the Séul-Chemulpo 
road will cease to interest the French 
Syndicate. 











“THINGS FAPANESE.” 
ee 

“Things Japanese” has reached its 
third edition, and will doubtless pass 
through a good many more, for it fills its 
own field so completely that little room 
remains for trespassers. Wehave spoken 
more than once of this book, but not in 
terms of unalloyed praise. Professor 
Chamberlain’s wide range of knowledge 
and exceptional powers of exposition com- 
pel admiration, but his love of humour 
sometimes seems to interfere with the full 
exercise of his sense of proportion. How- 
ever, it is indeed a rare thing to finda 
great scholar who carries his weight of 
learning so lightly as Mr, Chamberlain 
does, and who knows how to brighten the 
dullest subjects with airy conceptions and 
graceful fancies. Descending to particu- 
lars, we ourselves have a grievance to 
urge against him—a trifling complaint 
indeed, but still a complaint. He conti- 
nues to class the editor of the Zapan Mast 
among the ‘small band of foreign enthu- 
siasts who deny that the art of Japan is 
limited in its scope and decorative rather 
than representative,” and who “ put it on 
a level with that of Greece and Italy.” 
The editor of the Fapan Mail \vas not 
spoken or written anything that justifies 
his inclusion in such a coterie. He has, 
on the contrary, invariably maintained 
that the scope of Japanese art is limited, 

that it is, in his opinion, essentfal 
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decorative art, and that, as representative 
art, it can not be placed on the same 
plane with the art of Greece and Italy. 
Mr. Chamberlain in the same paragraph 
laughs at the same unfortunate editor for 
saying that “ Kyosai was perhaps the 
greatest limner of crows that Japan, nay 
the whole world, has produced,” and asks 
very wittily whether such a dictum does 
not recall the artist whose epitaph record- 
ed that he was “the Raphael of Cats.” 
That is excellent fun, and the editor of the 
Fapan Mail joins heartily in the laugh. 
But the truth is that his comment on Kyo- 
sai, when separated from its context as Mr. 
Chamberlain separates it, wears a very 
misleading aspect. The comment was 
penned with explicit reference to an 
article in a London journal discussing a 
new departure made by certain English 
arlists who essayed to draw birds after 
the Japanese fashion, and whose work 
the London newspaper compared with 
that of the Kyoto painter Bairei. Precise- 
ly in the same way, if some one were to 
discuss a new itinerary of the Hakone 
istrict, we might observe that Professor 
Chamberlain had compiled the best Japa- 
nese itineraries ever written, without in- 
tending to suggest for a moment that the 
compilation of itineraries is the crown of 
British sinologues’ achievements. How: 
ever, these are small matters. Much 
more important are Professor Chamber- 
lain’s account of Treaty Revision and his 
criticisms thereon. He ascribes the fail- 
ure of the negotiations in 1889 to ‘‘ panic 
at the idea of Japan being thrown open to 
foreign trade and residence.” That is a 
very novel conception ; a conception that 
seems difficult to reconcile with facts. For 
surely if the existence of such a panic 
among the Japanese people was sufficient 
to wreck Treaty Revision at the close of 
1889, the Foreign Office in Tokyo would 
not have resumed the negotiations in 
1890. For our own part—and we watch- 
ed the course of events with much atten- 
tion—we should hesitate to affirm that the 
opponents of mixed residence in Japan 
ever became sufficiently numerous or in- 
fluential to seriously affect the question 
of Treaty Revision. Concerning the 
British Revised Treaty and the British 
Foreign Office, Mr. Chamberlain is very 
severe. He says that the Treaty abounds 
with defects; he pays a high tribute to 
the diplomatic skill of the Japanese ; he 
asserts that the latter “adroitly caused 
the chief seat of the negotiations to be 
shifted from Tokyo, where some of the 
local diplomats possessed an adequate 
knowledge of the subject, to the European 
foreign offices, which possessed little or 
none; and he declares that “from the 
point of view of patriotic Englishmen, the 
residents in Japan (that is, the class which 
possesses the best knowledge of the state 
of the case) almost unanimously regard 
the British Foreign Office with contempt 
for having allowed itself to be so grossly 
misled and beaten.” One does not expect 
such wholesale statements from a respon- 
sible writer of Mr. Chamberlain’s type. 
It is, indeed, easy to find in every com- 
munity men who imagine that all admini- 
strative or diplomatic proceedings which 
do not exactly accord with their own 
theories are the acts of bungling states- 
men and ignorant officials. But Professor 
Chamberlain certainly belongs to a dif- 
ferent grade of critic, and with asto 
ment we find him writin “This a 
hundred years since Nelson noted the 














oles fact that ‘England seldom 








gains anything by negotiation, except the 
being laughed at, and still the Foreign 
Office slumbers and blunders on as in 
Nelson’s day.” The British Foreign 
Office and the British Diplomatic Service 
have, at all events, the best personnel 
that the British nation can furnish, and it 
ought to occur to aclose reasoner like Mr. 
Chamberlain that if the incompetence 
of the British official is always so palp- 
able to the non-official, some singular- 
ly unkind fate must contrive that the 
ability is invariably on the side of the 
latter. Asto the British Revised Treaty, 
there isno denying that, judged by the 
wisdom which follows the event, it is not 
a perfect document. But it is by no 
means so imperfect as Mr. Chamberlain’s 
criticism implies, for some of the so-called 
omissions regarded by him as crucial 
relate to subjects which do not belong to 
the sphere of conventional arrangement 
but are always left to be regulated by 
domestic legislation. For example, no 
independent country’ binds itself by treaty 
to allow foreigners to publish newspapers 
within its borders, or foreign doctors and 
lawyers to practise among its people and 
in its courts without any official scrutiny 
of theirdiplomas. Details apart, however, 
it may be generally stated that the con- 
ditions with which the negotiators of the 
Treaty had to deal were immensely 
difficult. No guiding precedents were 
available, and diplomacy must have been 
omniscient if, on the first occasion of 
admitting an Oriental State to the comity 
of Western nations, a covenant perfectly 
satisfactory at every point, totus teres 
atque rotundus, had been elaborated. 
Evidently Professor Chamberlain has not 
reflected upon these points. He seemsto 
have devoted himself uniquely to stating 
the case against Treaty Revision in the 
strongest possible terms, and just as he 
forgets, or fails to notice, that the Treaty 
was the work, not of a Rosebery Cabinet 
alone, but also of a Salisbury, so, when he 
speaks of the scene of negotiation having 
been ‘shifted from Tokyo, where some 
of the local diplomats possessed an ade- 
quate knowledge of the subject to the 
European foreign offices which possessed 
little or none,” he equally forgets, or fails 
to notice, that the diplomats who had 
charge of the negotiations in London were 
precisely the men who would have had 
charge of them had the scene been in 
Tokyo, namely, Mr. de Bunsen and Mr. 
Gubbins. However, it is an uncongenial 
task to criticise Mr. Chamberlain. Whether 
we agree with his views or differ from 
them, they are always delightfully stated 
and lucidly conceived, and we welcome this 
third edition of “Things Japanese” with 
its many additions and improvements as a 
genuine boon to everyone seeking in- 
formation about any topic under the 
sun of Japan. 














BARON 110'S RESIGNATION, 
+ 


Raron Ito Miyoji’s resignation of the 
portfolio of Agriculture and Commerce has 
been accepted, and Mr. Kaneko Kentaro 
is appointed to succeed him. It is stated 
—and we have no doubt of the correctness, 
of the statement—that Marquis Ito endea- 
voured to persuade the Baron to recon 
der his decision, but without success. 
Most people will be disposed to conclude, 
we imagine, that Baron Ito is acting 
wisely. He has associated himself closely 
with the Liberal Party during the past 
three ye@vs()i Tb lisraviYopen secret that the 
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coalition between that Party and the Cabi- 
net at_the close of 1885—the coalition 
which proved of such great importance, 
since it secured the passage of the post- 
bellum measures through the Diet—was 
brought about chiefly through Baron Ito’s 
offices as intermediary, and the public 
understood very well, when he received a 
portfolio in December, that he represented 
the link between the Ministry and the 
Liberals. It is true that his name is not 
actually borne on the Party’s roll, but the 
connexion is now almost as close as that 
existing between the Progressists and 
Count Okuma. Apart from any question 
of principle, the shrewdest course for 
rising statesmen in Japan is to ally them- 
selves with a political party. Nothing is 
surer under the sun than the ultimate 
advent of the era when the system of 
party Cabinets will be established. On 
the other hand, nothing is plainer than 
the comparative insignificance to which a 
Cabinet Minister is already condemned 
unless he possesses either clan prestige 
or the backing of a political party. Parties 
may not yet be competent to assume the 
control of the Administration and to fill 
the offices of State from their own ranks, 
but they certainly are competent to give 
immensely increased weight to any official 
cling as their mouthpiece. Baron Ito 
one of the cleverest men of his era. He 
would rise high under any circumstances. 
But on the crest of a Liberal wave his 
elevation will be far more rapid and 
exalled than his unaided exertions could 
have madeit. We do not mean to suggest 
that his motives are simply selfish, But 
personal ambition is, after all, the main- 
spring of human beings’ actions, and we 
presume that he is not more than human. 





























THE “ OSAKA ASAHI” ON AMERICA 
AND SPAIN. 


- + 

The Osaka Asahs, which ranks with the 
leading journals of Tokyo, observes that 
Japan has no reason to be partial in the 
struggle now unfortunately inaugurated, 
and that she sympathises sincerely with 
each of the countries condemned to suffer 
the horrors of war, Spain has been for 
several years endeavouring to quell a re- 
bellion in Cuba and has utterly failed to 
do so. Hersovereignty in the island has no 
longer any real existence. Nevertheless 
she obstinately refuses to recognise the in- 
dependence for which the insurgents have 
been fighting. Under these circumstances 
the Government of the United States has 
intervened to put an end to the struggle 
by securing independence for the Cubans, 
and thus Spain and America find them- 
selves in the lists. Our Osaka contem- 
porary confines itself to that brief and 
apparently colourless statement, but 
the drift of its sympathies can be easily 
discerned. As to the result of the war, 
it pertinently observes that if Spain has 
failed signally to reduce the insurgents 
to obedience after years of exhausting 
effort, it is difficult to see how. she can 
hope to conquer the Americans plus the 
insurgents. She may leave Cuba to its 
fate and confine herself to reprisals along 
the United States coasts, which are ill- 
protected, but there are reasons which 
throw much doubt on her capacity to 
make such a diversion, The Asai then 
discusses the effects of the war upon 
Japan’s tradal relations with America, but 
its remarks are virtually identical with 


those of other journals-fwom which ywe 
have already,;quoted. oO gle 


FAPAN AND CHINA. 
og 

A telegram from Peking, dated 5.40 
a.m. on the 26th, says 
ACthe instance of the Japanese Minister Pleni= 
potentiary, the Chinese Government has en. 
gaged that vo part of the province of Kubkien 
shall ever be ceded to a foreign Power. 


Fuhkien, as our readers doubtless know. 
is the part of the mainland lying opposite 
to Formosa. If the telegram be correct, 
it follows, therefore, that Japan has adopt- 
ed the method of Great Britain and 
France, and has obtained a guarantee that 
the portion of the Chinese empire in which 
she is most interested shall not be alie- 
nated, What the value of such guarantees 
may be, it is dificult to say. [lt appears 
rather a superfluous kind of arrangement 
that the Government of a country, at the 
instance of another State, should promise 
not to do something which its own inter- 
ests forbid it to do. But the truth is that 
these engagements to which China pled- 
ges herself are intended to bea kind of 
polite method of delimiting spheres of in- 
fluence, and the Japanese nation will 
doubtless feel now that it has obtained a 
recognised footing in any council for the 
partition of China; or, perhaps we should 
rather say, for her preservation. 











‘The news that China has pledged herself 
vis-a-vis Japan not to transfer any part of 
the province of Fuhkien to a foreign 
Power seems to be received with much 
satisfaction in Tokyo, but as yet the only 
journal that has commented on the intel- 
ligence is the $i¢ Shimpo. That is, of 
course, attributable to the fact that the 
Fiji was the first to receive the telegram 
and could thus publish its views simul- 
taneously with the intelligence. We 
observe, however, that the 77 does not in- 
terpret the engagement as creating, in any 
sense, a ‘sphere of Japanese influence.” 
If takes the line that China has not shown 
herself capable of safeguarding her own 
territories and that Japan must endeavour 
to assist her neighbour at least in so far 
as, Japanese interests are directly con- 
cerned. They are undoubtedly concern- 
ed with respect to Fubkien, for it | 
opposite to Formosa, from which it is 
separated only by a narrow channel, and 
the transfer of the province, or of any 
part of it, to the possession of a strong 
foreign State, would seriously menace the 
safety of Formosa. Hence the step taken 
by the Tokyo Cabinet in obtainin 
guarantee of the integrity of Fubkin is a 
proper and statesmanlike measure, The 
Ft contends, however, that something 
more is necessary. Three years have 
elapsed since Japan obtained possession 
of Formosa, yet the island can not be said 
to have been brought*to a condition of 
good order. Insurrections are still rife, 
and there is no apparent prospect of their 
complete cessation. One chief reason for 
such an unsatisfactory state of affairs is 
not far to seek. The insurgents receive 
perpetual assistance in the form of arms, 
munitions of war, and money from the 
mainland, and unless that source of supply 
be cut off, it is hopeless to think of esta- 
blishing full security of life and property 
in Formosa. The Chinese Authorities are 
evidently incompetent, or at any rate they 
make no resolute effort, to check the mis- 
chief, The capacity or good-will has now 
been tested by three years’ experience, 
and itis plain that unless Japan can take 
the law into her own hands, nothing] 
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thoroughly satisfactory can be.) effeate 
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She ought therefore to ask China for a 
lease of some portion of Fubkien. Here 
the ¥i@ is distinctly vague. We do ‘not 
quite perceive, and our contemporary’s 
readers will labour under the same dif- 
ficulty, how the leasing of a position in 
the province of Fuhkien would enable 
Japan to supervise and control the inter- 
course between the whole province and 
Formosa. Foochow and Amoy at least 
would have to be held, and that is a pretty 
“tall order.” However, the $27 re- 
frains from defining its ideas and merely 
says ‘a portion of Fubkien,” Concern- 
ing the period of the lease, our con- 
temporary sees no occasion to fix it. 
The formula “a temporary lease’? would 
meet with the requirements of the occa- 
sion, and it would be clearly understood 
that Japan has no intention whatever of 
territorial aggrandisement or of perma- 
nent occupation, but that, while seeking 
primarity to reduce Formosa to a state of 
peace and good order, her secondary ob- 
ject is to assist in preserving the integrity 
of the Chinese Empire. 











Further telegraphic intelligence from 
Peking is to the effect that the Chinese 


Government has given the following 
engagement :— 
LJapanese subjects forming partnerships 





with Chinese subjects for the purpose of carrying 
on mining eperavions in China shall enjay the 
same privileges as those granted by the Chinese 
Government to the subjects or citizens, of any other 
foreign Power. 

2.—Whenever Japan suffers from a scarcity of 
food stuffs, the prohibitions imposed by the 
Chinese Authorities on the export of rice shall be 
velaxed in her favour, 








With regard to the former of these con- 
ions, it might be supposed at first 
sight that no special stipulation of the kind 
was necessary, since the ground is cover- 
ed by the most-favoured-nation clause. 
But in their recent dealings with China 
foreign Powers appear to have travelled 
considerably beyond the limits ‘of the 
most-favoured nation clause. The scope 
ofthe latter is general, whereas Russia, 
France, and Germany have been seeking, 
apparently, to obtain for themselves ex- 
clusive mining privileges in certain parts 
of the Chinese dominions—Russia in 
Manchuria, Germany in Shantung and 
France in Yunnan, That process, if car- 
ried far enough, would ultimately reduce 
the most-favoured-nation clause to a dead 
letter by excluding large sections of the 
Chinese empire from the scope of its 
operation, We read the concession now 
obtained by Japan in the sefse that any 
of her subjects, entering into partnership 
with Chinese subjects for purposes of 
mining enterprise, will be entitled to 
enjoy, whether in Manchuria, or in 
Shantung, or in Yunnan, or anywhere 
else, the same privileges—not with regard 
to the same mines, of course—as those 
already granted, or hereafter graut- 
ed, to Russians, or Germans, or French- 
men or whomsoever it may be. If that is 
what the stipulation signifies is an 
adroit way of getting behind any mono- 
poly that a foreign Power may attempt 
to establish in favour of its own nationals 
in China. The question is, however, how 
far are the Japanese people prepared to 
profit by such an agreement. It has been 
very shrewdly pointed out by a vernacular 
journal, in connexion with the recent 
strong-policy agitation, that although a 
section of the nation clamours for self- 
agsentiiigyraiction in the field of foreign 
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areas of enterprise beyond the seas, no 
adequate, or nearly adequate, attempt 
has been made to utilize the privileges 
and concessions already secured. Rail- 
ways are not built in Korea or Formosa ; 
mercantile establishments are not formed 
in the newly opened settlement in China; 
manufacturing enterprise is left entirely 
to foreigners in the neighbouring empire. 
Will the sequel of this mining concession 
be different? The Japanese are unable 
to find capital for a hundred lucrative 
undertakings that invite development at 
home; whence will they procure capital 
for mining purposes in China? Seldom 
in the history of the world has it befallen 
any nation to be so effectually held back 
from wealth and prosperity by the want of 
means to utilize its opportunities. 








THE“ FIFI" ON THE WAR. 
acne 

That the United States will come out 
of the war victorious, no one ¢an doubt, 
says the Fiji Shimpo. But there will be 
a great deal of financial trouble. Large 
quantities of American securities are held 
abroad, and already more than once their 
holders have showed signs of weakening 
in consequence of the instability. of the 
American financial system. It is impos- 
sible to be certain that the country will 
not turn to the silver standard one fine 
morning, and the element of doubt thus 
existing will be greatly accentuated by 
the war. For the first question to be ask- 
ed is, whence will funds be obtained to 
carry on belligerent operations? The Re- 
publican Cabinet adopted a greatly in- 
creased scale of import duties last year 
with the hope that the additional revenue 
thus accruing would balance the public 
accounts. But their expectation has been 
disappointed. Up to the end of February 
there was a balance of over 10 million 
yen on the wrong side. Apparently, then, 
recourse must be had to a loan. ‘The 
‘Treasury has a gold reserve of 150 mil- 
lion yen, and it holds silver bullion and 
silver certificates to a total value of some 
goo millions, If the gold be touched, 
there will be immediate apprehensions 
as to the stability of the public securi- 
ties, and foreign holders will unload 
so rapidly as to cause a heavy drain 
upon the country’s stocks of the precious 
metals. It is true that a wave of pros- 
perity swept over the country last year. 
But it had no permanent source. It was 
due entirely to the accident of a com- 
parative failure of the wheat crop in 
Europe contemporaneous with a plentiful 
yield in the United States. It would 
seem, then, that the better classes will 
severely feel the effects of this war owing 
to the depreciation of the securities in 
which their money is invested. It need 
scarcely be said that the 4/¢ does not 
predict any financial embarrassment for 
the Americans as a nation. Its pessimis- 
tic views have reference to trade only, 
and especially to the trade with Japan. 
Tea, silk piece goods, raw silk, porcelain, 
and such commodities are the chief staples 
of export from this country to the States, 
and such articles aré precisely those upon 
the demand for which the war is likely to 
produce a disastrous effect. There will 
scarcely be any interruption of shipping 
facilities: the Pacific Ocean lies altoge- 
ther remote from the fighting arena, and 
though Spain, since she has not given her 
adherence to the Treaty of Paris, ma 
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neutral vessels, her privateering opera- 
tions are not likely to extend to this quar- 
ter of the globe. But Japan's export 
trade will suffer severely, and it is to be 
earnestly prayed that the war will not 
last long. 


In another article the same journal 
expresses the opinion that victory may 
rest with Spain in the opening inciderts 
of the War. Its reasons for such a fore~ 
cast are that although, so far as ships and 
armaments are concerned, the contending 
forces are pretly equal, the personnel of 
the American navy is very mixed and the 
Spaniards are excellently trained in mari- 
time exercises and naval tactics, The 
United States, too, has been so long at 
peace that its capacity to make ready for 
war at a moment’s notice is doubtful. On 
the other hand, Spain's finances are at a 
very low ebb. ‘There is no telling, there- 
fore, which of the belligerents will be 
found the better prepared, but the open- 








ing episodes may be unfavourable to 
America, though her great resources must 
ultimately give the battle to her hands. 





TH EXHIBITION OF APPLIED 
ARI Al UFENO. 
Se 

It appears to us that the Spring Ex- 
hibition of Applied Art in the Gallery of 
the Art Association, in Uyeno Park, 
which was opened on the Ist instant, is 
not so fully furnished as usual. But we 
observe a steady tendency towards re- 
finement of decorative design and an in- 
creasing disposition to discard the florid 





meretricious style which threatened at 
one time to come into vogue. 
is 


Much 
of the silversmith’s work 
beautiful, but the prices—as i 
the case at these exhib 
certainly higher than the figures that 
would be charged for the same specimens 
by ordinary dealers. A vase, for example, 
which no visitor can fail to notice—iris 
flowers in coloured enamels suspended in 
a pierced net-work of iris leaves and 
stalks ; a very exquisite design—is marked 
250 yen. The actual costof the metal can 
nol exceed 50 or 60 yen, so that there re- 
main nearly 200 yex for the workmanship. 
Most of the specimens in this section are 
designed to suit Japanese taste and to be 
serviceable in Japanese houses. They lose 
nothing for that reason, 

Modelling in plaster is one of the fea- 
tures of the Exhibition, and a very success- 
ful feature. It can scarcely be called a 
novelty, for modelling in wax has long 
been a speciality in Japan, and from wax 
to plaster the interval is small. What is 
novel, however, about thespecimens shown 
at the Uyeno Exhibition is their essential- 
ly Occidental character. They have 
evident traces of the Italian school that 
once promised to become so flourishing 
under the instruction of Ragusa and Cape- 
letti, but unfortunately succumbed to the 
singular phantasy that Japanese art is 
perfect in itsel{—totus teres atgue rotun- 
dus— and would only be contaminated by 
any borrowing from Western sources. 
The nation has nearly, but not altogether, 
recovered from that vertigo, and we 
daresay that the fine examples of plaster 
modelling shown at Uyeno lose nothing 
in the eyes of the present-day Japanese 
virtuoso because of their plainly foreign 
affinities. 

Cloisonné enamels are, as usual, pro- 
fusely represented. But there is a happy 

sence of the garish pieces that d 





ions—are 











invariably to disfigure these annual dis- 
plays. Sobriety and chastity of decorative 
design are noticeable in the great majority 
of cases. Indeed, a few of the specimens 
are veritable chefs-d’ wuvre, and the cou- 
noisseurs that buy for the Imperial House- 
hold have, as usual, show the accuracy 
of their judgment by selecting the very 
choicest examples for the Palace collection. 

Carvings in ivory are above the average, 
though comparatively few in number, but 
carvings in wood are distinctly inferior. 
There is a species of glyptic work much 
appreciated in Japan — work — which 
occupies in its class the same place as 
sketches in black and white occupy in 
pictorial art. The chisel of the carver is 
expected to produce effects similar to 
those due to strength and directness of 
line in painting on silk or paper. Masters 
of this particular glyptic faculty achieve 
work that charms by its combination of 
massiveness and grace, dignity and deli- 
cacy. But the efforts of the tyro are im- 
pertinently clumsy ; they suggest laborious 
hewing rather than refined chiselling. The 
two kinds may be seen at Uyeno, the 
latter unhappily more prominent than the 
former. 

There is not much to be said about the 
keramic section. Our old friend Inouye 
Ryosai has made a bold attempt to re-pro- 
duce the celebrated ‘‘ Hawthorn ” of the 
Kanghsiera. He is still along way below 
the standard of his ambition, but has at 
any rate succeeded in turning out one very 
pretty example, Considerable progress 
has been made in blue sous couverte. The 
tone of the blue is, perhaps, no better 
than that previously obtained—a fine 
clear strong tint— but the quality of the 
white field has improved so much that we 
recognise a distinct approach to the 
grand contrast of Chinese wares in this 
class. Seifu and Makuzu send a few very 
lovely specimens ; other potler are expre- 
sented by préces which, hough not of the 
highest grade, have unquestionable merit. 

There is a profusion of delightful little 
objects belonging to the A’omatnono class 
—cigar and cigarette holders, rings, 
studs, clasps, tobacco-pouches, hair-pins, 
&c.,—and there are some very lovely silk 
fabrics. It goes without saying that the 
Exhibition will well repay a visit. 














THE NATIONAL DEBT. 
——— 

With regard to the distribution of the Na- 

tional Debt ot Japan, the Shogyo Shimpo pub- 

lishes the following table, which, however, must 














be regarded proximate only, though the 
approximations are probably very close :— 
Hoiders of Bonds. 





Amount in Yen. 













Imperial Household Departmen 7,588,590 
Bank of Japan, 42,303,370 
4,818,850 
; 4:581,900 
Famine Reliel Funds (provi 15,072,545 
Finance Department ....cesecee 50,635 325 
Purchased by various Banks with the 
money nf depositors 2,997,150 
Nobles’ Hereditary Property 957,650 













Specie Bank, 
National Banks .. 
Private Banks 
Foreign Co 
Private Ind 


113445750 





Totat we ++ 379,980,728 
It is stated that the Bank of Japan will imme- 
diately take steps to purchase about 20 million 
yen worth of the bonds held by private and Na- 
tional Banks. 
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WHAT WILL THE CABINET.DO? 


ee 

HERE is, of course, much curiosity 

to ascertain what,course the Cabinet 
intends to pursue at the present juncture. 
The conciliatory character of Marquis 
Iro’s domestic policy is so well known 
that his stern refusal to entertain the pro- 
posal of the Liberals creates surprise. He 
is also a resourceful statesman, and men 
are inclined to conjecture that when he 
turned his back on the Liberals, he knew 
that he should find new supporters else- 
where. The latter hypothesis points, of 
course, to an alliance with the Progres- 
sists. But it may reasonably be doubted 
whether half-a-dozen thoughtful persons 
really believe that Marquis Ito has deli- 
berately thrown over his old allies for the 
sake of propitiating his old opponents. 
Another perplexing feature of his action 
is that he has allowed this smpasse to 
occur, That is not typical of his adminis. 
trative strategy. His tenure of office is 
generally marked by the prevalence of 
calm and quiet in all directions. Compli- 
do not Fuel exists 
abundance whatever statesman be at the 
head of affairs, but the essence of Marquis 
Iro’s management is that he prevents the 
application of the match. With combus- 
tibles lying around, there is no explosion. 
Yet now, within three months of his 
assumption of power, his Cabinet has 
broken with practically all political parties, 
and seems destined to achieve the record 
of being the first Japanese Ministry to 
meet the Diet with the self-chosen cer- 
tainty of an overwhelming majority in 
opposition. That is not like the adroit, 
all-placating Marquis [To, whose tactful- 
ness we have long admired, say the critics. 
What is the explanation? Some of the 
vernacular press cast about for an answer 
with evident bewilderment. They look in 
all directions save the true one. ~The 
Ckuo, as the organ of the petty political 
remnant still clinging to the Cabinet, 
ought to be “on the inner track.” Yet 
the Chuo has nothing more explicit to offer 
its readers than a vague statement that 





cations arise. in 








Marquis ITO derived his resolution from a 
Cabinet decision. What decision? No 
one supposes that in a matter of such 
gravity the Premier acted without con- 
sulting his colleagues, or that he had no 
opportunity of consulting them before the 
Liberal mine was sprung. It conveys 
little information to be told that Marquis 
ITo had the other Ministers at his back 
when he rejected the Liberals’ demand. 
What we want to learn is why the Premier 
and the Cabinet unanimously decided that 
an adverse answer must be given to the 
Liberals’ not unnatural request for a port- 
folio. We have not the least doubt that the 
Chuo could make the case perfectly clear 
if it cared to do so, but its relations with 
the Liberals forbid it to be frank. The 
fact is that in the present condition of the 


Liberal Party ite support is eye 








purchasing at the cost of any fraction of 
the Cabinet’s independence. Since the 
general elections there have been evi- 
dences that the Liberals are without the 
cohesion which can be derived only from 
a practical sense of descipline. They are 
divided into cliques with varying estimates 
of the terms upon which their aid should 
be given toa Ministry. It is quite plain 
that if the admission of Count ITAGAKI to 
the Cabinet, either now or at some early 
date, satisfied one section of the Liberals, 
another s 





ction would not hesitate to put 
upits special favorite for another port- 
folio by-and-by. An endless scramble for 
office would thus be inaugurated. In fact 
if the newspapers truly report what has 
happened, two or three portfolios were 
actually asked for. The Liberal leaders, 
speaking before the elections, did not 
hesitate to guarantee their Party’s support 
of the Cabinet without any immediate re- 
ward, but found themselves unable alter 
the elections, to fulfil their pledge. Ina 
word, the rank and file of the Party have 
broken away from control, and the Libe- 
rals have lost the two essential elements 
of cdoperative potentiality, homogeniety 
and descipline. It not to be 
supposed that Marquis ITO would 
have hesitated to concede any reasona- 
ble terms, such as the admission of Count 
ITAGAKI to the Cabinet. He did not shrink 
from making the Liberal leader his ad- 
ministrative colleague two years ago and 
there is no reason why he should shrink 
from the same step to-day. But he may 
properly shrink trom inaugurating a series 
of concessions without any visible finality. 
That would be the worst course that he 
could possibly adopt, not merely from the 
point of view of public morality but also 
in the interests of the Liberal Party itself. 

Concerning this transi 


is 








on from sensible 
n to office-seeking ambition on 
the part of the Liberals, the only apparent 
reasons are the increase of strength and 
the great change of personnel that the 
general elections brought. A host of new 
men were returned, and when the Party 
came to call its roll, it found itself so 
powerful numerically that the time for 
dictating terms seemed to have come. 

It is another illustration of the old 
criticism “persons not principles.” The 
cohesion and discipline of political parties 
in Japan depend, not upon their plat- 
forms, but upon men that lead 
them. To the overshadowing person- 
ality of Count OKUMA must be aseri 
ed the fact that, alone among  politi- 
cal associations, his Party—the former 
Kaishin-to—has retained its stability and 
developed its strength since the day of its 
organization seventeen years ago. Yet 
evex in the Katshin-to there exist lines of 
cleavage—a Shimada line, a Hatoyama line, 
an Ozaki line—along which the Party may 
at any moment split into fragments, and 
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the 





probably would split if Count OxuMma’s 
be ere withdrawn. Japan has 











political parties in the English sense of the 
term. Her so-called “party politicians ” 
seem lo lack the elements most essential 
to working union, 

What, then, will the Cabinet do? We 
can not see that it need do anything in 
the sense of endeavouring to ;lacate this 
party or that. There is little probability 
of the Opposition’s resorting to any ex- 
treme measures in the approaching extra- 
ordinary session of the Diet. At all 
events, the Government must face the 
contingency. In the event of an obstinate 
refusal to legislate about matters of vital 
national importance, the Constitution 
reserves ample powers to the Throne, and 
however reluctant the Cabinet might be 
to invoke the Sovereign’s assistance, the 
public interests can not be allowed to 
suffer. 





FAPAN AND #UHKIEN. 


Sg 

T is stated by a vernacular journal that 

since France’s ambition with regard to 
the south of China is well known, the 
possibility of her raising some objection 
to the engagement recently given by 
China to Japan about the province of Fuh- 
kien was foreseen, and steps were accord- 
ingly taken to secure her acquiescence 
beforehand. We gather that the Chinese 
Government is supposed to have commu- 
nicated with the French on the subject, 
but, of course, the whole statement must 
be taken with reserve. 
England is the Power chiefly concerned. 
France has never suggested, however 
remotely, that her ‘sphere of influence” 
extends beyond the extreme southern 
provinces of China, and there is not the 
remotest possibility that any attempt on 
her part to establish herself in eastern 
Kwangtung would be endorsed by Great 
Britain. On the other hand, it,is an un- 
deniable historical fact that England’s 
“ sphere of influence” 
Hongkong to the mouth of the Yangtsze 
and up the Yangtsze valley to Chungking. 
Russia’s proceedings in Manchuria, and 
especially in Liaotung, have compelled 
tbe British Government to acquire a naval 
station at the entrance of the Gulf of Pechi- 
li, in pursuance of England’s unvarying 
policy that all trade routes in the Far East 
shall be secured against closure by any 
Power. 


In our opinion 


extends from 


With Russian war-ships at Port 
Arthur the great stream of commerce, 
nine-tenths of it British, which flows to 
and from Tientsin, Peking, Newchwang, 
and so forth, might be dammed at any 
moment unless English war-ships were on 
the spot to prevent such a disastrous con- 
juncture. It is not for a moment our 
desire to suggest that in stationing her- 
self at Port Arthur, Russia entertains 
designs hostile to the progress and de- 
velopment of the world’s commerce. We 
have no right to attribute to her any 
motive of the kind. She has 
GeMConp tt Manchuria, but itis a 
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coup having for its immediate object the 
laying of railways and the extension of 
trade, an object which Great Britain, least 
of all civilized Powers, would be justified 
in opposing. It is true that some critics 
speak of England’s action with contempt, 
and are pleased to represent her in the 
light of a pusillanimous braggart who 
talks big until the flash of a sword is seen 
and then cringes. That is mere silliness. 
Englishmen can afford to laugh at it. No 
thoughtful observer has failed to see that 
Russia’s southward march towards the 
Yellow Sea and the Gulf of Pechili might 
one day place her in a position command. 
ing a great tradal avenue along which 
British commerce passes in large and 
always growing volume. No thoughtful 
observer has ever supposed that her aim 
in pushing southward was to close that 
avenue, But there are times when a State 
is compelled, in the interests of its own 
safety, to utilize to the full every opportu- 
nity offering to its hand. Were Russia 
and England at war, the former would 
naturally employ whatever means present. 
ed themselves for inflicting hurt on her 
enemy, and among such means a very 
potent one would be to close the Shan- 
tung-Liaotung gate of the Gulf of Pechili. 
England, on her side, was bound to secure 
herself against such a catastrophe. She 
could not, with any show of consistency 
or justice, offer armed opposition to 
Russia’s commercial expansion in Man- 
churia. All that she could do was to 
insist that, her own interests and the in- 
terests of trade in general should not be 
impaired, and as a matter of fact, she 
obtained whatever security was possible 
on that score. The Port-Arthur question 
complicated the situation not a little. 
Had Russia confined herself to purely 
commercial expansion England could have 
But 
is there in the world any Power suffi- 
ciently confiding to embark on such a 
scheme as Russia’s Manchurian project 
of railway building and commercial enter- 
prise without making at the same time 
some provision of armed protection? We 
do not think so. It seems to us that if 
England herself were to change places 
with Russia in Manchuria, she would con- 
sider it essential to have a naval station 
in the immediate vicinity of her new scene 
of activity. It would, therefore, have been 
an outrage had Fngland employed force 
to prevent the acquisition of Port Arthur 
by Russia. She was justified in endeav- 
ouring to dissuade Russia from taking that 
step, and we know that she did endeavour 
to dissuade her, promising, by way of re- 
assurance, that if the Russian Government 
refrained from obtaining a naval port near 
the Gulf of Pechili, the British Govern- 
ment would pursue a similar policy of 
abstention, In other words, Lord Sa.is- 
BURY said to Count MuRAVIEFF :—" Be 
content without occupyi ny position 
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afforded to look on complacently. 





we will be content not te place our ships 
in menacing proximity to your new sphere 
of commercial expansion in Manchuria.” 
Russia would not be content, however, and, 
speaking friendly, her decision seems quite 
natural. It forced England’s hand, however. 
Nothing remained but to occupy Wei-hai- 
wei and thus to provide against a danger 
which, whatever may be Russia’s present 
intention, would become very real and 
very serious in time of war. The Hispano- 
American contest is only a few days old, 
and yet we already see what losses a 
country can suffer if it is not in a position 
to effectively police the rontes of its 
With 
at Port Arthur, and England no nearer 
than Hongkong, enormous damage might 
be done in the Gulf of Pechili before a 
British cruiser could reach the scene of 
depredations. It would have been a 
veritable vertigo had England fought to 
keep Russia out of Port Arthur, but with 
Russia at Port Arthur, Wei-hai-wei be- 
came a sine gud non to England. On the 
other hand, her occupation of Wei-hai-wei 
does not bear the interpretation that she 
has extended her sphere of influence to 
the gate of the Gulf of Pechili. She still 
remains within her former limits, the 
Yangtsze Valley and the coastwise route 
from the mouth of that great river to 
Hongkong. The Formosan channel is 
part of the route—a most important part 
of it. When England offered no protest 
to Japan’s acquisition of Formosa, she 
gave to this country a signal evidence 
of good will and confidence, for it is 
evident that a fleet having the Pes- 
cadores for basis commands the Formos- 
an Channel. The province of Fubkien 
forms the Western 
nel, and Japan has now made that pro- 
vince the subject of an agreement be- 
herself and China. It appears 
extravagant to assume that France’s con- 
sent had to be sought by way of prelimin- 
ary. Great Britain is the Power concern- 
ed—very vitally concerned, too. She has 
apparently raised no objection, She re- 
mains true to the policy frequently enun- 
ciated by her in connexion with Treaty 
Revision ; namely, the policy of regarding 
with thoroughly friendly eyes the growth 
of Japanese influence in the Far East, 
But it is well that the publicists of this 
country should not mistake her complais- 
They talk of 
obtaining a lease of some important posi- 


maritime carrying trade. Russia 





coast of the Chan- 


tween 


ance for indifference. 
tion in Fubkien, whence to check the 
export of arms and munitions to the For- 
mosan insurgents. 
obtained, Japan would hold both sides of 
the Formosan Channel, In one sense it 
is satisfactory to find that England’s 
acquiescence is taken for granted, but we 
desire to remind the Japanese that if 
Great Britain amicably permits such doings 


on the part of this country, she certainly 
would not remain inactive were any other 
Power in question. 


Were such a position 








RELATIONS WITH CHINA. 
Sage 

The tendency among Japanese public- 
ists to visit China is becoming marked. 
Messrs. Kioura Keigo, Matsudaira Masa- 
nao, aud Hotta Rentaro recently passed 
over to the continent and Mr. Taguchi 
Ukichi is to follow soon, These names 
probably mean very little to foreign read- 
ers, but they are widely known in Japan, 
and when we say that they might be sup- 
plemented by many others of lesser note, 
it will be seen that there is a decided im- 
pulse to establish closer relations with the 
neighbouring empire. ‘The fact is wel- 
comed by vernacular newspapers, which 
justly note that while the Government has 
been very generally urged to show sym- 
pathy with China and to employ friendly 
influence for breaking down her conserva- 





tism, the people themselves have hitherto 
taken little or no trouble to promote that 
end. It is, at the same time, remarked 
that a route which might greatly facilitate 
access to the object in view is practically 
neglected. China has sent here an able 
Minister and clever Consular officials, and 
a great number of her shrewd merchants 
frequent the treaty ports. These men 
might render invaluable assistance in 
introducing Japanese travellers to influen- 
tial circles in China and conveying infor- 
mation as to the best methods for them 
to pursue. It is obviously of the first 
expediency to cultivate the friendship of 
the Chinese in Japan before seeking that 
of the Chinese in China, yet the plain fact 
does not appear to be recognised in prac- 
tice. We may observe, en passant, that 
the same argument applies in perhaps as 
great a degree, to the case of the foreign- 
ers in Japan, Their friendship would be 
an excellent preliminary to the friendship 
of foreigners abroad. 


CANARDS. 
tapes 
War having commenced, the era of 
canards has again opened. We are told, 
for example, that six American merchant 
steamers have been captured by a Spanish 
war vessel in the Mideterranean, What 
could six American steamers have been 
doing in the Medeterradean? We do 
not believe that so many steamers flying 
the Stars and Stripes are seen there 
in as many years. Then, again, rumour 
says that the Olympia has been sunk. A 
telegram received on the 24th said that 
she had left Hongkong, in company with 
the Boston, the Detroit, etc. on the 23rd, 
apparently for Manila, and a telegram 
received on the 25th says that she is des- 
troyed, The thing is incredible. If the 
ship had met with disaster, the news could 
not possibly have come so soon, The 
blockade of Cuba by a United States squa- 
dron is undoubtedly true—not the blockade 
of the whole island, of course, but only a 
section of the northern coast, including 
Havana. The reported cutting of the 
line of railway is not unlikely to be true, 
It could have been effected by landing a 
party from one of the ships, and such 
dashing exploits are just what may be 
expected of American seamen, 














Native advices from Peking, says the Peking 
elate the discovery of a 
ntside the city gate nea! 
Mo shi-kac, The coal is said to lie wear the 
surface and to be vastly superior to the coal of 








coal mine about 55 4 








any other mines in the district, and promises, 
if, worked, to be an important source of revenue 
‘Tor We 'goverime: 
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A USEFUL MAGAZINE. 


peste aa) 

The Gaikoku Gogaku Zasshi, or “ magazine 
of foreign languages,” appears to he achieving 
great success. It is in large demand, a con- 
vincing proof that the failure of previous at- 
tempts in a similar line has been due to want 
of efficiency on the part of the authors, not to 
lack of interest on the part of the reading pub- 
lic. The magazine is chiefly subscribed for by 
studente. To them it constitutes a veritable 
instructor in English, German, French, Russian, 
Italian, Spanish, Korean, and Chinese. - lis 
appearance each month is doubtless welcomed 
by innumerable leatmers, whose access to books 
is limited, who can not afford to enlist the aid 
of a foreign teacher, and who find in each 
number of the magazine material to nourish 
their knowledge throughout the month, Some 
of the best men available in Japan are engaged 
in edising the magazine, the English department 
being supervised by Professor Kanda, the Ger- 
man by Professor Omura, the French by Pro- 
fessor Imamura, and so on, It wonld be too 
much to say that there are no mistakes. Open- 
ing the book at random, we find the sentence 
Fokohama to kurabemasu to koko wa yohodo 
samut desho, which is translated “It is very 
cold here compared with Yokohama, isn’t it?” 
the true translation being, ‘I expect itis very 
cold here compared with Yokohama?” Again: 
Can you tell me whether Mr. Tanaka is com. 
ing back to Tokyo at once?” is given as the 
rendering of Zanaéa kun wa sugu ni Tokyo ye 
Raetle kuru no daro ka kimi ga shiran no ka. 
The translator loses sight altogether of the two 
no. Yet their presence has an important signi- 
ficance. They make it necessary to transiaie 
the Japanese into “Do you not know, then, 
whether Mr. Tanaka is to return at once lo 
Tokyo?” This is a subtle but vital point. In 
an English letter, too, we find the phrase 
‘would you believe if ¢ha/ I have already been, 
&c.” Correct usage does not sanction ‘it 
that” in such a sentence. Again, at page 69, 
we read “the police was summoned,” a gram. 
matical error; at page 72, a lady is made to 
say ‘it is after every possible reflection that I 
have thus stolen myself out;” at page 73, a 
father ‘‘roars out, taking it, doubtless, tor a 
mischief of some naughty boy ;” at page 76, a 
grandmother says “I tnst Master Tard is al/ 
the same well, being quite busy with his pretiy 
mischiefs ;" and at page 77, a daughter “takes 
two or three puffs at her tiny pipe in order to 
dissemble herself,” and ‘ makes two or three 
dry coughs.” It is evident, in short, that the 
magazine needs just a little more care to be 
really excellent, and since it now commands 
such a wide circulation that every error con- 
tained in its pages is liable to become fixed in 
the minds of hundreds, perhaps thousands, of 
students, the want of that trifling modicum of 
additional attention is much to be regretted, 
especially as the plan of the magazine is so 
good and the choice of material generally so 
wise. 











7HE LIBERALS AND THE GOVERN 
MENT, 

——+ 

Commenting upon the dispute between the 
Cabinet and the Liberals, the SF tii says that the 
Liberals’ demand for a portfolio is quite justi- 
fiable, and that nothing can be more unreason. 
able on the part of the Government than to 
attempt to secure the aid of the Liberal politi. 
cians without any terms of concession, The 
Government appears to think that, should the 
Liberals withdraw, their vacancy can immedi- 
ately be supplied by the Progressisis, But the 
Jatter would not venture to support the Cabinet, 
and even if they did their adhesion would be 
attended with claims still more formidable than 
those advanced by the Liberal If the two 
leading parties are not to be relied upon, the 
future of the Government may easily be ima- 
gined. It is deeply to be regretted that the 
Government, at this critical moment of the 
Eastern question, is unable to formulate a firm 


Policy on account of the instability Coc 
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dation, The Government ought to make wh 
concessions are necessary, while the other poli 
tical parties should make sacrifices on their 
part in order that the difficulties now on the 
political horizon may be safely passed through 
The Mippon thinks the Liberals quite justified 
in claiming the Count's admission to the Cabinet. 
To the Liberal Party, indeed, the present Cabinet 
owes ils footing, and the Government’s loss of 
the support of the Liberals must shake its whole 
foundation. 

The Kokumin is consparatively cautious in 
its tone, but suggests action for the restorati 
of the balance of power in the Far East and 
the revision of Count Inouye’s financial pro- 
gramme, which looks extremely unsubstar 























HON. &. N. HIGINBOTHAM, 








‘The Hon. Mr. Higinbotha 
dent of the Chicago World’s Fair, is now visiting 
Japan with his wife and two daughters. Some 
leaders of Tokio Society are exerting themselves 
to help the visitors 10 see whatever is worth 
seeing, but unfortunately the period of Mr. 
Higinbotham’s stay is so short that there is 
dithculty in meeting all the demands on his 
time, 

Last Friday evening, the party were invited 
to Mr. T. Hayashi’s residence at Akabane, 
Shiba. Mr. Sone, the Minister of Justice, Mr. 
Okuda, the Vice-Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce, and Mr. S. Saito (Mr. Okuda’s 
predecessor,) were-among the invited, besides 
several of the host's friends who have had the 
advantage of visiting Europe and America, 
Mr. Hayashi’s name must be familiar to our 
readers as an art critic and the exhibitor of the 
celebraied Twelve Bronze Falcons made by 
Chokichi Suzuki. 

After a sumptuous dinner, showing all the 
resources of the Japanese cuisine, a band 
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of some thirty “geisha from Shimbashi 
enlivened the evening with dancing and 
music. The selection of performances was 


cleverly made so as to showa wide range of the 
fair artistes’ accomplishments. ‘There were 
five principal dances, commencing with the 
usual sambaso and ending with the Tempta- 
tion of the Priest Kisen. This last was very 
ably performed by two young geisha. ‘They 
pourtrayed with remarkable histrionic power the 
priest struggling against the emotion of love 
which threatened ut every moment to master 
him, When this dramatic incident was at its 
climax there came upon the stage—which had 
been specially erected for the evening—a band 
of young girls personating the disciples of the 
priest. After these had carried on a brief dia- 
logue, the spirit of the dance gradually changed, 
the music passed to a livelier strain, and sud. 
deuly the four pretty disciples threw their upper 
robes off their right shoulders, and showed the 
stars and stripes embroidered on their sleeves. 
It was a preity and courteous conception, and 
of course the patiotic pleasure of the guests 
found warm expression, This was followed by 
the well known harvest dance in which all the 














geishaol the evening joined, except, ofcourse, the 
musicians. The brilliant colours of the dancers’ 
costumes and their graceful motions made the 
onlookers so enthusiastic that, by the time the 
ting of geisha, which grew gradually larger at 





each turn, had extended beyond the stage and 
reached the place where the guests were seated, 
the latter rose ea masse and joined the merry 
measure, Conspicuous among the dancers of 
the evening was Masaya of Shimbashi, whom 
the popular verdict places head and shoulders 
above her contemporary attistes. 

Mr. Higinbotham was the guest of the United 
States Minister on Saturday, and of Mr. Okura 
Kihachiro on Monday, The members of the 
Tokyo Chamber of Commerce are to entertain 
him to-day (Tuesday) at the Maple Club, 








The total number of plague cases in Hong- 
kong reported from the commencement of the 


year to April 15th was 417, and the total num- 
ber 


al e 363 












2HE NEW M. M. STEAMER. 
—— 

A large number of Yokohama residents on 
Saturday afternoon had an opportunity, thanks 
to the courtesy of Captain Vaqnier and M. 
Conil, agent of the Messageries Maritimes, of 
inspecting the new steamer Jndus which has 
been placed on the Company's Far Eastern 
Service. The Consular services and shipping 
offices were well represented, and many ladies 
graced the proceedings with their presence. 
A most liberal hospitality was accorded the 
visitors ; an elegant cold collation was served in 
the saloon ; the Yokohama Band played a capi- 
tal selection of music; and altogether the 
whole affair was of the most enjoyable des- 
cription, 

The Zndus is of the same design and dimen- 
sions as the Laos, which was described in the 
Fapan Mail a few months ago. She was built 
at La Ciotat, near Marseilles, at a cost of nearly 
seven million francs, and has the rig and ap- 
pearance of all the French mail boats. She 
is 141.75 metres long, 15.50 beam, and 11 
deep; her gross tounage is 8500, and her 
engines develope a horse power of 7200. This 
enables her to make an average speed of 14 
knols an hour, though on her trial she did 18.4. 

Ttis, perhaps, inthe richnessand completeness 
of their interior arrangements that the French 
mail boats make their chief appeal to the public. 
Other lines have steamers as large, as fast, and 
as punctual, but fewaim at making their boatsso 
luxurious and artistic—more, indeed, like a fine 
hotel thana seagoing ship. The Zndus probably 
passes the high water mark of excellence in this 
respect. The decorations are more than rich, 
more than tasteful—they aré magnificent. The 
saloon, for example, is as ornamental as it 
possible to imagine an apartment on board si 
It isin the Louis Quinze style; all the woodwork 
is of oak, and beautifully carved; and the mas- 
sive chimney piece is a really splendid piece 
of work; while some paintings by Mr. Fels, 
in the best style of French decorative art, add 
immensely to the effect. A splen rease, 
also artistically carved, leads to a handsome 
corridor above; and close at hand,is the music 
room, most elaborately decorated in two shadea 
of salmon and silver, and containing a splendid 
grand piano. The ceiling and walls are beauti- 
fully painted, the former by M. Moreau-Leret; 
and the latter by M. M. Esbron and Felz. 

The reading toom aud smoke room are two 
other features which merit a passing notice, 
The first is decorated with lincrusta in gold 
and green, and all the woodwork is of maho- 
gany, while two charming landscapes by Mr. 
Fernand Gingon relieve the walls, The smoking 
room, though naturally not so elaborate as some 
of the other apartments, is very tastefully deco- 
ated, the Louis Quinze style being adopted here 
also, while the art of M. Felz is seen in some 
pretty monochrome designs. 

The second class accommodation, though of 
course plainer in style, is good ; and the cabins, 
as onall the French steamers, are tolerablyroomy 
and very well fitted, all the details of light- 
ing, toilet, and cupboard accommodation being 
on the best modern plan. And the elegant 
confections served in the saloon of the Jndus 
on Saturday afternoon showed that the chef is 
well up in the airier and more ethereal branches 
of an art in which his compatriots are unap- 
proachable. If his more solid efforts are equally 
successful the Jndus will maintain the Teputa- 
tion of the French boats for keeping a first-clasi 
table. 















































THE NEW MINISTER OF AGRICUL 
TURE AND COMMERCE. 


Sg 

Mr. Kaneko Kentaro receives his first port- 
folio as Minister of Agriculture and Commerce, 
For. many years he has occupied a Prominent 
place in the official world and been recognised 
as one of the ablest among the rising statesmen 
of the era. We offer him our hearty con. 
gratulations on his accession to Ministerial rank 
and trust that he may achieve the success his 
lalents@eriuiniy desdive, 
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FAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
Sa 

The National nists, remarks the Hochi, 
are now considering the formation of a new 
Ministry in the expectat that Marquis lto 
will retire from the Cabinet, Marquis Yama- 
gata is alleged to be the head of the movement. 
Steps were taken to induce a section of Liberals 
to make common cause with the National 
Unionists, with Mr. Nakamura Motoo at 
their head. — Viscount Takashima’s mansion 
is the head quarters of the party, an 
their programme has in view the following 
appointments :—Prime Minister, Marqnis Ya- 
magata (N.U,) ; Minister of War, Viscount Ta- 
kashima (S.) ; Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Hoshi (L.);) Minister for Communications, 
Mr. Shirane (N.U.); Finance, Mr. Sone 
(N.U ); Navy, Count Kabayama (S); Home, 
Count Itagaki (L.); Agriculiare and Com: 
merce, Viscount Shinagawa (N.U.); Justice, 
Mr, Matsuda (L.) ; Education, Marquis Kuro- 
da Nagashige (S). This programme, the Hoch: 
adds in the picturesque language of Oriental 
allegory, ‘is like a monster having the head of 
a dragon, the face of a monkey, the body of a 
cat, and the tail of a dog. The notion deserves 
in itself extreme wonder, and imparts, in fact, a 
new aspect to the political wosld.” 

















The excilement in the political atmosphere 
since the rupture between the Liberals and the 
Cabinet has not yet calmed, Nothing definite 
is forthcoming from the Liberals as to then 
policy, but the members of the Party may, 
according to the Vorosu, be classified as follows : 
—(1) Those who, with the Progressisis, are 
disposed to make an absolute attack upon the 
government, (2) Those who, though they will 
assail the Government ona certain points on 
which they consider attacks are absolutely 
necessary, insist upon the desirability of avoiding 
a vote indicating want of confidence in the 
Cabinet. (3) Those who are diametrically 
oppos:d to Count Inouye’s financial policy, and 
who, while assuming a most judicious attitude 
in regard to diplomatic questions, are resolved 
to reject the budget now ready for presentation 
at the extraordinary session of the Diet Which 
of these three classes of politicians will com 
mand the majority in the Diet is quite un- 
certain. If in regard to the Government’s 
financial policy the Progressisis take the 
same attitude as the Liberals, and reject 
Count Inonye's programme, il is quite uatural 
that Marquis Ito should either quit the Cabinet, 
or change it entirely, or form # new Coalition 
Ministry, The Progressists are i: dulging in 
whimsical forecasts of the future of the Cabinet, 
among them being the following : (1) A coali- 
tion Cabinet consisting of Liberals and Pro- 
gressists. (2) A Coalition of the Satsuma 
clique, Liberals, and National Unionists, with 
Marquis Saigo at their head, (3) Marquis 
Yamagata as Premier, (4) Count Inouye 
to resign his position as Minister of Finance 
in the Cabinet. ‘The policy of the Liberals, 
however, will not be determined until after a 
general meeting on the arrival of the local 
Representatives .in the capital, If it be found 
that the Tosa Clique commands the majority, 
then the Kwanto and Hokushin sections will 
probably form themselves into a new party. 














From the Fiji we gather the following:—The 
price of rice in Séul rises day by day, being 
quoted at 26 sen per sho in Korean measure 
and 17 sen in Japanese, The Korean people 
are reduced to the last extremity ; but never. 
theless, in view of the scarcity of grain con 
sequent upon the failure of crops in Japan 
during the past two years, the Japanese mer- 
chants in Korea are assiduously engaged in the 
export of Korean cer to this country. 
Wheat, owing to the unusual warmth of last 
winter, did not turn out as had been an i- 
cipated, and the poor have been obliged to feed 
on roots and batks Disqnietnde prevails 
throughout the country, and the Emperor has 
found it necessary to issne a special rescript for 
the suppression of local commotions. As the 








misery of the people is gro’ 100. seriou: emely successful, a large order being sub- 
be overlooked, megaxiationy Nav ‘ey oe (Cgequently received by them from Japays\ Ev 


between the Korean authorities and the Chinese 
Consul with a view to quantities of grain being 
imported from Shanghai. Arrangements are now 
being made to carry this scheme into practice. 
A certain Korean has presented an address to 
the throne in which, after pointing out the 
necessity of promulgating preventive laws 
against the export of rice, be exhoris the Em- 
peror that foreign troops should be kept away, 
that aliens shonld be limited to their settle- 
ments, that no stranger should be allowed to 
\ravel in the interior without passports from 
the Korean government, that the circulation 
of foreign coins aud notes should be peremp- 
torily forbidden, and that the taxable boundaries 
iw Deer Island should immediately be deter- 
mined. These propositions are quite reason- 
able from a Korean point of view, but they can 
hardly be carried into practice. 


Mr. Kataoka Chokuun, President of the Japan 
Land and Sea Insurance Company, is reported 
by the Michi Néchi to have addressed a meeting 
of leading business men in Osaka, He urged that 
the Goverument ought to support the Industrial 
Bank in the issne of loans, so that the Bank 
might be enabled to extend help to the various 
private companies engaged in productive enter- 
prises, The present resources of the Bank do 
not allow any single loan to exceed 125,000 yen, 
but these restrictions ought to be replaced by 
more liberal regulations. He also argued that 
the Bank of Japan should be directed to proceed 
with the redemption of public loan bonds, and 
he denied that any necessily existed for 0, 
rates of interest on the part of the Nippon 
Ginko, The step taken in this direction 
is generally construed as having arisen 
from a desire to restore the currency to its 
vaults, to prevent the appreciation of com. 
modities, or to check the mania for speculative 
undertakings.- But itis not atall a judicious 
plan to sacrifice legitimate enterprises for the 
sake of suppressing speculation, 





The Ito Cabinet, remarks the Xokumin, hi 
begun to show instability within three months of 
its organisation, Two plans suggest themselves 
at this juncture, The Government has either to 





the Japanese in Shanghai were induced to 
compete in the purchase of the leaf, and the 
quotations at present are more than double 
those in October last.” There is, says the 
Tokyo Shimbun, cause for anxiety that the 
increasing import of Chinese tobacco will pro- 
duce an injurious effect upon the Government, 
monopoly. 


The depreciation of silver bullion and the rise 
in Shanghai exchange rates, together with the 
standstill in the export of yarns to China 
during the latter half of last year, have, accord- 
ing to the Wichi Nichi, combined to bring about 
a scrious decline in the cotton-spinning industry 
of Japan, The export to China began to revive 
at the end of last year, and in the beginning of 
1898 acertain degree of prosperily was restored, 
quotations in February having risen to 96.50 
yen per bale, This, however, proved only tem- 
porary, and the tradal depression in Shanghai, 
as well as political events, hi nfluenced 
exports to China, Prices have thusrapidly fallen, 
the rate at present being less than 85 yen, a de- 
Crease of over ten yen as compared with the 
maximum quotation of one or two months 








ago. To make matters worse, tightness of the 
money market has set in, with a corresponding 
enhancement of rates of interest. The Noda 
Spinning Company was the first to succimb, 
and, unable to continue work, the factory, 
which originally cost 4,000,000 yen, was recently 
gold to the Hirano Spinning Company for a sum 
of 180,000 yen only, Shareholders who have 
paid 20 yen will only receive 4 yen. The Asahi 
Factory is in a most embarrassed position, and 
other companies are also on the verge of dis- 
aster. With the exception of one or two they 
will not only be unable to declare dividends, 
bat will probably go into bankruptcy should 
the present state of affairs ci nue for any 
length of time. A little grain of comfort, how- 
ever, comes from Osaka, Yarns are, it seems, 
quoted in Shanghai at 78 ¢ae/s while the ex- 
change is fixed at 82 /aels, at which price 
export yields a profit, It is reported that the 
demand may also revive in other parts of China, 


According to the Fifi the foreign trade of 
Yokohama, Kobe, and Osaka duing the first 











secure a fresh promise of cdoperation from 
the Liberals, or to adopt a policy in- 
dependent of political parties. There is some 
talk of the possibility of the Progressists being 
consulted, but now that the Ito Cabinet has 
declined the demands of the Liberal party, how 
is it possible for it to acquiesce in the claims of 
the Progressists? Wall the Premier ty to 
restore the former understanding with the Li- 
berals? Iu that case, the portfolio of Home 
Minister must be granted to Count Itagaki, 
while the installation of the Count is likely to 
be attended with other radical changes in the 
Cabinet. The Liberals are strenuously opposed 
to the financial policy formulated by Count 
Inouye, and it seems that no alternative exists 
for the Premier but to resort to the policy of 
standing alvot irom all parties, 








Ever since the Government monopoly in leaf 
tobacco was established the import of the leaf 
has steadily increased, the figures for January 
and February reaching 884,435 and 1,419,721 
catties, valued at 82.629 and 152,952 yen re- 
spectively, The import of cigars, cigarettes, and 
cut tobacco, on the other hand, in January cid 
not exceed 66 263 yen in value, while the 
amount for February scarcely reached 124,330 
yen. The enormous import of foreign leat is 
doubtless attributable to the abnormal apprecia- 
tion of the native product consequent upon the 
monopoly. The Japanese Consul in Shanghai 
makes the following comments :—“ At the end 
of each year accumulations of tobacco in the 
various warehouses do not fall short of 100,000 
bags on the average, containing 200 catties 
each. Merchants in Shanghai were shrewd 
enough to predict that quotations would rise 
on the monopoly regulations being enforced by 
the Japanese Government, and that the scarcity 
of inferior leaf in particular would be fell. 











Their trial shipment in October last proved ex- 








half of this mouth may be tabulated as 
follows .— 



























Exports. Imports. 

Yen. en. 
Yokohama .. 2,138,822 3,819.953 
Kobe 346.704 8,018,605 
Osaka 82,883 238,134 
Total, 4:568.41y 12,076,602 
Excess of imports... — 7,508,282 
Export of Bullion, Trsport, 

Yen. Yen. 
Yokohama 1,007,266 207,107 
Kobe 4.559.225, 86,081 
Osaka 3.900 3,610 
Total 5-570,391 296,798 





Excess of exports ... 5,867,391 
The figures for the various ports from January 
up to the present are as follow : 

















Exports. Imports, 
Yen. Yen, 
From January to Marel.33,309.079 65,219 124 
First ball of Apsil......... 4,568,410 12,076,692 
Total .. ++:37,877.489 77,295,826 
Excess of impowts.,,  — 418,337 
Export of Bullion. et 
Yen. Yen, 
From January to March.29,060,765 2,643,730 
First term of Aptilissesese 5,570,390 296,798 








Total 34,631,156 





Excess of exports ...31,690,637 





The Daily Mail has some correspondence 
on the question of “Smoking Carriages for 
Ladies.” Miss Maud Chesterton, B.A., de- 
precates cigarette smoking by ladies, “ Smoke 
a good briar with pure tobacco,” is her pretty 
feminine maxim ; but ‘ thick twist is the canse 
of itch dlyépepsia among women smokers.” A 
Weny re wom) ay A 
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THE NEW YOKOHAMA HOTEL. 
iSpabaeons I 





Since Yokohama has become to rich Ameri- 
cans something like Boulogne and Ostend are 
to middle-class Londoners the prospects of the 
hotel business have become particularly rosy. 
Already the Treaty Port has two or three esta- 
blishments which do not yield, in point of solid 
comfort, to average first rate hotels in Europe, 
though of course the necessities of the case do 
not demand the huge structures and ultra laxury 
of arrangement that one associates with the 
great modern hostelry, ‘The latest addition to 
hotel accommodation in Yokohama is certainly 
one of which the Settlement can be proud. The 
Oriental, which is fast nearing completion and 
will shortly be opened to the public, is a large 
and handsome structure ia red brick, with stone 
dressing, occupying a commanding position on 
the Bund, and possessed of an architectural 
finish that places itfar beyond the average of the 
rather amorphous European buildings in Japan. 
It is the largest building under a single roof in 
Yokohama and occupies a space of 500 /rubos. 
Its exterior is in the style of the Italian Renais- 
sance, and the decorations of the principal 
rooms are on the same plan. There are two 
large and handsome entrance halls, one facing 
the Bund, and the other the side street to the 
right, On the left of the main entrance is the 
dining room, with an elaborately moulded Aio&é 
wood ceiling, carved wooden panels seven feet 
high, and an elegant d.sign of wall decoration 
in green. ‘The room is about 40 feet by 70 in 
size, Almost equally large is the bar room, 
but the great feature of the place is the stair- 
case hall behind. It is 50 feet by 79, and 
lighted by skylights of richly stained cathedral 
glass. A great central staircase of solid stone, 
with massive and richly carved balustrades, 
leads to the great upper corridor which entirely 
encircles the whole building and into which the 
bedrooms (of which there are 40), ladies’ draw- 
ing room, and other apartments open. The 
floor of the hall is handsomely tiled, and at the 
back of the staircase is a winter garden, which 
will be furnished with flowers and shrubs, and 
will form a pleasant lounge or “sitting out” 
ground during balls and dances. The rooms are 
all nicely furnished, filled with every “ modern 
convenience” (that classic phrase covers more 
in this instance than an electric bell which won't 
work, as in some hotels we wot of), lighted by 
electricity, and warmed by an ingenious heating 
apparatus which can be regulated toa nicety 
by the occupant, The kitchen, two, is all that 
au artist like the Oriental’s chef can desire. In 
fact, the hotel is more than acredit to the enter- 
prise of the owners, Messrs, Muraour and 
Dewetle, and to the architectural ability of Mr. 
Richard Seel, on whose design it has been 
erected, Those that have had the pleasure of 
testing M. Muraour’s cuistne—he is probably 
the best cook in the East—and Mr. Dewette’s 
managing ability can scarcely entertain any 
doubts of the hotel’s success. 


MIRS BAY. 


eee ge 

Mirs Bay is a particularly fine harbour on the 
coast of Kwangtung, a little to the north of 
Hongkong. If the report be true that the 
United States squadron on this station has pro- 
ceeded to Mirs Bay and occupied it with the 
intention of employing it for the purpose of a 
basis of naval operations during the present war, 
we must suppose that China is a consenting 
party. In any case she becomes responsible for 
abreach of neutrality vis-d-0 ¢ Spain, In all 
probability England, too, has been consulied, 
for the necessity of acqairing Mirs Bay has 
long been insisted on by the people of Hong- 
kong that Great Britain has a kind of prescrip- 
tive right to the place, and certainly would 
object very strongly if any Power but the United 
States atlempted to occupy it. We appreciate 
the absurdity of alleging that to have coveted a 
certain place for a length of time constitutes a 
lille to its passession, but such appears to be 
one of the fin de sitcle canons that the world 
han come io ree-gnise. Of course nothing i 


4 
yet definitely known about Mirs Bay-apd the 
American squadron. We.can only (orig 
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A PLEA FOR 1HE POLICE. 

That the re-adjustment of the various admi- 
nistiative artments will become necessary 
when the revised treaties come into opera- 
tion is beyond question; aud the greatest 
difficulty will probably be in connection with 
the police and prison institutions. With res- 
pect to the former measures must be taken to 
appoint officers well versed in English in the 
leading ports and cities likely to be thronged by 
foreigners when mixed residence takes place 
Even at present the policemen in large towns 
are required to devote some of their time to the 
study of English, but owing to the inadequacy 
of their salaries constables who have attained 
proficiency in English generally change their 
profession, In a certain prefecture half the 
constables who were sent to school for the 
study of English are reported to have left as 
soon ag they obtained a grip of the language. 
Unless the treatment of the force is improved, 
any attempt to retain constables in office after 
they are perfectly trained for special duty will 
prove futile, ‘The same remarks apply with 
equal force to police Inspectors and Superin- 
tendents of experience. The Chief Police 
Inspectors are charged with great responsibili 
ties in regard to the welfare and tranquillity of 
the State ; but the honours granted them are 
comparatively insignificant, In short, sweep- 
ing changes must be introduced into the exist- 
ing system of police. The prison system 
in Japan also needs reform, Japan ought 
not to be behind other nations in making im- 
proved arrangements in her houses of correc- 
tion. So remarks the Tokyo Asahi. 














CAPITAL IN FAPANESE ENTER- 
PRISES. 
ag 

Now that the scarcity of capital is creating 
anxiety in the economic market, it ts interest- 
ing to note how fast the demand for capital 
has increased of late years and is still increas- 








ing. The following table shows the increase 
in the capital of various enterprises since 
1895:— - 

CONSOLIDATED C+PITAL. 


Prior to. Increase in Increase in 






rigs. 1896. 3857 
Yen, Yen. Yen, Total, 
Agricultural B 4 65033 Gr90's 3,629,870 
Industry 681083'487 76,668,8y0 17,622,290 +62,376.637 
Commercial 729.33 36,076,950 606 | 69,805,88, 











Private Railway 141,968 200 47,612,000 


Tota’ 
Commercial Com- 


panies 36439170 244692035 13,048,566 73,179,771 
Bin: 165,054,979 804979,5"S 76,45%.470 $8190" 











24941149 104.778,600 89,$07,036 3° 
NG AAI 265.19;4470 197,303,998 8674 





Total... 
Geand total 








A large propoition of this increase is, how 
ever, nominal, and exists only in the account 
books, and it is necessary to refer to the 
follow ng table for the funds actually absorbed 





CHINA'S NEW OPEN PORT. 
eg ee 

Chinwan-tao, otherwise Tangho, which was de- 
clared open to foreign trade after the agreement to 
lease Wei-hai-wei to England, is in the Funing 
district of the province of Chihli, a litle to the 
south-west of Shanhaikuan, We do not know 
whether even that explicit statement will convey 
much information to the majority of our readers, 
and it may therefore be well to add that Sh 
haikuan lies on the Western Coast of the Li 
(ung Gulf, to the north of Taku—in other words, 
to the north of the mouth of the Peiho, The 
advantage gained by opening Chinwan-tao is 
that it is accessible for steamers all the year 
round, and as it will be connected by rail with 
Tientsin, Peking, and the Siberian road—when- 
ever that is finished—the result is that Tientsin 
and Peking, instead of being shut off from all 
maritime commanications throughout the winter, 
will now be in touch with the sea from year's 
end to year's end, Another feature of the new 
port is that Shanhaikuan would be the natural 
place for a force to land if an attack on Peking 
were contemplated. From other points of view, 
also, its strategical importance is considerable, 
and with Wei-hai-wei in England's hands and 
Chin-wan-tao open to foreign trade, Peking’s 
chances of security are greaily improved. 




















MR. MCLEAVY BROWN, 





ees 

We take the following from the Séul Jnde- 
pendent :-— 

We have received the follo 
from a certain Korean guil 
from Korean) : 

To His Excellency, 

‘The Editor of The Independent: 

Lofty Sir: 

We hope yout Excellency will insert the enclo-- 
ed copy of an inscription which has been engraved 
on a tablet erected in honour of the Chief Com 
missioner of Customs and Adviser of the Finance 
Department, the great Englishman, Brown, so 
that the great and small people of Great Han will 
never forget Mr, Brown's services :— 


Brown, the great Englishman, Chief Commis- 
Di 















sioner of Daihan He understands Chinese, long 
connected with the Korean service. He is firm yet 
tender, he is accurate and economic in financial 


administration. He studies and plans for our welfare, 
Because of unforiunate circumstances he was relieved 
from the Finance Department too soon for our good, 
Whoever succeeds him cannot surpags this sage. His 
fame spreads worldwide and his deeds will be written 
on sil’ and bamboo.”” 

(We insert this copy of the inscription with great 
pleasure. Though hunsble in origin and of quaint 
and simple style we believe that the message 
comes from the hearts of a grateful people. We 
have previously announced Mu, Brown's worthy 
recognition at the hands of his government, We 
ave glad to print this hearty vecognition from the 
people whom he has faithfully served. 1 
hed in the extravagant terms of Or 
guage we Lelieve there is a truth 
which makes it an anasual tribule.—Ed, 




























in enterprises of various descriptions : 


CAPITAL INVESTED IN POPULAR ENTERPRISES. 
CONSOLIDATED CAPITAL. 

to Increase in Increase 
1896, 18, 
















334738 155$.291 
496 26yc66,nt2 150 e809 951155-477 
Commercial 7,810,120 13,335,658 49.6% 798 
a 8.974 1 


Priva e Railway 






Total .. 


FLOATING OR WORKING 
Commercial 


CAPITAL. 


Com- 
17,616,994 8 667,253 7.2 1,585 33.405.834 
130,433,470 35,962,473 42.565 959 208; 






Gran. Total 


Increase = 974317.407 130.517.798 237874.900 











We understand that the Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
propose to sell the steamer Zoyoshima Maru, 
which recently sank at Moji, #s she lies, al- 
though i is believed the vessel can be raised 
The Toyoshima lies in 54 fathoms of water, 
about three cables distance from the land, and 





has ho about twelve by eighteen feet in her 
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FAPANESE TEA PROSPECTS. 
ee 

The tea season opens in afew days. The 
expenses of m:nufacture have risen greatly, and 
it is believed that provincial tea growers will not 
part with their goods if the rates fall below 55 
ven. The firsttea steamer leaves Yokohama on 
the goth instant, and foreign firms may expect 
to be compelled to buy at high quotations, in- 
asmach as the arrivals by that time will not 
exceed 20,000 or 30,000 catties. The total 
output this year may reasonably be expected to 
be 20. ercent. less than in ordinary years. Ata 
gathering of tea merchants heldin Yokohama on 
the afternoon of the tgth instant it was resolved 
that the “ superfine” from Suruga and Totomi 
should be quoted at from 54 to 55 yen; 
“‘medeiun” from 47 to 48 yen; “common” 
from Hamamatsu and Izu at 40 yen, and * best 
common " at from 44 to 45 yen. 























naman who was removed from the 
P. and O. steamer XoAslia and sent to the 










quarantine station at Nagasaki suffering from 
plaguédiel on! te 3rd inst. 
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FAPANESE LEPROSY. 
ap 

Mr. Murakami Shosei, of the Epidemic In- 
vestigation Institute, publishes a lengthy article 
in the columns of the 717i on the subject of 
Japanese leprosy. The urticle may be epito- 
m as follows :— 

Leprosy in Japan has long been regarded as 
a non-infectious disease, but the recent deve- 
lopment of medical science has proved it to be 
contagious. In point of danger it is indeed 
more formidable than any of the eight epidemic 
diseases hitherto known, 

The origin of this terrible disease has been 
ascribed to the wrath of Heaven, Whoever 
is tormented by the malady incurs in Japan the 
imputation that he has reaped the fruits of sins 
committed by his father or ancestors, Prayer 
and supplication to deities and Buddhas have 
therefore been the only courses taken by the 
sufferers; and it is for this reason that the 
sacred mountains of Narita-san in Shimosa, 
nin Kai, and Shoto-san in Sanuki 
crowded with unfortunate people 
infected with the malady. The disease being 
considered as hereditary, all the family and 
relatives of sufferers are shunned and isolated 
from social connexion, But the notion that the 
s really quite erroneous ; it 
Asto the origin of the malady 
no definite records exist in Japan, but its traces 
were already discernible as early as the middle 
ages. No preventive measures were then adopt- 
ed, nor was the contagious nature of the disease 
known. Leprosy therefore rapidly spread, and of 
late it has begun to show signs of increasing in 
still greater measure. A few years ago, x village 
ina certain prefecture wasinfected, and in a short 
time the whole place was simply an abode of 
lepers. An adjoining village is now threatened 
with contagion. A family of six in Gumma 
prefecture is eaid to have lately been seized 
with the malady, one after another. Investiga- 
tions completed: by the Sanitary Burean in 
September last show the aggregate number of 
lepers throughont the empire (Hokkaido being 
excepted) to be 23,660. It is quile certain 
that this calculation is under the mark, the 
real number being probably more than double 
the figure above mentioned. That ina country 
possessing only forty millions of population 
the number of lepers should be so large is a 
fact which must be ascribed to neglect in adopt- 
ing preventive measures ; and fatare failure to 
take resolute steps involves a serious menace 
to the whole nation, The one practicable me- 
thod of dealing with the disease is isolation— 
separation of the infected from the rest of the 
community, Norway has set the example with 
perfect success, and the sooner this scheme is 
adopted in Japan the better, Japan has al- 
ready lost opportunities for taking decisive 
measures, and further delay may mean ulter 
disaster. 

Properly speaking, leprosy isa chronic infec- 
tious disease : its duration is 30 to 40 years at 
maximum and 5 or 6 years at minimum. Sec- 
recy and the success with which leprosy pati- 
ents conceal the disease in the earlier stages 
are the great difficulties with which sanitary 
reformers will have to contend. The law of 
notification must strictly be enforced ; and isola- 
tion places for lepers, where they may be kept 
in decent comfort, must be provided. 

Isolation can be effected in. two ways: the 
first, by providing special residences for lepers ; 
the second, by doling outa tract of land for 
their exclusive use, The former process is the 
better, but it requires an immense outlay for 
buildings and a considerable amount in allow- 
ances to sufferers. If the Government be unable 
to bear all the expenses at once steps may be 
taken for the presentto separate patients only 
in the three leading cities and the five open 
ports where communication is extremely brisk. 
At any rate lepers should be subjected to medi- 
cal treatment. 
































The meeting of the Yokohama Literary So 
ciety, which was to have been held this evening 
is unavoidably postponed to 
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A GOLD FIKLD IN MANCHORIA. 
2g 

From eastern Manchwia comes news that an 
apparently rich gold-field has been discovered. 
Just a year ago, travellers having bowls {ull of gold 
became tolerably frequent visitors at the small 
inns in the district. They proved to be farmers 
and labourers who had discovered gold in a 
valley in the neighbourhood and who were 
carrying their “‘piles” to the nearest city. Of 
course a rush was made to the place, and it was 
found on the Western slope of a hill traversed 
bya small stream which disclosed, along its 
banks, a substratum of richly auriferous s 
Very soon two thousand diggers were working 
within a distance of one-sixth of a mile along 
the stream. From an arithmetical point of 
view it will not at first. be perceived how they 
managed to fit in, since each man's claim must 
have been only 10 inches wide. But the ex- 
planation given is that 12 men occupied each 
claim, sharing the outcome equally, and that 
only two worked in it ut a time, one plying a 
mattock, the other a spade. A great rush to 
the place was expected when the frost broke 
up this spring. Itis an interesting question 
whether the region in the neighbourhood of the 
river and even the adjoining mountains may 
not prove to be rich in gold. 

















2HE INDUSIRIAL BANK. 
+ 

The shares of the Industrial Bank do not 
seem to attract subscribers despite the premia 
that they bear. The first issue is twenty 
thousand shares of 50 yen face vajne. Up to 
the 22nd instant, however, only two thousand 
applications had been received, the shares ap- 
plied for totalling ten thousand, In other 
words, only five hundred thousand yen have 
been forthcoming. Several places have still to 
be heard from, however—as Osaka, Nagoya, 
Kyoto, Gifu, Miye, &¢ —and the list may pos- 
sibly have filled before the 25th, when the period 
for subscription closed, But the chances are 
that even this first issue will have to be assisted 
by the State, and if that be the case, the second 
issue will probably have to be taken up entirely 
by the Government. Capital is evidently very 
acarce in Japan at present. 








THE NATIONAL UNIONISTS. 
—— 

The National Unionists have been left in the 
lurch, so to speak, by the action of the Liberals 
in severing connexion with the Government. 
Added. to the Liberals they made a powerful 
party, quite competent to secure the passage of 
the Cabinets’ bills through the Diet, but, sti 
ing alone, they are unable to accomplish a 
thing. It does not appear, however, that they 
have any intention of following the example of the 
Liberals. They mean to stand by the Cabinet, 
either as its sole supporters, or as intermedia- 
ries working to restore the old relations between 
the latter and the Liberals. 














NEWS OF 1HE WEER. 


Saas ike 

Mr. R. B. Bardsley, who was known in Yo- 
kohama, was recently found dead in his bunk 
on the Hangchow, bound from Chefoo to 
Swntow. It is thought that death was caused 
by laudanum poisoning, 


The following is the result of the last Manila 
Lottery :— 

First Prize 

Second Prize 

Third: Prize 

Fouth Prize 
It is reported that a well-known Shanghai re- 
sident has won the first prize. 









An example of the unconscious satire of 
coroners’ juries is reported in a home paper. 
Deceased died “on his way home after con- 
sulting a specialist.” An inguest was held, 
and a verdict returned of ‘‘ Death from natural 
causes.” Which reminds one of the junior 
reporter who wrote: ‘* Deceased died without 














medical assistance, and an inquest was there- 
fore necessary.” Poor doctors! A Jury of 
that kind is worse than a conscience. 





The Medical Press and Circular urges 
society to pay no attention to the ingenious 
Frenchman who professes to have discovered 
the microbe of baldness. It says that baldness 
is determined by a readjustment of the peri- 
pheral circulation,” and ‘the incidence of this 
retrograde process is greatly influenced by 
heredity.” That is quite clear, we trust. 


A lifeboat believed to belong to the N. P. 


.| boat Pelican has been s-ghted by Captain Helm, 


of the ship Falkirk, near the Aleutian islands, 
The sea was too furious to permit of the lowering 
of aboat to examine it. Itis feared that the Peli- 
can's crew, numbering forty-one, were drowned, 
or died of starvation, even if they reached shore, 
unless they found some Indian settlement, be- 
cause the steamer was provisioned for only an 
ordinary trip. 

Lord Justice Vaughan Williams, speaking at 
the annital dinner of the Solicitors’ Managing 
Clerks’ Association, claimed that the prejudice 
with which the legal profession has to contend 
is smaller than it was, but pointed to the stage 
lawyer and to the anecdotes aimed at the pro- 
fession as evidence that a considerable body of 
ill-feeling remains, As an instance of the bitter- 
ness with which lawyers are sometimes spoken 
of, he mentioned that a modem wit had lately 
described a well-known solicitor to him as ‘ 
professing Christian and a practising attorne 














11 is stated that the Russian government has 
decided to adopt the metric system. The 
United States and the British Empire will thus 
soon be the only important countries which 
have not adopted the decimal system of weights 
aud measures. An imperial commission has 
also been appointed at St, Petersburg to con- 
sider the best means of abandoning the Russian 
calendar in favour of that which prevails in 
other parts of the civilised world. 








A terrible disaster is reported from Illinois. 
By the bursting of a dam on the Ohio 
the Settlement of Shawneetown was flooded 
to the depth of fifteen to 29 feet in parts. 
Scores of people—some of the newspapers 
place the number at 250—perished, and the 
destruction of property was terrible, The 
Sheriff, a Mr, Galloway, lost his wife aud four 
children, The disaster was aggravated by a 
terrific storm, the wind blowing at the rate of 
35 miles an hour, 





Fleet. Surgeon Christopher Knox Ord, M.D., 
F.LS., died at Lewisham, London, recently, 
aged 72. From 1864 to 1866 he was surgeon 
of the Royal Marine battalion sent out for ser- 
vice in Japan, and was present at the bom- 
bardment of the batteries at the Straits of 
Shimonoseki and the capture of the batteries, 
stockade magazines, &c., from Sept. 5 to Sept. 
8, 1864. — 

The Osaka Shosen Kaisha has been granted 
by the Government a sum of 16,056 yen, as 
compensation for the loss of the Company's 
steamer Ajikawa Maru, while under charier 
to the army during the war with China, The 
vessel stranded in the port of Newchang in 
April, 1895, and was blown up with dynamite 
by order of the Japanese military authorities, 
The sum granted is said to be only one-third 
of her value. 











German Consulates are to be established at 
Viadivostock and Nicolaiefsk. In these ports 
there are not only many important: German 
trading houses, but the fiting and chartering of 
ships is largely in the lands of the Germans. 
The present brisk state of trade between 
Germany and Eastern Siberia shows prospects 
of rapidly increasing. A direct and regular 
steamship line is about to be started between 
Hamburg and Vladivostok. 





Miss Mary E. Wainwright writes to us as 
follows :—The Okayama Orphan Asylum is too 
well known an institution to need any explana- 
tion, of its good work, but this seems to be the 
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quickest and best way in which I ca 
many friends that, owing to the rise in rice and 
the fact that there have been very few contribu- 
tions of late, they are sorely pressed to know 
which way to turn, and I would urge all who can 
do so to lend a “helping hand.” During Mr, 
Pettee’s absence contributions for the Asylum 
may be sent to me at Okayama. 





A certain school-board, shocked at the 
vulgarity of some of our nursery rhymes, has 
Bowdlerised them, Here is a specimen of its 
labours :— 

VULGAR ENGLISH. 
If T had a donkey as wouldn't go, 
Do you think I'd wollop him 2” Oh, dear no! 
I'd give him some coun, and cey: Gee wa! 
Gee up, Neddy!”” 
THE LANGUAGE OF THE YOUNG PERSON, 
If Thad an animal averse to speed, 
Do you th phim? No indeed ! 
I'd give him some oats aud cry: “ Proceed ! 


Go on, Edward” 


A German statistician has been making 
calculations as to beer-drinking in certain towns 
in Germany, Austria, and Hungary. The 
inhabitants of Munich consume on an average 
566 litres per head every year; at Prague the 
figure talls to 172; at Berlin to 160; and Vienna 
on 145, On the other hand, theNurembergers 
drink 321 litres each, According to the same 
authority, they do not care agreal deal for 
beer at Paris. The Parisian is coutent with 
only tr litres ayear, As to the brewing of 
beer, Germany is first with 61,302,000 hectoli- 
tres a year; Great Britain comes next with 
53.000,000; and the combined ouiput of the 
United States and Australia is 55,400.60. 


Recently while Mr. Jordan, H.B.M.’s Chargé 
d'Affairesin Korea, was walking alonga sireet in 
S6ul in the company of another foreign gentle- 
man, a druyken Korean soldier, belonging to 
the first regiment of the Imperial Guard, saluted 
him by ‘a friendly whack across the shoulder.” 
‘Mr. Jordan seized the offender and handed him 
over to the nearest police siation, The Minister 
of Foreign Affalrs, hearing of the episode, 
immediately called on Mr, Jordan and made 
suitable apologies, while the War Department 
took the prisoner into its hands and sentenced 
him to be shot. Mr. Jordan expressed a wish 
that the man should not bedealt with so severely, 
and the sentence was commuted to ten years’ 
banishment. —_- 

Reater's special agent writes of Peking: It is 
the dirtiest and worst kept town I have ever 
seen, The streets are crowded with carts, 
which make deep ruts, and there is no pave- 
ment, The gates are closed at nightfall, and 
re-opened at midnight, to allow Ministers to 
proceed to audiences, which are held at two 
o'clock in the morning. I was struck by the 
apathy of the inhabitants, Nobody displays the 
slightest interest in public affairs, except the 
officials, of whom a great number, it is stated, 
receive grants from the Russian secret service 
fund, representing a very large amount yearly. 
Nothing could convey a better idea of the utter 
conservatism and childishness of the Chinese 
than two sights which I witnessed yesterday, 
The first was a body of ‘soldiers engaged in 
practising with bows and arrows, and the otber 
was the picture of a huge cannon painted on a 
canvas screening a part of the town wall, the 
object apparently being 10 frighten intending 
invaders. A European remarked to me that it 
was a good thing the loan bad been concluded, 
for in a week's time it would be difficult to do 
business, as the kite-flying season would then 
have begun, 












Newspaper enterprise has apparently broken 
out in a new and altogether reprehensible direc- 
tion, At Bow Street a few weeks ago, Albert 
Eavres, alliag Frederick Mason, inquiry agent, 
of Dalston, was charged with forging an order 
or request for admission to H.M. Prison at 
Holloway, It was stated that prisoner presented 
himself at Holloway Prison, gave in a paper 








|journey through Siberia 


statement for the defence. He afterwards sold 
to Zloyd's News a statement which he alleged 
the prisoner had made to him confessing his 
guill, The newspaper published this sensa- 
tonal copy with flaring headlines, and paid £20 
for it, The prisoner was committed for trial. 





Mr. Goschen gave as one reason for not 
enlarging his new naval construction estimates 
that it would be impossible to procure sufficient 
armour and probably guns for any greater num- 
ber of ships than he has provided for. He 
further went on to say that it had been suggest 
ed that the Admiralty should themselves con- 
struct works where armour could be manufac- 
tured ; but he did not think the House generally 
would be inclined to encourage them in such a 
task, But why, says a naval expert, it should 
be bad policy for the State to make a portion 
of her own armour, and yet good for her to 
manufacture the greater part of her own guns, 
and even to build some of her own propelling 
machinery, is beyond my comprehension. Year 
by year we shall want more armour-plates, and 
surely this ought to be a reason for at once in- 
creasing our means of supplying them. But 
instead of this, Mr. Goschen merely gave utter- 
ance to a few weak platitudes about the unwis- 
dom of checking the development of private 
enterprise by the Government undertaking the 
works, As well talk of checking the develop 
ment of any one of the various trades daily 
carried on in the Government yards, 








Paris has invented a new method by which 
misguided women can either mar the good 
looks with which they have been gifted or ac- 
centuate th&ir natural ugliness, It is the feather 
blouse, This is usually composed of the green 
and blue plumage of the lophophore bird, 
bat the flamingo and the peacock are alsa 
requisitioned. The hope is expressed, in- 
deed, that because feather blouses ‘are ex- 
pensive and easily go out of order,” the 
fashion will not last long ; but human nature is 80 
constituted that these manifest defects in a 
material for clothes are often accounted its 
greatest merits. ‘hus the main reason why the 
popularity of the silk hat cannot be shaken is 
that itis expensive compared with other hats 
and easily gets out of order. A bowler does 
not in itself reveal a man’s position and charac- 
ter; neither does a straw or one of the indented 
sott felt constructions, Buta single glance at 
a silk hat, ils shape, condition, and gloss, will 
tell whether its owner belongs to the feunesse 
dorée of Piccadilly, the city clerk species, or 
the mysterious shabby genteel personages who 
get their living in all kind of dark by ways. 


In the course of a week or two the first 
through express train will start from the Moscow 
station at St. Petersburg on its journey of 
six days to the furthest point reached 
in the construction of the Great Siberian Rail- 
way. The Russian Minister of Ways and Com- 
munications has decided to compose an express 
train ont of the railway carriages uow in use on 
the Moscow and Kuisk line, ‘This train will be 
made up every fourteen days, and will consist of 
six luggage vans, one first-class, and two second- 
class catriages, a resiaurant car, in which only 
cold meals and wine wili be served, and ‘a 
saloon car, which will contain a small library of 
railway guide-books, and about twenty news- 
papers, As onthe line between Warsaw and 
Vienna, it will be possible to order dinner by 
telegram, and the meal will be served in the 
carriages if so desited. The ‘Siberian Ex 
press” will take the following ronte:—St. 
Petersburg to Moscow, 404 miles; thence to 
Riazan, a distance of 115 miles ; at Riajsk, 60 
miles south of Riazan, the train will take an 
easterly direction to Samara, 450 miles distant ; 
here the line leads ina north-east direction to 
Ufa, which is 250 miles distant, and is sitmated 
in the southermost slopes.of the Ural mountains. 
Fiom this point the traveller will begin his 








representing himself as a solicitor’s clerk, and} The committee of the Shanghai branch of 


obtained an interview with the man Prince, 


the China Association have requested the aid 


accused of the murder of Mr, William Yerriss, jel the British Press in calling the attention of 


on the representation that 





he was CO a the le" to the contracting of marriages in 
ed ty GOOSIe N 
N 





England between English girls and Chinese 
subjects, ‘Such unions,” the committee re- 
mark, “are not illegal and from some points of 
view possibly not tmproper, and it is conse- 
quently impossible to call upon the authoriti 
to interfere ; but the committee desire to point 
out as strongly as they can that the present con- 
dition of affairs in China is such as to make the 
chances of a happy result to auch @ marriage 
almost nil, while there is not the slig test prospect. 
of any change taking place during the lifetime 
of the present generation sufficient‘to justify an 
Englishwoman in counting on even a tolerably 
comfortable life if allied to a Chinese husband. 
The committee wish to place on record thei: 
opinion that even when the strictest inquiries 
show the Chinaman in question to be an honour- 
able and well-educated man, of social sta’ 4 
in his own country equal or superior to that of 
the lady to whom he 1s anxious to be engaged, 
and with ample means to justify his getting 
married, the final result is likely to be of the 
most disappointing description, So long as the 
married couple reside in Europe the result ma 
be tolerable, but almost every Chinaman returns 
sooner or later to China, and there, whatever 
the husband may do, the position of the foreign 
wile is, in the present state of Chinese society, 
absolutely intolerable,” 























The Channel Squadron was recently in a 
really bad way with measles, On March 13 
there were fonr battleships and one cruiser in 
quarantine at Gibraltar from this cause. All 
the ships left Gibraltar on March 2, and arrived 
at Carthagena on the sib, There they heard 
that small-pox and typhoid fever were rife, 
Therefore on anchoring a signal was made that 
there was to be no leave for gunroom officers, 
ho fruit or vegetables were allowed to be taken 
on board, and all milk was ordered to be coiled, 
The same evening the Squadron took up anchor 
and got under way again, bul on the morrow | 
fell in with bad weather, and anchored in Mory- 
tea Bay. On the 7th they left again, arriving 
at Valencia the same day ; but as with so many 
measle-siricken ships it was useless to go anys 
witere else, they arrived at Gibraltar again on the 
13th. A correspondent writes to the Globe as 
follows : What is to be done? The measles 
are constantly recurring in the infected ships, 
and the Vice-Admiral cannot inke them any: 
where. I daresay you know the exaggerated 
funk of nearly all Mediterranean ports at any 
infectious disease, and they all think you havea 
little cholera up your sleeve if you show a yellow 
flag. The whole thing is an awful piy, It 
would seem to most people that the best way 
out of this difficully—and it is « source of much 
anxiety to the Commander-in-Chief—would be 
the return of the Squadron to Portland, where 
all the usual drills could be cartied out.” 














The Speaker has a very incisive article on 
Lord Salisbury and his Eastern policy. It 
observes that what Great Britain needs isa firm 
and clear-sighted diplomacy.‘ Alas!” it adds 
“this is just what she does not seem at present 
to have at her command, and herein lies the real 
danger to the peace of the world. We cannot 
shui our eyes to the fact that one of the gravest 
dangers at the present moment is to be found 
in the feebleness and untrustworthiness of Lord 
Salisbury as Foreign Minister, Of his feeble 
ness and lack of nerve there io need for us 
to speak, eeeing that so much is being said 
upon the subject by his own supporters. The 
myth which acclaimed Lord Salisbury as a 
great Foreign Minister is a thing of the past, By 
displays of weakness, vacillation, and absolute 
limidity in the face of our rivafs, repeated again 
and again, he bas absolusely destroyed the 
national confidence in his firmness of purpose. 
He lias, at the same time, sown a deep and wide 
feeling of distrust with regard to his statements 
of fact, To add to our sense of helplessness 
we have to face the astounding fact that, at 
this most critical moment, Lord Salisbury is 
proposing to absent himself trom England for 

ral weeks, He is bound, in the terribly 
cal circumstances now existing, not to 





















leave the Foreign Qiice without a head in his 
Healafmcrmanage our affairs at the 
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present moment from his villa at Beaulieu. Ifhe 
attempts to do so he will be guilly of a crime 
against the Commonwealth, Before he leaves 
England it is his duty—a duty from which no- 
n telieve him—to place the control of 
¢ hands of a competent 
substitute, not take this step, he 
will make himself personally respo 
the disasters into which we shall inevitably drift. 










Carl Herlz, the conjurer who is shortly to give 
a performance at Yokohama, was recently in 
Colombo with a yachting party, fishing. They 
wanted him to while away the time with some 
feats. Hertz finally consented, He borrowed 
a gold watch from an old gentleman, who was 
horror-stricken to see the valuable instrument 
(apparently) thrown overboard, Hertz then 
procured a fishing-rod line, and sat down 
with the air of an experienced angler, with his 
legs dangling over the side of the yacht. Present- 
ly he gota “bite” and hauled his capture—a 
good sized fish—on board, which, on being cut 
open, disclosed the gentleman's watch in all i 
pristine beauty and undamaged. Such are his 
powers of palming. Once during his career 
Carl Hertz was sold. It was by a little boy 
when he was performing in the Southern States 
of America, One of his tricks consisted in 
putting a dollar borrowed from the audience 
into an orange, and afterwards placing it in a 
boy’s pocket. The boy is, of course, a con. 
federate, to whom a dollar has been given 
by the conjurer before he appears on the stage. 
On the night in question the boy, when called 





up in the presence of the audience to take the| ! 


dollar out of his pocket, replied, as he produced 
a quantity of small change, “ Here’s 98 cents. : 
I got thirsty and changed the dollar you gave 
me.” Alter that Mr. Hertz decided never more 
to work with a confederate, 


It is now settled that two new battalions are 
to be added to each of the three following regi- 
ments—the Royal Fusiliers, the Royal War- 
wickshire, and the Lancashire Fusiliers. 
Recruits in these territorial districts are faily 
plentifal, and the authorities do not doubt their 
abitity to raise the six battalions in a short time. 
The Royal Warwickshire, Royal Fusiliers, and 
Lancashire Fusiliers are all old and distingui- 
shed regiments, and should, on that acconnt, 
be popular the recruiting market. The 
Royal Warwickshire is one of the“ Holland” 
Regiment of the Stuart days; it saw much 
service in the wars against Louis XIV., aud 
after its return to England with William 
of Orange it fought bravely in the Irish 
and Flanders campaigns. After distinguished 
rvice in many quarters of the globe, it served 
in the Penin: ¢ War, for which it bears the 
honours—Rolica, Vimiera, Cornmna, Vittori 
Pyrenees, Nivelle, Orth d Peninsula, Its] 
other battle h are Niagara, South Africa 
1864-47 and 1851-53. The Royal Fusiliers, the 
old 7th, was added tothe Army at the time of 
the Monmouth rebellion, and is the oldest| A! 
fusilier regiment in the service. It bears the 
battle honours—Talavera, Martinique, Albu- 
hera, Badajos, Salamanca, Vittoria, Pyrenees, 
Orthes, Toulouse, Poninsnla, Aima, Inkerman, 
Sebastopol, Kandahar 1880, and Afghanstan 
187980. The Lancashire is the old zoth, and 
its establishment dutes from 1688. Its battle 
honours include Dettingen, Minden, Egmont- 
op-Zee, Egypt with the Sphinx, Maida, Vi- 
miera, Cornnna, Vittoria, Pyrenees, Ortehs, 
* Toulonse, Peninsula, Alma, Inkerman, Seba- 

stopol, and Luckno 
































Mr. Woolf Joel, who was shot afew weeks 
ago at Johannesburg first went to the 
Cape when he was 15 years of age. Three 
years’ operations on the diamond fields at 
Kimberley brought him a fortune. He return. 
ed home, but again set out for the Cape in 
1881, and such was his grasp of the under- 
takings with which his uncle, the late Mr. B. I. 
Barnato, was associated, that he was admitied 
a full partner in Barnato Brothers. He became 
Chairman of the Kimberley Mining Board 
when he was little ov, and 


ars of ae. 
later ofp) was atetied t ig hia i@etors 





of De Beers, It was upon Mr, loel’s sugges- 
tions that Barnato Brothers turned their atten 
tion to Jobaunesburg, and it was the large 
business concerns built up there which engaged 
most of his attention during the last few years. 
When Mr. Joel went to Johannesburg in Janu. 
ary, it was with the intention of putting the 
ng companies in the Barnato group 
solid basis. He was exceedingly popular 
throughout South Africa, and the promoters of 
charities there found in him a ready supporter. 
His death naturally recalls the incident at 
Monte Carlo in 1895, when he won £16,000 at 
the tables in half an hour. This arose out of a 
walking match from La Tutbie to Nice with 
his friend, Mr, Frank Gardner. The stakes 
were £100 aside, and the arrangement was that 
the winner should at once proceed to the Casino 
and place the whole of the loser's money on the 
red for joint account, Mr, Joel won the match, 
and carried out the bargain, The incident 





























culminated in the famous ‘ Read Dinner” at 
the Savoy Hotel in November, 1895. 
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SMG. President; Dr. Wheeler, Vice-Piesi 













Dodds, Es 
Esq... W.W. 
naff, E-q., Count O: fini, 








G. Pe hea), T 




















cie a poor third about thheelengths behind. Time 
1373+ 







Pari Muruen, $5 Pool—Mirliton 0, Martine 
gale 3, Touslst 2, Jupiter o, Reva Maidzuen 
vadesman 

1 $103. $2 

Fourist 18, 





oe 7, Royalrs 
claircie 26, Cozack 12, 
=$248—Tradesman $74. 


2—The Javan Stakes, Prize value yen 200, for 
Country-breds, Maidens at date of entry, and 
Subscription Country-breds of 1897 that have 
not won more than two races at date of entry ; 
weight as per scale. 2 Mile. Entrance fee, 
yeu 10. 
Mr. Youu's Matsushima, 139Ib. 
Mr. Russia's Her mine, 1321b. Horiicichi) 2 
Mr. Worthington's Dargai, r3sib. Yasu) 0 
Only three horses started and as a matter of 
fact it was no tace at all. Two of the starters, 
Matsushima and Hermine, were sent away, leav- 
ing Dargai twenty lengths behind, and of course 
completely ont of the race, ‘The two first mentioned 
fan almost ueck and neck as far as the Trees, when 
got abead by a couple of lengths, In 
H made a game (ry and te- 
istance between herself and 
shima, but was beaten bya length, Time 


26, Garder 5, 
Tradesman 3; total 124 


Tsubouchi) 























1-27¢. 
Part Mutuen, $5 Pool—Dargai 11, Matsu- 





Matsu- 
a 78, 
$3.50. 


shima 34, Hermie 243 total 69=$34 
shima §9. $2 Pool—Dargai 31, Matsus| 
Hermine 43; total 152==$304—Matsushin 





+1 3.—The Tria Prare, rt Prize, yen 200; 2nd, 
yen 50, for all China Ponies; weight as per 
dumile, 


Xeale, Entrance fee, yen 10. 











Thomas, Esq, S. Isaacs, Esq, and W.F, Mit- geass Oregon (late cS ere ’ 
© Bigoeie CoumireeWwNes Mr. Wo. o Kiviggomi, 1475D. sases(Wasu) 2 
eT ne +] Me. Bieldte Kinder, t4gih. Michie) 3 
tee B pee Lig, | Mis Nemo’s Opportuniste, 150!b. (Ichi) 0 
‘ ca, | Sr. Youo’s Suma, Hakodate) o 

JC. Netvion, ia, and H. Tennant, E-gs! ne. ‘Tyuherleigh's Kestrel (late Bickleigh), y 
ease —————— Mr, Easton) o 
First Day.—Tunspay, APrit 26TH. (Riki) 0 


After one day's postponement owing to the 
heavy rain of Sunday and Monday the Spring 
Meeting of the Nippon Race Club was opened 
on Tuesdny under fairly favourable circum- 
stances, The course was rather heavy going 
from its recent drenching but scarcely as 
bad as might have been expected under the 
circumstances. Though not sunny the weather 
was fine and there was a good average attendance 
on the Grand Stand for a first day. Most of 
the events were well contisted and afforded ex- 
cellent sport, In spite of the heavy course 
one record was broken, by Saikio winning 
the All Aged Stakes, three-quarters of 
a mile, in a filth of a second less than Idaho's 
time last autumn, The arrangements were 
satisfactorily carried out by the executive com- 
mittee consisting of Mr. Bianchi, Judge; Mr. 
S. Warming, Assistant Judge; Mr. J. C. 
Nicholson, Siarter; Mr. E. Hatchinson, Asnist- 
ant Starter; Dr. Wheeler, Clerk of the Scale 
Mr F,J. Hall, Time- keeper; Mr. J. McArthi 
istant Time-keeper; the extra stewards 
ing Messrs, W. F Mitchell, L. Abel, C. Gibbins, 
J. Naudin and G.M. Woolsey. Clerk of the 
Course, Mr. E. Knaff. 

The various events were as follow :— 
1—The Moncotian Prats, 1st Prize, yen 200; 
d prize, yen 50; for Subscription China Ponies, 

hon-winners in Japan at date of entry; weight 

as per scale. J Mile, Entrance fee, yen 10. 
Mr. Nishiouca’s T) ” saath, (tdattoni) 1 
Mr. Derby's Ma 
Mr. News's Eclaircie, 150'b. 
Mi. Sphiox's Mirlito 
Mr. Worthington's Tourist, 14 ib. 
Me. Worthington’s Jupiter, 1gtlb, 
Mr, Neto’s Royaliste, 156'b, 
Mr. Tatsusa’s Maidzuru, 144!b. 
Mr. Avis's Gander, 144! 
Mc. Russia’s Cozack, r47ib. 











des 








ale, 153Ib...(Mr. Pearson) 2 
sere (Me. Kingdon) 3 
(Takahashi) 0 



















ARiki) 0 


Tourist appeared to be the favourite at the start, 
Me, Worthington declared Lest of his two to win, 
Ten out of thirteen entrants tured out, and, alter 
alittle delay owing to trouble given by Tourist, 
got away faiily well together, Jupiter took the 
lead, with Tiadesinan next, and Royalist third, 
At the Trees almost the same order was main. 
tained. On entering the straight a fine race 














ensued between Tradesman and M. 
former winning only by a short jens 
UNTY 




















(Mr. Motu) 0 

Alter one futile attempt the field of eight starters 
were got away on fairly level terms. Kirigomi 
and Suma took up the toning and led to the 
Shakespeare, where the latter gave place to Tomtit 
and Usugumo, At the Trees Kirigomi led, but 
atthe entiauce to the straight Oregon came up 
very strongly and easily worked to the front, pase 
sing the post about hall a length ahead of Kivi- 
gomi, with Kindar, who had come away in the 
fun home, thied, about two lengths behind, Tiv 
1.37% 

Part Mutua, $5 Pool—Oregon 31, Kirigomi 
3, Opportuniste §, Suma 4, Kestrel 4, Usugumo 
25, Tomrit 12, Kinder 155 total g9=$495—Oregon 
$14. $2 Pool—Ovegun 70, Kuigonm 13, Oppor- 
tuniste 23, Suma 16, Kestiel 11, Usugumo 53, 
Tomtit 21, Kinder 29; total 236=$472—Oregon 
$6. 


4.—The AtL-AGeD Sraxas, value yen 200, for 
all Country-breds; weight asper scale. } Mile. 

Entrance fee, yen 10. 

Mr. Yodo’s Saikio, r30!b., 
Mr. Tatsuta’s Tatsuta, 142!b. Ki) 2 
Mr, States’ Idaho, 14olb. iura) 3 

Idaho was a warm favowite and carried most 
of the money, though Tatsuta also found a fair 
number of backers. Saikio, whose chances were 
considered very slight, got rather the best of the 
stat, and, holding hee position at the front by 
about a length all round, came strong in the home 
stretch and won good race by a couple of 
lengths fiom Tatsuta, with the favourite about a 
length inthe rear. ‘Time, 1.233, a fifth of a second 
less than Idaho's record of last autunnn. 

Part Murunt, $5 Pool—Idaho 51, Tatsuta 25, 
Saikio 215 total 104=8520—Saikio $16.50. $2 
Pool—IMalw 122, Tatsuta 14, Saikio 71; total 277 
=$554—Saikio $7. 
5.—The NanKInG Stakes, First prize, yen 250; 

and, yen 50. For Subscription China Ponies of 

Amun, 1897, and Spring, 1898 ; weight as per 

scale; winners in Japan at date of entry sib, 

extra for each race won, 1} Miles. Entrance 

fee, yen 10. 

Me, Derby's Mautingale, 153°. ...(Takahashi) 1 
5 Rel w(Mi. Kingdon) 2 














.(Hakodate) 1 





































(Mr. Mottu) 3 
Sugima) 0 
Me. Longin) o 





Mr States's Colorado, 14g'b. 
Mr, Guignol’s Herald, 1551b. 
PWotthington's Mercury, 
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Mr. Durand’s Romulus, rg2lb. . 
Mr. Nemo’s Pique-Assiette, 153!b. 
Mr. Avis’s Gander, 144lb. 
Mr. Russia's Doorak, 144lb. 


Ont of a field of thirteen ten ponies faced the 
starter, and were got away toa fair start without 
much difficulty. Colorado, Gander, Eclaitcie, and 
Mercury were in the front cank in passing the 
Stand for the first time, and continued to keep the 
same order till the Shakespeare was reached. 
Maitingale came away from his field beiween 
the Shakespeare and the Trees, and at the 
entrance of the Straight ran to the fr ont, with: 
Eclaircie a length behind. In the run home 
Martingale, hard ridden, passed the post about 
a length 
Jim, who had come up strong at the finish, 
half a length behind, ‘Time 2.353. 


Part Muruet, $5 Pool—Colorado 27, Mar 
ingale 6. Herald 3, Mercury 18, Romulus 3, 
uf Assiette 7. Gander 4, Eclaicie 7, Duorack 

De. Jun 365 total 124=$220—Martingale 
$98.00, $2, Pool—-Colorado’ 22, Martingale 24 
Herald 6, Mercury 41, Romulus 11, Pique As 
siette 10, Gander 11, Eclaitcie 30, Doorak 31, Dv. 
Jin 56° total 242—=$484—Martingale $18.00. 


6.—The Matpens' Prats, value, yen 200. F. 
try-breds, Maidens at date of entry, and 
Subscription Country-breds of 1897 that have 





jorikoshi) 0 



































da half ahead of Eclaircie, with Dr. M 


ler’s staying powers told, and he gradually left his 
sister behind, winning a good race by about two 
lengths, Time 2.574. 

Part Murugy, $5 Pool—Traveller 51, Haya- 
kaze 69; \otal 120=$605—T! aveller $10.50. 
Pool—Traveller 105, Hayakaze 126 ; total 23 
$462—Traveller $3.90. 


9—The Neoisut Staxes, value, yen 200. For 
Country-breds that have never won a Counts y= 
bred Champion Race or a Newmarket Plate; 
i Maidens sib, allowance; weight 

1 imile, Entrance fee, yen 10, 


(Ichi) 1 











as per scale. 


Mc. Nemo’s Sasha, 145!bs. .... 
Mr. Worthington’s Tamboue Major 










Sugin 
i “Cow ; 
Only four started, of which Tambour Major 
appeared to be first favourite. Philomel took up 
the running after the start, but Sasha came away 
and took the lead on rising from the Dip: In the 
tan home Sasha kept his lead, and though Tam 
bour Major made a good try, won a good sace 
by about half a length, with Philomel third seve- 
cal lengths behind, Time, 1.573. 

Part Mututn, $5 Pool—Tambor Major 32, 
Sasha 34, Philomel 5, Rigi 7; total 73=$390— 
Sasha $10.30. $2 Pool—Tambor 171, Sasha 
53) Philomel 9, Rigi 105 total 143=$286—Sasha 

80. 








Not wou more than two races at daie of entry 1 $4 80. 


weight as per scale, Bouance fer, 

yen 10. 

Mr, Yodo’s Matsushima, 13slbs 

Mr, Russia’s Hermine, 130ibs. 

M Guignat’ 's Chiyoda, 130'bs. 

Me rand’s Plumeauvent, 14olbs. 
Ri Field's Tomboy, 145ths. 


Five started, Matsushima b 
On passing the stand the first time, the favourite, 
Tomboy and Chiyoda tan neck and neck. Alter 
rising from the dip Matsushima. still led with 
Hermine at his quatters, the others being left 
many lengths behind. ‘The same order was kept 
in the home stretch, where Hermine made an effect 
but failed to come up ‘with the favourite, which 
passed the post about three quarters of a length 

Chiiyoda finishing third three 


1} Mile. 





‘Tsubouchi) 1 
« (Horikoshi) 2 
.(Katsa) 3 
(Kubota) 0 
(Hattori) 0 


¢ favourite. 
























or four lengths behind, 

Part Muruen, $5 Pool—Chiyoda 32, Plumean 
vent 14, Matsushima 61, Hermine 28, ‘Tomboy 
24; total 159=$795—Matsushima $1150. $2 
Poul—Chiyoda 73, Plumeanvent 38, Matsushima 
81, Hermine §2, “Tomboy 63; total 307—=8614— 
Matsushima $6.80. 

















7-—The SHanonat Prare, rst prize, yen 250; 
2nd, yen 50, For all China Ponies; weight as 
per scale, 1} Mile. Entrance fee, yen 10. 
Mr. News's Eclaireur, 1golbs....(Mr. Kingdon) 


Mr, Hyogo’s Miyajima, 153tb »(Taleaionhi) 2 
















Mr. Carter's Mr. Datcy (late Maine) 
1golbs. . (Mr. Pakenham) 3 
Mr: Guig: (Mr, Longin) 0 
Mr. Worthington’s Ondons L4pibs 
(Me. Nicholson) 0 
Mr. Nemo’s Opportuniste tgolbs. (Ichi) 0 





MH. M. Bevis's Troubadour 
150lb: (Sugiua) 
Mr. Nishimura’s Niitakea, 1501Ds....06( Hattori) 





° 
° 


After a fair start the eight starters ran well 
together half round the cource, with the exception 
of Torpedo and Niitaka who either waited too 
long ot had not get the legs, After passing the 
‘Trees however Eclaiveur, Mr, Darcy and Miya 
jima came away from their field and a fine race 
ensued down the Straight, the former passing the 
post by a short half length ahead of Miyajima, 
with Mr. Darcy a fair thind; the others lengths 
behind, Tine 3.265. 

Pari Muruet, $5 Pool--Miyajima 25, Torpe- 
do 4, Orion 58 ste 4, Mr. Darcy 31, 
Eclanenr 28, T 6, Niitaka 12, Field “1; 
total 169=$845—Eclaiveur $27.00. §2 Pool— 
Miyajima 50, Torpedo 22, Orion 126, Opportu 
iste 23, Mr. Darcy 13, Eclairear 56, ‘Troubadous 
27, Niitala 28 ; total 345=$600—K 


—The Nivvow Puare, value, yen 206 
* Country-breds ; weight as per scale, 
Entrance fee, yeu 10. 
Mr, Worthington’s Traveller 145lbs. 
Mr. Nishimura’s Hayakaze, 1 golbs. 
This race resulted in a match between Traveller 
and Hayakaze, brother aud sister, the older pony 
carrying five pounds more than his sister, ‘The 
match was considered a very open event and both 
Ponies were well backed. At the start Traveller got 
a slight lead, but at the Stand, after covering the 
half mile the mare came up and the two raced 
neck and neck down and up the Dip and past the 
Shakespeare. In the Straigh 




















jairem $11.00, 


For all 
1} Mile, 


























')Emperor by all present. 








Seconp Dar.—Wepwnespay, APRIL 27TH. 

Ideal racing weather favoured the second 
day of the Spring Meeting on Wednesday, 
while the course had also hardened into a 
firmer and more satisfactory condition, There 
was probably the largest attendance of spectators 
in the enclosure of any recent seasons, the 
ladies also gracing the scene in their charming 
spring toilettes in strong force. There was a 
considerable contingent of visitors from Tokyo, 
which included amongst others the German and 
Belgian Ministers, Mr. Paget, Secretary of the 
British Legation, etc. His Majesty the Emperor 
had been invited to altend the Races on that day, 
but was unable 10 do so through indisposition. 
Baron Sannomiya was present, however, and 
alter the third race presented the prize given by 








His Majesty for the Banzai Stakes, a pair of |! 


beantiful inlaid vases, to Mr. Isaacs, owner of 
the winner, In presenting the prize the Baron 
expressed His Majesty’s regret at being un- 
able to accept the invitation of the Club on 
that occasion, Mr. Thomas replied on be- 
half of the Club, and three hearty cheers 
and bansai were given for His Majesty the 
The fourth race 
of the day, for the Ladies’ Purse, brought 
out the large field of eleven ponies and 
aroused the keenest interest. The coveted prize 
was presented to the winning rider, Mr. Paken- 
ham, by Miss Morse, who accompanied the 
presentation with a graceful little sreech, to 
which Mr. Pakenham made a suitable reply. 
The winner has been a popular and successful 
gentleman rider for near a score of years, but 
this was his first win of the Ladies’ Purse. 
Most of the events were well contested and ex- 
cellent sport was afforded to the numerous 
spectators. The pari-mutuel was almost blocked 
throughout the afternoon by crowds of specula- 
tors. The Town Band contributed to the enjoy- 
ment of visitors by performing the following 
programme of music :— 





1—Here, There and Everywhere March, by A. 

Rose. 
2—Overtnve z. Op. Zampa, by Herold. 
3—Fantasie a Op. Faust, by Gounod, 
4—The Mikado Waltz, by —— 
5—Port Arthur March, by F, Eckert. 
6—Amorette (Entracte), hy F. Rose. 
7—Einani Scene and Ava, by Verdi, 
8—Oveiture " Olivia,” by SH. Hyde. 
o—Nahant March, by W. H. Thomas. 
10—Bravira Waltz, by O. Roeder. 
11—The Whistling Polka 
12—Potpoursi Gedanken-Swiche, by Ed, Kiesler. 
13—Flederman's Quadville, by Strauss. 
14—The Manhattan Beach, by S. P. Sousa. 
jon Bijou Mazinka, by Baust. 
16—Viellielichen Gavotte, by Walifesch, 
17 Lx Guffevie Pollen, by —— 

olden Beauty Waltz, by Godfrey. 
19—Galop, by —— 























The results of the various races were as 


however old by CgOC Cae le 





t.—Tue Cuiwa Hanpicar, tst Prize, yen 2003 
and, yen 50, a Handicap for Subscript 
China Pontes, non-winners in Japan at date 

Handicap alter first day’s sacing. 
























1 Mile. Entiance lee, yen 10. 
Mr, Russia’s Doorak, 139!b5..5-..000(Horikoshi) 1 
Mr gale, 157ibs....(lakahashi) 2 
M: 's Tourist, 1golbs. (Hayashi) 3 
Mr, States’s Colorado, r4olb: (Si 
Mr. Spinx’s Mitliton, 145tbs. 
Mr. Worthington’s Mercury, 14sibs. 
Mr, Nemo’s Pique: Assiette, 14Gibs. 
Mr. Avis’s Gander, 139\bs. 


Eight ponies started, Mr. Worthirgton declar- 
ing best of his two to win. Colorado and Tourist 
5 fect rather the best of the start and led down and 
up fom the Dip, whew Martingale worked into 
first place, with Tourist next in order. At the 
Shakespeare Doorak came away from the ruck and 
joined the leaders. In the Suaight a fine trace 
was made by Doorak and Mattingale, the former 
winning by about a couple of lengths, with Tourist 
a good third. ‘Time 1.533. 

Part Mururt, $5 Pool—Colorado 7, Mitliton 
1, Martingale to, tist 2, Mercury 3, Pique- 
Assiette 2, Gander 3, Doorak 8; total 36—-$180— 
Doorak $20.00. $2 Boca Color ado 20, Mirliton 7, 
Martingale 41, Tourist 10, Meicury 15, Pique- 
Assiette 8, Gander 7, Doorak 24; total 132=$264 
—Doorak’ $9.99. 


2.—The Banzai Sraxss, ist prize, yen 200; 2nd, 
yen 50, for all Country-breds, weight as per 
scale; winners at the meeting Sib. extra each 

race won. I Mile. Entance lee, yen 10. 

Mr. States's Idaho, 14olb: .(Sugiuta) 1 
Mr, Worthingtou’s Tambour 

135Ibs. (Hayashi) * 

Mr, Tatsuta’s Tatsuta, 142lbs -(Riki) * 
* Dead-heat. 

Only three started, of whom Tatsuta appeared 
to be the favourite. Idaho rushed to the front 
directly alter getting away and kept the lead ail 
sound, easily by about three lengths, 
Tatsuta and Tambour Major cunning a dead heat 
for second place. ‘Time 2.13%. The prize for this 
race, a beautiful pair of inlaid vases, was pre- 
sented by H.M. the Emperor. 

Part Murvgt, $5 Pool—Idaho 22, Tambour 
Major 17, Tatsuta 32, Field 4, Field 1; total 76 

$350—Idaho $15 50. $2 Pool—Idaho 42, Tom- 
Majo: 43, Tatsuta 54 ; total 139—$278—Idaho 
$5.90: 


.—The Counrry-srep Hanpicar, It price 
yen 150; 2nd, yen 50; a Handicap tor Co 
tey-breds j Maidens at date of entry, and Subs 
scription Country-breds of 1897 that have 
win mare that, ten eacedat'darecd aint}, Handi 
cap after first day’s racing. One Mile, Entiance 
fee, yen 10. 


Mi. Yodo’s Matsushima, rsolb 





















































(Tsnbouchi) 1 








Mr, Russia’s Hermine, 130:bsisee( Horikoshi) 2 
MR. Field’s Tomboy, 143!bs (Riki) 3 
Mr. Guignol’s Chiyoda, 1261bs, (Katsu) 0 
Me, Worthington’s Dargat, 123! Hayashi) o 





Alter one breakaway and alittle delay a splendid 





slait was effected. Chiyoda made the pace and 
led for the first half mile with Matsushima aud 
Tomboy ext in order. At the Shakespeare 





Matsushima woiked into first place with Hermine 
close up. At the distance the latter challenged 
the leader, but failed to reach him, Matsushima 
passing the posta short length ahead, and Tomboy 
a poo third, ‘Time, 1.573. 

Part Mutuen, $5 Poul—Chiyoda 20, Dargai 
19, Matsushima "58, Hermine 43, Tomboy 27; 
total 167=$835—Matsushima $12.50. $2 Pool— 
Chiyoda 56, Da:gai 51, Matsushima 127, H. 
109, Tomboy 70, Field 1; total 414==$828—Mats 
shima $5 80. 


4.<The Laptes’ Purse, Presented. For all China 
. To be tidden by members of the Club 
visitors whose name must be sent to the Com- 
mittee before the meeting and approved by 
them; weight as per scale with slb. added. One 
Mile, Entrance fee, yen to. 
Mr. States's Oregon, r55lbs. (Mr. Pakenham) 1 
Mr. News's Eclaiveur, igslbs, (Mr Kingdon) 2 
Mr. R. Field's I (Mr, Michie) 3 
Ms. (Mr, Pearson) 0 
Mr. Guignol’s Torpedo, 152lbs....(Mr. Longin) 0 
+ Worthington’s Orion, 152ibs. 
(Mr. Nicholson) 0 
Nemo’s O, portuniste, W2lbs. (Mr. Andieis) o 
’s Kestrel, 152!bs, (Mr. Easton) 0 
+ Usuguino, 155Ibs....(Mr. Motta) 0 
4» Avis’s Tomtit, 149!bs... (Mr. Owen) o 
» Nishimura’s Nuitalea, 15stbs. 
(Me. Nishimura) o 


The large field of eleven ponies turned out for 
this race, which i Fded as ove of the 
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most interesting events of the meeting, A great 
deal of trouble was experienced in geting the 
ponies off, but at lasi, after about a quarter of an 
Nour had’ been lost, a fair start was effected. 
Kindar, Miyajima, and Torpedo made the van. 
ing for the first ile or so, but th 
place to Ovego! and Tomtit, 
the Straight Oregon led by a length of two and 
passed the post about two lengths in front of 
Eclaircie, who had come up with a tush at the dise 
tance, with Kindar third about three lengths be- 
hind,’ ‘Lime, 2.1335 


Part Mutuet, $2 Pool—Ovegon 143, Miya- 
jima 32, Torpedo 11, Orion 97, Opportuniste 21, 
Kestrel 13, Usuy 37. Tomit 17, Eclaivcur 
127, Kindae 20, Niitaka 14; total 532=$1,064— 
Oregon $6 70. 

















g.—The Manparin Piate, ist prize, yen 200; 
aids yen 50, for Subscription China Ponies of 
Anutun 


d Spring 1898 ; weight as per 
japan at date of entry 5!b. 





1897 


winners 





extra for each race won; winner of cace 1 first 
day sib. extra; of two races exclided. 
Entrance fee, yen 10. 
Mr. Deby’s Martingale, 153tbs. ...(Takahashi) 1 
M ca Tradesman, 144lbs....(Hattori) 2 
(Mr. Motta) 3 


3 Mile. 






"3 Doorak, 1441bs. 
Mr. Worthington's Tourist, T4glbs. 
Mr. Durand’s Romulus, 152!bs. 
» Nemo’s Pique-Assietie, 153108. 
sta’s Maidzuru, 144ibs.. 
Mr, Avis's Gander, 144!bs... 
Mr. E, Owen’s Dr, Jim, 152lbs. 

















Mai ale started a warm fav 
the lead from the start followed al 
and Rom fey 





man and Doorak ran inte second and thivd places 
respectively and passed the post in the same 
order, Martingale finishing about three quarters 
of a length aliead of ; 


Part Mutu, $5 Pool—Martingale 69, 
Zz Romulus 5, Pique Awiette 5. Maideurw 3 
Gander 6, Doorak §5, Tradesman 21, Dr, Jim 

6=$1,080—Martingale $14 00. $2 Pool 













ngale 1. st 24, Romulus 12, Pig: 
Assiette 10, Ni 47, Gander 13, Doarak 70, 
‘Tradesman go, Dr. Jim 21, Another lot 375 total 





411=§822—Martingale $5 40. 


6.—The Kanagawa Srakgs, Ist prize, yen 200; 
and, yen 50; for Conntty-breds that have never 
tyebred Champion or a New. 
market Plate; Subscription Maidens sib. allow- 
e} weight as per scale; winners on the first 
jay 71b, extra: of tworaces excluded. § Mile. 
Entrance fee, yen 10. 


Mr, Yodo's Saikio, 1371bs. 
Mi. Nemo’s Sasha, 142lbs. 
. Avis's Philomel, 130! 
Mr. Sphinx’s Mezurashi, 125 
Mr. Guignol’s Chiyoda, 130lbs. 


Saikio Sasha started warm favourites, After 
a poor start in which Mezurashi got left several 
lengths behind, the two favourites went to the 
front, and on entering the Straight were joined by 
Philo Alier a good :ace Saikio finished about 
alength aud half ahead of Sasha, with Philomel 
third about two lengths behind. The time w 
remarkably good, 103, Saikio thus beating h 
‘own previous record by 3 seconds, 

Pari Mutuet, $5 Pool—Mezuashi 11, Chiyoda 
6, Sacha 71, Satkiw go, Philomel 2; total 170 
$850—Suikio $o. $2 Pool—Mezinashl 18, Chiyo- 
dai, Sasha 84, Saikio 211, Philomel 11 ; total 
335=$670—Suikio $2.80 


7.—The Mancaurian Stakes, tst prize, yen 
200; 2nd, yen 50; fur all China Ponies; weight 
as pet scale; winner of vace 7 first day or race 
qsecond day 5b. extra; of two races excluded. 
Be Mile, Entrance fee, yen 10. 


r. Hyngo's yajima, 15g!bs. ...(‘Talahashi) 1 
s Mr, Darcy, agotbs, (Mr. Pearson) 2 





















Hakodate) 1 
(Let 






































1 Wor 





Mr, Guignol’s Torpedo, 147!b: 
Mr. Yodo’s Suma, 150lbs. 
Mr, Tatsuta’s Usugumo, 
Mr. H. M, Bevis’s Troubadour, 

1501 
Mr. Nis! 


Alter a capital start, Usugumo rushed to the 
front and for half a le led the field by five or 
six lengths, By the time the Shakespeare was 
reached, however, he was practically finished and 
Miyajina and Suma worked to the front, Iu the 
Straight Mr. Darcy came away into the front rank 
with Kuigon close up. [nan excellent finish 

a passed the post about half a length 
rigomi a le third. 










(Riki) © 


(Goto) 0 
(Hattori) o 

















Time, 2.35 





siti 





Pant Mu-tuet, $5 Pool—Miyajima 88, Tor pedo 
5, Kuigomi 20, Sums 4, Usuguno 2, Mi, Darcy 
14, Troubadom 2, Niitaka 3; total 148—$740— 
Miyajima $7,50. | $2 Pool—Mivajima 110, Tor 
pedo 3, Kingomi 33, Suma 13, Usugumo 21, Mr. 
Darey 19, Troubadour 6, Niitaka 5; total 210= 
$420—Miysjima $3.40. 


8. 








ne Cevestiat Stakes, 1st Prize, yen 200; 


1, yen 503 3rd, yen 25 j for Subscription Ch 

ies, non-winners in Japan at date of entry 
weight as per scale; winner of race § first day 
sib, extras of two taces excluded. 1} Mile. 
Entrance fee, yen 10. 











Mr, News's Belaivcie, rgotbs. 
States’ 


(Mr. Kingdon) 1 
Colorado, i4glbs. Sugiura) 2 
Mercury, Tsolbs. ...(Yasu) 3 
Mr. Nemo’s Royaliste, 156!bs. ......(Nakazumi) 0 
Me, Avis's Gander, 14qlbs. (Goto) u 


Eclaircie started a warm favourite, After a 
faisly good start. Mercury, Gander and Colorado 
ran neck and neck past the Grand Stand and 
until the Dip had been negociated. Just before 
the Shakespeare was reached Eclaircie pulled up 
to the front and with Colurado alongside led the 
field by a length, Inthe Straight Eclaircie drew 
away slightly trom Colorado and Mercury ran 
This order was maintained to 
je beating Colorado by three or 
Mercury a good third. Time, 





Mr. 























Pant Mutuat, $5 Pool—Colorado 71, Mercury 
16, Royaliste 21, Gander 9, Eclaircie 98, Field 23 
1,085—Eclaircie $10. $2 Poul—Colo- 
Mercury 34, Royaliste 62, Gander 20, 
Eclaircie 178, Field 1, total 387=$774—Eclaircie 
$3 90. 
g.-—The Suimosa Pxare, Ist prize, yen 150; 
and yen 50, for all Country-breds ; weight as per 
scale, maidens and von-winners at Autumn 

















Meeting 1897, allowed slb.; winners at this 
meeting of two taces extluded, 1} 
Mile, Entrance fee, 10 yen. 














Mr, States’s Idaho, 14olbs. 

Mr. Tatsuta’s Tatsuta, 1qzlbs. 

Mr, Worthington’s Traveller, 145ibs....(Yasu) * 
Mc. Nishimura’s Havakaze, t4olbs.(Takaliashi) 0 


Dead-heat. 


A lot of trouble was given by the fidgetty half. 
breeds at the start, but eventually, alter # consider- 
able delay, they were got away on fairly level 
terms, Idaho and ‘Traveller worked to the front 
ou after the start, but on tising from the Dip, 
Tatsuta took second place. entering the 
Straight Idaho had a good lead, which she ine 
creased just before passing the Stand and woi 
easily by four or five lengths, Tatsuta and T 
veller making a dead heat lor second place. 
3 | Time, 2.108. 

Part Mutuss, $5 Pool—Tatsuta 35, Haya- 
kaze 40, Idaho 78, Traveller 82 ; total 23 5 
—Idaho $13 50. $2 Pool—Tatsuta 64, Wivataze 
118, Idaho 99, Traveller 12651 407=$814— 
luaho $7.40. 



















Tarro Day.—Tuurspay, Apri 28TH. 
After such a glorious racing day as Wednes- 
the weather on Thursday came as a sad 
disappointment to all interested in the races, 
Up to noon there had been showers, with oc- 
casional glimpses of the sun, but after one 
o'clock a steady drizzle set in, with periodic 
heavier downpours of rain, Naturally the at- 
tendance was limited and there was litle en- 
joyment either for participants in the races or 
spectators, Iu spite of the unfavourable con 
ditions, however, some good sport was offered, 
and the mud larks had « good time on the 
sodden course, The first race of the day, the 
Cezarewitch, brought ont the biggest field of the 
meeting and was a very open event, Mr, 
Worthington, the owner of Kirigomi, the win- 
ner, was fortunate in securing four wins out of 
eight races during the day. ‘The results of the 
races were as follow :— 











1—The CezarewitcH, Ist prize, yen 300; 2nd, 
yen 100; 3rd yen 50, handicap for all China 
Por $ of yen 20 for all China 
Ponies entered at the meeting ; won starters half 
forleit; handicap after second day's racing. 1 
Mile. 







. Worthington’s Kirigo 
[Derby's Martingale, 15glbs.(Mr 
Me. Tytherleigh’s Kestrel, 135!bs. (Mr. 
Mr. Hyogo’s Mi a, 15gibs. ..(Takalashi) 
Me, Worthington’s Mercury, 134ibs.(Hayashi) 














Mr. Durand’s Romulus, 135tbs (Kubota) 
Mr. Tatsuta’s Usugumo, 142lbs. 













Mr, Carter’s Mr. Darcy, 145!bs. 
(Mr, Pakenha 
(Sui 





Me, Yodo’s Suma, 137/bs. 






















Mr, Avis’s Gander, 130lbs. v(Sugivia) 0 
Mr, Avis's Tomtit, 235!bs. (Goto) 0 
Mr. Russia’s Doorak, 1golbs, Horiuchi) o 
Mr. R. Field’s Kindar, 144lbs. ir. Michie) 0 
Mr. H. M, Bevis's Troubadow, 

Ibs. fatedisacess (Sato) o 
Mr. Nishimura’s Niitaka, ais. (Ichi) o 
Mr. Nishioura’s Tradesman, 144lbs...(Hattori) 0 





Me. E, Owen's Dr. Jim, 14olbs.... (Mr. Motu) 0 

‘The big field of seventeen ponies stripped for 
this race, and as might have been expected it was 
no easy task to get them away together, Alter 
three or four ties, however, a fairly good start 
was effected. Kirigomi and Mr. Darcy very soon 
assumed the lead, with the others in a bunch Irom a 
couple to five or six lengths behind, At the Trees 
twill Kisigomi on his 
1s and Kestrel third place. In the 
Saight Kirigomi challenged. Max tingale and 
alter a splendid race overhauled him opposite the 
Stand, winning by about a head, with Kestrel 
thied, about two lengths behind Martingale. Time, 
2.14}. 

Pari Mururt, $10 Pool—Martingale 4, Miyas 
jima 6, Mercury 0, Kitigomi 2, Romulus 0, Kes- 
trel 0, Usugumo 1, Mr. Darcy 2, Suma 0, Gander 
©, Tomtit 0, Doorak 2, Kinder 0, Troubadour 0, 
Niitaka 0, Tradesman 0, Dr, Jim'2, Field 4; total 
23=$253—Kir $103.00. $5 Pool—Marti 
vale 9, Miyajima 25, Mercury 2, Kivigomi 9, 
Romulus 3, Kesteel 1, Usugumo 7, Mr. Darcy 11, 
Sama 3, Gander 1, Tomtit 1, Doorale 6, Kindar 
§, Troubadour 1, Niitalea adesman 3, Dr. 
Jim 5, Field 1; total 96=$480—Kirigomi $48.00. 


2.—The Prix pes HARAs, Ist prize, yen 250; 
and, yen 50; a Handicap for all Country-breds ; 
a forced entry of 20 for all country-breds 

at the meeting ; ershalf forfeit ; 

Handicap alter second day’s racing, 1 Mile, 











































Mr. Avis’s Philowel, 1igibs. 





ly four out of seventeen entrants turned out 
race, Tatsuta and Tambour Major appear- 
ing to be about equal favourites. A capital start 
was effected without difficully and after sunning 
evenly for the first quaster mile Tambour Major 
went to the front with Tatsuta next in order, the 
other two lengths behind, Between the Shakes- 
peare and the Trees Tatsuta come up pretty well 
on the leader, but in the run home Tambour Major 
shook her off and passed the post with three 
lengths to the good; Rigi a poor third and 
Philomel bringing up the rear. Time, 1,55}. 
Part Murtugt, $10 Pool—Tambour Major 14, 
‘Tatsuta 19, Philomel 3, Rigi 2; total 38=$418— 
Tambour Major $24.00. $5 Pool — Tambour 
Major 48, Tatsuta 59, Puilomel 6, Rigi 6; total 
119=$495—Tambour Major $11.00. 

















3—The Cutna Susscrirtion Consozation, 
Value, yen 150; a Consolation. Race for Sub- 
scription Chinn’ Ponies, winners in Japa 
at date of entry, tha ed and not won 
a race at the tecling} weight ‘ax per scale, 
Mile. Entrance fee, yen 5. 










» Worthington’s Tourist, 144!bs. .(Yasu) 1 
Russia’s Cozack, 147lbs. tkoshi) 2 
| Avis's Gander, 14glbs, (Goto) 3 





. State's Colorado, 144lbs, Sugiura) o 














Mr, Sphinx’s Misliton, 150lbs (Takahashi) o 
Mr. Nemo’s Pique-Assiette, 153lbs.......(Ichi) 0 
Me. Nemo’s Royaliste, 156!b (Nakazumi) 0 





Mr, Tatsuta’s Maidzuru, 144!b: (Riki) o 

After several attempts a very lively start was 
made, and the horses rau ina cluster till after 
ascending the Dip, when Gander and Tourist came 
away ftom the field, At the Trees Colorado came 
and nearly collared the leaders, but on entering 
the straight Cozack came with a tush aud passed 
Gander, but failed to reach ‘Tos ist who passed 
the post about a length ahead. ‘Time, 1.403. 


Part Murvat, $10 Pool—Colorado 5, Mirliton 
1, Tow ist 14, Pique Assiette 3, Royaliste 2, Mai 
ziwu o, Gander 2, Cozack 6, Field 13 total 43= 























$473—Vourist $27.00. $5 Pool—Calorado 20, 
Mirliton 8, Tourist 53, P.que Assiette 9, Royaliste 
4, Moizun 34, Gander 8, Cozack 21, Field 15 


total 158=$790—Tourist $13 00. 


4—The Cutna Cuampion, prize value, yen 300 
a Champion Race for all China Ponies nace 
entry for winners at the meetilig ; for wi 
of one race yen 10; of two races yen 20, 
more than two taces yen 40. Optional t@ 
beaten ponies at an entrauce fee of yen 25} 
g-aypight as per scale, 1} Mile, 
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Mr. State’s Oregon, 1golbs. (Mr. Packeuham) 
Mr. Detby’s Martingale, 15glbs....(Mr. Motu 
Mr. Carter’s Mr. Datcy, t501Ds. sssssesesea(Ichi) 
Mr, News's Eclaircie, 15olbs. ...(M, Kingdon) 
Mr. News's Eclairenr, 1golbs. .. (Riki) 
Mr. Nishimura’s Niitaka, 153lbs.......(Hattori) 
Mr. Hyogo’s Miyajima 15gibs. Tatahashi) 
Mr, Worthington’s Kirigomi, 147Ibs. ...(Yasu) 
Mr, Worthington’s Orion, 14glbs. 
(Me. Nicholson) 0 
After a fair start the field of nine ran on very 
even terms for wearly the mile, Between the 
Trees and the Straight Martingale led, with Mr, 
Darcy in second place, In the Straight Oregon, 
who had been going well within himself a little be- 
hind the leaders, came to the front with a good 
spurt and passing Mr. Darcy and Maitingale, 
won a good race by half a length, two lengths 
yeparating second and third, ‘Time, 2.54;%5- 
Part Murunc, $10 Pool—O:egon 18, Marti 
gale 2, Eclairew 5, Miyajima 2, Eclaircie 8, Kir 
gomi I, Niitaka o, Mr, Darcy 4, Orion 4, Field 














1 
2 
3 
° 
° 
° 
° 
° 














total 45—$495—Oregon $22 00. $5 Pool—Oregon 
81, Martingale 8, Eclaireur 34, Miyajima 16, 
Eclaircie 47, Kisigomi 7, Niitaka 4, Mr. Darcy 
8, Orion 21; total 226=$330—Ovegon $12 50. 


5.—The Matpens’ Consozation, prize value, 
yen 150; # Consolation Race for Country- 
breds, Maidens at date of entry, and Subscrip- 
tion Countsy-breds of 1897, that have mat won 
more than two races at date of entry, and have 

Started and wot won a race at the meeting; 

weight as per scale, ? Mile, Entrance fee, 

yen 5. 

Mr, Russia’s Hermine, rgolbs. 
Mr, Sphinx’s Mezurashi, 1golbs. 
Mr, Worthington’s Dargai, 13glbs. 
Mr. Guiguol’s Chiyoda, 13olbs. 

After a very poor start Mezuashi and Chiyoda 
took the lead and san neck and neck to the 
Shakespeare, wien Chiyoda fell behind and Her- 
mine joined Mezurashi. In the distance Hermine 
came with a rush and took the lead, winning 
easily by three lengths or so from Mezurashi, 
while Dargai finished third about two lengths 
behind the latter. Time, 1.32. 

Part MurueL, $10 Pool—Medzurashi 4, Chi- 
yoda 6, Dargai 2, Hermine 18; total 30-=$3 
Hermine $14. $2 Pool—Medzm ashi 20, Chiyoda 
20, Dargai 26, Hermine 93; total 169=$845— 
Hermine $8.00. a 


6.—The Country prep CHAMpton, prize value, 
yen 300, a Champion Race for all Country-breds, 
a forced entry for winners at the meeting, for 
winners of one race yen 10, of two races yen 20; 
and more than two taces yen 40, optional to 
beaten horses at an entrance fee of yen 25, 
weight as per scale, 1} Mile, 
Mr. State's Idaho, 14otbs. o« (Sugiura) 1 
Mr. Worthington’s Tambour Major, 135!bs, 
(Hayashi) 2 
a’s Hayakaze, 14olbs,(Takaliashi) 3 
































Mr. Nishi 
Mr, 






After a good level start Idaho and Sasha come 
to the front and so passed the stand the first 
time; after going down the Dip and up the bill 
Idaho drew away and at the Shakespeare led by 
three or four lengths, Hayakaze taking second 
place, In the sun home [daho kept his lead aud 
‘Vambour Major displaced Hayakaze for second 
place. The post was passed in this order, Idaho 
winning easily by three lengths, with about two 
lengths between second and third, ‘Time, 1 4235 

Pant Murunt, $10 Pool—Tavelle:16, Sasha 6, 
Idaho 15, Tambo Major 2, 
43=$430—Idaho $25. $5 Pool 76, 
Sasha 30, Idaho 89, Tombour Major 11, Haya 
kaze 17; total 223=$1,115—Idaho Sir. 














= 





e—The Cuiwa Sorack, ast prize, yen 150; 
2nd, yen 50, a Consolation Race for all China 
Ponies that have starte not wou a tace at 













the meeting, weight as per scale. } Mile, En. 
trance fee, yen 5. 
Mr. Worthington's Orion, 1471bs. wee (Vasu) 1 
Me. R. Bield’s Kindar, taqbs. Sugiura) 2 
Me. ‘Tatsuta’s Maidzuru, igqlbs, Hattori) 3 








Me. Guignsl’s Torpedo, 147lbs. Mivajima) 0 
Mr. Durand’s Romulus, 1471bs..0.......(Kubota) 0 
Mr, Nemo's Oppoctuniste, 150lbs. (Nakayama) 0 
















Mr, Tytherleigh’s Kestrel, 147!bs. (Mi. Eyton) 0 
Mr, Tatsuta’s Usuguma, 150ib (Riki) 0 
Me, Yodo's Suma, 15olbs. «4 -(Tsubouct) 0 
Mr. Avis’s Tomtit, 144'bs. (Mr. Moti) © 
Mr. Russia's Cozack, 147/bs. Horikoshi) o 





Mr. Nishimura’s Niitaka, rgolbs,..(Takahashi) o 
Mr. Owen's De. Jim, 14zibs.... (Mr. Kingdom) 0 








This event brought out another big field, four 
teen ponies facing the starter, who had considera 
ble difficulty in getting them’ away on fair terms, 


igiti 





At last however the flag dropped to a good start. 
Kestrel, Kindar, and Opportuniste appeared to 
be making the ‘unulug from the start, and by 
peare was reacled the field 
was well strung oul in pairs and singles, Coming 
down the Straight the field got together again and 
it appeared to be a very open event, but 
before the Stand Orion came away with Kindar 
on his quarters and won cleverly by about half a 
length, with Maidzoru a length behind Kindar 
for thitd place. Time, 1.425 

Part Mururt, $10 Pool—Colorada 1, ‘Torpedo 
0, Orion 7, Romulus 0, Opportuniste o, Kestrel 2, 
Maidanu 1, Usugumoz, Suma tz, ‘Tomtit 0, Co- 
zack 3, tg, Niitaka 2, Dr. Jun tr, Field 4; 
total 37=$370—Or ion $47. $5 Powl—Colorada 7, 
Torpedo 3, Oiion 45, Romulus 4, Opportuniste 2, 
Kestrel 21, Maidzuvu 2, Usugumo to, Suma_2, 
Tomtit 3, Cozack 13, Kindar 80, Niitaka 7, Dc 
Jim 17, Field 1 ; total 217=$1,085—O.egon $21.50. 

































8—The CountRy-Bruv Consonarion, prize 
value, yen 150; a Consolation Race for all 
Country-breds that have started and not won a 
race al the meeting ; weight as per scale. 1} 
Mile, Entrance fee, yen 5. 

Mr, Tatsuta’s Tatsuta, rg2lbs. (Riki) 1 

Mc. Nishinura’s Hayakaze, 140! fahashi) 2 

Mr. Avis's Philomel, 1golbs. . (Sugiura) 3 

Mr. Norfolk’s Rigi, ‘14olbs. (Goto) 0 






After a capital start, Rig! ‘atsuta took the 
lead and ran fairly level until the Houses, where 
Rigi was finished and dropped behind, while Ta- 
tsuta increased his lead to about ten lengths, the 
others following in procession, Haynzake bei 
second and Philomel third. he finish was in the 
same order, Talsuta cantering in about half a 
dozen lengths ahead of Hayakaze, Time 2.173. 


Pari Murust, $10 Pool—Tatsuta 23, Philomel 
2, Rigi 4, Hayakaze 15; total 44=$440—Tatsuta 
$17. $5 Pool—Tatsuta 106, Pisiomel 13, Rigi 15, 
Hayakaze 4g; total 183=$915—Tatsuta $7 50. 














THE TEA MERCHANTS GUILD. 
ge 

On Wednesday evening the Tea Traders’ 
Guild of Yokohama held their annual social 
entertainment atthe Chitose restaurant, to which 
a number of the foreign merchants in Yokohama 
interested in the business were invited. In the 
course of the proceedings Mr. Otani Kahei, 
President of the Guild, delivered the following 
address :— 

Ganriemun .—I feel very much honoured with 
at this gathering, which gives us 
of coming into even closer relation= 
ship at this juncture when the opening of the tea 
season of the year is close at hand, 
behalf of the members of the Tea Guild of 
Yokohama, thank you for thi 
the same time, [beg your permission to avail my- 
self of this opportunity of making some remarks 
which, in our opinion, bear with much import. 
ance upow the tea trade. I wish to call your 
attention to the present movement of the fare 



























nese tea merchants, stimulated by the 
Laws prohibiting the importation of unwholee 
some tea, instituted and put into effect during last 





year, and also by the raising of the standard 
sample” to a quality superior to that of the 
former, As you are aware, gentlemen, of the tea 
exported from Kobe and Yokohama during last 
year, the amount rejected at American ports as 
unqualified for importation reached the large 
quantity of some 2,000 packages. If, indeed, so 
ieal an amount of tea meets with the disapproval 
of the States inspectors during this year as in the 
last, not only will the reputation of Japan tea in 
the estimation of the tea purchasers of the United 
States be defamed, but the demand for ow tea in 
Canada might also suffer # serious decrease. 
If such « state of affairs should transpire, it 
will not only be a misfortune to the Japanese mere 
chants, but, | fear, also to your good selves. 
In view of preventing this, the Central Tea 
Trades’ Association held ordinary and extra 
ordinary meetings, and discussed the question of 
establishing Tea Inepection Offices at Yokohama, 
Kobe, and Nagasaki, lo exercise strict supervision 
against the exportation of poor quality tea. It 
was hoped to put this into pra from this year, 
but owing to out inability to prepare for the esta: 
Dishment of these offices, with the tea season so 
pear at hand, we have decided to postpone the 
execution of the scheme watil next year, 

But if we direct our attention to the feeling of 
the tea consuming public in the United Stat 
Canada, we see a visible mack of its inclination 
to reject poor tea; aud, as alveady referied to, 
the United States Government raised the quantity 






























Google 


of the standard sample’ to a superior grade, 
Therefore, it behoves us that we tea dealers, 
whether native or foreign, who are engaged in the 
direct exportation of tea, should pay every care 
to the quality of tea we export. At present a 
fear and uncertainty is entertained by us all 
whether or not any tea of the giade lower than 













good medium, however much care may be 
taken in the’ selection of quality, might be 
fejected by the U.S. inspectors after asrival ut 
the other side of the Pacific, It is indeed to do 


away with this uncertainty that we eainestly de- 
sire that a thorough inspection of tea may be made 
at the ports of exportation, so that the American 
and Ganadian purchasers may rest assured that 
all Japan tea is sound and teliable in qu 














that we may be able to feel no fear of 
at the port of importation, 

But I consider that the urgent need of the 
present time is to inform the producers of the 

di of the tea market in the con- 
ries, to nege them to produce a 
better quality of tea, and in general, to da 
away with former malpractices, To this end, I 
visited the tea districts and personally interviewed 
the producers on the subject, and to my great 
satisfaction, 1 received their concurrence with my 
nn. Ttrust the tea of this year will show 
provement, as the native meichants of Yokos 
hama will exercise strict control against the ex- 
portation of poor tea, and it is our sincere hope 
that you will be also good enough to exercise 
strict supervision in order to check the marketing 
of poor tea 

You have always been and are now directly 
endeavoring to win a good reputation for Japan 
tea, and to increase the demand for it, For this, 
we have always been thankful. The measures we 
have been taking in the United States and 
Canada for the extension of the tea market 
under the protection of the Government, were 
only designed to retain public confidence in Japan 
tea and nothing further, and the advantage 
that may accrue will result in direct benefit to 
yourselves as well as to us. 

In short, any foreign merchant who exports a 
good quality of tea only, and thereby increases 
the demand for Japan tea is our benefactor, but 
any native who exports poor grade tea aiming 
only ata chance of obtaining temporary gain, is 
our enemy. 

It is our sincere and earnest hope that you will 
thoroughly understand our desite in this matter, 
and that i future we may, hand in hand, exert 
our united efforts for the prosperity of our t 
trade, 

T thank you again for the honour you confer 
upon us by your presence and wish for the 
prosperity and good health of all of you. 


















































CORRESPONDENCE. 


> 


“*POLICY' CHRISTIANS.” 





To tae Epitor ov Tar “Japan Matt,” 

Dear Sir,—In you 
“X" delivers himself on the Doshisha. 
has told us ‘spank-doodle” all about 
“Observer” did before him, 
to have taken his copy from his pi 
has perfectly ill policy.” He has 
written one column in order apparently to make it 
appear that his concluding parageaph of stale 
venom was quite a natural and logical observae 
tion, These two nameless champions of da:kuess 
would be reminded by their own conduct of a 
very ancient Bible story if they were at all ace 
quainted wi Book, Iv was indeed a vain 
hope that Christianity entertained if it hoped 
that its enuance into Japan would be attend- 
ed by a feast as merry us Job's childien made, 
but minus the presence of the devil. Where 
ever the gospel lias gone, there also have gone 
just such characters "as are being exemplified 
by Messis. “X Rays” and “ Observer. hey 
come like Satan, to and fv, up and down the 
earth ; at times like buzzards flopping down upon 
filthy carrion, they take up anew the thread of 
their almost but futed task. They do 
the sense of that humble American bied 
most healihful pose. Vet few indeed would 
telish that call ‘These wanderers who have 
found their way tothe East, and who seem to feast 
with delight on every sin among professed Cliis- 
tians, come of a class most generally either ren 
egade from the Christian profession or which has 
become great violators of Christian morals, Such 
often turn infidel and would fain glitter in the 
“X Rays” of pomposity and “ Agnosticism,” 

But we are told by this “unkn 





weekly issue of the 16. 
And he 
just hike 
fact he seems 
edecessor ; and 






















































re told own quanti 
that the U.S, banished the Bible from her school: 
and that Japan istreading inthe same path in 
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hing all religions from her schools. This is not 
true of the U.S. in any sense of the term, 
localities where Roman Catholicism is powerful, 
and has got the upper hand, the public reading of 
the Bible has been removed. This is the pure work 
of the Papacy, done to build up that system of 
ignorance and the destruction of liberty and 
enlightenment. But even here the books taught 
are saturated with the Chi doctrines, au 
jot be correctly said that the Bible has been 
the U.S. Schools. ‘The Schools are 
luly Christian, It is absolutely preposterous to 
think of a school without a moral basis; and 
equally preposterous to think of a moral basis 
without a basis. We should like 
“X Rays" to i 
us a few examples to ¢ A 
Not only does religion permeate the whole 
educational system of the U.S., but throughout, 
the Bible is publicly permitted to be read. 
I have attended three State universities in 
as many States, and the Bible was read publicly 
by the president of each. Moreover, instead 
of the U.S. ignoring teligion, she gives the 
strongest encouragement to all (with one excep 




































Mormonism, I think), by permitting deno- 
tional bodies to establish Biblical chairs 
The US. 
are better 






y 1 enterprises which 
these bodies may con Thousands of dollars 
are granted each year to denominational educa: 
tional work. And if Buddhism should ever plant 
an educational the U.S, [have not 
the least doubt 

Ja 
treading in the path of the U.S. 

Thave not the least doubt that the Educational 
Department has adopted its present course with a 
view of avoiding seeming partiality in matiers 
us. But in so doing, the Department goes just 
to the course of the U.S.; for the latter 
recognizes the educational work of all denomina- 
» TL emphatically say that the Department 
ot maintain its present position as the s; 
cf csilightaceat and freedom of thought advances, 
S se would not be tolerated for a moment 
Tt would not seem at all just to favour 
Z men wha obtain their moral and reli 
training al one place above those who obtain it at 
another place. is this not practically what 
the present Regulations do? observations of 
“X" here are ulterly worthless, Iu fact, even if he 
had the ability totouch the subject, he did not intend 
to do so; since his conclu sole 
object. Taketwo schools. Que givesreligions ine 
struction to its students, who ate, however, perlect- 
ly free to accept or reject it. The other school 
omits such but may encourage its 
students tothe very strictest religious observance 
out of school, Neither school costs the Govern. 
ment a rin, They do the same kind of secular 
educational work, And the students are turned 
out with the very same kind of education, 
the one obtained his religious knowledge ii 
the school, while the other obtained it 
Now, sir, if, the Depariment, by gr 
favor to the students of the former school, 
becomes an upholder of the religious doctrines 
they have been taught, why would it not 
latter measure become an up- 
i ines the latter students 
have learned, though not within school hours? The 
ULS. by no means considers a favor granted to 
a school as equivalent to upholding its religion, 
The only difference in the case of Japanese 
schiooly is that the Department favors a sirdent 
with ar ye education if the religious part 

obiained in school, To say that the 
ment would become an upholder of areli- 
gion tanght in a school if it” should grant 
4 favor to said school would be the same as saying 
that it becomes the upholder of each stu 
igi any school to which a favor is granted, 

on of the Department is untenable, and 
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I prophesy that it will soon be changed, 

¢ this phase of the question seems to 
beyond the logical sounding of Mr, 
nid has {som the first been a one-sided 
we pass on to the remarkable discove. 
He has dis- 


4 , 
ties this * brstdiant dight” Was made. 
covered “Ch ‘and “ Chris! 
ous-fad Ch 










Doshisha Christi 
elect- withaut-| honon sOtect 
testify Che 
Probably it was too much to be 





ti 
hoped for that 
the darkness, 





However, this 
c he knows all about it, just like 
vev'(h, and we must consider his iivest 


scovery he has not made. 
Obser. 
ations a: 








in her educational policy is by no means | 
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the ne plus ultra of the matter, There are no 
genuine Christians! This 1s the conclusion, after 
“X Rays” has turned on his light. ‘There is ab 
solutely no use to debate the question setiously 
when science has testified, 


‘That the management of a great institution has 
fallen into great sin is no reason at all for suppos 
ing that all Christians are no better. Such logic 
is no credit to the mental perception of the logi« 
cian, And to asperse the character of Mr. Ni- 
shima, who is now dead and gone and cannot 
return to defend himself, is malignant and grossly 
diabolical. 


Finally Mr. “X Rays” tells us that a high stan 
daid of morality can be attained without the fetish 
of any tel We infer from the context that 
he means that celigion, and especially Christia 

y, is unnecessary to the highest moral develop- 

nt, This we emphatically deny, and challenge 
im to prove his assertion or step down and out. 
We do tiot care to mince maiters, and expect to 
stand square to the wind against the poisonous 
blasts of infidelity seeking patronage 
country, It is our business to show our fellow 
men in Japan what a rickety raft they embark 
upon when they board the ship of infidelity and 
agnosticism. T should think the experiment of 
France ought to give every infidel the blues even 
yet when he thinks about it. Probably it does. 

Very truly, E, SNODGRASS, 

Tokyo, April 22nd, 1898. 
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RUSSIA, CHINA, AND FAPAN. 
ee 

‘The following transl give 

of a remarkable article by the well 

writer “Sigma” which appeared 

Vremya recently : : 

“The invasion of China by the Japanese, for 
which they had long been making preparations, 
was hastened by the ukase of the late Emperor of 
the 19th of May, 1891, regarding the construction 
of the Siberian Railway, One of the most highly 
thought of public men in Russia, a man of con- 
siderable polilical experience, gave utterance in 
1895 to these words :—Following as far as 
the Japanese 
not been for the Siberian Railway, Japan would 
not have been in a hurry to commence the late 
war, which was above all an attempt on her part 
to wake up dormant China and Korea, and, by 
painting out to them clearly the threat 
eof the future, to join hands with them 
eel each and every 
se uf them was endangered. However much 
Japan may have developed her own strength and 
resources, that strength by itself would uaturally 
be far inferior to what it would be wee she in 
close alliance with un awakened China and Ko- 
rea, However, the atempt of impatient Japan 
did no succeed. nseasoned young strength 
did not suffice; China and Korea showed them- 
selves wholly unprepared for it; and, what is 
more important still, France and G-imany came 
to the support of Russia, The present Japanese 
Government wisely withdrew from the most 
portant ts of her victories, the foothold she 
had acquired on the Asiatic mainland, [tis but 
toa clear that had only Japan become a continental 
Power of Asia she could have spread her wings 
widely ovet China and Korea. But Japan, having 
lost the basis for a futwe alliance of the whole 
yellow ace, now enjoys an opportunity of carry- 

the: struggle by substituting for Asiatic 
¢ European Powers—above all, England 
—whose interests suffer fram the Siberian Rail- 
way. Now, if Japan is striving to arouse the 
whole yellow race, Russia can at the same time 
play her old historic part: that is, of pacifying 
that race from the West, where in days of yore we 
pushed back from the hea:t of our kingdom the 
bordes of Poloutzi, Petcheniegi (Turkish Mongo- 
tian races), and of Tartais. Our action at Chifu 
and the Russo-Chinese loan are but a continuation 
of the policy of peaceful subjugation of those 
ions of the yellow race who inhabit the huge 
tract of country between the Volga and the Pacific, 
whose blood, besides, flows in our veins, There 
is no political sentimentality in this, 

"We do not live in the East by virtue of our 
Pacific Squadron, or of our diplomatists, or in the 
persons of the directors of the Russo-Chinese 
Bank. No3 we live there by virtue of the great- 
néss of the Russian name and the spirit of our 





by the Globe 
wo Russia 
in the Novoe 


















































































them in the day of need, 
us with Europeans, 

“The London Globe publishes articles on ‘ How 
to Checkmate Russia,’ which it advocates the 
immediate seizuce of the peninsula of Port Arthur, 
or the demand that our future railway shall not 
approach nearer than 50 miles of it, and that 
China should not be allowed to hand. th 
over to any other Power. ‘The these 
ticles, whose profound knowledge of his subject 
is only equalled by his deep antipathy to Russia, 
advises England to take Victoria Bay, one of the 
bays of the wide Talien-wan Gulf, in which some 
of the British fleet and its transports were anchored 
in 1860, saying that by its seizure a heavy blow 
will be dealt to Russian aims in the East. I bring 
this forward to show the feeling of the hour, 

“Prince Konoi, the President of the Japanese 
House of Peers, writes an article in one of the 
Japanese papers, in which he urges an alliance bee 
iween China and Japan, so as to form an opposing 
force to the pretensions of European Powers 
the East, Contemporary diplo 
tions, says the Prince, may result in combinations 
liable to obscure the main issue [for the present, 
but they are only the details of a great struggle 
which is going on between the white and yellow 
races, in which the Chinese and Japanese must in- 
evitably stand side by side. Opeans do nat 
look upon the yellow race in the same way as they 
do on the African and savage races, Their con- 
tempt for them is mixed with fear. The Prince 
advises his countrymen, especially thase living 
Cl ot to follow the bad example of Europe: 
d openly show their contempt for the 
nese, He deplores the more than foolish re« 
joicing of the Japanese at the fate of China. He 
advises them to be friendly to the Chinese, and 
especially to 1emove from them any feelings of 
envy and suspicion. 


They do not confound 




























































LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 
(enon sae fara Tine) 


THE WAR. 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS RUPTURED ON 
BOTH SIDES. 
ENGLAND ADHERES TO THE TREATY 
OF PARIS. 
NOT NECESSARILY CONTRABAND 
OF WAR. 
HOSTILITIES REPORTED AS “COMMENCED.” 
London, April 22. 
The Spanish Minister has left Wash- 
ington. The American Ultimatum has 
reached Madrid, and Spain immediately 
broke off diplomatic relations, and the 
American Minister left Madrid. Hostili- 
ties have commenced. Mr. Balfour has 
notified the belligerent parties of Eng- 
land’s adhesion to the principles of the 
Treaty of Paris, and that Britain cannot 
lay down the principle that coal consti- 
tutes contraband of war. It, he said, may 
frequently be so, but not necessarily. 


[The above telegram having been received by us 
somewhat ambiguously worded, our rendering 
of it was given only alter considerable hesita 
tion, especially in regard to the point of the 
actual outbreak of hostilities, which was not 
quite clear.—Eb. F. 7. 


TROOPS TO SUPPORT THE ELEET. 
London, April 23. 

A squadron has left Key West for 
Havana, which is to be bloekaded. As 
soon as the troops have been concentrat- 
ed, they will be despatched to co-operate 
with the warships. 

A telegram dated New York, April 23rd 
a.m. and received by the Mitsui Bussan 
Kaisha the same afternoon, states that 
hostilities have commenced at Cuba, a 
Spanish merchantman has been seized, 
and Havana blockaded. 

HAVANA BLOCKADE ESTABLISHED. 
CAPTURE QF MERCHANTMEN ON BOTH 
SIDES. 

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND VOLUNTEERS 


COAL 




















policy. The Chinese know that TchengiseKhan 
held an honorary rank under a Russian Czar, and 
that he co led Russian troops, the same as 
Prince Napoleon does tc-day, They know that 

of the conquerors of Russia will be 
servants of the Russian people, and they trust to 
our merchants, our consuls, and our officers to help 
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CALLED OUT IN AMERICA. 
AMERICAN HARBOURS TO BE MINED. 
GREAT RISE OF WHEAT IN ENGLAND. 

London, April 25. 
The blockade of Havana has been 











464 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL, 


[April 30, 1898. 








established. The cruiser Nashville has 
captured the Spanish merchant steamer 
Buenaventura, also the Pedro. The Spani- 
ards have captured the wheat-laden ship 
Shenandoah bound for Antwerp. President 
McKinley has called out 100,000 volun- 
teers. The utmost secrecy is maintained 
regarding the movements of the Spanish 
squadrons ; meanwhile Spain is still hesi- 
tating about renouncing _ privateering. 
President McKinley repudiates all inten- 
tion to annex Cuba. Admiral Sampson is 
in command of the blockading squadron. 
Orders have been issued to mine American 
harbours, The war is causing a great 
rise in the price of wheat in England. 


SPAIN STICKS TO PRIVATEERING. 
THIRTY DAYS’ GRACE TO AMERICAN SHIPS. 
London, April 26. 

Spain reserves the right of resorting to 
privateering. Meanwhile she is confining 
herself to organising auxiliary cruisers, 
and gives American ships 30 days to clear 
Spanish ports. 

CONGRESS RECOGNIZES STATE OF WAR 
SINCE APRIL 21. 

President McKinley in a message to 
Congress asked for a joint Resolution 
declaring that a state of war exists since 
the 21st inclusive. ‘This resolution has 
passed in both Houses. 

MOVEMENTS OF THE SPANISH SQUADRON. 

The Spanish Squadron still remains at 
St. Vincent, but will probably sail to- 
morrow. 


AMERICANS CAPTURE RICH BOOTY. 
The Americans have captured the 
Miguel Fose, \aden with valuable cargo, 
also the Catalina, Saturnin, and various 
smaller craft, 
BRITAIN’S NEUTRALITY. 
London, April 27. 
The British declaration of neutrality 
has been published in the London Gazette. 
The Governments of India and the Colo- 
nies are also instructed to enforce its 
stipulations, 


AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS CALLED OUT. 

The Washington Government has sum- 
moned the different States to furnish their 
quotas of volunteers. 


PROTRACTED CAMPAIGN PROBABLE, 

It appears certain that no large body 
of troops will be sent to Cuba for several 
months, partly owing to the lack of equip- 
ment, and partly because of the approach- 
ing fever season. 

ENGLAND'S REVENUE. 
SURPLUS OF NEARLY FOUR MIL- 
LION STERLING 
REDUCTION OF TAXATION. 

; London, April 23. 
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, in submitting 
the Budget, stated in the House of Com. 
mons, that the surplus of the past year 
amounts to £3,678,000. As a result the 
tax on incomes ranging between £400,000 
and £700,000 (?) is to be abated, and the 
Tobacco duty is to be reduced to sixpence 
Per pound, but there is no reduction in 

cigars. 
BRITAIN, RUSSIA, AND PORT 
ARTHUR. 
ACUTE CRISIS, 
The Blue Book on the China despatches 


testifies to the extreme acuteness of the 
conflict between Great Britain and Russia 


regarding Port Arthur, é 


J 





(Received by the Fii.) 
KWON CHAI HYONG AND VUN CHONGKU. 
Séul, April 23. 

Mr. Kpén chai hyong, Vice-Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce, and Mr. Yun 
chéngku, Vice-Minister of the Imperial 
Household, have been appointed Acting 
Ministers. 

YE TO CHAI. 
Séul, April 25. 

Mr. Ye To Chai has been appointed 
Minister of Agriculture, Commerce, and 
Industry. 

CHINA AGREES TO JAPAN’S WISHES. 

Peking, April 26. 

As the result of the negotiations bet- 
ween our Minister Yano and the Chinese 
Government, the latter has pledged her- 
self not to cede the province of Fuh-Kien 
to any other Power. 

Later, 

In compliance with Minister Yano's 
representations the Imperial Chinese Go- 
vernment has agreed to the following 
stipulations : 

That when Japanese subjects enter into 
mining industry in the interior of China, 
in partnership with Chinese, China shall 
extend to the former all the rights and 
privileges granted lo the subjects of other 
foreign powers. 

That in the event of abadcropin Japan, 
China shall suspend the law prohibiting 
the export of rice, and grant facilities for 
the importation of the cereal into Japan. 

POK CHONG YANG. 
Soul, April 26. 

Mr. Pok Ching Yang has been appoint- 
ed Minister of Home Affairs. 

YON YUNG-SON. 
Séul, April 26. 

Mr. Yun Yong-sén was appointed Mini- 
ster President of State to-day. 

AMERICAN NAVAL MOVEMENT. 
Hongkong, April 28. 

The U.S. Asiatic squadron, which had 
assembled in Mirs Bay, left there for 
Manila yesterday afternoon. ‘The object 
of the departure is to secure the safely of 
American merchantmen by capturing the 
Spanish warships in the vicinity of the 
Philippine Islands. 








(Srectan Tetecram to THe “Japan Mai”) 





Kobe, 22nd Apuil, 4.29 p.m 

A Kobe firm hus received this cable : Minister 

at Madrid handed passporis: American gun- 
boats ordered to Cuba, 

SATURDAY'S EARTHQUAKE. 
Hakodate, April 23. 
A severe, prolonged earthquake occurred here 
at 8 45 this morning, 











(Feo roe ) 
COMMODORE DEWEY'S SQUADRON. 
Shanghai, 3 47 p.m., April 26th, 
The American Squadron is at anchor in 
Mus Buy. 


SANYO RAILWAY CO, 
. Kobe, April 23. 
The Sanyo Railway Company to-day held a 
general meeting and decided to declare a divi- 
dend of 8 per cent. per annum, and to increase 
the capital by six million yen. 


THE SANGU RAILWAY CO, 
Tau (Ine), April 24. 
The general meeting of the Sanga Railway 
Co. was held to-day, when a dividend at the rate 


of 12 per cent. per annum was declared. 
SUICIDE OF AN OFFICIAL. 


Yamanashi, April 25. 
Mr. Kazumado Naoshige, an officer of the 
Yamanashi Kencho, committed suicide yester- 








day. The cause is not yet known, 
THE STANDING SQUADRON. 
Kobe, April 25. 
The ding squadron, consisting of seven 


vessels, will leave here on the 28th instant for 


Kure. 
PLAGUE IN TAIPEH. 
Taipeh, April 25. 
The plague is now very prevalent here and 
the official residences are all unoccupied, 
A PRECAUTION. 
; Oida, April 25. 
Three torpedo boats have arrived here to 
protect the Bay in case it should be necessary, 


SHOOTING ACCIDENT, 
Osaka, April 26. 
Yesterday a soldier named Shiwoya of the 
37th Regiment accidentally shot another sold- 
ter, named Miike, of the same regiment. 


KOREAN MINISTRY. 
Soul, April 26. 
Mr. Yen Zo Yen has been appointed » Coun- 
cillor, 


SEVERE STORM AND LOSS OF LIFE. 
Mito, April 22, 
In a severe gale which recently occurred on 
the coast a fishing bout foundered off Kajima- 
ura and five fishermen were drowned. 


: Awamori, April 28, 
Ou the 22nd inst., a storm arose on the 
Coast of Iwasaki, in Nishitsugaru. Many fishing 
boats were wrecked and three men were,drown- 
ed. The steamer Xwaiyo Maru was dismasied 
in the same storm, 




















This morning fire broke out in the village of 
Kuwa, and 43 houses were burnt to the ground 
and two persons badly injured, 


INSURANCE OFFICES AND THE WAR. 
Osaka, April 28. 
All the Marine Insurance Companies of 


this city have concelled their contracts for ine 
surance of vessels and cargo for Manila, 








MAIL STEAMERS, 









nS aa: 
THE NEXT MAIL IS DUK 
Fro Line, Steamer. Date. 
Hongkong, Dorie « F. Apr.ag 
America Pewws 
Canada, Bey, an. of Japan 3 


Hongkong 





Chiow 
Hobengollern WW, May a1 
Gaelic Su. May a9 





(Frou Jarannee Pavers) 
FLOODS IN HOKKAIDO. 
Sapporo, April 23. 
Owing to the meling ot the snow on the sur- 
rounding mountains, ail the rivers about Kami 
kawa and Surachi have overflown, An iron 
tailway bridge and many other bridges are 
destroyed, The railway line of the Tanko 
Tetsudo between Yubari and Sorachi ix dam 
aged. ‘The floods ate still increasing, 
OSAKA HARBOUR LOAN BONDs. 


Osaka, April 23. 














The Osaka harbour construction bonds will 


be Sle from the 1st May, 


8 





1 Left Kobe on the o8t inst, 

2 Left San Francisco on the sath inst. 
3 Left Vancouver on the aath inst. 

4 Left Shanghai on the ath inst, 
§ Left Hons kong on the a7th inst. 








THE NEX! MALL LEAVES 
























for Line. Steamer. Date, 
America 0.% 0.0. Doric Sa. Apr. 30 
Hongkong P.M, Co. Perw 
Homeke \.P.RCo. Kim, of Japan 
Shanghai » NYK.  Nagato Warn 
C P.R.Co, Rinsof 
M.M.Co. Lane 
America P.Meo. China 
Mongkong N.Dybe  Hohenzollern 
Hongkor @, [8 NOCA, M, May 30 
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NAVAL MOVEMENTS. same class as Messrs, Crane, Jacobsen, and Wal- 


Yokosuka, April 29. 
It is rumoured that the two cruisers Fuji 
and Vashima will leave sbonly tor Formosan 
waters. The Chinyen will leave here to join 
the standing squadron which is now in the 
Western Sea. It is rumoured that the warship 
Ahkilsushima willbe despatched to Manila, ‘The 
Chikuba will leave for Korea on the 1st May 
and the Foshino for Kure on the sth May. 
Shimonoseki, April 29. 
The Warships Matsushima and Jvaniwa have 
passed here en route for the West. 
Nagasaki, April 29. 
The German Cruiser Helene (?) arrived 








CHESS. 





rae: 
Alt Communications to be addressed to the Cunys Eviton, 





Phe Yokohama Chess Club meets at 184, Creek- 
side. 

The ‘Tokyo Ciess Club holds ity meetings 
at 3, UchieSaiwaiecha lichome (next to the Tokyo 
Clb). 





Souvtiox or Proptem No. 365- 


wire, BLACK. 
1—Rto R3 1-K to K 4 
2—Q to B7 ch 2—K takes Kt 
3—K to R 6 mate 
if2—Kt0Q5 
2—Q takes P (B 4) mate 
1-K to K6 
2—Q to Q Kr2 2—P to B6 
g—Ri to Q 5 mate 
if2—Pio Bs 
3—P takes P mate 
if2-PwORS 
—P to Q 4 mate 
° 2 1—P to BG 
2—Q to Kt 2ch a—K io K6 
3—Kt to Q 5 mate 
e 1-P 0B 5 
2—Q to Ki 6 ch 2a—Kw K 4 
3—K to Rs mate ‘ 
1—Pw RS 
a—Q toQ Ki2ch 2—K w KG 


3—P to Q 4 mate 
Correct solutions received from W.ELS., D.D. 
Skak, Voila, and Marco. 


Prostum No. 367. 
By T. D. Crsrke, Merino, 





witty 
White mates in two moves. 


Tue New AUSTRALIAN OreNine. 

‘The following is one of two games recently 
played by correspondence between Messis. G. B. 
Hall, of Sydney, and_H, Chatlick, of Adelaide, 
to test the teply to P to Q 4, which the latter 


player introduced to the notice of the chess world 
ng vies with 


the 


in 


1891. ‘The Quee 
Lopez in popularity inc 
mpoitant reason that each of 
gs yields a greater majority 
hite than any other debut, The 
foventor claims for his counter-gambit that, 
although he sactifices a Pawn, he at once ob- 
tains the attack, and is able speedily to develop 
his game, ‘The manceuviing that ensues is much 
livelier than that produced by the ordinary Queen's 
Gambit Declined, avhich is one of the dullest of 
openings. Black has considerable scope for 
counter attack, For instance, instead of playing 
3—Kt to Q B3 he can play 2—-Pto Q 3, 2—P 0 
K B 3, or 2—P to Q 4, all of which are worthy of 
analysis, ‘The position of Mc. Hall in Australian 
chess circles, ranking as he does in Sydney in the 
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tized by 
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Jace, entitles each of the fullowing games to special 
attention, ‘The inventor is quite satisfied with 
the tesult, and considers that his counter-atiack 
has fully answered its purpose if it enables him to 
draw a Queen’s opening against a first-class 
player. THe hopes that the. publicity the new 
counter-gambit has received will elicit an opinion 
from competent judges. : 
Begun September 28, 1896, ended Mar, 1, 1898. 
(The Chaslick Counter-Gambit.) 























White—Mr, G. B. Hall. Black—Mr. H. Charlick, 
wuts, BLACK. WHITE, BLACK. 
TP Qs PB Kal(a) | 26 RR3  BxB 
2 Px Ki QB; }27 Ke P Ry!() 
3 BRB, POS 28P Bol = PxBP 
4 PP Qs! 29 PxP KK Kia 
xP 30P By RK4g 
xB 31K Bs RORsq 
B4 32 PR6ch Rx 
Castles = [33RxR KxR 
KBs  |34R Kis PRs 
roBK2 = PKR3(b) [35 RRS RK 
tr KLQK's Q Ko gO RxBP ReQRP 
12P Bs P Ky 37P Ka Rx 
13 Kt(Kis) Q 8 PKs — RR6ch 
‘(c) Kiet 39 K Ky R Kolch) 
1g BPxKi KtKs | 4oRR5  P By 
15 Kt Q2(d) P KRY 41 RxRP PBs 
16 KtxKkt Beit 42K Bs PBO 
79 BS OO 43K KO PB 
18 PaO Kise) [4g RRq K Ky! 
19PB3 xP 45 PBs K-Bs 
20PxP BB B3 46 R QBsq K Q6(best) 
arROsq OR Keg | 47 KOs 6(best) 
22K B2 RK Kglt) |43P 66 K O7 
23PKig KR Ksq | 49 RePch Kx 
24RQ3 P By 50 K B6(best)R Bg 
agRRK BK's 


DRAWN GAME. 

(a) This sacrifice gives the name to the opening. 

(b) Not a waster, as Black B contemplat 
King-side attack, 

(o) as it opens a file for attack, and gives 
the White Q some liberty of action, 

(d) White with a Pawn up aims at simplifying 
matiers, 

(e) Of course White regains the K Kt P by Rto 
K Ktsq it Black play B takes P. 

() Black prepares to focus on the weak KP. 

(x) Weil played, thus nullifies White’s material 
advantage. 

(h) Also good. 
by both play: 

(1) A stubborn contest between two well-match- 
ed opponents, 








‘The ending is well managed 





US CHAMPION MATCH. 











Puirp Game. 
White—Pitlsbo Biack—Showalter. 

WHITE, BLACK, wiiTe, BLACK. 
rP Ky. PKR 23 Ki Oy 113 
2P Qi PQs 24 KRK-q B Ks 
30K B3 KKIB3 [25 R Ko Ba 
4BKK 5 BKz 26 Ki Bg Bek 
5P Ks KKiQ2 |27QxB P Kr4(d) 
bBkB xB 28 QR K-q 
7K Kis (a)Q <q (e) Q Kigeh 
8 P KB R3 [2g K Req PeP 
9QK:'R3 POBy | 30 PxP K Rsq(f) 
0 B Ba Ki Bz [31 R KKisg Q Be 
u HS B3 Key ]32R Kg QO KB2 
12 Kt Bz 13(h) 1339 K. Rx P(e) 
13 PxP Ree 3 is} Keach RBS 
1g KKtQy Castles 135 KB2 PQS 
1§BQ3. PBS 36 R¢ Kr) 
16 PxP RxP By Q KRi2(h) 
17 Castles BQ2 37 Re RK Ktsq 
WP QKy KixB 38 RxP PxP 
19 Qxkt OR KBsq | 30 QxO.b  KxQ 
209 K3 Bq yo R Krach KB 
aPKiz B Ki3(c) [4r RxR_ KxR 
22 KixKt QxKt 42 R QBS Resigns 

ores. 





(a) This device has been employed before, It 
gives White an opportuniy to play P to Q B 3, 
in anticipation of Biack’s P to Q B 4. 

(b) Pto B 5 is possibly here best ; with care it 
might prevail. 

(c) Black has done very well, and may be said 
to have at least an equal game. 

(d) This move forms the turning point of the 
game. It seems to have been too venturesome. 
Black had a sale draw in hand, 

(e) Better and more ambitious than 28—Q to 
Kg, Q takes Q BP. 

(1) ft R takes P, to Kt3 ch, K to R eq, 
32—R to K Kt sq, &e.s o 34--O to Keach, K 
io Rsq3 3x—R takes P, Rto BS ch, &e. 

(g) Yielding to the fatal temptation, 

(h) Black must have overlooked that K to Kt 















Google 


2 in this position was no defence, 
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LATEST SHIPPING. 
we 
ARRIVALS. 
Formosa, B itis steamer, 2.616, A. G. Cubitt, 


23 d April,—Lendon via ports and Kobe, 22nd 





April, General.—P. & O. S. N. Co. 
Shinagawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,001 K. 
Vamanouctt, 239d April, Yokkaichi, 220d 





Apiil, General—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Saechuen, Boitishh steamer, 1,158, Pennyfather, 
23:d Apal,—Aaping, 17th April, Sugar and 
Kice.—Butierfield and Swire. 

Almond Branch, British steamer, 2,191, Anderson, 
24th April,—Rangoon and Kobe 22nd April, 
Rice. —M. Raspe & Co. 

Nagoya Maris, Japanese steamer, 1,758) P. Cottier, 
2th April, —Otaru via ports, igi April, Gene- 
tat. Noppon Yusen Kaisha, 

Australian, British steamer, 1,784, Heims, 25th 
April,—Australia and New Zealand via potls, 
Kobe, 23rd April, General.—Browne & Co, 

Kong Beng, Butish steamer, 862, W. F. Joslin, 
25: Apil— Hongkong, Rice.— Chinese, 

Yechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Yagi 
5th April,—Vokkaichi, 2gth April, General— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 881, H. Walter, 
25th Apeil,—Kobe, 23-d April, General. —Nip- 
pon Vusen Kaisha. 3 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875. Tranick, 25th 
April, Nagasaki, 22nd Apel, Coal.—Musu 
Bishi Co, 

Tenshin Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,894, F. W. 
Horton, 25th Apul,—Hakodate, 23d April, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Kintuck, B.itish steas 2881, C. dela Parelle, 

26th April,—Liver pool via ports, Kobe, 25th 




































Queen Margaret, British steamer, 1,932, Dunbar, 
27th Apal,—New York via Suez Canal and way 
ports, Shanghai igh April, General, —Frazac 
& Co. 

Fushiki Maru, 
27th Avil 

















apanese steamer, 1,109. J. Giese, 

nimonoseli, 2gth April, General, 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sakura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, N. Ume- 
zono, 27th Aptil,—Otaru via ports, 22nd April, 








General. Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
Japanese steamer, 1,934, J- 
Bambay via ports, Kobe, 
1 Kaisha. 
1001, K. 
26th 


Matsuyama Mart, 
Nie, 27: Ap 
26th Apul, General Nippon 

Shinagawa Magi, Japanese steans 
Yamanouchi, 27h April,—Yokkaich, 
April, General—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Rinshu Maru, Japanese seam 
27th April, Searle, Washington 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Wakanoura Maru, \apan 

—Kobr, 26th April, 
Vusen Kaisha. 

Evandale, Betish steamer, 2,468, J. Buyers, 28th 
Apul,—Rangeon via Hongkong, 18h Apel 
Rice.—Samuel Samuel & Co, 

1 steamer, 1881, W. S. 
Londen vi 








Vu 










©, 1.556, 28th 











Becker & Co. 

Hokkai Maru, Japanese steamer, 437, K. Soye- 
Kawa, 28th April,—Yokkaichi, 271 April, Gene- 
tal,—Nippon Yusew Kaisha, 

Mutsu Maru, Japanese steamer, 564, Nakajima, 
28:h April, —Mororan 25th April, Coal.—Nip= 
pon Yusew Kaisha, 

Tacoma, Britis steamer, 1,662, A. Dixow, 29 h 
‘April,—Hongkong via’ Moji_and Kobe, 27th 
Apuil, Mails and Geueral.—Dodwell, Carlill & 
Co. 

Sanuki Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,682, W. Town- 
send, 29°) April, —Londan via ports, Hongkong, 
22nd April, General —Nippon Yusen 

No 15 Kannon Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,805, 

Y. Furukawa, 29h April.—Kobe, 28h Apett, 

General — Nippon Yasen Raisha, 

I steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 29th 

ts, Tot April, Mails 

Co, 



















Otaru Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,507, Tibballs, 
2gth April—Otaru via ports, 25th April, Genes 
tal, -Nippon Yasen Kaish 

Vechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Yagi, 
2gth April,—Vokkaichi, 28ih April, General.— 
Nippon Yasen Kaisha, 











DEPARTURES. 


Tse Mavi, Japanese steamer, 771, 1. Arakawa, 
231 Apiil,—Yohkaichi, General:—Nippon Yu: 
sen Kaisha, 


Origin 
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No. 15 Kannon Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,805, 
Y. Furukawa, 23d Ap:il,—Kobe, General, — 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Glenavon, British steanier, 1,911, Wan. Pithie, 23¢d 
April, —Moji, Ballast.—Jardine, Matheson & 
Co. 





Shinagawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,001 K. 
Yamanouchi, 24th Apvil,—Yokkaichi, General, 
Nippon Yusen Kash 

Finsen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,433, K. Nala 
jima,. 24th’ April,—Kobe, Geneval.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, 

Kokura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,567, I. Higo, 
24th April,—Otaru via port, Ger 1 
Vusen Kaisha. 

Hokkai Maru, Japanese steamer, 4373 K. Soye- 
kawa, 25th Apul,—Yokkaichi, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha 

Independent, German steamer, 871, Holtz, 25th 
April,—Kobe, Geneal.—M, Raspe & Cu. 

Australian, British steamer, 1,784, Helms, 26th 
April,—Australia and New Zealand via Kobe 
aud Nagasaki, General.—Browne & Co, 

Thekla, German steamer, 2,363, Madson, 26th 
April,—Havie and Hamburg via ports, Gene- 
ral,—Simon Evers & Co. 

Yechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Yagi, 
27th April, Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon Yu- 
sen Kaisha, 

Indus, French steamer, 2,200 Vagnier, 27th April, 
—Marseilles via ports, Mails and General,— 
M. M.S.S. Co. 

Lok Sang, British steamer, 979, W. G. G. Leask, 
27ih April,—Moji, Ballast.— Jardine, Mathesan 
& Co. 

Shantung, British steamer, 1,835, Frantton, 27th 
April,—Moji, Ballast. Butter held & Swire. 

Nagoya Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,758, P. Cot- 
tier, 27th,—Kobe, General—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Finsen Mart, Japanese steamer, 1,433, K. Naka- 


























jima, 27h Apsil,—Ovaru via ports, Geveral— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Kanagawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,°13, J. 
McKenzie, 27:h April,—Kobe, General. —Nip- 





pon Yusen Kaisha, 

Bengloe, British steamer, 1933, A. W. S.Thom- 
son, 27th Aptil,—Kobe, General.—Cornes & 
C 


0. 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 881, H. Walter, 
27th Apri,—Kobe via Yokkaichi, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Ternick, 27th 
Apvil, —N igasaki, Billast. Titsu Bish Oe 
Trieste, Austiian sieamer, 2,350, Mitis, 27th Apr, 
obe, Geneval.—Browne & Ci 
Shinagawa Maru, Japauese steamer, 1.001, Ke 

Yamanouchi, 28:h April,—Yokkaichi, General, 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 
Sukura Maru, Japauese steamer, 1,827,N. Ume- 




















zano, 28th’ “April,—Kobe, Genesal.—Nippon 
Yusen Kais! 
Wuotan, German steamer, 1,201, Jacobson, 28th 





April,—Saigou, Ballast.—Captain. 

Antenor, British steamer, 3.327, M. II. T, Jackson, 
29'h April,—London via ports, Geueral.— But 
lerfield & Swire, 

Fushiki Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,109, J. Giese, 
29th April,—Sakata, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, 

Thai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,907, T. Sakai, 
29'h April,—Otaru via ports, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, 

K iushiu Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,315, F. Brown, 
29th April, —Hongkeng via ports, General — 
Nippon Vusen Kaisha, 

Stechuen, British steamer, 











1,158, Pennyfather, 





goth April, Shanghai, Ballast,—Butter field 
and Swire. 
PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per British steamer Formosa, from London and 
ports :—Mr, Booth, Mrs. Booth, Miss Booil, and 
Mrs. Cattrell, in cabin. 

m Australia 


Per Br f 
and ports:—Mr. and Mrs. J. Bennett, Miss M 
A. Boorman, Mr. J. Dalghsh, Mr. AG. Dono= 
van, Mr. A. Carson, Mr. D. Carson, Mr. J. R 
Raynor, Mr, J. F. Deacon, Di. S. Martin, Mr. B 
Roth, Mr. T.B. Pocklington, Mr. and Mrs. Man 
Mr. A. B. Macdonald, Miss M. K. Sutton, 
TS. Stephenson, Me. A, W. Hansell, and 
Mr. Goodwin, in cabin, 

Per Japanese steamer Sanuki Maru, from Lon: 
jon via ports.—Mr. and Mis. Clutterbuek, in 
3_ Europeans, and 2 Japanese, in second 
3 Europ and 4 Japanese, 

Per British steamer Doric, f 
porls:—Mr. and Mrs, 
Miss Julia VA, Henry, Miss May, Mr, K. A. 
Akiesoff, Mr. E, Outiz, Miss Ka:tabuskaya, Mr. 
Russell Harper, Me. A. A. Diew, Miss M! Ro 


Digitized by Go 

































berlson, Miss Re Kulin, Mr. T, P. Ball, Me. Th. 
de Betigny, Mv. Filipe S. Mesa, Mr. Chas, Bran- 
ner, Mr. W. J. Schroth, Mr. L. M. Leefe, Mr. J 
E. Lambie, Mis. Henry and child, Mrs, Bertram 
and child, Miss Lynwood, Mis. A. Duncan, Mr. 
H. A, Garfield, Mr. H. M. Arnould, Mr. W, 
Shaw, Mrs. V.G. Bennett and child, Mis. and 
Miss McKim, Mr. Geo. Hantol, Col, W. 
Brown, Mi. R. Bleeker, Mi. ¥. A. Dudge, Me. 
T. Keishow, O, Pollack, Mr. J. W. 
and M x 






















E. W. No : 
Honolulu :—Col, in, Mie Hing Chong, 
and Mr. Hing Song, in cabin, For San Fran: 
ei8co:—Rev. G, Curtoil, De, and Mrs. Whitney, 





Mi. FL A Carl, Mi. J. A. Sulitvan, Mr, Snayge, 











Mr. R. Lesuke, Mis, Ts Py Ball, Rev. Mr 
Lacheur, Miss ET. Davidson, Mr, Poy Sing 
Jing, Mrs. J. Ricl, Mi. A.B. Deslie Mellville, 
Mc. W. Assan child and amal d or G 
Brockman in cabin. 


Derarren. 
Per British steamer Australian, for Australia 
Mr. A. Marks, and Mr. R. H. Marks, in cabin, 
Per French steamer Indus, for Marseilles via 
ports.—Mr, W. Schmidt, Mr. D, Lariieu, Mr. F. 
S. Stephenson, Mr. G. M. Cutting, mee Di. de 








Penfeilhanx, Mr. C. R, Shaw, Me M. F, 
Grant, Mr. Middleton, Don Clandino Lopez 
and boy, Mr. and Mme, M. Senuet, Mi. and 
Mme. ‘T. Wassilieff, infant, avd servant, Me, 








and Mme, Ladelph, Mue. Robinson, Me, 
Asahina, Me. M. Kinzo, Mr. Suzuki, Miss Ovi 
Mis, Westall, Mis, Y¥. Couperus, Mus. 





got, 

Fuller, Miss G. Beil, Mr. Mawice Bell, Me. T. 
Bonnet, Mr. Roussid, Mr. Juventin, Mr, and 
Mme. Espicux, aud 2 infants, Ml. E Fortun, Mr. 
S. Atisaka, and Mr, S. Kumasaki, in cabin. 


EXPECTED. 


Per German steamer Preussen, 
Hehensollern, fiom 
Baets, Mr. and Mis, F. Balizer and 
Oitoma Lord, and Miss G. Storneb 








sleamel 
Hongkong H—-Mr. Henry 

hildren, Me 
nic, in cabin, 


by 














CARGO. 
Per Fernch steamer Zndus, for Marseilles = 
Raw Sill tor Europe, 124 bales; Waste Silk for 
Europe, 34 bales, 


REPORTS. 


British steamer Doric, Captain Harry 
Smith, reports'—Saded from Hongkoug Apel 
io'h via ports, of call, Had fine weather through: 
and atrived at Yokoliama April 29'h at 5 50 











out 











tT COMMERCIAL, 


LAT. 





Sige F 
IMPORT. 

No business has been reported in yarns, shirts 
ings, fancies or woollens, but tt is considered pro- 
bable tha jew of the recent advance in Man 
chester rates consequent on the war between the 
United States and Spain, a move will shortly be 
made in the market. Quotations for the present 
ave purely nominal. Arise in price of American 
taw colton is expected, but has not as yet influ- 
ced the market to auy appreciable extent, 























COPLOR PIECIC Goons 












Ah, 98h ydaquinches $2 55 tors 

, Isinches 2.80 to 3435 

sy gz iavlies 18) ty 200 

! Ksm=H7 yauds, (finches. 1.95 to 2.90 
Prints—Assorted,ay yards, joimehes. 2.00 0 3.75 


Cotto 





ti Salleens Hlacl, 
WOOLLENS. 


is, 42 incline est 


0 18} 0.95 





3 inches... 










$0.30 tw 0.50 
0.35 to ot 


#30 tH 0.32h 


0 a5 te aa7) 








ONS tw ae 
0.38 tw ose 
0.60 10.975 
0.50 100.85 
a 0 
Pen vieca. 
Velvets-—Ilacle, 35 yards, 775.0 9.90 
Victoria 1 275 to 100 
Turkey Re: 
soinches ..... 1.50 to 170 
Turkey Reds—2.8 
30 inches 175 tw 2.00 
Turkey Reds— 


32 inches 
Vurkey Reds— 
arinches ., e 
COnLOd yauns seh 
seus #B.50 to 

0 tO 4300 


ads viele dy 240 to 270 
Uo 5th, 24/25 yards, 
ficseesits eee SOME 50 





fos 1624 
Mos. 28/32, 














4 3 
Nos. 38742, 44.00 to 45.00 


gle 








UNI 








Nos. 32, Doubles 46.00 to 48.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles 5175 to 54.50 
Nos. a)60, Pl 61.00to 63.00 
Nos. 2/40. Pl 75.0010 77.00 
Nos. 2/100, Phi 99.00 to 100 00 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed 7200 t0 79 00 
Nes. 2 80. Gassed 89.00 tu 95.00 
Nos. 2 100, Gassed «.... + 112,00 to 124.00 
RAW COLTON. PAR PicULe 





American Mi 
Indian Htroach.. 
Chinese... 


$20.10 to 20.80 
20.50 to 21.00 
a1” to at so 

















Nothing whatever doing. 
to 4.20 

to 4.50 
to $20 
to 10.00 
6.10 

6 00 
210 
5025 


Rowad and ai 





Fig lean, Ho. y 

Hoop Iran (§ to 14 inch 

KICROSst 

Prices have a tendency to tise, but litle busi« 
ness has been \ansacted d 









American 12.00 to 2.07 
ussia 1.95 to 2.01 
Langkat. bas 


SUGAK, 


Avsivals of Brown during the past two weeks 
amount to 25,250 piculs Manila, 50,649 piculs 
Formosa and 18,100 piculs China. Sales have 
been 45,000 piculs Manila and China and §1,000 
piculs Formosa. Prices have advanced 3§ to 40 
sen per picul for Manila and China, and 70 sen for 
Formosa, A goo. steady business has been done 
White Refined at an advance of 25 sen per 
picul, 











Mhown Takao 











Brown Manila Sas tos 80 
Brown Daito 4-50 10 4.55, 
Nrown Can 4.40 to 5.50 
White Java and Pen 6.50 to 7.00 
White Wetined 7.50 0 9.00 








EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 
During the last three or four days a fair busi- 
ness has been transacted owing to a considerable 
reduction in the prices asked by dealers, princi« 
pally for There is little or no de vd 
for America, owing to the war with Spain, aud 
consequently prices are in favom of buyers, 
Stocks amount to 6 700 piculs, against 4,850 piculs 
al same time last year, Shipments consist af 124 
bales per Indus for E 
auorations, 
Filatures—Mxtea gut, 
Filat 
itat 


















aden. 
es—Kxtia 13/15, 1416 den... 
Na, 






























Iatwves—No. 1, 13/15, 14/16 den. 

etd, to/ty deni - 830 to 840 
Filatwees—No, 04, 13/14, 44/17 len 850 to 860 
Filatwres—to. 2. inits de 830 to B60 
Filatuees—No. a, ty ait deniers 820 to 830 
Reseels—to. 1, 14/15, 1446 a 8g0 to goo 
820 to 820 
eeliaue ; B00 to B10 
els—Na. ab, ty nidenicns e 
To. a, 14/20 tenia ihe 
Keto 840 to 8:0 
Nowe 820 to 830 
Non 790 to B00 

Nola 


760 to 770 





u 
No new business has been done and the only 
shipment has been 105 bales for Europe per Indus, 
Stock amounts to 3.115 piculs, 
auoration: 
Moshi 
Moshi 


Noshi: 
Noshi: 
Nos! 








of new season’s tea have 
J for which prices are quoted at 840 to 
$45 per picul. ‘The quality of the samples is yood 
and itis generally anticipated (hat the crop will 
be better thaw that of the past two seasons. 













Quorartons. 
Choicest . . Nominal, 
Choice Nominal, 
Nominal’ 

ine ... Nominal, 
Good Medi Nominal, 










jinal from 
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Medium .. 
Good Com: 
Common .. 











EXCHANGE, 





Silver } higher from London and sterling quota- 
tions } higher from Chia have made tates on 
China easier but otherwise uo change has taken 
place. 

Stetling-—Bank T. 

Bi 






2/o.% 
2/oy 
208 
a/o§ 
aot 
254 
vate 4 months’ sight. 2.sgto} 
Bank Bills on demand. 48% 
Private 4 months’ 50} 
On Germany—Bank sight... 2,054 
— Private 4 months’ sigh 2.10 
k 6106}°/,dis, 
708°) dis, s 3 o 
1931080 r A oa . Pree i . 
811081} With torturing, disfiguring, itching, burning, bleed- 
150 ing, scaly, and pimply humours, instantly relieved 


ao by a warm bath with Curscura Soap, and a single 


anointing with Curicura (ointment), the great skin 
cure, followed by a full dose of Curtcura Resoz- 

Vokohama Engine & Iron Works, La. : we 

Japan Brewery Com Lada, 8 $00 Sa. Be St. vent, greatest of blood purifiers and humour cures. 


= ficura 


Club Hotel, 
Oriental Hotel, L. 
Oriental Hotel, 1 
Is sold throughout the world. British depot: F. Newsery & Sons, 
London. Porrer Drug anv Cuem. Core., Sole Props., Boston, 
U.S.A. Ee “ How to Cure Every § Skin Humour,” post free. 


Nagasaki Hotel Ld., yen 100 
ralcwar Tie raRcés BABY'S SKIN SCALP “eesti Souge™ 


eon demand 
= — ¢months’ sight 

— Private 4 months’ sight 
6 months’ aight 












On Am 





















On Shanghai—Bank sight 
Private 10 days 








Kobe Club 6%/, Debs, 
Yokohama Uni 














North and Rae, 
——— + 


Shs uence Gia aise Be BUI 96 A. SAN & CO., ENGINEERS. 


9557, 10.45, 1150 a.t0.5 1245, 1-35, 2-25, 250. 162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


4:85, 1-45, 455. $ 25:01. 715, 8 8.50. 9.454] ~ The OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 


10.25, 11.20 p.m. 
Suimpasni—q 40, 6, 6.40, 7-25, 8.15, 9, 9-45 ESTABLISHED 1830. 
10.25, 11.10, 11.50 1230, 1, 1.40, 2.35, The Oldest and La 
ete 5 gest Makers in the 
3.25, 4-10) 4.551 $49, 6.20, 7.20, 8.20, 9.10, World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 


10, 1.15 P 
Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January st, 1896. 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 




























Yoxouama anp Kose. 

Departure, 
Yokohama... 6 48 @ 
Vokohanva ... 126 p. 
Yokohama 


Arrival. 
1.22 pam. 
9.00 a 
3.05 p.m. 












Vokohana Kobe 7 00 p.m. MIXING, CRUSHING, AHD PULVERISING 
Kobe Yokeol 210.25 p.m. MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 
Kobe Yokoh 8.08 a.m. 





Address Messrs. C. ROHDE & Co., 


YOKOHAMA. 


Kobe _ Yokohama, 7-06 pan. 


Yorouama ano Nikko. 


am, am Amn, pm November 21st, 1896. 
847 957 1245 cnet 





945 11.10 200 
11.27 1.27 3.37 


== MILKMAID 


















APPARATUS BRAND 


Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydrants 


i and Street Wastiers. 

| Garden Watering Boxes and 

| Apparatus. 

‘ Gum-Metal, Copper, and Cast- 

(Tron Cocks and Valves. 

! Z 
| 6: 
| 











E. GUESNIER, E.¢.P., oe “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
! Leckey eomeeene in contain all tho cream of the original milk. 
2 eo fected Taillandiers | In the process of manufacture nothing but 
H PARIS. water is removed, nothing but the best 
Her mteptici te the Wiser ce refined sugar added. 

Vagerag eaten era Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
7 cream haz been abstracted, and ask for 

ee ee the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 


% purposes. Original from 
Google UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 








Apply to Bovrs & Co, for 





December 5, Beftize 
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Trade Mark on every Casting. 





(acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“SHARP, CLRAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
OR AMENTAL O NSTRU TIVE WORK OF EVERY DES RIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADKS, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, KETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 
NUMEROUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THe DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS. 


MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 








TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, 
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BIRTH. 


On the 17th April, at Stewart Terrace, The 
Peake, Hongkong, the wile of H. Pivcnney, of 
ason. 





MARRIAGE. 

On the 18th April, at St. Joba's Cathedral, 
Hongkong, by the Rev. R. F. Cobbol!, M.A., 
Artuur Francis Beccamy, third son of ‘he late 
Caprain Thomas L. Bowe, of Ipswich, England, 
to Marion Maup Epis, eldest daughter of 
Jour Isaac Plummer, Esq, MA. F.RAS,, of 


Hongkong. 
rane DEATH. 
At Bremen, Germany, ou the atst March, A.C, 


Euan Vow per Haxbe,aged 55, formerly partner 
of Casl Rohde & Co. 














SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tue American navy continues to capture 
Spanish merchantnen, 









Margauts Saionji’s resignation of the portfolio of 
Minister of Education has been accepted. 


Tur Americans have bombarded and destroyed 
the half-completed batteries at Matanzas, 


On the 28th olt. ne Tal 
mer party at bi: 


Two French missionaries baie Deey ite 


in Minister gave a din 
jence in Tukyo. 








72 
Tux blockade of Havana 








by Chinese at Yunanchao, in the province of 
Kwansi, 





ja has been partially 
raised, most of the U.S, squadron returning to 
Key West for coal. 


In pursuance of her neutrality, Great Britain 
has prevented the sailing of American torpedo 
vessels from Falmouth. 





Tue American steamer Shenandoah has arrived 
at Liverpool, The report of her capture by the 


76) Spaniards was untrue, 


Mx. Niwa Tetsuxosuxe bas been appointed 
Secretary of the Red Cross Society, with the 
sanction of His Majesty. 








Tue Spanish defeat at Manila is causing dis- 
graceful scenes in Spain and martial war has 
been proclaimed in Madri 





Tux split between the Liberal Party and the 
Cubinet continues, and is not expected to be 
healed before the meeting of the Diet. 


At the meeting of the Meiji Fire Insurance 
Company on the and a dividend was detlared 
at the rate of 13 per cent, per ceut. per annum. 


Tue United States Government has chartered 
eight large steamers as transports. It is sup- 
posed that they are intended to cary troops at 














3 once to Cuba, 





Tue submarine cable between Manila and the 
mainland has been destroyed by the U.S. Navy 
so no news of the actual position of affais can 
be obtained, 


Iris reported that the marine telegraph cables 
between Shimonoseki and Naruto, Straits and 
between Isenoumi, Shikoku, and Sanyodo have 
been completed, 


Tur Americans have captured the Spanish 
‘Transatlantic Liner Panama while bound from 
New York to Havana, with Spanish refugees 
and valuable cargo. 





Coneress is 10 be asked 10 authorize immedi 
ately a bond issue to provide funds wherewith 
to carry on the war, the estimate for the next 
two months being $50 000 000. 


A woman named Udakawa Tatsu, 50 years old, 
living at No. 13, Nagaoka-cho, Honjo, Tokyo, 
on the 2nd instant committed suicide by taking 
a large quantity of hydrochloric acid, 


Ir is stated that America will hold the Philip- 
pines until the close of the war, and then, if the 
indemnity is not paid, will sell them to a Euro- 
pean power, preferably Great Britain, 


Nortirications of neutrality have been issued 
by various governments in connection with the 
Hispano-American war, Japan is taking the 
usual steps to carry ont the regulations, 






Owine to the protests of European Powers, the 
Washington Senate Committee has decided to 
suppress the increased tonnage dues on ship- 
ping which the Lower House had passed. 


Aw American torpedo destroyer has engaged a 
Spanish gun-boat off Matanzas. After eleven 
shots had been exchanged, the America 
tired, the vessel being apparently damaged. 





Tur Yokohama Central Tea Guild has received 
a telegram dated 27th ult, from the New York 
branch to the effect that Congress has rejected 
the bill to impose a heavy duty on imported tea, 





Paxsipent McKintry has issued a proclama. 
tom granting Spanish vessels leaving or arriving. 








| prices have ris 


in the States till May 21 to clear unmolested, 
but the Prize Courts are to adjudicate on the 
captures already made. 


A RePoRT comes from Formosa that on the 
23rd ultimo the Imperial troops attacked a band 
ot native robbers near Tamsui. Thirty natives 
were killed, 7 wounded, and over 26 made 
prisoners. 








Tue Japanese battleship and cruiser which are 
now in course of construction by Armatrong & 
Co., England, were recently named by the 
authorities, the former being called the Ha- 
suse and the latter the Zdsumo. 


Owine to the prevalence of the plague in For- 
mosa, it is said that Mr. Shiga, an assistant in 
the Contagious Diseases Investigation Bureau, 
will be despatched to the Island to investigate 
the condition and management of the hospitals, 
etc. 














Aw employé of the Normal Dispensary in Yo- 
kohama, named Kobayashi, 32 years of age, 
living at No. 36 Bandaicho, wasrecently arrested 
and sent to the Court for trial on a charge 
of selling a patent medicine without a license 
from the Government. 





Ow the morning of the aman na 
Horikiri Renemon, 61 years old, living at Asa- 
kusa, Tokyo, cut his wife's throat and fatally 
wounded his adopted son. He afterwards 
unsuccessfully attempted suicide. Jealousy was 
the cause of the crime. 








Tue U. S. squadron on the Asiatic station, 
under command of Commodore Dewey, en- 
gaged the Spanish squadron near Cavite on 
the rst, silenced the forts, and put the Spani- 
ards to flight. Manila is said to have been fired 
and half destroyed before the close of the fight. 





In the House of Commons Mr, Chamberlain 
stated that the Government was not_prepared 
to re-enact the Contagions Disease Ordinance 
for the Straits Settlements, but that the former 
was in communication with the Governor of the 
Settlements as to whether some other measures 
could be adopted as a possible check to the 
further spread of venereal disease. 


Lux rising at Sierra Leone now practically in- 
volves the whole Colony. Factories have been 
burned, and a native manager and a num. 
ber of missionarics massacred. The rebels 
are now close to Freetown. Reinforcements 
have been despatched, The cruiser Blake has 
left Gibraltar, conveying a naval brigade to be 
landed at Freetown, 





Businass has been very small this week, the 
little business that was doing being “held-up ” 
pending war developments. A few deliveries 
of yarns have taken place, butat rates that in 
cated a desire to clear godowns al any price, 
Prices are nominally the same it week in the 
Metal market in view of no business offering. 
Sugar remains fairly steady for Formoga sorts, 
in other varieties no business is stirring, In 
Raw Silk some little has been done, chiefly 
in filature and re-reels for the United States, 
both by foreign and native shippers, and 
by $10 to $20 on the week. 
Waste silk is very dull with very little enquiry, 
though if holders would make themselves cur- 
rent business could be arranged. New seas 
leaf is still very discouraging, the new tea 
offered this week not showing the improvement 






































hoped for. Some 6,457 piculs have been set~ 
tled to date. Exchange is steady on gold 
* euaniizies BU weaker on China. 
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VERNACULAR PRESS. 
—+ 

The two questions of the hour are foreign 
policy and finance. Our readers have already 
formed, we do not doubt, a pretty clear idea as 
to the attitude of Japanese public opinion 
towards these problems, The Liberals, who, 
until recently, were allies of the Cabinet, still 
remain supporters of its foreign policy but are 
strongly inclined to oppose the financial pro- 
gramme adopted by Count Inouye. The Pro- 
gressisis denounce the Ministry's foreign policy, 
but as yet show no sign of attacking its finance, 
Each party is acting consistently, It was with 
the consent and by the aid of the Liberals that 
the pos/-bellum programme of 1895 was ela- 
borated and passed through the Diet, They 
pledged themselves then to a very bold and 
spirited scheme of national economy, and it is 
not wonderful that they should now rebel 
against what, lo superficial observers, seems a 
movement of retrenchment and hesitation, On 
the other hand, they endorsed the retrocession 
of the Liaotung Peninsula in 1885, and have 
ever since favoured a moderate line in foreign 
affairs, Hence they fiad themselves now in 
agreement with the Cabinet at one point but in 
collision with it at another, The Progressists, 
on the other hand, have been more or less 
identified with economy of public expenditures, 
a less vigorous expansion of the Army than the 
Ito Minis planned after the War, and absten- 
tion from the imposition of fresh taxes. There- 
fore they can not, with any show of consistency, 
attack the make-ends-meet methods of Count 
Inouye. But, ever since the days when strict 
treaty enforcement came upon the /ap/s, they 
have been “ stalwarts” in the field of foreign 
affairs, and they are consequently free to attack 
any Ministry which fails to plant the national 
standard on ideal heights of prestige and self 
assertion, Such are the broad | of the 
situation. Each party opposed to the Govern. 
ment occupies a camp with conveniently vague 
limits, ‘The Progressists, while they clamour 
for something signal in foreign affairs, do not 
attempt (o state clearly what that something 
should be. ‘The Liberals, while they denounce 
a policy of hesitation and halting in financial 
affairs, avoid any exposition of what they con. 
sider resolute and progressive, It is true that, 
within the past few days, Count Itagaki, the 
Liberal leader, has come forward with a pro- 
gramme for State purchase of private railways 
by means of a foreign loan, but, in enunciating 
his plan, he was careful to explain that he 
spoke simply ag Itagaki, not as the head of the 
Liberal Party, Thus the Liberals are in the 
irresponsible position of decrying the Cabinev’s 
method of extricating the nation from a financial 
dilemma, without offering: any alteruative me- 
thod of their own, It is also true that some of 
the Progtessist organs have begun to advocate 
the acquisition of Amoy and Foochow by lease. 
But their tone is tentative and uncertain, and, 
on the other hand, the “stalwart” agitators 
confine themselves to declaring that the en 
ment obtained from China with regard to Fuh- 
kien is an abortive and valueless affair, caleu- 
lated to disturb still further rather than to redress 
the balance of power in the Far East. How 
that balance is to be redressed they do not indi 
cate, though, perhaps, we shall be justified in 
inferring that nothing short of an attempt to 
drive Russia from Liaotung and Germany from 
Kiao chou, by way of preliminary to the with- 
drawal of England from Wei-hai-wei, would 
satisfy them, On these bases journalistic dis- 
cussion is now proceeding, but readers of the 
vernacular press will doubtless agree with us 
when we say that the nebulous and shadowy 
character of the controversy projuces « feeling 
of weariness and impatience. 


oe 
oe 


Tn finance the catch-words of the time are 
shokyoku and se&tyoku, which signify “ nega- 
tive” and * positive,” with all the secondary 
meanings that individual interpretations may 
devise. The Libetals say that Count Inouye’s 
financial policy is ‘negative.” As to that, the 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun pentinently asks what 


is indicated by * negative.” Count Cc has 
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not reduced any programme or cut down the 
dimensions of any scheme. He has merely 
readjusted the public expenditures so that they 
shall fit the public income immediately avail- 
able. How can such procedure be righily 
called negative ? Empirical financiers have sun- 
dry nostrums to cure the malady of the hour. 
Some would sell bonds abroad; some would 
raise a foreign loan; some would have the 
State purchase the private railways ; some would 
apply the Indemnity to redeem the War Bonds, 
There is no general agreement as to the wisest 
course, and, at any rate, all these schemes are 
special measures lying outside the limits of the 
ordinary finances with which Count Inouye has 
hitherto been dealing. That there is distiess 
among manufacturers and that many enterprises 
are threatened with ruin, no one can doubt. 
But how to assist them impartially and prudently 
is a problem of immense difficulty. It is not to 
be denied that the responsibil ty for the present 
state of affairs rests in some degree with the Go- 
vernment and not altogether with the people. 
The Government doubtless recognises the fact, 
and Count Inouye is understood (o be revolving 
plans to ease the situation, The utmost care and 
circumspection are necessary, however, lest in 
removing one cause of trouble another and per- 
haps a greater be created. Public opinion now 
seems to be inclining towards the purchase of 
all the private railways by the State as a device 
for increasing the stock of floating capital in the 
hands of the people. It isimpossible to doubt 
that State ownership of railways is the only 
policy really conducive to public convenience, 
material progress, and strategical expediency. 
(The Michi Nichi devotes two long articles to 
demdnstrating this proposition, bat we refrain 
from epitomising them, the arguments, though 
forcible, being already familiar to our readers). 
But an operation of such magnitude and im- 
portance is not to be underlaken merely for the 
sake of putting capital into the hands of the 
people or restoring vigour to the share market, 
The step must be welland maturely considered. 
(It will thus be seen that the Nicht Nichi 
neither opposes nor endorses the proposition 
with which Count Itagaki has now identified 
himself, In theory itis an ardent advocate of 
State ownership, but in practice it is fastidious 
as to times and methods). 
ae 

The Tokvo Shimbun (Liberal organ) dis- 
cusses the same question at considerable length, 
but nine-tenths of its arguments are devoted 
to esiablishing the economical, technical, and 
national advantages of State-owned lines as 
compared with private lines, These arguments, 
being of a general character, without any bear- 
ing on the special case of Japan, need not 
occupy our attention, As to the particular pro 
blem a solution of which is sought by this 
device, the Liberal organ confines itself toa 
bold buat pudemonstraied assertion that the in- 
troduction of foreign capital is absolutely neces 
sary at the present juncture and that the only 


























ge-| Wise way of obtaining and employing it isa 


national loan for the purchase of the principal 
systems of railways, namely, the Nippon, the 
Sanyo, the Kobu, and the Kiushiu, 
* 
* * 

There is much to be said in favour of State 
ownership of railways, avd, as Count Tiagaki 
has always been an advocate of that policy, his 
proposal to put it into practice now for the 
sake of relieving the dearth of fluating capital 
can not be regarded as strange or unreasonable, 
Is such a measure desirable, however? Going 
lo the root of the present embarrassment, we 
find that the responsibility rests with the extra- 
ordinary appreciation of commodities, To what 
is that appreciation due? Evidently to re- 
dundant currency, ‘To what is redundant cur- 
rency due? Plainly to the fact that large sums 
have been brought over to Japan owing to re- 
ceipts on account of the Indemnity and the 
sale of bonds abroad. Iu other words, it is 
because of the rapid introduction of foreign 
money—that is to say, fore'gn capital—that an 
embarrassed state of affairs uow exists; yet the 
proposal is to telieve the embarrassment by a 

introduction of foreign money, What 


sgle 





tenders such a programme still more question- 
able is that a large sum is about to be received 
from China and brought over to Japan, so that, 
under any circumstances, many millions of 
money are to be added to the stock already in 
the country, That resalt can not but be viewed 
with some uneasiness by economists. If, then, 
150 or 160 millions were obtained abroad 
and scattered among the people as the 
purchase money of the Nippon, Kobu, Sanyo, 
and Kiushin railways, can there be any 
doubt that still farther and. more rapid appte- 
ciation of commodities would ensue owing to a 
plethora of media of exchange, and that the 
present evils of lightness of capital, excess of 
imports, and exodus of golti would be sharply 
accentuated, so that the country would ultimate- 
ly be plunged into a worse slough than ever? 
Such is the gist of the Vomiuré Shimbun's 
argument on this important subject. 








. 
are 

The Mainichi Shimbun (Progressiat organ) 
opposes the project, In fact, the public seem 
likely to divide along the lines of political px 
ties, the Liberals advocating State ownership, 
the Progressists denying the wisdom of such a 
course. On the side of the latter there is vir- 
tually only one solid argument, namely, that 
the question of railways is one which concerns 
the permanent welfare of the couutry, and that 
ils solution must not be prostituted to the tem- 
porary purpose of rel eving a dearth of floating 
capital, The Afainichi itself does uot hesi 
to admit that the construction of several I 
can uot be continued owing to the shareholders’ 
inability to pay up the calls on their shares, an 
that not only the progress of railway-making is 
threatened with interruption, but also much of 
the capital already invested may be lost, But 
it contends that difficulties of that kind mu: 
not be allowed to influence the country’s atti. 
tude towards the general problem of State or 
ptivate ownership, and it condemns Count Ita- 
gaki for allowing himself to become the tool of 
needy speculaters. 




















Turning to the question of foreign policy, 
we find in the Fiji Shinpo two. atticles 
directed to prove that Japan’s great faulis 
in dealing with foreign counties are romantic 
altruism and a tendency to regard herself as the 
depository of a civilizing mission, In proof of 
this somewhat startling assertion, our contem- 
potary points to the war with China, Nine 
Japanese ont of every ten entertained but one 
idea about the war, namely, that it was a fight 
undertaken by Japan on behalf of the weak 
against the strong. Such sentimentalism is 
graceful enough in its way, but it is apt to entail 
great disadvantages when it is one sided. Peo- 
ple do not succeed in the affairs of everyday 
life by perpetually turning their cheeks to th 
smiter—a simile which our contemporary rende 
by funkei bakugyaku, or not t udgivg till on 
head is cut off; still less can any long-suffer- 
ing or romance of the kind be permitted in 
international dealings. ' Other peoples simply 
laugh at the victim of the fad and take advant- 
age of his silliness. The Koreans, for example, 
never comprehended the long-suffering action 
of Japan in 1873, 1881, and 1884. They attri- 
buted it to weakness or timidity, and despised 
the Japanese, All quixotism of the soit—giky, 
the F 71 calls it—must be laid aside. The 
must be abandoned, too, that Japan's mi 
is to propagate by direct processes the civiliz 
tion which she has herself adopted, It was by 
pursuing that programme that she made herself 
dishked in Korea, and opened a door for the 
interference of a Power not at all troubled by 
such moral yearnings. I: is a mistake to 
assume that the Koreans are in a cor 
resembling that of the Japauese imme: ly. 
before the Restoration, and that the forces which 
moved the latter can be ef cacious to prise the 
former out of the rut of stagnation, ‘The Korea 
are far behind what the Japanese then were, and 
due allowance must be made for the difference. 
Now, once more, the Korean arena offers itself 
toexploit, How should she proceed? 
The Fifi sees only one way, As many Japanese 
















































as possible: must settle. in Korea, and engage in 
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miving, industrial enterprise, agriculture, and 
other employments, There is room for five 
millions of immigr Thus and thus only 
can Japan utilize her opportunity, and lead 
Korea gradually but surely into the path of 
Progress and prosperity. The Government's 
hand should not appear in the matter, beyond 
obtaining for Japanese subjects the privilege of 
owning real estate in Korea. 
. 





o*e 

The Kohumin Shimbun urges the importance 
of an understanding between Great Britain, the 
United States, and Japan to secure the peace 
of the Far East. America opened Japan; Eng- 
land opened Chins, America is Japan’s neigh- 
bour on the east; England is her neighbour on 
the south. Four-fifths of China's foreign trade 
are in British hands, and Great Britain is at the 
head of Japan's importers, white the United 
States takes far the largest share of her exports, 
As for Japan’s position and relations vis-a vis 
China, they need not be discussed. Obviously 
the three States chiefly concerned in keeping the 
peace of the Far East are England, the United 
States, and Jap: 
the s he Hispano- 
American quarrel constitute a unique opportu- 
nity for an understanding between the three 
Powers. That is the gist of the Kokumin’s 
article. It is decidedly vague. 




















JAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 
ee 

On the 26th ult. a spring regatta was held by 
the students of the Meiji Law School on the 
upper paitof the Sumidativer, After the sports 
about two hundred of them, the worse for 
drink, invaded the Yoshiwara, which they had 
been strictly forbidden to enter. ‘There a quarrel 
ensued between them and some 300 loafers, and 
afree fight quickly arose. The constables of 








the two out stations proved insufficient to quell 
nd 





the disturbance, 





message was sent to the 
Head Police Station in Asakusa to obtain re- 
inforcements. Many were severely wounded 
on both sides, and it was with great difficu'ty 
that the commotion was quelled. Twenty five 
students and a great number of the other com 
batants were arrested, 


The predominance of the Tosa clique of the 
Liberal Party, remarks the Vorosu, has aroused 
ation among Liberals who are really and 
strongly altached tothe Party, The Kwanto 
members are strongly opposed to the inangur: 

wnt Ttagaki and Mr, Hayashi, as 
leaders, and have resolved to recommend Mr, 
Hoshi. Shoaid the Tosa clique prove too 
powertul the members from Kwanto will have 
their names struck off the list, and form a sepa- 
rate party for themselves, 














According to the Hochi, Mr. Bockman, Direct- 
of the Oriental Agency for a certain engineer- 
ing company in France, has proposed to pro- 
vide the Formosan Railway Company with 
machinery and appliances on easy terms, the 
cost to be paid in yeatly installments after the 
opening of the taffic. It is also stated that 
through the efforts of Mr. Ono Kinroku and a 
few others, Messrs. Pocock & Co., London, are 
Prepare to advance a loan to the amount of 
41,500,000 (15 millions yen). Marquis [to is 
reported to favour Mr. Bockman’s programme, 
while ‘the company itself advocates that of 
Messrs. Pocock & Co. ‘ 





According to the Shogro, the number of 
Japanese immigrants to Hawaii aggregates 
30,000, and their money is probably not less than 
1,000,000 yen. The banks in Hawaii, how- 
ever, do not pay interest on these moneys and 
the labourers have frequently applied to the 
various Immigration Companies with a view 
to more advantageous arrangements for their 
savings. All negotiations with local banks 
having failed, steps were taken by the allied 
Emigration Council to come to an arrange- 
ment with the Tokyo-Yokohama Savings Bank, 
and the following points were finally agreed 
npon;—(1) Each Emigration Company shall 








deposit in the teed by GOORNE request for information or the following 








security-money and reserve on behalf of con- 
tract labourers, interest to be paid on such 
deposits, (2) If any immigrant be found unable 
to provide security for himself, the amount, not 
exceeding 40 yen, shall be sent to him by the 
Bauk, under the guarantee of more than two 
trustworthy sureties responsible for repayment, 
(3) Each labourer is bound to pay expenses 
ot emigration in installments atthe rate of one 
dollar per montn during the first year of immi- 
gration, and of two dollars during the four 
months of the second year. The Bank has 
pledged itself to devote its utmost energies to 
the furtherance of immi ion enterprises, 





The Nippon Ginko’s report of transactions 
during the week ending the 231d instant, pub- 
lished in the Afainichi, shows a reduction in 
the reserve of 3.430,0co yen,—a fact which 
proves that the exodus of specie is increasing 
day by day. The general tendency may be 
perceived from the following figures :— 
Reduction as 

compared 

with the 
Reserve, prev. month, 


Specie 















Yeu. Ye 
Al the end of last year ... 98.302,709 = 

January 29 Weve 94.593.473 3.799 256 
‘April 2nd 75,120,327 19,377,136 
April 23ed, seve 66,852,288 8,274,039 


Thus the amount of reduction from the end of 
last year up till the 23rd instant does not fall 
shoit of 41,450.0C0 yen, and the largest dimi- 
nution is for this month. The briskness with 
which the ouiflow of hard metal takes place at 
present 1s truly surprising. The stringency of 
the money market continues as serious as 
ever, and the embarrassment to popular enter- 
prises is daily becoming more pressing. With 
the tea and silk seasons at hand a large 
portion of floating capital will be absorbed in 
these enterprises. So unless an increase of the 
reserve be undertaken by appropriations of the 
Indemnity the immediate issne of 10 or 20 
million yen of notes above the legal limit will 


be absolutely indispensable at this juncture. 











The libel case instituted by the ex. Minister 
for Agriculture and Commerce against the 
Porosu was continued on the 29th ultimo at 
the District Court, Tokyo. It was alleged that 
the paper had charged the ex-Minister with the 
receipt of bribes to the amount of 30,000 yen 
in reference to recent proceedings against the 
Osaka Rice Exchange. The defence was a 
plea of justification, alleging that the publication 
of the article was for the public good. The 
case was adjourned 


According to the YVorosu Mr, Tswiuhara, 
President of the Banking Bureau, recently spoke 
on the redemption of public bonds by appropria- 
tions of the Indemnity, He says:—‘* As the 
present embarrassment results, not from the 
faulis of the economic world alone, but chiefly 
from the policy adopted by the Government, 
the Government itself ought to exert its utmost 
energies for amelioration, The redemption of 
public loans would alone bring about a relaxa- 
tion in the money market, restore the issue of 
notes to the legal limit, and, im short, change the 
economic aspect entirely, It is alleged that 
redemption would require funds of at least 100 
million yen. ‘That 18, however, unnecessaily 
large ; 50 millions would be sufficient. Simul- 
taneously with the liquidation of loans, the 
programme for increased taxation must be 
carried into effect.” This programme, the 
Forosu thinks, would disorganise the financial 
system instead of proving a remedy. 


The Chuo states that the Meiji Cotton Spin- 
ning Company in Ocaka recently, in com- 
bination with eighteen other companies, sub- 
mitted the following resolutions to the President 
of the Industiial Bank :—That the Bank shall 
issne loans to the value of existing securities; 
that new companies shail be entitled to loans 
after commencing work; that machinery 
and plant may be pledged for loans, that 
a branch of the Industrial Bank be estab 
lished 1 Osaka. On the 3oth ultimo 
































the President is reported to have presented 





points (t) If the spinning industry fails to 
realize a profit at the current price of yarns 
how can it be maintained ? If yarns are really 
on the verge of over production, what remedy 
can be adopted? What process can be re- 
commended for extending the market for yarns 
both in the interior and in foreign countries? 
(2) What is the ratio of floating capital to the 
funds required for the purchase of coal and 
other materials and for the payment of wages? 
(3) The advantages or disadvantages of time 
bargains. (4) The life of machinery and the 
ratio of reserves set apart for depreciation. (5) 
The maximum amount of reserves. A special 
committee was appointed by the six leading 
companies to prepare a reply. 


The Osaka Asahi deals at great length with 
the economic situatio Its chief conclusions 
are; (1) That the Government has, by the 
over-issue of convertible notes after the war, 
brought about an abnormal appreciation of 
commodities, (2) That the authorities having 
adopted an unusually liberal post bellum policy, ~ 
a mania has arisen for the organisation of com- 
panies and corporations. (3) The Govern- 
ments’ collection from the domestic market of 
an enormous amount of funds in the form of war 
bonds has had a tightening effect on the money 
market, The last of these three propositions 
is regarded with serious concern, The Govern- 
ment has collected war bonds to the amount of 
100 million yen, and as yet has adopted no 
measures for redemption, Thus the market 
has been deprived of its working funds exacily 
to the amount mentioned, But the decrease im 
the supply of capital in connection with the 
retention of war bonds is really insignificant com- 
pared with the increase of the demand for ca- 
pital among private individuals. Connt Inouye’s 
investigation proves the aggregate funds of 
varions joint stock companies in 1894 to have 
scarcely reached 330 million yen, whereas this 
amount was augmented by 1897 to 500 millions, 
That the Governmenthas erred in permitting the 
Nippon Ginko to lower its rate of interest as 
a means for encouraging popular enterprises is 
beyond donbt; but the authorities can hardly 
be justified in altempting to relieve the market 
of its present embarrassment by schemes des- 
tined to impair the existing enterprises which 
they have themselves encouraged to start. 
The issue of convertible notes is also com- 
mented on. The notes in circulation on 21st 
April, 1894, did not exceed 137,904,751 yen, 
against 179,776,033 yen for the cor esponding 
period of this year—an increase of 40 mill 
yen. 
risen in consequence, the rate having increased 
by 50 percent. in Tokyo and 70 per cent. in 
Osaka, That is to say, the over-issue of notes 
has impaired the efficiency of money by 60 per 
cent. on the average, Where 40,000 yem were 
formerly sufficient in the case, say, of a railway, 
a sum of 64 000 yen is now required. ‘fo adopt 
a measure for bringing about the depreciation 
of commodities is therefore absolutely indispens- 
able. How can this object be attained?) The 
introduction of foreign capital, the state owner- 
ship of private railways, the purchas: of war 
bonds by the Indemnity—all these are clamoured 
for, but they are no betier than temporising 
schemes. Increased taxation only cau be re- 
commended, asserts the Osaka Asahi, at this 
conjuncture Business men should devote their 
energies to formulating a scheme lor radical 
reform, instead of being content with raising 
“ importunate cries ’ against the government, 
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Prices of commodities have extravagantly 

















THE BOUNTY FOK DIRECILY 
EXPORTED SILK. 


+ 

Among the bills prepared by the Government 
for presentation to the Diet last session, there 
was one for rescinding the law by which a 
bounty i anted for silk directly exported, 
The dissolution of the Lower House made the 
passage of the measure impossible. Vernacular 
newspapers say that it will be introduced at an 
eaily period in the approaching session, and 
that, as a majority of the members are opposed 
ty the bounty principle, the rescinding measure 














riaynbe €xpected to pass without difficulty. 
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COUNT ORUMA ON CURRENT 
TOPICS. 


eee ogee es 

Count Okuma, who utters his opinions 
very freely on current topics, or, at any 
rate, is represented as utlering them very 
freely, has been interviewed by the 
Yomiuri Shimbun, and has expressed him- 
self in somewhat contemptuous terms 
about the concessions said to have been 
obtained by the Cabinet from China. He 
ridicules the stipulation about mining 
operations as altogether superfluous. The 
Shimonoseki Treaty guarantees most- 
favoured-nation treatment to Japanese 
subjects. To make a special stipulation 
now on such a subject is not merely a 
work of supererogation, but also a pro- 
ceeding calculated to throw doubts upon 
the binding force of the Treaty. As to 
the removal of the restriction upon the 
export of rice, the fact appears to be that 
the Cabinet failed to obtain any such pro- 
mise from China. The agreement about 
the non-alienation of Fubkien is all very 
well in its way, but, after all, it is a poor 
kind of affair, Japan comes in at the tail 
of the hunt and gathers up the crumbs 
that have fallen from the feast of the big 
Powers. Itisa petty piece of imitation. 
Besides, rumour alleges that the Ministry 
can not even claim originality for its coup. 
The idea was put into its head by a 
certain foreign Government, which said 
“Why do you stand with your finger in 
your mouth when Powers are making a 
feast of China. Step in and claim a morsel 
for yourself.” A great parade is made of 
these concessions, but they have been 
sought simply for the purpose of taking 
the wind out of the sails ‘of the strong-fo- 
reign-policy party. As forthe State owner- 
ship of private railw it is nonsense, 
The State has shown itself quite incompe- 
tentto discharge even the limited functions 
already devolving on it. The railways 
under its control are mismanaged ; its 
postal, telegraph, and telephone services 
furnish ground for perpetual complaint. 
Who would be silly enough to saddle it 
with largely increased responsibilities ? 
The very men now agitating for the pur- 
chase of the railways by the State, agita- 
led, afew years ago, for the sale of the 
State railways to the people. In a word, 
the railways are regarded by them simply 
as convenient instruments for influencing 
the share market. The Liberals are even 
less scrupulous, for they pervert this ques- 
tion of State ownership into a means of 
winning over the “ business men ” to their 
side. The interests of the country are 
altogether secondary considerations in the 
eyes of such politicians. 

We reproduce the above—it is only 
an epitome, of course—because every- 








thing attributed to Count, Okuma 
has interest, but we greatly doubt 
whether he used such language. In 


the“ first place, his information is quite 
incorrect, and that is a defect seldom 
exhibited in his utterances. He speaks 
of the three concessions as having been 
actually asked for by the Japanese 
Government in connection with recent 
events. But it is well known that the 
questions of mining privileges and the ex. 
port of rice did not form the topic of any 
serious discussion. No demands about 
such matters have ever been formulated 
by Japan, nor have any concessions been 
obtained from China. The proposal with 
reference to Fuhkien stood entirely alone, 
and had become a subject of 

















by CaO gle 


in Peking long before the agitators for a 
“stalwart” policy took the field. In the 
second place, Count Okuma speaks of a 
great parade being made of the conces- 
sions, whereas the talk about them has 
been chiefly confined to the Opposition 
jouraals, and the only person responsible 
for coupling them together is the Fi? 
Shimpo's Peking correspondent. ‘These 
are misconceptions into which Count 
Okuma is most unlikely to have fallen. 








COUNT ITAGAKI ON FINANCE. 








ge 

Count Itagaki, the Liberal leader, has 
just delivered a lecture in Tokyo on the 
subject of the nation’s economical condi- 
tion. We have not space to translate 
his remarks in full, neither is there any 
occasion to do so, The main point is 
that he advocates the State purchase of 
the principal private railways with the 
object of converting into floating capital 
the capital fixed in those enterprises. He 
thinks that although the industrial and 
commercial fever which overtook the 
people after the war has its disadvantages, 
its benefits greatly predominate, and it 
would be little short of a calamity were 
the Government to adopt a negative finan- 
cial policy at this juncture, as there seems 
to be reason to apprehend. The Govern- 
ment itself is not altogether free from 
responsibility in. connexion with this out- 
burst of fever, for by stipulating, at the 
time of the Shimonoseki negotiations, that 
new ports should be opened in China, that 
industrial facilities should be granted 
there, and that a considerable part of 
Manchuria should be handed over to 
Japan, the statesmen of the day helped 
materially to create a spirit of enter- 
prise. What has to be done now is to 
take care that a disastrous reaction does 
not take place, and that many sound un- 
dertakings calculated to enrich the nation 
are not swept away by the wave of impgcu- 
niosity now threatening to inundate the 
country. The only sound palliative is to 
introduce foreign capital. There are 
several ways of effecting that end, but the 
best and simplest seems to be the State 
purchase of private railways. Count 
Itagaki had prepared an estimate of the 
lines to be bought and their cost. 
The method he recommended was 
to regard 5 per cent. as the normal profit 
of a road, and to purchase the shares of 
the various lines on that basis—paying 
120 yen for a loo-yen share where 6 per 
cent. profit was obtainable; 160 yen in 
the case of 8 per cent.; 80 yen in the case 
of 4 percent. and soon. He indicates the 
Nippon, Sanyo, Kiushiu, and Kobu as the 
four principal lines to be dealt with, and 
estimates-that it would cost 95 million yen 
to acquire them, their paid-up capital, 
however, being only 53 millions. These 
figures were based on returns compiled at 
the end of 1896. _ If the extensions made 
since then and the Hokkaido line were 
included, it would probably be found that 
a total of from 150 to 200 million yen 
must be paid. His idea was to submit to 
the Diet in its approaching extraordinary 
session a Representation urging the Slate 
purchase of the lines, and the convocation 
of another extraordinary session as soon 
as the Government could complete the in- 
vestigations necessary for compiling a 
detailed bill. 








1 IBERALS & THE GOVERNMENT. 
° os ena ars 
If we may credit the Yomiuri Shimbun, 
which on such a subject is not altogether 
trustworthy, there is a strong prospect of 
renewed coalition between the Liberal 
Party and the Cabinet. The Progressist 
organ enters into very minute detail as to 
the moderate 


the extreme section and 


section of the Party, their composition, 
and the measures that have been adopted 
to reconcile them on lines favourable to 
the Cabinet. We need not reproduce 
these explanations. The main facts are 
sufficient ; namely, that the Tosa wing of 
the Party had never any paramount desire 
to sever relations with the Ministry; that 
the concurrence of views between’ the 
Party and the Government, with regard 
to foreign affairs and the virtual concur- 
rence with regard to finance now that 
Count Inouye’s explanations have been 
heard, render separation unreasonable, 
and that, a large majority of the members 
having been persuaded to reconsider their 
decision partly by the exertions of the 
leaders, notably Count Itagaki and Messrs. 
Hayashi and Kataoka, and partly by the 
efforts of Baron Ito and the National 
Unionists, a rapprochement is now almost 
assured. The VYomsurt predicts, however, 
that all the members will not be induced 
toreturn to their allegiance, and that a 
split in the ranks of the Party will take 
place, though the seceders will probably be 
few. It further alleges that after the 
Diet rises, on the conclusion of the pend- 
ing session, Count [tagaki will become 
Minister of State for Home Affairs and 
Baron Ito will receive the portfolio of 
Foreign Affairs. It will be understood 
that we reproduce this news for what it 
may be worth. We have never, for our 
own part, believed in the permanency of 
the ruplure between the Liberals and the 
Ito Cabinet, but it appears to us that a 
renewal of the tie after so brief a period 
of division could scarcely have been anti- 
cipated. 








JHE INDUSTRIAL BANK. 
Soe ge 
The subscribers for the first issue of the 
Industrial Bank’s shares were required to 
put up one-fourth of the amount of their 
subscriptions at once. It results that the 
capital immediately flowing into the 
Bank’s coffers is as follows, the places of 
its provenance being also indicated :— 
Yen. 
87,5000 
200,000 
125,000 
175,000 
250,000 
75,000 
75,000 
250,000 
125.000 


Tokyo 
Chiba ,... 








The pettiness of these subscriptions is 
is striking, especially in the case of 
Tokyo. Nevertheless they represent a 
total of over five million yer, when the 
whole of the instalments are paid up. It 
is alleged, however, that many of the 
subscribers will be puzzled to meet the 
second call. That seems a strange 
apprehension. At all events we may 
assume that if the issue of these premium- 
bearing bonds has produced such an in- 
significant result, any attempt to float an 
ordinary loan would be signally un- 
successfy] 
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COUNT INOUVE'S EXPLANATION. 





——+ 

The prominent members of the Liberal 
Party called on Count Inouye within the 
past few days and obtained from him an 
explanation as to his financial policy. His 
Excellency said that it was a great mis- 
make to suppose that he had meddled 
with the programme of armaments’ ex- 
pansion as a whole. The fact was that a 
considerable portion of the outlays ori- 
ginally appropriated for 1896 and 18y7 
had not been expended—it had been found 
impossible to carry out the works with ihe 
rapidity originally contemplated. To add 
these unfinished portions to the previously 
designed operations for 1898, and carry out 
the whole in one year, would be quite out 
of the question. Hence a readjustment 
of the method of apportioning the outlays 
for the various years had become neces- 
sary, The new arrangement would effect 
greater equalization of the annual ex- 
penditures throughout the remainder of 
the period, but if some slight postpone- 
ments took place in the immediate future, 
there would be compensatory accelera- 
tions later on, so that the general result 
would not be altered. With regard to pro- 
ductive enterprises, the sum to be spent 
was 70 million yez, of which about one half 
would be paid out in the form of wages, 
thus increasing the purchasing power of 
the consuming classes, and accentualing 
evils from which the country was now 
suffering, namely, appreciation of prices 
and dislocation of the balance of trade. 
‘That inconvenience might not be felt so 
much if the money were drawn, in the 
first place, from the domestic market, and 
subsequently restored to it. But it was 
out of the question now to think of float- 
ing a domestic loan. Consequently the 
Government had to fall back upon the 
Indemnity, and since to obtain the money 
from that source would exercise a corres- 
pondingly disturbing effect on the market, 
it became inevitable that a slight reduc- 
tion of the expenditures on account of 
railway construction should be made. 
Count Inouye spoke also of the project 
advocated in some quarters, namely, the 
redemption of War Bonds, and ad- 
mitted that it might be necessary 
under certain dircumstances, which, how- 
ever, he evidently did not regard as now 
existing. He explained, also, that the 
plan of affording assistance to enterpris 
by means of accommodation from the I 
dustrial Bank was only a temporary ex- 
pedient. 

















RAILWAYS AND THE INDEMNITY. 
ESE 

There appear to be two sections among 
public men—we exclude political parties 
—both of whom favour some hold step on 
the Government's part to relieve the pre- 
sent distress in the money market. One 
section is headed by the Tokyo Chamber 
of Commerce; the other, by the so-called 
“business men” in the Diet and the 
manufacturing interest generally. The 
former advocate the employment of the 
Indemnity—due next month—for redeem- 
ing War Bonds; the latter recommend 
the purchase of private railways by the 
‘State. What chiefly militates against 
any general endorsement of the Indemnity 
device is that its promoters do not indi- 
cate any method of obtaining money to 
meet the outlays which would be defray- 
ed with the Indemnity were it not applied 









to the purchase of War Godele’ taking a large quantity of hydrochloric 








sume that practical men like the members 
of the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce have 
fully thought out that phase of the 
problem, but their ideas about it have not 
been clearly enunciated. So far as we 
can discover, they are satisfied to assume 
that if the Government purchases War 
Bonds now, it can easily sell them by and 
by in the foreign market. In fact, they 
recommend a foreign loan, but, 
of waiting until the prelin for 
it can be arranged, they would have 
the Government utilize the Indemnity 
at once to relieve the embarrass- 
ment of capitalists, and then proceed 
leisurely to get money abroad at a 
subsequent period. But, as we have 
said, that part of the programme lacks 
explicitness. As for the railway plan, it 
is evidently incapable of immediate reali- 
zation. Viscount Katsura, the Minister 
of War, is said to support it, and the 
National Unionists are expected to intro- 
duce, in the next session of the Diet, a 
Representation favouring it. But long 
and careful investigations and inspections 
would be necessary before the programme 
could be reduced to a practical shape, 
and the prospect of so much delay doubt- 
less deters many people. Our readers 
will observe, however, that the introduc- 
tion of foreign capital is the final goal of 
both projects. 














TRE IMPERIAL CHINESE CUSTOMS 
SERVICE. 





$= 
The W.-C. Daily News gives space to 





an article, apparently communicated, 
which contains a bitter and most un- 
seemly attack upon Sir Robert Hart. 


The writer alleges that Sir Robert’s 
only answer to the petition addressed to 
him on the subject of the Customs em- 
ploy2s’ pay has been to promote four third- 
class assistants to the rank: of Deputy 
Commissioner over the heads of 50 of 
their seniors, Of course he does not 
pretend that it is a direct answer, but he 
claims that it is Sir Robert's method of 
showing his resolve not to brook any 
interference with his autocracy. In short, 
having received a petition which by im- 
plication accuses him of arbitrarily neglec- 
ting the just claims of his subordinates, 
he replies by a defiant display of fresh 
bitrariness. The accusation is elabo- 
rated and presented in uncompromising 
language. We are astonished that the 
N.-C. Daily News gives space to such 
scandalous writing. It must know  per- 
fectly well that the Inspector-General is 
incapable of any action of the kind, and 
that if he has not yet succeeded in ob- 
taining an increase of salary for the mem- 
bers of the Service, his efforts to do so 
have been unsparing within the limits of 
prudence. Sir Robert, however, is too 
wise not to see that the composition of 
these insubordinate and graceless appeals 
to public sentiment indicates a defect 
somewhere in his system. Perhaps he 
would do well to note, too, that the Chair- 
man of the China Association in Shangha 
recently alluded to him as “a recluse in 
Peking.” No commanding officer can 
safely pass so many years without making 
a tour of inspection to the various posts 
under his contral. 























A woman named Udakawa Tatsu, 50 years 
old, living at No. 13, Nagaoka-cho, Honjo, 
Tokyo, on the 2nd instant committed suicide 

ids 
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THE“ OTHER" CONCESSIONS. 


egies oe 

The same telegram that brought intelli- 
gence of China’s engagement not to 
alienate any part of Fuhkien announced 
that the Japanese Representative in 
Peking had simultaneously obtained two 
other concessions, one relating to mining 
privileges, the other to the rescinding of 
the prohibition on the export of rice. The 
whole of the news seems to have been 
implicitly credited by the general public, 
and several vernacular newspapers have 
commented on it as true. But it now 
turns out that the only trustworthy part is 
that relating to the province of Fuhkien. 
Only one thing was asked for by Japan 
—the engagement about Fubkien. She 
submitted the request informally just a 
month ago, and after various pour-parlers 
had prepared the way, it was formally laid 
before the Zsung-/ Yameu on the 20th 
instant, China’s consent having been 
practically secured by that time. We 
mention these dates because of their 
interest in connexion with the recent 
agitation of the “ Stalwarts.” The latter 
will doubtless be disposed to conclude that 
their proceedings acted as a spur to the 
Cabinet and were directly responsible for 
the demand about Fihki But the 
Chinese Representative in Peking had his 
instruction on the subject long before the 
“ Stalwarts ” made their voice heard. As 
to the concessions about mining and rice, 
they formed no part of Japan’s demands. 
Indeed, they may be dismissed as altoge- 
ther apocryphal. Some talk about an 
engagement on the subject of mining took 
place a considerable time ago, we under- 
stand, but it never took the form of an 
engagement of any kind. The same is 
true about the export of rice. More than 
once that question has been raised, but 
quite independently of any negotiations 
growing out of the recent complications. 
China, however, is understood to remain 
obstinately conservative on the subject of 
her people’s main bread-stuff. She can 
not be persuaded to see that if they 
prefer to sell their surplus rice abroad at 
a lucrative price rather than keep it at 
home for the sake of its almost imper- 
ceptible effect in cheapening the cost for 


domestic consumers, they are entitled to 
choose freel 
































THE RUS O-CHINESk CONVENTION. 
age 


The Russo-Chinese Convention 





with 


regard to Liaotung and correlated matters, 
was signed in Peking on the 27th March, 
and a copy of it has been forwarded to | 
the 74% Shimpo by the latter's special 
correspondent in that city, 
follows :— 


It runs as 








d de- 
zg been invested with plenipotentiary 
powers by His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of 
China, and M. Pauloff, Russian Charpé d' Aff 

Pek p 





of Russia, hav: 
nonth of the 2th yeac 
Kwangsu—cor following convention 
with regard to the leasing of Pot Acthur and 
Talier 
Art. L—Iu order to provide for Russia a suit- 
able basis on the wortherw coa 
thereby to render her naval positive complete and 
secure, His Majesty the Emperor of China agrees 
hereby to lease Port Arthur and ‘Taliew together 
in adjacent waters to Russia. Provided 

eveign vights of the Middle Kingdom 
shall not be impaived by the 
Au. IL—With regard to the 
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Bat the exact li and all other det 
nected with the operation of this Conven 
be determined after consultation between the 
Chinese Representative in St, Petersburg and the 
Russian Government. Provided that, within 
the limits thus determined, Russia shall enjoy 
the rights and privileges of a lessee. 

Ait. HL—The period of the lease shall be 25 
years [rom the date of signing this Convention. 
Provided that, at the conclusion of that period, 
may be prolonged by mutual agreement between 
the contracting parties. 

Act. LV.—The district, territorial and mariti 
described in Ast. I, shall serve as a depot of 
tary and naval supplies for Russia, and the prins 
cipal officials administering its affais may be 

acting under a chief who shall have 
sponsibility. Provided, however, that 
{bear the title of gover ne 
ug inspector. The troops of the 
dom shall not be permitted to en- 
camp within the limits of the leased land, but 
civilian subjects af the Middle Kingdom shall 
Le entitled to reside there provided that they do 
not behave lawleasly. In the event of a breach of 
the law hy a Chinese subject, he shall be handed 
over to the nearest Chinese local tribunal for 
judgment and the infliction of a penalty. All 
details relating (o the administeation of justice 
Shall be determined in accordance with the Russo- 
= Chinese Treaty of 1860 (the roth year of Hien 
fui 











































2). 
Art, V.—Beyond the northern boundary of the 
leased land an uninhabited space shall be left, its 
limits to be heseafter determined by the Chi 
Representative in St. Petersburg and the Russian 
Government in consultation, All affairs withio 
this space shall be under the control of Chinese 
officials, but Chines®@troops may not enter there 
except after consultation with the Russian autho- 
tities. 

Art. VI—The contracting parties agree to 
regard Port Arthur as a naval station, It shall 
be used by Russian and Chinese ships only, and 
neither the men-of-war nor the merchant-men of 
any ol Power shall have acce Similarly, 
in the case of Talien Bay, one part shall serve as 
& naval station for the war-ships of China and 
Russia, but the rest shall be a commercial port, 
open for the ingress and egress of the ships of all 
nations, 

Act. VIL—In 
Arthur and Ta 
struct, at her own expense, whatever barracks 
and forts may be tequited, and to adopt whatever 
other means ate necessary, for the defence of 
those places. 
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—It shall be permitted to consteuct & 
a point in the part of the Tr 
ng of which C 
gave her consent in 1896, to Talien, all the details 
of construction to be in accordance with the 
wese system of Manchurian lines, Moreover, a 
ch ofthe line so constructed may be carried 
feo some place midway between Yangtsze (News 
chwany) and the Yalu River to a convenient point 
on the sea coast, All details relating to the direc. 
tin of the roads and their building shall be settled 
by the Chinese: Repressutative in St_ Petersburg 
vation with the Director of the | 

1 Railway. 


























Provided that the Russian Go- 
ly engages that there shall be no 
fy C 





tive from the day of its conclusion, and the tatific 
_ Cations shall be exchanged in St, Petersburg. 
The above appears to have been rendered 
from the Chinese into Japanese, so that our 
interpretation is only a translation from a 
a translation, and can not be relied on for 


accuracy. One very important point, 
however, appears quite plain, namely, 
that a portion of Talien Bay is to be con- 
verted into a naval station accessible to 
Chinese and Russian war-ships only. That 
is a new feature of an open port. Another 
interesting point is that there is tobe a 
branch of the Liaotung railway, leading 
from a point mid-way between Newchwang 
and the mouth of the Yalu to the sea 
What sea is contemplated we can not yet 
tell—whether the Gulf of Pechili or the 
Yellow Sea. If the former Newchwang 
will probably be the objective point. If 
the latter, the line will probably traverse 
Southern Shinking and emerge at Taku- 
shan, which is about 25 miles west of the 


mouth of the Yalu. C 








s-}spect of protective armour. 


THE FIR\T ENGAGEMENT. 


pe = 
Tuesday, May 3rd. 

The telegraph on Monday brought news 
of the first naval engagement between the 
American and Spanish squadrons. The 
Spanish ships, we are told, were almost 
completely destroyed, with very heavy 
loss of life, the American vessels also 
suffering more or less. It is a singularly 
unsatisfactory telegram, for it affords no 
information whatever as to the place where 
the fight took place or how many ships 
were engaged. “ The Spanish squadron 
in Manila” are the words used. It is 
not to be supposed, however, that the 
Spanish vessels lay quietly in Manila to 
be bombarded. ‘Their programme would 
have been to cruise off the mouth of the 
Pasig so as cover the anchorage from 
attack, and the probability is, therefore, 
that the battle took place within afew 
miles of Luzon. Its result could never 
have been in doubt, for the Spanish force 
was inferior at every point to the Ameri- 
can, The squadrons were probably com- 
posed as follows :— 
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The great advantage of the Ameri 
ships is in point of quick-firing guns, the 
quick-firers on the Spanish side being all 
of comparatively small calibre. The Ame- 
rican ships-are also much superior in re- 
We judge 
from the telegram that the Spaniards 
fought gallantly. ‘That, indeed, might 
have been expected, But they never 
had any chance. It must be confessed 
that these operations at the Philip- 
pines furnish much ground for apprehen- 
sion. Commodore Dewey has no force 
at his command to preserve order in the 
islands, and it is more than probable that 
the destruction of the Spanish squadron 
and fortifications will be the signal for 
another outburst of rebellion against 
which the Spanish troops will now find 
great difhcully in making head. 















Wednesday, May 4th. 

Nothing could be more unsatisfactory 
than the particulars thus far received of 
the naval operations at the Philippines. 
We remain in doubt even as to the im- 
portant question, where was the original 
engagement fought. Our own impression, 
as stated when the first news came to 
hand, was that the fight did not take place 
within the Bay of Manila, but at some 
point outside, and such would seem to be 
the truth, though it must be confessed that 
things are still very vague. The entrance 


gle c 














to the Bay of Manila is through a com- 
paratively narrow channel, the navigable 
dimensions of which are still further 
reduced by the islands of Corregidor and 
Faile. This channel was defended by 
torpedoes and mines, and could not have 
been attempted by ships under fire. The 
town of Manila lies some 25 miles distant 
from the entrance of the Bay. Now as 
we know that Manila fell ultimately with- 
in range of the guns of the United States 
Squadron, it follows that the latter must 
have effected an entrance into the Bay. 
The wisest plan of defence for the Spain- 
ards, we imagine, would have been to 
keep their ships within the Bay and use 
them for cannonading vessels attempting 
to find a passage through the torpedoes 


at the entrance, Military obstacles 
are not intended merely to check 
an enemy’s advance. Torpedoes and 


mines, if skilfully used, may, indeed, 
not only check his advance but disable 
him completely. Still no system of ob- 
stacles has ever yet been contrived which 
aresolute assailant can not remove, or 
render innocuous, if he has ample time at 
his disposal. Hence every military engi- 
neer, when planning obstacles, is careful 
to fulfil the essential condition of such 
devices, namely, that an enemy while 
attempting to destroy or negotiate them 
shall be continually under fire. Provision 
in that sense was partially made at the en- 
trance to Manila bay by means of batteries 








_|on the islands of Corregidor and Faile, but 
“lof course the defences would have been 


immensely strengthened had all the avail- 
able ships-of-war been disposed in such a 
manner as to be able to concentrate their 
fire on the site of the torpedoes and mines 
without being themselves exposed to the 
cannonade of vessels outside. That does 
hot appear to have been the method 
pursued at Manila, however, and doubtless 
there were good reasons for departing 
from the fundamental rule of defensive 
works. So far as we can understand from 
the meagre intelligence thus far received, 
the Spanish Squadron of four vessels-— 
probably the Cas#il/a (wooden cruiser, 
3:342 tons), the Reina Christina (steel 
cruiser, 3,500 tons), the /slade Fusan 
(steel cruiser, 1,030 tons) and the /s/a 
de Cuba (steel cruiser, 1,030 tons)— 
was cruising along the coast to the north 
of Manila when it encountered the United 
States Sqnadron— the Olympia (steel 
cruiser, 5,800 tons), the Detroit (steel 
cruiser, 2,000 tons), the Raleigh (steel 
cruiser, 3,183 tons), the Boston (steel 
3,000 tous), the Concord (steel 
1,700 tous) and the Petred (steel 
cruiser, 890 tons). In the engagement, 
which is said to have lasted only one hour, 
two of the Spanish ships were blown up 
(the Reina Christina aud another), and 
two escaped to Manila in a partially dis- 
abled condition, and made for the river 
Pasig, where the other craft flying the 
Spanish flag were probably lying. Com- 
modore Dewey’s Squadron was then able 
to remove the torpedoes and get into the 
Bay, having first silenced the batteries. 
It_has been stated in two telegrams that 
“ Pachini ” was occupied—so, at least the 
transliterated name reads—but unless 
“Pachini” be an incorrect rendering of 
‘Faile,” we have no clue to its where- 
abouts. Some suggest that ‘‘batteries” 
was the word telegraphed, but we think it 
most unlikely that the Japanese syllabary 
would have been employed to transmit an 
English word is original form when the 
simple apd unmistakable translation hodai 
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was available. After entering the Bay, 
the first object of Commodore Dewey 
would have been to complete the destruc- 
tion of the Spanish Squadron, and the 
projectiles directed against the vessels 
lying in the Pasig doubtless set fire to the 
town of Manila. It is out of the question, 
of course, that any bombardment of the 
town was deliberately undertaken. Such 
appears to have been the sequence of 
events, but it is virtually all guesswork. 





FAPAN AND 71HE H'ISPANO. 
AMERICAN WAR, 
et ig es 

The Japanese Government having issued 
adeclaration of neutrality in conformity 
with the rules of international law, the 
Minister of State for the Navy has given 
instructions to the effect that steps must 
be taken lo guard against the use of any 
of the open ports, or any harbour in For- 
mosa and the Pescadores, for the export of 
contraband of war, or for any purpose 
connected with belligerent operations. 
The disposition of the naval forces re- 
quired to give effect to these instructions 
is to be determined by the officers in com- 
mand at the Yokosuka, Kure, and Saseho 
admiralties, and the Governor-General 
of Formosa. 





The only point of special interest in 
the rules enacted by the Japanese Go- 
vernment for the enforcement of neutra- 
lity is that men-of-war of the belligerents 
are allowed to procure in Japanese har- 
bours a supply of coal sufficient to take 
them to the nearest port of their own 
country. That regulation might work 
very conveniently for the ships of the 
United States, for they could obtain at 
Nagasaki coal sufficient to carry them 
across the Pacific, whereas a Spanish 
vessel could obtain only enough for the 
voyage to Luzon. Spanish vessels, how- 
ever, are out of the reckoning for the pre- 
sent, at all events. Such of them as are 
not completely disabled appear to. be 
blockaded in the harbour at Cavité. Pri- 
vateers may appear upon the scene, but 
the rules distinguish between privateers 
and ships used for warlike purposes, the for- 
mer not being permitted to enter Japanese 
territorial waters except under stress of 
weather, ordisablement, or owing to lack of 
articles indispensable to navigation. Coal 
is an article indispensable to navigation, 
but coal—within the limitations mentioned 
above—is to be supplied only to“ men- 
of-war and other ships used for warlike 
purposes,” from which category privateers 
are excluded. We congratulate Japan 
upon this rule, though it follows as a 
matter of course from her adoption of the 
Paris Conference’s principles, It is a 
disgrace to civilization that armed  out- 
rages against private property should be 
perpetrated, as they are now perpetrated, 
by war-ships of the United States and 
Spain. The United States has eschewed 
privateering, but suffers its warships to 
pursue and capture Spanish merchantmen, 
the Spaniards adopting the same tactics. 
It seems to us that there is no difference 
between such proceedings and the de- 
struction of private houses or the robbery 
of private warehouses. War is bad 
enough without the addition of such bar- 
barous features. 

















On the 3rd inst. a toreign firm in Yokohama 
received a telegiam from Hongkong to the 








effect that the price of tice is lower by 31 
4 percent. pe. by ( O gle to the volume of Japan's 
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7HE RICE PROBLEM, 
ae see 

The concession reported to have been 
obtained by Japan from China regarding 
the export of rice is a mere canard, but it 
re-directs attention to a question of great 
importance to this country. The diffi- 
culty that Japan is beginning to ex- 
perience in providing herself with food 
can not be even approximately measured 
by the discrepancy between the rapid 
growth of her population and the slow 
extension of her rice-growing area. A 
sufficiently disquieting prospect is, indeed, 
suggested by the latter statistics alone, 
but the truth is that the number of rice- 
eaters has increased of late years with 
rapidity enormously disproportionate to 
the increase of the population, In pro- 
vincial districts where, thirty years ago, 
nine persons out of every ten regarded 
pure rice as a rarely attainable luxury, 
and were content to live, from year’s end 
to year’s end, on barley alone, or barley 
mixed with a modicum of rice, six persons 
out of every ten now count it a hardship 
if they can not sit down to at least one 
square meal of unadulterated rice daily. 
That is one of the chief reasons why 
the price of rice has steadily appreciated 
during the past two decades, until it 
stands to-day ata figure quite the treble 
of its quotation in 1875. ‘Think how 
busily the brains of political economists 
in England would be cudgelled were 
the people required to pay a shilling for 
the loaf that cost only four pence twenty 
years ago. Yet that is precisely what has 
happened in Japan—neither more nor less, 
Is it difficult to understand not only why 
such an appreciation of the cereal’s value 
has taken place but also why the prices of 
commodities in general have appreciated 
simultaneously ? More than once statistics 
have been adduced in these columns to 
show that that if the agricultural classes in 
Japan—and they constitute the great bulk 
of the nation—were taxed to-day accord- 
ing to the scale of taxation in feudal times, 
they would be paying from six to seven 
times as much as they are actually paying. 
Can there be any doubt that such a con 
spicuous lightening of their burdens has 
sensibly affected their prosperity? There 
are publicists who affirm that a plethora 
of media of exchange and the scattering 
of large sums of money among the con- 
suming classes in connexion with the war 
and the post-Jellum measures have caused 
the appreciation of rice and of commodi- 
ties in general, We do not ourselves 
believe that there is any plethora of cur- 
rency in Japan. Here are some compara- 
live figures :— 











Amount of currency per capita in various comm 
ties. 





Japan 





33, 
It must be remembered, too, that in every 
one of the Occidental countries shown 
the above table, the system of credit is 
more highly developed than it is in Japan, 
aud the work thrown upon the currency 
is correspondingly lighter, There is a 
critic who writes from Yokohama to the 
London Economist. On two or three occa- 

















sions he has referred in terms almost of| 
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a) 
vency, 











as though the point of saturation had been 
far passed. We wonder whether it ever 
occurred to him to construct a table like 
the above ; or by what process of reaso- 
ning he arrives at the conclusion that 
media of exchange are so redundant 
in this country. There can be no doubt, 
of course, that the great sums of money 
distributed among the consuming classes 
in connexion with the war must have 
influenced the prices of commodities. But, 
after all, the magnitude of that factor of 
disturbance is not so striking as many 
Japanese writers affirm. The whole out- 
lay on account of the war was 230 million 
yen. Of that total, 130 millions were 
drawn from the nation’s store of floating 
capital, and would probably have been 
invested in industrial and commercial 
enterprises had they been available for 
such a purpose. In other words, 130 
millions would have reached the pockets 
of the consuming classes independently of 
the war. By how much, then, did the 
war actually increase the purchasing power 
of the consuming classes? Probably by 
less than 100 million yen—a great deal 
less, we imagine, but let us say 100 
millions, Such a sum is a mere trifle 
when measured by the arithmetic of the 
taxes. It is estimated that the total 
annual income of the classes who live by 
the land in Japan does not exceed 1,000 
million yen. Some statisticians put the 
figure much lower, but our own calculations 
indicate about goo millions, We take the 


estimate of 1,000 millions, therefore, in 
order to err on the right s 
all, 


ide if we err at 
Now out of that income of 1,000 
ions, the taxes actually paid are 38 
millions, approximately, whereas, if the 
rates of former times were exacted, the 
land-owners would have to pay about 280 
millions, Here we havea difference of 
242 million yen, or nearly a quarter of the 
landowners’ total income. The effect of 
that change, operating as it does year 
after year, is plainly very great. The 
people, having so much more money to 
spend on rice, have ceased to regard it as 
a luxury and now count it among the 
necessaries of life. Increased demand has, 
therefore, pushed up the price, and, as an 
inevitable consequence, the prices of all 
other commodities have risen correspond- 
ingly, for rice is still, and has always 
been, the real measure of value in Japan. 
If the artizan and the merchant must pay 
more for their rice, they want to sell 
their manufactures and goods at propor- 
tionately higher rates, and so one thing 
reacts upon another. ‘This rapid ap- 
preciation of prices—in other words this 
greatly enhanced cost of living—handicaps 
Japan’ very heavily in her industrial and 
commercial competition with other coun- 
tries. If the supply of rice could be 
doubled, the nation’s prospects would be 
immensely improved. Such considerations 
show the importance of providing that the 
Chinese cereal shall be always available. 
There used at one time to be a universal 
prejudice against Chinese rice, and even 
how no Japanese will eat it if he can get 
home-grown grain. But that partiality 
grows weaker every year. ‘Thousands of 
dainty palates have become reconciled to 
a.mixture of the Japanese and the Chinese 
cereals, and necessity will constantly 
operate to render folks less fastidious. 
‘The rice problem with all its far-reaching 
corollaries may well occupy the attention 
of Japanese statesmen, and suggest the 
wisdom,of precautions such as keeping the 
‘Chinese source of supply always open. 
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THE QUESTION OF THE DAF. 
+ 


In a very brief ‘period a large section of 
the nation may be said to have declared 
in favour of raising a foreign loan for the 
purpose of purchasing the private railways 
and placing them in the hands of the State. 
When Count Itagaki first made public his 
advocacy of that course, he was careful 
to represent himself as a private indivi- 
dual, not as the spokesman of the Liberal 
Party. But he has now assumed a different 
tone. It will be remembered that his 
original utterances were made to a meet- 
ing of “ business men” who came together 
at his invitation. The same business men 
reciprocated by getting up an entertain- 
ment in his honour at the Imperial Hotel 
on the 2nd instant, and on that occasion 
Count Itagaki declared that not only the 
Liberal Party, but also the National 
Unionists, were in favour of the project ; 
that a measure in that sense would be 
introduced in the next session of the 
Diet, and that it would certainly be 
carried by a majority. These important 
statements occurred in the course of an 
address in which the speaker referred, 
also, to the satisfaction he experienced 
in finding that cordial and céoperative 
relations had been established between 
the Liberals and the business men, and 
in which he further offered an explana- 
tion of the policy of the Liberals in sup- 
porting the extensive scheme of arma- 
ments expansion whose dimensions had 
been more or less criticised by the busi- 
ness men, There was some talk of 
appointing a committee of business men 
—over fifty of them attended the meeting 
—for the purpose of investigating the 
question, but, on the motion of Mr. Inouye 
Kakugoro, it was decided that the sense 
of the business men should be obtained 
by means of a circular. There can be 
no doubt, however, that this question has 
now entered the field of practical politics. 
It would be interesting to know whether 
the Liberals entertained any such pro- 
gramme when they were still in alliance 
with the Cabinet, or whether their con- 
demnation of what they call the “negative” 





- financial policy of the Administration has 


taken the practical form of State-owned 
railways and the introduction of foreign 
capital. 


The Liberal organ (Zokyo Shimbun) has 
a paragraph combating the criticism of the 
Progression namely, that thi 
scheme is prompted simply by a spe 
tive desire to improve the price of shares. 
Our contemporary uses very general terms, 
but if its representation of the conditions 
existing in industrial and commercial 
circles be even approximately correct, 
there is very great embarrassment, and 
nothing short of a wholesale measure will 
save the situation. 




















PRESIDENCY OF 1HE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 


+ 

It is believed that the Liberals and 
National Unionists have agreed to put up 
Mr. Kataoka Kenkichi for President, and 
Mr. Hotoda Hajime for Vice-Pre! 
the new House of Representatives. The 
former is a prominent member of the 
Liberal Party ; the latter, of the National 
Unionists, The candidates for whom the 
Progressists will vote are Dr, Hatoyama 














Kazuo as President and Mr. Taguchi 
Ukichi as Vice-President. It has never 
been found that 


the ein Gey 
Digitized 


President and Vice-President constituted 
a certain guide to the relative strength 
of parties in the House, but Tokyo jour- 
nalists seem to think that the election 





in this session will be an important 
index as showing the inclination of 
the business men and the indepen- 


dents who hold the balance of power. We 
imagine that there can not be much doubt 
about the business men. Count Itagaki’s 
State-railway policy has won them com- 
pletely. 








THE LIBERALS AND THE FAR 
EASTERN QUESTION. 
+ 

A general meeting of Liberal members 
of the Diet was held on the goth ultimo, 
under the presidency of the Count Itagaki. 
It is stated that some 65 members were 
present, but their debate is not reported. 
Three resolutions were submitted by the 
Committee and unanimously adopted. We 
translate them from the columns of the 
Tokyo Shimbun (Liberal Organ) :-— 

1. With reference to the leasing of impartant 
positions in China by the Great Powers of the 
West, there is at present no necessity for our 
cou to offer any protest. 

2. Suitable steps should be at once taken for 
preserving the peace of the East and maintaining 
the balance of power, 

3. Every effort should be made to induce China 
and Korea to adopt material civilization (bummei 
no jibutsu). 

Mr. Kataoka Kenkichi and two others 
were elected to form a deputation for the 
purpose of submitting these resolutions to 
the Premier and explaining their import. 
It is evident that considerable explanation 
is required, for while the first resolution is 
in direct opposition to the views enunci- 
ated by the Progressists and consequently 
presents no obscurity, the second indicates 
some programme which the public will be 
very curious to see unfolded. One thing, 
however, is made quite plain by the re- 
solutions, namely, that the Liberals have 
no sympathy with the “ strong-foreign- 
policy ” agitators, and that, consequently, 
any attempt on the part of the latter to 
impeach the Cabinet in the Diet will be a 
failure. 























ENGLISH WOMEN AS CHINESE 
WIVES. 





pie is 

Sir Halliday Macartney has penned a 
justly indignant protest against the curious 
action of the V.-C. Dasly News in attemp- 
ting to hold him responsible for mar- 


“|riages contracted between English wo- 


men and Chinese subjects. It may be 
remembered that the Shanghai journal's 
indignation was raised on behalf of four 
most unhappy English girls who were 
deserted by their Chinese husbands in 
Shanghai and left in a state of destitution. 
“Some” of the husbands were said to 
have been members of the Chinese Lega- 
tionin London, and in view of that fact the 
W.-C. Daily News was betrayed into re- 
marks about Sir Halliday that could scarce- 
ly have been penned unless some malice 
prepense existed. Sir Halliday comments 


Jon the significant fact that not one of the 


husbands’ names was.given by the Shang- 
hai journal, and then goes on to show that 
only once during his twenty-two years of 
service at the Legation has he been 
consulted about a marriage between an 
English woman and a Chinese man, and 
that only twice has the knowledge of such 
marriages come to him, in both cases post 
factum. ‘The charge was indeed most ex- 
tr om as we noted at the time. 














THE REVISED TREATIES. 


os 

In referring to the very wholesale 
criticism of the Revised Anglo-Japanese 
Treaty penued by the author of “ Things 
Japanese,” we might have mentioned two 
points which will probably interest him 
and his readers. He thinks it remarkable 
that such a treaty should have been con- 
cluded by England except in the sequel of 
a war of defeat, and he attributes, by im- 
plication, the supposed defects of the 
document to the fact that it was negotia- 
ted in London where little knowledge 
existed on the subject. As to the former 
point, the critic and his fellow thinkers 
seem to forget that the object of the 
compilers of the Treaty was to place 
Japan on something like an equal footing 
with European States, so far, at any rate, 
as the essential forms of international 
intercourse are concerned. The Treaty 
was therefore drafted upon the lines of 
similar covenants between the civilized, 
independent States of Europe. The 
author of ‘Things Japanese” and 
certain other critics would have preferred 
a very much fuller covenant, securing to 
foreigners various privileges and immuni- 
ties of which no mention appears in the 
Treaty. That would certainly have been 
very pleasant. We should all have liked 
it. But a document of that nature would 
have been a novelty; a radical departure 
from the kind of agreement sanctioned by 
precedent in Europe. Japan would never 
have accepted it. She would have justly 
objected that it differentiated her from the 
nations of Christendom quite as emphati- 
cally as the old Treaty differentiates her. 
Concerning the second point, namely, that 
the Revised Treaty was the result of 
London’s ignorance, the critics will pro- 
bably be surprised to learn that, in all its 
main features, the document was simply a 
replica of the draft elaborated and accepted 
by all the Western Powers consulting at 
the Foreign Office in Tokyo during the 
celebrated three-years’ negotiations of 
1885, 1886, and 1887. The lines of the 
latter draft were purposely followed as 
closely as possible by the London 
negotiators of 1893-4, in order to obtain a 
document which would be tolerably sure 
of universal endorsement. It seems to us 
that if the author of ‘* Things Japanese ” 
had devoted five minutes to conversing 
with some of the persons who possess a 
knowledge of the facts relating to the 
Treaty, he would have saved himself pen- 
ning a criticism which doubtless he now 
regrets very sincerely. 























COUNT KABAPAMA, 
UNE KABA TAI 


Count Kabayama, Minister of Home 
Affairs in the former Cabinet, is now in 
Kagoshima. It will be remembered that 
he was represented by rumour as having 
contrived, or cdoperated in, various 
schemes for effecting a disruption between 
the Matsukata Cabinet and the Progres- 
sists, and that he was even suspected of 
entertaining a plan to organize a“ military- 
force” ministry. No one acquainted in- 
timately with Count Kabayama could have 
attributed such intentions to him, He 
probably felt considerably hurt at the im- 
putations, for he left the capital after the 
fall of the Matsukata Ministry and has 
been little heard of lately. His voice 
reaches us now, however, from Kagoshima 
through the columns of the Zokyo Asahi. 
He strongly condemns the conduct of 
politiciiig| iwi [ag altacks upon 
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the Cabinet in the field of foreign affairs. 
The one thing above all others that party 
agitators should refrain from making 
capital of is the country’s foreign policy. 
After laying down that thoroughly sound 
maxim, the Count went on to pay a very 
high tribute to Marquis Ito. He said that 
no man is free from faults and probably 
Marquis Ito has some, but that, taken all 
round, the country has no statesman like 
him for either foreign or domestic affairs. 
The trouble is that he has no colleagues 
to support him loyally and intelligently, 
and that the nation, instead of uniting to 
strengthen and sustain him, was, in some 
sections, lukewarm if not hostile. With 
regard to the present Cabinet, it was not 
Marquis Ito’s ideal. He had organized it 
as a makeshift, and if any statesman could 
put together a Ministry stronger and better 
suited to the needs of the time, the 
Marquis would doubtless hand over the 
reins of office without hesitation, Mean- 
while it was probable that some minor 
changes in the composition of the Cabinet 
would be found inevitable. 


7HE OLD QUESTION. 
+ 
Once against the old question of party 
cabinets is paraded in its rusty uniform, 
and with all pomp and ceremony thrust 
into the forefront of the political fight. It 
is a weary question. Party cabinets have 
to come : that is quite certain, and, though 
the route by which they are to arrive 
seemed interesting at one time, the 
nation is at present confronted by pro- 
blems of so much greater immediate 
importance that it must be indisposed 
to turn again to the ancient cause of dis- 
pute. We do not think, indeed, that 
there is any prospect of the question's 
becoming vital just now, but still in pur- 
suance of our business as recorders of 
current events, we note its re-appearance 
upon the scene. Count Ilagaki, speaking 
at_a meeting of his Party last Tuesday, 
said that the Ito Cabinet was not a party 
Cabinet; that it had, indeed, departed 
from the principle of party Cabinets. 
“Nevertheless,” he added, ‘that fact 
alone did not constitute a reason for at- 
tacking it. If the Liberals were to attack 
a Ministry merely because it was not or- 
ganized on party lines, how would they 
proceed towards a Cabinet organized by 
the Progressists, for example.” Such a 
statement seems to involve the idea that a 
Ministry may be efficient and satisfactory 
though standing aloof from political parties. 
So Count Itagaki is roundly criticized by 
the Progressist organs, and accused of de- 
serting the colours under which he and 
his followers have fought so long. 














Concerning the above, the Fiji Shimpo 
alleges that a conviction is more or less 
prevalent among the Liberals that the 
time for genuine party government has 
not yet arrived. There is no one party 
strong enough to organise a stable Cabi- 
net, and if the attempt, being made, were 
to end in failure, the clan statesmen would 
recover a stronger grasp of power than 
ever. The Liberals have now learned 
that Count Inouye’s financial policy is not 
negative, and that they have no reason to 
complain of it. On the other hand, they 
endorse the Cabinet’s foreign policy. 
Hence there is no reason why they should 
attack the Ministry except on the vague 
principle of party government, a principle 
which they are not themselves able to put 
into practice 


THE IMPERIAL GARDEN PARTY. 
woe eps 

It was announced on the invitation cards 
to the Imperial Garden Party on the 28th 
ultimo that, in the event of rain, the Party 
would be abandoned. When, therefore, 
rain began to fall heayily i in the forenoon, 
most of those who had the honour of be- 
ing invited must have abandoned all 
hope. A momentary semblance of sky- 
clearing in the afternoon, however, in- 
duced a number of persons to repair to 
the Shiba Detached Palace. But very 
soon the clouds closed again overhead 
and the rain poured down unceasingly, so 
that the Imperial Princes who had come 
to welcome the guests in the absence of 
the Emperor and Empress, made only a 
brief stay, and the Party degenerated into 
a mere calling and leaving of cards. It 
was particularly disappointing, doubtless, 
in another respect also, for instead of the 
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gorgeous invitation cards hitherto issued 
with the Imperial crest embossed in 
gold and hearing the names of the 
Emperor and Empress — cards which 
were preserved by the guests as valued 
souvenirs — small, insignificant tickgts 
did duty on this occasion, and their 
holders were directed to surrender them 
at the entrance to the Palace. The 
Japanese Imperial Garden Parties have 
become one of the features of the country, 
and many tourists, if they do not come to 
Japan expressly to be present at them, 
certainly time their arrival so as to be 
here at the proper season. It is stated 
that between fifty and sixty names were 
sent in from one legation, and we suspect 
that a number of the applicants were not 
a little chagrined at not being able to 
carry off the usual memento. We do not 
sympathise with them ourselves, but that 
is another matter. 








PRINCE HENKY IN SHANGHATL. 
EE 
Prince Henry of Prussia had a busy, 
and apparently a pleasant, time in Shang- 
hai. The German Consul-General enter- 
tained His Royal Highness at dinner and 
afterwards the Prince held a reception at 
the Consulate, about 150 persons being 
specially invited. A public tiffin was given 
in honour of the Prince in Chang Su-ho’s 
garden; and a ball at the Club Concordia 
the same evening. ‘The following day— 
Wednesday, 2oth—he lunched on board 
the Prins Heinrich and in the evening a 
grand torchlight procession was organized. 
On the 21st His Royal Highness inspected 
the German-drilled Chinese troops at 
Woosung, and seems to have found them 
very proficient. the North-China Daily 
News says : 
Their Excellencies Governor K’uei and Provin- 
cial Treasurer Nieh have prepared some very ex 
pensive and tare ancient works of art for presen- 
ec Henty of Prussia, The first 
I will present a vumber of milkewhite 
jade carvings and ancient gold wok. H.E. 
Nieh’s presents consist of a tare and valuable 
dak-coloured jade sceptre of the Han dynasty, 
nearly 2,000 years old, and some fifteen pieces ul 
ceramic art of the Tang dynasty which existed 
some twelve centuries ago, all of them being mos! 
tastefully and expensively set upon stands and 
enclosed in boxes of beautifully polished red wood 
lined with brovze and snuff-coloured satin, The 
lastenamed official is said to have spent some Tis, 
30,000 upon his tribute to Prince Henry, 
Twelve genuine specimens of keramic 
ware dating from the Tang dynasty are 
indeed a treasure. We wonder whether 
Prince Henry cares for such things. They 
certainly will not appeal to his sense of 


























The “stalwarts” continue to cry out 
that Amoy must be leased by Japan, and 
some of them are now prepared to declare 
that the Japanese Government actually 
asked for that place and oblained only a 
promise that the province in which it is 
situated should not be made over to any 
foreign Power. The assertion seems to 
us as extravagant as the project is absurd, 
and we congratulate the Nicht Nichs Shim- 
bun on ridiculing the whole affair. Not one 
of the four Powers which have obtained 
leases of harbours and lands in China 
during the past few months has dreamed 
of asking for a port already open to the 
commerce of the world. If any Govern- 
ment were fatuous enough to formulate 
such a request, it would find itself vehe- 
mently opposed by all the Powers whose 
subjects or citizens had vested interests 
at the port in question. Nothing has sur- 
prised us so much as to find a journal like 
the ¥ji Shimpo lending the weight of its 
great influence to popularise this outcry 
of a section of the “ statwarts.” We could 
understand a proposal for the lease of 
Takushan, which virtually commands the 
mouth of the Yalu River, is not without 
considerable tradal prospects, and lies 
within the “sphere” which events seem 
to be mapping out for Japan. But to 
think of asking for Amoy is mere chil- 
dishness. 

The “Stalwarts”’ held another meeting 
in the Nakamura-ro on the Ist instant. 
There were nearly 300 persons present, 
and several speeches were delivered, but 
beyond the fact that the Government’s 
“weak " foreign policy was denounced, it 
is difficult to discover what took place. Mr. 
Komuchi Tomotsune distinguished him- 
self. He argued that in seeking and obtain- 
ing an engagement from Chiia about the 
non-alienation of any part of the province 
of Fuhkien, the Cabinet by implication 
declared its willingness that all other 
provinces and districts in China might be 
leased or ceded to foreign Powers. Thus. 
the engagement became an additional 
factor of disturbance. Apparently this 
politician would not be content with any- 
thing less than a guarantee for the in- 
tegrily of the whole Chinese empire, just 
as his fellow-politicians ‘aim at driving 
Russia and Germany out of Liaotung and 
Shantung. 











A DECLARATION OF POLICY. 
—~~¢— 

There has arisen a secret hope in the 
breasts of many foreign residents that the 
severance of relations between the Cabi- 
net and the Liberals may imperil the 
passage of the Civil Code through the 
Diet and thus result in a postponement of 
the much-dreaded event, the abolition of 
Consular Jurisdiction, As individuals all 
units of the Settlement Communities may 
be excused for harbouring that hope. If 
Japan herself assume the responsibility of 
postponing the operation of the Revised 
Treaties, the foreign residents would be 
justified in rejoicing, supposing them to 
be really disturbed by apprehensions ; 
a supposition which we, for our‘own part, 
find much difficulty in entertaining. The 
question then is, will the disaffection of 
the Liberals affect the passing of the 















Code? Evidently not. Count Itagaki 
has just delivered to the members 
of his Party a speech which is con- 
Oclagive! ‘oHMthe subject. The Party, 
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he said, originally formed a coalition with 
the Ito Cabinet in pursuance of the gene: 
ral principle of Parliamentary mandates 
and for the special purpose of carrying 
out the post-bellum measures, which were 
of paramount national importance. They 
were willing to continue the alliance, but 
Marquis Ito had declined to entertain their 
reasonable proposals, and they had no 
choice but to sever the connexion. They 
were now independent. It did not follow 
that because they had broken off one 
relation they must cement auother, or 
that because they were not united with 
the Cabinet, they must unreasoningly 
oppose all its measures. For years past 
the Party had been pledged to the principle 
of Treaty Revision. In order to consum- 
mate that object, it was necessary that 
the remaining portion of the Civil Code 
must be passed without delay through the 
Diet in the approaching session. The 
Party would devote its energies to that 
end. 


Passing on, then, to speak of other 
matters, Count Itagaki said that there 
were strong reasons to be dissatisfied 
with the manner of conducting the last 
general elections. It was now quite plain 
that the present system needed reform, 
and a bill would be introduced next session 
for that purpose. The leading features of 
the measure would be the lowering of the 
property-qualification for voters from 15 
yen of direct taxes to 5 yer; the recasting 
of electoral districts so that their limits 
should coincide with those of cities and 
prefectures; adoption of the system of 
unsigned ballots, and an increase of the 
number of members to 560. His idea 
was that if the bill passed through the 
Diet in the extraordinary session now 
about to open, the general elections on the 
reformed lines might be held at once, so 
as to enable the new representatives to 
meet next December in Tokyo. 











Concerning the strength of the Party, 
the Count said that the National Unionists 
and the Business Men were with them, so 
that they could count on a majorily in the 
House. In connexion with that, he refer- 


red to the third plank in the Party’s pre-| 


sent platform, namely, the introduction of 
foreign capital. No reasonable doubt 
could be entertained that such a step was 
absolutely necessary at this juncture. 
The State purchase of private railways 
was the best way to manage the matter. 
State ownership of railways was unques- 
tionably the wisest principle, and its prac- 
tical adoption might now be combined 
with the supply of a crying want. 
hypothecating the railways there 
little doubt that foreign capital might be 
obtained at 3} per cent. interest. 











With respect to the Cabinet, Count 
Itagaki practically threw his glove in 
Marquis Ito’s face. He said that the 
Marquis was a fool for not yielding ; that 
he would have to yield ; that if he did not, 
his Cabinet could not stand, and that now 
was the time to make hinw yield. The 
Liberal Party had three grounds of com- 
plaint against the Ministry. The first was 
the matter of the elections: the promised 
policy of strict neutrality and suppression 
of all malpractices had not been carried 
oul. The second was connected with 
finance. Count Inouye’s financial policy 
was certainly of a negative character, and 
consequently opposed to the policy ad- 
vocated by the Liberals. The third was 
in the matter of party Cabinets. rquis 

Digitiz } 
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Ito had pledged himself to build his Cabinet 
on the foundation of a political party. He 
had not done so. Events would indicate 
the nature of the measures to be adopted 
by the Liberals in consequence. 





THE HACKNEVED SNEER. 
Ji 

“At the same time,” says the Fapan 
Gasette, “the German sneer that there is 
never less danger of war than when. Eng- 
lish statesmen use the word, is given 
point.” Such things are very easy to 
write, and we presume that some English- 
men are so curiously constituted as to find 
pleasure in writing and reading them. 
But setting aside flippant jibes and turn- 
ing to practical common sense, we should 
like to hear a statement of the justifica- 
tion, or even the excuse, that England 
could have found for going to war in con- 
nexion with recent events. Will any of 
the flouters and jeerers take pen in hand, 
and soberly tell us when, where. and why 
England should have drawn the sword. 
We want a working theory, not a mere 
frpth of verbosity. What reason had Eng- 
land to go to war? With whom should 
she have fought? On what occasion? It 
is impossible to show that any valid cause 
existed for recourse to arms—quite im- 
possible. There was excitement in Eng- 
land on receipt of false and sensational 
news about Russia’s proceedings and in- 
tentions, but to say that the excited mood 
should have been translated into bellicose 
action after the absence of all just cause 
for passion or violence had been dis- 
covered, is really toe silly. 














Concerning any sneer that may have 
been uttered by German statesmen at 
England's expense, not much need be 
said. We daresay the Germans, after 
their “ Mailed Fist’ episode, will be dis- 
posed to laugh with us rather than against 
us. That ‘Mailed Fist” was waved in 
England's face if in anybody’s, yet it 
never could have found its way to the 
East without England’s continued a: 
ance, and when we recently heard o 
was being dined and wined at Government 
ouse in Hongkong with its flagships 
undergoing repairs in a British dock, or 
entertained at public tiffins and balls in 
Shanghai. The danger of war does not 
seem to be very imminent when German 
mailed fists are raised aloft. Sic sit sem- 
per! 











PRINCE HENRY AND KIAO-CHOU. 
ee eae 


The Yomiuri has a tale about Kiao- 
chou. It says that Germany’s reasons for 
occupying the place were to facilitate the 
Parliamentary adoption of her naval ex- 
pansion programme, in the first place ; 
and, in the second, to obtain a foothold 
for commercial and military purposes 
in the East. Prince Henry, however, 
has come to the conclusion that 
Kiao-chou is not all suited to the 
objects contemplated; that to convert 
it into a good port would involve great 
expense, and that its prospects are 
altogether disappointing. Itis therefore 
probable that Germany will abandon it, 
and take advantage of China's promise to 
give some other port in exchange, which 
other port is expected to be in the south 
—apparently in the vicinity of Foochow. 











The Yomiuri is a little “ off colour,” we 
imagjne. 


sie UN 


EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT, 
Ses 

Marquis Saion illness has finally 
necessitated his retirement from the post 
of Minister of State for Education. His 
tenure of office was very brief, yet he 
fsucceeded in winning the full confidence 
of educational circles, and great regret 
will doubtless be felt at his resignation, 
expecially from such a cause. His 
successor is Professor Toyama, hitherto 
President of the Imperial University. 
Professor Toyama is a comparatively 
young man, being only in his fiftieth 
year, He has been connected with 
education throughout the whole of his 
life. Before the Restoration, his talents 
attracted the attention of the Tokugawa 
Government, by whom he was sent to 
England to study, and after the Restora- 
tion the Imperial Government despatched 
him to the United States for the same 
purpose. He took his degree at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, and on his return to 
Japan became Professor of English Lite- 
rature, rising subsequently to be dean of 
the Literature College, and finally, in 1897, 
to be President of the University. H 
possesses a perfect knowledge of E 
and is deeply versed in English litera- 
ture. In his own language, too, he 
has greatly distinguished himself as a 
writer, and his eloquence and wit have 
gained him a_ high reputation, for 
oratory in the House of Peers, of which 
he isa member by Imperial nomi- 
nation, There can be no doubt that 
the new Mizister is a man of most 
vigorous intellect, and his management 
of educational affairs will be watched 
with much interest. His appointment 
raises to no less than six the number 
of new men holding portfolios in the 
present Cabinet; namely, Baron Nishi 
(Foreign Affairs), Viscount Katsura (War), 
Baron Suyematsu (Communications), Mr. 
Sone (Justice), Mr. Kaneko (Agriculture 
and Commerce), Professor Toyama (Edu- 
cation). The elder statesmen are only 
four: namely, Marquis Ito (Minister Pre- 
sident), Marquis Saigo (Navy), Count 
Inouye (Finance) and Viscount Yoshi- 
kawa (Home Affairs). It need scarcely 
be said that some sensation-mongers are 
endeavouring to interpret Marquis Sai- 
onji’s resignation as a protest against the 
appointment of Mr. Kaneko Kentaro to 
the Department of Agriculture and Com- 
merce—-an extremely silly suggestion. 
They further allege that Baron Nishi, tired 
of being a mere /ocum fenens, has definite- 
ly resigned, and that Baron Hayashi will 
probably be recalled from St. Petersburg 
to take his place—another canard, It 
seems pretty certain, however, that Pro- 
fessor Kikuchi, the present Vice-Minister 
of Education, will resign and be appointed 
to the Presidency of the Imperial Uni- 
versity. Some people allege that Profes- 
sor Kano will also resign, but on that point 
we are unable to speak. 























REDEMPTION OF WAR BONDS. 
Se gee 

Messrs, Sayenobu, Nakano, Toyokawa, and 
Ikeda, representing about a hundred men of 
affairs, called upon Count Inouye on the 4th 
instant, and urged upon him the advisability of 
applying from 50 to 100 million yen of the In- 
demnity to the redemption of War Bonds, 
Count Inouye, itis said, did not deny that the 
redemption of War Bonds might afford great 
telief to the money market at present, but he 
explained that the Indemnity was all. appro- 





priated, and that no portion of it remained 
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STILL THE LAND-TENURE 
QUESTION. 





We observe that the Kobe Chronicle 
returns to the question of the tenure of 
land under the kind of lease described in 
the new Code as a “superficies.” Our 
contemporary is still apprehensive that 
the Code in operation may be found very 
different from the Code in theory, and its 
apprehension seems to have been accen- 
tuated by reference to the judgment deli- 
vered by the Osaka Appeal Court in the 
Mascarenhas case. Perhaps our readers 
remember the case. A Portuguese ob- 
tained a perpetual lease of a plot of land 
in Kobe at a rent which, owing to the ap- 
preciation of property in the district, be- 
came notoriously inadequate 25 years 
subsequently. The owners of the land 
applied for a revision of the reut, and the 
Court entertained the applica from 
which fact the Kobe Chronicle is disposed 
to infer that the Courts may interpret the 
new Code in accordance with some now 
unforeseen principle. We would point 
out to our contemporary that the new 
Code is not yet in force, and that, conse- 
quently, the import of its provisions can 
not be inferred from the practice of the 
Courts at present. We would also point 
out that a perpetual lease, like that of 
Mascarenhas, would, even under the new 
Code, be subject to revision by a Law 
Court on application by either the lessor 
or lessee. We would also point out that 
a lease for a fixed term, however long, is 
explicitly exempted by the new Code from 
such revision, We would also point out 
that, according to the decision of the very 
Osaka Court which disquiets our contem- 
porary, when rent is fixed for a definite]. 
term of years, as would be the case with 
a superficies of the only kind useful to a 
foreigner, no legal tribunal will have com- 
petence to alter it. We would also point 
out that when a question as to the nature 
of superficies was recently put by a lead- 
ing Yokohama resident, in the presence 
of three other foreigners, to the Vice- 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, the 
latter replied that, according to the rend- 
ering of legal experts and_of the Govern- 
ment, a superticies, as defined by the new 
Code, may be for aay period—a thousand 
years, for example. We presume that the 
subject will be understood one of these 
days, but the perplexity about it is very 
strange. 














WAS IT * DISSIMULATION P" 


~——+- 

With reference to the Doshisha affair, 
the following crilicism appears in the 
Fapan Gazette :— 


From the point of view of strict integrity of con 
duct the American Board of Missionaries were 
from the fist in the wong. They attempted by 
attifice 10 evade the conditions of the Treaty aud 
they have been by artifice defrauded of the magni 
ficent institution they succeeded in erecting. 
This seems a harsh thing to say, but if the Ame- 
tican Board could have legitimately obtained the 
site at Kyoto does anyone imagine thal they would 
have handed over their property to a Japanese 
Board of Trustees? y cetamly would not, 
or if they obtained Japanese assistance they would 
have kept strict hold of the title= 
not served by evasion. TI 
the appearance of evil, 
until they could have downed the college 
that generous Christia America endowed, 
not that the Japanese might havea secular educa- 
tion, which the Government provides, but an edus 
cation, as the founders and benefactors intended, 
based on Christian lsat 


Our contemporary conclydgs ie B ‘3 
that the missionaries, woke 










































certain form of dissimulation.” We are 
quite unable to appreciate the justice of 
sucha criticism. Where was the departure 
from strict integrity ; where the dissimula- 
tion? If a man employs a Japanese friend 
to purchase real estate outside the settle- 
ments, and registers it in the name of the 
friend while holding possession of it all the 
while for his own use, and regarding it as 
his own property, he is certainly evading 
the law. But if he says to a Japanese 
friend, ‘1 will furnish funds to establish a 
school for benevolent purposes and you 
shall own the school as well as the site on 
which it stands, provided that you, too, 
give your services, and provided, also, 
that the school 1s conducted on certain 
lines,” how can it be said that such a 
philanthropist is guilty of even the small- 
est dissimulation ? The transactions con- 
nected with the Doshisha were all straight- 
forward and above-board. The site for 
the college was openly acquired by Mr. 
Nishima, who had been the projector of 
the whole affair—with money subscribed 
in response to his appeal. Mr. Nishima 
did not purchase the land and erect the 
buildings in order that they might be the 
property of Mr. Harris or the American 
Board Mission. He acquired them in 
order that they might serve an educational 
purpose to which Mr. Harris was willing 
to contribute money and the Missionaries 
to devote their services. The principles 
of “strict integrity” were not departed 
from by so much as a hair’s breath in such 
a transaction, so far as we can see. 














REUTER, 


eas 
Reuter's agent in Yokohama, telegraph- 
ing to London on the gist of March, said : 


The official organ and other journals comme: 
ing on the expected British naval display in Ch 
ese waters describe it as a piece of mere bluff, 
is not likely, they say, 
a n, ashad Great 
would not have allowed 
sent pass. 





h 
at it will be followed by 

ain been in earnest she 
atters to reach the pre- 












What does the sender of this message call 
“the official organ,” 
know. 
nals”? ‘The leading Japanese journals 
certainly did not describe the British 
naval display as ‘a piece of mere bluff,” 
and we presume that Reuter’s agent un- 
derstood that people in London would 
read his telegram as a reference to the 
contents of Japanese newspapers and no 
others.” It certainly never would occur 
to them to suppose that he could think it 
worth while to send a statement about 
the opinions of two local English journals 
published in Yokohama, and we do nol see 
to what others he can have been reterring. 
The telegram is most misleading, and is 
also absolutely false in one respect, for 
there is no such thing as an official organ. 
It is not to be supposed that Reuter’s 
agent had any intention of deceiving the 
British public, but unless he is more 
circumspect he may discover to his sur- 
prise and inconvenience that the Japan- 
ese Government objects to having wholly 
erroneous versious of ils views dis- 
seminated abroad 























A Hongkong telegram appearing inthe China 
Gazefle reports that two passengers were 
arresied on the German mail steamer Preussen 
at Singapore, for having in their possession a 
quarier of a million of forged Hongkong Bank 
notes, They had already disposed of spurious 











notes to the face value of two thousand dollarg 
hen arrested. 








we should like to]: 
And what are “the other jour.|' 





ACCENIUATION OF FAPANESE 





Mr, Walter Dering is contributing to the 
Gaikoku Gogaku Zasshi a series of essays 
ntitled “ Practical Hints to students of Eng- 
They seem to be well thought ont and 
full “of information that should prove very use- 
ful, In the second of the series—which has 
just appeared—we find the following interesting 
paragraph :: 





Now to come te the subject of accent, Professor 
Chamberlain in his Handbook of Colloquial Japan- 
ese (Second Edition, p. 19) makes some remarks 
on the subject of accentuation with which I not 
able to agree. Speaking of the Japanese language, 
he says: Thete is little or no tonic a 
only & very slight rhetorical accent 5 tl tosay, 
that all the syllables of a word and all the words 
of a sentence are pronounced equally or 
so.” Mr, Chamberlai 
observation in page when he 
says :—‘ The statement made in the above para- 
graph concerning the absence of accent in Japan- 
exe is intended rather for purposes of piactical 
instruction than of scientific accuracy, There is 
a slight tonic accent in Japanese. But so ex- 
tremely slight is it, that it has never been marked 
in any dictionary whet! 


































province, and inhabitants of the same province 
contradict, not only each other but themselves, in 

usage and the explanation which they give 

ing it.” If this theory were correct, we 
aight abesuac lardlvajgaiicial ipa lteu lonils ageert 
shown by Japanese students when reading Eng: 
lish by saying that it is caused by the absence of 
accent in their own tongue. But I must contess [ 
am unable to accept this exp Whether 
the accent heard iv the pronunciation of Japanese 
should be called a tonic accent or a thetorical ac- 
cent is a nice question which I cannot pause to 
discuss here, But what [ have hesitatio 
is heard in the case of the 
pronunciation of all three-syllable Japanese words 
a distinct accent on one syllable, which could 
not be omitted or changed to another syll= 
able without shocking the native ear, ‘Take such 
wards as watalaushs, dorobo', Haku'ne, Ko'toro, 
wasure'ta, Miya’ko. ‘In every case you will find 
that the voice Inattention 
ispronuncia- 
tion of Japanese among foreigners, ‘The distinct- 
tess of the Japanese accent struck me so forcibly 
when I began to stndy Japanese more than 20 
years ago that Tinvatiably marked the accent of 
every wew word which [tock down f 





























of my Japanese friends, i 

is nat marked in dictionaries goes for nothing, as 
nobody can maintain that lexicography Japan 
sin an advanced state of development. The 





compilers of native dictionaries would not think it 
necessary 10 furnish guides to their own country- 
» the matter of accent, That for dic- 
ex give nouccents only proves their defec- 
tiveness. I have often heard missionaries and 
others deplore this imperfection in Hepburu’s 
Dictionary, ‘hat provincial Japanese sometimes 
differ on the matter of accent is easily accounted 
for, on the ground of prevailing inaccuracy and 
genetal slipshodness, of articulation prevalent 
among semi-educated people whose attention has 
called to the importance of distinet pra- 
Whether the accent in Japanese is 
not can easily be tested by dropping 
ng it. T once knewa foreigner who 
always said wolakushi, and another who pro- 
ed the town Ota’ Otaru’, much to th 
ment of their be 1s. Asfor Mr, Cham. 
"s theory that ina word like Miyanoshita 
Ute stress of the voice should be placed equally 
on each syllable, I have never heard a Japanese 
carry it out in practice. 























We are entirely at one with Mr. Dening in 
this matter, ‘The rule that all the syllables of a 
Japanese word should be equally accentuated 
has had considerable vogue, and may, perhaps, 
have served some useful purpose, for the soverest 
syllabic monotony would be in many cases pre- 
ferable to the excruciating blunders often made 
by foreigners, as, for example, when the gentle- 
man in the Foreign Office warned a visitor from 
Japan that he did n't want to hear anything 
about “ your Zfos and your Okumas,” pronounce. 
ing the #as thongh it were ‘‘eye” and the 4 
like Q." Professor Chamberlain probably 


















adopted the rule for that reason, but it seems a 


pity hatthe weight of his great authority should 
cbs lentto a mislead 






ng, method, 


480 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[May 7, 1898. 








THE DOSHISHA TRUSTEES’ 
EXPLANATION. 


peach Cian oa 
HE Rev. Mr. Yokol, President of the 


Doshisha, a man who enjoys a very 
high reputation in Japan, has contributed 
to the Far Fast for April an article 
setting forth the views of the Trustees 
with regard to the question that has of 
late attracted so much attention in this 
country, It is a brief article, occupying 
only eight pages of the magazine, and its 
diction proves that no foreign hand con- 
tributed anything lo its compilation. In 
short, we have in these eight pages a 
statement which may be accepted as an 
unadulterated exposition of the Trustees’ 
convictions. The tone is eminently quiet 
and moderate. Mr. Yoko! obviously 
writes with a perfectly clear conscience 
and consequently remains undisturbed by 








the storm of hostile criticism that his acts, 
and the acts of his fellow-trustees, have 
evoked. That is a very curious fact. On 
the one hand, we have a itumber of men 
of unimpeachable integrity, thorough com- 
petence to form an impartial judgment, 
and a disposition the reverse of hostile— 
we have a number of such men declaring 
vehemently that a great wrong has been 
perpetrated and that funds subscribed by 
American Christians have been perverted 
to uses never contemplated by the donors ; 
on the other, we have the men against 


_ whom the charge is brought, men, also, of 






h calm 

their 
been guided 
throughout by principles of right and 
justice. How are these two positions lo 
be reconciled, or do they admit of re- 
conciliation? The answer seems to us to 
be contained in word  com- 
promise,” a word with which every ob- 
server of Japanese conduct soon becomes 
familiar. The Trustees of the Doshisha 
have compromised. ‘They have excluded 
the teachiag of Christian morality from 
the curriculum of the middle school 
attached to the institution ; they have 
included it in the curriculum of the theo- 
logical school. That is the case in a 
nut-shell. 


the highest repute, explaining w 
confidence that 
door and that they have 


no fault lies at 


the one 


Mr. Yokoi claims that there were two 
elements in the Doshisha, the Japanese 
element and the foreign element. Both 
elements had originally in view “ the 
building up of an educational institution 
pervaded by Christian influences.” The 
foreign element, however, desired that 
education should be subserved to Chris- 
tian propagandism ; the Japanese element 
wished that religion should be merely “a 
factor in education.” It should have been 
foreseen that this conflict of views would 
become more and more accentuated as 
time went by. It was not foreseen ; or, 
if foreseen, no provision was made against 
it. Both sides shrank from an explana- 
tion which might have involved a rupture 


at the very outset of their a erey 
Digit 1 by 





Thus the institution grew to maturity 
before its parents had agreed as to its 
final career. During the first twelve 
years of its existence, the funds for its 
support were contributed nearly entirely 
from America, and the control of its 
affairs remained practically in American 
hands, though legally and nominally in 
the hands of the Japanese who figured 
before the law as the owners of the land 
aid buildings. An appeal was then made 
for Japanese contributions, and some 
fifty thousand yen were obtained. Thence- 
forth the number of Japanese trustees was 
considerably augmented and the power of 
control began to be increasingly assumed 
by them, Christianity, however, was still 
taught; the Doshisha remained a Christian 
institution. But now questions came up 
about the quality of the Christianity that 
ought to be professed. The American 
patrons wanted a special type of Chris- 
tianity ; the trustees insisted upon Chris- 
tianity “free from all 
denominational colouring of 
kind.” Here the rift widened, and as- 
sumed the dimensions of a gulf when the 
Japanese trustees decided that religious 
teaching must be purely voluntary, where- 
asthe American patrons wished to have 
it compulsory. 


dogmatical or 


whatever 


The Japanese gained the 
day, and gave practical expression to their 
views in 1896 when, on the occasion of 
organizing a middle-school curriculum, 
“religious instruction was formally omit- 
ted.” The considerations of expediency 
that dictated the latter step are already 
known to our readers; namely, that it 
thus became possible to obtain official 
recognition for the school, and official re- 
cognition meant that the students would 
be exempted from military service up to 
the age of 26. On the other hand, “the 
permanency of the missionary principle 
was secured by providing a sphere for it” 
—the theological department—“ distinct 
and different from the middle school 
where the Japanese held sway.” A great 
deal has been said about the arbitrary 
alteration of the constitution by the 
trustees. Mr. Yoko! meets this charge 
by pointing out that the constitution was 
“not imposed on the Doshisha as a con- 
dition for any gift,” but was voluntarily 
drawn up by the trustees twelve years 
after the founding of the place. The 
trustees were therefore competent to 
amend their own work, and their amend- 
ment consisted simply in the elimination 
of an unpractical clause which prohibited 
all change. 

Such is Mr. Yoxkot's case. We have 
tried to state it with the utmost fairness. 
Our readers will agree with us, we think, 
Chris- 
tianity is preserved in the theological 
department and banished from the middle 
school: the middle school is organized 
on purely secular lines; the theological 
department, on religious. We can per- 


Kee" understand that the trustees, 


that it amounts to a compromise. 


UN 












bending between two burdens, have been 
able to find some support for their con- 
science in the views expounded by Mr. 
Yokoi, speaking 
we should have welcomed his explana- 
tion with the utmost satisfaction and 
readily acknowledged its cogency, had 
there been any reasonable possibility of 
But no one can examine Mr. 


and, for ourselves, 


doing so. 
Yokor'’s vindication without observing the 
contradiction between its terms. He tells 
us that both the Japanese element and the 
foreign element had originally in view 
“the building up of an educational institu- 
tion pervaded by Christian influence.” Is 
the middle school of the Doshisha ‘ per- 
vaded by Christian influences?” If so, 
whence do they emanate, and how are 
they operative? Mr. Yoko! tells us that 
the Japanese element wished religion to 
be “a factor in education.” Is religion a 
factor in the education furnished at the 


middle school of the Doshisha? If so 
what constitutes the religious factor and 


how does it work? We fail to see that, 
even on the showing of Mr. YOKOor him- 
self, a middle school such as he and his 
co-trustees have organized in connexion 
with the Doshisha can ever have been 
contemplated by the Japanese philanthro- 
pists who, in response to Mr. NisHiMa’s 
appeal, contributed some fifty thousand 
yen in 1888 to the Doshisha University 
fund. Mr, NisHIMA was an eminent Chris- 
tian, He had become conspicuous for his 
earnest propagandism of the Chri 
creed in Japan long before he appealed to 
his countrymen to assist his educational 
work. There can not have been the re- 
motest doubt in the mind of any person 
responding to his appeal that the object 
for which contributions were sought was 
the endowment of an educational institu- 
tion on Christian lines. Are there any 
Christian lines in the framework of the 
middle school constructed by Mr. Yokot 
and his co-trustees ? 
appear and how is their presence exhibit 
ed? It must be assumed, of course, that 
Mr. YOKO! intends the public to under- 
stand that the middle school of the Do- 
shisha is supported entirely with Japanese 
He can not doubt for a moment, 
indeed he evidently does not doubt, that 
if even a yen of the funds contributed by 
American Christians be employed on ac- 
count of the middle school, a wrong is 
committed. 








Vf so, where do they 


money. 





But assuming that a strict 
division of the institution’s resources is 
thus made, we want to hear from Mr. 
Yoko! whether he believes that American 
Christians would ever have subscribed 
funds for the endowment of a college with 
which an absolutely non-religious school 
was to be associated. If Mr. Harris and 
the other philanthropists of the United 
States who gave large sums in response 
to the appeal of Mr. NISHIMA and the 
American Board Missionaries, had imagin- 
ed that ove of the affiliated institutions of 
the Doshjsha| fwasjto be a school from 
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which all Christian teaching was eliminat- 
ed, would they have subscribed to found 
and endow the Doshisha? That is the 
vital question which Mr. YOKOI'S vindica- 
tion leaves entirely unanswered, Accord- 
ing to his own showing, the intentions of 
even the Japanese subscribers have been 
violated, but with that point we are not} 
What we have 
to ask is whether he, or his co-trustees, 
are in a position to answer for the 
American subscribers. Surely not. The 
American subscribers have answered for 
themselves by the mouths of the American 
Board Missionaries, and so long as their 
protest stands there can be only one 
verdict, namely, that their money has 
been diverted from the purpose for which 
it was given and that a great wrong has 
been done. We are fully persuaded that 
it is an unintentional wrong. Mr. YoKoI's 
apology is that of an earnest and con- 
scientious man who believes that he and 
his colleagues have found a fair exit from 
a difficult s Butit is exceedingly 
doubtful whether a single foreign critic 
will acquit them of an unjust act. 


immediately concerned. 





uation, 


YOKOHAMA CHAMBER OF COM- 
MERCE AND SUGAMO PRISON. 


beer E ee 
HE report published by the President 
and two members of the Yokohama 
Chamber of Commerce with reference to 
their visit to the Sugamo Prison in Tokyo 
is crilicised by the Kode Chronicle in a 
manner which seems to invite a few words 
This question of prison ac- 
commodation for foreign suspects or male- 
factors after the Revised Treaties go into 
operation, and, indeed, all cognate ques- 
tions, ought to be excluded as much ‘as 
possible from the domain of controversy. 
It is in the general interest that a satis- 
factory understanding should be reached, 
and no reason exists why such matters 
should not be calmly discussed rather 
than hotly argued. Scotus” perhaps 
thinks that this rule might conveniently 
have applied to his case, but the “ Scotus” 
episode was a mere breaking of toy lances. 
There was little earnestness in our persi- 
flage and equally little in his, we imagine, 
and since he took refuge at last in the 
solace of doggrel verse, his wounds have 
doubtless healed by this time. A report 
presented to the Yokohama Chamber of 
Commerce belongs to a very different 
class of document from the ‘ Scotus” 
controversy. The Kobe Chronicle, while 
noting that the prison at Sugamo is sup- 
posed to be the one which will “be used 
for foreigners under sentence when extra- 
iality is abolished,” asks, neverthe- 

less, “what is the value of the report,” 
secing that ‘foreigners who are shortly to 
come under Japanese law are more interes- 
ted in knowing the worst they may expect if 
they should be accused of crime and, as is 
the practice in Japan, detained for months 


without bail,” and co opini 
Digitized by 











of comment. 








that “the Yokohama committee would have 
done far moreservice to the interests of the 
community, which we are sure they have at 
heart, ifthey had inspected the pris 
Tobe. 
very simple. Two points have to be inve- 





The answer to that crit 


stigated ; first, the treatment of foreigners 
convicted of crime, and secondly the treat- 
ment of foreigners suspected of crime. 
The committee visited the Sugamo Prison 
to satisfy themselves on the former point, 
since it is there that foreigners convicted 
of crime are to undergo punishment. As 
to the latter point, had the editor of the 
Kobe Chronicle read the Committee’s 
report attentively, he would have seen 
that their original intention was to visit 
the place of detention at Kajibashi, where 
foreigners arrested in the Tokyo district 
will lie awaiting trial, but that, the inspec- 
tion of the Sugamo Prison alone having 
occupied the whole forenoon, and 
members of the Committee 





the 
having no 
more time at their immediate disposal, it 
became necessary to postpone the visit to 
Kajibashi, With regard to the Yokohama 
district, our contemporary does not seem 
to be aware that a new prison is now 
being built at Negishi, to supplant the 
present jail at Tobe. An inspection of 
the latter would therefore be useless for 





the purpose which the Committee have in 
view. 

‘The Kobe Chronicle further says:—" It 
is worth poiuting out that the Committee 
are quite mistaken in believing that any 





1 progress in the direction of 


change i 
centralization.” As Lo that, we can only 
say that the Committee received its in- 
formation direct from the Minister of 
State for Home Affairs. [tis quite true, 
as the Kobe Chronicle observes, that before 
centralization can be effected, the Diet’s 
sanction must be obtained. The Com- 
mittee were perfectly well aware of that 
when they compiled their report. ‘They 
must have been aware of it long ago, but 
at all events they were informed of it by 
the Minister of State for Home Affairs, 
who added that the Government's present 





intention was to seek the necessary autho- 
rity in the next regular session of the 
Diet. 

Our contemporary has some comments 
to make on other points. He thinks that 
the report of the Committee discloses a 
sufficiently unsatisfactory state of affairs, 
since the cells are not warmed; since 
they have a necessary in one corner, 
“ whence the effluvia arising on hot summer 
nights would be in itself sufficient to breed 
a pestilence;” since the rations for 
prisoners undergoing punishment “ would 
appear to be only sufficient to sustain life,” 
and since the dark 
“ without warmth in winter and with walls 
exposed to the fierce glare of the sun in 
summer,would inflict terrible suffering.” 
It appears to us that the first and the last of 
these criticisms alone has any cogency. 





punishment cells, 


» The dark cells at Sugamo are not fit for. 


oogle 


confining foreigners, because the climatic 
question has such special importance in 
These cells are 
the only defective part of the Sugamo 
Prison. We do not know that dark cells 
are ever intended to be comfortable, but 
they certainly might be better than those 
at Sugamo, if foreigners are liable to 
be put there. Again, the absence of 
warming apparatus throughout the pris- 
on a blemish, but, as the Commit- 
tee’s report clearly states, steps are 
about to be taken to remedy it. As to 
the necessary and the supposed effluvia, 
there is no effluvia and there need not be 
any. Everything is scrupulously clean, 
and a free use of lime in summer entirely 
obviates the danger alluded to by our con- 
temporary. Finally, as to the punishment 
rations being barely sufficient to sustain 
life, that is all that punishment rations do 
everywhere. ‘The plain fact is that the 
Sugamo Prison is planned and construct- 
ed on the best and most modern system, 
and if the editor of the Kobe Chronicle 
has an opportunity of visiting it, we ven- 
ture to predict that he would be agreeably 
surprised. 

One other point may be referred to. 
“ Promises by prison board officials, semi- 
official newspapers, or members of the 


the case of a foreigner. 


is 





Government are of absolutely no valu 





says our contemporary, “unless they take 
the form of diplomatic assurances.” Well, 
it certainly would be very pleasant and 
comfortable if a definite and binding en- 
gagement could be obtained from the 
Japanese Government not merely with 
regard to the treatm 











t of foreign prison- 
ers, but also with regard to many other 
questions that are likely to arise after 
1899. All of us endorse that general 
principle, but ils application must be 
within the bounds of reason, and we can 
not think that it would be within the 
bounds of reason to seek from the Japan- 
ese Government a diplomatic assurance 
that the treatment of foreigners in Japan- 
ese jails shall differ from the treatment of 
natives. Would the Government of any 
independent State give such an assurance ? 
Imagine the Japanese Government ap- 
proaching Her Majesty's Ministry, and 
saying :—‘ The hardships of imprisonment 





will be as greatly augmented for our 
people if they have to eat skilly and 
drink buttermilk in your jails, as would 
the hardships of your people in our jails 
if they had tolive on rice, barley, and das- 
kon. Ve must ask you to give us an offi- 
cial pledge that exceptional arrangements 
shall be made in your prisons for the ac- 
commodation of Japanese subjects.” HER 
Majesty's Ministry would not be in the 
least degree likely to give any such assu- 
rance. Japanese statesmen would have 
similar hesitation, and really we can not 
see that it would be fair or wise on the 
part of foreign Governments to 
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REVIEW™ 
pantie Siew, 

In our humble apinion the ideal work on 
Japan has yet to be written, The books that 
have appeared might be profitably classified as 
scientific and non-scientific, or as historic and 
practical. The value attached to each volume 
that has been published must depend on the 
bent of individual minds. Before we can 
determine this in any given instance, we must 
ask, which faculty predominates in the inmost 
recesses of the reader's mind, reason or imagi- 
nation? For what is he searching thoughout 
the journey of life, truth or beauty? A close 
analysis of earnest and powerful minds tends 
to show that there is no such thing as dual go- 
vernment in the soul. One faculty occupies a 
throne shared by no rival. In the case of such 
writers as Sir Edwin Arnold and Mr, Lafcadio 
Hearn it is quite apparent that the logical facul- 
ty is in abeyance; imagination reigns supreme. 
As poetic flights or outbursts the works of these 
authors on Japan are delightful reading. But 
no one who has studied the |apanese ina deejs- 
er manner, by more intimate daily intercourse 
with ail classes of the peuple than either of 
these writers pretends to have had, ean possibly 

















regard a large part of their description as 
anyth more than pleasing fancy. Both 
have given reins to the poetic fancy and 


thus have, from a purely literary pcint of 
view, scored a success granted to lew. They 
Addressed an audience. They have pleased 
that audience beyond all expectation. Their 
chapters of word-painting rank high as prose 
poems, and as such may be read a hundred 
years hence But as exponents of Japanese 
life and thought they are unreliable, They 
have done for Japanese thought what Christian 
Greek philosophers did for Hebrew thought, 
what Hindoo philosophers did for ancient Hin. 
doo thought, and what far keener intellects than 
that of Confucius did for his indefinite utterances, 
They have given form and beauty to much th 
never ex’sted except in vague outline or in un- 
developed germs in the Japanese mind. In 
doing this they have unavoidably been guilty of 
misrepresentation, The Japanese mindas seen 
through their kaleidoscope is a much more 
exquisite piece of mechanism than the oldest 
and besteinformed residents of this country 
have ever met with in actual life. The Japan- 
ese nation of Arnold and Hearn is not ihe na- 
tion we have kuown for a quarter of a century, 
but a purely ideal one manufactured out of the 
authors’ brains, It is high time that this was 
pointed out, for, while such works as we are now 
considering please a certain section of the English 
public, they do a great deal of haim among « 
section of the Japanese public, as could 
be shown in detail did-space allow. 

But there is something to be said in defence 
of this style of writing. The exaggeration and 
poetic license in which the authors indulge is 
essential to the success of their work as literary 
artists, It is recorded of a famous Latin his- 
torian how he declared that he would have 
made Pompey win the battle of Pharsala had 
the effective turn of the sentence required it, 
“He may stand for the true type of literary 
artist,” says Professor Raleigh, in his delight 
ful essay on Style. The business of letters 
continues this writer, “howsoever simple itmay 
seem to those who think truth-telling a gift of 
nature, is in reality two-fold, to find words fora 
meaning, and to find a meaning for words 
Now it is the word that refuses to yield, and now 
the meaning, so that he who attempts to wed 
them is at the same time altering his words to suit 
his meaning, and modifying and shaping his 
meaning 0 satisfy Lhe requirements of his 
words. The humblest processes of thought 
have had their first education from language 
Jong before they took shape in literature."+ As 
Professor Raleigh shows in another part of his 
essay, to use words in a strictly scientific sense 
is fatal to art. Definition acts on art like a 
palsy. It kills the creative faculty to subject it 
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to scientific rule. The conclusion to which this 
somewhat long introduction leads us is that 
before selecting the books to be read on Japan 
readers must ask themselves one question, do I 
read to know? or do | read to be amused ? 

Now we come to Mr. Knapp’s litte wok 
bound up in 2 daintly volumes. “Feudal and 
Modern Japan * does not pretend to be anything 
like a thorough account of Japanese lite and 
thought, and many paris of it need to be label- 
led poetic, being written from the Hearn and 
Arnold point of view ; yet it undoubtedly fulfils 
most useful function in popularising know- 
ledge hitherto stowed away in the archives of the 
Asiatic Society of Japan and elaewhere. In the 
first volume, whch treais of Feudal Japan, Mr. 
Knapp has utilised to good purpose the investi. 
gations of the late Dr. Simmons and of Profes- 
sor Wigmore. Many of the facts culled by 
Mr, Knapp from Dr. Wigmnore’s long essays are 
of great interest, and are, we venture to think, 
not generally known, Such, for instance, are 
the high position occupied by the farmer in 
ancient Japanese society, the great considera- 
lion shown (o him in assessing taxes, and his 
corresponding readiness to contribute towards 
the maintenance of the State. On this latter 
point, quoting from Dr. Wigmore, Mr. Knapp 
says, “ The payment of taxes did not seem to 
be considered by the peasantry as a burden, but 
asa loyal duty in which they took more or less 
pride. It was an offering, asthe word mifsugi 
mono signifies. The time of the annual pay- 
ment of the tice at the collector’s storehouses 
seressseeninsiead of being an occasion of sorrow 
and irruation, was more like a fair where each 
vied with the other in presenting for official in- 
spection the best return of tice, &c.” These 
and similar sketches are decidedly refreshing, 
read at the close of the nineteenth century when 
most of the world is groaning under the burden 
of ever-increasing taxation, 

The last chapter of “Feudal Japan,” entitled 
“ Religious Invasions,” predicts that Occidental 
Christianity will meet with litle permanent 
success in this country. ‘I'wo difficulties stand 
in the way, argues Mr. Knapp. One a race 
difficulty. Christianity is not found in force 
to-day ontside the Aryan family, The other 
difficulty is connected with the intense nation- 
alism of the Japanese and their attachment to 
ancestral worship—a practice that is unspar- 
»gly condemned by the Christian church, 


























Among the contents of Volume II. are two 
chapters on the Japanese language which leave 
a good deal to be desired in point of ac 
curacy, but which nevertheless contain some 
useful information for those to whom the Japan- 
ese language isa /erra incognita. Tues times 
Mr. Knapp prints Shibaraku o me ni katart- 
mashita as the equivalent of “It is a long 
time since I saw you.” And several times we 
have .O shikk-i ifashimashita. Much of what 
Mr. Knapp says on the negatives in Japanese 
is founded on misconception and imperfect 
knowledge of the subject. He scems to over- 
look the fact that even in onr own language the 
strongest of all positive affirmations often con 
sists of an accumulation of negatives. Take 
our English translation of Paul’s assertion of his 
oneness with Christ, What could be more 
grand than the passage:—"For I am persuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers. nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” These negatives are introduced 
only with a view of increasing the strength of 
the positive asser ion, In writing on the sacred- 
ness of the Japanese ideographs much of what 
Mr. Kuapp says, following Professor Hearn, 
is purely imaginary. Bat it is harmless 
and will no doubt please certain readers, The 
same may Le said ol the unparalleled patsiotism 
the Japanese are said to possess. From the 
writing of Messrs, Hearn and Knapp one might 
he led to suppose that patriotism no longer ex- 
isted among Anglo-Saxons. These writers 
have read English history to no purpose if they 











think that Japanese patriotism surpasses all that 
is Sle in English annals, or in the annals 


gle 











of other European nations. We would recom- 
mend these gentlemen to study a very remaik- 
able modern book on this snbject:—"*Deeds that 
won the Empire,” by Rev. W. H. Fitchett, which 
is not a romance, but a caref lly compiled his- 
tory of the deeds of our forefathers, If our 
American friends think that (his spirit exists no 
longer in Anglo-Saxon breasts they have read 
the accounts of our Indian Frontier war and 
recent Egyptian campaigns to no purpose. 

We cannothelp saying from the point of view 
of a critic we could wish that Mc. Knapp’s book 
had a little css of the glamour that characterises 
the works of Sir Edwin Arnold, Mr. Hearn, and 
other men of their class. What we want is dis- 
cerning criticism of Japanese life and thought, 
Too strong a sympathy with the Japanese 
blinds the eyes to facts. Antipathy on the other 
hand is fatal toa right understanding of the 
subject of study. The ideal book would be 
one in which the real facts are stated with all 
the grace and charm that has been given to fic- 
tion, A knowledge of the facts, however, is 
not to be gained ina day, And, with all their 
talents and industry, it cannot be said that the 
authors of some of the most popular of modem 
works on Japan have reached the bed-rock of 
Japanese life. The huge superstruciure on 
which so much time and labour have been ex- 
pended hag very little basis in 1eal fact, 

Notwithstanding all we have written we have 
no hesitation in saying that Mr. Kuapp’s litte 
volumes are full of interesting matter aud from 
many points of view deserve the success they 
have met with, When" describing Japanese 
customs pure and simple Mr, Knapp is at his 
best, and the chapter on ‘ Luversions and Con- 
tradictions” is very amusingly written and iy for 
the most part true to fact. Mr. Knapp is, we 
understand, engaged in collecting matesials for 
another work on the same subject. 


























PAUPERISM IN TOKYO. 
+ 

The Tokyo Poor Asylum contains at present 
248 paupers, inclusive of women, The public 
may have been inclined to suppose that the 
abnormal appreciation of commodities, which 
has brought many to the verge of starvation, 
snust have increased the number of paupers in 
the Asylum, The fact, however, has proved 
the conirary, The inmates remain the same in 
number as they were three years ago. The ap- 
preciation of commodities seems not to have 
influenced the matter; and it is said that the 
increase of inmates was most prominent when 
prices were at the lowest rales. Most of the 
paupers in the Asylum ate deformed persons or 
invalids unable 10 work for themselves. The 
men ate engaged in the manufacture of fadon 
(balls of powered charcoal), the- women i 
washing. Foundlings now number 133, lost 
children 9. and oiphans 59. Each nurse takes 
care of twenty or thirty children.” A special 
school is organised for these childien, 'T 
are special apattments for the medical tea 
ment of the sick, who ate entirely separated 
from the rest of the children, The necessity of 
establishing a penitentiary was eatly felt, and 
subscriptions have already been secured to the 
amount of 14,900 yen, of which the greater 
portion was contributed by Marquis Tokugawa, 
Baron Iwasaki, the two Mitsui families, and 
foreign philanthropists The above facts we 
gather from the Zokyo Asahi. 

















The annual meeting of shareholders of the 
Kingsin line accepted by about 2,400 against 
300 votes the amalgamation offer of the 
Hamburg-Ametican line, Therefore, the King- 
sin shareholders for each of their shares of 
m. 1,000, which at present are quoted 126} 
per cent., obtain a Hamburg-America line 
share of m.1,c00, which at present are quoted 
at 1154 per cent., and in addition m.129 for 
each Kingsin share. Thus the Kingsin share- 


holders receive from the Hamburg-American 
line 115% plus 12 per cent, equals 127} per 
cent, by which amount not only the present 
value of the shares, but also that of reseives, is 
covered | 
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TORVPO LODGE INSTALLATION. 


+ 
The ceremony of installing the Worshipful 
Master of the Tokyo Lodge of Freemasons took 
place on the 2gth ultimo, the Right Worshipful 
W.H. Stone, District Grand Master, officiating. 
The most graphic description we can give of 
the ceremony isto reproduce the programme 
of the evening, a veritable work of art and 
erudition, prepared, we believe, by Brother H. 
J. Terry :— 
Orvicers or Tokyo Loves, No. 2015, 
Bro, Ernest L. James, D.G J. 
And though that he was wo! on 
Prologue.” 
Wor. Bio, Davidson Macdonald, M.D. 
D.G.J.W. 
There was also a Doctour of Phisile 
In al this world we was ther none I 











Boo. Rev. Jolin White, D. G. Pac 
A manly man, to ben an abbot able. 
He was not pale as a forepyned goost. 





Bro. Rev. O. J. Spencer, 
Now I see it is mery to be a Spencer. 
“Coke's Tale.” 


ve Chap! 





Rev. Jolin Wadman.e. 
A full solempne man, 
A better preest I trow ther nowher none is. 
Prologue.” 





Bio. H.T. Terry, 
And cettai 












Trot what qua 
Man of Lawe's Tale.” 





here couthe no man pynche at his wityng. 
“ Prologue.” 
Wor. Bro, W. Silver Hall, D.S. G. W.... D. of C. 
He is a man of heigh dis 
I warne yow well, he is a paeaine man, 
* Prologue of the Chanouns Yeman.” 
Bro, Augus Macdonald... Ss. D. 
Aud certainly he was a good felawe. 
* Prolog 
Bro. J. W. Curtis, 1D. G. Steward, seed DE 
A Lettie felaw schoulde men nowher fynde, 
" Prologue. 


Organist. 

















Wor. Bio. H. J. Owen, P.M. 
Of instruments of st 
Heard Iso play a ravishi 









“Assembly of Foules.”” 


Bro. H. B. Haskell 
Discret he was, au 





Bro. H. Ivison... 
So mote I then, th 





atta propre man 
* Pardonere’s Prologue.” 
Cuaucer’s Manu. 

For by my trouthe, if that I schal nat lye, 

Tne saugh this year so mery @ companye. 
* Prologue.” 

And to the souper sette he us anon, 

Aud served us with vitaille atte best. 

Strong was the wyn, and wel to diynke us leete, 
* Prologue.” 





Potage a La Reine. 
Ne studieth nat; lay hand to, every man. 
* Prologue.” 





Tai, Sauce Chambord. 

With finnes rede, and scales silver bright. 
* Assembly of Foules.”” 
Filet a la Perigneux 

Bacon or beef, or such thing as we find. 
*Soumpneie’s Tale.” 
Chand froid de Volaile, 

To hoyle chicknes and the mary bones 











r ologue.” 
Asperges a la Creme. 
Alle deyntees that man cowde thynke. 
“ Prologue.” 
Diende Truffe. 

The foule royall, above you all in degre. 

* Assembly of Foules.” 

Salade de Saison. 

Herbes greet and smale. 


Tale of Sire Thopas.” 






Tart and galyngale. 


Glace 
es mo than be 








And deyni 





in my knowyng. 

“ Squyere’s Tale.” 
Gateaux, Finits, Fromage. 

Twill both drynke and byten on a cake. 

Ret of the fruyt.—Pardoneres Prologue, 

A yoddes kichel or a trip of chese. 


Digit 




















‘COwBle 





Cafe, Liqueuss. 
The spices and the wyn ts c 





“Squyere’s Tale.” 

and savous soote, 

* Assembly of Foules.” 

Toasts. 

L—The Queen and the C 
Lady, thi boun'é and ¢ 
‘Thy vita and thi geet b 
‘There can no tongue express in 

P 


The place gave a th 
















IL.—The Most Worshipful Gand Master of 


Bio. H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. 
And benedicite, 
How mighty and how great a lord is he, 
 Cuckow and Nightingale.” 
IIL —The Officers of the Gand Lodge. 
Every man for the wisdom that he can, 
Was schaply for to ben an alderman, 
Prologue.” 
IV.—The R-W. District Grand Master of Japan, 
Bro. William H. Stone. 
Unto his ordre be was a noble post, 
Full wel biloved and famulier was he. 
“Prologue.” 
Phe Officers of the Distict Grand Lodge. 


he wisdom af an heep of lernede 





jand, 






“Prologue.” 


“TVE—The Worshipful Master of the Takys Lodge. 


Bro, Einest L, James, L 
So mote I wel the! 


As (euly a maistee ye shall fynde 


VIL.—The Sister Constitutions. 
Lyvyng in pees and parfight charitee, 
Clothed in 00 lyveeré 
Of a solempne and gret fraternite. 


* Prologue.” 
VILL—The Visiting Bi 
‘Thus ben they knyt 
Of brotherhed,—* Schipmanne’s Tale 
IX.—The Past Master of the Tokyo 
‘A man ol gret degié—" Fieve's Vale. 
But he was like a maister or a pope. 
Prologue.” 
X.—The Officers of the Tokyo Lodge. 
Upon my faith, thou art an officer. 
Monke’s Prologue.” 
XL—The Wives, Daughters and Sisters of 
* Masons.” 





















Also good and trewe 

As ever was wyf sitlien the world was newe, 
© Wile of Bath's Tale" 
And if that excellent was hir beanté, 
‘A thousand fold mare vertous was sche 5 
In hire ne lakketh no condicion, 
‘That is to preyse. 
"Tale of the Doctour of Phisik.” 
XIL—The Musical Brethren 


He syngeth crowying #3 a 











lyyngale. 
“'Millere’s Tale.” 
‘That O.pheus, ne of Thebes Amphioun, 
He maden he tever such a melodye. 
“Marchaunde’s Tale.” 
XUL—The Tyler's Toast. 
O hateful harm, condicioun of povert, 
With thuist, with cold, with hunger so. cons 
foundyd.— Man of Lawe’s Tale.” 















THE TEA GUILD'S REGULATIONS. 

eg 

The Yokohama Tea Guild has inaugurated 
the following rules for the inspection of teas 
and the rejection of inferior qualities: 

Art. L.—Dust tea, wet, overfired, swept, colour 
ed, or decayed tea or powder is forbidden, 

Au. [—Each foreign fim shall be communi- 
cated with in regaid to the processes for the 
control of the dust tea, and requested to under- 
take the strict enforcement of the same. 

Ait. HLT any member of the Guild shall 
have dealt in the spurious teas mentioned in the 
pteceding Article, he shall be suspended for one 
year. 

A 














V.—Any member of the Guild dealing in 
the spurious teas mentioned in Article I. shall be 
required to pay to the Guild, for breach of faith, # 
sum of not less than 60 yer and not more than 
100 yent for each offence, 
ote—The amount of the fine shall be 
determined by a disciplinary committee specially 
ted for the pur poser 
t. V.—Any member fallin 
ienty of Article TV, stall be 
ciptinary committee. 
VL—Whenever spurious tea is found it 
shall be presented to the Guild’s Office for 














within the pro- 
nished by the dis- 





















At. VIL—The disciplinary commitiee shall 
consist of the entire members of the Guild, but 
three of them shall he chosen every month by lot 
as agents to deal with matters avi: ny that 
month, a conference to be held if necessary wiih 
the rest of the members. 

Nate.—Such agents are empowered to appoint 
special employes in cases of necessity. 

Act, VIIL—Inspectors are authorised to enter at 
any time the warehouses or godowns of any of the 
members for examination, 

IX.—Any person who gives au 

to the Tea Guild concerning mer 
dealing in spurious tea, shall be presented with 
half the amount of fines to be exacted in accord- 
ance with Article III. 

Ast, X—Wholesale merchants shall not buy 
from retail dealers any tea other than that 1e- 
cognised by Inspectors as pure and genuine, 

Ait. XL--Any broker attached to the Guild 
who is found to have been concerned in the sale 

















of spurious tea to any of the members of the Guild 
shall be suspended for one year. 

Ait. XIL—If any member of the Guild or [u- 
spector shall become aware of spur 
at any 





ons teas having 
ne been transported to the interior, the 
all be reported to the Guild’s Office and to 
the members of the Guild, 

Aut, XUL—These cegulatins shall be enforced 
from May ast of the 34st year to April gorh of the 
gand year of Meiji. 

jotes—Lf, on the expiration of the term, the en= 
nt af the regulations is to be continued, 
shall be taken by a fresh conference. 
IXIViRedision ot auandevent cwlen 
necessary, of these tules shall only he effected by 
a conference of the entie members of the Guild. 
























KOREAN I1 EMS. 
+ 
The following is from the Vorosu :—Chinese 
marauders are swarming about the Korean 
frontiers, and owing to aserions disturbance 
a troop of 209 men was despatched on the 15th 
instant to the scene of depredation. The com- 
‘ong-an-do gartison reports 
that nine of the adjoining provinces have been 
infested by Chinese freebooters whom he with 
his whole force tailed to repel, and against 
whom he has applied for reinforcements from 
Soul, 

The new Russian Minister to-Korea is re- 
ported to have reproved Kim Heung yuk in 
these terrific sentence: “Despite thy being a 
mere Secretary-Interpreter, thou impairedst the 
national honour of Russia in the time of my pre- 
decessors. Refrain thou from all interference 
hereafter.” Kim, it is said, bowed at the Mini- 
ter’s feet and presented most humble apologies, 














On the 16th inst. over 200 men of the Body 
Guards were disbanded for superannuation. 


A project was on foot some lime ago in the 
Korean Court for the institution of a national as- 
sembly. However, Puk Chong-yang, Minister 
of Finance, together with three others, represent. 
ed to the Emperor that the establishment of a 
Parliament would be attended with the expansion 
of popular rights and the gradual diminution 
of the royal prerogatives, On this the Emperor 
was extremely surprised and announced his 
tesolution to relinquish the scheme for a Parlia- 
ment. 


The land to be appropriated for the construc- 
tion of railways between Sdul and Inchhon has 
already been surveyed and fixed on, but nothing 
has yet been paid for it. Some 300 landowners 
recently repaired to the Finance Department to 
demand payment. The total cost is said to 
amount lo 40,000 yei 





The Independent notes the fact that a com- 
pany of Koreans has been formed to publish a 
daily newspaper in Sdul, It is a four page 
paper printed in pure Unmun. Itis celled A/yas? 
Sinmun ot Daily News. 


One comes across some strange items of 
news in the Korean Independent, but quainter 
still are the comments that ils editor occasion- 
ally tacks on to a paragraph, Witness the 
following :— 

The agent of Ye Yongik, the chief dicector of 
mines, went down to Keumiu district in Chutla 
OPAeNE Ee: aud attempted w rob the miners of the 
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gold mine, About 1.500 a acide pa : ob- FAPAN BREWERY COMPANY. position " this corapany or any chet Cc u 
bed the office of the agent and tried to kill him BD ew, pany in Japan tobe in, to have to keep its 
Forts rarely the a eRe An extraordinary meeting of the shareholders | &Ccounts in dollars when all its transactions are 
thief duvector became very indignant over the]fthe Japan Brewery Company, Limited, was |!) yen. 


action of the miners and ordered the governor to 
punish the leaders of the mob and to protect his 
agent hereafter from futher danger. 

[If the chiet director vefrains from sending 
down robbers as his agents he would accomplish 
his purpose better. When one is robbed he is apt 
to chase the robber forgetting the robber's rank or 
authority. ] see 

According to the statute law all the mines of the 
country are under the control of the Dep't of 
Agric. Com, and Ind., but last year the power of 
controlling was taken away by the Imperial 
Household Department. Ex Governor Ye Yougik 
has been made Chief Director of Mines and he 
has been empowered to send his own agents to the 
interior to collect revenues from the miners. 
‘These agents have been committing most unheard 
of outrages in vations places, causing many riots, 
and the Home Dep't has been flooded with com- 
plaints of every nature, A few weeks ago the 
Council of State passed a resolution forbidding 
the Chief Director of Mines from sending his own 
agents without consent of the Department ol 

i nd veminded him to observe the 
governing mines, The 
divector promised the Council that he would obey 
the order of the Council in the matter, aud went 
away. Two days later he sent a teleg 
governors of Ihe various provinces sta 
the Imper sehold Dep't was pressed for 
to telieve the departme 
































wilations 















he had sent his agents to the mines to collect 
gold dust for the use of the Taperial Household 
He did this thiongh bis loyalty to the 


Dep't. 
Imperial house, but to his surprise the Dep’ 
Agricultne, Commerce and Industiy t 

with his woble work. In view of his trie loyalty 
obey the order of the 
ofthe interests of the 
has the same 


tof 
ed 











to the detrinn 
Imperial house. If any governor 
Joyal spirit, be must show mt by driving ont the 
agents af the Dep't of Agriculture and susta 

the actions of the agents seat hy the Imperial 
Household Department. 

» The messaye of the 















Chief Director caused 
much alarm in the Co} and the Dep't of 
Agiic. Judging from present indications the 
Chief Director ts on top and the law aad regulae 
tlons are on the downward path, 








Our Korean comiemporary thus relates the 
story of a tecent assault upon the British Minis. 
ter and ils consequences to the offender :— 

A few days ago while J, N. Jordan, E: 
the Butish Minister, was walking along the st 
Inidge wear the farue site of the Sul Chemulpo 
Ry. depot in company with Rev. H. UH. Apppru- 
zellet, a Korean soldier belonging to the first 
regiment of the Imperial guard was coming was 
toward the bridge feom the apposite 

He was very deunk and appeared te 
unable to control his limbs. When passing 
Jordan the drunken man suddenly raised bis 




























arin and saluted the Minister bya friendly wh 
auioss his (Me, Jordan's) shoutder, Mr, 

dan was at the Gime unaware of the soldi 

approach and the unexpected and forcible 
salutation startled hint considerably, ‘Tne gene 
Hlemen seized the offender and handed bine 
over to the police station wear by. ‘The Minister 





ol Foreign Affairs, hearing of the episode, im- 
mediately called on Mr. Jordan and made sutas 
ble apologies and the War Department took the 
Prisoner into its hands and sentenced him to Le 
shot. However, Mu, Jordan expressed his desire 
that this summary punishment should not be 
meted out, Ln view of the Minister’s request the 
War Department commuted the sentence to ten 
yeas’ banishment. We may be able to excuse 
the transgressor for his audacious conduct on the 
ground of hiy being under the influence of liquos, 
but we cannot we his indulgence in drink 
which led him to commit such an act, 

























The Minister of Agriculture, Joung Nak 
yong, has resigned. His resignation, says our 
contemporary, was received with undisguised 
joy by everybody in the city except his few 
triends among the palace runners. Before he 
resigned his post, however, he secured the 
governorship of South Chungchong for his 
son. 








rhe underwriters of the steamer Pelican paid 
the insurance due on her on March 16th. 
Both owners and insurers are resident jn Great 


Biitain, 
»Go 


Digit 





held on Saturday afternoon. Mr. J. Dodds pre- 
sided, and there were also present Messrs. 
Hayieman, W.R. Bennett, and J.D. Hutchison 
(Directors) ; Messrs. W. Kitkwood, A. B, Wal 
tard, T. Duet, F. Cummins, Captain Weston, 
C.W. Ure, H. Heckert, F. S. James, F.S. 
Adrian, A. Band, W. Sutter, H. Z. Wheeler, A. 
Woolley, C. B. Stedman, D. Reess, T. B 
Glover, Dr, Divers, and Capt. Lee. 


The Chairman remarked :— 


Alter an absence from Yokohama of a year, 1 
am much pleased once again to meet the Share- 
holders of the Company in this room, and tobe able 
toaddress them from the chair which your Direc 
tors have been so kind as to invite me to occupy 
once more. On my return here, one of the first 
things in connection with the Brewery that attra 
ted my attention was the long advertisement 
the vewspapers, ander which the meet 
is called, Before making any 














Ren, 
ies, it ap 
peared to me to denote « want of aciond between 
the shareholders and the Board—a feeling, pos- 
sibly, on the part of the former that the Duectors 





were moving too slowly, Since, however, | have 
had the opportunity of perusing the minutes af 
the Board meetings, [have proved that this feel- 
ing, if it existed, was entirely withont founda 
tion that the Duectars were moving towardy 
the same goal as that pointed to by the resolu 
tions to be brought forward to-day, wamely, thal, 
in view of the tapidly-increasing business of 
the Company, it is absolutely necessary t0 raise 
additional capital to enuble the Company to cope 
with the ever increasing orders that pout in upon 
the Beewery. But, Hy, in the i 
the Shareholders, the Board moved with circum: 
spection and caution in view of circunyst 
which the Shareholders had wot full knowledge. 
‘The signatories to the requ only anticipated 
the action of the Directors—ihey wauld in due 
course have submitted a scheme to the Share- 
holders, but ave vow practically atone with the 
requisitiontsty in an amended series of Reselu- 
tians, which they have recently sent m3 and ay 
the Directors find themselves im full accord with 
ent, 1 will 
it for adop- 








































the scheme proposed inthe aimend 
vead hom the chair and cu 


tion to the meeting. 


The Cwairman then read the requisition as 
follows :— 








April 25th, 1898, 
fo the Directors, 
Jaran Brawery Compasy, Limitsp, 
Yokohama, 
GiNTLEMEN :— 

Opinions having heen expressed by certain 

shareholders that they are not willing to suppoit 
a portion of the Resolutions that we gave 
notice we should bring before the Extraordinary 
General Meeting of Shareholders, to be held on 
the goth April, and considering, as we do, that 
it is moat desirable in the interests of the Com: 
pany that changes such as we propose should 
meet practically the wnanimous support of all 
concetned, we now beg to give notice of ow 
request to the Chairman of that meeting to lay 
such Resolutions before the shareholders amend- 
ed as follows :— 
That (b) and (c) of Resolution 3, be omitted. 
That in consequence of such Re. 
solution 3 («1) be amended as follows :—The words 
in line T*'That the balance of 300,000 yen uf 
Capital? to tead “That 300,000 yen of such 
Capital.” 

The words in ‘the last paragraph “with the 
6,000 shares in (4) (b) and (c) mentioned” to 
read “with the 3,000 shares in Resolution 1 and 
Resolutions 3 (4) mentioned.” 

The words in the last paragraph “on the othe: 
6,00) stares" to read "on the other 3,009 shares.” 

3 That in consequence of the omtssion of Ree 
solution 3 (b) & (c) this further Resolution be 
added to take the place of such omission + 

+ Phat the balance of 150,000 yen ul Capital be 
obtained in such manner and at such times as the 
Directors for the time being may see fit, 

and further 

4: That throughout these Resolutions the word 
yen to read Dollars in the event of the carrying 
into effect of Resolution 1 heing impracticable.” 

We ase aware that difficulties may arise in 
converting the Company's Capital from dollars 







































We appreciate fully that some shareholders 
desire to see the Reserve Funds increased and 
buili up to assum equal to our original Capital 
or even more, and as our Articles give full 
power to use such funds in the concem; that 
is first as Capital, although not so treated—the 
further balance of Capital of 150,000 yen will 
not be at present required, although it may be 
at some future time. To meet this very reason- 
able desire the present amendments are chiefly 
directed. 

We believe we are right in ‘ing that the 
Great increase of late years and still daily im- 
provement in the Company's business ; creating 
a demand that the Brewery is unable to meet, 
necessitate the expenditure of the money now 
asked for, and that when this has been expend- 
ed the Company will be in a position to with- 
stand any opposition no matter from what quar- 
ter it may come, 

We, therefore, confidently trust that our re- 
solutions as amended will meet wil the un- 
animous support of all shareholders. 

We are, Gentlemen, yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Homas B. Grover. 
Montacug K rxwoop, 
R.A. Wyt 
Wa. Suttsr. 
Amprose B. WaLrorp. 
Butta A. Jamas. 
F. S, Jamrs, 

The Chairman said that was signed by the 
same signatories as the osiginal resolutions 
nd, therefore, was an amendment now pro- 
posed from the chair because the directors 
gave it their full suppon, according, as it did, 
with their own ideas. Their only objection 
to the first proposals was the dealing with the 
reserve fund, in which, he thought, even some 
of the tequisitionists had also agreed since, 
In fact, by this amendment they signified their 
accordance with the board. The original 
resolution and the amendment were now both 
beiore the meeting if any shareholder wished 
to say anything on the subject. 

The resolutions as finally adopted were as 
follows :— 

I, That the present Capital of the Company 
of $150,000, in 1,5C0 shates of $100 each be 
conveited into a Capital of 150,000 yen ctirrency 
in 3.000 share of yen 50 each. 

TL, That the Capital of the Company be 
fuither increased to make in all a capital sum 
of 600,000 yew by the issue of 9,000 shares of 
yen 50 each, 

TIL. That such conversion and increase of 
capital be effected as follows: 

(a.) That each Shareholder on the registered 
list of Shareholders on the 1st May, 1898, re- 
ceive in lieu of each $100 share then held by 
him 2 shares of 50 yen each, 

(6.) That 300,000 yen of such Capital be 
obtained by the issue of 6000 shates of 50 yen 
exch, Such shares to be offered at par to 
shareholders on the registered list of share- 
holders on the 1st May, 1898, in proportion 
of 4 new shates for every $100 share then held 
by them, 

Applications to. be sent in on or before the 
ist July. This time to be extended up to tst 
September for shareholders non resident in 
Asia. 

Payment to be made as follow: 

10 yen on application, 






































10 4, 4, Fst September, 1898. 
10 4, 4, Ist November, 1898, 
10 4, 4, Ist lanuaty, 1899. 
10 y, 4, Ist March, 1899. 


Shares not applied for by Shareholders to 
be disposed of at such premium and in such 
manner as the Directors inay see fit, and such 
Pre nium to be passed to Reserve Fand. 

These shares (6,000) not to be entitled to 
tank for dividend for the year ending rst 
March, 1899, with the 3,000 shares in Resolu- 
tion I, and Resolution IIL. (a) mentioned, but 








to yea, but we hope they may not be insuper- 
able. It is obviously a most unsatisfactory 
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to receive interest ata rate ot 7 per cenl. per 
annum on: ML installments from the time of the 
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same being paid. If the dividend for the year 
ending 31st March, 1899, should be 5 yen per 
share or more on the other 3,000 shares such 
interest to be 10 per cent., and if 7 yen 50 or 
more—than 15 per cent. 

(¢.) That the balance of 150,000 yen of 
capital be obtained in such manner and at 
such time or times as the Directors for the 
time being may see fit. 

IV, That throughout these Resolutions the 
word yen to read Dollars in the event of the 
carrying into effect of Resolution I. being im- 
practicable. 

Dated 14th March, 1898. 

In the course of the discussion on the various 
clauses of the resolutions Mr. Wheeler asked 
what was the motive of the directors in chang- 
ing the 100 dollar shares to 50 dollar shares, 

The CHairMman said it was to facilitate deal- 
ing, and to spread shares among a laige 
number of shareholders by bringing them with- 
in the reach of small investors. 

Mr. Ure asked whether, if that was the view 
of the directors, it would not be better to make 
them of even a lower nominal value; 

The Cuairman: I think myself that 50 yen 
islow enough, I may mention that the proposal 
to reduce the value of shares comes from the 
requisitionists and not from the Board, and I 
do not see any actual necessity for it, but still 
I agree with the reasons the requisitionists 
have adduced. 

Mr. Ui aid he thought that it would be 
more effective to the purpose in view to make 
the shares 1o dollar shares. 

Mr. Wueecer: I think brokerage would come 
in there.—(laughter.) 

The point was not pressed. 

With reference to resolution III, section B, 
Mr. WHrecer moved that the paragraph 
“Shares not applied for by Shareholders to be 
disposed of at such premium andin such man- 
ner asthe directors mas see fit, and such pre- 
mium to be passed to Reserve Fund” should 
be amended so as to preclude such shares from 
being allotted ata premium of less than 100 
dollars, 

The Cuamman said he did not think it was 
usual to fetter the hands of the directors in that 
way. It was generally left to their discretion, and 
he thonght it could safely be left to them, 

Mr. Waencer said that under the English 
law the powers of the Directors seemed to be 
unlimited ; they seemed to have a Star Cham- 
ber power, and the shareholders had no check 
over them iu the matter of disposing of these 
shares. He did not in any way, however, im- 
pute anything to the present Board. The object 
of the amendment was to prevent speculators 
possibly taking possession of the market. 

Captain Weston seconded the amendment, 
which was lost by a large majority. 

The Cuatnmay:—The Directors will bear 
the caution in mind. 

With regard to the resolution for changing the 
accounts of the Company from dollars to yen the 
Cuatexaw said an application would have to go 
to Hongkong and it rested with them whether 
they would admit the change or not. He 
amounced that the directors would endeavour 
to make the necessary second extraordinary 
meeting correspond with the general meeting 
of the Company, 

A vote of thanks concluded the meeting, and 
the Shareholders present aflerwards went over 
the Brewery premises. 

















NEWS OF THE WEEK. 
aaa amen 
Three sons of the Gaekwar of Baroda, ac- 
companied by their English tutor and his wife, 
and a native doctor, were passengers on board 
the Zavs from Bombay to Yokohama. 


We gather from the Kobe Chronicle that the 
crew selected for the Interport match at Yoko- 
hama on the 2rst inst. comprises Sorhagen 
(stroke), Kalkhof, Brockhurst, Mancini, and 
Meek (cox). 

It is rumoured that both the Crescent and 
St. George are coming out to_the Far East 
One of them should. bring a rfief Cs for, 











Barfleur, whose ship’s company are now over 
their three years’ turn of service in that ship. 
The Crescent and the St. George are sister 
ships—first class cruisers of 7,700 tons, built in 
1892 and steaming 19.7 knots. 


A Brussels telegram says:—Four Belgian 
officers will shortly leave for Ci in order to 
reorganise the Chinese field and siege artillery. 
The members of the mi MM. Five, Witta- 
mer, Servais and Richard, are all prominent 
officers in the Belgian army, thoroughly versed 
in the technicalities of their profession, 










The first through ¢rain de luxe for the Sibe- 
tian line is finished. It is composed of four 
splendid cars built at Moscow, an open saloon, 
dining car, bathroom, library, telephones, electric 
lighting, refrigerators,- ventilating apparatus, 
piano, chess, and means for gymnastic exercise, 
Nothing like it has ever been seen on Russian 
railroads, 

Prince Henry of Prussia, according to a 
home paper, will probably remain in Chinese 
waters until the autumn of next year, After de- 
livering the Emperor's presents to the Chinese 
Emperor, he will visit Tokyo to perform a 
similar courtesy. The Deu/schland will remain 
as the flagship in Asia for some years, Prince 
Henry returning in 1899 on another vessel. 








Russian journals state that the coal dis- 
covered last autumn by a Russian expedition 
on the shore of the Sea of Okhotsk is, as 
regards quality, better than any other coal 
known, It is also easily workable, and the 
beds discovered up to the present are extreme- 
ly rich, This discovery should be, beyond 
question, of great value to the Russian Fleet 
in the Pacific, 

Information has been received in Hongkong, 
says the China Mail, that the American sailing 
ship Daniel Barnes, bound rom New York to 
Hongkong, with a cargo of 5,700 casesoil, has 
gone ashore near Lampong in the Sunda Strait 
and is filled with water, The Daniel Barnes, 
which left New York on 16th December, is a 
wooden vessel of 1,485 gross tonnage. She 
was built in 1877 in Bath, Me. 





The plague seems to be steadily making 
headway in Hongkong and the adjacent main- 
land : meanwhile the Sanitary authorities of the 
colony are ging in what seems to ontsiders 
a series of petty squabbles as to the best way 
of combating the disease, each official having 
“his own litle plan.” Sull there is not at pre- 
sent much cause for alarm, and so soon as the 
wet weather sets in a steady abatement may be 
expected, —— 

At the regular monthly meeting of the 
O'Tentosama Lodge. No, 1263, held at the 
Masonic Temple on Tuesday evening, occasion 
[was taken to present the Worshipfal Master, 
Bro. A. Bellamy Brown, with a wedding gift. 
It took the form of a massive marble clock, suit- 
ably inscribed, together with a pair of handsome 
silver candelabra, Wor, Bro. Stanley E. Unite, 
I.P.M., made the presentation on behalf of 
the members of the Lodge in an appropriate 
speech, and the W. M. aiterwards returned 
thanks, —_—— 

The Hoilo Aeraldo reports the arrival at that 
port of a tugboat purchased at Singanore for 
the Iloilo harbour works. Stormy weather was 
encountered and the voyage occupied twenty 
seven days, of which seven were spent waiting 
at Labuan for weather to clear and two at 
jalabac, When nearing Iloilo she had to 
borrowa couple of tons of coal from a Spanish 
gunboat to help her on to her destination. All 
the stores she had left was the proverbial ‘half 
bottle of whisky.” 

















It is now certain that the celebrated Viceroy 
Chang Chi-tung has awakened to a thorough 
appreciation of the advantages of Western 
civilization, and that he is about to give a very 
signal proof of his altered mood by sending a 
hundred young men to study in Japan. How 
the youths are to be chosen or exactly when they 
will arrive we do not know, but it appears that 
& subjects of their studies are (o be mi 
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and naval affairs and technical matters in 
general, Such action on the part of the 


Viceroy is very remarkable, for the mood 
of the Chinese hitherto has been to despise the 
Japanese and regard them as upstaits and 
renegades from the revered systems of antiquity, 
The times have certainly changed. 


The gesult of the race—for the Jubilee vase— 
by the members of the Nippon Bicycle Club on 
Saturday, over a 32 mile course from Yokohama 
to Kodzu, was Scott first, Kingdon second, and 
Collaco third. The time of the winner, who 
started scratch, was then 50 minutes, the best 
time on record in Yokohama. The first four 
men fell near the finish, but Scott was first up 
and away and so won a capital race. 





The International Committee to study the 
position of foreigners in Japan under the new 
freaties was constituted in Yokohama on Mon- 
day, the 2nd instant, and consists of Messrs. R. 
D. Robison, Chairman; James R. Morse. Vice- 
Chairman; H. Abegg; F. Bianchi; G. W. 
Bramhall; James Dodds; C. Giussani; L. 
Gouilloud ; H. J. Holm; Ryle Holme; E. 
Koaff ;F, Nabholz ; and E, Wiamer, with power 
to add to their number, 












Since the fonr principal marine insurance 
companies —the Teikoku Kaijo, the Tokai 
Kaijo, the Nippon Kairiku, and the Nippon 
Kaijo—formed a combination, they have in- 
creased rates all round and made their rules 
more stringent, A meeting of shipowners and 
shippers of cargo was held in Osaka a few days 
ago (27th ultimo) to protest against this action, 
and to ask for modifications of various regula- 
tions. The united companies asked for two 
weeks to consider the matier, but intimated 
their inability to postpone the operation of the 
new system, as it had already been advertised 
throughout the country. 


The accident on the Tokaido Railway is said 
to have been caused by a blunder on the part 
of a pointsman, The time was 1.15 a.m.—on 
the 3oth instant—and the place Totsuka, In 
altempting to shunt the through luggage train 
from Yokohama to Kobe, the pointsman work- 
ed a wrong lever, and the engine, leaving the 
line, dragged the wagons alter it, the whole 
upsetting. The engine and cars were consider- 
ably damaged and the rails were broken, but no 
injury resulted to life or limb. Assistance was 
speedily sent from Yokohama to clear and 
repair the line, and communication was restor- 
ed after some eight hours’ interval. 











The Church Missionary Society in April 
entered upon its centenary year, and the Bishop 
of Exeter has written strongly urging the com- 
mittee to make an effort to raise the sum of 
one million sterling during the year. As a 
beginning he offers the sum of £1,0c0, and 
intimates his readiness to give at the close of 
the year a second £1,000 if it should be 
needed to make up the million suggested. 
Although the rooth birthday of the Society 
will not come round until April, 1899, prepara- 
tions are already being made for ils observance, 





Three Europeans recently succumbed in 
Hongkong to the plague. One wasa lad of 
14, the second a child, and the latest was Sister 
Higgen, one of the European nurses of the 
Government Civil Hospital, who contracted the 
disease whilst on duty. Since this paragraph 
was set up in type, news has been received in 
Yokohama of the death by plague on Tuesday 
of the eldest son of Mr. D. R. Crawford (of 
Messrs. Lane, Crawford & Co.) who died after 
barely a day's illness. 





About 3 o'clock on Wednesday morning, fire 
broke out at the Tokiwa Hotel, which closely ad- 
joins the Jiyutei Hotel, Kobe. The flames spread 
rapidly and before they could be got under had 
completely destroyed the Tokiwa, half burned 
the Jiyutei, and involved thiee © houses in 
almost complet in, The cause of the fire is 
unknown, but it believed to have originated 















inthe kitchen, quaiters, There was a good 


supply “OF water, and the firemen and police 
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worked with a will, The outbreak was entirely 
suppressed by 6 o'clock. The body of a maid- 
servant belonging to one or other of these hotels 
was found during the excitement on the railway 
bank not far away, a handkerchief stuffed in 
the throat, and seemingly dead by suffocation. 
A man suspected of the murder and also of 
starting the fire has been arrested, and is now 
in hospital owing to one of his feet having been 
run over by a passing train, He is said to 
have tried to strangle himself, and then to have 
thrown himself on the track.—Hiogo News. 





The new 6-inch quick-firing gun just adop- 
ted for the British Navy is claimed to be, in 
view of its recent trial performances, the best 
in the secondary battery of any warships in 
the world. The 6-inch quick-firer throws a 
100-pound armour-piercing shell, and the new 
guns fire one round in 61-2 seconds, and eight 
rounds in 56 seconds, The striking force of 
these shells is rated at 5.374 foot tons, against 
3,241 foot tons in the old quick-firers of the 
same calibre in use up to the present. 





A letter from Mark Twain toa friend shows 
he is still the same old Mark :- Thank you for 
your good messages. I think it very pleasant 
to be out of debt, and shall try to not let anyone 
put me in again. At work? Yes, alter a 
fashion, but if Vienna were less atiractive, and 
its people less engaging, I could work harder. 
Lecturing ? No, I was intending to lecture in 
Austria and round about, but when I got out of 
debt I cancelled all that, Honest people do 
not go robbing the public on the platform, 
except when they are in debt, Disseminate 
this idea—it can do no good.” 





M. Pierre Leory-Beaulieu, writing in the 
Economiste Francais on the country and rural 
population of Japan, makes the following re- 
marks :—-The Japanese, even in the villages, are 
seriously engaged in the way of progress: it 





is not, of course, a question of changing every- |‘ 


thing at once as by the magician’s wand; but 
the first impulse was given and did not meet 
with any resistauce, As far as agriculture, they 
would have, indeed, a great deal to learn, not 
so much for what they are now cultivating as 
for the advisability of varying the products 
according \o regions and not to restrain their 
culture, asis the case nearly everywhere, to the 
exclusive production of rice alone; their me- 
thods also apply to the question of cattle breed- 
ing. These reforms are difficult, because small 
owners, in spite of their qualities, especially with 
such a laborious people, have the great draw- 
back of not being innovators. These reforms 
should be of great impurtance in a country 
where the population, so dense already, aug- 
ments yearly by 300 000, and where 80,small a 
portion of the soil is utilised. 








Experiments were recently made in the United 
States with regard to the Lee rifle adopted by the 
Government for the Navy. The tests were con- 
ducted by the same surgeons and Army officers 
who conducted similar experiments about 
two years ago with the Krag-Jorgens-n Army 
rifle. Two cadavers were used, one of a fat 
negro and the other of a very thin white man, 
These were bound to planks and placed behind 


white canvas targets, at which the marksmen|: 


aimed. According to one member of the board, 
the rifle did not prove a success as compared 
with the Krag-Jorgensen Army gun, neither for 
penetrative powers nor humane qualities, At 
a range of 1,000 yards, supposed to be the dis- 
lance at which the Lee rifle will be used most 
frequently in naval warfare, the sieel-jackeled 
bullets of the Lee tifle failed to go through a 
corpse, and one bullet failed even to go through 
the right arm below the elbow, Froma human 
standpoint the weapon proved worse than the 
Krag- Jorgensen, for the bullets shattered bones 
into fragments instead of piercing them, In 
point of accuracy the gun did not seem to com- 
pare with the Army weapon, and this feature is 
attributed to the lightness of the bullet, 


The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, H. M. 
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, 


has been publicly snubbing Hongkotg’ 
"Dig ‘O 















Governor, Sir W. Robinson. It was in the 
course of a reply to Sir J. Colomb, who asked in 
the House of Commons whether Mr, Chamber- 
lain’s attention bad been called to statements 
alleged to have been made by Sir William 
Robinson, the late Governor of Hongkong, 
relative to the defences of that place; whether 
Sir William Robinson did make such state- 
ments; and whether Colonial Office regulations 
prohibited ex-Governors communicating to the 
public Press information lating to the 
defence of colonies acquired during their tenure 
of office. Mr. Chamberlain said,—My atten- 
tion been called to the statements alleged 
to have been made by Sir William Robinson 
to a Press representative. I do not know 
whether the report is correct or not, but I may 
say generally that I entirely disapprove of the 
practice, which has recently become common, 
of officials in the colonial service, or recently in 
that service, allowing themselves to be inter- 
viewed on leaving or arriving in England and 
giving their cpinions on debateable questions 
of public policy or on matters affecting the 
defence and military resources of British posses- 
sions, Iam causing a circular to this effect 
to be addressed to all officers in the colonial 
service abroad.—(Cheers.) 


























TENURE OF LAND IN FORMOSA. 
. 


to ee 

The following is extracted from the report of 
the China Association presented at the annual 
meeting held on the 23rd March at No, 122, 
Leadenhall Street, London :— 

Among the various questions that arose in 
Formosa, in consequence of its annexation to 
Jxpan, and in which it was necessary to have the 
tights and privileges of foreigners clearly estab: 
lished, was that of the ownership of land at the 
treaty ports. ‘The official announcement made by 
the Japanese Government in January, 1896, was 
that foreigners would be allowed to reside and 
carry on trade at Kelung, Tamsui, Anping, and 
Takao, and in the city of Tainan, 

Mr. Midzumo, Chief of the Civil Department, 
adds that, though it follows as a matier of course 
that foreigners will not be able after the fixing of 
these limits to reside, carry on trade, make fresh 
leases of lands or buildings, or to purchase build- 
ings outside the limits—yet the authorities will 
recognise, as hitherto, existing leases uf lands and 
buildings, or the ownership in buildings (at the 
four ports and Tainan), acquited before the deli- 
mitation of the boundaries of mixed residence, 
notwithstanding that such houses or lands may be 
situate outside the uewly-fixed limits of mixed re- 
sidence, As tegards the northern part of the 
island, therefue, the matier has now been satis 
facturily dis 

‘The town uf Twatutia had been in a different 
position, Although lor many years this port has 
been the headquarters of the foreign trade of the 
novth of the mers tad the right of 
lease of lands ‘The practice had 
been for English firms and others to hold the 
land or buildings cessary for their business 
in the name of their Chinese compradores. Tr 
consequently became necessary to regularise this 
position, These properties have consequently 
been registered in the shape of perpetual leases 
in the names of the j 
and foreign firms at 
as aright wh stil now they have only ene 
joyed as a privilege, This official regularisation 
of the position is, Mr. Bonar, H.M-'s Consul at 

A matter of especial satis- 
h Twatutia has fou 















































mui, consider 





allowed to own 
own name. 


1 lease lands or bu-ldings in his 
The question, therefore, which sooner 
or later must have been decided=-whether the ace 
quisition of lands or buildings since the cession to 
Japan, ina place where rights of leave even had 
gianted to foreigners, could have been 

ained—is now disposed of, Tn answer to 
ject, the acting Chief of the 

vil Department replied in the terms of a letter 
ch leaves no doubt as to the recognition of 
vacts of sale or lease between British subjects 
avd Chinese, so long as steps were tak: alee 

















those cantiacts in conformity the allotted 
status of Ch jects alter May 8, After that 
date, no Chinese subject will be able to 








(thongh within the limits of "mixed re 
Chinese subjects are to enjoy the same ri 
I became necessary, therefore, 


other foreigners). 
ale subjects should make ariangements 
MN 

















before that date to place their telations with C 
comptadores in respect of land on a proper bi 
Under Mr. Bonat’s advice such arrangements, 
mostly in the nature of perpetual leases from the 
Chinese, who themselves become lessees in pet- 
petuity, were practically completed ; so it is sale 
to conclude that British subjects have now dove 
all that is necessary to secure their interests. 











THE WAR. 


—= 
THE LATEST NEWS FROM MANILA. 
(From the China Mail.) 

On the morning of April 26th, about seven 
o'clock, the China aud Manila S.S. Co,’s steamer 
Esmeralda (Captain Tayler) arrived in Hongkong 
from Manila, bringing sixteen European and over 
three hundred Chinese and other Asiatic passen- 

Amongst the European passengers was Mr. 
O. F. Williams, the Consular representative of the 
United States, for whose arrival Commodore 
Dewey has been waiting with his s i 
Bay. Mr. Williams has remaine 
long as it wai possible, to took afte 
of the Republic, Although his position was one 
of great danger fur the last week or more, he 
pluckily elected to remain at his post, and has thus 
been able to bring away 
fences of Manila and environs, th 
the Spanish 





















isposition of 
ative proportions of 
Buropean and native troops, the condition of the 
waiships, torpedo boats and armament, which can- 
not fail to be of immense value to Commodore 
Dewey when he proceeds to bombard the capital 
of the Philippines. Mr, Williams was received 
upon hi val in Hongkong by Fleet Paymaster 

. A. Smith of the Squadion, Ensign H. H. Gald- 
well, Flag Secretary to Commodore Dewey, and 
Mc. Consul Rounseville Wildman, and immediate- 
ly on his landing granted an interview to the repre= 
sentatives of the New York Herald, New York 
World, and the China Mail. ‘The Herald's vepre- 
sentative accompanies the Olympia; the World's 
reporter is berthed on board the Hugh McCulloch. 


AMERICANS SKEK REFUGE ON 
BRITISH VESSELS. 

Ou Friday, the 15th of April, the American 
Consul at Manila received an intimation from bis 
Government to prepare to leave the Philippines, 
and that, in accordance with arrangements made 
between the United States and British Govern- 
ments, he was to hand over his records and 
pedimenta tothe care of the Britis Consul, Mr. 
E, A. Rawson-Walker, who, in Mr, Williams? 
absence, would look after American interests. Me. 
al once opened up communications with 
the Governor General, General Primo de Rivera, 
who professed to be ignorant of the stained e+ 
tatiuns between Sp: and the United States, 
Without the consent of the Spanish authorities no 
ansfer could be made officially from the United 
States to the British Consulat he Governor + 
General cabled to Madrid for Of 
ficially, Satuday was a holiday: of 
course, was a huly day, and without the consent 
of the Archbishop (alter being properly feed) no 
official progress could be made; and General de 
Riveta c * until the avvival 
of his successor, General Don Bas i, 
by the Isla de Mindanao, from Spait 
due transfer way made ofall American 
Me, Rawson Walker. 

Ay isgenerally known in Hongkong, there is 
quite a European Colony in Manila, a congiegatios 
wt loreiguers, other than Spamards, which has te: 
mained unmolested thronghout the whule of the 
trouble with the Philippines since 1896 down to the 
present time, ‘This Colony included some twenty- 
five A subjects engaged in business in 

s. Immediately upon the receipt of 
from Was! merican Consul 
is Conn yt nip business and 
la as soon as possible, Que or two 











































































orders 


ed 








wai 
to leave Man 
have left, Lut the majur ity have gone on board Bri- 








tish saiiing vessels in the Bay, where they should 
be sale from molestation whatever fate befalls the 
city of Manila, One ican, Mr. Johnson 
(said to be an ex-officer of the United States 
army), who went acioss to Mauila from Hongkong 
several weeks ago, is, we believe, the only citizen 
of the United States now in Manila. His wile 
having presented him with an olive branch a few 
days prior to the departure of the Esmeralda, Me. 
Johnson elected g to have 




















nth 

city will doubtless see to it that no harm belalle 
the family. 

dr. Williams speaks in terms of the highest 
praise regarding the kindness he and other Ame- 
rica citizens have received ai the hands of Mr. 
Rawsou-Walkercand the other Britishers, Upon 
Nearing the Wurn “affairs had taken, one Nova 
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Scotian skipper went to the Consulate, and 
offered an asylum to Mr, Williams during the few 
days he was to remain ashore hefore emb: 





on the Esmeraldé, ‘The kind offer was declined. 
Mr. Williams considered it his duty to remain at 

own Consulate so long as he stayed in Manila. 
‘The Governor-General, fearing his own people, also 














offered to receive Mr. Williams in his palace, and, 
@ declined with thanks, wished to 
body-guard to defend sulate, 






This, happily, was not required. No indignity, no 
ult whatever was manifested towards Mr. Wil- 
ms. He was allowed to traverse the streets, 
unguarded, and alone, from the Consulate to the 
Palace or to hotel, without the slightest inter- 
ference from the Spanish populace ; but Res had no 
the United States on the shield above the dont way 
was obliterated, and replaced by the Spanish flag, 
while the wame boards were taken down and kick. 
ed into atoms, Timeous notice having been issued 
to the few American sailing ships in the Bay, they 
cleared at once, and sailed away for safer latitudes, 
with one exception—the Greaf Admiral—whicl 
had almost completed loading a cargo of hemp for 
New York. Captain Stisling is in command, and 
he has his wife and thee children on board. It is 
not certain that he had a full crew, which may 
have accounted partly for his delay in clea 
out, but as hi 
order, he was evi 





































Before the depactuie of 
ing was seen by Mr. 





the imeralde, Cap 
Witham, and advised to recognise the expediency | N 
of getting away from Manila as speedily as possi- 
ble, but 1 is expected the Great Admiral is now 
in ‘hands of the Spaniards. Another American 
sailing vessel, which had gone to Cebu, is believed 
to have bee captured by one of the smaller 
Spanish gunboats. 


SPANISH PREPARATIONS FOR A 
FIGH 








‘The hasty preparations that are being made|g' 


for the defence of Manila teveal a state of sotten= 
ness probably unparalleled in the military and 
waval history of any moder in European Power. In 
the war between Cl id Japan the world got 
an insight into the lack of pairiotism of avaricious 
officials. Where millions of dollars had been 
granted to purchase the most mode 
Nighly approved weapons and warshi 
keep them supplied with reserve ammu 
4 thorough state of efficiency, it was discovered 
that the officials and officers had enriched them 
selves at the expense of the State and had allow 
ed the services, such as they wet go to the 
dogs.” The present hostilities be'ween Spain and 
the United States will similatly reveal the lack of 
patiotism and the desite for individual plunder 
which has conoded the Spanish services and 
sapped the vitality of the nation, leaving it 
helpless and at the mercy of the first Power 
to attack it, The mines and torpedoes defend- 
ing the bay of Manila are more ot less mythical. 
Unail a supply of worn-out cable had been 
piichased from the Sherard Osborn some weeks 
ago, the wherewithal to cender the mines effec- 
live was nowexistent; and even now it is 
assetted by those who. ought to know that-the 
approaches to Manila are wot guarded so 
effectually as they might have been, and with 
care, the American squadron should experience 
Itile difficulty in getting within shelling distance 
of the city, Some torpedoes were in stock at the 
Governinent Arsenal at Cavité and these have 
been tefucbished for the emergency, but important 
parts were discovered to be missing and will have 
to be teplaced—if that is possible—before they 
can form an element in the defence of the Bay. 

AL this point, it is well to describe the approach 
to Manila, We make the following extract from 
Mr, John Foreman’s work on the Philippine Is- 


lands :— 































he entrance to the Bay is divided into two 
passages by the small Island of Corregidor, on 
which isa lighthouse showing a revolving bright 
light, visible 20 miles off. Here is also a signal 
station, communicating by a semaphore with a 











telegraph station on the opposite Luzon coast, and] i 


thence by wire with Manila, 
he entrance to the Pasig River is between two 
moles, which sun out westward respectively from 
he Citadel on the S, bank and from the busi 
N. bank, At the outer 
ity of the Northern mole is a lighthouse, 
showing a fixed red light, visible 8 miles. 
“Vessels drawing up to 13 feet can enter the 
River, In the middle of 1887, a few electric li 
were established along the 
h to the first bridges 
that bridge, so that steamers can 
after sunset if desirable, 






















pter the River 


The ret 5g 





d by steamers and sailing craft trading 
within the Archipelago. The tides are very 
ittegular, The tise and fall at springs may be 
taken (o be § feet.” 

Earthworks have been thrown up on the Island 
of Corregidor, and some guns from the cruise: 
Castilla Nave been placed in position, “The Castidia 
is moored fore and aft off Manila City as a sort 
of guardship, prepared to receive the assault of the 
enemy. Appended is alist of the Spanish ships 
now in the Bay of Manila or in the River Pasig, 
where they are expected to await the arrival of 
and engage the American squadron :— 

Reina Cristina, tst class unprotected cruiser, guns 
21, displacement 3,520. 

Castilla, ist class unprotected cruiser, guns 22, 
displacement 3,2 

Don Antoni de Ulloa, 2nd ciuiser, guns 13, dis: 
placement 1,, 

D. Fuan de Austric 











and class cruiser, guns 13, 
displacement 1,159. 
Vatasco, 2nd class cruisers guns 7, displacement 





Isla de  Eiba, and class protected cruiser, guns 10, 
displacement 1,045. 

Isla de Luson, 20d class protected cruiser, guns 10, 
displacement 1,045. 

There are several other small gunboats, little 
better than armed launches, scattered about 
among the islands, but for fighting purposes 
against ciuisers they need not be reckoned with, 
and if their commanders have a reasonable 
amount of discretion they will not attempt to get 
within range of Commodore Dewey’s guns. 

Moored fore and alt, the Castilla cannot prove 
very effective as a “cru and one of her 
officers had so little faith in ie ability to ward off 
an attack that he gave it as his opinion that she 
would go down at her moorings. Along the 
Lunetta and on the walls of the city antique can- 
non of wonderful types may be seen displayed 
ostentatiously but of wo practical value for the de 
fence of the shore, Some of these guns are over 
150 years old, will be as dangerous to the 
ners as they can beto an enemy. There are 
tio modem breech-loading guns, and the arma- 
ment of most of the ships are of obsolete pattern. 
Scarcity of ammunition and projectiles is also re- 
ported, and it was hoped by the officers responsible 
for the defence of Luzon that the Jsla de Mindanao, 
ich arrived a few days ago, would bring out a 

supply. Governo-General Augustin was 
evidently altaid of being captured, for the /sla de 
Mindanao atrived at Manila flying the French 
ensign and disguised somewhat as a steamer of 
the Russian Volunteer fleet, 




































A MASSACRE OF THE SPANIARDS 
FEARED. 

The population of Manila and the suburbs is 
estimated at abont a quarter of a million souls. 
Of these about 20,000 are Chinese, 7.000 Spaniards 
engaged in trade, and 300 other Europeans and 
Ameticans, The available Spanish troops of 
European origin is estimated at less than 10,000 
(possibly 7,000), but there is a large force of native 
auxiliaries whose loyalty is only measured by the 
opportunities to desert, A week or two ago, the 
authorities heard of disaffection in one regiment, 
Unable to learn details the Ew ope cers 
picked out six corporals and shot them at sight, 
threatening to serve more in the same fashion on 
the morrow if the ringleaders were not handed up. 

It, the sella giment deserted 
gover to the rebels with their rifles 
and accoutiements. On the wns around Manila, 
there is a force of 25,000 rebels ready to descend 

anita as soon ay the first shots are heard 

ican ships, These men are badly 

organised, and only about §,000 are armed with 

das they are likely (o be juined by the 

k for the Spamards, 

n encouraging. [tis 

feared there will be a general massacte, Unless 

ids submit at an eatly stage of the 

and ask from the Americans the protec- 

the Spanish forces are unable to provide, the 

ity will be looted, probably fired, and many lives 
lost in the indiscr te slaughter. 

When the Esmeralda \elt, the Chinese, who 
iably suffer f both sides, loyalists and 
rebels, were deserting from the city like tats (rom 
asinking ship, For a cabin passage by the Esme- 
ralda as high as $150 was offered iv addition tw the 


























































ssfordinary fare of $50; and althou 





200, we are 
much higher, and that $25 was paid for the deck 
passage. 

lise 









perty, ‘The priests and civil admin 


ee little mercy, 


As the American Consul Wi 











487 





accompanies the squadron, his local knowledge will 
be useful to prevent unnecessary loss of life in the 
bombardment of Manila, a contingency that is 

on by our American con 











It is considered cer domina- 
tion is fast approaching ils end in the Philippines 
as itis in Cuba, and that, as the o 
able to undertake the administration, the United 
States, if victorious, will invite the co-operation of 
Great Brit Such a course would be accept- 
able to in the Far Sty 

voicing British opinion when we say that tlese 
rich islands, under intelligent rule, would speedily 
become a valuable asset to the cou 
tering the government. Any su 
tion on the part of the United 
welcomed by Great Britain so far 
the Philppine Islands. 























estion of coali- 
lates should be 
s it applies to 





A LETTER FROM MANILA. 
SERIOUS DISLOCATION OF THE HEMP TRADE. 


Manila, in 


We have seen a private letter from 
which the correspondent given his op 
probable effect of a descent of the Ur 
squadron on the Philippines. Six days alter 
leaving Hongkong,” be writes, “they would be i 
possession of the Philippines.” There are 
forts on the island of Corregidor, whi 
the entrance of the Bay of Manila into two 
passages, and torpedoes are laid in the passages, 
e passed the Spanish 
ficet, he is of opinion, will be easily disposed 
of, and the Spaniards will give in. ‘The Indians 
are massing round under leaders, and are expect- 
ck the towns any day, Iu the provinces 
gat every point, and Kuro 
peans and Chinese are retiring from the interior 
to the coast tow Owing to no supplies being 
able to reach the provinces it looks the hemp 
production will entirely cease, and until the 
trouble is over no hope is held out for the ree 
newal of production, Hemp in the United 
Kingdom had advanced £2 ton, and was expect- 
ed to rise £2 more next week. The writer expres- 
ses the belief that the war will be of short dura~ 
tion in the Philippines. 
































The following telegrams taken from the Shang- 
hai Mercury contain meagre details of eveuis 
preceding the battle of Manila: 

Hongkong, 28th April (1,35 p.m.). 

The United States Squadron, accompanied by 
steam colliers, left Mirs Bay for Manila at 2 p.m. 
yesterday. Consul Williams, late U.S. Consul at 
Manila, is on board the Baltimore. 

Alex , one of the Insuigent Chiefs, is om 
board the Zafiro. He is to be in command of the 
insurgents upon arrival, arrangemer a 
already been planued; but he has very strict 
orders not to be barbarous. 

‘The chief object of the United States squadron 
will be to capture the Spanish fleet, or destroy it. 

Upon reach , Commodore Dewey 
will demand capitulation’ within thirty minutes. 
If this demand is ot complied with the U, S. 
fleet will bombard Mani 



































LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 








Pade ue 
(now rma Javan Tine’) 
THE WAR. 


FRENCH AND ITALIAN NEUTRALITY. 
GRACE TO SPANISH VESSELS. 
London, April 28. 
-France and Italy have officially pro- 
claimed their neutrality. President Mc- 
Kinley has issued a proclamation granting 
Spanish vessels leaving or arriving in the 
States till May 21, to clear unmolested, 
but the Prize Courts are to adjudicate on 
the captures already made. 
ENGLAND EXERCISES HER NEUTRALITY. 
In pursuance of her neutrality, Great 
Britain has prevented the sailing of 
American torpedo vessels from Falmouth. 
AMERICANS MAKE RICH CAPTURE. 
The Americans have captured the 
Spanish Transatlantic Liner Panama while 
bound from New York to Havana, with 
Spanish refugees and valuable cargo. 
BOMBARDMENT OF MATANZAS. 
London, April 29. 
The Americans have bombarded and 


i |destroyed the half-completed batteries at 


tanzass 
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THE “SHENANDOAH ” SAFE AND SOUND. 

The American steamer Shenandoah has 

arrived at Liverpool. The report of her 
capture by the Spaniards was untrue. 
NAVAL SKIRMISH OFF MATANZAS. 

An American torpedo destroyer has 
engaged a Spanish gun-boat off Matanzas. 
After eleven shots had been exchanged, 
the Americans retired, the vessel being 
apparently damaged. 

SPANISH SQUADRON GOES TO MEET THE 

ENEMY. 

The Spanish Squadron has left Manila 
to meet the American Fleet. 

London, April 30. 

The Spanish Squadron which had been 
lying at St. Vincent, has sailed for a 
destination which is kept secret. 

[The Spaniards themselves seem as much puz- 
zled about this Squadron as we ate, St. 
Vincent is a Portuguese possession, and it seems 
singular to hear of its serving as an anchorage 
fora Spanish Squadson at the present time, 
—Ep. 9.M.} 

The United States Coast-defence Ter- 
ror, after a long chase, succeeded in 
capturing the large and valuable Spanish 
steamer Guido. 

[The Terror ix a vessel of 3,990 tons, built in 1883, 
cauying a fine modem armament, in which are 
included four 10 in guns, and steaming 10-knols 











an how. We do sot understand how she can 
have ovehauled any Jarge, fast steamer.—ED. 
FM] 


According to Spanish reports, the bom- 
bardment of Matanzas by the United 
States Squadron resulted in the killing of 
one mule, 


[Reuter is to be congratulated on forwarding this 
news.—Ep. F. Al. 


Portugal” has declared neutrality in 
connexion with the Hispano-American 
War. 


The United States Government has 
chartered eight large steamers as trans- 
ports. It is supposed that they are in- 
tended to carry troops at once to Cuba. 

The President of the Board of Trade, 
replying to a question in the British House 
of Commons, said that Her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment was exchanging uctes with the 
Great Powers for the purpose of submitting 
to Washington a joint protest against a 
measure introduced in the United States’ 
Congress for increasing the harbour dues 
eight-fold. 

KEY WEST THREATENED, 
London, May 2. 
that Key West will 
attack by the Span- 


The Americans { 
be the first port o} 
iards, 








THE U.S. FLYING SOUADRON. 

The U.S. Government has despatched 
a flying squadron to intercept the Spanish 
squadron which was reported to have left 
St. Vincent, 

INSURGENTS CO-OPERATING. 

Simultaneously with the bombardment 
of Matanzas by the Americans, the in- 
surgents advanced towards the town, but 
the latter were repulsed with twenty kill- 
ed. This indicates that the Americ 
and insurgents are co-operating. 

WAR REVENUE AND TONNAGE DUES. 

The House of Representatives at Wash- 
ington has passed a bill creating war 
revenue, including tonnage dues. 

EUROPEAN PROTESTS. 

The British, French, and German re- 
Presentatives are protesting against the 
increase of tonnage dues and threaten to 
transfer their trade to Canadian and Mexi- 
can ports, if the increase is ears 


Dicit 
digit 





Seah 














EXCITEMENT AND LAMENTATION AT 
MADRID. 
London, May 3. 

Great excitement prevails at Madrid 
owing to the complete Spanish defeat at 
Manila, and people are openly lamenting 
Spain’s unpreparedness. 

‘BEGINNING OF THE END.” 

The American victory at Manila has 
produced a state of buoyancy on the 
European bourses, it being considered the 
beginning of the end. 

PROBABLE BOND ISSUE. 
London, May 3. 

The United States Treasury estimates 
that the war will increase the expenditure 
by $50,000,000 for the next two months, 
completely exhausting the currency in the 
treasury. Hence Congress is asked im- 
mediately to authorize a bond issue. 

Martial Law has been proclaimed at 
Madrid. 

BRITISH WARSHIP AT HAVANA. 

The British cruiser Za/dot has arrived 
at Havana. 

[The Talbot is a 2nd class ciuiser ; 5.600 
displacement, Indicated . 9,600; gu 

65-im. Ql. 6 13) 4 


speed, 19 5, © 
at Devonpurt.J 


INCREASED TONNAGE DUES SUPPRESSED. 
‘The Washington Senate Committee has 
decided to suppress the increased ton- 
nage dues. 
THE BATTLE OF MANILA. 

No details have been received in London 
about the battle of Manila beyond the 
actual fact of the Spanish defeat. 

AMERICAN FLEET LEAVES HAVANA. 
London, May 5. 

There is still no news from Manila. 
The bulk of the American fleet which had 
been blockading Havana, suddenly went 
to Key West and, after coaling, sailed for 
the supposed purpose of encountering the 
Spaniards. 

SEARCHING THE ATLANTIC, 

The swiltest scouts are searching the 
Allantic for Spanish vessels. 

SPANISH SQUADRON DOOMED.” 

‘The Naval Board has decided that the 
Spanish Squadron must) be destroyed 
before Havana is taken. 

PHILIPPINES TO BE HELD AS SECURITY 
AND MAY BE SOLD TO ENGLAND. 

The Mew York Times says that Presi- 
dent McKinley is determined to retain the 
Philippines until the close of the war. 
Should Spain fail to pay the indem 
the islands will be sold to a European 
Power, preferably Great Britain. 

WILD SCENES IN MADRID, 

Wild scenes are occurring in Madrid, 
In the Cortes, Senor Sagasta has been 
fiercely attacked on account of the Manila 
disaster, and for the Government's unpre- 
paredness, despite the immense colonial 
credits. 


THE TWO THOUSAND GUINEAS. 
London, April 29. 
‘The following is the result of the racing 
in the Two Thousand Guineas Stakes :— 
Disracli 1. Wantage 2. Hinus 3. 
PLAGUE IN CALCUTTA. 
The Pest is spreading rapidly at Cal- 
cutta and the people are much alarmed, 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASE ORDI- 
NANCE. 
London, April go. 
the House of Commons Mr, Cham- 


ate i 









9 
plement 4335 


15 
launched in 1895 


























berlain stated that the Government was 
not prepared to re-enact the Contagious 
Disease Ordinance for Straits Settlements, 
but that the former was in communication 
with the Governor of the Settlements as 
to whether some other measures could he 
adopted as a possible check to the further 
spread of venereal disease. 
‘THE CHINA ASSOCIATION. 


“BRITAIN WILL REMAIN AT THE TOP OF 
THE TREE.” 

The China Association entertained the 
Hon, Edward Blake at a banquet. Sir W. 
des Voeux presided, and Sir C. Clementi 
Smith and 150 others were present. Sir 
Clementi Smith said Mr. Blake assumed 
office under the most favourable auspices. 
In reply Mr, Blake said that whatever 
betide he had the profoundest belief that 
Britain would remain at the top of the 
tree, and that British interests would ever 
be paramount. 


(Received by the Fi.) 
FRENCH MISSIONARIES MURDERED, 
Peking, April 28. 
Two French missionaries have been 
murdered by Chinese at Yunanchao in the 
province of Kwansi. 
EXPORT OF CHINESE RICE. 
Peking, April 29. 
On further enquiries into the with- 
drawal of the prohibition of the exporta- 
tion of Chinese rice, it is stated that, owing 
to the failure of crops in Southern China, 
no rice will be exported to Japan this 
year. The withdrawal of the prohibition, 
however, is to be notified in the event of 
a bad year in Japan. 
RUSSO-CHINA BANK AND OTHER CON: 
CESSIONS. 
Peking, April 30. 
The Chinese Government has granted 
the following privileges to the Russo- 
China Bank: (1) Construction of a rail- 
way extending from Kwohluh in Chili 
province to Taiyuen in Shansi province, 
and (2) the extraction of minerals in 
Taiyuen and Fanchow. 
AMERICAN SQUADRON SAILS 
MANILA BAY. 
Hongkong, May 3. 
Having cannonaded and taken posses- 
sion of Corregidor Island, the American 
fleet proceeded into Manila Bay yesterday. 
= OCCUPATION OF MANILA. 
Hongkong, May 3. 
The Americans having sunk or destroy- 
ed the Spanish warships, and silenced 
the coast batteries, have occupied the 
city of Manila. 
SUBMARINE CABLE DESTROYED. 
Hongkong, May 3. 
The cable has been destroyed by the 
Americans. 


INTO 





(Frow tHe Korn Hameo“) 
‘THE MOVE ON MANILA. 
Shanghai, 10 3> a.m. April 28. 
Alejandri one of the leaders of the late 
tebeilion in the Philippines, accompanies the 
United States Squadion to Manila, in order to 
exercise control over the rebel forces, known 
to be massed in the rear of the city, and to 
prevent the rebels fiom any acts of barbarisin 
in the event of a successful attack ou the city. 




















(Fos tum N.- * Daruy News") 


END OF THE REBELLION IN BRITISH 
NORTH BORNEO. 


Singapore, April 26, 
Mat Salleh has submitted on terms satisface 
tory to the B 
the rebellion, 


ish North Borneo Company, and 
ended. 
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The Yokohama ai 
closed dusing the su! 





So.utios or Prostem No. 366. 





wuire, BLacK. 
1—BioB7 1—K takes R 
2—B toQ 5 mate 
1—P takes R 
2—Q to B2 mate 
1-Q0 Q4 
2—B takes P mate ge 8 
1—P takes P 
2—Q to Bg mate [takes P) 
1—Q B moves (or 
2—Q takes Q mate [takes Ku) 


1—K B moves (ot 
2—Q takes P mate 


etc., etc, 





Correct solutions received from Voila, Miss S., 
Marco, and J.A.F. 


Last week's Problem should have been uum 
Lered 368 and the games 382 and 383 respectively. 


Prosiem No. 369. 
By Euit Prapionat. 
First Prize Kalian [oternational Tournament. 





waite, 
White mates in three moves, 





Sovution or THe ZiG-ZaG Puzzee, 
J.A.F. sends solution of the Zig-Zag Puzzle 
which we published a little time ago. Suppos: 


ing the nine squares to be the ones furthest down | 2 
in the right-hand comer, beginning with IC R sq, | 24 


proceed thus:—B to B'sq. Q to Kt 2, Kio R3, 
BtoR2,Rto Ki 2, Qto R=q, B to Ki 2, Rto 
Bog, Bio Keg, KO Bz, Bie R 3, Qo Ka, 
I to R sq, B to R 2, R to Kt sq, Q to B sa Rte 
Kt 2, Bto Bsq. R to R2, Bo Rea, R to Ry 
BuRz, K Kt sq, Bo Rsq, Q to Ki 2, K 
to Bsq. 





Yoxouama CHAMP:onsutP. 

‘The Championship has been won by Mr. Fried- 
lander, with a clean score of nine wins and no 
losses.” Mr, Btiedlander thus becomes the holder 
for the ensuing year of the Championship Tiophy, 
a fine silver-cup, presented six years ago by Mr. 
O. Keil. 

‘The previous champions of the Y. C. C, were 
Mr. O. Balk (1893) and Mr. J. F. Griffin (1896). 

The Yokohama Chess Club, as will be seen from 
the notice above, is naw closed, but members de- 
sirous of playing during, the summer will always 
find some boards going at the Secietary’s tesidence 
(No, 22-B Bluff) every Thursday evening, and ave 
cordially invited. 




















Cusss in Tokyo 
BND GAME. 
BLACK 


Ms 








Digitized by 


Goo 





In the above pos! 
K 310 K B3 attac 
plied by R to Q 


Black had played R from 
the Q. White now + 
Black has no resource. 
mediate mate, and 





8! 
Capturing the Q leads to 
the Q cannot move, without irreparable loss, in 
order to let the K escape. 





Game, No. 384. 
Tue Usiten Srares Cuawrionsnie Marcu. 
Pillsbury won the twelfth game in the match 
with Showalter, on jay, April 1, the victory 
giving him the match and the Championship, with 
the stakes of $2,000. ‘The following is the sum- 
mary — 


















Game, Date. Opening. Woo by. 
1 Feb, 25 French Defence Showalter 
2 28 Ruy Rapez Pillsbiny, 
3 Mar, 4 French Defence Pillsbury 
4 ” 7 0 Qt Drawn 
5. okt $a) Q: mb, Declined Pillsbury 
6 4 14 BwQ4 D. aw: 

7 4 16 French Defence Pillsbury 
8 4, 21 Ruy Ropez Showalier 
9°» 23 Q's Gamb. Declined Pillsbury 
Toy 25 Ruy Lopez Pillsbury. 
m1 4, 30) French Defence Showalter 
12, Apr. “1 Ruy Lopez Pillsbury 





‘Total—Pullsbury, 7; Showalter, 3; Draw 





Fourra Game. 
Queen's Pawn’s Openin 
White—Showalter. Black—Pillsbury, 














(j) ‘This virtually ends the batile. White can 
not win, since he can not guard the Q Kt and QB 
P, for if he waves Bto B6or BtoQ2 Black would 
answer P to R 6, Nor has Black any winning 
chances. White's Bishop easily stops the adverse 
Pawn. 


AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIP. 

The British Qhess Monthly says that Mr. 
Jacobsen, the new Australian champion, has ve- 
ceived anather challenge besides that of Mr. 
Jonas, and one that comes from acather unex: 
pected quarter. ‘The name of Mr. Wallace will 
be remembered as that of a former champion of * 
Australia before Mr. Crane, [t was thought that 





he had tetived altogether from the practice of 
chess, but he has wow written a letter to Mr, 
Jacobsen to say that “as a general feeling of 
Tegret appears to exist in Australian chess circles 
that he (Mr, Wallace) has never crossed swords 
with hi i 





to tes 






pl 








wold.” He then states intention to challenge 
Mr. Jacobsen to play a teh with bh either 
before or after his match with Mi. Jonas. Mr, 





alulates him on his 
but states that he can. 
not give a definite reply until bis match with Mi, 
Jonas is over, when he hopes that Mr. Wallace 
will challenge the winner. 


Jacobsen, in his answer, ci 
return ta the chess arena, 











Cuess Norss. 
Marshall, another young player, is Champion 
of the Brooklyn Chess Club. He beat Napier, 




























































WHITE, — BLACK. WHITE, BLACK last year's Champion, in the tie match. 
1 Pk Ftp 30 i 3) hard Janowski, the French Champion, and Amos 
2P K3 Morey (oteae x Kt Bi the Bgl were going to play a match 
SEH Rai (Sepe Ries [MRE kcsshnu ps 
4 4 Ki OKs 2 "Neier lavid Chiesa Avcihtiai) peeposes:ta 
5 Ki KBs KixBeh Set, K5 | celebrate th yianszation 
6 aD pas 33 ne" es) i by a s xen, Holland, 
7 Ki B3 4 36 Rx 2) K2] Queen Emma and the Queen Regent offer th 
8 PxP BrP yoP RS 0 -K B2 er Queet Regent offer tee 
9P Oy BK2 38 K Bz RKs Ajeeb, the famous automaton Ches--player, nt 
10 Q9Q3  PQR3 39BQ6 = PQRY  fagainst Napier the other aight, the 
iw Casties POKy 40 R 63 B B3 found move than bis match in the Brooklyn lad. 
12 Kes Q Kis) 4u RaR eR: The humihation of defeat was averted, however, 
13 B Q2 2 42 R By S [by tuening out the lights.—Lit-rary Dy 
14 P BS Castles 43 ReR QPxR(x) ps us = is neta: 
15 B Ksq OR Q-q 44 B B7 Rs 
1BR, BB-q 45BR5  PR3 
17 PxP(c)  QxP. 4° P Req K K3 — 
18 Kt K2 « Kts(d) 147 BB3  -K Q4 THE NEXT MAIL IS DUE 
IgBK 3  BRage). | 48 P Kis(h) RB BxP Hine, Steamer. 
20BBg, = BB3 49 Bs BK-q P.M. Co. 
ar Kixkt Oak 50 BaP(Kt2) BxP P.&O Co 
22 B B7 2 51 POR3 - KxP ND. Loyd Hohensollen 3 Tu May 10 
R Bq RK-q 52BB6° = -K Qy M.M Co, W. May 28 
RKB; QKs 33 BaP P 5(i) fo, Mebic Th, May 19 
259 2? B Kg 54 PxP P B6 C.of Rede Jie. Th. May 19 
2088; BB3 35 PxP K Bs Ems ef China M. May 23 
27RK3 B 3OPKy B Kai) . Em. of Jap n Th. May 26 
2RKBq Q K3 | 5 7Diawn game. e - May 29 
agkKtBq B Ka = 


Notes from The Press, Philadelphia. 

(a) The usual play iy P to K 3, 01 Pto Kg. The 
text-play, however, is quite satisfactory, He will 
be enabled to continue Kt to Kt sand Kt takes B 
or Pto K 4, both leading to a good development. 

(b) He could not play B te Kt 2 on account of 
Kt takes Ki P, followed eventually by Q takes It 
Bien) nd Q takes B. 

(c) Muctr better was Pto K Kt 4, which would 
have given White pretty good chances for a King 
ide attack, The text move enables Biack to equal 
ize the game. 

(4) Anexcellent move, which completely breaks 
the adverse attack, White now can not well play 
Ki—K Bg on account of Kt x Kt and Ktx Q. 

















Similar would be Black’s answer, should White | = 


play B takes B. Perhaps the best play White has 
on hand is B to Kt 3, which, however, leaves him 
without any advantage. < 

(e) Better, perhaps, was Kt takes Ku. 

(1) Had White played B to R 6, then Bio Q3 
might have been answered, and White lost time i 
tetteating the Bishop. ‘The text-play leads to an 
exchange of Kt against Bishop, after which there 
is hardiy any winning chance for either side, 

(g) This exchange leaves a Bishop and 6 Pawns 
on either side. The Bishops being of opposite 
colours the legitimate outcome would be a drawn 
game. The contestants, however, continued play: 
ing and some pretty combinations are made, By 
proper play, however, either side can easily hold 
his own, 

(1) A pretty move. Ii Black plays R P take: 
P, then White answers B takes P, and Back can 
not capture the Bishop since P to'R 6 would win. 
If, however, Black captines with B P, then B takes 
Kt P and B takes R P would fallow 

(i) Now Black attempts to win. ‘The sacrifice 














of the Kt P and B Pxives him the passed Q RP, 
te however, can be stopped by the Bisliog.. 


UNIVE 






f 
2 Left Nagasaki on the s'h 
3 Left Hongkong on the sth inst. 

4 Left San Francisco on the goth April. 


THE NEXT Matt. LEAVES 



























for Line, Steamer, Date, 
Europe, via Sthai, M.M.Co. Laos We May a 

NY.K. Kobe Maru W. May tt 
America P.M.t0, China W. May tt 
Mongkon N.D.L,  Huhenzollern May ts 
Hongkong P.& 0, Co, Rosetta 

PLM, Co. C.of R.de J'toF. uy 20 

0.0. Co. Helgic Sa, May ar 
Hongkong (.P.R.Co, BmofChina  M, May a3 


Canada, &c.. 
Hongkong 











LATEST SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS. 
Pern, American steamer, 2,540, D. Fri 






May,—San Francisco, rah April, 
lulu, 20:8 April, Mails and Gener 
SL. Co, 


Canton, {:itish steamer, 1,110, S. Wilde, tat May, 
Ilo Lie, 220d April, Sugat—Jardine, Mathe: 
son & Co. 

Hupeh, British steamer, 1,846, Quail, 1st May,— 

General — 


jongkong, 23d Aptil, Butterfield 
& Swire. 

Zweena, British steam: 
Hongkong, Rice.—N 

Boynton, Bitish steamer 
Kobe, 29 bh April, Rice. 

Candia, British steamer, 4.195, G. K. Weight, tat 

ports, Kobe, goth” April, 
Genetal—P. & 6. S..N. Co, 

Hermes, Norwegian steamer, 865. J 
aud May,—Hongkong, 22nd April, 
Dwidjimaltitheson & Co, 


RSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 












C. Jensen, 
General, — 
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Phoenix, Noiwegian steamer, 1,964, M. Larsen, Ist 
May,—Newebwang, 241 April, Beans and 
Bean Rock.—M. Raspe & Co. 

Hunan, British steamer, 1,158, Frases; and May, 
—Takow, 24th Apti!, Sugar.—Buterfield and 
Swire. 

Yuen Sang, British steamer, 1,106, Kynoch, 1st 
May,—Hongkong, 25th April, Sugar and Rice. 
—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, Geo. A. 
Lee, 3rd ‘May,—Vancouver, B.C., 20th Aptil, 
Mails and General.—C. P. R. Co. 

Heiyen Kan (7), Japanese gunboat, 2.185, Capt. 
K. Olusuka, 3rd May,—Yokosuka, 3rd May. 
Fooksang, British steamer, 991, Anderson, 4th 
May,—Hongkong, Rice and Rugar.—Jardine, 
Matheson 8 Co, 

Laos, French steamer, 2,200, Fland 
Marseilles via ports, Kobe 3rd May, Mails 
General.—M. M. S.S. Co. ‘ 

Bellona, German steamer, 2,663, Von Binger, 4th 

Hamburg via ports, Hongkong 26th 

General—H Alirens & Co. Nacht. 

British steamer. 1,691, T. H. Dobson, 

ry, Wash, and Victoria, B.C., 

16th Apr., Mails and Genesal.—Dodwell Carlill 
Ce 




















1, 4th May,— 
A aan 















& Co. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P. 
Marshall, sth May,—Hongkong via 
Kobe, 4th May, Mails and General.—c. P. R, 


Co. 

Queen Olga, British steamer, 2147, Geo. Rs 
Harris, 6th May,—New York via Snez Canal 
and way ports, Kobe, 4th May, General— 
Butterfield & Swire. 

Sarpedon, Brititish steamer, 2,828, Grier, 6h May, 
—Liverpool via ports, Kobe, 4 May, Geueral. 
Butterfield & Swire, 

Canton, British steamer, 2,164, D. C. Gregor, 6th 
May,—London via parts, Kobe, 5: May, Genes 
tal—P, & O. S.N. Co. 














DEPARTURKS. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, A. Dixon, 30th 

“Victoria B.C, via ‘Tacoma, Wash, 

& General,—Dudwell Carlill & Co. 

Ih steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 3o:h 
Aptil,—San Prancisco and Honelulu, Mass 
and General.— O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Almond Branch, British steamer, 2,191, Anderson, 
goth April,—Rangoon via Kuchinotsu, General, 
Ballast, —Captain, 








pity 
Mails 








Formosa, British steamer, 2,616, A. G. Cubitt, rst] p. 


0 via pitts, Mails anv Genetal.— 





Amarapoora, British steamer, 1,619, W. D. Came 
ron, 2nd” May,—Takow, Lumber.—Dodwell, 
Canlill & Co. 

Latona, British steamer, 1,934, A. G. Patleet, 2nd 
May,—Nagasaki via Moji, General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Kong Beng, British steamer, 862, W. F. Joslin, 
2nd May,—Saigon, Ballast.—Captain, 

Queen Margret, British steamer, 1,932, Dunbar, 
aud May,—Kobe, General—Frazac & Co. 

Macduff, British steamer, 1,881, W. S. Thomson, 
and May,—Moji via Kobe, Ballast..—Dodwell, 
Carlill & Co. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. Friele, 2nd 
May,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and General. 
—P. M.S.S. Co, 

Kintuck, British steamer, 2,881, C. dela Perelle, 
and May,—Shanghai, Geveral—W. M. Stra: 
chan & Co, 

Empress of Fapan, 
A. Lre, qth Ma 
and Gen 

Zween 








British steamer, 3,003, Geo. 
—Hongkong vid ports, Mails 
I—C. P. R Co. 

British steamer, g41, Nesbit, 4th May,— 

i, Ballast.—M. Raspe & Co. 

Olympia, British steamer, 1,691. ‘T. H. Dobson, 
6th May,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and 
General.—Dadwell Carlill & Co. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P, 
Marshall, 6 May,—Vancouver, B.C, Mails 
and General,—C, P. R. Co, 

1,110, S. Wilde, 6th May, 

dine, Matheson & Co. 

Boynton, British steamer, 1,630, Ivvin, 7s May,— 
Moji via Kobe, Ballast.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 


















PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per American steamer Pert, (rom San Fran- 
cisco via Honolulu:—Me. J. C, Cook, Paymaster 
Heap, U.S.N., Mr. Henry Lazell, Mr. 
Ebbecke, and Mr. C. W. Sandford, in cabi 
Shanghai :—Mr. Wilmer Harries, in cabin, 
Hongkong :—Mr. Jas. Buskett, and Mi. 
Brown, in cabin. 

Per British steamer Empress of Japan, fom 
Vancouver, B.C.:—Me Re acetic Ww. 
H. Butcher, Me. Berrick, Me. C. 1D, Black, Me 

























:»y Google 


Bleecher, Rev. Dr, Carman, Mr. and Mis, Carte 
wright, Miss Ellis, Me. R. Finch, Mrs. R. Finch, 
Mc. Gerald Fowke, Mr. W. W. Favell, Mr. T. 
Faishurst, Me, H.R. Hunt, De. Herxbeimer, Mc. 
Harvie, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Hant, Mc. W. P. 
Johnson, Mr. K. Kegami, Dr. B. Laufer, Mr. W. 
Pritchard Morgan, M.P., Miss Kathleen Morgan 
Miss Gwendoline Morgan, Mr. C. A. Moreing, 
Miss Mast, Mr. George W. Middleton, Mr, 
Thomas S. Perry, Mr: J. H. Peacock, Mr, Ram- 
say, Me, Scribuer, Mr. Chas. A. Schroth, Me. 
Joln C. Siegfried, Mr. E. Savounet, Mr. J. 
Stewart, Rev. D. B. Schneder, Mrs, and the (two) 
Misses Schneder, Mr. C s, and Mr, 
Young, in cabin ; 6 in second class ; 66 in steera; 

Pet French steamer Laos, from Marseilles via 
ports:—Mr, Pada Sahel Gaikossar, Prince Calley 
Sing Ras, Prince ‘Tousing Ras, Prince Chesafee 
Ras, Mr. Nance Lahel Gatge, Mr. Gouserness, 
Princess Indra Raza, Prince Pairyaseb Gaikossar, 

18. French Gajdkar, Mr. Rage 
Salel Gaikossar, Mr. Solumkerao, Prince Gaikos- 
sar and 3 daughters, Me. Sindadre, Mr. and Mrs. 
Plugger, Mr. R. P. Menengrier, Mc. Ojeieds, 
Mr, Toudzuki, Mr. Levy, Mr. Juge, Mr. Lays, 
Mr. Mad, Herrings, Mr. A. Romboch, Mr, Ester 
Cenenbon, Mr. L.-Mottet, Mr. and Mrs, Eymard 
and daughter, Mr. Eymard, Mr, Jaeckter, Mr. 
Tass ka. Loi, Mrs. Domballe, Mrs. Oh Yon, Mr. 
Ek Kee, Mr. Herpesson, Mr. Pemfeilhou, Mr. 
MacKin, and Mr. Chue Yue: cabin. 

ish steamer Olympia, from Tacoma, 
nd Victoria, BC.; and for Kobe :—Capt. 
. L, Beckel and ‘child, aud Mr. D. I 
Graham, in cab For Shavghai:—Mr, J. B. 
Fyle, in cabin 5 8 Chinese, in steerage, 

Per British steamer Empress of India, from 
Hongkong via ports:—Mr. J. Chailes, Mr 
Nicenventieysew, Mr. J. G, Gilebrist, Mr, E. C. 
Wilton, Mi-s Null, Di. and Mis, Machie and 4 
childven, Mes, J. H. D:oeye and child, Lt. Col. 
and Mrs. Whitley, Mr. T. and Mr. T. D. 
Jackson, Miss IK. and Miss B. Jackson, 
Mr. and Mis. Meier and child, Me, and Mrs 
Beauchamp, Rev. W. J mond, Mi J. P. 


















































































Whiton Smart, Mi. W. 'T. Rogers, Mc. CG. S. 
Dixwell, Me. and Mrs, J. T. Child, Mr. B. Al! 
Isaac, Miss A. H. Gowans, Mr. J. J. Bi | 





Rev, and Mis, N. Moore, Mr. E. T. Bethell, Mr. 
E.N. Summers, Me. J, M. Hay, Miss E. Hay, | 
Miss C. Smith, Ms. H. S. B. Brindley, Mr. R. | 
Willis, Mi. L. Publade, Mi. W. Kennedy, Mr. 
Stuart Jones, Mrs. Thiving and infant, ' Miss 

anby, Me. and Mrs. C. D. Wilkinson, child & | 
aid, Me. E. C. Ray, Mrs. Lingle and child, Mey 
and Mrs, Brockmann and child, Mi. E. D. Day, 
Mises Brand, Mr. H. Keswick, Mr. S. Leslie, 
Mc, J. S. Lord, Mr. C. E. Cornford, Mr. G. J. 
Parrott, Mi. E. ‘Colby, Lt. A. Fournter, Mi. N 
J. Naivey, Mes, Moore Graham, Mr. 
Mis. Burge, Mr. E. D. Von Nierep, M 
Mis, Brand, and Mis, Elmer and child, in cabin ; 



































five second class; 439 in steerage. 
DEPARTED. 

Per British steamer formosa, for Loudon via 
poits:—Mr. E. H. Booth J.P, De. Booth, Miss 
Both, Mrs. Cottrell, Mr. and Mis, E. Oliver, ate. 
M, Virvesvataya and native servant, Mr, A. Mac 
Leay, Me, H. M. Thomas, Mr. E. Owen, Me. A. 


N. Hansell, Me. J. M. Hay, Me. H, Brindley, 
Miss Hay, Miss Clement Smith, and Mr. J. S. 


Goodison, in cabin. 


CARGOS. 
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LATEST COMMERCIAL, 


—+ 
IMPORTS. 


The war monopolises all atten 
is practically at a standstill in the import market. 
A few deliveries of yarus have taken place at rates 
below the prices ruling last week. 

COTTON PIECE GoUNs, 
2+ $2 55 to 385 
2.80 to 3.35 
"Bs to 200 
195 to 290 
200 to 3.75 

Fin tao. 
018) to0.as 








aH 41, 984 yo. sy) 
oll, By: 
71), 24 yavis, 























2. $0.30 tw 0.50 
0:35 too.4t 


9 30 to 03h 
0.25 t0 0.375 
ots twu 22 
0.35 10. 0.50 


0.60 10.075 
0.50 100.85 





075 to 1.00 


1.50 to 1.70 


75 to 2.00 














32 inches oto 270 
Turkey Reds— 

sa inches Sov to 3.50 
bron Yau as ean 

+ 38-50 to 39.50 

41.00 to 43.00 

44.00 to 45.00 

46.00to 48.00 

42, Doubles . 5175 to 51.50 

2 60, Plai 61 00 to 61.00 

PI 75.000 77.00 

i 99.00 to 100.00 


Nos. 2'60, Gassed 72.000 79 00 
89.00 te 95.00 
2 112,00 to 124.00 


RAW COTTON. 











yn Pan Picuty 
American Middling $10.10 to 20.80 
Indian Uroach. -§0 to 21.00 
Chinese... 


to ans0 


‘There is nothing whatever doing ; prices are no- 
minally the same as last week, 


and nyuave § inch 13.95 to 4.20 





nd upw 

















ni 
Wire Nails, assorte 
Y tes, per box 
Icom, Hin. 3 
Hoop Iron (i to 14 inch)... 
KEROSIONK, 
Little doing still, 





$00 to 5.25 


$2 00 to 2.07 
1.95 to2.05 
ras 







GAR, 
The market remains fairly steady in face of 


small attivals, 





14.95 to 5.00 


+e u 3.35 tos 80 

Per British steamer Formesa, for London via| Ronn Galton 4:50 to 4.55 
ports :—Raw Silk for Enope, 123 bales; Waste avn Canton. 440 to 530 
Silk for Europe, 77 Bales. Whine edu Se teree 












NO" 





EYEBROWS, &c. 





GEO, COURTICE’S 
CONCENTRATED 
EXTRACT OF NUT GALLS 


Has been thoroughly 


It is NOT A DYE, but the colouring principle of th 
and will positively restore the eolot 
Thirty nears Professor of Halr Spreitics ts the Honmurable Benchers af the Inner Temple, 





and approved in 
x quarter of a C 


t Gall ina concentrated form, perfectly harmless, 
true to nature in TWO HOURS, 





I parts of the world for 








GEO. COURTICE & CO., 


Laboratory, 


(Late 234, 


8, Bishop’s Court, 


Chancery Lane, London 
STRAND). . 


PRICES: 2s, 6d., 3s. 6d., 53., 103. 6d., £1 1s. per BOTTLE. 


‘This EXTRACT is INVALUABLE to LADIES, as it restores the Colour close to the Skin, 
Ori | Trom 
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EXPORTS. 
RAW SIL 
Some little has been done, chiefly in filatures and 
re-reelsfor the United States Markets, both by fo- 
ind native shippers, Prices are $10 10 $20 
higher on the week. Holders seems to have re- 
covered a little confidence, and are not eager 
sellers, present tates. 














QUOTATIONS. 
Filatures—Iatra g'11, 10/12 den. 
latures—Eext 


Nominal 
#930 to ow 
860 to 870 
820 to 830 
830 to 840 
850 to B60 
850 to 860 
820 to 830 
890 to 900 
B10 to 830 
Boo to 810 
780 to 760 
840 to 830 
820 to 830 
790 to 800 
760 to 770 











Kakedas—No. 
Kawedas—No. 


rather more en- 
q and if holders are current, some little busi- 
ness will probably be put through, 

quorations. 


very dull, but there 





$ to 120 


ibiso—Joshu, Good 
Kibiso—Bushu, Fair. 





TKA. 

Settlements up to the sth of May were 6,457 
piculs. The leaf so far does not sliow the impr ove- 
ment heped for, but prices have ruled $3 10 $4 per 
picul higher than last season's opening rates, 

* QUOTATIONS, 
& upwards, 
$38 to gio 


$35,057 
lominal- 
Nom 








: EXCHANGE. 
Silver } higher from London and rates all un- 


altered, 














Srenting——Bawk T.E. a a0 
- — Bills on demand 
_ — 4 months’ 

- Private 4 month 





aig 
jauk Billsondemand., 48% 
— Private 4 mouths’ sigh! 
Ow Germany—Bank sight, 
— Private ¢ months’ sight 


ow 





Owl 


Ou Shanghai--Bau 
Private 10 day 

“Bank sight., 
ivate 30 day 
Her Silver (Loudon) ,.,, 


Ou 






















-—, WATERING 
_ APPARATUS 


| Non-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
‘and Street Washers. 

4 Garden Watering Boxes and 

| ‘Apparatus, 

i 


\ Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast- 
Ton Cocks and Valves. 


| E. QUESNIER, E. 
| engin an ac nt, 
| (Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
B27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
Panis. 

| Sandenuchle od Masts sme 
{ 

! 








tus supplied to the Vichy Co. 
‘Vapour Baths (Berthe system). 









& Co., agents for 
 & Co., PARIS. 





MB ren 
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INSTANT RELIEF FO RED BABIES 


and rest for tired, worn-out parents in a warm bath with Cuticura Soap, 
and a gentle anointing with Curicura, the great skin cure. 

The only speedy, safe, permanent, and economical cure for the most 
distressing of itching, burning, bleeding, and scaly skin and scalp hu- 
mours of infants and children, Curicura ReMeptres are guaranteed 
absolutely pure by chemists of the highest standing, and may be used 


from the moment of birth. 


Bold throughout the world. British a 
‘Cuem, Conp., Sole Prups., Boston, 


BABY SOAPS 


we wth 
Medierted, exquisitely perfume 





t: F. Newsrry & Sons, London. Porren Dave axp 
. Rar How to Cure Skin-Tortured Babies,” post free, 










aa ing ruhor thing 9 pa 
sora, at Curicuma Boar, the greatest of skin purfytag and 
dry ain, aad fling ‘air To, rows anda sap inconperte? 

vn a ir Ted, rug Randa, fie simply incontparabie. 
ne todd Tukuriaht heise Absolutely pure, duitsately 














LEA & PERRINS' 


OBSERVE THAT THE ° 
SIGNATURE 


18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 

DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 


OUTSIDE WRAPPER 
of every Bottle of the 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 


















48i 


May 8th, 1898. 
















Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, | S : U C F 
Gout and G: 1; the 


Woreester ; 
Ss P| safest and most gentle 


Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
and Export Oilmen generally. 
A| Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 


RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 
males, and the Sich 


ness of Pregnancy. 






Phe Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
‘Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 


ja 


“= ae Sold Throughout the World. ‘ 
N.B.—-ASK FOR DINNERQRD’S. MAGNESIA. 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLIN 


URBANA- 






September rgth, 1897. 93m, 
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Trade Mark on every Casting. 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“ SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHAKACTER.” 
OR AMENTAL ONSTRU TIVE WORK OF EVERY DES RIPTI ON. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CCNSSKVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, éc. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEKOUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFRRENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application, 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 








A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 

The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Contectionery Plants. 

Over 2500 Chocolate bbc fitted up to 

January 15h 2 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 











| MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
; MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


Address Wessts. C. ROHDE & Co, 
YOKOHAMA. 


November 21st, 1896. 


ILKMA 


BRAND 


CONDE NSED MILK 


a” Brand is guaranteed to 





The “Rilkmaid 
contain sli the cream of the original milk. 
in the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
rouued sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 











| Ghoapest for Beet Tea and Kitchen Use. 
LIEBIG 


COMPANY’S EXTRACT. 


Alway@Mfpok for the BIUE SIGNATURE. 

There are many imitations whie’s have 

not the same flavour snd ar> sot so 
caretully manutactarcd, 

















ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE.. 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, B! 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural Perfume 
le from flowers. 
Not a Chemical a eroparation, 
“AOLINE” PERFUME, “Most Refreshing.” 
“AOLINE” TOoILeT SOAP 
for the C 
“AOLINE” Tomer pow 
delightful Mloom to th 
“AOLINE” sachets. b 
eblets, Gloven, ke. 
“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Softening and 
veantifying for the complexion, 
OF ali Chemists and Stores. 
J. &E. ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 
ISVENTONS OF THR CRLUMUATED 
“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Scent.’ .R.H.The Duchessof Yor‘ 


January 1st, 1898. Yy. 





imparts 8 
omplexion, 
jul for Handker- 














GENERAL CATALOGUE 


@ND 


BUYERS? GUIDE 


ISSUED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & 60, 
THE GREAT MAIL ORDER HOUSE. 
Chicago, U.S.A. 
I$ THE MOST COMPLETE IN THE WORLD 


thas more than 14000 Llustrations, about 40.000 


Foreten Bayers;”" "nich ves: 
tion necessary, to, put, you, in 
‘Sou ‘us your nddress and we'll dO 


Montgomery Ward & Go., 
111 to 120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U. S. A. 








THE GREATEST ‘WONDERS OF MODERN 1 
HOLLOWAY'S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitatep 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘“ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills, 
the Nile Teibut 














Sin Samvet is work entitled 
tarieh in Abyosinias® hays ordeted the draygoman. Mahome: 
te inform the Fakir that | was Doctor, and 1 had the best 
medicines atthe service of the sick, with advice gratis, 
short time I had many applicants, to whom I served ou 
quantity of Holloway's Pills. ‘These are most useful toan. 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
Ereate! an" undeniable etfect upon the patient, which ratiates 
them of their value 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


emedy for bad | 
Itacts miraculom 




















uleerations 





of his extraordinary trayels 
<1 had with mea quantity of 
‘some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk,fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in'upon us. until at last 






World 











rinted and Published for the Propr 
Setfiementy by| nyu. Bacusay 8 
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The Sayan eekly Mai: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 








ARGISTERED AT THE 0.7.06 


No. 20,], 





Snmmary of News win. on» 
Spirit of the Vernacalar Press during the Week. 
upply Problem. 









Count Okuma 
A Foreign Loan 
1 inet and thi 


japanese Provocol 
and Mis Herod, 
mamary of the Reli 
inner toMr J. R. Herod 
Japanese Pacts and Coniment 
Korean Notes 
News of the 
Yokohama General 
nor of Kanagawa 









Death of the Gi 
Correspondent 








$ The Fagan Weekly Mail. 








MO RAISCK QUE DOLS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!” 











NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

No antice will ie taken of anonymous correspondence, 
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DEATH. 

At Government Civil Hospital, Hongkong, on 
the ath May, Linpsay Stawvorp Lamont Craw- 
FORD (eldest son of D. R. F. Crawlord, Esq: 
Hongkong), aged 20 years and 10 months, 

Nakano Taxuanira, Governor of Kanagawa 
‘at his official residence at Isecho, at 7.30 
yon the 120 
onths, ‘Th 
instant, at o'clock p.m., starting leo 
Aoyama Cemetery. 
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SUMUARY OF NEWS. 





Grave riots have occurred in mauy parts of 
Spain. — 

Very little additional news is yet to hand re- 
garding the operations at Manila. ° 





Tar Kujime Bank, which suspended payment 
some weeks ago, has decided to give up business, 


Tue Athletic Sports of the Y.C. and A.C. 
took place on Saturday and passed off very 
successfully, 

Tae Spanish squadron remains at Cadiz, leav- 
ingthe U.S. fleet at liberty to attack Havana 
and Puertorico. 


Some minor nayal rita ex Ot by 


9 | of 211 Republicans, 136 Extreme Left, 36 Mon- 


54] English conjurer, has been filling the Public Hall, 


Tue Jubilee Cup—a handsome trophy—pre- 
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reported during the week 


which Sp: 
always been worsted. 


ha 





Ow the 8th inst, a case of cholera was reported 
at Kakigara-cho, Nihonbashi, Tokyo. The 
victim died the next morning. 


Russta has leased 800 square miles in the Liao- 
tang Peninsula, and Great Britain has leased 
an exira 200 square miles at Kowloon. 





Tue French elections have resulted in the return 
archists, and 180 who must be reballoted for. 
Ir is reported that during last month the receipts 


of the Post, Telegraph and Telephone Offices 
through the country amounted to yer 1,152,235. 





During the week, Carl Herlz the well-known 


Yokohama, with thoroughly delighted audiences, 


received information that in Formosa 49 new 
cases of the plague appeared on the sih and 
6th inst, 
Tue plague at Hongkong and Bombay is sub. 
siding. At the former place some half-dozen 
Europeans have fallen victins to the disease 
this spring. —. 

ON the gth inst. all the bankers of the Eastern 
provinces held a meeting at the Seiyoken 
restaurant, Uyeno Park, Tokyo, After business, 
they dined together, 








Iraty has been placed under martial law in 
consequence of serious rioting in all the big 
cities, The rioters, it is alleged, have been in- 
cited by political agitators. 


Governor Naxano, of Kanagawa, who has 
been slowly dying of consumption during the 
past two years, succumbed to the tavages of the 
disease on Thuisday evening. 





Oprxton in favour of a foreign loan is streng- 
thening day by day in Japan, The Cotton. 
Spinners of Japan are still seeking an exit from 
their present pecuniary embarrassment, 





In the House of Commons, Mr, Chamberlain 
has stated that the reports of the rising in Sierra 
Leone were exaggerated. There was no in- 
tention to despatch European troops there, 





Twe balance of the China Indemnity having 
been paid to Japan at the proper date, steps are 
being taken to evacuate Wei-hei-wei, Two 
British regiments will occupy the place in the 
autumn, Lc eeeeral 


sented to the Reliance Wheelmen’s Club by the 
di Jubilee Committee, was finally won 
. Trwine on Wednesday evening after 
very good race, 





A Force of 6,000 men is assembling at Sar 
Francisco, whence they will embark for Manila. 
Congress has passed a vote of thanks to Com- 
modore Dewey, the Commander of the U.S. 
Asiatic Squadron. 
On the 2ndinst. the British gun-boat Zinnef was 
sent to Manila to watch operations there, A 
telegram dated the 6th inst. from Hongkong, 
states that another British warship, the Zamori- 
alité, of the Asiatic squadron, has been despatch- 
ed to the Philippines. 





Durixe April exports reached yen 10 619.270 
and imports yen 29,832,947. The exports of 
precious metals amounted in gold coins and 
bar gold to yen 11,914.803, and in silver coin 
ra bar silver to yen 6,197,557. Gold coins 








Tue quarantine authorities on the gth inst.| P 





BeteEGe% Vor. XXIX. 


and bar gold to the value of yew 40,452, and 
silver coins and bar silver to the value of yen 
398,253 were imported 


A Cuinese moB at Shashi, on the Yangize, 
has burned the Japanese Consulate, tl 





e 
Customs, the premises of Messrs. Jardine 
Matheson & Co., and the China M.N. Com- 
pany and some churches. The Consuls have 
fled down river with the missionaries. 





Tue following warships are charged with the 
task of carrying into effect the Neutrality Decree 
in respect to the Hispano-American war :—The 
Hiyei and Kaimon at Kobe, the Oshima at 
Hakata, the Chinyen at Moji, the Amagi at 
Oginohama, the Soke at Tamsui, the Xa/suragi 
at the Pescadores, and the Vama/o at Keelung. 


Tue Tientsin concession treaty has been signed. 
Japan has acquired by virtue of the treaty a 
Spacious concession on the upper course of the 
0. Japan has also secured the right of 
constructing a break-water on the lower course 
of the river and of establishing a tramway 
thence inside the walls of Tientsin, 





Tue Foreign Office on the oth inst. received 
a telegram from Séal that the Russian military 
officials who have been released from the ser- 
vice of the Korean Government, but who have 
been staying in the capital, recently received an 
intimation from St. Petersburg to leave. They 
will therefore take the first mail tor Viadivostock. 


Tue French Government has proposed fresh 
claims to the Chinese Goverment. They are 
to the following effect :—That 30,000 taels be 
paid as compensation to the families of the 
murdered missionaries, that a church be esiab- 
lished as a memorial of those murdered, and 
that the railway be extended from Nanking, 
Kwangsi, to the coast of Canton, 


Tur week's trade has been small in the extreme, 
so far as imports are concerned. A few feeble 
enquiries were made for certain low-figured 
yarns, but ag there was no response to the rise 
in Manchester no business resulted. In fancy 
cotions and woollens no improvement is report- 
ed, The metal market is still very quiet. During 
the week several lots of damaged bar iron were 
sold at auction and realized satisfactory prices 
and some galvanized iron wire was also moved 
off in a similar fashion, Kerosene is quiet with 
no appreciable change. Regarding sugars, bu: 
ness has been fairly steady, white refined be 
in most demand, Turning to exports, an in- 
creased activity is noted in raw silk, the 
decline in prices, together with an increase of 
public confidence in Ametica, leading to better 
demand in New York. In consequence, prices 
rose again, and even at 40 yen per picul advance 
on lowest prices of last month, holders are 
reluctant to sell. Settlements 10 date amount 
to 53.665, against 46,300 bales at sume date 
last year, Waste silk is quiet, though the 
tendency is towards hardening, Owing to 
fishery prospects being good this year, ordinary 
quality fish oil is quoted at yen 6 per picul for 
July-August delivery. Copper quotations, in 
sympathy with London, have fallen a point or 
80, With a geueral tendency to further weak- 
ness. A large amount of business has been 
done in tea, the settlements for the week 
totalling 12,655 piculs, Prices, on an average, 
are 15 percent, higher than last year, butit is 
thought that they will soon begin to fall. The 
cup quality is fairly satisfactory uow, 
quality of the leaf also showing a ry 
improvement since last week, Exchange is 
A¥rgjoncLoidoa and New York. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 


gee 

According to the Michi Nichi Shimbun 
Japan has no reason to be uneasy about the 
Hispano-American war. Whatever be its issue 
she will not suffer. That seemingly singular 
theory is based upon a profound belief in the 
resources and recuperative capacity of the 
United States. America’s wealth is so great and 
her trade so enormous that any change in her 
condition would be felt by the whole world ; but, 
on the other hand, she is so strong that, though 
victory might be expected to launch ber upon 
a career of extraordinary emterprise and pro- 
sperity, defeat would rouse her to efforts scarcely 
less vigorons and far-reaching. In short, the 
Nichi Nichi evidently regards her as a magni- 
ficent steed which, if beaten in one race, would 
simply be spurred to draw upon its illimitable re- 
serves of strength and swiftness inthe next. As 
for Spain, her defeat and the breakdown of her 
finances would close one of the sources from 
which Europe receives supplementary supplies 
of iron and copper. An appreciation of the 
market prices of those staples would follow, and 
though Japan might be slightly inconvenienced 
in the matter of iron, she would gain by the in- 
creased demand for her copper. She has, 














therefore, no cause to be concerned. We extract 
that kernel of reflection from a very large shell 
of platitudes composing an article which is not 
distinguished by the terseness and force babit- 
ual to the Nichi Nichi Shimbun. 

. 


. 





. 

This is certainly a curi time to advocate 
the colonization of the Philippines from Japan ; 
but the Fifi Shimpo, being convinced that the 
propinquity of the islands to Formosa forbids 
Japan to be indifferent to their fate, and being 
also convinced that she should not think of 
atlempting to gain possession of them, as some 
people suggest, sees no course except to des- 
patch Japanese colonists thither in the largest 
numbers possible, In tendering that advice 
our contemporary preaches from its familiar 
text, namely, that whereas the population of 
Japan is increasing with great rapidity, the 
area of the food-producing land is virtually in- 
elastic. Thus, while the population grew from 
36 millions 1880, approximately, to 42} 
inillions in 1897—or an increase of 6} millions 
in 17 years—the area of rice land was 6,870,000 
acres in 1891; 6,820,000 acres in 1894, and 
6 870,000 acres in 1895; and during the past 
five or six years the annual yield of rice has 
varied between the narrow ts of 383 millions 
and 41 millions of koéw. England, with a 
population of 38 millions, has an area of 120 000 
square miles, or over 300 inhabitants to the 























square mile, and Japan, with 42d millions 
ot persons, has 140,000 square mil: or 
280 persons per square mile. She is thus 


nearly as densely populated as England, and 
certainly has no room for her abundant inhabi 
tants, In the Philippines the case is quite dif- 
ferent. Seven millions of people are scattered 
over 114 000 sqaare miles, being at the rate of 
30 per square mile (sic). There is, cons 
quently, room for many millions of immigrants, 
and the country produces an abundance of 
sugar, tobacco, hemp, and coffee. It lies at 
Japan’s southern gate inviting her people to 
enter inand occupy it. The ¥:7f does not indi- 
cate the steps to be taken for effecting coloniza- 
tion, but seems to think that Spain is the Power 
to be consulted, thought it admits that the is- 
lands have virtually passed into the possession 
of the United States. 








* = * 

The Vomiurt Shimbun, discussing the same 
topic, says that after much discussion two facts 
emerge plainly: one is that the public at large 
ate convinced of the necessity of adopting some 
measure to relieve the present stringency of the 
money market; the other, that the various mea 
sures hitherto under consideration have been 
reduced to two, the purchase of the private 
railways by the State, or the purchase of War 
Bonds with the Indemnity, Concerning the 
former device, it brings up the g ques. 


re 
tion whether State ownership jof failw 
desirable, and it inv UT he 4H] 

















should be solved independently of extraneous 
considerations. Hence, on the whole, the wisest 
plan seems to be the purchase of War Bonds. 
It is contended, however, that only some 21 
million yen are available from the Indemnity 
for any such purpose, That appears to be a 
misconception, based on failure to observe 
that a aiill unspent sam of 118 millions, 
on account of aments expansion, is in. 
cluded in the account, There i parent 
reason why @ part of that sum should not be 
devoted to purchasing War Bonds immediately, 
the money required hereafter for the arma- 
ments’ expansion programme being otherwise 
procured as the need for it arises. Very likely 
if the present crisis were relieved by a measure 
‘on such a scale, there would be no difficulty in 
selling the bonds by-and-by in the home market, 
and thus recourse to foreign capital might be 
altogether avoided, 
* * * 

It is understood that the Government intends 
to devote a sum of about 20 million yea to sub- 
scribing for shares of the Industrial Bank and 
redeeming War Bonds. The money for the 
purpose is to be taken from the Indemnity, and 
the Shoygo Shimpo gives figures showing how 
that sum and no more is available : 
‘Total of ludemnity and Liaotung Re: 












































trocession Fund, according to ovigi- Yen. 
nalcalculation, principal and interest 
included, . 362,184.497 
Principal alveady received + 228,340,051 
Interest already teceived + 17,398,097 
‘Total alieady received «245,745 048 
Amoun eady spent sees 169,488,909 
Re out of total al- 
ready veceived + 76,256.139 
Amount to be received * 133,838,446 





From which must be deducted Interest 17,398,997 








Net amount to be received .. 116,439,448 
Add sum remaining from previous 


teceipts sss 








76,256,139 


192,695.587 





Total actually available sso 


Amount required for Acmaments? ex 
pansion programme, 2nd period ... 


118,379,988 


Remainder woo 





Sum alveady devoted to purchase of 









mestic War Bonds 15,000,000 
devoted to pu e 
20,000,000 
18,000 000 


Total 


Final remainder 
To state the facts it 


53 000,000 
21,315,599 
the Trea- 





a simpler form, 
surr, on receipt of the remainder of the In- 





demnity, will have in its possession 157.605,587 
yen in specie a 5 million yen in bonds— 
namely, 15 million yen worth of domestic War 
Bonds and 20 million yes worth of Chinese 
Joan bonds—but of that sum, 118,379,988 yen 
is required for the purposes of the armaments 
expansion programme and 18 million yen for 
the purposes of the current year's budget, so 
that only 21,315,599 yen is available for redeem- 
ing War Bonds. It is contended that to redeem 
2t million yen worth of bonds is not sufficient, 
and that at least 100 millions should be devoted 
to the purpose, But where is the money to 
come from? The Government could of course 
draw upon the funds that have to be laid aside 
for the armaments’ expansion programme, but 
if it did so, either the programme must be given 
up or funds must be raised elsewhere, It might 
also sell the bonds in its possession—rg5_mil- 
lions of domestic and 20 millions of Chinese— 
but the transaction could scarcely be effected at 
present without serions loss. It would be well 
if the persons who advocate the employment of 
100 million yen from the Indemnity for redeem- 
ing bonds would examine the arithmetic of the 
case a little more clearly. 


CR tes 


It is curious to observe some of the ideas that 
prevgil in Japan with regard to the Hispano- 
i War. The Chuo Shimbun, for ex- 





























inks that the war will not last long) \for -pay Gin] bringing (taboyee |S AT 
URBANA-CH 


though it believes that the America’ enota 
little apprehensive about the bravery and dash 
of the Spaniards, and would therefore be glad to 
reduce the contest to an affair of money, The 
Spainards can not accept a challenge of purses, 
but must bring the business to a speedy ter- 
mination, in which object they will be assisted 
by the sentiment of Europe, the continuance of 
the struggle being highly injurious to the 
material interests of Occidental Powers, that 
remarkable dictum is put forward by our con- 
temporary in the purpose of re-assuring the tea+ 
growers and sericulturists of Japan, who are 
said to be so much perturbed by the prospect 
of losing the American market that they are 
throwing away the young tea-leaves and allowing 
their silk-worms to perish, The Chuo alleges 
that such has has always marked the 
conduct of the agricultural classes. If the price 
8, they convert the uplands into paddy- 
id if silk is high, they pull up their tea- 
shrubs and plant malberry trees, never pausing 
to reflect whether the conditions to which they 
adapt themselves are likely "to be permanent. 
According to all appearances, peace will be 
restored before the tea and silk seasons are in- 
augurated, People should keep up their hearts, 
d not aggravate ills by anticipating them, 






























KOBE WATER SUPPLY PROBLEM. 
ease at 


The difficulty of perfecting the water supply 
of Kobe lies, the Mainichi remarks, in the over- 
whelming rapidity with which the population of 
that town is increasing. Mr. Burton's pro- 
gramme placed the limit of augmentation at 
250,000, and the estimate of outlay was 1} 
million yen. Before work was commenced, 
however, the population had increased to about 
190,000, and in a few years it will probably 
exceed 300,000. The programme has therefore 
had to be changed. It became necessary to take 
the two rivers—Minatogawa and Nunobiki—as 
the sources of supply, and to increase the total 
outlay to 6,290,000 yen, Meanwhile the 
prices of commodities have risen considerably, 
and the subsidy of the Treasury does not exceed 
300 000 yen, against 1,500,000 yen originally 
estimated A project is on foot to introduce a 
petition in the special session of the Diet for 
obtaining a further subsidy. The Government, 
however, seems to have already intimated its 
inability to acquiesce, and the citizens of Kobe 
are now ina state of serious anxiety as to the 
future of the works. ‘The aid granted by the 
Government in connexion with waterworks was 
24 per cent. of the total outlay in the case of 
Hakodate, 18.8 per cent. for Nagasek 
per cent, for Tokyo, Osaka, and Yoko! 








SILK STATISTICS. 
ee 

It is to be regretted, remarks the Zotvo 
Shimbun, that the silk industry does not keep 
pace with the development of the nation and the 
expansion of commerce. The following table 
shows the number of cocoons obtained during 
the five years ended 1895 :— 





Best. 
Cocoons. “Ball” Waste. Rereel. 
koku. —koku. ~—koku. —koku. 
1,249,912 179.525 108.106 42,657 
1,138,000 178,134 123,743 40,308 
1,307,725 204,290 128,855 46024 
1.390.307 207,292 152,414 50,586 
1,790,030 244983 163,764 53.396 





Statistics show that the average amount obtained 
from each card was in 1891 68 sho, in 1892 48 
sho, in 1893 59 sho, in 1394 58 sho, and in 1865 
67 sho. From these figures 1 may be perceived 
that the general average per card does not ex- 
ceed 50 or 60 shu. Sericulture is not yet free 
from failures and miscalculations, and there is 
a lack of skill on the part of persons engaged in 
the industry, The silk exported during the 
five years was as follows :—18gt, 36 958.351 
yen ; 1892, 48,166,055 yen; 1893, 40,020,251 
yen; 1894, 55,876,569 yen; 1895. 67,160,244 
yen. This shows an increase of 40 per cent, in 
value, The fact, however, is largely due to the 
fluctudtisiid in Uxeiiange rates ; skill has had no 
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FINANCIAL SITUATION. 
gh 


The foreign public must be somewhat 
weary of listening to prescriptions for 
healing the disease of impecuniosity from 
which Japan is now suffering. On the 
whole, opinions may be said to be divided 
into two camps, one of which advocates 
the introduction of foreign capital for the 
State purchase of private railways; the 
other recommends that the Indemnity be 
employed for the redemption of War 
Bonds. Which of the two views will gain 
the ascendancy it is difficult to foresee, 
but if we examine the grouping of poli 
cians, we find that the Liberals, the Nation- 
al Unionists, and a number of the “ busi- 
ness men” are in favour of the railway 
scheme, whereas the Progressists, headed 
by Cont Okuma, and their allies, the 
party headed by Viscount Tani, are oppo- 
sed to any measure ofthe kind. Hence it 
might be concluded that, as the. greater 
strength numerically is with the Liberals 
and their associates, their programme 
must win the day. But the Government 
has the casting vote, and, so far as 
can be ascertained, the Government con- 
demns all heroic measures, its plan being 
to devote some twenty lion yen from 
the Indemnity to purchasing War Bonds 
and shares in the Industrial Bank, so that 
the latter will be in a position to meet, 
partially at any rate, the pressing need 
for floating capital that now makes itself 
felt. The weakness of the Progressists’ 
position is that they have hitherto. main- 
tained a negative attitude. They oppose 
the Liberals’ device of Staté railways, but 
they have not clearly declared their allegi- 
ance to the other plan, namely, a large 
purchase of War Bonds with the [ndem- 
nity. Iu the closing days of the Matsukata 
Cabinet's career, we heard a good deal 
about the Industrial and Agricultural 
Banks. The intention of these banks’ 
official projectors was that, by introducing 
the element of a lottery and prize-bearing 
bonds, the surplus money which, owing 
to war expenditures and outlays on 
account of armanents expansion, had flow- 
ed into the hands of the consuming 
classes, might be collected and converted 
into capital for the use of. productive 
enterprises. As a matter of fact, how- 
ever, the idea of founding such banks 
originated with the Ito Cabinet, in which 
Viscount Watanabe held the portfolio of 
Finance, and the Viscount, in a recent 
interview with a representative of the 
Fi Shimpo, very justly recalled the cir- 
cumstance.- He also pointed out that the 
method adopted by the present Cabinet 
in placing the Industrial Bank's shares 
upon the market was defective, for, in 
effect, the Government had taken steps 
which virtually amounted to seeking sub- 
scribers among the very capitalists whose 
embarrassment, owing to lack of money, 
the Bank is organised to relieve. We 
can not clearly follow Viscount Wata- 
nabe’s line of argument at this stage, but 
his contention appears to be that the 
Minister of Finance appealed to the capi- 
talists of Osaka and Kyoto, instead of look- 
ing for subscribers among the consuming 
classes only. Be thatas it may, the interest- 
ing point is to recall that the Ito Cabinet, 
in constructing the post-del/um programme 
of expenditures, foresaw that the transfer 
of large sums of money from the stocks of 

















floating capital to the ha of the coug|s 
suming. classy |wyould)be(atleGdedl 1 
inconvenient fesults, and> ordeg yo 


correct that evil, devised the scheme of 








industrial and agricultural banks with 
premium-bearing shares. Probably the 
scheme would have proved successful had 
it been carried out speedily by the Matsu- 
kata Cabinet, which succeeded the Ito 
Ministry. So, at least, Viscount Watanabe 
thinks, and we note his conclusion that, 
owing to the tardiness of the Matsukata 
financiers, the opportunity of consummat- 
ing the purpose of the Bank was lost. 
The Ito Cabinet, in fact, had a sound 
grasp of the financial situation, but did not 
remain in office long enough to carry its 
plans to achievement, and Count Inouye, 
finding that the time has passed for utiliz- 
ing one of the main features of those 
plans, is compelled to fall back on the 
device of placing a limited stock of capital 
at the disposal of the public by purchasing 
the Industrial Bank’s shares and War 
Bonds with a portion of the Indemnity. 
Viscount Watanabe—whose comments 
are very interesting in view of the posi- 
tion he held in the former Ito Cabinet— 
does not condemn Count Inouye’s pro- 
ceeding, but thinks that, if it were possi- 
ble to sell the War Bonds in foreign 
markets, such would be the best plan at 
present. He believes, however, that it is 
not possible to do so, owing to the 
agreement made by the Matsukata Mini- 
stry with Messrs. Samuel Samuel and 
Company, pledging the former not to 
sell any bonds abroad without giving the 
refusal of them to the latter at the rate 
fixed in the agreement. Buthe is mistaken, 
think. The Government’s contract 
with Messrs. Samuel Samuel & Co. merely 
engages the former to avail itself of the 
latter's agency if better terms and facilities 
can not be obtained elsewhere. However, 
the main point is that Viscount Watanabe 
recommends a foreign loan. In fact, all 
the non-official schemes before the public 
eventuate in the introduction of foreign 
capital. If War Bonds are sold abroad, 
foreign capital comes in. If the State 
purchases the private railways, foreign 
capital must be imported for the purpose. 
If the Indemnity be employed to redeem 
War Bonds, foreign capital must subse- 
sequently be procured to meet the ex- 
penses that would otherwise have been 
defrayed from the Indemnity. Foreign 
capital is the goal of all the programmes, 

















The agitators, or at any rate one sec- 
tion of them, who have hitherto been urg- 
ing, with considerable insistence, that 
steps should be at once taken to relieve 
the pressure in the money market by de- 
voting a large portion of the Indemnity to 
the redemption of War Bonds, seem to be 
now in a more moderate frame of mind. 
It will be remembered that a number of 
gentlemen, calling themselves the “ busi- 
ness men” (itsugyo-ka) of Tokyo and 
Yokohama, met recently in the Tokyo 
Geographical Society’s room, and organiz- 
ed an association to which they gave the 
name of Keigsat Kenkiu Doshi-hai, or 
society for investigating economical sub- 
jects. The Society assembled on the 
7th instant in the Imperial Hotel. To 
help our readers to form an idea of its 
personnel, we may mention the ngmes of 
Messrs. Watanabe Koki, Shibusawa Ki- 
saku, Inouye Kakugoro, Tokoyama Mago- 
ichiro, Amenomiya Keijiro, and Oye Taku, 
as among the most prominent. The 
debate was opened by Mr. Inouye. His 

ech amounted to a declaration that the 

sest plan to pursue was to Jeaye th 
fivvcrnment to aiidoxe its ow MERE 
seasons for action. He pointes) fopitl 











that were a decision publicly adopt- 
ed for the State purchase of private 
railways, the shares of the latter would 
inevitably go up so as to render the trans- 
action very difficult; and were the re- 
demption of War Bonds undertaken on a 

scale, a similar result must be 
pated. In short, he condemned 
heroic measures, and the sense of the 
meeting was evidently with him. A 
standing committee of twenty members 
was appointed, and three of its number 
were subsequently deputed to wait upon 
Count Inouye, who must find a large part 
of his time occupied with interviews. The 
Minister is reportedto have made thestate- 
ment already familiar to the public, name- 
ly, that the Government sees its way to 
devoting 20 million yen of the Indemnity 
to relieve the dearth of floating capital, 
without inconveniencing the financial 
arrangements for the next two years, but 
that for the moment there is no official 
intention of going beyond that measure. 
At the same time Count Inouye spoke of a 
foreign loan in terms which showed that, 
while he was not prepared to discuss 
details immediately, he foresaw the pro- 
bable necessity of ultimate recourse to 
such a step. 











COUNT OKUMA AND THE CODES: 
gs 

Count Okuma, as our readers know, is 
a strong advocate of all movements tend- 
ing to interest the people in politics. Next 
to a good administration, he considers 
that a strong opposition is the best thing 
a country can possess. It may well be 
supposed, therefore, that he does not con- 
demn the conduct of political parties at 
the present juncture. But be thinks that 
there are times and seasons for every- 
thing, and that when the whole uation is 
interested in céoperation between the 
Administration and the Legislature for a 
special purpose, party questions should 
be relegated to the background. Such 
an occasion is the approaching session of 
the Diet. The remaining portion of the 
Civil Code will have to be passed in order 
that it may be put into operation soon 
enough to allow of the completion of the 
arrangements for the Revised Treaties. 
After more than twenty years of effort 
Japan has at length succeeded in obtain- 
ing treaties that place her on an equality 
with Occidental States, and it would be a 
fational calamity if, owing to disputes 
between political parties and the Diet, 
she sacrificed the results of her long 




















labours. Count Okuma recommends, 
therefore, that a collision between the 
Cabinet and the Opposition should not be 
precipitated in the approaching sessio' 
and that both sides should exercise pati- 
ence for the sake of passing the Code and 
consummating the work of Treaty Re- 
vision. 





To some of our readers it may appear 
quite possible for the Diet to pass the 
Code and, after having done so, to indulge 
in the pleasure of attacking the Govern. 
ment to its heart's content. But if the 
procedure adopted in the Japanese Houses 
be considered, the difficulty of achieving 
both objects during a short session of only 
twenty days will be appreciated. The 
bill embodying the remainder of the Code 
will have to be handed to a Special Com- 
mittes fos examination, and the latter can 
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ek’s deliberation. 
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Lower House debating and passing the 
Code, there remain only ten or eleven 
days for the Upper House to deal with 
the bill, and it is obvious that if the Lower 
House precipitates a collision with the 
Cabinet, and provokes a sentence of dis- 
solution before the bill emerges from the 
hands of the Peers, the whole of the legi 
lative steps thus far taken with regard to 
the Code will be abortive. Thus we ar- 
rive at the result that the political parties 
must behave with moderation and avoid 
a fatal collision from the Diet’s opening 
day until the day when the President of 
the Upper House—we assume that the 
Code is laid before the Lower House first 
—transmits the duly sanctioned billto the 
Government. That means an attitude of 
comparative placidity throughout the 
whole session, for it is improbable that 
the bill can find its way through beth 
Houses in less than twenty days. 

















A FOREIGN LOAN. 
aie te i 

The Nicht Nicht Shimbun contains an 
article which gives some very important 
information, presumably trustworthy, 
namely, that the Government contem- 
plates raising a foreign loan of 150 mil- 
lion yes. We have pointed out more 
than once that all the schemes propounded 
for relieving the present dearth of float- 
ing capital resolve themselves into the 
same issue, a foreign loan. In fact, 
Japan must have money. She has sunk 
large sums in railways, ships, manufac- 
tories, and other enterprises, and unless 
her material development is now to be 
arfested, she must obtain means to con- 
tinue it. Count Inouye has been blamed 
by many observers because, according to 
their supposition, he had decided to adopt 
what they call a “negative” policy. Those 
that know Count Inouye could not but 
be amused by such an accusation. 
He is certainly the least likely of all 
Japan’s statesmen to adopt a timid or 
retrogressive course. On the other hand, 
he is not the man to take a step in the field 
of national finance without seeing clearly 
where his foot is to be planted. Con- 
sequently, his first procedure on coming 
into office was to coll full information 
on all points of economic importance. He 
set his subordinates to compile reports 
showing the State’s continuing expendi- 
tures on account of public works; the 
corresponding outlays by local Govert- 
ments ; the amount of capital invested in 
State and private enterprises from 1894 
to 1897, whether paid up or only pledged, 
together with various other details, the 
whole forming a bulky collection of 32 
returns. This work was completed on 
March rth, and the Minister, being now 
furnished with the necessary information, 
applied himself to elaborate a scheme of 
finance extending overa term of ten years, 
The deliberation of his procedure seems to 
have misled people into supposing that 
he had resolved to call a halt, and the 
impression was probably deepened by the 
fact that he re-distributed the annual 
expenditures on account of armament 
expansion so as to carry forward a sum 
of about 4c million yen, as by the 
action of the Bank of Japan in r: g its 
vate of interest. But the truth is that 
Count Inouye was merely maturing his 
plans. Asa matter of fact, there is no 
member of the Cabinet opposed to the 
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Kaneko favour it strongly, and Marquis 
Ito himself has given indications that he 
regards it with approval. But Count Inouye 
habitually refrains from disclosing his 
plans untilthey assume perfectly definite 
proportions, and, of course, he is specially 
reticent with regard to financial affairs, 
for in that field a premature official utter- 
ance may produce serious disturbance. 
Misinterpreting his silence, financiers, 
business men, and politicians have pro- 
pounded all sorts of schemes, some advoca- 
ting the State purchase of private rail- 
ways, others the redemption of a large 
quantity of War Bonds with the Indemnity, 
and others, again, the raising of a foreign 
loan pure and simple. There are strong 
reasons for concluding that the Govern- 
ment will resort to the last expedient. It 
is known that Count Inouye has already 
decided to apply 20 million yex from 
the Indemnity to relieve the pressure 
in the money market—5 million yer to 
be placed at the disposal of the In- 
dustrial Bank for giving accommoda- 
tion to manufacturing enterprises, and 
15 millions to be employed by the Bank 
of Japan in buying up War Bonds. But 
these are only partial and temporizi 
measures. Something more radical is 
needed, and it will doubtless take the 
form of a foreign loan of 150 million yen. 
The Minister is expected to make a state- 
ment in that sense when the Diet assem- 
bles, and to introduce a bill, which will 
probably pass without much opposition, 
The details of the programme are not 
revealed, of course. Whether the loan 
will be made this year or next, and to 
what purpose its proceeds will be imme- 
diately applied—these are points concern- 
ing which no information is yet forth- 
coming. 

















THE CABINET AND 1HE LIBEKALS, 
ge 

Rumours were recently circulated that 
the relations between the Liberals and 
the Cabinet were about to be restored to 
their old footing. The report emanated 
from Progtessist sources and was, con- 
sequently, regarded with great distrust. 
No thoughtful person could imagine that 
either the Liberals or the Cabinet would 
make such a pastime of politics as to 
solemnly sever their connexion with one 
another in April and renew it again in 
May. The general meeting of the Libe 
Party held in the Party’s office in the 
Shiba district of Tokyo on the 5th instant 
has finally dispelled all doubts. A reso- 
lution was adopted declaring that, inas- 
much as the Ministry now in office is not 
based on the principle of party Cabinets, 
and can not, therefore, be regarded as con- 
ducing to the practical consummation of 
constitutional institutions, the Liberals 
must oppose it, the method of opposition 
to be left to the discretion of the parlia- 
mentary members. This resolution was 
not endorsed unanimously by those pre- 
sent—some 200 in number. A strong 
effort was made to eliminate the words 
“must oppose it,” the ground taken by 
the objectors being that the mere fact of 
the Cabinet’s not having a political party 
for its basis did not consti 
reason for opposing it. This objection 
was over-ruled, however, and the resolu- 
tion received the assent of a large majority 
in its original form. Subsequently the 
meeting endorsed the resolutions with 

















regard to foreign policy recently formulat- 
pene standing committee and report 
UN 
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ed in these columns at the time; namely, 
that no occasion exists for entering any 
protest against the recent action of Wes- 
tern Powers in the Far East ; that efforts 
should be made to preserve the balance 
of power, and that all means should be 
exhausted to lead China and Korea into 
the path of progress. A change was also 
made in the number of the general com- 
missioners of the Party, so as to balance 
the representation of the various sections. 








The difficulty under which the Liberals 
labour is thal, in order to give effect to 
their resolution of opposing the Cabinet 
because of its non-party foundation, they 
have no resource but to adopt a programme 
of obstruction, pure and simple. It is out 
of the question that they should introduce 
either an Address to the Throne or a Re- 
presentation to the Government calling 
for the establishment of the party principle. 
The Constitution distinctly provides that 
the Ministers of the Crown receive their 
mandate from the Sovereign. Hence the 
sole plan to be pursued is the familiar old 
device practised by the Liberals in former 
years, namely, opposition to every import- 








g|ant Government measure, so as to render 


legislation, and even administration, im- 
possible. It was by adhering to that 
method in the early days of the Diet that 
the Liberals obtained for themselves the 
soubriquet of the ‘destructive party” 
(Aakat-to), avd tell into national discredit. 
Their leaders are naturally unwilling to 
resume such tactics. What is to be done, 
however? The only logical line to take 
is that a Cabinet not obeying the party- 
mandate system is unworthy of the con- 
fidence of the Diet and must be opposed 
at every point. But the political views 
of the present Cabinet are identical with 
those of the Liberals in all matters of real 
importance. It was supposed that a dif- 
ference existed with regard to finance, 
but the Liberals have now learned that 
their conception of Count Inouye’s pro- 
gramme was mistaken. In what manner, 
then, they can give effect to the resolu- 
tion adopted at the general meeting it is 
not easy to perceive. 





THE PROGRESSISTS. 


we 


The Commissioners and Parliamentary 
members of the Progressists held a 
meeting on Saturday, 7th instant, to 
determine what resolutions should be 
submitted to the Party at its general 
meeting on the following day. Three 
resolutions were adopted. ‘They certainly 
did not err on the side of explicitness. 
The first was to the effect that Japan 
should make common cause with states 
which aimed at preserving peace and the 
balance of power in the Far East, and at 
developing commerce. The second, that 
steps should be taken to remove the 
difficulties now embarrassing economical 
circles and promote industrial develop- 
ment. The third, that the Party’s re- 
presentatives in the Diet should pursue 
their long-cherished objects with regard 
to the reform of the Law of Elections and 
the Law of Public Meeting and Political 
Associations. It is plain that Great 
Britain and the United States of America 
are referred to in the first resolution. As 
to the second, the public would have 
liked to learn what step the Progressists 
advocate, but yo information was furnished 
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COTION SPINNER'S DIFFICULTIES. 
———+ 

The progress of the colton-spinning in- 
dustry in Japan hasbeen watched with great 
interest, as furnishing a valuable test 
of the manufacturing and organizing capa- 
city of the people. When the enterprise 
began to emerge from its babyhood, the 
possibility of ils attaining any consider- 
able size was strenuously denied by many 
foreign observers, their conviction being 
that the Japanese were not fitted for such 
work and could never make head against 
foreign competition. We ourselves enter- 
tained and expressed a very different 
view, and the event justified us. But the 
industry is now in a depressed condition ; 
several mills have been obliged to cease 
work, and the shares of all have greatly 
depreciated. If such a state of affairs 
indicated any permanent decline, the 
Japanese might reasonably feel anxious. 
But it appears that the two causes res- 
ponsible for the depression are either tem- 
porary or remediable. The first is over~ 
production, For several years the growth 
of the industry lagged behind the growth 
of domestic demand, and mill-owners, 
finding a ready market at their doors, 
went on increasing their spindles until the 
number reached a million and the output 
became greater than the immediate needs 
of the nation. Thus in 1897, of the total 
quantity of yarn produced some eighty 
thousand bales remained on the hands of 
the producers, and it is estimated that the 
surplus during the present year will he 
more than the double of that figure. Had 
not the industry been vigorously inaugu- 
rated in China, a great and growing 
market for Japanese imported yarns 
would have existed there. But since 
the Shimonoseki Treaty secured to fo- 
reigners the privilege of engaging in 
manufactures in the Middle Kingdom, 
Japanese yarns have been brought into 
competition with local products in that 
country. There can be no doubt that the 
demand for yarns in Japan will gradually 
assume larger dimensions, but in the 
meanwhile mill-owners have gone ahead 
of their opportunities, and embarrassment 
has been the inevitable result. The 
second cause of trouble is that the mills 
are without a sufficient supply of working 
capital, and can not obtain it in the pre- 
sent straitened condition of the money 
market, It is estimated that the working 
capital required is about 30 per cent. of 
the fixed capital, and since the capital 
sunk in the cotton mills is supposed to be 
33 million yen, the working funds should 
aggregate about 10 millions. We do not 
know how far the funds actually available 
fall short of the latter figure, but it is 
evident that this part of the problem can 
be solved without much trouble if the 
Minister of Finance instructs the Indus- 
trial Bank to accommodate the mill- 
owners, as he is said to have decided 
upon doing. On the whole, then, it_ may 
be concluded that the condition of the 
i s not such as to inspire serious 














Public attention has been attracted to 
the state of the cotton mills by an in- 
vestigation which the President of the 
Industrial Bank recently undertook as a 
preliminary to placing capital at their 
disposal. Not the least interesting fact 
elicited by the inquiry is that-many of the 
mills do not make proper allowance for 
depreciation of plant, and do not apply 
any part of their earnings to 
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equalizing dividends or meeting losses 
The President of the Bank addressed 
various queries to the mill-owners, and the 
replies received from some twenty mills in 
and about Osaka have been published by 
the vernacular press. These replies show 
that out of about 330,000 yen required to 
start a mill of 10,000 spindles, 250,000 yen 
goto purchase machinery, 20,000 yen to 
buying land, and 60,000 yén to erecting 
buildings. The life of the machinery is 
estimated at 20 years, during which time 
it loses two-thirds of its original value. 
A mill of ten thousand spindles ought, 
therefore, to set aside from eight to nine 
thousand tie annually. As to the reserves 
for equalizing dividends and meeting 
losses, no estimate is given, but the long 
and short of the matter appears to be that 
many mills have been devoting the whole of 
their earnings to the payment of dividends 
instead of making proper provision for 
wear and tear and contingencies. Should 
the Treasury come to the assistance of the 
mills, an opportunity will be afforded for 
compelling the adoption of a proper sys- 
tem, so that, on the whole, the occurrence 
of this crisis may be attended with per- 
manently healthy results. The Osaka 
mill-owners aver that a profit of 7 yen per 
bale is obtainable, and that there is con- 
sequently no reason why the industry 
should not prosper. 











PRONUNCIALION OF JAPANESE 
WORDS 

+ = 

We congratulate the writer in the Japan 
Gasette who has published his dictum 
about the accentuation of Japanese words, 
It is not often that men attain such con- 
fidence as he evidently possesses, and the 
feeling must be very comfortable. He 
definitely decides that “ Mr. Chamberlain, 
not Mr, Dening, is perfectly right,” and 
he dismisses the views of the editor of the 
Japan Mail as “nonsense.’’ Rules of 
pronunciation are very difficult to compile: 
so much depends on ihe ear of the compi- 
ler. We recall acasein point. A certain 
well-known sinologue invited to dinner 
two friends who, like himself, had studied 
the Japanese language for several years. 
During dinner a discussion arose as to the 
proper pronunciation of a word, the two 
guests taking one view and the host the 
other, It was agreed that alearned Japa- 
nese should be called and asked to render 
the word in dispute. That being done, 
each parly to the controversy remained 
more than ever convinced that he was 
right, and marvelled more than even 
at the other's obstinacy. We ourselves 
have studied Japanese for more than 
thirty years, but in the matter of pro- 
nunciation we do not venture to assert 
positively that such and such a method is 
right or such and such a method wrong. 
So far as our ear enables us to judge, we 
find that the rule which dictates absolute 
equality of accentuation for every syllable 
of a Japanese word is misleading. We 
find, on the contrary, that there is a dis- 
tinct tonic accent in’such words as hzrosa, 
kuroshi, Rakaru, tatami, suberu, atama, 
itasa, yoaki, hanashi, shikaru, tegami, 
shirosa, tsubushi, and hundreds of others 
that could be named. But it may be that 
we are entirely mistaken. Ladies, per- 
haps, would be the best authorities on such 
a subject. Their sense of hearing is far 





















fe delicate than that of men. 
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THE “ FOROZU CHOHO." 
on 

After a trial of extraordinarily protract- 
ed length the editor and printer of the 
Yorosu Choho have been found guilty of 
libelling Baron Ito, and sentenced to a 
month’s imprisonment with hard labour 
and a fine of five yen. The publicis to 
be congratulated on this result. We have 
never seen in the columns of any news- 
paper such a display of vindictive male- 
volence as that made by the Vorosu Choho. 
Throughout the whole time of the trial it 
published note after note and article after 
article abusing Baron Ito in the most un- 
scrupulous manner. ‘The lowest class of 
journalism would be disgraced by such a 
performance, and it was time that the law 
should interfere to send to their proper 
place, the convict’s cell, men so indiffer- 
ent to every moral principle as the con- 
ductors of the vilesheet. The Japanese are 
curiously long-suffering about newspaper 
libels. They seem to regard it as a petty 
proceeding that a man should invoke the 
aid of the law in vindication of his reputa- 
tion, and low journalists are not slow to 
take advantage of the immunity thus 
secured, In the case of the Yordss Choho 
a just punishment has been inflicted on 
two malefactors, but we doubt whether 
the trial will not do more barm than 
good. Its length has been monstrous 
and the expenses incurred by the ag- 
grieved party must have totalled many 
hundreds, if not thousands, of yen, yet 
the costs which the court ordered the 
Yorozu Choho to bear were only seventeen 
yen and some sen. Of course the news- 
paper had to fee barristers and pay the 
expenses of witnesses on ils own behalf, 
so that, on the whole, its proprietors will 
be heavily out of pocket. Still Baron Ito 
is left to pay his own costs, and how 
many are there that could afford to face a 
libel suit with that result before them ? 
A fitting penalty has been inflicted, but 
full justice has not been done. 





THE COTTON-SPINNERS. 


ee ae 
Mr. Kawashima, President of the In- 
dustrial Bank, has explained at some 
length his views about the best method 
of assisting the cotton-spinners out of 
the difficulties into which they have 
fallen. ‘The gist of what he says is that 
several of the companies are working on 
too small a scale, and that by judicious 
amalgamation, their organization might 
be greatly improved. In some cases, 
however, there are obstacles to the con- 
summation of that programme. He 
also asserts that, instead of endeavor. 
ing to place their business on a safe 
and permanent footing, many of the 
companies have thought only of paying 
big dividends and having their shares 
quoted at a high figure in the market. 
In times of special prosperity they did 
aside sufficient reserve funds for 
a of nt and buildings and 
equalization of dividends, but appropriated 
all their profits to dividend proposes. If 
they are to receive accommodation from 
the Industrial Bank, it will be necessary 
that they should enter into an explicit 
agreement to introduce certain reforms 
such as shall be satisfactory to the Director 
of the Industrial Bank. On the whole, 
therefore, this crisis is likely to inure to 
their permatient advantage, 
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1HE FIGHT AT MANILA. 


eg 
May rith. 

Later intelligence says that the Spanish 
ships sunk in Manila Bay on the tst in- 
stant were 3 cruisers, 8 gun-boats, and 2 
torpedo-boats. The number of killed and 
wounded on the Spanish side is now put 
at a thousand, and there are said to have 
been no casualties in the American squad- 
ron. That isa most singular record. The 
first thought which suggests itself is that 
the American ships managed to complete 
their work of destruction without coming 
within range of the Spaniards’ fire, but, on 
closer examination, it will be found that the 
difference between the armaments of the 
two squadrons was scarcely sufficient to 
warrant such a supposition, The Caséila, 
the Reina Christina, the Isla de Luzon 
and the /s/a de Cuda all carried ordnance 
as heavy and capable of shooting at as long 
a range as that of the American cruisers 
Detroit and Raleigh. Whatever advan- 
tage existed in respect of range was with 
the Olympia and the Boston, which carry 
six 8-inch guns, four and two, respective- 
ly,—whereas on the Spanish side the 
heaviest weapons were the six 6.2 inch 
Hontorias ‘of the Reina Christina. The 
Olympia and the Boston might have under- 
taken the task of commanding the Span- 
iards with their big guns, keeping out of 
the enemy’s effective range all the while. 
But it would have been a long and very 
arduous undertaking ; for artillery prac- 
tice at a distance greater than the effective 
range of the 6.2-inch and 5.9-inch guns 
carried by the Reina Christina and the 
Castilla can never be certain or rapidly 
destructive. That rule would hold even 
on shore, and is notably true when the 
gun platform is the deck of a ship. We 
are inclined to think, therefore, that the 
explanation of such a very strikingly 
unequal result is to be sought in the 
quick-firing guns. The Olympia, the 
Detroit, and the Raleigh carry a total 
of no less than twenty-nine 5-inch quick- 
firers, and the only weapons that need 











be taken into account in this matter 
on the Spanish side were the Reina 
Christina's *two 2.2. inch quick-firers 


Without entering into minute calculations, 
it may be broadly stated that the striking 
energy of a shot—or, in every-day langu- 
age, its destructive polentiality—varies as 
the cube of its calibre. Thus the com- 
parative figures for 2.2-inch and a5 inch 
shot are 10.648 and 125, and the potenti- 
alily of the United States’ Squadron's 
guick-firing armanent is represented by 
3625, whereas that of the Spanish Squa- 
dron was only 21.396. To bring the 
Spanish vessels within the effective 
zoue of 5-inch quick-firers, the Olympia, 
the Detroit, the Raleigh ~ must, 
of course, have placed themselves within 
range of the Reina Christina's 6.2-inch 
Hontorias and the Castilla's 5.9-inch 
Krupps. But the Americans need not 
have steamed within range—in fact, they 
might have kept far out of range—of the 
Reina Christina's 2.2 inch quick-firers. 
Thus while the United States’ three ships 
were discharging a perfect hail of shells 
from their twenty-nine quick-firers, they 
were ouly exposed to a cannonade (rom 
the ten slow-firers of the Spanish vessels. 
We speak of ‘shells,’ because it was 
doubtless a shell attack. Armour-piercing 
projectiles would not have been necessary 
against ships so lightly protected as the 
Spanish cruisers were, and cannon shells 
charged with high explosive were doubt- 
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less employed. It is difficult to find a 
simile capable of expressing the over- 
whelming nature of the American fire as 
compared with that of the Spaniards, 
on the basis of these calculations. The 
event may prove, of course, that our 
hypothesis of the conditions under which 
the battle took place are quite erroneous. 
But we see no other explanation of the 
extraordinary immunity enjoyed by one 
side compared with the terrible injury in- 
flicted on the other. If things fell out as 
we imagine, the incident .will furnish an 
interesting object lesson to naval experts. 
It will not be a conclusive lesson, how- 
ever. On the contrary, its instructive- 
ness will fail exactly where the ex- 
zerience of the battle of the Yalu failed. 
In the latter fight the Japanese quick-firers 
certainly displayed much destructive 
power. But the conditions were excep- 
tional, for the Japanese were not them- 
selves exposed to the fire that would 
generally be directed against weapons 
such as they used. So at Manila, the 
American quick-firers, using common 
shell, were pitted against slow-firing guns 
of nearly equal calibre doubtless discharg- 
ing armour-piercing shot. Such conditions 
are too unequal to be regarded as a test. 








The telegram further telis us that no 
bombardment of Manila has taken place, 
and that the American Commodore was 
negotiating for a peaceful surrender of the 
land at the date of the latest intelligence, 
No one ever supposed, we presume, that 
Commodore Dewey would have delibe- 
rately trained his guns on the town of 
Manila. When very positive statements 
arrived that the place had been set on 
fire by the cannonade and nearly burned 
to the ground, we could only ‘conclude 
that in altacking some Spanish ships an- 
chored in the river, a conflagration had 
been accidently caused. It is very satis- 
factory to learn that nothing of the kind 
has occurred, and also that the Commo- 
dore is adopting firm measures to hold the 
rebellion in check. Evidently the cutting 
of the telegraph wire was not done by the 
Americans. 











May rath. 

It is certainly remarkable that no de- 
tailed accounts of the operations at the 
Philippines have been forwarded to 
Washington, The telegraph has been 
ut - that we know. But Manila is with- 
in a few hours from Hongkong by steam- 
er, and news might easily have been 
transmitted by Commodore Dewey if he 
were disposed to be communicative. There 
an apprehension that his silence may 
indicate disaster, but that view does not 
seem very credible. On the contrary, it 
appears to us that had any serious disas- 
ter occurred, news of it would have been 
disseminated immediately. The hypo- 
thesis easiest to entertain is that the Cam- 
modore has need of all his ships—or rather 
of every man they can land—to preserve 
order in the islands, and that he can not 
spare a vessel for despatch-carrying 
purposes. Of course, that hypothesis 
involves the further supposition that he 
has occupied the Philippines; a supposi- 
tion difficult to reconcile with the small 
force at his disposal and the strength of 
the Spanish garrison, Still, if he had left 
the place, his departure would have been 
known long ago ; and if, on the other hand, 
he had confined himself to operations at 
sea, he would not have had any occasion 
to keep all his ships on the spot, since the 























Spanish Squadron and the Spanish forts 
have not to be reckoned with any longer. 
He has probably found that the destruction 
or disabling of the enemy’s men-of-war 
and batteries constitutes only a small part 
of his work, and that it has been necessary 
to organise a naval brigade so strong as to 
absorb nearly all his men and officers. 
News can not be much longer delayed, 
however. Meanwhile it seems pretty 
certain that the United States Government 
has determined to send out troops to the 
Far East, for the Cty of Peking has been 
chartered, and no other use is conceivable 
for her. It would be a wise move on the 
part of America to take possession of the 
Philippines, for they are a very valuable 
property and doubtless their sale would 
go far to recoup the expense of the war. 


With regard to the doings on the Cuban 
side, Spain’s delay about striking a blow 
is becoming very suggestive. It is true 
that her chief basis lies at a long distance 
from the scene of operations, but if the 
United States Government was able to 
despatch a blockading squadron to Cuba 
and a flying squadron to the adjacent seas 
with in twenty-four hours of the declara- 
tion of war, it is certainly a marked contrast 
that Spain has not yet completed her prepa- 
rations to assert herselfinany way. There 
is a possibility, of course, that she may have 
deliberately chosen a Fabian policy. 
In these days when naval squadrons move 
with such celerity and can deliver crip- 
pling blows in such a brief period, the 
despatch of a flotilla of transports before 
complete mastery has been obtained of 
the seas to be traversed by them, is a step 
from which any Power would shrink. 
Were America’s naval strength incompa- 
rably superior (o that of Spain, so superior 
that she could organize an invincible con- 
voying fleet as well as an invincible flying 
squadron, she might despatch an army to 
Cuba at once, But her strength, so faras 
ships, armour, and armament are con- 
cerned, is not by any means superior to 
that of her enemy, and it would, conse- 
quently, be little short of recklessness did 
she attempt the transport of troops to 
Cuba before the Spanish fleet is crippled, 
Besides, there is the climatic question. 
Cuba is an unsupportable place for Ame- 
tican soldiers at this season. The Spanish 
Government understands all these things 
very well, and, understanding them, may 
have concluded that it would be the wisest 
plan. to. make preparations leisurely, 
leaving the United States’ blockading and 
flying squadrons to wear out their patience 
and perhaps suffer more or less injury by 
constantly keeping at sea. That would 
be a conceivable programme if Spain 
could afford to play a wailing game. But 
can she afford to do so? Already she is 


threatened by serious domestic dis- 
turbances, and, whatever be the risks 
connected with crossing swords, it has 





never been her habit to hang back from 
the combat. To us the more credible ex- 
planation is the simpler one, namely, that 
she is not ready. If the rumours persis- 
tently circulated during the past twelve- 
months be trustworthy, her operations 
against Cuba betrayed, in some important 
respects, a shocking state of unreadiness. 
She showed wonderful tenacity of purpose 
and really admirable superiority to difi- 
culties in her perpetual despatch of troops 
and in her patriotic provision of money, 
but the equipment of her men and the 
arrangements for utilizing them are said 








to have been glaringly defective. Possi- 
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bly the stories told about those matters 
were exaggerations, but one thing, at all 
events, is certain, namely, that the mili- 
tary efforts Spain has been making for the 
past two years might well have exhausted 
the strength of aricher and more resource- 
ful Power, Is it a reasonable supposition 
that, simultaneously with such a terrible 
military strain, she was careful to keep 
her navy also in fighting trim, especially 
when the ships were not needed at all in 
connexion with her operations against 
Cuba? We do not think it is reason- 
able. Our conviction is that Spain is 
quile unprepared for a duel at sea, 
and that her delay in sending a fleet 
to raise the blockade of Cuba and re- 
store communications with the island 
is simply attributable to the state of 
her ships, their armament, and their equip- 
ment. Will she have leisure to get ready ? 
The American squadrons can not possibly 
take the risk of crossing the Atlantic, thus 
leaving the home waters and coasts entirely 
undefended. They will not go to Cadiz 
to look for the foe; or, at least, if they do, 
it will be an example of dash that defies 
the ordinary principles of warfare. But 
the Spanish nation will not be content to 
see the arena left entirely to the enemy. 
America can not well go to Spain, but it 
is Spain’s business to go to America, and 
the former’s people may became worse to 
her than her enemy it she hangs back 
long. Englishmen, of course, can have 
only one sentiment in this matter. They 
want their kinsmen to win, and they 
would not entertain the smallest doubt 
about the final issue though there were 
ten Spains to be fought instead of one. 
But the Spaniaed is such a good fellow, 
such a brave, generous, high-spi 
gentleman, that we do most heartily wish 
it had fallen to some other hand to strike 
at him in his hour of adversity. 














DEA1H OF PRINCE KUNG. 
cg ee 

Some time has passed since the name 
of Prince Kung used to rise to every one’s 
lips whenever China’s foreign affairs were 
discussed. Old age removed the great 
statesman from the scene of active busi- 
ness several years before his death, which 
has just been announced. Yet he was 
not an old man in the ordinary accepta- 
tion of the term. According to our 
calculation he had only completed his 
sixty-sixth year at the time of his decease, 
being thus ten years younger than Li 
Hung-chang, who is stili capable of vigor- 
ous service, and who has been appointed 
Imperial Commissioner to delimit the 
boundaries of Russia’s newly leased lands 
in Liaotung. Prince Kang, being the im- 
mediately younger brother of Hienfung, 
the last Emperor of China, was conse- 
quently senior uncle of the reigning 
sovereign. As far back as 1859, he was 
a member of a board of three officials 
charged with the duty of managing “ bar- 
barian affairs,” and when the French 
and British forces moved against Peking 
in 1860, the task of conferring » Lord 
Elgin, discussing the terms of peace, and 
negotiating the treaty devolved upon him. 
He it was that organised the Tsung-li 
Yameén, that wonderful piece of diplo- 
matic mechanism, endowed with a per- 
petual capacity for doing nothing, and 
he it was that, by a display of strik- 
ing energy and high courage, wrested 
the government of his country from 
Prince ‘Tsai 


























on the board of regents who, had they 
been suffered to remain at the head of 
affairs after the death of Hienfung, would 
probably have destroyed their country, At 
one moment of his career ruin nearly 
overtook the Prince. He altempted to 
pit. himself against the two Regent-Em- 
presses, and the result was the loss of all 
his appointments and his dismissal 
from official life. But in the short space 
of five weeks his friends brought about his 
re-instatement in power, and thenceforth 
he abandoned all schemes of undue ambi- 
tion, if, indeed, he had ever entertained 
any. That was 33 years ago, and four 
years later (1869) he made his celebrated 
remark to Sir Rutherford Alcock when 
the latter was leaving Peking:—" If you 
could only relieve us of missionaries and 
opium there need not be any more trouble 
in China.” When the present Emperor 
assumed the reins of sovereignty in 1874, 
his first act was to degrade Kung and his 
son from their hereditary rank as princ 
of the empire for using “language in 
many respects unbecoming,” and on the 
very next day a decree of the two Em- 
presses restored the Prince to his old 
place. These vicissitudes were scarcely 
thaught of by the general public, and cer- 
tainly did not detract from the high 
reputation enjoyed by the Prince as one 
of the greatest of China’s modern states- 
men. The tongue of rumour never found 
any material to construct charges of dis- 
honesty against him, and it will be univer- 
sally felt that China loses in him an offi- 
cial whom she can ill spare. 











TOKYO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


+ 

The Tokyo Chamber of Commerce, at 
a meeting held on the 7th instant, decid- 
ed that, in view of the existing scarcity of 
floating capital, the State ought to pur- 
chase the private railways, raising money 
abroad for the purpose. The Chamber 
adopted a number of more or less detailed 
rules as to the method of effecting the 
purchase, but we refrain from translating 
them, as they have no special interest, 
The principal point to be noted is -that 
twenty yeats’ purchase is the Chamber's 
idea of a fair price: in other words, the 
net average earnings of a railway during 
the three years preceding the date of 
purchase shouid be multiplied by twenty 
to find the value of the line, 


The Tokyo Chamber of Commerce has 
adopted two petitions for presentation to 
the Diet in the session now about to open. 
One is in favour of employing the Indemn- 
ity for redeeming War Bonds. ‘The docu- 
ment is couched in general terms, and 
may be briefly summarized by saying that 
its compilers see pressing necessity for the 
addition of a large sum to the floating capi- 
tal ofthe nation. They speak, also, of the 
desirability of adapting the programme of 
military expansion to the resources of the 
country, but seem to admit that the time 
has passed for any effective modification of 
the scheme. It is very wéll understood, 
of course, that the purposes to which the 
Indemnity is to be ultimately applied are 
already fixed. But a considerable time 
must elapse before it is needed for those 
purposes, and, in the meanwhile the In- 
demnity will be lying idle and the nation 
will continue to suffer from want of float- 
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ing capital. Hence the chamber urges 
that the Indemnity be used at once for 
le" War Bonds. Opportunities to 





UN 





499 





procure means of defraying the expendi- 
tures to meet which the Indemnity is now 
assigned will easily be found. 


The second petition adopted by the 
Chamber is in favour of admitting foreign- 
ers to become shareholders in Japanese 
companies, with the exception of the 
Bank of Japan, the Specie Bank, the 
State-protected companies, and all mining 
enterprises. ‘The petition does not di 
cuss the question at any length, but mere. 
ly insists that neither the laws of the land 
nor the treaties with foreign Powers con- 
tain any veto against foreigners enjoying 
the privilege in question. 























THE “WINSLOW" AND THE 
GUN.BOATS. 


- 

The action reported to have taken place 
off Cardenas ou the 8th instant between 
the United States torpedo vessel Winslow 


sjand three gun-boats, must have been a 


notable affair. We do not know exactly 
what the Winslow is, but we believe that 
she is a first-class torpedo-boat—one of 
the group named after American Admirals, 
as the Cushing, the Ericsson, and so forth. 
If so, assuming her to be the finest of that 
class, her displacement is 185 tons; her 
speed 27.5 knots, and her armament, 
three torpedo tubes and four 3-pounder 
quick-firers. Neither do we know what 
were the three. gun-boats against which 
the Winslow was pitted. But, omitting 
two small gun-vessels built in Hongkong, 
and not taking account of torpedo gun- 
boats, which are larger and finer craft 
than the ordinary gun-boat, we know that 
among Spain’s ten gun-vessels, four are 
ships built before 1890 and capable of 
steaming only 11 knots, and six are com- 
paratively new with aspeed of from 19 to 
32.5 knots, Whether old or new, these 
gunboats are far more heavily armed than 
any torpedo vessel, ‘They nearly all carry 
two or three 4.7-inch Hontorias, with a 
secondary armament of quick-firers— 
generally 2.2-inch or 6-pounders. In an 
engagement with such vessels the Win- 
slow's torpedoes can not have served her 
at all. She dare not venture within 
torpedo range of the gunboats, for their 
47-inch guns or 2.2-inch quick-firers 
would sink her at once at such close 
quarters. Hence she must have relied 
solely on her 3-pr. quick-firers. So 
long as she was not crippled, she could 
always escape, of course. But escape 
does not appear to have been her pro- 
gramme. She is said to have fought a 
brilliant action with the gunboats, dis- 
abling one of them and sustaining no 
hurt herself. Presumably what she did 
was to run at great speed within such 
a short distance of the enemy that 
her comparatively feeble little 3-pr. 
quick-firers could be employed effec- 
tively, Of course, in order to get near 
enough to accomplish anything with 
3-pounders, she must have been within 
point-blank range of 6-pounders and 2.2 
inch guns—that is to say within point- 
blank range of the Spainards. How she 
managed to escape under such circum- 
stances we can not understand, There 
would seem to have been extremely bad 
gunnery on the Spanish side. As to the 
feat of disabling a six-hundred-ton 
gunboat with 3-pr. projectiles, it is very 
remarkable, Probably what is meant by 
“disabled” is that the gunboat’s machi- 
nery was damaged so as to be unservice- 
ables lt ayasayyery remarkable affair. 
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WHE SHASHI AFFAIR. 
ae 

It is a matter of some curiosity to ob- 
serve the mood of the Japanese people 
with respect to the Shashi outrage. The 
steps taken by Germany in connexion 
with the murder of two missionaries in 
Shangtung were ridiculed by the Tokyo 
press, journals of all shades of political 
opinion agreeing in the contention that 
the demands preferred by the Berlin Go- 
vernment were out of proportion to the 
incident on which they were based. 
“Pinch your own flesh if you want to 
appreciaie your neighbour's pain” is an 
ancient saying in the East, and one natu- 
rally watches with interest the temp: 
shown by the Japatiese nation now tha 
has to suffer outrages itself at China's 
hands. It must be confessed that modern 
Japan has not shown an exacting temper 
in her dealings with her weaker neigh- 
bours. In 1881 and 1884 she exhibited re- 
markable forbearance towards Korea. Acts 
which she then agreed to condone with- 
out exacting any large reparation would 
have involved extensive losses of Korean 
territory had the more refined diplomacy 
of the present day been required to assess 
their consequences. But all the Powers 
were comparatively tolerant in their treat- 
ment of weaker brethren a dozen years 
ago. Japan had no heroic examples 
whereon to model her procedure in those 
days. She is better instructed now, and 
consequently the question, what will she 
do, becomes very interesting. 





The $i Shimpo writes quietly and 
moderately. It observes that the people 
of Hupeh have long been noted for anti- 
foreign prejudice and that the opening of 
Shashi was attended with great difficul- 
ties, the Peking Government having been 
obliged to exert all its influence in effect- 
ing the necessary arrangements. Hence 
the instance of mob violence now reported 
need not astonish anyone. If Japan 
adopted the precedents recently furnished 
by Western Powers in their manner of 
treating missionary outrages, she would 
have to assume an exceedingly stern 
attitude towards China at present. But 
it is not in the policy of the Japanese 
nation to take advantages of another 
State’s weakuess, neither do the Japanese 
entertain any feelings of distrust or of ill- 
will towards the Chinese. On the other 
hand, the burning of a Consulate over 
which the Japanese flag floated, and the 
expulsion of the Consul, a duly accredited 
agent of the Japanese Government, are 
acts which belong to a category very 
different from the assassination or ill- 
treatment of missionaries. They are acts 
which touch the national honour, and they 
can not possibly be lightly overlooked. 
If the deaths of two missionaries cost 
China a slice of territory, a harbour, an 
indemnity, the construction and Imperial 
dedication of a temple, and other con- 
cessions as to railways and mining, the 
destruction of the Japanese Consulate and 
the driving out of the Japanese Consul, 
were they measured by the same standard 
of exaction, would warrant a long cata 
logue of demands, ‘The Japanese Govern- 
ment, however, will simply obey the 
dictates of strict justice. Compensation 
for the loss of the consulate and for any 
other damage suffered must, as a matter 
of course, be exacted, and the punish- 
ment of the ringleaders in the riot will be 
not less essential. Further, should it 
appear after investigation that the local 








authorities of Shashi were wanting in the 
adoption of proper precautions or in em- 
ploying with due vigour the forces avail- 
able at the time of the outrage, they 
should be dealt with accordingly. Be- 
yond that Japan’s demands need not go. 
At the same time, it will be well for the 
Chinese Government to remember that 
incidents like this Shashi outrage are not 
likely to be treated by other Powers with 
the same spirit of tolerance as Japan dis- 
plays. IfChina hopes to maintain any 
part of her integrity, she had better exert 
all her strength to repress these anti- 
foreign demonstrations. Should she find 
her own strength indequate for the pur- 
pose, she would do well to avail herself of 
the assistance of some friendly Power. 


The Yomiuri Shimbun expresses much 
sympathy with the Chinese Government. 
It regards this occurrence as another in- 
stance of the obstinate conservatism and 
anti-foreign feeling that pervade the 
masses in certain parts of China, especi- 
ally in Hupeh, Honan, and some other 
provinces in the Valley of the Yangtsze. 
Japan appreciates her neighbour's diffi- 
culties. She will not follow the example 
of Germany, which made the murder of 
two missionaries by a band of robbers a 
pretext for territorial and commercial 
aggrandisement. Neither the laws of 
morality nor the laws of nations permit 
such procedure. China will be treated 
with due courtesy, consideration, and 
justice. Still, it is not to be denied that 
the destruction of a Consulate and the 
driving out of a consul are outrages which 
can not be lightly passed over, for, though 
an ignorant mob be directly answerable, 
such events assume a national character, 
and the responsibility for them rests ulti- 
mately with the Chinese Government, 
Japan ought, therefore, to prefer the fol- 
lowing demands :—(1) That China must 
send an ambassador to offer an apology 
for the outrage. (2) That the ringleaders 
of the riot should be duly punished and 
the fact officially reported to Japan. (3) 
That proper compensation be paid for the 
destroyed consulate and other losses in- 
curred. (4) That the Chinese Govern- 
ment take steps to post a force of guards 
in each of the foreign settlements. (5) 
That the Chinese Government employ 
thirty Japanese to act as its advisers in 
il'and military affairs. (6) That Japan- 
ese instructors and advisers be engaged to 
assist the various provincial governments, 
(7) That a China-Japan bank be organized. 
With regard to the first three of the above 
demands, they are in accord with the 
recognized principles of intercourse be- 
tween civilized states. As for the fourth, 
namely, the posting of guards in the 
various foreign settlements, it is a step 
that China should be pressed to take not 
merely forthe better security of foreign 
life and property, but also to prevent the 
repetition of outrages which can not fail 
to have fatal effects upon her integrity 
and independence. The last three de- 
mands may seem to beara character of 
self-seeking on Japan’s part; but in truth 
they strike at the very root of these 
troubles. If the Chinese people could 
only be induced to enter the path of 
progress, all China’s difficulties would be 
at an end. Murders of missionaries, 
burning of consulates, and such outrages 
would become things of the past, and 
with them would disappear the opport- 
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unities they furnish for foreign Powers to 
prefer extortionate demands. Japan de- 


sires to treat China with all deference, 
friendship, and consideration, and is anxi- 
ous to assist in preserving her neighbour's 
integrit It can scarcely be doubted 
that the best assistants China can have for 
the purpose of shaping an enlightened 
career are Japanese who know and use 
her literature, who employ the same 
script as her people, who understand her 
customs, usages, and history, and who 
have had practical experience in dealing 
with the very difficulties that beset her. 
The employment of a few of its people is 
a small matter to this empire from a 
selfish point of view, but the introduction 
of such a leaven seems the best and least, 
repellent way of turning China from her 
prejudices, and inducing her to embrace 
the civilization in which lies her only 
chance of national safety, 









The Tokyo Asahi very sensibly remarks 
that the Shashi outrage was not directed 
specially against Japan. Great Britain 
suffered equally. We do not know yet 
even whether it took the character of an 
anti-foreign demonstration. Of course the 
prevalence of strong anti-foreign feeling 
in Hupeh and Honan has long been re- 
cognised. But there is a possibility that 
the recent riot owed ils origin to the in- 
stigation of officials who had lost th 
posts as collectors of /##’n owing to the 
hypothecation of the latter as security for 
China’s new foreign debt. ‘There is also 
a possibility that disaffected secret socie- 
ties were at the bottom of the affair, 
their object being to embarrass the central 
Government by embroiling it with foreign 
States and exposing it to heavy demands. 
All hastiness of judgment must therefore 
be avoided. The true facts of the case 
must be ascertained before any action is 
taken, and it must not be forgotten that 
the incompetence of the Peking Author- 
ities to police the provinces efficiently has 
often been demonstrated. Under any 
circumstances, an example like that set 
by Germany last year must not be follow- 
ed. If England and Japan were disposed 
to make this incident a pretext for doing 
as Germany did, namely, achieving a long- 
cherished ambition without any proper 
regard for the rights of the case, they 
might prefer sweeping demands, since the 
burning of consulates is an act of national 
import, which can not be said of the as- 
sassination of a missionary. But of course 
there will be no such disposition, Japan 
and England will adopt a similar line in 
seeking reparation, and will keep within 
the strict limits of justice. The Asahi 
thinks, however, that as Shashi was opened 
through Japan’s exertions, the latter 
Power should take the lead in this matter, 
and should approach England for the pur- 
pose of arranging concerted action. 














The Chugat Shogyo Shimpo writes ina 
similar strain, but is disposed to. think 
that the outrage was primarily directed 
against Japan, and that the burning of the 
British consulate and other buildings was 
purely incidental, It is not to be 
imagined, however, that the Peking 
Government had anything to do with the 
matter, Lawless rioters are alone to 
blame, Japan must, of course, exact 
proper reparation, but she is not to be 
guided by precedents such as Germany 
and Russia recently established in their 
dealings with China, and, pending the 
results of full investigation, every one 
should refrain from discussion. From the 











day of the opening of Shashi, fears were’ 


Original frorr 





May 14, 1898.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


Sot 





entertained that the proverbial anti-foreign 
Prejudices of the people would lead to 
outrages. It is the expected, therefore, 
that has Heppened) on this occasion, 





“ NICHI-NICHI SHIMBUN” & TRE 
RUSSO-FAPANESE PROTOCOL. 


pa ier ais 

The Micht-Nichs Shimbun compliments 
the Cabinet very highly on the success 
that has attended its efforts to come to a 
satisfactory understamding with Russia on 
the importance of preserving the indepen- 
dence of Korea, Our contemporary alleges 
that when Count Okuma held the port- 
folio of Foreign Affairs he allowed himself 
to be entirely engrossed with questions of 
party politics, the result being that the 
interests of the country were uot safe- 
guarded abroad nor ils prestige vindicat- 
ed. In the Korean Peninsula, especially, 
Russia’s influence became paramount, 
the military and financial affairs of that 
empire falling almost completely under 
her control. The present Cabinet, on as- 
suming Office, lost no time in applying itself 
to correct the disorder in the country’s 
foreign affairs, and the Protocol just 
published is one of the resulls of its 
labours, Formerly Japan, in her attempts 
to assert the independence of Korea, had 
to confront China only. But after the war 
of 1894-5, three European Powers stepped 
into China’s place, and it was not possible 
for Japan to stand against them. Now, 
she has recovered her lost position, and, 
whereas formerly she could obtain only 
China’s recognition of the peninsular 
Empire’s independence, she has to-day 
succeeded in obtaining its recognition 
by one of the great Powers of Europe, 





a consummation that marks a new 
departure in the politics of — the 
Far East. She has also secured 


Russia’s promise to abstain from placing 
any impediment in the path of Japanese 
commercial and indust relations with 
Korea. ‘Ihat pledge should have a re- 
assuring effect. There is no doubt that a 
very unsatisfactory state of affairs existed 
in Korea from the point of view of the 
Japanese man of business. Obstructions 
and difficulties of all kinds were en- 
countered by persons endeavouring to 
prosecute enterprises in the peninsul, 
and it was felt that nothing could be re- 
solutely or confidently attempted, That 
sense of insecurily is now removed, and 
the fact furnishes matter for congratula- 
tion when we remember the large com- 
mercial and industrial interests that Japan 
has in Korea. The Nicht Nichi further 
points out that, although the Government 
has now discharged its duty, its efforts 
cau uot be crowned with practical fruits 
unless the nation rise to the level of the 
situation thus created, and concludes by 
significantly observing that, Korea being 
the field where Japan’s influence must be 
extended, her failure there would be 
tantamount to her effacement in the Far 
East. 

















There is a somewhat remarkable dis- 
play of indifference on the part of the 
Japanese press towards the Russo-Japa 
ese Protocol. The only journal of 
portance by whichit has thus far been dis- 
cussed is the Kokumin Shimbun,’ a paper 
which, as a matter of course, shows no 
disposition to give the’ Government any 
credit for the Protocol. It alleges that, 
in effect, the provisions of the document. 
amount to nothing worth speaking of. They 
merely place Japan and 
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equal footing towards Korea, and openly 
tecoguise the state of affatrs now actually 
existing. In fact, according to the Koku- 
min, neither of the contracting parties 
has gained or granted anything: each is 
placed exactly in the position to which it is 
entitled.~ Rumour says, however, that the 
price paid by Japan for the Protocol was 
the recognition of Russia’s new status in 
Manchuria. If that be true, the Govern- 
ment has made a stupendous blunder, for 
it has given away a great deal and obtain- 
ed nothing at allin return, The Kokumin 
makes a very poor show of believing the 
story. Indeed, its whole article is trans- 
parently eaplious and prejudiced. 








SULL THE ERISON. QUESTION. 





The Kobe Chronicle is still dissatisfied 
with the members of the Yokohama Cham- 
ber of Commerce who prepared and pub 
lished a report about the Sugamo Prison. 
Referring to our rémarks on the subject, 
our contemporary says :— 

‘The Mail says that it is in Sugamo Prison that 
foreigners suspected of crime are to undergo 
punish . What foreigners? Ace foreigners 
attested in any part of the Empire to be brought 
to Sugame? Are foreigners arrested in the pro- 
vinces to be detained in a ‘Tokyo-fu prison, and 
catvied backwards and forwards for examination 
and trial to the disteict where the alleged 
was committed? IL is only teasonable to a 
that a fore! 
detained in the nearest provincial pi 
the process of his ex mation, If he is 
bail, he may be detained for months in such a 
prison, 

That is a perplexing statement. The 
Mail did not say that foreigners ‘ sus- 
pected of crime are to undergo punish- 
ment at Sugamo Prison.” The A/ail is 
not aware that persons “suspected ” of 
crime are subjected to punishment in any 
civilized country. We should conclude, 
of course, that ‘suspected’ was a mis- 
print for convicted "—especially as the 
Kobe Chronicle quotes us correctly else- 
wherein the same article—were it not that 
that hypothesis becomes untenable in the 
face of our contemporary’s appended com- 
ments about ‘foreigners arrested in the 
provinces” being ‘detained in a Tokyo 
prison and carried backwards and forwards 
for examination and trial to the district 
where the alleged crime was commited.” 
It is not surprising that the effect of news- 
paper discussions in this part of the world 
is to confuse and bewilder the public. 
The Kobe Chronscle made itself con- 
spicuous for its crusade in this matler of 
prisons, yet we now find it talking about a 
prison for the “ punishment of foreigners 
suspected of crime,” and then proceeding 

o ask a number of questions which are 
comically irrelevant. The simple fact is 
that Sugamo Prison is understood to be 
the place where foreigners convicted of 
crime will undergo punishment. We do 
not know whether it is to be the only 
prison used for that purpose in Japan, but 
it certainly will be the principal prison, 
It is a convict prison, Persons awaiting 
trial are not incarcerated there. The 
kind of building in which foreign convicts 
will undergo punishment, and the nature 
of the treatment they will receive there, 
are not the least important points to be 
investigated in connexion with this sub- 
ject. ‘They are points to which the Yoko- 
hama Chamber of Commerce first directed 
its attention, not, indeed, of deliberate 
choice, but simply because that rou- 
tine happened to be convenient. The 
Kobe Chronicle apparently thinks it more 













































where suspects will be detained than to 
learn the kind of places where convicts 
will undergo punishment, and blames the 
members of the Yokohama Chamber for 
publishing any report until they could 
supply information on the former point 
as well as the latter. That is amusingly 
hypercritical. The compilers of the 
report may be pardoned for imagining 
that two entirely independent branches of 
their subject might be independently 
discussed. We shall presently hear what 
they have to say about the places where 
persons awaiting trial are detained, and 
we venture te predict that, with the 
exception of the editor of our Kobe 
contemporary, no one will be so curiously 
exacting as to assert that they should not 
have said anything about the treatment 
of convicts until they knew all about the 
treatment of suspects, 





THE FORMOSA RAILWAF. 





ees 

It is alleged by the Yorosu Choho that 
Messrs. Peacock and Company, of Loiidon, 
have now definitely agreed to lend to the 
projectors of the Formosa Railway a sum 
of £t,500,000, the conditions being, five per 
cen. interest; 95 yen per loo yen bond; 
15 years without redemption, and redemp- 
tion thereafter within a period of three 
years : and, finally, the purchase of all the 
railway’s locomotives from Messrs. Pea- 
cock and Company at approximately the 
same prices as those paid for the locomo- 
tives on State and private lines in Japan. 
The Yorosu expresses much surp at 
this arrangement, and observes that, ac- 
cording to the charter of the Formosan 
Railway Company, it is not allowed to 
contract debts exceeding one half of its 
paid-up capital. At present the Company’s 
subscribed capital is ouly 10 million yen, 
and nothing has yet been paid up. How, 
then, can it be justified in borrowing 15 
million yen ? 











TORYO 1ITERARY AND MUSICAL 
SOCIETY. 


+ 

Owing to the theatrical performance of 
the Tokyo Dramatic and Musical Society 
having been fixed for Tuesday, the 17th 
instant, so that the full dress rehearsal 
takes place on Monday, the 16th, it has 
been found necessary to postpone the 
sual fortnightly meeting of the Tokyo 
Literary and Musical Society until Mon- 
day, the 23rd instant. We have been 
asked to make this intimation to our 
readers, but it seems well to add a word 
of explanation, as the similarity of the 
lwo societies’ names may create some 
confusion. The Tokyo Literary and 
Musical Society has its head-quarters in 
Tsukiji_ and holds its meetings twice 
month in the Parish Buildings. The 
Tokyo Musical and Dramatic Society 
can not be said to have its head- 
quarters in any particular place, and does 
not give performances at set intervals, 
but when it does organize an entertain- 
ment, the place is usually the Shoreikai 
Hall. According to the original plan, the 
Dramatic and Musical Society was to give 
its second performance for this year on 
Monday, the roth instant, There would 
then have been no clashing with the 
regular bi-monthly pertormance of the 
sister Society on Monday, 16th. But, 
owing to the sudden illuess of Madame la 
Baronne d’Anethan, who was to lave 
vlaxed she, principal réle in the theatricals 





















LINO! 


-CHAMPAIGN 


goz . 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[May t4, 1898. 





of the Dramatic Society, the latter had to 
put off its full dress rehearsal and perfor- 
mance until the 16th and 17th respec- 
tively, and a corresponding postponement 
of the Literary Society’s meeting until 
the 23rd became necessary. The dates as 
now fixed are, therefore, these :-— 


Monday, 16:1, 8.30 p.m.—Full Dress Rehearsal 
the Shoveikai, Tora-no-mon; Tokyo Dear 

atic and Musical Society. 

jay, 17th, 8.30 p.m.—Amateur 

Performance, in the | Shore 
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ical Societ 








mon; Tokyo D-amatic and M ye 
Monday, 231d, 8 30 a bi-monthly 
meeting of the Tokyo Literary and Musical 





Society, in the Parish Building, Tsukiji. 
We may add that, in the case of both 
societies, these performances will conclude 
the programmes for the first half of 1898. 











A DELIRIOUS PERFORMANCE. 
eg 

We have had occasion to refer once or 
twice to a publication of which few of 
our readers are likely to have any direct 
knowledge—the Shephera’s Vosce. It is 
a semi-missionary periodical, edited by Mr. 
Eugenese Snodgrass with Biblical inter- 
pretation by the Rev. J. M. McCaleb. 
In its last number it contains an article 
headed “Tokyo Dramatic and Musical 
Society,” the writer of which expresses 
great indignation because ‘‘a farcical 
comedy called ‘ Naval Engagements’ was 
exhibited in the Episcopal Building in 
Tokyo.” That, of course, is quite incor- 
rect. The performance of the Tokyo 
Dramatic and Musical Society did not 
take place in the Episcopal Building, 
wherever that may be. It took place in 
the hall of the Shoreikai, an edifice 
without any religious affinities what- 
ever. Mistakes, however, may be made 
by the most careful writers, and if aply 
a mistake were in question, there 
would be little to say. But the writer of 
the article takes upon himself to assert 
that “ the personal (sé:) of the actors were 
Christians, skeptics, infidels, and what 
not;” that “the devil and sectarianism 
went hand in hand when these buildings 
were thrown open for theatricals ;” that 
“the performance was worldly, yea! 
absolutely immoral and indecent ;” that 
the actors “exhibited their diabolical 
wares within the very holy of holies,” and 
that “the organizations under the name 
of churches of Christ which set up such 
Satanic performances have no more claim 
to be called a church than a_ variety 
theatrical troop would have.’ The only 
conclusion to be drawn from such raving 
is that the writer is insane. He is 
evidently a species of irresponsible fanatic 
for whom charitable folks must feel pro- 
found pity. 








PRIVATE PROPERTY IN WAR. 
Fess SD nae 

What we have written on the subject 
of private property in war seems to have 
conveyed to Mr. Tyler—-whose letter we 
publish elsewhere—an impression’ not 
contemplated by us. It was not our in- 
tention to reflect on the action of the 
United States in particular. America is 
acting in this matter as all other nations 
act. But we do unhesitatingly affirm that 
the principles of civilization are outraged 
when war-ships pursue and capture mer- 
chant vessels upon the high sea simply 
because the latter are flying the colours 
of an enemy, The extremely remote 
contingency that such vessels, if not cap- 
tured, may be used by the enemy for 


Go 
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transporting troops and munitions of war 
is scarcely relevant, in our opinion. If 
that were the real motive of capture, the 
vessels should be restored to their owners 
on the re-establishment of peace, whereas 
they are sold for the benefit of their cap- 
tors. All private property ought to be 
secure alike in peace and in war. That 
the civilized nations of the world will 
ultimately agree upon that point, we are 
entirely persuaded, 








A SINGULAR STORY. 
Sag 

Under the heading “ Foreign Employ és in 
Japan,” Mr. Basil Hall Chamberlain makes the 
assertion that ‘*a Frenchman codified Japanese 
law and abolished torture.” In support of that 
statement he tells the following tale:— 

This forward step was entirely due to the per- 
sonal initiative of Monsieur Boissonnade de Fon- 
tatabie. Soon alter his arrival in the countey i 
1873, when seated one day busy with the prelimi- 
naties for the work of codification, he teard 
gioans in an adjoining wpattment, and asked 
what they meant, An evasive answer was return: 
ed; but he persisted, and finally burst into the 
room whence the groans issued, to find a man 
stetched on the torturesboards with layers of 
heavy stones piled on his legs. Returning to his 
Japanese colleagues, he plainly told them that 
such horrots and civilised: law could wot coexist, 
that tort ust Cease instantly, or that he must 
resi This firm stand brought about the im- 
medi disuse of a practice so shocking to 
humanity. The sufferer—a young msn accused 
of a political offenct—-afierwards tose to eminence 
as Count Mutsu, sometime Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. 

This appears to us to be a most extraordinary 
narrative, Why M. Boissonnade should have 
catried on the work of codification in a jail, as 
must have been the case if the chamber adjoin- 
ing the scene of his study was a torture room, 
we can not pretend to guess. But details of 
that kind are of secondary importance. The 
chief difficully about the story is that in 
1874, when Mr. Chamberlain represents Mr, 
Mutsu as undergoing torture, the latter was 
Chief of a Bureau in ihe Home Department, 
and had recently been appoinied to that post 
after serving as Governor of Kanagawa. It 
certainly will not be very pleasant for the late 
Count Mutsu's family and numerons admirers 
to read this extraordinary canard about him, 
and to be told that, at a time when he held 
high office, he was receiving the treatment of 
@ common criminal. 






























in the above article which refers to a 
strange story which appears in “ Things 
Japanese ” on the subject of the abolition 
of torture in Japan, we made some state- 
ments from memory .as to the official 
position held by Mr. Mutsu—the late 
Count Mutsu—at the time when the 
author of ‘‘ Things Japanese ” represents 
him as having been subjected to torture. 
We have now examined the record of 
Count Mutsu’s services and are in a 
position to show conclusively that the story 
contained in ' Things Japanese ” must be 
a pure canard. The story is that, in 
1873, M. Boissonnade, being engaged 
with preliminaries for the work of codi- 
fying the laws of Japan, heard groans in 
an apartment adjoining that where be 
was at work; forced his way into the 
room ; found Mr. Mutsu undergoing tor- 
ture ; declared that he must resign at once 
if such practises were not abandoned 
immediately, and was successful in his 
protest. Now the official record of Mr. 
Mutsu’s services runs : 


August, 1871, appointed Governor of Kanagawa. 

January, 1872, received the additional appoint« 
ment of Dagjo in the Foreign Office fora special 
purpose. 

February, 1872, received Foreign Office appoint« 
mentand received the additional appointment 
of Vice-President of the Taxation Bureau in 


gle 











the Finance Department, as well as the post 
of controller of Customs at Kanagawa. 
ned his additional appointment 





Buren 
June, 1873, appoinied Santo Shusshi in the 
Finance Department (vetaining the Presidency 


of the Taxation Bureau 
January, 1874, resigned all his official posts, 
April, 1875, appointed a Senator. 
It is obviously a mistake—and a very 
extraordinary mistake too—to suppose 
that the late Csunt,Mutsu can have been 
subjected to torture at any time between 
1871 and 1875. In fact, he was in high 
repute and held an important official post 
at the very time when M, Boissonnade is 
said to have found him “stretched on the 
torture-boards with layers of heavy stones 
piled on his legs.” 

It is further to be noted that the aboli- 
tion of torture is said to have taken place 
in 1873, in consequence of ‘‘the firm 
stand ” made by M. Boissonnade. Buton 
referring to the archives, we find that the 
Notification partially abolishing torture 
was issued on August 25th, 1874. It ran 
thus :— 

Notirication No. 19 or TH® Department 

or Justice. 

From ancient times it has been the practice to 
use torture in investigating criminal cases. But 
it would be an outrage if an innocent person 
should be made to appear guilty owing to the use 
of undue severity. e to torture 
shall in future be discontin i 
Provided that, in cases where the process of ex- 
amination might otherwise present difficulties, 
torture may be employed for the occasion, but 
should such necessity occur, the circumstances 
must be noted, and a report of all instances of the 
kind must be made to the Department of Justice 
at the end of each month, 

(Dated) August 25th, 1874. 
It is plain from this document that torture 
was not abolished in 1873, and that, so 
far from its “immediate disuse” having 
been brought about by M. Boissonnade’s 
“firm stand,” it was only partially abo- 
lished in August, 1874. 















In our correspondence columns will be 
found an extraordinary letter signed 
“Amicus.” We deliberatelly call at an 
extraordinary letter, not so much be- 
cause of its discourteous tone—courtesy 
is too often at a discount in the Far 
East—as because the writer, basing his 
assertions on two perfectly plain arti- 
cles in this journal, gravely attributes 
to us statements which cannot possibly 
be deduced from those articles. He 
says that we have “ denied to Mr. Boisso- 
nade the chief share in the complete 
and final abolition of torture in Japan,” 
and that we have “seen fit to endeavour 
to deprive him of a glory which he prized 
above all others.” We have done nothing 
ofthe kind. If‘ Amicus” read the articles 
which appear to have roused his indigna- 
tion on behalf of his absent friend—a man 
whose friendship we also enjoyed and for 
whose noble character we entertain the 
highest admiration—he must have brought 
to their perusal some prejudice which 
strangely blinded him to theie true im- 
port and object. We know nothing of 
M. Boissonade’s share in procuring the 
abolition of torture. The main question, 
the question to which we applied our- 
selves almost uniquely, was whether the 
late Mr. (afterwards Count) Mutsu suffer- 
éd torture at the hands of the judicial 
authorities in 1873 or 1874. We have 


shown absolutely, shown beyond all per- 

adventure or possibility of doubt, that Mr. 

Mutsu was uot subjected to torture in 

either of those years. ‘ Amicus 
Origi ot 


” now 
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declares that he ‘had from Monsieur 
Boissonade’s own lips the assertion to 
which you take exception.” Does 
“ Amicus” venture to affirm, then, that, 
according to the direct testimony of M. 
Boissonade, Mr, Mutsu was subjected to 
torture in 1873 or 1874, and that M. Bois- 
sonnade was “an ocular witness of the 
case?” It is wholly impossible that M. 
Boissonade can have made any such 
statement, for the thing never happened. 
To show that it never happened, and to 
repudiate a falsehood so injurious to 
Count Mutsu’s memory and so paintul to 
his relatives and friends, was our main 
object in writing. As to M. Boissonade’s 
share in procuring the abolition of tor- 
ture, we repeat that we know nothing. 
But when by way of evidence that “the 
step was entirely due to his initiative,” a 
story is put forward which can not by any 
possibility be reconciled with historical 
facts, we simply decline to accept the tale. 
We do so, however, without the smallest 
prejudice to M. Boissonade’s claim. A 
second point also was noted by us; 
namely, that, according to the writer of 
“Things Japanese,” the ‘firm stand” 
made by M. Boissonade in 1873 “ brought 
about the immediate disuse of a prac- 
tice so shocking” (ge. torture). Now 
Notification No. 19, issued by the 
Department of Justice on August 25th, 
1874, interdicted the general use of tor- 
ture in criminal investigations, but ex- 
plicitly reserved to judges discretionary 
power to resort to it “in cases where the 
process of examination might otherwise 
present difficulties.” ‘There was conse- 
quently no immediate disuse of ‘a practice 
so shocking ” either in 1873 or in 1574. 
Thus the story related in Things Japan- 
ese” is again shown to be unworthy of 
credit. Does it follow that the honour of 
being. mainly instrumental in bring- 
ing about the abolition of torture in 
Japan must be denied to M. Boissonade ? 
Of course not. The only thing prov- 
ed is that an erroneous version of the 
facts has been published. It is very 
possible that M. Boissonade did be- 
come a fortuitous witness of the application 
of torture to some unfortunate Japanese 
subject, and it is very possible that the 
pity and indignation aroused in him by, 
the spectacle prompted him to enter a 
protest of such vehemence as to greatly 
influence the Japanese authorities. The 
story in “ Things Japanese” may contain 
that much truth. But for the rest it isa 
false story and “ Amicus” only weakens 
M. Boissonade’s claim by levelling singu- 
larly indiscriminating and unjust accusa- 
tions at our heads. M. Boissonade, were 
he now in Japan, would certainly ‘ enter 
a protest against such a manner of writing 
history.” But not against our manner: 
against the manner of the author of 
“Things Japanese” and of “ Amicus.” 
We have adduced extracts from official 
archives in support of every statement 
made by us, and we invite “ Amicus” to 
descend from the cloudland of friendship’s 
romance, and, instead of indulging in sen- 
timental generalities, to demonstrate 
plainly that we have erred in any degree, 
however trivial. We do not dispute M. 
Boissonade’s claim. We dispute simply 
the evidence adduced in support of it by 
the author of ‘' Things Japanese.” 

















RELIANCE WHEELMEN. 
es es 
THE JUBILEE CUP RACE, 

The third and final race among members of 
the Reliance Wheelmen for the handsome 
Jubilee Cup, took place on Wednesday even- 
ing at the Cricket Ground before a large 
semblage. A fairly stiff breeze was blowing. 
but it did not interfere very seriously with the 
riders. Out of the eight entries, six came to 
the post, the absentees being J. B. Gibbs, jun., 
and C, Thwaites, who were prevented by busi- 
engagemenis, 
ters and their handicaps were 
scratch, 








ness 








ALL J. Dewette 


E. H. Irwine 20 » 
R. Boblke ,. 3° 
Kay Smith ,, 55 » 
LE. McChesney. 95 


The course was five miles, necessitating 17 
laps, The only one to drop out was McChesney, 
who retired at the eighth lap, all the others 
finishing. It was not till the rath lap that 
matters began to be interesting, By this time 
Irwine had passed Bohlke and began to 
draw up on Kay Smith. In the next lap 
he passed to the front and kept there to the 
end. Meanwhile Bain and Dewette began to 
draw up and first one and then the other pas- 
sed, but eventually Bain drew clear and the 
pair passed Bohlke in that order. From 
the 15th lap all was over save the shouting, 
Irwine having the race well in hand, and 
he passed the post an easy winner by seve 
ral lengths. Upon the times being worked 
out the following results were obtained, the 
men being placed as figured below :— 













Min, Sec. 
E. H. Iewine, 15 2h 
K. Smith 15 44 
C,H. Bai ee 
A. L. J. Dewette «, 15 10; 
R. Boiitke 15 37% 


The officers of the day were :—Referee, E 
Adet; Starter, T. Abbey; Judges, F. M. 
Gowey, B. J. Jackson, H. F. Arthur; Time- 
keepers, E. Mendelson, G. S. Nelson, A. M 
Wolf; Scorers, H. Gunn, E, Barfoot, and C 
Schmidt. After the race Mrs, E_ Champneys 
Irwine presented the prizes, E. H. Irwine, rst, 
obtained the Jubilee cup and a medal for his 
win in the second race ; Smith took second 
prize and medal for’ win in the first 
race ; Bain took third prize, and Dewette fourth 
prize. 














“ KABUKIZA” THEATRE, 
ghee 

Globe-trotters have now an opportunity of 
obtaining an interesting glimpse of the high 
dramatic art of Japun and the ways of native 
theatre-goers. Mr, Danjuro, the greatest of 
Japanese modern actors, is running an attractive 
bill at the Kabukiza theatre, Kobikicho, and 
no better chance of seeing Japanese acting at 
its highest can be had. 

The Kabukiza programme is one of the best 
ever placed before the Tokyo public. The 
performances, which last from 11 a.m. to 8 p m., 
consist of the repetition of three plays, The 
first represents aquariel between two Courtladies 
and the loyalty of a devoted maidservant, who 
kills the enemy of her mistress. Danjuro, 
Shucho, and Kikngoro, the former as the ladies, 
and the latter as the servant, are the actors, and 
the manner in which they imitate the walk, 
actions, and manuers of Japanese women is a 
revelation. The second play is in the most 
mournful vein of tragedy, It illustrates the 
gallantry and loyalty of the old feudal times, 
and there is a brave young noble (with all the 
perfections of the Adelphi hero on his head) 
and a fascinating lady whose hard adventures 
enchain the sympathy of a Japanese audience 
as much as the woes of Romeo and Juliet would 
move a Western theatre. The period is that 
of 1000 years back, and the dresses are all of 
archaic pattern, ‘The last play is probably the 
most interesting to foreign sight-seers. Ir 
illustrates the heroism of a young gentleman of 
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edo in the olden time, and the gorgeous 
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panoramic representation of the famous Kanda 
festival is a spectacle well worth seeing. So, 
too, is the Okaru Kampei dance, with 50 ectors 
on the stage. Indeed, the whole is as good as 
can be seen in Japan. Foreigners visiting the 
theatre are invariably received with the utmost 





_| politeness. 








KOBE'’S CELEBRATION. 
os 

The celebration of Kobe's thirtieth anniver- 
sary passed off most successfully on Saturday. 
M. de Lucy-Fossarien, doyen of the Consular 
body, made an excellent reply to the Governo: 
address, Having alluded to the wonderful 
growth of the town, whose trade during the 
thirty years of its existence had grown from 50 
to 160 millions a year, making Kobe rank as 
the third port in the Far Fast, the speaker con- 
tinued, says the Chronicle :— 

“As Tam speaking now on behalf of your 
foreign guests, I may be allowed, without wishing 
in any way to belittle the merits of your coun 
men, to claim for the foreign merchants the 
that belongs to them in the wonderful expansion 

de of this port (and of the general Wade 

d share of legitimate pride wi 
fare entitled to derive it, 7 
ice, their capital, Ueir intelligence, their 
credit, and their connections all over the world were 
the first elements out of which came the birth, the 
and at last, with your direct partici 

ion of a trade which 
supports many millions of Japanese—mercl 
king men, sailors, or labourers: 
sted to the present 
prosperity and greatness of Japan, These ate titles 
Jeration which perhaps there is too 

lination in certain quarters to forget. In 
r nationals, the pioneers of 





















































former times, hecome competitors, are 
no longer even rivals, but intruders, if not 
enemies, The amount ‘of business which passes 


th 





gh their bands is jealously calculated as 


xo much that ought of right’ to belong to 
Japanese, and of which the Japanese. are 
uulaitly defrauded, This—need I to 





idulge a prejudice as bi 
—taneful because it tends to excite a spirit of 
autagonism unworthy of our times, and the 
effrcts of which, especially in Kobe, are felt even 
cisewhere than in the field of commerce; un- 
just, because Japan offers to com 
prises a field wide enough for all, and without 
any necessity existing for driving out those who 
Tt is an acknowledged c 
that sentiment must be kept apart 
business, and that in such matters 
It would therefore 
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from 
interest is the ouly criterion, 
be a mistake, even frou the foreign metchants? 
point of view, to claim that the services rendered 





by foreigners in former times © 
shave in the trade they have assisted to build up ; 
but, on the other hand, it should not be forgotten 
that it is precisely the interest of foreigners just 
as much as of Japanese to develop Japan's trade 
in the widest degree of which it is capable, to open 
constantly new ontlets for it, and to extend its 
resources, 80 that, while it is (ue they ave working 
hewselves, their efforts in the end make forthe 
general good of your country. It is therefore with 
as much sincerity as the Japanese that foreigners 
setiled in Kobe congratulate themselves upon the 
tesults obtained so farj—with as much energy 
will they endeavour not only to maintain those 
results, but to 
Japanese and ners have been the joint 
ders of a commercial prosperity such as few 
cities could boast of in the like space of time; 
and in the vew era of which we are now on the 
eve—for, by a curious coincidence, to-day’s 
ceremony is destined to mark almost precisely in 
the history of Kobe the point of separation be- 
tween the old and the wew régimes of Treaties: 
we may hope that the continuation of these joint 
efforts bring forth tesuits none the less satise 





































Mr. Arthar W, A’Beckett speaks of the fare 
at the weekly dinner of the Punch staff. Ivisthus 
described : “ The simplest thing in the world. A 
few oysters, a little clear soup, a bit of salmon, a 
couple of ent:ées—one white one brown—a vege- 
table salad, a saddle of mutton, a bird,{a sweet or 
two, an ice, a savoury, and acup of coffee. 
Then, if we have that, we shall want nothing 
better. For, after all, we only require an ex 
cuse for the wines—and they are always 
excellent.” | 60 
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RUSSO-F¥AFANESE PROTOCOL. 


T has been understood for some little 
time that the Governments of Russia 
and Japan had negotiated a protocol in 
the sequel of the YAMAGATA-LOBANOW 
Convention, and the text of the document 


is now published. 
PROTOCOL. 
inister for Foreign Affairs of 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, and Baron 
Rosen, le Conseiller d’Etat actuel et Chambell: 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of His Majesty the Emperor of All the 
Russias, duly authorized to that effect, have agreed 
upon the following arti ce of Aticl 
4 of the Protocol signed at Moscow on the gih 
June, 1896, btween Marshal Marquis Yamagata 
aud Prince Lobanow, Secretary of State :— 

At. [—The Imperial Governments of Japan 

J Russia definitively recognize the sovereignty 
nd entire independence of Korea, and mutually 
age to refrain from all direct interference iv 
the internal affairs of that country. 
Desiring to avoid every possible cause 
derstanding in the future, the Imperial 
d Russia mutually eng: 





























cial advisers, without having previously 
ne lo A mutual agreement on the subject, 

Att. I.—In view of the large development of 
jepmne commercial and industrial enterprise in 

‘orea, as well as the considerable number of 
Japanese subjects cesident in that try, the 
Imperial Russia Government will not impede the 
development of the commercial and industiial re= 
lations between Japan and Korea, 

Done at Tokyo, in duplicate, this 25ih day of 
Apuil, 1898. 








Nissi. [LSJ 

It will be seen that the first article con- 
tains a very explicit declaration of the 
high contracting parties’ recognition of 
Korea’s sovereignty and independence. 
As to the worth of such a declaration, it 
is useless to say anything. The validity 
of every pledge depends, toa large extent, 
upon the good faith of those concerned in 
observing it. At this particular moment 
Russia appears to have no designs upon 
Korean integrity, but if she succeeds in 
eliminating such designs from the future 
history of her procedure in the Far East, 
she will have to shape the course of 
inconsistent with 


Rosen. 


events in a manner 
present indications. Assuming that her 
programme about Liaotung and the 


Manchurian railway is carried out, there 
is no closing our eyes to the fact that the 
whole section of Eastern Asia, extending 
from the Sea of Japan on the east to the 
Khiugan range on the west, and bounded 
on the south by the Liaotung Gulf, the 
Korean Bay, and the Yalu River, will, one 
day, be added to her empire. 
afford, when that day comes, to leave 
Korea independent? Not unless she re- 
signs herself to abandon, or virtually 
abandon, Vladivostock ; for the Power 
seated in the Korean peninsula would 
command the line of communications from 
Peter the Great Bay to Liaotung. That 
the promise contained in this new proto- 
col has been made in good faith, no one 
has any right to doubt. That it can be 
faithfully observed in the face of the con- 
ditions created by other covenants, ap- 
pears to us altogether problematical. 

The second article, with reference to 


Can she 
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furnishing military and financial advisers 
to Korea, is unexpectedly clear. We 
should not have looked for more than an 
engagement that either side must notify 
the other before furnishing such advisers ; 
whereas we have an engagement that 
“mutual agreement” must be an essential 
preliminary. ‘ Mutual agreement” means, 
of course, that an absolute veto can be 
imposed by one of the two Powers on the 
acts of the other in this matter. Russia 
certainly did not interpret the YAMAGATA- 
LoBanow Conventionin that sense. When 
she was asked by the Emperor of KOREA 
to furnish military and financial advisers, 
she complied at once with the request, 
taking uo to 
Japan and ignoring the latter’s 
sequent protests, She has now, however, 
assumed a very different attitude, and 
doubtless the Japanese nation will derive 
much satisfaction from the change. 

The third article invites some reading 
between the lines. 
large development of Japanese commercial 
and industrial enterprises in Korea” 
of “ the considerable number of Japanese 
subjects resident in that country,” and it 
engages the Russian Government, in view 
of those facts, not to impede the growth 
of Japan’s tradal and nfanufacturing rela. 
tions with Korea. Such language amounts 
to an admission that Japan’s material in- 
terests in the Korean peninsula are dom- 
inant. Of course, there can be no ques- 
tion that 


steps whatever inform 


sub- 


It speaks of “the 


and 





they do predominate, but a 
conventional declaration of the fact on 
Russia’s part is significant. For the rest, 
this article will have the effect of dispelling 
a feeling of uneasiness which has greatly 
impeded Japan’s enterprise in Korea of 
late, especially in the matter of railways, 

It is curious to note how completety 
Japan has stepped into the place hitherto 
occupied by China vis-a-vis Korea. This 
RosEn-NISHI Protocol bears a remarkably 
close resemblance to the ITQ-Lt convention 
of 1885. 
at the latter date that if unhappily China 
and Japan should ever quarrel over Korea, 
the onlooker, Russia, would principally 
profit by the fracas. The forecast was 
sound. It is with Russia that Japan has 
now to parley about Koreau indepen- 
dence, as she parleyed with China thirteen 
years ago. Let us hope that the analogy 
will never be pushed to completion. 


It was predicted by good judges 








DEPARTURE OF MR. & MRS. 
HEROD. 

+ 

Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Herod left Tokyo by the 
g a.m, train on the morning of the rrth, to take 
the steamer which sailed at noon for San 
Francisco. A large number of Tokyo re- 
sidents, Foreign and Japanese, assembled at 
Shimbashi to bid them farewell, and to wish 
them the good-fortune and happiness which 
ought certainly to fall to their lot wherever they 
find themselves. Mr. Herod is still a very 
young man, but has already given convincing 
proofs of high competence, and from a social 
point of view he and Mrs. Herod leave behind 
them most delightiul memories, 

















MON7HLY SUMMARY OF THE 
RELIGIOUS PRE. 
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on which so much has 
been written in these columns, not only forms the 
subject of numerous articles in the religious 
magazines, but has been taken up by the 
secular newspapers and discussed from varied 
points of view. Among whathas been written 
it is hard to find anything like a strong defence 
of the Trustees, So much criticism of their 
action has already been published in the 
Fayan Mail that we now confine ourselves 
to a reproduction of the gist of what has been 
said in their favour, In the Kirisuto Kyo 
Shimbun, one of the Dos teachers, Mr, 
Abe Isawo, asa private individual, writes in the 
following terms :—It can uot be maintained 
that the members of an Association have no 
right to change its rule: Tris not forms but 
essentials that are important, The idea of es- 
tablishing Doshisha Ordinary Middle Schools 
resembling in every respect those under the 
direct control ot the Mombushé and qualified 
to claim all the privileges granted to such 
schools, was carried into practice di 
Presidency of Mr. Kosaki Hiromichi. 
original principle ofthese schools was thorough 
conformily with the Mombush6é regulations, 
That the carrying out of this principle would 
involve a certain amount of change in the con- 
stitution of the Déshisha sh 
foreseen by the Members of the Association, 
If there were any objections (o the course fol- 
lowed they should have been brought forward 
at the time of the establishment of the schools, 
The whole movement of which the action 























complained of is the culmination should 
have been denounced at the outset. What 
amount of compromise is involved in the 


establishment of such schools was evident from 
the very first. 

In an address delivered to the students of the 
Déshisha and others, President Yokoi alludes to 
the action of the Trustees. To the objection 
that this action is contrary to the wishes of the 
founders of the Institution he replies that the 
American Board was not the sole founder of the 
D6shisha, that no less than 50,000 yen was sub- 
scribed by Japanese sympathisers with the 
scheme, by such men as Counts Okuma and 
Inouye and their friends, The supporters of 
the institution being partly foreigu and partly 
Japanese, it is unreasonable to demand that the 
Japanese element should be made subservient 
to the foreign. There are those who advocate, 
continues Mr, Yokoi, the dissolution of the 
company and the return of the money realised 
by the sale of the property to the original sub- 
scribers. This plan might suit the subscribers, 
but would such a proceeding be fair to the men 
by whose exertions the institution was founded ? 
Would itbe fair to auch men as Nijima, Yama: 
moto, and Yamazaki? That after an existence 
of 20 years the Doshisha should attain indepen 
dence and assert its own individuality 
natural, The attack on the aciion of the 
tees now going on is only to be regarded as the 
display of antipathy to the thorough indepen- 
dence of the Institutior 

Writing in the Xirisutokyo Shimbun, Mr. 
Tamura Nao-omi contends that the Ddshisha, 
being a self-governing body, has a perfect 
right to alter ils own rules, The article that in 
the old rules declared that certain rules were 
unalterable from every point of view was re- 
garded as mostinconvenient, With the progress 
of events and of thought the rules of every exist- 
ing body need readjustment, and surely every 
Society has the power to alter its own rules, 
Few people realise what restriction in this re- 
spect implies. To give an example:—One of 
the Articles of Association (Art, 1V.) says that 
Kydto shall be the head-quarters of the Déshisha, 
Now supposing a very rich man were to offer to 
subscribe a large sum of money on the condi- 
tion that another place be made head-quarters, 
could Art. IV, not be altered? There are in 








rus- 





America and elsewhere numbers of Societies 
which have altered even their fundamental rules. 
Hence undue fuss has been made over this 
Doshisha affair, 
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The general public in Japan, continues Mr. 
has been entirely misinformed 
ference to the Ddshisha. J¢ has never been a 
Christian Institution, as people in America 
are well aware, When I was in America I con- 
stantly read paragraphs in the newspapers call- 
ing attention to the lack of Christianity in the 
Déshisha, The American Boatd, the principal 
American subscribers, and many of (he Mission- 
aries have known for years that the Déshisha 
was not Christian, On this we give Mr. Tamara’s 
ipsissima verba:—American Board wa mochi- 
ron, senhyoshi demo, ippan no kifusha (subsert- 
bers) demo, Doshisha wo Kirisutokys shugi no 
gakké to wa hitotsu mo shinjite wa oranu nari, 
‘The rules of the Déshisha as far as Christianity 
is concerned have for a long time been a dead 
letter, Rules are of no use without the men to 
carry them out, and it is an open secret that 
for many years past the .Kumi churches, 
which were intimately connected with the found- 
ing of the Ddshisha, have been permeated with 
Unitarianism. To attack the present trustees 
of the Déshisha and represent them as the sole 
cause of the change in the Rules of the Inati- 
tation shows great ignorance. The trend of 
thought in the Congregational Churches has for 
years pastall been in the direction of rationalism, 
The action of the trustees is the result of general 
feeling and sentiment, and it would be more 
ficial for those who undertake to discuss 
this question to pay more attention to the re= 
mote cause of that action rather than repre- 
sentitas entirely isolated. To argue as if the 
Kumiai Churches were Christian and orthodox 
and asif the lack of Christianity were confined 
ty the Déshisha, reveals profound ignorance 
of the real state of affair 
It is not the Ddshisha and the Kumiai 
Charches at its back alone that have in recent 
years forfeiggd the confidence of the American 
Christian public. The Nihon Kirisuto Kyé 





























kai is in the same boat. It comes 
to this, that as soon as Japanese churches 
ject dogmas and formulas considered 





essential by Occidental churches they lose 
the support and sympathy of foreign mission 
boards. The rejection of the Westminster 
Catechism by the Nihon Kirisnto Kydkai 
(Presbyterian) was the signal for the wih- 
drawal of a large amount of pecuniary snpport. 
Undue fuss has been made over the revision of 
the Déshisha rules. What is wanted is an 
earnest and able set of men to work the Insti- 
tution, Rules of themselves are of little use 
and there is no object in preserving forms t 
represent no living inflaence of any kind, 
Writing in the Rikugd Zasshi, Mr. Kishimoto 
Nobuta asserts that the Déshisha has not sacri- 
ficed Christianity to convenience, that the school 
is Christian in all essential respects. Article 
IIL. of the Rules declares that Christianity is 
the basis of the moral education imparted by 
Déshisha schools and that article still remains 
intact. If the ebject of the Mombushé was to 
get rid of every Christian element in the I) 
tution, why did it allow Art, IIL. to remain as 
a part of the Rules? The whole thing is a 
tery. 
ne Shaéai Zasshi is surprised that Mr. 
Kosaki renounces all responsibility in connec- 
tion with the recent action of the Trustees; 
whereas it was under his Presidency that the 
‘Trustees cut off their connection with the Ame- 
tican Board on the score of doctrinal differen- 
ces of opinion. Mr. Kosaki attacks the present 
Trustees in the Shi The fact is, 
says the Shakai Zasshi, this Déshisha episode 
eals to how great an extent the Chris. 
tian church is split up into rival factions. 
The part the Mombushd has played in the whole 
affair is condemned by the Shakai Zasshi, As 
long asthe standard of the Department as re 
gards secular subjects is reached, says this 
organ, exemption from conscription should be 
granted as well as other privileges claimed by 
middle schools, President Yokoi is doubt- 
less to blame for not pointing this out, Far 
thermore, it devolved on the President to give 
tothe foreign supporters of the Institution a 
















































full account of the reasons for changing the 
‘Articles of Association. Is it not true, s the 
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Shakai Zasshi, that changes have of late been 
made in the rules of a number of mission 
schools, in order to bring them into conformity 
with the Mombushé regulations or the require- 
ments of local School Boards? Have not such 
institutions as the Aoyama Gaku-in, the Azabu 
Eiwagakko, the Rikkyd gakko, the Nihon Chia- 
gaku-in, the Meiji-gakuin, and the Nara Cha 
gakk6 all recently stated that they are prepared 
to give up teaching the Bible as a part of the 
school curriculum in return for official recogni- 
tion as Ordinary Middle Schools? This being 
the case is not the outcry against the Déshisha 
alone somewhat unreasonable? 

We now add a brief summary of the part 
taken by the newspapers in this coutroversy. 
The Nippon condemns the course followed by 
the Mombushé in unmeasured terms, asserting 
that ils action in this case is of a piece with 
numerous other decisions. It has no fixed 
policy, and blunders and temporises from month 
to month. The Fomiuré adds that in the pre- 
sent instance in addition to a desire to temporise 
the Department stood in fear of opposition from 
the “ Nihon Shugi” party, which has been mak- 
ing no small stir against Christiani It be- 
hoves the Minister of Education, says the Fomi= 
uri, to give the world his reasons for abolishing 
religion from the echoole. The $4 Shimps 
asks, what there is to object to in religion if a 
achool in other respects reaches the required 
standard? If a school fulfils all the regulations 
of the Department as regards instruction im- 
parted, to refuse to give it official license and 
status on account of some objection to its prin- 
ciples is altogether indefensible. The Hichi 
Shimbun and other papers adopt the same line 
of argument. A correspondent in the Vorosu 
Chohg writes approvingly of the action of the 
Department and thinks that it indicates a new 
departure in the right direction. Thus we see 
that there is the widest difference of opinion as 
regards the nature of the action taken by the 
Mombushé and also of that taken by the Déshi- 
and as regards the causes of those | 
action and their probable consequences. 

























* * 

According to the Seitys Shimpo (Greek 
Church), there are signs that the Protestant 
Episcopal! and Greek Church Christians in 
Japan are favourably disposed to each other, 
the writer says that hitherto the various 
merits of the Eastem Churcn as an em- 
bodiment of the teaching of the Apostles 
of Christ have not been fully acknow- 





'lledged by Protestant Episcopalians, but that 


since the Lambeth Conference held last year 
the feeling of Protestants has to a large extent 
changed, and thal this is very manifest in Japan, 











We imagine that the change referred to, if it 
has taken place, is confined to the sentiments of 
what are known as high Church Episcopalians 





and that it would be incorrect to suppose that the 
evangelical section of the Episcopal Protestant 
Church shares this feeling. The writer in the 
Seitys Shimpé seems to 1egard the change with 
supreme satisfaction, His representation of 
what hus taken place conveys the impression 
that Protestant Episcopalians are the benefited 
and the Greek Church the benefactor in the al- 
tered situation, 
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The scheme of amalgamating the Rikugé 
Zasshi and the Shwkyd has been carried into 
practice. The first number of the new 
Magazine contains an article in English from 
the pen of Dr. Clay MacCauley, stating the 
object of the new magazine and the reasons for 
the union of the two old ones, which we append : 

In this magazine the Rikugd sasshi. one of 
the oldest magazines in Japan, and the Shikyd, a 
younger periodical, have been uw The olde: 
name Rikugé sasshi has been retained for the new 
publication and the Shitkyd's editor and publisher 
have taken it under then care, assisted by the 
editors and contributors of the older magazine, 

For the information of those who ate not fami 
liar with the tances under which the um 
of the two magezines has taken place it is 
desisable that_a clear statement be here made 
of the dof the aim 
whic agazines have in view. 

The two periodicals have become one simply 
























because each of them, separately for a long time, 
having been doing practically the same work, 
under the same motives, in essentially the same 
ways, their fiends have concluded that, should 
their separate energies be biought together, their 
service to their common cause could be greatly 
increased and their cause much farther advanced. 
Io _union lies strength. 

In the united magazines no new aim is pro- 
posed, The present Rikugo-sasshi is still, like 
the past Rikugs-aasshs and the Shiikyd, devoted to 
the furtherance in thought and p 
Kthics, and Social Science in accord: 
best knowledge that may be gained concerning 
these vital human interests, | The magazine 
tepresents no sect in religion or faction in politics. 
Its pages are offered to all fier, earnest, veverent 
minds for an open, independent parliament upon 
the great objects for whose success it has been 
established. [ts director: ho stronger wish 
th that it may help in 
gtess of the Japanese peopl the present 
writer Said at the founding of the Shikya," by 
making known to them the best. and most 
practical results of Social Science in 
comprehension of the t as far as it appl 
to personal, dow itable, educational, 
industrial, commercial, and art life ;” that it may 
emphasize the conclusions of the profoundest 
Ethical Research; and that it may help too in 
opening up larger vistas for religious faith and 
aspiration, without which the human soul is barre: 
and bound, and a natio prived of its 
greatest sour true power, 

‘The fact that the magazine is published by the 
Japan Unitarian Association does not in any 
measure limit the large purpose just set forth. 
This same purpose is in 
aims of all agencies bearing the U 
Manner areligions sect, noc 
do they form a separate denom except as 
other religionists and moral reformers refuse to. 
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accept their freedom, and set up barriers against 
them, In fact, at the present time the moval 
ovement in Christendom known 
is synonymous with perfectly 
tellectual research, accompanying a 
desire 10 know only the full truth 
ing all questions of Ethics and Religion. 
Unitatianism is a“ movement ;" its advocates 
have never been gathered into a fixed ecclesi 
cul organization, nor their persoual beliefs formula- 
ted into an established, authoritative cveed. Like 
every other human interest that is dependent 
upon man’s advancing knowledge and varying 
environment, Unitarianism, except in its free 
thought and constant aim at the uth, is always 
changing and will go forward. e, all the 
world knows that four yea 










































ssembled in a 

imously the 
ches accept the te 
ligion of Jesus, holding, in accordance with his 
teaching, that practical religion is 
love to God and love to man.” 
unquestionably 
want faith of the men and women who 
But it does not tell also of a very important 
farther belief they bold. At the same time that 
they summed up the Christi 
to God and love to m 
teligion as their own, they also declared unas 
mously that, their con “Congres 
ational in tradition and polity,” their faith may 
not be“ construed as an authoritative tes! 
“we cordially invite to our working fellowslrip, 
they added, “any who, while differing fiom 
in belief, are in general sympathy with our sj 
our practical aims.” 









































for their ancestral 

» than Cl declaration that. 

love to God and love to man” ae the 
of the divine law for the human soi 





tue to their sense of mental and sp 
dom, they invite to theic fellowship, and a 

B10 Cooperate with, any one who is 
practical sympathy with let him be in 
ominational or religions association whatever 
else he may he. for this reason that Unites 
ians are all the time doing things, s 
gencies, Cooperating with per 
professed Unit 4 
some other 
which Unita: ost tn the great worle of 
scing man’s moral and spiritual welfare, 
here is nothing strange, the 
tarian Association has uy 
The names of 
different velig 
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appear on these pages. Not one of the: 
has thereby giv 
assumed the Unita 





however, 
up his special associations or 
name, Our bond of union 
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lies in our freedom, tationalism, and large sym- 
pathies in Morals and Religion. We are as- 
vociated and we work together here, as is 
indicated) in the name of our magazine, 9s 
members of the Universal Church. 

With this statement, which no one should 
misunderstand, we wow offer the Rikugi-sasshi to 
the Japanese people as a helper to them in these 
‘tical times in their career, My own conviction 
that what is most of all needed in this land, as 
jndeed it is needed throughout the world, is a 
profounder aud more seal sense with every 
being of personal spisitual character and 

In particular, | mean, a personal con~ 
sciou relationship with the 
infinite and eternal Power d Life we name 
God, and recognition of a divine brotherhood 
among mankind. Only out of such consciousness, 
Lbelieve, can come a satisfying solution of the 
great problems that individusl-, families, 
Runities, aud stales must ty to solve, Men 
heed food, clothing, manufactures, commerce, at, 
land science, of couse, L would not say one 
word to check mechanical industry or physical 
‘And intellectual progress. But, along with these 
things, and needed even more than they for the 
aliamment of the best human welfare, are 
Spiritual aspiration, faith, hope, and love. It is 
the undeniable testimony of history that though 
greatness for men and nations is found in phy- 
sical power and gain, their tine grandeur appears 
only when, above all, they ate moved by the 
jnspitations. and ideals of the soul, ‘To the 
fulfilment of the high mission that seeks these ends, 
would here dedicate the Rikugi-zasshi which 
we to day begin anew. 


The New Rikuga-Zasshi covers about go pages 
and contains a number of high class articles 
on religion, education, philosophy and his 
tory. Among them an editorial on the tend- 
ency of religious thought in Japan at the pre- 
sent time is of considerable interest. The 
following is the gist of the writer's remarks :— 
The prevailing tendency at the present time 
in the religious world is neither towards ortho- 
doxy nor towards Unitarianism as such. The 
higher criticism and the evolution of religious 
thought have worked great changes in earnest 
minds. Hitherto the Christian's God has been 
regarded too exclusively as a transcendental 
being. It is now felt that he is before all else 
an immanent God, Thanks to the efforts of 
German rationalists, arbilrariness, conjecture, 
dogma and ceremonialism have given place to 
rationalism. Instead of only following the lead 
of the early disciples of Christ and accept 
ing as final their decisions, we sre able to study 
Christ for ourselves. Doctrinal Christianity has 
been succeeded by historical Christianity, Then 
there has been a great change as regards the 
importance attached to the present life com- 
pared with the life that is to come. In former 
times both Christianity and Buddhism laid far 
too much stress on future bliss and future 
punishment, But such men are beginning to 
realise that the Kingdom of Heaven is with- 
in them. The influence of religious thought 
on everyday life is recognized to be of 
great mome Social reform is attracting 
increased attention among Christians, Forces 
which have hitherto been working separate- 
ly are combining. Science and religion 
are joining hands. Orthodoxy and hetero. 
doxy ate fraternising with each other in 
order to further a cause in which they are equal 
ly imerested, The spitit of union is abroad in 
the religious world. ‘The amalgamation of the 
Rikugo Zasshi and the SAd&yd has no secta- 
rian object. Its chief design is to furnish to 
the world a more full and adequate exponent of 
high class Christian thought than has hitherto 
been possible with the limited resources at the 
disposal of the two old organs. 

An article inthe new Rikugs Zasshi, entitled 
“The Present Religious Stagnancy and the 
Coming Century,” traverses the views of Mr. 
Kosaki as expressed in the Shinseiki. Mr. 
Kosaki thinks that Christians have entered on 
a new era because an evangelistic society called 
the Fukuin dimei-kaé has of late been making 
a great flourish of trumpets. The writer in the 
Rikugé Zasshi whom we are quoting can dis- 
cover no elements of comfort in the work of 
this society, because its members are mostly of 
the orthodox schoo! and hence rely on weapons 
of war that are entirely out of date. They can 
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only be compared to Chinese who should con- 
front enemies armed with modern rifles, clad in 
old armour and relying on the spear, the sword, 
and the bow. The members of this sociely are 
believers in the infallibility of the Bible, in a 
world called into existence by the fiat of God, 
in the eterual punishment of heretics and wn- 
believers, in the resurrection of the body and 
a final day of judgment, There are mission- 
aries who come to this country and spénd years 
in battering down Buddhist and Shint6 super- 
stitions only to replace them with Christian 
superstitions, What cause for rejoicing is there 
in this? The present stagnancy in the religious 
world is solely owing to the fact thatthe majority 
of religious teachers are bebind the age, are 
engaged in expounding exploded theories. As 
long as they do this they will make no headway. 


wo" 

In the portion of the Zatyd devoted to the 
discussion of religious topics, attention is called 
to the wide prevalence of the sectarian spirit in 
Japan. Petty jealousy, uarrow-mindedness, 
and self-glorification are very conspicuous in 
Buddhist, Christian, and Shintd ranks alike ; 
and this it is more than anything else that 
hinders progress. 

‘There is also in the same number of the 
Taiys a note entitled “A word to the Advocates 
of a State-religion,” in which the writer marshals 
the usual arguments againal State Churches, 
with which our readers are doubiless familiar. 
Neither England nor Russia has benefited by 
the amalgamation of Government and religion, 
says this writer, as is admitted by those who 
are thoroughly versed in the subject. In Japan 
neither Buddhism nor ShintG have derived 
permanent aid from their connection with the 
State, Those Shintoists who are now agitating 
in favour of State patronage do not realise that 
public opinion is dead against the adoption of 
any such measure, says the 7a 





ae 

In the pages of the Nikon Shugi Dr. Inouye 
Tetsujird labours hard to establish a raison 
déire {or the party whose cause he has es 
poused. He endeavours to prove that the 
Japanese are being or have been dewation- 
alised. What is this principle called cosmo- 
politanism abont which so much is said? asks 
Dr. Inouye. ‘1 kuow of no principle or prin- 
ciples that are unconnected with the different 
nations that constitute what we call the world. 
What is most plain is that all the powerful 
nations are each developing their own nation- 
ality, are each studying their own special in- 
terests, They borrow fiom other countries, but 
they assimilate what they borrow, so that it be- 
comes part of their individuality as nations 
This is what we Japanese need to do. It is 
quite true that we have derived. great benefit 
from ourintercourse with foreigners, and I enter- 
tain the highest regard for Europeans, but I 
must confess that there are times when I feel it 
necessary for us to fall back on our nationality. 
Specially is this the case when we are conscions 
of being slighted in any way by foreign countries. 


os 
In the Zeisugaku Zasshi, Mr. Hattori Uno- 
kichi discusses the various senses attached to 
the term 3X (Heaven) in the Chinese Classics. 
The gist of the article is that different wiiters 
used the word in different senses and that to 
most minds the word was vague and indefinite. 
The power represented by this term was appeal 
ed toasarule by those whose political baro- 
meter stood low and was neglected by those who 
held the reins of state. The ideas of the North- 
ert Chinese on the subject of Heaven differed 
considerably from those of the Southerners. 
No. 133 of the Tetsugaku Zasshi has a note 
on the ‘absence of Textbooks on Buddhist 
Ethics, Though Buddhism has a name in the 
world for the excellence of its ethical system, 
there exists no (realise in Japanese which sets 
forth the distinctive features of Buddhist ethics. 
It ought to be easy to trace the effects of Bud- 
dhist teaching on the moral notions entertained 
by the inhabitants of those countries where the 
creed has most prospered. Then the separa- 





tion of Buddhist ethics from mythology is very 
desirable regarded from various points of view. 


Baron Takasaki Seild has founded a Society 
called the RZS-PF Shdzenkai, whose object is 
the promotion af virtue of a practical kind, 
The members deprecale selecting any thing like 
a theoretical ethical basis. ‘hey welcome all 
who are agreed as to the desirability of raising 
the standard of moral life among the masses 
and who are anxious to contribute something 
towards that end, whether Confucianists, 
Buddhists, Shintoists or Christians. The 
Society purposes collecting money for bene- 
volent objecis and publisl:ing biographies of men 
of exceptional virtue, living and dead. 

. 
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The Fogaku-sasshé{urnishes some interesting 
statistics on Protestant Female Schools, which 
show in what proportion they are managed ex- 
clusively by Japanese. 

The Seikdkai (Episcopalian), 16. Two of 
these only are solely controlled by Japanese. 

TheNihon Kirisdtoky6 kai (Presbyleriai), 15. 
One of these only is independent of foreign aid. 

The Kumiai-Kydkai (Congregational), 10. 
No less than 8 of these are wholly under 
Japanese control, 

The following schools all receive foreign 
support :— 

Methodist Episcopal, 8. Baptists, 4. Japan- 
ese Methodist 3. Universalists, 2, ospel 
Methodists, 1. Friends, 1, Southern Method- 
ist, 2. Unconnected with any sect, 2, making 
atotal of 64, out of which only 11 schools are 
entirely independent. 

* " . 

The Shinri, the organ of the German Church, 
is a well-sustained periodical, Dr. Christlieb, 
Mr. Schiller, and Mr. Minami being very re- 
gular contributors. In Nos. 97 and 98, which 
lie before us, there are articles on ‘* the Apo- 
logetic Character of Sermons in the Mission 
Field;” “ Marriage According to the New Civil 
Law;” “ The Past and Future of the Christian 
Church” ‘ Observation on the Theological 
World of Germany” and other subjects, 

. : 











oe 

In the Shinsei Ki (the New Century) Mr. 
Kosaki Hiromichi publishes ics bearing 
on the work of the Kumiai Churches, Some of 
these were given by us last month. As regards 
the number of baptisms, the year 1887 was the 
most prosperous one the mission has ever 
known, the figures being 1,976. After 1890, 
with the exception of two years, the figures 
gradually drop. The table reads as follows :— 
1890, 1,670 ; 1891. 823; 1892, 949; 1893, 
970; 1894, 461; 1895, 266; 1896, 420 

Mr. Kosaki, after commenting ow these figures, 
expresses the opinion that the Church is about 
to enter ona period of prosperity, The principal 
reason given for taking this view is the activity 
of the Evangelistic Asso jon known the 
Fokuin Démei Kai, as indicated in the com. 
menis of the Rikugé Zasshi on the Fukuin Domei 
Kai given above. Messrs. Kosaki and Uemura 
disapprove of the course followed by the Rikugé 
Zasshi in uniting its forces the Unitarian and 
rationalistic organ the Shiyd, and have severed 
their connection with the magazine and started 
the new periodical noticed by us last month, the 
Shinseiké, which may be regarded ag a semi- 
orthodox rival to the Rikugé. 

. 

















a" 

In the last number of the old Rikugo Zasshi 
appears a very long aricle by Mr. Yebina 
Danjo on “Our Attitude to the Spirit of the 
Times,” to which we cannot pretend to do 
justice, Mr. Yebina recommends his country- 
men to adopt a liberal form of Protestant 
Christianity and to make it thoroughly Japan- 
ese in character, He says there is some- 
thing quite peculiar and distinctive about the 
Christianity of each Western country and that 
in Japan the moulding process that in ancient 
times was applied to Buddhism and Confucian- 
ism with such success should be applied to 
Christianity now. The leading Christian 
churches are the Presbyterian and Congregational 
bodies, and they should combine their forces and 
devise a system of doctrine that shall include 
all the essentials of Christianity and exclude all 
that criticism and science have now found to be 








untenable. Nutionalism founded on a creed of 
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this type would be far more solid and relinble 
than the national ideal championed by the leaders 
of the * Nippon Shugi” movement, whose views 
are characterised by bigotry, narrow-minded- 
ness, anti-foreign spirit and fusty conservatism, 





we 

Writing in the Buksyd, Professor Murakami 
Sensei maintains that as charity is the cen 
tral doctrine of Christianity so compassion is 
the central doctrine of Buddhism. Christianity 
finds the world full of hatred and tries to instil 
into men’s minds a spirit of forbearance with 
each other, to change enmily into friendship. 
Buddhism is strack with the amount of misery 
to be found in the world. It regards human 
beings as pitiable to the last degree and 
preaches universal compassion, When Pro- 
fessor Murakami attempts to show that the two 
principles are antagonistic to each other, that 
there is a selfishness in the charity of the Chri 
tian not found in the compassion of the Budd- 
hist, we confess we are unable to follow him 
and see nologic in his facts. He holds that 
Buddhism and Japanese morality founded 
thereon are superior to Christianity, because 
less selfish. To Professor Murakami Buddhism 
is pure aliraism, while Christianity is one of 
the many forms of egoism, 

* 





Paar 

The state of the Chief Hongwan temples ap- 
pears to be growing worse and worse. We do 
not refer to the buildings, but to thagrganizations 
known as the Higashi and Nishi Hongwanji. 
The friction between the Chiet Abbots of these 
temples, the Otani brothers, and the priests that 
serve under them aill continues, and not a few 
Buddhists predict the speedy downfall of the 
sect. From the Chief Abbot down to the 
humblest acolyte the morals of the sectare said 
tobe bad. Bat notwithstanding this, statistics 
to hand show that the Otani-ha still wields 
immense power. The following table shows the 
number of families in various provinces that be- 
long to this sect. The list, however, does not 
seem to be anything like exhaustive. 

Ne 














No. of 
Families. 


42,000 
31,680 
1 291040 
28,080 


Province. 
Mikawa . 








. 51,720 


sereeseas doh 400 
id that one-ninth of the total population 
of Japan belongs to the Otani-ha. It is un- 
doubtedly true that the majorily of their ad 
herents are extremely ignorant and superstitious, 
but of their devotion there can be no question, 
A somewhat extraordinary proof of this was 
given in the year 1880, says a magazine which 
lies before us. There is nothing mote precious 
to a woman than her hair, In order to show 
what sacrifices the female devotees of the sect 
were prepared to make for their religion, it was 
given out that in building the Hongwanji ropes 
made of women’s hair would be used and that all 
women who valued their religion highly should 
cut off their hair and send itto KyGio. No less 
than 53 huge ropes were made with the hair 
thus collected. Twenty-nine were worn out by 
conatantuse and destrcyed, but 24 still rem: 
The total length of these hair ropes was 4,528 
shaku,the thickness of each rope 16 shaku 5 sun, 
and the total weight 1,511 &van 650 momme. 
Reckoning the hair of each woman to weigh 
about so momme, no less than 30,213 persons 
The following 
which each of the eight 
provinces named contributed to the 53 ropes, 
Etchi, 16; Echigo, 15; Ugo, 10; Sanuki, 4; 
Echizen, 3; Harima, 3; Iwaki, 1; Bungo, 1. 

















The Pu-t/su, the Shinto organ, condemns in 
avery decided manner the fuss that is being 
made by certain Buddhist and Shintoists over 
the near approach of mixed residence and the 
strong anti-foreign sentiments to which so many 
writers give ulterance, as calculated to hinder 
the progress of the nation, This magazine 
also opposes the establishment of Buddhism as 
@ slate religion in an article entitled Bukkyd 
wa Kokkys ni arasu, “ Buddhism is not a State 
Religion.” 
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FAREWELL DINNER 70 MR. Ff. R. 


AEKOD. 
fee ania naires 

On Tuesday, the 3rd inst., a farewell dinner 
was given by the members of the Tokyo Club 
to Mr. J. R. Herod, Secretary of the United 
States peention, who is about to visit America 
on leave. Herod has been for several 
yeurnia-Tokyorand Bas woh remarkable popu- 
larity among all nationals, both socially and 
officially. It is universally hoped that he 
will return to Tokyo, but wherever the routine 
of the service to which he devotes his excep- 
tional abilities may take him, he will carry with 
him the hearty good wishes of his numerous 
friends in Japan, and if his career be crowned 
by success in proportion to theirhopes and his 
own merits, he will certainly reach a distin- 
guished place, About seventy members of the 
Club assembled to drink his health, the Chair 
and Vice-chair being occupied by the Belgian 
Minister, Baron d’Anethan, and the Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Komura, 
respectively. The following speeches were 
delivered :— 





Baron _p’AneTuan said :—GgNTLemen,—The 
Ciub’s dinners ave a very nice institution and 
Tain always very glad to » them; no one 
takes with more pleasure than I these opportuni- 
ties ta show, on the eve of friends’ depatture, 
our friendliness and regard for those of our 
companious with whom we have had such 
pleasant intercourse. ‘There is, however, a fea- 
ture of these banquets to which I fear 1 must 
object, We ought to alter the custom thai 
always on the vice president, and on the fo 
vice president, that falls the task to expres: 
the sentiments of the Club to the guest of 

2. At these parties we have suppressed 
all formality; there is no precedence; each and all 
are on the same footing, in one word we are 
on these occasions good and true republicans, 
Well, under these circumstances, Lam of opi 
that the vice-president is entitled to the pri 
you all enjoy and ought not to be ren 
exalted situation your kindwess has ¢ 
Ie would be a real 




































i 
would listen to the good advice I take the liberty 


ness, Gentlemen, if you 


of giving you. A concert where we hear too many 
solos—when the artist has no particular metit 
—is apt to be tedious and we applaud the 
moment when a full orchestra plays off! I have 
as you have had too many opportunities of 
ical facility or talent, and the 

1 my lunes on the same 
theme is most trying and painful. So inthe future 
we shall change the actual rule and it will be the 
duty, not of the vice-president but of the most 
eloquent of us to charm the audience and to cover] 
with flowers the victim we are preparing fo} 
the sacrifice. I feel happy, however, that 
this last opportunity Ihave to speak at a Club 
dinner falls on the occasion when it is given 
¢ to speak to and about Mr. Herod. Herod 
the friend in the corps diplomatigue whom we 
have known for the longest time; in his pre- 
sence Lam no more doyen; I bow to his longer 
i of the country and I feel towards him 
ind the veneration that are due 
nts. That homage must be grati- 
for if he is an ancient diplomat 
Foley he has not yet’ the sad_ privilege 
use the grand phrase—and that phrase 
ies with it ideas of experience and 
lived half a century!" Ab! 
tlemen, with what joy most of us would we 
not go back to the age of our old though so 
young friend, and feel how he must have felt 
when his Government appointed him, uotwith- 
standing his youth but taking only into considerae 
tion his merits, to the important post of first secre- 
tary of the United States Lega In countries 
where rules and tradi 
binding than in the Ai 
such vapid promotion would have been difficult. 
The way Mr. Herod justified the confidence of 
his Government shows that it was as well deserv- 
ed as well earned, and proves the truth of that 
saying of I forget what diplomat: Itis the young 
women not the dowagers who should wear 
diamonds and the young who ought to oc- 
cupy the most important posts.” But, Gentle- 
men, I have no right to speak about the 
official services of Mr. Herod; what I wish to 
praise, and you all do it with me, are the personal 
qualities that have made Mr, Herod most 
popular amongst us. I could go on long ot 
that subject. [have much to say, but I refrain, 
Tam afraid of intoxicating Nis young head 
with too much incense, and the wice compli- 






























to 
T suppose c 
wisdom—''I have 
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.| atmosphere of the place was ac 







ments L might pay him [keep here in my heart. 
Now, Gentlemen, before going back to the 
golden silence that IT ought not to have broken [ 
will ask you a favour. Iu thesacred precincts of 
the Tokyo Club, austere and serious Club when we 
only meet to speak on the important political 
questions of the day and collect only in the read- 
ing room, in this Club so strictly and exclusively 
reserved tu us men (Iam aftaid it is a bold pro 
position) I propose—but it will only be for oncem= 
to break the rules and to beg leave to introduce a 
Lady. Grant wy wish, Gentlemen, the lady will 
appear only in her astral shape and will listen—in 
silence—to the toast we are proposing—Gentle- 
men, fill up your bumpers, de g to our friend 
Mr. Herod and his fair and cha ig wile. 


Mr. Herop replied in the following terms :— 
[vis with a feeling of some discomfiture that I 
tise to teply to the flattering remarks of Barow 
@Anetian, In my five years’ membership of the 
Cub T have so often applauded the panegyric 
pronounced upon the chosen one who is being 
fattened as an offering to the sea, that there is a 
disagreeable strangeness in being called from the 
teviewing stand to join the procession of the de- 

. There something indescribably 
the position. To have looked for years 
ing eyes at the place of honour at our 
President's right, to gain it for two short hours and 
then depart to reflect upon one’s triumph ; and, lest 
even the memory of it should be lost in the qualins 
of mal de mér—somehow it doesn’t sound so fearful 
in French—to inflict the body with bad beef tea and 
biscuit. I'm suce you will agiee that I deeply 1e- 
gret leaving the Club wh 
Not that I mean to vie wi 





























is 















y days, when 
like fallen princes we enjoyed au increasing defi 
amid the luxuries of the old imposing Rolum 
kan, “Hall of the Stag’s Voice.” If that stag 
might only have been translated into a telephone 
with its unheeded cries to the Electric Light Com- 
pany for light for the darkeuing billiard room! 
What satisfaction to have trod the gloomy corridor 
d reached the cosy room far in the rear in the 
es when a Cotnishman held the chair in English 
Literature and a Dutchman discoursed on the 
condition of his “peoples” when not engaged 
in philosophic argument with Mr, Hike. The 

I have 























heard a certain gentleman mustering 
to prove that twenty feet of snow fell ina s 
vight in the Hokkaido, and the certainty of mil 
under the law for the encouragement of navig: 
by sailing asampan in a circle about the Shina 
gawa forts. A hundred times Ihave seen two men 
stand for ten minutes in deep reflection debating 
mentally on what was to'be the coming drink— 
like the Maine farmer, who in sorting potatoes 
said it was not such hard work but a terrible 
strain on the judgment. O tempora, O mores. 
Never mind about the mores ; we will continue with 
tempora mutantur, The shock of 1894 has chang- 
ed the teuor of our ways. We have advanced 
with the brazen times and become hike them. We 
are showy now, we are businesslike 
money, and the cool effrontery re 
into our marble-countered  refresti 





















room 


and proclaim our vices to the world has had its 
effect upon the yo 





nger elements of our society. 
g fast, while the venerable 
ams, come seldom and whe: 
they do come have little to say. This dispos 
tion towards silence comes from experience with 
the Japanese. They learned that for a 
foreigner the less said in that language the 
better for all concened. 1 myself ina spirit of 
confidence once tied to express in Japanese my 
appreciation of a servant's conduct by offering him 
my congratulations and two yen, and found to my 
dismay that I had discharged «two domestics 
and lamed a horse. Even inanimate objects are 
affected hy the perversity of heredity. Ihave even 
heard a German horn give excruciating tones for 
ho other reason than that it was blown by Japa.- 
ese wind, iety of the medium, 




































Icis not that there isa fault. Itc 
to the fault of guenor of the other: 
wind instiument’s obstinate disposi 

jons and such uofairness &re to be 





the 
Such dispo: 
corrected and it is the clubs that most of all do 





the work. Fur 
our places of meeti 





, the centre of our social 
life; a character with all its prejudice of race 
aud teatings dropped into this cosmoplitan 
stream soon has its roughness imbbed away and 
emerges—ot perfect perhaps in all—but perfect 
good fellowship and mutual ding, 
Other organizations boast al embe: 
ship and more commodious quarters, but non 
tival us in our unique position of a’ cosmopoli 
Club. All nationalities, all ages united in one 
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family with but one object—mutual entertainment 
and good will. 





Mr. MacCaurey said :—‘* Mr, President and 
fellow members of the Tokyo Club: I hope you 
will pardon me as I rise in obedience to the call of 
my name. Ido wot know exactly why [am su: 
moned, I mean, that some distractions at t 
part of the table have prevented me from hearing 
what our Vice-President has just been saying, and 
that I am not at all prepared for his sudde 














Howeyer, since he is going let our best wishes go 
with him and our confidence that success will 
attend him in whatever he may begin anew else- 
where in the world, But let us hope also that his 
going may have a more agreeable sequel than his 
prosperity elsewhere, ‘Tosnight we say “good 
bye,” but at some not distant future may we also 
be able to say—"* Why, howd’ye do Herod! Glad 
to see you back! Hope you have come to stay a 
long time!” 

















demand, and do not know what the lead is 
that I am to follow. Of course, I know that we 
are here togivea “good by” greeting to one of 
our club comrades, But, if you will pardon the 
levity, let me help myself along by telling you that 
feel myself at this moment much in the situa: 
tion of a young women of whom I have heard in 
the back-country of North Carolina in America, 
who at one time met with a very great surpr 
lave repeated the story once before in Tokyo but 
vot toany here present, I think, ‘Telling it now 
may make clear the reason for my present 
embarrassment and also give me time to think of 
something befitting the object of o ng 























together. Once upon a time, so it is said, a 
wedding was about to take place in a village 
among the North Carolina mountains, Life in 


that part of the world is a little ruder and cheaper, 
and ways of living there are somewhat more 
reckless and impulsive than in some other locali- 
ties. Well—the bridal party had assembled in 
the Church and the ceremony went forward 
smoothly enough until it became the clergyman’s 
duty to pronounce the happy pair husband and 
wife. But, starting in with his official declaration 
to this effect, be continued, And them-uns as 
God has jined together These uns, ” spoke 






















up the bridegroom, cotrecting. ‘ Jim,” replied 
the minister, “ [learued ye all ye kuow and I tell 
ye ‘Them wus? is right!" “!No! ‘hese uns,!” 
said the man. ‘I tell ye, No!” retorted the 
parson,” ‘Them uns’ is tight.” These uns !"— 








“Them uns!"—T say, these uns 1? 


man reaching at the same time for his hip. 
Bat the minister was too quick him 
through his gown, The shot was the signal for a gene= 
ral melee. In a few minutes the chapel was emptied 
and quiet, Then, one of the pasty,—so the story 
goes,—peeped into the building through a window. 
All that his eyes discovered need not now be re. 
counted, but, as he looked, he saw the would-be 
bride creeping out from behind the pulpit and, 
rising, look disconsolately over the desolate scen 
then he heard her say with a sighs —" These y. 
self-cockin pistols is playin’ the deuce with my 
The moral of which story, gentle- 
that the quick firing demands of our 
Vice-President have made tather doubtful my 
prospects as aspeech-maker this evening. But 
seriously, now that Iam on my feet, 1 cee. 
tainly ought to be ready under any circumstance 
to say some appreciative word at a “good bye” 
dinner given to so good a club man, so good a 
friend, and so good a legation officer a: I 
lave known Mr. Herod ever since he c: 
Japan. One of my first impressions on seeing him 
was that the United States Government had tiske 
eda great deal in sending so young a man to 
important a station, But years and experience 
do not always measure a man’s ability and wi 
dom, Some men are immature and incapable 
however long their lives may be. And there are 
others who can grasp and command though theit 
years are compaiatively few, ‘There are others 
than Pitt-who must, though able like him, be 
guilty for atime of the crime of being young. 
Rv. Herod, tam gladto know, soon proved hime 
selfequal to the work to which he had been appoint: 
ed, and his going from the United States legation 
now, brings a loss to my countey’s service that 
Tam sorry to see made. Just at present 
T believe that Mr. Hetod’s worl is of speci: 
value, Ladmire, I respect the personned of which 
the diplomatic representation of the United States 
js Composed, but such is the fatuily of 
the method by which the United States has no 
continuous diplomatic system, that during the 
last year practically all our legation officers have 
come to us ew to their work, Mr, Herod is the 
ouly member of the legatton who is compacatively 
old in it, and who b ast Lo the present, 
He ws Amer 

having studied years back, 
familiar now with the difficult etiquette aud in 
volved cetemonial of diplomatic cucles. He knows 
by long trum leaning, the ways uf the Japan 
ese Gaverument’s various bureaux aud how to 
Sreure easy entrance and hearing in the He 
has become a Auent despatch writer and is a hard 
worker generally. Altogether he is a capable and 
successiul officer, and a good counsellor in 
































































































pubbe relations, aud you and T know that as one 
with'us here he is a pleasant companion and a 
tue fiend. 1 sory he is going away. 





Go 





JAPANESE FACTS AND COMMENTS. 








aaa 

The ii discusses the question of increased 
taxation. It says with regard to the new taxa- 
ion schemes hitherto adopted it may be noticed 
that the receipts, except those from the sa&é 
tax, are in most cases far less than the original 
estimate. The Budget for the 31st fiscal year 
shows the reduction in the Trade Tax and 
Registration Duties to be no less than 1,700 000 
ven, while the Leaf Tobacco Monopoly will fail 
to secure the estimated revenue unless radical 
reforms be made in the system, In view of the 
expansion of armaments and necessary schemes 
of reform, the adoption of a scheme for in. 
creased taxation is absolutely indispensable. 
It may evoke opposition on all sides, and the 
Government hesitates to introduce it in the 
forthcoming session of the Diet because of the 
likelihood of its being rejected by the whole 
Parliament. But the Government, asseris the 
Fivi, ought to carry such a scheme into practice. 
Should Parliament prove refractory steps for 
dissolution might be resorted to. 








The conflict between Spain and America 
seems to have considerably affected the silk 
trade in China. Information from Shanghai, 
dated the 23rd April and published in the Koku. 
min, contains the following paragraphs :— 
Owing to the extravagant depreciation of silk 
consequent upon the Hispano-American war, 
the owners of filatures are inclined to offer their 
stock for sale. The whole stock in Shanghai 
amounts at present to 1,000 bales. As for 
Chinese filatures, the common brand alone is in 
demand, and even that ina very insignificant 
degree. Prices are speedily falling. With 
regard to sericultural enterprise it may be 
noted that the growth of worms is unusually 
excellent owing to the abundance of mulberry 
leaves. Intelligence from Canton under date 
16th April states that sales of silk to Europe 
are gradually being undertaken, but that no 
business is done for America, 








The Kokumin discusses the position of the 
Liberals in a long article. If the formation of 
a patty Ministry is really the Liberals’ prime 
object, they are even now not without opportu- 
nities. It is not necessary for them either to 
shake hands with Marquis Ito or to sever their 
connection with him, They have only to co- 
operate with the Progressists. Should strict 
amalgamation prove impracticable, an alliance 
will answer the purpose, This scheme would 
secure to them the support of over two-thirds of 
the Representatives of the Diet, and with these 
the inangaration of a party Cabinet would be 
an inevitable result, Count Ltagaki, however, 
is opposed to these views. We are in no way, 
adds the Kokumin, hostile to a party Ministry 
if parties qualified for the respousibility exisi. 
But it is to be regretted that the political 
parties now in exisience are utterly disqualified 
tor the work which they seek to undertake. 
They Liberals are yet far from a state of mature 
wisdom; so are the Progressists Even the 
Liberals and Progressists combined are unfit for 
party Government, Not only are they numeri 
cally insignificant, but they are wanting in po- 
litical characte-. 





Dr. Inouye Yenryo, who acquited some re- 
putation by the publication of w series of essays 


on ghosts and hobgoblins, now writes a lengthy 
article o1 


the necessity of reforming Buddhism 
He says the believers in Buddhism 





in Japan 


throughout the world vow number 500 millions, 
comprising one-third of the entire population of 
the earth. 
enormous namber of devotees 3,000 years 
after the death of Buddha cannot but be re- 


That the creed still secures such an 


gle 


to be the original seat of Buddhism, was ov 














garded as a glorious fact. India, which cla 


powered by Brahminism and Mohammedanism. 
Korea and China still retain the semblance of 
t doctrines, but they have already lost 
it of the creed. Japan alone may claim 
the reputation of preserving Buddhism in its ori- 
ginal spirit, Butit is necessary that Buddhism 
should be reconciled to the general current of 
civilisation, Most of the enlightened personages 
of Japan have grievously fallen into the errors 
of materialism, ignoring the existence of both 
God and Buddha, They insist upon the non- 
existence of the future and the soul ; religion 
a plaything for the ignorant. while morality is 
a creation of society. There is no more 
heavenly doctrine than the survival of the fittest, 
no other human principles than striving for 
material profit or advantage, To all this the 
priests have given no answer ; they have proved 
themselves destitute of energy and spirit. They 
have sacrificed their knowledge and character 
for money ; and instead of being called priests 
they deserve the name of mere temple keepers 
or begga 


The freight for coal from Moji to Hongkong 
continues to increase. The rates stand at 2.40 
en for Hongkong and 2.20 yen for Shang- 
In spite of this abnormal enhancement, 
the import of foreign cereals is steadily under- 
taken at the rate of 60 ses per picul from 
Saigon to Yokohama, Still there is con- 
siderable difficulty in chartering steamers on 
this route, and the scarcily of ships is not only 
felt for foreign service, butalso for coasting 
voyages. The cual at Moji has begun to ac- 
cummulate beyond ordinary limits, the stock at 
present being 140,000 ton ‘The amount ex- 
ported during last month is said to have aggre- 
gated 23.561 tons, valued at 654 416 yen, a 
decrease of 18,794 tons in quantily and 
814,196 yen in-value. 
































Information from the Japanese Consul 
Shanghai, dated April 15th and published in 
Mainichi, announces that the extreme apprec 
tion of rice in the various provinces of China 
has led to much disturbance. The inhabitants 
of Szechuan in particular are almost on the 
point of staivation, and a mob about 300 
strong recently broke mto the Governor's house, 
and carried away furniture and other household 
goods. The districts on the western frontiers 
of Szechuan are also in a miserable condition, 
the famine being such as was never experienced 
during the past fifty years. Paupers in a single 
province total 130,000. Foochow, too, is suffer- 
ing from scarcity, in spite of the export of rice 
being prohibited in all the producing districts, 
nally the supply of rice for that province 
was secured from Formosa, but since the trans- 
fer of the island to Japanese jurisdiction the 
amount of import has decreased, 


The Osaka Asahi ridicules the Cabinet's claim 
that China’s recent stipalation not to lease 
Fobkien to any Power is a guarantee for pre- 
serving the permanent tranquillily of the Far 
East. The journal also thinks that, in spite of the 
concessions alleged to be made by Russia in 
the convention recently signed, Rassia has still 
designs on Korea ; and it urges that more sub- 
stantial schemes than the guarantee against the 
concession of Fulkien or protests against 
foreign powers ought to be contemplated in 
the interests of the country, 























The General Assembly of the United Spin- 
ning Companies was held on the yth instant 
at the Saka-u Restaurant, Osaka. With a 
view to the establishment of rules for the ap- 
praisement of Indian cotton, seven com- 
missioners representing buyers and sellers were 
appointed, A representation concerning the 
enforcement of punctuality in the delivery of 
yarns for export was unanimously approved, A 
draft of the provisions for the encouragement 
of the export of yarns was considered, but 
submitted again toa special committee, 





The investigations completed by the Finance 
Department and published in the Vippon show 
that the number of banks at the end of last 
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month totalled 1,690, with an aggregate capital 
of 356,180,924 yen. These figures indicate an 
increase of 23 bat ud 6,760,000 yen in capi- 
tal over the previous month, Classified accord- 
ing to old and new banks, the figures stand 
thus:— 











At the end 
of March, 
Cap. Yen, 


New 
fap. 
Yen. 


No.of Atthe end 
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+ 38,000,000 
1% 49,000,0¢0 
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HATO 934855.140 
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for joint stock companies are as 











Companies, March. New estab- April. 
Yen. lishment. Cap Yen 

os 143,096,365 19 148.8574965 
ow 10335936 38 273,586,980 
‘rot Boe 30242,538 

243 42° $19;680,990 


ices of articles of daily consumption 
to tise. ‘The average value of 
s in April this year was, according 
to the Nippon Ginko’s investigation, 179, an 
increase of 3 over the previons month and of 
19 over the corresponding period of last year. 
Rice, however, which in the standard of all 
prices, is expected to depreciate before long. 
The following comparative table shows the ex- 
traordinary fluctuations in the domestic as well 
as foreign staples for the past two years :— 
April Al 



























1897 

175 Copper 

180 Cotton, spun... 

125 Shittings 
Silk fle 108 Timber ‘ 
Charcoal 174 Wood, = 
Kerosene 107 Sake . m2 
S 147. 137. Dried bonito...246 246 
Sugar. 130 126 Batley x 141 
Salt. 314 Wheat 187 
Beached Oil cake. 219 179 
cotto 95 Rice bi .221 159 





Imported y 
Japanese cut 
Tobacco 


Feitilizer 
Vegetable, 


159 


15 
186 
122 
206 
112 
231 
110 









Matting 
Raw lacquer 


Silk thread 
Average 

In the above table the value for January, 1887, 
is taken at 100, 


Glass panes ...159 








The Department for Agriculture and Com- 
merce recently issued a notification over the 
signature of the new Minister, embodying re- 
gulations forthe accommodation of students to 
be trained or instructed in the art of deep-sea 
fishing. Students are to be chosen from among 
graduates of the Marine Products Training 
Schools, new and old, and their number is 
limited to twenty, The term of instruction is 
three years, subject to alteration at the discre- 
tion of the Minister for Agriculture and Com- 
merce, The expenses allowed for each student 
are 15 yen per mensem, but this amount’ may 
‘be demanded from the student if he leaves the 
school on his own account or violates the 
directions issued by the Minister from time to 
time. 








Taking advantage of the agitation raised by 
Count Itagaki on the subject of the state owner- 
ship of private railways, bankers, stock-holders, 
and others are reported by the Chuo to have 
recently formed a combination to be designated 
the Economic Investigation Society, fifty mem- 
bers having already been enlisted. On the 
night of the 7th instant a general meeting 
was held at which various important resolutions 
were Passed. Some of them insisted upon the 
necessity of the state purchase of railways, but 
this was vehemently opposed by the majority, 
who stated, that although the questions regard- 
ing the purchase of railways, the redemption of 
loans, the lowering of the Nippon Ginko’s 
schedule of interest, the C5 sion of the 


of goods for security,ar Ge Cpe eke 














.|tules enforced against outrages or me: 





loans, were questions that might be debated for 
immediate adoption, yet, as the same could in 
no way be carried into effect without money, 
the introduction of foreign capital should at any 
rate be made the prime object of the Society, 
It was therefore resolved to agitate for steps 
to relieve the economic matket of it 
sent embarrassment by recourse to a f 
loan. A committee of 20 were appoi 
Messrs. Okura, Hara, Morimura, Yasuda, and 
Shibusawa being among the number. 














According to the Forosu, the principal 
points proposed by the Tosa clique to the 
Premier in regard to the revision of the Law of 
Election are as follow:—Voters’ qualifica- 
tionto be payment of at least five yen in direct na- 
tional taxation. The whole city or prefecture to 
constitute au electoral district. Suspension of 
civic righ the case of bribery being detected 
and elections so effected to be invalidated. The 
proceedings of special election agents to be 
considered as the proceedings of the candidates 
themselves. Any cand:date known to have re- 
sorted to bribery to be rendered ineligible as a 
candidate at the next electio Bribed electors, 
making a voluntary confession, to be entirely 
absolved from punishment, No money under 
whatever pretext to be presented to electors as 
8 for carriages, lodgings, refreshments, 
addition to these provisions it is sug 
gested that the regulations for the control of 
elections promulgated by the urgent Imperial 
Ordinance are to be adopted, and elaborate 
ces of 
political bullies (soshs). The Vorosu adds 
that it is doubtful whether the Premier has 
entertained these proposals. 





















The recent rise in the wages of artisans is 
rematkable, The Mippon publishes the result 
of investigations on the subject by the Osaka 
Chamber of Commerce. The following table 
shows the difference between wages paid on the 
25th year of Afesfi and the! current rates :— 































__atst year, 

yen” yen. yen. yen 

‘Tailors (Japanese dues) 59 30 100 .50 

Printers .. 130.20 «50.30 

Tateguya 

doors, screens, &c.) 70.30 100.35 

Tailors (foreign dies)... 80.26.95 40 
Servants (males for one 

month). ts 200 100 300 1.50 
servants (half a 

10.00 700 

1.00.70 

+40 30 

50.40 

55-40 

: r 100 — 

‘ j 60.40 

Painters ‘i R 50.25 

Tin labo jo 505 

Engravers ‘60 40 Bo “5p 

Caniage ‘go 425-7040 

Plasterers 38 «33.60 oss 

Carpenters 4o 25-7030 

Roofers 45.30 «110 Bo 

Ship carpenters. ‘35-25-7555 

Paperchangers . 35. «1080 S50 

Mat-makers ‘50.35 60.40 

Osdinary coolies 36 23-50. .32 

Lacquerets . 38 1530.35 

Dyers + 630,20 40.30 

Tobacco cutters - 145 30.7050 

Shoemakers .. . 40 AS -55 425 

Blacksmiths . : 75.28 1.00 155 


The Osaka Asahi remarks that the Liberals 
are reported to have relinquished all oppositi 
to the Government with regard to its fina 
policy; and some are expressing the opinion 
that after the close of the forthcoming extra- 
ordinary session of the Diet, Baron Ito is to 
secure the portfolio of Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and Count Itagaki is to be nominated 
Home Minister. These statements all tend 
to show that the Liberals are disposed to renew 
their alliance with the Cabinet, In this move- 
ment, adds the Osata Asahi. the Tosa clique 
forms the nucleus, with Kwanto and Chingokn 
members as avowed supporters, The Kiushu 
and Hokushia sections are positively in oppos| 
sition and are followed by the ¢ rong Liberale, 
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who have also assumed an attitude ot hostility, 
The Liberals appear to entertain serious anxiety 
in regard to the deficiency of able men which 
may present itself in the event of a party Cabi- 
net being organised. Steps are being taken, 
it is said, to enlist outside the party such per- 
sonages as Messis. Miyoshi Taizo, Wakamiya 
Seiin, Ozaki Saburo, and Ando T: lis 
not to be wondered at, therefore, that Viscount 
Aoki looks on himself as the future Premier. 











The trade returns of the Finance Department 
for the past four month 












18,112,360 
Expos. 447.705 
Excess (Exports) 17,664.655 


Such an excess of imports, rematks the Afai- 
nichi, is probably without precedent. In short, 
the inequality of commerce has reached its 
climax, Below wre the comparative figures for 
the past four months :— 

















Excess of 
Exports. Imports. Imports, 
Yeu Yen. Yeu. 
Januar 10.916 330 18,871,153 7,954 825 
February... 11 445 247 20 538.227 9.092.980 
Mareh 10.947 502 25,809,75¢ 14,862,249 
April 10,619 470 29,832,974 19,215,477 
Total 43,928,549 95,052,082 51,123,533 





The export trade, it will be seen, does not dis- 
play any great difference since January, but 
the case of the import trade ateaily ext 

















incre crease utterly beyon¢ 
tion—is noticeable. The excess of imports 
has reached 51,120,000 yen, and, should 





ue in the present condition, the 
probably exceed 100 m 
the end of the year. The export of specie 
during the four months aggregated 47,173,125 
yen, and imports 3 091,426 yen, the excess in 
favour of the former being 44,081,699 yen. 
It may be inferred that the excess by the end of 











"Tthe year will not be less than 80 millions. 


These anomalies ought to be seriously con- 
sidered, especially when the domestic market 
is s0 considerably depressed and all industries 
are so lamentably neglected as at present on 
account of the want of capital, 





At the Kwanto Bankers’ Assembly held at 
the Seiyoken Restaurant on the gth instant, 
Baron Iwasaki is reported by the Mainichi to 
have spoken in opposition to the introduction of 
foreign capital. He said the late war with China 
has been the direct cause of the embarrassment 
into which the market has fallen. A sum of 
170 million yen out of the total Indemnity 
being distributed among the people at large, 
capitalists were tempted into speculation and 
the labouring classes found their consuming 
power suddenly and considerably augmented. 
Since this importation of capital was responsible 
for the present situation, it was matter for wonder 
that the introduction of more foreign capital 
should be looked to for readjusting the finances, 














The full payment by China of the remainder 
of the Indemnity necessitates the speedy with- 
drawal of Japanese troops from Wei-hai-wei. 
According to the Shimonoseki treaty, the evacua. 
tion must take place within four weeks from 
the date of the receipt of the Indemnity. The 
Cabinet having held a special conference on 
the oth instant, a telegram was nediately 
despatched to Major General Miyoshi, Com- 
mandant of the Wei-hai-wei garrison, with in- 
structions (o evacuate the place at once, More- 
over, Colonel Nakaoka and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hongo, together with four other officers, were 
ordered on the roth to proceed to Wei-hai-wei 
to make various arrangements in regard to the 
evacuation. Six steamers of over 2,000 tons 
are to be despatched as transports, two of them, 
the Vamato and the Oyo, being already chartered, 
The steamer Hino Maru, hitherto employed 

















fox a segular service to Wei-hai-wei, will also 
be used.) Major Gencral Miyoshi seems to 
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have been vested with plenary authority for the 
delivery of the territory, the ceremony being 
only to hoist the Chinese flag, to fire salutes, 
and toexchange certificates duly signed by com- 
missioners of the two countries. Coloned 
Okazaki, who recently came to Tokyo to be 
present at the special councils of the General 
Staff, returned to Wei-hai-wei on -the roch inst, 
to assist in the withdrawal of the troops. 














KOREAN NOTES. 


SESS ee 


The Japanese War Department, says the 
Independent, has presented to His Majesty the 
Emperor of Korea ten new Murata magazine 

“rifles through Captain Nodzu, the military 
attacbé of the Japanese Legation in this cily. 
Captain Nodzu attended the War Department 
with the gifts asking the Minister to forward 
them to His Majesty 








The Korean Council of State recently passed 
an appropriation of $70,000, to be expended on 
new buildings for the Kyengwon Palace, and 
then sanctioned $9.60 for official seals to be 
used in Legations abroad. 


Under the heading, ‘The worm turns 
again,” our Sdul contemporary prints the 
following interesting narrative :— 

The vecotd which appears in another column 
of this paper conceining the late magistrate ol 

is worthy of special remark by those 
Who are auxiously watching the signs of bettr 
times in Korea, and this litle event must come 
with delightful cefveshment, According ta our 
version of the account there seems to be a magi= 
strate in Korea who wishes to be honest and up- 
tight. He was implored by the people of a 
distiict through which be was passing to give 
his opivion concerning the legality of certain 
unusual taxes. ‘This he refused to do, but, like 
a man, went to the offending magistrate and 
asked, in a manner which did not provoke enuri 
Concerning the tax to which the people referred, 
The magistiate admitted that the tax was extra 
ordinary and was not authorized by the Finance 
Department. The ex magistrate, of Jingsan then 
upbraided the offe gistiate upon which he 
was. seized aud ceuelly punished, Then occurred 
an event as rare of occurrence as it is delightful 
when it happens. The people who had begged 
the exemagistrate to plead their case broke mito 
the compound of the magistracy and rescued the 
lacerated man and took him to the hospital of 
Pyengya 

With all the bare-faced (we can’t think of any 
thing but bare-faced that’s bad enough) rascaiity 
of a scoundrel the magistrate telegraphed to the 
governor that he had punished the offending ex- 
magistate because the latter had attacked the 
magistacy at the bead of an armed force. The 
governor, on advice from Sdal, ordered we 
offender to be sent to the capital. Our version as 
printed elsewhere is not complete at this point, 
When the exemagistrate prepared to leave the 
hospital onhis hitter the people whe had swarmed 
in bom the country tendered him an avation 
almost unparalleled in recent years. ‘They 
about the litter and laid upon it tokens 
theie esteem for the man who had befriended 
them so signally, Women took fiom their 
shoulders theie silken cloaks, and tore coins fram 
the ends of chains and cast them at the hero of 
the hour, A Roman triumph was enacted in the 
onetime Hermit nation and tendered toa man 
who had faced an unscrupulous represesitative of 
the wickedness which ceigns in high places and 
laid bare the crime which he was comimittin 


Such a demonsteat 
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1 as this, together with the 
hold conduct of the ex-magistiate, is, a> we have 
said, a sign of the times, Tt has almost seemed 
that you can’t fool all the people all the time” 
in Korea, But could the people only realize that 
they had some rights after all and, better, could 
they only act always as on the present occasion 
with the comage of their convictions, officials 
would take good care not to abuse theit righ 
We are of the opinion that this Pyeng-yang 
cident will not be forgotten. We do not encour age 
popu: ings as such, but when the people ave 
burdewed by a tax which is admitted by those who 
collect it to be illegal, we cannot but praise the 
deed. The worm turns.” Thus a paper of the 
Far East sententiously headed an editorial on the 
recent demoustiation of the Korean people a month 
































more honarable title for'a sovereign, independent 
people, The incident recorded by us in this 
issue may be called auother twist of the worm’s 
tail. Sul perhaps at each turn the muscles 
are growing and_ a self-cousciousness 
is coming into existence. Perhaps the worm will 
find that it can tm when it chooses to de so. 
Perhaps it is finding out that the oftener it tures 
the easier it ix to do so, Peshaps it is coming ts 
the conclusion that it will tucn oftener inthe future. 








harder 











The Imperial Household Department of 
Korea has sent the following despatch to the 
Department of Agriculture, Commerce and In- 
dustry — 

“The power of contollirg the mines in the 
country must be invested) im the Tmperial 
Household Department. The Department has 
appointed a chief divecor to whom the manage 
ment of all the mines has been entrusted. 
‘The Department learns that the Department of 
Agciculture, Commerce and Industry has been 
interfering with the work of the chief director by 
sending departmental agents to the mines whose 
actions clash against the interest of the inspec 
tors sent by the chief director, Hereafter 
the Department of Agriculiure, Commerce and 
Industry must not send any inspector vor in any 
way interfere with the mines in the country, Tu is 
the wish of His Imperial Majesty that mining 
interests must be under the control of the Emperial 

2” The Department of 
¢ and Industry teplied as 
—! The Depattment has been sending 
inspectors and attempted to collect revenues from 
the mines in accordance wish the siatutelaw which 
authorizes this Department to perform the duties 
above mentioned. However, if it is the with of His 
Majesty to transfer the work to the Houseliold 
Department the Department will not berealter 
interfere with the management of the atines.” 

This is the Independent's comment :— 

Then the statute law ought to be repealed and 
the Bureau of Mines and Mining in the Agricui- 
tal Department ought te be abolished, so that at 
least the salaries of the officials of the Bureau ¢ 
be saved by the Gov 
































An enterprising spirit is slowly but surely 
permeating the hearts of Koreans, One 
of the latest indications is that a Korean 
company has been formed to manufacture 
cigars in Songdo and Sédul with Koksan 
tobacco. Koksan is a mountainous district 
in Whanghai and produces a consideable 
quantity of tobacco, The quality is not so 
good as that raised in the Shungchon dis- 
uict of Pyengan Do, but it is cheaper and 
also darker in colour. ‘The company ships, on 
an average, 10.000 cigars daily to various 
cities in the country and the demand is said 
to be increasing. ‘They burn fairly well, and 
considering the price (which is. thisty-four 
cents per 100) itis a reasonably good smoke 
We hope, concludes the Jndependent, that 
many enterprises may spring up in this land. 





Rumour is current in S6ul that a number of 
Korean fugitives now in Japan, including Mr. 
Pak Yonghyo, are to return by May or June in 
order to reform the Cabinet with the aid of the 
Japanese Government, 


A notification was recently issued by the 
Agricultural, Commercial, and Industrial De- 
partment to the effect that a special postal ser 
vice is to be opened from May 15th in Hwang- 
hai, Kanwon, and Chhugchhong, and from 
June rst in Cholla, Kyongsang, Hamgyong, and 
Phyongan, under the supervision of the Head. 
man of the district. 


The Koreans have begun to assert that they 
have aright to a share in the Indemnity receiv 
ed by Japan from China, as they entered into 
an alliance with Japan for defensive and offen 
sive purposes at the time of the late war. No- 
thing, remarks the Voméuré, can be more absurd. 
Korea received immeasurable assistance from 
Japan, and the gratitude she owes to the Japan 
ese people ought not to be forgotten as long as 
she exists as a nation. However, as a matter of 
favour it might be well for Japan to grant to 
Korea sone three million yes out of the In 
demnily so as to relieve the latter of her present 
distress. In return for this magnaninity, the 
Koreans should be induced to grant the Ja- 
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panese the privdege of establishing the Sdul- 
Fusan te’ and working coal mines in Sdul, 


sie 








Fusan, Inchhon, and Mokpho, Wonsan and 
Chinnam. This would be to the advantage of 
both countries, 


The Hochi has «long and highly eulogistic 





article on America's foreign policy, | To 
carry out the principles of justice in her diplo- 
macy seems to be America’s aim. In her 


policy towards Korea she reproved Japan as to 
the affair of the Queen but combined with the 
latter and England in opposing the aggressive 
measures of Russia with regard to the deten- 
tion of the Korean King, the engagement of 
Russi 





0 military instructors, and many other 
icious proceedings. Americans have no 
political relations with other parts of the world, 
and this enables them to justly decide Oriental 
questions affecting other nations. They are in 
close contact with the American Indians, snd 
their racial prejudices are therefore much more 
insignificant than those entertained by most of 
the European nations. Owing to these and other 
circumstances, their attitude in the Far East 
differs entirely from that of other Powers, 
whose policy is one of aggression and plunder. 
America, adds the Hochi, is but too willing to 
display her sympathy towards China and 
other Oriental countries which are new in a 
grievous condition. Japan on this point should 























entirely coincide with America both in policy 
and general feeling. 
NEWS OF 1HE WEER. 
—+ 
A swordfish, measuring fourteen feet two 


inches from head to tail, was caught at Penang 
recently, The sword was five feet long. 


The German Chisurgical Society have de- 
nounced the Dum-Dum bullet, and suggest 
that the provisions of the St. Petersburg Con- 
ven should be extended in order to prohibit 
its use, — 

Mr. Thos, H. Reid, of the China Afail staff, 
went to Manila in the Esmeralda to represent 
the London 7Zémes during the bombardment of 
Conegidor Island and Cavité, but owing to the 
cable being cut was unable to get his report 
through by wire. 


On the water being pumped out of the Afay 
Flint on Saturday, it was seen, says the Kobe 
Chronicle, that the ship narrowly escaped des- 
trnction, for the tops had been burnt off the 
cases in which the tins of kerosene oil were 
packed. ee 

We are glad to be able to say that Madame 
la Baronne d’Anethan has almost completely 
recovered from her recent illness. ‘Ihe Baron- 
ess and His Excellency the Belgian Minister 
left Tokyo on the rth for Nikko, where they 
will remain until the 16ih instant. 

















I. is reported in the China Afari that H.M.S, 
Powerful is to go home in about five or six 
months, and she will be relieved by her sister 
ship H.M.S. Zerridle, which has gone into 
commission. This arrangement has possibly 
been made in consequence of the many enquit- 
ies in the House of Commons regarding the 
Powerful's machinery 


‘Words fail me,” said Mr, Healy in the 
Honse of Commons a few weeks ago; and by a 
happy coincidence, Punch next morning came 
out with a picture of wordy warfare in the East- 
end, in which one of the combatants finds him- 
self in exactly the same sad plight. “ Why 
dou't yer answer ‘im back?” asks a bystander. 
“Ow can I?” queries the combatant; ‘E's 
used all the best words.” 














Qur Tientsin’ contemporary reports that a 
lamentable accident occurred recently at the 
Fang-shan colliery, by which some forty men 
lost their lives, the mine being suddenly flooded 
by the bursting of the river's bank, and forty 
miners being drowned before any rescue could 
be effected. Three men who had only a few 
minutes before gone to the surface to relight 
their lamps, escaped. 


On the grat of March, at the Madrid Opera 
Hoase, a Mammotty psfformance was held to 
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raise funds for the purchase of a war vessel, It 
is stated that fabul: prices were paid for seats. 
The Queen Regent paid 2,000/. for her box 5 
the Bank of Spain 20,coo/.; the Countess Bar- 
nos, 4 0001, ; the Larios Bank, 6,000/. ; the Toba- 
eco Company, 4,000/.; and the Marquis Tor- 
relaguna, 12,0-0/. Large prices were also paid 
by other distingnished personages, while clubs 
and regiments, civil and military corporations, 
doctors, and all classes of society handsomely 
contributed towards the 140,000/, which have 
already been collected towards the object in 
view, 

At Singapore on the 25th April a private of 
the West Yorkshire Regiment, named William 
Yates, of B. Company, was fatally wounded 
while acting as musketry marker at the butts. 
Ic appears that the deceased, who had been em- 
ployed as a musketry marker for the last twelve 
months and who had seen five years’ service, left 
the butts before “cease firing” was sounded, 
He was shot from the firing point, the bullet 
entering his right breast and coming outat the 
top of his shoulder, The accident occurred 
about six o'clock, and, half-an-hour later, the 
had bled to death internally,—Séraits 
imes. 


























The Imperial Marine Insurance Company 
(Teikoku Kaijo Hoken Kabushiki Kwaisha), 
in making a large extension in the scope of its 
operations, The Company has established 
agencies in nearly all the principal foreign ports, 
and its standing and credit are high, the names 
of Mr. Yasuda Zenjiro, the promoter, and Mr, 
Takei Morimasa, the President, being some 
assurance of the stability of the concern, The 
bankers are the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank- 
Corporation and the Yokohama Specie 
Bank, and claims will be paid through them. 
The Yokohama agents are Mr. Kohei Otani, 
Motohama-cho, and Messis. Bowden Brothers 
& Co., No. 164, Settlement, who are prepared 
to accept all marine risks, 











In the China Mail we find some details of 
the death of Sister Frances (Miss Elizabeth 
Frances Higgen), who has failen a martyr to 
duty at Hongkong. The cause of her death 
was the most severe type of plague, designated 
plague pnenmonia. She was only taken ill on 
Tuesday, April 26th, with slight fever, when she 
was attended by Dr. Atkinson, and by that 
evening she was slightly better. On Wednes- 
day, suspicious symptoms intervened, and she 
was transferred to an isolation ward at the Go- 
vernment Civil Hospital, Early on Thursday 
morning it was evident that she was suffering 
from plague pneumonia, which is almost in- 
variably fatal, She contracted the disease from 
one of the ward boys who was taken ill with the 
same disease on the zorvh ult. The deceased 
sister was nursing the boy, who, in his delirium, 
spat on her clothes and face. Shortly after 
midnight, Sister Frances became much worse, 
and died in the presence of the matron, three 
sisters and Dr. Atkinson. Drs. Atkinson, Low- 
son and Bell, were in constant attendance, 
The deceased was one of the six sisters who 
arrived in Hongkong in 1890 ; and was engaged 
in plague work in 1894, 1896 and 1898. 








The death of Colonel Dyer, the Employers’ 
Champion in the great engineers’ sirike, was 
probably du a large measure to the mental 
sirain of the struggle. From the age of 18 
Colonel Dyer had an exceptionally active 
career. His military service included the 
Crimean and Indian Mutiny campaigns, and in 
the fighting he had his horse shot under him 
on two occasions. He retired from the Army 
with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, and entered 
the Government Small Arms Factory at Enfield 
as assistant-superintendent, and subsequently 
hecame associated with the large works of Sir 
Joseph Whitworth at Manchester, Here he 
proved himself a captain of industry, and his 
reputation as a shrewd manufacturer was 
enhanced when he identified himself with the 
control of the vast manufacturing concerns 
of Sir W. G. Armstrong, Mitchell, and Co. 











at Elswick. ‘Io Colonel Dyer belongs the 
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of the Armstrong and Whitworth firms, One of 
the most striking things about the late Colonel 
Dyer, says a home paper, was the distinction of 
his manuer, and his unvarying courtesy to all 
with whom he came in contact—friends and 
opponents alike. In the sharpest fight he never 
forgot that he was a gentleman himself or that 
his opponent was entitled to a patient hearing ; 
yet it would be hard to find an adversary more 
determined or harder to beat. He was neither 
violent nor bland, but he knew exactly what he 
wanted and how to get it, In other words, he 
was a real leader of men, and his death has cut 
short a career which must have been distin- 
guished and might have been great. 








We have already announced the death from 
plague of Mr. L. S. L. Crawford, eldest son of 
Mr. David Crawford (of Messrs, Lane, Crawford, 
& Co, Hongkong), In the Daily Press we 
read that as a member of the Volunteer Corps 
the deceased was buried with military honouss, 
The procession was headed by the firing panty 
with reversed arms aud the Band of the King’s 
Own Regiment playing a funeral march, ‘T 
came the coffin on a gun cartiage with the flag 
asapall and the deceased's helmet and swoud 
bayonet, followed by the chief mowmners, Me, 
G. A. Caldwell and Mr. Duncan Clark, brothers. 
in-law of the deceased, the members of the firm, 
and intimate friends of the family, The Vol 
teers came next, almost every man carrying a 
wreath or cross; and S.r John Carrington, the 
Commandant, and all the officers were present, 
At the Monument the procession was joined by 
a large assemblage of friends. The funeral ser 
vice was conducted by the Rev. G. J. Williams, 
of Union Church, At the close of the service 
three volleys were fired over the grave by the 
firing party, the “last post” was sounded, and 
the sad assembly slowly dispersed. ‘The de- 
ceased was only twenty years of age. He was 
a member of the Cricket Club and frequently 
played in Club matches, and was also an active 
member of the Philliarmonic Society, 
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The following notice to Mariners, No. 320, 
refers to the Foochow Disuict, of the China Sea, 
and is issued by Mr, A. M. Bisbee, Coast Inspec- 
tor, of the I. M. C.:—Sunken rock in Cow’s Horn 
Pass, near the northern entrance to Haitan Strait: 
Notice is hereby given of the existence, to the 
westward of Brown Rock, Tessara Group of Is- 
lands, of a tocky patch, about half a cable long 
in a north and south direction by about three 
quarters of a cable wide, and having two pin- 
nacles, about 30 yards apart, near its middle, 
on which there is a depth of not more than 4 
feet at low water of spring tides. To this rocky 
patch the name“ Namoa Rock” has been given 
From the two pinnacles of the patch the highest 
part of Brown Rock bears E.}S., the highest 
part of Fairway Island S, } E., and the Cow's 
Hom S.W. 4 W. Vessels coming throngh 
Haitan Staits from the southward, if wishing 
to use the channel to the westward of the Tes- 
sara Group, should, after passing Slut Island, 
steer so as to bring Brown Rock open to the 
astward of Fairway Island, N.}E. Keep this 
maik on until Cow's Horn bears W.N.W., 
which will lead clear of the rocks lying 2} miles 
S. by E. of Cow's Horn Point, and steer so as 
to pass about 2 cables to the westward of Fair- 
way Island. Then gradually bring the west 
point of Shingan Island in line with the west 
end of Fairway Island, S.  W., which will lead 
about a cables west of Brown Rock. Keep this 
mark on, being careful not to open Shingen 
Island west of Fairway Island when nearing the 
Namoa Rock, until the southernmost point of 











Great Dragon Island (the north-easternmost |” 


island of the Tessara Group) is open to 
the northward of Brown Rock, when a N.E 
by N. course may be steered, Brown Rock 
may be passed safely at a distance of 1 cable 
to the westward of it. The steamer Vamoa 
struck on the patch of rocks described in 
the foregoing on the 3rd October, 1897, and 
became a iotal wreck. The local fishermen, 
though they were offered a liberal reward to 
point out any other sunken dangers in the pas 
sage west of Brown Rock, stated that they did 
not know of any. 








POKOHAMA GENERAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERTC 
eats aes 
SUGGESTKD DIGEST OV THR CoDES. 

The International Committee appointed to 
study the position of foreigners under the new 
Treaties, and to take what steps may appear 
right.in their interests, have decided as a first 
step to obtain from the best legal authority a 
complete Digest of the Codes. 

As this will necessitate an outlay of yen 
3,000, and to cover other necessary expenses, 
a subscription list is circulated asa guarantee 
for such outlay, 

The Committee think that the amount 
guaranteed will not necessarily be all called 
up, but that the work may be done efficiently 
they call upon their fellow residents in Japan 
to support them liberally, 











DEATH OF 7HE GOVERNOR OF 
KANAGAWA, 
ear 
We deeply tegret to announce the death of 
Mr. Nakano, Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture, 
which took place on the r2th inst. at 7.30 p.m. 
at his official residence. Mr. Nakano had been 
Governor of Kanagawa for several years, and 
during his tenure of office gained the high re- 








| spect and esteem of both foreigners and Japan- 


ese. He has been ill for some time 
groundless report of his death was circulated 
two or three days ago. On Wednesday, how- 
ever, he seemed to have taken a turn for the 
betier, and it was hoped that he would recover. 
His death will be a loss to the pablic, and a 
suuce of grief to a large circle of private 
tiends, 

Deceased, who was 55 years of age, had the 
following orders :—2nd Class of the Rising Sun 
Grand Cross of the Russian Order of St. Stan. 
islans; Grand Cross of the Austian Order 
of Francis Joseph; Grand Cross of the Order 
of the Italian Crown; Grand Officer of the 
Dragon of Annam; Officer of the Legion of 
Honour of France; Officer of the Belgian 
Order of Leopold; and Knight of the Nether- 
lands Lion, 











CORRESPONDENCE, 





+—__ 
MINO-OWARI ORPHANAGE, 


Yo tux Epivor or THe "Jara Matn.”” 

Sir,—The enclosed account of the Mine-Owari 
Orphanage was witten two months ago by 
me and published in ihe Kobe Herald. Since 


then Me. Igarashi bas received subscriptions in 
prountinge 


I 


to more than 
ed. Iu May, he wishes to 
visit Yokohama and Tokyo in the interests of his 
institution, So at his request Lsend this paper, 
hoping that you may see your way cleat to publish 
it wholly orn part ay an introduction for hin to 
the residents up that ways 


HOW A WORTHY JAPANESH STARTED AN 
ORPHANAGS IN GIFU. 

The province of Hida in Gifu. Ken is ove of the 
most mgged and broken in Japan; in fact, it 
seems nearly all hills at first. But there ave towns 
in i too, made up mostly of ude one-stored 
houses over whose tools are usually scattered large 
stones which serve instead of nails to hold down 
the tiles, 

Iu one of these towns some five years apo a 
avashi Yosehive, was livir 
4 about Christ= 
mping over those 
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young man, 
trying to teach his people some 
i Faithfully he worked, t 









After he had heen workisg about two 
years there was a five in one of the towns of 
that region which destroyed some three thousand. 
houses—practically the whole town, In so 
spatsely settled a distict this was a terrible 















calamity, one result of it being that many persons 
wese left penniless, friendlies, orpha The 
condition of some of the poor children so 
wrought upon young Igarashe that be fell inrests~ 


tbly moved te help them, but what could one 





young man do, without capital or resources? 
Alter deeply pondering. the situation he finally 
determined upon the bald project of opening an 











tundertaking and ins 
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volved grave responsibility, but, trusting in God, 
he resolved to take the step. 

His plan of procedure was tather wovel, With 
the seven needy childiew whom he had chose he 
statted out afoot on a lecturing tour, A magic 
lantern which he had for Christian work now stood 
him iw good stead, helping to get bin a hearing. 
Ashe and the children journeyed afoot and stop- 
ed at “shichisrin yadoya” (seven rin inns), the 
expenses were not very heavy. But sometimes at 
first the funds did not suffice to meet even these 
trifling bills, so the paity would pluckily spend 
the night sleeping in the open, For one whole 
week they had to go with almost nothing to eat. 
Some times, too, although they had money, lody: 
ing would be refused them from lack of confidence. 
“You mean those el 1 ne good,” people 
would say. au are going to draw their blood 
for magic medicine”: You ate going to steal 
them aud sell them to foreigners,” etc. etc. But 
happily they had large experience of kindlier 
treatment, receiving help from people of every 
faith and of no faith, After two months of tamp- 
ing Unough the prefectures of Gifu and Miye they 
returned with fifty yen in pocket and no debt, 
while the number of children had increased to 
twelve, 

By the adyice of a Christian preacher in Gifu 
they removed to that city, tented a building, and 
with their fifty yen capital began the business of 
fan making. ‘This was in the summer of 1895 
Soon after, a young man, Setta by va 
had becomea Ctuistian through Igarashi’s teach 
ing, came to help and cast in his lot with them, 
Fora year after this they went steadily forward, 
taking. in more children fiow time to time but 
always finding theit daily food supplied 

In Oet., 1896, came the great flood in G.fu Ken 
which wrought such wide havoc and destruct 
‘The building in which they were housed was 
imharmed, but the source of supplies for them 
was almost dried up. Instead of being able to 
help others, mostof the people of the region were 
themselves compelled to receive aid. The gravity 
of this situation recalled the hard times of 
the beginning and also the methods of that 
time, Finally it was determined to make 
tse of these same methods again, only this 
time the Wamp was to be much more exe 
tended, Aud now a second time Igarashi 
Lis brave little band set out with their 
toward the west and never changed 
course till they had gone over the island of Kins 
shu, This amp was beneficial in many ways 
Leside financially, being a good education to all 
concemed. This time they ceturned with more 
than two hundred yen and no debts, as ‘seven 
tin hotels” are not exorbita ‘This money was 
almost entirely given by Japanese. In fact from 
the very inception of this work the snpport has 
mainly come from native sources. All the gifts 
yet ‘received [rom foreigners would hardly sum up 
io filty yen. 

From January of last year (1897) a’monthly 
newspaper was started as the organ of the institu= 
tion and also as an agency for Cliristian teaching. 
This paper, divuibuted among factory gils and 
others, has already been largely useful as an 
evangelizing agency. ‘The sale of it also brings 
ta small profit. At present the number of child. 
ten in this No Hh Tkujin (Mino Hida Orphanage) 
is forty, OF these, twelve work at fanemaking, 
which ts the chiel business carried on; Uree work 
in a gela factory ; the rest are all tov small yet to 
work ata wade. But all do something to help, 
and all ave daily insteucted in the Scriptures, 1 
common school branches, and in household work, 
sewing, ete. ‘Two are blind, but lave learned to 
read and do mauy things, being sent to a school 
for the blind in the city. 




























































































In order to work toward self-support a great 
need now is the sum of five hundied yen as a 
capital for the fan business, © Wah that capital 
this department of the work could be made 
thoroughly self-support for all the children 
engaged in it. They make very pretty fans of 
all grades, selling at tetail for from two or three 
sen up to twelve sen each, 

Yours unly, 

Kobe, April 26th 1898. 











R. E. McALPINE. 





PRIVATE PROPERTY IN WAR. 





‘To rue Epiror or tue “ Jaran Mart, 
_ Sir —In your issue of to-day you say concern. 
ing the Hispano.American wat:—"'It is a dis 
glace to civilization that aimed outages against 
private property should be perpetrated in allows 
ing the wareships of the United States to seize 
merchant ships of the Spanish on the high seas, 
Ke.” Through the columns of yout veluable 
people the vitter would be pleased to read the 
editor’s reply to these two questions, fz. 


hat 
Digitize (Exe) 




















would he have us do, let the Spanish steanships 
go back to Spain, so that they could return filled 
with soldiers and munitions of war to be used 
against us? 

‘Also, does the editor recall any instance of a 
European Power ever allowing, in time of war, the 
possible transports of an enemy lo escape, 
whether such Power was a member of the Paris 
agreement ot not? 

Obliging yours respectfully, 

WILLIAM C, TYLER, 

Tokyo, May 4th, 1898. 








ETHICS OF WAR. 





‘To Tur Eprror or THe “Japan Main.” 

Sin,—In the issue of the 4th inst., an editorial 
note contains the following remarks,— 

“Iisa disgrace to civilization that armed ow 
tages against private property should be per pet~ 
tated, as they ave how perpetrated by warships of 
the United States and Spain,” &c. to the end, 
“This subject may perhaps be set ina clearer 
light by the following remarks:— 

No doubt War is bad eviough without the 
addition of such barbarous features,” aud no one 
ould care to excuse them except as war measure: 
he question is therefore wheth ey lave been 
and still are justified by intemational principles 
of war, and if so, who is responsible for such justi 
fication 

Reference is made to the Declaration of Paris 
of 1854. Its principles failed to become a past of 
international law mainly as # resulof the tefusal 
of the U.S. to subscribe to the clause on privateer- 
Thus, as Si: H, Maine says, this * Declara> 
Shas not become part of the general law of 
other civilizations, for the assent of a State which 
is perhaps destined to be the most powerful in the 
world, and certainly the most powerful neutral 
State, has been withheld from it.” * The reason 
given for the refusal of the United States, by Mr, 
Rlaicy, the Sec. of State, was plausible enough.” 
This reason is:— 

“The Uniied States consider powerful navies 
aud large standing armiet as permanent establish 
ments to be detrimental to national prosperity and 
dangerous ts liberty...» They can never be 
Drought to acgniesce in any International law 
which may tender it necessary to maintain a 
powerful navy or lage standing armies in times 
of peace. If forced to vindicate their rights by 
arms, they ate content, . .to rely, . forthe 
Projection of their commerce in ne considerable 
degree upou their mercantile marine, If their 
countey were deprived of these resources it would be 
obliged to change its policy and assume a military 
attilude. In resisting au attempt to change the 
existing maritime law that msy produce such a 
result, it looks beyond its own interest, and em- 
braces in its view the interest of such nations as 
are not likely to be dominant naval Powers. 6 
~ To such nations the surrender of the right to 
resort to privateers would be attended with’ con 
sequences most adverse to their commercial pro 
Sperity without any compensating advantages. 

2 oe Tt certainly ought not to excite the least sure 
price that steang naval Powers should be wil 
forgo the practice comparatively useless vo the 
of employing privateers, upon condition that weak 
cr Powers agice: to part with their most effective 
means of defending their maritime tights, It is, in 
the opinion of this Government, to be seriously ap- 
prehended that if the use ol privateers be abandon- 
ed, the dominion over the seas will be surrendered 
to those Poweis which adopt the policy and have 
the means of keeping up large navies. ‘The one 
which has a decided naval superiority would be 
potentially the mistress of the ocean, aud by the 
abolition of privateeting that domination would be 
firmly secured. Nor would the injurious effect of 
4 vast naval superiority to weaker states be much 
diminished if Uhat superiority were shared among 
nee or four great Powers. It is unquestionably 
the interest of such weaker states to discountenan 
and resist a measure which fasters the growth of 
regular naval establishinents. 

Thus much to show that the clause abolishing 
privateering was in reality from the United States? 
point of view not what it claims to be—a dise 
interested advauce in the principles of enlightened 
warfare. 

Asa matter of fact however, the pri 
retained by the United States agai 
Declaration, was renounced before the present 
hostilities began aud before Spain's sentiments ov 
privateering were clear, Indeed, the United States 
lives up fully to all the points of thin Declaration 
iw the present contest, ‘Thus it is in full accord 
with all the international principles as yet agreed 
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by any concert of Powers, aud the barbavity 
cm charge does not go beyond that charge= 











JNIVERSI 


able against the best of Europe’s claims to civili- 
zatio 

Il appeated subsequently to the U.S. expres 
sion on the Paris Declaration, that Spain reserved 
the right of resorting to privateering. The log 
al conclusion would therefore be that Spain’s 
merchautmen may not only be seized in pursue 
auce of the laws of war but over and above this 
alse in order to prevent them from being used in 
ateering,—justified therefore as a measue of 
national defence, and not as a mere war or re- 
taliatory measure. 

We have seen that there were cogent reasons 
for the U.S.’s tefusal to subscribe to the Paris 
Declaration. However, it ought to be temem- 
bered, Secretary of State Marcy declared also that 
the US. would teadly agree to an arrange- 
ment whereby private merchantmen and other 
effects of citizens uf a belligerent Power should be 
exempt fom seizure by public armed vessels of 
he enemy except it be contraband of war that 
with this we will consent to the placing of pti 
atecring under the ban of the law of nations, 
(Cf. also Wookey’s Intem, Law. Sec. 128.) 

Nothing therelore could be plainer than that 
the policy vf the United States so far from being 
willing to relinquish privateering (even though 
in the interest of the selfish military policy of the 
European concert it refused to bind itself to do so 
to the serious disadvantage of itself aud smailer or 
unmilitary Powers), put itself on record aleady 
half a century ago, as favouring an enlightened 
policy such as unfortunately no European concert 
as yel aspired Lo. 

I will appear therefore that this sc-called 
barous feature " is. 

1. One for which the United States is not te- 
sponsible. 

2. ‘That it has put itself on vecord before the 
world as in favour of its abolition, 

3. That it has abjured privatecring in the pre- 
(war, and is in practice in accord wil the 
Paris Declaration, 

4. That its present course in capturing Spanish 
merchantmen is justifiable not merely asa war 
measure, but also since Spain has not renounced 
privatcering, as a measure of self-defence. 

5. ‘That in any case this feature is still justified 
by the principles of warfare, and that every prow 
bability is that every European power would resort 
to the same practice. In fact, in ‘the Franco- 
German war even a modified form of privateering 
was puton the programme by Germany, though 
the brevity and decisive nature of the struggle 
gave no opportunity for puiting this scheme into 
execution. 

6. Still wae is cruelty,—‘ hell’? as some one 
says—and so contains many “ bacbarous features” 
besides the ane mentioned. But evidently the 
tesponsibility for forcing this bacharity must not 
be laid at the door of one who is forced to take up 
the gauntlet in response to an appeal higher than 
which vone is conceivable. 




















































































Merchant ships moving freely inta spheres 


outside of their countries jurisdiction, and all 
the possibilities latent in thls fact, contain an 
clement from the point of view of Delligererits 
which makes their exclusion from watespoils 
peculiarly difficult and puts them into a somewhat 
different category fom the “destruction of 
ptivate houses, ov the robbery of private ware- 
This however, forms part of a larger 








houses.” 
subject. | 
Very vespectfully, 
Meiji Gakuin, May 6. 1898 
(We have already explained that our comment 
\d io reference to the United SI 


addressed tO the general questi 
Private property in time of ware—Eo. J.M.) 


H. M. LANDIS. 















A QUERY. 


To tHe Epitor or tHe “Japan Matz.” 

Sin,—Ouar greatest authority on Things Japan- 
ese having taken up the question of treaty revision, 
this hackneyed subject becomes again of interest, 
though, I fear to say, of academic interest only to 
the general uvass of us, And this interest becomes 
intensified when we see you, also an authority, 
and on this subject seemingly so well posted, in- 
clined to cross swords with the learned professor. 
Asa bamble, but [hope caieful investigator of this 
big question in our little world, I shauld deem it a 
favour if T could have your opinion on one point 
bearing on the same, to wil :—Two gentlemen at- 
tached to the Biitish Legation assisted the Foreign 
Office in the capacity of experts in its dealings with 
the Japanese negociators. Now do you consider 
tha their position was such thatin case of a treaty 
being concluded that would march,—uot necessarily 
pleasantly but still march —they would secure 
kudos; while if their advice hostile to Japanese 
claim$)s}ujhleddctothe 1upture of negotiations 
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and possible subsequent unpleasantness, they 
would fall in the youd graces of the Foreign 
Office? Awaiting with interest your views on the 
subject. 

Yours faithfully, ASHIBIKI. 
(Our investigations have not extended to the point.—Ep. /.M, 





THE DOSHISHA. 


‘To tne Epitox oF tue “Jaran Matt.” 

If any of your readers care to know what 
donors of the funds of the Doshisha 
School think of the recent action of its trustees, 
they may be interested in the following extract from 
a letter just received from Dr. J. L. Barton, one of 
the secretaries of the American Board, 


Lamm, sir, etc., D, W. LEARNED. 














“There is no doubt, if this action has been 
taken, that the religious press of this country will 
discuss the question very fully, and itis easy to 
forsee what conclusions will be drawn. It will 
also be the duty of the Presidential Committee to 
ask the Wustees of the Doshisha to return to the 
American Board all monies given by the Board 
for the purchase of land, for the erection of build- 
ings, and for endowment for the insti As 
trustees also of the Harris fund we shall have to 
ask for the return of venty five thousand 
dollars which they hold. There is wo doubt that 
the American Board and Mr, Hattis would never 
have given a dollar for the institution were it not 
for those two articles in the constitution or some- 
thing quite equivalent. The trustees repeatedly 
informed the deputation in Japan that Article IIL, 
would stand forever as the basis upon which e 
cation is give: the Doshisha.” 









































To tHe Epitox oF THE “ JAPAN Matt.” 

Sir,—I beg the privilege of making a very 
few comments on the Dushisha Trustees’ Explana- 
tion published in the Far East and well summarized 
by you in a recent number of the ¥apan Mail. 

1, “ Two elements were in the Doshisha” with 
a “conflict of views.” I wish to testify that no 
such conflict existed between Dr, Neesima and 
his foreign co-workers. We worked together with 
the utmost harmony; it was truly Dé-shi (of like 
d); the “parents” of the school were fully 
“apreed as to its final career.” It was only when 
the father died and a step-father came in that 
discard arose. 

2. "The American patrons wanted a special 
type of Christianity.” Ouly if belief ina personal, 
g God, ina divine Saviour, and 4 futme life 
pecial type.” Whether 
“special” or not, this was cetlainly the type of 
Christianity which Neesima preached and lived. 

“The constitution was not imposed on the 
Doshisha as a condition for any gift.” But it was 
adopted as a part of an arrangement by which 
the financial control of the school was turned over 
to the trustees, andswas the basis on which large 
gifts were made to the school. 

4." The elimination of an unpractical clause 
which prohibited all change.’ No change was 
prohibited except in the few fundamental prin- 
ciples of the school, 

5. Tt must be assumed that Mr. Yokoi intends 
the public to understand that the middle school of 
the Doshisha is supported entirely with Japanese 
money.” It certainly does seem so, but what are 
the facts about that school? The funds for its 
land and buildings were almost entirely, certainly 
atleast 95 per cent. of them, given by American 
Ciuistians to build up a Christian school, In 
jer to obtain the exemption from the conscrips 

it needed to have an endowment fund of 



























































tio 
50,000 yew or thereabouts, and where was that 
money obtained? By appropriating to this school 





ve to found a 





the money which M: 
Christian science school. 
Yours, etc. 
Kyoto, May gth, 1898. 


Haris g 





D. W. LEARNED. 


THE LIMITS OF JAPANESE ART, 


To THe Epitor oF THE ‘JAPAN Malt.’ 

S1r,—Professor Chamberlain in the third and 
revised edition of his very valuable “Things Japan- 
ese" has made the statement (see Fapan Mail 
Apuil 28:h) that " Japanese Art has’ limitation 
and is decorative and not representative.” The 
Statement appears to me supetlatively dogmatic. 
However, a wat-beaten veteran has more right to 
make “superlatively SeRinatic statements than 
@ youthful amateur lolwithstanding the pre- 
sent writer’s unbounded admiration and respect 
for this English Motowori, he frankly avows his 
inability to understand what thelearned Professor 
means, or intends to 




















ese Art is limited, and is decorative and not 
representative.” In a theoretical sense this criti- 
cism is true in relation to the ait-productions of 
every other country and nation, Art belonging 
to that category of objective sciences which are 
reached by an inductive procedure of ratiocina- 
tion, it will always remain confined within those 
circumscribed limits to which our finite uns 
derstanding is subject. It was in this sense, 
I am inclined to think, that Aristotle understood 
the limited realms of art when he said :—"* Aut 
Constitutes a first principle which subsists in 
another subject. Whereas wature constitutes a 
first principle which subsists in the thing itself,’ 
Indeed, it is in this very limitation alone that our 
faith in the future of its steady growth is assuved, 
Although literature has far greater facilities than 
ait to express the ideas conceived by the thinking 
agent, still often times it is greatly hampered on 
account of the insufficiency of the instrum: 
necessary for bringing to life and objectif 
those thoughts. Poet Coleridge knew what he 
was talking about when he said he could write 
just as good dramas as those of Shakespeare if he 
ouly knew low tv do it! It ts far easier to per- 
sonify an idea in words written or articulated-than 
in a work of art. Ifthe Japanese artist is con- 
strained (o battle with ‘such limitations, his 
Western brother also has to combat the same dis- 
advantages. 

However, there are several points, it has to be 
confessed, which greatly encumber the Japanese 
actist and considerably curtail the freedom of his 
movements and Fights, “The absence of a good 
model is one of them. As long as the white Cir. 
cassian is considered as the ideal type of human 
form in preference to the Mongolian, so long 
Japanese att, in its relation to the manifold 
activities manifested by man, will be exposed to 
criticism and even censure, 

Then, again, the hitherto exclusive insularity of 
the nation has deprived the Japanese artist from 
acquiing that broadness of conception and ui 
versality of taste in our zesthetic faculties which 
are evolved gradually by the juxtaposition of 
art objects of divers aim and accomplishment. 
Western Ait has a consecutive history of more 
than thirty centuries standing behind It 
has been migrating with untiammelled freedom 
and improving itself during all this period of 
time through’ an immense expanse of territory 
and gradually gravitating to itself with itresis- 
tible magnetism everything that is highest, noblest, 
and elevating in the most civilized nations of 
mankind. In the veins of a Sargeant can be 
easily seen flowing the blood of a Michael 
Angelo; and in those of Angelo the blood of a 
Pui Likewise the Greek artists also, derived 
their high inspiration and flourescent life from 
those unknown Masters of Egypt and Assyria who 
had passed into the world of oblivion centuries 
before. ‘These stadia of the progress of art from 
one country to another in the ancient world, aud 
its ultimate consummation in the transcendent 
heights of Greek att are distinctly visible, just as 
one can perceive close kinship between the 
modern and mediaval ait, ‘The complicated 
civilization of the western world, whether in art 










































































as in literature, is not the mature child of a 
single nation and bom ina single generation, 
but from India to Aftica and from Assyria to 
England each one las liberally contributed its 





own quota, If the association of ideas in the 
strictly psychological world leads to the forma 
tion of thonght-centies in the individual miad 5 
how much more then the association of ideas and 
intercommunity of tastes between nations should 
lead to the for mation of more extensive conceptive 
centres to embosom every elevating form of 
knowledge and imagination 

If we turn now to the Japanese Artist we shall 
find him unable to claim for himself that noble fo- 
reign and diversified ancestry which has contribute 
ed 50 extensively towards purifying and exalting 
the taste of his Western brother artist. Centuries 
ago a few wandering pilgrim artists visited China, 
and perhaps India also, and got a few archaic and 
simple at-germs from the countries visited, but 
on coming back they had to resuscitate, without 
the aid of a foreign tutor, the dormant life of the 
beclouded and fainting ideas. Even this narrow 
channel of intercommunication between Japan and 
the outside world more than three centuries ago 
was closed by the a:bivary action of a despotic 
government and henceforth the artist was lelt to 
grope his way in thé intense intellectual darkness 
with which he was surrounded. Such being the 













































conditions through which Japanese Att has. pas-|° 


sed, and constantly progressing in passing 
through them, is it not worthy of all our admi 
tion, instead of censure because we cannot under- 
stand certain of its types; that also because we 











not many civilized countries when sequestrated 
from the rest of mankind relapsed into ignorance 
and semi-savagery ? 

If by the “ Innits ” of Japanese Art Mr, Cham- 
betlain means those natural short-comings aud 
disadvantages with which every artist has to con- 
tend, and none is able to remove totally, the 
criticism is justifiable. But if by these ‘limits ” 
the professor means the natal inability of the Japan= 
ese Ailist Lo giasp the reality of the univérsal would 
of Art, because his intellect and imagination were 
not capable of soaring into those sublime regions 
within which his more cultured western brother 
has Leen dwelling, then I will dispute the justice 
aud accuracy of such a judgment. ‘There is 
object in the vast universe which arrests the in- 
terest and moves an inquiring soul to deliberate 
activity, that has not interested and moved the 

ive soul of the Japanese atist, Re- 
ligion and morality, life aud death, heaven and 
earth, sea and land, visible and invisible all 
have passed in a panoramic order before his keen 
obser vatio fhe scope of the Japanese artist, 
in the writers’ opinion, is just as wide as that of 
Greece or of Italy; and to prove this is simply to 
survey the immense area which the art of Japan 
has occupied from its birthday, more than'a mil+ 
lenium ago, to the present day. 

Neither, I confess, can I understand cleatly, 
the charge made against Japanese Art as being: 
“ decotalive and not representative,” The origin 
of art is decorative before being anything else, 
and whenever an object loses its distinctive deco- 
tative features immediately it ceases to be, pro- 
perly speaking, art, although it may still temain 
@ tepresentative object. The Central American 
totemes have ceased to be considered any longer 
as objecis of att, simply because the canon of 
decorative beauty in the civilized man has ad- 
vanced, yet these totemes still remain as repre- 
sentatives of the crude mind which created them. 
It will be readily observed that I am using the 
word “ decorative” in a broad sense, meaning 
the attractive aspect and quality of anything 
beautiful, a quality which never completely disap- 
pears in all the different stages of the evolution 
of the ascent of act. 

In the gradual advancement of human thought, 
asfar as we can observe at present, the idea of 
utility has preceded that of beauty. Man in a 
state of nature, before taking any cog 
of an inner feeling craving after the ideally be 
ful, fiyst must have attended to his own pressing 
immediate physical needs. The crude pottery 
bereft of all ornamentation, unearthed from the 
cuins of remote antiquity, corroborates this 
However, as necessity is the father of utility, like- 
wise luxury is the father of beauty. From the 
ugly (eria-cotta pieces which the savage has 
left to the posterity to the best and most delicate 
of the Satsuma ware the impulse moving the pro= 
gress of the atl to perfection is purely decorative. 
The idea of decorative beauty can never for a 
momeut abandon the thinking head of the author, 
nor the aesthetic eye of the user, It is this 
absence of harmony, and friction concerning 
the conception of the idea of the beautiful, 
between the artist and foreign public which 
causes every species of Japanese art to 
look so unnatural and bizare to us. If we 
thoroughly analyze any object of representative 
art we shall find that each component element at- 
Uacting ont observation first, to be purely decora- 
tive; and if any residuum is left to serve as the 
background for all the decorative accessions, it 
will be found to be that of utility, When the de- 
corative beauty through some process of analyza- 


















































































tion vanishes away from an object of art, the 
idea of utility immediately steps in to claim 
the vacant thr Take for example, the 
Parthenon, that glory of Greek art. ken as a 





unique whole it was an object of the highest glyptic 
and architectural Ari. However, even here every 
object constituting that sublime edifice had a de- 
cotative import: the statuary, the (riezes, the pedi 
ments, the facade, &c., and in their combined 
totality generated that force which enabled every 
Greek worshipper to comprehend the transcendent 
Uuths of his cteed ina facile manner, Take ag: 
a firsteclass Japanese sword: the blade by Masa. 
mune, the hilt by the Kajikamas, and the metal 
work by the Gotos, Here each separate 
object, although of decorative significance, serves 
asa component element to complete the final idea 
of the sword as a useful weapon for cuttings Here 
also beauty and utility are inseparably united 
together, 

No one who reads Pausanius can fail to see the 
decorative aspect of Greek art. Even the highs 
ways and public groves were teeming with statue 
ary both to please the senses and educate the 
mind of the citizen. (See also the valuable 






























resey GZOOQIE 


cannot muster sufficient patience to study its dis- 
tinct tendency and comprehensive genius ? Have! 
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researches of Furthwéngler embodied 
\ Masterpieces of Greek Sculptures”), The same, 
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though in a different sense, is true in relation to 
Japanese ait, both in its extensiveness and 
firangement, More than literature or anyt 
else it has beneficially affected the mental lacal- 
developed the religious instinct of the 
It has polished the ers of every 
individual, and brightened the gloom of his daily 
toil,.and more thaw all, with a convincing reality 
it has depicted to him the terror of sin and reward 
1e in the eternal realms of the great future. 
I this is not a representative ait, 1 confess I do 
not know what meaning that expression conveys. 
Finally, in tegard to the distinctive value of 
Japanese art as compared with that of Greece or 
Italy, it is extremely difficult to come to any con- 
clusion, because of the impossibility of making any 
satisfactory comparison. Their 
beautiful, especially of the 
of the human body and its diversified actions, are 
diametrically opposed to those of the Western 
Frequently the writer has leard very 
made of the unnatural attitude 
and depottment of the Japanese women as paint- 
ed by the Ukiyo School; while to a native the 
posture will appear the acme of grace and refine- 
ment, Hence to study Japanese art thoroughly 
we must study the Japanese socially and psycho- 
logically with deen sympathy. The close rela- 
p between the artist and his productions 
ecessilates their study together. ‘These and a 
large multitude of other causes compel us to judge 
Japanese art by itself and not in comparison 
with the art of Europe. However, if a Japanese 
iy forced to make such a compatison he lms a 
right to demand that the contrast of every object 
should be made separately. The Japanese sculptor 
bas never tried his skill in masble, where the 
Greek has stood at the head of all, but in wood 
and bronze he has produced statues worthy the 
best period of Greek Art. In painted Loxes the 
Japanese has surpassed and quite distanced his 
Greek brother, just as much as the painting of an 
Etruscan vase excels that of an Egyptian coffin, 
e Japanese painter has done nothing in oil to 
compare with the divine productio of the 
youth of Usbino or ‘tian: but in water- 
thoughts with a 
reason 
to be ashamed of. In ivory, pethaps in wood 
carving also, Japan is vot only far ahead of Taly, 
but of all the Western world. [a miniature art, 
ifa few things produced in China are excluded, 
Japan leads the world. 
Very tuly, yours, 


May 8th, 1898. 














































of 
colours he has expressed hi 
charm and grace that a Japanese has 
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ABOLITION OF TORTURE IN JAPAN. 





Yo tag Epiror ov THe “ Jaran Mat. 
S1a,—In_ your issues of the 7th and gth 
yon deny to Monsieut Boissonade de f 
the chief share in the complete and final abolition 
of torte in Japan, As a friend of this eminent 
jurisconsult who acquired so many tides to Japan- 
ese gratitude, I cannot let pass without proiest the 
words in which you have seen fit to endeavour 
to deprive him of a glory which he prized above 
allothers, Fur Monsiew Baisso 
ness of the last case of wfficial torture 
—and he employed the oppurtunity ta insist on 
the abolition of so barbarous a practice. So spe- 
cially proud was he of this service of bnman' 
that (should his failing strength still permit of 
wisel so far) T make little dou 
grand old man? will hinsell © 
st your manner of writing the history 
which he played so important and 
itacia Meantime, and in order 
to obviate an erroneous impression being made on 
the mind of any of your veaders, Lean affiva that 
T have had from Monsieur Boissonade's own lips the 
110 which you take exception, and that 
many other persons who had the honour of being 
admitted to his intimacy have heard it fom hin, 
aswellasT Leaving to those whose experience 
may render them competent witnesses or judges to 
discuss the other historical points touched on in 
your two articles, Lenclose my card, and am 


Sir, your obedient servant, AMICUS. 
‘Tokyo, rth May. 
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SPRING SPORTS AT FOKORAMA. 
° 

saw oa lage and fa 
at the Cricket Ground, 
ss the Spring Athletic Meet 
ing of the Yokohama Cricket and Athletic Club 
The weathe ough oot bright, was fine and 
warm, and pleasant enongh to attract almost the 
whole of the foreign community to the ground, so 
that from the social point of view, as from all 


Saturday 
ble gathering 
Yokohamar ta witt 


afternoon 























others, the affair was a great success. Ladies 
were present in great force, and the many hand- 
some dresses to be noticed added brightness and 
colour to the scene, Yokohama ladies, however, 
are to some extent an exception to ladies els 
whee, They appear to take a real 
athletics, Everyone has had the experience, pro: 
bably, of uying to explain at a Lord's match 
the noble game of cricket to some fair young crea- 
ture, and of being fluored at the end of an ela 
borate and lucid exposition by some such remark 
as “When is the umpire’s tun to bat?” The 
Yokohama ladies, on the other band, seem to take 
a personal interest in the events; they have their 
favourites, and watch keenly the progress of each 
tace. As a ile the spott was excellent, the 
entties being faidly numerous in most of the 
events, while the races were generally well co 
tested, ‘The arrangements were under the sate 
vision of the following committee: Mo dF 

Moliison (President), Mr. F.C. Jackson (Secie- 
tary), and Mc. H.C. Litchfield, Judges; Ms. 
James Dodds, Starter ; Mr. L. H. Abel and Mr 
F. Hall, Timekeepers; Mr. C. M. Duff (Vice- 
vesident and Captain): Mr. F. E. White, Hon, 
veasurer; Messrs. C. H. Bain, D. H. 
]. Libeaud, E. Flint Kilby, G. Poilip, B. J. 
E. B.S. Edwards, and A. B. Walford. Details : 

100 Yarps Frat Race Hanpicap.—(First and 
second prizes, “ Insurance"? Cups.) —First heat : 
1, R. Van R. Smith 4 yards; 2, H. Goddard 10 
yards; G. Watt § yards, 0; time 113 secs, Won 
by several yards. Second heat: 1, G. C. Allcock, 
scratch; 2, E. G. Libeaud 2 yards; H. K. A 
Onderdonk 4 yards, 0; time, Itz secs. Wow by 
about a yard. 

Final 1, Allcock; 2, Smith; 3, H. Goddard. 
‘Time, 11} secs. ; won by a fools two yards between 
second and third, 

Lone Jump.—First prize, Brokers’ Cup.—I. E, 
J. Dyer, sceatch, actual distance 19 feet 2¢ feet, 
2, W. B. Mason 1 ft. 9 in, distance 17 5} leet; 3, 
R. C.K. Johnson, scratch, actual distance, 17.53 
H.S. Goddard, I foot, and L. E, McChesney § 
inches, 

Porn tue Suor (15lbs). First prize Silk- 
men’s Cup.—1, H.K.A. Onderdonk, scratch, actual 
distance 36 feet 2 inches; L. E. McChesney, 1 
foot, actual distance 31 ft. } in; A. L. F. Dewette, 
1 foot 6 in. 0. 

Haves Far Race —First prize Bankers! 
Cup. 1, E. J. Libeand, scratch 2, H. E. Hay- 
ward, 15 yards; 3, H. W. Kilby, 30 yards; W. 
Goddard, 15 yards, 0; G. Watt, 20 yards 0. Time, 
ami . 14gsecs. Libeand by the end of the first lap 
had worked his way through the field, and won with 
the greatest ease by 15 yards, Kilby was a good 
third, 

Boys’ 220 Yarps Race.—(Bays 10 to 15; first 
prize presented by Mi. D. H, Blake), 1, K. Pea 
cock; 2,G. Iiwine;3,C Watson. Time 29}-ecs. 

Hica Jume.—Fust prize, the Steamship Cup. 
1, J. FZ Deammond, allowed 3 inches, actual 
height 5f. 2 inches; 2H. K. A. Onderdonk, 
scratch, §it. 4 inches; W. B. Masou, 3 inches, 
0; LB. McCnesrey, 5 inches, 

Quanrer Mice Feat Rack.—tst Prize Ladies? 

‘Teamen's Cup. 1, K. Vi Ro Smith, 
B Mason, 10 yards,3; H. W. 
Kilby, 25 yards; BE. W. Kilby, 20 yards, 0; E 
Adel, 20 yard‘, 0; H. Goddard 7 yards, 0; Re 
C.K. Johnson, 5 yards, 0 Time, §5 seconds, 
Smith won by about six yards 5 te five be- 
(ween second and thisd. Miss Poole presented 
the prize to the winner. 

Ginw’s Racn—r. Hilda Salabelle; 2, Clara 
Woodvuff; 3 Hilda Woodsuff. 





































































Purses 2nd, 


15 yards; 2, W 




















Sack Rice 50 yards.—1, A. Kugdon; EH. 
Lwine 05 W. Goddaid 0; W. B. Misono. 
Honpts Race, 120 yards, 10 lights, Frost prize 








Consular Cup.—t, E. J. Dyer, scratch; 2, H. K. 
derdonk, 5 yards; 3, W. B. Mason, § yards. 
Time, 19 seconds. Dyer wou easily 

Pot Jume. Fist prize Professional” Cup— 
1, H.S. Goddard, 1 foot, actual height, 8 feet gins 
2, E, Powys, 9’. 8 feet 6in ; 3, H. Ke A. Ouder- 
donk, 9 inches, 8 feet gu. This event was ex'te- 
mely well contested, and bath the winner and 
Onderdonk deserve congratulation on theit feats. 

Mize Race —Fust prize, Mr, Data's Challenge 
Cup. 1, EW. Kilby, 80 yards Libea 
scratch ; 3, OM. Poule, 50 yards ; & C. Allee! 
scratch,o, KC. Davis, 15 yards,o; W.G» ddard, 
20, yards, 0; H. BE. Hayward, 40 yatds,o, H. 
liwine, 60 yards, 0; E_H. Morse, 70 yards, 0; C. 
S. Mos:, 80 yards, 0; G Watt, 60 yards, 0 
4mm. 574 secs. Libeaud made a game stiuge 
to make up the start allowed the limit: man, bi 
was unable to overhaul him, and Kilby won with 
ease. 








































At the conclusion the prizes were distributed by 
Mis. Mplilison, 
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THE WRECK OF THE P.& 0. 


“ CHINA.” 
eg 

GRAPHIC ACCOUNTS BY EYE, WITNBSSES OF 

THE DISASTER, 

Full details have been received at Bombay from 
Aden correspondents stating how the China came 
to grief on Azalea Point, Perim, on March 24th, 
and the story is interesting as showing.once 
Now ‘bravely the crew and passengers of a British 
liner can face danger, when it falls across their 
path, Steaming at 15 knots the ship had Per 
fairly close at dinner time. 
ing closed in, was neither clear nor tl 
upper atmosphere was clear, but a slight 
hung over the surface of the w: 
was fresh from S.E. At 8.15 p.m., 
saloon was nearly over, and many had alveady left 
to enjoy the evening on deck, when at that 
moment the signal bell to the engine room was 
d was seen looming abead, and a harsh 
crushing sound was heard above the 
wind, and the ship had struck. To reverse the 
helm hard over was the work of an instant; but 
the ship remained firm from that moment. I was 
a dark night with a rising sea, which had already 
begun to break over as the sip canted slightly to 
starboard, 
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while the wind 





















PERFECT DISCIPLINE. . 
There were over 400 passengers on board, many 
of them women and children, but there was no 
panic. Even before many had time to realise 
what had happened, the ship’s band stiuck up in 
the music room, and a succession of lively airs, 
coupled with the assurance of offices that 
there was no danger, brought calm courage where 
fear and dismay might well have been preseut, 
Rockets and blue lights were now burnt, and a 
boat manned by stewards was sent round to Perim 
Harbour to obtain assistance. AUTI 30 p.m. the 
pilot arrived and, after examining the position of 
thetship, advised the removal of the passengers to 
the'shore. 











REMOVED WITHOUT A CASUALTY. 
The stern of the ship had swung round to the 
West, and the wind was right on her starboard 
side, thus enabling boat operations to be conduct- 
ed in somewhat calmer water, Without this pro- 
tection the landing would have been well nigh 
impossible, Mr, Beevor, Chief Officer, and Mr. 
Pullen, the Second Officer, then successfully es. 
tablished communication with the shore by means 
of cables, By a bridle attached to these cables 
the boats were ferried across from s\ to shore. 
‘The Purser (Me. ]. Watt) and the ship’s stewards 
worked, in the words of a passenger, * like Br ito 
Fist the women and childiea were saved, though 
some ladies elected to stand back tll their use 
bands? tu ved. HM was a strange scene as 
witnessed in the strong glace of the electric light, 
which all night long, thanks to the excellent work 
of the Bagineers, who, under the able guidance of 
the Chief Engineer (Mr. Smith), never left their 
posts, lit up sea and shave alike by its bright 
gleam, and showed the absence of those dangers 
which datkness might have suggested, The ladies 
vied wih the men in calm courage and absence of 
wpa The whole work was personally super- 
intended by Captain de Home, and by 3 aan, on 
the 25°h March the landing of the passengers was 
compreted without a single casualty of any kind, 




































THM MISERIES OF SHIP-WRECK! A WILD 
RESTING PLAC! 

Perim Island, inhabited as it is by some 150 
souls, does not offer very hospitable shelter to over 
400 people suddenly stranded on its shoves, but 
everything possible under the circumstances was 
done Lo mitigate the lot of those who had to spend 
the long night on the island until avsistance could 
herendered. Tnvalids among the passengers were 
sheltered under canvas erected for their comfort, 
nid all endeavoured to make best of their surround= 
igs. Nothing more could be done save wait on 
the sandy beach till break of day. The sium at leagth 
shone out motley crowd vi g in garb hom 
conventional black and white evening deess to the 
more primitive costumes of night dress and pyj 
mas. Aad there lay the China with her great 
decks towering out of waters “ stiong in death,” 
There, by a strange ivony of fate, within a few 
yards of her, the boilers of the Hongkong still held 
out against (he pitiless break of the waves. The 
sandy beach way bounded on the West by cliffs, 
which rose gradually to a height of 250 feet, soon 
to be scaled by all. ‘The stewards of the ship were 
eatly at work, and stores galore were sent on shore, 
A TRAMP TO THE HARBOWR.--TIMELY ARRIVAL 

oF THR “CARTHAGE.” 

It was quite obvious when the rescue was at- 
tempted, that embarkation at this p f the Ise 


land would be. allended w with some tisk and much 
Jriginal T 
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discomfort, and that by far the more suitable spot 
was Per 
Istand, 


" Harbour, which hes to the South of the 
So a pilgrimage was organised to that 
d the whole company reached Pevim 
d were cheered by the good news thal 
the P. and O. Carthage had already atived fro} 
made « very quick run, She 
only received the news early on Friday morning, 
but steam was got up at once, and she reached 
Peri at 1.15 p. same day. It was a most 
fortunate crcumstance that a ship belonging to 
the Company was so accessible, as Perim would 
have been a dreary and desolate spot for a pro- 
longed stay, and ight glad were the passengers 
to vace more find themselves on board ship. 
THE VOYAGE RESUMED 

All Saturday and Sunday were required to 
transfer the baggage, mails, parcels post, and 
specie, a very heavy task, ‘The mail was a very 
large one, and the China had now 14 feet of water 
in the forehold, The Third Officer, Mr. Brooks, 
tendered yeoman service in his efforts to recover 
passengers’ baguage, Perim was left at 7 p.m. 
on the 27th March, Suez teached at 5 a.m, on the 
ist, all the passengers being in good health, 
save that some were suffering from the 
strain of excitement through which they had 
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Ik may also be mentioned that as 
information of the disaster was received 
in Adew, H, M.S. Orlando, 11. M Racoon 





and the R. I. M.S. Mayo, in addition to the 
P. and O. Carthage, stated for the scene of 
the wreck to render what help they could. On 
atrival at Petim, the Orlando, which was proceed- 
ing homewards from Australia, volunteered to 
take the mails to Brindisi; but it was, as aleady 
mentioned, decided 10 use the Carthage for the 
purpose. Although the accommodation on the 
Carthage was limited, all the passengers preferred 












to put up with the inccnvenience instead of returns 
ing to Aden and waiting for other homewar d-bo 
steamers. Itevas expected that some would elect 


to du so, and both hotels at Aden had been en. 
gaged for them, 
FUTILE ATTEMPTS TO GET THE “ CHINA” OFF 
Salvage operations were quickly started. Tugs 
divers' lighters, pumps, and all necessary ap. 
es for saving the ship and cargo were soon 
sent up by the Agent of the P, and O. Company, 
but very little success attended their efforis. Iv 
was found most difficult to keep the water down, 
the vessel's fore bulk heads having been stove in 
She is lying in a very dangerous position, just 
below the signal station light. Aft she is afloat 
in five fathoms of water, while forward her diaught 
shows sixteen feet. The tugs cannot get at ler 
forward, as only lighters can be got round he 
bows. iards all progress, and adds to the 
possibility of hee becoming a total weck, Little 
of the cargo has been salved up Ull now, but hupes 
ate entertained that wih the advent’ of betier 
weather, a good deal may yet be done in this 
tespect.. Much anxiety 
ultimate fate of the vessel 
writes an Aden corres; 
weather has abated considerably within the last 
day or two, and every effort is being put forth to 
get the China off. If this much to be desived end 
d, the task will be a long and tedious one 
nit af ihe po 1 which the ship is at 
ying. A quantity of cargo has been 
might back to Aden, including 1,800 tons of 
alian fiuit, and is now awaiting shipment.” 
—Times sof Ceylon. 


1HE SEIZURE OF FORGED BANK 
NOTES. 
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CLEVER REPRODUCTIONS OF THE ISSUE 
OF 4 HONGKONG BANK. 

Referring to the extensive seizure at Singapore 
of forged bank notes, the Singapore Free Press 
of April 28.1) says: 

The existence of a Continental “long” firm 
which appears to have been doing a very ex- 
tensive business in forged Hongkong and Shang 
hai bank-notes was brought to light yesterday, 
two arrests being made on board the steamer 
Preussen on a chaige of being found in posses: 
sion of counterfeit notes. Que of the passengers, 
named who it is said made him: 
self particularly pleasant to all the ladies on board 
on the way out, and was always ready tw older 
u ed quantities of champagne, yesterday 
offered a money changer on board a large sum in 
notes in exchange for cash. The money 
changer was unable lo undertake so big an opera 

it was mera that Grosse should go to 
a y changet's place in KX 
did later in the day and offered 26 notes of $50 
each and 50 wotes of $25 each, a total of $2,550, 
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felt concetning the |4 


dent, “IT hear that the| 4 


with a request for change. After some haggling 
the price was agreed upon, and the Kling handed 
over 236 sovereigns. Shortly alterwards he be- 
came tormented with doubts as to the genuineness 
of the notes and tvok some of them to the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, who declared 
them to be forgeries. Grosse was sent for 
detained until Inspector Bourne arrived, ne 
ouly account he gave as to how the notes came 
into his possession was that he had bought them 
of a money changer in Colombo. Permission was 
then obtained from the Consul to search the ship, 
and it was there found that Grosse had travelled 
im Germany in company with a man named 
Schultz, and that they had stayed three weeks in 
Colombe, Schulz and Grosse sharing the same 
cabin, Search was made of all the baggage beloug- 
ing to Grosse, but nothing was found, until Inspec: 
tor Bourne asked for a small trunk with a patent 
spring lock to be opened. Guosse immediately 
protested, stoutly devied that it belonged to him, 
and challenged the right of the detectives to inter 
ferewith it, as it belonged to bis cabin mate 
Schutiz, The latter was immediately sent for, and 
fon being shown the box at once denied all know- 
ledge of it. Grosse was accordingly asked to 
produce his keys, and eventually the box was 
opened, when it was seen to contain assoited 
Lundles of notes laid flat in the box in piles of 
about $1,000 each, A suspicious movement on the 
part of Schuliz led the detectives to search him 
for arms, anda loaded revolver was found in his 
possession, a revolver not luaded being taken from 
The two men were then arrested, au 
laken ashore, this being about. 5.30 last evening. 
A fucther search was made, and 1 addition to the 
bogus notes twostamping machines for numbering 
notes consecutively and other counterfeiting imple- 
ments were discovered, together with a large sum 
gold and Bank of England notes, All the 
pposed Hongkong and Shanghai notes are 
clever reproductions of the issue of the Hong- 
kong branch, every detail, down io the signatures, 
being teproduced ; and itis curious to speculate 
what might have happened had the gang suc 
ceeded in teaching Amoy, Swatow, or Wousung, 
where the sham notes would have found a ready 
ency, Inall the total face value of the notes 
discovered must teach about $252,000, the value 
given by the prisoner Grosse. As alieady stated 
the prisoners are believed to have spent three weeks 
fy Colombo, where they purchased large quanti« 
ties of jewellery, lace, etc. and in this connection 
















































it may be noted that an unfortunate chetty 
is in custody in Penang for having counterfeit 
notes in bis possession, which it is sup- 
posed le may have come by honestly 


enough, but which led to his arrest when he tied 
lw exchange them, It is further stated that a 
tiumber of the notes in question were in circulation 
on board the steamer Preussen, and yesterday one 
of the passengers, apparently unwittingly, effected 
some small purchases in Messts. Katz Bros, with 

Bavk has since confiscated as a 
ng it was also cumoured that 
of bogus notes, amounting in all to 
over $6,000, had been discovered hidden in one 
of the beds of the cabin occupied by Grosse and 
Schultz, but asa careful search was made of the 
oom yesterday this may point tothe fact that there 
are still people on board belonging to the gang 
who wete anxious to get tid of their notes. 











THE ACCUSED BEFORE THE MAGISTRATE, 
‘The Straits Times of Apiil 28h says :— 





Heintich Grosse and George Schultz were charg: 
ed Lefure Mi. Wolferstan this morning with having 
Uied yesterday to exchange with a King money- 
changer, forged Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 
notes to the value of $2,550. Inspector Bourne 
explained that the prisoners had come from Colo} 
bo un buard the Preussen. When she arrived 
yesterday, they at once commenced upera 

and obtained £236 in gold, in ex 
efor the $2,530 worth of notes, The 
noney-changer then became suspicious and sent 
the notes to the bank, where they were pronounced 
The defendants were sent for, and 
ined at the bavk until the arcival of the 
police, when they were given into custody. On 
searching their cabins on the steamer, Inspector 
Bourne found forged notes purporting to be ol 
the value of $300,000. H. Grosse also handed 

a lar_notes. Each 
prisoner was found in possession of a machine 
for impressing and numbering notes; such notes 
had been freely circulated in Colombo, and it was 
feared, in. Penang, The accused had, apparently, 
bought a large quantity of jewellery there. Pre: 
Hab if notes were circulated there they would 
Government notes, Several wer e 
yesterday atthe Adelphi Hotel. The hearing of 












































the case was postponed till Thursday, the sth 
proximo. 





LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 
(From 1 Jaren Tow 


THE WAR. 


THE TWO FLEETS DRAW NEAR, 
BATTLE IMMINENT. 
London, May to. 
Reports brought by French steamers 
state that the American cruiser Mont- 
gomery was being chased by a powerful 
Spanish cruiser off Hayti. It.is believed 
that the fleets are approaching one another 
and that a battle is imminent. 


THE PHILIPPINES. 

‘(THE TIMES ” ADVOCATES AMERICAN 
OCCUPATION. 
ACQUISITION BY OTHER POWERS 
DISFAVOURED. 

The Times, ina leading article, remarks 
that the occupation by the United States 
will be the best temporary solution of the 
Philippines question. England, it de- 
clares, however, is unable to regard with 
indifference their acquisition by France, 
Russia or Germany. 


FIVE THOUSAND MEN FOR MANILA. 


CONGRESS THANKS COMMODORE DEWEY. 
London, May re. 

A force of 6,000 men is assembling at 
San Francisco, whence they will embarl< 
for Manila. Congress has passed a vote 
of thanks to Commodore Dewey, the 
Commander of the Asiatic Squadron, 


BRILLIANT ENGAGEMENT. 

The American torpedo vessel Wenslow 
fought a brilliant minor engagement on 
Sunday off Cardenas, tackling three gun- 
boats, and disabling one, while coming 
out herself unscathed, 


RIOTS IN SPAIN. 


Grave riots have occurred in many parts 
of Spain. 
SPANISH SQUADRON STILL AT CADIZ, 
FIELD LEFT FREE TO AMERICA. 
London, May 12. 
The Spanish Squadron remains at 
Cadiz. This changes the situation, as it 
leaves America free to attack Porto Rico 
and Cuba without delay. 
Hongkong, 11.37 p.m., May 8. 
According to intelligence brought from 
Manila yesterday by the Hugh McCulloch, 
an engagement took place off Cavilé on 
the 4th instant between the American and 
Spanish squadrons. The Spanish squadron 
was completely destroyed, its loss in kill- 
ed being 200, and in wounded, 600. The 
American ships are said not to have suf- 
fered at all. 


[Another telegram received in official quarters 
says that the number of Spanish ships destroy. 
ed was twelve. If that be the case, the loss of 
life is disproportionately small.—Eo, ¥.M.] 
Cavité harbour has been taken posses: 

sion of by the United States squadron, and 

Manila is now blockaded. 


SERIOUS RIOTS-IN ITALY. 
SANGUINARY FIGH'IING IN THE 
STREETS. 

London, May 9. 

The Bread Riots in Italy are increasing 
in gravity, especially in Pavia, Florence 
and Leghorn, ‘The riots are believed to be 
largely political. Serious conflicts, attend- 
ed with loss of life have occurred between . 
the people and the troops in Milan. The 
streets are barricaded, trains have been 














overturned and property demolished. 
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MILAN UNDER MARTIAL LAW: TERRIBLE 
LOSS OF LIFE. 
London May to. 

A force of 800 men is now in occupa- 
tion of the streets at Milan. Fugitives 
from the city say that 300 rioters have 
been killed and 1,000 wounded, The city 
is now quiet. 

THE RISING IN SIERRA LEONE, 
COLONIAL SECRETARY SAYS REPORTS ARE 
EXAGGERATED. 

London, May 11. 

In the House of Commons, Mr..Cham- 
berlain stated that the reports of the 
rising in Sierra Leone were exaggerated. 
There was no intention to despatch Euro- 
pean troops. 

THE FRENCH ELECTIONS, 
REPUBLICAN MAJORITY. 
Loudon, May 12. 

The French elections have resulted in 
the return of 211 Republicans, 136 Ex- 
treme Left, 36 Monarchists, and 180 
Ballotages (?) 

THE LEASE OF WEI-HAI-WEI. 
TO BE GARRISONED BY BRITISH TROOPS. 

Two British regiments from India will 
proceed to Wei-hai-wei at the end of the 
year. 

GRAVE SITUATION IN ITALY, 

THE COUNTRY UNDER MARTIAL LAW. 

RAILWAYS SEIZED BY THE MILITARY. 

Martial law prevails over the greater 
part of Italy. All railways-have been 
placed under military control, and a rigid 
censorship prevents the interchange of 
news, It is evident that the country is 
passing through the gravest crisis since it 
attained its unity. 





London, 3 p.m., May 7. 
The Chinese Plenipotentiary this day 
paid over to the Japanese the sum of 
£11,008,857.16.9 in English gold coins. 
With regard to the sum to be received in 
Berlin, namely, one million pounds sterl- 
ing, no intelligence of its having been 
paid over had been received up to 6 p.m. 
yesterday. 
(The above is taken from the Chuo Shimbun.) 








(Received by the Fi.) 
FRESH CLAIMS BY FRANCE. 
Peking, May to. 

The French Government has proposed 
fresh claims to the following effect ;- that 
30,000 taels be paid as compensation to 
ihe families of the murdered missionaries, 
that a church be established as a mem- 
orial of those murdered, and that the 
railway be extended from Nanking, of 
Kwangsi province to the coast of Canton, 

CHINA’S CONCESSIONS. 

MINING AND RAILWAY ENTERPRISE. 

Peking, May 5. 

A railway line reaching to Hwang Ho 
will be constructed in order to transport 
the mining products which are being ex- 
cavated in the province of Shangshi by a 
joint firm of British and Italian merchants. 

THE TIENTSIN CONCESSION TREATY. 

Peking, May tr. 

The ‘Tientsin concession treaty has been 
signed. Japan has acquired by virtue of 
the treaty a spacious concession on the 

upper course of the Pei-ho Japan has 
also secured the right of constructing a 
break-water on the lower course of the 
river and of establishing a tramway thence 





RUSSIA’S SLICE. 

Peking, May 8. 
The extension of land leased to Russia 
in the Liaotung Peninsula covers 800 
square miles, from Pi-tsz-wo in the East 
to Adams Bay in the west inclusive. The 
Russian Government will despatch at least 

15,000 soldiers to act as garrison there. 

EXPANSION OF BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 
The area of land which has been added 
to the British possessions extends for 200 
square miles in Kowloon, opposite Hong- 


kong. 
THE RIOT AT SHASHI. 


Peking, May ro. 
At 7 p.m. on the gth instant, a mob of 
Chinese rioters burned the Japanese 
consulate, the offices of the steam-ship 
company, and the custom house in Sha- 








shi (the new settlement in Szechuen 
established by the Shimonoseki Treaty), 

Another telegram of same date adds 
that the officials of the Japanese Consulate 
barely escaped . with their lives and took 
refuge on board ship. 


Shanghai, May 11. 

On the night of the gth inst, a riot 
arose at Shashi, and the British Consulate, 
the premises of Jardine, Matheson & Co., 
the China Merchants’ Steam Navigation 
Company, and the residence of the Com- 
missioner of Customs were reduced to 
ashes by the rioters. All the foreign 
residents here are safe. The disturbance 
has now subsided (10.45 a.m.) 





THE DISTURBANCE AT SHASHI. 

(Official Telegrams fiom the Japanese Consul.) 
Shashi, May 11. 

I meant to-day to go down the river as 
far as Hankow, but the Taotai strongly 
urged me to give it up, representing to 
me the dangers attending such a journey. 


He requested me either to continue my |~ 


stay at his Yamén, or if I must go under 
any circumstances, to get on board a 
steamer from a safe spot in the neigh- 
bourhood. I am, consequently, making 
inquires about steamers. The Customs 
business being stopped, there is no means 
of despatching postal communications. 
The premises of Messrs. Jardine, Mathe- 
son & Co., and of the Chinese Merchants 
Navigation Company have beeu com. 
pletely burnt, but those of Messrs, Butter- 
field & Swire are safe. The British 
Consul was absent, but the ship on board 
which he used to live was able to cut her 
mooring, and float down the river, thus 
escaping from any harm. ‘Three Customs 
officials, with their families, were able to 
escape, but all their property has been 
destroyed by fire. Two churches, being 
removed from the seat of disturbar 
escaped being burnt down, The mission- 
aries, five in number, left for Hankow in 
company with the Customs officials. 
MR. EITAKI ESCAPES TO KING-CHOW. 
Shashi, May 12. 
Consul Eitaki, is now in King-chow i 
tending to proceed to Han-kow. ‘The 
mob continues very turbulent, 














(Fmow tae Catye Gazerre") i 
BLACK FLAGS ON THE War PATH. | 
; Hongkong, May 6 
Three thousand Black Flags have assembled | 
at Wachow owing to «dispute between soldiers 
and the Cninese belonging to the Commissioner 
of ILM, Customs. Ten mandarins have arrived 





(From Jaravase Pavers.) 
FIRE IN OSAKA. 
Osaka, May 11. 
This morning at 1.30, fire broke out at 
the Sa'phuric Acid Manufacturing Company’s 
works in Sakai city, and destroyed 20 buildings, 
belonging to the firm. Two policemen and 
some ten firemen were seriously injured, and 
the losa to the firm amounted to yen 240.000, 
only yén 70,000 of which is covered by insurance. 
FOR WEI-HAI-WEL. 
Shimonoseki, May 12. 
Colonel Nagaoka and other staff officers left 
for Wei-hai-wei to-day. 
BIG FIRE AT KIRIU, 
Sano, May 12. 
This morning at 9 o'clock, fire broke out at 
Kiriu-machi, Several hundred houses were 
destroyed. 
THE WEI-HAI-WEI GARRISON. 
Ujina, May 12. 
The steamship Gaisen Maru and seven 
others arrived here from Wei-hai-wei, bringing 
2,596 soldiers and officers, and 217 horses, 
TROOPS FOR VLADIVOSTOCK. 
Nagasaki, May 12. 
The Ri Volunteer steamer Niji Noo- 
gorod arrived here this morning at 9 o'clock en 
route to Viadivostock, bringing 800 soldiers from. 


Odessa, 

NEW BANK. 3 
Nagano, May 12, 
The Agricultural and Industrial Bank will be 


opened on the 16th inst. 
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MAIL “EAMERS. 
———+ 
‘THE NEXT MAIL IS DUE 
From Line. Steamer, Date, 
Hongkong .. M.M.Co. Yarra W. May at 
gkonR 0,& 0.Co, Belgie 2 Th, May 19 
Ametiea M.Co, C. of R. de Je0.3 Th. May 19 
Canndn, 8 P.R.Co, Em. ofChina 4M. May a3 
Hongkong &O Co. Rohilia Tu. May a 
Hongkong GP. RCo, Bm. of Japon Th. May 96 
America 0.% 0.60, Venus § Th, May 36 
Hongo P.LM.Co, Peru Su. May 99 
Americn 0. & 0.Go. Gaelic 6 ‘Su. May a9 
Europe N 0, Loyd Hohengollern = W. Juue & 
3 Left Honekong on the roth inst. 
@ Left Hi ngkong on the roth inst. 
3 Left San Francisco on the goth April. 
4 Left Vancouver on the oth inst. 
§ Left San Francisco on the 7th inst 
6 Left San Francisco on the roth inst, 
THE NEXY MALL LEAVES 
Line. Steamer, Date, 
P.&O, Co Rosetta ‘Tu, May 17 
NY.K, Satsuma Mara W. May of 
PLM.Co, C.of R.deJ*to F. May 0 
0.40.60, telgic Sa, May ar 
+.P.R.Co, Km.ofChina = M. May a3 
M.M.Co. Yarra W. May a5 
Fada, BC owe C PLR.CO, Emvof Japan, May a7 
kong O.& . Gaelic M. Ma. 30 
P. Peru Ta, May 3x 
N. Hohevzollern —F. June 10 














RAILWAY TIM“ TABLES, 
ao eee 
YOKOHAMA AND SHIMBASHI. 

Vorouama—s 20, 6.15, 7.10, 8.08, 847, 9.20, 

9-57» 10.45, 11.50 a.m. 5 12.45, 1.35, 2.25, 2.50, 

3-35: 4-15) 4.55. 5 25, 6 13, 7.15, 8, 8.50. 9.45, 
10.25, 11.20 p.m. 

SHimBASHI—4 40, 6, 6 

10.25, 11.10, 11.50 4 














7:25, 8.15, 9, 9.45. 
12:30, 1, 1.40, 2.35, 





Yokohama 

Vokobama 

Vokohuima 

Vokohama 

Yokohama ... 7.06 p.m. 





Yowouama ann Nikko. 








inside the walls of Tientsin, 





ity Go gle 


to consult and the Custom House is guarded 
by soldiers. 








am. pm 
957 1245 

11.10 200 

1.27 327 

ni: 440 030 

Arrive Nilo oe 615 7.15 
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DESTRUCTIVE WHIRLWIND. 
Morioka, May 13. 
On the night of the rtth inst, a strong wh 
wind raged on the coast near Miyako village, 
and over three hundred fishing boats, contain 
ing 1,500 fishermen, are reported missing, and 
it is feared many must be lost. 





P Later. 
Seven fishing hoats of Omoto and sixteen of 
Shimanokashi and Raga, with 127 men, seem to 
have been lost. The warship Amagé will be 
sent to try to rescue the missing boats, 








CHESS. 





All Communications to be addressed to the Curss Epiton, 


va and the Tokyo Chess Clubs are 


jonths. 





he summer 








Sovutios oF Prosi No. 367. 


wnire, BLACK. 
1—Bw B 5 1—P takes B 
2—P takes P 2—K takes P (forced) 


3—Q to B7 mate 


Pw Ky 
2—Kto Kt 4 a= P takes P (forced) 
3—P to K 5 mate 
Correct solutions received from W.H.S., M.W., 





D.D., and Marco, 
W.HLS and Skak are to be credited with cor 
rect solution of problem 366. 





Prontum No. 370. 
By H. W. Burar. 





wore, 
White to play and mate in three moves. 


Gamu No. 385. 
U.S. CuamPionsuie Marca. 
virTH OAME. 


White—Pillsbury. Black—-Showalter. 




















WHITE, | BLACK. wie. BLACK 
iP - POY 2K Qq Ke Kg 
2P QB, PK 29P Kz PR4 
3QKtB3 KKtB3 | 30Q Kz 
FBKs Ke 31 QO Rs 
$PK3 QKQ2 | 32 PxP 
6 Kt Bz Castles 33 R Bs 
7PxP —- PxP 34 QR Bog 
3B % P B3 33 9 Bs 
9QB2 RKq 36 K BS 
10 Cts. KR Kt Beq | 37 RxR 
mKeKs Ki Kis 38 R Bs 
12BxB QxB 139 xP 
13 KtxKt  BxKt go R B-q 
14 OR Ksq Q B3 4 Ki Bz 
15 P ORg 42 Q Ksch 
(a) RK 43 OxPch 
16 POK4 QR Ksq_ | 44 Ki Kach 
17 P Rts Kg 45 KixQ 
18 P By BS 40 PQ5- 
199 02 BBs 47 KtPxP 
20 P Rs K3 48 Pxke 
a1 BxB xB | 2 R Bs 
22 P RO PxP(b) | 50 Kt Bg 
23 Kink P g 2 gt P 06 
24 PxP(c) R3 52 R B7 
25 Ki B3 Ox 53 P Q7 
20 R Kisq B3 aR BS Resigns 


5 
27 KRB-q 6 Q3 | 
Notes from St. James’ Budget. 

(a) This advance is attended with remarkable 
results, 

(b) White isolates Black’s pawns, however, he 
may play. 

(c) Clever again, If Q takes Kt, 25—R to Kt 
*9/4) ICR to Q 2, 39—Kt to B 3 equally wins the 
pawn. 

(e) To bring up the king am, 

(1) A bold ant clea DI 





«| energetic end game attacks :— 


Googl 


Enp Games Stupy. 


The following is an example of Paul Morphy’s 











wuitx.—Morphy, 


tRK&8 = RB-q 5BB6  PxP 
2K B22 P Kg 6PeP RR Ktsq 
3K Kz P Kt 7K Bg 

4K Q3 P Ky 


The Black forces being all engaged by the com 
hined action of the White Rook, passed Pawn aud 
Bishop, the co-operation of the King is all th 
necessary to decide the day. 











former matches of the kind, the two centres, albeit 
some 3,500 miles apart, are brought into close 
touch, Si. is this the case that in obviously 

the moves ate exchanged— 
reply—often in something 

d when a play 
a difficult » there 
ate long waits, just asin ordinary toumament and 
match play. As the time consumed by the ine 
dividual player is, however, carefully kept by the 
aid of the patent chess clocks, he is bound to make 
at least 20 moves in every hour of his time, 

The openings adopted were mostly of a close 
nature, Boards 1 and 2 bore a very near resem- 
blance, Board 3 was alsoa Queen’s Pawn Open- 
ing, as were Nos. 9 and 10.” Me. Atkins played 
Tschigorin's 2.—Q to K 2 in reply to a French Dee 
fence at board 4, and Mr, Young tied a Queen's 
Fianchetto Defence (I—P to K 4, P to K3 32. P 
toQ 4, PtoQ Ki 3; 3—B to Q 3, Bto Kt 2) at 
board 8. AU board § there was a Ruy Lopez. and 
at board 6 another Hench. Board 7 wasa Two 
Knights Defence. 

Although this was the fifth match of the kind 
if we include that which remained unfinished i 
1895 and the match between the House of Com- 
mons and the House of Representatives last year, 
the marvel of the telegraphic communication is 
tno degree lessened, and perhaps, even more than 
the play itself, this will strike the imaginatia 
The wires sum, starting from this side, to the Royal 











der a 
needs 




































Exchange, th. to Wes ~uper-Mare and 
round the South of Ireland to Cape Cans, Nova 
Scotia, which again is 850 miles from Brooklyn, 





Inside the actual rooms of play no great excites 
ment isapparent. Here in England, the players 
were seated at their boards, attended by their tel- 
lets. ‘These are mostly gentlemen of the Br 

















FT aikies R Bq WK BS BK 
8K Kis R Koq |12 RR KxR 
9KR6 ~ RBsq 13 P Queens BxQ. 
wKKiz7~— R Ktsq 14 KxB Resigns. 
Game No, 386. 
A Trirte rrom Stncapors. 
DAMIANO GAMBIT. 
White—Mes A, L. Chittenden Black—Messrs. J. B. Elcum 
1d W, Mosbergen. d W. Makepeace, 
WHITE. BLACK. WHITE. BLACK. 
iPK K. 6 Kt QB3 P 
2kr KB3 P KB3(4) 7 td pa 
3PQs(v) PxP(c) 8 KixP Q Q3(4) 
RKP Kt K2 | 9 BBy — Resigus(e) 
5BQBy P B3 


Notes from the China Mail, 
is opening is very rarely adopted in any 
play. 
The usual move is Ki takes P, and then Q 








ion 
b) 1 


¢ 
to R§ ch, &e. 
(c)°A sertons mistake, Kt to Q Bg should have 


heen played here, If Pto Q 5, Ktto K25 but, 
if P takes P, P takes P, 
(d) Ke takes Kt was th 
(e) There was no possi 







ly sa move. 


lity of saving the Black 





Game No. 387. 
Aw Expert Trapreo. 

That the pinning of the King’s Knight is often 
a stupid ar t when the game is undeves 
loped ix well in the following skirmish, 
which occu Mieses and Ochquist, 
two well-known player 

CENTRE COUNTER GAMBIT. 
White—Mieses. Black—Ochquist. 











WHITE. BLACK. WHITH. BLACK, 
1PKy PQ 5K KBs BKis 
2 PxP oer 6 PQs, Ku ky 
3 Kt QB3 OQ Q-q 7 Kixkt(a) 

4PO4  KtOB3 and White wins. 


NOTH. 
(a) If now B takes Q, White wins by Bto QKt 
sch, 


Honckono. 

At the annual general meeting of the Hongkong 
Chess Club last week the question was to be de- 
cided whether the Club, in accordance with its 
now established habit, is to keep its doors open 
At the end of Ap 
eys were still in full swing. 






Norns. 

Mowing report of the international 
The Times :— 

ermational contest for the trophy pro- 
vided by Sir George Newnes took place on Friday 
and Saturday, March 180 and rgth last, and ree 
sulted in a win for England, as last year, by 54 to 
4h. Play was carried on by meansof the AUantic 
phic arangements being in the 

ial Cable Company. 
the English side the grand hall of the Hotel Ceci 
had been secured, the Prince’s hall having proved 
inadequate last year. ‘The Brooklyn team played 
in the Academy of Music. Special wires are cartied | 
ee these cooms For the occasion, and thus ay in 


We take the fo 
cable match tron 














cables, the telex: 


























UNIVERS 


Chess Club, who keep the scores, cary the 
sages to and fro, attend to the clocks. 
the players’ personal requirements, dc 
sell-sactificing work is worthy of 












layed on the 
boards to 
enable the public to follow the play, including a 
Rigantic one with pieces a foot high, in the centre 
ot the room, 


In his “ Grand Tactics of Chess,” just published 
hy Roberts Brothers, Boston, Brankiyn K. Young 
lays down the principle that the accupation of that 
great centeal diagonal of the Chess-board which 
extends toward that side on which the opposing 
King has castled or must ultimately castle, is 
the chief essential for the winning ef agame. ‘To 

blish his Pawns upon this diagonal, and par+ 
ticularly to occupy this diagonal by Pawns which 
extend by one and two squares into the hostile 
lines, should be the primary object of each player. 























Oxford and Cambridge have received a chal- 
lenge from the American Universities to play a 
match by cable. The challenge having been ace 
cepted the match was to take place on April 20th, 








LATEST 


SHIPPING. 

=p 

Ulysses, British steamer, 2,281, R. J. Brown, 7th 

May,—Liverpoo! via ports, Kobe 6th May, 

General —Butterfield and Swire. 

Argyll, British steamer, 1,886, W. Ward, gth 
May.—Hongkong via ports, Kobe, 7th May, 
General. —Dodwell, Carllil & Co. 

Astec, Hawaiian steamer, 2,303, G. Trask, oth 
May,—Sau Francisco, 16h April, Mails and 

al,—P, M.S.S. Co. 

Rosetta, British steamer, 2,039, E. B. hop, oth 
May,—Hongkong via Nagasaki, and Kobe, 8th 
May, Mails aud General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Ingraban, German steamer, 864, Ed. Piper, gth 
May,—Hongkong, 2nd May, Rice.—Chinese, 

China, Hawaiian steamer, 2,422, W. B. Seabury, 
roth May,—Hongkong via ports, Kobe, git 
May, Mails and General,—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Whampoa, Bi steamer, 1,109, A. W. Saies, 
Toth May,—Saigon via Hongkong, 3:d May, 
Rice.—Butte: fidid & Swire. 

Hounslow, Buitish, steamer, 1,796, Le Templier, 
11th May,—Hongkong, 3rd May, Rice and 
Sugar.—Dod well, Cailill & Co. 

Hohenszollern, German steamer, 2,376, H. Bleeker, 
Toth May,—Hongkong, sth May, Mails and 
General.—H. Aliens & Co. Nacht, 

Charterhouse, British steamer, 1,230, Smit 
May,—Singapore, 29th April, 
Reimers & Co, 

Yuen Sang, British steamer, 
May,—Moji, Ballast Jardine, Matheson &Co. 

Argyll, British steamer, 1,886, W. Ward, rth 
Nay,—Portland, Oregon, via Honolulu, Gene- 

—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

c 1 Agnstican barkentine, 379, Hansen, 

Fai ffi i edave, Ballast.—Captain, 
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) rth 
Rice. — Otto 





06, Kynoch, roth 












URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 

















g18 THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. [May 14, 1898. 
Laos, French steamer, 2,200, Flandiv, 11th May,—|N. M, Jobs G. Gibson, Mr. HL A.D. LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
Marseilles via ports, Mails aud General.—M.| Simpson Baelser, Mis. Trafford, Mi. G. Stone ; 
brink, Mr. Ottomor Lord, Me. E. Schmilenback, INBORIE 





ish steamer, 3,086, R. Webster, 
11th May,—London via ports, Kobe, roth May, 
General.—J ne, Matheson & Co 

Aldebaran, German ship, 1,836, Beans. 11th May, 
—Middlesborough, 6th Dec., Coke and Pig 
Tron.—W. M. Strachan & Co, 

Esmeralda, British schooner, 130, J. ‘Turner Hate 
tison, 11h May,—Guam, 26th April, Copra.— 
Jardine, Matheson & Co, 

Oceana, Geiman steamer, 1,629, Formes, 11th 
May, nba via pocts, General.—Simon, 
Evers & C 

Saint ‘Ninian, British steamer, 1,938, Haynes, 
11th May,—New York via Suez Canal and way 

ports, Shanghai, 7th May, General.—Brazar & 

Cc 

















Bowhead, Argentine Steam Whaler, 240, J. Cock 
13th May,—Norway via Suez Canal and Sing: 
pore, 16th Apsil, Ballast.—American Trading 
Co. 








DEPARTURES, 

Riojun Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,010, A. E. 
Moses, 7th M Seattle, Wash. via Kobe and 
Victoria, Mails ‘and Genetal—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Cart, German ship, 1,932, Hashagen, gth May,— 
Taltal, Chili, Bailast.—Captain, 

Hermes, Norwegian steamer, 765. J. C. Jensen, 
oth May,—Tio lie, Ballast.—-Jardine, Matheson 
& Co. 








Phaniz, Norwegian steamer, 1,964, M. Larsen, 
Raspe & Co. 





9} May,—Moji, Balla 

Candia, British steamer, 4,195, 
May,—London via ports, Maily and Gene: 
P. & O.S. N. Co. 

Bellona. German steamer, 2,663, Vow Binzer, toh 
May,—Havre and Hamburg via ports, General. 
—Simon, Evers & Co, 

Japanese steamer, 1,645, R. Swain, 
12th Ma—Shanghai via ports, Mails and Gene- 
ral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

China, Hawaiian steamer, 2,690, W. B. Seabury, 
11th May,—San . 
and General —P, M. S.S. Co. 

Sarpedon, British steamer, 2,828, Grier, r1ilt May, 
—Liver pool via ports, General,—Butteifield & 
Swire, 

Fooksang, Britis steamer, got, Anderson, 1b 
May—Mej, Ballast.—Jardine, Matheson & 














Hawsi: British steamer, 1,158, Fraser, 12th May, 
—Moj, Ballast. Butterfield and Swire. 

Astec, Hawai camer, 2,303, G, Trask, rail 
May,—Hon via Kobe, Mails and Gene 
ral —P. M.S.S. Co. 

Omi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,533, C. Young, 
21th May,—Sydney and Melbourne ports, 
Mails and General—Nippon Yusen Kaisha 

Heiyen Kan (7), Japanese gunboat, 2,185, Capt. 
K. Obtsuiea, t2th May,—Vokosuka. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, H. Bleeker, 
13th May,—Hongkong Kobe and Naga: 
suki, Mails and General.—H. Ahrens & Co., 
Nacht. 

Charterhouse, British steamer, 
13th May,—Kobe, Rice—Ovo Ret 























1,230, N. Smith 
ers & Co. 





Evandale, British steamer, 2,468, ]. Buyers, 14:h| vy. 


May,—Neweastle, New South Wales, Ballast. 
—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Canton, British steamer, 2,164,D.C: Gregor, 14h 

;—London via ports, Mails and General.— 


Pex O. S. N. Co, 








PASSENGERS, 
ARRIVED, 


Per British steamer Roseffa, from Hongkong via 
ports :—Mr, C. Campbell, Mr. EF. Hart, Mr. G. 
Mudge, Miss Hogg, Mr. H. C. Field, Lieut,-Co!. 
Ross, Capt. Lock, Mr. Zaviiz, Mr. E. B. Hunt, 
Capt. Bruch, Paymaster Herzog, Mes. Weigh 
Miss Braess, and Mv. and Mis, Hevapalt, in c 

Per Hawatiaw steamer China, from Hongkong 
via ports :—Miss M. Allen, Mc. E. Bates, Mr, 
Peter Harvey, Mrs, Hien, Miss Halstead, Miss 














Iewin, Miss Lesser, Mr. G. Matsuo, Miss E. Mor. 
Fison, Miss Price, Mrs. C. L. Lickman, Miss 
Kittie Rickman, Mr. Chas. Rogers) M 






Stokes, Prof. H. Sharp, and) Mr, 
i cl Fur San Beucscoe-Det 
Mr. E. Gerecke, Miss Langleldi, Miss Morsow 
2 children, Rev. E. G. Tewkesbury, wile and two 

















children, Miss ALA. Russell, Atv, and Mrs. Ti 
Wheelock, Miss Wheelock, Mis. Lee Bo Lak, 
Mi. Eng Hook Fong, Mr. Wong Lin Cho and 
servant, Mr. Lee Lis, Me. Hip Lang, wite 





daughter, an y Hee and infant, in cat 


Per German steamer Hohensollern, Lam Ho 
kong w—Mr. and Mrs Baltzer, Me, Bael fr 
igitized oh | ie) 














Mr. M, Muller, Me. P. Sillins, Eng. A. Ullmann, 
Eng. A. Rogge, Eng, Pihyes, Mr. Hamada, Me. 
Amasa, and Mr. A. R. Baller, in cabin, 


Per British schooner Esmeralda, trom Guaw 
Mr, James A. Wilder and valet, Mr. Arthun Red- 
ding Joy, Mr. Robert Moore Hartter, and Mr. 
Antonio Palomo. 














DEPARTED. 








Per French steamer Laos, for Marseilles via 
potsi—The Princes of Baroda and suite, 
Captain Y. Anglada, Mr. Ortiz, Mr. Ed- 
watd H. Summers, Mi. HV. Gielen, Mr. E. 
Savonret, Mi. A. C. Read, Mr, BN, Leefe, Mr. 
Hunter Sharp, Mr. C, Thwaites, Mi M. N: 





bucodonosor da Casta, Mis. EK. Grali . 
Hibana, Miss M. K, Sutton, Miss Robertson, Miss 
Worley, Miss Cawer, Mr. H. Lohlin, Mr. C 
Eymard fils, Mc, Ed, Geach, Me. and Mrs, D. 
Brand, Misses Brand, Mr. and Mrs, Reyes, 
child ami 2 servants, Me. Martinho Marques, 
Mr, Geo. T. Myers, Mr. Solum M 

Qviedo, Me. E: Bivaige, Me. Nakeayay 
E. Vubiot, Mu, C. Torre 
and Mr, Payne, in cabin, 











a Rains BY tbe, 


se steamer Kobe Maru, tor Shanghai 
Lieut. S, Hata, Mt, S.’Kinashi, Dr. 
Elliott, Mr. and Mus. J. S, Clark, Miss Officer 











M.. Lindholm, and Miss Lindbol 
Hara, Mr. K. Kinashi, Mu. B. 

Mr. Y. Bujima, Me. and Mes. Matsuyama, 

Master H. Sugiyaatts and Miss + Arakawa, in 


second class; 52 Japanese, He i Chinese, in 
steerage. 


Per Hawaiian steamer China, for San Francisco 
via Honoluluz—Me. C. W. Atlers, Mi. W. As: 
sauck, Mes, A. V. Atchison, Miss Banks, Mr, and 
Mrs, R. Biitingham, Me. G. Brockmann, Mi, 
J.M. Chambers, Me. Wan. H, Converse, Mr. and 
Mis. Delafond, Mr. and Mis. Deming Jatves, 

Chas. J. Davol, Di. and 
Ms, Eng Hook 





Mr. V. A. Dodge, M 
Mrs. 





B.D. Baten, Me 1 
Mr, Gerecke, Mr. aud Mrs. ELH. Grosslet, 
xcellency van Gottherg, Mes. von Gottbergy, 
Mis, E,W. Harrison, Me, and Mus, Josep Re 
4, Mr. and Mrs and 































JOH. Hixon, M Hunt, 

weser, Mis, Chas. Kern, Mr. Ha 
Mes. FB. Lane, Miss C. J. Van O'Ln 
E. Lamble, Miss Ina Langleldt, Mr, B. 
Lowe, Mr. Ralph Lowe, Mes. Lee B. Lock and 
infant, Me. Lee Lin, Me. and) Mes. ~ Marsh, 
Me. F, Mesa, Mi, A. Mitchell, Mowow 
and two children, Mis, Noyes, Major and Mes. 
HLS. Prckaods, Col, and Mis. vou Oerizen, Mus, 
R.H. Passmore, Miss Russell, Mis. M.A. Ri 
yan, Miss Runyan, Me, and Mis. E. G. 





bury and child, Master Tewksbury, Lieut 
L. Thomas, R.A. Mr. and Mis. Alde 
dylee, Mis S. Wy. Thoradyke, Miss Ly Hee, Mr. 
Wilhelm Wachter, Me. and Mis. T. Ro Wheelock, 
Miss Wheelock, Mr. Wong Lum Cho and servant, 



























There are a few inquiries for certain cheap chops 
of Yarn, but as far as transactions are concened 
the market is practically a blank, ancy cottons 
and woollens show no improvement. As far as any 
business is done, prices rule at Inst week's rates. 

COLOR FIRCK GOOKS, 
284, 8b yda, syinches $2 55 to7 85 
nga—olh, 380 2.80 to 3.35 

1.89 to 200 
195 19.290 
200 t9 3.75 
0.184 to-o.as 















0,35 tn o.gt 







ogo tw ogah 


0.35 tw oa7h 





ws wv ae 
0.35 to 0.50 
0.60 10.075 
2.50 10 0.85 









51 @ 50 j 
In, S1@ SH inches ., 
5406 56 inches 


Gluthis—Pilot 





Riaulete—Sei 


rer. 0 50 tw 860 





9.751» 4.00 


1.50 to 870 








175 te 210 
240 te 270 
gon te 3.50 
oe 

4148-50 to 30.50 


.00 to 43 00 
44.00 to 43.00 
46.00 to 48.00 
5175 to 54.50 
6100 to 62.0 
75.0010 77.00 
99.00 to 100.00 
72 000 79 00 
89.00 to 95.00 
112,00 to 123.00 





38/42, Singles 
+ 3, Doubles 
+42, Doubles 


ran ricut, 
20.40 to 20.80 
20.50 to 21.00 
at” to argo 





‘ican Middling 
Indian Hiroach. 
Chinese .. . 





Market still very quiet; afew aucti 
damaged bar iron and wire have take 


sales of 









Rood ant nquace § inch, and upward.3.9s tw y 20 
von Plates, assorted Lae a 












i 4:20 10 4.50 
Sheet Iron 5.10 10 $20 
Galvanized 16 8.30 to 10.00 
V 650 to 750 
Lin Vater,’ yer bu Senta a0 
ig tran, fin 210 
Hoop Iron (4 to r¥ inch), 525 


Market quiet, with no appreciable. change in 
quotations, 











Mr. J.D. Weight, and Mr, aud Mrs, Jos. Winter-| American 42 00 to 2.07 
botham, in cabin, Russi 195 to 2.05 
Langkal - 185 
Per German sieamer Hohengollern, for Hong 
kon, orts t— Mr, th 0 te 
mg sie Pee Tai Ree aba Mis O.)  AatgalacMaailay 27,091 piculay China, 6568 
IN, Kevshaees Capt Be Gisodinane ble piculs, Sales at an advance of § t 20 sen per 
Mr. G. W. Middleton, and Mr. Va picul. Of Formosans there have bee tivals of 
AG ; 28,060 piculs; prices are 55 sen higher. 
— : Neown Ta 14.95 to 5.00 
CARGOES. Brown Man 5.25 ta £80 
: : Brown Dait 4.5010 4.55 
Per Hawaiian steamer China, for San Kian-| town Canter 440 to $50" 
cisco, May 10th — White Java and Pe 8.50 to 7.00 
wt j 


















, YORK. cuichow. + 
Shanghai =- = —_ 
Yokehama 239 1897 1.420 3,586 
Hongkong ee ae 
Vara! 386 1,807 15420 43,703 
SILK 

Pre 
FRANCKC FKE, MAREFDRD, vot aee 
Yokohama 62 - 162, 
vg - 16a - 162 


Raw and Waste Sill shipped per steamer Ho- 
hensollern :— 





RaW. Waste, 
Opt. Mtaly. Aust a Maly, “tnce, Eng. 

Sickie, Brennwald 
&C ian Gee ee ea 
Sieher & Co = =- = = = 
Dell'Oro & Gow, = gs Ya! > pe 





1 196 bales: Waste "sil. 
UN 


Robjgon & Co. 
ped ales bales Raw Sil 









7-50 10 9.00 


EXPORTS. 
The decline in prices, together with an increase 


in public confidence in the issue of the war, in- 
spired by recent American successes, has operated 
in bringing about an increased demand Ir 
Yorks and prices are accordingly ag: 
tise, The stock unsold in Yokohau 
59 565 piculs, and settlements from April 28ih to 
May gth, amount to only 405 piculs. 
RAW SILK. 












Quorations. 
"Wt, volea den, 
M5 14 ste 






wres—atra 
tures—Extra 
Filatures—No 
Milatmes—No. 
Filatures—No 


Nominal 
$930 to 940 
860 to 870 
820 to $30 
830 to 840 
850 to 860 
+ Rho to 84u 
820 to 83 
390 to goo 
+ 820 to 830 
800 to 810 
780 to 76u 
















nas, tate 
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Kakedas—Kaieo 
Kaled 
Kaked 
Kaked 
Kauedas—No 





840 to 850 
820 to 830 
790 to Boo 
760 to 770 
















‘There have been practi 
the past week, and the qu: 
48,899 boxes. Quotations are only vomir 

*  QuoTaTioNs. 





















445 to 120 
105 to 110 
oto 115 
100 to 103 
goto 95 
qoto 75 
Gsto 67} 
sto 120 
too to 110 
goto 95 
Goto 65 
ssto s7b 
95 to 100 
85 to go 
asto 30 
20 to 234 






Kibiso—Joshu, ‘i 
Kibiso—Bushu, Fair 





‘TKA. 
A lage business has been done during the last 





afew days ago purchases were 
‘uls, as compared with 10,883 iculs for a 
similar period last year, Prices on an average have 
been about 15 per cent. higher than in 1897, but 
there is now an easier feeling. The quality of the 
leaf, which at first was not so satisfactory, has im- 
proved. 











$10 to 44 
$38 to 38 
$36 to 3, 
$34 to35, 
Nomieal. 
Nominal. 
Nominal, 


Good Common 
Nominal. 


Common... 


EXCHANG! 


Rates continue unaltered but very 
from Londou being } higher sud ster 





wotas 
tions from China $10} higher, Rates on China 
ate eusier. 


Sterling Rank T. 









6 monthy’ wight 
bk wight 
ate ¢ months wight 
1k Hille on demand. 49 
te 4 months’ sight. 
Bank sight 

— Private ¢ monthw sigh 
Ow Hongkong —Bank sig) 

— Private todays” 
Oe Shanghai—Bank aight 

—— Private to day 
Ow Tndia—Bunk sight. 
Private 30 day 
Wer Silver (London) 4, 























On G 











ARR RRR RRA, 


. WATERING 
_ APPARATUS 


®  Non-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
| ‘and Street Washers. 
{Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘Apparatus. 
| Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast- 
Tron Cocks and Valves. 


E, GUESNIER, E.¢.P., 
Engineer and Cock tnt, 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
‘27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 
Hydropathic and Massage Appara- 
tis supplied to. the Vichy Co 
Vapour Bathe (Berthe system). 








Apply to Boves & Co,, agents for 
Pat bprnswersenn & Co., PARIS. 





December §, 1896. 


‘NEW TREATY. 


Cus of the NEW JAPANESE TREATY 
with FRANCE, ia Pamphlet Form, can 
be obtained at this Office. 

Price, 25 Cxnts. 

Japan Mail, No. 51, Main Sueet. 

Yokohama, April 6th, 1898. 











CUTICURA 





HAIR 


With clean, wholesome Scalp, free from itching, bleeding, and scaly eruptions, pro- 
duced by warm shampocs with Curicura Soar, and frequent dressings with Curt 
‘cura, groatest of emollients and purest of skin cures. ‘This treatment clears the scalp 
‘and hair of crusts, scales, and dandruff, soothes irritated and itching surfaces, stimu- 
lates the hiair follicles, nourishes the rcots and makes the hair thick, soft, and glossy. 


Sold throughout the world, British depot: F. Nxwargy & Soxs, London. Porrer Davo axp Camas 
Conn Sole Pepi Boson, U.S. A. ag" How to Produce Luzuriant Hair,” a 6t-page book, post free. 


519 











LEA & PERRINS 


OBSERVE THAT THE 
SIGNATURE 


1S NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 

OUTSIDE WRAPPER 
of every Bottle of the 

ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, } S i Uj CE 


Worcester ; 











May 8th, 1898. 


RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 


48ins. 





Go gle 








‘The Physician’s Cure 









and Export Oilmen generally. 


Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
Rp = =] 


safest and most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
and the Sich 











fhe Universal Remody for Acidity of the Stomach, 
‘Headache, Heartburn, Indiges' Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 


ean) M 
at MAGNESIA) lament 


Sold Throughout 


males 










September 19th, 1897. gm. 
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a ATKINSON'S 


| NEWEST PERFUME 


qemu laaics Castings, AOLINE.. 








‘Trade Mark on 








PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. “Most Refreshing.” 
ene Ge eee ska NICE ALWAYS, 

“SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULE OF CH AKACTER. Beticiousty, mavivina ii 

ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. ‘OR CROWDED ROOMS, 
A true natural perfume 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADKS, KIOSKS, CONS&RVATORI! ROOFS, made from flowers. 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, Not a Chemical Preparation. 
ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, “AOLINE” PERFUME, “Most Retreshing.” 
NUMMKOUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFKRENT REQUIRRMENTS, “AOLINE” Teisr SOAR 
iat ur the Comnplexion, 





MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY.| “AOULINE” rower powoEn impart 


aelightfal bloom to the complexio 
“AOLINE” sacters: cpeiehitey for Handker- 





TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, 
ne “AOLINE” voi eT Gaia; Softening and 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates ow application, entitying for the complexion 


Of all Chemists and Stores, 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. A 2'E RYRINGOM, Lay 20, Oe Dene Streey; Leaeee, 


INWENTORS OP ynMAT 


a “WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Scent.”—H.R.H.The Duchess of Yor 


ILKMAIND Fax) 


BRAND IN CHICAGO U.S. A. 


18 THE 


CONDENSED MILK [sins 


The “Willkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to WHO ISSUE SEM RANENSIVE MOST COM> 
contain «il the cream of the original milk. 
a In the process of manufacture nothing but GENERAL | CATALOGUE 
water is removed, nothing but the best aves "GUIDE. 
veined sugar added. 
Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
3 been abstracted, and ask for 
“idilkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 


TA. SAVY & Cco., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Coniectionery Plants. 


Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January 1st, 1886. 
























goes i, 21 tnchea),14 tg. 
> quotation: 









aye your request, induce your 
neighbors, friends and relatives to do so,and 

of our limitless facilities for filing orders expe- 
Sitiously at minimum prices. 


Goods Guaranteed a Reprvented or Moxey Refunded, 


Montgomery Ward & Co., 
CHICAGO, US. A. 
Ul to 120 MICHIGAN AVENUE. 

















£ GRETEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY'S PILLS. 


pf RSONS suffering from weak or debilitatep 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
af this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
November 21st, 1896. purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills 


his work entitled The Nile Tribut 
Lordered the dragoman Mahome- 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
‘soap, perfumery, ‘and chemicals. 


MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS. 


Address Messrs. 0. ROHDE & Co, 
YOKOHAMA. 








Sin Saunt Bares, 






wrctoee: 





mt the atir tat t wan'a Doctor, and Thad the west 
















































tthe service of the sick, with advice gratis. In 1 
; I bad’ carne apiliscnie’ tet oine tates anes 
quantity of Holloway" PIE, There ‘are month 
floret, ar, possessing unmistakable purgitive propertions 
5 Hote Ab poner wombat pag ee prensa 
: them af thelr ¥aluey"= 
; b SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
} t . 
ie ff oe up the system te resist HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 
hdvinfluenzal it Keeps. tne hea 
: ons invalids. A pertect essence. of id Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
{ CAN eee A CE os ea ofall kinds. It acto miraculously in heallog ulgerationss caning 
4 His. inthe Kitchewir provides ine i 
4 good Cookery-avpetising flavour, \ Mr. J.T. Coorar, 
} ment and digestibility. { \n China, published 
j oe ee i Gaiewege Olsatent, Weare/samete the ponies sta mois 
ans signal Eon i! could ontees their gratitodes andy in consequence, milk,fow! 
Euttery and. horse “ced posced In upon uss anit ak last’ a 
i ws as Soe tase ee sic 
q i | and the demand be 
1 | {he amailvemeiniog sto 
{ | Scid"by Schein tend Medicine Vendors then 
i wa 
4 a °- 
q 04, gote } 


ott 
4 INFrmion suce™ 
Se eeene aan 
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DEATHS. 
On the 15th instant at Kamakura, Murige 
Aones, wite of Charles David Wilkinson, of 
Hongkong. 





On the 19h May, in France, Monsieur Hewrt 
Scunuiper, Régent dela Banque de Fiance; 
fontatene des Usines du Creusot, Saone et 
Loire.—By Cable. 

At Queenstown, Ireland, Mary Louisa, the 
helaved wife of Francis Owston, aged 42 years.— 
By telegram. 

At No. 87, Settlement, at 3.15 am., on the 19th 
instant, Liny Francis Amecia, beloved wife of 
James ‘Weaver, Enq, wged 33 years. 














SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tux Diet was opened by the Emperor in person 
on the 19th inst, 


Tux death is reported from England of the Rt. 
. Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Tue Rossian Government has bought the 
English race-hoise Galtee More for £ 25.000. 





Prince Henry of Prussia may shortly be 
expected in Japan on a two months’ cruise, 


ApmiraL Dewey is redby COO intend 


e 


ing to starve the Spaniards into surrender: he 
will not bombard it until the arrival of troops, 


Tux bicycle races of the Y. C, and A. C., held 
on Saturday last, were very successfully carried 
oul, 








33|Tue Commander of the U, S. torpedo-boat 
| Winslow 


said to have been killed while lead- 
attack on Cardenas, 








| THe French Minister has addressed a demand 


to the Korean Government for sanction to en- 
gage in coal mining in Phyong-yang. 


23| Reuter alleges that the Americans have had a 


repulse at Cuda while attempting to land troops 
at Cenfuegos, and also at Cardenas, 


30 | SENOR SaGasta has declared in the Cortes that 


the present or any future government will pro- 
secuite the Hispano-American war to the bitter 
end. 


Mr. Naxawo, late Governor of Kanagawa, was 
buried in Tokyo with the honours due toh 
There was a large attend- 
ance at the funeral. 


Tux Japanese Consul, who went to Hankow 
after the disturbance at Shashi, will return to 
Japan to make a report to the authorities per- 
sonally of the facts. 


42|Mx. Buopeick, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
4 


War Office, den ies that either the Highland 
Infantry or the Yorkshire Regiment are to be 


5 | despatched to Wei-hai-wei. 


Tue Russian Minister has applied to the Korean 
Government for the purchase of land to the ex- 
tent of 10 miles in the vicinity of the Russian 
settlement at Mokpho. 


Lorp Saxissury has declined to give an ex- 
planation of Mr, Chamberlain's speech, but 
declares that Great Britain is determined to keep 
open the markets of China, 





Tus Tokyo Dramatic and Musical Society 
brought their season to a close on Tuesday 
evening with a capital performance of the com: 


edy ‘ Offerings to Folly.” 


Tue Queen’s Birthday will be celebrated in 
Tokyo by a garden party given by the British 
Minister at the Legation; in Yokohama. by a 
cricket match and yacht races, 








A coox on the warship Jwaéi, staying at Yoko- 
suka, commitied sucide on the 17th by throw- 
ing himself into the sea, He is said to have 
been embarrassed with debt. 


Tux unpreparedness of the fleet and the 
wretched marksmanship of the Spanish gun- 
ners account in great measnre for the easy 
victory of the American squadron at Manila, 


A Report comes to hand from Shanghai that 
the crop of silk in North China is expected to 
be very large, while in Central China there is 
likely to be a large reduction in the output, 





Two Chinamen, Chan-bosho, 47, living at No. 
121 Settlement, Yokohama, and Chin-kosen, 
44, of No. 147 were arrested by the police on 
the r4th inst, on a charge of opium smuggling. 


Massprs. JARDINE, MaTHkson & Co. are said to 
have secured the contract to construct, with a 
capital of 2} million pounds sterling, the 
trunk railway between Ningpo, Hangkow, 
Shanghai. — 

A FIRE broke onton the 17th inst, al 7 p.m 
ata house occuped bya widow named Tkeda 
Seki, No, 1, Kawara-mnchi, Asakusa, Tokyo, 




















Nine honses were burnt dos 
troyed, Five firemen received injuries, 
fire was caused by the breakege of a lamp. 





and 5 half des- 
The 


Six Exngst Satow, the British Minister, Sir 
Charles Mitchell, Governor-General of the 
Straits Settlements, and Lady Mitchell, who 
have been at Nikko for some weeks, returned 
to Tokyo on the 16th instant. 


Tux United States Senate has passed a vote 
of thanks to Commodore Dewey for his services 
at 1a, promoted him to the rank of Rear 
Admiral, conferred on him a gold medal, and 
extended his term of service ten years. 







Tue warship Zakasago, which was under con- 
struction by Armstrong Company, New- 
castle, has been completed, and on the 13th 
inst, was delivered to the Japanese authori 
It will leave England on the roth or 20th inst. 








Tug Yokohama Water-work Loan has been 
almost twice covered. The sum of 400,000 yen 
was required bat when the tenders were opened 
on May 15th, it was found that 338 applications 
had ‘been sent in, their total subscriptions 
amounting to yen 723,300. 








On the morning of the 6th instant, the warship 
Saiyen was steaming off the coast of Bingo 
Province, on her way from Kobe, when, in the 
dense fog, she collided with the junk, Fet/oku 
Maru, laden with 135 tons of coal. The latier 
sank but the crew were saved by the Saiyen. 


Tue American press generally warmly ap- 
proves Mr. Chamberlain's speech and welcomes 
the prospective alliance. In Spain the speech 
has aroused in The Berlin and Pai 
papers deplore the language as being calculat- 
sd to irritate instead of allay the present diffi- 
culties, 





Tusre is a wearisome monotony about the 
market reports this week, every merchant con- 
sulted returning the same cry, “no change to 
report: no business doing.” But things are not 
quite so bad as that, a few straggling sales of 
grey shirtings have been effected and some 
packages of fancy cottons have left godown, 
while woollens have been enquired alter in a 
casual kind of way. In metals, however, 
all kinds suffered neglect and quotations are 
therefore nominally unchanged. A slow, flag- 
ging business is said to have characterised the 
week in regard to kerosene and the market re- 
mains unchanged. A further advance of 25 (050 
sen per picul has taken place in brown sugars 
and business continues brisk, supply being about 
equal to demand. A fair business hus been 
done in white refined at previons rates and 
the market closes steady. An increased de- 
mand for raw silk has come from America 
and Enrope ‘but holders are spoiling their 
chances by raising prices. The stock on 
hand and visible supply is much larger than at 
this time last year, so a reduction in rates 
must come about sooner or later, The 
weather has been unfavourable for the new 
crop the last few days, and of course the de- 
rennial spring telegrams telling of (rost devasta- 
tions are now arriving, being due almost to a 
day. Holders of waste silk continue very 
firm and no business was done during the 
week. Tea people have been very :b the 
settlements for the week totalling 31,099 piculs, 
though the total for the season to date is below 
that for last year. Stocks are large and the 
market closes weak. So far the new fishery 
catch has not come up to expectations, and 
quotations for first quality oil have risen. Copper 
yemains unchenged. Exchange ia firm. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. i 


_-——_*— 


We have already laid before our readers an 
accurate statement of the views entertained by 
the vernacular press with regard to the Shashi 
ourage, There is a unanimous moderation of 
tone and a marked disposition to refrain from 
any step calculated to embarrass China, The 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun, to whose ullerances on 
this subject we have not yet alluded, speaks in 
a similarly sympathetic strain, but adds that 
the problem of weaning the Chinese from 
their bigoted conservatism seems [0 grow 
more and more hopeless. It is with the 
object of familiarizing her with foreigners, 
making her acquainted — with the advant 
ages of foreign trade and developing her 
resources that foreign Powers preter demands 
tor the opening of ports, the building of rail 
ways, and so on; but if open ports are simply to 
serve as places for the perpetration of outrages 
against the persons and property of foreigners, 
it will become a question whether the latter 
should not adopt measures for their own protec 
tion, measures more or less hurtful to China's 
sovereignty, As to the partition of the Chinese 
empire among Western States, the Michi Nichi 
appears to entertain no uneasiness, With the 
solitary exception of England all the European 
Powers, it says, have shown themselves unable 
to. make colonization prosperous. England 
has succeded in bringing the people of India 
under her sway and goveruing them peacefully 
and prosperously, but the Chinese are very 
different from the people of India, and the task 
of imposing a foreign yoke upon them is 
beyond the strength of the States that seem dis- 
posed al present to make the essay. 


. 
are 


Writing on the subject of Japan’s relations 
with Korea, the 7 iji Shimpo repeats its familiar 
proposition that the only sound and certainly 
successful course is for Japanese to proceed in 
numbers to the peninsula and engage in all 
kinds of profitable emterprises, agricultare, 
trade, mauufacturing, mining, railway building 
and so on, The racial affinities between the 
Japanese and the Koreans are sufficiently close 
to render the success of such enterprises toler- 
ably certain, An itportant preliminary step is 
the establishment of a strong bank to assist 
financially. Capital would have (o be obtained 
in Japan for the purpose at the outset, but it 
might reasonably be hoped that, in the course 
ot time, the Koreans themselves would become 
depositors on 4 large scale. The profits accruing 
can scarcely be doubted, and in connexion with 
the organization of such a financial agency 
steps might be taken to secure the circulation 
of Japanese silver yen coins in the peninsula, 
to the mutual advantage of both countries, 
We have greatly abbreviated the if Shimpo's 
article, but it contains nothing else that would 
interest our readers, 





ate 

The Vorosu Choho, as might have been ex- 
pected, calls the recently concluded Russo 
Japanese Protocol mere ‘ nonsense.” In the 
first place, Russia will not pay avy attention to 
ity provisions when it suits her convenience to 
disregard them, She snapped her fingers at 
the Yamagata-Lobanow Convention the moment 
that she saw her account in doing so, In the 
second place, it is not Russia but Japan that 
the Protocol hampers. Russia Gnds it irksome 
at present to meddle with Korean affairs. The 
Manchurian problem occupies her entire atten- 
tion. Had she been persuaded to sign this 
protocol at the time when it suited her policy 
to fix her grasp upon Korea—last spring, for 
example—the document might have been re- 
garded with some satisfaction, But now that 
she has voluntarily stepped out and left the 
field clear for Japan, the result of such a proto 
col is to prevent the latter from utilizing the 
situation as she might otherwise have done. 
Russia having already determined (o stand aloof 
in the interests of her own convenience, con- 
cedes nothing when she embodies her absten- 
tion in a document. But Japan concedes a 


great deal when she agrees that her ‘e shall 





be fettered which would otherwise have been 
ree, That, stated briefly, is the gist of the 
Forosu Chohos comments on the first wo 
articles of the Protocol, With respect to the 
third, it inquires what possible right Russia 
would have had ander any circumstances to 
oppose the development of Japanese trade 
industry in the peninsula, She could have had 
no such right, and it ig consequently absurd to 
pledge her not to exercise it. On the whole, 
our contemporary concludes that the profits 
conferred by the Protocol belong solely to 
Russia, Japan has been thoroughly befooled, 
. 








ES 
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The country finds itself confronted by circum- 
stances which render it most desirable that a 
strong Government should be organized, pos- 
sessing the confidence of the nation. Bat the 
Meiji statesmen can not retain their grasp of 
administrative power because of the obstruction 
of political parties; the political parties, while 
they cry ont for parliamentary cabinets, are not 
able to organize such cabinets, and experience 
has now amply proved that a coalition between 
the Mei statesmen and a political party will 
not work, What, then, is to be done, asks the 
Kokumin Shimbun. There is only one cou 
to form anew party which shallinclude. first, the 
Meiji statesmen, since they possess administra- 
live experience; secondly, representatives of the 
wealthy classes, since it essential that the 
claims of proprrty shall be fully recognised and 
itg interests guarded ; thirdly, men of talent and 
learning, for reasons that need not be enumera 
ted, and fonrthly, men of the rising generation, 
who are entirely free from old-time prejudices 
and who bring to their work all the spirit of 
modern learning. Not until a party including 
the above four elements is organized and a 
Cabinet formed from its members with its sup- 
port, can there be such a thing as a really 
strong government in Japan. 

* 

The Fifi Shimpo has a remarkable article on 
the subject of the relations between Japan and 
Korea It will be remembered that the Ji 
strongly advocates the settlement of Japanese in 
Korea, being perataded that no better plan offers 
forthe development of the latter country and the 
spread of Japanese influence there, Our con 
temporary now urges the importance of inducing 
Buddhist priests also to cross (o the peninsula 
and take part in the movement of colomzatio 
This advice is not tendered on religious grounds 
s0 much as on account of the humanizing sud 
tranqaillizing effect of missionary teaching and 
example. Very great differences exist between 
the customs, traditions, language and methods 
of the Koreans and the Japanese. It is in 
evitable that these differences should become 
causes of friction and that all kinds of mis. 
understandings should arise. The influence 
of Buddhist missionaries would be invaluable 
under such circumstances, There is consider. 
able similarity between the conditions that may 
be anticipated in Korea and the conditions that 
existed in Japan thirty-five years ago. Japanese 
visiting Korea will be chiefly bent upon the 
pursuit of gain, and will not be disposed to pay 
much attention to the sentiments and customs 
of the Koreans, or to allow their spirit of enter 
prise to be controlled by any consideration for 
the country or the people. That was the case 
with foreigners in the early days of Japan's 
intercourse with them, and there can be no 
doubt that many seriaus troubles would have 
occurred had not the Cliristian missionary acted 
aga counterbalancing influence, The Christian 
missionary not only showed to the Japanese the 
altruistic side of the Occidental character, but 
also by his teaching and his preaching imparted 
a new and attractive aspect to intercourse which 
would otherwise have seemed masterful and 
repellant. The Japanese can not thank the 
Christian missionary too much for the admir- 
able leaven that he introduced into their rela. 
tions with foreigners, nor can they do better 
than follow the example that he bas set in their 
own intercourse with the Koreans. 

. 


























ane 
There is a rumour that the Government con- 
ole’ the introduction of a bill for increased 


gle 








taxation in the session of the Diet which has 
just opened, The Tokyo Shimpo briefly dis- 
cusses the project and declares that it must be 
opposed. The Liberal organ admits that in- 
creased taxation can scarcely be avoided, since 
the progress of the country and the necessity of 
carrying out various public works cull for larger 
expenditures, But before the people's burdens 
are augmented it must be shown that the organi- 
zation of the government has been thoroughly 
reformed, that all superfluous outlays have been 
checked and that no part of the money taken 
from the labouring classes shall be wasted 
owing to offi incompetence or corrupt It 
is also essential that the incidence of tax 
should be equalized, so that the disproportion 
ately heavy burdens now borne by some sections 
of the people shall not be accentuated by the 
new scale, In short, the Zokyo Shimpo applies 
itself, with some adroitness, to prepare @. Cat 
logue of vague and general reasons against a 
measure which it nevertheless admits to be: in- 
evitable, 














FUNERAL OF MR. NAKANO. 
eg 

The funeral of the late Governor of Kai 
gawa took place on Tuesday at 1 p.m. at 
the Shinto Temple, Aoyama, Tokyo, | Pre- 
viously an Imperial Messenger visited (he 
widow, and conveyed to her an expression of 
His Majesty's truest sympath The coffin 
was escorted by a Company of Household 
Troops, and in the procession were Count 
Soyejima, the members. of the Privy Council, 
Viscount Yoshikawa, the Minister of State for 
s, many high officials in Tokyo 
and Kanagawa Kencho, Police Inspectors from 
Yokohama, and great numbers of private 
friends from the capital and Yokohama, 
Among the foreign gentlemen were Count E. 
Orfini, the Italian Minister, Mr. M. Kirkwood, 
Marquis Nembrini Gonzaga, and the rerresens 
tatives of Mr. J. Colomb and Mr. E. Rogers. 





























NEW GOVERNOR OF KANAGAWA 
ORE. 





+ 
Mr. Asada Tokusaku, hitherto Governor of 
Huroshinn Prefecture, lias been appointed Go- 





vernor of Kanagawa Prefecture, succession 
to the late Mr, Nakano Tukeakira, Mr, Asada 
ig well known to the people of Yokuhama, He 
filled the same post of Governor from Decem+ 
ber, 1889, to April, 1891, in succession to Mr. 
Oki Morikata, Most, if not all, of his previous 
service had been in the Foreign Office, where, 
at (Le time of his first appointment as Governor 
of Kanagawa, he held the post of Chief of the 
Bureau of Commerce. Mr. Iwamura Takatos! 
Governor of Fukuoka, succeeds Mr, Asada in 
Hiroshima, and Mr. Sakabe Michio is gazetted 
Governor of Fukuoka. 

















THE WEATHER. 
Soeeg 
Tne extraordinary cold snap that has visited 

us during the past few days has been felt with 
great severity to the north of Tokyo. On the 
Tsth instant, all the hills surrounding Nikko 
were covered witha white mantle, and twelve 
inches of snow were measured in the village 
itself. Tourists visiting the celebrated resort 
mast have been surprised to find snow and 
frost instead of azalea blossoms. The proverbial 
“oldest resident” also is said to have been 
surprised, for nothing of the kind had been 
witnessed during seventy or eighty years, 

















DEATH OF A FAMOUS FRENCHMAN. 
eT SE, 

Messrs C. and J. Favre-Brandt received a 
cable yesterday announcing the death on May 
rgth, of Monsieur Henri Schneider, Regent of* 
the Bank of France, and founder of the well- 
known ship-building and engineering firm at 
Creusot. 
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JAPANESE GOVERNMEN1 AND tHE 
NUDE IN ART. 


SEAS See 
Apparently the Japanese Government 
—or, to speak more accurately, the pre- 
sent Japanese Department of State for 
Home Affairs—, has decided to oppose 
the introduction of the nude into the pic- 
torial art of this country. Foreign critics 
of Japanese art have often classed 
neglect of “the human form divine” 
among the facts that establish its inferior- 
ity to the art of Europe. There is un- 
doubtedly an exquisite beauty in the 
curves of the human body, and their skil- 
ful representation on canvas gives much 
pleasure to the eye, But when and how 
was that beauty discovered and publicly 
acknowledged? It has been decided by 
historians that the nude originally found 
its way into art in connexion with the 
Grecian games, where athletes appeared 
often without any clothing whatever ; and 
it has also been decided that, out of those 
exhibitions, and contemporaneously with 
the adoption of the nude as a pictorial 
there grew up a gross form of im- 
y, typified in the story of Harmo- 
dius and Aristogeiton. These times in 
which we live are certainly marked by 
great liberty of speech, of pen, of brush, 
and of other things. A ballet, as it is 
danced now-a-days, would have shocked 
the good folks of the last generation, and 
many a picture now hung in fashionable 
salons would have been regarded as a 
gross solecism thirty or forty years ago. 
We have far outdone the Grecians in their 
own special line, and since many of our 
ladies are proud to display as much of their 
persons as is possible. without emerging 
completely from their frocks, it seems 
prudish to raise any objection to the nude 
in pictures, or to the nude with a pretence 
of drapery on the stage. Yet there is one 
thing certain, namely, that ladies them- 
selves have not become reconciled to the 
nude inart. There is not one lady in a 
thousand that views, without a certain 
sense of shame, the pictures of unrobed 
females and males—nearly always females 
exhibited in the various salons of 
Europe and America. Ladies do not look 
at such pictures with pleasure ; they prefer 
not to look at them at all if they can 
consult their unbiassed taste. Men con- 
stitute the admiring audience, and for one 
minute that a man gives to contemplating 
the muscles of a Hercules or the lines of a 
Mercury, he will devote twenty to gazing 
at the contours and curves of a Psyche or 
an Ariadne. These are significant facts. 
That they are facts, few conscientious 
persons will be found to deny. The 
inevitable inference is that the pleasure of 
looking at a picture of the nude includes 
a sexual element in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred, and it will not be claimed, 
we presume, by the most “liberal” critic 
that art has any proper concern with 
sexual affairs. None the less there have 
been artists sufficiently great, sufficiently 
skilful, to idealize the human body so 
that its beauties alone appear in their re- 
presentations, every suggestion of the 
gross or the carnal being eliminated, If 
pictures painted by such masters make 
any appeal to immoral instincts, the fault 
is purely subjective. To the impure, 
nothing can be pure. Who then, will 
undertake to cast an accurate balance 
between what the world—has gained 
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at all events, are not so presumptious as 
to attempt the task. But we think, and 
frankly say, that the attempts of modern 
Japanese painters to deal with the nude 
have been shocking and repellant. Such 
pictures are absolutely without a redeem- 
ing feature. If it is on the nude as re- 
presented in the Kyoto exhibition of 1895 
and in the Uyeno gallery in the spring of 
1897 that the present Minister of Home 
Affairs has based his hostile decision, there 
is not a word of protest to be uttered. 
Japanese painters of the modern school 
are. not yet able to treat this difficult 
subject in. such a manner as to avoid 
offences against decency. They can not 
even make pretty pictures of the nude, and 
though to interdict their essays is not the 
way to promote the development of their 
talent in this special line, we certainly 
think that the public may congratulate 
itself on being protected against their 
immodest eyesores. 


A FOREIGN LOAN. 








E : aa = 
The Nichi Nicht Shimbun surprised and 
interested the public in no small degree, 
some days ago, by publishing something 
like an official statement that the Govern- 
ment had decided to raise a foreign loan 
of 150 million yen, and that a bill in that 
sense would be introduced in this session 
of the Diet. People are accustomed to 
regard all news published by either the 
Nichi Nicht Shimbun or the F17¢ Shimpo as 
perfectly trustworthy, and considerable 
astonishment has been caused by the dis- 
covery that, in this instance, a misleading 
assertion was made by the former journal. 
The Nicht Michi now enters at great 
length into an explanation of the facts on 
which its assertion was based. The gist 
of what it has to say may be briefly 
summed up thus:—Some time ago, the 
“business men” formed an association 
called the “ Finance-Investigation So- 
ciety” (Keisai Kenkiu Doshi kai), and 
appointed a committee which waited upon 
the Minister of Finance and obtained an 
explanation of His Excellency’s views. 
This committee subsequently reported 
verbally to a meeting of the society the 
result of the interview with Count 
Inouye, and the report included intelli- 
gence that a foreign loan of about 150 
millions would be speedily negotiated, 
the Diet’s consent being sought in the 
session about to open. It would appear 
that the Minister’s statement of that 
intention was made under the seal of 
confidence, but, of course, so soon as the 
Committee communicated the news to the 
meeting, secrecy was at an end, and the 
Nichi Nichi considered itself justified in 
publishing the news. Our contemporary 
now gives the full stenographic record of 
what took place at the meeting when the 
Committee’s report is said to have been 
presented in the above sense. There can 
be no question, we think, that our contem- 
porary has successfully defended itself 
against any charge of irresponsible care- 
lessness, but what is more interesting is 
that the loan does not appear to be on the 
tapis at all—for the present, at any rate. 








A Portuguese clerk named J. M. Ozorio 
fatally shot a fellow-countryman named F. de 
Xavier Jesus in his own house at West Terrace, 
Caine Road, Hongkong, on May gth. The 
matderer was shortly to have married his vie 


tim’s niece, and it is thought that a qugyrel, 





regarding her led to the tragedy, 


TOKYO AND OSAKA CHAMBERS OF 
COMMERCE AND A FOREIGN LOAN. 


pee 

The Tokyo Chamber of Commerce was 
formerly disposed to advocate the policy 
of redeeming a large quantity of War 
Bonds with the Indemnity. It has now, 
however, changed its attitude, chiefly at 
the instance of Mr. Inouye Kakugoro, aud 
has adopted, for presentation to the Go- 
vernment through the medium of the Diet, 
a Representation insisting on the neces- 
sity of having recourse to a foreign loan 
of 200 million yen. This decision was 
come to at a special meeting held on the 
14th instant. The Representation has 
been published, but it will be sufficient if 
we state its gist. The Government, it 
says, is embarrassed financially ; and the 
people are in such need of floating capital 
that many promising enterprises already 
inaugurated can not be carried to con- 
summation, and many other inviting in- 
auguration must be indefinitely deferred, 
the general result being that the material 
progress of thecountry is checked, Earnest 
endeavours are being made by the Govern 
ment to obviate any considerable want 
of equilibrium in the national accounts, 
and the Chamber recognises the prudence 
of such procedure, but can not regard it 
as in any sense a permanent means of 
correcting the situation. It is absolutely 
indispensable that the deficiency of float- 
ing capital which now prevents even such 
an essential enterprise as the building of 
railways should be remedied, and the only 
course that can be taken is to obtain cheap 
capital abroad. Therefore a foreign loan 
of 200 million yew is recommended. The 
Chamber does not suggest, however, that 
the loan must be immediately floated. 
Its recommendation is that the Indemnity 
should be used at once for redeeming War 
Bonds, and that expenditures to meet 
which ‘the Indemnity is already destined, 
should be defrayed by means of money ob- 
tained from abroad. After this Repre- 
sentation had been adopted by a large 
majority, the Chamber endorsed the re- 
solution recently referred to in these 
columns—namely, that foreigners are 
competent to hold shares in Japanese 
commercial and industrial companies, 
with certain exceptions— and then ap- 
pointed a committee to examine and re- 
port upon a proposal for the State pur- 
chase of private railways. 








The Osaka Chamber of Commerce has 
also memorialized the Government in 
favour of a foreign loan, but its project is 
of smaller dimensions than that of the 
Tokyo Chamber, the amount of the loan 
being put at only 60 or 70 million yen. 
With that sum the Chamber recommends 
that War Bonds should be redeemed. 
Thus far the two Chambers take virtually 
identical views, the difference being one 
of degree only. But a divergence now 
occurs. The Osaka Chamber does not 
advise that the Indemnity be employed to 
redeem Bonds. It thinks that the Indem- 
nity should not be diverted, even tempo- 
rarily, from the purposes to which itis 
already destined, and itefurther thinks 
that if the people knew that the money 
flowing into their hands from the sale of 
Bonds had come from abroad, they would 
be more prudent in employing it than if it 
came from the Indemnity. That is a curious 
bit of sentiment. The Tokyo Chamber's 
ill commend itself to practical 
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borrow money on which interest would 
have to be paid while funds were lying 
idle in the Treasury. [t is true that there 
are uses hereafter for the Indemnity, but, 
until they actually arise, there is no reason 
why the money intended to meet them 
should not be otherwise utilized. 


Amore interesting point in the memorial 
of the Osaka Chamber is that it strongly 
recommends an increase of the Land Tax. 
The grounds of the recommendation are 
identical in part with those frequently 
expressed in these columns, namely, that 
the price of rice has more than doubled 
since the assessment of 1873, whereas the 
rate of taxation has remained unaltered. 
In short, the Chamber is of opinion that 
the agricultural class are now taxed so 
lightly as to be at a great and unfair 
advantage compared with other sections 
of the nation. 


From time to time rumours have been 
circulated that’ a feeling has begun to 
show itself among Japanese business men 
in favour of allowing foreigners to become 
shareholders in all industrial and commer- 
cial enterprises from which they are not 
explicitly excluded by law. That prin- 
ciple is very clearly advocated in the 
memorial which has just been passed by 
the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce. Re- 
ference has already been made to the 
memorial in these columns, but only in 
general terms, The document is now 
published in its entirety, and our readers 
will doubtless be interested to hear the line 
taken by the memorialists. Their broad 
contention. is that wherever the owner- 
ship of shares by a foreigner is not speci- 
fically interdicted by law, it must be held 
to be permitted. In support of that 
argument they adduce the fact that in the 
charters of the National Banks, the Bank 
of Japan, the Specie Bank, the Mining 
Bank and the Exchanges, it is definite- 
ly laid down that only Japanese subjects 
may own shares. ‘The plain inference is 
that the drafters of those charters did not 
believe in the general illegality of foreign 
ownership of shares, otherwise they 
would not have cousidered it necessary 
to insert a special interdict in their 
particular cases. The same consideration 
applies to the case of the Law for the 
Encouragement of Shipbuilding and 
Navigation, and the direct export of silk. 
There, also, the bounties granted by the 
laws are definitively limited to Japanese 
subjects, which precaution would never 
have been taken had not the Government 
judged that without it the eligibility of 
foreigners would be a matter of course. 
The memorialists further point out that 
no treaty or convention to which Japan is 
a party forbids foreigners to become 
shareholders in Japanese companies, and 
then address themselves to the often- 
urged contention that, since the owner- 
ship of land by aliens is not permitted, a 
railway company or other association 
owing land must not have foreign share- 
holders. The view taken by the Chamber 
of Commerce is that to be a shareholder 
a railway company does not carry with 
it any right of. property in the land or 
other belongings of the company, Such 
things are possessed by the company in 
its corporate capacity, not by the indi 
dual members. It is scarcely necessary 
to add that the chief reason assigned for 
giving practical recognition to the 
principle advocated in the memorial i 
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THE COLONIAL SECKETARY'S 
SPEECH. 
+ 
_ It seems scarcely necessary to say that 
some of the language attributed by the 
telegrams of the r1th instant to the British 
Colonial Secretary can not possibly have 
been used by him. Mr. Chamberlain 
certainly never said that “Britain was 
unable to declare war against Russia with- 
out an ally.” We venture to affirm that 
he did not even allude-to the subject of 
war with Russia. Responsible members 
of a Cabinet do not publicly talk of war 
with a friendly State if they have any desire 
to retain its friendship. What the Colonial 
Secretary did really say has, of course, 
been officially telegraphed to Tokyo. It 
was nothing more than that in view of 
the combinations now existing among 
foreign Powers, Great Britain would have 
to abandon her policy of isolation. He 
further made it clear that the ally he had 
chiefly in view was the United States of 
America. 








M, BOISSONADE AND TORTURE, 
5 saa 

We publish in our correspondence 
columns a letter from Mr. B. H. Chamber- 
lain on the above subject. It calls for a 
few remarks. The last paragraph es- 
pecially astounds us, Mr, Chamberlain 
accuses us of “animus” of “a strangely 
acrid and discourteous tone” towards 
himself and of “ showing heat and scatter- 
ing disparaging expressions” as freely as 
if we had been “ made the object of some 
violent personal diatribe.” Such an 
accusation scarcely deserves serious treat? 
ment. We have never said one single word 
that justifies it. We have given no thought 
whatever to Mr. Chamberlain in this 
matter nor penned the smallest sugges- 
tion of a ‘disparaging expression” with 
reference to him. He must be labouring 
under some inexplicable hallucination. 
We have devoted ourselves simply to ex- 
amining the historical accuracy of a story 
related in “ Things Japanese.” Whether 
the story rested on his evidence or on the 
testimony of some one else, we never 
paused to inquire. The facts alone 
engaged our attention. Mr. Chamberlain 
has now come forward and _ publicly 
accused us of treating him, Mr. Basil 
Hall Chamberlain, with discourtesy ; of 
showing animus and heat, and of scattering 
disparaging expressions. We invite him 
to quote from our writing—not to sum- 
marise but to quote verbatim—one single 
sentence, even one sentence, that justi- 
fies his charges of ‘animus,’ of an 
“acrid and discourteous tone” towards 
himself, of ‘‘ showing heat” and of ‘ scat- 
tering disparaging expressions.” If he 
can quote such a sentence, we shall with- 
draw it and frankly apologise. If he can 
not quote such a sentence, we call upon 
him to withdraw his injurious accusations 
and to apologise for them, 

He speaks elsewhere of “the terms in 
which we so strongly and repeatedly repu- 
diate all concern with M. Boissonade’s 
share in the abolition of torture,” and 
goes on to suggest that “the matter is 
not one capable of affecting us” whereas 
he, ‘writing for the general European 
public, whose interest in such humani- 
tarian progress is always intense—doubly 
o when they have the proud conscious- 

















ness gf the progress being due to a 
i pist of their own race—was 
led to lay most stress on that) 





part of the subject.” It seems presump- 
tuous for us to remind a scholar of Mr, 
Chamberlain's calibre that the thing to 
be most avoided in writing history is sen- 
iment, and the thing to be most cultivat- 
ed, accuracy. We admire the rhetorical 
art of his appeal to the “general Euro- 
pean public,” to their ‘intense interest 
in humanitarian progress,” and to their 
“ proud consciousness of the progress due 
to a philanthropist of their own race,” 
but we trust that he will acquit us of ani- 
mus, or of scattering disparaging expres- 
sions, or of any other offence against 
good manners, if say that this pretty 
flourish only makes us smile. ith his 
permission, we will pass it by, since we 
are not debating sentiment but history. 
When he says, however, that we have 
“strongly and repeatedly repudiated all 
concern with M. Boissonade’s share in 
the abolition of torture,” he betrays 
strange inaccuracy, to use no stronger 
term. We have twice disavowed any 
knowledge of—not “concern with” but 
knowledge of—M. Boissonade’s share in 
the abolition of torture, and we made the 
disavowal, as Mr. Chamberlain well knows, 
in answer to an erroneous charge ad- 
vanced by a correspondent ‘“ Amicus” 
to the effect that we “had endeavoured 
to deprive M. Boissonade of a glory which 
he prized above allothers.” We answered 
that we had done nothing of the kind ; that, 
not knowing avything about M. Boisson- 
ade’s connexion with the matter, it was 
impossible that we could have attempted 
to deny his ‘chief share” in it, and we 
were careful to add that, although the 
story told in “ Things Japanese” was now 
proved to be erroncous, it did not by any 
means “follow that the honour of being 
mainly instrumental in bringing about the 
abolition of torture in Japan must be denied 
to M. Boissonade.” Nay, we went further, 
for we emphatically declared that “we 
did not dispute M. Boissonade’s claim.” 
Yet, in the face of all this, Mr. Chamberlain 
alleges that we “ strongly and repeatedly 
repudiated all concern with M. Boisson- 
ade’s share in the abolition of torture,” 
and endeavours to depict us as persons 
not belonging to the general European 
public who take an intense interest in 
humanitarian progress. We invite Mr. 
Chamberlain’s attention to the following 
sentences, quoted verbatim from the last 
paragraph written by us on this subject :— 








It is very possible that M. Boissonade did be- 
come a fortuitous witness of the application of 
torture to some unfortunate Japanese subject, and 
itis very possible that the piry and indigestion 
aroused in him by the spectacle prompted hia to 
enter a protest of such vehemence as to greatly 
influence the Japanese authorities, The story in 
“ Things Japane: nthat much trath, 
We do not dispute M, Boissonade’s cl We 
dispute simply the evidence adduced in support of 
it by the author of Things Japanese.” 























With this quotation before him, will Mr. 
Chamberlain venture to maintain the ac- 
curacy of his assertion that we have 
“strongly and repeatedly repudiated all 
concern with M. Boissonade’s share in 
the abolition of torture?” We again in- 
vite him to adduce one sentence, even one 
sentence, from our wriling that justifies 
his allegation, and we invite him, if be cau 
not adduce one sentence, to withdraw the 
allegation. If now appears, from his own 
admission, that he erred in connecting 
Mr. Mutsu’s name with the torture story, 











and that he had not M. Boissonade’s 
authority for doing so. It does not much 
matter WHSEQulh@kity he had since 
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permitted to point out that his story 
has now been reduced exactly to the 
dimensions igned to it by us in the 
above quotation, and to remind him that, 
in reducing it to those dimensions, we took 
care to add “ we do so without the smallest 
prejudice to M. Boissonade’s claim.” As 
to his plea that the false part of the story 
was a guantité négligeable, and that the 
gist of it alone need have been considered, 
we again beg him to acquit us of heat, or 
animus, or discourtesy, if we say that such 
a method of appraising evidence seems to 
find a very apt place in the letter we are 
now discussing. 
Since Mr. Chamberlain deems this sub- 
ject of such “intense interest” we will 
now devote a very few words to his main 
proposition, Mr. Chamberlain's story— 
the irreducible minimum of his story—is 
that, “svon after M. Boissonade’s arrival 
in this country in 1873,” he witnessed a 
Japanese prisoner undergoing torture; 
that he thereupon © plainly told his Japan- 
ese colleagues that such horrors must 
cease immediately or he must resign,” and 
that “his firm stand brought about the 
immediate disuse of a practice so shocking 
to humanity.” ‘That is very plain—a 
harrowing spectacle ; a firm protest; im- 
mediate success. Now when did these 
things happen ? When was the “immedi- 
alte disuse” of torture brought about? 
Was it before August 25th, 1874, or was it 
after August 25th, 1874? If it was before 
August 25th, 1874, then there was no 
“immediate disuse” of torture, for, as we 
have already shown, the Notification pub- 
hed on that date, while declaring that 
it would be an outrage if an innocent 
person should be made to appear guilty 
owing to the use of undue severity,” 
and while ordering that ‘torture should in 
future be discontinued,” nevertheless 
reserved to the examining judge discre- 
tionary power to employ torture. If thi 
Notification was the result of M. Bois- 
sonade’s representations, then we must 
still further reduce Mr. Chamberlain’s 
story, and say that M. Boissonade 
brought about the partial disuse of ‘a 
practice so shocking to humanity.” If on 
the other hand, the incident in question 
occurred subsequently to August 25th, 
1874, then M. Boissonade can not receive 
the credit of having suggested the nece: 
sity of abolishing torture, since the Japa- 
nese Government had already recognized 
it in principle. We again invite Mr. 
Chamberlain to elucidate this point, 
































In a letter addressed to this journal and 
published on the 17th instant, Mr, B. H. 
Chamberlain brought ag a very 
sweeping accusation of AP di 
courtesy,” and other violations of literary 
canons and good manners. We invited 
him to substantiate his accusation by 
quoting the language upon which he 
based it. He has done so, as will be seen 
by a letter published in our correspon- 
dence columns, His contention is that 
we used the expressions “ canard 
" falsehood ” and“ false story (not to men- 
tion others).” Now with regard to the 
“others” that Mr. Chamberlain refrains 
from mentioning, we must be permitted 
to assume that they do not exist. His 
actual quotations alone concern us. 
Relying on those quotations, he leaves the 
public to judge between us. We desire 
nothing better, and in order that the 
public may be in a position to judge 














accurately, we proceed la-pince, side 
side, the sénteticesicopthini CVE Qh. Andrew's Day by a dance, 











of which Mr. Chamberlain complains and 
his complaint :— 


Mr. Chamberlain's ‘The sentences upon which 


Charge. Mr, Chamberlain bases 
his charge 
In conclusion permit It eeriainly will not be 


me, Sir, to express some 
astonishment at the ani- 
mus, the strangely acrid 
and discourteous tone with 
which you have seen fil to 
treat me on this occasion. 
1 attacked no. one,—not 
Count Mutsy, least of all 


very pleasant for the late 
Count Mutsu’s family and 
to 


numerous admirers 
read this  extraor 
canard about him, 
be told that, at’ a tine 
when he held rh 
he was receiving 











fe treat. 


yourself. Yet had Imade ment of a common cri- 
you the object of some minal 

violent personal diatribe, a 

you could hardly have  Referting in a recent 





shown more heat and have 
scattered disparaging ex- 
pressions more freely than 
you have done on the pre- 
Sent occasion. Courtesy, 
however, is not _a thing 
one can demand. The 
wisest plan doubtless is 
not even to expect it. I 
can in any case thank you 
for the continued adver- 
tisement which has been 
supplied gratis to my 
books by your repeated 
attacks. 


issue to a strange story 
which appearsin © Things 
Japanese” on the subject 
of the abolition of torture 
in Japan, we made some 
statements from memory 
as to the official position 
, Mutsu—the 
Matsu — at 
the time when the w 
of * Things Japanese" re- 
presents him as having 
been subjected tw torture. 
We have now examined 
the record of Count 
Mutsu’s services and ore 
in a position to show con 
iT 
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Does “ Amicus” 
ture to affirm, then, 
according to the direct 
testimony of M. Boisson- 
ade, Mr, Mutsu was sub- 
jected to torture in 1873 
or 1874. and that M. 
Buissonade was “ an ocu- 
itness of the case ?? 
is wholly impossible 
that M. Borssonade can 
have made any such state- 
went, for the thing never 
happened. To show that 
it never happened, and to 
repudiate a falsehood so 
injurious to Count Mutsu’s 
memory and so painful to 
his relatives and friends 
in object in 


ven- 
that 


















a fortuitous witness of the 
application of torture to 


some unfortunate Japan. 
ese subject, and it is very 
possible that the pity and 
indignation aroused in 
hin by the spectacle 
prompted hin to enter a 
protestuf such vehemence 
as to greatly influence the 
lapanese authorities, The 
story in’ Uhings Japanese” 
may contain that much 
truth. But for the rest it 
is a false story, and 
“Amicus” only weakens 
M, Boissonade’s claim by 
levelling singularly in 
and 


















Our readers will now be able (o form an 
exact estimate of what Mr. Chamberlai 
regards ax “a strangely actid and dis- 
courteous tone’; ‘astonishing animus " ; 
a display of “heat” and a ‘free scatter- 
ing of disparaging expressions = such as 
might have been expected from a writer 
who had been “ the object of some violent 
personal diatribe.” ‘The disproportion 
between the accusation and the evidence 
is quite grotesque. 








AU the agmual genersi meeting of the mem- 
bers of the Kobe St, Andrew's Society, Mr. J. 
C. Abell and Mi. R. Han 1h 
elected President and Vice-Presitent respec: 
lively, and Messrs Crowe, Marshall, Ralston, 
Cameron, Maitland, and Pawn a Commitee, 
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It was decided, as in former years, to celebrate( 
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IMPERIAL DIET. 

The voting for the President and Vice- 
President of the House of Representatives 
on the 14th instant resulted in a signal 
victory far the candidates of the Liberal 
and National Unionist Parties. It had been 
understood for some time that an agree- 
ment existed between the two parties, in 
virtue of which the National Unionists 
pledged themselves to vote for the Libe- 
ral candidate, Mr. Kataoka Kenkichi, as 
President, provided that the Liberals, in 
turn, voted for the National Unionist 
candidate, Mr. Motoda Hajime, as Vice- 
President. This coalition secured 127 
votes for each candidate, the strength of 
the Liberals in the House being too and 
that of the National Unionists 27, That 
number would be insufficient, of course, 
to bring about the desired result. The 
ssue depended on the action of the so- 
called ‘ Independents,” who recently or- 
ganized themselves into an association 
named the Vamash’ta Club, consisting of 
some 50 members, and, in a minor degree, 
on the attitude of the Doshi-kaz, or “fel- 
low-thinkers,” who muster about 15. 
Among the last is included a clique of 
nine men, known as the Sesshu ha. They 
are led by Mr. Kono Hironaka, formerly 
the Parliamentary chief of the Liberal 
Party. This Satsuma clique is bitterly 
opposed to the present Cabinet. It would 
have gladly voted for the candidates put 
forward by the Progressists had the 
latter agreed to introduce a motion of 
want of confidence at the commencement 
of the session. But the Progressists have 
apparently decided not to carry their 
opposition beyond the process of prefer- 
ring awkward questions. They conse- 
quently forfeited the co-operation of the 
Satsuma section. The Yamash'ta Club 
also seems to have disappointed the 
hopes of the Progressists. They had 
counted on receiving 30 votes from the 
club and they obtained only 24. Had 
the forecast of the Progressists been 
fully justified by the event, their candidate 
for the Presidency, Dr. Hatoyama Kazuo, 
who served as President in the last Home, 
would have polled 150 votes against 152 
cast for the Liberal candidate. The latter’s 
election would, therefore, have been assur- 
ed under any circumstances, but not by 
such a signal majority as was actually the 

















































case. The voting and analyses stand 
thus :— 
VOTING YOR THK PRESIDENCY. 
Mi. Kataoka Keote (Liberal Candidate). 
Taberal Vores.ace 100 
N stional Unione Votes 27 
Yamash'ta Club Votes 3 
Doshi Cus srrssesceoes 9 
tale teed peerarnrn C) 
Dr. Hatoyama Kazu (Progeessist Candidate). 
Pragressist Vate~ sue 95 
Pro-Progeessist Vetes 10 
Vamash'ta Club Votes 24 
Doshi Clu Vines 6 
‘Total, 135 





Our readers will perceive that 302 votes 
were cast for these two candidates .alone, 
whereas the number of members present 
and voting was only 297. Asa matter of 
fact, 332 votes were cast in all, for Mr. 
Kojima [ken obtained 15, Mr. Abei [wane 
g, and Mr. Kono Hironaka 7. The ex- 
planation, of course, is that each member 
votes, not for one candidate, but for three, 
the latter being the number of names that 








must be submitted to the Emperor for His 
Majesty:rtaymake a nomination. Gene- 
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show their indifference to party claims 
by including the names of both the Libe- 
ral and the Progressist candidates on the 
same ticket, but, in the present instance, 
that seems to have been done by five 
members only. With regard to the Vice- 
Presidency, Mr. Motoda Hajime, the 
National Unionist candidate, obtained 
170 votes, and Mr. Taguchi Ukichi, the 
Progressist candidate, 117. At every 
point, therefore, the Liberal- Unionist com- 
bination was successful. 

This voting would have much interest 
were the Liberals supporters of the Go- 
vernment, but it proves absolutely nothing 
as things stand at present. We do obtain 
from.it, however, a fairly accurate idea of 
the composition of the House which seems 
to be as follows :— 





Liberals 102 
Progressist 95 
Pro-Progressi 10 
Yamash'ta Cl st 
Doshi Club 15 
National Unionists 27 





Total vss. 
The Liberals and National Unionists 
number, between them, 129 votes, so that 
if, on any occasion, they can secure 22 
votes out of the 66 possessed by the 
Yamash'ta and Doshs Clubs, they will have 
a plurality of the Whole House. 

The Yomiuri Shimbun  (Progressist 
organ) writes in terms of frank regret 
about the failure of its Party’s candidates. 
It does not attempt to minimize the fact, 
but explains almost in the terms used by us 
above. There is something decidedly re. 
freshing about the ingenuousness of the 
Yomturi's tone. 

Mr. Kataoka Kenkichi, whose nomina- 
tion by the Emperor to the post of Pre- 
sident may be taken for granted, is a 
member of the former Tosa clan. In 
1868, he associated himself with Mr. (now 
Count) Itagaki in a crusade against the 
Tokugawa Regency, and joined the cele- 
brated band of Samurat numbering some 
six hundred and known as the Seigé-¢ai. 
Subsequently he fought in the northern 
expedition against the remnant of the 
‘Tokugawa supporters, and attained the 
rank of Lieut.-Colonel in the Army, He 
then travelled to France to make a study 
of military affars, and on his return to 
Japan identified himself with the party of 
statesmen who advocated an expedition 
against Korea. This led to the resignation 
of Mr. Itagaki, then a member of the Cabi- 
net, and his retirement to Tosa, whither 
he was followed by Mr. Kataoka. ‘The 
latter, soon afterwards, organized a political 
party, the Résshz-sha, and, in 1877, attracted 
public attention by agitating for Parlia- 
mentary institutions. Suspicion fell upon 
him in connection with the Satsuma rebel- 
lion, and he was thrown into prison, On 
recovering his liberty, he renewed his agi- 
tation for Parliamentary institutions, and 
succeeded in attracting so much attention 
that something like two hundred thousand 
fellows-thinkers assembled in Osaka in 
1880, and organized the celebrated Aokkai- 
gammo Yusht-kai (society for advocating 
a national assembly), Mr. Kataoka being 
appointed chairman. In consequence of a 
resolution adopted by the meeting, Messrs. 
Kataoka and Kono Hironaka—lor several 
years leader of the Liberal Party in the 
Lower House, but now a seceder from its 
ranks—proceeded to Tokyo, presented 
petition after petition to the Govern- 
ment, but the latter held firmly to its 
own programme, and finally Mr. 
retired to Tosa, whi 
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him for the Diet in 1891 and has voted for 
him steadily ever since. 


Mr. Motoda Hajime, the new Vice- 
President, is a native of Oita. He gradu- 
ated from the Imperial University in 1880, 
obtaining high honours in the course of 
law. In 1888, he was elected chairman 
of the Tokyo Barristers’ Association, and 
subsequently distinguished himself by head- 
ing the agitation of the Jurists’ Association 
for a revision of the Civil Code. He isa 
strong debater and has been a prominent 
figure in the House of Representatives 
since the opening of the first session, 


Although the session of the Diet which 
has just opened is to last for twenty days 
only, it seems likely to bea record session 
in the matter of important measures, 
Three Government bills of great moment 
will doubtless be submitted—a bill em- 
bodying the remaining portion of the Civil 
Code ; a bill providing for increased taxa- 
tion ; and a bill for amending the Law of 
Elections. On the passing of the first 
depends the possibility of giving the notice 
necessary for the operation of the Revised 
Treaties. There does not appear to be 
any probability that this bill will encounter 
opposition of a serious nature, but it is 
impossible to be sure that some collision 
may not occur between the Cabinet and 
the Lower House such as to lead to the 
latter’s dissolution, Whether the Go- 
vernment would then take the responsibi- 
lity of bringing the Code into force by 
means of an urgency ordinance, we do 
not know, but no other course seems to 
offer. As to the bill for increased taxa- 
tion, the Progressists appear inclined to 
advocate its postponement until the regu- 
lar session of the Diet at the close of the 
year; but inasmuch as the necessity for 
raising a larger revenue will become impe- 
rative from April, 1900, by which time the 
whole of the indemnity willhave been spent, 
not a day should be lost in obtaining the 
Diet’s consent to the principle of increase, 
so as to commence the required prepara- 
tions at once. The bill for amending the 
Law of Election is, in the main, designed 
to extend the franchise and change the 
electoral districts so as to correct abuses 
connected with the present system. We 
shall not be surprised if it is overtaken b 
a fate similar to that which attended the 
new Press Law during several sessions— 
that is to say, the Lower House, by refus- 
ing to accept any moderate measure of 
reform, came into hopeless collision with 
the Peers, and so, by rejecting half a loal, 
got no bread at all for a long while. 


Apart from the above measures, it ap- 
pears pretty certain that a vote of want of 
confidence in the Government’s foreign 
policy will be introduced, as well as a bill 
for the State purchase of private railways 
by means of money borrowed abroad. 
The former will emanate from the Pro- 
gressists, and be rejected ; the latter will 
be introduced by the Liberals, and will 
probably pass. But by whatever majority 
the House of Representatives declares in 
favour of State purchase in the proposed 
form, we do not believe that the Govern. 
ment will endorse the idea, even—and 
this is most unlikely—though the House 
of Peers should do so. 


His Majesty the Emperor proceeded to 
the Diet yesterday (1gth instant) at 10.30 
a.m., and performed the opening ceremony 
in oe with the regular routine 
ce 
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on such occasions. The Speech! 


delivered by His Majesty from the Throne 
was as follows :— 


We hereby perform the ceremony of opening 
the Imperial Diet and intimate the fact to the 
House of Peers and the House of Repre- 
atives, 

The consummation of Treaty Revision, and 
work based on the national policy adopted since 
the opening of the country at the Restoral 
is now within sight, It is Our expectation that 
Our loyal subjects of all classes will unite their 
efforts to achieve this object, to the enhance- 
ment of the national prestige. The operation 
of the Code was postponed and its careful re- 
vision undertaken. A portion of it has already 
been promulgated, and the remainder, which 
was subsequently revised, will now be submit-. 
ted for the Diet’s approval. 

In accordance with the progress of the times 
and in order to strengthen the basis of Con- 
stilutional Government, We have directed that 
a Bill for amending the Law of Election of the 
House of Representatives be submitted to the 
Diet. 

The Estimate of Revenue and Expenditure 
forthe 31st year of AMfeifi (1898-9) had been 
compiled on the lines of that for the preceding 
year, but in order to place the national finances 
on a sound basis, we have directed our Ministe: 
of State to prepare a scheme of increased taxa- 
tion, which, together with an urgent supple- 
mentary budget and other projecis of law, will 
be submitted to the Diet. 

We expect that you will exercise the fullest 
care and examination in discharging your 
functions of deliberation and consent, 


[Iupsriat Sign Manvat ] 
[Great Seal.] 

















The following officials were nominated on 
the rath ant as Government Delegates in 
the approaching session of the Diet :— 

With reference to the Civil Coder. Ume 
Ke ident of the Legislative Bureau; 
Dr H it, Professor of Law College of 
the Imperial University: Me. Tabe Ho, coun 
cillor of the Judicial Department; Mr. Okano 
Keijivo, Professor of the Law College. 

For the Department of: 

Foreign Affaiis.—Mr. Komua Jutaro, Vice- 
Minister for Foreign Affairs; Mi, ubiashi 
Nobukata, Sectetary. 
je Affairs.—Mr. Matsuoka Koki, Vices 
inister; Mr, Yasuba Hokwa, Gor 
kaide; Mi. Maki Bokushia, 
Police Bureau; Mr. Arai Kunizo, 
the Prefectural Burea Mr. Nomma Sei 
Director of the Formos: au; Me. Ki 
Kinya, Superintendent of the Siuines and Te 


























President of 














Bureau; Mr. Gamo Sen, Director of the Huk- 





the Sanitary ea 

Finance,— Mr. 1 
Mr, Megata Tanetate 
Bure: Mr, Matsuo Shinzen, President of the 
Finance Bureau; Mr. Sakatani Yoshiro, Direc 
tor of the Accountants’ Bureau; Me. Soyeda 
Juichi, President of the Superintendence Bureau; 
Messrs. Wakatsuki Reijito and Atai Kentaro, 
Revenue Inspecto: 

Wat.—Mr. Nakamua Yuj Vice Minister; 
Baron Noda Katsu, Paymaster General of the 
Auny. 

Navy.—Baron Tia Shunk 
Mi. Murakami Keij 
the Navy. 
ice. —Mi. Yokota Kaniomi, Vice Minister; 
Takagi Toyozo, President of the Civil and 


























hi, Vice-Minister ; 
» Account je 









Education.—Mr. Oyama Kenzo, Vice: 
Mr. Terada Yukichi, Secretary. 
Agticulture and Co r. Fujita Shiro, 
Vice Minister ; Ms. Ashihata Seifu, President of 
the Marine Products Bureau; Mr. Watanabe Yu, 
Director of the Forestry yeau; Mr. Watanabe 
Wataru, Director of the Mining Bureau 
Co i ns. — Me. Den Kenjiro, Vice 
koshi Narinori, President of the 


pister 5 
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FINANCE, 
Collating the information furnished by 
vernacular jourvals—especially the Shogyo 
Shimpo, which, as might have been ex- 
pected, is notably accurate on the subject 
of finance—we gather a pretty clear idea 
of the Cabinet’s economical programme. 
In the first place, there will be no such ill- 
considered procedure as the raising of 
foreign or domestic loans so long as a 
large sum, the proceeds of the Indemnity, 
is lying in the Treasury’s vaulis. The 
money in hand will be employed for pre- 
sent requirements, and when the pur- 
poses for which it was originally destined 
call for additional expenditures, special 
means of procuring funds will be adopted. 
‘To make this clearer, we may add that 
the outlays in connection with the posé- 
bellum programme were to have been 
defrayed partly with the Indemnity and 
partly by means of a domestic loan. The 
stale of the market does not permit of the 
latter’s being floated at present, whereas, 
on the other hand, the proceeds of the 
Indemnity have become available at au 
earlier period than that anticipated origi- 
nally. Hence recourse to a loan will be 
deferred until the Indemnity has been 
entirely spent. When that time comes— 
apparently it will be in r900— the ques- 
tion between a foreign loan and a dome- 
stic will have to be again considered. 
Meanwhile, the Government will seek to 
alleviate the dearth of floating capital by 
appropriating a sum of twenty million 
yen, five millions being placed with the 
Industrial Bank for the accommodation of 
manufacturers, and fifteen millions with 
the Bank of Japan for the redemption of 
of War Bonds. 





Turning now to the ordinary expendi- 
tures, it has to be noted, at the outset, that 
the annual outlays for the maintenance of 
the Army and Navy will be 51 million yen, 
instead of 2g millions, the sum expended 
on the two services before the consumma- 
tion of the expansion programme. = It 
would be very interesting to know how 
this estimate of 51 millions is reached. 
The original estimate, at the time of draft- 
ing the post-bellum scheme, was 41 
millions, which, however, did not include 
any allowance for maintaining the fleet at 
its new standard or keeping the ships in 
repair. We have hitherto’ supposed— 
basing our calculations on the co-efficients 
adopted England—that 9} millions 
would be needed for keeping the Navy 
up to its standard and 4 millions for re- 
pai Hence the total outlay on account 
of the Army and Navy would have been 
534 millions, whereas the figure now 
quoted by vernacular newspapers is 51] ¢ 














millions. Moreover, we do not know 
whether the increase from 4r to §1 
millions is on account of the appreciation 





of commodities, or whether it includes the 
allowances here spoken of. We pass on, 
therefore, without attempting to elucidate 
the point. The next addition to the ordi- 
nary expenditures is 16 millions, on ace 
count of the national debt, official salaries, 
and pensions, &c. It is now recognised 
that the salaries of all officials belonging 
to the lower classes will have to be raised. 
‘Their pay is not only insufficient to sup- 
port them, but compares also so un- 
favourably with the emoluments offering 
in other employments that the Govern- 
ment can not procure the services 
of intelligent men obliged, Ke 


an 
entrust impogtaimt dl uty Ge soi be 








inferior capacities. ‘Thus the sums re- 
quired for the Army and Navy, the service 
of the public debt, and increased salaries 
will aggregate 38 million yen more than 
the total under the ante-bellum system, 


Now, as to the means of providing for 
this extra outlay, it has to be observed, in 
the first place, that the sources of addi- 
tional revenue set forth in the Ito Cabinet's 
scheme of 1896, have not proved as pro- 
lific as was expected. The Registration 
Tax, owing to changes made in the system 
by the Diet, has had its yield reduced by 
1} million yen. The Business Tax gives 
2 millions less‘than the estimate, and the 
same is true of the Tobacco Monopoly. 
The Saké Tax alone fulfils the expecta- 
tions formed of it. Adding the total 
deficit under these headings—namely 54 
millions—to the 38 millions shown above, 
we have an aggregate sum of 43% millions 
to be provided, whereas the provision con- 
templated by the pos¢-del/um programme 
was only 25 millions. It would appear 
from this calculation that 184 million yer 
represents the total addition, allowance 
for which will have to be made in the 
accounts, but the Cabinet, owing to vari- 
ous other considerations which are not 
set forth, is of the opinion that an increase 
of from 30 to 40 millions of ordinary re- 
venue must be provided. Heavier tax- 
ation is, of’ course, the only way to meet 
the situation, 














The taxes suggesting themselves for 
alteration are the Land Tax, the Saéé Tax, 
and the Income Tax. As tothe Land Tax, 
we need not reproduce the arguments 
given for its incr They have been 
repeatedly urged in these columns. The 
method alone has to be noted, namely, 
re-assessment, with a view to equalizing 
the incidence of the tax, and putting an 
enhanced value on the price of the kokw 





2, 






of rice. The following are the estimated 
increments :— 
Yen 
Wet fields... 9,772,465 
D y fields 2,027,885 


Building Lands 





798,347 





Towal,, 13,598,697 


Turning, now, to the Saké ‘Tax, the idea 
is to raise the rate to Io yen per koku, 
thereby obtaining an additional revenue 
of 12 millions, proper steps being taken, 
atthe same time, to control the sale of 
alcohol, Domestic brewing will have to 
be interdicted, however, and there will be 
areduction of 660,000 yen on that account, 
so that the net increase from the Saké 
Tax may be putat 114 millions, Finally, 
by changing the sliding scale (riushin- 
ritsu) of the Income Tax and by certain 
other modifications of minor sources of 
income, a further increase of from 6 to 
millions can be obtained. Thus, finally, 
an additional revenué of over 30 millions 
is in sigit without difficulty. 

We fancy that our readers have acquired 
by this time a pretty clear idea of Japanese 
finance at present. Our own a 
the situation, published in the s 
last year, has been exactly confirmed by 
facts. We showed that when the grants 
in aid of Formosa and of navigation en- 
couragement included in the ac- 
counts, it would probably be necessary to 
resort to increased taxation, even onthe 
hypothesis that the new sources of reve- 
nue devised by the Government—namely, 
the Registration Tax, the Bus 
and the Tobacco Monopoly 














were 












prolific as was anticipated. We also in- 
sisted that an increase of the Land Tax 
and of the Sake Tax would be the best 
means of obtaining the desired revenue. 
The above three néw taxes have not, 
however, proved as prolific as the estimate. 
Their proceeds are nearly five million yer 
less than the figures originally set down. 
Moreover, the compulsory contributions 
from official salaries on account of ship- 
building expenses have been discontinued, 
resulting in a loss of 2} millions of income, 
while, on the other hand, the grants for 
encouraging navigation will have to be 
increased by 4} million yew at least, and 
the contribution on account of Formosa 
will reach 13% millions, Here, then, wi 
have practically an addition of 24} 
lion and for which it becomes necessary 
to make provision, The service of the 
national debt is also becoming more one- 
rous, and will be still more soa few years 
hence, when 220 millions have been spent 
on railways and other productive public 
works. Another point to be remembered 
is that prudent financiers do not content 
themselves with providing a revenue which 
leaves no margin above expenditures. 
The State ought to have a reserve to meet 
a sudden emergency. The Shogyo Shimpo 
believes that all these considerations w 
induce the Government to introduce a bil 
providing for increased taxation in the 
present session of the Diet, but there are 
reasons which make us doubt whether so 
much celerity will be possible. 


















COUNT INOUFE UN THE FINAN- 


CIAL QUESTION. 
es 

A member of the Shogyo Shimpo's staff 
has waited on Count Inouye and solicited 
some statement of the Minister's inten- 
tions. Count Inouye answered with some 
semblance of frankness, but a careful 
perusal of the language attributed to him 
by the Shogyo leads us to conclude that 
his object was to avoid giving any definite 
information. What he said, in effect, was 
that people were putting their own con- 
structions on his acts, They watched 
every movement made by him. If he in- 
clined his head to the left, they cried out 
that he was going to arrange for the State 
purchase of private railways ; if he bent it 
to the right, they concluded at once that 
he had made up his mind to raise a 
foreign loan, But, in point of fact, he 
was simply pondering. The finances of 
a State were not things to be lightly 
handled. The most profound reflection, 
the most minute investigation, must pre- 
cede every step. It did not follow that 
the completion of inquiries must be at 
once followed by the inception of a policy. 
He was determined that nothing should be 
imperilled by precipitancy. That, in effect, 
is the gist of what his Excellency said. 

















The ¥1/i Shimpo also publishes an utter- 
ance of the Minster of Finance. It 
refers to the Public Undertakings Loan. 
Our readers are aware that of the total 
expenditures contemplated in the posé- 
bellum programme, 13§ million yen were 
to be defrayed out of the proceeds of a 
domestic loan called the Public Under- 
takings Loan (Figyo Kasai). They are 
also aware that, owing to the unfavour- 
able state of the money market, it has 
hitherto proved impossible to raise any 
considerable part of this loan, The ques- 
tion then arises, must the enterprises be 
aspetidedon account of which the money 
AS, needed %) Eount nouye, according to 
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the ii, replies in the negative. The 
payment of the remaining portion of the 
Indemnity in a lump sum obviates any in- 
convenience of that kind. Appropriations 
can be made from ft to meet immediate 
demands, But the destination of the In- 
demnity was also settled by the posé- 
bellum programme, and if it is tempo- 
rarily diverted to some other purpose, 
recourse must ultimately be had to the 
foreign market for funds. Hence a 
foreign loan sooner or later seems in- 
evitable. But neither the exact amount, 
nor the time, has yet been fixed. Count 
Inouye thinks that after the introduction 
of acertain quantity of foreign money, 
the domestic market will recover its tone 
sufficiently to permit the floating of the 
final portion of the Public Undertakings 
Loan. 








AMERICA AND SPAIN. 
Pg 


Events point to the correctness of the 
suggestion made some days ago in these 
columns, namely, that Spain’s strength 
having been almost exhausted during the 
past two years by efforts to subdue the 
rebellions in Cuba and the Philippines, 
she is quite unprepared to enter upon a 
naval conflict with a first-class Power like 
the United States. Twenty days have 
now elapsed since an American squadron 
sailed from Key West to blockade Havana, 
and the Spanish fleet still remains in Ca- 
diz. Such delay on Spain’s part can be 
attributed to one of two reasons only ; 
namely, that she is not ready to fight, or 
that she has deliberately adopted the 
policy of leaving to the United States a 
free hand for the time being. Some ob- 
servers would see a considerable measure 
of astuteness in the latter plan. The 
Americans, they say, do not want Cuba. 
All that they want is to secure the inde- 
pendence of the Cubans and put an end 
to Spanish interference in Cuban affairs, 
But neither of those objects can be fully 
achieved without Spain’s acquiescence. 
For even supposing that the Spanish 
troops were driven out of Cuba and that 
the island was handed over to the insur- 
gents who have been so long fighting for 
freedom, it is evident that unless the 
United States undertook the duty of 
guardianship, the Cubans would be per- 
petually exposed to the danger of attack 
from Spain. That would be a situation 
very harassing to America. She could 





not consent to be saddled with the res-] ,, 


ponsibility of protecting Cuba for the 
Cubans; she would not annex the island 
herself, and it is more than doubtful whe- 
ther she could get any State to take 
it off her hands until Spain’s consent was 
secured. Besides, it is easier to talk of 
taking Cuba than to take it. American 
soldiers sent there at the present season 
would suffer terribly, and America has no 
forces immediately available for the 
purpose. From all those points of view 
Spain may deem it wise to play a waiting 
game, keeping America in constant alarm 
of war and leaving her with a difficult 
problem on her hands. Such a programme, 
we say, is attributed to Spain by some 
observers, but for our part we can not 
believe that she seriously contemplates it 
In the first place, it is entirely contrary 


to Spanish character to take buffets 
from any enemy without returning 
them. In the second place, if Cuba and 


Puertorico pass into American possession 
by force of arms, it will be inconyparably 
more difficult to recover Ahenn, 


to retain them while they are still garris- 
oned by Spanish troops. In fact, the 
latter consideration seems conclusive. 
For if the Spanish garrisons are driven out, 
Spain would either have to abandon the 
islands altogether or to reconquer them 
by an effort of which she is hardly cap- 
able. She has proved herself unable to 
hold them against a section of the inhabit- 
ants, What possible hope could she have 
of recovering them from the whole of the 
inhabitants with America’s opposition 
thrown into the scale ? Moreover, to let 
Cuba pass into America’s grasp would be 
to surrender the prize of the combat. It is 
about that the United States and Spain 
have gone to war, and to surrender the 
island at once on the chance of recon- 
quering it hereafter would be a line of 
procedure with which the Spanish nation 
could not be expected to sympathise. 
We come back, therefore, to the conclu- 
sion that unreadiness is the cause of the 
delay. If the Spanish fleet were pre- 
pared to go sea, it would have sailed long 
ago to seek the foe and save Cuba. 


It appears that we were mistaken in 
supposing that the Spanish ships were 
not ready to put to sea. They seem to 
have left St. Vincent almost immediately 
after the declaration of war, and to have 
crossed the Atlantic slowly, probably 
saving their coal as much as_ possible. 
At Martinique the ships were within from 
three hundred to four hundred miles of 
Puertorico, where Admiral Sampson was 
said to have been bombarding San Juan, 
on the 13th instant, A collision betwee 
the two fleets must very soon occur, 
indeed, it has not occurred already. 
Meanwhile the telegraph tells us strange 
things. The first is that the Americans 
attempted to land troops at Cienfuegos, 
on the southern coast of Cuba. We do 
not for a moment believe that any such 
attempt was made, The United States 
Government would not think of landing 
troops until the Spanish fleet is disposed 
of. We are also told of a most extra- 
ordinary essay made by a torpedo vessel 
and three gunboats to enter the port of 
Cardenas. he story is related in such 
detail that we must not doubt it, but what 
on earth three craft of the kind 
can have had in view when they exposed 
themselves to the fire of fortifications at 
close range, we are unable to conceive, 
There can not have been intention of bom- 
barding the forts. Gunboats and torpedo 
els do not carry artillery suitable for 
such a purpose. Still less can there have 
been any intention of effecting a landing. 
Possibly there were some merchantmen 
to be captured, but that, too, is scarcely 
credible. If the tale be true, the Ameri- 
can officers seem to have engaged in a 
desperate and useless enterprise. Had 
there been anything to accomplish, the 
nature of the risks incurred would have 
received little consideration from Ameri- 
can seamen, but gunboats and a torpedo 
vessel pitting themselves against forts at 
point-blank range—it is not war but mere 
reckless bravado. Some explanation is 
much to be desired. 




















A statement which seems to us quite 
incredible is that Commodore Dewey, 
when about to take his ships into action 
at Cavite, ran up the signal, Remember 
the Maine!" It is not a bit like Com- 
modore Dewey to do anything of the kind, 
and neither the officers nor the men 
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undey his command would have approved 








COUNT OKUMA, 
fe 

Count Okuma has been talking with his 
usual frankness to a representative of the 
Hochi Shimbun on the subject of finance. 
He believes that the story about a foreign 
loan of 150 million yen is erroneous. Re- 
course must ultimately be had to foreign 
capital to procure the funds which were 
to have been obtained by the two domestic 
loans for Public Undertakings and Rail- 
ways, but that is a thing of the future. 
The plan attributed to the Government 
might produce temporary alleviation of 
the present distress, but would aggravate 
it ultimately, and there is little probability 
that any such scheme is contemplated. 
Concerning the redemption of War Bonds, 
said to be contemplated to a limited ex- 
tent, Count Okuma does not, as a general 
rule, approve of official meddling in the 
finances of the people; but there are 
occasions on which the rule should be 
departed from, and he thinks that the 
present is such a case. He spoke also of 
increased taxation, with special reference 
to the Land Tax, and said that, while 
appreciating the necessity, he considered 
that the Government should make every 
effort to improve its organization and to 
place things upon a thoroughly economi- 
cal basis before appealing to the country 
for more money. 











THE INDUSTRIAL BANK AND THE 
COTTON.SPINNING COMPANIES. 
See tere eee 

Events are justifying the anticipation 
formed in these columns some time ago, 
namely, that the difficulties now exper- 
ienced by the cotton-spinning companies 
would be productive of benefit by com- 
pelling them to introduce greater order 
into their affairs. Their applications to 
the Industrial Banke for monetary accom. 
modation have induced the Bank to an- 
nounce that it can not make loans unless 
the borrowing company pledges itself, by 
a resolution adopted ata general meeting, 
to lay aside 3 per cent. of its profits 
annually as a reserve to meet the wear 
and tear of the plant, and 4 of the profits 
—after deducting the above sum—as a 
reserve to meet losses. Apparently many 
of the companies have hitherto heen dis- 
regarding these essential precautions. 








SOUL-CHEMULPO RAILWAF., 





o— 

It has already been stated, on the 
authority of vernacular journals, that the 
Séul-Chemulpo Railway, for which Mr. J. 
R. Morse, of the American Trading Com- 
pany, obtained a fifteen-years concession 
in the autumn of 1896, had_ practically 
passed into the possession of a Japanese 
syndicate. The facts are again related by 
the Shogyo Shimpo, but do not differ in 
any essential respect from those previously 
published. We do not gather from what 
our contemporary says that any forward 
movement has yet been made with regard 
to the Sdul-Fusan line. According to a 
protocol signed by the Korean Guvern- 
ment in 1894, the concessions for the 
Sdul-Chemulpo and the Séul-Fusan roads 
—the Kyon-in and Kyom-pu as the Japan- 
ese call them—should have been given to 
Japanese subjects, but the Korean Au- 
thorities thereafter showed considerable 
reluctance to implement their engagement; 
reluctanceinspiged;by a foreign Power, it 
§ generally supposed is 
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TOKYO DRAMATIC AND MUSICAL 
SOCIETY. 
— + 

The Tokyo Dramatic and Musical 
Society gave its second performance for 
the season on the evening of the 17th 
instant in the usual building. The piece 
chosen for the oecasion was a farcical 
comedy in three acts, adapted from the 
German of Franz von Schénthan, and 
entitled “ Offerings to Folly.” Its basis 
is the eccentric action of a Prince who, 
seeing in an art gallery an anonymous 
portrait of a young lady with a magui- 
ficent dog by her side, despatches his 
secretary (Signor Pescatore) to search for 
the original, The Prince’s object is to 
obtain the dog, but the secretary imagines 
that his employer's desire points to the 
lady, and the latter, as well as her mother, 
fall into the same error. The young lady’s 
father (Mfr. Frederick Salmon) a pompous, 
vain and weak-mjnded person, who has 
written verses inthe spring of his life, and 
who, while professing to hate publicity, 
longs at heart to see his name in print ; 
Dr. Pollock, a literary adventurer who 
makes a livelihood by preying upon the 
vanity of “unrecognised genius”; Mr. 
and ~ Mrs. Turbot, son-in-law and 
daughter of the Salmons; Mr. Herbert 
Grayling, lover of Miss Rosa Salmon, 
the original of the portrait; Crad, a post- 
man, and Minna, a maid-servant, complete 
the cast. The characters ‘were distri- 
buted thus :— 


Frederick Salt 
Paul Tarhot 











Captain Brinkley. 
Me. Conde 






Herbert Grayling + Mr. Patter 
Dr. Pollock 2 Clay MacCauley. 
Signor Pescar Mr. P. May. 

Crab. Mr. W. F. Page. 

Mrs. Saimon Miss Fanny vou Fallot. 
Maud Miss Terry. 





Miss Scheveschefesky. 
sae Miss Aoki, 
y) wuss Master J. Brinkley, 


The play was very well mounted, the 
scenery being suitable and the decora- 
ons pretty. All this part of the business, 
n fact virtually the whole of the work 
connected with the stage and the arrange- 
ments behind it, devolved upon Mr. J 
Conder, the Honorary Secretary of the 
Society, whose artistic qualifications are 
of incalculable value, and whose unflag- 
ging energy and remarkable talents of 
contrivance and design cannot be suffici- 
culty praised. Mr. E. Beart undertook 
the duties of stage manager, coming all 
the way from Yokohama for each re- 
hearsal. It cannot be necessary for us to 
speak of Mr. Beart in this capacity. His 
very exceptional qualifications are a 
household word among all the foreign 
communities of China and Japan, We 
may, however, add a fact which can be 
fully attested only by those fortunate 
enough to have received his instruction, 
namely, that his good-humour and pati- 
ence are as inexhaustible as his com- 
petence is exceptional. The Tokyo 
amateurs had never previously enjoyed the 
benefit of his aid, and they are never 
likely to be satisfied without it hereafter. 
Before the rising of the curtain’ and be- 
tween the second and third acts the 
audience had the great pleasure of hearing 
concerted pieces for pian6and violins, the 
piano being taken by Mrs. Page and Miss 
Gertrude Page, and the violins being in 
the hands of Miss K. Page, Miss A. Page, 
Miss H. Page, and Master N. Page. Miss 
von Fallot also played a solo on the 
piano, between the first second a 

with all her yonted briflian grad gle 
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Tom (a shop: 


















ness, and the musical part of the pro- 
gramme concluded with a vocal duet by 
Mrs. Page and Miss A. Page, the latter’s 
fresh, limpid voice blending beautifully 
with her mother’s rich contralto notes. 

In speaking of the acting we have to 
record at the outset the great disappoint- 
ment the Society experienced owing to 
Madame le Baronne d’Anethan’s illness, 
and her consequent inability to appear 
as Mrs. Salmon, a role which she would 
certainly have played with signal success. 
Miss Fanny von Fallot kindly consented, 
at the eleventh hour, to take the part, and 
her manner of acting it left nothing to be 
desired. This young lady possesses his- 
trionic abilities of which it has been our 
privilege to speak on previous occasions, 
and we need only say that as Mrs. Salmon 
she added another triumph to her list. A 
scarcely less important part was that of 
Rosa Salmon. It brought upon the stage 
a débutante (Miss Scherechefsky) who 
showed much power and versatility, and 
whose exquisite enunciation greatly en- 
hanced the charm of her acting, Miss 
Aoki, as Minna, the servaut-maid, 
achieved one of the hits of the evening. 
Her sweet winsome ways and graceful 
movements won repeated and well 
deserved rounds of applause. Indeed, it 
must be said that all the minor parts were 
exceptionally well rendered, Miss Terry, 
as Mrs. Turbot, and Mr. Conder, as Afr. 
Turbot, managed to invest insignificant 
réles with much character and interest. 
We expect such successes from Mr. 
Conder, of course, for he has made his 
mark more than onze in leading parts ; 
but Miss Terry, who had not previously 
appeared upon the Tokyo stage, deserves 
special congratulation, Probably the 
most difficult task of all fellto Mr. Patter- 
son. As “Herbert Grayling, he had 
to undertake the terrible corveé of 
making love in public. He did it ex- 
cellently, preserving from first to last a 
repose of manner and an absence of 
gesticulation that thoroughly suited the 
character but are seldom within the range 
of an amateur's capacity. Signor Pes- 
catore (Mr. Paul May) “captured” the 
audience from the moment of his ap- 
pearance before the fuot-lights, and went 
on from success to success. is render- 
ing of the dandified, addle-brained old 
Italian ballet-master was irresistibly funny, 
and brought down the house again and 
again. Dr. Clay MacCauley made an 
ideal Dr. Pollock. His “get up” and 
acting as a wily adventurer were truly 
admirable, and his final exit under the 
clouds of exposure and disgrace showed 
dramatic power of a high-order. An 
insignificant character—that of Craé, the 

















postman, was kindly undertaken and 
most _capitally represented by Mr. 
W. F. Page, who also discharged 





the duties of prompter. Frederice Sal- 
mon's rdle is well conceived by the Ger- 
man author and might be made very 
effective, but it is beyond the capabilities 
of the gentleman who undertook it on 
‘Tuesday evening. After the performance, 
refreshments were served on the stage to 
the actresses, the actors, and their friends, 
and the healths of Messrs. Beart & Con- 
der, Madame la Baronne d’Anethan, Miss 
von Fallot, and the Page family were cn- 
thusiastically drunk, 








‘a USOC USES NISHIKI”" 

We observe in ine: Japan Times an edi- 
torial note on the subject of the fabric 
known as ¢susure-nishiki. Our contem- 
porary says that the textile department of 
the Mitsui firm, having instituted a search 
for weavers trained in the art, has found 
an expert called Soemon Kyowara, and 
has placed an extensive factory under bis 
charge. This enterprise is further spoken 
of as a “ revival,” and altogether the note 
in the Fapan Times conveys the impres- 
sion that the weaving process called ¢su- 
sure-ori had virtually ceased to be prac- 
tised, and would have fallen completely 
into disuse had not the Mitsui firm taken 
steps to resuscitate it. That is not the 
case, unless some special variety of ésse- 
sure-nishiki be alluded to. Probably 
many of our readers are unfamiliar with 
the term dsusure-ori. We may, therefore, 
explain that in this kind of fabric the out- 
lines of the decorative design are pierced 
throughout in tiny holes, so that the pat- 
tern seems to be detached at innumerable 
points from the body of the fabric. A 
rough illustration of the principle is seen 
in the perforated frame surrounding a 
postage stamp. The effect produced by 
this process is delicale and beautiful, 
though whether there is full compensation 
for the extra labour involved may be con- 
sidered doubtful. At all events, the point 
we wish to make is that the art of ¢ésusure- 
ort has never fallen into disuse. Nume- 
rous fine specimens have been produced 
from time to time during the past twenty 
years, and no exhibition that we can recall 
during the Meiji era has been without 
examples. 





CAPITAL FOR RAILWAYS. 
Bis si ea 
The success achieved by the promoters 
of the Formosa Railway in borrowing 
fifteen million yen from Messrs. Peacock 





and Company, of London, seems to have 
suggested to several railway companies 
that the best way of importing cheap 
money is to have direct recourse to the 
foreign market without any agitation in 
favour of the State purchase of private 
tailways, the redemption of War Bonds, or 
such projects. The Formosa Company 
was bound by the terms of its original 
charter to commence work by the 15th of 
the present month, but it has obtained an 
extension of sixty days. Its intention is 
to lodge the 15 million yex in the Bank of 
Japan at 5 per cent. interest, and to draw 
it out by degrees as required for construc- 
tion purposes. Considering that the inler- 
est paid to the English capitalists is only 
5 percent, the very favourable nature of 
the arrangement effected by the Company 
becomes at once apparent, and other cor- 
porations, which find themselves obliged 
lo abandon contemplated enterprises or 
suspend works already commenced, since 
they can not afford to procure money 
in the domestic market at 10 per cent. 
interest, are now planning to follow the 
Formosa Company’s example. We read 
in vernacular journals that nine com - 
panies are planning a combination for 
the purpose of obtaining 20 million yes 
abroad. The names of the companies are 
the Kiwa (Kishiu-Yamato), the Toyokawa 
(Owari), the Zuso (Izu-Sagami), the Kyoto, 
the Chiugoku, the Boso (Awa-Boshiu), the 
Ota {Shimosa), the Holeuyetsu (Echigo) 
(Osaka). 
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COUNT OKUMA ON SHASHI. 
Sea 
Count Okuma has been interviewed 


with regard to the Shashi outrage and 


the Hochi Shimbun publishes his opinions. 
He says that the incident is most unfor- 
tunate for China and that she deserves 
commiseration. [t is not impossible that 
some Japanese may welcome the event 
as constituting a pretext for preferring 
demands, according to the precedent es- 
blished by Germany. But the heart of the 
nation would oppose anything of that kind. 
Japan never forgets that she is the pioneer 
of civilized progress in the East, and that 
it is her duty to set an example of modera- 
tion and justice in her dealings with foreign 
Powers. She ought to be able toappreciate 
China’s difficulties. The  anti-foreigu 
spirit pervading the population of Hupeh 
finds its parallel in the spirit that animated 
a considerable section of the Japanese 
nation thirty years ago, and, just as the 
Tokyo Government was then unable to 
prevent the burning of legations, the 
assassination of foreigners, and other 
disgraceful outrages, so the Peking 
authorities are vow unable to provide full 
security for the lives and properties of 
foreigners in the provinces, The states- 
men now in office in Japan, Marquis Ito 
and Count Inouye, were themselves Soshi 
in pre-Restoration days, and will have no 
difficulty in understanding the difficulties 
against which China bas now to contend. 
All those that have access to the public 
ear should endeavour, at this juncture, to 
culcate the duty of showing moderation 
and tolerance towards the neighbouring 
empire. It will doubtless be found that 
Great Britain’s action in the matter is 
just and forbearing, but, even should such 
not be the case, Japan thust show herself 
fair-minded and sympathetic. 


7HE FORMOSA RAILWAY COMPANY 
AND ITS FOREIGN LOAN. 
par Nae 

It has been affirmed confidently in 
several quarters that the Formosa Railway 
Company have concluded an agreement 
with Messrs. Peacock and Company, of 
London, to borrow a sum of fifteen million 
yen, in round numbers, at 6 per cent. in- 
terest. Doubts were suggested, however, 
as to the feasibility of such a transaction, 
in view of the facts that the Company’s 
charter does not sanction the borrowing 
of a sum of money greater than fifty per 
cent. of the paid up capital, and that, as 
yet, there is no paid-up capital, for, though 
ten million ye have been subscribed, no 
call has been made. We now learn, how- 
ever, from vernacular journals that this 
restrictive clause has been removed from 
the Company’s charter, and that permission 
has been given for borrowing the whole 
capital, if necessary. On the other hand 
the Government will exercise closer super- 
vision than ever of the Company’s affairs, 
and will insist, among other things, that 
the money borrowed in England shall be 
deposited with the Bank of Japan. I[t 
evident that the Company will not need 
more than a small part of the money at the 
outset, and if the directors are tempted, by 
an offer of high interest, to lodge the money 
in some less careful bank, it may find 
its way into the hands of speculators, and 
contribute to still further dislocate the 
share market. The Bank of Japan will 
therefore receive it on deposit_at 5 


per cent. 
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THE ROSSO.FAPANESE PROTOCOL. 
- 





Since our last reference to Japanese 
journalistic opinion about the Russo- 
Japanese Protocol, some further com- 
ments have appeared in the Tokyo press. 
The Shogyo Shimpo, for example, regards 
the Protocol as an emphatic success, and 
thinks that, taken in conjunction with the 
promise obtained from China about Fuh- 
kien, it may well be considered credit- 
able to Japanese diplomacy. Russia 
has been induced to declare in the most 
emphatic terms her recognition of 
Korea's completz independence. It was 
to secure that independence that Japan 
fought China, and no one can deny that, 
six months ago, Russia’s action in the 
peninsula constituted a serious menace 
to Korea’s sovereignty and permanent 
integrity. Similarly Russia has been 
persuaded to givea pledge that she will 
not supply fivancial or military advisers 
to Korea, even though the latter ask for 
them, without Japan’s acquiescence. Such 
an engagement is a radical departure 
from the course recently pursued by her. 
Then, finally, there is her promise not to 
place any obstacle in the path of Japanese 
commercial and industrial development 
in the peninsula. Altogether, if the pros- 
pect of concluding such an agreement had 
presented itself last year, it would have 
been regarded with incredulity by one half 
of the public and welcomed. heartily. by 
the ‘other. Party politicians alone will 
view it with disfavour, 




















TH * KOBE CHRONICLE'S 
CORRECTION. 
> 

It is now explained by the Kobe Chron- 
tcle that when it wrote “foreigners sus- 
pected of crime are to undergo punish- 
ment in Sugamo Prison,” it intended to 
say “convicted of crime,” but that its 
“subsequent remarks as to foreigners 
under detention had reference to the 
Kajibashi prison, which, the d/ail states, 
is to be used for foreigners arrested in 
the Tokyo district and detained awaiting 
trial.” Now the “subsequent remarks ” 
were these :— 








Ave foreigners artested in the provinces to be 
detained in a Tokyo fu prison, and caried back 
wards and forwards for examination and tial to 
the district where the alleged crime was commit 
ted? [tty only reasonable to assume that a foe 
reigne: atested in the i din 
the nearest provincial prison during the process 
of his examination, 

We fail altogether to see how these re- 
marks could have been intended to apply to 
the case of suspects ‘arrested in the Tokyo 
distri In fact, the Kobe Chronicle's 
observations about “ foreigners arrested 
in the provinces being carried backwards 
and forwards for examination and trial to 
the district where the alleged crime was 
committed can not possibly have been 
penned with reference to the Tokyo 
district alone. However, the matter is 
of trifling importance except as showing 
that before undertaking to criticise a 
report compiled by the President and 
other members of the Yokohama Chamber 
of Commerce, the Kobe journal might at 
least have endeavoured to master the 
salient facts of the question, Not the 
smallest inconvenience would be involved 
in making the Kajibashi prison a place 
of detention for suspects arrested in the 
Tokyo district. Such persons would be 


sat up for trial in 

















cir 











1 Tokyo under any| pleted, ead 
poncesand a prison in Tokyois the! Treaties ‘shatil 


UN 


\ 


proper place for their detention. It follows 
that the Xobe Chronicle's comments about 
“carrying backwards and forwards for 
examination and trial”? and about “ the 
provinces” are laughably irrelevant. But, 
in pointing out these misconceptions, we 
do not wish to be interpreted as seeking 
to minimize the importance of the general 
question, The case of foreigners who 
may be arrested in the provinces al a dis- 
tance from any jail suitable for their 
detention, calls for consideration, and has 
received full consideration, we under- 
stand, at the hands of the Committee 
charged with the duty of making investi- 
gations for the operation of the Revised 
‘Treaties. . 








SE: REV SERVICE MONEP. 





The Nippon writesin very strong terms, 
urging the necessity of increasing the 
appropriation of secret-service money for 
the Foreign Office. Our contemporary 
quotes the old Chinese proverb, “ Long 
sleeves are good for dancing; many cash 
make a geod buyer,” and caps it with 
Prince Bismarck’s saying that, of the 
three essentials to successful diplomacy, 
the first is money, the second money, and 
the third money, The secret-service fund 
now allowed for the uses of the Foreign 
Office is only sixty thousand yen, and 
when that sum is divided up among the 
various Legations, the share of each 
amounts to no more than two or three 
thousand yen, which is about enough to 
defray the expenses of a single social 
entertainment. Evidently the — most 
capable official can not possibly discharge 
his functions satisfactorily under such 
straitened circumstances, especially when 
his own salary is so small as to leave 
no margin whatever after the cost of his 
living is defrayed, It has therefore been 
considered necessary in the past to give 
diplomatic posts to noblemen or persons 
possessing large private means, and, of 
course, such a system is not consistent 
with the employment of the most com- 
petent men, The Mppon thinks that 
the ‘secret-service fund for the Foreign 
Office should be increased by two or three 
hundred thousand yen. 











THE NATIONAL UNIONISTS. 
eee gee art 

On the r2th instant, the Parliamentary 
members of the National Unionists held a 
meeling to determine the Party’s policy 
in the approaching session of the Diet. 
Over forty persons attended, and, the 
chair having been taken by Viscount 
Shinagawa, the following resolutions were 
adopted :— 

(1) Iu order to preserve the peace of the East, 
the present programme of naval and military ex+ 
pansion must be maintained and carried to com. 
pletion, 

(2) In accordance with a policy of progress, the 
development of commerce and industry must be 
encouraged, especially with vegard to Kast-Asian 
markets, 

(3) The policy pursued by the present Cabinet 
in Toreign affairs garded by the Paity as 
appropriate to the circumstances of the time, 

(4). In order to place the national finances on a 
sound footing, andpromote economical develop- 
ment, itisunavoidable that rates of taxati 
be changed and that foreign capital sh 
introduced. 

(5) Domestic and foreign conditions tender it 
most important that the proceedings of the Diet 
should be harmoniously conducted, that the legi 
lation with regard to the Codes should be con 

AL Ure operation of the Revised 
td'Ge {eutRmnated. 

/ Y OF ILLINOIS 
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PRISON EXPENDITURES. 


+ 
MONG the many progressive mea- 

sures whose consummation has been 
impeded by the Diet, not the least promin- 
entis the transfer of prison expenditures 
from the localities to the Central Govern- 
ment. Japan’s experience with regard to 
prisons is identical with the experience of 
other countries ; so long as the outlays in- 
curred in connexion with the punishment of 
criminals are defrayed by communes which 
have to tax themselves for the purpose, 
really enlightened treatment of persons 
undergoing sentence—to say nothing of 
uniformity of system—can note hoped for. 
The fact is very strikingly illustrated in 
Japan’s case. Before prison reform be- 
came a burning question in Great Britain, 
there were no object lessons to teach the 
public what a jail ought to be. Pretty 
nearly the same dead level of neglect and 
abuse prevailed everywhere, and it was 
not until other nations—notably the Ame- 
ticans—built prisons in accordance with 
a really civilized plan and organized a 
humane system of administration, that 
Englishmen’s eyes began to be serious- 
ly opened to the imperative necessity 
of progress in this field. In Japan, 
however, the Government has long ap- 
preciated what prisons ought tobe, and 
built at Sugamo, Senju, Miike, and else- 
where jails which, with trifling excep- 
Side by 
side with these excellent institutions may 
be seen provincial and city prisons which 
present a most striking contrast. Even 
in the capital, Tokyo, a visit to the 
Keishicho at Kaji-bashi—the place where 
suspects are detained awaiting trial—or 
to the Ichigaya prison, discloses a state 
of affairs calling urgently for reforms: 
old wooden buildings with cells of 
inadequate dimensions, constructed in a 
manner that must entail great suffering in 
cold weather, and often very defective as 
to sanitary arrangements. Nothing could 
lave been more unfortunate than the 
financial pressure—the necessity of amas- 
sing a hard-money reserve for resuming 
specie payments—which induced the Go- 
vernment, 17 years ago, to transfer the 
prison expenditures to the charges of the 
communes, thus abandoning this important 
branch of administrative responsibities to 
men that were certain lo neglect it. So 
soon as the Cabinet found itself in a posi- 
tion to resume control of the prisons, a bill 
in that sense was submitted to the Die?, but 
the latter, being obstinately bent upon ef- 
fecting its pet project, the reduction of the 
Land Tax, refused again and again to en- 
dorse the Cabinet’s proposal, since the 
burden thus imposed upon the Treasury 
would have constituted a reason for not 
diminishing the income derived from taxa- 
tion. Wiser counsels now sway the na- 
tional assembly, and no doubt is entertain- 
ed in official quarters that the House of 
Representatives 





tions, are models of excellence. 




















session, will pass the bill for restoring the 
control and management of the prisons to 
the Central Government. The total ex- 
penditure now incurred by the communes 
on account of prisons is 4,993,909 yen 
annually, and the income derived from 
the work of the prisoners and other 
sources is 1,438,500 yen. Hence the net 
addition to the Treasury’s burdens when 
the proposed transfer is effected will be 
3,555,409 yen, supposing that the outlays 
are kept at their present figure. But it is 
to be assumed, of course, that great im- 
provements will be effected, involving 
correspondingly increased expenditures. 
Assuredly edifices radically different from 
these now in use will have to be erected. 
The bill providing for the transfer, if 
passed by the Diet in its thirteenth session, 
will become operative from April st, 
189g, and the Government will then have to 
consider the advisability of immediately 
making some special arrangements for the 
accommodation of foreigners awaiting trial. 
The present old-fashioned jails and police- 
stations, as maintained by the communes, 
are, in many cases if not in all, quite unfit 
for persons not accustomed tothe Japanese 
mode of life. To incarcerate foreigners 
in such places would be entirely inconsist- 
ent with the just and liberal intentions 
entertained by the Japanese nation towards 
western people. Noone thinks of claiming 
for an instant that the punishment inflict- 
ed on a foreign malefactor in Japan 





should be lighter than the punishment 
inflicted on a Japanese. We only ask that 
each should suffer equally, and that the 
foreigner should not be condemned toa 
penalty far in excess of that contemplated 
by his judges, the penalty of living under 
circumstances that would be a constant 
torture to ‘him. Were the abolition 
Consular Jurisdiction still two or three 
yearsdistant, there would be no occasion to 
refer to this question : the Government, 
having ample time to effect the necessary 
arrangements, might be confidently trusted 
tomake them, But from April to July the 
interval is only four months, and in that 


of 





Loy Bowel 


brief time it will be impossible to ac- 


complish any substantial reforms of 
a general character. It seems to 
us, however, that no segious  dif- 


The number 
of foreigners apprehended by the Japan- 
ese police—if 


ficulty: stands in the way. 


we except the cases 
of delinquents summarily disposed of— 
is quite insignificant: probably not half- 
a-dozen in the course of a year, if so many. 
Nothing could be simpler than to erect at 
the open ports and in three or four of 
the chief towns a small annexe to the ordi- 
nary jails so that suitable accommodation 
would be available for the incarceration of 
foreigners. The expense would be quite 
trifling—twenty thousand yen would pro- 
bably suffice— and the gain would be 
very great, for unless some such step be 
taken, foreigners will have a legitimate 
grievance which can not fail to cause 
Gction and trouble. 








THE LAND 1AX AND THE REVENUE. 
= qe 

It has been stated in several quarters 
that the method adopted by the Govern- 
ment to obtain a large revenue from the 
Land Tax would be to raise the price of 
the £okw of rice for the purposes of the 
tax. The advantage of such a method 
would be that the desired increase of in- 
come would be obtained without directly 
suggesting to the tax-payers that their 
burdens had been made heavier. Rumour 
now alleges, however, that the more 
straightforward plan of augmenting 
the rate will be resorted to. ‘Ihe 
present figure is 2} per cent. of the tax- 
able value of the land. To what point it 
will be raised we have, as yet, no infor- 
mation, but as the intention is to obtain 
an additional revenue of some 17 million 
yen from this source, we presume that the 
new figure will be 3$ percent. There can 
not be any doubt, we think, that the Go- 
vernment acts wisely in not basing its 
method on the price of the £oku of rice. 
Such a course would be, in some sense, a 
reversion to the old system. One of these 
days it will certainly become necessary to 
undertake reassessment of the taxable 
value of the land so as to equalize the in- 
cidence of the impost, but that isa large 
measure demanding several years’ worl. 








According to the ¥i7t Slampo, the Go- 
vernment’s intention is to seek the Diet’s 
consent to the following augmentations 
of revenue :— 
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mullion yen, 











PICTURE EXHIBITION IN 
YOKOHAMA 
gees, 
Mr. Roberton’s picture exhibition on Thurs: 
day afternoon proved a very delightful success. 
Nearly a hundred works, ranging from com- 
pleted pictures in oils to tiny studies in water 
coloms, displayed the artist's versatility and 
capabilities in a most striking manner. Mr. 
Roberton has travelled widely and the fruits 
of his artistic observation and perseverance 
are of high merit, His English scenes are 
mostly in the Lake district or in Sutrey—the 
two loveliest portions ot the old country that an 
artist could ever wish to deliniate upon canvas, 
Some particularly rich effects are to be found 
in the series of oils that deal with the Lakes ; 
thought the quiet, ineffable charm that hangs 
over the Sarey hills and tivers—which Mr. 
Roberton has so successfully transferred to his 
canvas—may be found even more attractive to 
the eye that loves to gaze on Nature in her 
tenderer moods. A. striking picture is that 
of Kinchinjunga, the monarch of the Indian 
hills, rising superbly above the misty blue 
shot ravines that intervene between it and 
Darjeeling. The artist has also studies of Ita- 
lian and Sicilian scenery : dainty “bits” from 
Penang, Singapore and Hongkong in water- 
colours and also some finished oils of well-known 
scenes in these colonies that appeal to the Far 
Eastern hand who bas once passed through 
them, Altogether the exhibition is above tne 
ordinary run and should be visited on Friday by 
all who failed to see it on Thursday, 














Information has reached London, that Mr, 
Allbert Holbrook Hurst, cousin of Mrs. May- 
brick, has died at Wellington, New Zealand, and 
left his fortune of $22,000 to the convict, He 
makes the stipulation, however, that the trustees 
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are to allow the sum to accumulate, and that it 
be not used to improve her present position or 
abilities incurred in connection 
riyelere hgs-apprehension, 
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DEATH OF MR. GLADSTONE. 
a 
HIS LUFR'S CAREER, 

Mr. Gladstone, who was born on December 
2gth, 1809, was the son of the late Sir John 
Gladstone, Baronet, of Fasqne, Kinc+rdine- 
shire, a well-known Liverpool merchant, He 
was educated at Eton, and graduated at Christ 
Church, Oxford. His Parliamantary experience 
dates from 1832, when he was returned in the 
Conservative interest for Newark. Inthe House 
of Commons he soon attracted the notice of Sir 
Robert Peel, who, in 1834, made him a junior 
Lord of the Tieasmy. By 1835 be was 
Under-Secretary for Colonial Affairs. Peel's 
retirement from office for a moment checked 
his official advance, but in 1841, with Peel's 
return lo power, he was sworn in as Vice-Pre 
silent of the Board of Trade and a member of 
tue Privy Council, Since then until his retie 
ment in 1894, Mr. Gladstone's life was spent 
almost entirely in politics, Breaking with lis 
early allies, the Conservatives, to whom his 
Higi Church sympathies naturally bound him 
at the opening of his career, he became a mem- 
ber of the Coalition Ministry of the Earl of 
Aberdeen in 1852 as Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, but separated himself from the M:nistry 
alter it had been reconstructed under Lord 
Palmerston in 1855 on account of differences 
of opinion on qaestions relating to the Crimean 
War, In 1859, however, he resumed the posiot 
Chancellor ot the Exchequer under Lord Pal- 
merston, and in this capacity was  maiuly 
instrumental in repealing the paper duty, and 
giving England the benefit, as most people con- 
sider it, of acheap press. After the death of 
Palmetston he became leader of the House of 
Commons, but was shortly after thrown into 
opposition by the victory of Disraeli and the 
Conservatives. On the resignation of Mr. 
Disraeli's Ministry in 1868, Gladstoue succeed. 
ed hin as First Lord cf the Treasury, and dur- 
ing the next few years he made history fast. 
The passing of the Irish Charch Disestablish 
ment Act (1869), the Irish Land Act (1870), the 
Elementary Education Act (1870), abolition of 
Purchase in the Army (1871), and the Bailot Act 
(1872) were all measures of prime importance, 
which have had most wide-spreading effects on 
the subsequent history of the nation. On an 
appeal to the conntry in 1874, the Liberals 
sustained a most disastrous deteat, and Disraeli 
again became Prime Minister. “For a time 
Gladstone almost retired from public life, de- 
voling himself chiefly to pamphleteering on 
Church questions and commentary and criticisin 
on the poety of Homer. The Bulgarian 
atrocities, however, once more stirred him up to 
vigorous action, and he commenced his famons 
crusade against the infames of Turkish mis- 
rule, opposiug strenuously in Parliament and 
out the policy of Disraeli, which ended in 
the signing of the Anglo-Turkish Convention, 
Gladstone came back to power on the great 
Liberal wave of 1880, and had to face the Lrish 
problem which confronted him for the rest of 
his official life. Everyone remembers the dreary 
events of those days,the dynamite plots,the Caven. 
dish and Burke murders, the batile over the 
Coercion Bill, the exasperating obstruction of 
Parnell and his party. ‘Trouble in Egypt, too, 
claimed much public attention. The bom. 
bardment of Alexandria, General Wolseley’s 
victory at Tel el Kebir, the Soudan revolt, the 
failure to save Gordon at Khartoum are the 
Chief points which present themselves in taking 
a review of this troubled time. The fate of 
Gordon in particular exposed Mr. Gladstone 
to most acrid criticism, much of it quite unjust, 
The other great work of this ministry was the 
Franchise and Redistribution Acts, greatly ex 
tending the Franchise and giving political power 
tothe agricultural and other labouring classes. At 
the general election in 1885 the Liberals were 
returned in numbers almost equal to those 
of the Conservatives and Parnellites combined. 
The Parneilites thas held the balance of power, 
and their leader was a. man clever enough to 
make fall use of the opportunity the situation 
afforded. Whatever the secret histor the 
matter may have been one thing wa 
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that was that Gladstone adopted a volte face 
policy, His announcement of a Home Rule Bill 
for Ireland shattered the Liberal party. The 
Marquis of Hartington, and with him most of the 
great Whig nobles to whom moderate Liberal- 
ism was a tradition of centuries, broke away 
from an alliance with the Irish members; Mr. 
Chamberiain revolted; the second reading of 
the Bill was rejected ; Gladstone appealed to 
the country; and as a result the Conservatives 
and Liberal Unionists were retuined in over- 
whelming majority, and Lord Salisbury be- 
came Prime Minister, From that time till his 
retirement in 1894 Home Rule was the fixed 
idea with the Liberal leader; but he was sun: 
jected to bitter disappointment, Parnell, having 
escaped the Scylla ot the Zimes charges in- 
vestigated by the famons Commission, wrecked 
his reputation on the Charybdis of the O'Shea 
divorce suit; and Gladstone's demand for 
bis retirement from the leadeiship of the 
lush party cansed a split in the Home Rule 
faction, and rendered the realisation of the 
“Union of Hearts” still more problematical. 
Parnell’s death did not remove the cause of 
division, and ever since the Parnellites and 
Anti-Painellites have hated each other rather 
more thaw the Saxon oppressor! The election 
of 1892 bronght’ Mr. Gladstone back 
to the Premiersbip for the fourth time, but 
it was a futile and heartbreaking task to 
which he was committed, After scenes of 
obstruction culminating ina free fight in the 
House of Commons, the Home Rule Bill was 
passed, but only to be rejected hy. the Upper 
House, This was the supreme effort, In 1894, 
owing ‘oa failure in hearing and evesight, the 
veteran sialesman passed into private life, His 
extraordinary energy did notallow him, in spite 
of his infirmities, to remain entirely qniescent, 
and during the Armenian horrors two years ago 
he made a vigorons and powerful speech directed 
against the horrors of Abdul Hamidl’s policy of 
extermination, He also actively showed his 
sympathy with the Greeks in their ill-advised war 
last spring. Mr. Gladstone was one of the few 
great orators of the latter end of the nineteenth 
Century; his speeches always had the magnetism 
of genins ; and no one could hear him without 
being moved by the power of his language, if 
not by the force of his arguments, Asa writer 
his style was ornate, polished, and. vigorous ; 
and his varied mental gifts, immense energy, 
and splendid character stamp him as undoubt. 
edly one of (he most remarkable men of the age. 


























THE SHASHI OUIRAGE. 
* 

The Fapan Times publishes the following 
official ‘account of the Shashi affair, as tele- 
graphically furnished by the Japanese Consul, 
Mr, Eitaki :— 


In the evening of Bib 
dent of Hunan province, committed a nuisance in 
front of the ises of the China Tradery Steam 
Navigation pany. An employe of the Com- 
pany teprimanded him, struck him, and slightly 
wounded him, Next morning the Chinaman 
called at the company’s premises with a number 
f villagers and demanded a large sum of money as 
compensation for his injuries. ‘Lhe request, how. 
ever, being declined by the office, the dispitte grew 
very fierce and attracted a large mob. The local 
officials despatched some 60 v1 70 soldiers 10 
the spot to provide aguinst emergency. Atabout7 
ofclock in the evening of that day, the gth inst 
gang of viorers (Hunan people) suddenly made 
their appearance tn front of the company’s premt 
sey pulled down the gate and walls, and set fire to 
the premises. The soldiers stationed on the spot 
unfortunately not only did uot do their duty in 
dispersing the rioters hut even aided and abetted 
them, When the news reached the Taotai at 
abou’ g o'clock, he lastened to the scene and 
made every effort to pacify the mob, onde 
another party of Kingchow soldiers to protect the 
Cluistian Churches, The Governor General of 
the Hu and Kwang provinces sent a Chief Com- 
inissionet of police and two inspectors, and a troop 
of soldiers is expected to arrive from Ichang. The 
sumber of rioters arrested up to the present is 
only about ten, the remainder are still wandering 
about in an excited and turbulent state, Grave 
appighensions are entertained for the foreigners. 


ty 
igte™ here for Hankow this morning. 
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MONTALY SUMMARY OF FAPANES 
CURRENT LITERATURE. 
a+ 

A recent number of the Shatai Zasshi has 
an article on “ The Causes of the Immorality of 
Students,” by Yamagata Tékon, which enters 
minutely into the characteristics of the mass of 
modern students and describes the kind of life 
they lead. The following is a short epitome of 
the article :—In an address on this subject de- 
livered by Mr. Watanabe Hiramoto a short time 
ago, the lollowing facts were stated. The num- 
ber of students attending Government and other 
schouls in Tékyd «lone is about 37,680. Al- 
lowing that each of these students spends 12 
yen per month, the sum wonld teach 452,160 
yen per mouth, or 5,425,920 yen per year. The 
proportion of these sindents who actually gra- 
duate is 20 per cent. Gambling and other 
vices are most common among them, In 
Houg6d and Kanda alone during October last 
no less than 8o students were arrested for gam- 
bling. The causes of the general degeneration 
of students given by Mr, Yamagata ave ten in 
number, (1) A change in the subjects af study. 
In ancient umes the nds of sindents were 
centred on morality, and the development of the 
intellect. was a very secondary considetat 
now intellectual sharpness is at a premium 
and ethical studies are at adiscount. (2) A 
change in the class of youths attending school. 
In ancient times students consisted of high 
class samurai aud young men of still higher 
tank. From about 1877 all classes of shizobu 
entered the ranks of students, From about 1887 
the number of Aeimin or plebeians atiending 
school reached half the total number of 
scholars. Ten years later the shisoku element 
had become a vety insignificant and uninfluen- 
tial element, so inch so that the students of the 
present day may. speaking generally, be said to 
be plebeians, (3) All the faults and defects of 
the age, all the fashions of society, affect the 
sindent. The general levity, artificiality, and 
want of seriousness of purpose reflected im the 
lives of older men exercise a powerful influence 
over the mind of youth. (4) A change in the 
relation of teacher and pupil, which in former 
days was like that of a parent to his child, but 
now is more like that of a buyer toa seller, 
(5) Laxity of discipline in schools and the 
means of enforcing it. (6) General prevalence 
of sordidness. ‘The subservience of all things 
to pecuniaty considerations. (7) Students of 
the present day have in a large wumber of cases 
ceased lo expect that their studies will yield 
satisfactory results in future life, Twenty years 
ago to be versed to a fair extent in modem 
learning meant immediate lucrative employ- 
ment, But in recent times competition has 
become keener and for the most part only high 
class students are sure of receiving appointments, 
and employeis shaw a marked preference for the 
graduates of Government schools. There 
exists al the present moment a kind of learn- 
ed clannism which pronounces against the 
student trained ata private institution, Things 
go more by name than by merit in Government 
and even in business circles. This produces 
indifference and carelessness in the minds of 
numerous students; despairing of final success, 
they give way to the inclinations of the moment 
and live dissolute lives. Outside of a favoured 
circle of students, the battle is not to the strong 
nor the race tothe swift. Hence what is the use 
of labouring to be strong or swift? So argues the 
class of students referred to. (8) The numerons 
enticements and snares of the metropolis are 
responsible for much of the laxity of morals 
that exists. Many are the students who go 
asiray unawares when exposed to temptations 
that are quite new and of a most insidious 
type. (9) The lack of principle and virtue in 
the leaders of modern society, and hence the 
want of good examples for students to follow, 
(10) There would seem to be something in the 
principal branches of knowledge to which a 
student gives special attention that exercises an 
influence over his morals. It is a known fact 
that in immorality medical students rank first 
lalwis(aubals! hext); the former going wiong 
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with women and the latter lapsing into various 
forms of dishonesty and falsehood. 

After giving abundant proofs of the universa 
lity of existing degeneration among students in 
the provinces as well as in the metropolis, Mr. 
Yamagata usses possible remedies for the 
state of things described, among which a new 
class of lodging-hou: d boarding establish- 
ments occupies a prominent place. 

"5 

The Shakai Zasshé publishes an interéating 
account of the history of the study of Social 
Science in Japan during the year 1897, from 
which we cull the following items :—The chief 
event of the year was the increased attention 
given to Vincent’s Sociology, which now has 
quite a number of learned exponents in this 
county, The subject of mental science treated 
from a sociological standpoint has attracted 

















litle notice in this country, Dr. Motora being 
almost the only writer who has paid any alten- 
tion toit, ‘The number of schools where regular 
lectures are given on social science is com- 
paratively few. The following are the “chief, 
with the names of the lecturers:—At the Imperial 
University, Professors ‘Takagi Masayoshi and 
Tatebe Tongo. At the Waseda Semmon Gakko, 
Professor Tatebe. At the Keidgijuku, Professor 
Droppers. At the Senshingaku-in (Unitarian), 
Professor himoto Nobuta, At the Rikkyd- 
gakkd (Episcopalian), Professor Motoda Saku- 
noshin, Among the Japanese lecturers Profes- 
sor Takagi has had special training for his task, 
having studied Political Economy and Sociology 
in both Germany and America. As a study the 
subject of Sociology cannot be said to have 
passed the initiatory stage in this country. At 
present what is known as the Chicago School, 
of which Mr. Vincent is the chief representative, 
may be pronounced the most popular, Mr, 
Spencer's teaching having lost favour with the 
Japanese leaders of thought on this topic. 


The deficiencies and immorality of the 
modern student from month to month furnish 
topics to numeroits magazine writers, There 
is considerable vagueness about the charges 
brought against the student class, One cannot 
help feeling that the standards of the writers as 
far as students are concerned ure impossible 
standards, With nota few old-fashioned folks 
who ventilate their opinions on this subject 
transgression of what they consider the rules of 
propriety is regarded as an unpardonable fanlt 
The action of the Niigata Normal School Stu- 
dents and teachers in performing the 7aikikt 
fi-damme, tor instance, has been almost 
universally condemned by newspapers and 
magazines and quoted as an instance of the 
degeneration of school teachers. ‘The Aihon 
Shugi aud the 7atyé are, we think, the only 
magazines which have pointed out that the play- 
chosen is very high class and that there is uo 
harm whatever in school teachers’ taking part 
in private theairicals, The Aydiku-jiron, the 
Aransei- Zasshi, and other organs throw the 
whole bame of existing looseness of morals 
yong the students on school systems and 
school teachers, but Dr. Kaié Hiroyuki in No. 
68 of his “ Hundred Essays” points out that 
disregard of old moral standards aud the rejec- 
tion of the authority of the three creeds is 
incident to the adoption of Western 
lization, School teachers cannot alter the 
spirit of the age, which places more value 
on the development of the intellect’ and the 
acquirement of knowledge than on moral tecti- 
tude Some of the political gentlemen, says 
Dr, Kat6, who are so fond of denouncing school 
systems and school teaches are living lives that 
will not bear scrutiny, The students are a 
reflection of the general state of modern society, 
his suffering from all the imperfections 
and inconveniences characteristic of a transi- 
tional stage. 

The Tai an instructive note, discusses 
Women's Magazines, of which there are six 
thatare fairly well-known: three fortnightlies, 
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the office of the magazine ; and three monthlies : 
the Wihon-no-Katei (R KE), published by the 
office benring this name ;the Kalei Zasshi (The 
Home), published by the Min-ydisha, andthe Ura- 
nishiki, issued by the Shokeisha. The Yokan, 
@ conservative organ, opposed to foreign ways 
and to Christianity, strongly objects to such 
schemes as the establishment of a Women’s 
University. (2) The Hoshi-no-Zomo is also 
conservative. Miss Shimoda Utako writes a good 
deal for this organ. Women have always been 
more conservative than men in Japan, says the 
Zaiys. Back in the time when Japanese 
books were neglected in favour of works im- 
ported from China, it was by women that 
such works as the AMakura-no-Sdshi and the 
Genji monogatari were written. This love of 
native institutions and customs permeates the 
pages of the Foshi-no-Fomo. The subjects 
discussed by this organ include female deport- 
ment, food, household life, and the like, The 
biographies of noble women in Japanese his- 
tory are also constantly given. 

(3) The Fogaku Zasshi advocates Christi 
education. Mr. Iwamoto Zenji is the editor. 
The line taken by the magazine in the nude 
female controversy was unconventional. I 
saw no objection whatever to such pai 
done for art purposes. There is nothing im- 
moral in the exhibition of such figures as thi 
painted by Honda, says the Yogaku Zasshi. 
As a literary organ it is well supplied with 
reading matter, but its tone is decidedly pessi- 
mistic and us such can hardly be considered 
beneficial to society generally. 

(4) The Nrhon no Katei has no religious 
flavour of any kind and no pet theories. It is 
quiet and unobtrusive in tone. 

(5) The Kaiei Zasshi is an organ of the 
Min-ya sha and is a kind of Kokumin-no-Tomo 
adapted to the capacity of female readers. 

(6) The Uranishigiis a Greek Church organ, 
and as such an advocate of everything Occi- 
dentsl and Christian. It publishes the lives of 
Old Testament women and emphasises the 
orthodox view of the sinfulness of human nature 
and the consequent troubles to.which human 
beings are heirs, 
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The Teikotw Bungaku has two long articles 
on the subject of “Hymns.” The first 
is by Mr. Shima Kwasui and the second by 
Mr. Onchi Seiran, After giving an account 
of the history of hymnology in England, Mr. 
Shima observes that Buddhist sacred poetry is 
very poor when compared with Western Chirie 
tian hymns and recommends modern Buddhists 
to abandon the stilted 7-5 verses and invent a 
style of their own, Mr. Ouchi’s article covers 
37 pages of the Magazine. It speaks favourably 
ot the Japanese Christian hymns now in use 
and says that Buddh have much to learn 
from Christians on this subject. 

Commenting on the above, the Zaryd says 
that for some time past there has been a marked 
falling off in the amount of attention given to 
n literature, This no doubt partly arises 
from the nationalistic spirit (iat has been 
making itself felt in all quarters, but is also 
attributable to the fact thai there are very few 
Japanese writers who are thoroughly competent 
to treat questions connected with foreign litera- 
ture. Among young men only those who have 
graduated at the Literary College connected with 
the Imperial University or have made a specialty 
of foreign literature at the Semmon-gakk6, the 
Keidgijuku, the Déshisha, or the Aoyama Gaku- 
in possess the necessary knowledge for this 
class of study. The total number of literary 
graduates every year is very small, and most 
of these accept posts as teachers of languages 
in provincial schools where their time is very 
much occupied. 
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Writing on what is called Shakai no Shi 
setsu (Novels on Social Topice), the Waseda 
Bungaku says that books of this class are as 4 
rule nothing more than a reflection of the lives 
of students and that the authors are ignorant of 
the real state of society, Tales giving uccounté 
‘of the hardships encountered by yorng, men and 
women of purpose in their upward fa et 














describing the work of the benefactors of man- 
kind in Japan would be of extreme interest. 
But such works are not forthcoming. Such 
topics as the extent to which society affects the 
individual and the individual affects society ; 
the influences being brought to bear on modern 
society; the thought-moulding that is going 

; and the effects of commerce, industry, and 
the like, on the masses are full of interest and 
might be taken ap with profit by the modern 
novelist. 

Under the heading, ‘‘ New Magazines,” the 
Waseda Bungaku gives the following :—Peetry = 
—(1) Kokoro-no-hana; (2) Imbun (HRC) Gaus 
(3) 46 BG Ktwaké.getsuei. (1) Ths publica- 
tion 1s devoted to Vamato-uta and other forms 
ot Famate-kotoba. It is the organ of the Im- 
perial Household panty. (2) The Zmbungakw 
publishes various classes of verse: Vamaso uta, 
haikai, Chinese verses, and New Style poems. 
(3) This magazine is edited by Mr, Oc Keiké, a 
wriler of Chinese verses. As the title indicates, 
the chief topics touched on are flowers and the 
moon, 

Under other headings various new magazines 
are alluded to, but they have all been noticed by 
us in previous summaries. Ongaku (Music), 
we observe, is to be enlarged. There seems to 
be a growing demand for this periodical. 

A subject on which it is desirable to collect full 
information is provincial customs, says the Wase- 
da Bungatu, The Fisoku-gwahé only aims at 
giving an account of peculiar customs, likely to 
create astonishment among readers. The 
SFogaku Zasshi last September appealed to the 
public for information on female provincial 
customs and habits, under 20 heads. The 
Nthon-no-katei asked its readers for information 
on household affairs under 6 heads, 
reference to the above, it ts important to 
observe that hitherto all attempts to collect in- 
formation and statistics by addressing letters of 
inquiry to persons residing in provin towns 
have signally failed. The Mihon Shihyd, the 
Taiys, aud other periodicals have attempted 
this but to no purpose. It is plain that 
to trust to unpaid correspondents to furnish full 
information on any given topic shows ignorance 
of the world and of the difficulty of obtaining 
reliable intelligence from persons who are 
oblivious to the necessity of classifying and 
testing facts, 
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Another number of the Hakabun-kan Series 
of Miscellaneous Works, called Hyakka Zensho, 
has appeared, the title being 757d, Seiyd. Rinrt- 
gaku shi, a History of Eastern and Western 
Ethics, Mr. Kimura Takatard, who hes made 
a special study of Ethics, being the author. 
The work covers 320 pages and sells at 35 sen 
per copy. An accountof all the principal Schools 
of Ethics, Eastern and Western, is given, with 
the views of the author as to the m and deme- 
tits of each system, A work of this kind is very 
much needed as a text-book in High Cl 
Schools. Mr. Kimura’s volume may serve this 
purpose, 
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A history of be rly relations between Euro- 
peans and Japanese entilled Michio Kets 
Kigen Shi (FRZEGAR BRE) vas been pub- 
lished, The authoris Mr. Kan Kikntaré. The 
work is for sale at Maruya's at 1 yen 50 sem per 
copy, The Shigaku Zasshi teviews the book 
at some length, From this notice we extract 
the following account of the views of the author, 
observing the headings given by the Shigaku 
Zasshi —(1) The Japanese are an Ar, 
Nothing like conclusive proof of this 
is given, however. (2) ‘The comparative slow- 
ness of Japan's progrest ation is to be 
attributed to three umstances. (a) She 
was a fishing and not a bunting nation, (5) 
She had no good harbours on her Western 
Coast. (c) Asiatic civilisation as known on 
the continent had no life in it in the early days 
of Japanese history. (3) On the early inter- 
course of the Chinese and Koreans with the 
Japanese the author has nothing new to say. (4) 
MyiKanfasgerts that the Japanese were skilled 
tors in early days and thal certain seamen 
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ment is given, (5) The replies of the author 
to those writers who deny that Marco Polo re- 
ferred to Japan is very full. (6) Chap. VI. 
gives a detailed account of the first arrival of 
Enropesns in this country. Chaps. VIL-X. are 
the most valuable part of the book, entering a 
they do into the whole history of Japan's inter- 
course with Western nations and the results 
upon her national life and policy. 

A review published in the Rikugd Zasshi 
says that the conclusions arrived at by the 
author are not warranted by the facts given, but 
that the work is valuable as an account of a 
period of history that h: ever been fully writ- 
ten up in the same way before, 
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A lexicon of considerable value which for 
some time has been ont of print, the &RNAE 
Wakun Shiori, osigivally compiled by Mr. 
‘Tanikawa Shisei, is now being revised by Mr. 
Ban Nobutomo and 1s to be issued in a new 
form some time this year. The Kéten Kokya 
j0, Iidamachi, 5 chome, Tokyo, are the pub- 
lishers, the subscription price being 5 ven 50 sen. 

Another edition of the same work is being 
published in Gifu at the Seibidé by Miura 
Gensuke. The subscription list for this 
edition is now open at the Tdkyd Seibidé, 
Tori, 3 chdme, the subscription price for the 
whole work being 8 yen. The 82 volumes of 
which the Wakun Shior# consists are to be 
bound together in 2 volumes. The original 
Compiler, Tanikawa Shisei, did not live to see 
the work completed. Divided into three parts, 
only the first and second appeared during the 
author's life-time, The materials for the third 
part were collected by Tanikawa, however, and 
are now given to the public for the first time. 
The Seibidd, having purchased the copyright of 
Part III. and having the right to publish Parts 
I. and IL, they alone, it is said, can supply 
copies of the complete Wakun Shivré. It is 
asserted that Mr. Ban’s edition will only include 
Parts I, and IT, 

ae 

The 7ettoku Bungaku calls attention to the 
literary earnestness of L’Abbé Francois Ligneul. 
Another work of his bas recently appeared, 
which is a translation from the French, bearing 
the Japanese tithe Keises jiron (A Word of Awa- 
kening Suited to the Times). ‘The translator is 
Mr. Maeda Chétard. The style and contents 
of M. Lignenl’s little volumes are highly praised 
by the Zereoku Bungaku, It is just these kind 
of works that are needed, says this organ, to 
defend Christianity against rationalists and to 
convey to the minds of poorly educated readers 
a correct impression of the many good qualities 
of the Christian faith, 
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An account of Mr. Tamai Kisaku’s travels 
and investigations in Siberia, it will be re- 
membered, was read at the Oriental Congress 
last year, and awakened so much interest thal 
Mr. Tamai was induced to embody the results 
of his researches in a small volume published 
in Berlin, the title of which is Karawanen-Reise 
tn Sibirien, Von Kisaku Zamat: Mit auhaug; 
Weltreise Mehreres Fapaner ther Sibirien vor 
109 Fahren, 
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The following items are published by the X)d- 
tha Koho, being culled from various sources: 
—Marqnis 1:6 is credited with the following 
Statement: There are two things which asa 
nation we must seek to avoid. (1) We must 
beware of trying to establish a form of govern 
ment for which our history has not fitted us and 
hence which may be pronounced unnatural, 
(2) We must see to it that we are not content 
with anything short of first-class civilisat 
We must take our position among the most e 
lightened nations of the world. To these pr 
positions as theories few reople object, but in 
practice they are constantly departed from. 
Neither in legislation, education, nor in the 
general intercourse of men with each other is 
our ultimate object kept sufficiently in view. 
In education especially is it important to 
lose sight of the ideal which we hope t rea 
The President of the KyGto~Daigal kD 












Kinoshita, calls attention to the neglect of 
ethics asa subject of study in Government 
schools. In middle schools as a rule not more 
than one hour a week is devoted to the subject, 
and the study is regarded with aversion by 
many school authorities. As'an excuse for this 
stale of things it is often said that ethical theo- 
ries do little good and that the teachers can 
do more towards reforming wicked stud 
leading exemplary lives than by preaching 
morality in the classroom, This is true 
enough, observes Mr. Kinoshita, nevertheless 
the banishment of ethics as a subject from 
the curriculum of a school calculated to 
have a bad effect on the minds of students, in 
that it leads them to think it is unimportant. 
The money at the disposal of the Mombushé 
for the maintenance of young men carrying 
on study in Europe or America is said to be 
quite inadequate. Other Departments are 
better off in this respect. In the case of the 
Rikugunsh6, the Kaigunshd, and the Gwaimu- 
sho those who are sent abroad for study are 
allowed to retain their rank and draw pay as 
officials while receiving special allowances as 
students. In the Mombush6 this practice is 
not followed, It will be remembered by some 
of our readers that a short time ago the 
Shimpé called attention to the dispropor- 
iion between the number of inventors pro- 
duced by high-class education in Japan and 
the time and money spent in imparting high 
class knowledge. The Imperial University 
was shown not to be suitable soil for the growth 
of the class of men known as inventors. 





























The reason of this is now said to be that, 
unlike English students, Japanese University 
graduates go out into the world with no 


practical knowledge of the subjects studied. 
A gentleman’s son in England, in order to 
master the details of a trade or industry, will 
work as a common mechanic fora while. But 
there is no such spirit here, The inventions of 
University students have often been very costly 
affairs and have lacked that applicability to 
special everyday purposes which distinguishes 
the invention of a man versed in practical 
details. 
* 
ans 

A writer in the ¥ogaku Zasshi compares 
Japan with China in regard to conservatism, 
comes to the conclusion that, though in appear- 
ance Japan seems to be the more forward of 
the two nations, in reality China is the most 
advanced. It is maintained that the mass of the 
people in China are more industrious and more 
business-like than the majority of Japanese, 
Lespite the fact that this country has new laws, 
new modes of locomotion, and new systems of 
education, the conservative spiril is very strong 
ghout the country, Methods of business are 
ll old methods. In no country does there exist 
80 many mushroom companies. In few countries 
have so many enterprises failed from want of 
business insight on the part of their chief pro- 
moters or from want of perseverance under the 
stress of difficulties, What is started in the 
business line in China is for the most part carried 
ough, And although they are supposed to be 
very anti-foreign, the Chinese habitually use 
foreign capital and, as for trade with foreigners, 
they are far keener to engage in it than the 
Japanese. Thongh they have made no 
about Treaty Revision and have even quiet 
submitted to foreign occupation of their soil, 
yet in the material profits to be derived from 
international trade, the Chinese undoubtedly 
get the lion’s share, Though seemingly used 
by the Occidental resident, they are in reality 
employing him for their own ends, In 
all things the Chinese are utilitarians and their 
traders possess the knack of tuining to their 
own advantage the blandering or weak policies 
of their Government. In Japan the Government 
is progressive, but the mass of the people are 
conservative. In China the Governmentis con- 
servative, but the mass of the people are 
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The pXyaiku Firon during last summer offer- 
ed, position prizes :—One for the be: 
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fucianism as shown in the history of Education 
in Japan”; the other for the best essay on 
“ The Methods of teaching Morality in Primary 
Schools.” Messrs Miyake Yonekichi and Hat- 
tori Unokichi were the awarders in the case of 
the first subject, and Messrs, Tanimoto Tomi 
and Shimoda Toshihide in that of the second, 
Prize No, 2 was won by Mr. Ozaki Sei, of 
Aichi Ken, The essay is too long for repro- 
duction here. The theory which he claborates 
is drat in the Japanese system of ethics there 
are cerlain cardinal virtues from which other 
virtues are derived. He has drawn up an 
elaborate genealogical table showing the origin 
of the lines of conduct men have agreed to call 
virtuous. Paris of this table seem to us highly 
fanciful, but it is nevertheless interesting as a 
Japanese conception of the relation borne by 
the virtues to each other. It will be seen that 
the progenitor of the whole race of Japanese 
virtues is what the Japanese call Makoto ii 
Truth, Sincerity, Fidelity. With many omts- 
sions the table is as follows :— 
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«Professor Chamberlain’s ‘Handbook of 
Colloquial Japanese” has reached its third 
edition. There can never be a very rapid sale 
for such works, and the profits attached to them 
cannot be large. The number of foreigners 
who aim at a scholarly acquaintance with 








Japanese are very limited. As we have 
Often pointed out to our Japanese friends, 
though designed to teach toreigners how to 
apeak Japanese, the ‘ Colloquial Handbook ” 


serves the purpose of teaching Japanese how to 
render Japanese phrases into English in an 
accurate and grace(ul manner—an art that is 
acquired by very few Japanese. But its price 
is prohibitive to the mass of Japanese 
Fifty sen per volume is about the limit that a 
student expects to have to pay for a phrase- 
book ; and to the Japanese student Mr. Cham. 
berlain’s work would only seem to be valuable 
as a phrase-book, All things considered, the 
fact that the Handbook has taken ten years to 
reach its third edition is no cause for surprise. 

As is stated in the Preface, the third edition 
of the Colloquial Handbook differs little from 
its forerunners. Mr. Chamberlain has very 
wisely made the numbering of the paragraphs 
uniform with former editions, Thus in each 
edition § 27 treats of Accent. This is a great 
convenience to classes where the members are 
using different editions, As fur as we have 
compared the second and third editions, the 
principal difference between them is at the end 
of the Practical Part, where an extract from the 
proceedings of the Imperial Diet (March 3rd, 

















* A Handbook of Colloquial Japanese, by 
Basil Hall Chamberlain, Emeritus Professor of 
Japanese and Philology in the Imperial University 
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1897) takes the place of “A Warning against 
Fashionable Mania.” 

Professor Chamberlain's Handbook is un- 
doabtedly the best work on Colloquial Japanese 
that exists, and to us it seems that its cl 
excellence lies in the way in which every rule 
of grammar is exemplified. To the careful 
marking of the long vowels and the use of the 
sign for certain short vowels we atiach great 
importance. Much of the incorrect pronuncia- 
tion of Japanese reard from the lips of mission- 
aries aud others, resulting in the most ridicul- 
ous mistakes, such as describing a Higher 
School as a harp school, a strange school, a 
language school, or some other kind of school, 
by saying Koto-Gakk6, instead of K6t6 Gakké, 
a mistak« we have ourselves heard made scores 
of times, would be avoided by reading carefully 
marked Romanised Japanese only. 

There are a few points on which we find 
ourselves unable to agree with Mr. Chamber. 
lain, The paragraph on Accent we think ts 
be misleading. Mr. Chamberlain does not 
seem to be quite sure of his ground when treat- 
ing this subject. After asserting that ‘there 
is litle or no tonic accent, and only a very 
slight rhetorical accent,” an@ that ‘all the 
syllables of a word and all the words of a 
sentence are pronounced equally, or nearly 
so,” Mr, Chamberlain says in a note, ‘the 
statement made in the above paragraph con- 
cerning the absence of accent in Japanese 
intended rather for purposes of practical 
struction than of scientific accuracy, There 
#s a slight tonic accent in Japanese. But 
so extremely slight is it that it bas never 
been marked in any dictionary, whether 
native or foreign, it has no influence on prosody, 
it varies from province to province, and in- 
habitants of the same province contradict, not 
only each other, but themselves in their usage 
and in the explanations which they give con- 
cerning it.’ Thus we see that Mr, Chamberlain 
admits that there is a tonic accent, but finds it 
necessary to qualify the admission, In our 
opinion there is a most distinct accent in 
Japanese. This accent struck us so forcibly 
when we commenced the study of the lan- 
guage some twenty-five years ago that we in- 
variably marked the accentuated syllable in 
every new word dotted down in our note-book. 
The fact that this accent has not been marked 
in native dictionaries goes for nothing, as they 
are compiled for Japanese who in most cases 
do not need such aids. As for the works pre- 
pared by foreigners, this absence of accent 
marks has often been deplored by scholars 
making use of these lexicons. The accent does 
not vary from province to province as far as 
educated Japanese are concerned. That 
Japanese residing in the provinces should, wlien 
consulted, differ on the matter of accent is 
easily accounted for on the ground of prevail- 






























i inaccuracy and general slipshodness 
in articulation prevalent among semi-edu- 
caled people whose attention has never 


been seriously called to the importance of dis 
tinct pronunciation, Whether the accent in 
Japanese is important or not can easily be test- 
ed by dropping it or changing it, Pronounce 
Watdkushi as Watakushf, Ordru, as Oar, as 











we have heard done, and Japanese ears will 
atonce be tortured. Whether the accent 
heard should be called a tonic or a thetorical 
accent itis not important to discuss. That inthe 
case of all three or more syllable words there is 
at tate one accent and there are sometimes 
tw tinct accents isto our mind indisputable. 
To instruct a student of Japanese to pronounce 
each syllable. of Hakone, Miyanoshita, and 
Ashinoyu alike is, it seems to us, to tell him to 
do what no Japanese ever does. In all such 
words the voice rests in a most distinct manner 
on one syllable. To our ears the Japanese al- 
ways say Hakdne, Miyandshita and Ashindyu, 
as they say wasuréta, Kékoro, Miydko. That 
it is possible for foreigners to make this accent 
too heavy we readily admit. The weight to be 
given to an uccent can be perfectly learnt only 
by persons whose ears are ex 

and when leartyis| mot by, 


Ge. keen. 
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Bat no amount of difficulty attaching to the 
acquirement of the exact degree of emphasis 
laid on certain syllables in the pronunciation of 
Japanese warrants the assertion that every syll. 
able is pronounced alike or nearly alike. We 
venture to think that Mr, Chamberlain's atten- 
tion has not been called to this subject in a 
special manner, or he would certainly have 
modified the statements in former editions in 
the one we are now reviewing. 

Another subject on which we differ from 
Mr. Chamberlain is the alleged absence of 
personification .in Japanese, It will be re- 
membered by some of our readers that Mr. 
Ebmann, in his introduction to a collection of 
proverbs published by him, goes into this subject 
in a very thorough manner, We entirely 
agree with the conclusion Mr. Ehmann has 
reached on this subject. He asserts that 
personification is quite as frequent in Japanese 
as in any Enropean language. He afiirms 
that the Japanese objects of worship are 
personifications of nature, He points out that 
sex is attributed toa number of inanimate ob- 
jects, and that legendary tales and folk lore 
abound with personification. He correctly, 
as it seems to us, alleges that instances of 
personification occur by the hundred in the 
Japanese language. The following are a few 
examples quoted at random from Mr. 
Ehmann’s list. <Akire ga rei nt kuru. 
Akuti sen ri wo hashiru; Koji mon 
wo idesu. Ari no Kwannon mairi. Ari no 
omoi mo ten made todoku. Ashita no koto 
wo in to tenjo de nesumi ga warau. Daikat 
wa chiri wo yeratasu. Demono, haremono 
tokoro kirawasu. We might adda number of 
similar sayings from our own collection of pro- 
verbs and wise sayings, bat these suffice to show 
that Professor Chamberlain’s assertion in G440 
that “Inanimute objects are rarely, if ever, 
personified” needs considerable modification, 
treating of sentwoha Mr. Chamber! 
hol, it seems to us, bring out fully the 
wa in such sentences as waruku wa yoshimasho, 
“Tf it is bad we will give itup”; and the differ- 
ence between this form and yoroshikereba vosh 
masu. As we understand these expressions 
the difference between the two forms is that of 
certainty and uncertainty, or that of condition- 
ality and unconditionality. For instance £ashé. 
kokereba wakaru meaus, since hi clever he 
(certainly) understands, or, being'’clever he un- 
derstands. But &-shikoku wa wakarimasho 
means :—If, or in the event of his being clever, 
he will understand [128 touches on the sub- 
ject, but the explanation is not sufficiently full 
and explicit. 

The “ Colloquial Handbook ” being on the 
whole sucha perfect book, with which a scholar 
of the most fastidious taste even could find 
little fault, we think the author would do well 
before bringing ont another edition to reconsider 
the points to which we have drawn attention, 

One word more. In reading through the 
volume there are places where it has struck us 
that the translation is a little too free, as, for in- 
stance, “ But, do please, Sir, give me the chance 
of recouping this alarming ‘sacrifice by buying 
of me again” as the equivalent of zeAi o ume. 
awase wo. But such examples are very rare. 


W.D. 





























FAPANESE FACIS AND COMMENTS, 
aE AEE 

There is, says the Pomsuri, a split in the 
tanks of the Opposition. A vote of want of 
confidence in the Cabinet was originally agreed 
upon by the Satsuma clique, with the support 
of the Doshs Club; but the Club is now divided 
into two parties, who differ as to the plan of 
attack, and reconciliation is not yet effected. 
Even supposing that they may ultimately come 
to a compromise, their number does not exceed 
17, which, together with the “strong foreign 
policy” clique—in which are included Messrs, 
Komuchi and Abei—constitntes a total of 25 
only. Unless either the Liberals or Progres- 
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carried on by the Government the wheat crop this 
year is estimated to be larger by 20 per cent. 
than that of ordinary years, but tea and silk are 
expected to decrease by 30 per cent. This re- 
duction, however, does not imply a failure in tea 
and mulberry crops ; it will be the result of the 
augmentation of expenses and the want of 
capital. The appreciation of commodities and 
wages is everywhere the same, and the exorbi- 
tant interest on loans reduces profits to vanish- 
ing point. Even Shinshiu and Joshiu, the two 
most renowned provinces for sericulture, are re- 
potted to have reduced their rearing this year 
by 30 per cent. In the tea-producing districts 
of Shizuoka and Miye raw leaves are offered for 
sale, The 7##¢ mournfully adds that these two 
important branches of industry can hardly 
escape the tendency to decline. 











The demand for fine qualities of tea remains 
firm, and competition among two or three firms 
in Yokohama has enhanced the value by one or 
two yen. Owing, however, to the purchasing 
spirit having slackened large stocks are rapidly 
accumulating, The Nitto Trading Company 
bas, in view of orders for 300,000 catties from 
New York and 20,000 catties from San Fran- 
cisco, bought 51,500 catties at prices ranging 
from 36 yen to 41.50 yen. The following 






























comparative figures show the sales, &c., for the 
last (wo year: 
Mav 9, 1898. May 9, 1897, 
Catties, Catties. 
Sales from beginning 
of season, 1,485 000 1,372,000 
Arrivals, 405;300 280,000 
Stock .. 347,100 66,500 
Maximum quotatio 73 yen 70 yen 
Minimum quotation... 31.50 yen 3 yen 





The Vorosu reports that a draft of the revised 
law of election recently presented to the Premier 
by the Chief Secretary of the Lower House was 
submitted on the gth instant to the Cabinet. 
Though vehemently opposed by Count Inouye, 
it was passed by the majority and subsequently 





transmitted to the Legislative Bureau, where 
some verbal alterations were made. The prin- 
cipal points appear to be as follows:—Each Fiz 
or Ken is to form an electoral district, cities, 
however, to constitute in themselves separate 
districts for election, (2) The basis of repre- 
sentation is to be one member per 80,000 of 
population, exception being made for cities pos- 
sessing a population below this limit. (3) 
Payment of at least five yen in land tax or three 
yen in income tax, and residence in the elec- 
toral district for a certain number of years, are 
necessary qualificatious for voting. (4) The 
aggregate number of members will be 517. We 
(Fapan Mail) do not attach the least credit 10 
the Yorosu Choho's account of what passes at 
Cabinet meetings, 











tis highly satisfactory, says the Chuo, that 
a special office has lately been established to 
carty out the new plan for street reform in 
Tokyo. The Manicipal Council has receutly 
decided to set apart 20 million yew for ten 
years, and in order to meet this a special tax is 
to be collected every year to the amount of one 
and half a million yen, lead of from 300,000 
10 500,000 yen as heretofore. The scheme, 
however, is so gigantic as to warrant applica- 
tion to the Government for a subsidy of a mil- 
lion yes a year and communications have 
been made on the subject to the Home and 
Finance Department, Never has Tokyo dis- 
played more enthusiastic fervour in the cause 
of reform. 

A number of newspaper and magazine writers, 
strong’ in their views as to the necessity of pre- 
serving the balance of power in the Far East, 
assembled some time ago at the Manyasu 
Restaurant, at Shimbashi, Tokyo, and passed 
resolutions in favour of maintaining the national 
prestige of Japan, They have since been pur- 
suing their object, and a second conference 
in which over 100 writers from all parts of the 
Empire took part was held on the oth instant 
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Cabinet. After much deliberation i! was un- 
animously resolved, on the motion of Mr4jTaka- 
ta Sanaye, that steps should be taken in censure 
of the Government’s diplomacy, and with a 
view to restoring the balance of power in the 
Orient. Three points were also determined as 
the means of carrying out these objects. The 
first is to maintain an Allied Writers’ Club in 
Tokyo; the second, to effect a combination 
with provinci stitutions ; the third relates to 
the appointment of a committee. Mr. Ozaki 
Yukio spoke as follows:—‘ There are three 
ways for restoring the balance of power in 
the East. The first is to cause the Powers 
to resign all the territorial privileges exacted 
from China, The second consists in forcing 
them to change the avowed object of the 
leases should they refuse to surrender their 
ptivileges,—in other words, to open the territory 
to the world’s commerce if it has been leased 
for military purposes. ‘The third is to obtain 
from China such places of military importance 
as may enable Japan to cope with other Powers 
if they will not listen to either of these pro- 
positions,” 











In Shizuoka a loss on the tea crop is antici- 
pated on account of the appreciation of commo- 
dities and rise in wages. The output for last 
year amounted to 2,547,640 kwamme; and that 
of this year is estimated at 2,541,271 Awamme, 
Shiga is geographically unfavourably situated 
with regard to the tea industry. The leaf as 
a rule commands the highest price in the be- 
ginning of the season, but suffers serious depre- 
ciation towards the close. Although Shizuoka 
and Miye may count upon more or less profit 
from their manufactures, Shiga, with the tea 
season much later than in other districts, can 
scarcely hope to be free from losses, A fan 
of tea land there yields from 116 to 145 Awan 
of the leaf, valued at 13.34 yen on the average, 
whereas expenses for fertilizers, cultivation, 
and plucking are no less than 16.70 yen. 





The Shashi affair is sincerely to be regret- 
ted, for the sake of China, remarks the 
Fomiuri. Nevertheless it must be observed 
that the incident is the result of the pro- 
crastination and conservatism characterising 
the Middle Kingdom in intercourse with 
western nations, In addition to claims which 
ought to be advanced against China in strict 
conformity with the principles of justice, Japan 
Must urge that some thirty councillors, civil 
and miiitary, be engaged from her by the 
Chinese Government to effect radical reforms 
in the internal administration of the Empire. 
China’s permanent amelioration can only be 
effected by devoting her entire energies to the 
reform of her administrative machinery, Her 
obstinacy is the root of the evil; she willnot keep 
pace with the general progress of the world. 
Now is the lime for Japan to come to her as- 
sistance, = 

The Hochi says:—A Major in the Russian 
Army, accompanied by a number of non-com- 
missioned officers, has been engaged-in a topo- 
graphical survey of Ham gyong and Kang- won 
Korea, His party lately arrived in W , 
and they are reported to have committed gross 
outrages on women and others along the road 
which they had to pass. Some of them recently 
repaired to the local Administrative Office in 
Won-san, forced its officials to provide them 
with wine, broke furniture and goods, and in- 
deed indulged in indiscribable violence, They 
left the office, but came again at night and, 
finding the gate closed, attempted to break it 
with their swords, A Korean about fifty years 
of age happened to pass and was cruelly 
murdered ; the Russian afterwards proceeded 
to the police station ‘and killed one of the ser- 
vants, After this they carried their attack to 
the church, where a French missionary lived, 
but were repulsed by the latter, who fired a 
pistol at them, 

















The Mippon publishes the following reply 
received from Mr. M. Burfield, the Japanese 
Honorary Consul at Hamburg, fo €u 
made by the Kyota)Chianmibet lof 


regard to the introduction of foreign capital : 





«The necessity for establishing a foreign bank 
in Japan—an impression made on the consul 
during his tour there a few years ago—is not 
forgotten, But since the Japanese law does not 
allow foreigners to hold landed property or to 
deal in shares in their own names, it is altogether 
impossible to expect that they will ever be in- 
duced as private individuals to invest their 
capital in Japan except to the extent of amil 
yen or two. European Bankers in general are 
of opinion that there is no hope of success in 
the introduction of capital to Japau. The rates 
of interest are exceedingly low in Europe, yet 
the market in ils present conditivn guarantees 
the possibility of realizing as much profit on 
money as is secured in Japan. Capitalists as a 
rule are therefore deterred from investing their 
funds in such a distant and (as they think) 
unsubstantial country, though different opinions 
are entertained on the subject by some Eng- 
lish and French bankers. A certain class of 
Germans and Americans appear to regard the 
Japanese as formidable rivals in industry and 
commerce, and are accordingly disposed to 
condemn the farnishing of funds to them 
as giving provisions to the enemy. While 
se industry may be expected to secure 
considerable progress and development by 
the appropriations of foreign capital, it is 
to be regretted that Japan has shown a spirit, 
of intolerance against foreigners in regard to 
the supervision of her domestic enterprises.” 
Finally the consul expresses his intention of 
coming to Japan next year for the purpose of 
organising @ Japanese-German bank, 

















he Finance Department has published the 
national accounts for the past (wo years as 
follows :— 



































































Revenue. 
Ordinary. goth Fiscal Year. 29h Year, 
Yen. Pen. 
Taxes 72,088,758 
Land 33,819,892 
+ 28.059.993  19,455.549 
15,889,179 12,089 995. 
8,003,429 6.723.321 
5,482,013 5 314.413 
Receipts from Govern- 
ment undertakings & 
property 14,270,972 12,967.935 
Post and Telegraphs .., 12,160,204 10,340,045 
Other receipts {2110.768 2,027 890 
Miscellaneous. 1,845.07 996,400 
Interest on depo = 1 021,803 
Formosan Revenue .. = 1,415,013 
‘Total 04,820,267 93.804 054 
EXTRAORDINARY. 
Sales of Government 
property 838,873 1,020,349, 
Miscellaneous. 3.768.492 8.389.836 
Funds for the issue of 
Public Loan Bonds ... 4,074 1,684 
Supplements for the con- 
struction of vessels,..... 813,159 1,730.452 
Comper for the 
Wei-hai-wei garrison, 822,524 741.430 
324 400 68,000 
36,480,084 —2.976,600 
previous 18,158,395 33:115,446 
Appropriations 
demnity .. 51,000,000 32,178,313 
ential Relief Fund 
brought over 410,105 1.439.790 
Private conteibut — 19,676 
Special War fund,... - 27,411,909 
Total ssssseessersesTE2,617,110 102,093 489 





195,897.54 


Grand total 


217.437.377 
ExpPenDiTURRS. 














tor 583.834  92.941.915 
116,092,360 61,197,682 
Total 217,676,201 154,130,597 


According to vernacular papers, the north- 
eastern territory of Japan seems to have recently 
sustained considerable injury from frost. 
Two prefectures, Fukushima, and Nagano, 
were the greatest sufferers, In Fukushima 





. ihonmatau 40 per cent. of 
eo rs crop seems to have been destroyed 


the mul. 





legram received by the Maki Shoten in ‘Yoxo" 








hama, under date the 14th instant, announces 
injury from frost throughout Nagano prefecture. 
Another telegram from the 1gth National Bank 
in Uyeda reports go per cent. of the district to 
have sustained damage. Similar reports have 
also been received from sericulturist Matsu- 
shiro, while news from silk factories in Ogata 
represent the mulberry leaves there to have been 
entirely destroyed. A reduction of at least five 
per cent, on the output of silk must be expected 
this year, [These reports appear regularly 
every year and are mostly manufactured for 
“ market use."] 


The tea growers in Omi district have sus- 
tained in ordinary years lately a loss of 33.6 
yen per fan; they have this year to expect « 
loss of 5 10 yen owing to the appreciation 
of rice und fuel and the depreciation of 
tea, Immense tracts of land in which irriga- 
tion is possible have from these circumstances 
been converted into rice fields, while others 
have been changed into mulberry plantations. 
The area of tea land has diminished on the whole 
by 20 per cent., the reduction in the output 
through want of fertilizers being estimated at 50 
percent. In Formosa the tea growers are re- 
markably successful this year on account of the 
settled condition of weather throughout the sea- 
son. The quality of the leaf is even superior 
to that of last year, But the market remains in 
ate of extreme depression, the amount of 
business done in Twatutia being half that of 
last year. Arrivals from the beginning of the 
season up lo the present amount only to 6,800 
catties. Quotations now stand at 32 yen, which 
figure shows a depreciation of 3 or 4 yew as 
compared with the Spring tea of last year and of 
12 of 13 yen as compared with the Autumn leaf. 
























The Xokumin reports that a private under- 
atanding has been arrived al between the leaders 
of the Doshi Club and those of the Progr 
Party, with the object of demanding an exp! 
tion from the Government with regard t 
plomacy. The points on which information is 
wanted may be summarised as follows :—(r) 
When the retroce: jaotung peninsula 
was acceded to a few years ago at the instance 
of the three Powers, was not a solemn decl: 
tion exacted from China pledging her to refi 
from leasing to any other Power the territory so 
restored? If no pledge or promise was taken, 
why? (2) What were the detailed reports ob- 
tained by the Government in regard to circum- 
stances aitending the claims advanced by 
Russia for leasing Port Arthur and Talien and 
securing profits connected with mines and rail- 
ways? (3) How far was the Government 
enabled to ascertain the facts as to the land 
leased by England, France, and Germany frem 
China? (4) While the various Powers were 
competing with each other to obtain land and 
secure advantages in China, what schemes were 
adopted by Japan towards maintaining ber in- 
terests as well as the general peace of the 
Orient ? 

‘The Fomiuri expresses satisfaction at the 
Russo-Japanese Protocol recently concluded. 
As the Protocol constitutes a guarantee against 
the obstruction of Japanese commerce and in- 
dustry in Korea, enterprising men will be at- 
tracted to the little Empire. The resources of 
Korea are now in the hands of the Japanese. 
To cultivate her wealth to the fullest extent, 
however, a satisfactory financial system is 
necessary, and no scheme can answer the pur- 
pose better than the establishment of a Japan- 
Korean bank, The first problem which pre- 
sents itself in regard to the development of 
various enterprises in Korea is that of cur- 
rency. The Korean currency consists of three 
classes—the old native pure coin, of low 
denomination ; the new silver pieces of the same 
weight and value as the Japanese yes and 
subsidiaries; the Japanese silver yen and con- 
vertible notes. Of the above mentioned media 
of exchange, the Japanese yen pieces have ac- 
quired the largest credit. Despite the yen 
being prohibited from circulation at the time of 
the Cecenijaferation in the coinage system, their 
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stituted for them ; the task of substitution being 
undertaken by the Séul branch of the rst Na- 
tional Bank. The independence of the Empire 
was recognised by the late Imperial Rescript 
issued at the time of the declaration of war 
against China, and also by the recent Russo- 
Japanese Protocol; but the circulation of 
stamped coins of any other nation in Korea 
may, to a certain extent, impair her dignity as 
a Sovereign state. At the same time the want 
of convertible notes necessitates the carrying 
on of all transactions in cash, to the serious 
inconvenience of the people. The promotion of 
either commerce or industry can, in such a state 
of affairs, be hardly expected. Korea ought, 
by issuing a uniform coinage, to show the reality 
of her independence, and at the same time she 
should afford facilities to the economic market 
by the issue of convertible notes. The 
organisation of the proposed Japancse- 
Korean bank will secure all these advantages; 
the minting of coins, as well as the issue ot 











notes, may be undertaken as a measure 
falling properly within the sphere of its 
bus The foundations of a coinage 





sysi y thus be laid. To hold specie in 
reserve is of course necessary for the issue 
of convertible notes, but supposing 20 million 
yen to be floated in notes, 10 million yen 
in specie would be sufficient. The Korean 
Government is not rich enough to provide this 
amount, but Japan 
for the time being .either in yen pieces 
or silver bullion, The silver yen in the vaults 
of the Japanese Treasury now amount to 50 
millions, Some of these are to be reminted into 
subsidiary coins, and some will be circulated in 
Formosa, but the remainder are to be offered for 
sale in Hongkong or Shanghai. The latter 
amount might be atilized as a loan to Korea to 
constitute the reserve for the issue of convertible 
notes. 





NEWS OF THE WEER. 





oe 
It is now believed that the P. & O. 
China can be floated off Azalea Rock, 





camer 
erin. 





The shares in the Japan Brewery Company 
sold at public auction by Mr. Jno, W. Hall on 
Tuesday fetched yen 495 each. 


Commodore Dewey, U.S.N., has been pro- 
moted to the rank of Admiral and has received 
hundreds of congratniatory telegrams, 


The vote of thanks passed by the U.S. Con- 
gress to Admiral Dewey adds ten years to his 
age limit of retirement, and will make him at 
the end of the present year the Senior Admiral 
in the U.S, Navy. 

More instances of coolie violence are given 
in the Kobe papers, the latest being an attack 
Jast Sunday upon a party of foreign ladies and 
one gentleman, ‘he gentleman was bady hurt 
about the left arm in the course of the affray. 








The plague has claimed another European 
victim in Hongkong in the person of Miss 
Ruchwaldy, aged filteen years, who resided 
with her mother at No. 4, Blue Buildings. Like 
the rest of her family, the deceased young lady 
was an accomplished musician. 


We understand that the Yokohama Water- 
works Loan has been almost twice covered. The 
sum of 400,000 yen was required bat when the 
tenders were opened on May 15th, it was 
found that 338 applications had been sent in, 
their total subscription amounting to yen 
723,300. 


Many people in Yokohama will be interested 
in the following paragraph, which is taken from 
the W.-C, Daily News of May 13th:—The 
steamer stranded in Shihtao Bay on the South- 
East Promontory, is the Amarapoora, which 
left Yokohama on the 2nd inst. for Taku with 
acargo of lumber, Messrs. Dodwell, Carlill & 
Co., being her agents. She appears to have 
stranded in a fog and is likely to be a total loss, 
as a telegraphic request has been received here 
for a steamer to take It is. 


ew. 
stated that with fine r ee TQle 





could supply the funds! 





may be saved. The Amarapoora is a vessel of 
1,619 tons net and 2,444 gross, of 300 nominal 
horse-power, built at Greenock by Scoit and 
Co. in 1874. 

A recent issue of the Cape Argus would de 
light the soul of Sir Boyle Roche, In asking 
questions regarding the opinions of the lawyers 
of Johannesburg respecting the Koize scandal, 
Oom Paul “thought he would catch a weasel 
asleep in the person of Mr. Lindsay; but in 
vain was the net spread in the sight of this bird.” 











The Government of Natal has offered to sup- 
ply free of cost 12,000 tons of steam coal an- 
nually to ships of Her Majesty's Navy calling 
at the port of Durban. In accepting this gift, 
Mr. Chamberlain has intimated that the English 
Government are very much gratified at the 
generous proposal, and highly appreciate the 
spirit which dictates it. 

They seem to be pwazled in. England aver 
the pronunciation of Wei-haiwei. The Globe 
asks plaintively 

Waicw Way? Ann Way? 
Now, which is right—will some one say 2— 
Ist. Why-hay-why, or Way-high-way 7 
O: Way-hay-way, as some declare ? 
O. Way-high-why, as others swear? 
Will ove famil 
Decide "iwixt whys and ways and wees ? 
win English’ powers 
ce a port that’s ours, 




















A very sad occurrence took place at Chris! 
Church, Yokohama, on Sunday morning, Dur. 
ing the service a young-looking man was seen 
to stagger in one of the pews and on removal 
outside he was found to be totally unconscious 
Dr. Eldridge and Dr. Wheeler were sent for, but 
life was almost extinct when they arrived, and 
death ensued within ten minutes of the seizure, 
‘The cause of death was found, on post-mortem 
examination, to be due to excessive heart dis: 
ease. The deceased was Mr. Rober! J, Stainton, 
a chief officer on the reserve of the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 





A steel gun-boat built to the order of the 
order of the Siamese Government by the 
Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Company, 
Limited, was successfully launched at Kowloon 
on Tuesday, May roth, the “ christening” being 
performed by Mrs. G. B Dodwell, ‘Ihe vessel, 
which ts intended to be fitted with a four-inch 
Armstrong gun and four small quick fiers, is 
148 feet in length, beam 23 feet, depth rr ft. 3 
in. The engines are triple expansion, ditect 
cling, surface condensing, Cylinders 13 
inches, 21 inches, and 85 inches; length of 
stroke 24 inches, There are two boilers of 
mild steel of the multitubular cylindrical type, 
nine feet in length and eight feet three in 
diameter, the working pressure being 170 Ibs. 











In connection with the manning of the British 
Navy, and the proposed increase of the number 
of bluejackets for the coming year by 5,140, a 
good deal has been said from time to time as 
to the resources of the Colonies and the possi- 
bility of utilising them as recruiting grounds, 
The hardy fishermen of Newfoundland, if they 
could be induced to join, would make ideal 
seamen when trained to the work of a man-of- 
war, and both British North America and Aust- 
tralia ought to furnish a numerous Reserve of 
ly trained men, That they will do so 
he Colonies fully recognise their respon- 
sibilities and the Imperial character of the cuties 
of the British Navy is more than probable. In 
the meantime, an incident which recently oc: 
curred suggesis the advisability of an effort to 
obtain recruits from Colonial sources. In one 
day the Consul.General of the United States at 
Montreal received twenty: five applications from 
mien desirous of entering the Navy of the United 
States, The whole of the twenty. five men were 
British subjects, and nearly the whole of them 
are stated to have been well qualified for the 
service, 


Palm Sunday at Brentlord witnessed & 
fe and moving spectacle—a Bishop seated, 











exactly on a ass, but behind one in a 





costermonger's donkey cart. 
Mailborough ‘was due to da confirmation 
service at St. Lawrence’s Church, Brentford, 
but when his lordship arrived at Gunnersbury 
Railway Station in time, as he thought, to take 
a cab to the place of appointment, he found, to 
his great chagrin, that vehicles for hire were 
conspicuous by their absence. The distance 
was (00 great for walking in the few minutes to 
spare, and the Bishop had almost made up his 
mind to be late for the ceremony, when 
suddenly there came on the scene a humble 
coster with his “‘moke” and cart, the man 
having apparenily been turning an honest penny 
by providing the locality with oranges and 
apples. The aproned ecclesiastic explained to 
the coster in a moment his dilemma, and asked 
for a ‘lift.’ The kindly owner of the ass at 
once consented—the Bishop scrambled into the 
cart—and the donkey, entering into the 
humour of the situation, used its four hoots 
with such despatch that his lordship’s side 
through the principal street of the town was 
like a triumphal procession. Thanks to the 
dovkey the Bishop arrived at St, Lawrence's in 
good time. 


The Bishop of 














The King of the Belgians is sending a special 
mission to China, and he has entrnsied it to 
Count Charles d’Ursel, formerly Belgian Minis- 
ter at Bucharest and Governor of Hainault, 
Count d'Ursel left Brussels for the Far East on 
24th April. 


The famous lime-tree, which since 1813 has 
been one of the curiosities of the battlefield of 
Leipsic, is no more. It has been uprooted by 
a hurricane. It stood on elevated ground, and 
was known as Murat’s lime-tree, for the reason 
that it is said to have served the “ King of Nap- 
les" as an observatory on the morning of 
October 14. Legend has it that Napoleon him- 
self watched the course of the battle from this 
tree, Its trunk was 20 metres in height, and 
nearly two metres in diameter. 


In the course of a well-informed article in 
the Naval and Military Magasine on Wong: 
kong, which is termed “Our Gibraltar of tne 
Far East,” the writer, Lieutenant-Colonel Le 
Mesurier, says :—The defences of this distant 
possession are hardly commensurate with the 
important position it now occupies, nor are they 
commensurate with the position this colony is 
destined to ocupy in the not very distant {uture. 
As China and Japan deyelop, the importance of 
the colony will become enhanced. At the 
moment Honkong depemis mainly upon the 
fleet to prevent the landing of a hostile force 
upon her almost defenceless southern and east- 
ern shores, The garrison is something less 
than 3,000 men, whi would, of course, 
render some assistance, in repelling an attack : 
but it is perfectly certain that, if an enemy 
could succeed in confining our fleet to the 
harbour, very little opposition could be offer- 
ed to the landing of a large force, if sup- 
ported by the guns of a fleet. There are some 
small batteries erected on the southern side of 
the island, but these would be of no use against 
heavy ships’ guns, Moreover, I believe that 
the town and harbour could be shelled by ships 
off the south coast. What is needed to 
ender that fortress impregnable is a properly 
constructed set of works for the protection of 
that part of the island, Until something of the 
kind is done, Hongkong will be liable to be 
carried by a conp de main. Auother important 
question is the supply of food. The supply of 
the quarter of a million inhabitants of the colony 
has to be bronght from the mainland. Apart 
from the danger of having so large an alien 
population at one’s door, it would become im- 
possible to feed such large numbers in time of 
war, aa the ordinary methods of supply would 
assuredly be dislocated by such a convulsion. 
Col. Le Mesurier advocates British-born Chinese 
as militia, and those who did not desire to leave 
to also thus serve. In regard to food supply, 
he suggests that the Tytam and a d'Aguilar 
peninsulas should be fenced off as pig runs, 
where the Chinese hollow-backed species might 
roam at will and propagate, These pigs are 
Kakdylaved Will!hve and fatten on little. 
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FAPAN AND THE PARIS EX- 
POSITION. 
J eee 

On the 13th instant a notification was issued 
over the signature of Mr. Kancko, Minister for 
Agriculture and Commerce, embodying the 
regulations for the collection and inspection of 
fine art productions for the Paris Exposition of 
1900. The chief regulations are as follow 

OF the articles selected those which are con- 
sidered most excellent shall be bought by the Gu- 
vernment or subsidies shall be granted for the 
same. ‘The articles shall be placed on exhibi 
at No. 5 room of the former Exhibition Build- 
ing in Uyeno Park, Tokyo, between the 1st and 
sth of August of the 32nd year of Afeifi (1899). 

Articles brought later than this can not be en- 
tered in the list prepared in Frenci for presenta 
tion to the Fiench Commissioners’ Office, and 
hone will therefore be allowed to be exhibited, 

Any peisor. desiting his goods to be inspected 
is vequived to prepare a register of exhibits in 
conformity with the revised form, and to present 
it to the special Exhibition Cour ners? Office, 
through a Municipal or Prefeciural Office, before 
July first of the gand year of Mei 

‘The form to be used for preparing the list may 
he obtained on application by postal card to the 
Commissioners’ Offic 

No pictve or diawing is to Le inspected unless 
ivis presented in the form of a tablet, aud it must 
not be of excessive dimensions. 

The number of articles presented by each appli 
cant for examination must notexceed five, but this 
provision does not apply to cases where several 
aiticles together constitute a single exhibit, 

‘The expenses to be incurred in packing 
transporting the articles submitted to examinatiod 
shall be borne by the owners, 


















































ENGLISH “ MADE IN GERMANY.” 
eee aes 
(contRiBureD.) 

Max O'Rell, whose nonsense often contains 
some good sense, once wrote :—' The English 
have a way of using the adjective ‘German’ as 
synonymous with ‘bad.’ ‘German’ sausages, 
‘German’ bands, and ‘German’ silver are art- 
icles 1 wonld not recommend to my bitterest 
enemy.” This might have been so at one time, 
but of late years English politicians and news- 
papers have taken an entirely different ground, 
have lauded everything German to the skies, 
and have decried everything English in the 
most unmereiful fashion. ‘Germans only need 
apply” has been the merchant's motto; no 
musician whose name does not end in “2” or 
“un” is tolerated on a concert platform; even 
the great national patron saint of England John 
Barleycom himself, has been deposed in favour 
of the Pilsener and Lager of German beer- 
swillers. Few, indeed, except onr own people, 
can complain of the manner in which we have 
regarded our German “cousins” during the 
last few years. 











Export Trade, however, has discovered that 
we regard the Kaiser's subjects with hatred: 
German commerce is, itsays, the victim of “false 
statements made by the Englishmen, who 
see their star sinking.” Zaport Zrade is a jour- 
nal published in Germany, and, we should say, 
written by Germans, though it is printed 
something that purports to be English, English 
as made in Germany is a funny product, Not 
an inferior product, by any means—we are an- 
xious to throw no slight on any Teutonic out- 
put—on the contrary, it contains elements of 
humour far in excess of ordinary, commonplace 
English. Witness the prospectus :—“ This Ger- 
man Journal purposes (0 make known the Ger- 
man industry to the world’s market abroad, and 
to prove the capacity of the German industry, 
contrary to the false statements made by the 
Englishmen, who can see their star sinking. 
The German industry stands in every way 
as high as the times demand, and is capa- 
ble to compete with the industry of any other 
civilized country, The subscription price of 
the journal is payablein advance. For payments 
we take money from all countries at day course. 











We correspond in English, French, German, |; 


Spanish, aud Poringuese.” 
If the French, Spanish, and Portuguese are 
of the same quality as the English, yrenphilan- 


thropic publishers of Export Trade will be 
adding to the gaiety of at least four nations. 

The leading article is writtenin a style worthy 
of Fleet Street. Tue writer, for once in his lite 
tree of the haunting dread of six months for 
dese majesté, as let himself go. He trounces 
the poor English well. ‘They are ina very 
uneasy mood ; they are annoyed, and not without 
reason that the German commerce and the 
German industry have taken an unprecedented 
step ahead, and they show this ill-humour in 
the haughty and superior manner which they 
have shown as far back as the history reaches.” 
Then follows much about the coming Germani- 
sation of the Universe, from Peking to Peru, 
and total humiliation of the effete Anglo-Saxon, 
China is to be to Germany what India is to Eng- 
land; and we are told, in all the solemnity of 
italics, that, “ the star of Great Britain seems to 
be going down rapidly.” ‘We could easily 
tell,” adds the editor ‘some characteristic 
exainples of the British actions, but we think 
this is enough for the present, and we hope 
that our neighbours across the channel will pro- 
fit by this lesson.” 

The editor waxes enthusiastic over the growth 
of German shipping. The English “ bave had 
to come to the conclusions, that the German 
nation does not only understand to write books 
and to fight battles, but also is master in lechni- 
cal matters, Germany does not only own the 
greatest namber of the largest ships, but they 
are also mostly built in Germany, Repeatedly 
it has been proposed, to arrange a swimming 





"!German exhibition, to sail from port to port, 


throughout the whole world, for the purpose of 
bringing the capabilities of the German In- 
dustry before the eyes of other nations ina 
penetrating manner, It is hardly possible 
to show the creative power of the German 
Trade more expressively, as by a colossal 
mail steamer, built ata German ship building 
yard. 

“Tt would be shown by this, that the ship 
building and construction of machinery as well 
as the electro-technics in Germany is up to 
date, and would also show to the visitors in the 
arrangements of the cabins and saloons the 
development of the different arts. They could 
the admire tastily executed metal-, timber, 
porcelain, glass- and decorative works, and 
harmoniously agrecing arrangements, 

“A better recommendation than this for all 
parts of the German industry could not be 
imagined, a steamer, well finished, with shape- 
ful lines, and good appearance, combined with 
the best qualifications for sea service! With 
such aship of graceful shape, and besides of 
enormons size, the same as the newest steam- 
ers of the North German Lloyd, one can easily 
understand why they created such wonder 
everywhere, at their first appearances in foreign 
ports, In every port thousands of persons have 
‘awaited their arrival, and they have been visited 
and inspected during the days of their stays in 
port by an enormous number of spectators, al 
most to be compared with a migration of 
nations, and this is a point, opening the eye of 
even the simplest minded, and showing him 
the importance of the German industry and the 
German aris,” 

The general articles do not come up to the 
same high level of eloquence. One writer, 
however, waxes poelical over an object which 
the dull Anglo-Saxon mind would have con- 
sidered prosaic, a cable car in an American 
silver mine :—* The new works are viewed by 
a large number of visitors, and still visitors are 
coming to see the plant, It is an undeniable 
fact, that such a plant is very picturesque and 
one is.strangly impressed by the strong and 
nevertheless elegant iron consirnctions, the 
long spans bf rope, on which the trucks move 
along high above our heads, the automatically 
gripping and releasing of the trucks in a 
most enigmatical manner, and the rugged 
mountains around. This is especially noted 
where the valleys are spanned, some of the spans 
being up to 372 yards long and some of the 
on supports reaching a height of 2 feet.” 
This plant, it is satisfactory to sead, is not only 
strong, elegant and enigmatical” (like the wri- 


‘ofe" “but it makes iisel! paid.” 








The following .concerning, the “ Polyphone 
Music Works” (whatever they may be) is in- 
teresting :— 

“They are mostly manufactured to play auto- 
matically by clock-work, and one size, the 
smallest one for children, only.is made without 
clock work, and arranged for hand-turning, as 
the self-producing of music offers a greater 
charm to children.” 

‘The heading, A Very Important Invention 
on the Domain’ of the Dying Industry” made 
us think at first that it was a puff of some Ger- 
man patent medicine, but it has merely refer- 
ence lo some new colouring process. 

The advertisements are as interesting as the 
articles, Here are some specimens ;— 

“Novelty! The weeping maiden ; most origi- 
nal, and highly seasoned joke article m.6.00 
Other most interesting joke articles m.2.50. 

« The greatest wonder of industrie! The most 
sensational article for wholesale Novelty! ! 
Self-running elephant of massive metal—en 
consequence of his four pendulumlegs he runs 
on every oblique flat. Highly amusing and 
comical. g cm in the length, 6cm high. Add 
to this chenille: monkeys with plume of the hel- 
met; dealers put them as riders on the elephant, 
increasing thus the fun, Per dozen 35 Pfg. 
gross 4 mark,” 

“ A Wonder of the World, German Patent No. 
80,650. Patented in America, England, France, 
Austia, &c. Spinning top for running on the 
Ceiling! A spinning top which does not only 
run on the fluor or in the air, but really on the 
ceiling, without causing damage. The most 
interesting invention of the century: Whoever 
sees this top spinning on the ceiling, must 
admit that is hard to believe this before seeing 
it, Hardly any other invention has effected a 
greater sensation than this spinning top.” 

“ Piquant! Novel! Amusing! Charming in- 
stantancous Photographs, about 30 different 
subjects. Kinetographs in magnificant artistic 
coloured finished with effectful amd colour 
changing illumination.” 

“For all kind of beasts of pray,” (we do not 
know whether this is a hidden sarcasm on 
the clerical profession) * birds, rodentia and 
fishes we furnish the best generally acknow- 
ledged and surely catching traps. Besides 
projecting engines for clay-pigeons and glass- 
globes, as well as every kind of decoy whistles. 

“Umbrellas elegant handles, durable with 
bells for Ladies and Gentlemen,” 

“Papyrolith, the latest and most distin- 
guished invention in Building line is insect 
proof, fireproof, lessens the sound and has no 
joints. From 1898 this substance will be also 
made in slabs pressed hydraulical.” 

“Of great interest! for every European 
abroad, Skin-cream! Most excellent pre- 
paration for caring of the skin,” 

We could multiply our extracts, but refrain 
from taking up more space. 





























KOREAN FOTTINGS. 
ee eee 

A successful police gambling raid was recently 
made upon the house of Imperial Private Secre- 
tary $6 Wansun, the result being the arrest of 
five prominent officials, who was caught in 
fagrante delicto, Remarks the Jndependen 
It is the first time in the history of the Korean 
Police Dep’t that such a high toned gambling 
den has been successfully raided. 











The carcase of an ox that had died from 
rinderpest was recently exposed for sale in Soul, 
wherenpon a policeman stepped up and inter- 
fered, quoting as his authority the municipal 
sanitary law, Since this law was enacted Soul 
has seen several changes in Heads of Police. 
‘The owner of the diseased animal, working upon 
his knowledge, appealed against the policeman’s 
decision, urging that the law was passed by 
traitors, The Chief Commissioner fell in with 
the suggestion and reprimanded the constable 
for attempting to enforce the law! 





‘The Korean tri weekly journal hasa naive way 





of describing things at times, A ‘* smashet’s” 
outfit was zegently- discovered at Soul and the 
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men were arrested. The Independent goes 
into the affair in this manner :—Ye Pyengkn 
and Choi Haknai of this city have established 
a private mint in Munomi village outside the 
Northeast gate for the purpose of counterfeiting 
nickel and copper coins. A cousin of Choi 
suspected the enterprise and demanded some 
money from them, but they refused him, He 
went to the Police Department and informed 
the authorities of his suspicion, A number of 
detectives were despatched to the house and 
watched the men, Last Wednesday the detec: 
tives raided the house and discovered a sub- 
terranean chamber of about eight an in which 
all sorts of minting apparatus were placed and 
where some two thousand pounds of copper 
and nickel were stored. The two proprietors 
were immediately arrested and the machinery 
and the metal have been confiscated. 

















‘The police inspectors of Soul are having a 
hard time of it just now, It appears that the 
Governor of Séui notified that the Improvement 
Company would engage all unemployed men 
to clean the city drains provided they came with 
proper certificates from the police. Hundreds 
of men applied for these certificates, which the 
police granted freely. But upon the bearers 
presenting themselves at the Company's office, 
the Improvement Company declined to recog: 
nise the certificates and sent the men away. 
The poor deluded folk are now clamouring for 
redress at the police offices. 








A rumour was current in Soul on the 7th inst. 
that Mr, Shibusawa Eiichi intended presenting 
yen 1,000 to be distributed in the form of relief 
doles to the distressed people of the city, 





The newly appointed Kamni of Fusan, Mr. 
Kim Kakhen, held at one time the position of 
Chief of Diplomatic Burean in the Foreign 
Office. He is considered—says our Séul con- 
temporary—as one of the most promising 
officials in the government and is thoroughly 
progressive in his ideas. We believe that he 
will fill his new post with satisfaction to both 
the natives and foreigners residing at that port, 














CHINESE NOTES. 
Ma GEE RISING 

We notice in the Shanghai papers that Madame 
de Uriarte, wife of the Spanish Consul at Shang- 
hai, is usking assistance to procure old linen 
for making bandages for the wounded in the 
Spanish-American war, and also old under- 

clothing from ladies and gentlemen. 





The W.-C. Daily News remarks that a private 
letter just received from Yatung in Tibet says 
that the Tibetans declare that they have heard 
nothing of the capture and maltreatment of Mr, 
H. Savage Landor, and say he must have fallen 
into the hands of a wandering tribe. 


By an order of the Russian Minister of War, 
confirmed by the Emperor, the fortress artillery 
troops on the Pacific coast are increased by the 
formation of a new and complete force of this 
character at Possiet Bay of the same strength 
as the force at Nikolaievsk, and an additional 
company, numbered six, of 300 men for the 
existing detachment at Viadivostock. 


Mr. Gervase Cook arrived at Wahu on the 
1st May to obtain assistance, the Kulingsan 
mines having been attacked on the previous 
night by a mob of some 200 men. The rioters 
took possession of some of the shafts, and on 
the following morning attacked the works. Mr, 
Cook defended them for some time, but even- 
tually had to evacuate, and go to Ningkufu 
for help. 





A report was current in Shanghai on the rath 
inst, that the Nanking Viceroy had issued an 
order that no cocoons were to be sold to 
foreigners this season, and that the Italian Go- 
vernment had protested, and the Marco Polo 
was to be sent to enforce this protest. What 
has really occurred the V.C. Daily News 
believes, that the gistrate at, i 
issued an order prokijtiting tlie/c 


















otis BERS 


the various filature firms from employing foreign 
capital and from insuring, aud the order has 
naturally been protested against, 


Kiangnan Arsenal, which has always had 
two Commissioners of Taotai’s rank as Chiet 
and Vice Directors of the works, ig now, ac- 
cording to recent instructions of Viceroy, Liu, 
to have only one; the Chief Director Chiang 





Taotai having been ordered to hand over the|t 


direction to the sole authority of the Vice- 
Director, Lin Taotat, Chiang Taotai has gone 
to Ni sking “to awail further appointment.” 











CORRESPONDENCE, 


a 
THE ABOLITION OF TORTURE 
IN JAPAN. 


‘To tHe Epiror or THe “Javan Mai.” 

Sir,—When two good men fall out on quest 
of fact itis sometimes in the power of onluokers 
to clear away misappreher 

The ordinary reader turns away from the perusal 
of your strictures on the fooimcte to page 165 of 
the new edition of Things Japaness nder the 
impression, first, that you deny that Count Mutan 
was ever imprisoned wud treated as a criminal, 
and, secondly, that you make Me. Chamberlain 
assert that (he event aciated by him occurred in 
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1873 
{icetsore that you never intended to convey 
either of these impressions, A careful exam 
of the frotnote shows that Mr. Chamberlain 
¢3 1873 #3 the date of the arrival in Japan of 
Monsieur Boissonade de Fontatabie, and that vo 
date is assigned to the incident itsell, Moreover, 
you, with your extensive knowledge of Japanese 
must be well aware that Count Mutsi was 
"connection (if memory serves, 
it) with the Satsuma rebellion af Saige 
I, therefore, you will extend your in- 
vestigation of the record’ of the deceased siates- 
mau for a few years subsequent to 1875, you will 
be able to co no the statement that Mutsy suf 

































fered imprisonment, and the issue will then be 

narrowed down to the question whether or not he 

also suffered torture. 
Lam, sir, yours, &., 


Tokyo, 12th May. 


W. D. COX. 


n * Things, Japanese” 

If that does 

ee evn slog ne ig eims anes men utaueinicly oe 

did not for a moment intend to snggest that dir. Slutsu was 

iminully condemned. “In 1878 he was sentenced to 

nment which was u reduced to3. We 

mory only. The 4 nis by no means 

jowever, tu the simple issue whether or no Mr. 
0 7M) 



























MONSIEUR BOISSONADE AND 
TORTURE IN JAPAN, 


To rue Epiror or THE “Javan Mat.” 

—A few days before leaving Japan, Mou- 
sieur Buissonade de Fontarabie told me there 
was one thing, and one only, in looking back 
over a long career, which gave him unalloyed 
jaction,—his successful intervention on beball 
of the abolition of torture in Japan,—and there 
upon he selated the details substantially as given 
in the last edition of “ Things Japanese,” with 
the exception of the imention of me ‘of Mr. 
Mats, which was obtained from another souce 
and seems, from your collation of dates, to have 
been errone You have seen fil to sneer at the 
anecdote, and you ask contemptuously “why M. 
Boissonade should have carried on the work of 
codification in a jail, as must have been the case 
if the chamber adjoining the scene of his study 
was a tortive roo T cannot answet this ques- 
i was ot there, and do not know. But that 
Monsieur Boisonnade should either have Lempora 
ily resided, or else have had his study—per- 
haps for convenience in consulting his Japanese 
colleagnes—in some apartment attached to the 
Depattinent ot Coust of Justice, seems no very i 
provable supposition, At any rate, his assertion 
to me was that it was while buyied over the preli- 
minaties of codification that he heard thé groans 
teams ina ng chamber and then he 
on to relate his horrified surprise at the inci+ 
dent, the evasions of the officials, his indignant re 
monstrances, and the consequent disuse of so bar: 
barous a custom, he having plainly announced 
that either torture anist cease, or he must resign 
his post, and codification be left in statu quo. 


















































































European public, whose interest in such bumani= 
tarian progress in always intense—deubly so when 
they have the proud consciousness of the progress 
being due toa philanthropist of their own 
Twas naturally led to lay most stiesy on that part 
of the subject. ludeed, the whole paint of the story 
was theres y sre by the context, the rest 
The precise date, and the 
panese sufferer among so many 
hundieds whom, dusing our own lifestime, the 
has claimed for its own, sink into 
the minds of most of us, com= 
pared with so glorious a victory, so momentous a 
social and moral change. Neveritheles:, [am 
truly sony that even on minor points I’ should 
have been—if indeed | have been—misled, and 
the necessaty alterations shall be made in the next 
edition, Meanwhile I vente to think that the 



































jury done to Count Mutsu’s memory can be but 
slight, seeing that if he was wot (to quote yo 
words) “receiving the Weatment af a common cr 





minal" in 1873-4, he was ai 
about the county from gaol to gaol a few years 
later, receiving hom his safes ngs (as his medical 
attendants will testify) such permanent injury to 
his health as to bring on the disease which resulted 
in his untimely death, Alter all, the ignominy in 
all such cases rests, not who w 
but with those who 
In conclusion permit me, Sir, to express 
astonishment at the animus, the strangely acid | 
and discourteous tone with which you have seen 
fit to eat me an this occasion, attacked no one, 
—not Count Mutsn, feast of all yourself, Yet had 

ade you the object of some violent personal 
be, you could hardly have shown more heat 
avid have scattered disparaging expressions move 
freely than you have dove on the present oceasios 
Couttesy, however, is not a thing ove can demand, 
The wisest plan doubilesy is not even to expect ity 
Tecan in any case thank you for the continued ad- 
vertisement which has been supplied gratis to my 
books by your repeated attacks. 


Tai 


st notoriously dragged 

























. Sir, Your obedient servant, 


BASIL HALL CHAMBERLAIN. 
Tokyo, May 151, 


To THe Epirox or THe © Japan Matt.” 
Siz—lt you do vot co 





ider such expression 









as and ‘false story 
(not to mention others) disparaging and discourt= 
cons, your standard of the languag able to 





literary criticism and to sacial intercourse must be 
peculiar, Under such circumstances, all diseu: 
sion becomes impossible, [leave it to the public 
to judge between us. 


Your obedient servant, 


BASIL HALL. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Tekyo, May 17th, 1898 








THE SPINNERS’ DIFFICULTIES. 


‘To tHe Epitor or re ‘Japan Mate.” 

Sig,—In an article which appears in the Zapan 
Mail of May roth the statement is made that the 
cotton spinners? difficulties may he attributed to 
two causes, viz., ovet production and waut of work. 
ing capital, [t seems strange that the editor of 
the Mail did suggest another and probably 
the true cause of these difficulties, namely the gold 
standard of Jap It is a well-known peculiarity 
of the gold standard that it has the power of mask- 

ng its effects. When producers canuot sell their 
products in competition with other producers, it is 
the easiest thing in the world to suggest overpro- 
duction and want of capital as the cause of ime 
pending embarrassments. And it is probably 
that less production and more wotking capital 
night have saved the mamufactiners. Manchester 
cotton spinners have been complaining for two de- 
cades. Had they cintailed production twenty 
years ago and reserved more for working capital 
fifty years ago, no doubt they too would lave wea- 
thered the stormy of the payt twenty years better 
than they have. Butis it not a point of importance 
that the Japanese cutton spinners Nave never ex. 
perienced the danger of overproduction, or of com: 
petition with Chinese producers, until tise in exe 
change occunted between Japan and China? Ts 
it not curious that Japanese spinners never felt the 
eed of more work pital until they found the 
silver standard of China giving the Chinese spin- 
nets an advantage? T venture tosay that the pold 
standard is the true solution of the difficulties of 
the catton spinners in Osaka and elsewhere in 
Japa 

Nothing is move striking and more incompres 
hensible than the mental attitude of the gold ad= 





















































































The terms in which you so strongly and te- 
peatedly repudiate all concern with Monsieur Bois: 
would 








10 show that the matter is not one capable of 
Writing, as Udo, for the) general 


spate se in the abolition of tortn 





you, 





vocates. ; the Goverment has had to 
perilAW SAS WCébiLarrassments which could all 
awerbecnavoided hdc left Abe money standard 
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as it was before 1897. The Government has had 
to encounter the constant menace of an export of 
goli—an ever-present incubus to the trade of the 
Country; it has had to meet the question of « sepa~ 
rate standard for Formosa; it is trying now to 
work off the silver yen upon Korea (a very suspir 
cious experiment); it is forcing subsidiary silver 
upon the community in excessive amounts; it per 
mits one of the chief industries of the country 
suffer, but it encounters all these self-imposed dif 
ficulties with the greatest willingness and zeal, 
because they are done in behalf of that paragon, 
the gold standard. 

A hundred incidents connected with the intro- 
duction of the gold standard only confirm what 
Ernest Seyd said so prophetically in 1871, The 
strong docttinism existing ... . as ‘regards the 
gold standard is so bind that when the time of 
depression sets in, (here will be this special featur 
the economical authorities of the country will re- 
se to listen to the cause here foreshadowed ; 
every possible attempt will be made to prove that 
the decline of commerce is due to all sorts of causes 
and irteconcilable matters. The workman and 
his strikes will be the first convenient laiget, then 
speculation and overirading will have the 
tun. Later on when foreign nations, unable 
to pay in silver, have recourse to protection, when 
a number of secondary causes develop themselve 
then many would-be wise men will have the 
pportunity of pointing to specific reasons which 
in theie eyes will account for the falling off in 
tade. Many other allegations will be made, 
totally incelevant to the real issue but satisfactory 
to the motaiising tendency of the age.” 

The cotton spinners will doubt graduaily 
work out of their present condition, but not before 
they have encountered a heavier amount of 
suffering than they have so far had. Aud all this 
might have been avoided ; but it is worth while 
perhaps to be disciplined by untoward circus 
stances, even if self imposed. The Osaka cotto 
spinners ought to regard their financial difficulties 
assome of the old martyrs did the scouges which 
they inflicted upon themselves. 

May 17th, D. 
ticle to which our correspondent refers was not a 
ent of our own ideas but _a résumé of facts 
duced by vernacular journals.—E. #.41.) 


THE MEIJI GAKUIN. 






















































To tHe Eprtox of THe “JarAn Matt.” 

Sir,—In your issue of the 17th inst, under the 
“Monthly Summary of the Religious Press"! 
occurs the following as taken from the Shakas 
Zasshi Have wot such institutions as the 
Aoyama Gakuin, the Azabu. Eiwagakko, the 
Rikkyo Gakke, the Nihoo Gakum, the Me 
Gakuin, aod the Nara Chugakko all recent 
stated that they are prepared tu give up teach 
ing the Bible as a part of the school curriculum 


























in return for recognition as Ordinary Muddle 
Schools ? 
Having no commission to speak for the other 








Is mentioned, | would simply state that the 
Meiji: Gakuin has certainly not made such a state 
ment, and that all ty authorities whether in Japan 
a ate emphatically an record asagainst 
‘The Meiji Galoin teaches the 










such a stat 
Bible as heretofore, having made no alteration as 


to time ov obligation of students to attend oF 
teachers who impart the instruction, Moreover 
the local authorities have been given to under 
stand distinctly that the teaching of the Bible is 
not to be discarded, Should the local authorities 
ever demand that it be discarded as a condition of 
ils recognition of the schocl as doing work of the 
Otdinaiy Middle School grade, there is no doubt 
as to what position the school would take, [ts 
past history and its present professions are pre- 
mises which admit of only one logical conclusion, 

It may be pointed out also that the conditions 
imposed for recognition as well as ihe advantages 
to be enjoyed are of quite a different order fom 
those contained inthe "Doshisha Affai.” The 
writer in the Shashi Zasshi should certainty inform 
himself as to facts before drawing such remarkable 
conclusions from then, 
misery loves company,” the  Dashish 
ust cast about elsewhere for comfort, 
you for inserting this couection. 
Tam, yours very respectfully, 

H. M. 

ts 18ih May, 1898. 





























LANDIS. 





Meiji Gakuin, 

















The first race of the Mosquito Yacht Club's 
season over the five mile course, round the 
Honmokw Lightship, resulted as follows :— 


Sturt. HL E. Lightship. H.R. Finish, 
Nandeska..2.05 45 2414 00 2 52 50 3 10 50 3 1005 


= |cosmopotitan place. 


WHERE “BEYOND THESE VOICES 


THERE IS PEACE.” 
caeaeA ae 

The following letter, which originally appear- 
ed in the Times of India, setting forth the 
advantages of residence in the island of Capri 
s since been copied into other India papers. 
Although written with the object of calling the 
attention of Anglo-Indiang to Capri asa place 
of residence, it may possibly interest others, and 
perhaps some of our readers, who, when travell- 
ing in Italy, may be tempted to see for them- 
selves whether Capri justifies the writer's very 
glowing description. It is, atall events, a matter 
of some importance that folks in the Far East, 
whose “ships” have not arrived with the desir- 
ed punctuality, should know where pleasant 
retreats are to found beyond the sound of the 

soroban and the sight of ledgers :— 





A correspondent writes from Capri :—I have 
lately received several letters from Anglo Indians 
in reference to a letter descriptive of the Island of 
Capti, which Twrote to the Fied and which was 
published on July qth of this yea These letters 
have indicated an interest this fascinating 
nd which | had ea existed and have con- 
tained innumerable questions of every conceivable 
character. It has therefore occurred to me that 
a short leer containing the information which is 
likely to be most useful to Anglo Indians may 
not he unacceptable to readers of the Zimes of| 
India. It seems to we that Capri is peculiarly 
adapted as a tesidence for a more or less leng- 
thened period to thase who desite an ideal 
climate, economical living, and most exquisite 
scenery; in addition to which it is very acces: 
rible, and, though out of the wad, is in the 
would, Capri isa small island 6$ miles long by 
2} broad in the widest part, and rising to an 
elevation cf 2,000 feet, [i is situated in the Bay 
of Naples, due South from Naples about 20 
miles. ‘The population is about 5,coo, [is very 
easily reached hy those return om Tudia, 
as the Py O., B-itish India, and Ovient steam. 
ets tonch at Naples, From this point there are 
small steamers twice a day which reach Capri in 
3h hours. The first question always asked is, 
what is the climate like? My answer to this is 
that it has fewer drawbacks and more pleasant 
months than any climate in the world. Capt 
very beneficial lor people in the early stages of 
consumption ot sufferers from bronchial o« throat 
ailments, on account of the dryness uf the atmo- 
sphere, the absence of duss, and its immunity from 
sudden aud tapid changes of temperature wh 
ave so ly’ Malarious diseases ave 
and [cannot imagine a better place to get tid of 
the seeds of jungle fever than Capri, ‘The air i 
singularly bracmy and exlilacating except during 
the prevalence ot the Suc KE. Wind). The 
avetage mean temperature for the yeat is 59° 
The average mean temperature for the thee sprt 
months is 55°; for the three summer months 71° 
for the three autuma months 62 and for the three 
winter months 48° ‘The prevalent winds in the 
summer ate from the N.N.W., which greatly tends 
to mitigate the heat, “The rainfall is slight, the 
wettest months being October and Januaty; the 
water supply is entirely from cisterns, 

tur next to the subject of economy, which I 
fear in these days of the depreciated pee is not an 
unimportant matter, there are few cheaper places io 
be found than Capri, this of course partly because, 
as every body more or less studies economy, people 
do not put on much style,” there is very litile 
entertaining and wo form and ceremony, and 
everyone “does what is tight in his own eyes.” 
Pension can be obtained at all the smaller Hotels, 
of which there are several, at from 6 to 7 lite per 
day, including wine. One pound sterling to-day 
is worth 27 Ine, Pleasant furnished villas, sup- 
plied with plate, linen, and glass, can be rented 
for 100 to 150 live per month; the wages of s 
vants ate 25 to 30 lire per month. Fruit, olive 
oil and the wine of the island (which isfamons) are 
cheap; milk iy easily obtainable; other provisions 
are about ihe same price as in Kngland. ‘There 
ave several shops io Capri which supply all ordine 
aty wants; in Naples, which is a city of 500,000 
inhabitants, the shops are excellent and the most 
exacting wants can be supplied. Capri 
vesort for artists of all nationalities and 
A few English families live 
on the Island, and there is an English Chur 
Library, and Lawn Tennis Ground. lhete-i 
splendid bathing and sailing thionghout the sum 
mer, but no sport to speak of, except that during 
the spring and autumn flights, a few quail may be 
shot. With regard to the beauty of the scenery, 
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pe exquisite sky and cloud effects, which indeed 
ten baffle the artist; the never-end 10 ER 
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and variety of Vesuvius, which by day and 
hight, summer and winter is ever fu 
changes and surprises, the quaint old twisting lan 
and rugged rughheww stair way's af the little own, 
with the picturesque Capri 






ol these charming studies for the artist and photo- 
grapher there ts Capri is an excellent 
centre for Pompeii, Ve: 
vins, Sorrento, Amalfi, and Paestuma, can be visit- 
ed in the day; while Sicily, Ischia, and Stromboli 
are longer but no less interesting expeditions, 

In conclusion, that I may divest this letter or any 
semblance of self interest, I will say that [have 
no axe to gt that T have uo pecuniary 
terest whatever in Capri, only [am fully assueed 
that many aman seeking-a haven of rest would 
find in Capri the very land of his dreams, and 
that not to give others the benefit of my fortunate 
experience would be selfish and chuslish. Should 
this letter prove of sufficient interest to any veadec 
of the Times of India to lead himto wish for any 
further details about Capri, [ shall be pleased to 
answer his enquiries, and a letter addressed to me 
as below willreach me. 









































“HE. 
Casa Castiglio 
lualy. 





Capii, 











THE NEVIUS METHOD. 
es 
To tae Enitor or THe “ Japan Mate,’ 











Sir,—Many of the missionaties in Japan have 
recently turned with renewed interest to the ques- 
tion of selfesupport among the Japanese churches, 
aud theit attention has been especially dicected to 











what is known as the Nevius mehod, This 
method has been in operation for a sumber of 
years in Sant and W occuned to me that 





Some account of its actual working there would be 
of value, [therefore requested one of out missions 
aties in China to give me the names of seve 
who could speak with knowledge and also f 
different points of view. At Nis suggestion 
wrote to Dis, Mateer and Corbett and to Messts. 
Challant and Laughlin. Brom De, Mateer Ihave 
not yetteceived a reply; but, as appears below, 
an article on the subject from his pen may shortly 
be expected in the Missionary Recorder. J shall 
esteem it a favour if you will kindly grant a place 
in the Fapan Mail for the answers from the other 
Unree, “together with my own letter of inguiry. 
Readers of “ Methods of Mission Work’? will 
temember its repeated references to Dr. Carbert. 
[cis of interest also to observe that in that sketch, 
written in 1885, Dr. Nevins says of him, * Ow the 
main points of am policy we are happily 
neatly of one mind.” Speaking of Me. Laughlio, 
he says, “* The Rev. J. H. Laughlin ts now assist= 
Ha, me in my Country work 3 and will, Etrust, soon 
lake entire charge of it,” rbett avd Mr. 
Laughlin have thus an exceptional knowledge of 
the history aad working of the method, and there 
letters are therefore of peculiar value. 


Tam, sir, etc, WILLIAM IMBRIE, 




































Tokyo, January 3-d, 1898. 















Dear Doctor Last summer” our Conn 
cil of Missions met at Karuizawa. A considerable 
part ol the Lime was given to the question of self. 
support, and several tesolutions were adopted. 





Among other things the several missions were re- 
commended, as far as practicable, to make tig! of 
the Nevius method, 

T have read the little hook giving an account of 
that method. Butas the book is made up of arti- 
cles written by Dr, Nevins some ten twelve 
years ago, and before the plan had been teally 
tested, I should be glad to learn something of its 
actual working in Shantung, Such questions as 
the following have occured to me :— 

1. Dues the theory work out substantially as Dr. 
Nevins hoped that it would ? 

Does the mission accept 
iecioat of work 2 5 

3. Is the plan still cartied out on its origi 
lines, oF have important modifications been 
duced P Iv particular, bas it been necess: 
employ a considerable force of educated me: 
has the success of the plan been such as to rendec 
educational work relatively unimportant? 

4. Ate the leaders of the groups of Chi 
able to maintain theit leadership , ot do they soon 
leach themselves out? How are they able to give 
up their daily work for a month or six weeks ata 
tne, in order to go to Chefoo or elsewhere for 
tiuction? Do many among thea be- 
come wien of matked spiritual power ? 

5. As avule, do the groups of Christians retain 
their interest in Christianity? Do they continue 
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churches? Does the pl lead to real self-sup- 
pori—i.e, to churches with pastors, places of 
woiship, etcetera; or, are the groups self-sup- 
rather because the plan dispenses with 
the vations aids to Christian life that call for 
Christian giving 2 Do the Christians manifest an 
evangelistic spirit P 

In some cases, no doubt, the answers to these 




















questions can be ouly incomplete; and it would 
Le quite unreasonable to expect perfection from 
any plan; but [ shall be greatly obliged to 





for a briel statement of the actual experience i 


Shantung. 
Sincerely yours, WILLIAM IMBRIE. 





Chefoo, Feb. 2nd, 1898. 
Imbiie,—In reply to your letter of 
in regard to the outcome of Dr. 
mission methods, 

When Dr, Nevins resigned all connection with 
the county work in 1887, Presbytery appointed 
me to the oversight of three of his organized 
churches in the Ichoufu: District. Those churches 
were once described as the crown jewels of all Di. 
Nevius’ work. Di the four years that I had 
charge of that work, I visited it twice a year and 
did all I could to carry it along on De. Nevius’ 
lines, The leaders soon reached the limits of 
their attainments, The members soon came to 
think that they knew as much as their leaders. 
Contentions sprang up. Some apostazied ; others 
became members or adherents of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church, When I left that past of the field, 
the Rev. C. C. Kittie and his wife took charge of 
these churches and did much faithful work the 
Last November I visited these churches again 
and to my sorrow found them far from flourishing 
or self-supporting. 

The Rev. Low Yaw, a faithful and success 
worker, had charge of a group of Dr. Nevi 
churches for five years. I subsequently asked him, 
in view of his experience, what he thought of the 
methods on which De. Nevins organized his work. 
He instantly replied, “It is entirely too economical 
of time, money, and labour; and, in the end, the 
complete destruction of the work.” He said also 
that when he began the work there he found the 
members, as a cule, cold and lifeless. He did all 
he could to get aga to study the Bible; and to 
teach them and butld them up in the fa But 
at the end of five years all he could say was that 
the work was not wholly dead, He added also 
that, in his judgment, had there been no famine 
or extensive distribu of famine relief, Dr 
Nevins would not have had the opportunity to 
organize work as he did. 

‘oO expect men just coming into the light, 
Wained ay they have bee all the heathen 
customs fivin childhood, to become great Bible 
students and able to instruct and build up others 
who shall expand into strong and self-supporting 
churches, seems to me to expect a stupendous 
miracle. Even if the leaders would give one ot 
two months yearly to atiend Bible. classes—a 
thing which T Lave never known to continue 
beyond a year or two—could they possibly do 
the work expected of pastors P 

ng churches connected with 
our work ii tung are chiefly those on which 
tow no money of the Board is spent ¢ but neither 
do the people themselves contribute to any extent 
to pay men totake pastoral oversight of them. 
‘They struggle along, and some keep alive; but 
little growth a. a cule follows, These are lelt to 
themselves, not from choice, but simply because 
we do nol as yet have a sufficient: number of 
trained men to take charge of the work, [know 
of 10 one in our mission who is trying to cary on 
work as Di. Nevius advocated, 

Read Ds. Nevius’ paper on “ Seminaries fur 
Native Agruts” printed inthe Life of De. Nevins 








































































































by his wife. This surely means education which 
De. Nevius’ system does not provide. In the 
Records of the Missionary Conferen: held at 
Shanghai in 1890, pages 444 and 566, Ds. Nevius 








speaks to the poi 

T had the highest regard for Di. Nevius as an 
able and wise man. We were colleagues for 
thiety yeas and lived at peace with one another, 
although we differed radically on some points. 
L urged him at the time to delay the printing of 
his new plans until they had been tested by time 
and results, [am sure that if the plan were now 
rewritten there would be many modifications in 
it. Dr. Mateer shares my views largely. 


Sincerely yours, 
HUNTER CORBET 

















Wei Hien, Feb, 3rd, 1898. 
Wa. Imarie, D.D., Tokyo, Japan, 
Dear Brotner,—Your inguity of the 
just to hand, [tis Mattering to 
interest in the missionarynexpey 






















tung Province, China, It is also very embarrass: 
ing that we cannot always answer our friends? 
inquiries as cleaily as they desire, 
‘The teason of this is the utter inability to differ 
cntiate between consequences and sequences in 
trying to trace out tle effect of a given man’s 
methods of Gospel propagation, Every attempt I 
have yet made to uniavel the tangle of cause and 
effect in Di. Nevius’ field has been a failuce. 
This is not saying that his work was a failure 
Far from The trouble lies in the fact that 
after De. Nevius handed over his work to younge: 
colleagues, there arose the necessity of a redistsi. 
of the field. This happened when our Wei 
Station was opened in 1883, 
Prior to that date, all mission work by our 
Church east of Chinanfu was under the manage 
ment of the Cheloo Station, As you doubtless know, 
the work had progressed for years under twosystems 
denominated respectively the Corbett and“ Ne 
vius” systems. ‘The former was characterized by 
a free use of foreign money and the latter by a 
limited use of it. When the redistribution of the 
field took place, the new lines of control struck at 
tandom through the existing churches and out 
stations founded by our honoured pioneers 
and we younger men (I include myself, though 
T did not come on the field till 1887) found 
ourselves in charge of a mixture of material 
which ina few years effervesced and united che- 
micaliy so as not even to give a precipitate upon 
the addition of new substances, in the shape of 
churches and stations organized by ourselves, who 
assumed charge of the field. It was not until 1890 
that any definite scheme for self-support took 
shape, and then there were such sucprising ples 
wa exhibited as to readiness and wasteadiness 
pport their own ministry, that I have given up 
trying to draw any inferences which would seem 
stent with the original principles upon 
which the two methods of the work were based. 
Since the coalition of the two otiginal fields, the 
work has been carried on upon a sort of compro- 
mise between the extremes originally represented 
by Drs, Nevius and Corbett. I shall not attempt to 
answer your questions seriatim, for Tan unequal 
to the task, Dr. C. W. Mateer is now working: 
upon this problem, and hopes to publish the vesults 
of his investigation in the coming spring, pro- 
bably in the Missionary Recor 

Thad the pleasure of personal acquaintance with 
Di. Nevius, and am a great admirer of the man 
and missionary. To be candid, however, | must 
confess that the Doctor’s practice did not always 


























































































agree with his theory. Vor instance, he would often 
make large subscriptions to church’ buildings con- 
teary to the explicit advice in his own manual, 
ad Tam of the opinion that had he adhered 
to his own tule as laid down, to wit, to give 
hut sparingly towards church erection, we should 
have been saved some embarrassing trou- 
bles. Every instance of this kind of aid from 
Dr. Nevius, to my personal knowledge, has result- 
ed in a subsequent squabble for the use of the 
property so erected. Just now I have ov my 
hands no fewer than ‘five property troubles of 
which two and possibly thee irectly trace 
able to these over-large contributions to church 
constuction, We are now rapidly coming to a 
new phase when the churches around Wei Hien 
are growing more and more independent of fo- 

ign funds, and are showing some pride in paying 
their own evangelists, pastors, and a large part of 
their school expenses. But we are not yet out of 
the woods, and so shall refrain from shouting. 
The unspeakable poverty of Shi makes the 
financial problem a most difficult one to solve. 

We are now holding a series of revival meetings 
all over our Wei Hien field, Some of these have 
been entirely planued and managed by the Chinese 
withont any aid from the missionaries even in the 
way of preaching. None of them cost the mission 
a cent outside of the missionary’ salary. The 
people come from considerable distances to attend 
the services, and all provide their own faod, Petty 
persecution continnally harasses the Cliristiqns in 
China. It has never yet been fashionable to prov 
fess Christianity in this land. [sometimes wonder 
Hf Japan did not suffer from a once excessive pop 
ularity of Christianity. ‘This is of little or no value 
to you as a reply to your questions, but please 
accept it for what it is worth until Tam able to 
speale wore to the point. 

With best wishes for the further success of your 
work in Japan, fraternally yours, 


FRANK H. CHALFAN1 




































































Chi-ning, China, Mar. 4th, 1898. 





Dear Bro. Imprig,—Your letter of Jan. 31d 
is one of a number of the si nd that T have 
received in the last few years. ‘The questions are 
ligrd to answer wi because of the danger 

{ i + Ther ought ty! 














be opportunity for mutual questions and replies 
almost ad infinitum. I will, however, try to answer 
each of yon questions as they come, and put in 
my quahfications where I can, 

1. The theory can hardly be said to have worked 
out as De, Nevius hoped it would; though it has 
done so, in the main, fairly well, 

2. It has vol, in detail, been accepted by our 
inissions in China as the right method , though its 
general principles are pretty fully approved, 

3. In uo pattof Shantung even is the plan care 
tied out on its original lines. 

A considerable force of educated men—gra- 
duates of Tungchow Collage—is working in Shane 
tung some of them in the territory which was 
once under D1, Nevius’ control, and some of them 
placed there by himself, The success of the plan 
has not proved educational work to be unimport- 
ant, though to many of usa very high education 
does not, in this stage of our work, seem im- 
portant. 

4. Leaders of stations can maintain thele posi« 

tions only, as arule, by being themselves taught, 
from time to time, by the missionary. Jealousies 
sometimes arise which dethrone a reasonably well- 
qualified leader, Leaders ate able to go to Che- 
foo for a course of instruction by having their 
toad expenses one way, and their food while 
there, provided by the mission, Such was Dr. 
Nevius’ custom, Some—not many—have become 
men of considerable spiritual power. 
. ‘The groups of Christians do, asa rule, retain 
theie interest in Chuistianity, and continue year 
after year to assemble on Sundays for study and 
worship. Very few of our stations have absolutely 
passed out of existence. In many, however, there 
has been a tendency to fall into a kind of crystal 
lized, growthless condition, adding no new mem- 
bers (rom outside. No single siation has deve- 
loped into a church; but several churches have 
been formed out of groups of stations, and are 
ow paying their pastors’ salaries. Their churches 
ov meeting houses have always been provided by 
themselves, with some personal contribution from 
missionary pockets, Usually the building: 
xpensive—olten part of a dwelling ho 
The groups exhibit something of an evangelistic 
spirit; but not very fervent. Now let me add 
some explanatory comments. 

1, The plan is good, but much depends on the 
man behind the plan. The plan itself will not 
lead to great results without the constant stimulus 
of the missionary’s exhortation, instruction, and 
example. 

2. D 
pla 
necessity of 
following :— 

(a) The necessity of enough helpers to fre 
quently visit the stations who should be paid from 
mission funds. He tried to have them paid by 
the stations ; but gave it up, partly because after 
the first ye: two the stations failed to cov 
bute adequately, and partly because the helpers. 
so paid failed as bis representatives, becoming, 
instead, the onessided agents of those who p 
them, Thus Dr. Nevius found it much 
difficult to escape being imposed upon with 
suits and other projects which the Chinese desived 
him to push, 

(b) The necessity of some evangelists among 
the heathen, He tried having the stations co 
tribute and send out men from their own number, 
during the idle months of the year. Buthe found 
it more ot less of a failure; because the Christ 
were almost sure to select the poor and weak ine 
dividuals who needed the money, tather than 
those who were mentally and spiritually qualified 
todo the work, ‘These and other modifications 
w that a certain amount of study, growth 
spititual experience on the part of the Cliistians 
ate pre-requisites to the complete wotking out of 
the plan. Dr. Nevius’ great merit was, that he 
called attention to these things and taught us, in 
general, to aim at a minimum, tather than a 
masimum, use of foreign money. Along that 
general line we Shantung miss s are work~ 
ing; though we every one have areasonablenum- 
ber—three ot four—of paid helpers. We are, also, 
doing more towards the education of Christi 
childten than Dr. Nevius did. If [ have failed 
to answer your questions send me another list and 
T will try agai 

With kind regards, sincerely yours, 


J. H. LAUGHLIN, 






























































Nevius himself did not conform to the 
all its details, Experience taught him the 
modifications, For example, the 
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YOKORAMA FIRE BRIGADE. 
po gee 

The annual meeting of subscribers to the Yoko- 
hama Fire Brigade was held on Tuesday afternoon 
al the headquarters of the Brigade, There were 
present Messts. J. Walter (in the chair), E, Flint 
Kilby, J. P, Mallison, C. K. M. Mastin, J. De 
Hutchison, and J. Dodds. 

The Cuairnwan presented the report as follows: 

The contributions received from the Insurance 
Offices for the year amounted to $2,955 00 and the 
policy fees paid in to the H. & S. Bank by the 
various Agents during the twelve months form a 
total of $2,177.50. ‘These figures compared wit 
the previous yeat show a falling off of $158 50 in 
the amount uf the fees, while the subscriptions 
from the Iasurance Companies shaw no change. 

The ordinary disbursements afnount to $4,790.20, 
covering wages and other usual necessary ex- 
penser, but the outlay for the iron tower on the 
Brigade Compound and a new hose-reel shed bring 
the total expenditure up to $6,645,90 for the whole 

ear. 

» ‘The regular bell-tower look-out and the usual 
patiol during the winter months have been kept 
hp, and in addition to these extra men with hoses 
teel and standpipe are now stationed on Lot No. 
107 Settlement, which should be found of valuable 
assistance on an outbreak of fire at the south end 
of the Settlement, 

From the full'particulars given below the Br 
gade appear to have answered 18 calls during the 
twelve months under review. ‘The water supply 
from the Water -works mains has been fairly good 
all through the year, but the B igade have in the 
case of larger fives always found it necessary to 
fall back pon theit fire wells for working the 
steam five engines. 

Superintendent Mor 
viz 
























s Report is as follows, 








Yokohama Fire Brigade, 
Yukohama, Jan, ist, 1898. 
To the Fire Brigade Committee, 

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to present the 
following report of the work of the Yokohama 
Brigade during the year 1897. 

‘The number of calls for fires, or supposed fires, 
has amounted ducing the year to 18. Of these in 
the Settlement 3 ended in total destiuction, 5 were 
slight, 1 no damage, and 2 chimneys on fire. 

On Biufi—2 chimney alarm: 

In Native Town—3 ended in total destruction, 
and in one case the damage was slight; altogethi 
40 houses were totally and 18 houses partially 
destroyed. 

‘The causes, as reported, were as follows, viz :— 

















SUTTLEMENT. 






















Unknown 4 
Chimney on tie 2 
Doubtful, t 
Explosion of Sul 1 
Fusion of electric wives . I 
Incense burner , I 
Hibachi, 5 
Overheating ol ' 
BLUFE, 
Chimney alarms. 2 
NATIVE TOWN, 
Usksown 2 





Lamp upset 
Accidental 





Total 

The figuies above only refer to culls wh 
volved the turning out of the firemen, fire en 
hose reels, &c., belonging to the Y.F.B. 

I beg to place on vecord that the Fue Brigade 
have warked most amicably with the Police and 
Waterworks authorities. 

T think it but right to mention the Inspectors of 
Settlement Police, for their urbanity at all eS, 

ic endeavours to have their force work in 
unity with ours. 

T have the honour to be, your obedient servant, 

N. MORGIN, Supetintendent, 
Yokohama Fire Brigade, 
LIST OF CALLS AND YIRES FOR Tu YEAR 1897. 
SETTLEMENT. 

January sth—No, 5, Bund, Yekohama United 
Club, chunney alarm 

January 20th—No. 88, Dwelling Howe, 
slight damage estunated at . $ 100 

February gh—No. 149 Chinese Dwelling, very 
slight, 

Helisnaty 8th—No. 108, Dwelling House, very 
slight. 

April 11th—No. 156, Chinese Offices and 
Dwelling, entirely destroyed damage 
estimated at, 

April 13th—No. 53 
slight damage estimated 

Digitiz 
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April 20th—No. 53, Main St., Stove and 
Dwelling, (Kingsell & Co.) eutively dee 
stroyed damage estimated at va 

Aptil 21st—No, 53, Main S:, Store and 
Dwelling, (Lohmann & Co.) entirely 
destroyed damaye estimated at... 

July 1gth—No, 73, Dwelling House, 


$15,000 





$22,000 














slight damage estimated at cesses $ 500 
Angust 36d—No. 28, Oatsid pound, 

Guods, slight damage esti # 50 
December 28:h—No. 118, Livery Stables, 

slight damage estimated al s..ssseove 250 


BLUFF CONCESSION. 

February 8:h— No. 62, Dwelling House, chimney 
alarm. 

February 27th—No, 634, Dwelling House, chim. 
ney alr, ; 

JAPANESE TOWN. 

February 2othYoshihamacho, 34 Houses totally 
destroyed, and g houses damaged. 

April 13 — Motomachi, 1 House 
damaged. 

November 3ed —Minaminakadoti, 3 Houses des. 
troyed and damaged. 

November 16:—Motomachi, 9 Houses destroyed 
and damaged, 

December 22nd— Yokohama Railway Statio 
Sheds and goods waiting Wansit. 








slightly 





conMyTTeR. 
‘The present Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
J.D. Hutchison, E. Flint Kilby, C. IK. Marshall: 
Mavtiv, J. P. Mollison, W. J. S. Shand, James 
Walter and W. B. Walter, beg respectfully to 
tender thei resignation, 
Yokohama, 25th April, 1898. 


Accounts. 








WORKING ACCOUNT FOR THE YBAR. 
Dec. a1st, 1897.—De. 
Wage: 


To Supt, Morgi va months at 






$1,380 00 


1,200.00 






‘Spean Baginecty Wages, 18 months 




















360.00 
; 17700 
. Jopanes 
Waves for 22 moaths 27900 
» Japanese Coolie Foreman, Waxes for 
2 month 84.09 
aneee Tower Watelmen (o), Wages 
192.00 
169,00 
320.00 
us Hosesreel, Station, 307, 
‘Wages, Foreman and 2’men, 1000 
2 ——_ 4,178.00 
ns Clothing and Uniforms for En 
Foremen and Coolies 4 us 
6357 ; 
to Blu Engine, Canvas-hose, mS 
ii Revie; Lot No. 338; Seles ae 
z oy 
UE Med'cal Attendasce, etes 
276.62 
4. Cost of Iron ‘Tower Brigade Cos 
pound. 1,780.70 
wetont 
Settlement 1500 
$6,645.09 
3897.—Cr. 5 
an, 7th, By Bal nce from 1896 . $1,100.8 
Bite Ake YR oon en cica siege? 


‘Olfices for the year "97 
av Proceeds of old woo. Sold... : 
th Kolicy Fees paid in to the H.& S. 

Wank during the year 
18S, Bi 





Nov. joth. 
Dec. jist. 











R&kOR 


UD, Hurcmieow, 
Hon, Sec, and ‘Treasurer, 
Yokohama, 23rd, April, 18,8. 


Examined and compared with the vouchers and found 
correct. 
E, Fur Kitny, 
Auditor. 


Thé CHatrsan remarked that the apparent fall- 
ing cff in the amount of policy fres was in teality 
owing to the fact that the agents of the different 
companies did wot pay them at exactly regula 
tervals: in future they would be asked to make the 
paywents half-yealy, There bad been a heavy 
outlay for the new tower, but it was an absolutely 
necessary expense, With the exception of the 
three large fires the destruction had not been very 
great. 

Mr. Mottison semarked that the expenses 
4 probably Nave a tendency to ease 
ng the next yexr or two—especially in the mat 
tet of wages and water—and more support would 
be wanted, 

The teport and accounts were passed, 

CoMMIi TRE. 
Z committee were reelected, with 
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the exception of Messrs. W. B, Walter 
W. JS. Shand, who ate away fiom Yokohama, 
Me. Dodds an Mr, Baehr being selected to 
take their places. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. J. D. Hutchison for 
his services as Hon, Secietary and Treasurer con- 
cluded the meeting. 


BICYCLE RACES AT YOKOHAMA. 


eS 


The Bicyle Meet ofthe Yokohama Cricket and 
Athletic Club was held on the Cricket Ground on 
day afternoo Unfortunately the weather 
nol altogether propitious; a cold wind was 
blowing duting the early part of the afternoon, 
and duting the last big race a smart shower de: 
cending, making the umbrellacless sush belte 
skelter tor places of shelter. In this connection it 
may be noted that the proprietors of the Japanese 
Club by the side of the ground very kindly offered 
the use of the pavilion to ladies inconvenienced by 
the bad weather, In spite of the climatic conditions 
the gate was fairly large, and a good number of 
ladies graced the proceedings with their presence. 
From a sportsman’s standpoint the meeting was 
entirely successful. ‘The times were pretty good on 
the whole, and the finishes were close, those in the 
two great iaces of the day—the mile and the five 
miles chanpionships—being extremely exc 
ements were under the management of 
the following officials : 


Referee and Starter :—=Mr, Kay Smith ; Judge 
—Messts, Mollison, Jackson and Duff; Timers: 
—Messts, Mendelson, Stone and Dyer; Scorers: 
—Messts, Blake and Unipives :—Messrs, 
Elliott and Thwaites ; Clerk of the Course Me. 
E. J. Libeaud; Asst. Cleiks of the Course :— 
Messts. Gowey and Adet; Handicapper :—M 
C. H. Bain, 


Ons Mite Novice.—Prize, The “Columbia” 
Medal, preseuted by Mi. E. H. Tsuka, 

E. H. Irwine 

J. Eyton, J 

EB. H. Morse 

L. EB, McChesney . 


Time, 3.0 





























































Cree 


Morse quickly assumed the lead, closely fol- 
towed by Eyton, and Liwine, with McChesney 
seVeral lengths behind, Iu the second lap the 
positions were unchanged, except that McChesney 
had dropped futher tuto the tear. In the next 
round I-wine crept ahead, and, increasing his lead 
by several lengths in the last lap, finished an easy 











winner, Morse was a bad third, 
A protest was raised against Inwine on the 
ground that be was not a novice, and the objec: 





ion was upheld the prize being awarded to 
Eyton, 
Hace Mice, Hanpicar — Fist Prize, The 


Cleveland Prize, 
Andrews & G ope. 
J.T. Deammrond, 30 yards... 

‘A. Kingdon, 4o yards 

M. Mendelson, 45 yards 

B, Roberts, 30. yards 
Time, 1 


Mendelson led, almost all the first lap, but 
was yassed just at the end by Kingdon, In the 
round Roberts dropped and Deum. 
i Udeew ahead, passing ings 
seat the tape and wianing by several lengths, 


presented by Messts, 












oun 











One Mire Cuampionsntr. 















Post Entries see 
ceived. Prize, he Reliance Cup,” presented 
by the ® Reliance Wheelmen.” Present Japi 





Record, 2-0 


J. M, Scott 
CH. Bain 
EB. HK. bwne 


3c} sec., held by C. H. Ba 





One 


Time, 3 min, 33} secs. 


Diving the first lap all three went very easily, 
and at the Lape Bain was leading, with Scott second, 
and Tewine third, all going leiswely, In the 
second round, however, the pace quickened, ar 
Scott crept up to Bain and had passed 
by the time the lap was finished, Inwine b 
by this time several lengths behind, 
lap found the competitors once more ina cluster 
aud just belore passing the club house they 
were almost tacing side to side. Scott, how. 
ever, was leading when the bell rang, and it 
looked as if it were his race, An unexpectedly 
fine tuce, however, resulted on the journey home. 
Bain made a spirited spurt and for hall a lap they 
were almost abreast. Then Bain, 100 yards fem 
the ‘ope, drew ahead, and the race appeared to 
be ja hhis-handswhen'Scott, by a splendid effort, 
passed ‘hii, aiid Wen by a few feet. A bad thied* 

OF Ill ATS 
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Onn Mize Boys’ Race. 
under 16 years old). 
A.H. Dave. 

Okuna , 

Sawata... 


W. Hady 


Six ra 


Hanpicar.—(For boys 
Prize presented by Mr. 








Two Mite, Hanpicar.—Fust Prize, The Wal- 
son Dundee Cup,” presented by Messrs. James 
Watson & Co,, Distillers, Dundee, Emanuel & 
Co., Agents. 

J.T. Deummond, 75 yards 

E. H. Moise, 225 yards, 

A. Kingdon, 150 yaids 

M, Mendelson, 200 yat 

Time, 5 min, 36}. secs, 











oun 





At the end of the first lap Morse was leading, 
with Kingdon second and Diummond third, 
the second round the positions were Morse, 
Mendelson, Kingdon, and Diummond. In the 
thind Morse was still leading, but Drummond 
had drawn ahead, and was on terms with Mendel- 
son, as they passed the tape, Kingdon being 
behind, In the next two laps Drummand 
made up a great deal of ground, and at the 
commencement of the filth he was leading, with 
Morse second, Kingdon third, and Mendel 

















son last. Inthe sixth lap Mendelson fell out, and 
the race was simply between Diummond and 
Morse. The latter made a splendid bid in the last 
tew hundred yards, but Drummond responded 
gamely lo the spurt and won by two yards, 


Hanpicap, 





Cutwamen's Race.—2 Mines. 
Al Fore . 
Ab Him , 
Ng. Pooy Clie 
Lo Tung Goat 
Tsang Tut S: 
Cockeye .. . 
Chan Tsze Ka: 


This was an amusing 1ace—for the spectator 
th the Chinese themselves took it quite se 
ously, and with reason, for, if gossip can be credi 
ed, there was quite a lot of money on it. All the 
Celestials turned up in racing garb. and they rode 
with the dignified slowness which characterises 
every movement of these majestic heathen, 
‘The race was somewhat spoiled owing tothe faci 
that two competitors—Cock Eye and Chan Tsze 
Kai—came to grief over a bauk, and scores of 
spectatars crossed the track to ascertain the extent 
of the damage: a smashed up bicycle and badly 
cut faces and hands. Iuterest in the race then 
fizzled out, the leader winning almost ata crawl, 
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2 
° 
° 
° 
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° 
s, 


























Five Mite Cuampionsuip. Post Entries ree 
ceived. First’ Prize, n Dayton “Special” 
Racer, presented by Messrs, Bagnall & Hilles. 
Present Japan Record, 13 min, 50 sec., held by 
C. H. Bain. 


» H. Bai 
M. Scott . 
J. M. P. Collaco, 














* } Dead heat, 











S. Onodeia 
J.D. Mason 
A. L. J. Dewe 


Time, 13 min, 58 secs. 


coc oou 


The sace was tidden ina smatt shower, The 
commpetitors were in a cluster for the fiest few laps, 
Quodera leading for the first round, alter which 
‘Tsuruta went ahead, with Scott and Collaco 
second and third. Quodera soon found the pace 
too warm, and fell behind, By the filth lap Inwine 
wad worked his way ito third place, but he was 
afterwards. passed by Bain and Dewette, and at 
the (welvih round the positions were Scott, Bain, 
Deweite, and Inwine. Collaco also passed Irwine, 
and in’ the thirteenth sound, ‘Tsurata, who 
rode pluckily throughout, made a spurt and came 
tothe front, but the Englishmen soon left him be. 
hind again, At the beginning of the 1gth round 
Scott was leading, Bain was close on him, and 
Dewette and Collaco were behind, So they rode 
Will the bell rang. ‘The finish was very exciting. 
Bain, put on a splendid spurt, got_on terms with 
Scott, and was leading by a little just before the 
tunish, Scott, however, made a grand effort and 
the two raced side by side, their machines almost 
touching, till the finish, After passing the mark, 
indeed, their machines collided, and Scott was 
thrown, The judges ruled it a dead heat, though 
a good many private observers thought the ad 
vantage, if any, was with Scott. 






























A protest was made by Scott, who offered to 





tide the race again, but the condition of the track 
idered too danges ons to all 
safety. ib 
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FIGHTING IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
eA MES 

The China Mai! contains further details of the 
operations at Manila. Colonel Loud, who was on 
a pleasure tip on the Hugh McCulloch at the 
lime of the outbreak of lostilities, and who 
wituessed the bombardment, describes it thus :— 

A TREMENDOUS CANNONADE. 

The ships batteries at Cavite kept up a 
Wemendous file at the Ametican ships as they 
advanced, but Commodore Dewey did not give 
the order to commence firing until the fleet were 
within about 4,000 yards of the enemy. The ships 
then turned ¢ at the upper end of the Bay, so 
as to pour full broadsides into the Spanish flee, 
and at 5.35 a.m. the flagship Olympia fired a broad: 
side from her laige guns. The other ships followed 
the flagship at four or five ships’ lengths, and fired 
broadside inta the Spanish fleet. Commodore 
Dewey manceawied his fleet in splendid style, 
steaming his ships slowly actoss and across the 
Spanish line of five, the guns on each occasion 
belching forth death and destruction, ‘The Ame- 
ican fleet Ly this manceavre were able to m: 
a continuous rain of shell ow the Spaniards 
The cannonade of the Spaniards from the shore 
and the ships was, however, as vigorous. ‘There 
was no bieeze blowing, the sinoke from the guns 
concealed the ships, and it was difficult to tell how 
the fight was going. 


SPANISH ADMIRAL’S PLUCK, 







































An incident happened during this. seties of 
manceavres of the American fleet which shows 
indomitable pluck and heroism on the part of the 





Spanish Admiral Patricio Montojo Y. Pasaion, 
The flagship Reina Cristina having got up steam 
she advanced out of line to attack the U.S, flagship 
Olympia, On the movement being observed, all 
the guns of the American fleet were signalled to 
concentrate upon the Spanish flagship, and this 
signal was obeyed with telling effect before the 
Reina Cristina had reached anywhere near the 
Olympix, Tue Spanish flagship was forced to 
retire, and as she did so she gave the Olympia a 
grand opportunity for a raking shot. The Olym- 
pia sent a huge eight-inch shell through the stern 
of the Reina Cristina, caking her the entire 
length, exploding her boiler, As she drifted help 
lessly away she was discovered to be on fire, This 
single shell killed the Captain and sixty other 
men, and altogether this vessel had 140 men killed 
das many wounded, The Spanish Admiral 
then transferred his flag to the Castilla, and she 
was afterwards sunk with a regular storm of shot, 
BUEAKPAST AFTER HARD WORK 

Al 7-45 a.m, the Olympia withdrew from the 
action, and signalled the remainder of the fleet to 
foliow. ‘The intense heat had told hard upon the 
men working the guns, By this time two of the Spa- 
nish ships lying together were on fire, and at some 
distance off another was buning, Themen on the 
American fleet had up t time had no refresh 
ment, and were greatly fagged in working the 
guns in the intense heat, The commanders ol the 
different vessels were summoned on board the 
flagship for a conference, when it was learned that 
not one of the crews or officers of the fleet had been 
killed. Five or six men were slightly wounded 
by splinters from the deck on the Ba/timore. No 
damage worth recording had been sustained by 
any of the fleet, Breakfast was hastily served, 
and the nien, who were in the best of spirits, were 
relieved of the tension fora time, and recounted 
their different versions of the fight. 

THE “ BALTIMORR"’ IN ACTION. 

At eleven o'clock, the U.S. «quadion tenewed 
the attack, the Baltimore haviog the credit of 
staring the engagement, being ordered in to 
silence the sand forts at Cavite. She disappeared 
in a cloud of smoke, and immediately afterwards 
the rapid fire of her guns was heard replying to 
the forts, A storm of shot was head from the 
Baltimore's guns, and a few desultory shots alters 
wards indicated that her work was about com- 
pleted. ‘The other ships, following the Baltimore, 
their positions at a guod range off the 

id worked their guns with the coolness 
sion of target practice, neatly every shot 
taking effect. The little gunboat Pefvel, with her 
ight draught, ran in closer than any other ship, 
taking up her position within 1200 yards of the 
beach, and did her part to the admiration of all 
who saw her, 

A TORPEDO ATTACK FAILS. 

Two torpedo launches, which lay in wait off 
Cavite, attempted to rin in with torpedoes against 
the Olympia, and there were some trying moments 
for the crew of that ship, ‘The shells fom the big 
guns were unable to reach such small objects as 
they ‘tapidly approached. When withm 800 
yards of the flagship, the second batteries of the 
4a sent in a perfect hail of 6-Ib. shells, 
ing up the leading launch and killing all 





























































board, and driving the second launch back on the 
beach with twelve shotsholes through hee. Thi 
hoat was alterwards found covered with blood. 
The Petrel aud Concord, being of lighter draught 
than the temainder of the fleet, sailed into the 
shallow water and sunk or destroyed all the small 
gunboats which remained of the Spanish fleet. 
There were eleven Spanish war vessels and two 
torpede-boats sunk or destroyed at Cavite, and 
the loss of life is variously stated. As far as can 
be learned, however, a fair estimate puts the 
Spanish losses at goo dead and about 600 wounded, 
i AVTRR THE BATTLE, 

‘The lighter draught vessels and pinnades of the 
American fleet, anda large number of tug-boats 
and launches captured in the harbour steamed 
to Cavite harbour shortly after the surrender, 
the wounded men who were left bel 
and others picked up out of the water were c 
veyed to hospitals at Cavite and also to Manila 
city. The Spaniards had taken away most of their 
dead, and busied some of them, but next day while 
parties were searching around the naval arsenal 














at Cavite their attention was drawn by a dreadful 

stench to a large heap of putrelying bodies, some 

of which had Leen horribly mangled by the Ame- 
tican shells, 

SPANISH ADMIRAL WOUNDED. 

The Spanish Admiral, Patricio Montojo y Pasa- 

who was very slightly wounded in act 

his two sons, Montoje y Martinez de Vali 

and P. Montojo y Mastinez de Valdivielso, who 
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acted as his aides, fled to the City of Manila, 
THE " OLYMPIA’S” NARROW RSCAPE, 
The aim of the Spaniards’ smaller guns wa 
more within range t the guns of heavier cali- 
bee. The flagship Olympia was pierced by nume- 
rous 7.1L. projectiles, Had the firing of the 
guns been as accurate, the U.S, ships, which are 
not armoured vessels, would have fared tather 
badly, The ward room of the Olympia was turned 
into the sick bay, and the chaplain and some 
others who wete on duty there had narrow escape: 
They were watching the progress of the fight 
though a large porthole, when a 7-Ib, shell, fired 
at 3,000 yards’ ange, exploded agaist the side 
of the ship. The chaplain received a lew scratches, 
Ala range of 2,000 yards this shell would have 
exploded in the ward room and doue tremen- 
dous damage. 























A SAD INCIDENT. 
A sad incident occurred on board the rev 
cruiser Hugh McCulloch as the U.S. squadio 
were making their way through the Southern 
channel between Corregidor Island aud the mai 
land into Manila Bay. The ships were steami 
in line up the channel, Every light was out, wh 
the Hugh McCulloch signalled that the chief en- 
gineer was seriously ill, and asked for a consulta- 
tion of doctors. This was of course impossible, 
and the warships proceeded on their voyage 
through the channel. A signal was given from 
the AfcCulloch shortly afterwards that the ch 
engineer of the vessel had died fiom apoplexy, 


THE POSITION OF NEUTRAL V&SSELS, 
‘The steamer Esmeralda and about half a dozen 

















sailing ships were lying about two and a half 
miles off the tiver’s mouth. On the day alter the 
destruction of the fleet, Commodore Dewey sent 





instructions to these vessels not to load or discharge 
cargo until further notice, ‘This was past of Com- 
modore Dewey's plan for the submission of the 
town. He did not like the idea of bombarding 
the town, but by cutting off their supplies hoped 
to force the Spaniards to teat with him for terms, 
Af the Spaniards dogmatically refuse to do so, the 
fleet will shell the city, The terms of President 
McKinley's proclamation that blockades to be 
binding must be effective renders the condition of 
neutral ships in Manila harbour somewhat embar« 
tasing. ‘The Esmeralda will probably remain till 
the capitulation of the city has been effected, when 
i is expected that she will make a very profitable 
voyage. A communication fom Manila states 
the Spaniards ate very arrogant, and are not fi 
ly to surrender until the city is blown to pieces, 
At present business is completely stopped. 
WILL THE SPANIARDS SURRENDER ? 

President McKinley has been pleased to make 
Commodore Dewey a Rear-Admiral, and instruce 
tions were given that he should taise h i 
mediately, He was also given a free hand to take 
what course he thinks proper. Admiral Dewey 
has no wish to take over Manila on his own tes 
spousibility, The supplies have been entirely 
stopped by the rebels, and with several thousands 
of Spaniards to provide for the task is not an easy 
one. It is thought that the Spaniards will be 
forced by famine to surender, and then some 
means will have to be adopted to provide them 
with supplies or take them out of the country. 


'Ol tae ‘corring ov THR CABLE. 
\tredcthacrthe cable was cut 





























n 





544 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 





by the American Admiral, becanse of two things 
—viz, that the Spanish authorities had been send= 
ing misleading telegeams, and that they had de- 
clined to segard the Telegraph Co,’s operations 
as neutral, The cable was cut about fifte 
from the lead of Mavila Bay, both ends having 
Leen carefully buoyed. The vope is expressed 
that communication will be restored shortly. 
THE INSURGENT DANGER. 

‘The position of affairs in the city of Manila was 
not very re assuring until the arrival of the Br 
tan of war Bruix and H.M.S. Immortulité 
Manila Bay. ‘The city is supposed to be surround- 
ed by tebels, whose camp fires were seen dis- 
tinctly by the Amesican fleet. Should the in 
surgents attempt a taid on the town the whole of 
the inhabitants will be placed in jeopardy. It is 
said the Spanish troops will fight to the death. 
Should an invasion take place, men will he s 
ashore from H.M.S. Zmmortalité aud the By 
man-of-war Brae to guard the British and French 
Consulates. 









































LATEST 1ELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 
—— 
(Bwom tie Javan Trans, 


THE WAR. 
AMERICAN ARMY CORPS FOR THE 
PHILIPPINES. 
London, May 13. 
General Merritt has been given the 
command of an Army Corps for the Phil- 
ippines consisting of 2,500 regulars, the 
remainder being volunteers from the 
Western States. 
SECRECY OF SPANISH MOVEMENTS. 
Although it was announced from Wash- 
ington on official authority that the 
Spanish Fleet remained at Cadiz, it now 
appears that the report emanated from a 
doubtful source.. Spain keeps her move- 
ments absolutely secret. 
SPAIN WILL FIGHT TO THE BITTER END. 
Senor Sagasta has declared in the Cortes 
that the present or any future govern- 
ment will prosecute the war to the bitter 
end, 
SPANISH FLEET AT MARTINIQUE. 
GREAT BATTLE IMMINENT, 
London, May 14. 
The Spanish Fleet under Admiral 
Cervera has arrived al Martinique from 
Cape Verde Islands. A great naval action 
appears inevitable. 
ADMIRAL SAMPSON BOMBARDS SAN JUAN. 
Admiral Sampson, with nine men-of- 
war, has bombarded San Juan, Porto Rico. 
AMERICANS REPULSED AT CUBA. 
The Americans made a simultaneous 
attack on Cienfuegos, where they attempt- 
ed to land troops, and on Cardenas, and 
were repulsed at both places. 
DESPERATE ENGAGEMENT. 


AMERICAN GUNBOATS DISABLED, 
COMMANDER KILLED. 

The Cardenas engagement was a des- 
perate one. The torpedo boat Winslow, 
supported by three gunboats, entered the 
port under a heavy Spanish fire which 
smashed her boilers and disabled her. 
The gunboat Hudson attempted to tow 
her off when a Spanish shell exploded her 
magazine, killing her lieutenant and six 
men, and wounding all the rest of the 
crew but three. 


THE BRITISH OCCUPATION OF WEI-HAI-WEI. 
Mr. Brodrick, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the War Office, denies that either the 
Highland Infantry or the Yorkshire Regi- 
ment are to be despatched to Wei-hai-wei. 
““GALTEE MORE" BOUGHT BY RUSSIA. 
The Russian Government has bought 
the English race-horse GalteeVore for 


£25,000. iby GO 


























THE CRISIS IN THE FAR EAST, 
ENGLAND'S POSITION. 
IMPORTANT DECLARATION BY THE 
COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

London, May 16. 

Mr, Chamberlain, speaking at Birming- 
ham, said that the foreign situation was 
serious and critical. The time was perhaps 
not far distant when an appeal would have 
to be made to the patrio of the people, 

RUSSIA NOT TO BE TACKLED SINGLE- 

HANDED. 

The situation in China was extremely 
unsatisfactory, but Britain was unable to 
declare war against Russia without an 
ally. The interests involved in China 
were so enormous that no more vital 
question had ever presented itself to Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

BRITAIN STANDS ALONE AND MUST NOT 

REJECT ALLIANCES. 

The British people, the Colonial Secre- 
tary continued, stood alone, and it was 
their duty to aid in drawing closer the 
union with the whole of the Empire. 

AN ANGLO-SAXON ALLIANCE. 

The next duty was to draw closer to 
their American kinsmen. Any war would 
be cheaply purchased if it ended in an 
Anglo-Saxon alliance. Unless the fate of 
China was to be decided without England, 
the latter must not reject alliances. 

THE PROPOSED ANGLO-SAXON 

ALLIANCE. 
HAILED WITH WARM APPROVAL IN 
AMERICA. 
London, May 17. 

‘The American press generally warmly 
approves Mr. Chamberlain's speech and 
welcomes the prospective alliance. 

INDIGNATION IN SPAIN. 

In Spain the speech has aroused in- 
dignation. 

FRENCH AND GERMAN PRESS DEPLORE IT. 

The Berlin and Paris papers deplore 
the language as being calculated to irritate 
instead of allaying the present difficulties. 

UNITED STATES’ TROOPS FOR 

MANILA. 
INCREASED TO FIFTEEN THOUSAND. 
London, May 18. 

‘The United States has decided to send 

15,000 instead of 5,000 men to Manila, 


CABINET CHANGE IN SPAIN. 


STRUGGLE A L’OUTRANCE. 

Senor Sagasta is reforming his Cabinet 
with men resolved to conduct the war 
a l’outrance. 

MR. CHAMBERLAIN’S SPEECH. 
STRONG COMMENTS ON THE CONTINENT. 

EFFECT ON THE MONEY MARKETS. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s incidental referen 
in his speech at Birmingham as to Russia’s 
disregard of her promises made concern. 
ing the Chinese negotiations, are strongly 
commented upon on the continent, and 
have caused a fall on the bourses. 

QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE OF 

LORDS. ‘ 
LORD SALISBURY DECLINES TQ EXPLAIN. 











May 19. 

Speaking in the House of Lords, Lord 
Kimberley asked for an explanation of 
Mr. Chamberlain’s speech. Lord Salis- 
bury declined to discuss the subject, with- 
out having the speech before him, 

BRITAIN’S POLICY UNCHANGED. 

Britain’s policy, the Premier continued, 
remained unchanged. 

TO MAINTAIN THE CHINESE EMPIRE. 
le consisted in maintaining the Chine: 
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Empire, developing commerce and pre- 
serving friendly relations with all nations. 
WHY WEI-HAI-WEI IS TO BE OCCUPIED. 

The occupation of Wei-hai-wei was 
intended to encourage China to resist the 
dominion of one’ Power. 


DOES NOT BELIEVE IN CHINA’S COLLAPSE. 
He was unable to believe in the collapse 
of anation of 400 millions of brave people. 
DEATH OF MR. GLADSTONE. 
Mr. Gladstone is lying in extremts. 
Later. 
Mr. Gladstone died this afternoon. 


(Official ‘Telegram received in Tokyo.) 
PRINCE HENRY LEAVES FOR TAKU. 
Chefoo, May 12. 
Three German warships, the Gefion, with 
Prince Henry of Prussia on board, the 
Deutschland, and the Katserin’ Augusta, 
arrived here from Kiao-chou yesterday, 
and after staying for some hours they left 
for Taku immediately. They will proceed 
thence to Peking via Tientsin, 


(Received by the ji Shampo.) 
PRINCE HENRY AT PEKING. 
Peking, May 13. 
Prince Henry of Prussia arrived here 
to-day. 
THE ‘‘NANIWA'S” DEPARTURE FROM 
HONGKONG. 
Hongkong, May 14. 
The Naniwa left here to-day. 
THE LATE TAL WON-KUN AND PRINCESS 
TAL WON-KUN, 
Soul, May 14. 
The funeral ceremony of his late High- 


ness the Won-kun, and Princess Tai 
Woin-kun will be held to-morrow. 


PURCHASE OF LAND DESIRED BY RUSSIA. 
Soul, May 15. 
The Russian Minister has applied to 
the Korean Government for the purchase 
of land to the extent of 1o miles in the 
vicinity of the Russian settlement at 
Mokpho. 
FRENCH DEMAND ON KOREA, 
Séul, May 15. 
The French Minister has addressed a 
demand to the Korean Government for 
sanction to engage in coal mining in 
Phyong-yang. 
THE SPANIARDS AT MANILA STILL 
HOLDING OUT. 
Hongkong, May 17. 
The Spanish Authorittes at Manila lake 
refused to surrender. Commodore Dewey 
will not bombard the town until the 








_larrival of troops from America. 


BRITISH MERCHANTS’ RAILWAY 


CONTRACT. 
Peking, May 17. 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co. secur- 
ed last evening a contract to construct 
with a capital of 2} million pounds sterling 
the truck railway between Ningpo, Hang- 
kow, and Shanghai. 








(Enos Tonanin Pari 


DEAR BREAD IN FRANCE. 
Paris, April 30, 
In consequence of the exciiement caused by 
the dearuess of bread M, Méline has summon- 
ed the Council of Agriculture to consider the 
question of the corn duties, 
MAY-DAY IN FRANCE. 
May 1. 
The day passed quietly both in Paris and the 
provinces. 7s ‘ M 
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CHESS. One of the best bits of play way contributed by | which the mate is effected, ‘I’ 
+ Showalter b . Krom the di Ne i 
Ce bo d he fol. woblem art. 
All Communications to be addressed to the Cunss Eprior, | 4BOVE Pp uded in the fol p 2 
ean, lowing interesting manner :— These appreci: ¢ nd look for the 
d the Tokyo Chess Clubs are ‘Whiteners ga tees ara imsaginativerensy ouiginality of treat sym 
he sun ts. é metry, and purity of construction a@ critical 
sae TUITE aEAER WHITE, BLACK. [oe aud with the seme devoticn, attewtion, and 
So.ution ov Prosuxm No. 368. 27 series P RO 34 Ki Keg RQB-q_ |interest which lovers of art bestow on the objects 
ware, BLACK, 2PKy Ki B3 35 K K3— RBS engaging their atten 
1—B to Kea 2—R takes Kt 29RQ4 PKG 30K RZ RXR — 
~ 2—B takes R mate 30 BxP PxP 37 BxR P Queens Tt was on the trip of the last Aus! 
1—Kt takes Ror moves}3! RQ-q — KixPeh | 38 Kex Bale the old country that a great Ex 
2—Kt to B6 mate 32 PxKt = BxP 39 POR4 K Q3 came on at Colombo, and Harty Trott was quite 
1—Q takes Boor PI33 Kt Bz BKig Aud Black won unbappy until he had an opportunity of challeng- 





B to B5 mate 


a—R takes R mate 
1—B to Kt 6 
2—Q takes It mate 
Correct solution received from W.H.S. 
Proseum No. 371. 
F, Buaxs. 








Zi 


White to play te in three moves, 
Game No. 388. 


Pittspury v. SHowaLTer. 


TENTH GAME PLAYED AT NEW YORK, MARCH 25 


White—Showalter. Black—Pillsbury,, 


[advances 


1—R to KB2 or KKt2 


WHITE, BLACK. WHITE. BLACK 
1P Ky P Ka 18 iy Kuk 
2KKtB3 QKtB3 | 19 BeKich Ki Reg 
3BKis> Rib 20B Ky BQ2 
4P Qs  PxP 21 9 Ki3 POB4 
5 Castles POR3 22 OxP(h) Ke Kg 
6 B QBg(a)B By 23 Rt Ks(i) R R2 

7 P B3(b) KixP |28 Ki B6— RxQ 

8 PxP B K2 25 ie Rake 
OP Osc) KtR2 | 26PQKtz Kt Qs 
ro RKq Kt O3(d) | 27 OR Oeq B art 
11BQ3 Castres 28 RR-q RK 
12 Kt B3(e) Kt Ksq | 29 POR4 BK? 
130 K2(f) BB3 30B 03 KR Ksq 
14 RiKg PQ3 RxB 

15 BKKis(z) BxB KtxP 





16QKtxB Kt B3 

179 Bz PR3 

NOTES. 

(a) It is move i 

play 6—Bto R 
at all? 





the spirit of this opening tol remained with us bingell. 
otherwise why play B to Kt s]is Am 


The English players played very well on the 
whole, and there is no doubt that taken all rou 
we had the stronger team. Curiously enough 
the first five boards England did not win a 
whetea: the second five boards Au did 
win a game. This clearly praves that the 
American tail was not wisely seiected.—St Fames' 
Budget. 
























Game No. 389. 

The chess editor of the Weekly Mercury says: 
Thiy is the game, played at the Metropolitan 
Club, New Y i 
can Chess. Magazine, compejied Steinitz to « 
that hencetorth bis gambit is unplayable :— 














STEINITZ GAMBIT. 


Black—Dr. Honegger a: d 
‘Mr. Raubitscheck. 





WHITH. BLACK. 
8PxKi BQB4 
9 PxPch  K Kisq 
ro Ki Ks Kt Bg 
1K Q3 9 Ry 
i) 12 K B3 QR3 
6 PxP BKisch [13 K Kiz PxKe 
7 Kt Bz Castles 14 P B3 RxP 


‘This tremendous move was suggested by Mr. 
itscheck. Upto this point Stemirz is thought 

have played the best moves. But who could 
stand up against a Honegger and a Raubits- 
check? Rather would he play our gentle friend 
Jasnogtodsky himself, or our other friend fought 
at Coblenz im 1876, the gentle Gumpelzheimer, to 
whom we gave # Rook. It was in 1876 that Rie. 
senschnautze was in London looking on at the 
z-Blackburne match, and offering to wager 
that Blackburne would not w 
prophecy Riese 























a 




















nwadays, and were it not for 
bt have’ forgotten him too, We 
m, but we have played with Jasno 
which is enongh 


never played I 
grodsky and Guumpelzheimer 
glory for one person of medium stature, Poor 
Jasnogrodsky went to the States because England 
tis name, which he had to keep 
ve it from the salt water that 
ounds this skimpy, pivched up litle island. 
In America it can expand and stretch ity legs. 
We had a tenderness for Jasnogrodsky, and could 
have wished that he had emigrated the name and 
A wonderful country 
ica to find room in its vast prairies not 
only for the name of Jasnegrodsky, but also for 























(b) P to K 5 would produce the Max Lange|Honegyet and Raubitschecle 





(c) ust anticipa 
(d) If Ktto K B 3, th 
(e) 12—B to K Bg mig 
connection with a future possible Q to B 2. 
(ft) A waste move. 12— 
(g) 15—Kt takes B ch, 
K Kt 5 was pron 
(h) 











a precatious expedi 
the game. 
(i) The only move to save the queen. 








Tus AnGio-American Caste Matcu, 
muact—Showalter (America? 


r4—Burn (Fngiand ) 


Q4. 
P'to Q 6 follows, 16 K Bz 
be ce here in | 17 K Q2 . 


to B2 was preferable. 
ttakes Kt} 16—B to 








15 PxR ach 18 K Kz Kt Kr 
3 g ee Resigns, 
B Kisch 
Nortzs, 
Concerning the composer of No, 371  pro- 


blem, the Times Weekly remarks that Mr, Blake 


'o take the Q Kt P in the middle game and |“ may safely be regarded as the foremost British 
bring the queen out of play is always more or less i J 
in this instance it loses | it 





‘ed we might not put 
composer began in 
1890; some who started composing at the same 
time have already turned out about 400. problems, 
But Mr, Blake has resisted the temptation to be 
prolific, and his work is solid and full of point. 
He informs us incidentally that the three-move 
problem given sstie took three months 
Or 


















off and on, solvers are generally greatly 
puzzled over ke’s compositions, and we 
always find b prove fatal to about nine 
out of ten, even though only in two moves. Pes 


haps this gentle hint may serve to warn our cor 
respondents to look and look again in the present 
case,” 


The St. Fames's Budget cemarks:—Certain 
problem solvers, somewhat alter the fashion of 
some people’s love for flowers, admire the com- 
which engage the attention for the time. 
like a good problem, solve it, and after it is 
f its interest fades away rapidly and 

a day or two to make cooji fh 

“They give litile thought to augly 
but the difficulty of solution, and the manner 













"| Finally, there was hu 








ing the champion toa game, The Englishman 
was willing, the Australian lamentably weak— 
deed, he could hardly be called a chessplayer wt 
tof even a single 
move, the a 
crowd gathered to see the game, jor tearly 
half an hour the Austealian captain followed his 
opponent’s lead, faithfully spending long inter vals 
between each move in a profound study of the 
board, with such suggestive and apparently une 
conscious comments as ‘No, that would never do, 
he'd have me in three, Let ie see!” and so 
d whisper among the or 
alter much 
move, and th 

































lookers, as the cap 
made au obviously b 

tage of it, promptly 
Check to you” boldly setorted the 









check.” 
captain, moving something out at random. The 
chess champion looked hard at the smiling, (ust- 


ful face of the man in tront of him, but it beamed 
innocently, and with never a suggesti i 
My dear sit,” he said quietly, “y 
derstand the game.” “Oh, 110, 
i “TL never played 
chance te pick it 
ood man didwt see it in that way, 
and left luriedly and ina buff, while the pase 
sengers laughed, and the cricketers told one ans 
other that the captain must have been born with 
that particular talew'—ao man at his age could 
have acquived it.—Riverine Grasé r. 
















































MAIL STEAMERS. 
































Ree eh 
TY MAIL IS DUK 
Steame Wate. 
Cof Rede Sa. May 2 
Km, of China aM. May a3 
- Rohilia 3 Tu. May 24 
Hongkong . Em. of Japin 4 Th. May 26 
America .. Venus 5 Th, May 36 
Hongkong Pern 6 Su. May 29 
America ‘Su, May 29 
‘Tacoma, Ws M. May 30 
Hongkong — W. June « 
Hongkong N. P. Co. Olympia Th. June» 
Hongkong, 0, & O.Co. Coptic Tu. June 7 
Europe . ND, Loyd Hohensollen — W. Juue 8 
1 Left San Francisco on the 30th April. 
2 Left Vancouver on the roth inst. 
3 Left Hongkong on the x6:h 
4 Left Hongkong on the 28th ins 
5 Left San Francisco on the 7th inst 
6 Left Honykong on the 
7 Left San Francisco on 
8 Left Victoria on the rsth 
THE NEXT MAIL LEAVES 
For Line, Steamer. Date, 
America Con Nelgic Sa, May ar 
Tacoma, V Victoria ‘Sa, May ar 
Hongkong C.of R. de J’, Su. May 22 
Hongkong km, ofChina = M. May a3 
Europe, via S*hal. Yarra W. May as 
Shanghai Nagato Maru = W. May a5 
Canada, &e. Em.of Japan ¥. May 27 
Gaelic M, May 30 
Rohilla ‘Tu, May 3¢ 
Peru To, May 31 
Hongkong Columbia Tu, May 3 
Mongkong Hohenzollern =F, June 19 








LATEST SHIPPING. 
ge 


ARRIVALS. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,157, G. Shi- 
mazu, 13th May,—Shanghai vid ports, 7th May, 
Mails and Geveral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Dagmar, Norwegian steamer, 921, Es Amundsen, 
131 May,—Newchwang, 7th May, Beans a 

B Cake.—Browne & Co. 

Palinurus, British steamer, 1,536, Jas. Sawyers, 
14th May,—Singapore via Hongkong, 6th May, 
Rage and Sugqsep Butterfield and Swite, 

Niobe, Geriian steamer, 1 Plaff, 14'h May,— 


R arco ea iD 7th May; Gene- 
RAR ABGrtst A MlecyOLG Nk8, Summervate, 14th 

















546 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


{May 21, 1898. 








May.—Takow, 8th May, Sugar.—Butte: field & 

wire. 

Loyal, German steamer, 1,237, Lorensen, 15th 
May,—Hongkonp, 7th May, Rice and Sugar. 
—Mitsui Bussan Kaisha. 

Kashing, British steamer, 1,158. H. Hopkins, 15th 
May,— Saigon, Rice.—Butterfield & Swire. 
Pyrrhus, British steamer, 2,299, H. Batt, 15th 
May,—Liverpool via ports, Kobe 14th May, 

Butterfield & Swire. 

Afridi, British steamer, 2,354, Thos. Golding, 16th 
May,—London via norts, Kobe, 14th May, 
General.—Dodwell, Carllil & Co. 

Obi, British steamer, 1,951, Richard Pinkham, 
16th May,—Bassein via Kobe, 15th May, Rice. 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha. 

Foochow, British steamer, 1,253, S.C. Small, 17th 
May,—Takow, 11th May, Sugar and Rice.— 
Butterfield & Swire. 

Donar, German steamer, 1,201, Hermes, 17th 
May,—Hongkong, Rice.—Chinese. 

Indrani, British steamer, 3,226, Trotter, 17th May, 
—Mobile and New Orleans via Suez Canal and 
Labuan, 61 May, Cotton and Pig Iron.— 

a and Japan Trading Co. 
Yarra, French steamer, 2,084, Le Coispellier, 
Marseilles via ports, Kobe 18th 
1.—M. M. S.S. Co. 
2,615. E. R. Dowell, 
—London via ports, Kobe, 18th May, 


Co. 












































ish steamer, 2,880, J. S. Hogg, 20th 
Liverpool via’ ports, Kobe, 19th May, 
—W. M. Suuachan’& C 


Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rindey, 20th 
May,—Hongkong via ports, roth May, Mails 
and Gener O. & O. S.S. Co. 





Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Tinebridge, 
ist. May,—Hongkong’ via ports, Kobe, 6th 
May, Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & 
To. 

Ssechuen, British steamer, 1,158, G. H. Pet 
father, 21st. May,—Cheloo, 15!h May, Rice 
Butterfield & Swire. 





DEPARTURES. 

Ingraban, German steamer, 864, Ed. Piper, 14th 

Moji, Ballast. —Captain. 

Hupeh, British) steamer, 1,846, Quail, 14h May,— 
Ilo To, Ballast.—Butierfield & Swire. 

Whampao, British steamer, 1,109, A. W, Saies, 
15th May,—Otaru, Ballast, Butterfield and 
Swite. 

Oceana, German steamer, 1,629, Formes, 16: 
May,—Havre and Hamburg via ports, Generel 
—Simon, Kvers & Cur ’ 

Glenturret, British steamer, 3,086, R. Webster 
17th May,—Moji, Ballast: Jardine, Mathes 
& Co. 

Rosetta, British steamer, 2,039, E. B. Bishop, 17th 
May,—Hongkong via Kobe and Nagasaki, 
Mails and Genecal.—P, & O. S.N. Co. 

Ulysses, British steamer, 2,281, R. ]. Brown, 18h 
May,—London via ports, General. Butter field 
& Swire. 

Dagmar, Nowwegian steamer, 921, E. Amundsen, 
18th May,—Moji, Ballast.—Captain, 

Niobe, German steamer, 1,379, Pfaff, gtth May, 
Havie and Hambuig via. ports, General. 
Simon, Evers & C 3 

Palinurus, British steamer, 1,536, Jas. Sawyers, 
zoth May,—Kobe, Ballast,—Butteifield and 
Swire, 

Loyal, German steamer, 1,237, Lorensev, 20th 
May,—Moji, Ballast.— Captain, 
































PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 
Per French steamer Yarra, from Marseilles via 


pous:—Mr, Chaffanjon, Captain de Labry 
and valet, Me. Gysin, Mr. Sharpt, » Mr. 
Cotte Ladislas, Mr. Lefaucheur, Mr. Abza- 


goff and servant, Mr. Stanford, Mr, Thomas, 
Mohat , Agill, Abdulah Lavawec and 
servant, Mr. Bordenenve, Vinson, Mes. 
Asa, Miss Asa. Mr. 
Versel, Mr. Hechter, Me. Delaney, Me. Hie, 
Mr, Harris, Me. A. C. Read, Mr. McGlew, Mi. 
H. Lisboa, Mis. Lisboa, Miss Lisboa, Mv. Ki 
moto, Mc. Gielen, Mr. Cartew, and Mr, Mac: 
ithur, in cabin. 

Per British steamer Malacca, from London via 
poits:—The Rt. Hon, Eatl of Orford, Countess 
Orford, Mr. Francis ‘Taylor, Mis. Francis Taylor, 
Mc. A. S. Kuights, Miss -Dening, Miss Finch, 
Mr. Molony, and Me, Carozzi, incabin. 





Me. 
A. Veill, Mr. King, Mr. 



























Per British steamer Be/gic, {rom Hongkong via 
PR Binge USNo Me EL, Benin Mea Ne Laboratory, 8, Bishop's Court, 
E. Lewin, Me. E/S, Molyneux, Nie. W. A, Pacis, (Late 234, 
Mr. O. Voigt, Mr. S. Scharff, PRICES: 2s. 6d., 35. 6d., 58., 


uh, MeN 
F. Smith, Mr. Giutit57 aul | } 








gle 


mann, Mr. Briggs, Mr. J. M. Shotwell, Mes, T. 
S. Freeman, Mrs. 5. S. Robison, Mme, de Ker- 
besiz, Miss Pepper, Mr. W. G. Middleton, Miss 
Oakley, Mrs. Birch, child and amab, Me. C. N 
Crosse, Mc. T. B, Pucklington, Rev. H. Loom 
Mr, J. B. Neal, Miss Neal, and Mv. H. E 
Tuck, i in.’ For Honolulu :—Mrs. L. A. 


For San Francisco :— 








Choy and child, in cabin, 
Mrs. E.S. Joseph, Me, ge, Mr. G. A. 
Lond, Mrs. F. Wildes, Mr. Graves, Miss C. Co! 

nian, Miss C. M. Flood, Mr. W. S. Fritz, Mr. 
Tompkins, Mrs. R. Gore, De, Kindleberger, 
U.S.N., Me. J. C. Evans, U.S.N., Miss Wildes, 
Mrs. C. Denby, Mr. J. R. Flood and valet, and 
Miss Neal, 


Per Japanese steamer Nagato Maru, from 
Shanghai via ports—Mis, H. Ikeda, and Mrs. 
LH. W. Rehberg, in cabin; Mc. F. Nishiyama, 
Mr. K. Hoke, Mr, and Mrs, Nakamura, and Mr. 
I. Nakahara, in second class; 19 Japanese, and 
15 Chinese, in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer 
Shanghai via ports :—Mr. 





z 














Satsuma Marn, for 
S. Mito, Mr, F. Trus- 








Mr. R. Bujisawa, Mr. N. Wada, Mc. N. Iwasaki, 
Mr. Nakayama, and: Mrs. M, Ishii, in second 
dass; 29 Japanese, 1 European, and 1 Chinese, in 
steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Pei sh steamer Canton, for London via 
ports:—Me, J. Garduer, Mr. Thomas Davenport, 
Major Bent, and Mrs. C. le B. Rickman and 
daughter, in cabin. 









Per Japanese steamer Kanagawa Maru, for 
London via ports:—Capt. S. Dewa, LJ.N, 








Watanabe, Mrs. Makino, Master Makino, Mr. 
G_ Seo, Sub-[nspector of machinery J. Watanabe, 
Capt. §. Kobana, Com, G. Atimeri, Com, M. 
Hanabusa, Sub-Lient. E. Yamada, Chief-Eng. 
W. Waraya, Count K. Mimasu, Me. Sillins, Mr 
H. A. Monison, and Mi. M. Maeda, cabi 
Mr. K. Takaki, Mr. G. Fukuchi, Mr. S. Yama 
moto, Mr. S. Gunjikake, Me. H. Hirano, Me. M, 
Nishe, Mc. N. Ikeda, Mi. T. Uyeda, Mr. Mace 
bride, Mr. M. T. Yamazaki, and Me. T. Matsu- 
muta, in second class; 15 Japanese, in steerage. 


Per British steamer Rosetta, for Hongkong 
ports:—Lt-Cu. Preston, Major D. W. Pardon, 
Col. Ross, Capt. Lock, Mr. Marcus, Mr. and Mrs, 
Bunge, Mc. A. Woolley, Mr. Wong Mon Lem, 
and Miss Meadon, in cabin; 1 Chinese, in steer 

e 
























via 














CARGO. 

Per British steamer Rosetia, for Hongkong via 
porls:—Raw Silk for Europe, 33 bales; Waste 
Silk for Europe, 29 bales. 














LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
rg 


IMPORTS 


For yarnsand greys shirtings the market is as 
dull as last week and except for astray sale or two 








in shirtings no business has been dove, In fancy 
cottons and woollens there is no change, 
corron & 2M Ons 








e+ $2 55 to 2.85 

85 to 3.35 
to2.00 
1.75 to 2.60 





ETHAN, 8h ye. 






colt, Mr.and Mrs. Dent and child, and Mr, and 
Mrs. Carl Hertz, in cabin 3 Mr. Lyons, Mr. Knol- 
les, Me. Brenmers, Mr. Yates, Mrs. K, Sakata, | 


Colonel K. Suga, Colonel G, Sushi, Liew. M. | 


Prints—Asnorted, a4 yards, yo inches, 
Cotton—Haligns and Satteeas 11 
34 inches 


200 to 3.75 
van cane 
0.15 tooas 












WOOLLENS. 


$0.30 tw 0.50 
0.8 to 04h 


0 30 to 0,334 


03s oan 


tg tw 22 
0.35 10 0.50 
0.60 to 0.734 
0.50 ta 0.85 


0.§0 tx 0 60 
ten riace. 
7.7510 9.50 
Is, 4 0.60to 9.00 
TurkeyReds—2.0to 3.0!h, 24/2: 
| soinches ... 
Turltey Reds— 

32 inches 


yards, 


aasto 2.20 





asoto 358 


d1tOn Yarns, 


76.50 
90.00 
124.00 
raw ricut, 
$10.00 to 30.45 
0 00 
$0 to 22 00 


Nos. a, 100, Gassed 





RA’ 
American Middling .. 
Indian roach. 
Chinese .. 











Nothing is duning i 
tions nominally the same, 





ch, and upward.3.gs lo. 4.20 








WKEROSINE, 
Market quite without change, 


42.00 to 2.07 
1.95 to 2.05 
1.85 







SUG 
Arrivals 27,423 piculs, inclusive of 14,158 piculs 
[of Manila fom Hongkong. Sales Maes. been 
effected to the exteat of 17,000 piculs at prices 
an advance of 25 to 50 sen per picul. In 

sant sugar quotations are 40 to 45 sen higher, 
Astivals 22,000 pi ales 22,500. picult. 
Market for White tefined is steady; fair demand, 


Kn, 












$5.97 to 6.00 
5.95 to 6.50 
4-80 to 4.90 
4:15 to 6.10 
*7.00 to 7.70 
7.3010 0-40 


White Java and P. 
White Refined 





EXPORTS. 

RAW SILK, 
The demand both from Europe 
has increased, but the high prices do 
| business. Fullesized flatures have advanced at 
least 30 yen per picul. ‘The stock is 5,330 piculs, 
compared with 3,740 niculs last s The 


© visible supply” is 59,840 piculs against 51,310 
| last year. 














Has Leen thoro 





ak 
It is NOT A DYE, but the colour 


and will posi 





Ie of 












‘This EXTRACT Is ee all N LADIE! 
JNI\ 


NOTE.—Thirty years Professor of Hair Spreifies to 


RE HISKERS 


EYEBROWS, &c. 


GEO. COURTICE’S 


CONCENTRATED 


EXTRACT OF NUT. GALLS 





mighly test aunt approved in all puts of the workl for 
over a quarter of a Century 

the Nut Gall ina concentrated form, perfectly harmless, 
. WO HOURS 





nehers uf the Toner Temple, 


GEO. COURTICE & CO,, 


Chancery -Lane, London 


STRAND). 


Pfftattt 







per BOTTLE. 
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avorerrows. 
Filatures—Italta g tty tals . Nomiaal 
Bifatuces—Extra 13/15, 14/16 dle $030 to go 
Filatares=No..1, 10/43 deniers: B50 fo B60 
$115, 04/16 deeinencs 840 to B50 
vy torte deniers 830 to8yo 
820 to 830 
810 to 820 
790 to 800 
B10 to B29 
Re Shane. Fh ryitnderiers 
fenreels—No. 3,.1 4/20 denies, 
taishemteics 
' 
Kakedarotas te 
KakedasmFty. 2- .. 
Kamedas—ta. a 
WASTE SILK, : 
There: have bee no: trausactions diving the i 
wel; hrotiers aré stilt firm, ‘The stoclé at pr Hands and Hair Produced by 
sented is estimated at 4,160 piewls; Noshi, 1,700 
Kibiso, 1,850; others 550. Quotations nominal, 
QUOTATIONS, 
Filature, Beat. 
Nosti—Pitetnre, Good 
Noshi—Oshu, Best 
Noahi~Oner, Good 
Noshi~Oshu, Medius 
Noithi~Shingus, Rest: 
Nothi—Shinshu, Gaod 6s to 674 
115 to 120 
100 to 110 
goto: 95 
Goto 65 
s5to. 574 
95 to 100 
85 to go 
asto 30 
20 to 22) 
The most effective skin purifying and beautifying soap in the 
rt as, SHOR A: cy ie desing, world, as well as purest and sweetest for toilet, bath, and nursery. 
quality of the leaf is ly satisfactory. Stocks in . 2 . % . 
rand are very large, aud the market shows signs The only preventive of pimples, blackheads, red, rough, and oily 
at weakises: Recent shipment te Cahada and skin, red, rough hands with itching palms and shapeless nails, 
Malaise wands ee dry, thin, and falling hair, and simple baby blemishes, because 
QUOTATIONS. ie the only preventive of inflammation and clogging of the PORES. 
eae $37, & upwards eras: 
$34 to3s Gold throughout the world. Porrzn Dav@ aNp Cex. Conr., Sole Props., Boston. British 
$32 to 33 depot: F. Newneny & Soxs, London, | #g~Send for “ How to Cleanse, Purify, and Beautity. 
ate 4 aod Tair," a book of intensely Interesting matter to Ladies, post free. 
» $2, to 8 
» $25 to 26 
# jomi for Gout, Rheumatio ‘S, 
‘Common .. Nominal | Gout and Gravel; pgs 
safestand most gentle 
EXCHANGE, ~ : (rrfe| Moaicine for Infants, 
Rates continue unchanged but very fiem, silver fhe Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, Children, Delicate Fo- 
from London being unaltered. Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, ™ales, and the Sic > 
Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnancy. x 
Ste 2/o3;to} - = 
+ s 
3 
i=} 
Sold Throughout the World. 3 



















Oo Germany— jank ight 
ate 4 mouths’ sight 
Ow Hongkong—Bank 
— . Privatero 

Ow Shanghai—Bank sight , 
Private 10 aye’ sig 











~; WATERING 
| APPARATUS 


Non-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
id Street Washers. 
Garden Watering Boxes. and 
‘Apparatus, 


Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast- 
Cocks and Valves. 


E. GUESNIER, E.C.P., 
\. Enginoer and Cook Mntr., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 


Hydropathic and Massage Appars 
tus supplied to the Vichy Co. 
Vapour Baths (Berthe systen). 








sfnplyto Bovns & Co, agents for 
PPENHEASER & Cd., PARIS. 


weeeew? 


December 5, 1896. 


bigtized ty GOOSle sl 


N.B—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 

















LEA & PERRINS 







OBSERVE THAT THE . 
SIGNATURE 
18 NOW 
\ PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 
OUTSIDE WRAPPER 


of every Bottle of the 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, | ‘ 
Woreester ; | 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London; 
and Export Oilmen generally. | 
RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 


) 





{ 
\ 


> 





May 8th, 1898. 


48ins. 
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Trade Mark on every Casting. 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“ SHARP, CLKAN, AND FULL OF CHAKACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 
evfuaNDAHS, BALCOMIKS, BANDSTANDS, ARCADKS, KIOSKS, CONSHRVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THK DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANES GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


TWO GOLD MEDALS, CaLCUTTa EXHIBITION, 


Mlustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application, 
WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, ‘Scotland, 








MILKMAID 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The ‘‘Miikmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain ail the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 
ff Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
"lies sl cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
Ws CoMDENSED the ‘“ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
. 2” purposes, 














fr TRAVELLERS GARRY 


LIEBIG 


COMPANY’S EXTRACT. 


It keeps good for any time, even after 
being opened, and is supplied to Armies, 





Uuxpeditions, Governments, Hospitals, 
Doctors and Nurses all the world over. 














A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 
Twe OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1890. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plants. 







Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
Jonuary tst, rue, Tt MP 


GRINDING | MACHINERY for all kind: 
wet sul 8, colours, print 
‘soap, perfumery, and chem! 


MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


Address Messrs. C: RODE & Co, 


YOKOHAM. 
















November 211, 1896, 


, Google 





Digitize 





GENERAL CATALOGUE 


AND 


BUYERS’ GUIDE 


ISSUED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & GD. 


THE GREAT MAIL ORDER HOUSE. 


Chicago, U.S.A. 


ISTHE MOST COMPLETE IN THE WORLD’ 
er ae nena 
ae 


je and Buyers Gui 
je and Byars ‘Goias 
‘free of 





our Hook 

‘Suyers,"* which gives all informar 
ton necessary to but you ih touch with our 
putas Goud Us you? aadress ‘aaa Wwe'l 80 


Montgomery Ward & “Con 


M1 to 120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U. S. A. 





ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE Reg?) 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
Ratio oeaEy. REVIVING IN 
1T OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural; Perfume 
le from flowers. 
Not a Chemical’ Preparation, 


“AOLINE” PERFUME, “Most Retresbing.” 


“AOLINE” TOILET soap 
for the Complexion. 
“AOLINE” ToiLer POWDER imparis » 
Aelightfal bloom to the complexion. 
“AOLINE” SACHETS. Dolightful for Handker- 
chiets, Gloves, &e. 
“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Softening and 
bes for the complexion, 
OF ait and Stores, 

J. & E, ATKINSON, L Id Bond Street, London, 
INVENTORS OF THK CELUHRATED 
“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 

“ACharming Scent.""—H.R.H.The Duehessof Yor 


January rst, 1898. y. 


THE GRETEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 













HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitatep 
constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, andits 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills 
Sim Sawvat Baren,in his work entitled “The Nile Tribat 
taries in Abyssinia,"” says—"'I ordered the dragoman Mahome 
to inform the Fakir that | was.a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis, In! 
ahort“time I had many applicants,” to whom 1 served: on 
quantity of Holloway's Pills. These are most usefut to an 


sessing unmistakable purgative propertiesy th 
Ne natet upon tee pestecy,fokien sense 















them of their value,’ 
SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


lea certain, emedy for bad lege badbreastt and ulceraone 







of all kinds. n healing ulcerations, curing 
hin dineastn, 2 subduing all inflammations, 
jT. Coon Of his extraordinary travelt 





in China, published rae, ‘Saye—“"I had with me a qgantty of 
Holioway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk,fowlty 
butter, and horse feed poured in‘upon us, until at last'a tea 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas, 
and the demand became so great that | was obliged to lock op 
the small remaining stock.” 
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Settlemen 
Yokoham: 








The Hapan Weekly Mail: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 





No. 22.] 








YOKOHAMA, MAY 28tx, 


1898. 


Batetoe Vou. XXIX. 












‘Summary of New! 
Spirit of the Verne 


Foreign Poli 


a We 

he" Jiji? on Election Reform 
News of the Week. 
Correspondence — 






Tapan Brewer 
1Me Sac Rot 








The Tayan Weekly Wail, 


“ PAISCR QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE FOURRA!”’ 














NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
wis .notice witnteaded for insertion in the,” Jarax 
Werxty Matt’? must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
ee of good faith. 
particularly requested that all letters on, business 
essed to the MaNacar, and Cheques be made 
to same: and that literary contributions be 
to the. Eprron. 










: SaTurpar, May 28r#, 158. 


SUM VARY OF NEWS. 

















Tue Silk (direct-export) Bounty Law has 
been repealed. 


Tux Imperial Shinto shrines at Ise have suffered 
through fire this week. 


Queen's Birthday in in Yokohama, Tokyo, and 
Kobe was spoiled by rain. 


Suverat shocke of earthquake have been felt 
in Yokohama this two days week. 


Tux proposed Naturalisation Law bas caused 
some discussion in the House of Peers, 


Tue Emperor and Empress proceed to Kyoto 
immediately upon the rising of the Diet, 





A naw design, it is stated, is to be used for 
postage stamps of five sem and smaller value, 





‘Tux Japan (Kirin) ‘Brewery, Yokohama, have 
declared u dividend for the year of 30 per cent. 


Mr. Larwin’s yacht Mary, as usual, carried off 
‘he British Minister's Cup in the Birthday 
sailing race, 
A Fire that broke out ina er-dealer’s shop 
in Kyoto spread to the famous Hong wan temple 
and did enormous dai 














fe tohave a state 
ge in state at West- 





They were | 
minister Abbey this week. 


Tue Premier announced in the Lower House 


this week that the Government Gog ye silver-wedding this week by giving three 


extended franchise. bill and new 
measures, 
Tue evacuation of Wei-hai-wei by Japanese 
troops having been concluded on the 23rd inst., 





5° mee 
so} a British force entered there, 


s2|Tue Japanese warship Tofiwa, which is now 


under construction at the Armstrong Works, 


3 will be launched in a few weeks, 





Ax is quiet at Manila, where Admiral Dewey 
is waiting the arrival of troops from San 
Francisco before he bombards the city. 


36] Tux Rt. Rev. Bishop Awdry preaches at St. 


Andrew’s Church, Shiba, to-morrow (Whit 








Sunday), at the r1 o’clock se 





2|Ix is announced the Dr. Schmidt-Leda, Ger- 


man Consul-General at Yokohama, h 
appointed Minister-Resident at Caraci 


been 






Tue P.M. steamer Peru has been quarantined 
at Kobe for seven days and her departure from 
Yokohama is therefore postponed until further 
notice. ——. 


Four million bags of rice were imported at 


#3| Kobe and sold from rst January to 15th May. 


Putiing the price at yen 5 per bag this repre- 
sents yew 20,000,000. 


Tur Temma Cotton Spinning Company, Osaka, 
will hold an extraordinary general meeting on 
the 26th inst, to consider the raising of debentures 
amounting to yen 450,000. 


A paucorst named Takahashi Toragoro, living 
at Hirowo-cho, Azabu, Tokyo, has been fined 
20 yen for manufacturing and selling hydro- 
chloric acid of bad qual 





On the 22nd inst., intelligence from Peking 
reached the authorities that travellers to Port 
Arthur and Liaotung must ol passports en- 
dorsed by the Russian authorities 


Mr. John Harrington Gubbins, Japanese Secre- 
tary of Her Britannic Majesty's Legation in 
Tokyo, has been appointed a Companion of the 
Order of St. Michael and St. George, 











Viscount Hicasuizono, of the Imperial Honse- 
hold, was despatched on the 24th to Ise Pro. 
vince to investigate the damage ed by the 
recent fire at the great Shinto temple. 





War news from the Atlantic seaboard is very 
meagre, the whereabouts of the Spanish 
squadron being unknown, though ramour says 
the American squadrons have hemmed it in. 


Tue railway between Nagao and Kitsu is now 
completed, and on the 24th inst. a t trip 
took place. After Government inspection, the 
railway will be opened for traffic on 1st June. 








ON the roth inst., about 10 p.m., a man was 
run over by a train near Yokohama Station, 
He is supposed to have committed suicide. His 
age seemed to be about 27 years, and he looked 
like a merchant. 
Tur Prince of Wales, the Duke of York 
the Marquis of Salisbury, Earls Rosebery and 
Kimberley, the Archbishop of Canterbury Mr. 
Arthur Balfour, and Sir William Harcourt are 
to be the pall-bearers at Mr, Gladstone's funeral, 





Ow the 23rd inst. a telegram from Shanghai 
reached the Government that the warship Atago 
arrived there the previous d: After taking in 
coxl and provisions she will leave for Hankow 
in connection with the Shashi affair, 





®. OxuRA, the famous merchant, celebrated 








huge garden parties, He intends founding a 
commercial school to commemorate the event, 
and has donated 500,000 yen as a foundation 
fund. 


Ow the zoth inst. at 10.30 p.m., Sir Charles 
Mitchell, Governor of the Straits Settlements, 
proceeded to the Palace with Sir E. Satow, 
British Minister, and bad audience of His Ma- 








jesty. Lady Mitchell was presented to the 
Empress. 

Tue Niger Guestion has attained the point of 
settlement. reat 





retains Bus: Hikki, 
two porte on the Middle Niger, also a 


rge 
extent of territory, including the whole hinter- 
land of Dahomey. 


In reply to the French claims the Chinese 
Government has accepted the conditions that a 
sum of 30,000 yen is to be paid to be distributed 
among the families of the murdered mission: 
artes, and thata church be established at Peh 
Hai port, Canton province. The claim for the 
right of laying down a railway between Peh Hai 
port and Kwangsi is still under consideration, 





Tar P. and O. Compsny, says a contem- 
porary, has sold the Ravenna, built at Dumbar- 
ton in 1880. She is a fine old craft of steel, 
380ft. 2in. long, oft, sin, beam, and 25ft. gin. 
depth of hold, with a net tonnage of 2,046 and 
a gross tonnage of 3.385. Her horse-powei 
zoo, and she makes at ordinary immersio: 
something like 14 to 14} knots. By 








the 
hurried way in which she was to leave the Thames 
it is believed she has been purchased for either 





the United States or Spa’ the latter for choice. 





A CARPENTERS’ strike has been in progress at 
Shanghai, and took place on the new Chi- 
nese Bund resulting in the serious in of 
Major Liu, the officer commanding the little 
party of “braves,” which tied to stem the 
onrush of nearly 1,000 infuriated and riotous 
carpenters intent upon awing non-strikers into 
joining their ranks, An increase of wages will 
be granted next month and most of the strikers 
have returned to their work. A proclamation has 
been issued that the heaviest penalty will be 
imposed on all guilty of assaulting the police 
and rioting. Should the men again give trouble 
they will be fired upon and given no quarter, 

















Tue continued stagnation in the import trade 
is causing a very large accumulation of woollens 
and cottons in importers godowns, Native 
merchants profess themselves willing to take 
up the goods but complain that money i 
scarce and difficult to obtain that business for 
the present is out of the question, The re- 
medial measures proposed by the Minister for 
Finance are expected to relieve the tension 
shortly and then a revival of ‘rade is confidently 
expected. Under present circumstances, there- 
fore, the inport market remains without change 
and rates are nominal, There is a very large 
stock of kerosene now on hand but little or no 
business is doing. The same tale has to be told 
in regard to metals, The sugar market con- 
tinues brisk, with quotations nominally at last 
week's figures. Business has been fairly b 
in the principal staple of export, the Belgi 
Victoria and Yarra taking away 1,137 picul 
but prices remain very firm, holders refusing: 
to meet the views of buyers for America, In 
waste silk only a trifling amount changed hands, 
shipmen's tor the week totalling 276 piculs. 
Present stock is e imated al 7.340 boxes, and 
Tea continues 
g the week shipments have been 
heavy, over 1,262,882 pounds being the total to 
date, Stocks ure latge and prices easy Copper 
is-quiét Kird! the ‘Same may be said of figh-oil, 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
ie Se 

The isi Shimpo published an article per- 
meated with ite usual liberal spirit, urging the 
Government to remove all restrictions upon the 
acquisition of shares in Japanese companies or 
the ownership of land by foreigners. The im- 
mediate text of the article is the transaction 
recently completed by the directors of the 
Formosa Railway Company in borrowing a sum 
of a million and a half pounds sterling from 











tnature the Fifi discerns the safest and 
easiest method of importing foreign capital 
without disturbing the money market or pledg- 
ing the national credit. At present it is not 
permitted that foreigners should become share- 
holders in the Bank of Japan, or the Specie 
Bank, or in any mining en'erprise, and there is 
a doubt wi er they may acquire the shares of 
any association owning rexl property outside 
the settlements, Such limitations and such 
doubts should be removed at once. The coun- 
try wants cheap money above all things, and 
every avenue for inflow ought to be thrown 
widely open, Nothing can be more extravagant 
or pusillanimous than the ideas entertained by 
some Conservatives about the contingencies 
connected with foreign ownership of land and 
shares. If foreigners fiud their account in 
investing their money in Japan, the gain is at 
tas much on Japan’s side as on theirs, It 
is a mere chimera to imagine that there could 
be danger in letting them enjoy the special 
privileges granted by the Government to certain 
industrial and commercial enterprises. The 
foreigner will have to pay the full value, from a 
int of view, of everything he acquires 
and if the Japanese make sales to 
























in Japan, 
him whether of land or of shares, it will be 
because they can reap benefit by doing so. 


Chinese affairs are discussed by the Nichi 
Nichi Shimbun, but we can not find anything 


. 


y worthy of note in our contemporary’s 

The theory that China can be drawn 
away from conservatism by the interference of 
foreign States is condemued as quite unpracti- 
cal. China is too huge to be perceptibly in- 
fluenced in that way. Even the Central Go- 
vernment is beyond the effective range of alien 
advice or sugges! and moreover, if the 
Central Government were induced to take 
anew view of its duties and responsibilities, 
it could not p:oduce any practical reflection 
of its mood in the provincial districts, After 
uncompromising dismissal of the, ordi- 

accepted theories about China’s rege- 
jon, one is disposed to expect some an 
houncement of a special programme devised 
by the Nichi Nichi itself, But no such pro- 
gramme is set forth in our contemporary’s 
columns. It hints that it has a programme of 
its own, but, instead of formulating it, ‘alls 
back upon the hackneyed plan of d with 
every event strictly upon its merits and in ac- 
cordance with the requirements of the time, In 
short, the article seems to have n» purpose 
except to condemn the notion that international 
attempts should be made to lead China into the 
path of progress, and to show that, even if they 
were made, they could not be successful, 































The article summarized above from the 
Nichi Nichi Sh mbun finds its justification in 
ge of the Mainichi Shimbun, which 
s that the only hope of regenerating 
consists in subjecting her to foreign 
pressure. Analyzing the factors that operated 
to rouse a progressive spirit in Japan, the A/ai- 
nichi concludes that incomparably the most 
the display and even the use of 
The bombardment of Kago- 
ima and the expedition against Choshia 
id more to open Japan's eyes than anything 
else. The same levers must b- used to prise 
China out of the conservative rut. She will 
want a great deal more rousing than Japan did 
—pethaps ten tit 


as much, her popula 
being ten times as large and hey prejndi 
more deeply ingrailed) || Een hug 
























) capitalists at five percent, In operations | ¥' 


her incapable of quick sensation, aud it is pro 
bably correct to say that an influence which 
produced certain results in Japan in the course 
of a decade, must work throughout a century 
to produce the same resulis in Ching, The 
war of 1894 5 achieved something. The a 

quisition uf Kiao.chou by Germany, of Liao- 
tung by Russia, and of Wei-hai-wei by England 
will also have their effect. By such means 
alone can the big empire be roused from its 
lethargy. The impulse will never come from 
it must be applied from without. It is 
against this doctrine of the Mamichi's that the 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun enters its protest in 
general terms, There would have been some 
interest in learning how the Masniché proposes 
to exert the pressure on which it relies for 














China’s regeneration, but nothing explicit is 
said on that point, 
ae 

The advisability of estab! ing a legation in 
Turkey is urged by the Mfainicht Shimbun. It 
is not easy to discover any solid grounds for the 
recommendation, but the chief idea seems to 
be that ‘Turkey, owing to the peculiar condi- 
tions of its existence, is a species of barometer 
for obtaining indica of the state of the 
political atmosphere in Europe, that Wes- 
tern countries consequently take care to be re- 
presented there by their best men, Japan 
ought, therefore, to have diplomatic machinery 
















in Constantinople, Such is the Mavnichs's 
latest fanc’ ery unpractical and far-fetched 
it seems to us. 

. \: J 


Mr, Chamberlain’s speech at Birmingham 
forms the subject of an article in the Pomiuri 
Shimbun. The inference which our contem- 
porary draws from the language of the Colonial 
Secretary is that the time is fast approaching 
for an Anglo-Japanese alliance, with a view to 
exercising ally potent influence on the 
posal of Chinese affairs. Very heartily does 
the Fomiuri welcome the prospect. It calls 
upon the Diet to take some step calculated to 
promote the alliance, and finds much satisfac 
tion in the fact that a consummation so often 
and so persistently mged in its own columns 
should now have entered the field of practi- 
cal politics, The article would be more in- 
teresting did its writer show more discrimina- 
tion, But his failure to perceive the utter 
possibility of the language attributed by 
Renter to Mr. Chamb mely, that Great 
Brtain could not without allies enter the lists 
against Russia—deprives his comments of much 
of their value. 
























7% IRON FOUNDRY, 
+ 

Apparently the Government’s progamme 
for the establishment of an iron foundry 
has undergone considerable expansion. 
The sum originally appropriated for the 
purpose was only 4,095,793 yen, but, ac- 
cording to a supplementary budget sub- 
mitted to the Diet this session, the total 
expenditure is to be 10,569,894 yen, dis- 
tributed as follows :— 








yen 









to March 3tst, 1898. 2.321.383 
1,189 415 

2,345,168 

Expendirure in 1900 0. 2,122 863 
Expenditure in 1901 3 2'591,065 
10,569,804 


As yet we have no particulars of the 
reasons underlying this extensive change 
of plan. It may be added that the outlay 
connected with the establishment of an 
iron foundry is to be defrayed with the 
proceeds of the Public Undertakings Loan, 
and as the latter was estimated at 135 
million yen on the hy pothesisthat 4,045,793 





n|yenx would suffice for the foundry, it is 


ic ap 
us) 


that the Public Undertakings Loan 
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ENGLAND, AMERICA, AND JAPAN. 
ccabbabecap eet 


Mr, Oishi Masami, ex-Minister of Agricul- 
ture and Commerce, gave a speech at a 
grand social gathering held on the 2oth in- 
it at the Nakamura Restaurant, Tokyo, 
y the strong foreign policy party. He sai 
Mr, Chamberlain's speech is virtually a de- 
claration of war against Ru: The tone used 
by such an influential Minister is more than 
sufficient to show the real motive of Eng- 
land. That part of his address in which he 
erate with 
any nation holding the i too 
ficant to be forgotten, The Hispano-American 
war is now al its height and, together with the 
Minister's speech, is destined to produce no 
small effect upon politics in the Orient. If 
the most influential country in E: 
Asia, would take the trouble of indicating t 
could in no way acknowledge the justice of the 
operations of Germany and Russia towards the 
East, Europe, too, might be brought to condemu 
the proceedings of those two Powers. England 
secured the reputi of a ch 
conntry by affording protection to Chi 
it is only under the most imperative cisccum- 
stances that America has entered upou a war 
with Spain. It may confidently be asserted that 
England and America will, after the triumph- 
ant issue of the Spanish war, be employed in 
the settlement of complications now preva 
in the Far East, If Japan would make it kno 
to the world that she too has motives for mai 
taining the peace of the Orient, co-operation 
with England and America for the settlement of 
he present difficulty might be secured, An 

iance between Japan and England may be 
id to have been secured in the abstract; in 
der to carry it into practice public sentiment 
—the only reliable support of the government— 
must be roused. If fortunately 
tween the three Powers—Japau g 
America—be concluded, the Chinese question, 
the centre of the present complications, may be 
solved without a single drop of blood. 


























































COST OF THE WAR. 





Among the docu 
Governmen 
be one relating to the expenditure: 
account of the War, The figures 8 
Expenditures on account — Pen. 
affairs 164,520 371 

34,9551137 200,475 508 
ces, se 225,230,127 


Excess of income over expenditure 24,754,619 
The expenditures extend over a period of 22 
months, namely, from June rst, 1894, to March 
3tst, 1896. With regard tothe surplus revenue 
of 24% million yen, it was drafted into the 
Budget for 1896 7 to meet extraordinary war 
expenditures—Formosan, &c, 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO. 

Another indication of the wide-spread in- 
terest felt in the development of Japan may be 
seen in the fact that the University of Chicago 
has decided to hold entrance examinations in 
Tokyo. This move is made, not merely for the 
benefit of Occidental youths or maidens who 
may be resident in this empire, but also for the 
sake of Japanese who may wish to compl 
their education in America, ‘The examin: 
of the University of Chicago will be in Charge of 
Mr. Ernest W. Clement, M.A., of the Tokyo Chu 
Gakuin, and Mr, Eiji Asana, Ph.D., of the 
Aoyama Gakuin ; both of these gentlemen are 
Jumnd of that institut It is rather an intere- 
ig coincidence that the only American univer- 
ities to hold entrance examinations in Japan are 
Harvard University, the oldest, and the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, the youngest, of the great 
in tions of learning in America, 




































now become 141,474,101 JEM INIVE 
UNIV 


Mr. Douglas Jones succeeds Mr. N. J. Ede 
as Secretary of abe) Union Insurance Society of 
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COUNT INOUYE AND THE BUDGE2 
COMMITTEE. 
Sages 

The Budget Committee of the Lower 

House held its first sitting on the 23rd 

instant, in the presence of the Minister of 

State for Finance, the Vice-Minister of 

the same Department, and other officials. 

The subject of investigation was the 

Supplementary Budget submitted by the 

Government for the current fiscal year. 

Invited to offer some explanations of his 


financial policy, Count Inouye made a 
long and explicit statement, lasting nearly 
two hours. Unfortunately these speeches 
delivered before Standing and Special 
Committees are not reported in the Off- 
cial Gazette, aud our knowledge of them 
is consequently limited to the contents of 
brief résumés given by vernacular journals. 
The Count seems to have laid before the 
Committee a detailed and lucid account 
of the various items in the Supplement- 
ary Budget, of the programme of finance 
mapped out by him for the five years 
ending March 31st, 1903, of the considera- 
tions underlying the system of increased 
taxation, and of many other points. On 
the whole, however, readers of these 
columns would learn nothing new from 
his remarks. It is already known that his 
Excellency intends to devote 20 million 
yen from the Indemnity to the redemption 
of War Bonds and to supply working 
funds for industrial enterprises. It is also 
known that, with regard to railways and 
other works the expenses of which were 
to have been defrayed by means of domes- 
tic loans, his plan is to employ the In- 
demnity as far as it goes, and subsequently 
to devise other sources of supply—the 
home market or the foreign market ac- 
cording to circumstances. He is revolving 
other projects also, but they have not yet 
matured sufficiently to be made public. 
One member of the Budget Committee, 
Mr. Taketomi, showed a disposition to be 
captious. He reminded the Count that 
public securities had undergone unpre- 
cedented depreciation since the present 
Cabinet came into office, and he averred 
that the Government’s financial credit 
was at a low ebb. To that the Minis- 
ter replied that the responsibility did 
not rest with him alone, and that he 
had not failed to adopt whatever remedial 
measures were within the Government’s 
power. He added that, if the Diet adop- 
ted the system of increased taxation now 
before the House, the annual redemption 
of public bonds would be larger by 5 or 6 
million yen than it is at present. 





























































POLITICAL REFLECTIONS. 
Seren 

With regard to the Government's pro- 
ject for increased taxation we now find 
details given in various vernacular journals. 
The bill itself has not yet been actually 
published, but its main features appear to 
be known. Our readers are aware that 
the Land Tax is levied on a uniform basis 
of 2) per cent. of the officially assessed 
value of the land, no difference being 
made between agricultural land and build- 
ing sites. One result of that system is 
that the urban building lands escape with 
an exceedingly small impost. We enter- 
ed into this subject fully last year, and 
showed that while owners of land outside 
the urban districts pay a tax of a little 
more than I yen per capita, the inhabit- 
ants of the urban districts pay less than 
Ig sen each. Otherwise stated, the case 
is that the tax actually levied upon each 
acre of urban land is 5.15 yen, and that 
levied on each acre of rural land, 3.28 
yen, a ratio which evidently varies 
greatly from the relative market value of 
such lands, Taken all round, urban build- 
ing lands in Japan are probably worth 
seven or eight times as much as provincial 
farm lands, whereas the assessment for 
taxation purposes does not make the for- 
mer even twice as valuable as the latter. 
Some attempt is now about to be made to 
remedy this injustice, for we find that the 
tates fixed by the new scheme are 

Agricultural and Forest Lands, 37 per cent, of 
the assessed value, 

Raval Building Lands, 3 per cent. of the ase 
sessed valu 

U-ban Building Lands, 5 per cent. of the as- 
sessed value, 

It follows that the tax levied upon urban 
building lands will henceforth average 
10.30 yen per acre; and the tax upon 
farm lands, 4.85 yen. The figures may 
appear high if considered merely as taxes. 
But they are not mere taxes: They include 
the rent paid by the holders of the land to 
its original owner, the Sovereign. The 
additional revenue obtained from the 
Tax when these rates are enforced is esti- 
mated to be 17 million yen, and, of course, 
there is no room for an error of calcula- 
tion in such a matter. 

With regard to the Sake Tax, the rate 
at present levied is 7 yen per koku on clear 
sake. According to the programme now 
contempiated, the private brewing of sake 
for domestic use—which has hitherto been 
permitted under certain conditions—and 
the brewing of what is called “ mixed 
sake’’ (Konset-shu) will be interdicted, 
the rates on the other kinds of alcoholic 
beverages being raised to the following :— 




















Questions were asked, of course, about : per Zoku. 
a foreign loan. One member want- Pann Meer us yen 
ed to know how it happened that the} White sake (shiro ‘seki) .. a 
Nicht Nichi Shimbun had announced the] Muddy sake (dakushu) .. FP oe 





Government’s intention of going abroad 
for 150 million yen. The news, regarded 
by the public as trustworthy in view of 
the source from which it emanated, had 
been telegraphed to London by The 7imes 
correspondent, and had caused consider- 
able excitement in financial circles. 
Count Inouye replied that the Michi Nicht) 
had been mistaken. He himself was not 
opposed to the introduction of foreign 
capital, and did not deny that it might 
have to be relied on by and by. But the 
Government had no such heroic intentions 
as those attributed to it. The state of the 
foreign market and the necessities of the 


The last two varieties, white sake and 
muddy sake—i.e. unrefined—are manufac- 
tured entirely for the use of the lower 
middle and lower orders. Hence the 
smaller rate of tax in their case. Clear— 
te. refined—sake is the beverage of the 
upper classes. It could afford to pay a 
tax far higher than ro yen, which, after 
all, is only a little more than 64d. per 
gallon. The additional revenue expected 
to accrue from these changes is 124 mil- 
lion yen. 


There can be little doubt, we think, 
about the wisdom of forbidding the manu- 








times would have to be c Hy con- 


sidered. Digitized oO“ ) 


cture of sake for domestic consumption, 
, le@law now in force provides ty at 


person not engaged in the liquor trade, 
and not keepinga public house of entertain- 
ment, may brew, for family use, any kind 
of sake except the refined variety (seéshu), 
in quantities varying from 39.7 gallons to 
114 gallons, on payment of a license fee— 
de. a tax—not less than one penny and 
not more than two pence per gallon. 
Writing on this subject a year ago, we 
said :—" It is difficult to discover any sound 
reason for such a system, or to doubt that 
the private brewing of sake will ultimately 
be interdicted, with marked benefit to the 
revenue of the State.” Our forecast is 
now, apparently, on the verge of fulfilment. 


Concerning the increment of revenue— 
12 million yen—expected to accrue under 
the new system of sake tax, the Govern- 
ment certainly does not seem to have form- 
ed an excessive estimate. The quantity 
of refined sake consumed at ;resent is 
34 million Zoku, in round numbers, and 
by raising the tax upon that variety 
from 7 to 10 yen, an addition of 10} 
million ye is obtained. Further, the pro- 
bability is that a large part of the white 
sake and unrefined sake drunk by the lower 
orders has hitherto been brewed under the 
domestic consumption rule, and con- 
sequently paid only from 2 yen to 4 yen 
per Zoku, whereas the new rates are from 
7 yen lo 8 yen. It will be safe to assume, 
therefore, that the Government's expecta- 
tion of an increment of revenue amounting 
to 124 million yen is rather under than 
over the mark. 


The alterations contemplated in the In- 
come Tax Law seem to be directed against 
the wealthy classes only. Hitherto the 
minimum income upon which a tax is levied 
has been 300 yen, A man with 300 yen a 
year has to pay 3 yew or I percent, in the 
form of income tax. The new Law puts the 
minimum income at 500 yen, and provides 
that for the purposes of the tax that in- 
come shall be reduced by 2co yen, the re- 
mainder only being liable to an impost of 1 
percent. When we get to large incomes 
of twenty, thirty, and forty thousand yen, 
however, we find a material increase of 
rates. The exact figures shall be publish- 
ed so soon as the bill is submitted to the 
Diet. 


Another modification of the Income 
Tax Law is that whereas individuals alone 
have hitherto been taxed,” legal persons ” 
will henceforth become liable—in other 
words, companies, corporations, and all 
associations having a legal status. The 
taxable income of such associations will 
be the profits from their business after 
deducting expenses and appropriations 
on account of reserve funds as fixed by 
law. Shareholders, however, in such 
companies will not be taxed in respect of 
their shares, since to levy an impost on 
them as well as on the earnings of the 
association would be to duplicate the tax. 
It is expected that these various changes 
will give an additional income of 1} mil- 
lion yen. 











Another project of law relates to silver 
one-yex coins. The period for their ex- 
change, originally fixed at 5 years from 
April rst, 1898—when they ceased to be 
legal tender—is to be shortened to four 
months, so that any of such coins not 
presented for exchange before July 31st, 
1898, will not be exchangeable, The 
reasons assigned for this measure need 
scarcely be recapitulated : they have often 
been urged in our columns. Speaking 
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briefly, the Government thinks it ex- 
pedient to eliminate from Japan's currency 
system the element of uncertainty pre- 
sented by a number of silver coins which 
may at any moment be presented for 
exchange against gold at a rate highly 
unfavourable to the country; and is fur- 
ther of the opinion, founded on close 
observation, that no inconvenience will 
be caused either at home or abroad by 
shortening the exchange period as above 
stated. 


Another source of increased revenue 
will be found under the heading of State 
Industries. The railway tariff of charges 
will be slightly raised—g rin per mile is 
the figure spoken of—and senders of 
telegrams will be obliged to pay for the 
name and address of the sendee, hitherto 
not charged for. The changes are ex- 
pected to produce an increment of 4 
millions. Thus the whole scheme stands 
thu: 

Increased Revenue from 








the 




















d Tax 17 millions. 
Increased Rev the 
Sake Tax... ee ees 
the 
Poe ee) 
Increased Revenue from ihe 
State Industvies 4 Te ee 
TAN ses 35. million yen. 





It will be understood that we have not 
here epitomized the actual bill submitted, 
or tobe submitted, to the Diet, but have 
only collected the outlines of it as set 
forth in various vernacular newspapers. 


With regard to bills already sent to the 
Diet by the Government, the following are 
the most important :— 

1. A bill providing that Government bank notes 
shall cease to circulate flout the goth of December, 
1899. This measure does not signify, of course, 
that there is to be any change in the present fina 
cial system, Tt is a step dictated solely by 











Affairs must be obtained beforehand ; (2) 
that the Minister’s consent shall be con- 
ditional upon the foreigner’s having resi- 
ded a full year continuously in Japan and 
upon his being a person of correct con- 
duct. 








2HE NEW 1AXATION SCH! MES. 


a 








It is very interesting to observe how 
completely the domestic policy of Japan, 
as mapped out by the Diet, has failed to 
be comtormable with the march of events. 
When the House of Representatives as- 
sembled for the first time, the cry upon 
the lips of a majority of the members was 
that the Land Tax must be reduced and 
official salaries out down. ‘There two so- 
called ‘reforms’ were avowedly based 
on independent considerations. Their 
advocates maintained that officials were 
overpaid in glaring proportion to the 
emoluments obtainable by such men in 
other professions, and that their excessive 
rewards constituted one of the abuses of 
the era, At the same time, they insisted 
that the agricultural classes were groaming 
under burdens far heavier than those 
borne by other sections of the nation. In 
point of fact, however, the two projects 
were indissolubly connected. It was to 
obtain funds for reducing the Land Tax 
that official salaries were to be cut down. 
Everybody understood that perfectly well, 
and though the Government found itself 
thrust into the invidious position of seem- 
ing to reject a scheme of popular relief 
for the sake of clinging to its own emolu- 
ments, it held its ground stoully. Events 
have fully justified it. It is now almost 
universally recognised that the agricult- 
ural classes—or, to speak more accurately, 
the land-owners— pay a disproportionately 
small amount to the national excheque 








chanical conventence. Of the paper money issued 
by the Govern 1 1886 only 7,140,000 yen 
now tr ation, and the notes have 
hecome so defaced and dirty that their withdrawal 
is much to be desited. Any preson into whose 
possession such notes come, will, after the enact 
went of this law, take stens to exchange them for 
convertible notés of the Bank of Japai 


A third bill provides for the abolition of 
the Law for Encouraging the Direct Ex- 
port of Silk; the recission to become 
effective from the day of the bill’s promul- 
gation. This measure has been anticipat- 
ed. It was known that such a bill would 
have been submitted to the Diet last 
session had not the House of Representa- 
tives been dissolved. The law in qu 
tion was enacted in 1897, the date of its 
operation being fixed for April rst, 1898, 
and the period of its remaining in force 
being put at 5 years. We learn from the 
statement of reasons annexed to the res- 
cinding bill that, whereas the object of the 
Law was to improve the quality of Japan- 
ese silk and to promote its export, 
foreign countries considered it so obnox- 
ious that they took steps to impose 
increased import duties upon Japanese 
silk, and thus the Law threatened to 
produce results exactly the converse of 
those contemplated. Hence the necessity 
for repealing it as speedily as possible. 
We suppose that the Government could 
scarcely have been expected to furnish 
any reason more fundamental than the 
above, but such reasons undoubtedly exist. 
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Yet another bill relates to the adoption 
of foreigners into Japanese families by 
marriage. The bill provides (1) that the 
consent of the Minister of State for Home 
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and that the insignificance of the emolu- 
ments received by junior-grade officials 
renders it impossible for the Government 
to obtain the services of good men; one 
inevitable consequence being that all pub- 
lic functions—especially those connected 
with posts and telegraphs—are inefficient- 
ly discharged. Thus we see the country 
disposed now to adopt a policy the exact 
converse of that advocated by the people’s 
representatives seven years. ago; advo- 
cated so persistently, too, that frequent 
collisions between the Government and 
the Diet were precipitated, and the pro- 
gress of reform was distinctly checked. 





It is not to be supposed that the Go- 
vernment’s new scheme of taxation will 
escape opposition. Many objections will 
be found, though there will scarcely be 
any possibility of denying the broad fact 
that additional revenue must be raised by 
some method. Our readers will be sur- 
prised to learn, however, that the $¢/7| 
Shimpo has ranged itself on the side of the 
objectors. As to the imperative necessity 
of increasing the taxes, the ¥iji raises no 
question, but it condemns” the idea of 
recourse to the Land Tax or the Income 
Tax so long as the capabilities of the Sake 
Tax are not fully exploited. The present 
impost upon refined sake is 7 yen per 
Roku, and the bill now before the Diet 
provides that the figure shall be ten yer, 
or sixpence a gallon, approximately. 
This change, together with other modifica- 
tions, will bring an increase of revenue to 
the extent of some 12 million yen. Now 
the $2 thinks that instead of raising the 
rate Lo 10 yen, the Government might have 
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made it 14 or 15 yer, thus obtaining an 
additional revenue of about 30 million yen 
from this one source alone. The augu- 
mentation of the Land Tax and of the In- 
come Tax will be very unpopular, accord- 
ing to our contemporary, whereas the 
sake-brewers and the sake-consuming 
classes are quite prepared to have their 
burdens materially increased. | What 
makes this contention curious is that the 
$ifi does not think of denying the justice 
of increasing the Land Tax, neither does 
it dispute the ability of the land-owners 
to pay more than they do at present, 
Indeed it could neither deny the former 
nor dispute the latter in view of its own 
previous utterances. But it objects to the 
income tax on general grounds—and we 
are strongly disposed to endorse its argu- 
ments—and it considers that expediency 
should have indicated the saée tax as a 
source of revenue preferable to the Land 
Tax. 





We are strongly disposed to endorse 
the 79 Shimpo's contention that the Go- 
vernment acts unwisely in proposing to 
increase the Income Tax at this juncture. 
Of all imposts a tax upon incomes is, per- 
haps, the most objectionable. Not only 
does it involve official scrutiny into matters 
which every individual has a natural right 
to conceal ; but it also exercises a distinct- 
ly demoralizing effect by putting a pre- 
mium upon dishonesty. Such a tax 
must appear particularly irksome in Japan, 
where it has been the people’s habit from 
time immemorial to observe the utmost 
privacy with regard to their pecuniary 
affairs, and where plutocracy has happily 
been unknown. The merchant or manu- 
facturer pays income tax on the profits de- 
tived from his business after all expenses 
have been defrayed. It is thus within his 
power to reduce his liability almost to 
any point permitted by his conscience or 
his want of conscience. The more upright 
and straightforward he is, the heavier his 
payment. In short, income tax is a device 
for penalizing the exercise of qualities 
which it ought to be the prime object of 
all legislators to educate and encourage. 
The official, on the other hand, the 
man who serves his country in the 
army or the navy, and the man who 
has retired upon a well earned pension, 
are required to pay the impost to the last 
sen: for them there is no loophole of es- 
cape. This is one of the taxes which the 
Government now proposes to auginent. 
Of course, if a large increment of income 
were expected to accrue, the project 
would be more defensible. But the anti- 
cipaled figure is only 12 million yen, 
a mere bagatelle. The Fi7i thinks that 
the only wise policy for statesmen 
to pursue is to abandon all petty sources 
of revenue, especially those that can not 
be collected without vexatious inquisitions 
and those that tend to put a premium 
upon dishonesty, and to fall back entirely 
upon simple and straightforward assets 
like the land tax and the sake tax. 











We have written a great deal about the 
Land Tax, and have long contended that 
it might legitimately be augmented so as 
to afford a considerable increment of 
revenue. The measure presently to be 
submitted by the Government to the Diet 
provides, as already explained, that the 


ltax on farm lands shall be raised from 2$ 


per cent. of the assessed value of the land 
to 3.7 per cent. What that means to the 


landowner may be arithmetically express- 
Ori rom 
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ed without any difficulty. Thus, the as- 
sessed value of agricultural land through- 
out the empire averages, at present, 40 
yen per tan—or 160 yen per acre—and 
the tax paid is, consequently, « yen per 
tan. This will now become 1.48 yen. In 
other words, the land-owner will have to 
pay 48 per cent. more than he has hitherto 
paid. Thus stated, the increase sounds 
considerable. But we have to note that 
the price at which the koku of rice was 
assessed when the rate of the Land Tax 
was fixed twenty-five years ago was 4.18 
yen. Hence, in order to pay the tax on 
one éan, the farmer had to-sell +2389 Boku 
of rice. But the average price of the 
cereal from 1888 to 1895 was 6.93 yen, 80 
that by disposing of “1442 Ao&u, the tax 
could ‘be defrayed. Finally, the market 
price of rice now is some 13 yen per kohu, 
and, consequently, the tax can be paid by 
selling ‘07692 #oku. Rice may depreciate 
by and by, but it is never likely to fall to, 
anything like its old price, and unless it 
sells for less than 6.19 yen per boku, the 
new rate of tax, namely, 3.7 per cent., will 
not press more heavily upon the agricul- 
turist than did the old tax of 2.5 per cent. 
when rice sold for 4.18 yen. 





The Yokvo Asahi attributes the present 
inequality of foreign commerce to the over- 
issue of convertible notes by the Government 
1 the security of the Indemnity received, The 
reckless introduction of foreign capital is not to 
be tolerated, but increased taxation is absolutely 
indispensable. Increased taxation however, may 
be attended with some trouble, There is a great 
difficulty in fixing the standard of taxation for 
income, and any attempt to procure a large 
amount of revenue from this source will lead 
to a collision between the government and the 
people. As regards the soké tax, this species 
of impost is least open to complaint, as each 
payer contributes but a small quota on account 
ol the taste in which he indulges. But there 
must be a limit to the increase, and to levy ten 
yen on a commodity the marketable value of 
which scarcely exceeds that figure is maduess, 
It will stimulate illicit distilling among the peo- 
ple and the extensive import of foreign spirits. 
‘The incteased taxation of land does not 
adini: of any opposition except on the part of 
owners, But, though the augmentation of the 
land tax is absolutely indispensa le, it cannot 
be sucerssfully cartied into p agtice in the 
present stale of affairs 

The Kokumin ig more logical in its views. Lt 
insists that the financial embarrassment under 
which Japan is now labouring can not be over- 
come except by a scheme of increased taxation, 
Count Inouye’s plan to augment the revenue by 
35 million yen from land, saké, and income 
taxes, cannot but be admired. The proposed 
scheme for taxation is far trom being acceptable 
to the great mass of land-owners who ate directly 
affected, but they may fin t their consolation in 
the advantages finally to be atiained, ely, 
the progress of industry and commerce. 
Rokumin concludes its uticle by stating that 
any opposition in  Pailia may justly be 
regarded as unpatiiotic and destined to expose 
the country to merable peri-s. 
































UNITED CHAMBERS or COMMERCE. 
eee en 

Representatives from seven Chambers 
of Commerce — Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, 
Nagoya, Toyohashi, Shizuoka, and Yoko- 
hama—met, a few days ago, in Yokohama 
to discuss the economical situation. Their 
proceedings were watched with consider- 
able interest, but to the disappointment of 
the public they decided to carry on their 
debates with closed doors, It proved im- 
possible, however, to preserve secrecy. 
Vernacular newspapers report the pro- 
cecd 





poses. The main subject of debate was 
a memorandum from the Osaka Chamber, 
consisting of two articles; namely, (1) 
that the Indemnity should be employed 
to relieve the present dearth of floating 
capital, and that recourse should sub- 
sequently be had to foreign money accord- 
ing to the necessities of the time ; and (2) 
that, in order to place the finances on a 
sound basis, the Land Tax must be in- 
creased. At their first meeting (21st 
instant) the Chambers appointed a com- 
mittee of 7 to report upon this me- 
morandum, and the Committee presented 
its report on the 23rd. Whether the 
report was altogether favourable we can 
not discover, but there appears to be no 
doubt that, in the resulting debate, the 
first proposition, as to the Indemnity and 
foreign capital, was strongly endorsed, 
whereas the second proposition, as to the 
Land Tax, was tabled. It was easy to 
find pretexts for shirking the Land Tax 
question. 
in 1897 for the total repeal of the Business 
Tax, would be acting invidiously if they 
favoured an increase of the farmer's 
burden in 1898. A bill on the subject 


being already before the Diet, no occa-} 


sion existed for the Chambers to take 
action. To raise the rate of the tax 
without re-assessing the value of the land 
would be to increase the present inequali- 
ties of incidence, and so forth and so on. 
Thus this branch of the subject was left 
untouched. The merchants are deter. 
mined to have more. money for the pur- 
poses of their own business, but are not 
to provide any more funds for the 
administration. ; 








FOKEIGN POLICY. 
a= 

The politicians whose dissatisfaction 
on the subject of foreign affairs has been 
so vehemently expressed of late, seem 
determined to pursue their course to the 
bitter end, ‘They have now formed a new 
association, calling itself the Doshi Dai- 
Ronshin-kai, ot grand union of friends and 
fellow-thinkers. The first meeting of 
this new body was held on the oth inst., 
Baron Kusumoto being in the chair. 
Speeches were delivered by Mr. Suzuki 
Shigeto, Mr. Oishi Masami, Mr. Abe 
Iwane, and other men of note, We re- 
frain from reproducing their utterances. 
‘The same argument runs through the 
whole, namely, that Japan has been hope- 
lessly hoodwinked and flouted in the mat- 
ter of the Liaotung Peninsula, and that 
Germany in Shantung, and Russia in Man- 
churia have, deliberately and without any 
show of necessity, taken the very steps 
which they forbade Japan to take in the as- 
sertion of her lawful rights as a conqueror. 
The same defect, also, characterizes all 
these utterances: they are unpractical. 
The speakers complain, but do not indi- 
cate any remedy; declare that an evil 
state of affairs exists, but fail to tell how 
it may be corrected. We therefore con- 
fine ourselves to reproducing the resolu- 
tion adopted by the meeting :— 

‘The people of this empire consider that the pro- 
ceduse of Russia and Germany towards China 
disturbs the Wanquillity of the Orient and is cal- 
culated to expose tl pire to danger and loss; 
therefore they condemn that procedure, 

Farther, the people of this empire 
the procedure of the Gavernment in this matter i 
not adapted to the requirements of a ci clue 
involving such grave changes and perils: there= 
fore they condemn that procedure. 

Therefore the people of this empire desire that 
a deliberate and clear address to the ‘Throne or a 
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tesolution, suitable to the occasion, be presented. 











THE FINANCIAL CHANGES. 
+— 

So far as can be ascertained from in- 
formation hitherto published, the incre- 
ments of revenue anticipated to accrue 
under the Government’s new system of 
taxation, and the purposes to which these 
moneys are to be applied, may be succinct- 
ly staled as follows :— 

ADDITIONAL INCOME, 

















yen. 
Lucrease from Land ‘Tax 17,550,000 
Increase from Sake Tax + 12,410,000 
ase from Income ‘Tax 1,640,000 

» Telegraphs 340,000 

3.240,000 


+ 35;180,000 
ADDITIONAL KXPENDITURR. 





The Chambers, having voted| A 












Redemption of Bonds .. 
Prison Expenditures (trans 





i din consequence of the ap- 
preciation of commo 

Works in conne 
of the Revised Treaties, 





Total 
If from the latter sum we subtract the 
regularly accruing increment of the or- 
dinary revenue, namely, 2 million yen 
approximately, the result is that an ad- 
ditional income of 35 millions has to be 
provided. Hence the increments of 
taxation indicated above. 


+ 36,980,000 











ENGLAND AND FAPAN. 
poe gn 

The $apan Times contains the follow- 
ing paragraph :-— 

A London telegram received ‘okyo on the 
atst, states that Lod Salisbury, Buitish) Premier, 
in his speech in the House of Lords, disclosed 
the particulars of the Anglo-Japanese alliance in 
regacd to the Chinese question, ard the policy to 
be adopted in future, and that the Tomes in ae 

greatly approved the Premier's Diplo- 
ic pultey. 

The paragraph, as it stands, is calculat- 
ed to mislead, we think, According to 
our information, Lord Salisbury did not 
speak of an ‘ Anglo-Japanese alliance.” 
He could hardly have spoken of what 
does not exist. What happened, we be- 
lieve, was this. Interrogated by Lord 
Kimberley as to whether Mr. Chamber- 
lain’s utterances in Birmingham might be 
regarded as expressing the views enter- 
lained by the Cabinet, the Marquis of 
Salisbury declined to express a definite 
opinion antil he had the full speech before 
him. He went on to say, however, that 
he entirely approved of the policy of the 
previous Cabinet in declining to join the 
Powers which combined to deprive of the 
fruits of her victory a country whose in- 
terests in the East were identical with 
those of Great Britain. It was a very 
emphatic utterance, the most emphatic 
hitherto made by the Prime Minister; 
but it did not amount to any declaration 
of an alliance. 




















Mr. T. R. Hubback succeeded in shooting a 
big tusker, the other day, at Damansara, says 
the Malay Mail. It stood nine feet high at 
the shoulder; one of its tusks measured over 
five feet in length, while the other was about 
four feet six inches. The weight of the tusks 
was about forty-nine pounds, Accurions feature 
about the elephant was that he had not a vestige 
of atail, Mr. Hubback killed him with a front 
shot and found, upon examination of the car- 
case, three old bullet wounds, and when he took 
the tusks he came across a anider bullet em- 
bedded in the beast’s head. 
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MR. OKURA'S GARDEN PARTY. 
ees ag rae 
A MUNIFICENT GIFT 10 THE NATION. 

A garden party on an exceptionally ex- 
tensive scale was given by Mr. and Mrs. 
Okura at their town residence, Reinanzaka, 
Tokyo, on the 23rd, 2gth and 25th instant, 
lo celebrate their silver wedding. ‘The 
invitations are said to have numbered some 
two thousand, but owing to the plan of 
dividing ihe guests into three parties on 
consecutive days, all the difficulties in- 
cidental to over-crowding were avoided. 
Of course, ‘such division has its own dis- 
advantages. It necessarily amounts to 
differentiation, and however tactfully the 
line be drawn, some persons are always 
persuaded that they have been placed on 
the wrong side. Letters in vernacular 
journals bear witness to that fact in the 
present case, and show also that their 
writers were properly relegated to the 
position of which they complain. Among 
the guests on the first day were Marquis 
Ito, Marquis Saigo, Count Inouye, Count 
Okuma, Baron Iwasaki, Baron Ito, Viscount 
Enomoto, the Italian Minister, the British 
Minister, the Brazilian Minister, Marquis 
Oyama, Marquis ‘Tokudaiji, Marquis 
Hachisuka, Viscount Watanabe, and many 
other Japanese of note, as well as the 
leading foreign residents of Tokyo. The 
guests were received, just within the ves- 
tibule, by Mr, and Mrs. Okura, Mr. and 
Mrs. Takashima, and Mr. and Mrs. Okura 
(Junior). Thence they passed upstairs to 
a suite of rooms where the presents re- 
ceived in connexion with the ceremony 
were set forth. It was a very imposing 
and beautiful display, All the articles had 
some affinity with the occasion. Quite a 
mountain composed of boxes of dried 
bonito was, perhaps, the least esthetic 
object in the collection, bul the katsudoshi 
has its own place in the category of Japan- 
ese congratulatory offerings. There were, 
of course, innumerable bundles of red and 
white silk, daintity swathed in ornamental 
wrappers; and scores of huge carp per- 
plexed persons unacquainted with the 
pretty Japanese custom of disguising a 
gift of silk crepe by folding it into the 
form of the fish of perseverance. Pines, 
storks and bamboos were naturally much 
en evidence, and in truth it was perplexing 
to speculate how so many interesting 
mementos could be worthily preserved 
unless a special museum were erected to 
contain them, ‘The assemblage of silver 
objects attracted, perhaps, the most atten- 
tion, so far as the foreign guests were 
concerned, It included numerous speci- 
mens of the finest Japanese work, excellent 
alike in design, in modelling and in chisel- 
ling. Very noticeable were busts of Mr. 
and Mrs. Okura in solid silver, nearly life 
size, The artist had caught the likenesses 
with great success, and the details of the 
drapery showed much care and skill. 
From the m building to the garden, 
which stands on a considerably lower 
level, a covered corridor had been con- 
structed, giving acess atits further end to 
spacious galleries facing a theatre with an 
extensive stage. All these buildings had 
been specially erected for the occasion, 
and were prettily decorated, the lines and 
curves of the roofs and gables picked out 
with greenery and the interiors draped in 
cleverly assorted colours. After the guests 
had taken their seats in the galleries, Mr. 
and Mrs. Okura appeared upon the 
verandah of the theatre, and Mr, Okura 
delivered the following address :: 

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen 
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deem it a very great honour not only to myself 
and my family ety the merchant class in ge- 
ueral (hat you all—triends of foveign nationalities 
as well as my own counteymen—have so gracious 
ly vesponded to my invitation to meet and cele 
brate the silver wedding of my wife and myself, 
and also my awn entey upon my sixty-first year. 
May Ibe permitted to say that I have formed a 
little plan to serve aya memento of this dual oc 
. and that T have entrusted the task of 
ny itont to my fiends Mess:s, Shibusawa 
 Ishignvo Tadanori and Watanabe Koki, 
who will explain it to you. It has been my good 
fortune to preserve my health and stength up to 
the present, and should T happily be blessed with 
freedom from illuess during the remaining years 
of mylife, it is my eamest purpose to shaw my 
gratitude to heaven, | orthily, by de: 
voting myself to promoting the interests of my 
sty. Lbeg your approval of my very humble 
Se GE pier eee tt AHERN Mens 
Permit me alsa to apologise for the pout hospita 
lity that Lam able to offer you, and to wists you 
the u most health and happiness while repeating 
my sincere thanks for your condescer 

Baron Ishiguro, formerly Medical Inspec- 
tor General of the Army, then stepped for- 
ward, and in a brief but gracefully worded 
address informed the company that Mr. 
Okura, in order to commemorate the oc- 
casion, had decided to devote a sum of 
five hundred thousand yen for the purpose 
of building and endowing a commercial 
school. ‘This announcement was received 
with lond applause, and Viscount Eno- 
moto, formerly Minister of State for Fo- 
reign Affairs, an active promoter of the 
cause of education in Japan, ascended to 
the verandah of the theatre, and spoke in 
terms of high appreciation of the munifi- 
cent act just announced, There were two 
classes of charitable people in the world, 
he said,—those that succoured misery 
when it came under their immediate ob- 
servation, and those that laid plans for 
the future benefit of their race. To the 
latter really belonged the title of philan- 
thropists. ‘They were comparatively few, 
and still fewer among them were those 
that contributed to the cause of education, 
which was of all things most essential to 
the welfare of a nation, Mr. Okura had 
set a noble example, and it was much to 
be desired that men like him would be- 
come frequent figures in society. There 
was an ancient saying that fortune loved 
to visit the home of the virtuous. Ex- 
perience had proved its truth in Mr. 
Okura’s case, 

After these addresses the curtain rose 
and two dances were performed by the 
celebrated actors Kakitsu and Kikugoro, 
assisted by a troupe of experts, It is 
needless to say that these dances exhibit- 
ed extraordinary skill. The crispness, 
grace and rythmic accuracy of all the 
motions could not but appeal even to the 
least initiated observers. Then followed 
a "Silver Wedding Anniversary Play,” 
in which Eisaburo and Kakitsu took part. 
It was rendered specially attractive by 
the dancing of a troupe of ge7sha, fifteen 
in number, who wore picturesque coiffures 
glittering with silver ornaments and wings 
of the same metal. Refreshments were 
served from the commencement of the 
party, but at half-past five the rooms of 
the foreign building were thrown open, 
and the guests found a sumptuous colla- 
tion in Occidental style. In other parts 
of the grounds booths had been erected, 
and there those that fancied the Japanese 
cuisine were served with all sorts of deli- 
cacies prepared ga loco by the most cele- 
brated culinary artists of Tokyo. It need 
hardly be said that a band was in attend- 
ance, and thatthe conventional fan wa 
presented to each guest—on this occasion 
a black-ribbed ogi, its reverse a deep 
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peach-colour, and its face decorated with 
storks in black silver and red soaring above 
a silver sea. The programme, though im- 
posingly large, was perfectly simple, its 
only adornment being two embossed 
storks carrying sprays of pine. Happily 
the weather proved propitious on the 
first and third days, though the second 
was very inclement. The féte was cer- 
tainly one of the most beautiful and 
successful ever organized in Tokyo. 








GARDEN PARTY IN T0K¥O. 


—— 
On the 16th instant .a large garden 
party was given in Tokyo at the villa of 
Fukuzawa iu the Kiu-Mamiyana 
suburb of Tokyo. The object of the enter- 
tainment was to introduce to the friends 
of the renowed host Mr. Kamada Eikichi, 
who has just been appointed Principal of 
the Keiogijuku, and Mr. Perry, who ar- 
rived recently in Japan to take the chair 
of English Literature in that college. The 
weather was fine ; the azaleas were in full 
bloom; the garden looked very pretty ; 
excellent music was discoursed by a mi 
tary baud; refreshments were provided 
on a sumptuous scale—in short, every- 
thing combined to make the affair a 
thorough success. The party was honour- 
ed by the presence of quite a number of 
distinguished personages—Marquis Ito, 
Marquis Saigo, Count Inouye, Count 
Okuma, Viscount Katsura, Mr. Kaneko, 
Dr. Toyama, Baron Iwasaki, Viscount 
Tanaka, Viscount Ito, Baron Yasuba and 











others. The foreigners present did not 
number more than twelve, and the great 
majority were Americans. It is certainly 
a most graceful act on the part of Mr. 
Fukuzawa to pay such honour toa foreign 
employé as was paid to Mr. Perry on this 
occasion. The fact that treatment of the 
kind is unfortunately somewhat excep. 
tional invests it with additional value, 
especially when it owes its initiative toa 
leader of thought like Mr. Fukuzawa. 








FIRES IN GREAYT RELIGIOUS 
EDIFICE 





ei Sige 

It is remarkable that a fire should have 
occurred at the chief Shéato shrine of 
Japan on the 23rd instant, and at the 
great Buddhist temple of Higashi Hon- 
gwan in Kyoto on the 26th. The Ise 
sanctuary does not appear to have suffer- 
ed muc! A shed, the business office of 
the shrine, a meeting hall, and a storehouse 
were destroyed, but the chief shrine es- 
caped with only some injury to the roof. 
Sull the shrine will have to be removed 
pending repairs. As tothe Higashi Hon- 
gwan-js, we do not know at this moment 
of writing how much destruction has been 
wrought. Telegrams received in Tokyo 
on the afternoon of the 26th said that the 
conflagration was then raging. If the 
temple has been burned, it is almost a 
national calamity. The splendid building 
was completed in 1893, if we remember 
rightly, at a total cost of about nine mil- 
lion yen. Its proportions were grand, and 
the materials used in constructing it were 
of the finest kind Many ve that 
these burnings ef religious edifices are 
contrived by persons who expect to make 
a profit in connexion with the re-building 
and the handling of the munificent con- 
tributions in coin and kind that pour in 
from devout folks. Whether the suspi- 
cion be well founded or not, there is no 











a 

















denying that the temple of Higashi Hon- 
gwan has beet conspicuously unfortunate. 
Original fr 
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THE TORTUKE QUESTION. 


+ 

The letter addressed by Mr. B. H. 
Chamberlain to this journal containing 
injurious and unfounded charges of 
“animus,” ofa “strangely acrid and dis- 
courteous tone,” of “heat” and so forth, 
is reproduced by the Kobe Chronicle, but 
our reply, of course, finds no place in the 
columns of that journal. One side of a 
question appears to satisfy the Kobe 
newspaper, an interesting illustration 
of fair play. However, that is a matter 
of small concern, We recur to the subject 
because of the following criticism :— 

It is noteworthy, however, t 
Mait siill avoids any telerence i 
more devoted to the article couce: 
imprison 
the Satsuma tebell 
laid at first 


Count Mutsu and his family by the suggestion 
that he was treated as a common ciiminal in 


1874. 

This is an amusingly clumsy attempt to 
draw a red herring across the trail. The 
whole point is that M. Boissonade was 
represented as having witnessed the 
torturing of Mr. Mutsu in 1873 or 1874, 
and as having been moved by the sight to 
lodge a protest which had the effect of 
causing the abolition of torture. If Mr. 
Mutsu was not subjected to torture in 
1873 or 1874, then a material part of the 
story is erroneous, and the degree of 
credit attaching to the remainder is 
greatly impaired. It does not matter in 
the most infinitesimal degree whether 
Mr. Mutsu was or was not imprisoned 
years later. Everybody knows that, in 
1878, he got into trouble in connexion 
with a foolish plot to overthrow the 
cabinet, and suffered three years’ impri- 
sonment. But the fact is totally irrele- 
vant to the question of the abolition of 
torture. The Government’s condemnation 
of the principle of torture was publicly 
announced by a Notification dated Aug. 
25th, 1874. Mr. Mutsu’s imprisonment 
four years later in connexion with a politi- 
cal intrigue had no more to do with the 
matter than any other judicial occurrence 
of a subsequent era has to do with it. The 
petty issue raised by the Kobe Chronicle 
is that, inasumch as Mr, Mutsu was un- 
questionably sentenced to imprisonment 
in 1878, there is no occasion to repudiate 
the incorrect assertion that be was subjec- 
ted to torture by a criminal tribunal in 
1873 or 1874, and that, in view of the 
former fact, his friends and relatives need 
not be pained by the latter award. That 
is a quaint contention, It does not matter 
then, does whether Mr. Matsu is re- 
presented as having been a frequent 
offender against the law of the land and a 
frequent figure in the criminal’s dock, or 
whether his (rue record is quoted, namely 
that once only did he allow himself to be 
betrayed into political excesses? Mr. 
Chamberlain makes the naive point that 
it would be no disgrace to a man to 
have been subjected to torture in con- 
nexion with the procedure of a criminal 
court, since the obloquy rests with the 
torturers, not with the tortured! There 
was a time when highwaymen were hanged 
in England. It was a disgrace to English 
civilization that they were hanged, but it 
was also some disgrace to have been a 
highwayman, was it not? 











However, as we have already said, all 
this talk about Mr. Mutsu’s imprisonment 
in 1878 is wholly irrelevant to the real 


issue. The an OO° on 








of the principle of torture was publicly 
announced in August 1874, and the im- 
prisonment of Mr. Mutsu, or any one else, 
in 1878 can not have had the slightest 
connexion with the motive prompting an 


announcement made in 1874. Passing on 
to the true question under discussion, we 
desire to add a word to what we have al- 
has been 
made to show that the abolition of torture 
in Japan was entirely due to the resolute 
Never 
mind the nature of the attempt: it is with 
the fact, not the fashion, that we wish to 
to 
premise, we trust, that if the credit of such 
a memorable contribution to the cause of 
humanity could be reasonably claimed for 
a foreign employé of the Japanese Govern- 
ment, we should support the claim strenu- 
Our often-expressed opinion is 
that Japan’s foreign emp/loyés receive only 
a fraction of the credit really due to them. 
But there can be no more ineffective and 


ready written, An attempt 
intervention of M. Boissonade. 
deal. Now it is quite unnecessary 


ously. 


injudicious method of correcting such an 


injustice than to claim for the foreigner 
credit which can not be proved to belong 
Is conclusive proof adducible 
in support of this particular claim? Is it 
not perfectly plain that the mere fact of 
the Japanese Government’s employing a 
French jurisconsult to compile a code 
based on the principles of European law 
indicated the acceptance of these prin- 
ciples and, consequently, the ultimate 
It seems to us that 
nswer to this question must be affir- 
Torture was doomed in Japan 


to him. 


abolition of torture ? 
the 
mative. 
from the moment that the remodelling of 
the laws on European lines became an 
official purpose. There remains the pos- 
sibility, however, that M. Boissonade’s 
protest greatly accelerated the adoption 
of this much-to-be-desired reform. 
that the issue narrows itself, and that 
alone is a sufficient crown of glory for 








any man to wear with pride and thankful- 


ness. 








FAPANESE ASSAULIS UPON 
FOREIGNERS. 
anoriatierts 


Our attention has been called toa letter 


signed “Foreigner” which appeared in 
the Fapan Times of the 2oth inst. 


train leaving Shimbashi on the 17th inst. 
As he walked along the railway platform 
in Tokyo, he was struck on the back by 


one of a party of some six low-class 
Japanese, and threatened with a stick 
Subsequently his 


when he remonstrated, 
wife, as she entered the railway carriage, 


was patted on the shoulder by the same 
The assault does not appear 
to have been at all serious, and it is pos- 
sible that the man was more or less in- 


Japanese. 


We do not desire to attach 


They 


ebriated. 
undue importance to such affairs. 


may happen in any country, and to notice 
them over-much in public prints is cal- 
culated to do more harm than good. But 
there is one feature of this particular in- 
cident that calls for a word of comment. 
The Fapan Times, in a foot-note append- 


ed to “ Foreigner’s ” letter, says :— 

Our. cotrespo 
when he says ‘ 
prevent Europeans taking the law 








from getting protection” and especially loward 
the end where we have Wanscubed his words 





italics. So far from abetting the lower classes 
their insolence, we are quite in favour of m 





out the most stringent measures against then 





To 


The 
wriler, accompanied by his wife, was 
about to return to Yokohama by the last 


dent uses very strong language 
nd something may be done to 

to hein own 
lands when the laws of the country prevent them 








ever they deserve. At the same time we 
Kkthat bis hint as te the possibility of Euso- 
peans taking the law into their hands is out of 
place and beside the question,—Zd, F.T. 

It appears to us that our contemporary 
has not rightly apprehended “ Foreign- 
er’s” meaning. In Western countries it 
is the habit to employ vigorous means for 
resenting assault, above all when a lady 
is to be defended. The vast majority of 
Englishmen would not have hesitated for an 
instant about knocking down the Japan- 
ese who laid his hand on “ Foreigner’s” 
wife. But the gentleman’s code is to 
avoid all displays of physical violence in 
the presence of a lady, and ‘ Foreigner” 
showed his appreciation of that code as 
well as his self-possession when he suffer- 
ed the insult to pass unchastised. In 
saying, however, that something should 
be done to avert the ultimate danger of 
Europeans’ taking the law into their own 
hand if the laws of the country do not 
sufficiently protect them, he gives expres- 
sion to a fear which tany foreigners 
entertain and which does not, in our 
opinion, call for an expression of condem- 
nation from the Fapan Times, or any 
other organ of Japanese public opinion. 
“ Foreigner’s” language is entirely mi 
interpreted when a threat is read into it. 
His meaning is that if these cases of rude- 
ness on the part of Japanese do not lead 
to serious disturbances, it is because the 
foreigner exercises a degree of forbear- 
ance which he certainly would not display 
were the same provocation offered in a 
European country. It would certainly be 
most unfortunate for Japanese reputation 
if the foreign resident, whenever assault- 
ed by a coolie or a student, retaliated in 
kind. We do not intend to suggest that 
the physical victory would rest with the 
foreigner. Very likely he would suffer 
badly. What we mean is that affairs 
which now attract comparatively little 
attention would then become magnified 
into matters of general interest, and it 
need scarcely be pointed out that the loss 
would be entirely on Japan’s side, That 
is what the correspondent of the Fapan 
Times intended to say, unless we greatly 
mistake the spirit of his letter. 















SERVAN1S, 

a put ae 

If we may credit the Peking and Tient- 
sin Times a strange state of affairs must 
exist among foreigners visiting the sum- 
mer resort at Pei-tai-ho. They appear to 
bid over each other’s heads for domestic 
servants, so that Ahoy or Awhat may be 
serving in Mrs. A’s household to-day and 
waiting upon her at the table of her neigh- 
bour and friend Mrs. B, to-morrow. That 
can scarcely be what our contemporary 
means, but its writing suggests that and 
nothing else when it says :— 

Il the wages of cooks, house boys, house cool- 

ies, ticksha coolies, and amahs wee classified 
tather more strictly, there would be less tendency 
petliaps among servants to inigrate from one 
house to another in search of an extradollar, It 
would not reduce individual qualification to any 
it would al least obviate A being 
t's notice without a bay because 
B next door affers a dollar move; or Bbeing torced 
to pay an extra dollar to keep his boy because X, 
who is a comparative millionaire, pays his boy 
from sheer love of the thing a higher wage. 
The relations between master and ser- 
vant must be of avery superficial charact- 
erin Tientsin if such be the real record of 
the place. 


CHINESE 
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2QHE DIET & THE GOVERNMENT'S 
FOREIGN POLICY. 


sea 
T appears that the programme now 
mappedout for themselves by the Extre- 
mists in the House of Representatives is 
to address a series of Questions to the 
Goverament on the subject of its foreign 
policy. This particular kind of parlia- 
mentary procedure in Japan presents 
much convenience from the point of view 
of the Cabinet’s opponents. ‘The political 
coterie—it must number at least thirty— 
presenting a Question chooses the most 
eloquent or the most intemperate among 
its leaders, and entrusts to him the duty 
of explaining the Question to the House. 
That means, of course, that the member 
upon whom this duty devolves can ascend 
the rostrum, and deliver an impassioned 
attack upon the Cabinet. He is sup- 
posed to keep within the lines map- 
ped out in the Question, but, for the rest, 
there is nothing to restrain him. He 
may talk to his heart’s content, and since 
the etiquette of parliament forbids 
any members to reply on the other side, 
or any representative of the Government 
to immediately rebut the accusations thus 
publicly preferred, it results that the Cabi- 
nets assailants have the ‘ floor,” as the 
saying goes. Not until the Government's 
formal answer is received can anything be 
heard on the other side, and as the an- 
swer is invariably documentary, it must 
always seem weak and ineffectual com- 
pared with the robust vigour of a verbal 
assault. The reading of the Government’s 
answer by a Secretary of the House 
affords another opportunity for an oratori- 
cal display by one of the propounders of 
the Question, and thus, one way or another, 
the malcontents get two chances of airing 
their accusations. They would apparently 
have preferred the more direct and potenti- 
al method of a vote of want-of-confidence 
on the present occasion, but their numeri- 
cal weakness deprives such a course of 
any chance of being either successful or 
striking, so they are obliged to fall back 
on the device of Questions. The gist of 
the four queries which they intend to 

present is this :— 
1. When Japav, 
ee P. 















Manchuria, 
J fom the thee 
they would nether se ze Hol ACQuite 
by lease any partol the districts con i? 
2. In connexion with he tact that Russia has 





only teased Pot A tae aed Tahen fom 
. buthas alse ubta: various other cous 
with vegard to milinary matiers, railways 
2 what steps have been taken by the 


¢ Government ? 

















Japanese Gaver 
ference to the velations that have 
between Western Powers and China, what 
procedure has the Japanese Government adopred 
to ma the status guo in the Oriet 
serve Japan's prestige and to promote her 

It is not to be denied that these ques- 
tions embody plenty of material for dis- 


satisfaction, History contains few instances 
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of international dealings such as those 
connected with the Liaotung Peninsula. 
Japan acquired the Peninsula and the 
southern littoral of Shinking by force of 
arms after costly and protracted efforts on 
land and on sea, Three European Powers 
at once interfered, and compelled her to 
surrender the fruits of her victories, on 
the plea that a foreign State’s tenure of 
the districts in question would not only 
menace the integrity of the Chinese em- 
pire, but also render illusory the independ- 
ence of Korea for which the war between 
Japan and China had been waged. Before 
two years had elapsed, one of those very 
Powers, and that, too, the leader of the 
coajition, came forward, and obtained pos- 
session of these territories that had been 
thus wrested from Japan. Ofcourse there 
is a technical difference between taking 
territory by force of arms and renting it 
with the nominal consent of its pro- 
prietor ; but the difference in this case is 
of such an insignificant character that the 
Japanese sense of having been duped 
must be all the keener. The incident 
belongs to the past, however : it is irreme- 
diable. None the less we can well ap- 
preciate and sympathise with the feelings 
that such a record must excite in the 
breast of any Japanese patriot. It would 
have been remarkably astute had the 
Japanese Cabinet of the time obtained 
from Russia, Germany and France some 
pledge as to the future of Manchuria, but 
we greatly doubt whether, even had such 
a pledge been given, the leasing of Port 
Arthur and Talien by Russia, and the 
arrangement for continuing her Trans- 
Asian 
Liaotung would have been considered a 
violation of the promise. 


line of railway to the coast of 





PRISONS IN FAPAN. 
este 

R. KAMEYAMA, a graduate of the 

Law College in the Imperial Univer- 

sity, who appears to have made-a special 
study of prison administration, recently in- 
spected the Sugamo Prison under the 
guidance of Mr. OGAWA, Vice-President of 
the Prisons Bureau in the Home Depart- 
ment, whose name has already been men- 


tioned more than once in these columns. 
He publishes the result of his inspection in 
the columns of the Michi Nichi Shimbun. 
Itis not at all a favourable account, though 
the standard of comparison adopted by 
Mr. KAMEYAMA seems to us to be falla- 
cious in He notes that 
whereas the expense incurred in erecting 
the Sugamo prison averaged 224 yen per 
head of the number of criminals that can 
be accommodated, and the corresponding 
figure in the case of the Senju (Kosoge) 
prison was 484 yen, the outlay in con- 
nexion with one of the first-class French 
prisons is put at 6,000 marks per head, 
and that in connexion with the best Ger- 


one~ respect. 





Google 


man prisons at 12,000 marks. It may be 











very fallacious, however, to make any 
comparison on such lines, for a building 
that would cost a hundred thousand yen 
in France or Germany might be erected 
atone half or one third of that cost in 
Japan. We learn, however, from Mr. 
KAMEYAMA'S reseaches that the expendi- 
ture on account of the Osaka prison build. 
ing was only 71 yen and that on account 
of the Tottori and Hyogo buildings only 
30 yen—figures which can not possibly be 
reconciled with any theory of sufficient 
accommodation, Indeed, there can be no 
question that the provincial jails of Japan 
call loudly for reform, Mr. KAMEYAMA 
insists, further, that the method of treat- 
ing the prisoners presents great abuses, 
The places where they work are well 
lighted and ventilated, but they are kept 
sitting for hour after hour upon their 
knees and heels, are not allowed to look 
away from their work or to exchange a 
word with one another, and must never 
allow their attention to wander from their 
task. If they violate any of these rules 
they are scolded by the wardens, and 
even—so Mr. KAMEYAMA says—cuffed or 
kicked. Only a thin strip of matting 
separates them from the boards, so that 
long-continued squatting probably be- 
comes very painful. Similarly in their 
cells they have merely a strip of matting 
for bed, a hard pillow and one wadded 
quilt. Their food, too, is coarse, an yin 
Mr. KAMEYAMA’S opinion, insufficient. He 
doubts whether the full allowance can 
satisfy the cravings of a strong man’s 
stomach, and certainly when rations are 
reduced by way of punishment, the prisoner 
must be in a sorry plight. Naturally the 
appreciation of commodities during recent 
yearshas not been without itsinfluenceupon 
prison fare. In 1896 the cost of a pri- 
soner’s ration was 6.7 sen daily ; in 1897, 
it became 7.8 sen, and in 1895 it is 8.7 
sen. Altogether the convict’s lot is so 
miserable that he soon breaks down 
physically. Out of 1,976 men incarcerated 
at Sugamo, 116 are in hospital and 391, 
though not actually in hospital, are ailing, 
more or less. Such figures indicate that 
something must be decidedly wrong. And 
if convicts do not break down while under- 
going punishment, their constitutions are 
so impaired that, on emerging 
prison, a great number of them become 
invalids. 
quence of this too rigorous system is that 
recidivism is rife. To illustrate this point, 
Mr. KAMEYAMA gives the following 
statistics with reference Lo the prisoners 
now confined at Sugamo :— 
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Another specially evil conse 


















Fust efiences , 678 
358 

doffences 251 
Fourth offences. 240 
Filth effences 140 
Sixth offences. 108 
Seventh offences jo 


E-ghth offences, 
Ninth offe 
Tenth offe 


Total ., 
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It will be perceived that nearly two-thirds 
of the whole number are recidivists, a 
ratio far in excess of that recorded in 
countries like France or Germany, and 
plainly condemnatory of the system pur- 
sued in Japan. It is not clear how Mr. 
KAMEYAMA reconciles his assertions about 
excessive severity of treatment with this 
tendency of nialefactors to find their way 
to jail again and again, but his theory 
seems to be that the prisoners’ morale is 
destroyed, and that, instead of being 
educated to turn over a new leaf, they are 
more than ever prone to crime when they 
leave prison, ‘he whole report—which 
we have greatly summarized here— 
conveys the impression of being written 
from a very pessimistic point of view, but 
if the abuses referred to exist in any 
degree, too much publicity can not be 
given to the fact. 








VARIETY ENTERTAINMENT BY 
CHILDREN IN TOKYO. 


gee 
A really beautiful entertainment was 
held at the Shoreikai in Tokyo on the 
afternoon of the rgth instant, the whole 
performance, with the exception of the 
instrumental part, being by children. 
Now’ that we see what charming results 
can be achieved in this line, it becomes 
quite surprising that nothing of the kind 
has been attempted before in Tokyo. 
Probably the explanation is to be sought 
in the fact that ladies are seldom found so 
accomplished and so energetic as to 
undertake the task of organizing an affair 
of such difficulty. The trouble must have 
been immense, but the results justified it, 
and the community of the capital, both 
foreign and Japanese, have to thank the 
Misses von Fallot for a most delightful 
display. The programme was this :— 
PART 1 
Overtme. 
Kindergarten Game 
By Misses Hilda Page, Dorothy Page, G-itiude 
men de Carcer, Margeret Hall, Kathleen 
é Brinkley, Teresa Brinkine 
Gardiner, Margot von Fallot, Tessa 
thea Shaw, Nellie McKim, A 
ters Willie Kirby and Kenneth Page. 
Character Song 
5 By Miss Hilda Page and Master W. Kitby. 








7 











a Skint Dance 
By Miss Margot von Fallow. 
= Piano Solo, 


Nigger Song 
By Miss Teresa Brivkmeier and Master Katl von 
Fallot. 
‘The Interfering Parrot 
By Misses Gernde Page, Einestine Gardiner, 
Tessa Lloyd, Master Kirby and Chorus, 


PART 11. 

A Gypsy © 
The hall was crowded in every part by an 
enthusiastic audience, and the charities on 
account of which the entertainment was 
got up must have protited considerably. 
Every item on the programme elicited 
rounds of applause. Perhaps the most 
picturesque was the skirt dance by Miss 
Margot von Fallot, but the grouping and 
costumes in the Kindergarten Game and 
the Gypsy Camp were quite charming. 
Little Miss Hilda Page and Master W. 
Kirby achieved a notable success in their 
character song, and the nigger ditty with 
appropriate dance, by Mr. Karl von Fallot 
and Miss Teresa Brinkmeier, was very 
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voice promises to be a contralto of fine 
quality, sang ‘ The Interfering Parrot” 
most delightfully. She was assisted by 
an admirably drilled chorus with a highly 
artistic “shriek,” and the effect of the 
song was much enhanced by the acting of 
the two little mites who, seated in the 
middle of the stage, represented the 
crusty couple, now engaging in vigorous 
warfare, now lapsing into ‘‘icy isolation.” 
In the “Gipsy Camp”’ the great features 
were the singing of Miss Dorothy Page 
in the character of a fortune-teller and 
the castinet dance by Miss Margot von 
Fallot. Miss Dorothy’s pretty soprano 
notes were scarcely more delightful than 
her smiling artlessness, and the grace 
of Miss Margot’s motions was supplement- 
ed by a really pretty costume. The over- 
ture and the interact piece were played 
by Mrs. Page (piano) and the Misses Kate 
and Adelie Page (violins) with all their 
accustomed skill. Altogether the perform- 
ance was a brilliant success, and we trust 
that it is only the forerunner of many 
similar entertainments. 








CHILDREN'S FANCY DRESS BALL. 
ioe 

Avery pretty acene was witnessed at the Public 
Hall, Yokohama, on Wednesday when a Child- 
ren’s Fancy Dress Ba!l took place in aid of the 
funds of Christ Church, The affair was a very 
happy conception, and an unqualified success, 
both socially and from a financial standpoint. 
The hall was charmingly decorated with flags, 
flowers, foliage, and the back of the platlorm 
and the flower stall at the entrance of the 
hall were rendered exceedingly attractive 
through the taste of Mr. F. Coghill Jackson, who 
was responsible for the whole of this part of 
the undertaking ; Mis, Manley, it should be 
noted, giving the flowers used in decoration. 
The ladies most actively interesting themselves 
in the affair were Mrs. W. K. Wilson, Mrs. 
Averill, Mrs. Irwine, Mrs, James, Mrs, Bevis, 
Mrs, Allen, Mrs. Bavne, Mrs. Frazar, Mrs 
James, Mrs. C.K. M. Martin, Mrs. Jolin Stiven, 
Mrs. Strome, Mis Wheeler, Miss F. H. Eld- 
ridge, Mrs. J. Martin, Madame de Micheanx, 
Miss Lloyd Thomas, Miss Tripler, and Mrs. 
Kirkland Wilson, 


The programme commenced with an excellent 
tea for thechildren and at six p.m, the ball opened 
with 3 processional polonaise in fancy dress. This 
was followed by an Irish jig by Miss Vera and 
Master Gerald Irwine, to the piano accompani- 
ment of Miss Leach, the performers having 
been tracted by Mrs, Courtney Johnson. 
Then followed a Spanish dance by Miss Nita 
Strome, and « castanet dance, also labelled 
Spanish, Miss Mollison, dressed as the Queen 
in her childish years, did a very pretty 
dance. Other children’s dances followed, a 
schottishe, bam dances, the Washington Post, 
singing lancers, &c.; and later in the evening 
dancing among the older folks became 
general. It would be impossible to de- 
scribe all the elegant and original dresses 
to be seen; the mere male mind boggles 
over such a task, There were Red Riding 























Hoods; fairies with wands and impossible| 


wings, such as all self respecting fairies must 
have; dresses suggestive of a giddy Gaiety 
danseuse; a Japanese lady ; gipsies with spang- 
les and coins jingling all over their dresses, 
which is well-known to be the everyday walking 
costume of this class of gitl; court ladies who, 
if they did not bring back to mind the salons 
of the Georges, at any rate recalled Dorothy 
and Chanticleer Hall, There were many who 
represented the character of Nothing in Parti- 
cular, and, like the House of Lords, did it very 
well. And there were others who went in for 
boldly original designs. Such, for example, 
as one young lady, who appeared as a botile of 
Veuve Cliquot, with a shining headdress of 











effective. anes teed by COOL whgse 


tinsel-covered cork aud an inscriplion on the 


front of her dress, so that there should ba, 





absolutely no excuse for taking her for some- 
thing else. ‘The boys, too, had some capital cos- 
tumes among them. A Chinese magnate and 
a jinrikisha man were on terms of easy friend- 
ship, with a Sikh policeman from Hongkong 
looking benevolently on. Cowboys and Mount- 






ed Rifles (dismounted for this occasion 
ot course). mingled with jockeys in gay 
silks and cords; there were Pierrots that poor 





Aubry Beardsley would have made pictures of ; 
Highlanders, courtiers (Ancient and Modem) 
and scores of others, It was, in short, quite a 
brilliant scene, Nearly all Yokohama society 
was present, among the company, besides those 
already mentioned being, His Honour Judge 
Wilkinson, M. Ratard (French Consul) and 
Madame Ratard, Dr. Eldridge and Mrs. 
Eldridge, Mr. and Mrs. Mollison, Dr. and Mis. 
Tripler, Mr. and Mrs, Bevis, Dr. & Mrs. 
Wheeler, the Rev. & Mra. F. Champneys 
Irwine, members of various Consular staffs, &c. 


THE QUEEN'S BIRTHDAE « 
+ 
Unfortunately the weather on the afternoon 
of the Queen's Birthday turned out most incle- 
meni—cold and wet—and the brilliancy of the 
celebration at the British Legation was much 
marred, A great number of people assembled, 
however, in honour of the occasion and to have 
the pleasure of greeting Sir Ernest Satow, 
Preparations had been made on an extensive 
scale, but as the Legation building is quite un- 
fitted to accommodate any considerable party 
of guests, it was found necessary to erect re- 
freshment booths in the garden, and the rain 
had thus full opportunity to make itself felt. 
Various amusements had been provided, bat 
the weather reduced them finally to music by 
the band of the Imperial Guards. Under the 
circumstances it is not surprising thal the 
Yokohama community did not send a large 
contingent, but the Tokyo people were not at 
all deterred by the rain, and all nationalities 
were fully represented. 


























The public celebration of the Queen's Buth- 
day in Vokohama was not very extensive, though 
the day was widely observed as a holiday. 
Main Street and the Settlement generally made 
a good display of bunting, and there was a 
general crackling of fireworks and playing of 
“God save the Queen.” The untavourable 
weather, however—ihreatening in the morning 
and miserably y in the afternoon—negatived 
all chance of a successful holiday, and the few 
events that had been arranged fell under the 
dispiriting influence of the day, and were not 
altogether joyous gatherings, 

‘The Yokohama Cricket Club opened 
season by a match President's team v, Capta 
The President's team won the toss and com: 
menced batting about rt a.m. Several good 
scores were made, P, B, Clarke's 68 including 
one six, 5 fours, 3 threes, and nine twos, while 
Crawford's 49 embraced 5 fours, 2 threes, and 
6 twos. Untortunately soon after the interval 

















rain began to descend, and eventually play had 
ge. 


to be abandoned at an interesting Score: 
Prusipent’s Team. 

M:. P, B. Clarke, b. 

Mr. A. Kingdo 

Mr. M 













Mu. Fradgeley, c. Bu 
Mi. Stewart, c. Bugts 
Mu 





Total (tor 8 wickets) 


Mi. Watt 7 

Mr. Lias 

Mr Easton E 

Mee Galt bedid wot bat, 
Mr. White 1 

Mr. Eddivon | 

Me. tewine J 

Carrain’s Tram. 





Messes. Sutter, Townend, 











rest, E. B. Clake, R. C. Bishor, 
beaud, Duff, Clayton, Healing, Garfit, H. 
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Tennant, Kilby, D. H. Blake, FE. J. Hall, W. N 
Page and A. J. D. Lloyd. 
YacuT Races. 

The yacht races aitracted a few spectators. 
The first contest, that for 39 raters, ended in 
Mary (handicap) winning the prize presented 
by the British Minister and two record points, 
Spray (club time) taking the Club’s prize and 
gaining one record point; In the 26 rater race 
the winners were: Alda/ross (handicap) prize 
presented by the British Minister and one re- 
cord point; Molly Bavwn, prize presented by 
the Club and two record points. 





Rain fell at Kobe on fuesday morning and 
spoiled the All-day cricket match, The Chro 
nicle says that in the course of the afternoon 
Mrs. J. Carey Hall, the wife of H.B.M.’s Con 
sul, assisted by the Misses Hall, entertained a 
very large company with strawberries and crean 
and other refreshments, the reception being 
held in the Gymnasium, which had heen gaily 
adorned with flags. Most of the Consuls were 
present and a number of the leading Japanese 
officials of the port. During the afternoon 
fireworks were let off. A dance followed the 
reception, Mr. Rizeti’s band providing the 
music ; and notwithstanding the gloomy pro- 
spects of the morning, her Majesty’a birthday 
was celebrated in Kobe this year with more éclat 
than usual, 








At Hakodate on the Queen’s Birthday a 
garden party was given by Mr, and Mrs. R. de 
B. Layard at the British Consulate to which all 
the British and American residents were invit- 
ed. A Japanese conjurer enlivened the early 
portion of the afternoon, to the intense delight 
and amusement of the children. He was as- 
sisted by his daughter—a veritable Salamander 
—her principle trick being the devouring of a 
pan-full of fire, After tea—Queen’s weather 
prevailing—games were played in the open and 
a pleasant afternoon was brought to a close with 
the singing of God Save the Queen.” Later 
in the evening, most of the principal Japanese 
Government officials were present at the Con- 
sulate ata dinner given in honour of the occa- 
sion. The Queen’s health was most warmly 
responded to, 











IMPERIAL DIET, 
ge 
BEGINNING THE SESSION'S WORK. 

The Impetial Japanese Diet gets to work very 
deliberately, There is # routine that can not 
be dispensed with or departed from. One 
day is devoted to dividing the Houses into sec- 
tions and choosing section leaders, Another 
day is given to the election of the President and 
Vice-President of the Lower House—these 
officials are Imperial nominees in the Upper 
House; a third, to the ceremony of official 
opening ; a fourth, to the election of standing 
committees and chairmen of committees, and 
not until the fifth day docs the business of 
legislation really begin. "On the present occa- 
sion a day intervened between the choice of pre- 
siding officers and the official opening, so that 
the real work of the session did not commence 
until the 21st instant, 


HOUSE OF PEERS. 

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 

In the House of Peers, on the 2oth instant, 
Prince Tokugawa (Katatsn) was elected Chair- 
man of the Committee of the Whole House, by 
137 votes, the other candidate, Viscount Tan 
who held the position last session, polling only 
71 votes. Inthe House of Representatives, on 
the same day, two elections had to be held, no 
candidate having obtained a plurality of the 
members present at the first ballot. Mr. Kume 
Taminosuke, a politician who has not yet 
achieved any reputation, obtained 130 votes 
in the first section, 114 being cast for Mr. 
Kado Kokan, a well-known — Progressist, 
member for the second electoral district 
of Aomori Prefecture. Scattering votes for wo 
or three other candidates rendered the result 
abortive, and on a second ballot being taken, 
Mr. Kudo obtained 141 votes against M 














Kume’s 129. The former was, therefore, elect- 
ed. Mr. Kume is an Independent, Neither 
the Liberals nor the National Unionists put for- 
ward any candidate for this post. 

NW BILLS. 

Under ordinary circumstances the House of 
Peets would have risen after the election of the 
Chairman of the Whole, and of the various 
standing committees, bat in consideration of 
the shortness of the session and quantity of 
business to be discharged, the first readings of 
saverul bills were at once proceeded with. They 
were :— 

A Bill embodying the remaining portion of 
the amended Commercial (‘ode :—The Minister 
of State for Justice introduced this Bill, ex 
plaining that the Code had been under revision 
since 1893, and that it wouid have been sub- 
mitted to the Diet last session bad not the 
House of Representatives been dissolved. 

A Bill relating to the Registration of Immov- 
able Property :—The Government Delegate, 
Mr. Takagi, explained that this Bill was con- 
nected with the parts of the Civil Code which 
had been revised and submitted to the Lower 
House. 

A Bill embodying the Law of Naturalization 
(Koduseki.ho):—There has not hitherto been 
any law regulating the general question of 
naturalization in Japan, but in view of the 
opening of the whole country and the abolition 
of Consular Jurisdiction, it becomes necessary 
that legislation should be directed to this sub- 
ject. The Government Delegate, Mr, Ume 
Kenjiro, explained these facts, and the Bull, 
which is a somewhat lengthy measure of 28 
articles, was handed to a special committee, as 
were the (wo preceding bills, 








On the 21st May both Houses met for 


legislative work. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
COMMURCIAL cop. 

In the House of Peers two Bills relating to 
banks were read for the first time and handed 
to the Special Committee already appointed for 
the purpose of investigating and reporting on 
the revised Commercial Code. The first of 
these Bills was for amending a portion of the 
Bank Regulations so as to bring them into 
accord with the provisions of the Commercial 
Code ; the second was for abolishing the Law 
for the Amalgamation of Banks. This Law 
was enacted originally for the purpose of im- 
proving the credit of banks by enabling them to 
combine so as to command larger capital, but 
asmuch as provisions in that sense ate con- 
tained in the revised Commercial Code, the 
Law becomes necessary. 














NATURALIZATION LAW. 
The third Bill on the Order was a measure 
for amending the regulations (Notification No, 
103 of 1873) with reference to marriages 
between foreigners and Japanese so as to bring 
them into accord with the new Naturalization 
Law, which bad been mitted to the House 
the preceding day. The Bill was therefore 
handed to the Special Committee already ap- 
pointed to report on the Naturalization Law. 
INDUSTRIAL BANK. 

A Government Bill was then read and handed 
to a Special mittee, entitled ‘Law for 
amending the Industrial Bank Regulations.” 
Its purpose was to enable the directors of the 
Industrial Bank to deposit the Bank’s reserve 
funds in any ather bank offering a good rate of 
interest, and uot necessarily in the Bank of 
Japan, as has hitherto been the rule; the ap- 
proval of the Minister of Finance to be obtained 
prior to such deposit. The Law further provided 
that the face value of the Industrial Bank's 
shares might be reduced from 50 yen to 30 yen, 
the object of the reduction being to bring tha 
shares within reach of the lower orders, so as 
to collect and render serviceable for the pur- 
poses of productive enterprise money now cit 
culating among the consuming classes. 

CARRYING OF LETHAL WHAPONS. 
The last measure on the Order was a Bill 
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~! seeking post-faco approval for Ordinance No. 


vigtized ty GOOgle 


21, issued on February 20th of the current 
year, forbidding the carrying of lethal weapons 
of any kind by persons engaged in canvassing 
in elections. | The Minister of State for Home 
Affairs introduced the Bill in a speech of some 
length. He explained that experience had 
proved the necessity of such a measure. He 
had been found impossible to efliciently protect 
life and limb during the passion and excitement 
of electioneeting campaigns if people were 
allowed to carry weapons. The police records 
of the various elections showed very conclusive- 
ly that by issuing the above Notification on the 
eve of the last elections, a considerable dimi- 
nution in-crimes of violence had been effected. 
For example :— 











No. of No. of Violent 
Killed, Wounded. Act: 








Elections of February 1892 25. 380 — 
Elections of March 1894... = 1252271 
Elections of September 1894 1 - 85 115, 
Elections of March 1898... «1 34 





The figures seemed to justify the Government's 
recourse to such a veto, and the Minister 
invited the House to endorse it. The Bill was 
handed to a Special Committee. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House of Representatives, having 
assembled ata few minutes past 1 o'clock on 
2rstin., was obliged, before commencing legisla. 
tive work, to listen to long speeches by mem- 
bers presenting Questions to the Government, 
There were two seis of Questions, both relating 
to foreign affairs, One set emanated from 
the Liberal Party, and catried the signatures 
of 42 members; the other came from the 
Progressists and had 107 names, 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr, Shigeoka Kungoro acted as spokes. 
man tor the 42 Liberal questioners. He delivered 
a long and wearisome oration, the Questions 
propounded being five, namely :— 

1, Did the Government take any diplomatic 
action with regard to the leasing of Kiao-chou by 
Getmany or of Talien and Port Arthur by Rus: 
sia? If so, what was that action? If not, why 
not? 

2. Had the Gavernment held any pourparlers, 
opened any negotiations, or arrived at any unde 
standing with Great Britain concerning the latter’s 
leasing of Wei-hai-wei. 

3- What policy did the Government intend to 
pursue towards China with a view of maintaining 
tranquillity and the balance of Power in the 
Orient? 

4. What measures were to be adopted with 
regard to the Shashi affair? 

5. In what condition are the negotiations on the 
subject of the Hawaiian complication ? 

JAPAN'S POLICY TOWARDS CHINA. 

Mr. Shigeoka, explaining these Questions, 
disavowed all desire to import party politics into 
the discussion, and declared that the sole pur- 
pose contemplated by himself and his colleagues 
was to unite the nation on intelligent lines so 
that its support might be extended to the Go- 
vernment. Summarized into the briefest pos- 
sible compass, his points were ‘that Germany’s 
action in Shantung had differed essentially from 
the precedents furnished by other civilized 
Powers under similar circumstances in dealing 
with China, and that the latter, recognising the 
unwarrantable character of the procedure adopt- 
ed towards her, had held out for three months 
before reluctantly agreeing to grant the con- 
cessions asked for. England, too, had plainly 
evinced her dislike of Germany's doings. Had 
any attempt been made by Japan to utilize the 
mood of the two Powers? It was difficult to 
avoid the conclusion thatsome secret underatand- 
ing had existed between Germany and Russia 
on that occasion. (This point was elaborated 
at some length, but nothing worthy of reproduc- 
tion was said). Had Germany given any notice 
(o Japan of her intentions in Shantang, and 
of the opening of Kiaochon to trade, and had 
Japan made any reply? Passing on to the 
action of Russia in Liaotung, the speaker 
insisted that there had been no mystery about 
the great Northern Power's intentions ; that her 
eyes had evidently been fixed for some time on 
Port Arthur, and that no one need have been 









































taken by surprise when she finally laid hands on 
Liaotung. It was true that she had nominally 
dr i 
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leased the places in question, but th 
between such a method of acquisition and 
actual annexation was infinitesim: The 
Government would have been perfectly justified 
in pointing out to Russia that she was 
following in Liaotung the very course wi 
she had denounced, when followed by Japan, 
as fatal to the maintenance of peace in the 
East. Had any representation been made in 
that sense? There was no desire to press un- 
duly for information, but the Government could 
scarcely leave the country ignorant upon all 
these points. Concerning Wei-hai-wei, the 
people wanted to know whether any under- 
standing had been arrived at with Great 
Britain, or whether the place had been eva- 
cnated withont any consideration for the 
future. Another subject of great importance 
was the policy to be adopted towards China. 
Was it to be a policy pointing to the pre- 
servation of the Middle Kingdom's integrity 
or independence, or was it to be policy, based 
on the assumption of Chin: disruption ? 
With regard to Shashi, the speaker explained 
that, while sympathising with China and de- 
Precating any harsh attitude towards her, it was 
felt that fitting reparation must be sought; and 
with regard to Hawaii, he insisted that the 
country had not lost sight of the affair of last 
year, though it seemed to have passed out of 
the field of practical politics. 
THE POWERS AND JAPAN. 


The second series of Questions, presented 
by the Progressisis, were these :— 


1. When Japan, in deference to the repres 
ations of the thtee Powers, Russia, Germany, 
Fiance, retsoceded the 
her other tevvitorial acquisiti 
way “hip: engagedicnt abtsined from the. (hice 
Powers that they would neither seize not acquire 
Ly lease any part of the districts concerned ? 

2, In connexion with the fact that Russia has 
(only leased Port Acthue and Talien from 
but has also obtained various other cou 
Cessions with regard to military matters, tailways 
and mines, what steps have been taken by the 
Japanese Government? 

3. In connexion with the fact that Germany, 
Fiance, and England have obtained numerous 
concessions from China and are seeking to obtain 
others, what has the Japanese Government done? 

4. With reference to the relations that have 
arisen between Western Powers and China, what 

asthe Japanese Gavi adopted 
the status quo in the Orient, to pre- 
’y prestige, aud to promote her inter- 
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Mr, Ozaki Yukio introduced these Questions 
in a speech moderate in tone and very different 
from his habitually fervid utterances. He pro- 
fessed to be merely seeking information, and 
he referred at some length to the statements 
made from time to time by the British Govern- 
ment as showing that the secrecy observed by 
the Japanese Government was excessive. In 
view of the brief duration of the present session, 
he expressed a hope that the usual delay would 
not intervene before a reply was given to the 
Questions, 

Various Government Bills were then read for 
the first time. 

NEW SILK BOUNTY REPRAL BILL. 

The first was Bill for rescinding the Law 
for Encouraging the Direct Export of Silk. 
Concerning this, the Government Delegate ex 
plained that experience had shown the measure 
to be more likely to defeat than to promote the 
purpose for which it had been enacted, namely, 
the development of the silk-export trade, since 
ithad provoked foreign states to impose addi- 
tional duties on the Japanese staple. 

This explanation called up Mr. Kudo Kokan, 
He made no effort to oppose the Bill on its 
merits, but he contended that, while foreign 
Powers resisted strenuously any allempt on 
Japan's part to tax their manufactures or pro- 
ductions, they did not hesitate themselves to 
impose what duties they pleased on her pro- 
ductions and manufactures, and he wished to 
know whether any representation in that sense 
had been made to them, 

A Progressist member asked how it happen- 
ed that the present Minister and Vice-Minister 
of Agriculture and Commerce 








Government Delegates when the Law was en- 
acted, were now in favour of rescinding a 
measure which they had then advocated. 

Mr. Kaneko Keutaro, Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce, replied that the House itself 
was largely responsible for the measure. It had 
been brought forward time and again, and the 
Government had finally adopted it, not fore- 
seeing the injarions retaliation that it would pro- 
voke. He did not wish to lay the whole blame 
on the House: the Government must bear its 
share. But it was just to recall the fact that 
the “business men” and the High Industrial 
Council had approved the Law at the time of 
ite enactment, 

After a brief discussion, the House dispensed 
with the Regular routine of procedure and res- 
cinded the Law at once. 

NEW BILLS. 

The following Bills were then read and hand- 
ed to special committees :— 

A Bill for amending the Rules of Legal Pro- 
cede, 

ill embodying Section IV. and V. (1,146 arti- 
cles) of the tevised Civil Code. 


A Bill telating to the Operation of the Civil 
Code. 


A Bill relating to Census Registiation, 
jor veducing the exchange period of silver 
ey coins to July 3131, 1898. 

A Bill for limiting to the end of 1899 the period 


of circulation of Exchangeable notes, 




















Varions minor measures. 


MONDAY, MAY 23RD. 
HOUSE OF PRERS. 

The House of Peers met at 10.10 a.m., and 
after some business of a personal character, 
proceeded to the first reading of various Bills, 

NEW BILLS. 

A Bill relating to the operation of the Com 
mercial Code and a Bill for the better regulation 
of the management of secutities in connexion 
with law-suits were entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee, 

PROMOTION OF ATHLETICS. 

Viscount Okabe, Governor of Tokyo, and 
other members, introduced a Representation 
relating to the promotion of athletics and phy- 
sical development’ in general. Mr. Kubota 
Yuzurnw introduced the Representation in an 
eloquent addiess of some length. After dwell- 
ing on the general advantages of a good phy- 
sique, and its importance to persons engaged in 
the keen competition of modern times, he pro- 
ceeded to show that, whatever progress the 
people of Japan might be making. scientifically 
and morally, they were actually retrograding in 
point of phys que. In support of this statement 
he produced several tables, One embodied the 
result of investigations into the weight of re- 
cruits joining the Colours, An examination of 
568 men made in 1883 showed that their aver- 
age weight was 15 Awan 687 me, whereas an 
examination of 4,114 made in 1892 gave an 
average of 15 éwan 172 me. There was a 
diminution of 515 me in 25 years. One result 
of that kind could not, of course, be adduced 
as conclusive proof. But the figures relating to 
the various schools left no room whatever for 
doubt. It was bad enough to know that when 
the youths of the country presented themselves 
yearly for conscription, only 20 per cent. were 
found fit to be placed in the first class and 
ouly 12 in the second, the remainder all falling 
into the third grade, that is to say, the grade of 
the unsound, Not one-third of the rising gene- 
ration fit to bear arms was a record alarming 
enough, Turning to the schools, however, still 
greater cause for uneasiness presented itself. 
Everybody tecognised ihe characteristic ap: 
pearance of the Japanese student, a thin, pigeon 
breasted, spectacled, pallid youth, without any 
symptom of vigour or energy. They would be 
prepared to learn, therefore, that among the 
lads in the Middle Schools only 31 per cent. 
were in a really sound state of health. Thirty- 
six per cent, were more or less ailing, and 23 
per cent, were absolutely unhealthy. No less 
than 54 per cent. were short-sighted, and this 
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last figure became still worse when the returns 
or the Colleges of the Imperial University were 


consulted, as it was thus found that 63 per cent. 
of ihe stadents had defective vision. He pro- 
duced a table embodying the resulls of investi- 
gations into the condition of the youths in these 
colleges—youths from 24 to 25 years of age, 
who onght to be in rude health, puuing up 
strength and muscle daily. The table showed 
that whereas the weight of these young men at 
the time of entering college averaged 13 Awan 
942 me. three years later it averaged only 13 
Awan 726 me. Daring that interval they in- 
creased in height from an average of 5.25 fl. to 
5.29 ft. Other figures relating to their physical 
condition were equally unfavourable. Their 
strength of grip (akuryoku) on entering Col- 





lege was measured by 9.576, and three 
years later it was shown to have fallen 
to 8.592. Their chest measurement, which 


on entering was 27.7 inches, averaged only 
27.5 three years atterwards, the correspond- 
ing figures for their lung capacity were 128,151 
and 127.397. With girls the case was siill 
worse. [il health was the normal condition of 
the Japanese school going gitl. Her feet were 
perpetually cold. She became round-shoulder- 











ed, lost all energy, grew nervous, and gradually 
developed short sight. It was all very well to 
talk of an army of five hundred thousand men, 
a fleet of two hundred thousand tons, and an 

educational system including twenty-five thou- 
sand schools attended by over four million 
students, What was the nse of such things if 
the physique of the nation was gradually de- 
lerivrating ?- What was the use of schools that 
made weaklings of the lads who were to man 
the army and navy, and invalids of the gitls who 
were to be the mothers of the next generation ? 
The speaker pointed to England, where physical 
exercise occupied such a large share of the 
national attention, and asked whether there 
could be any doubt that the place won by 
Englishmen in the world was due in great part 
to the moral vigour and elasticity resulting from 
the splendid physique of British men and British 
women. He spoke of the horse-taces, the boat- 
races, the base-ball, the foot-ball, the cticket, 
the lawn tennis, and so on in England, and he 
described the keen national interest aroused by 
an event like the Oxford and Cambridge boat- 
race, when all London flocked to the banks of the 
Thames and the streets of the great city became 
deserted. Contrast that with the apathetic 
mood of Tokyo when University ot high-school 
hoat-races took place on the Sumida, Truly in 
Japan men went about athletic exercises by 
stealth, as if there was something to be ashamed 
of, and he doubted much whether more than 
half-a-dozen of the members he was addressing 
had ever visited a regatta. on the Sumida. 
Having then met and fully refuted the appre- 
hensions expressed in some quarters that lo 
pay large atlention to physical development 
meant the growth of rough manners and the 
gradual preponderance of the brute element of 
human nature, he passed on to speak of the 
magnificent athletic organizations in Germany 
aud the United States, and then gave a detail- 
ed account of the Physical ‘Training Society of 
Japan, which is under the Presidency of Prince 
Arisugawa, has many eminent names ameng 
its promoters, and musters 15,000 members. 
His contention was that the readiest and sim- 
plest way to further the purpose contemplated 
by himself and his fellow-thinkers was for the 
Government to make a substantial grant in aid 
of the Society, and be put the figure at 150.000 
or 200,000 yen yearly. O-her measures also 
should be adopted, but the Society might be 
the first. 














The Minister of State for Education, incited 
by Baron Date to express his opinion, spoke 
briefly in favour of the Representation, He 
himself had always attached the greatest im- 
portance to physical development, and he 
entirely agreed with Mr. Kubota that games 
Inke base-ball, tennis, and so forth were far 
better for lads than such pastimes as cards 
and go. In answer to Dr. Takagi, he said that 


the step taken by the Department of Education 
some years ago in abolishing the gymnasinm 
supported by it had not been approved by him. 





Takagi spoke at some 
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length in favour of the Representation, He 
admitted that statistics were not fully trust. 
but they were all that investigators had 
to guide them at present. He leamed from 
statistics that in the interval between 1887 and 
1893, the death rate had increased by 6.8 per 
d it appeared that the increase was 
rely among school children, The 
reason was undoubtedly to be soughtin the fact 
physical development was relegated to a 
wholly inferior place, and paramount attention 
was given to brain culture. He learned from 
the records that only 3 hours a week were 
allotted to gymnastic exercises, whereas the 
hours of study were 36, and he had no hesitation 
in saying that the lowest ratio should 
be t to 6, namely, 6 hours’ gymnastics and 36 
hours’ study, or 5 hours’ gymnastics and 30 
hours’ study. Of equal importance, however, 
was the question of diet. Mr. Kubota had 
showed from the returns that the weight of the 
country’s soldiers was diminishing. ‘The very 
opposite was ire of the sailors. There must be 
some discoverable canse of difference. He 
believed it to be the superior diet given to men 
in the Navy. Turning to the schools, he found 
that the majority of deaths among graduates 
took place within the ten months immediately 
after leaving school. If they survived that in 
terval, they gradually grew strong. In fact, it 
might truly be said that schools were nurseries 
of disease, and that to send a lad to school was 
lke writing his name on the death-roll of a 
temple. He therefore supported the Represent. 
ation most heartily. Apart from the steps pro- 
posed by the introducer, measures should be 
taken to establish gymnasia where lads conld 
attend after they left school, Farther, the pre- 
sent method of constructing public parks should 
be radically changed. Nothing except the 
pleasure of the eye seemed to have been thought 
of in laying them, Tere were artificial mounds, 
crooked litile paths, patches of azalea, rockeries, 
and ponds, but if lads came to Jook for a 
place where they could play foot ball, base 
ball, or tennis, they searched in vain. The 
public parks should be useful as well as orna- 
mental, An exiensive area remained available 
at Hibiya, but it was gradually being encroach- 
ed upon, He hoped that it would be laid out 
in the sense indicated by him, before its dimen- 
sions had become tov small. He concluded 
with an eloquent appeal in behalf of a reform 
which really concerned the best interests of the 
nation. 

Mr, Kubota desired to correct a misapprehen- 
sion. Dr. Takagi had spoken of the men in 
the Navy, and had said that they increased in 
weight dur ervice, whereas, according to 
the speaker—Mr. Kunbota—men in the Army 
lost weight. He (Mr, Kubota) had net said so. 
He had spoken of the comparative weights of 
recruits j: the Army. It was a well-known 
fact that alter recruits joined the Colours, the 
good food they received and the regular lives 
they led had the effect of greatly increasing 
their weight, 

After some further debate the Representation 
was adopted. 

REPEAL OF THE SILK BOUNTY LAW. 

The Bill for Rescinding the Law for Encour- 
aging the Direct Export of Silk, sent up from 
the Lower House, was then taken as an urgency 
measure, 

Mr. Kaneko Ketitaro, Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Commerce, appreciated that 
the House must experience some surprise with 
reference to this Bill. The measure had been 
introduced by the Government in the session of 
1896-7 ; had been passed by both Houses, and 
had been put into operation from Apzril rst; 
yet now, in May, they were invited, as a matter 
of urgency, to rescind it, The fact was that the 
principle of providing public aid in the manner 
provided by the Law had been advocated in 
session after session of the Diet; had been made 
the subject of petitions and memorials to the 
Government, and had been endorsed by the 
Rreat majority of sericulturists. The Govern. 
menthad at Jast taken up the matter, but, before 
pledging itself to any course, had songlit the 
advice of the High Council of Agriculture and 
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Commerce, and consulted the views of experts 
familiar with the conditons of the foreign 
matkets. Finding unanimity of approval, the 
Authorities had finally drafted the Taw and 
submitted it for the Diet’s approval, But itap 
peared that one result of the war with China 
had been to greatly accentuate the attention paid 
to Japs affairs by foreign countries and to 
the possibilities of her competition in industrial 
and commercial fields. No sooner did news 
of the new Law reach France and America 
than steps were taken (o counterbalance the 
advantage which the bounty might confer on 
Japanese silk by imposing corresponding, 
or more than corresponding, import dut 

That meant, of course, that the bounties paid 
ont of taxes collected from the people of 
Japan would go imo the pockets of foreign 
Governments, and no encouragement whatever 
would be given to the improvement of seri- 
culture in Japan or the development of the 
staple’s export. Hence the bounty Law became 
a wasteful and mischievous measure, and the 
Government had no choice but to ask for its 
immediate abolition 

Mr. Kubota disclaimed any competence to 
discuss a matter connected with sericuliure or 
the silk trade, but it seemed to him that where 
the chief staple of Japanese export was con- 
cerned, the Government must have exercised 
the utmost care before embarking upon legisla- 
tion. Had it not been foreseen that the effect 
of the Law upon foreign Administrations would 
be what it had proved to be? — Again, while he 
fally understood that in framing the Taw the 
et had acted in accordance with Repre- 
sentations from the Lower House, with petitions 
from sericulturists, and with the advice of ex- 
perts as well as of the High Council of Agricul: 
ture and Commerce, he desired to know whe. 
ther the opinion of the Council had been sought 
before intoducing this proposal to rescind the 
Law. 

Mr. Kaneko replied that no means had been 
neglected to ascertain the probable effect of the 
Law, Expert opinion had been consulted 
wherever available, and the Japanese Consuls 
in Europe and America had been asked to ex- 
press an opinion, In fact, the matter had been 
upon the fepés since 1890, and not only had 
the project received general approval, but, 
though frequently mentioned in the columns of 
the press, it had failed to elicit any hostile criti- 
cism or indications of dissent in foreign coun 
tries. There had, therefore, been no reason to 
anticipate the opposition ultimately evoked by 
the Law, nor was it likely that such opposition 
would have been experienced had not Japan's 
position in the world been so greatly altered by 
the war of 1894-5. Concerning Mr, Kubota’s 
second question, the High Couneil had not 
been consulted, as it had not yet commenced ils 
siltings this year. 

Some discussion ensued, but the Bill was 
finally carried through all its readings and the 
House rose at 1.42 p.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House of Representatives met at 109 

p.m, 























QUESTIONS OF FINANCE, ETC. 

Before proceeding to the Order of the Day. 
Mr. Kato Masanosuke (Progressis!) presented 
the following Questions :— 

1, In consequence of the post-bellum programme 
adopted by the Government, involving laige ex- 
pansion of the public finances and encouragement 
of industrial enterprise, the money matket was 
much d the capacity of the nation 
for productive undertakings threatens to he great 
ly impaired. What remedial measures ate c 
templated by the Governmem? 

2. Among the works included in the post-bellum 
programme were included the construction 0 
railways, the extension of telephones tele. 
giaphs, the improvement of harbours, and other 
undertakings, all of an urgently necessary charace 
ter, The expenditures involved in carrying out 
these works were to have Leen defrayed by means 
of domestic loans which can not be fuated under 
existing circumstances. What steps does the 
Government contemplate for obtaining funds ? 

3. To what purposes does the Government ins 
lend to apply the portions of the Chinese Indem- 
nity that have not yet been appropriated for 
special objects? 
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4. Le was understood that the Gover 
adopted a fixed programme of post bellum exp 
dintes spread over a periad of 10 yeas. I 
apparenily the programme has been charges 
the sense of greatly reducing the sum to be exe 
pended in the presen A detailed explana 
tion of this point is 

5. It is stated that the Gavernment has sube 
scitbed for two willion pounds sterling of the 
1 effecied, aud what 
Dues the Gover it 
dew existing financial circum 
stances the country is in a position to take such a 
step? 

Another Question was presented by Mr. 
O:ake Kwanichi (Progressist).— 

‘The former Cabinet considered that the pr 
lege guaranteed to the Judiciary by the secard 
clause of the 58:h article of the Coustiturion does 
hot apply to Formosa, Ls that view: maintained 
by the present Cabinet also? 

Mr. Ebara Soroku (Libera!) presented the 
following Question -— 

The investigation of the national resources is of 
prime importance and constitutes a public duty. 


Tt is understood that im Western countries: 
have made arrangements ta catty out such a work. 


















































in the year 1900. Moreover, Represen 
Ted Is necessity were presented to the Governs 
ment by the Diet in ity tenth session, Has the 





Government adopted any measure to that end? 

Mr. Kato spoke at length in explanation of 
his Questions, His argument amounted to a 
contention that with interest at its present rate 
not only were new entetprises out of the ques- 
tion, but also many of those already started 
must be abandoned ; that the fault lay primati- 
ly with the Government for encouraging the 
spirit which bad produced this state of affaits ; 
that the introduction of foreign capital was the 
only feasible remedy; that the Government 
must either help the people to obtain foreign 
capital by pledging the credit of the state on 
their behalf or by taking steps to raise a foreign 
loan, and that no reason whatever existed to 
shrink from the introduction of foreign capital, 
since the resulting development of the country’s 
resources would provide ample means for dis- 
charging the debt in a very short time. 

Mr. Otake explained his Question. It refer- 
red, of course, to the case of Judge Takano, 
who had been arbitrarily removed from the 
bench in Formosa, The explanation, though 
of considerable length, amounted simply to «n 
accusation that the Matsukata Cabinet had failed 
to recognise the binding nature of the Constitu- 
tion, It was not to be supposed that a Cabinet 
headed by Marquis Ito, the framer of the Con- 
stitution, would endorse such procedure. 





NEW BILLS. 

The following Bills were then read for the first 
time and handed to Special Committees :— 

Bill relating-to commodities shipped at special 
ports of export. The object of this measure is 
to empower the Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs to permit the shipment of articles from 
special ports in addition to the commodities 
already fixed by regulation. 

Bill for adding 6,500,000 yen to the Public 
Undertakings Loau (135 millions) in con- 
sequence of enlarging the programme of the 
Iron Foundry. 

Bill for permitting the temporary appropria- 
of the Indemnity to purposes of railway con- 
struction and public undertakings for which, 
according to the original programme, funds 
would have been obtained by floating domestic 
loans, 

Bills relating to procedure in certain classes 
of civil suits, anda Bill providing that lands 
devastated by the floods of 1897 shall be ex- 
empted from taxes for one year, 

Bill for amending the Law of Registration. 

Bills relating to the system of City Goverti= 
ment. 














PROMOTION OF 
The House 


ATHLETICS. 
adopted a Representation in 


favour of subsidizing the Physical Training 
Society, after listening to 2 speech of some 
length from its introducer, Mr. Komuro, who 
employed arguments similar to those used by 
Mr. Kubota in the Upper House, 
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TUESDAY, 24TH MAY. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
THE NATURALIZATION LAW. 

The House met at 10.12 a.m. and look the 
Special Committee’s Report on the Naturaliza- 
tion Law. 

Viscount Tani, Chairman of the Special Com- 
mittee, said that he could not venture to offer 
any explicit report on the Bill, his legal know- 
ledge not being sufficient. The Committee, 
however, had addressed many questions to the 
Government Delegate and had decided to re- 
commend the Bill for adoption asit stood. He 
begged the House also to refer for information 
to the Government Delegate, 

Various questions having been asked and 
answered, the Second Reading was voted 
unanimously, 

INDUSTRIAL BANK REGULATIONS. 

The Bill for amending a part of the Indust- 
rial Bank Regulations was then passed through 
its Second and Third Readings, and the House 
rose at 11.56 a.m, 


WEDNESDAY, 25TH MAY. 
THE NATURALIZATION LAW. 

The House of Peers met at 10.15 a.m. and 
proceeded at once with the Second Reading of 
the Naturalization Law. Several members, 
however, expressed dissatisfaction with the Law 
fas it stood, and after a somewhat noisy discus- 
sion, il was decided to re-commit the Law for 
further examination by the Special Committee. 

NRW BILLS, 

A Government Bill (Sempahu-ho) was then 
read defining the term “Japanese ship” and 
setting forth the rights and privileges enjoyed 
exclusively by such a vessel; as was also an- 
other Bill (Sen-in-ho) relating to the personnel 
of ** Japanese ships,” and both were handed to 
the same Special Committee, 

CARRYING LETHAL WSAFONS. 

The Bill seeking post facto approval for Im- 
perial Ordinance No, 25—forbidding the carry- 
ing of weapons by persons canvassing al 
elections—was then passed through its Second 
and Third Readings. 

HOUSK OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The House did not meet on the 24th instant, 

and assembled at r p.m, on the 25th. 
FORKIGN POLITICS. 

The President announced the receipt of 
answers from the Government to Questions pre- 
sented on the 21st instant with respect to foreign 
politics, Forthe sake of convenience, we re- 
print the Questions and append the answer: 

QUKSTIONS PROPOUNDED BY 42 LIBERALS, 

1. Did the Government take any diplomatic 
action with tegard to the leasing of Kiao-chou by 
Germany or of ‘alien and Port Acthac by Rus 
sia? Iso, what was that action? If not why 


not? 
2. Had the Gover 





























3. What policy did the Government intend to 
pursue towards China with a view of maintai 
y and the balance of Power 





Orient? ; 
4. What measures were to be adopted with 


affair P 
» are the negotiations on the 
subject of the Hawaiian complication? 
‘THR GOVBRNMANT’S ANSWERS TO THE AROVR. 
1. The Government considers that the time has 
not arrived for giving an explicit answer to this 
Question, 
2. The British Gov 
~ Japanese Gove: 


regard to the Shas 
» In what cond 













ment addressed to 
wiaquity whether the latier 
hhad any ob to Great Britain’s leasing Wei- 
hai-wei from China alter the evacuation of the 
place by the Japanese forces, and the Japanese 
replied that it had no objecti 

3. The Government considers that every effort 
should be made to assist China to maintain her 


the 





















trang tegrity. 
4. The Go: nt is now negotiating with the 
Chinese on this subject. 


5. The Governments of Hawaii and Japan 
having agreed to submit the matter to the arbitia- 
tion ofa friendly Power, steps ar being taken 


e 
to deter slo be lacey ay 54 








arbitiator, 





QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY 107 PROGKESSISTS. 

1. When Japan, in deference to the representa- 
tions of the three Powers, Russia, Germany, and 
France, tetraceded the Liaotung Peninsula and 
her other territorial acquisitions in Manchuria, 
was any engagement obtained fiom the three 
Powers that they would neither seize not acquire 
by lease any part of the districts concerned ? 

2. In connexion with the fact that Russia has 
only leased Port Arthur and Talien from 
a, but has also obtained various other con 
cessions with regard to military matters, railways 
and mines, what information has Leen received 
by the Japanese Government ? 

3. In connexion with the fact that Germany, 
France, and England have obtained numerous 
concessions from China and are seeking to obt 
others, what has the Japanese Government 
learned P 

4. With reference to the relations that have 
arisen between Western Powers and China, what 
procedure has the Japanese Government adopied 
to maintain the Status quo in the Orient, to 
preserve Japan’s prestige, and to promote her 
interests? 

THE GOVERNMENT'S ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE, 

1, There was no engagement. The reason of 
no engagements being obtained was that the cit 
cumstances of the time did not permit it. 

_2, The Government was informed by the Rus- 









































Gover that the latter had leased Port 
Arthur, 17 the adjacent territory from 
China, an Talien would be opened to foecign 
wade, It has further been learned that Russia 


has obtained the privilege of constructing a branch 
of her Trans-Asian Railway to a suitable place in 
the Liaotung Peninsula. 

3. The information obtained by the Govein- 
ment on these points does not differ materially 
feom what has been published by newspapers and 
news agencii There ace still some points not 
yet cleatly ascertained, 

4. The Government can not at 
openly the policy that it deems s 
ward to domestic and foreign cou 
interest of the empire. 

Contrary to expectation, these replies were 
received without any protest. 

FORMOSA AND THE PHILIPPINES. 

Further Questions were then submitted with 
regard to the Formosan garrison and the Philip- 
pines. Their import will be given in our next 
issue. 















Present state 
ble with re- 











NEW BILL, 
The Special Committee's Report on the Bill 
for exempting from taxation the lands used as 
ites for contagious diseases hospitals was then 
received, and the Bill was rapidly passed. 
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. 

Meanwhile the Prime Minister, accompanied 
by Marquis Saigo, Count Inouye, Viscount 
Katsura, Viscount Yoshikawa, Mr. Sone, Mr. 
Kaneko, and Baron Suyematsu, entered the 
House, and the eight Ministers of State took 
their seats on the Ministerial benches, 

The House then took the Bill for amending 
the Law of Elections, whereupon Marquis Ito 
ascended the rastrum and spoke as follows :— 

Gentirmen, I desire to make a fewremaiks 
about the Government's views with regard to 
the Bull now lying belore you for the amendment 
of the Law of Electi ‘The former House of 
Representatives having u wuately been dis: 
solved, the cabinet now in office was suddenly 
called on to succeed the former Cabinet, and fou 
that many measues of great importance had 
been interrupted, to the great disadvantage of 
the State. On entering upon my tuncti 
employed all diligence to investigate admini- 
strative affairs, and the results having been sub- 
mitted to the Diet you are no doubt fully aware 
of the importance and urgency of the business 
before you. It is unnecessary to d you 
that the passing of the Civil Code is impera 






































tively essential to the operation of the Revised 
Treaties which have been of desire 
to all classes of the natio Restora- 





tion, Farther, with vegard to financial affairs, it 
is impossible to defray the administrative ex+ 
penditwes with the income hitherto acer 
tothe Treasury, and for that reason th 
been no choice but to elaborate a scheme of 
creased taxation for which your consent is sought, 
The details of the scheme will be fully explained 
to your House and your Committee by the Minister 
of State for Finance and the officials of that Des 
partmen 

1 Government have been sought 

Bill 


The views of the 
le relerence to the ow before the House 
vending the Law of Elections. Oli’ |\gowhir\y 

































witho ience of patliamentary systems, 
great caution was exercived inal organi- 
Zation of constitutional inst ‘Only a few 
yea fe, but it is aleeady 
apparent that the present Law of Elections does 
not satisfactorily provide for the full representa- 
tion of the electors views. Hence amended 
Law has b submitted to you. It provides 
tor a considerable inciease of the number of 
lectors and a large extension of the franchise. 
The Government believes these changes to be in 
accord with the spirit of the nation. At prese 
there are only. some four hundred thousand 
franchise-holders among the forty millions of our 
country The Bill now before you will confer 
the franchise on about two millions, a five-fold 
increase. We are persuaded that this reform is 
suited to the condition of the people. ‘The Bill 
further abolishes all qualifications for candidates, 
to the end that the electorates may be able to 
exercise a wide choice in selecting their represen- 
tatives, The Government regards these revisions 
as progressive steps in the Constitutional system 
and a just increment of popular privileges. We 
further believe that simultaneously with the acqui- 
sition of these incieased privileges there devolves 
upon the people the responsibility of paying larger 
taxes, and we trust t two Bills, that for 
s and that for aug- 
2 the taxes will be passed simultaueously, 

The Premier's speech occupied some 15 
minutes in delivery and was listened to in 
profound silence, 

Mr. Ichijima asked why such important 
measures had been submitted to the Diet in 
a short extraordinary session. 

Marquis Ito replied that their speedy adoption 
was regarded as amatter of great importance. 

Mr. Haseba Tanko desired to take advant. 
age of the Premier's presence to ask questions 
about important national affairs. The President 
tuled him out of order and the Liberal members 
showed a disposition to oppose him, but he 
insisted th: Marquis Ito had referred to 
foreign affairs, he was entitled to ask about 
them, His question was whether it was true 
that when Russia intimated her intention last 
March about Korea and the Liaotung Peninsula, 
Marquis Ito had signified his assent, 

Marquis Ito smilingly replied :—“ There was 
nothing of the kind, I think.” 

Mr. Haseba said that he should make a 
statement to the House on the subject by and 
by. 


















































































iwada Moribumi gathered from the 
Premier's speech that the Bills for increasing 
the taxes and amending the Law of Elections 
were correlated. Was the House to understand 
that unless it passed the Taxation Bill, the 
Election Bill would be withdrawn? 

Mr. Otake Kunichi said that the last Ito 
Cabinet, preiexting post-bellum works, had sub- 
mitted to the Diet in its ninth session a measure 
for increased taxation, and now within the brief 
space of three years, another Ito Cabinet pre- 
sented another proposal for increased taxation, 
These proceedings seemed most itresponsib 
Did the Government recognise that its orig’ 
calculations had proved defective? 

Marquis Ito replied that the financial situ 
tion would be fully explained by the officials 
concerned, but Mr. Ouke declined to accept 
that reply, and demanded to be informed whe- 
ther, in the event of the House’s passing the 
Taxation Bill, the Government would under- 
take not to propose any further increase of 
taxation in the future, 

Marquis Ito replied that no engagement could 
be given about the future, 

Two or three other questions were asked by 
Progressist members and answered, after which 
the Ministers withdrew from the House, 

HANDING TO COMMITTEES. 

The Bill for amending the Law of Elections 
was then handed to a Special Committee of 27, 
nominated by the President, 

The House then handed to a Special Com- 
mittee the Bill relating to Public Sales; voted 
for the Second Reading of a Bill introduced by 
Mr. Kudo Kokun for amending the Law of 
Public Meeting and Political Associations ; and 
passed a Bill for abolishing the Peace Preserva- 
tion Regulations and a Representation urging 
the abolition of the Law of Premonition. 

Afieriransacting some further busiuess the 
H duige (rhe fit |4| pra) 
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FAPANESE WOMEN” 
: reies 
REPORT ON THEIR CONDITION AND PRO- 
GRESS DURING THE PAST FOUR HUNDRED 


YEARS. 


INTRODUCTION. 

It is asserted as a fact and with some pro- 
bability that when Columbus started out in 
search of new lands, and was nearing the great 
continent whose four handredth birthday is be- 
ing celebrated, he had in mind not America, 
but a country lying to the East.of Asia, whose 
fame had reached him from Marco Polo. T' 
land Fipangu, for so it was then called, und 
covered by Columbus, remained hidden for 
nearly the whole four hundred years wiib its 
long sleep undisturbed. It is barely forty years 
since it awakened to find itself, like the Rip 
Van Winkle of old, in a world changed beyond 
recognition, and it has been with bewildered 
eyes that it has observed the progress of 
Western nations. yi 

It is needless to repeat here what every one 
well knows, the story of the opening of Japan 
by Commodore Perry in 1854. The incoming 
of the foreign elementand the political compli- 
cations it caused hastened on an inevitable 
revolution which took place in 1868, one of the 
greatest that has ever occurred in Japan or“in 
any country, and the more famous since it was 
almost without bloodshed, Then it was that 
the true Mikado, the blood descendant of one 
hundred and twenty-two Emperors, took up his 
perogatives, and, regaining the real as well ag the 
nominal power of sovereignty, assumed the 
actual sway of the government which had fallen 
into the hands of powerful nobles, and for two 
hundsed and seventy years had been held by 
the great Tokugawa Shoguns (Tycoons). The 
world ia well aware that since that time il has 
been with a blind haste aud hurried steps that 
Japan has striven to catch up in the progress of 
civilization. That she has done so with f 
success, I think can not be denied. The 
changes which have shown themselves in every 
quarter of our country the past forty years have 
by no means been limited to one sex. The 
women of Japan, thongh not so rapidly nor in 
the same degree asthe men, have nevertheless 
passed ont from the middle ages to modern life 
and civilization during these few years. This 
has been a necessary effect ot the change of sur- 
rounding circumstances, but its ill remains to 
be seen how far our women will go on beyond 
the mere outward progress hitherto made, and 
will themselves pave the way for further advan- 
cement intellectually and morally. It is not 
possible that an that has seen so much ad- 
vance will end as it is at present. 

In giving an account of women for the past 
four hundred yeara in Japan, it will be neces- 
sary first to briefly sketch the women of Old 
Japan, whose condition barely changed, much 
less progressed, during the past centuries, and 
then to compare them with the very different 







































women of modern times. It is my task to touch 
on @ revolution, not of government, but of so- 
ciety, a sudden uprooting of old ideas, preju 
dices, and customs, many of which yet remain 
to be replaced,—an upheaval which has not 
settled down to show us exactly what the 
women of our country are capable of, what they 
will desire to do, or whatthey will be permitted 
bythe men to do. It is therefore no easy task to 
give a true estimate of the present condition of 
women in Japan and of the place they occupy, 
since every year and month brings important 
changes, and customs varying with almost each 
family give no clue to the state of things that 
have been, or to those that are to be. 

The women of old Japan atthe worst, how- 











* This seport was piepared fo: the Columbian 
Exposition of 1894 by Miss Tsuda Sen, a Japan 
ese lady well known in educational circles. It 
was not published, howeve:, owing to a change of 
p ogramme, and we are pleased to be able to lay 
it before ou: -eade s, fo: it i- the on'y essay, we 
be'eve, hithe'o pub‘ished ab ut Japanese wo 
men by a Japanese womsn. It is entirely fr 


Miss Tsuba’s hand. “The Engtish CG own 


the ideas ave her owme-Ep, FM, 








ever, always enjoyed freedom and respect im- 
measutably above their Asiatic sisters, and always 
held a position unique in the East. History, as 
far back asit goes, has given an honourable place 
to women, ‘Ihe wives and mothers of the Em- 
perors are carefully mentioned in the records, and 
they played no unimportant part in the old lile. 
Even passing backward into the age of myths, 
we read that at the beginning there were two 
beings who sprang into existence, a God anda 
Goddess, equal in power and distinction. They 
represented the male and female elements, and 
from them it is believed camethe Japanese rulers. 
In those early ages, strange to say, there seems 
to have been no feeling making the male the 
respected, and the female the despised sex—an 
idea which is entirely foreigu to Japanese soil. 
very clear how widely this differs from the 
attitude of other Asiatic countries toward wo- 
man. The old ideas regarding woman were 
enlightened ones, and outside influences have 
only tended to lower the old standard. Budd- 
hism from India, aud still more the precepts of 
Confucius from China, and the introduction of 
Chinese manners have caused the subjection of 
women, and yet in spite of all these foreign in- 
novations, the Japanese women have never at 
anytime become degraded nor despised, but 
have time and again risen above the in- 
ferior position” assigned them by custom 
and the teaching of the philosophers. The 
women of ancient Japan, before this foreign 
influence was strongly felt, presented an almost 
unprecedented example to the whole world, 
Nine Empresses have ruled in their own right, 
A woman was the first historian} © Art- 
ists of rare skill and scholarship may be counted 
among the sex, and, strange as it may sound, 
the greatest of the classic writings are from 
their hands, In administration, 
Empresses, as Regents, as Dowager. 
as court ladies in political intrigues ; as religi- 
ous devotees, even on the battlefield, women 
have played a conspicuous part in the ancient 
life as it s down to usin history, literature, 
and tradition, In the tenth and eleventh cen- 
turies, at the Imperial court of Kyoto, and amid 
the luxuries and splendours of those days, we 
may picture women playing an important part 
in the life of the times, and often with a secret 
and unseen hand they have been the movers 
in intrigues and conspiracies that have some: 
times shaken the throne. 


























Later on, the spread of Buddhism, the intro 
duction of Chinese literature, and above all the 
strong influence of the Confucian scholars, es- 
pecially in the sixteenth century, together with 
the political changes which brought on long civil 
wars and revolutions in the fourteenth, fifteenth 
sixteenth centuries tended to lower the con- 
dition of women, Literature and learning were 
rapidly replaced by the military arts, and skill 
with the sword ianked begher tha skill with 
the pen, Althe time the new world was pre- 
senting its wonders to the nations of Europe, 
the Japanese woman had sunk down from her 
former position of respect and equality, and her 
life, based on Chinese teachings, became nar- 
rowed, her opportunity for displaying talent and 
skill in those branches which suited her became 
lessened, and we find the power and influence 
of the Japanese woman at its lowest ebb. It is 
unfortunate that at this period we must take up 
the record, 

History has left us but little account of women 
for the four bundied years which followed. 
They seem to have played a most insignificant 
partin the outer world. We hear of few not- 
ab’e names even in connection with great men 
The home was a sealed one hidden from owt- 
side gaze. Here in quiet and seclusion the 
young girl grew up under the strict doctrine of 
the great Chinese sages, instilled in her by father 
and mo her. Implicitly obedient to her parents 
in childhood, when married she served her 
hosband as her master, looking to him as her 
only heaven, and in old age, leaning on sous, 
who took their father’s place, she taught the 

















+t Hiyeta-no-Are (who lived wbout the year 670 
is supposed to be the writer of the Kojiki, 


A.) 
2 GR ancient history now existing. 












same doctrines to her daughters that she had 
held all her life, impressing on them her stand- 
ard of duty and right, of gentleness, sacrifice, 
and self-abnegation. She believed and taught 
that in her husband's life she must live, het per- 
sonality was merged into his, his home was hers 
solely by his permission and will, and in all cases, 
she must yield, adapt, and sacrifice herself, 
No monuments or records tell of the self-devo- 
tion, love and faithful service of these genera- 
tions of women, and we know not what aspiras 
tions or struggles they n have had, But 
among the many hidden lives thus hemmed in 
by social barriers, there were some that arose 
above their narrow surroundings and proved 
themselves real factors in the world, not mere 
playthings and conveniences for men. Out- 
wardly without the slightest power or influence, 
we know women to have been the secret agents 
in political intrigues, even official messengers 
of the feudal lords in cases when woman's wit, 
mingled with woman's reserve, served better 
than man’s boldness and bravery, A_wife’s 
wise foresight and action helped to win the 
battle of Sekigahara, one of the greatest battles 
fought on Japanese soil.t In times of 
danger they have scorned to desert their homes, 
but have welcomed death for their husband's 
sake. Mothets have urged their sons to battle 
or to revenge, or by judicious counsel have 
prevented rash deeds. It must be added 
that physical courage and loyalty were not 
accidental waits among women. The daught- 
ers of the feudal retainers (samura:) as well 
as the sons, were branght up in Spartan 
bravery, Loyalty to country and to lord 
and a fearless meeting of death were the 
first principles under the old feudal system of 
thirty years ago. Romance and history teem 
with examples which prove that the women, 
fully as much as the men, lived up to the 
ideals held out to them, and dearer than life 
it was to guard the family honour, und to bring 
renown on the family name. Thus during the 
quiet of centuries, life in Japan passed on with 
but little excitement or change for the men, 
still less for the women, until the sudden 
awakening which has taken place within the 
memory of the present generation of men and 
women, With this general introdaction, I will 
now pass on to the more special points. 








EDUCATION. 

The women of old Japan had few educational 
advantages. They were, however, not without 
some training, and except in the lowest classes 
received instruction in the written langnage, As 
the sphere of woman was limited to the domes- 
tic circle, it was not supposed tu be necessary for 
her to receive ruction in matters which con- 
cerned the outside world, Even in the case of 
a husband's public life, the wife was supposed to 
have no concen in the matter, As implicit 
obedience was her lot, it was considered useless 
for her reason or judgment to be enlightened ; 
indeed she was hurdly thought capable of it. 
Her education consisted chiefly in moral dis- 
cipline as embodied in the Onna Daigaku 
(Woman's Great Learning), written by Kaib 
Ekken, a great Confucian scholar of the seven- 
teenth century, in which are given the moral 
duties of woman fonnded on the teachings of 
the Chinese sages. In this, as has been before 
mentioned, a woman was taught subjection, 
obedience, self-sacrifice, and filial obedience. 
The Onna Daigaku says—''In childhood, a 
woman must obey her father, when married her 
husband, in old age her son.” These were 
called * The Three Obediences.’ 

The danghters of the nobility were instructed 
in reading, writing, poetry, and Japanese litera- 
ture, and in some cases Chinese, These were 
tanght them by masters who came for the pur- 
pose to the home, In addition they learned 
music, the tea ceremony, etiquette, flower 
arrangement, and incense burning, the last 
two being branches of cliquette and supposea 













































$ Chiyo, wife of Yama- 
general under Tokugawa Lyeyasu, find 
the enemy's plans for battle, informed 
band Dyiateatigyralrthem, aud her prompt action 
gteatly aided the victory al Sele 
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to teach calmness and repose. The tea cere- 

y also was a series of forms and ceremonies 
atlendant on making a peculiar kind of tea. 
In some parts of the country the young girls of 
the nobility were taught to ride horses and to 
fence (naginata). 

In the middle classes among the daughters of 
Tetainers (samuraé) very much the same course 
of study with the addition of more Chinese 
was pursued, but usually in the case of poorer 
families, the young girls went to the teacher's 
home for their lessons, ‘This was nearly always 
either ata temple, where instruction was given 
by priests, or at the house of a doctor, for 
pric and doctors were the learned men of the 
period, and in the interval of other duties would 
spend their time in giving instruction to the 
young. There were also writing masters, who 
gave lessons in penmanship. “Sometimes a wo- 
mau who had spent most of her life in some 
noble’s palace and had never married, would, 
on leaving service, receive a few young girls for 
instruction. These may be said to have been 
the beginning of schools for girls. The pupils 
were rarely more than thirteen or fourteen years 
of-age, for it was considered unnecessary for a 
woman to have more than an elementary know- 
ledge of books, and if she could write a letter 
and keep the household accounts, nothing more 
was expected of her, A knowledge of sewing, 
and household work was indispensable and 
often comprised the greater part of the training 
at home, Etiquette was acquired by service in 
the family of the feudal lord, to enter which was 
thought a great honour. Dancing and music 
were also essential accomplishments, 

Under these circumstances, it was not easy 
for women to acquire much learning. Never 
theless, some young girls of this class gained a 
far better education than could have been ex- 
pected, Through the indulgence of father or 
mother, or by that talent which can not be re- 
pressed, it was not such a rare thing for a 
Japanese women to get a good knowledge of 
Japanese literature Chinese classics. Some 
of the letters and writings left by such women 
are vigorous in style, clear in thought, and 
indicate a wide acquaintance with literatare, 

‘Vhe daughters of the lower classes (mer 
chants, farmers, attizans) were far less educated, 
In the cities they gained the base rudiments of 
reading and writing, hut sometimes spent much 
lime on accomplishments, music and dancing. 
and often became teachers of them. In the 
country, the days were too filled with labour in 
the various occupations with work in the field 
or at the loom that little time was left for study 
of any sort. 

In will be seen that th's limited education 
was in keeping with the narrow life of those 
days. The special attention paid to etiquette 
and moral training, the keen sense of duty, 
loyalty, and houour early instilled into the mind, 
tended to produce women, who though not 
intellectually trained, were uot without moral 
responsibility and dignity, mingled with gentle. 
ness and sweetness of disposition. In the edu 
cational problems of the present day for 
women, none is more perplexing than the diffi- 
culty of keeping the beauty and refinement of 
the old system, with the broader and new idea! 
and the freedom of thought and action, which 
come from the culture of the intellectual powers 
Such was the condition of women and the state 
of education at the time of the revolution in 
186! 

The changes that have followed each other 
in rapid succession since then will here be briefly 
noted. The Government early saw the need of 
broadening the basis of woman's educatio: nd 
of giving her opportunities of fitting herself for 
somet' ing above the mere daily routine in the 
home. Schools for gitls were established and 
are now on a firm basis, having passed beyond 
the experimental period. The twenty years 
which have elapsed since the first schools were 
started show amply the wisdom of this movement 
and the results have produced great changes in 
woman's life 

The first official step was the establishment 






































of public primary schools for-boys and girls afl 
over Japan it 186g. There ae th 











pire 25,374 common schools open to both girls 
and boys, and in 189t the number of girl sta 
dents was estimated at 964,194. These schools 
give instruction in reading, writing, history, 
arithmetic, geography, and the elements of 
science. The pupils enter at six years of age 
and the course covers nine years, 

In 1871 a small school for Eurasian girls was 
established in Yokohama, From this beginning 
the school now known asthe Kyo-ritsu Girl's 
School has grown. Another school in Yoko- 
hama, now the Ferris Seminary, was started the 
same year, It received the aid of the Governor 
of the Prefecture, and was afterward endowed 
by Isaac Ferris. These were among the first be- 
ginnings of girls’ education in Japan. In 1872, 
the Educational Department established the 
Tokyo G.rls School, the first Government school 
for girls. A preparatory department was added 
to this for pupils from eight years of age to 
fifteen. Owing to financial difficulties, the school 
was closed in 1877. 

In 1874 was established by the Government 
the Higher Normal School for girls. In 1876 
a Preparatory Department was attached and in 
the same year also a Kindergarten was added. 
In 1882 in place of the Preparatory Department 
a Girls High School was established. The 
Higher Normal School at present gives the 
highest course of study as a whole that is offer- 
ed in any school in Japan, Its purpose is to 
train teachers for the country Normal and High 
Schools and the students are selected from 
graduates of these schools, These are chosen 
by nomination of the Governors of the different 
Prefectures all over Japan, All the expenses 
are paid by the Government. 

The only drawback to this institution is that 
the instruction is open to only a few, aud these 
are only women who can promise to teach a 
certain term of years, An institution of similar 
grade opened freely to all who desire higher 
courses of study is needed. 

In 1872, a public high school was establish. 
ed for girls in Kyoto, In 1879, other schools 
began in the different: rovinces, In 1886 there 
were nine public and Government high schools, 
and many private schools were started at this 
time also, Among them may be mentioned 
the Atomi Jo Gakko, Toyo Eiwa Jo Gakko, 
Sakurai Jo Gakko, Meiji Jo Gakko’ in Tokyo, 
the Kobe Jo Gakko in Kobe, and the Baikwa 
Jo Gakko in Osaka, ‘The standard of instruc- 
tion is in most of them supposed to be 
that of a High School course, though each 
school has its own special features. In 
many cases, great importance is allached to 
English. In 1886 was established by H.I.M. 
the Empress, the Peeresses’ school for the 
daughters of the nobility—the first girls’ school 
for the higher classes, Previous to this there 
had been a girls’ department of the school for 
the sons of Nobles, established in 1878, and thia 
department was made the nucleus for the new 
school. Itopened with 143 students and twenty- 
five teachers, At present there are over 400 
students and about fifty teachers of whom more 
than half are women, The course in the lower 
department covers six years, beginning with 
pupils at six or seven years of age; the higher 
department is also for six years. Instruction is 
given in morals, reading and writing, history, 
mathematies, natoral history; music, drawing 
and painting, sewing and calesthenics. To 
the course of the higher department is added 
Chinese and Japanese literature, sciences, 
etiquette, English aud French, and domestic 
economy. The Empress visits and inspects 
the school from time to time and watches the 
progress of the pupils. She hasattended nearly 
every commencement, and shows the greatest 
interest In the welfare and success of the school. 

The largest private school is the Atomi Girls’ 
School. established about 1876 by Miss Atomi 
Kwakei. It has sent out 3,000 graduates from 
its different departments This school is 
modelled on the old system of education for 
women. 

Another flourishing private institution is the 
Corporate Industrial School for Girls in Tokyo, 
established in 1886 by several well-known womery 
ducators, This school gives instrnction in, ihe 




































essentials of an ordinary education and also 
(rains them in the industrial arts, which include 
sewing, knitting, painting, drawing, flower 
making, embroidery, etc. There are two 
courses of study, one for three and one for four 
years. Seven hours of work are done each day 
under thirty-two teachers. More than 400 
graduates have been sent out, and over 300 
pupils are now in the institution. The school 
has been honoured by a visit from the Empress 
and a gift of 200 yen, beside the purchase by 
the Imperial party of many articles made by 
the pupils. 

The Girls High Schools usually give instruc- 
tion for three or four years beyond the primary 
schools in ethics, Japanese and Chinese litera- 
ture, English, history, (native and foreign), 
geography, mathematics, sciences, drawing, 
domestic economy and sewing. Inthe mission- 
ary schools, the course in English is long and 
full,and covers a knowledge of English literature. 

It is estimated that almost 6,000 women are 
engaged in teaching all over the Empire, and 
the number of girls attending schools is over a 
million. From 1881-1889 there were 354,892 
graduates from different primary and High 
Schools. 

In addition to the educational work in the 
schools above mentioned, there has been 
established among the women, “The Women’s 
Educational Society.” It was started by 
thirty women in 1888 for the purpose of 
self-improvement and the spread of knowledge 
among women. It has a membership of about 
400 at the present day, and the members meet 
once a month for the purpose of listening to 
lectures given by specialists on differents subjects 
that pertain to education and the questions of 
the day. The lectures are printed in a maga- 
aged and edited by a board of women, 
ed montlily to be distributed to all 
‘he society also supports, by volun- 


























and publi 
members. 
tary contributions, a free primary school and wn 
industrial school, where young girls are given 
an elementary education, and are then trained 





in some industry, 
about fifty pupils. 

No institution offers a higher course to women 
than is offered in the Normal and High Schools. 
‘There are no colleges open to them, and though 
two women with special permission have worked 
in the Imperial University they are not per- 
mitted to do so now. Higher education can 
only be obtained by private study under special 
masters, Co-education has never been tried, 
the girls departments of Normal Schools being 
entirely separaied from the boys, 

About the year 1886 there was a great tide in 
favour of better education for women. At that 
time many of the girls schools were established 
and the press and public opinion were almost 
unanimous in urging that women should have 
better advantages than they had possessed hi- 
therto. The girls’ schools were well attended, 
and the standard of instruction was raised in all 
of them ; since then there has come a decided 
reaction. Whether the experiment was con. 
sidered a failure, or whether there has been 
dissatisfaction at the methods tried, the tide of 
public opinion rose against the higher educa- 
tion for women, Hence it became very difficult 
to make new openings for women in advanced 
work, Even the high school course has not been 
generally attended, and the number of high 
schools is exceedingly small. 

Many of the educators of the present day, 
however, feel that this is only a temporary re- 
action. The women themselves are too anxious 
for better education, to be kept back long. 
The rapid advance made hitherto will not, i: is 
believed, end here. There are some that dare 
hope for educational advantages for women not 
inferior to those of men before many years have 
passed. The ardent desire of many women 
for educalion is an earnest of success in the 
future should the opportunity be given for the 
higher development of woman's mind, 

The chief danger in going too rapidly in this 
matter lies in the faults of the present social 
system, and in the fact that education will open 
thejgyes(efwomen to many injustices that hi- 


This school has at present 














therto they have accepted as a matter of course. 
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When women have the education and the 
same intellectual training as men, they will not 
be willing to accept their husbands as their 
masters, nor can they be all their lives merely 
passively obedient. Their social status and posi- 
tion must be raised, or else education will only 
make them unfitted for and discontented with 
the life that they mustlead, The laws of Japan 
concerning women have been greatly modified, 
but a greater reform than that of mere laws 
mast take place in the minds of men, and pre- 
judice and custom must give way to more en- 
lightened ideas of woman’s place in the home 
and in society. 

No one can deny there has been a decided 
advance tn the position of woman in society, 
bat already education has gone further ahead, 
and the clash between the newly educated 
girl of the past ten years and the 
social system under which they live has 
already produced results that the conservatives 
are only too ready to lay at the door of educa- 
tion, No doubt our educational experiment 
has been fanlty in many ways, for the problem 
of engrafting western ideas and education on to 
an old Eastern civilization in many points highly 
advanced isa difficult one to grapple with. 

The best methods have not yet been worked 
out for even the present system of education for 
women, low as the standard is, We have still 
to come to the question of the higher education, 
When the time comes for that, there will be 
many grave difficulties and problems peculiar 
to our national ideas and customs which will 
confront the pioneers, and which will need more 
than ordinary wisdom, strength and perseverance 
to overcome. 





THE “ FIFI” ON ELECTION 
REFORM. 
eS Sea 

The Government, says the 77//, has at last 
determined to submit the revised Election Law 
to the Diet. The most important points of re- 
vision contemplated are the extension of electo- 
ral districts, the independence of cities, and the 
increase in the number of members. ‘The pro- 
ject may produce no extraordinary benefit, but 
it represents a certain degree of progress. 
According to the existing regulations no person 
is entitled to vote unless he pays over fifteen 
yen yearly in the form of direct national taxes, 
and the number of voters throughout the em- 
pire does not exceed 460,000, or one-nineleeth 
of the entire population, The representative 
system of Japan is thus but nominal; in no 
western country can such a restriciive system 
of representative government be found. The 
Qualifications of voters as to the payment of tax 
are to be reduced to five or even three yen, It 
was feared that the lowering of the lax-paying 
limits would tend to increase the number of 
uneducated people among the volers, but 
surely the intellect of a man does not depend 
upon the amount of twxes he pays. The 
increase of persons eligible for voting throws 
a considerable difficulty in the path of bri- 
bery and intimidat The extension of dis- 
tricts is commendable, In a limited area of 
election those who have the largest connection 
with the soil invariably win the victory, and many 
eminent politicians have hitherto failed 10 win 
through the influence of some petty common 
school teacher or village headman. As regards 
the independence of cities, there can be no 
objection whatever, A greater importance 
ooght of course to be attached to cities in 
consideration of their wealth and refinement, but 
the existing law gives the ru overwhelming 
numerical superiority, The interests of mer- 
chants and manufacturers in flourishing cities 
have, under these circumstances, been grievous- 
ly disregarded in Parliament, Lt one member 
is returned by a city for every 50.000 of its 
populauon and by tural disiriciy tor every 
80.000, the whole number 9° representatives 
Uiroughout the emp re will be a little over 470, 
an increase which will strengthen the founda. 
tions of Parliament. The restrictions with 


regard to age also should, in the a er the 




















Fifi, be vemoved. 











NEWS OF IHE WEER. 
fae 

Five thousand Spanish soldiers hold the road 
leading from Manila to Cavite, 

The May number of McClure's Magasine 
contains a very interesting article (illustrated) 
by Cleveland Moffet on “ John Milne: Ob- 
server of Earthquakes.” 


Admiral Dewey, according to a Hongkong 
telegram that appears in the Shanghai Mer- 


cury, has consented to allow the rebels to be 4 


supplied with arms and ammunition from 


Cavite Arsenal. 


Captain Galsworthy, of the Indo-China Co.’s 
steamer Suisang, and formerly master of the 
ill-fated steamer Kowshing, bus been selected, 
out of a list of candidates of some 260, to fill 
one of the inspectorates of the Board of Trade. 


Food is getting very scarce in Manila, as the 
rebels are stopping all supplies coming in from 
the land, and U.S. Squadron are seeing that 
supplies do not reach the Spaniards by sea. 
The troops and others are now eating horse. 
flesh. 


The Biitish ships A//anéa(Captain McBridge) 
and Beeswing (Captain Griffith), which cleared 
from New York on April 6th, are racing to their 
destination, Shanghai, for a bet, the stakes being 
$500 gold. The Aé/antais 1,630 tonsand was 
launched at Glasgow in 1885. The Beeswing 
is 1.354 tons and was launched at Newcasile- 
on-Tyne in 1889. 


An auction of freehold property, belonging 
to the estate of the late Mr. H. St. John Browne, 
was held on the 17th inst, on the premises by 
Mr.R.H. Powers, at 23-a, and 24, Oura, Naga- 
saki. The lot of ground known as 23+a Oura, 
with buildings thereon, realized 9,100 yen, whilst 
24, Oura, a piece of vacant ground, was pur- 
chased for 2,600 yen. 





Dr. T. C. Thornicraft has written a letter to 
the Committee of the Kobe Lawn ‘Tennis Club 
in which he offers a prize to be called “The 
Thornicraft Handicap and Cup,” to be com- 
peted for by the lady members under certain 
rules, -_ 

The £cho states that a good deal of uneasy 
feeling was rife among the natives at Foochow 
about the prolonged stay of the French ships 
Descartes ond Fean Bart. thas again been 
rumoured among the Chinese that an atlempt 
would be made by the French to land men at 
the Arsenal, 


Among those who left Hongkong for Manila 
in the Hugh McCulloch on May 7th was 
Emilio Aquinaldo, who had been 'ying perdu 
in the Colony since his arrival in the Malacca 
from Singapore at the beginning of the month, 
He was accompanied by Colonel Marcelo H. 
del Pilar, his A.D.C., Mr. J. Leyba, his private 
secretary, and filteen others who form his 
Council. 





From the retuims compiled by Lloyd's Re 
gister of Shipping, it appears that, excluding 
warships, there were 606 vessels of 1,185 121 
tons gross under construction in the United 
Kingdom at the close of the quarter ended 3181 
March. During the quarter 160 steam vessels 
of 229,687 gross tonnage and 5 sailing vessels 
of 692 gross tonnage were launched. ‘There 
were 16 war vessels of 104 810 tons displace- 
ment under constuction at Royal dockyards, 
and 49 vessels of 133 695 tons displacement at 
private yards, Atprivaie yards there were 30 
war vessels of 117.429 tons displacement for 
foreign powers, 





A pretty story is told of the home life of the 
Czar. Alexander III, was said to be an auto- 
crat even in the bosom of his family. Nicholas 
however, is the very reverse. He regards 
his consort as a good comrade, and when, in 
urgent cases, Ministers seek an audience late 
in the evening, he is invariably to be found in 
her company, chatting and laughing without 

The Czar is generally occupied at 








restr@int, 
"WGP GE white the Czarina busies herself with 








embroidery work. Immediately a Minister 
enters she rises as if to retire, but more often 
than otherwise the Czar informs her that she is 
not one too many. 


The Tokyo Literary and Masical Society held 
ils last meeting for the season on Monday even- 
ing. The following was the programme :— 

PROGRAMME, 


w= Miss Brinkley and 
Miss Gertrude Page. 
Mr, Pi 


1.—Piano Duet «.... 





2.—Recitation . 
3—Piano Solo 





Various figures relating to the Supplementary 
Budgets submitted by the Government to the 
Diet this session are given by the vernacular 
press. They are incomplete, however, and we 
therefore refrain from reproducing them until a 
full and accurate account can be rendered. It 
will be of interest to note, however, that the sum 
which has (o be appropriated from ihe Indemn- 
ity on account of purposes not originally in- 
cluded among the items to be defrayed from 
that source, appears lo be 12,884,163 yen. 





There can be no second opinion as to the 
justice of the Queen's action in conferring upon 
Mr. J, H. Gubbins the cross of St. Michael and 
St. George. Mr. Gubbins has rendered distin- 
guished service to his country, Asa Japanese 
scholar he ranks with the brilliant little band 
of British sinologues composed of Satow, Aston, 
and Chamberlain, and as an official he has 
displayed not only high ability, but also remark. 
able qualities of diligence and a: We 
trust that this well- merited honour may prove 
the prelude to the still more desirable reward of 
an independent post, opening a wider prospect 
of promotion and distinction than the Consular 
Service can give. 








‘The following general orders were issued by 
Rear-Admmiral Dewey on the rth inst, to the 
officers and men of the U.S, squadron now at 
Cavite :— 

1.—The following telegram fiom the Secretary 
of the Navy is published for the information of the 
Squadron : 








Washington, May 7th, 1898 
* Dewey, care american Con: Hongkong. The Pre- 
sident in the name of the American people thanks you and 
your officers and men for your splendid achievement and 
‘ove whelming victory. 
you Rest-Admi 
you by Congress as a foundation for further prom 
* Long, Sectetary.’ 
2.—lIn accordance with the above I have this 
day hoisted my flag as Reat-Admiral on board 
the Fiagship Olympia. 














Ex. Postmaster-General John Wanamaker on 


April, 5th sent this telegram to the U.S. Secre- 
tary of War :— 


‘Thongh opposed to war 








jer 
your instructions, raise a regiment of Pennsylva- 
hians for military duty and go with them for service. 

After sen his offer Mr. 
posted in his store a notice as follows :— 


. 
may have easy minds in 
gand arranging their affairs in the event 
called upow for military service, this 
notice is posted to say; 

‘st—That all the positions thus vacated will 
be reopened to return to when the mi 
is over, 

Second—That all salaries will conti 
in such absence for actual service, and be paid to 
the authorized representatives of the respective 
families of employs. 

Third —An insurance to the amount of $1,000 
will be paid by the firm in case of eath death 
while any of our people are actually engaged iv 
military service. 



































A most conspicuous object in Hongkong har. 
bour at present. says the China Mail, is the 
steamer Arigona, which has come out from home 
as an addition to the fleet of the Northern Pacific 
Company, of which Messrs, Dodwell, Carlill 
& Co. are the local agents. The Arisona is 
well kiowni/az| the ifirst steamer to which the 
phihe-Adlantic) greyhound was applied, 
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at which time she was one of the Guion line of 
Steamers running between Liverpool and New 
York. A big change has been effected in the 
internal arrangements of the vessel, and she 
has been specially fitted to do the long trip 
across the Pacific. She is fitted with entirely 
new engines and five of the latest pattern of 
i There is accommodation for forty 
passengers, aud she has very large 
and airy stateroo each containing two 
d neatly furnished. A spacious dining 
saloon is placed on the upper deck, and on the 
promenade deck are situated the ladies’ room, 
library, and smoking room, The vessel i 
light yy electricity, and she has also refrige- 
ing machinery. Her tonnage is 5,305. On 
the trip up from Singapore, with only three 
boilers in use and going easily, the run was 
made in four days eight hour: 


Mr. Reid, of the China Mail, interviewed 
Admiral Montojo, commander of the Spanish 
fleet at Manila, and asked him if he wished to 
comment on the conditions that contributed to 
the disastrous defeat of the Spanish squadion, 
The Admiral thought for a moment or two, and 
then said:—‘'I wish to say that the responsi- 
bility lies with the Government in Madrid, 
There were no proper vessels here. E nce 
I assumed command of the naval station here, 
I have been requisitioning the Government for 
ships and torpedoes; and nothing came. I 
had no torpedoes whatever. I constructed 
some for myself, but we did not have proper 
material and the torpedoes were very bad. My 
original intention was to go to Subic Bay, 
Subic being a military port 65 miles north of 
Manila, and to offer battle there to the American 
fleet. We went there several days ago, and I 
ed had the port been protect- 
cannon and torpedoes, but 
8 offered no protection 
I bronght my ships back to Manila Bay, I 
went to Subic believing it to be protected, but, 
seeing it would have taken more than a month 
to make it even passably capable of defence 
I had no remedy, the American squadron 
being on its way to the Philippines, but to aban- 
don Subic and rely upon the shelter of Cavite, 
We left Manila for Subic on the 25th of April 
and returned on the afternoon on the 3oth, the 
day before the arrival of the American fleet. 
The Minister cf Marine promised to send 
supplies, but they never came. I knew from 
the first that my squadron would be completely 
destroyed ; I knew the Americ: had men-of- 
war whereas my ships were incapable of fighting 
with any chance of success, The Americans 
had at least 150 guns, modern and all of 
superior pattern, Ours were inferior in number 
and calibre,” 





























would have rem: 




















Every woman of Spain, Spanish or Ameri- 
can, that I have met [on the Franco-Spanish 
border], Katherine de Forest in Harper's 
Bazaar, has a special shrine in her heart for 
the queen, of whom they speak with the same 
adoration with which the average English wo- 
man mentions Queen Victoria, or the average 
Dutchwoman Queen Emma. My American. 
Spanish friends tell me she has to the most 
extraordinary degree the royal endowments of 
tact and good sense. Many of the grandees 
of Spain are of far older birth and family than 
the Austrian princess whom Alfonso XII. chose 











to take the place of his gentle little cousin Mer-| 7, 


cedes after her death. Think of Marie Antoi- 
nette and the French, and then of this young 
Austrian going to a land whose language even 
she had scarcely ever heard, and where she 
must win not only her people’s, but her hus- 
band’s heart; for we all remember that in th 
beginning all the young king’s tenderness was 
buried in the grave of his child-wife. Marie 
Christine conquered first her husband’s love, 
closed his eyes in his last sleep, and then 
bravely and nobly waited alone until the time 
of her trial was ended and the posthumons heir 














without offending the pride of thore haughty 
grandees who we know so well through onr own 
Motley, are on the lookont for the least oppor- 
tunity to criticise ‘‘the Austrian,” and, above 
all, to be jealous of her influence over the young 
king. Has ever any woman in modern times 
more bravely and successfully accomplished a 
more herculeau task? It is only through her 
wonderful care that the little king is alive. He 
is a remaikably delicate child, but not the im- 
perious and haughty little person that legend 
represents him, I am told. Ou the contrary, 
he has naturally a very sweet disposition, and 
tractable and kind, His health improves 
constantly as he grows older, 











CORRESPONDENCE. 
= 
RIPPA. 


To tHe Epitor or Tue “ Jaran Ma: 
Sir, 








Phe word Reppa is defined by Brinkley as 
x magnificent, fine; may T give av 
justeative example of what Rsppa means to some 
Jap: 

Ten years or so ago two missionary famili 
took up their residence in Kui 





















been organized by some C 

purpose was, it is true, not 
the school, i 
merely noi 
to which a substan 
in fact for atime o 
work in the school, 
place of residence, land was bought and two houses 
were finally erected with foreign money, the pro- 
peity being held at first by one friend of the 
school, and afterwards by its trustees, with the 
agreement that when the foreigners withd:ew from 
Kumamoto, the tustees should sell the property 
back the proceeds to the Board. 
ch as the missionaries were giving their 
services 10 the school free of charge, it does not 
appear that this way asking: an excessive service 
ofthe trnstees, ‘Thuy the property was for the 
benefit of the school ay providing homes for the 
foreigners who taught init {eee of charge, and it 
was legally held by the trustees, but only on the 
understanding that they would return the proceeds 
of it to the u " Board whenever il ceased to be 
available for missionary residence. 


In time the management and character of the 
school were changed, and the trustees terminated 
their connection with the missionaries and refused 
them further use of the houses, though ass 
them that they would do the honorable thing 
gard to the property. 


Some time passed without any thing being done 
by the trustees, and in the meantime the boys? 
school was disco girls’ school being still 
ined. At lengtt 
by the Government's taking the for 
ty purposes. The proceeds of the property 
led to almost exactly 4 000 yen. Accord 
ingly the Treaswer of the Mission went ty Kuma- 
moto to receive the proceeds according to the 
agreement. (It should be mentioned that the pre- 
stees—anly one of whom even claims to be 
nae a different set of men from those 
who made the agreement, but have succeeded to 
the property and cbligations of their predecessors). 
As the money had not yet been actually paid by 
the Government, the business could wot then be 
completed, and the trustees expressed a desire that 
out of the proceeds a present might be made to 
them for their girls’ school but they emphatically 
declared that they would Rsppa nd return the pro- 
ceeds of the property to the mission; they fully 
admitted their duty to dv this, and assured the 
wer that they would do this Rippa 
wths passed without anyth 
from them, although it was known that they had 
the 4.000 yen in bank, but a few days ago the Tien 
suser teceived a letter from onePof them saying 
jtted the proceeds of that property, 
denclosing a draft for—one thousand yen 
Rippa na Koto! 


I am, Sir, etc., 
Kyoto, May 2oth, 1898. 





ain a wholesome 






















































D. W. LEARNED, 





TUE RIVAL FLEETS. 





to the throne was born. By far the hardest 
part of her task lay before her then—to reconcile 
the various Spanish parties, ¢ for liberal- 


ism without alienaticyg le) re ay OV ne 
the monarchy, and to take her p 


To tHe Epitor or tHe “Japan Mat.” 
Sir,—I don't wavt to bore you with tables of 


war ships but [hate to see you in error so fie- 
peace on account of not having pl 


tefore have made a lew tables, wl 








Lhave kept careful ack of the wars 





ps of both 


Spain and the U. S. for several 
these tables are based an inf 
and noted. 







T notice that 







curious error to me, 
ing the part year, like Cowler for 
ke the U.S. Navy superior to the 
the tatig of 6 tog. Of course that 
counts ships building. But even so, the Spanish 
are w very bad shape having so many ships under- 
going repairs. No less that four ships were at St. 
Seyne, France, and were hutried to Cadiz a few 
weeks before the war opened for fear they might 
be caught there; two ships are building, leaving 
a possible leet of wed vessrls of six ships, In 
auswer to this, the Americans have eleven ships 
a tam, all in commission in the Atlantic. In 
y to the three effective Spanish cruisers the 
Americans have nine. Not only so, but ship for 
ship the Americans ave superior in almost ever case. 
Inthe case of the 1st class batileships the superiority 
overwhelming. If the telegram is correct which 
thatthe Spanish fleet has concentrated 

4 ve, it probably consists of six armoured 
ships ald three ceuisers—which is all they have, so 
fat as Tau see. Admiral Sampson is reported to 
have the san mber of ships— 
bet are appar the same, His 
bably : Jowa, Indiana, Puritun, Terror, Amphitrite, 
Detroit, Montgomery aud New York (flag ship). 
‘This fleet in stronger than the Spanish. [notice 
that you have confounded. t 
of the U.S. Navy 
ed monitors built dar 
€ are 13 of these old slips and they are 
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slowly for about 10 years, 





Rapid Fue Guns. 





linweRBhry eo 
URBANA 


g used as harbour defence boats, The double- 
ited monitor ts a new boat, sea-going, 
armowed with Harveyed steel and carvies the best 
American guns. ‘Uhey have heen building them 
Yours faithfully 
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‘Slow Guns, Ra e Guns, 
Prote’d peau 
8” 6" 6” Ss” 4’ 2.2” 18" 14" M. 
1 ee, Eas oy gt Clee C asses 
1- 2— 8 12— 4 4 ae 
— — 1 10 — 8 — 2 2 and Class Cruiser, 
fey, NE a Sy he Bae in 
— 12 — — — 4 2 2 7 Allthese inthe Atlantic C 
6 4 — 10 — 4 4 2d Class 
at En lg = Ge at a ga Ome 
Marblehead... Se: 6-21 ie 
Montgomery... Sees SING: Ss le * 
24 11 4t 16 68 4 24 31 
Chicago 4— 8 2 — 9 — 4 & Repairing-ready.in two months, 
Allay ge NG. eee iee. Ont ae ay Oe soou—new inachinery, &c. 
Topeka. Boo eS Secs ah 2 Recenuly plvchaved iv Baglaad—" Deagines! 
Albany ete Ri ee, etn ete re —probably still there, 





‘Ships in the Pacific not included.) 
Besides the above there are : 





1,400 ton gunboats * 8 4in QF.) 

1,240 ” 2 8 4 

1,200 if 1 4 P = 

1,000 » 4 6 a Allin the Atlantic Commission, 
88. 1 4 4 








3 
930 ton Dynamite gun cruiser speed 21.6 knots 
(Many improvised gun boats have been added for the war.) 


U.S. Errrctive Suirs in THE Paciric. 



























‘Arm Large Guns-slow, Rapid Guns—Rapid Fire. 
Reet ee et a 
Name. Tons, Speed. Laid, Belt, Gun, Deck. 12” 10” 8” oS 4” 22" 1.8" 1.4” M. Remarks, 
r 130 14-128 22— —- — — 6 = 4 2 Double Turreted Monitor, 
9 11575 =" 4 —--222—4 ; 
eee —=— 4 — 10 — 4 — 6 4 Bt Class Cruiser. 
* Baltimore -~ cock ~~ 4 64 — = = 4 2 2 6 and Class Cruiser, 
1Poiladelpbia ao SSF eR oD nt 
Charleston - - —-- 2 --- 422 6 3 
sRaleigh - - -—- 11 — 8 — 4 2 ‘ 
sBaston oy gee —-—2 —-—--—- 22326 Fs 
A” erat, ee mt Se ee ep Claas, 
ee Ae Sas ae = = = Gunboa, 
- -- ‘A Se Ses ” 
Total guns. 2 6,12 S2.. 1 2 4 12 223 37 








ese ships were at San Fi o when war opened, 
2, hese ships were at Hawa’ 


2 These slips are al Manila 





in 
shipsnot to be confounded with the old 
monitors: 





4 
6 The monitors are sea-g effective 
1} The US. fleet in Pacific, 

6 





























Tsish -sisek one eon 13 
Srawisn Fixer. 
Armour. Slow Fire Guns. Quick Vive Guns. 
“ aera ain ae ‘ 
ame. sa, PM onion Remarks. 
Tone Swede arnch, Gan, 12.5" 14" 10" 7 8” 6.2" 5 9”5 5° 4.7" O55" 4-7" 39" 27" 22" 14" M. : 
Oquendo .....7,000 20 189112 Yoh 30 a 8 BAL Puerto Rico when war 
A began, 
Matia Teresa 7,600 20 1890 12 108 3 — 2 — = — — 10 = = = = = — 8 8 2 At Carthegena when war 
began but veady to sail, 
Vizcaya . 000907 189K: 2: Ok gS, SS ee SS Oe et en 4 4 2 a Puetto Rico when war 
? ezan 
Colon vssneen6,8$0 20 1896 6 6 H—- — 2—-———— 10 ~ 6 — — 1 10 2 At Carthegena wh 
began but in commission, 


Cinaiedcrens tad daGes Lar WOR. Gr seane Pe Cetg Et Ag an 4 4 2 Probably completed and 
ready for war but not men- 
lioned as in commission 





























Asturias ...4.7,000 20 1896 12 10.2 — 2—-—-—-—=—-—-—=w—-— 2 4 4 2 Probably completed and 
teady for war but not men- 

2 2 23 oe ye = = = = —— tioned as in commissio 
Totaloee 10 2 — — — 20 = © 30 6 — 6 38 38 12 ‘The above isthe best the 
1 Be Se eS SS. Spanish can donow pio 

bably, 

16 1887 1% 19 4 2 2—=———— — = 9 — — 2%) 4?) 4l?)(P)2 Was at La Soyne being re- 
paired and was hurtied to 
Cadiz but with several 
monthswork stilllodoon it. 
CAibe VE gigas a abae Gio: Vase Te ae ey Cae By 4 — 6 Incomplete with months of 

work todo. At Cadiz. 
Numancia ...7,305 8 1863 5$ 5 09 — = — — — = — — 6 = 6 — 2(7)(7)4 (2)4 (7)2 Undergoing rebelting, new 
guns and machinery, At 

Cadiz. 
Vitoria wassee7,250 11 1865 st — — — — = wo) — 20) 40 4@) 2(8) Rebelting, new machinery, 
ey Ee. Ra ee, Ba, AE — —— and new guns, 

Eaten Sr BN Ghd 5 Cea 627 6 4 8 1601212 Theaboven y get into the 

fight after Bere ‘months, 

Fue Guis. Quick Fire Guns. 
pao: SV aa 
Date of ” , ; 
Name, Tons. Speed, Launch, Belt, Gun. D'k, 12.5" 11" 10" 7 8" 62" 5 9° 5.547" 6 5.5” 4.7"39"27"2 271.4" M, Remarks, 











000 20 B'ld'gy  — Noreason to expect either 

840 20 Bild’g = a ae ee ne ass of these will be teady 
during this war. 

he 2nd group may Ret ready, but the 3rd are probably out for this war. 











Of the above, the 1st group are probably all in commission ; 














*Alphonso XIIL....5,000 20 1891 — — 4h — = — — 6 — — 6 —~ = = = — 6 6 3 Was said to be ready to 
sail when war began, 

{Lepauto ..., 5.000 20 1892 — 43 4 = ze sa ee BAL cS, Brobablyteadyc 

*Reina Mercedes...3,090 17.5 1887 — — — ———— 6——— ———— 2 3 2 2 Probably ready. 

SRA DINE LT ee ge tele Se Se he, Pee pe eee — 2 6 4 5 Machinery disabled—in 


Havana harbour, 


- w——- 6— — 0 — Priginsl rpm 


4 
@ ai gen cruiser Acetemthe rest being mers Rf 


Total 
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YOKOHAMA PUBLIC HALL 
ASSOCIATION. 


. * 
The meeting of Shareholders called for the 23d 

was not held, owing to the absence of a quorum. 
In accordance with the Rules, the meeting is 





Postponed one week, to the 3oth instant, at 5 
o'clock p.m. 
May 2th, A. O. Gay, Chainman, 


ACCOUNTS YOR THE YRAR ENDING APRIL 
30TH, 1898. 
Dr. 
Working account, wages, &c. 
lusmance on building and ty 














wre. 
Interest mortgage $9,500, at 6 per 
570 90 
101.75 
Ground rent, 97 56 
Improvements 272.14 
Furniture, Chairs, &c. 186.72 


Balance ...... 









—. 
$4,294 48 

Cr. 
Balance from last accoun $1,346.45 
Receipts for the year 2,948 03 


$4.204.48 

DEPENDENCIES. 
6 months interest on loan due May 23+d. 
Estimated cost of gallery . 





$ 28500 


1,200.00 








Chairs, &e., for gallery 250 00 
Ground rent due in June. 97.56 
Balance, estimated ,, 169 or 
$2,001 57 

Yokohama, May 14th, 1898. 


Compared with vouchers and found correct. 


(Signed) — Tom Tuomas, Hon, Treasurer, 
Yokohama, May igth, 1898. 


(Signed) Aue, Feu, 








JAPAN BREWERY COMPANP. 
= 

‘The twelfth ordinary general meeting of this 
Company was held at the Brewery on Wednes- 
day. Mr, James Dodds presided, and there were 
also present Mr. W. R. Bennett, Mr. O. Hayne 
mann (tepresenting Carl Rohde aud Company) Dr. 
Divers, Mr. M. Kirkwood, Me. R. Wylie, Dr 
Riess, Mr. H. Heckert, Mr. J. Stewart, Mr. J.D. 
Hutchison, k A. B, Wailord, 
Mr '» Wheeler, Captain Weston, Mr. ¥. 
Duer, Mr. C. W. Ure, Mr. Rosenthal, Mr. W 
Sutter, Mr. Gordon, ard Mr, Jas. Stewart (Secre- 
tary). 


















THE INCREASE OF CAPITAL. 

A special meeting was first held for the purpose 
of confirming the resolutions passed at the recent 
extraordinary meeti creasing the capital and 
making sundry alterations in the shares. 

The CuatrMan proposed that these resolutions 
be passed en bloc. 

Ir. Dugr seconded, and it was carried. 

With reference to the resolution for the conver: 
sion of capital from dollats to yen, the CHAIRMAN 
mentioned that he had been advised since the last 
meeting that tl might not be practicable, and 
that the author Hongkong might not sa 
tion the alter2t for which there was 
precedent, 



















ies 








jn, 
In that case they would have to ret. 
the capital as it was. 
THE REPORT, 
The general meeting was then held. 
The report was taken as 1ead; it was as fol- 








lows 
‘The Directors have the pleasure to present here- 
with the Accounts of the Company for the business 
year ended 31st March, 1893. 
‘The Sales of the past year again show a con- 
siderable increase, and there is 1eason to believe 
that such i i 





An additional fermentation cellar, required to 
cope to some extent with the enlarged business, 
has been constructed and fitted duing the year, 
and is now in use with good results. 

The Working Account for the year shows a profit 
of $97,084 45, which, added to the sum of $9,801.99 
brought forward from last year, makes the Profit 
and Loss Account amount to $106,886.44. 

From this sum an interim Dividend of 10 per 
cent, paid in November, 1897, together wi 
Bonus paid to Chief Brewer, 
$15,750.00, has to be deducted. 

This leaves a balance of $91,136.44 for distii- 
bution, which the Directors propose to dispose of 
as follows :— 











+! To Interest 





ed by GOOSh 


al dividend for the 
+ $45,000 00 
Idings written 





To payment of a fi 
year of 30 per cer 

To Depreciation on B 
off 







5,000.00 


To Reserve ty 22,524.24 





To Auditors? 
Staff 4,440.00 
To be carvied forward to next year 14, 


$91,136.44 
clos now consists of the 
—Messrs. J. Dodds, J. 
ettyand O. Haynemann, 
appointment of Mr. Dodds requires cone 
ations and Messrs. Benueit and Haynemann 
retire byvotation, Both ave eligible for re-election 
but Mr. Bennett, only, offers himself, 
By Order of the Board of Directors, 


JAMES STEWART, 
Yokohama, 20th May, 1898. Sectetay, 


GENERAL BALANCE SHRer FOR THR YEAR xNDED 
BEST MAKCH, 1898, 














D. 
LIABILITIES, 

To 1,500 Shates at $100 each fully 

paid up $150,000 00 
To 900 Deb 90,000.00 
To Reserve Fund sss. ++ 7§,000.00 
To Reserve Fund Special . 12,475.76 
To Bills payable £4,796.9.1 at 20 47,964.54 
To Suspense Accoun 3.862 50 
To Sundry Creditors 16,188.34 


To Balance of Profit. and Lo. 





91,136-44 
$486,627 58 
is 75) 
assets. 
By Landed property and Buildings 


ther eos 









+ $115,181 03 


By Machinery in operation + ' 48,106.2 
By Piant, Casky and Vats, ieee, 
and othe: Machines, + > 48,804.56 


By Working Stores, 











Stock of Beer and Buitl 177,285 83 
By Office.and other Furr é 765 81 
By Hough ng and Shanghai Bank 
ccount 22,696. 

By Petty Cash, 7058 
By Coai : 175,00 
By Fire nce Poli j 926 79 
By Sundry Debtors 72,074 93 


$486,627 58 


WORKING AccounT, 
De 


gist Mach, 1898. 








To Coal $ 6:827-09 




















for, as you know, I have been absent from Yoko- 
hama for a year. I feel that IT am move or less 
out of totich with the business of the Company, 
and, my return having been so recent, [have not 
yet been able to pick u pletely the lost threads, 
ilgence if my remarks 
on the position of the Company ate less complete 
them usual. Iam glad to find that during the 
term of my absence the Company has continued 
to prosper, that the demand for the beer has 
largely incieased, and that the resources of the 
ompany have been taxed to the ulmost to 
eet that demand. But with the increase 
of business have come increased expenses, 
an advance in salavies in consideration of 
lengthened service, an advance in wages (a 
Japanese Staff, an increase in the cost of coal, 
an inctease in the price of ommodities and 
almost everything that comes into use at the 
Brewery. Even, however, with all this taken into 
consideration the Directors have to admit that 
they are disappointed with the result of the busi- 
tess of the year, 
ing of the last six 
ascertained recently iv 
for the year and requires futher investigation 
than the Board have as yet had time (® devote to 
the subject. But it is still receiving their atten- 
tion, They have aleady gone very fully into the 
whole question af beer production and of cost of 
wor spite of the increased expenses al- 
ready mentioned they the unsatisfactory 
result is capable of further explanation, Mean- 
while they are of opinion that should sales this 
year remain the same as last, even if there is no 
increase, of which there is every prospect, the 
Profit and Loss Account should inake a much better 
showing by some $25 000. Largely increased 
business has involved increased expenses and 
outlay, which experience makes the Board believe 
may this year be largely economized. ‘TI 
has since the 31st March had a very full examina- 
tion and valuation made of buildings and of 
machinery and part of plant by Messrs. Diack 
and Patterson respectively. The former has 
valued the buildings at about yen §,000 over their 
book value; nevertheless the Board recommends 
that they should be written dawn by $5,000 as our 
funds can well permit it, With respect to machi- 
nervy and plant their valuation places them at so 
very much above what they stand in the books that 
the Board has not seen iis way to recom 
their being written down further. In this connec- 
tion T would point out that an nnusually large sum 
of over 13,000 dollars has bee Wt this year, as 
the item ‘of Wear and Tear” in the Working 
Account shows, in maintaining everything at the 
Brewery in perfect order, Such a laige exp: 
tue should be quite exceptional and it is hoped a 
smaller sum will suffice this year. With vegard 
to the Reserve Fund it is now proposed to amal- 













































































































‘ 11,541 40 h T Roserve Fund § 6 with 
: gamate the special Roxerve Fund $12,475.76 w 

a2 peed Rent. 411.15 lhe ordinary Reseive Fund and add todtniso the 

To: Salarige wea, 3-105 5" further sum of $22,524.24, bringing that Fund up 

Teche s ot ages 31-420-19/ ty the very substantial sum of $110,000, of more 
Te sek c woe 39) than two-thirds of the present Capital of the Co 

. Sat esssesseetans consis 1°25 19) pany. This special Reserve Fund, as you are 

To Discounts, Commission and Ad- aware has been profit’ set aside to meet 

fe Die 5 92,867.43] any losses that might be incmred in exchange, 

To Balar cet Prohc, 1,500 00} but owing to the adoption of the Gold Standard 

# Balances Profitead Loss Account. 97,08¢-45 |i Jopan it wonlil ner unnecessary to treat this 

Soye Behe | ANY longer as only a contingent profil, but on the 

$275,871.80 contrary as only proper toregard it im futiwe as 

Montes Cr an actual profit and so push it into General Re- 

Ph ee ad heii rn serve. Although but a comparatively small mat- 

ly Profit on Brewmg Accoun $274,928.80 ter T may mention that the year's accounts suffer 

By Waste Grains s..sssssssene 946.00] by contrast with the previous year in the item of 

esa, | Directors’ Fees for 1897-08, $1,500, having been 

$275,874.80] trought into the year's accounts insivad of being 

PROVIT AND Loss Account. carried over in the approp: of profits as usual, 

1898. Dr. it appearing to the Directors the more correct way 


3ist March, 
To Interim Dividend and Bgpus paid 

4th Nov., 189 bol 
To Balance 










$ 15,750.00 








91,136 44 
$106,886 
1898. Cr. a 
gist March. 
By Balance from year 1896/7 sess. 801 
By Working Account for year 1897/8 : 97,084.48 
$106,886.44 


James Stawarr, Secretary, 
We have examined the foregoing accounts and 
compared them with the Books, Vouchers and 
Securities in the possession of the Company and 
find them (o be correct. 


R. S. Scuwasa, i 
Te Mice } Auditors, 


THE YEAR'S WoRKING. 


he CuairMan said :—I feel a ceitain amount 
lence in presiding over the meeting | 

















of dealing with the jount as a charge on the 
year to which it belongs. As you will observe 
from the Repott a new fermentation cellar has 
been added ducing the year. Fusther new cellars 
are in course of consttuction and many little 
additions to the resources uf the Brewery in antici- 
pation of the more comprehensive scheme of ex- 
which the new capital, voted at the 
extraordinary general meeting io-day, is intended 
to provide, aud commencing, I hope, a uewera of 
prosperity for the Brewery, The Divectors desive 
to record their sense of the great luss the Ci 
pany has sustained during the year by the death 
of Me, Hakaru Isono, of the Fim of Meidiya & 
Co., the general Agents of the Company in Japan, 
who, connected with the Company from its estab: 
lishment, did so much to help in building up its 
Plosperity, Arrang-ments are now being made 
will his successor lor the carrying on of the Direce 
tors. L may conclude with the remark that with the 
increase of Capital which has just been sanctione 
ed the Duectors of the Company feel that not 
onl y(Qbeg bie | HO B@neral staff have an arduous 
Yee belore, them andittie hop; plat every shaver 
0 
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holder will, in the sphere of his influence, lend 
them all the support and assistance in their power 
to promote the Company's business by way of 
suggestions and information which will always be 
acceptable to the Board and meet with every atm 
tention, Mr. Diack’s and Mr. Pattrrson’s valua> 
tions are to be put cn the table for inspection of 
shareholders wishing to see them. 

Mr. Ure asked what was the discrepancy which 
arose this year. He supposed the chaiimay was 
referring to the bnilding account, 

The CHAIRMAN : More especially tot 
account, 

Mr. Ure: 

The CHaiRMan: 














he building 


Is this to be explained in any way? 
It cannot be at present. 
The account has been gone imo thoroughly 
by the auditors and the office staff. It is 
perfecily plain as to figures. It has been explain- 
ed by the rise in expenses, but not to the full satis 
faction of the directors. 

Mr, Urs: The directors do 
accounts are correct ? 

‘The CHAIRMAN: Yes, they have been passed 

iditors and appear to be entirely correct. 
We can explain away many items of increase, 
but we at present are unable to explain the 
absence of profit which we see. 

‘Mr. Ure, proceeding, said there seemed to be a 
discrepancy of about $27,000. 

The CHAIRMAN said there had been an increase 
in the price of malt and hops, but not sufficient to 
account for so large a difference between this year 
and last. 

Mr. Ure: The difference is so enormous that 
I think at calls for some explanation, belore the 
accounts are passed. 

‘The CHairman sai 
shareholders. 

Mr. Ure then refered to the charges account, 
He said in ordinary yeats it amounted to about 
6,000 dollars ; last year it was al-out 11,000; this 
year it was 18,000 odd. 

The Cuarrman: ‘That is not quite correct. Last 
year the figures were $13,805. ‘The Chairman 
added that the heavy inctease of frcights, espe- 
cially to Kobe, and the advance of prices and 
expenses generally, partly accounted for the ine 
crease in the account, One item of $1,000 was 
accounted for by the amount voted to the co 
pany’s agents in order to protect their labels 
against fraudulent imitation. 

Mr. Ure called attention to the total of 13,025 
dollars under wear and tear account, compared 
with 6,802 dollars last year. 

‘The Chairman said in maintaining the ‘various 
parts of the Brewery in thoroughly efficient condi- 
tion more money had been spent last yeat pro- 
portionately than ever before. As the machinery 
and plant grew older the larger became the sum 
required year by year to maintain them in a pro- 
pert state, ‘That that hed-Leen done they would 
see by the valuations to which he veferved in Mis 
rematks. 

Mi. WHEELER called atiention to the item of 
72,674 dollars“ sundry credivars.” He considered 
thava very large sum, aud he asked if the Chair. 
man could explain a rumour he (Me, Wheeler) 
had heard to the effect that the Brewery “stood to 
lose" 110,000 dollars by outstanding accou 

The CuairMan said it was certainly out of his 
power to explain a rumour which Mc. Wheeler 
Might happen to have heard. As the business 
increased the larger would be the outstandings, 
and they had necessarily large outstandings, ay 
their agents handled the bulk of the beer, He 
did not think it was desirable that they should 
divulge the nature of the company's business at 
the meeting, but if any shareholder wished for in 
formation as to any of those debts he could have 
it privately. 

Mr. Wuberer: 
safe ? 

‘The Cuarman: Yes, [think we can say that. 
Ofcourse most firms must give a certain credit, but 
it is our aim to minimise this as lar as possible. 

Mr, Waeeces then seconded the adoption of the 
report, and it was carried. 





not think the 





id the matter rested with the 




















‘The amount shown there is 











ELECTION ON DIRECTORS 

‘The next business was the election of directors. 

On this Mr. Waenzer said that he had no i 
temion of being offensive, but he believed in what 
he was about to say he voiced the opinion of a 
great many shareholders, He believed Messrs. 
Earl Rohde and Co. were furnishers of supplies to 
the Company, and he did not think it swictly good 
form fora man representing a firm supplying the 
company to have a seat on the board. A gentle: 
man in such a position must either be loyal to his 
honse or loyal to the company, and he was much 
more likely to be loyal to his house. 

Mr. KinkWooD, with some emphasix, said no 








‘The CHAIRMAN said he could endorse that 
statement, Both Mr, Baehe and Mr, Rohde 
before him had been perfectly loyal to both inte- 
rests, and on aby question affecting their own fim 
lve might say that Mr. Baehr and also Me. Hayne- 
had stood aside from discussion. 

WYLit proposed that the new beard should 























consist of Mi. Dodds, Mr, Bennett, Mr. Hutebi- 
son, Mr. T. B: Glover, and Mr, James. 

Mc. Ure moved as an amendment that the 
board should co ist of six t bers and that the 


name of Mr. Gordon should be added. 

Mr. WassLzrR moved that the directors be 
elected singly instead of collectively, 

Captain Weston seconded. 

Mr, Wueeier said his object was to raise a 
protest against Mr. Baehr, who bad been nomi 
hated. If, however, Mr. Baehi’s nomination was 
hot submitted he (Mr. Wheeler) would withdraw 
his amendment. 

It was explained that Mr, Baehr’s nomination 
was not before the meeting, and this amendment 
was therefore withdrawn. 

Mr. Grover said if the directors were to be 
limited to five he would propose that Mr. Gordon's 
name be substituted for his own (Mr. Glover's). 
He (Mr. Glover) was a resident in Tokyo, and 
could not be so useful a director as Mr, Gordon. 

Mr. Kirxwoop said it was very muct to the 
interest of the company to have Mi, Glover ow the 
board. [twas important to have at least one of 
the management living in Takyo, and Mr. Glover 
had done most useful work on behalf of the Com- 

any. 
penle, GORDON strongly recommended that Mr, 
Glover should be among the directors. 

Mr. Ure made a number of modifications to his 
amendment in the attempt to meet’ the wishes of 
various sections of the meeting until the Cuarr- 
MAN, in # stale of bewilderment, said so many 
alterations had been made that he did not exac 
Know where the matter stood, At length, how- 
ever, the issue was simplified, and Mr, Ure oub- 
sitted his amendment—as follows :— 

Twat the Board consist of Mr. Dudds a> Chair- 
man, Messes. Bennett, Hutchison, Glover, James, 
and Gordon, 

Mr. Wazetur seconded. 

The amendment on Leing put to the meering 
was declared lost. : 

‘Thereupon Mr, Ure demanded a ballot, and on 
this being taken it appeared that 212 votes were 
against the amendment (and ts favour of a direc 
(orate of five) and that Tgo votes were in favour 
of the amendment and a divectorate of six. 

Mr. Wytie's proposition was then put and 
carried, 









































AUDITORS. 

Messrs. Schwabe and Maclean were re-elected 
auditors, on the proposition of the CHAIRMAN, 
seconded by Mr. WYLIE. 

‘THY ARTICLES OF ASSOC!ATION. 

Mr, Urs raised a point as to the art 
asweiation of the company He did nat thuk 
they at all represented the wishes of the Share- 
holde's, and they should be thoroughly revised, 

The Cusirman said the directors had long 
Deen of the same opinion, and he thought a fitting 
apportunity presented itself to tevise the rules 
cine the wew capital was duly sanctioned. He 
thought he could promise on belialf of the directors 
that this would be done. 

‘The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to 
the Chairman and dicectors, 




















THE SHASHI RIOTS. 
i ae 

Arepresentative of the N.C. Daily News, who 
has visited Shashi on board the Kuling, gives 
the following accouMt of the recent siots :--As we 
rounded the bend preparatory to hauling up to 
the China Merchants’ hulk, moored below the 
town near the vew Customs buildings, no Wace 
of hulk nor of the houseboats in which were 
Homiciled the Br Consul and the Customs 
outdoor staff was visible ; uothing but a colume 
Uf smoke rising above the glassy surface of the 
tiver marked the spot where the hulk once lay 5 
and on shore the charred inins of the newly 
erected, imposing Custom buildings and of the 
Japanese Consulate and the China Merchants’ 
and the China Merchants’ late offices, showed 
but too truly that another Yangtze viot had 
taken place. A dense blue-coated mob lined 
the tiver banks, but the water at this spot 
alive usually with teaffic was a desolate waste. 
‘As soon as Captain Grayson had brought his ves 
Sel’s head up-steeam a boat put off from the 
Shore, and we learnt that at dusk yesterday 
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more faithfully fan De Baye 


divector had ever served the coprpreny SOL 


4 Hunanese mob lad sacked the place, the Com- 
[@mrioner with: bie men lad fled down river, the 









Swedish missi 
actoss to the opposite shore, while the Japanese 
were said to have escaped in Chinese dress and 
taken refuge in the Taota:’s yamén 

The Kuling now set out to find the tefugees, and 
steamed across to the south shore and thence down 
‘We soon noticed a sampan from which a 
white kerchief was being waved, and from it pick 
rd up the Swedish missionaries, Mr. and Mrs, 
Ryden and Mis, Tyellstidm, with two childcen, 
and “boys.” They had passed the wight in the 
sampan crowded up with five boatmen, They 
told us that on seeing the flames of the burving 
buildings (their mission is ou the tiver bank, half 
a mile higher up), the neighbours came and wged 
them to flee and helped them to carry down to 
their boata supply of most needed clothing and 
food. ‘They thus got away totally unmolested, 
‘The mission buildings were not set fire to; indeed, 
they do not appear to have been touched at all by 
the Hunanese, who seem to have marked out for 
vengeance solely the Customs and steamer estas 
Liishments, We next picked up a boat crowded 
with the crew of the China Merchant’s hulk, 
Ningpo men and Cantonese, who seem to be par- 
ticularly obnoxious to the Shashi mob and so had 
fled in terror of their lives. 

‘As we went up the river in search of Neumann 
and the Customs Staff a Chinese gunboat was dis- 
cerned putting out into the stream, and as we 
tapidly steamed towards it, we descried a white 
speck in the crowd of blue-coated natives in which 
we soon recognised the familiar white waistcoat 
covering the portly form of the commissioner. 
With him were Messrs. Sharples and Jobst, and 



































from them we learnt haw sudden and nnexpected 
was the attack 1 on them and in how deter= 
mived a manner the rioters had cai d 





‘They rushed the house, axes and spears 
gongs beating, and drums rolling, and with shouts 
ol" Sha yang jen” (Slay the foreigners) broke in 
the doors and windows and proceeded to loot the 
rooms and firethe building, The three Entepeans, 
armed with two revolvers, literally backed sep by 
step holding the crowd at bay from the house 
down the bank to the boat in which they ultimately 
escaped. 

The ostensible origin of the ript was a quarrel, 
on the preceding day, between the watchman on 
board the China Merchants’ hulle and a Hanan 
boatman who had misconducted himself on board. 
This man summoned his comiades to avenge him, 
aud on the following day the agent of the Cl 
Merchants? Company endeavoured to comp omise 
the matter, but all offers of money compensation 
were loudly refused, and the mob, called together 
Ly a gong, immediately set about destroying the 
hulk hy saturating it with kerosene and then set. 
ling fire to it. The bulk, one of the old Foochow 
teakehuilt gunboats, burnt slowly, and thas we were 
able to witness its smoulde remains twelve 
hours after it had been set fire to, Avother de- 
tachment of the rioters proceeded to the premises 
on the shore opposite eccupied by/ the Company, 
thence to the Japanese Consulate adjoining, and 
from there to the Customs’ buildings, also close 
hy. At the same time the large houseboat in 
which resided the outdoor staff was bumnt: the 
houseboat in the occupation of the British Consul, 
which was moored alongside, escaped by the 
prompt action of the Consul’s boy and crew, who 
cut the boat advift- and slipped down stream be= 
fore the titers had time to board her, Mr. 
nell himself was fortunately away. 

The new Cu 






























































1 om house was a large handsome 
building dominating the town by its height and 
size and was just completed. Me, Neumann had 


yoved in from the junk upon which he had been 
living since the opening of the port (a year or 
mote ago) only nine days before; barely time to 
congratula e himself on the acquisition of the come 
moilious shore residence, so soon to be a prey lo 
the flames, which he had so painstakingly evect- 
ed. As the mob artived and, having scaled the 
verandali, commenced to batter in the doors aud 
windows, Mr. Neumann, alone and unarmed, was. 
in a most perilous position. Fortunately, Messrs. 
Sharples-and Jobst came quickly to his rescue, 
revolvers in hand, and the three succeeded in 
beating a retreat before the mob lad time to pluck 
up conrage to proceed to further violence than 
yells and brickbats, They all describe it as an 
extremely narrow escape and a terrible experience, 
They all have nothing but the clothes they sta 
in, and, as they purpose remaining afloat 
the spot, under the protection of the Taotai’s guns 
boats, Uiey were glad to be temporarily firted out 
with such articles of clothing, etc., as the Kuling’s 
passengers could spare them. The Taotai him- 
self appeats to have been seriously alarmed about 
the fate of the Foreign Custums officials: he set 
out al 3 a.m, this morning to come down tiver aud 















































Bid them and tas left them his gunboats ;_his 
solafel}as Usakll were perfectly useless in check+ 
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ing the tioters; some filly men put in an appea 
ance when it was too late, but had they been 
the spot at the beginning those H braves 
would have been equaliy ineffective ; no one seems 
to possess authority to order them to five on a mob, 
even supposing they would obey such an order. 
The mob at Shashi have always been a lerrorto 
Europeans ever the port of Ichang was 
opened and the passing steamers called there lor 
To January of last year, Mr. Neus 
ith two members of the Lyons mission, 
while walking in the adjoining country were 
severely pelted; Mr, Neumaun was badly cut 
about and narrowly escaped serious ir 
As to the temoter causes of the siot, these 
less are to be found in the prospective opens 
ing of Yochou and Hunan generally to foreign 
lade, and in the taking over of the likin by the 
Foreign Customs. But the root of all tronble in 
the Yangize Valley are the Hunanese, These 
people fondly imagine that they have succeeded 
and caw still succeed in keeping the detested fo- 
reigner at bay. 
A pleasing feature in this tiot, and one notice- 
able in other tiots, is the faithful conduct of the 
iwese servants towards their employer, Mr, 
Neumann’s clerk, a young Foochow man named 
Kuo, at the peril of his life rescued $200 and the 
Customs seal from the safe while the rioters were 
© the building and while his ow 
was being burnt and his wife and 
Jd were flying. The servants of the Swedish 
mission succeeded in carrying off some clothing 
nd tinned milk for the children while the mob 
were looting the house, and bravely assisted their 
mistresses to flee to the boat. 













































































THE Lil MR. GLADSTONE. 


pe 


[Seactauty wrirren vor THe "Japan Mat.”] 





HIS LIFES STORY. 

The pt Hon. William Ewart Gladstone, 
M.P., whose death has just been announced, 
was the fourth son of Sir John Gladstone, Bart, of 
Fasque, county Kincardine, N.B. He was born at 
Fa! 1809, and received his 
tion at Eton and Christ Church, Oxtord, of 
which he was nominated a student in 1829, and 
graduated, taking a double first-class in Michael- 
mas term 1831, On the 13th December, 1832, 
M1. Gladstone made his entrance into political life, 
Leing 




















¥LECTRN MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
for the borough of Newark, in Nottinghamshire, 
He was then within a fortnight of completing the 
23: d yeas of his age. He was retuned for Newark 
(in the Couservative interest), defeating a power- 
ful candidate, Mr. Serjeant Wilde (who was 
afterwards Lord Chancellor with the title of Lord 
Timo). Mi. Gladstone took his seat inthe first 
Reformed Parliament before the great majority 
of the present members of Parliament were born, 
He wasin Pailiament five years before his great 
rival, Mr. Du and eleven years before his 
great compeer. Mi, Bright, who, Low in 1811, di 
not enter the House till 1843. Hi 

arycateer embtaced the P 














Grey, 
Viscount Melvourne, Su Robert Peel, Lord Jolin 


Russell, the Eulof D-by, Lord Aberdeen, Lard 
Palmerston, Lord Beaconsfield, the Marquis of 
Salisbury, and Lord R He had seen 
the Exchequer in Althorp, Peel, 
Rice, Baring, Goulburn, Disiaeli, Cornwall Lewis, 
Ward Hunt, Guschen, Sie W. Harcourt, and Su 
Michacl Hicks-Beach, Aud he sutvived, not only 
most of these but a host of other political nota- 
Lilities—Bi ight, Brougham, Lyndhurst, Macaulay, 
Graham, all the leading figives, in short, of neatly 
thee geverations, Mi. Gladstone 


ENTERED OFFICB IN DECEMBER, 1834, 














as Junior Lord of the Treasu in the 
of Sir Robert Peel, and was re- 
elected for without opposition, Shortly 





alter the assembling of Parliament in February, 
1835, he was promoted to the office of 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, and 
March he introduced a bill for the better regula- 
eof passen in merchant- 
to the Continent and islands of No: 
ned many humane 
was most favourably received. 




























The having been defeated in 
Apiil, 1835, siderable period Me. 
Gladstone was in Oppositi je was 
reelected for Newark at the general election of 
1837 consequent on the accession of Queen Victo- 
tia tothe Throne, and was also put forward 





(against his personal desire) as a candidate for 
Manchester, but came out at the bottom of the 
poll. The next general election—that of July, 


184t—again found him retu AC Newark, 














eS 


this time with Lord John Manners as a colleague. 
The election resulting adversely to the Whigs, Sic 
Robert Peel formed a Government in September, 
and in that Government Me Gladstone became 
Vice-President of the Board of Trade and Master 
of the Mint, In May, 1843, he became President 
of the Board, retaining the post of Master of the 






Maynooth College. period—over 
thee years—of his service at the Board of Trade, 
he was largely instrumenta 
‘Taviff and’ securing its pa 
ment (it being tecorded of 





him that during the 
session of 1842 he spoke no fewer than 12g times) 5 
and he also secured the passing of an importan 





Railway Bill, Iu December, 1845, he r 
Peel Government, becoming Colonial Secietary, 
and a member of the Cabinet. The session 
ol 1846 saw the repeal of the Corn Laws, but the 
very day that witnessed the passing of that Act 
in the House of Lords—25ih June, 1846—saw the 
defeat of the Ministry in the House of Commons 
on a bill for the suppression of outrage in Leland. 
Sie Robert Peel and his colleagues resigned, and 
a Whig Ministy was formed by Lord Joln 
Russell, Mr, Gladstone, on accepling office as 
Colonial Secretary, had’ to vacate bis seat for 
Newark. He declined to stand again, as the 
“patron” of the borough (the Duke of New- 
castle, a Protectionist) had resolved to put forward 
another candidate, and he remained without 
a seat in Parliament while the measure repealing 
the Corn Laws, to which he was a party, pas 
the House, Parliament having been dissolved i 
July, 1847, Gladstone stood for Oxford U 
versity, and was elected in conjunction with 
Sir Robert, Inglis over Mr. Round an ultra- 
Protestant and ultra-Tory candidate. He now 
began to assume high position as a Patliamen- 
tay debater, but the discussions of the time 
more and mo developed his Liberal 
stincts. In the memorable debate on the Pacifico 
case in the session of 1850, he powerfully contested 
Lord Palmerston’s Civis Romanus sum doctiine, 
and a few days later he delivered an elcquent 
euloginm on Sit Robert Peel whose suddeu death 
had just occurred. With the latter event beg. 

disintegration of the paity known by his 
e—the *' Peelites.” Several of its members 
ally joined the Conservative ranks, but others 


































for 
held 

ALOOF FROM BOTH WHIGS AND TORIES, 
nt among such “middle-mew” being Sir 
aham, Mr, Siduey Herbert, and Mr.Glad. 
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stone, The Russell Ministry fell in February, 1852, | 


and was succeeded by Lord Derby's first Conservas 
tive Administration. Mr, Distaeli, as Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, produced a Budget which Mr.Glad- 
stone tore to pieces in a brilliant speech. From 
that time is said to have dated that actual and for 
mal political antagonism between Lord Beacons 
field and Mr, Gladstone, whose record then extend 
ed over their generation, Defeated on th 

Budget proposals, Lord Derby's Ministry resign. 
ed, and the famous ** Coalition Cabinet," headed 














by the Earl of Aberdeen, was formed. There 
was bul possible Chancellor of the Ex 
chequer, Ms. Gladstone, aud he held tat 





office fom December, 1852, till February, 1855. 
It is not the purpose of this notice to ware 
tate in detail the proposals of Mr, Gladstone's 
successive Budgets o: to dilate upon the marvel- 
lous speeches in which they were enunciated 
it at all necessary to go over the some. 
what intricate natative of the Crimean wat 
policy, so conspicuous a feature of the history of 
the Aberdeen Cabinet, Mr. Roebeck’s hostile 
motion in regard to. what was once well known as 
the Sebastopol inguiry” led to the downfall of 
the Cabinet in 1855. Lord Palmerston formed a 
new Ministry, retaining an 
Ministers, Mr. Gladstow ong them, but 
a lew days he followed his former colleagues 
retirement, being succeeded by Sir George Core: 
wall Lewis, “The Palmerston Adm 
suffered defeat over the Consp' 
suary, 1858; and Lord Derby fi 
Conservative Adm: 1, with Mi. Discaeli 
again as Chancellor of the Kxchequer. This 
Ministry came to an end on toth June, 1859, on a 
motion of want of confidence proposed on the 
Addcess in reply to the Queen’s Speech, by the 
Duke of Devonshire, then Marquis of Hattington, 
Lord Palmerston thus setuined to power, and to 
M1, Gladstone was once more entrusted the care 
of the national finances. A series of memorable 
Budgets followed, by which large remissions of 
taxation were made, Here the gist of Mr. Glad- 
stone’s financial policy may be bv iefly summarised. 
It has been said by a very competent authority 
that "Sie Robert Peel only opened the doors for 
1 imprisoned industries ; it was left principally 
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ber of the Aberdeen be 








to Mr. Gladstone to carry on the work of knocking 
away their fetters.” The 
EFPECT OF THR FREE TRADE CHANGES 

introduced in 1860 was, roundly speaking, to take 
some 370 articles off the tariff list, and to reduce 
and readjust more equitably the impost upon those 
that remained. Between 1859 60 and 1866-67 Mr. 
Gladstone repealed and teduced taxes to the net 
amountof more than £12,200,000; and, at the same 
time, he cactied out laige reductions of the debt, 
The earlier period of Mr. Gladstone's financial 
career, however, is more noticeable for the con+ 
clusion (in 1860) of the Commercial ‘Treaty with 
France, negotiated on Free Trade principles, and 
the abolition of the excise duty on paper, effected 
in 1861. The question of Parliamentary Reform 
was now coming rapidly to the front, and iv 

speech on Mr. Baines'’s bill in 1864 Mr. 
Gladstone created some alaim in sundry political 
circles by enunciating the doctrine ‘that every 
man who is wot presumably incapacitated by 
some consideration of personal unfitness or of 
political danger is morally emitled to come 
within the pale of the Constitution.” The de- 
claration foreshadowed a Reform Bill just as 
clearly as another declaration in the following 
session—that the arish Church, as she then stood, 
was in a false position—foretold the doom of that 

































institution, These and other indications of grow 
ing Liberalism tendered Mr. Gladsta: 
“suspect” with his old constituents, and thus it 





came about that at the general election of July, 
1865 (consequent upon the expiration of Pavlia- 
ment’s natural term and not because of any party 
conflict) the University of Oxford preferred as 
its representative Mr. Gathorne-Hardy (then a 
comparatively unknown man but afterwards Vise 
count Cranbrook) by 1,904 votes to 1,724 cast 
for Mr, Gladstone. ‘The latter was ‘at once 
put forward for South Lancashire, and began 
his first address to the electors in the Man- 
chester Free Trade Hall with these woids— 








"Tf At last, my friends, I am come among you— 


and I am come, to use an expression which has 
become very famous, and is not likely to be for- 
gotten, 1am come among you unmuzzled.” Mr. 
Gladstone was elected ; and from the day that, as 
he himself phrased it, he was “driven” from his 
seat for Oxford University may be dated his 
FORMAL ALLIANCE WITH THE LIBERAL PARTY, 
although he had practically belonged to it for 
years. Lord Palmerston died in theautumn of 1864, 
and the Government was slightly reconstructed, 
atl Russell becoming ¢ Minister and Mr. 
as Chancellor of the Exchequer, leader 
se of Commons. Then followed the ill- 
fated Reform Bill of 1866 and the remarkable series 
of speeches in which Mr. Gladstone advocated 
and defended it, including the “ crowning oration 
of the memorable debate on the second rea 
i ich, teplying to Mr. Disraeh’s ta 
defined his position to the Liberal party 
came among you an outcast from those witl which 
Iwas associated, driven from them, I admit, by no 
arbitrary act, but by the slow and resistless force 
of conviction. [came among you, to make use 
of legal phraseology, %m formd pauperis. I had 
nothing to offer you but faithful and honourable 
service. Youreceived me with kindness, indul- 
gence, generosity, and I may even say with some 
measure of confidence. And the relation between 
us has assumed such a form that youcan never be 
ny debtors, but that Imust forever remain in 
your debt.” The speech was (and yet remains) a 
masterpiece of impassioned eloquence, and Mr. 
revelyan, in his and Letters of Lord 
Macaulay,” says that “when it had come to its 
close amidst a tempest of applause, one or two 
veterans of the lobby pronounced, amidst the wile 
ling assent of a younger: generation, that there had 
been nothing like it since Plunket.” The 0 
rT Derby for the third time 
with Me, Disraeli again as 
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ncellor of the Exchequer, and leader of the 
Lower Hous a Reform was introduced, 
which bec: transformed into a measure of 





household suffiage, and was passed into la 
IRISH CHURCH QUESTION 
was pressed to the front by Mr, Gladstone, who 
first canied a series of disestablishment resolu. 
i ud then a Suspensory Bill; and the Mi 
solved Patliament and appealed ta the 
country, The general elections took place in No» 
vember, 1868, Lancashiie had been 1e-divided 
under the Reform Act, and Mr. Gladstone stood 
for Souths West Laucashite, his chief opponent be- 
ing Mr. Cross. Mr, Gladstone was defeated, but, 
asa precautionary measute against this possible 
contingency, he had been pre sly put forward 
for the borough of Greenwich, and was elected 
there without once appea before the consti« 
tuency. The Conservative victory in Lancashire, 
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howeverindild{itorrepresent the feeling of the 
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country. The Liberal party re 
ment with a majority of T15—a patty majority 
such as had never been known since 1832, Mr. 
Distaeli (who had become Prime Minister in 
February 1868, on the resignation of Lord 
Derby through failing health) at once resigned, 
without mecting Parliament; and on 4th Decem: 
ber, 1868, Mr. Gladstone was summoned by the 

ueen to form a Ministry, The history of Mr. 

ladstone’s first Administration has, in respect of 
the great legislative work that was accomplished, 
been characterised as 








“(THE GOLDEN AGB OF LIBERALISM,” 
In the first session, that of 1869, the Irish Church. 
was disestablished and disendowed, and in 1870 
an lish Land Bill was passed—both measures 
being personally managed by Mr, Gladstone, who 
in their direction and discussion exhibited a know- 
ledge of details and an amount of patience, per- 
severance, tact, and temper that surprised both 
friends and fves, The session of 1870 also wit: 
hessed the passing of the English Education Act, 
and towaids its close, consequent on the outbreak 











of war between France and Piussia, the 
Government secured the conclusion of a 
new Treaty with these Powers maintaining 





the independence and neutrality of Belgium. Of 
minor administrative changes the following may 
be noticed :—Appointments in the Civil Service 

* were thrown open to public competition ; the Com- 
mander-in-Chief was reduced from being a direct 
ageut of the Crown to being a subordinate of the 
Minister of War; anew Foreign Enlistment Act 
was passed (to deal with such cases as the Alaba 
ma); the halfpenny postage for uewspapers was 
instituted, and 














POSTAL CARDS WERE INTRODUCED. 
‘The session of 1871 was mainly occupied with the 
discussion of one question, the abolition of pur 
chase in the Army—finally effected by Order in 
Council, the Lords having rejected the bill for the 
purpose (the Army Regulation Bill)—but the Bal- 
lot Bill was also discussed, and a measure sweeping 
away the remaining University Tests was passed, 
In this year also the Treaty of Washington for the 
‘adjustment of the Alabama claims was concluded, 
the neutralisation of the Black Sea was abrogated 
ata Conference of the Powers held in London, 
and the San Juan boundary question was submit- 
ted to the Emperor of Germany. In, 1872 the 
Ballot Bill become law, and the other legislation 
of the sessi ded Several important measures 
—the Scotch Education Act, the Mines Regulation 
Act, a Licensing Act, dia Public Health Act. 
In 1872, Mr. Gladstone addressed himself to the 
task of setiling the perplexing Trish University 
question, and intioduced a bill for that purpose. 
‘The second reading of the bill, however, was de- 
feated by a majuity of thiee. Mr. Gladstone re- 
signed; Mr, Distaeli refused to take office with 
a majoity against him, and Mr Gladstone 
had—very reluctantly—to remain in power. The 
Ministry by this time was considerably wea ken 
ed by numerous causes, and the Liberal party 
was slightly disintegrated owing to Nonconfor mist 
defections arising out of the Church ” tendencies 
of the Education Bill, By-election alter by- 
election went against the Government, At last, 
on 23:d January, 1874, Mr, Gladstone literally 
Startied the country by announcing that the exe 
isting Parliament would be dissolved, and a vew 
ove summoned to meet without delay. A very 
keen electoral campaign ensued, but the Con- 
servalives were victutious, securing a majority of 
46 votes, the net loss of the Liberals being 56 
seats, Mr, Gladstone (who since August, 1873, 
had been Chancellor of the Exchequer as well as 
First Lord of the Treasury, and who bequea- 
thed to his successors the fine surplus of 
six millions) atonce tesigned, and Me. Disraeli 
formed a Ministry, Shortly after the merting 
of Parliament, Mr. Gladst announced 
to his followers (hat he reserved te freedom to 
divest himself of all the responsibilities of leader 
ship at no distant time. Eaily in January, 1865, he 
























































FORMALLY RESIGNED THE LEADERSHIP 
of the Liberal party; at the age ol 65, and 
42 years of alaborions public life, he thought 


ter 
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selfentitled toretive, ‘The Marquis of Hartington 
was subsequently elected leader, Mr. Gladstone, 
however, did wot—in point of fact, he could not— 





ation Patlias 





long abstain from active partici 
mentary and political affairs. ‘he “ Bulgarian 
atrocities” in the summer of 1876 a:oused him to 
action, and in Septembes he published a pamphlet 
entitled “Bulgarian Hovars, and the Question of 
the East.” One passage that has become historical 
and famous (although tt is perpetually and persist. 
ently misquoted) gives the keynote of Mr, Glad- 
stone’s policy on the Raster Q iestion—" Let us 
insist that our Government, winch has been work 
in one divecti shall work in 

































the other 


shall apply all its vigour to concur with 
ction of 


States of Europe in obtai the exti 
the Turkish executive power in Bulgaria, Let the 
Turks now carry away their abuses in the only 
possible manner, vamely, by carrying off then 
selves. ‘Their Zaptichs and theic Madirs, their 
Bimbashis and their Yurbachis, thes Kaimakams 
and their Pashas, one, and all, bag and bag 
gage, shall, I hope, clear out fiom the province 
they have desolated and profaned.” A survey 
of the fietce political and polemical conflict that 
ensued, and the really personal contest between 
Mr, Gladstone and Lord Beaconsfield (Mr. Dis 
raelihad been raised to the peerage in August, 
1876), is impossible in this sketch, Similarl 
there is no space to pass in review the Afghanistan 
and South African policy of the Government of 
the day, and the position taken up by Mc. Glad- 
stone on these subjects. Suffice it to say that the 
contest concluded in the great political campaign 
of April, 1880. Iu the previ mu Mr. Glad- 
























stone sesolved upon 
in the end of November made a 


remarkable 
“progress” thither and delivered a series of ora 
tions m the country that have since become alike 
famous and historical as 


“THR MIDLOTHIAN SPKECHES ” 

At the election Mi. Gladstone was returned 
over the Earl of Dalkeith by 1,479 voles to 
1,368. He was also elected for Leeds, but 
preferred to sit for the Scutch Metropolitan 
county, general election resulted in a 
Liberal majority of 111 over the Conservatives, 
and a majority of 59 over the Conservatives and 
Home Rulers combed. Lord Bzaconsfield at 
once resigned; Lord Granville and Lord Har. 
Lington were successively summoned by the Queen, 
but Mr, Gladstone—who had all through the elec 
tion been designated fur the office by the Liberal 
party throughout the country==was eventually ap- 
pointed Prime Minister, taking also the Chancel 
lorship of the Exchequer, The work that Me, 
Gladstone accomplislied after he took office hardly 
requires recital, The short session of 1880 was 
practically wasted in useless and obstructive 
discussions and in the passing by the Com- 
mons of the Irish Compensation for Disturb- 
ance Bill, only to be rejected by the Upper 
House. Mr. Gladstone, however, introduced « 
very noticeable supplementary Budget, in which 
he abolished the malt tax and established a new 
scale of wine duties; and the Government 
managed to pass Ground Game Bill and the 
Employers’ Liability Bill. Then followed the 
noted conflict with the Land League, and the 
passing of the Irish Protection against Crimes 
Bul, ‘The histury of Mr. Gladstone’s second 
Ministry may be summed up in three words— 
Leland, Egypt, Franchisethough of course a 
large number of oth tters (such as My. 
Chambetlain’s Bankruptcy Bill Merchant 
Shipping Bull) were lung under consideration. 
Ireland was the great que the sessions 
of 1880 (May—August), 1881, 1882, and the de. 
bates on the Compensation for Disturbance Bill, 
on 
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MR, FOST&R'’S COERCION BILI 
and (after the murder of Lord Frederick Cavendish 
and Mr. Burke, May 6, 1882) on the Crimes Bill, 
occupied the greater part of the time and attention 
of the country. What prolonged and exasperated 
the discussions was the method «f obstruction 
vented aud practised uot only by the followers of 
Mr. Parnell, but also by some members of the 
Tory panty. After the passing of the Cr 
Act, which closed a period of almost unexa 
Parliamentary and ative difficulty, 
Egypt began to occupy the mind of Parliament. 
The struggle with Avabi Pasha came to ahead 
in July, when Sir Beauchamp Seymour, now Lord 
Alchester, bombarded the forts of Alexandria; and 
was ended on Sept. 13, when Su Garnet Wolseley 
wou the batile of Telel-Kebu. But Me, Glad 
stone’s difficulties were only just beginning. ‘The 
It of the Arab Uibes of the Soudan, the dese 
of Hicks Pasha's Egyptian army, the two 
akin expeditions, the . 
DESPATCH OF GKNKRAL GORDON TO KHARTOUM, 
and, long afterwards, of Lord Wolseley’s relieving 
force, the advance wf this latter, ity diffieulti 
, its fail b Khartoum 
in time to save Gord these things are too fresh 
in the public memory ton tulat 
The session of 1884 was occnp: : 
politics are concerned, with the Franchise Bull 
BU tor extending household suffrage to the 
counts dthus completing the deaocratising 
of the constitution, Passed in the Commons, it 
was thrown out by the Lords, who, under the gui- 
dauce of Lord Salisbury, declined to pass it until 
the Redistibution scheme was before them. B, 
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and ‘Tory leaders tesulted in settling the lines 
of a Redistribution Bill, After this both Bills 
passed in due course (1885), but soon afterwards, 
on June g'h, Mr. Gladstone was overthrown by 
a vote on the Budget, and Lord Salisbury came 
into power. At the general election of Novem- 
ber, 1885, the Liberals were returned with oum- 
bers almost exactly equal to those of the Tories 
aud Patnellites combined, Suon afterwards, Me. 
Gladstone returned to office, and at the same time 
caused itto be known that he was prepared to 
introduce a 














HOM RULE 


measue. This broke up the Liberal party. Lord 
Haitington and others refused office, and Mr. 





Chamberlain and Sit George Trevelyan accepted 
only on grounds which were soon afterwards 
shows to be untenable, Mr, Gladstone introduc- 





ed his Home Rule Bill ina long and powerful 
speech on April 8 (the scene in the House before, 
during, and after the speech being one that will 
ever be forgotten), and on Juneg the second read 
was tejected by a majority of go. He appeale 
ed tothe country, and asa result an overwhelming 
tity of Conservatives and Unionist Liberals 
retuned. He resigned without meeting 
Parliament, and Lud Salisbury became for the 
second time Prime Minister, Aug. 3. 1886. 
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From 1886 to 1892 the Liberals were in opposi- 

i the first year or two were spentin mere ob- 

tion of Lord Salisbury id Mi. Balfour's 
icy. Then came the P. 

















rehabilitation of Pamnell, and his final 
over the O'Shea divorce case. The d 
the Lrish ranks uwing to Mr. Gladstone's dem: 
for the retirement of Mr. Parnell from the lead: 
ship of the patty seusibly weakened it. Parnell 
was a man of such commanding personality, 
of such ability as a leader, that it was hardly pos- 
sible that all his followers would leave him in the 
moment of his disgrace. Even with his death the 


















cause of division was not removed ; the tradition 
of Parnellism ed the man’ himself; and 
when in 1892 M:, Gladstone found himself in 
power again it was with a body of supporters of 





all kinds of different opinions and sympathies, 
English Liberals and Radicals were but half-heart- 
ed over Home Rule; they simply wanted a Bill 
passed in order to clear the way for their own 
particular pet fads; the Anti-Patnellites desired 
Home Rule, but desired still more the extinction 
of the Parellites; the Parnellites, while acknowe 
ledging an academic tegard for Teland’s self 
xovernment, chiefly desired the political scalps of 
the Anti-Parnellites. It was a hopeless enterprise. 
After many uproatious debates, culminating in the 
famous free fight—alter whic! collars, and 
false teeth of members were found loosely scat- 
tered on the loot of the House of Commons—the 
Home Rule Bull passed through the Lower House, 
ouly tobe thrown out by the House of Lovds. It 
was the last word for Home Rule—at any sate 
under the old leaders, Mr. Gladstone resigned i 
1894, and passed into private life. His extiaord: 
ary energy however did not allow | 

in entirely quiescent, and 
menian horrors two years agohemade 
a vigorous and powerful speech directed against 
the horrors of Abdul Hamid’s policy of exterminas 
tion. He also actively showed his sympathy with 
the G eeks in their ill-advised war last spring. 





























HIS ORATORY AND WRITINGS, 


Me. Gladstone was ane of the finest orators of 
the century :a man of marvellous command of lane 
guage, aud of peculiar powers of persuasion, As 
author he possessed a polished and vigorous style, 
and had he not devoted himself to politics there is 
question but that he would have been a great 
wt of literature. His books include: Studies on 
Homer and the Homeric Age, 1858 ; Ecce Homo, 
1868 ; Juventus Mundi: The Gods and Men of the 
Heroic Age, 1868; Homeric Synchionism: Aa 
Ingairy into the ‘Time and Place of Homer, 1876 
Landmarks of Homeric Study, 1890; The Im- 
pregnable Rock of Holy Scriptures, 1890-2; A 
Translation of Horace, 1894; Butler's Works, 1896, 





























THE NAVIES OF SPAIN AND THE 
UNITED STATES. 
Cee eS 
(By H. W. Witsow.] 


In view of the great tension alveady existing 
Uetween Spain and the United States, it is au 
tet of some importance to ascettain the naval posi« 
» of both co es, In regard to ships ready 














alter an autunm of popular demonstrations ” 
lé" of conferences between the Liberal 


sea in April, 1898, the two countries stand 
Und) F+9/Nal 
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ited States. Spnii 








Battleships .. 
Armoured cruisers 
Cruisers over 17 knots 
ers 14 to 17 knots, 
Coast-defence ships 
Torpedo gunboats 
Destroyers andtorpedo-boats, 8 
The five American battleships ave, with one ex+ 
ception, modern, well-designed, and heavily. 
armed. Three, the Indiana, Massachusetts, aud 
Oregon are of the /ndiana class, and of these th 
Oregon was stationed on the Pacific coast, but i 
now on her wav round Cape Horn, to join the 
Atlantic fleet; the fourth is the receutly-con- 
pleted Jowa, an improvement on the Indiana; 
id the fifth is the ill-fated Texas, which, afier 
a uniformly unsuccessful career, distinguished her- 
self by sinleing in dock last year, The first four 
ships are similar in many respects to our Royal 
Sovereigns, of which they are evident copies. 
are excellent vessels in fair weather, but, according 
to an American officer, have too much super: 
structure, and carry too much metal, e 
weak in anything of a seaway. Many of their 
defects have been removed, or will be removed, by 
fitting them with bilgekeels. The solitary Spanish 
battleship, Pelayo, is of a much older type, 
in style, bu the later eighties. 
She has neither the Judiana’s armament now arm 
our, and would be quite unable (o meet any of this 
class in battle, though she has been recently re- 
constructed at Toul id equipped with water. 
tube boilers and quick-firing gu Her speed is 
16} knots, about the same as that of the Americe 





















































nage. Date, Armour, Armanent, 
Indiana. 10,300 1893 17-18" 4 137 88" 46" 
Pelayo, 8500 1887 16.1 18" 212.8" 2 11°9 5.5” 


The United States have five battleships and Spain 
one in hand, but, owing to financial difficulties with 
the armour-plate makers, the American ships are 
in a very backward state, The Spanish ship is buil. 
ding at Elswick, and cannot be ready for mouths, 

The two American armor 
and Brooklyn, ave very formidable ships, having 
steamed 21 and 22 knots on trial, They cany 
heavy batteries and good armour protection, and 
should be able to make short work of ordinary 
protected cruisers. Ihe Spanish armoured c 
are of three types—one, the Cristobal Coton, 
purchased from Italy two years ago, isa remaik. 
able ship, and, though a good deal smaller than the 
New York, should be a match for her, being well 
protected and well armed, She is almost com- 
pletely encased in 6-in, steel armour, She has 
just exchanged her heavy guns, which were of 


Arms 
pons made by Canet. She naw caries two 9 4 
ten 6 in. and six q7-in guns, A similar ship, the 
Gartbaldi, is said to Nave been purchased fiom 
Italy, but the report, though probable, has not 
been confirmed, The second Spanish ciuises 
this group isthe Carlos V, which is just read 
She is of the same size as the Brooklyn, bu 


























ng type and had given trouble, lor wea 













is 
in armament and speed, and is a 





lous vessel, a1moured with 2 in, plate, 

i Lastly come the Viscaya, 
which represented Spain at the Naval Revie 
Infanta Maria Theresa, and Almirante Oquendo, 
sister ships and copies on ar enlarged scale of 
our Australia class. ‘They are armed each with 
jo tiein. and ten § a battery which 
is not very well chosen for a ciaiser, The 
heavy guns are in ro-in, turrets, but the light 
er guns have only shields, There is a 1 
armour belt on the water line. ‘The speed of all 
the five Spanish armoured cruisers is 20 knots on 
are unquestionably the finest itents in 
fleet, A third ciniser similar to the 
Cristobal Colon is building in Italy, and is to be 
delivered this year. tales have no 
ships in this class under const: uction, 
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d cruisers is to some 
tent compensated by their superiority in fast 
Protected cinisers. Here they have thirteen ves- 
sels of the following types: two the Columbia 
and Minneapolis, are known as commerce-destroy. 
ers, steam nominally 22 or 23 knots, but are very 
lightly armed. The Olympia is a 21 knot ship, 
with a heavy battery, and is stationed in the Paci- 
fic, She is pethaps the most successful of the 
American unarmonred cruisers. The Baltimore, 
Philadelpia, San Francisco, Charleston, Cincin- 
nati, Raleigh, Detroit, Marblehead, Montgomery, 
and Bennsigion range trom 4 400 tons to 1,700 
tons, and in conformity with Americ 
ase very heavily armed, [t is the aii 
United States that they should outmatch ships of 
their size, but they are so crammed with guns that 
they toll heavily, The Raleigh is on her way 
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the Mediterranean, ‘Two good cruisers, the 
Amasonas aud the Abreu, have just been bought 
ftom Brazil. They are Elswick built, steam 20} 
knots, and carry each six 6-in, and four 4 7-in 
quick-firers. Another smaller cruiser, name 
unknown, has been secured in England, She 
steams 16 knots. Attempts have been made 











by the United States, as by Spain, to buy 
two small batileships, the Afareschiallo Deo- 
doro and Floriano, building for Brazil in 





France. Whether these ships have been pur- 
chased, and by which Power, remains uncestain, 
Against these vessels Spain has only the A/phonso 
XII. and Lepanio, sister ships of the illestaned 
Reina Regente, which disappeared at sea some 
years ago. They share her defect of instability, 
owing to excessive armament. Of smaller and 


slower cruisers the United States have twelve, 


against the Spanish eight, and the Ame 
vessels are the newer and betler, 
have six very powerful turtet-ships for coast de- 
fence, the Afonterey, Puritan, Amphitrite, Monad- 
nock, Terror, aud Minatonomoh. The first is on 
the Pacific coast, but the other five are on the Al- 
lantic. They are quite useless in rough weather, 
and have too little ceal tu go far from their base, 
but for the defence of the great ha:bours they 
would prove invaluable. There is one armoured 
ram, the Katadin, a failuce in point of speed. ‘The 
torpedo floulla of the United States is inferior to 
that of Spain; the latter, besides her flotilla of 
torpedo gunboats, has six new and two old des- 
lWoyers, Of the American boats the Winslow, 
Dupont, Cushing, Ericsson, and Porter, all of 
them new and good boats, are at Key West ot 
‘Tampa on the Florida coast. Spain has further 
two old battleships which have been refilled and 
cearmed, and another which isof no fighting value. 
She has a very large number of small gunboats, 
cighty-two in all, built mainly for police purposes 
on the coast of Cuba and the Philippines. ‘They 
are of not the slightest value for work at sea. The 
United States have thirteen old monitors, of the 
civil war period, armed with 15-inch smoothbores, 
which are vow about as formidable as popguns. 
In personnel Spain is somewhat the steonger. 
‘The United States have 1,662 officers, 11,750 sea- 
men, and 2,000 marines. Spain has 1,737 officers, 
14,000 seamen, and 9,000 marines; but of the la 
term Id not be embarked. Want of men 
is as clvonic a difficulty in the American Navy as 
in the English, nor is it obvious how all the ships 
are to be sent to sea. Available as a reserve is 
the Naval Militia, with a total of 2,550 men. 
Spain has lage reserves, inasmuch as she em: 
ploys short service to man her navy, much as 
do France and Germany. The quality of the 
Spanish personnel, judged by the figure her sea 
men cutat Kiel and Spithead, is high, but it is 
said that the target practice in her fleet is very 
fans, as in the 
importance to this 
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inadequate, whereas the Amer 
past, 
0 








ave known to attach great 
today, The American crews are ol varied 
races and colours, [1 is said that in one United 
States warship on the China station fifteen lan. 
guages were spoken, and in the Afaine thee were 
Englishmen, Germans, and Japanese—the last, 
however, only in the capacity of stewards, “The 
deserters in 1894 wumbered joo mi 
the pay is very high, at 
wholly to be tusted. Though the public spisit 
and patriotism of the American are undoubted, he 
isylike the Englishman, prone to undervalue the 
need of preparation and training, and he is by ne 
means fond of discipline. 

Spain is reported to have purchased of Chilithe 
O'Higgius and Esmeralda, (wo fine armoured 
cinisers, but here again there is no confirmation s 
if there has been a sale it has been accampl 
in silence aud sectecy. The America’ 
very likely to be able to buy any m 
ctnisers, as the market is exhausted. 
le strong enough, as Spain lacks what the 
United States possess, fast auxiliary cruisers. The 
Americans have the Atlantic liners S#, Louis, St. 
Paul, Paris and New York at their service and 
twenty-eight slower ships. For most of these 
armaments are provided, but to find tained crews 
would be difficult. Each country has submasine 
torpedo boats, the American Holland and Plunger 
being it may be supposed, a match for the Spanish 
Peral, which performed with fair success some 















































year ago. 

Strategically, the United States have a great 
advantage in that they can threaten Cuba and 
ing their ships far afield ; 
eas Spain has distance against her, That fact 
alone would determine the issue in favour of the 
United States. Spain is not likely to risk anything 
















1 keep them, in the Philippin 
nthe Canaries, As America has 3,160 merchant 














’ st 723 Spanish ships of 
587,000 tons, it is obvious that America risks much, 
This commerce cannot well be protected owing 
to the want of American coaling stations. 
Neutrals could not permit United States ships to 
coal and dock in their ports, as the precedent of 
the Alabama has shown, and therefore the United 
States waiships would be tethered to their own 

ler these circumstances American ship- 
(vanish, temporarily at any rate, from the 
nless England, as she well might, opens her 
18 to both sides. ‘This would help 
the United States without gross injustice to Spain. 
Sympathy in this county must, whatever hap- 
pens, be with our cousins. The bombardment of 
the Ametican sea-coast towns, most of which are 
quite unprotected, might be attempted by Spain, 
but here the risks would be very great. Philadel« 
phia, Baltimore, and Boston ate the places 
most exposed. Bombardments are not really 
formidable and it would be dangerous to ex- 
asperale so strong a State, New York and 
Washington may now Le considered perfectly sale 
from serious attack, and in a very short space of 



































time the other leading American cities will be. 
The United States ate weakened by the fact th 
thei 





fleet is divided between the Pacific and At- 

but they none the less have ample force to 
vand their local seas on the Atlantic coast. 
Neither Power having accepted the Declaration 
of Paris, setious difficulties and complications are 
likely to arise with neuteals, It is to be hoped 
that both sides will act according to the spirit of 
that declaration, none the less, as England and 
Germany must ‘in any case suffer considerably, 
The net result of a struggle, which in the interest 
of both Powers ought to be avoided, would be that 
Spain would lose Cuba and the United States 
their shipping trade, This knowledge and reluc- 
tance to attack a weak Power have infused pr: 
worthy moderation into American councils.—Pa/l 
Mall Gasette. 
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THE WAR. 
POWERFUL SPANISH SQUADRON GETTING 
READY FOR THE PHILIPPINES. 
TO SAIL AT END OF MONTH. 
ALLEGED AMERICAN UNPREPAREDNESS. 
London, May 20. 
In view of the rigorous American censor- 
ship it is difficult to obtain reliable war 
news. A Spanish squadron has been 
organized at Cadiz, and consists of one 
battleship, seven cruisers, and three tor- 
pedo vessels. The squadron is expected 
to sail for the Philippines at the end of the 
month with 11,000 troops. The American 
volunteers and thilitia are stated to be 
utterly unprepared for a campaign. 
SPANISH SQUADRON AT CUBA. 
AMERICAN SHIPS WITHDRAW. 
London, May 21. 
It is announced from Madrid that Ad 
miral Cerveras’ squadron succeeded in 
eluding the Americans and reached San- 
tiago de Cuba, where it found two Ameri- 

































i]can warships, which speedily withdraw. 


SPANISH WARSHIPS ALLEGED TO 
BE OFF NOVA SCOTIA. 
Nine ships, supposed to be Spanish, are 
passing down the Nova Scotian coast. 


AMERICAN FLEET MASSING AT 
KEY WEST. 


London, May 23. 
Admirals Schley and Sampson’s squad- 
rons are both at Key West actively pre- 
paring. The whereabouts of Admiral 
Cerveras’ squadron continue uncertain. 
HONOURS FOR BRITISH OFFICIALS 
AT HONGKONG AND TOKYO. 


The Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart, 
Colonial Secretary at Hongkong, and Mr. 
J. H. Gubbins, Japanese Secretary to the 
British Legation at Tokyo, have been ap- 
pointed Companions of the Order of St. 
Michaeban@St. George. 
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THE LATE MR. GLADSTONE. 
STATE FUNERAL VOTED. 

The Houses of Lords and Commons 
have voted a State funeral for the late 
Mr. Gladstone, and a monument in West- 
minster Abbey. The funeral will probably 
not take place for three weeks. 

ENGLAND AND FRANCE ON 
THE NIGER. 
MUTUAL CONCESSIONS. 

The Niger question has attaived the 
point of settlement. It is understood that 
Great Britain retains Baussa and France 
retains Hikki, and two ports on the Middle 
Niger, also a large extent of territory, in- 
cluding the whole hinterland of Dahomey. 

SPANISH FLEET. 
REPORTED SHORT OF COAL AND RATIONS. 
London, May 24. 

It is reported that the Spanish fleet is 
short of coal andrations. It has left San- 
tiago de Cuba, but its present whereabouts 
are uncertain, 

AMERICAN TROOPS EMBARK FOR MANILA. 
FRANCE AND THE PHILIPPINES. 
London, May 25. 

Two transports have embarked troops at 
San Francisco for Manila. It is rumoured 
that Spain is negotiating with France for 
the sale of the Philippines. 

IN SEARCH OF THE SPANIARDS. 
Admirals Sampson and Schley’s Squad 
rons have left Key West in search of Ad- 

miral Cerveras’ Squadron. 
SPANISH SQUADRON SAID TO BE 
ENTRAPPED. 
London, May 26. 

It is stated that Admiral Cerveras’ 
Squadron is hemmed in by the American 
ships at Santiago de Cuba. 

GLADSTONE’S REMAINS. 
LYING IN STATE. 

Mr. Gladstone’s remains are to lie in 
state at Westminster for two days prior 
to interment, which will take place on 
Saturday. 

BETTING ON THE DERBY. 
London, May 24. 

Disraeli, Dieudonné, and Batt (?) are 

the first three horses in the Derby betting. 
RESULT OF THE DERBY. 

The following is the result of the 
Derby: 1 Jeddas, 2 Batt, 3 Dunlop. 

MR. GLADSTONE'S FUNERAL. 

THE PALL-BEARERS. 

The Prince of Wales, the Duke of 
York, Marquis of Salisbury, Earls Rose- 
bery and Kimberley, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Mr. Arthur Balfour, and Sir 
William Harcourt are to be the pall-bear- 
ers at Mr, Gladstone’s funeral. 


(Received by the Fifi) 
LATEST SITUATION AT MANILA, 
Hongkong, May 24. 

The blockade of the city of Manila and 
consequent interruption of communica- 
tions has caused a great rise in the price 
of provisions, which were quoted at one 
time at treble the ordinary rates. But 
prices have now begun to decline. 

Manila city has not yet been bom- 
barded, Persons who had fled to other 
places to avoid the danger, believing that 
the bombardment was inevitable, are re- 
turning. The only hope is that the bom- 
bardment will not take place in consider- 
ation of the number of subjects of Neutral 


Powers resident there. ‘ 
Digitized by oc 








The inhabitants of the city continue 
peaceful and calm, and there is no sign of 
a rising. 

Rear-Admiral G. Dewey, Commander of 
the American Navy, occupied the maga- 
zine at Cavite, and is awaiting instructions 
from his Government as to the course to 
be adopted. 

REPLY TO FRENCH CLAIMS. 
Peking, May 23. 

In reply to the French claims the Chinese 
Government has accepted the conditions 
that a sum of 30,000 yen be paid to be 
distributed among the families of the 
murdered missionaries, and that a church 
be established at Peh Hai port, Canton 
province. The claim for the right of lay- 
ing down a railway between Peh Hai port 
and Kwangsi is still under consideration. 

BRITISH FORCES ENTER 
WE.IHAI-WEI, 
Pekin, May 25. 

The evacuation of Wei-hai-wei by Japan- 
ese troops having been concluded on the 
23rd inst., a British force has entered 


there, 
PRINCE HENRY. 
Peking, May 25. 
Prince Henry of Prussia left here for 
Port Arthur to-day. 
DEPARTURE OF JAPANESE CONSUL FOR 
MANILA, 
Hongkong, May 26. 
Owing to the interrupted mail steamer 
service, Mr. Mimasu, Japanese Consul at 
Manila, left here for his destination on 
board the warship Akitsushima. 





{ now rae Norra Cuiva Daity News.) 
‘THE WAR IN THE EAS’ 
Hongkong, May, 15. 

The U.S. dispatch-vessel Augh McCulloch 
arrived from Manila to-day and anchored off 
Kowloon in Chinese waters, All was quiet at 
Manila when she left, 

A Spanish revenue cruiser coming in from 
the South, unaware of war having broken ont, 
came into the bay and was captured by the 
Americans, her crew being liberated on parole. 

Mr, Williams, ex U.S. Consul at I. was 
enthusiastically received by the insurgents on 
landing at Cavite, 

The U.S S, Charleston is coming out to join 
the squadron, 

There is an 
question of rep 
and Hongkong. 


















intermmational deadlock on the 
g the cable between Manila 





(From Tne Cniwa Mare") 


THE FORGED BANK NOTES, 
Singapore, May 18, 11.5 a.m, 

At the Supreme Court, in Criminal Sessions, 
Heinsich Grosse and George Schultz, who were 
arrested on the 27.h April in connection with 
the extensive forgery of Hongkong and Shang 
hai Bank notes, were found guilty of utiering 
and forging the notes. Grosse was sentenced 
to ten years’ imprisonment and Schultz to eight 
years’ imprisonment, 

[Altogether the face value of the sham hotes 
amount to $221.015.] 











{Feow rwa Toxnix Parans,) 
DISORDER IN SPAIN. 
Paris, May 10. 
Disorder continues in several towns of Spain, 
AFFAIRS IN ITALY. 
Paris, May to. 
The Italian Parliament is prorogued, 
Trouble has brok n out in) Tuscany and 
Naples, and a state of siege has been established. 
Another riot has occurred at Milan, 


Paris, May 12. 
glen quiet in Ttaly. 
. 


ABOLITION OF THE CORN DUTIES IN 
FRANCE 


Paris, May 4. 
The corn duties are to be suppressed from 
the rst July. 
BREAD RIO!IS IN SPAIN. 
Patis, May 5. 
Riots have taken place in several 
Spain on account of the dearness of bread. 
‘THE ITALIAN RIOTS. 
Paris, May 8. 
Riots attended with great bloodshed have 
taken place at Milan, Divourne, and Florence, 
Paris, May 9. 
There were three hundred killed and a thou- 
sand wounded in the riot at Milan. 
‘THE FRENCH ELECTIONS. 
Paris, May 9. 
The elections passed off quietly and have 
given the following resulis:—s61 candidates 
have been elected, namely, 179 republicans, 
112 radicals, 24 socialists, 32 unionists, and 36 
reactionaries. Second ballots are required lor 
178 
"The ters have all been re-elected with 
the exception of M. Andié Lebon, who goes to 
a second ballot with 10.762 votes against 10 487 
polled for M. Maussabré, conservative, 
The strength of parties remains almost un- 
changed. 
M., M. Jaurés aud Deloncle were defeated, 
Edouard Diumont, Paul Derouléde, and Ad- 
miral Rieunier were elected. 

















(Brow Jaranase Parsee.) 
PLAGUE AT AMOY. 
Taipeh, May 25. 

Plague is now prevalent at Amoy; between 
roand 20 persons are dying daily. 
THE HONGWAN-JI FIRE: ENORMOUS 

DAMAGE. 
Kyoto, May 26. 

Yesterday at 5 p.m. fire broke out in the 
house of the waste-paper broker, Kajimachi, 
and the flames spread to the buildings in the 
compound of the Buddhist Temple, Higashi 
Honganji, The buildings were burned down, 
the temple itself escaped destruction theugh 12 
godo nd 3, buildings of the Kyoto Godown 
Association were consumed with the merchan- 
dise in them. The value of merchandise des- 
troyed is estimated at about yen 250,000 and 
he godowns at about yen 150,000, both being 
insured in Tokyo, The damage in the Temple 
compound is estimated at yen 180,000, 




















MAIL STEAMERS. 















etait ees 
THE NEXT MAIL IS DUK 
From Line. Steamer. Date, 
Awericn 0. & 0.00, Venus f, Mayo7 
Hongkong, 


America 


Olympia 6 
Rosetta 
Co. Coptic 

4 Hohensoltera 
Km, of India 
Ear. of China 
Amerien 





1 bef 
# Left 
3 Left San 

4 Left Vieto 
5 Left Shang! 
6 Lef. Hunxkong on the 


THE NEXT MAIL. LEAVES 
















Por Line. Steamer. Date, 
Canada, ke C.P.R.Co, Rm.of Japan. May ay 
Hongkong |. Co. Gaelic M, Ma. so 
Hongkong Rohitla ‘Tu. May 31 
America Pera Tu, May 5x 
Hongkong Columbia 
Olympia ¥. Jane 3 
Kobe Maru W. June x 
Ww, June 8 
Th. June 








Henao co Mi fone 
Hongkong P. » Cl Tu. June 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 





URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
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the Tokyo Chess Clubs are 
ng the summer months, 


Concerning Probuem No. 

It seems that Pradignat’s Prize-Winner, No 

69, has two solutions. Solvers will be credited 

with either solution, although we would ke them 
to send us Loth of them. 





Propium No. 372. 
By J. P. Tartor. 
From The Times, Philadelphi 
(Herr Reichel calls this "A Study in Kuights,”) 


atauns 








wari 
White mates in two moves, 


Gam No. 390. 


‘Tae Unitep Staves Cuametossuip Marcu. 
SIXTH GAME. 


Queen's Pawn’s Opening. 
‘White—Showalter, Black—Pillsbury, 











WHITE. BLACK. WHITE, BLACK 
PQs PQy 16 RxB Ki3(t) 
PR3  KUKBs [17 R QBs O«K'P 

3B o Kt Bg Bsq <Q 

4P KBg) Kt ks | RQ RRBq 

5 Kt KB3 Kix KBE OK Beq 

6 PxKt PK3 21K K2 K Ksq 

7 Castles BK 22R Bz RsR 

8 Kt Bg — Castles 2g ReR | BKy 

oB gz) P Qks(e) 24BKi4 BQ2 
RBq PBs 25 B B8(g) KQ-q 

11 PxP PxP 20 R Bs(h) P 3 

12 Kt QR4 27B06 POR3 

(4) Ke 28 B Bych K Ksq 
13KtKs Kx 29K Q2 - R Bag 
14PxKt BR3(e) | 30PQ4% BKty(i) 

15 KixP  Bxkt 31 Draw game 

Notes by Emil Kemeny, in The Ledger, 
Philadelphia, 





(a) Showaltet’s favorite 
Pawn's opening. The play is not generally adopt- 
ed on account of the weakening of the K P, but it 
certainly has the advantage of preventing the ad 
versary from Pto K 4. 

(b) Better perhaps was P to Q R3, followed by 





nove in the Queen's 











PtoQ Kt 4, Bto Kt 2and R to Beg. 

(e) eof the match P to B 4 
was pl: ‘The text play it seems is an 
improv 

(3) connection with Ki to K 5 


i 
does not prove satisfactory. B to K sq it seems 
was better. 

(e) Better than P to B 5, in which case White 
could answer P takes P and R takes 

()) Of course Black had this move 
he played 14—B to R 3. He could not play B 
takes P, for B to R § would be the reply, and 
Black would lose the Bishop, The play selected 
equalizes the game. 

(g) ‘The Bishops being of opposite colours, no- 

could be anticipated, 
s was B to Q6, but even then 
White had ing chance. 

(i) After this move a draw was agreed upon, 
Black with K to Q 2 will force the exchange of 
Rooks, and the Bishops being of opposite colours 
thereis hardly any possibility for either side to win, 

















Game No. 391. 
A Vienna Brivviant. 
(10m Gambit.) 


White—L, Fried. Black—C. Schlechter, 
WHITE. BLACK. WHITH. BLACK. 
1PKBy P Ky 3B Bz KtKs 
PxP-KtQB3 | oP K3. PK 5 
3KtKB3 PO3 |10B RY Paki 
4 PsP xP 11 Bx P Bych 
5P QO, KekBg |izk B Kigch 
6BRKIZ PKR3 [13K Re Kitsch 
7BRy PKK [14 Kx P Bg mate 


Jitize 





Dig 











;GO gle r 





Tue Ancto-American Capua Marcu. 
BLAcK—Young (America. 





wartr—Jackson (Fngland.) 

Mi. E. M. Jackson distinguished himself doubly 

ng the first vietory for Engl nd i thin 
his 

in the cable contests. Iu the above posit jon Mr, 

Jackson won as follows :— 





White— Jackson, Black—Young. 

BUNT, ALAGR. | MMLTE, BLACK 
an 2 R Rg 26B K4 RRS 
22 Pikes KixP 27 BxB Pies _ 
23 RaPeh” Ox 2B KK R RBeh 
24 KixQ xKe 2g KK Bz KixKich 
25 R Bsq ch Kt B3 30 BxKt & White won 

Game No. 392. 


Cress in Russia, 

The following, ftom the S/lustrated London 
News, is the score of an interesting pame played 
at Riga between Messrs. C. Bebting and S. 
Mikutowisch :— 

PETROFY DEFENCE. 
White—S. Mikutowisch. Black—C, Behting. 





WHITE. BLACK, willTe, "BLACK. 
tPKy Pg 2903, POs 
2KtKB3 Kt KB 3 BK 3 R3 
3kixP  PQ3 14 BQ2(b) BQ3 
4KtKB3 KixP isk Kz Ki Ks 
§PQ3  KiKBg 116 Ki Kitz P_KBy(c) 
oP O4(a) BK2 17 KixKc BPxKt 
7K OB3 QKtQz2 xP BK By 
8B OB, Ki KBsq K2 BB KKis 

Castles Kt log 20 P B3 RK (d) 
10B KKis Castles | 21 Pxk R5 
muRKsq PQB3_— | 22 Resigns 

Noes. 





(a) The variation here 
au even game: but more i 
have been losed ome recent maiches— 
notably in the games Showalter v. Pillsbury. 

(b) A loss of time, but he cannot well allow 
Black's Kt to B 5. 

(c) A clever offer of a pawn in order to open 
the game for a strong counter attack. White is 
almost lorced to accept the offer, tov. 

(d) The collapse is sudden and unexpected alter 
this fine move. 


opted seems to lead to 
ting lines of play 











Notzs. 

The Vienna Intemational Tou nament we lean, 
will not attract nearly as many good players as 
were gathered together at Hastings, the reason 
being ‘that most players consider a two-round 
tournament too long. 





A list of the various local chess champions would 
be a valuable document, but it is essential that it 
should be accurate. Lasker lor England, Pillsbury 
for the United States, Janowski for France, Tare 
rasch for Germany, Ichigorin for Russia, Mavin 
for Spain, are among the names that imme: 
suggest themselves, [ shall be greatly ob 
sectetaries of the various Clubs in 
Coast Ports, Bu Straits and 
favoue me with the names of the champions of 
their Clubs and districts, with the numbers of their 
membership and officials with the view to the coms 
pilation of something like a Chess Directory for 
the Far East, Tam sure that with theit kind co- 
operation such alist will have a value of its own, 
sufficient to justify its preparation.—China Mail. 
















One of our most prominent club members is very 
fond of correspondence chess, and has four or five 
games going constantly, He is also the possessor 
of a pocket chess-board. At the post-office one 
day recently le received a move from one of his 
opponents, He immediately pulled out his pocket 
board, set up the game, and tothe utter bewilder- 
ment of the onlookers, commenced muttering to 
himself, “ Pawn to Queen’s four. He goes there; i 
Igo there, He must go there, and Twin a Pawn,” 
|&c. Having decided on his next move, he stepped 
up to the wicket, and having to wait, was taking 
a last look at the move when he was asked by the 
dispenser of stamps what he wanted, He briskt: 




















teplied, 
please, 


You games to the world with- 
outa word from those for whom you cater from 
year’s end to year’s end, unless, indeed, a B should 
vent, like infuriated Choc 
1 and the ted riot of the war= 
path, will the gamesters rnsh in to point out your 
shortcomings. But the solvers and problemists 
ate always warn in their support, ever ready to 
give praise to merit, and conscious, by long ex- 
perience, of the extreme difficulty of getting chess 
mathematically correct. — Birmingham Weekly 
Mercury. 


“Give men Pawn to Queen's four, 
'— Orillia Packet. 


























LATEST SHIPPING. 


agen 
ARRIVALS. 
Benlawers, British steamer, 1,483, Webster, 41st 


May,—London via ports, Kobe, 20th. May, 
General.—Carnes & Co. 
Yamaguchi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,910, P. 


H. “Going, 22nd May,—Seattle, Washington, 
4) May, Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 

m. Ward, 22nd — ‘rancisco via Hono- 
lulu, goth April, Mails and General.—P. M. 
SS. Co. 

Baring Brothers, American sliip 2,091, E. S. 
Smalleg, 22nd May,—New York, 12th Dec., 
Kerosene O 1.—Standard Oul Co. 

Dunblane, British steamer, 2,402, Brothers, 231d 
May,—Rangoon, 2nd May, Samuel Samuel & 

0. 
Braemar, Bi 





ilish steamer, 2,316, Edward Porter, 

Portland Ovegou ged May, Mails 

—Dodwell, 

Empress of China, Britis steamer 
Pybus, 23:d Manis Na ancouver, 
roth May, and General.—C. P. R. Co. 

Revmhild, an steamer, 1,622, Jaeger, 231d 
M nburg via ports, Hongkong, 16th 

simon, Evers & Co. 

Batish steamer, 2,359. Coull, 231d 

—Tacoma, Washington,2g ht April, Gene- 
cal, —Dadwell, Carlill & Co. 

Rohilla, Buitish steamer, 2,216, L. de B Lockyer, 
2g:h;May,—Hongkorg via Nagasaki and Kobe, 
231d May, Mails & Generai.—P. & O.S.N. Co, 

Pectan, Biitish steamer, 3.123, Holliday, 25th 

Batoum via ports, Kobe, 23:d May, Ou, 
el & Co. 

steamer, 483, R. Nelson, 25'h 

lewchw Kobe, 17th May, Beans 
and Bean Cake. ese, 

Sir Robert Fernie, British ship, 2,410, P. F.C. 
non, 26th M: New York, agit) November, 
Kerosene Oul.—Standard Ou Co. 

Adria, German steamer, 3,501, Renter, 26 May, 

via ports, Shanghai, 21st May, Genes 
tal LC Ties & Co. 

Idsumi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,999) R. Nu- 
money 25 May,—Bombay vid ports, Kobe, 
24th May, General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, Geo, 
A. Lee, 26° May,—Hongk. A ports, Kobe 
2gth Muy, Mails and General—C. P. RC 

Myrmidon, Baists steamer, 1,750, James Rorison, 
26 May,—Liverpool via ports, Kobe, 25th 
May, General. —Buttes field & Swire, 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,645, R. Swain, 
rath) May,—Shanghai via ‘ports, 2tst- May, 
Mails and General.— Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Undaunted, British steamer, 2,026, Elcoate, 28th 
May,—New York via Suez Canal and way 
ports, Kobe, 26 May, Gengral.—China and 
Japan Trading Co. 



























Biorg, Nerwex 









3 






























DEPARTUR 
Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, 21st 
iay,—San Francisco via Honolulu, Mails and 


General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Bowhead, Argentine Steam Whaler, 241, J. Cook, 
aust May,—Arctic Ocean, Stores and Whaling 
Gear.—American ‘Trading Co. 

Saint Ninian, Boitish steamer, 1,938, Haynes, 
22nd May,—Kobe, General eFrazat & Co. 

Donar, German steamer, 1,201, Hermes, 22nd 














May,—Moji, Ballast. —Captain, 
Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Tinebridge, 
and May, — Victoria, BC. ‘and ‘Tacoma, 
Wash., Mails and General.—D.dwell, Catlil 


& Co. 

City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,275, 
Wan. Ward, 23d May,—Hongkong via ports, 
Mails and Genetal.—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Hyson, British steamer, 2,880, J. S. Hogg, 23:4 
May,—Caleutia and Sigapore, Ballas—W. 
M. Stachan & 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, Hemy 
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Pybus, 23rd May—Hongkong via ports, Mails 
and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 
Obi, British steai 1.951, Richad Pinkham, 
23rd May,—Moji, Ballast. —Samuel, Samuel & 

Co. 

Braemer, British steamer, 2.316, Edward Porter, 
2gth May,—Hongkong via ports, Mails,and 
General.—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 

Yamaguchi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,910, P. H. 

24th May,—Hongkong via ports, Gene- 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha. ' 

Ancenis, British 1,699, E. E. Robbins, 
2gth May,—Manila, Philippine Islands, Ballast. 
—I. M. Laffin, 

Kashing, British steamer, 1,157, H. Hopki 
May,—Moji, Ballast. —Butterfield & Swit 

Kansu, British steamer, 1,158, Sommervale, 24th 
May,—Moji, Ballast.—Butterfield & Swire. — 

Hounsiow, Buitish steamer, 1,799, Le Templier, 
‘agth May,—Ilvilo via Moji, Batlast.—Dodwell, 
Carlill & Co. eee 

neh steamer, 2,084, Le Coispellier, 25th 

arseilles via ports, Mails and General. 

o. 

apanese steamer, 1,149, S. T: 

hanghai via ports, Mails an 















24th 

















Nagato Maru, 

May, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Foochow, British steamer, 1,253, 8. C. Small, 26th 
May,—Moji, Ballast.—Burter field & Swive. 

Esmeralda, Britirh schooner, 130, J.T. Harrison, 
26th May,—Guam, General.—Jardine, Mathe 
son & Co. 

Malacca, ish steamer, 2,615, E. R. Dowell, 
26th May,—London via ports, Mails and Genes 
ral.—P, & O. SN. Co. 


























Pyrrhus, British steamer, 2,299. H. Batt, 26h 
May,—-London via ports, General.—Butter field 
& Swire. 

Queen Olga, British steamer, 2,147, Go. R. 


Harsis, 26h May,— Moji via Kobr, General.— 
Buttes field & Swire. 

Benlawers, British steamer, 1,483, Webster, 27th 
May,—London via ports, General.—Cornes & 


0. 

Stechuen, British steamer, 1,158, G. H. Penny. 
father, 27th May,—Moji, Ballast.—Buttes field 
Be Suite itis al 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, Geo. 
Z bo TSN aucauiey, .C., Mails and 
Geveral P.R. Co. 

Indrani, British steamer, 3,226, T. Trotter, 27th 
May,—Kobe, Cotion and Pig Iron.—China 











and Japan Trading Co. 
PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 
Per British steamer Victoria, from Hongkong 
via ports:—Mrs. King, Mis, Thwaites, 
Sewell, N 





. Burnett, and Mr. Spink, 
For Tacoma :—Mr, F. Dodwell, Mis. F 
and 2 children, Capt. Bishee, Mis. Price and 
fant,-Mis. A.B. Ross, Rev. Mr. Price, Mi. J. 
Mur, and Mr. Angrove, in cabin; Mr. R. Wotiwk 
and ‘Mr. E, Kochan, in second class; 33 J 
ese, and 142 Chi steerage. 

Ber American steamer City of Rio de Fanéirs, 
fiom San Feancisco via Honolulu ;—M:. M. H. 
Griesenback and wile, Prince Eue Wha, Me 
Auguste Fischer, Engineer’ Nichotles, Mr. ‘C. C. 
My. 1. Letsure 

R. Elliott 
. Kietman, 























te 

and Miss M. Briet 

Per British steamer Empress of China, from 
Vancouver, B.C.:—Mons. Jules Avianger, My. B. 
H. Beuce, Mr. Dunlop, Mr, Gerald Fowke, Rev. 
S. Gale and Mis. Gale, Mr. W. Greig, Major M. 
Honjio, Miss S. Herron, Miss J. Herron, Me. F 
B. Jacques, Mr, J. de Wut Jansen, Major K. 
Kurayama, Mr. K, Leebe, Miss A. Lee, Miss E. 
1. Lee, Dr. Leufer, Mr. A. L. Nelms, Mis. Rose, 





























«| Mr. Balmis, Mi 
+1 Binder, Mr. 


Tn Transit :—Mr. W.H. Grant, R.N.. Rev. and 
Mrs. W. H. Elton, Mi. J. Dickie, Capt. R 
Giansmore, Col. Gorges, Mr. and Mrs. Ou, 
Ewing, Miss C. J. Smith, Mrs, aud 2 Misses and 
Master Nobsby, Mi. J Stoddard, Mr. and Mus, 
D. Mair-Henderson, child and amah, Miss 
Pownall, Mr. J. H. Bostwick, Mr. O. J. Saunders, 
Mr. J. M. Henderson, Mr. and Mrs. N, Ede, M 
T. B. Deacon, Mr. Granville Sharp, Miss Turn 
Miss Casswell, Miss Gardilin, Miss Authony, and 
Mr. R. Little, in cabin ; Mr. and Mes, J. E. Duff, 
aud Mr. J. Meikle, in second class ; 272 Chine 
and 43 Japanese in steerage. 
DEPARTED, 

h steamer Belgic, for San Francisco, 
via Honotulu:—Mr, Paul Balas, Mr. E. J. Bates, 
Miss A. E Bates, Mr. F, B. L. Bowley, Mr. Ed- 
ward N. Butt, Mr. and Mis. 1. O'Callaghan, 
Miss A. Ceile, Mis. L. A. Choy and child, Miss 
M. Clark, Miss Coltman, Miss Charles 
McCreary, Mrs. C. Denby, Colonel and Mis. A. 
G. Dickinson, Mr. G Ellacombe, Mr, JC. 
Evans, U.S.N., Mr. J. R. Flood and valet, Miss 























oustance M. Flood, Mv. Walter Fritz, Miss M. 
Fitz, Mis. R. Gore, Me. BH. Graves, Capta' 
A. Hamilton, Miss Hewett, Mr. J. H. Hewson, 


Mis. E.S. Joseph, De. Chas. P. Kindleberger, 
U.S.N., Mr. Paul Lindenbure, Colonel G. A 
Loud, Miss McMinn, Me. S. W. Mitchell, Mr. H. 
Matsu, Mr. and Mrs, SB. MeNear, Mr. Adolf 
Obst, Mr. A. de Peufeithonx, Me. W. P 
Miss J. A. Pease, Me. Ralph Phelps, J+ 

Mis. 'S. S. Robinson, Me. A, Rode: 
Mrs. W. R. Sewell, Mis, 
and Mis. RH. Swayne, 
Dr. Bunzo Tomatsuri, Miss E. Verbeck, Miss 
Watson, Mc. B. Kemp Welch, M1. L. Wetten- 
hall, Mis, F. Wildes, Miss Wildes, LtCol, W. 
D. ‘Wolverton, US.N., Miss Wolverton, 
Geo. A. Young, and Mr. and Mes, W. A. Young, 


in cabin. 
sh steamer Empress of China, for 
via ports. —Mis. B. Layton, 
Duffin, Me. T. H. Hayes, Mr. 
Destiler, Mr. C. B. Ha Li. van Eci 
Mr, R.S. Folsom, Me. M. Pars, W. Crich- 
ton, Mr. A. E. McGlew, Mr. F, G. Stone, Mr. 
S. Wallbank, Mr. Thos, Jackson, Dr. and Mis. 
J. Sangen, Messrs Taugye and Dearden, Me. R. 
T'revithic, M+. . L. Agabeg, Me, C. N. 
Crosse, Mt. F. Danckeveriz, Mr. bbens, Mr. 
W. G. MacVicar, Mr. R. D. Robi Mr, J. Re 
Morse, Mr. C. G. von Trentler, Mi. A. L, Welms, 
and Mr, Jas, Hardy, in cabin, 

Per French steamer Yarra, for Marseilles via 
ports:—=-Mr. K. Midzumachi, Mr. F. Pauly, 
Lieut. C. C. Kalmberg, Mr. Giraud, Mr. U. 
Durand, Mr. Horwitz, Mr. Crésuhine, 
Balmis aud infant, 
Miss Kartalinsky. Me. 
Mr. Weill, Mr. O P. 
‘Thomas, Mv. I. Murayama, Mr. L. Ogawa, Mr. 
Engene Pignatel, Me. Cham Foong Chow, aud 
Mr. Ab Chin, ia cabin, 

Per British steamer Malacca, for London via 
puts:—Mr. G. Geacewood, Mi. aud Mis. Guy 
C. Hardy, and Miss Low, in cabin, 

Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, for 
Vancouver, B.C.:—Mr. J. L. Aird, Mi, We J 
Allen. Miss ony, Mr. Georre W. Banks, 
Mrs, George Banks, Miss Banks, Mr, R. 














































Mrs. Ester 




















Bathelt, Mr. George Ber » Mes, George 
Bergmann, Mc. R. Bleeker, Mr. J. H. Bostwick, 
Mr. Isidore Braggiotti, Mis, F.W. Breed, Me. 





R. Budgett, Miss Budgett, Miss Casswell, Me, W. 
N. Craine, Mrs. We N. Craine, Miss EB. M. 
Combie, Mr. FE. B. Deacon, Me. J. Dickie, Mr. Ne 
Ede, Mis, N. Ede, Mr, Elder, Me J. G. El 

Rev. W. H. Elton, Mrs. W. H. Elton, Mis Fai 
brother, Lord G-orge Fiz-Gerald, Mrs, Framp- 
ton, Miss Frampton, Rev. G. W. Fulton, Mes, G. 




















Me. A. Scott, Mis, Underwood, Mr. Albert Use] W. Fulton, 4 children and amah, Mr. A. Gi 
ger, Me. J.T. Williams, and Mi. J. S. Wiliams, | tell, Sat Mr. B.C.’ Gates, Colonel 
i ; second class ; 65, iw steerage, Georges, Capt. Gransmore, RN, Me. W. HL 
steamer Rohidla, from Hongkong!Grant, RN, Mr. M. Grunelius, Mr. V. Hall, 
ports.—M:. J. A. Plummer, Mr. Mackay,| Mrs. Hall, Mi, Harris, Me. A. S, Hay, Mr. J. 
Hiss Ernall, Mr. Lowder’s 3 ch Mr.]M. Hay, Miss Edith Hay, Miss K. J. Hay, Miss 
Buckland, Capt. Mureay, Capt. Simmonds, Me.] i. B. Hay, Me. Jas, Hay, Mr. Henderson, Mu. 





Hassemer, Mr. W. H. Gill, and Me, Cau 
cabin; Mis. L. Lee, Mr. A. Hamilton, Mr. K. 
Katishima, Miss Togo, and Miss Morphew, in 
second class. 

Per Beitish steamer Empress of Fapan. from 
H mgkong via poits:—Consul and” Mis. C. M. 
Fad, Mr. and Mis. W. K. Loxley, Mrs. Sydney: 
Jones, Hon, and Mrs, Ferguson, Mr, O. Volchers, 
Mr. and Mis. Darcy Anderson, Miss Cunl:ffe, 


Ys, 
te 














Mr. R. W. Borthwick, Mrs, Schlichting, Mr 
Howie, Mr. A. M. Gale, Mr. G. Poli, Mr. W.B 
Meek, Mrs. J. D. Mure and 3 childven, Miss 
Fergu-on, C ‘Tillett, Me. and Mes. Ash= 
more, Mins G Mi. and Mrs. Poate, Mi, F 
Gebliardt, Mr. M. Haynemana, Mr. C. Mancini, 





Me. W. Braess, and Mr. R. D, Robison, in cabin, 





sy Google 





Henderson, Mr. E.R. L. Henderson, Mr. A 
evtzog, Mrs. H. N. Higinbotham, Mi H. N. 

i 1, Miss F. Higinbotham, Miss A. 
Higinbotham, Me. A. C. Hopkins, Mrs. A. C. 
Hopkins, Mr. P, A. Home, Mr. H. Kes Ly. 
R. Krauss, Miss M. K. Lambly, Mr, O. Launders, 
Mr. Robt, Little, Mrs, Thomas Mack, Miss Mar- 
gary, Miss Margary, Sister Marg D. 
Matr-Henderson, Mrs. Mar Henderson, 
Matt-Henderson, Mr. McQueston, Mr, McQues- 
ton, Me T. TP. McQueston, Lady Mitchell, Sir 
Charles Mitchell, C.G.M.G, Mrs. Mobsby, Miss 
Mobsby, Miss Mebsby, Master Mobsby, Mr. W. 
H. Monison, Mr. B. RA. Nieuwenhuyser, Me. 
Ov-Ewing, Mis. Ou-Ewing, Me. W. W. Oswald, 
Mss J. O.Paine, Mi. A. Hi, Peto, Mr. Phelps, 


J 
i 


























F_] W. H. Pout, Me. G. 















M:. H.M, Phips 





son, Mr, 
ier, Miss Pownall, 
Col. E. Rice, Mrs. E. Rice, Mr. George H. 
Rhodes, Mrs, George H. Rhodes, Miss 
Dr. R. H. Scovell, Mis. Seager, Mr. Gr 
Sharp, Mrs. E. H. Sharp, Mr. W. H. Shaw, 
Smart, Miss S iss J. S i 

ny Mr. A. E. Stiven, S i J 
homson, Mrs, J. W. Thomson, Me. W. ‘Thom: 
son, Mr. A. Tocher, Miss Turnball, Miss Syduey 
Turner, Mr. Tweedie, Mrs, Underhill, Miss Ure, 
d Mr. R. H. Wright, in cabin, 

















LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
ig 
IMPORTS. 
Stocks of cottons and woollens continue to ac- 


dealers probably having in view the 
ess, however, is still very dull. 





















Pan reece, 
55 to 2.85 
85 to 3.35 
to 2.00 
75 to 2.60 
200 to 3.75 
ran eanns 


0.4§ 0.0.35 
0.30 tw 0.50 
0.88 to o.4t 





2 30 te 0.32 
025 ww a.a7h 


O15 wae 
2.15 100.50 
0.60 to 0.744 
0.50 10 0.85 


0 50 in 060 
775 to 9.50 
0.60 tv 4.00 





* PurkeyReds—z.0 to 3.01h, 24:25 yards, 
joinches 


Turkey Reds— 






tas to 230 





sa inches 2.50 to 3.25) 
dua 1624, Singles 

Nos. 28/32, Singles 

Nos. 38/. ingle: 


Nos. 32, Doubles .. 
Nos. 42, Doubles 

Nos. 2.60, Plain; 
+280, Plai 








Nos. 2/100, Plain .. 
Nos. 2/60, Gasted 
Nos. 2 80, Gassed 
Nos. 2 t00, Gassed .. 






124.00 












_ | RAW COTTON. ran nico, 
an Middling $10.00 to 20.25 
in Hroach. 20 00 -- 
Chinese... 


21,50 to a2 00 


5 
Market still inactive at last week’s nominal 
quotations, 

















Rowad and square | inch. and upward.3.95 to 4.20 
Iron Plates, annus le Goto 4ge 
Sheet fron’. 5.10 19 §.20 
Galvanized Iron sheet 30 to 10.00 
Wire Mails, axsurted 650 lo 7.50 

tees ver box 5.90 10 600 

ay Hee va 2.05 to ato 
Hoop Iron (§ to 14 inch). $00 de. $035 


* WEROSICUE, 
There is a large stock at present, but little ot no 
business is doing. 


42 00 to 2.07 
1.98 to 2.05 
— 1.85 





he market conti ues steady, with quotations 

nominally at last week's figures. 

++ $5.9" to 6.00 
5.95 to 6.50 
4-80 to 4.90 
4.75 t0 6.10 
7-00 to 7.70 
7-$0to 9.40 


Brown Tak 








- EXPORTS. 


\ RAW SILK, 


Shipnvents of sill to Europe and America, by the 
Belgic, 


Victoria, and Yarra, fiom May 21st 
to 1,137 piculs. “Th 

stock is 8,240 boxes, ad the visible supply is 
59,840 piculs against 51,340 last year, Quotations 
nominally at last week’s heures. 

quotations. 



















Nominal 
- Fa30 to gyo 
. 850 to 860 
840 to 850 





tures—=No 





S30 to 810 
820 to B30 
810 to 80 
790 to 800 


res—tlo, 
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810 to 820 
1 fh 
Kal Nominal 
Kacedas—No. a4 on 
WASTE SILK, 
Shipments during the past week have been 
limited to 276 piculs. The stock at presented is 
estimated at 7,340 boxes. Quotations nominal. and free from every blemish 
is the skin, scalp, and hair 
of infants, cleansed, purified, 
and beautified by 
Noshi—loshu, Good 
Noshi—loshu, Fair SOAP rs 
TEA. ‘ 
market continues active, Shi to dhe: smash effective 
urope have amounted to skin purifying and 
Pe he stock “at present is very large, no beautifying soap in 
less ‘ait 753 000 Ibs, the world, as well as sxe. 
7 upwards purest and sweetest ' = 
134 to. 35 . 
$32 to 33 for toilet, bath, and nursery. For distressing facial eruptions, pimples, 
id Q 8 blackheads, red, rough, oily skin, irritations of the scalp with dry, thin, 
and falling hair, red, rough hands with shapeless nails, and simple rashes 
and blemishes of infancy it is incomparable. Guaranteed absolutely 
pure by analytical chemists of the highest standing, whose certificates 
EXCHANGE. of analysis accompany each tablet. 
Rates well maintained and silver from London nt the world. Thtish depot: F. Newaany & ons, 1, King Edward, Lon 
Yaua AxD iteac Conn. ole Prope, Boston, U8. A" a Sond for ou throat 
(<aink 1 . Nin ook 6 ps i a ily Manet, contsining ‘all that every intelligent 
= — Bills on 
‘ath with CUT and a single enotat 
i — qmonths’ oe CUTTIRA SAE, nt ashe oi oo 
— Private 4 months’ eight eithietostmseat Taam eosrfort end set foe povent eect as or 
ae — 6months' sight ‘seep for ehild and ie pure, weet, sale, speedy, and economical 
On Paris —Private 4 month ay iq) The Physician's Cure © 
— Bank Bille iB Gout, Rheumatic “S. 
x and Gravel; the 
psetest amt seat gentle 
= fe ¢ for Infants, <2 
@he Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, Children, DelicateFe- ‘= 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, males, ond the Sit» = 
wate todaya’ sigh Bilious Affections. _ ss of Pregnan: B 
Ov Shanghai—Bauk aight. al 
— = Private ro days’ sight, 812 3 
Ou India—b > q 
Sold Throughout the World. & 


Kar Silver (London) ae 








WANTED. 


ONE of the largest gest ENcLise LeatHer and 
Tuxtite Machine Battine, also Russe, 
Manuracturrrs, require a SOLE AGENT 
for the whole of Japan, An influential man 
only need apply, Address, “C.U.IR..” care 
of Messrs, Daacon’s Advertising Offices, 154, 
Leadenhall Street, London. 
May 28th, 1898. gins. 












-——-« WATERING 
| APPARATUS 


i 

} 
cA Nou-treexing & Ordinary tydrants 
5} 

H 

i 





Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘Apparatus. 
Metal r, and Cast 
Gurion Cocks aad Valves. 


{ E. GUESNIER, E.C.P., 
Engineer and Cook Mnfr., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
8 27, Rue des Taillandiere, 
i PARIS. 


Hydropathic and a 
Tee plied to the Vicky ©, 
‘Vapour Baths (Berthe system). 








: ly to Boves & Co., agents for 
e PPENWEIMER & Co., PARIS. 








December 5, 1896, 























































N.B.-ASK_ FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 
















Gor gle 





7 & PERRINS' 






OBSERVE THAT THE ° 
SIGNATURE 
1S NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 
OUTSIDE WRAPPER 


of every Bottle of the 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, ) 
oe 


Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London; \ 
and Export Oilmen generally. | 


RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 





576 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


{May 28, 1898. 











A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Tue OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 

The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plaats, 

Over 2400 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January 13h, 1896. 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
soap, perfumery, and chericals. 
MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


















every Casting. 


Spine: gunn 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“ SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 


ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 


VERANDAHS, BALCONI#S, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application, 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 





ILKMAIT]) 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
H In the process of manufacture nothing but 

water is removed, nothing but the best 
relined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 














Gheapesit for Beef Tea and Kitchen Use. 
LIEBIG 


COMPANY’S EXTRACT. 


Always look for the BLUE SIGNATURE. 

There are many imitations which have 

not the same flavour and are not so 
carefully manutactured, 











NOT SO FAR AWAY 
IN CHICAGO U.S. A. 


18 THE 
Greatest Mail Order House in the World. 


MONTGOMERY WARD & COMPANY, 
111 fo 120 Michigan Ave. 
WHO ISSUE SEMLANNUALLY THE MOST COM- 


GENERAL ‘CATALOGUE 


BUYERS? “GUIDE. 


Containing S00 pages ¢ a by 11 inches), 14,000 illus- 


SPeciaL Piece Lists atincuvelinas 
eerie rE RCHAMBIS: te War 
ahs 


08, MEDICINES, Be 
'PLANOS, BOO} 





“quotations 








limit few for Hlllog orders ox 
Gfeittay’ae'miaunin prices, aa 


(Goode Guaranteed an Represented or Money Refunded, 
Niontgomery Ward & Co., 
CHICAGO, U-S. A. 

111 to 120 MICHIGAN AVENUE. 





ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE.. 


ee Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAY: 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 
A true natural Perfume 
le from flowers, 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 
“AOLINE” PERFUME. “3fost Refreshing.” 
“AOLINE” rower soap 
forthe Complerion, 
“KOLINE” TOLeT POWDER imparts « 
Aelightfal bloomn to the complexion. 


“AOLINE” si OHES. Delightful for Handber 
“AOLINE” LET CREAM, Softening and 
weantliying for the complexion. 
Of ali Chemists and Stores, 


J. & E, ATKINBON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, Londen, 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharmingScent.’ TheDuchessof Yor’ 


January rst, 1898. ly. 


















THE GRETEST WONDERS OF MODERN TINE 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PeBsOnes suffering from weak or debilitatep 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its ° 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills 
tarien in Abyesiniay® aye Tordesed the dragomsn Mahaees 
te inform the Fakir that 1 w had the ‘best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice grat 
short tine | had many appli nts. to whom I served out 
Slorety"ass possessing ‘unmisiababie pargative proverticer a 
Seat fe Seca felon hens 
them of their value," 















SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


Isa certain -emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 

ot all kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
in ai duing all inflammation 

his extraordinary travels 

ye" had with me a quantity of 

ne 10 the people, and nothing 












Holloway-o Ointment. 
could exceed their gratitude 
butter, and horse feed pou 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any. 
and the demand became so great that | was ob! 
the small remaining stock.” 

gSald by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors thoughout the 

voel Ay rhe ge, 
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‘The Consuls and the C 

Children's Fancy Dress Ball 
Monthly Summary of the Rei 


z| pained by his wi 





st Tue Spanish Admiral at Man 


6 | Lower House, 


Japan on his way to Europe. He is accom- 
fe. 





75] Aut. the differences between the United States 


and Canada are reported to have been amicably 
settled. — 





is reported to 
have been tried by Court-martial and con- 
demned to be shot , 





Ovposttron journ busy spreading stories 
that the Government is buying votes in the 





Tax police-force in Yokohama have adopted a 
new head-gear, approximately in the style of the 
Japanese military cap. 


Tux Governor of Manila has telegraphed to 
Madrid that a general revolt has broken out 
in the Caroline islands. 


go | NEARLY 1,000 yen was netted by the Children’s 


iF 
Latest Commercial 


The Tapan Weekly Wail 


“( RAISCR QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!” 




















NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

No notice willbe taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘JAPAN 
Werxkty Mait” must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. fe 

It is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed tothe MaNacer, and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
addressed to the EDito! 











SUM WARY OF NEWS. 





Tue Lower House has finally passed the revis- 
ed Code. 
Bistop Awpry preached at S, Andrew’s Tokyo, 
on Whitsunday. 
Iris officially denied that France, as was rumour- 
ed, is to acquire the Philippines. 








Paesiwent Kavear, replying to Mr. Chamber- 
lain, has repudiated British suzerainty, 


Tue American troops for the Philippines have 
left San Francisco with a year’s supplies. 


Tue European Bourses are anticipating 
speedy close to the Hispano-American war. 








Yoxouama won three out of the four Interport 
events al the Regatta held last Saturday, 


Insprctor Oxana, of Tobe, is the 
superintendent of the Bluff police district, 


new 
ConFLICTING news continues (o arrive concern- 
ing the movements of the Spanish squadron. 


Tue Opposition, it is said, are gathering strength 
in their resistance to the new taxation schemes, 





Mr. Asana, the new Governor of Kanagawa 
Prefecture, arrived at Yokohama onthe rst inst. 


Mr. ‘Rotin pg Jacquemyns, 
Siamese GovernmigniZcid Dy 








Fancy Dress Ball, the proceeds going towards 


8 | the funds of Christ Church. 


a | Paesipent McKinzey has called out *7,000 


more volunteers, making the total force of the 
army 280,000, 
Ow the 28th ult. a capital concert was given 
atthe Uyeno Musical Academy. The foreign 
diplomats and Government officials were present. 








Tux plague is said to be rapidly decreasing in 
Hongkong, though the weather continues diy, 
From Bombay and Calcutta come similarly 
satisfactory report: 





Tue British India Company's steamship Mecca 
has collided with and sunk the steamer Sand- 
head, ber captain, two engineers, and fifty pas- 
sengers being drowned. 


Iris expected that the session of the Diet will 
have to be prolonged in order that the new 
taxation measures and other necessary legisla- 
tion canbe enacted ere the Diet rises, 


Tue U.S. Consul in Yokohama Mr. J. F. 
Gowey, has appealed to the Japanese Count 
against Mr. Asano Soichiro, whom he charges 
with infringing a patent kerosine oil trade mark. 


On the 26th ult. at 9.30 p.m. a pickpocket rob- 
bed a passenger of 30 yen on the Sobu Railway 
neat Honjo Station, Tokyo, and escaped while 
the train was running at a high rate of speed. 





On the 27th ult., two tea-firing coolies, named 
Kaisaburo, 19, and Harukichi, 26, of Messrs. 
Smith, Baker, & Co., No. 178, Yokohama, 
quarrelled, and the latter was killed with a knife. 


Ma-san-pHo in Kyéng-san-do, Kun-san-pho in 
Cho-la-do, and Séng-jin-pho in Ham-gyéng- 
do have been opened as Treaty poris and 
Phyong-yang in. Phyong-an-do as a special 
market for foreign trade. 


Reuter wires a brief account of an engagement 
between Commodore Schiley’s fleet and the forts 
at Santiago de Cuba, in which the Americans 
are reported to have had the worst of it. This 
was afterwards contradicted. 


On the night of the 2gth ult,, about 11,30 o'clock, 
Sakamoto Tsunematsu, 21, attempted suicide 
by taking some sulphuric acid and then jumping 
into the sea in front of the Club Hotel, Yoko- 
hama. He was rescued by policemen, 


AT a conference held between President Mc- 
Kinley, the Secretaries of State, and the Ad- 








viger—t0-th ti Is and Generals, it is understood to have 
nj Chua fe decided to commence speedy operations 


against Puertorico, Cuba, and the Philippines, 
if it proves that Admiral Cerveras is hemmed 
in at Santiago. 








ON the 3oth ultimo, at 2.30 p.m., two goods 
trains on the Kyushu Railway collided and both 
engines and cars fell over a bridge. Fortunately 
no one was seriously hurt. 


Tue Government, it is reported, has already 
instracted Mr. Yano, Minister at Peking, to 
claim damages from the Chinese Government 
for the Shashi affair. The claims, which are 
most moderate, will probably be readily agreed to, 


On the 27th ult, Mr. Takehayashi Tetsuma, 
Superintendent of the Bluff Police Station, Yo- 
kohama, died at the Juzen Hospital, Noge, 
where he has been under medical supervision, 
The funeral took place on the agth at Kubo- 
yama cemetery, 


AccorDING to information brought by the 
steamer Yoshino Maru, which arrived at Hako- 
date from Kitami on the 26th ult.,a great gale 
prevailed on the. 7th ult. off the Kitami coast, 
and many fishing boats were wrecked, over 60 
fishermen being drowned, 


Tue American mission at Tongchou, near 
Wachow, onthe West River, has been looted 
and bumt bya mob. It is believed the Mis- 
sionaries escaped. The U.S. Consul at Canton 
has requested the Viceroy to send troops to the 
scene of the outrage. 


On the 28th ultimo fire broke ont in a godown 
of tke famons Buddhist Temple Yenkyoji, 
Shosazan, Harima province, and destroyed the 
building and some valuable relics of ancient 
times. Some thief appears to have tried to 
break the lock of the door, and to have after- 
wards entered from the roof, Itis supposed 
the intruder set fire to the place to conceal 
his crime. 


A Cuuroo dispatch, dated the 3oth ult, from 
the commander of the warship ddagé, says that 
HLH. Prince Henry of Prussia, on board the 
Deulschsland, arrived at Chefoo on the zgth 
ultimo with the Gefion and Kaiserin Augusta, 
The three warships were to leave there on the 
30th for Wei-hai-wei, where the Prince will give 
audience to Vice-Admiral Seymour, of the Bri- 
tish squadron; 





‘Tue near approach of the time when the new 
tariff will come into force has much to do these 
days with the filling of godowns with all sorts 
and conditions of merchandise, more in fact 
than most people think, Business prospects are 
dull and the past week's turn over is very small, 
though perhaps no worse than some that have 
just gone by. Quotations are nominal, but 
we hear that Yarns are offering in Tokyo 
at prices much below the market. Metals 
have seen another quiet week, a few in- 
quiries for nails and tin-plates being the only 
things worth mentioning. Very little ix doing 
in kerosene, immediate requirements alone 
being filled. Sugar, as usual, is brisk, supplies 
being about equal to demand, about 800 
bales of raw silk have been shipped this week, 





principally for America, where demand 
continues steady. In waste silk little is 
doing and stock is accumulating. The week 


has been a busy one for the tea-men, as much 
a8 338,000 catties changing hands alone in 
Yokohama in one day. Kobe advices tell the 
news that business is very saiisfactory there also, 
Prices are on-the decline for best teas, but lower 
qualities ite rising. Copper is very quiet and 
Ais |Salac(iriad¢ be baid |G! Falj-oil. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS, 
gees, 

Of course the Governmeut’s scheme of in- 
creased taxation attracts a greal deal of attention 
and provokes considerable opposition. Its 

opponents have no very definite grouud for their 
objections, If they were in a position to de- 
roonsirate that adduional revenue is not needed 
by the State, their argument would be intelli- 
gible, but when they fall back on mere pretexts, 
such as that a question of the kind must not be 
sprung upon the nation suddenly and is there- 
fore unsuitable for discussion in the brief period 
at the disposal of the Diet in an extraordinary 
session ; or that no augmentation of the people's 
burdens is permissible until every sen of super 
uous administrative expenditure is cut off; or 
that re-organization of Departments is an essen- 
tial preliminary to entrusting them with the 
expenditure of larger sams of public money— 
when they have recourse to assertions which 
are so obviously excuses, not honest arguments, 
there is no possibility of sympathising with 
them, The Nichi Nichi Shimbun writes very 
strongly in this strain, It calls attention to the 
fact that the Emperor himself, in his speech 
from the Throne at the op g of the Diet, 
recommended the Bills for increased taxation 
to the favourable consideration of the Houses, 
and it defies any thoughtful person to co: 
scientiously deny that some plan for obtaining 
increased revenue is inevitable, or to show that 
any other plan offers except the one proposed 
by the Government. An examination of the 
purposes to which the proceeds of the increased 
taxes are to be applied shows that the State has 
absolute need of the money, and that no patriot- 
ic person can oppose the Bills now before the 
Diet. 
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Au Anglo-Japanese alliance is again advocat- 
ed by the if Shimpo, which journal has for 
many months been a conspicuous supporter of 
that policy, The editor asserts that Great Bri- 
tain’s friendly attitude towards Japan has been 
clearly demonstrated during recent years, first, 
by the British Government's taking the lead in 
revising the Treaties, and secondly, by its re- 
fusal to juin the league of Powers iormed to 
deprive Japan of the fruits of her victories. A 
further bond of union has now been developed 
by the declaration that the policy of England 
and Japan towards China is identical, both 
aiming simply at commercial development, 
both being without any designs of territo- 
rial aggrandisement, and both desiring to 
preserve the integrity of the Middle King. 
dom Considering England’s immense strength 
at sea, it may seem superfluous to talk of 
ber alliance with any other Power. 
several Western States combine to carve up the 
Chinese empire in defiance of British interests, 








it would be difficult for England to oppose them | 


single-handed, In such an event, the cSopera- 
tion of Japan would be mosi valuable, Besides, 
Japan has an army unrivalled in the East, aod 
would not hesitate to place it at the disposal of 
any Slate allied with her, A combination of 
the Anglo-Saxon race for purposes of world 
policy, and a combination of England and 
Japan for the ends of Oriental politics—that is 
& programme that would ensure peace and pro- 
gress, The Z#/f earnestly desires it, but is not 
in favour of any attempt to force such a con- 
summation, It thinks rather that Japan should 
quietly devote herself to developing ber mate- 
rial resoutces and pesfecting ber armaments, 
so as to become constantly a more and more 
desirable ably, 





as 

A writer signing himself “ Kotoku” tells the 
readers of the Forosu Choho a great deal that is 
not caleulaied to reconcile them to the idea of 
an alliance with England, He draws a con- 
teinptuous Contrast between the “ magnificent 
isolation” upon which Great Britain prided her- 
self two years ago, and the craving for alliances 
that she shows to-day, During the past few 
years, her policy in the Orient has been one 
Continuous series of retrests and self-efface- 
ments 








But if} 


. She has been beaten by Russia at{meant by administrative reorganization and 
every point and has accepted the eatin; it y financial adjustment, our contemporary 


tolded hands, She no longer counts for any- 
thing in Russia’s eyes; the very foundations of 
her flag-staff are loosened ; she hus shown her- 
self at one moment pusi imous, at another, 








y 
traditions, namely, selfish grasping atter gain. 
If we examine the true import of her desire for 





Vulnerable at a dozen poin 
tain protection at one by this device of an al- 


liance. Were she to challenge a contest in the 
Far East, she would immediately have Russia 
on her hands in India, France attacking her in 
Egypt, and Germany working against her in 
South Africa, In truth she can not move, 
There is a great deal more in the same strain, 
but we refrain from reproducing it. ‘* Kotoku” 
is a gentleman with a fad. He seems to have 
taken his cue’ from some of the pessimists of 
the English local press in China and Japan. 
We wonder how they like this Japanese reflec: 
tion of their doctrines, 
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The futare of the | Phili the subject 
of an article in the ‘Mainichi Shimbun, Very 
little progress is observable in the Hispano- 
American war, nor is it to be supposed that 
the conflict will be decided by a desultory fight 
here and there. But no one can doubt for a 
moment that victory will ultimately rest with the 
United States. Now the Government and 
people of the United States claim that they 
have taken up arms solely in the cause of 
humanity. ey could not endure to witness 
the sufferings of the Cubans, and they have no 
purpése beyond rescuing the latter and securing 
theirindependence. That accomplished, they 
will ask from Spain nothing except an in 
demnity to cover the costs of the war. But the 
Spanish treasury is already exhausted. Hence 
America has conceived the plan of taking the 
Philippines and selling them to recoup her mili- 
tary outlay; Concerning that programme Eng- 
land has announced that while she would have no 
objection to seeing the Philippines in American 
occupation, she could not consent to their 
transfer (o France, Russia or Germany. On the 
other hand, these three Powers would doubtless 
object to the acquisition of the islands by Great 
Britain, Japan, again, has the same teason to 
oppose a British occupation that Great Britain 
nas (o oppose a French, a German or a Russian 
In fact, Japan’s case resis on even more solid 
grounds; for the Philippines lie nearer to her 
southern boundaries in Formosa, than they do 
to Great Britain's most easterly possession, 
Hongkong. The solution of the difficulty is to 
make the islands independent, Japan would 
welcome that resalt, and should take the initi- 
ative in proposing it, The Mainichi does not 
attempt to explain how America could be com: 
pensated were guch an arrangement made, or 
by what means her conseut could be secured. 
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The Yomiuri urges the Diet to pass the 
remaining portions of the Codes so that no 
obstacle may be placed in the path of Trenty 
Revision. That is an old plea, and would 
scarcely be worth noticing but for its context. 
namely, that when the Codes have made their 
way safely through both Houses, the members 


will be free to atack the cabinets foreign 
policy and its finance, The Yomiuri seems to 
regard it as settled that the Ministry has 





blundered in foreign affairs. Since the facts 
about Rugsia’s acquisition of Talien and Port 
Arthur have become known, there can no 
longer be any doubt about the Government's 
shortcomings, says the Progressist journal, 
The Progresaists never entertained any doubt 
about the matter, and that the Liberals have now 
had their eyes opened is proved by their recent 
action in presenting a series of Questions 
in the Lower Hoase, All parties, therefore, can 
combine to present an Address to the Throne or 
a Representation with regard to foreign politics. 
Concerming finance, the Fomiuré has recourse 
to the pretext that before any increase of taxa- 
tion is permitted the Ministry must be reorgan- 
doand the finances put in order, What is 

















is careful not to explain. It simply rests its 
case upon the worn out tudes of gyoses 
haikaku and gaiseé seiri, ‘Do your duly to 
the country by passing the Codes, and then pro- 
ceed with a clear conscience to take your plea- 
sure by attacking the Cabinet "—such, in effect, 
is its delightfully irresponsible advice to the 
Representatives. 
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The utterances of other journals are scarcely 
worthy of independent notice. The Miepon, 
which seemed at one time to have abandoned its 
violently chauvinisiic tone, has again plungedinto 
the fray with all its old vigour aud uucompromi- 
sing recklessness. It denounces Marquis Ito in 
terms which, however extravagant, are conceiv- 
ed with sufficient shrewdness to appeal to many 
people. It was the Marquis that abandoned the 
fruits of Japan's victories under pretence of pre- 
serving the peace of the Orient. It is the same 
Marquis that has uncomplainingly allowed 
Russia to acquire possession of the territory 
which Japan hadto surrender, It was the Mi 
quis that promised to make the country invin- 
cible if his plan of armaments expansion was 
adopted. It is the same Marquis that now pro- 
posesto change the plan. It was the Marquis 
that mapped outa financial scheme which was 
to hold good for ten years. It is the same Mar- 
quis that has now to ask for increased taxes to 
save his scheme from failure. Sach an impro- 
videut, inconsistent statesman can wot be 
entrusted with the duty of spendiug the pro- 
ceeds of augmented taxes, The Tokyo Shim- 
bun, which is the Liberal organ, finds different 
Teasons for opposing the taxation bill, It al- 
leges that the Diet can not intelligently discuss 
such a measure unless it has the Budget before 
it, and since that condition can not be satisfied 
ualil the regular session at the close of the year, 
the Taxation Bill must be rejected at present, 
If, as may reasonably be assumed, the Tokyo 
Shimbun represents the views of the Liberal 
Party, the Taxation Bill seems doomed, since 
it will encounter the opposition of the Liberals 
aud Progtessists simultaneously. 


























THE MITSUI BANK. 
ene 

The Mitsui Bank, owing to ihe steady increa 
of its business both in size and importance, was 
compelled last year to remove its temporary head 
office to Nos. 15-17 Shinyemoncho, Nihon- 
bashiku, ‘fokyo, und it was decided by the 
house of Mitsui to erect associated offices on the 
same site in Surugacho where the old Mitsui 
buildings stood; and thus to group all the 
offices mn Tokyo, except the Musui Dry Goods 
Company, under one roof, The new building, 
which is now only at its commencement, will be 
not less costly, when completed, than the new 
and magnificent edifice occupied by the Bank of 
Japan, Arrangements are also in progress, 
in the hands of a committee on buildings of the 
House of Mitsui, for the erection of a vew joint 
office for the branches of the Bank and the 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha in Osaka, The Voko- 
hama Branch of the Bank, also, finding its 
office at the commer of the second are of 
Honcho too small to transact its business with 
convenience, which is increasing considerably 
in bulk day by day, is going to double the 
accommodation by adding a new building 
exactly similar in size and other respects to the 
present ene, The manager, Mr. M, Kobayashi, 
who is very zealous in his endeavours to pro- 
mote the convenience of the Bank's customers, 
promises to introduce every possible improve- 
ment in the conduct of business at the comple- 
lion of the new building with the view of 
especially meeting the sequirements of for- 
eign custome! We have been told that he 
intends, if the space will allow, either to allot a 
part of the new building to the management of 
the foreign business only or to that of savings 
deposits, The separation of the foreign from 
































the home department will be found by foreign 
customers to be a most desirable improvement. 
At any rate, the erection of a new office willnot 
only be convenient to customers, but has become 
quite necessary: (or Gerling with the business of 
the Bratch! 
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THE NEW LAW OF ELEv TION. 


eg 

According to the present Law of Elec- 
tion, which forms an appendix of the 
Constitution issued in 1889, the qualifica- 
tions of an elector are that he must bea 
Japanese male subject of at least 25 years 
of age; that he must have resided for 
more than a year, and be still actually 
residing, in the city or prefecture where 
he exercises the franchise; and that he 
must be still paying direct national taxes 
to the minimum amount of 15 yen. If 
income tax be in question, it must have 
been paid during at least 3 years. The 
qualifications for candidates are the same, 
except that their minimum age must be 
30 years. These qualifications are so 
high that, speaking approximately, there 
are only four hundred thousand franchise- 
holders in the empire. The new Law, 
now before the Diet, makes radical 
changes. In the first place, all property 
qualifications are dispensed with in the 
case of candidates. The principle under- 
lying that reform has long been recognis- 
ed in England and need not be discussed 
here. In the second place, the property 
qualification for electors is reduced from 
15 yen to 5 yen in the case of Land Tax, 
and from 15 yes to 3 yen in the cases of 
income tax, business tax, or both combined 
—the period during which the latter has 
been paid being also reduced from 3 to 2 
years. The number of franchise-holders 
will thus be increased from four hundred 
thousand to two millions. In the third 
place, the number of representatives isto 
be 472 instead of 300, as at present, the 
distribution being as follows : 








Present nuinber of Proposed 
Representatives, oumber, 


























force up to March 15th, 1899, and that the| 


new system shall become operative for 
the purposes of the first general election 
subsequent to the latter date. The con- 
stitutional life of a House of Representa. 
tives being four years, and the present 
House having been elected on March 15th, 
1898, it follows that, failing dissolution, 
there need not be any election under the 
new rules before March 15th, 1go2, and 
that, under any circumstances, there will 
be no change in the electorates before 
March next year. It may be noted that 
by increasing the number of numbers from 
300 10472, the additional expense imposed 
on the State for payment of salaries 
will be 137,000 yes annually. 


The changes proposed by the Govern- 
ment in the Law of Election seem to meet 
with universal approbation, but opinions 
are divided as to one point. It is evident 
that the main object contemplated by 
the framers of the new Law is to remove, 
as far as possible, every opportunity for 
corrupt practices. Hitherto each city 
and prefecture has been divided into a 
number of electoral districts, and each 
district returned one member, or two in 
rare cases. The property qualification 
for franchise-holders being very high, and 
the number of voters correspondingly 
small, it followed that some districts con- 
tained only a few  bundreds, or, in 
extreme instances, only a few scores, 
voters. The smaller the constituency the 
more easily it can be mainpulated—a fact 
which is said to have been very incon- 
veniently demonstrated by Japanese ex- 
perience. The new Law sweeps away 
these petty electoral limits, and pro- 
vides that each city and cach prefecture 








* Tokyo City. 12 34 |sball be regarded as one district for 
Kyoto ,. 7 13 Jelection purposes. There are 42  pre- 
oat piiene iy 21 |fectures and 3 cities in Japan, and since 
Hyogo A 12 1g [the number of voters under the proposed 
Nagasaki or 7 1o {system will be two millions, in round 
Niigata ” 13 18 |numbers, it follows thet the number of 
Sauama 8 "1 Ivoters in each district will average forty- 
Gumpas ay 4 1 [five thousand, approximately. It’ will be 
Ibaraki i 8 tr a matter of extreme difficulty, if not of 
Tochigi ” 5 8 |impossibility, for any candidate to control 
Nata ” 4 5 |the result in such a constituency by dis- 
Miye ie 3 13 [honest methods. 

Shimla: 5 n But here arises the question, how are 
San ty = § | votes to be recorded, The present system 
Git of } 10 [is that of signed ballots? Each elector, 
Nagano 8 13. |having repaired to the polling place, and 
Miyagi ” 5 9 Jidentified himself with bis name in the 
Fukushima 7 10 electoral list, receives a stamped voting 
lvls : 7 | paper, upon which he inscribes the name 
6 9 [of the person for whom he wishes to vote 
5 8 |as well as his own name and residence. 
4 . In a district returning two or more candi- 
tan ¢ § |dates, he inscribes the corresponding 
Tottor : ¢ [number of names. There is, consequent- 
6 8 Jly, no secrecy, a defect which the new 
8 12 |Law proposes to remedy by abolishing 
vente 8 1. |signatures. In fact, the projected system, 
Walayaria a 7 [so faras concerns the method of recording 
‘Tokushima 5 8 |votes, is identical with that introduced in 
Kagan 5 7 |England by Mr. Forster's Bill of 1871. 
chime a 7 10 eee 
Kochi ” 4 6 The next point, the point about which 
Bohuekin 2 Gee 2 5 macs ataeuasion has yiatucaly arse, i 
Sapa a 6 |that, according to the new Law, each 
a ames é 12 elector votes for one candidate and one 
Miyasaki * 3 4 |candidate only. So, at least, the Law 
Kagoshima 4, 7 ™ |reads, and so its text is interpreted by 
ea Tyo | persons qualified for the task. But it will 
PRs asap Se 47? Ibe at once evident that such a system can 
The passage of such a law in England|not work satisfactorily in practice. Take 
would mean a new election; but the bill|the case of Tokyo, for example. ‘The city 
now before the Japanese provideg/has ta return 34 members, It may very 


that the present system 


Giosgl 





@taily happen, however, that all, or nearly, 


all, the electors vote for three or four 
among the cadidates, and thus, when the 
results are counted, only three or four 
men will have been returned instead of 
thirty-four. Plainly there must be some 
provision against accidents of that kind. 
Connected with this part of the subject is 
the problem of the representation of 
minorities—a problem partially solved in 
England by Lord Cairns’ amendment of the 
Disraeli Reform Bill of 1847, in the sense 
that in places returning three members no 
elector shold vote for more than two 
It would obviously be impossible to apply 
such a principle in Japan, where the num- 
ber of representatives to be returned 
varies from 4—in Tottori and Miyazaki 
Prefectures—to 34 in Tokyo. In fact, 
when the limits of electoral districts 
are extended sufficiently to place the con- 
stituencies beyond the reach of corrup- 
tion, the question of voting becomes 
invested with great difficulties. It will 
be very interesting to see-how the Diet 
deals with the matter, 





In the new system, the three cities— 
Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka—return 68 
members out of a total 472, a ratio of 
about £ to 7. Their total  popula- 
tion, however, is only 2} milmillions, 
which stands in the ratio of f to 17 to 
the population of the whole empire. 
It thus appears that, from the point of 
view of population alone, the three cities 
are very largely over-represented. Again, 
while the population of Tokyo City—#e. 
all the urban districts—is 1,628,000, that 
of Kyoto and Osaka combined. is only 
782,000, yet the two latter cities are to 
return the same number (34) of members 
as Tokyo. We do not understand the 
principle adopted. Turning to the urban 
districts throughout the whole empire, 
we find that, with a total population of 
9} millions, they return 113 members, so 














that the ratio between their population 
and that of the whole empire is approxi- 
mately the same as the ratio between 
their representatives and those of the 
whole empire—namely, a ratio of 1 to 4. 
As to the extent of the franchise, the cal- 
culation is that, with the revised qualifica- 
tions, there will be 47 voters to every 
1,000 inhabitants of the empire. The 
corresponding figures for England, France, 
Italy, and Germany are 170, 270, 70, and 
210 respectively, 


THE INCOME 7 AX. 
eokes pw 

According to the Government’s esti- 
mate, the income tax, it increased as pro- 
posed by the bill now before the Diet, 
will yield an annual revenue of 34 million 
yen, approximately. The same tax in 
Great Britain yields a revenue of 
£17,250,000, or about 170 million yer. The 
ratio is nearly 1 to 4g. That is very re- 
markable. Are we to conclude that the 
people of Great Britain can afford to pay 
forty-nine times as much in the form of 
income tax as the people of Japan ? Look- 
ing at the matter from another point of 
view, we find that in the revised scheme 
of taxation the lowest income liable to 
be taxed is 500 yen—or £50—and that 
the payment on account of such an income 
is 3 yen annually, or 1 per cent. after 
deducting 200 yen. Now the lowest tax- 
able income at present in Great Britain 
is £400, or 4,000 yen, and the tax paid on 
it—according to the scheme of reductions 
atroduged in. the current fixed year—is 
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de. the income is reduced by £160 before 
taxation, £160 being, under any circum- 
stances, the lowest taxable income; so 
that the total payment is £5, or about 50 
yen. Thus our final result is that the 
smallest payment of income tax in Japan 
is 3 yen, the corresponding income being 
500 yen a year, and the smallest payment 
in Great Britain is 50 yes, the correspond- 
ing income being 4,000 yen. The incomes 
are in the ratio of I to 8, and the taxes in 
the ratio of r to 17. What the future of 
the income tax in Japan may be we can 
not foresee, but at present it is certainly 
afailure. No tax is more irksome and 
vexatious. People hate to have their in- 
comes scrutinized, and that is especially 
true of the Japanese people. There is a 
curious mixture of reticence and bluntness 
in the present character of the Japanese, 
the former quality inherited, the latter 
educated by contact with Western ‘civi- 
lization.” ‘In polite society no Japanese 
dreams of discussing monetary affairs, 
and to speak of incomes, even in the ab- 
sence of their owners, would be regarded 
as an unpardonable solecism. Yet the 
newspapers do not hesitate to publish, 
from time to time, accurate lists showing 
the yearly revenues of the principal in- 
come-tax payers. We have often thought 
that the old custom of paying taxes in 
kind and using a weight of precious metal 
instead of a coin as the unit of currency, 
was much better adapted to the disposi. 
tion of the upper classes in Japan, than 
the present system, which reduces 
everything to a yen. Such refinements 
apart, however, a return of £350,000 is 
surely no justification for an income 
tax. We grant that a million yer to 
Japanese financiers is almost as much as 
a million pounds sterling to the Chancel- 
lor of the British Exchequer, but still three 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds seems 
a paltry excuse for exposing a nation to 
the vexations, humiliations and demora- 
lizing influences of an income tax. How 
magnificent the single-tax theory looks 
by the side of such methods! 








HE NAGASAKI HOTEL. 
ae 
The debentures offered by the projectors 
of the Nagasaki Hotel ought to prove a 
good investment. Their amount is only 
170,c00 yen; they are secured by property 
worth nearly double that sum, and they 
carry 7 percent. interest. The hotel may 
look forward to a monopoly during 
several years in Nagasaki, for although 
the number of persons visiting the place 
should be amply sufficient to bring prospe- 
rity to one large inn, they are not enough 
to tempt competition, Nagasaki has 
hitherto been conspicuous for the badness 
of its hotel accommodation, Our own ex- 
prience of the port is that it does not 
possess a hotel worthy of the name. Yet 
there seems no reason why, if good ac- 
commodation were procurable, numerous 
residents of Chinese settlements should 
not run over fora spell during the summer. 
Railway communications also will soon 
make the place easily accessible from all 
parts of Kiushiu, and now that Liaotung, 
Wei-hai-wei, and Kiao-chou are becoming 
centres of naval interest, Nagasaki is 
likely to be more frequented than ever by 
men-of-war. The debenture list closes, 
we observe, on June 1st. 
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SPEECH DELIVERED BY MARQUIS 
ITO AU THE OKURA FETE, 





gn ee 

During the f&te in honour of the Silver 
Wedding of Mr, and Mrs. Okura Kihachi- 
ro, His Excellency Marquis Ito, who was 
among the guests, having been invited to 
address the assembly, spoke as follows :— 
“Your Excellencies, ladies and gentle- 
men—The féte to-day being intended to 
celebrate our host’s entry. upon his sixty- 
first year and the silver wedding of Mr. 
and Mrs. Okura, | am asked to say a word 
in honour of the occasion. Unfortunately 
[have no gift of eloquence that justifies 
me in addressing you, neither am I furni- 
shed with materials to construct a speech. 
This title of Prime Minister that I hold 
seems, however, to impose upon me the 
necessity of saying a few words, and so I 
will crave your attention for a moment. 
Our host has reached his sixty-first year, 
and is happy in being able to celebrate 
his silver wedding at that age. He is my 
senior by four years, and I would gladly 
live to his age if I could serve my so- 
vereign and my country in the interval. 
None the less I do not pretend to think 
that a man's usefulness to society depends 
on his length of years. ‘There are many 
that have lived to be seventy, eighty, or 
even a hundred, without doing anything for 
their country, and there are others who, 
while still youths of twenty or thirty, have 
made themselves benefactors of the State 
and the people. Age has nothing to do 
with a man’s merits, whatever the popular 
idea on the subject may be. As for the 
successes that we may individually achieve, 
itis our innate desire, whatever vague 
speculations be framed by mere theorists, 
to work for and among races of our own 
type. There was a time, indeed, in pre- 
historic days, when animate beings were 
divided into only twoclasses, men on one 
side, beasts on the other, and when a 
fierce struggle for existence absorbed the 
attention of the former. But, after victory 
had been assured to men, they gradually 
organized themselves into societies which 
became more and more differentiated from 
each other in the course of centuries, and 
which, by their rivalry, benefited each 
other and contributed to the cause of 
general progress. Qut of that state of 
affairs grew the separation and competi- 
tion among the yellow, white, and black 
races. As forus Japanese, if we consider 
our circumstances to-day, we find that the 
policy adopted at the time of the Restora- 
tion, the policy of opening the country 
and breaking down racial barriers, remains 
still unchanged. Reviewing my own ex- 
perience, [ remember that when I return- 
ed from Europe thirty-five years ago, the 
anti-foreign mania was at its height, and 
the only course open to thoughtful men 
was, on the one hand, to combat the un- 
civilized opinions prevailing at the time, 
aud, on the other, to devise means of cur- 
tailing the power of the feudal chiefs and 
clan leaders and admitting the people at 
large to the councils of the State. I my- 
self appreciated that the nation’s aims 
should be to assimilate whatever know- 
ledge the world had to offer, and with the 
strength thus obtained from without and 
within, to push resolutely forward to- 
wards intellectual enlightenment and 
material development. The measure of 
success that has attended the country’s 
efforts to attain those aims is more than 
could have been anticipated, nor need I 
heme dilate upon the prosperity our land 
ate What I desire to emphasise is 
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that to preserve the barriers separating 
natives and aliens at the present juncture 
would be wholly inconsistent with the 
liberal policy originally adopted, and that 
such a procedure has nothing whatever 
to recommend it, Apart from matters 
connected with the pi ‘al autonomy of 
the State, every discrimination between 
native and foreign should, in my opinion, 
be removed, so that the widest possible 
céoperation may be secured in the 
terests of civilized development. Unless 
we seek Lo profit by the lessons of other’s 
ience what can we hope to learn or 
ve? The progress of the’world 
depends chiefly upon the liberal adoption 
of the knowledge and civilization of pre- 
decessors and of aliens. Nevertheless, 
history abounds with examples of nations 
which, ignorant of this fundamental prin- 
ciple, showed repugnance to foreign civi- 
lization, and sought to develop their 
administration and their systems by their 
own unaided strength. Ruin and decay 
have been the invariable fate of such na- 
tions. There is no difficulty in collecting 
practical illustrations of this truth even 
at the present day. We can find them 
readily. The statesman that ignores the 
principle I have here defined, and 
takes pride in standing aloof from the 
civilization achieved by others, violates the 
basic rules of society and the genuine 
obligations of humanity. Such a man is 
not qualified to play any part in modern 
politics, and I venture to assert that, so 
far from conferring benefits upon his 
country or his countrymen, he will involve 
both in innumerable perils. Concerning 
commercial and industrial affairs, I have 
but little experience and no knowledge to 
warrant me in speaking. Neither do I 
pretend to be versed in politics. Circum- 
stances beyond my own control have 
placed me in the position I now occupy, 
and I am chiefly anxious to follow the 
example set by my predecessors, so as to 
avoid errors in carrying out the policy of 
the State. My ardent desire is to con- 
summate the task entrusted to me by the 
Sovereign and to satisfy the wishes of the 
people. Even though I could count upon 
many remaining years of life, [ should not 
value the prospect greatly, except as 
strengthening my great hope that I may 
live to see the rise of some man of extra- 
ordinary competence and wisdom to man- 
age the affairs of the State and lead the 
nation to fuller progress and higher pre- 
stige. Were that hope realized, I would 
be content to die to-morrow. Meanwhile, 
finding myself in the post of Prime Mini- 
ster, and being, as I have said, little con- 
versant with commercial and industrial 
affairs, it is my object to rely upon the 
views of experienced persons, and adopt 
measures based on the actual condition of 
affairs and the tendency that they seem 
likely to assume hereafter. It is among 
the legitimate functions of an administra- 
tion to formuiate a policy with regard to 
trade and manufactures, or to legislate 
about them, in accordance with the views 
of the business community. Mr, Okurahas 
amassed considerable wealth by the steady 
pursuit of various enterprises, and is 
entertaining us in this sumptuous manner 
to celebrate his advancing years and his 
silver wedding. In commemoration of 
the occasion, he has announced his inten- 
tion of giving a sum of five hundred 
thousand yer for the endowment of a com- 
mercial college. I am glad to add my 
voice.to the many that have already ap- 

lauged°such ' mihificence. When Mr. 
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Okura first consulted me on the subject, 
he contemplated the establishment of a 
school for the children of the poor, but 
during my recent tour through Europe I 
had an opportunity of inspecting a com- 
mercial school in Spain and of studying 
the programme of its organization. Con- 
vinced of the advantages that must accrue 
from such an institution, | persuaded Mr. 
Okura to change his project as toa school 
forthe poor, Had I entertained any politi- 
cal ambition in connexion with the school, I 
could easily have turned Mr, Okura’s offer 
to account, so as to organize an educational 
institution suited for the manufacture of a 
political party. But I had no such ambi- 
tion, So the final resolution was in favour 
of a commercial college. Mr. Okura’s 
generosity in contributing a large sum for 
the public good is, of course, to be ad- 
mired. But such acts are not very difficult 
for rich men. The difficulty consists 
rather in maintaining the spirit as well as 
the purpose of the proposed institution so 
that solid success shall be achieved. Vis- 
count Enomoto, in the speech just de- 
livered by him, said that he should like to 
sce Mr. Okura’s example followed by 
many others. For my own part I enter- 
tain little doubt that the brilliant results 
likely to attend Mr. Okura’s design will 
encourage others to make similar philan- 
thropic efforts, and it is therefore to be 
sincerely hoped that educationists as well 
as the business community at large will 
spare no pains to assist Mr. Okura in 
attaining his aim. I beg, in conclusion, to 
offer my congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Okura on the blessings that they already 
enjoy, and to hope that these blessings 
may be still further augmented for their 
posterity through the results of the good 
work which they now contemplate.” 








VHE DISTRESS IN IRELAND. 
pS a 


‘The Irish members in the present House 
of Commons seem to be more reckless in 
their statements than any of their prede- 


cessers. In a debate on the distress now 


prevailing in the west of Ireland and the 
measures of relief adopted by the Govern- 
ment, Mr. Dillon called upon the English 
to “clear out of Ireland altogether,” a 
request which was loudly cheered by his 
fellow-patriots; Mr. W. Redmond de- 
clared that “the Irish in America could not 
dislike and distrust England, the English 
Government and everything connected 
with England more than the Irish in Ire- 
land do ;” Mr. Macneill remarked that the 
Chief Secretary for Ireland “had no trust 
and no mandate from the people of Ire- 
land;” that he was there as a foreigner, 
representative of a Government supported 
by the two pillars of violence and fraud,” 
that the Irish were asking for relief “as 
only one drop ont of the ocean of all the 
benefits the English Government had ab- 
stracted from them by deliberate robbery 
and plunder for a century,’ and that 
“ English rule was the great difficulty in 
Ireland; the bane and curse of the 
country,”.and Dr. Ambrose called the 
members of the Ministry bloated gentle- 
men,” an epithet which he has of course 
to recall. Itis a difficult qnestion to deter- 
mine whether such reckless agitators 
should be allowed to foment disaffection 
and discontent, or whether they ought not 





to be safely lodged in jail. Aljthvir utter- | agg’ 
ances evoke omlyyilanghteny om 
uu 


from the Ministerial benches. 





THE NUDE IN ART. 


= 

On the 25th ult. the publisher, Mr. 
Shibata Shiro, and the editor, Mr. Goto 
Terunosuke, of a magazine called the 
Shincho Gekkan were arraigned in the 
Tokyo Local Court for violating the Press 
Law by inserting in that magazine a pic- 
ture of a nude female. Reference has 
already been made to this suit in our 
columns. If attracts much interest as in- 
dicating a resolve on the part of the pre- 
sent Minister of State for Home Affairs to 
prevent the introduction of the nude into 
Japanese pictorial art. The question first 
came upon the ¢apis in 1895, when Mr. 
Kuroda, a well known artist whose paint- 
ings had received favourable notice in 
Paris, sent a study of a female figure to 
the Kyoto Exhibition, If was a disgust- 
ing picture, unredeemed by any merit, 
technical or zsthetic, and it created un- 
bounded astonishmentamong the Japanese, 
who found much difficulty in appreciating 
this new phase of Occidental civilization, 
Some of our readers probably remember 
the discussions evoked by the incident in 
the vernacular press, and remember, also, 
the brochure written by Mr, Ganesco, en- 
titled “ Shocking aw Fapon.” Many critics 
blamed Baron Kuki—the Vice-President 
of the Exhibition—for allowing such a 
picture to be shown, and others defended 
him, on the ground that the problem had 
long ago been finally solved in Europe, 
and that the “human form divine” had 
just as legitimate a place in high art as 
has a landscape or a seascape. Official- 
dom remained silent, however. But it was 
learned, by and by, that Mr. Kuroda, the 
pioneer painter of the nude, had been 
appointed to a professorship in the Tokyo 
School of Art, and whispers went abroad 
that not only did he teach figure painting, 
but that the habits of the Occidental studio 
as to models for the exsemble had been in- 
troduced by him at the Uyeno' School. 
In the spring of 1896, the question seemed 
to have been definitely sett for at the 
regular exhibition of the M Fine Arts 
Society, more than one drawing of the 
nude was accorded a place of honour, 
We ourselves had not the pleasure, or 
the pain, of seeing these maiden” 
essays, but we are assured by competent 
judges that they displayed all the faults 
without any of the saving features of such 
paintings. The Authorities did not inter- 
fere, however, and in the natural order of 
things reproductions of the pictures ap- 
peared in the magazine spoken of above. 
We are inclined to think that they appear- 
ed, also, in the pictorial catalogue of the 
Society, bat upon that point we can not 
speak with assurance. In short, had we 
been asked at the close of last year to say 
whether the nude had been regularly ad- 
mitted to a place in Japanese art, we 
should have unhesitatingly answered in 
the affirmative. But we should have been 
wrong. The present Minister of Home 
Affairs regards the question in a different 
light, and has determined to take a test 
case into court in order to determine 
whether the Judiciary will sanction the 
new departure. Fortunately, perhaps, for 
the Shincho Gekkan, since the incident 
will give to the magazine a degree of pro- 
minence that it could scarcely have hoped 
to attain otherwise, it was selected to be 
the corpus vile of the Minister's experi- 
ment, and th- case against and for it was 
ued very fully before the Tokyo Local 
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tator’s arraignment was simple 
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contended that pictures of the nude were 
emphatically injurious to good morals, 
and he declared that this must be specially 
true in Japan, where to expose the body 
or any part of it except the hands and 
face had been regarded as indecorous 
from time immemorial. Many foreigners 
will find this dictum of Mr, Toshima’s 
difficult to reconcile with their experience 
of Japanese customs—the calid coolie, the 
lady at the spa, and the peasants’ a/-fresco 
tub. But the Procurator spoke truly, as we 
think we could demonstrate if we had an- 
other column at our disposal. Atall events 
he invited the judge to pronounce pictures 
of the nude a violation of the Press Law. 
For the defence it was urged, with much 
show of justice, that similar illustrations 
had appeared frequently in other maga- 
zines, and in the same magazine, without 
evoking official censure ; that drawings of 
the nude had been hung in galleries under 
official control; that the study of the nude 
from living models was taught at the Fine 
Arts School, which is a State institution, 
and that the editor and publisher of the 
Shincho Gekkan were constructively war- 
ranted in reproducing, on a reduced scale, 
pictures which had been publicly display- 
ed for weeks under the eyes of the police. 
Counsel for the defence also asked to 
have Baron Kuki, President of the Im- 
perial Museum, Professor Takamine, Head 
of the Fine Arts School, and Mr. Kuroda, 
the artist, cited as witnesses, and several 
Professors of the Imperial University 
summoned as experts. ‘Ihe Court refused 
the application, but whether that meant 
that the Judge had already made up his 
mind by examining the picture or from 
independent reasoning, we can not divine. 
The case was concluded in one day, so 
far as the arguments were concerned, but 
judgment was not be delivered until the 
31st ult., when the Judge found for the 
defendants. 





STAITE PURCHASE OF PRIVATE 
RAILWAPS. 
cg 

The Tokyo’ Chamber of Commerce has 
at length elaborated its bill for the State 
purchase of private railways, and will take 
immediate steps to have it submitted to 
the Diet. It consists of ten articles, and 
contains a carefully elaborated scheme for 
the proposed operation. A very few 
words, however, will suffice to convey to 
our readers an idea of the measure. The 
value of a railway is to be estimated by 
taking its average annual net profits 
during the past three years and capitali- 
zing them at from 4 to § percent. As 
for the total purchase money, it is put by 
the chamber at 200 million yen, and the 
nominal idea is to raise it by a domestic 
or foreign loan, but of course the framers 
of the bill can have little hope of the 
money’s being obtained at home. They 
also speak of floating the loan by degrees, 
a method of procedure which would be 
exceedingly difficult to adopt in practice. 
The interest on the loan is to be 3 per 
cent., and the bonds are to remain un- 
redeemed for 50 years. Thus, if the pro- 
perty purchased gives a return of from 4 
to § per cent., and the money with which 
it is purcha s obtained at 3 per cent., 
the transaction would be decidedly pro- 
profitablestopieg State. We do not im- 
a. that-there is. much chance of the 
nt Cabinet's Addpting such a scheme. 


GN 



























nese! 








582 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


{June 4, 1898. 


a 





FAPAN AND FOREIGN CAPITAL, 
ge 

The Bill presented to the Lower House 

by the Government on the subject of fo- 

reign loans contains no direct information 

about the Ministry’s intentions, Its pro- 


visions are thes 





In the event of raising in foreign markets any of 
the loans teferred to in the Railway Construction 
Law, No. 4, of 1892, the Industual Bonds Regula- 
tions, No. §9, of 1896, and the Hokkaido Railway 
Construction Law, No, 93, of 1896, the Gaver 
ment shall be competent to determine by Notific 
tion, first, whether the amount of the loan shall be 
insctibed in-fureign coin; secondly, the period for 
which the bonds shall pending the first re- 
demption ; and thirdly the time of redemption, as 
well as all other essential points relating to re. 
demption, Provided that the date of complete 
redemption shall not be more than 55 years after 
the date of issue of the bonds, 


















There is here no direct authorization to 
float the above loans in foreign countries. 
Probably no such authorization is neces- 
sary. The Laws and Regulations relating 
to the loans do not contain any provision 
limiting the sale of the bonds to the 
domestic market, and in the absence of 
such provision the Government doubtless 
considers itself entitled to sell the 
bonds wherever buyers can be found. 
Thus the object of the Bill is not to provide 
for a foreign loan, but to enable the Mini 
ster of Finance to model his procedure in 
such.a manner as to suit foreign capital- 
ists, should recourse to them be found 
necessary. In other words, the Minister 
of Finance will have discretion to deter- 
mine whether the loans should be floated 
at home or abroad, and, in the event of 
his deciding to float them abroad, he will 
modify the conditions of issue and re- 
demption accordingly. 





It has often been pointed out in these 
columns that there are three objections to 
Japanese bonds from the foreign invest- 
or’s point of view. The first, and by far 
the most important, is uncertainty as to 
the stability of Japan’s monetary system, 
She has adopted gold monometallism, and 
her unit of value, the yen, is a coin con- 
taining 2 fun (0.75 grammes) of pure gold 
and worth 234d. If it were certain that 
the same unit will be used 55 years hence, 
the foreign purchasers of a Japanese bond 
would be quite content to have its face- 
value expressed in yen. Not being certain, 
however, he wants some guarantee, and 
Count Inouye proposes the simple plan 
of converting the yen into its equival- 
ent in the coinage tem of the 
country where the bond is sold, and in- 
scribing the converted amount on the face 
of the bond, The second objection is 
that the period pending the commence- 
ment of redemption, namely, 5 years, is 
too short for a foreign investor, He does 
not care to run the risk of having his 
money thrown back upon his hands so 
quickly. Count Inouye proposes to 
change the period, probably to 20 or 25 
years, with the limitation, however, that 
the maximum time—55 years—for com- 
pleting the operation of redemption shall 
not be exceeded. It is also essential that 
the process of redemption should be 
regular, the quantity of bonds to be 
annually redeemed being definitely fixed, 
and not allowed to vary according to the 
convenience of the Treasury. No re- 
ference to this is made in the Bill, but it 
is probably included in the phrase “all 
other essential points relating to redemp- 
tion.” The third objection is the danger 


of taxation. An investor receiyes,interest 
ata fixed rate, pbuticany not e s€epthat 
























the bonds may not be brought within the 
pale of taxation some fine morning. We 
do not know whether that question has 
been taken into consideration by the 
framers of the Bill. 


AMERICA AND SPAL 
pe eS aa 

The Times of April 23rd publishes the 
following estimate of the strategic situa- 
tion :— 

The rupture of diplomatic relations between 
Spain and the United States has been followed by 
prompt action on the part of the latter Govern: 
ment. The larger portion of the reinforced North 
Atlantic squadton, under the command of Captain 
Willian ‘T. Sampson, has left Key West in order 
to enforce a blockade of the Cuban ports, and it 
is stated that the remainder of the vessels of the 
United States navy which are eady for sea will 
leave port with the same object almost immediate: 
ly. This is a development of the situation which 
was indicated in a previous article (Zhe Times, 
Aptil 14) as probable, since, if the supplies of her 
colonies are cut off by the American cruisers, 
Spain must almost necessarily attempt their relief 

The force at Captain Sampson's disposal con- 
sists of the armoured cruiser New York, carrying 
his flag, the battleships Jowa and Indiana, the 
“wovitors” Puritan, Amphitrite, Miantonomoh, 
aud Terror, with the cruisers Cincinnati, Detrost, 
Marblehead, Montgomery, Nashville, Wilmington, 
and Helena, besides a torpedo flotilla consisting of 
the Dupont, Cushing, Ericsson, Foote, Porler, 



































Rodgers, Winslow, Gwyn, and Talbot, with several 
small yachts and despatch vessels, Remembering 
the laige extent and indented character of the 
Cuban coast line, the President appears to have 
decided wisely not to attempt a blockade of the 
whole island, aul Captain Sampson is supplied 
with further reinforcements in the shape of the 
armed yachts aud merchant vessels which are ap- 
parently being prepared for the purpose, he will 
confine lis efforts to sealing up the larger ports, 
from Cardenas on the worth round by the west 
to Cienfuegos on the south, and including 
Havana and Matanzas. For this purpose he 
will probably subdivide his force in such a 
manner as to have nearest the ports blockaded 
a line of torpedo-boats and other small craft, 
with, outside these, a second line of cruisers, 
the battleships temaining as a reserveon athid 
tine beyond the probable radius of any action 
ch might be taken by improvised twipedo 
alt 











in the islands now 
18, gunboats, and 





naval forces of Spai 
consist entiely of small cru 
the like—vessels which may, indeed, harrass the 
Dlockaders after nightfall, but which could not 
hoye to stand up against the American cruisers in 
the daytime, when they will probably keep well 
pin the shelter of the fortified ports, 

At present, although it has been stated that the 
flying squadron at Hamptor Reads is to carry 
(a similar blockade at Puertorico, the force 
under the command of Commodore Winfield § 
Schley has not left port. Nor dors the coustitn- 
tion of this squadron seem to fit it for that pur 
pose, consisting, #5 it does, of but five vessels, 
the battleship Massachussetts, the armoured crui 
sets Brooklyn and Texas, and the commerce-des- 
toyers Columba and Manneapolis. Wt would 
seem more likely that this force would be kept in 
hand as a squadion of observation to act in ree 
sponse lo any movements made by the Spanish 
squadron at St. Vincent, Cape Verd. ‘This last 
force represents vistually the only one 
Spain has ready for use, [er now cansists of 
the four belted ccuisers, the Viscaya, Almirante 
Oguendo, Infanta Maris Teresa, aus the Crtsto- 
bal Colom, wih six Lorpedo-vessels. It is obvions 
that a squadron so constituted could not hope 
by itself to effect the relief of the colonies if it 
were likely to meet the combined squadrons of 
the United Stat-s, or even the flying squadron, 
if teinforced by the battleships from the Noth 
Atlantic squadron, ships that might well be 
spared for such a purpose from the blockading 
operation, Unless, therefore, Spain is desirous 
of thawing away these vessels it 
that they will leave their present 
immediately. 

‘The situation then, as it uow stands, indicates 
that fora time at least, and until Spain can re: 
force her squadion at St. Vincent, the Americans 
will have a fairly free hand to prosecute their 
blockade undisturbed except in so far as they may 
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be harassed by the small craft in colonial waters, 
siderations then present themselves, 


eee can the gartison of Cuba stand ya 
















blockade, with consequent stoppage of supplies 
from outside, and how soon can Spain augment 
the strength of her effective squadron toa point 
at which she may hope to attempt success{ully 
to raise the blockade? If the Spanish reports 
are tustworthy, the garrison can hold out for 
six months, and in less than two they will be 
able to add to their effective fleet six vessels, two 
of which at least are of the first class, These six 
vessels are the battleships Pelayo and the recon- 
structed Victoria, the belied cruisers Carlos V. aud 
Cardinal Cisneros, aud the first-class protected 
cuisers Alfonso XIII. aud Lepanto, all of which 
ships ace now in various stages of preparation in 
Spanish ports, where is also preparing for sea a 
second torpedo flotilla. 

The United States have also several vessels 
which should soon take their places in the differ- 
entlines. “Iwo of these are the cruisers San Fran 
cisco and New Orleans, which vecently arrived 
from England at New York, while a thid is the 
Oregon, battleship, which, with a gunevessel is on 
her way (0 Key West from the Pacific. The 
Oregon is not expected to arrive before the second 
week in May, She made a capital passage from 
San Francisco to Callao in 16 days, and after 
leaving that place was expected to reach Sandy 
Point in the Straits of Magellan about April 
17, There, and again at Montevideo, and at 
Santa Lucia the West Indies, she was 
expected to coal, and, her itinerary having been 
published, the Spaniards are reported to have sent 
a torpedo-boat to the south-east coast of America 
on purpose to watch for her, Whether this be so 
or no, the Spanish torpedo-gunboat Zemerario 
was reported at Buenos Ayres on April 6, and as 
she will probably receive the news of war while 
the Oregon is still at sea, she may endeavour to 
disable the battleship by a night surprise. The 
only other vessel which the United States has iv a 
near state of readiness is the cruiser Newark, but 
she is not expected to be fit for sea beloce the end 
of May, 

A fivther factor in the situation is the military 
force now concentrating in the United States. 
On April 14 an army order was issued directing 
eight regiments of infantry to proceed to New 
Otleans, seven to Mobile, and seven to Tampa, 
while in addition six regiments of cavalry aul all 
the light batteries and artillery regiments except 
the 6th and 7th, organized for coast defence, 
were ordered to Chickamauga. All these are 
regular troops, and it has been estimated that 
they will take six weeks to mobilize. Altogether, 
the force thus placed in readiness will amount to 
about 20,000 men, The passenger steamers St. ° 
Paul, St. Louis, New York, aud Parts, whose 
services have been called for under the terms of 
the contract between the Government and the 
company to which they belong, may be intended 
for transport duty, with other vessels which ave 
being purchased. But there have been no indica- 
tions of fitting these steamers for that purpose, 
and this will at least Ye sume time lo ace 
complish, It dues not appeat, therefore, that 
there is any immediate intention on the part of 
the Government to send troops to Cuba, where, 
moreover, there is» gartison reported to cone 
sist of 28,000 regulars, and 15,000 trained 
volunteers, and where the rainy season, soon to 
begin, will tender military operations — with 
seasoned troops very costly in life, It is but 
right to mention that, according to a telegram 
fom Washington, the concentration on” the 
















































































Atlantic seaboard of a force sufficient 10 make 
an effective campaign iw Cuba will only take 
but as it is also said that this force 





consist of 80,000 ont af 100,000 valunteers 
be called out by the Army Bill now helove 
Congiess, in addition to the regular army, the 
value of this estimate appears to bs doubtlal, 

It will be seen from the above that 
Spain did not expect to be in a position to 
enter the lists until some two months had 
elapsed from April 2grd. By that time 
she hoped to have the following squadron 
in the vicinity of Cuba :— 
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. Pelayo 
. Victeria 
Carlos V. 
. Cardinal Céineros. 
| Viscaya . 
Almirante Oquendo ...(7,000) 
Infanta Maria Teresa.(7.000) 
seu Cristobal Colom,.,......(6,840) 


First-class Protected 
cruiser Alfonso XIII. (5,000) 
+++ (4,286) 


Battle-ship .. (9.900) 
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fighting ships aud a torpedo flotilla, the|piercing guns, ranging from 12.5-in. to 
United States would oppose + 7.8-in, and 58 quick firers, ranging from 
Baitle ship ... Towa... (11,410) |6-in. to 4.7-in., against 76 armour- 
do Indiana piercing guns, ranging from  43-in. 
- to 8-in., and 97 quick-firers, ranging 
Manicor from 6-in. to 4-in. on the American 
a. side. We do not see how two such 
do, squadrons can be expected to engage. 
do sscesenee. It would be simple self-immolation on the 
Armoured cruiser part of the Spaniards. No wonder that 
Protected Cruiser... Columbia they hesitate. What they are to do, 
do Minneapolis .(7,475)| however, is a puzzling question, Time 
do San Francisco (4,083) | will not better their position. If they 
do (2)... New Orleans, * )\could hope to take Admiral Sampson and 

Deck protected . Pf 
cruiser Cincinnati (3,183)| Commodore Schley independently, there 
: Detroit {so00)|might be some faint chance of success ; 
do Marblehea .(2,000) | but nothing of that kind can be attempted 
do ‘Monigamers (2,000)! without the most rapid steaming, and 
oe Wiestapies (137) forced-dranght speed is out of the question 
do Halénas si {(1:392) | for a squadron working at a great distance 
Torpedo Craft from its only available source of coal 
Miser see. +++(4.083) supply. Spain's plight is certainly most 


We include the Newark, because she was 
expected to be ready by the end of May, 
and doubtless every effort has been made 
to expedite her completion. Giving Spain 
two months from the time when The 
Times’ estimate was prepared, it will be 
the end of June before any naval engage- 
ment on a large scale can take place. 
Evidently the Spanish squadron available 
at the moment of the outbreak of hostili- 
ties was wholly inadequate to risk an 
encounter, and our conjecture made at 
the time appears to have been correct, 
namely, that Spain had been caught un- 
prepared, and that a considerable interval 
must elapse before she would be ready to 
fight. Ata cursory glance, the American 
squadron looks much stronger than the 
Spanish, but if we consider only the ships 
of first-class power, there is not avery 
marked discrepancy. Thus, while the 
Spaniards have nine vessels ranging from 
9,900 tons to 5,000 tons, and including 
two line-of-battle ships, the Americans 
also have nine, ranging from 11,410 tons 
to 6,060 tons, and including four battle- 
ships. It isin the matter of second-class 
and third-class cruisers that the Ameri- 
cans possess overwhelming — strength. 
They have no fess than thirteen vessels 
—including three monitors—ranging from 
4,083 to 1,392 tons, against Spain's one 
second-class cruiser of 4,286 tons. It is 
within the range of possibility that Ad- 
miral Sampson or Commodore Schtey may 
come into touch with the Spanish St. Vin- 
cent squadron of four belted cruisers and 
six torpedo vessels before it can be joined 
by the ships from Cadiz. But that isa 
very remote contingency. Despite of all 
the rumours to the contrary, we do not 
believe that the St Vincent squadron has 
ventured anywhere into the neighbour- 
hood of either Cuba and Puertorico. Its 
destruction would be inevitable if it en- 
countered the Americans, and it has no 
choice but to lie perdu _until the six ships 
from Cadiz join it. Even suppoing that 
the whole available naval force of Spain 
is assembled in good fighting trim, would 
the officer commanding it be justified in 
risking an engagement? Would the 
Spanish Government be justified in au. 
thorizing him to risk it? Two line-of- 
battle ships and eight cruisers against 
four much more powerful line-of-battle 
ships and eighteen cruisers—squadrons 
differing so greatly in power could not be 
pitted against one another with the least 
chance of success or even escape for the 


























smaller. If we turn to armament, an 
omit all small guns, we(find that 
Spaniards would “posses! had 


unhappy. 


The Spanish Reserve Squadron has 
again left Cadiz. So the telegraph says. 
It is a remarkable squadron. We have 
been hearing of it time and again for 
several weeks, now here, now there,-and 
what to believe about it at last, no one 
can venture to affirm, The latest detailed 
news, published by the London TZimes at 
the end of April, informed us that the 
squadron would not be ready before the 
middle of June, at soonest. Great exer- 
tions have doubtless been put forth to 
forestall that date, and it is just possible 
that the ships did leave Cadiz at the close 
of May. But we doubt it, ‘The telegram 
announcing the event is plainly from a 
Spanish source.“ The destination of the 
Squadron,” we are told, ‘is either Cuba, 
the Philippines, or America, as the Govern- 
ment may deem expedient.” That is 
surely a little ‘thin.’ With regard to 
the Philippines, if the Squadron were 
going thither, it would, of course, take 
the Suez Canal route, and its movements 
would thus be under the world's observa- 
tion from start to finish, Besides, nothing 
conceivable could be more suicidal for 
Spain than to divide a force already far 
too weak even when combined, and to 
despatch one section of it to the Far East, 
keeping the other hidden away in the 
Atlantic. No step of that kind will be 
taken, we may be absolutely confident. 
Spain’s one hope—a slender hope at best 
—is to unite her St. Vincent and Cadiz 
squadrons,.and with the whole fleet strike 
some strong blow at her enemy. She 
naturally wants to persuade the Americans 
that their entire coast line is threatened, 
for if, acting upon that idea, they dispersed 
their naval forces throughout. the area of 
danger, there might be a chance for the 
Spaniards to take them in detail. But 
who can imagine that America will fall 
into that trap? Admiral Sampson and 
Commodore Schley will not attempt the 
impossible. The whole Atlantic coast of 
United States can not be guarded. That 
is certain. To attempt to guard it with 
twenty-two fighting ships would be to 
court disaster by a ridiculous dissipation 
of effective strength. The American 
commanders may endeavour to post as 
videttes throughout the menaced area a 
number of the armed yachis and mer- 
chantmen at their disposal, but their 
fighting squadrons will be kept always in 
touch. The Spaniards, as we have before 
remarked, are fatally handicapped for the 
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of operations, their case would be much 
improved ; but any attempt to use Puer- 
to Rico will bring them at once within the 
range of American observation. There is 
nothing for it, so far as we can see, but a 
good square fight. To bombard one or 
two American seaboard towns would not 
advance Spain’s cause in any degree, and 
would prepare for her a much worse 
finale. 


All intelligence with reference to 
Spanish naval movements has to be 
received with extreme caution, for it is 
evident that the Government at Madrid is 
making every effort to keep its belligerent 
affairs beyond the range of public obser- 
vation, Still the reiterated telegrams 
lately received about Admiral Cervera’s 
squadron seem too circumstantial to be 
altogether doubted. Santiago de Cuba is 
a town on the southern coast of the island, 
and its harbour, where Admiral Cervera’s 
ships are said to be lying, is called 
Puerto de Cuba. The Admiral’s squad- 
ron is doubtless the same as that said 
to have been at St. Vincent in the Cape 
Verd Islands at the outbreak of the War. 
It consists of the four belted cruisers Vis- 
caya (7,000), Almirante Oguendo (7,000), 
Infanta Maria Teresa (7,000) and Cristo- 
bal Colon (6,840), together with six tor- 
pedo vessels. Of course it is the very 
worst possible strategy that this Squadron 
should have allowed itself to have been 
entrapped in such a manner. The one 
thing to be avoided before everything 
was an encounter with the American fleet 
before all Spain’s available ships had been 
collected and united, and the sole hope 
for the Spaniards was that they should 
manceuvre so as to engage Sampson and 
Schley’s squadrons independently. But 
it is one thing to lay down a principle of 
that kind and another to act upon it. 
What was the St. Vincent squadron to do? 
It could not remain for weeks in the har- 
bour of a neutral state. It had therefore 
to choose between three courses—re- 
maining at sea until the reserve ships 
from Cadiz joined it; putting back to 
Cadiz temporarily, or making its way 
quietly into some harbonr of Cuba or 
Puertorico, there to lie perdu until the 
Cadiz reinforcements arrived. The first 
plan was rendered difficult by the question 
of coal; the second could probably have 
been the wisest in the long run, but had 
many obvious disadvantages. We infer 
that the third was chosen, and that, con- 
trary to Spanish expectation, the presence 
of the ships in Puerto de Cuba—a likely 
enough place for escaping observation 
—has been discovered. | Commodore 
Schley’s squadron, which is said to be 
blockading the Spaniards in Puerto 
de Cuba, consists of the battle-ship 
Massachussetts (10,288), the armoured 
cruisers Brooklyn (9,250) and Texas 
(6,315), and the protected cruisers Colum- 
bia (7,475) and Minneapolis (7,475). The 
disparity of force is not great, especially 
if the torpedo vessels be taken into ac- 
count. But the Spanish admiral is at a 
terrible disadvantage if he has to emerge 
from harbour in the face af a squadron 
that can concentrate its fire. Disaster 
could scarcely fail to be the result of such 
a manoeuvre. On the other hand, if he 
chooses to lie quiet, it will be almost im- 
possible for the Americans to get at him. 
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THE NATURALIZA1ION LAW. 





——+ 

We publish to-day a translation of the 
new Naturalization Law now in the hands 
of the House of Peers. It had not been 
our intention to publish the Law until its 
final passage through the two Houses, as 
there are indications that it will undergo 
various amendments, But, judging from 
the comments of a local contemporary, 
the provisions of the Law seem to be al- 
ready misinterpreted. It is alleged, for 
example, that no alien obtaining naturali- 
zation in Japan will be entitled to sit in 
the Japanese Diet or to vote for a mem- 
ber of the House ‘of Representatives. 
That is a mistake resulting from the not 
nncommon failure of Far-Eastern jour- 
nals to read the document which they 
undertake to discuss, or summarize. It 
is true that aliens becoming uaturalized 
in Japan are not immediately entitled to 
sit in the Diet, exercise the franchise, or 
rise to certain high offices, But the 
restriction holds for ten years only, or 
for five years in the case of a person 
obtaining naturalization for meritorious 
services rendered to Japan. In other 
words, any alien who has become natura- 
lized in Japan will, after ten years have 
elapsed from the time of his naturalization, 
be entitled to enjoy all the privileges 
of a Japanese subject without restriction 
of any kind. It follows, therefore, that 
everyone born in Japan (vide Art. IX.) and 
residing there, will enjoy the full status of 
a Japanese subject at ten years of age, 
and any one who lives in the country for 
fifteen consecutive years will be similarly 
privileged, since at the end of five years 
(vide Act. VIL) he can obtain naturaliza- 
tion, and at the end of ten more years he 
is freed from all disabilities altaching to 
alien, These provisions are in accord 
with the usage of Occidental countries. 
It isa mistake resulting from mere ignor- 
ance to say that the new Law is ‘remark- 
able for illiberality.” 


The new Law of Naturalization, or 
rather the project of law now before 
the Imperial Diet, bas attracted atten- 
tion amoug foreigners and provoked some 
comment. [tis characterized as illiberal, 
and one cuurteous writer charges us 
with ‘mendacious and wilful distortion 
of facts” because we said that ‘any alien 
who has become naturalized in Japan, 
will, after ten years have elapsed from the 
time of his naturalization, be entitled to 
enjoy all the privileges : 
ject’ without restriction of any kind.” 
‘This latter critic bases his accusation on 
a supposed literal rendering of the text of 
the Law, which, according to him, pro- 
vides that the disabilities under which an 
alien labours at the time of naturalization 
“ may be removed (with the permission of 
the Emperor) by the Minister of the In- 
terior.” Well, that is not how we inter- 
pret the Law. The Japanese words are : 
“ Zonjo ni sadametaru seigen wa * * * 
Naimudatjin chokusai wo hete kore wo 
haijo suru koto wo u;” which, trans. 
lated literally, means:—" As .for the 
restrictions determined by the preceding 
Article, the Minister of State for Home 
Affairs, with the Imperial Sanction, is 
competent to remove them.” We unde 
stand that provision to be simply an 
indication of the procedure appropriate 
to such occasions. The law of England, 
































for example, says that “An stign who 
* * # has residgd, in, the) Uiited jog 
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years * * * may apply to one of Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State 
fora certificate of naturalization.” Does 
it follow that the Secretary of State to 
whom the application is made has power 
to refuse it, although the prescribed con- 
ditions as to residence, &c., have been 
satisfied? Surely not. Similarly, in the 
case of the new Japanese Law, we inter- 
pret it to mean nothing more than that 
the Minister of State for Home Affairs is 
the duly constituted authority for remov- 
ing the disabilities of newly naturalized 
persons, and that he has no competence 
whatever to reject their applications pro- 
vided that the prescribed condition as to 
residence has been satisfied. Therefore, 
even at the risk of being again charged 
with “wilful and mendacious distortion of 
the facts” we repeat our statement that 
“an alien who has become naturalized in 
Japan will, after ten years have elapsed 
from the time of his naturalization, be 
entitled to enjoy all the privileges of a 
Japanese subject.” The Minister of State 
for Home Affairs will have vo more com- 
petence to deny his title to such privileges 
than a British Secretary of State has to 
withheld a certificate of naturalization 
when the conditions essential to its receipt 
have been fulfilled. 














‘There is another very interesting point 
to be noted with regard to this Law of 
Nationality. We have hitherto spoken of 
the Law in very general terms. But 
in view of the issues that have been raised 
it is necessary to be more explicit. Pas- 
sing lo details, then, we have to note that 
the Law does not warrant any of the 
criticisms levelled against it. It does not 
impose any disabilities upon persons 
naturalized in the ordinary way. Thetwo 
articles bearing on this question are :— 

XVI —Kikajin no to ni Anyone who has acquired 

shite Nikon no kokuseki wo Japanese nationality as the 
Shutoku shitaru monooyobi child of a naturalized per- 
Nikon jin no yoshi mata son orthrugh being «dopt- 
‘wa nitifu to naritarn mono ed by, ot married to, 
wa sani kakagetaru kenri Japanese, shall,not possess 
wo yu sexu. ithe follwing tights — 
etc, 
Zenjo ni sadame- 
fen twa dai-juichi- 
jo no kitei ni yorite kika 
two kyoka shitaru mono ni 
tsuite wa hokuseki shutoku 
no toki yori go nen no nochi 
sono ta no mono ni tsuite 
wa junen no nochi Naimu- 
daijin chokusai wo hete 
fore wo kaijo suru koto wo 
ue 








ete. 

With regard to the limlta- 
tions prescribed is the pre- 
ceding Atticle, the Minister 
ate for Home Affairs, 
with the Imperial Sanction, 
has competence t» remove 
them in the case of a 
person who has obtained 
naturalization under the 
provisicns of Art. XI, five 
years subsequently to the 
date of obtaining naturaliza- 
tion, and in the case of any 
other person, ten years 
subsequently. 


It will be observed that the disabilities 
in question refer to three classes of persons 
only ; namely :— 


a. Any one who has obtained naturaliza' 
the child of # naturalized person 



























through being adopted by a Japanese. 

c. Any one who has obtained naturalization 
through being maitied toa Japanese. 

Thus no disabilities whatever are im- 
posed upon persons who acquire Japanese 
nationality under the ordinary condition, 
that is to say, after five years’ residence 
in Japan. The children of such persons, 
however, do not acquire the full rights and 
privileges of Japanese subjects until a cer- 
tain probationary interval has elapsed. 
Let ustakeacase. A Frenchman, having 
resided five years in Japan, applies for 
and receives a certificate of Japanese 
nationality. He thereupon immediately 
becomes entitled to all the rights and 
privileges of a Japanese subject. But 
hig children, if he has any, though they 

cquire Japanese nationality, 4950 
cto do not become immediately entitled 








to all the rights and privileges of Japanese 
subjects. They labour under certain dis- 
abilities which are not fully removed until 
five years have elapsed, if their father has 
acquired Japanese nationality in recogni- 
tion of meritorious service, or ten years if 
he has acquired it in the ordinary way. 
Again, if an alien is adopted or married 
into a Japanese family, and thus acquires 
Japanese nationality, he does not im- 
mediately become entitled to all the rights 
and privileges of a Japanese subject, but 
is excluded from a certain portion of them 
until ten years have elapsed from the time 
of his adoption or marriage. ‘These cus- 
toms of adoption (yoshi) and marriage 
(ninfu) present some peculiar features in 
Japan, and are, therefore, specially treated 
in the Law. But the broad fact stands 
out that an alien acquiring Japanese 
nationality by satisfying the ordinary 
qualification of five years’ residence, is not 
discriminated against in any way, but 
becomes entitled forthwith to enjoy and 
exercise all the rights and privileges of a 
Japanese subject. No other interpreta- 
tion of the Law seems possible, and we 
therefore repeat our assertion that “its 
provisions are in accord with the usage 
of Occidental countries.” 


Our local contemporaries have probably 
been misled in this instance by an ap- 
parently erroneous translation in the 
Fapan Times. That journal renders the 
sixteenth article as follows :— 

A naturalized subject or his or her children who 
have become naturalized, or an alien adapted into 
a Japanese family, or who has become its member 
iv the capacity of niufi, is not entitled, &c. 

But the original does not contain the 
words ‘‘a naturalized subject.” It speaks 
only of the child of a naturalized person, 
and of persons naturalized by adoption or 
marriage. It is possible also that our own 
failure to enter into a detailed explanation 
of these distinctions may have helped to 
confirm the wrong impression, but we 
venture to observe that a careful exami- 
nation of the original text of the Law 
should have preceded the very sweeping 
criticisms penned by our local contem- 
poraries and their correspondents with 
reference to the project and our comments 
on it. 








MARQUIS 170. 
cso pe 

Marquis Ito, we perceive, is the object 
of a somewhat severe altack at the hands 
of a local English contemporary, which 
contrasts his liberal utterances at Mr, 
Okura’s silver-wedding party with the 
supposed illiberal character of the new 
Law of Nationality, and with the restric- 
tion imposed by the Revised Treaties on 
foreign ownership of land in Japan. 
Marquis Ito has invariably shown himself 
a thoroughly sincere friend of foreigners, 
and considering that of all living Japanese 
statesmen—indeed, we may fairly say, of 
all modern Japanese statesmen—he can 
claim to have contributed by far the largest 
share to Japan’s progress, the accusations 
of narrow-mindedness, self-seeking and 
hypocrisy now preferted against him by 
the ¥apan Herald in singularly acrimoni 
ous terms will be unreservedly condem- 
ned by every thoughtful foreigner. It 
seems almost an insult to defend him 
against such an attack. Still, we may point 
out that, with regard to the question of 
land-ownership, jt is well known that Mar- 
| quis Ito has al idiculed the idea of 
dinposing ay ¢ pon foreigners. 
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Neither Marquis Ito, however, nor any 
Other statesman, can afford to ignore the 
sentiment of the nation. Marquis Ito was 
Prime Minister of the Cabinet by which 
the Treaty of 1886 was negotiated, and 
in that Treaty the privilege of owning 
land was granted without reservation 
to foreigners. Marquis Ito was Pre- 
sident of the Privy Council with a seat 
in the cabinet when Count Okuma’s 
Treaty of 1889 was negotiated, and in 
that Treaty the privilege of owning land 
was granted without reservation toforeign- 
ers. As for the Law of Nationality, we 
have shown elsewhere that the charges 
brought against it by the ¥apan Herald, 
the Fapan Gazette, the Kobe Chronicle, 
and other writers, are based on a mis- 
conception. A false translation has 
betrayed them into supposing that the 
privileges acquired by an alien in Occi- 
dental countries upon naturalization, are 
to be withheld in Japan until a period 
of ten years shall have elapsed, whereas 
that probationary interval applies only to 
the cases of a naturalized person’s child, 
or of a person naturalized by the special 
processes of adoption or marriage, and 
does not apply to the case of a person 
obtaining naturalization by the. ordinary 
method of five years’ residence. In the 
interests of foreigners and in the course 
of justice, we do not think that such an 
attack as that made upon Marquis Ito by 
the Fapan Herald can be too strongly 
denounced. 





THE CODES. 

eee ee 
On the 2nd instant the House of 
Representatives passed the remaining 
portions of the Revised Code. The Bill 


embodying these important laws was sent 
to the House by the Government on the 
18th ultimo, and was entrusted toa special 
committee on the 21st (Saturday). Thus 
the various operations connected with its 
passage through the Lower House oc- 
cupied exactly ten days. The period 
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yama Kazuo no one of any note spoke. 
Dr. Hatoyama represented the Progres- 
sists. His support of the Bill, supple- 
mented by the fact that its opponents 
could not even obtain a quorum to qualify 
any of their amendments for discussion, 
leads us to infer that when a show of hands 
was called for, not more than 23 members 
voted against the measure. The Code 
may therefore be said to have passed with 
flying colours. 











NOTES FROM 
a+ 

A correspondent whose competence to 
pronounce an opinion on the subjects he 
discusses is beyond question, wriles as 
follows from Formosa :—‘ The entente 
between Japanese and foreigners in For- 
mosa is vastly better than it used to be. 
There has been a matked improvement 
within the past few months, and it is 
probably attributable to two, causes. The 
first is that the foreigners are coming to 
understand the Japanese a good deal 
better than they did originally. That is 
undoubtedly due in great measure to the 
influence of the late Governor-General, 
Baron Nogi, and to that of Mr. Hashi- 
guchi, the late Prefect. The second is 
that the Japanese, on their side, are 
finding out that they have not to deal 
with a mixed foreign community such as 
generally exists in an open-port settle- 
ment, a community including every grade 
from the beach-comber to the merchant 
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prince. The foreigners here, that is to 
say the non-official part, consist of 
one class only, the best type of mercan- 





tile men. They have their prejudices— 
a feature specially noticeable, perhaps, in 
the case of the English—but they are 
“gentlemen.” Pardon the term. tis in 
some respects detestable, as having an 
odour of snobbism, and being, moreover, 
without definite meaning, as well as 
slightly ridiculous ever since a witness 
ina Scotch police court, having refer- 









originally fixed for the duration of the 
session was twenty days, and as these ex- 
pire on the 6th (Monday), counting from 
the 18th May when the official opening 
took place, it is evident that only 3 work- 
ing days—Friday, Saturday, and Monday 
—remain for the House of Peers to ex- 
amine, discuss, and pass a project of law 
containing 1,146 articles. That is plainly 
an impossible feat, however anxious the 
House may be to dispose of the matter 
expeditiously. We presume, therefore, 
that the Government will extend the dura- 
tion of the session, especially as the Bills 
for increased taxation have not yet 
emerged from the Lower House. It is 
possible that these latter Bills will come 
up for discussion to day (3rd), since they 
were submitted with a request for quick 
consideration. But even if they reach the 
hands of the Upper House by the 4th 
instant, a week must be allowed for their 
examination and discussion. 





We imagine, therefore, that the session 
will be prolonged until the roth, or per- 
haps the 11th. There is work enough to 
occupy both Houses for two months longer, 
but the catalogue of measures dealt with 
ifthe session is extended until the roth 
or the rrth already promises to be very 
large. Our report of the debate on the 
Civil Code Bill is extremely brief, though 
in fact the speeches and motions occupied 





red to the prisoner as a “gentleman” 
and being asked to explain the word, 
replied ‘any man that’s no a woman.” 
However, there is no better term, and it 
is used in the present instance in a high 
sense, These men have strong prejudices 
and are not in every way saints as to their 
manner of life, but they are upright and 
honourable, never doing a mean thing or 
willingly committing a wrong act. It 
should also be noted that the class of 
Japanese coming to the island, the north 
at any rate, is greatly improving. 


The same correspondent, writing about 
“prisons in Japan in general,” says :— 
“Tn the course of my professional work 
[have seen many prisons. I have several 
times taken then " at a rush —that is to 
say, entered at a time when it could not 
have been expected that any foreigner, or 
visitor of any kind, would apply for ad- 
mission. ‘There are matters of detail that 
could be criticised. Presumably that 
would be true of any prison in the world. 
But, on the whole, [ have been astonished 
at their excellence, their cleanliness, and 
the great attention paid to sanitation. In 
fact, it seems to me that, as a rule, Japan- 
ese male prisoners have little to complain 
of. Their life is not amusing, indeed, but 
a prison in Japan is a place of instruction 
far more than it is in other countries. I 
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ing, though described as only temporary, 
is solid for a wooden structure, and well 
arranged from a sanitary point of view— 
not perfectly arranged, of course, but well 
arranged. The prisoners seem to be in 
good health. Those of Japanese and 
Chinese race are treated alike. In con- 
nexion with the prisoners, however, there 
is one thing that calls for strong notice. 
[ found among them a graduate of the 
College of Engineering with whom I was 
personally acquainted, and I was told that 
he had been there for more than a year 
without trial. No date has yet been fixed 
for his trial ; he is dressed in prison garb ; 
eats prison food ; is in a cell—not bad as 
a cell—with a number of other prisoners, 
mostly Chinese, and he has to bow down, 
placing his head on his hands on the floor, 
every time an official appears upon the 
scene. He is accused of taking a bribe. 
Ido not in the least know whether he is 
guilty or not. If he is, there is excuse 
enough in the miserable salary he—like 
all others of his standing—was paid, and 
moreover he has had more than enough 
punishment already. When I asked why 
he was detained, I was told with amusing 
iveté that he was kept in prison because 
evidence had not yet been obtained against 
him. This sort of thing ought surely 
to be stopped. [am told that there are 
hundreds of similar cases, and that among 
the untried prisoners there are some 
Chinese who were arrested when the 
Japanese first came to the island.” 


We publish the above, because we hold 
it to be an editor’s duty never to suppress 
such statements when they come from 
a bond-fide source. But we would remind 
our correspondent that the remanding of 
prisoners month after month in order that 
the police may have time to collect evid- 
ence against them is common in every 
country. Nevertheless complaints of this 
nature have been so frequently formulated 
with regard to the Japanese judicial sys- 
tem that it is impossible to believe them 
lo be entirely groundless, aud we earnestly 
commend the matter to the attention of 
the Authorities. 














THE “ SAKE” TAX. 
pce Sah 

If the Diet sanctions the new scheme of 
taxation, the income obtained from the 
saké tax will be 42 million yen annually, 
omitting fractions. The same tax yielded 
16} millions in 1893-4—Ze. the year before 
the war. It has consequently been in- 
creased in the ratio of § to 2, approxi- 
mately. The income derived by Great 
Britain from excise duties is twenty-eight 
millions sterling, or 280 million yen. Thus 
the ratio between the yield of the tax in 
Japan and the yield in England is nearly 
1 to 7. It is not easy to determine the 
proper conditions of comparison. A tax 
of 10 yen per koku mean sixpence per 
gallon, approximately. Now, since 1860, 
it has been a virtually accepted principle 
in England that ten ‘shillings a gallon is 
the proper tax upon spirituous liquors. 
If saké in that category, it 
evidently escapes on very easy terms in 
Japan, since it pays twenty times less than 
the British rate. But many people claim 
that sa&é is to the Japanese what beer is 
to the English, and since the duty on each 
gallon of ale brewed in Great Britain is 
something less than two pence per gallon, 
arison hold good, the Japanese 
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as to the justice of regarding saéé as the 
beer of Japan. Tea seems to us to occupy 
in Japan nearly the same place as beer in 
England. Certainly ninety per cent. of 
Japanese labourers do not think of touch- 
ing saké, whether refined, mixed, or 
muddy, at their mid-day meal, and many— 
probably a majority—do not regard it in 
any sense as a necessary article of diet. 
Would the nation fare better physically if 
saké were abolished? That is a question 
that we should like to see discussed by 
experts. In the meanwhile, the Govern- 
ment, has, of course, to adopt the policy 
of favouring the milder fermented liquors 
with the view of promoting temperance. 
A great difficulty is that to tax sa&éin 
anything like the same proportion as 
spirits and wines are taxed in Europe, 
might lead to its displacement by imported 
liquors far more intoxicating and deleteri- 
ous. If Japan could confine her people to 
saké and tax the beverage sufficiently to 
reduce its consumption to a minimum, 
she would be conspicuously fortunate 
among the nations. 








TOBACCO. 
obs 

We hoped that the Government's new 
fiscal scheme would provide for a radi- 
cal reform in the system of imposing and 
collecting the tobacco tax. At present, 
as our readers are aware, there is an 
official monopoly of leaf tobacco. All the 
leaf grown in the empire is bought up by 
the Government and re-sold to the manu- 
facturers. The outlay incurred in esta- 
blishing this system was 8 million yen 
approximately, and the net yield was 
estimated at 7} millions, Experience 
shows, however, that the monopoly gives 
only 64 million yen, a very poor result 
compared with the magnitude of the under- 
taking and the risks involved. The 
English method of simply levying a tax 
upon the leaf in transit seems far simpler 
and safer, and would give incomparably 
better results. The quantity of leaf grown 
in Japan is go million Ibs, in round num- 
bers, and in order to obt a revenue of 
64 million yen, the Government imposes 
a tax of about 12 sen, or something less 
than 3 pence per pound. Why the cost 
of collecting the tax should absorb such 
a large proportion of the takings is wot 
difficult to understand. As for the figure 
—3d. per Ib.—it is remarkably small. In 
England, according to the latest financial 
statement, the tax upon unmanofactured 
tobacco is from 3 shillings to 2s. 8d. per 
Ib., that is to say, ten or twelve times as 
large as the Japanese tax. 
that there should be such a great discre- 
pancy? Of course people in Japan can 
not afford to pay as much for a pipe as 
people in England, but if the British tax 
be three shillings, the Japanese might 
surely bea sixth of that amount, namely, 
sixpence, or the double of what it is. Six- 
pence a pound on go million lbs. gives a 
gross income of 224 million yen annually, 
and if the British method of collecting 
were substituted for the monopoly system, 
the net income would be at least 20 mil- 
lions, instead of 6} millions as at present, 
and ‘the working capital—at least four 
million yen—now involved in carrying out 
the monopoly system, would be released. 
We regard Count Inouye as one of the 
greatest of Japan’s modern financiers, and 
are somewhat surprised tha’ system 
which to ordi nec op (eC 


live should meet with his endorsement. 








Is it necessary’ 





FAPANESE DELEGAIES 70 THE 
FEDERATED WOMEN'S CLUBS. 


+ 

Miss Ume Tsuda and Mrs. Ogashima 
have been appointed delegates to the bien- 
nial meeting of the Federated Women’s 
Clubs, which is to take place in Denver, 
Colorado, on the 22nd of June. The two 
ladies leave Yokohama by the Pacific Mail 
steamer on the 3rd inst. Their journey 
was inspired, we presume, by Mrs. Alice 
Ives Breed, Vice-President of the Federa- 
tion, who recently paid a visit to Japan. 
Mrs. Breed has been a prominent figure 
for many years in ladies’ auxiliaries, 
emergency associaligns, women’s clubs, 
committees on social and moral reform ; 


the United States was organized, about 
fifty clubs enrolled their names, At the 
first biennial, held in Chicago in 1892, the 
number increased to two hundred. At 
the third biennial, 478 clubs and 20 state 
federations were reported, and it is now 
on record that there is an aggregate of 
about 1,000 clubs. The General Federa- 
tion confines itself to educational work, 
eschewing everything that savours of poli- 
tics. That, however, is a somewhat vague 
definition. If we want to know more in- 
timately what a club does and how it occu- 
pies itself, we can not do better than refer 
to an account given by Mrs. L. P. Smith 
in an essay read before the Alumna As- 
sociation of Lake Erie Seminary :—‘ The 
clubs of smaller places are usually study 





a leader, in short, of all movements tend- 
ing to the improvement of woman's status 
and the fuller recognition of her rights. 
There is not much disposition on the part 
of the stern sex to sympathise with the 
fin-de-sicle agitation for women’s rights, 
but not many thoughtful men will be found 
to deny that there ts ample room as well as 
urgent reason for extending woman’s in- 
tellectual field and developing her interests 
in life. Certainly that is true of the wo- 
men of Japan, and it is fortunate for them 
that they are in a position to send such 
representatives to America as Miss Tsuda 
and Mrs. Ogashima. Our readers will 
naturally want to know what these We 
men’s Clubs are and when they had their 
origin, As to that, we may say that the 
founders of the clubs are themselves dis- 
posed to seek their beginnings in the 
salons where the Marquise de Ramboiullet, 
Mademoiselle de Scudéry, Madame de 
Sévigné, Madame de Lafayette, and Ma- 
dame de Stael shone as particular stars, 
and to find their more modern prototypes 
in the sewing societies of New Engiand. 
These latter they call ‘the earliest and 
simplest expression of the instructive 
desire for social and benevolent associa- 
tion which seems to be at the root of the 
club movement.” Briefly stated, however, 
the fact seems to be that the great intel- 
lectual expansion of the last half century 
has included women as well as men, and 
that the former, growing restless under 
a growing sense of their educational in- 
feriority and of the limits imposed upon 
them by old-time conventionalities, began 
to meet for the purpose of studying litera- 
ture and dis g topics of general 
interest. It said that, in America’s 
case, the Civil War had much to do with 
the promotion of the movement by band- 
ing women together for humanitarian 
purposes. At all events, it was not likely 
that a country offering to the fair sex such 
educational opportunities as are furnished 
by the colleges of Vassar, Wellesley, 
Smith, and so on, would remain long with- 
out the women’s club, which seems to be 
a natural outgrowth of female colleges. 
We may say, therefore, that self-culture 
gave the first impulse to the movement, 
and that it received large expansion from 
a desire to grapple with the industrial 
conditions of modern times and to miti- 
gate the evils that accompany them. Thus 
it is that we find included in the new club 
calendars not merely educational sub- 
jects, but also civic, social and household 
economy, sociology, literature, and so 
on. Probably not many of our readers 
have any idea of the dimensions that 
this modern development has assumed, 
especially of late. Here are some start- 
R@teures :—Seven years ago, when the, 
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clubs, beginning, as a rule, with purely 
literary topics, but very soon taking up 
the questions and problems of the day, 
social, civie, economic, &c. In one of the 
clubs to which I belong, which may be 
considered fairly representative, we have, 
during the seventeen years of our exist- 
ence, spent three years in the study of art, 
as many more on English literature and 
general history, one on the events of the 
niheteenth century, one on the history of 
education, one on civic and social econo- 
mics, and the year we have just finished 
on household economics.” There 
so far as we know, one club of the 
in Japan, yet it may be doubted whether 
any country exists where such clubs are 
more needed. The woman of Japan is a 
charming personage in many way 
gracious, refined, womanly before every- 
thing, sweet-tempered, unselfish, virtuous, 
a splendid mother and an ideal wife 
from the point of view of man the 
master. But she is virtually excluded from 
the whole intellectual life of the nation.. 
Politics, art, literature, science are closed 
books to her, She can not think logically 
about any of these subjects, express her- 
self clearly with reference to them, or take 
an intelligent part in conversations re- 
lating to them. She is, in fact, totally 
disqualified to be her husband’s intellectual 
companion, and the inevitable result is 
that he despises her. We do not think 
that she occupies herself more fully with 
trivial scandals and petty gossip than her 
Western sister does, but’ certainly her 
intellectual and educational reasons for 
avoiding such miserable topics are greatly 
inferior to those of the American woman, 
and as a means of equipping her to take 
a higher place not merely in society but 
also in the household, we can think of 
nothing better than the organization of 
clubs after the American type. If the 
mission of Miss Tsuda and Mrs. Oga- 
shima has to that result, they will have 
tendered a great service to their country- 
women. It is said that they have the 
sympathy and support of Marquis Ito and 
Count Okuma. We can well believe it. 




















1HE CABINET AND THE TAXATION 
MEASURES, 


—_—+-~ 


It is alleged that in the event of the 
Diet’s rejection of the bills for increasing 
the taxes, the Government will not hesi- 
tate to dissolve the Lower House, That 
would depend, we imagine, on the grounds 
of the rejection, Count Okuma, for ex- 
ample, unless he has changed the views 
he entertained at the date of his resigna- 
stn Detember—views frankly ex- 
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columns at the time—does not approve of 
the heroic measures adopted by the 
Japanese Treasury tor redeeming the na- 
tional debt, and condemns the expenditure 
of large sums upon Formosan development. 
His idea is that Japan ought to adopt the 
procedure of Western States with regard 
to her debts; that is to say, reduce their 
amount when she has a genuine surplus 
of revenue available for the purpose, and 
content herself with the payment of inter- 
est when her circumstances do not permit 
the luxury of amortization. Count Okuma 
further thinks that if a country like Eng- 
land has never shown any particular haste 
in developing her colonies, nor ever 
appropriated any large sums from the 
home country’s resources for the sake 





of improving a newly acquired ter- 
ritory beyond the sea, Japan need 
not distress herself to be more liberal. 


He would therefore refrain from allotting 
any big amounts from the Treasury in aid 
of Formosan development, On the other 
hand, the present Cabinet propose to de- 
vote 11 million yen annually to Formosa, 
and to increase by 7 millions the amount 
(7 million yen) already set aside for the 
amortization of the public debt. Hence, 
under these two headings alone, there 1s a 
difference of 25 million yes between the 
policy of Count Okuma and the policy of 
the present Cabinet. Probably the greater 
part, if not the whole, of the Progressist 
Party entertain the same views as Count 
Okuma, and should those views prevail in 
the Diet so as to cause the rejection of 
the Government's Taxation Bills, it would 
be a delicate problem to decide whether 
an appeal should be made to the country. 
A Ministry which asked the constituencies 
to support it in imposing larger burdens 
on them could scarcely hope to secure 
their endorsement. It is possible, how- 
“ever, that prominence may be given by 
the opponents of the bills to the absurd 
argument that the present Cabinet is not 
competent to be entrusted with the spend- 
ing of increased taxes, or that, pending 
Administrative reorganization, the re- 
venue must remain unaltered. In that 
case the dissolution of the Lower House 
could scarcely be avoided. 


Our forecast, of 125 votes in favour of 
the Address to the Throne and 152 against 
it proves to havé been even too favourable 
to the advocates of the measure. They 
obtained only 116 votes and 171 were 
cast on the other side, the Address being 
thus rejected by a majority of 55. No 
such majority has ever before recorded its 
disapproval ‘of an anti-Government mea- 
sure in the Japanese House of Represen- 
tatives. It means, of course, that the 
Liberals are not disposed to raise afy 
objections to the Cabinet's foreign pol 
The complaisance of the National Union 
ists was always a foregone conclusion, 
but the attitude of the Liberals was un- 
certain prior to this division. 


Among the 171 members voting against 
the Address, the Liberals and National 
Unionists can not have totalled more than 
117 of 118, so that fully 53 Independents 
declared in favour of the Cabinet’s policy. 
It is certainly re-assuring to find the House 
taking this sober view of foreign affairs, 
though, at the same time, we can not close 
our eyes to the fact that 116 members 
condemn the moderation shown by the 
Ministry in connexion 

lications. 
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seemed to feel that they were fighting a 
lost battle, and the consciousness deprived 
them of all verve and fire. 








ORIENT MARK LODG*. 
+--+ 
The annual installation meeting of the Orient 
Maik Lodge, No. 304, E.C., was held at the 
Masonic Temple, Yokohama, on Tuesday even- 
ing, when Wor. Bro. Stan, E, Unite was  re- 
installed as W.M. Phe ceremony was ably per- 
formed by Wor. Bro, Geo. Hodges, who acted 
as Installing Master. The Worshiplul Master's 
list of officers is as follows :— 
Wor. Bo. E. P, Pallister,, 
A. B. Brown, 
Te Dovatd 
Geo, Hodges 
. L. Ph, won Hement 
Rev, J. W. Whe, 
. F. Heh 
» Angus McDonald 
Cc. 


: Benney 
Bro. Th 


Rihen ,,, 

A banquet followed the ceremony, about thirty 
Brethren sitting down with the Worshipful 
Master to a well-served banquet supplied by 
Bro. Clausen. The toast list was very sensibly 
abbreviated to the smallest limits, five toasts 
ouly finding place upon the card, and a very 
pleasant evening resulted. 




















BICYCLE RACES Al YOKOHAMA. 
ge 
On Tuesday afternoon two bicycle races 
arranged by the Y.C, & A.C, took place on the 
Cricket Ground rack, before a large audience. 


CONSOLATION RACE. 

The first event, the Consolation Race, post- 
poned from the recent Bicycle Meet, resolved 
itself into m match between Dewette and Col: 
aco, Callaco led half way round ; the second 


lap was begun on equal terms and finished with | , 


Dewette leading by x couple of yards, In the 
third lap both riders slowed down till, towards the 
finish, when Collaco led by half a yard, From 
that onto the gth round Collaco led by from two 
to halfa dozen yards, but in the ninth and final 
lap he easily came away from his opponent and 
finished nearly half a lap alead, Collaco’s 
time was 8 min, 374 secs. aud the points scored 
by were him 25. 
48} secs. and scored 3 points. 


CHINAMEN’S RACK. 

This event brought out six starters, Al Fung, 
Man Fok, Ab Fore, Cockeye, Ah Fong and Ali 
Him, who all started at scratch. 
riders tell during the first lap, leaving five in 
the race. Cockeye soon took the lead and 
gradually drawing away from the others, even 
tually won by half a lap, ing min, 46 secs. ; 
Ah Him being second (10 min. 10 secs.) and 
Al Fung third. The race o-casioned a good 
deal of merriment which tte riders took in ex- 
cellent part. 

After the races the prizes, a brorze vase for 
the Consolation Race, and two gold watches for 
the Chinamen’s Race. were presented to the 





winners by Mr. J. P. Mollison, President of the] % 


¥.C.& A.C. 





THE CHINA RAILWAY. 


ep ms, 
The W.-C. Daily News bas the best authority | } 





for stating that there is no truth whatever in the 
reports of successful opposition to the railway 
concessions acquired by Messrs. Jardine Mathe- 
son & Co, Within the last twenty-four hours 
the most satisfactory telegrams have been re- 
ceived from Peking, and Mr, G. J, Morrison, 
with a staff of engineers, started last night (May 
26th) to begin the necessary survey of the new 
line 












Dewette finished in 8 min. | 55. 


One of the |‘ 







TRADITIONAL MOODS, 
Pat gees 

It is interesting to observe how faith- 
fully the traditional reverence felt by all 
Japanese for everything connected with 
the Imperial House is reflected in the 
Diet. The recent fire at the Ise Shrines 
was altogether a paltry affair, reaching 
only to the roof of one of the principal 
buildings, and involving destruction of 
property lo the petty extent of some eight 
thousand yex. Yet the House of Re- 
presentatives thought it necessary to 
instruct its President to convey ex- 
pressions of condolence to the Emperor. 





+| The House of Peers did not adopt any 
“Istep of the kind, but a Bill 


providing 
funds for purposes of repair was passed 


{through both Houses in less than half an 
.|hour—the most rapid example of legisla- 
tion on record, we imagine. 











MONTHLY CUSTOMS RETURNS. 
eee Ege 
The following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for April last showing the foreign trade 
of the Empire for the month :— 
































1897. 1898. 
seven Yor, sien vis. 
Exports 1,555,452.40 - 10,665,850.540 
Imports .163,524.940 « 30,085,593.590 
Total exports and imports. 40,751,444 130 
Excess of imports 19,419,743.050 
Exports « 82,498.32 
Imports . 478,110.425, 
Miscellaneous 28,201,327 
Totat se 588810073 
TOTAL VALUE OF RXPURIS To AND IMPOKTY FROM VARIOUS FORKIGN 
Exports. _Imports. otal. 
$B 320.460 6,268,398.1192 6,769,738 
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Imports. 6,192,849.650 
Total. 199 650 
Excess of exports s+. 5,721,700-450 
XPOIts sy... 012,690 620 

By Japanese Merchants) tinports .2-n10,212,§16:030 
Imported by Government 202,206,190 
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IMPERIAL DIET. 
E oe 
FRIDAY, MAY 27TH. 

The House of Peers met at 10.10 a.m. 

THE NATURALIZATION LAW. 

Viscount Tani asked permission to resign the 
Chairmanship of the Special Committee ap- 
pointed to report upon the Naturalization Law, 
The Commiittce’s report had been condemned 
by the House as perfunctory, and the Law had 
been handed back for further examination and 
a fresh report, Viscount Tani, resenting this 
procedure, desired to resign, but the House 
refused to grant permission, 

QUESTIONS. 

Viscount Tani then ascended the rostrum, 
and explained certain Questions presented by 
himself and other members to the Government, 
with reference to a subject much discussed in 
1896, namely, the compulsory retirement of 
four members of the Board of Audit. An Ad- 
dress to the Throne had been voted by the 
House of Peers in the session of 1896-7, but 
there had been no result, and Viscount T: 
sought information as to the Government's 
tentions, 

REGISTRATION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY, 

The Second Reading of the Law of Registra- 
tion of Immovable Property was then taken, 
but, after thirteen articles had been passed, the 
House was counted out at 12.30 p.m, On re- 
assembling at p.m., the remaining articles were 
passed, and the Third Reading was voted at 
ance, the Law thus receiving the House's en- 
dorsement without any change whatever. 

SALT. 

A Representation on the subject of salt was 
then introduced and explained by Mr. Murata 
Tamotsu, The object of the Representation 
was to urge the establishment of sall-inspecting 
stations and the organization of a salt guild. 
The salt fields of Japan measure over seventeen 
thousand acres (7,000 cho); the production is 
36 million bushels (7 million £odu) ; and the 
number of persons engaged in the industry is 
over 200,000, living in 70,000 houses. Hence 
the importance of the industry from an econo- 
mical point of view is beyond question. Bat 
the methods of manufacture have never under- 
gone any improvement. The salt is far inferior 
to the foreign article and very much dearer, 
Formerly a kokw (5 13 bushels) of Japanese 
salt used to cost 1.30 yen, but within the past 
two or three years the price has gone up to 2 
yen. On the other hand, in England, Germany, 
France, Italy, and the United States, salt costs 
only 30 sen a hokw. The actual cost of pri 
duction in Japan is 1.20 ven per kokn, whereas 
sea-salt is obtained on the northern coasts of 
China ata cost of 09 yen per doku. Nothing has 
hitherto prevented the displacement of Japan- 
ese salt by Chinese or European except the 
prohibition that exists against the export of the 
former, and the expense of shipping the latter, 
combined with the fact that the Japanese peo- 
ple have not fully learned the superiority of the 
foreign article. ‘There are signs now, however, 
that home-made salt will be driven out of the 
market, In 1896, the salt imported from abroad 
amounted in value to 55,000 yen, and in 1897 
the figure was 110,000 yen. The significance 
of such a record can not be mistaken. Unless 
some intelligent steps be taken to improve the 
Proce: of production, this great industry 
must inevitably perish. 

The House adopted the Representation by a 
large majority. 

DISEASES OF CHRMALS. 

A Representation was similarly treated, 
relating to the establishment of stations for 
investigating diseases of cereals and other crops, 
The Representation declared that the annual 
loss caused by the ravages of noxious insects 
averaged some 20 million yen in the case of rice 
and barley alone ; and if all crops were includ- 
ed, the figure would probably reach 3o millions. 
Last year the injury done by the insect called 
unka had caused great distress to the rice-farm 
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seemed most desirable that the attention of si 
entific men should be directed to the matter 
with the view of finding some remedy. 

The House rose at 2.05 p.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House of Representatives met at 1.10 
p.m, 

THE NEW TAXHS—LIVELY DISCUSSION. 

The President announced that, in accordance 
with the wish of the Government, the Bill for 
Augmenting the Taxes would be presented as 
an urgency measure and discnssed at once, 
the usual procedure of entrusting it to a special 
committee being dispensed with, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of Art, XXVIL. and 
XXVIII. of the Constitution. The former 
Art, says that “the process of three readings 
may be omitted, when such a course is de- 
manded by the Government ;” and the latter 
provides that Bills brought in by the Govern- 
ment need not be submitted to a committee 
“when itis so demanded by the Government, 
in cases of urgent necessity.” ; 

Mr. Kono Hironaka strongly protested against 
such a ruling. He contended that this ques- 
tions of increased taxation could not possibly 
be considered as a matter of “urgent neces- 
sity” in the sense of the Constitution, and he 
moved that, the Government's action being 
unlawful, the House should condemn it, 

A warm discussion ensued, apinion being 
divided on party lines. Messis. Kaizuka, 
Haseba, Tanaka, and Kudo Kokan supported 
Mr. Kono, and Mr. Ooka Ikuzo opposed him, 

The Minister of State for Communications, 
Baron Suyematsu, entered the rostrum, and 
explained that the only object aimed by the 
Government was expedition. He pointed out 
that the Constitution undoubtedly gave the Go- 
vernment the power it now sought to exercise, 
and that several precedents were on record, 

On Mr. Kono’s motion being put to the House, 
the President declared that the show of hands 
was against it, but, his decision being challeng- 
ed, a ballot was taken, when 133 voted for the 
motion and 143 against. 

Mr. Haseba Junko then moved that, although 
the House bad recognised the Government's 
right to adopt the proposed course, still, in view 
of the great importance of the Bill, the Govern- 
ment be invited to withdraw its request for ur- 
gency, so that the Rill might remain in the 
members’ hands for 48 hours before being read 
a first time. 

THE GOVERNMENT WITHDRAWS, 

Before this motion could be discussed, the 
Minister of State for Commanications ascended 
the rostrum, and announced, in the name of 
the Government, thai the request for urgency 
was withdrawn. His statement was received 
with loud applause, and the Order of the Day 
was reverted to. 





NRW BILLS. 
The following three Bills were thus reported 

upon by the Special Committees, and passed 

through their Second and Third Readings :— 

Bill tor limiting tfie Period of Exchangeability 
of the silver one-yeu coin to July 31st, 1898. 

Bill for limiting the Period of Cuculation of Go- 
vernment Bank Notes to December 31st, 1898. 

Bill empowering the Government to prescribe 
the Articles that may be shipped from Special 
Ports of Export. 

The following Bills were then handed to Spe- 
cial Committees nominated by the President :— 

Government Bill for incieasing from 850,000 to 
250,000 yen the annual grant in aid of ‘Technical 
Education, and also for including navigation 
among the subjects of such education, ‘The state- 
ment of reasons attached to the Bill explained that 
alteady 130 schools for technical educati 
gyo kioiku) had been established thro 
country, and many others would be staried were 
the Government in a position to assist them 3 also 
that @ great need of competent navigating officers 
was fell, and that steps to supply it must be taken, 

Goverument Bill for giving greater latitude of 
choice to the Industrial Bank in the matter of de- 
positing its reserves, 

Government Bill seeking post-facto approval lor 
Impgrial Ordinance No. 21 of 1889, forbidding 
\ coe of weapons by canvassers in elec- 
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A private Bill for amending the Law of Public 
Meeting and Political Association was then sead. 
It consisted of 30 articles, and was opposed by the 
Government Delegate, but the House passed it 
through all its Readings by a large majority. 

A private Bill for abolishing the Special System 
of City Goverument in Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka, 
was also passed through all its Readings after a 
brief discussion, 

A few other Bills of minor importance having 
been handed to Special Committees, the House 


tose al 5 p.m. 











SATURDAY, 28TH MAY. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 


The House of Peers met at 10.12 a.m., and 
received the Special Commitice’s report on the 
remaining portions of the revised Commercial 
Code. 

THE COMMERCIAL CoDE. 

Marquis Kuroda, Chairman of the Con 
mittee, explained that a part of the Con 
mercial Code had been put into operation in 
1894, aud the sections now to be considered 
were the remaining chapters which, since that 
time, had been undergoing careful revision. 
The Committee had received the Code on the 
2oth instant, and had devoted many hours, by 
day and by night, to its examination, but had 
decided to recommend it for adoption in its 
entirety, with a trifling verbal alteration. The 
important bearing of such laws on commercial 
and industrial enterprises was not overlooked. 
It appeared to the Committee, however, that no 
points inviting hostile criticisin presented them- 
selves. He begged 'o remind the House of the 
importance of passing this Bill, from the point 
of view of Treaty Revision, and he desired that 
questions of detail should be addressed to the 
Government Delegate. 

Numerous questions were propounded by 
members and answered patiently and skilfully 
by Ms, Okano Keijiro, the Government De- 
legate. Fully three hours were thus occupied, 
and an attempt was then made by Mr. Isobe 
Kaneyoshi to have the Bill handed back 
to the Committee for fuller investigation. The 
House negatived this proposition, and voted for 
the Second Reading, deciding further, in spite 
of some opposition, that the Reading should be 
taken at once. 

Mr. Okauchi Shigetoshi called attention to 
the fact that the soth Article embodied a depar- 
ture from the method of signing documents 
hitherto adopted in Japan and prescribed by 
the laws of the country. It provided that, in. 
the case of partnership documents, the signa- 
tures of the respective partners should be ap- 
pended, but said nothing about seals or stamps 
(choin, natsuin), though the usage of the nation 
was in favour of these. He wished to know 
the reason of the omission, and he pointed out 
that it effected Arts, 150, 120, and 237. 

The Government Delegate replied that only 
once in the Civil Code, or in the part of the 
Commercial Code already operative, was the 
use of seal or stamp prescribed. It could 
not be said that the new laws of the land en- 
dorsed that method of attesting a document. 
The fact was that this question of seals and 
stamps had again and again come up for 
discussion at the meetings of the Revisory 
Committee, but the debates had invariably 
shown that personal prejudice rather than rea- 
son influenced the views of the revisors. Finally 
the matter had been fully investigated by the 
Committee as a whole, and the majority had 
decided that, while not prohibiting the employ- 
ment of stamps or seals, the laws should be so 
framed as to attach paramount importance to 
signatures. There had been no idea of prefer- 
ting signatures to seals and stamps merely be- 
cause such preference existed in the Occident. 

The Bill was finally passed through its 
Second and Third Readings without amend- 
ment. 




















BILLS PASSED. 
The following Bills were then finally passe: 


Bill relating to Application of the Commercial 
Code. 





Bill for amending the Bank Regulations. 
Biiddeb pean the Law for the Amalgama- 


(Bele 
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FIRST READINGS. 
The following Bills, sent up from the House 
of Representatives, were read for the first time 
and handed to Special Committees :-— 
Bill selating to the Hokkaido State Railways’ 
Finances. 
Bill for amending the Formosan Bank Law, 
Bill for exempting from Taxation the Sites of 
Epidemic Hospitals. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House of Representatives met at 
Lr pm, 

QUESTIONS. 

Mr. Kumada Ugenda presented a Question 
with regard tothe San-in and Ko-hiu railways, 
These had been originally regarded as purely 

. Commercial lines, but the former was now re- 
cognised as esential for strategical purposes 
also, and its immediate construction became, 
therefore, a matter of necessity. What course 
did she Government think of adopting with 
regard to it? 

Mr, Tsunematsu Rinkei presented a Question 
with regard to harbour improvement. Sakai, in 
Tottori, and Hamada, in Shimane, had already 
been declared ports of export, but the trade 
from them was insignificant, owing to the in- 
feriority of the facilities. Similarly, Saigo and 
Urago in Oki; Miyogaseki, Yugi and Yasuke 
in Izamo; and Onsen-tsu in Iwane, were all 
places of great commercial prospects if only the 
harbours were improved. Did the Government 
contemplate taking any measures in that sense? 

Another Question was presented by the same 
members secking information as to whether the 
Government intended to subsidise a steam-ship 
service to Oki island. The service was at pre- 
sent aided from the local taxes, but that source 
of assistance proved quite inadequate. 

A third Question from the same source related 
tu light-houses at Hinomisaki in Izumo; On- 
sentsu in Iwane; Kuroshima and Ohakajima 
in Oki, Were no official measure to be taken 
lor establishing light-houses at these places? 

A fourth Question asked for information 
about posts and telegraphs in Shimane Prefec- 
ture, The arrangements for these services were 
very defective, and the presenters of the Ques- 
tion asked whether no improvement was in view, 
The same was true of registration offices, the 
namber of those already established in Shimane 

altogether inadequate for the require- 

that would arise under the new laws, 

Other Questions were preferred about the same 

prefecture. 


















NEW LEGISLATION. 
The House then passed the following Bill 
Bill relating to local boundaries in Kagawa. 
Bill relating to local boundaries in Hiroshima. 
Bill for amending the Procedure in relation 

to the Application of Laws. 

Bull for amending the Registration Law. 
The following measures were handed to 
Special Commitiees :-— 
Three Bills relating to the Board of Audit. 
THE SALT INDUSTRY. 
Representation relating to the Manufacture 
of Salt. (This Representation was virtually 
identical with that previously adopted by the 

House of Peers). 

INCULCATING PARLIAMENTARY PRINCIPLES. 
Mr, Toshimitsu Tsurumatsu introduced a 

Representation urging that precepts relating to 

the conduct of electors and candidates for elec- 

tion ought to be included in the text books %f 

primary schools ; many of the abuses incidental 

to elections might be corrected by well-enforced 
laws, but bribery, the chief abuse of all, could 
scarcely be reached by legislation, The only 
way to prevent it was to educate a moral sense 
opposed to such dishonesty, and for that pur. 
pose the text books of primary schools ought 
to contain instruction of such a kind that lads, 
as they grew up, would learn to regard corrupt 
practices with genuine aversion, 

The Representation was handed to a Special 

Committee, and the House rose at 3 30 p.m. 
The following answer to a Question was 


received from the Wan CoO read to gl 














House by a Secretary :— | 


“|which stood first upon the Order, but, in de- 


a 





























































STATISTICAL INQUIRIES. 

Question, —Having regard to the fact that to 
inquire into the national resources is a duty devol- 
ving upon the State, and that all the principal 
European Powers are making arrangements to 
conduct such an inquiry in the year 1900, the 
House of Peers presented to the Government a 
Representation ging the importance of adopt- 
ing asi lar course i) this country. It does not 
appear, however, that the Government has taken 
any siep in the desired direction. What purpose 
does the Government entertain ? 

(Signed) — Esara Soroxu and others. 

Answer,—The practical value attaching to an 
investigation of the kind referred to depends 
chiefly upon the processes adopted. The Govern- 
ment is, therefore, considering carefully the pro- 
cedure that should be followed, and, by way of 
preliminary, is endeavouring to bring the statistic: 
al system to a thoroughly satisfactory condition, 
Thereafter a decision will be tak, 
pediency of adopting the suggesti 
the Representation, An appropi 
outlays in connexion with improving the statistical 
methods of the country was embodied in the 
Budget for the current year; but as that docu 
ment did not come into existence, it will be neces- 
sary to oblain the required funds through the 

m of next year’s Budget. 


in rapid succession, But to keep silence in the 
presence of such incidents as the above would be 
incompatible with the duty of the people's repie- 
sentatives, Actuated by that conviction, Your 
Majesty’s servants solicit Your Majesty’s august 
judgment. 





THE DEBATE. 

Mr. Komuchi Tomotsune explained the Ad- 
dress, but his remarks were merely a repetition 
of the gist of the Address couched in some- 
what vehement language. 

Mr. Inouye Kakugoro inquired what ‘Go- 
vernment” the speaker alluded to, and, being 
answered, “ the present Ito Cabinet,” reminded 
Mr. Komuchi that he himself had been Pre- 
sident of the Legislative Bureau in the last 
Cabinet when Germany seized Kiao-chou and 
Russ pplied fora lease of Talien and Port 
Arthur, Why had not Mr. Komuchi then in- 
x:| sisted on the course which he now blamed the 
present Cabinet for not taking? It appeared 
that he had stood up before the House and 
inadvertently brought an accusation a 
himself. Thia remark provoked much laught- 
er,and Mr. Komuchi declined to answer the 
question, alleging that Mr. Inouye's only object 
had been to move the House to merriment. 

























REJECTED, 
In the debate that followed Messrs. Sassa, 
MONDAY: MAY. 31ST: Sameshima, Koizuka, Shimada, Komura, 





HOUSE OF PEERS. 
HANDED TO COMMITTEB, 
The House of Peers met at to a.m., and 
proceeding to the Order of the Day, handed 
the following Bills to Special Committees :— 


Bill for Exempting from Taxation Lands de- 
vastaied by Earthquakes (sent up from the Lower 
House.) 

Bill for repealing the Peace Preservation Re- 
gulations (sent up from the Lower House.) 

Bill for amending Local Boundaries, 





Nakamura, and Ooka Ikuzo took after 
which the closure was put and cai A 
closed ballot was then taken, when 116 voted 
for the Address and 171 against it. 

THR N&W TAXATION SCHEMES. 

Count Inouye then addressed the House 
briefly. He said that the revenue now collect- 
ed by the State did not suffice to cover the ex- 
penditures, and in view of that fact the previous 
Cabinet had submitted a measure for increasing 
the taxes, Unfortunately the dissolution of the 
Lower House had prevented the discussion of 
the Bill and had also obliged the Government 
to work with the Budget for the preceding year. 
Under the circumstances there was no recourse 
except to make good the deficiency by a draft 
upon the Indemnity. But that plan, temporizing 
and defective under any circumstances, would 
not be available next year, as no surplus would 
remain from the Indemnity. Hence it had be- 
come absolutely necessary to place the finances 
on a sound basis by providing for increased taxa- 
tion, There was certainly some ground, for 
objecting to the introduction of such u measure 
in an extraordinary session, but if the Bill were 
deferred until the regular seasion at the close of 
the year; none of the funds accruing from the 
augmented taxes would be available in the 
fiscal year 1899-1900, and the finances would 
presenta condition of disorder. With regard 
to the domestic loans contemplated under the 
post-bellum programme, a sum of about 160 mil- 
lion yen remained to be floated, and recourse 
would be had to the foreign money market for 
a partof that amount. A Bill in that sense had 
been submitted to the House. 

NOISY SCENES. 

Numerous questions were addressed to the 

nister, and the House became exceedingly 
noisy, the President showing no capacity what- 
ever to preserve order, Alter replying to many 
queries, Count Inouye left the House, but an 
urgency motion was at on ied to suspend 
the consideration of the Taxation Bills until the 
Minister was present. Count Inouye then re- 
tumed and replied to several further questions. 
Finally, the whole of the Taxation Bills were 
handed to a Special Committee, and the House 
rose al 6 p.m, 











AN ELECTION QUESTION. 

The House then proceeded to discuss t 
question of the legality of Mr, Kume Tad 
election, and after considerable debate endorsed, 
by 145 votes to 45, the report of the Special 
Committee declaring the election void, 

The House rose at 2.20 p.m, 

















HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House of Representatives met at 1.05 
p.m. 









THR ADDRESS TO THE THRONE. 

On the motion of Mr. Namata Ugenda, the 
House decided by large majority to change 
the Order of the Day for the purpose of im- 
mediately debating, as a mater of urgency, an 
Address to the Throne with reference to foreign 
policy. Count Inonye had ascended the rostrum 
to speak about the Bills for Increased Taxation 





ference to the evident wish of the House, he 
returned to the Ministerial Benches without 
speaking, and the Government gave permission 
for the changing of the Order. 


The Address to the Throne ran as follow: 


‘To assist China to preserve her independence 
(we omit the conventionalities of the document) is 
a means of securing the tranquillity of the Orient, 
and thus enabling the vations States to reap the 
fall advantages of mutualy friendly intercourse. 
That result is a prime object of this empire’s na- 
tional policy, and it was in pursuance of it that 
Your Majesty setvoceded the Liaotung Peninsula, 
in compliance with the counsels of Ri 
many, and France, The Imperial Resce ip 
on the cccasion of the retrocession, gave clear 
expression to the fact, which, for the rest, was 
universally recognised both at home and abroad. 
But the Ministry now in office, satisfied to drift 
with the s, looked on idly while the very 
Power that had wiged this Empire to retroceed the 
Peninsula, was taking steps to establish itself 
there. No effect was made to devise any means 
of preserving the balance of power or maintaining 
peace in the Far East, and this inaction on the 
part of the Government srems to have been con- 
spicuously at variance with the giacious p 
pose entertained by Your Majesty in tetrocedi 
the Peninsula, Nothing is farther from the 
desire of this House thaw to take any step incon. 
sistent with the spirit of harmonious «d-operation 
between the Cabinet and the Legislature at a time 
when so y important problems of domestic 
e foreign policy present themselves for solution 








































TUESDAY, MAY 31ST. 


HOUSE OF PEERS. 
THE NATURALIZATION LAW FASSES. 

The House of Peers met at 10.15 a.m., and 
proceeded to take the Special Committee's re- 
port on the Naturalization Law, Viscount Tani, 
on behalf of the Committee, slated that, in 
accordance with the House's direction, the 
Committee had re-examined the Bill, and now 
again recommended it for adoption with a slight 
amendment. ‘Various amendments were pro- 
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posed, but failed to obtain the approval of the 
Honse, and the Second and Third Readings of 
the Bill were passed. 
COMMITTKB WORK: 
The following Bills were then handed to 
Special Committees :— 


Bill relating ta the Exch 
Bill relating to the Circul: 
Notes. 


of Silver yen. 
n of Government 











THE ISB FIRE. 
A Bill sent up from the Lower House, appro- 
priating a sum of money for the repair of the 
Ise Shrine, recently injured by fire, was then 
taken ag a matter of urgency, and passed. 
: NEW BILLS. 

The following Bills were entrusted to Special 
Committees 

Bill empowering the Government to determine 
the commodities exportable from Special Ports 
(sent up from Lower Houee). 

Bill for amending the Law of Public Meeting 
and Political Associations, (Sent up from Lower 
Honse). 

Bill for abolishing the Special System of City 
Government. (Sent up from Lower House). 

Bill for amending the City Government System. 

QuESsTIONS. 

Marquis Ito spoke briefly with reference to 
Questions previously submitted by members on 
the subject of the Board of Audit. His Excel- 
lency explained that the Board was practically 
as independent of the Administration as the 
Judiciary, and that the only way to enable the 
‘Administration to exercise any supervision 
would be to enact a disciplinary law. A draft 
of such a law would be submitted to the Diet. 

The House rose at 3.30 p.m. 














HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
DISCIPLIN® OF THE HOUSR. 
The House of Representatives met at 1.10 
.m, 
. Attention was called by Mr, Matsuoka Choko 
to the tumultuous scene of the preceding day, 
anda hope was expressed that the President 
would hereafter exercise his authority more 
firmly. Mr. Matsuoka’s remarks did not, how- 
ever, take the form of a motion, and the House, 
which seemed disposed to behave with sobriety 
very unlike its previous mood, passed quietly to 
the Order of the Day. 
FLOATING FOREIGN LOANS. 

Mr. Tajiri, Vice-Minister of Finance, spoke 
with reference to the Bill for empowering 
the Government to adopt special procedure 
m cases where the floating of foreign loans 
became necessary. He said that War Bonds 
to the extent of some fifty million yen had 
already been sold abroad, and there seemed 
every reason to expect that further recourse 
to foreign capital would be desirable in the 
future. The Bill had special reference to 
Railway Bonds and Industrial Undertakings 
Bonds. It was not the Government’s intention 
to take any immediate steps for raising money 
abroad, The domestic market would be relied 
on as far as possible, but in the event of 
recourse to the forei matket becoming un- 
avoidable, it was advisable that the Government 
should be anthorized to adapt the conditions of 
the loan td the requirements of foreign countries. 

Mr. Suzuki Sobei said that, according to 
rumour, the Government, when making a sale 
of bonds to Messis, Samuel Samuel and 
Company last year, had promised that, for the 
space of twelve months, all further transactions 
of that nature should be entrusted to the same 
firm, Was such the case? 

The Government Delegate answered in the 
affirmative, but explained that the: promise had 
been supplemented by a provision that, in the 
event of more favourable terms being offered by 
other parties, the Treasury would not be bound 
to give the preference to Mesers. Samuel Samuel 
and Company, 








Ise, 

Mr, Ebara Soroku, on behalf of the Budget 
Committee, presented an urgency estimate ap- 
propriating « sui of 6,880 yen for repairing the 


Ike Shrine, recently injured by fire—and the 
House passed the i ¥4 oO 














STAMP TAX 
The Bill relating to the Stamp Tax was then 
handed to a Special Committee, as was also the 
Bill (sent down from the Upper House) relat- 
ing to the registration of immovable property. 
FINANCE. 

Four Bills seeking approval of disbursements 
made in the fiscal year 1896-7 were then re- 
ported on by the Budget Committee and passed. 

THE copes. 

Three Bills sent down from the Upper House 
with reference to the Revised Commercial Code 
and the Law of Trusts were handed to a Special 
Committee. 

BXPRESSION OF CONDOLENCE. 

Two Bills for amending a Law and a Notifi- 
cation were next passed, and on the motion of 
Mr. Kitajima Denshiro the House instructed 
the President to proceed to the Palace, and 
convey to the Emperor the Honse’s condolences 
in connection with the fire at the Ise Shrine, 

The House rose at 2.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE IST. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House of Peers met at 10.15 a.m. 
‘THE BOARD OF AUDIT. 

Viscount Tani said that, with reference to the 
Question submitted by him concerning the 
conduct of the President of the Board of Audit, 
it had been his intention to take other steps had 
the Government endorsed the President's action. 
But inasmuch as the Government had an- 
nounced its intention of introducing a project 
of disciplinary law for the better control of the 
Board, he concluded that the Government dis- 
approved of the conduct which had formed the 
subject of his Question, and he was therefore 
content to leave the matter there. 

NEW LAWS,- 

The following bills were then passed through 
all their readings :— 

Bill relating to Shipping Law. 


Bill rela to the Hokkaido Railway's Finan- 
cial Accou 








NRW BILLS. 

A Government Bill was then read for the 
first time, providing penalties for any violation of 
military secrets ; visiting of factories, magazines, 
arsenals, etc., without permission ; copying of 
military plans; surveying fortifications, and 
so on, The Government Delegate explained 
that, in view of the large expansion of arma 
ments, it seemed advisable to reduce all these 
matters to legal form, The Bill was handed to 
a Special Committee. 

Two Bills (sent up from the Lower House) 
for amending the Registration Tax Law, were 
then handed to Special Committees, and the 
House rose al 12 10 p.m, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House of Representatives met at 1.10 
.m. 
e TRCHNICAL BDUCATION. 

The Bill for amending the Law relating to 
subsidizing Technical Education was favorably 
reported on by the Special Committee and 
passed through all its readings. This Bill had 
been sent down from the House of Peers. Its 
principal provision is that the monetary support 
granted by the State to technical education 
shall be increased from 150 000 to 250,000 yer. 

INDUSTRIAL BANK. 

The Bill for amending the Industrial Bank 
Regulations (sent down from the House of 
Peers) was also passed with slight changes re- 
commended by the Committee. This Bill 
empowers the Bank to exercise wider discretion 
as to the management of its reserves, 

Two Bills sent down from the Upper House, 
one tor amending a part of the Bank Regula. 
i the other for rescinding the Bank Amal- 
gation Law, were handed to special Committees, 

NEW BILLS AND REPRESENTATIONS. 

A Bill for changing the boundary between 
Chiba and Ibaraki prefectures evoked some 
discussion, The Second Reading was finally 
votel, but the House refused to proceed with 


bi inte. 














A private Bill referring to the taxation of 
land which has suffered from the ravages of 
was thrown ont. 

Committee reported favourably 
on a Representation urging the necessity of 
official investigation into the salt-manufactur- 
ing industry, and the House endorsed the Re- 
presentation. (A similar Representation had 
already been adopted by the House of Peers), 

The Representation relating to certain amend- 
ments of the Railway Construction Law was 
then adopted by the House on the recommen- 
dation of the Special Committee ; but the Re- 
presentation urging that instruction on the sub- 
ject of the franchise and elections should be 
included in the Common School Text Books, 
was thrown out. 

The House rose at 5,10 p.m, 






THURSDAY, JUNE 2ND. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 

The House of Peers met at 10.15 a. 
proceeded to the Order of the Day a 
reports had been read. 

NBW LEGISLATION, 

The Bill relating to the Law of Seamen was 
passed through its second and third readings, 
with a few amendments, 

Four Bills (sent up from the Lower-House) 
embodying supplementary budgets for the fiscal 
year 1896-7 were handed to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

A private Bill for supplementing Law No. 39 
of 1897 was entrusted to a Special Committee, 
and the House rose at 11.10 a.m. 


-) and 
a few 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House of Representatives met at 1.05 
.m, 
P PETITIONS. 

Mr. Komuro asked why no report had been 
presented this ion by the Petitions Com- 
mittee, According to the Standing Orders, 
there ought to be a report from.this Committee 
once a week at least. He requested the Presi- 
dent to arrange for the presenting of such a 
report the following day. 

‘THE NEW cope. 

Mr. Ooka Ikuzo, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill em- 
bodying the remaining portions of the Revised 
Code, and recommended two slight amend- 
ments. 

Mr, Yamada Kinosuke made a long speech, 
condemning the idea that the operation of the 
Code should be hastened for the sake of Treaty 
Revision, and urging that fuller consideration 
should be given to the Sections on consanguin- 
ity and succession. e 

Mr. Nozawa supported the Bill, and Mr, 
Hiraoka opposed it on the ground that, if it-be- 
came law in its present form, it would have the 
effect of interfering with several time-honoured 
customs of Japan, 

Mr. Hatoyama Kazuo spoke a! 
in opposition to the views of Messrs, Yamada 
and Nozawa, He explained that it was out of 
the question to separate the Laws of Consan- 
guinity and Succession from the rest of the 
Code, and urged the House to pass the Bill as 
it stood. 

On the motion of Mr. Tsunematsu, the 
House voted to carry the Bill at once to its 
Second Reading. Various amendments were 
proposed but failed to find supporters. 

On proceeding to the Third Reading, Mr. 
Numuda Ugenda strongly or posed the new 
law: leging that they could not be reconciled 
with the customs of Japan, and Mr. Odake 
Kanichi moved that, in order to perpetuate the 
disgrace of members who voted for the passing 
of a whole body of laws after a debate of less 
than three hours’ dur: », a closed ballot should 
be taken, But this motion, not being endorsed 
by a sufficient number of members, was not 
carried to a division, and the House finally 
passed the Bill by an overwhelming show of 
hands. 








me length 

















OTHER MBASURES, 


The Bjihfor amending the Registration Law 
was-then, favourably) reported—by the Special 
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Committee, with certain amendments, and all 

the readings were passe 
On the motion of Mr. Tsunematsu the House 

decided to suspend its sitting at this point, and 

to take the Revised Law of Election at the com- 

mencement of the following day's session, 
The House rose at 4.50 p.m. 














7HE RIOT AT WENCHOW. 


eg 

On the 26th May the W-.C. Daily News pub- 
lished the following telegram from Ning-po :— 

‘There has heen «tice not at Wenchow and all 
the official yaméns have been wrecked. ‘The fo- 
reigners were nut molested. 

Dispatches received at Shanghai from Peking 
on May 26th state that the Emperor, acting on 
the advice of independent counsellors, has re- 
pealed the obnoxious house-tax, to which the 
riots at Amoy, Wénchow, and other places 
were partly dne, and the extra tax on opium 
which was being levied even in Shanghai. 
Another dispatch states thatthe Emperor has 
also cancelled the so-called National Loan. 
From this and other sieps we gather, says 
Shanghai contemporary, that the Emperor is 
anxious to make himself personally popular 
with his people, 

A Wahu official despatch to the local mand- 
arins reports that the ringleaders of the recent 
attempt by villagers near Wahu to plunder some 
riceboats have been summarily decapitated, 
under instructions from Viceroy Liu of Nan- 
king ; and that two of the villagers who headed 
a band of malcontents in Luchou and plundered 
ariceboat recently have also been summarily 
beheaded. 




















THE CONSULS AND THE COOLIES 
AT KOBE, 


- + 

On Tuesday afternoon, says the Chronicle, a 
depatation of the Kobe International Committee, 
formed some time ago to take steps with a view 
to safeguarding as far as possible the interests 
of this community, attended a meeting of the 
Consular Body for the purpose of drawing at- 
tention to the lawless acts of the coolies in the 
district and urging the necessity of steps being 
taken without delay to deal with the serious 
disturbances, 

The Consuls present were M, de Lucy-Fos- 
sarieu, Freuch Consul (the Doyen); Mr. J. 
Carey Hall, British Consul; Mr, Thiel, Acting 
German Consul; Mr. S. S. Lyon, U.S. Cousul ; 
Mr. T. Wassilieff, Russian Consul; and Mr. 
W.F. K. Fearon, Belgian Consul, 

‘The deputation consisied of Mr. A. H. Groom 
(Chairman of thegommittee), Dr. T. C. Thorni- 
craft, Messrs: HE. Reynell, C. N. Crosse, A. 
G. M. Weale. T. W. Hellyer, R. Young, G. J. 
Melluush, C.R. Morse, J. Sturké, J.S. Happer 
(Hon, Secretary), J. W. Crowe, and H. Pitteri. 

The Press representatives pat in.an appear- 
ance, but the Consuls regarded the meeting as 
of a private nature, it being one of the ordinary 
meetings of the Consular body, and, while they 
did not object to the reporters remaisiing, they 
objected to the publication of the proceedings, 
The press representatives thereupon withdrew, 

The Kobe papers of the same date contain 
reports of further coolie assaulls upon foreigners. 























CHILDREN'S FANCY DRESS BALL. 


oe 

The Ladies of the Committee of the above 
dance desire to express their cordial thanks to 
all who kindly assisted 10 make the Ball so 
great u success, After deducting expenses, yen 
922.50 will be handed to the Hon, Treasurer of 
Christ Church, Thanks are specially accorded 
to Mrs, H. M. Bevis, Mrs. Manley, Mrs. Court. 
ney Johnson, Dr. Hoskyn, R.N., Mr. R. 0D. 
Robison, Mr. F. S, James, Mr, Coghill Jackson, 
Mr. Melville Ellis, Mr. F. J. Hall. the Editors 














of the local journals, Mr, Sioen, of the Club] ; 


W. Hall, Messrs, Lune, Crawford 





Hotel, Mr. J 
and Co, Me: 
now and Co., Messrs. Eyton and Pratt, and 
particularly Mr, Thomas Jackson, of Hong- 











. North and Rae, Messrs, Cur-|® 


MONTHLY SUMMARY OF THE 


RELIGIOUS PRESS. 
aes SaaS 

Two months ago we epitomised an article 
contributed by Mr. Izawa Shaji to the Zaéyd on 
the status and control of Christian schools 
and the steps that should be taken by the Go- 
vernment in the direction of recognising Chiris- 
lianity as one of the religions of the country. 
The sabject is further discussed in the pages 
of the Zaiyo by the same writer, Mr. Izawa 
has devoted considerable attention to this topic 
and has arrived at definite conclusions, as will 
be seen by the résumé of his article which we 
now furnish: Up to 1884 both Buddhist and 
Shint6 priests received the title of Kyddoshoku, 
but subsequent to that what are called #42, 
Kwancho, 0: Heads of Sects, were appointed, 
and to them was entrusted the management of 
the various sects. The choice of persons to 
act as heads rests with the sects, subject in each 
cage to the approval of the Home Department. 
To these heads is left the settlement of all dis- 
putes and the preservation of ecclesiastical pro- 
perty of every kind. This property, whether 
in the form of land or buildings, is exempt 
from taxation, Disputes which cannot be set- 
tled by the Heads of Sects are referred to the 
Home Department for settlement, Now there 
should be uo dificulty whatever in applying 
this system to Christianity. The system may 
be described us self-government on the part 
of the secis under the general control of 
the State. There ought to be no delay 
in granting to Chiistianity the legal recognition 
which Buddhism and Shintdism enjoy. There 








should be no difference in the eyes of the law 
between Buddhist or Shinté temples and Chi 
tian Churches, All property belonging to reli- 
gious bodies should be treated alike by the 
State. To the sects themselves should be left 
the settling of all religious disputes, but in all 
secular affairs ecclesiastics shonld be treated 
like ordinary citizens and should be liable to be 
sued before existing courts. The present prac- 
tice of referring religions disputes to the Home 
Department for final settlement should be aban- 
doned. The sects should be encouraged to 
create among themselves high class courts, 
whose decision on all religions questions should 
be final, Az to the number of adherents requir- 
ed to constitute a sect and other qualifications 
necessary for receiving status as a separate body, 
special regulations should be drawn up. 

To come to the subject of Christian Schools, 
the Government has hitherto treated these 
schools with indifference,” As long as Chris 
tianity has no legal status the Government can 
take no notice of these institution: 
paration for the altered situation i 
carrying out of the revised treaties, investiga. 
tions respecting the character and number of 
attendants, etc., at these schools have been 
made, but since many of them enjoy extra- 
territorial privileges, the inquiry has been 
necessarily limited. There are two questions 
connected with them which call for attention, 
One concerns the real owners of mission proper- 
ty, who in many cases ure foreigners ; the other 
has to do with the character of the education 
imparted by these institutions, The following 
table gives the results of our inquiry as to this 
class of schools :: 
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These statistics show that the State can no 
longer afford to regard Christian schools with 
indifference. It will 
policy, and the question 
should be permissible to mix religious teach. 
ing with instruction on secular subjecis. It is 
my opinion that in the case of both primary 
and middle schools which profess to impart a 
general education the teaching of religion 
should be forbidden, It is certainly incon- 
sistent with the article in the constitution that 
grants perfect liberty to the subject to choose 
what religion he pleases, to allow any school 
whose qualifications for imparting a general edu- 
cation are recognised by the Mombushd to 
include the teaching of religion in its curriculum. 
If pupils are compelled to listen to religious 
teaching whether they will or no, where is the 
liberty of choice promised to all Japanese 
subjecis? The only alternative for ‘religious 
primary or middle schools is to become secular 
institutions or schools of divinity. I am no 
enemy of religion, In its own place I believe 
it to be an aid to morality, bat to make the 
reception of Christian instruction the price to 
be paid for education on secular subjects is 
not a measure that the Government can allow 
to be continued. 
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The Zaiyé hasa note on the part that festi- 
vals play in spreading religion and on the 
fondness of the Japanese for any kind of show. 
The Roman Catholics, like the Buddhists, have 
made great use of this tendency of the Japan- 
ese mind. The love of hero-worship is 60 
ong in this country that there is no difficulty 

attracting a crowd by singing the 
praises of some departed {or warrior, 
In most cases the benefit that is to be obtained 
by hero-worship, namely, imitation of the 
good qualities of the person worshipped, 
missed and the result of a big festival 
je-gratification, It ia a mere worshipping 
he form without any knowledge of the 
reality which it should symbolise. Amid all 
the other artificialities of the age, this love 
of holding of festivals, which is mistaken by 
some for religious feeling, still retams ils power 
over the Japanese mind. What is to he desired 
is that it should be utilised in a profitable 
manner, 


























. 
cary 
The 7aiyé represents Mr. Griffis, the author 
of ‘The Mikado's Empire” and other works, 
ag advocating the withdrawal of foreign missi 
aries from Japan, A German writer, whose 
name is not given, is referred to by the Zaiyd as 
recommending the same course. The title of 
the pamphlet in which this view is stated is 
Bilder aus Fapan. Mr. Kuapp is represented 
as holding ihe same opinion. This, says the 
Taiyé, is the conclusion reached by mostimpar- 
tial observers, Bigoted orthodoox missionaries 
only lead the Japanese astray and the sooner 
they leave ministerial work to be carried on by 
more enlightened men the better it will be for 
the country, The advice which the Zaiys 
gives native Christians is, “ Lose no time in 
getting rid of foreign control and influence 
altogether.” 
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The Kirisuto kyo Shimbun publishes a paper 

by President Yokoi Tokiwo entitled “The Past 

and the Foture of the Dévhisha,” which we 

teproduce in an epitomised form :—Looking 

back over the past history of the Déshisha 








extending over 20 years, we find that its deve- 


lopment has depended on two distinct forces. 
These forces worked together, ‘Ihe one con- 
sisted of the Japanese promoters of the scheme 
and their influence; the other of the Missionaries 
American Board of Missions and their influence. 
Now these two elements were essential to each 
other, Had the foreign element been wanting, 
then the school’s history would probably have 
been like that of Nakamura Kein's Déninsha 
in Taky6. On the other hand had the Japan- 
ese element been lacking the Déshisha would 
have been nothing more than an ordinary 
Mission school such as exists all over Japan, 
Ay fiysqahe;ovo elements blended harmoni- 
ously, Aut asthe schooh-grew prosperous it 
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became evident that there was discordance 
between the views of the Japanese and the 
foreigners. The Japanese wished above all 
else to make the institution succeed as an edu- 
cational agency, the foreigners aime dat 
making it a proselytising agency. The chief 
points on which there was disagreement were 
three: (1) As to who possessed the governing 
power (3 Af Shuten). (2) As to \the inter- 
pretation ot what is known as ‘' Christianity.” 
(3) As to the rank that religion should hold in 
the educational system of the Dshisha, 

(1) Now as to the supreme power, legally 
there can be no question that il rested with the 
Japanese, As the American Board gave us so 
much help we constantly consulted them before 
deciding on measures to be adopted, but by 
doing this we did not in any way renounce our 
right to have the final voice in all decisions. 
This fact became evidentin 1883. In February 
of that year Messrs. Niijima and Yamamoto 
chosé 3 other trustees and the 5 trustees 
together drew up an agreem-nt (Kiyaku) con- 
sisting of 4 articles. In 1886 Mr. Niijima 
brought forward his scheme for the founding of 
a Déshisha University, and in 1888 money was 
collected for the purpose, Japanese sympathisers 
subscribing largely. At that time it was that 
members of the Déshisha drew up the set of 
rules which have been in force ever since. 

(2) In the year 1876, on the occasion of 
certain young Christians from Kumamoto con- 
necting themselves with the Doshisha, Mr, 
Niijima was asked in wiiting whether religious 
thonght im the ranks of the Doshisha was free 
or whether the institution was to be regarded 
as representing the views of a special sect of 
Christendom. To this Mr. Niijima replied, 
in writing, in the most unequivocal manuer, 
that the Déshisha was nota sectarian establish- 
ment, and on this understanding the batch of 
Kumamoto Christians joined the movement. 
At that time the Missionaries of the Board con- 
nected with the Déshisha treated the young men 
in question with great liberality. When, then, in 
the year 1895 the American Board demanded 
that the Déshisha should declare ils acceptance 
of certain articles of faith and the Ddshisha re- 
solutely refused to do so, it was only acting on 
the principle that had guided it all along. 

(3) On the question of what amount of re- 
ligion and what kind of religious teaching should 
be allowed in the schools there was great differ- 
ence of opinion between the foreign professors 
and the Japanese. The foreigners were anxious 
to keep up the forms of Christianity, the Japan 
ese only cared about the spirit that lies beneath 
the outward symbols, and were in favour of allow- 
ing great liberty in the matter of forms, Butin 
cases where certain stale regulations had to be 
considered, the Missionaries conceded a great 
deal. For instance, they did not object to the ex. 
clusion of Biblical instruction from the curri- 
culum of the Ordinary Middle Schools estab- 
lished by the Déshisha. Now, to come to the 
subject which has caused so much excitement, 
the exemption of the Dd:hisha students from 
liability to conscription during their years of 
study, this privilege was first asked for in 1888. 
Ten years elapsed before the permission was 
granted, In the meanume other institutions 
not otherwise circumstanced than the Déshisha 
were allowed the benefit of theexemption, The 
reason of the delay in our case was, not that we 
were different from other schools, but that the 
Mombushé put a meaning into our rules which 
they did not bear. In order to  satisly the 
Mombush6 the wording had to be changed. It 
is quite evident that it wasa matter of great 
importance to us whether we enjoyed'the ex- 
emption from military service that had been 
granted to similar institutions or not, and so 
the meeting of Trustees held in February 
decided that the rule to which the Department 
objected should be altered. But since the 
eradication of the element represented by the 
foreign Christian missionaries bithero connect- 
ed with the institution would be unfair when 
the history of its founding and development be 
considered, we propose to retain this element 


in a separate school of Divinity to 
ed with the Sociely jtle, objesy A this (ad 


























will be the training of Evangelists and the in- 
vestigation of Christianity. In the conduct of 
this School of Divinity there is no reason why 
we should subject ourselves to the regulations 
which control ordinary Middle Schools and 
High Schools. 


* 
x ® 


The Tenchijin publishes some comments of 
Count Okuma on the Déshisha episode which 
are worth transcribi There is no doubt, the 
Count is represented as saying, that Mr, Yokoi 
and: his fellow-thinkers were not actuated by 
bad motives in deciding on the course they 
have followed. But their action is out of 
all proportion to the requirements of the case. 
For the sake of some minor alteration, builders 
do not remove the main support of a house. 
What has taken place cannot be regarded in 
any other light than as an indication of national 
character. There are persons professing re- 
ligion whose want of steadfastness of purpose 
and moral strength is astonishing. There are 
Christians whose dealings with foreigners seem 
to be based on the principle of that Japanese 
saying, fabi no haji wa kaki sutenisu. It litle 
matters how a man disgraces himself on a 
journey. He leaves itall bebind him when he 
returns to his friends, There are men whose 
transactions with foreigners are not merely a 
breach of religious principles, but a violation 
of the simplest canons of morality, and yet these 
acts are committed with the greatest com- 
placency. The action of the Déshisha is to be 
reckoned in this category, It iy an undoubted 
breach of contract aud a cruel business in the 
bargain, considering that the men who have 
been driven from the Institution had left homes 
thousands of miles away in order to serve the 
Déshisha. The atrocities at Port Arthur, the 
murder of the Korean Queen, the misgovern- 
ment in Formosa, and now this Déshisha affair 
are not only casting doubt upon the genuineness 
of Japanese Christianity, but, what is more 
serious, are creating a bad impression as to our 
national character (kokumin hinkaku), and this 
at a time when we are on the very verge of 
mixed residence, 








Pe! . 

Dr. Inouye Yenry6 a short time ago read a 
paper before the T6ydtetsugaku Kai on the 
policy to be adopted by the Japanese Govern. 
ment in reference to Christianity when the 
revised treaties come into force—a subject that 
is attracting a good deal of attention at the 
present time. Dr. Inouye agrees with Mr. 
Izawa thinking that the settlement of this 
question can no longer he postponed. The 
article of the Constitution referring to reli- 
gion will have to be interpreted in a fixed 
and intelligible manner. In what sense are 
the words Kokka no Annei wo samatage- 
saru kagiri to be understood? ‘I'o what “ dis- 
turbance of the public peace” do these words 
refer? History records numerous instances 
of religious disputes that have led to violence 
and even bloodshed, and when this has 
occmred the State has had to interfere, In 
Western countries religions are either establish 
ed or acknowledged. It would no doubt be 
better for Japan to have one religion only, butas 
this cannot be, in order to avoid trouble, the 
State will have to regulate the introduction of 
foreign forms of faith. ‘There are forms of 
Christianity which require « certain amount of 
allegiance to foreign rulers. Roman Catholics 
ate subject to the Pope of Rome and the Em- 
peror of Rassia is the Head of the Greek Church, 
In these cases religions allegiance and political 
allegiance cannot well be separated, and hence 
there is a danger that Christians belonging to 
these bodies may not act loyally to their own 
Government, There are, too, a large number 
of Christians who are dependent on foreign 
money for support. The above forms of faith 
we do not think should be considered Zi 
Koninkyo (Publicly Acknowledged Religions). 
Certain conditions of State recognition should 
be reqaired. There are forms of teligion which, 
though they may not involve their converts in 




















character, and hence whose propagation and 
success in this country might lead to trouble at 
a later date. We think then that the policy of 
granting full liberty for the propagation of any 
and every form of faith is a mistaken policy, 
concludes Mr, Inoue Yenry6. 


ane 

On April 8th the Kumiai Churches held their 
Thirteenth Annual Meeting. The subject of 
the action of the Déshisha trustees was discus- 
sed and a resolution passed condemning that 
action as lawless, Seven delegates of the 
Churches were chosen to confer with the Trus- 
tees and to urge them to restore the cancelled 
rules. 

On April gth the Kirisuto Dendé Kaisha held 
its zoth Anniversary Meeting in the Hall of the 
Young Men's Association. The Fukuin Shimpo, 
referring to the progress of the Society, says 
that it began 20 years ago with an income of 
120 yen, but that now it collects 3,000 ven per 
annum. Up to 2 or 3 years ago it received 
support from the American Board, but now it 
is entirely independent. Though Christianity 
in this country has much that is defective, yet 
when its position now be compared with what 
it was 20 years ago there is much room for en- 
couragement, 
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A long and well-written article appears in 
the Shin Seiki {rom the pen of the editor, Mr. 
Kosaki Hiromichi, entitled Wihon Ketrisutokyo 
hai ni okeru Shingatu-shisd no Hensen, 
“Changes in the Theological Views of Japan. 
ese Chiistians.” We have for a long time been 
of opinion that few missionaries have any con- 
ception of the extent to which rationalism bh: 
made inroads on the territory of orthodox 
Christendom. Mr. Kosaki is a well known 
writer and may be implicitly trusted to tell us 
what has really happened. The following is 
the gist of Mr. Kosaki’s article :—There is no 
denying that the theological notions entertained 
by Japanese are minutely connected 
Christian life and that lack of Chri: 
in many cases to be traced to an entire change 
of belief as to the real nature of Christianity, 

accounting for the revolution in thought that 
has taken place, the first factor that calls for 
notice is the publication of Mr, Kanamori Ts 
rin’s Treatise in 1891, entitled Nikon geakon 
no Kirisutokyé narabi ni Shirai no Kirisuto- 
kys. “The Japanese Christianity of the 
Present and the Christianity of the Future.” 
This book stripped Christianity of its super- 
naturalism, It denied miracles, denied the 
Divinity of Christ, aud the atonement. Before 
the date of the appearance of this decla 
there were doubtless membegg of the Christian 
Church who held these views," but most of 
them had not the courage of their convictions 
and were not equal to the task of preparing 
such a clear enunciation of the new tenets 
as Mr. Kanamori’s essay contains, The book 
called forth replies, and among those who 
traversed Mr. Kanamori’s views was Mr. Yokoi 
Tokiwo, who three years later championed much 
more extreme views than those defended by Mr, 
Kanamori, Mr, Yokoi’s Waga Kuné no Kirt. 
sulokyd Mondaé cut away all the dogmatic doc- 
trinal foundation of Christianity and reduced 
the creed toa system of ethics. The reason 
that these attacks on the orthodox faith pro- 
duced so wide-spread an effect was that theo- 
logical notions entertained by the majority of 
Japanese Christians were of the vaguest kind, 
Intellectually their faith had no foundation, and 
hence it was easily overthrown, The orthodox 
belief as received and understood by the mass 
of Japanese Christians was bound to be under- 
mined by science and criticism, The missions 
that figured in the application of the undermin- 
ing process were the German Protestants and 
the Unitarians. The former commenced work 
in Japan in 1885, Their organ, the Shénri, was 
started in 1890. The Unitarians commenced 
work here in 1889, and their magazine, the 
Shitkyd, was started in 1891, 

The national movement of which so much has 
been heard of late has all been in favour of 
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placed on it by toreign creeds and formularies, 
and hence has incidentally helped the cause of 
free thought, In my opinion it is qnite natural 
that the types of theology found in various 
countries should differ, that theology should be 
moulded to’ a certain extent so as to suil 
national customs and peculiar . But what 
Tregret is that in Japan hitherto it has been all 
destruction and liule or no construction. The 
free thought teaching has undoubtedly weaken- 
ed the faith and cooled the zeal of a large num- 
ber of professing Christians. The self-assertion 
of the rationalists has made itself felt m all 
directions, in some cases resulling in the extine- 
tion of all Christian belief. In some quarters 
orthodox teaching is not even tolerated. To 
give an example, in 1888 I was one of those 
who expounded Christianity at the Déshisha 
Summer School. When I taught that the Bible 
was inspired 1 was informed that such a doc- 
trine robbed the Bible of its glory (Bible no 
kd wo otoshi) and destroyed the foundation of 
faith. My discourse on this subject was omitt- 
ed from the record of the Proceedings of the 
school. Mr. Kanamori was in opposition to 
my views on this topic. 













ve deprecated 
investigation in this line, is quite plain 
that faith which rests on no definite theological 
ideas cannot thrive for any length of time, I 
ama believer in progressive theology, in such 
teaching as is represented by the American 
Andover Review, where Professor Ladd has of 
late been ventilating his views. From very 
early times I was never a strong believer in the 
infallibility of the Bible. Hence when that 
doctrine was shown to be no longer tenable, my 
belief in Christianity was not seriously affected 
thereby, Though I sympathise with those who 
show the irrationality of some parts of the old 
orthodox creed, I differ from the free-thinking 
party in the Christian-Church in that [ still 
retain my faith in the personality of God, in a 
special revelation, in the Divinity of Christ, and 
the reality, of His salvation. In teaching 1 
follow the lead of the progressive theologians, 
believing that in both ethics and religio 
process of evolution is ever at work, My faith, 
my Christian consciousness, is at the root of 
my theology. Modern Christians may be divid- 
ed into two parties, the Pro.Gospel party and 
the Anti-Gospel party : the Shinseiki is the or- 
gan of the former, the new Rikugé Zasshi that 
of the latter. 
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In addition to the above the Shirise#di has 
@ goodly array of articles. Under the able 
editorship of Mr. Kosaki the magazine may be 
relied on to maintain a high level among or- 
thodox Christian journals of the liberal type. 

** % 

In addition to an article on “ Easter,” by the 
Rev. E. Schiller; an article on ‘History and 
Tradition concerning the life of Buddha,” by 
Dr. Christlieb; and an article an the “ Tabingen 
School and the New Testament Criticism of 
“by Professor Holtzmann, the Rev. H. 
has an essay on “The influence of 
Christianity in Japan atthe present time,” of 
which we furnish a short summary :—In out- 
ward appearance it cannot be said that Chri- 
ity makes a great show in Japan, What 
stately buildings there are to attract the eye 
were erected with foreign money and hence 
Teflect no credit on Japanese Christians. The 
number of Christians throughout the country is 
comparatively small. When we come to con- 
sider inner Christian life and belief there is 
wide discrepancy between Christians belonging 
to one sect and those belonging to another. 
Just as water takes the shape of the vessel that 
contains it, so do those Christians who belong 
to the varions partics assume a specific 
character that is in some respects unlike that 
of their fellows. What is desirable is that our 
Japanese Cluistianity should be blended with 
original native virtues, such as loyalty and 
filial piety, and that our theological notions as 
Christians should be harmoni with those 
conceptions of Godhead phidh Og 
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from our ancestors, In 
Christianity has received a great 

from its association with an. If 
so associated in this country, it 
doubt make more rapid progress than 
it does; for the Japanese has an innate 
love of the artistic. One of the conditions of 
the success of Christianity in this country is its 
thorough nationalisation In all important re- 
spects it must accord with Japanese prevailing 
sentiment, But unfortunately this truth is not 
generally realised and forms of worship that are 
essentially foreign are constantly adhered to. 
The hymns in ase in churches are mostly literal 
translations of fore hymns and the singing 
of them is accompanied by organ music that is 
strange and unattractive to Japanese ears, A 
few years agothe Fukuin Shimpoé, in order to 
interest’ its readers in the bith of Christ, 
represented him as born in a Japanese house 
surrounded by the familiar subjects to be seen 
in our homes. The picture was a success. 
People became interested in the event to which 
it was desired to call attention. Of the power 
of a thoroughly assimilated and nationalised 
Christianity few people have any conception. 

















,| There is too much appealing to the intellect and 


too little appealing to th 
consciousness of Christ 


feelings and the inner 
nity to-day. 








Fae! 

The Seikys Shimps (Greek Church) says 
some very severe things about a certain class 
of evangetists of the writer's acqaintance. 
Unsuitable evangelists he divides into 3 
classes. (1) Pan-dendosha (Bread Evangelists) 
(2) Koskitake-dendisha (Seat-evangelists). (3) 
Manchaku-dendosha (Evangelists that are Im- 
porters). No. 1 class preach the gospel for 
the sake of a living. They are not men of 
sufficient education, industry and morality to 
get a living in any other way. They begin by 
Decoming hangers-on at xome mission, go 
throngh all the forms of religion scrupulously 
and are sent forth as gospel messengers to 
preach to their fellow-countrymen. When in 
their cups now and again, they may be heard to 
say in a mandlin fashion that “they have 
sacrificed themselves to the canse of Christian. 
ity,” but in reality there has been no sacrifice 
of any kind. 

(2) This class use Christianity as a traveller 
uses a wayside bench. When out of employ- 
ment, in order to make a little money they take 
to preaching, only to relinquish it when they 
find more lucrative employment. 

(3) There are a large number of evangelists 
who are absolute deceivers of the public, their 
only object being to report to their employers 
a large number of baptisms, they lower the 
Christian standard to suit the applicants and 
thus swell the roll of members. 

The number of Greek Christians to day is 
put down at 23,500, says the Seki Shimpa 
We have our doubis as to whether one third of 
this number are real Christians? 

















ane 

The Fus-ifsu, the organ of the Shint6 Jik- 
k6-ha, has an interesting comparison of the life 
of Socrates with that of Kakugy6, the founder of 
the Jikkd-ha or “ Practical Virtue party.” 
Without resorting to any of the popular methods 
of founding a sect or a party, these two men 
created an impression inthe world that has last- 
ed till to-day. There is nothing to be compared 
to strength of character, Away in his lonely 
cave on the side of Fuji Kakugy6 lified up his 
head in prayer to the gods for the whole of 
Japan, and when Ieyasu, appropriating the ans- 
wer to that prayer to himself as the one who 
had given to Japan universal peace, sought to 
make some return to Kakugyo for the benefit 
he had conferred upon his (the Shdgan’s) 
house, the old man spurned the proferred gilt 
with the words, ‘It was not for the house of 
Tokugawa, but for the whole of Japan that 
I prayed.” Kakugy6 never married, not from 
any Buddhist scruples as to the propriety of a 
hermit entangling himself with worldly affairs, 
but bec: he said he was too much engaged 
with natural concerns to find time for household 
lieu’ The lile that a man of this kind actually 
lies: says the Puitésu, is iphialely more power: 














tul than any book he could write. Kakugyd 
simply lived a life of viriue, the writing of moral 
treatises he left to men of less moral calibre, 
ete 
The total number of Buddhist priests in 
Toky6 is said to be 1,287, Among these 307 
reside in the Asakusa district, 196 in Shiba, 
and 151 inShitaya, The other districts are com- 
ly poorly supplied, Nihonbashi with only 
nachi, 3,and Kanda not even T. 
ed according to sects, the JGdoshi leads the 
way with 377 temples, followed by the Shinshd, 
with 252, and the Nichiren with 203. The 
smallest sect is the Jishii (IR 33g), which has 
3 temples. 
















FAPANESE FAC1 * AND COMMENTS. 

The Tokyo Shimbun organ of the Liberals, 
says :—Even a man of great abilily can do no- 
thing without sufficient capital, There are 
many excellent enterprises now to attend to; 
there are many eminent personages worthy of 
credit ; but there is no money to start with. Sieps 
must be taken to impart a new stimulant in the 
shape of foreign capital, the introduction of 
which is absolutely indispensable. Any anxiety 
on the ground of indastial mania need scarcely 
be entertained. 





‘s eonek 

The Fomiuri opposes the above views. Itis 
neither in favour of a voting for single candi- 
dates uor does it wholly approve the system 
advocated by the Tokyo Shimbun. It favours, 
however, the latter form with certain restric- 
tions, The system of voting for conjoint 
names, adopted in France some ten years 
ago, has threatened to overthrow the Republic. 
The safest way would be to impo: trictions 
upon the number of names to be placed on 
voting papers. Supposing the number of 
candidates in a single electoral district to be 
ten, then each elector should be allowed to vote 
for only three or five of them. 





The Nippon laughs at the Vomiuri as a 
bigoted promoter of an Anglo-Japanese alliance, 
The latter recently remarked on Russia’s pro- 
ject of constructing an eastern squadron of 
360,000 tons and amassing a fund of 360 
million roubles, measures which it regarded as 
certainly destined to increase the sources of 
danger in the Orient. An Anglo-Japanese 


alliance could alone frustrate these plans. On 
this the Mippon replies that the Anglo- 
Japanese convention with regard to Wei- 


hai-wei is simply a convention between thetwo 
Governments; an alliance suchas desired by the 
Fomturiis an alliance between the two empires. 
For an alliance of this kind not only must the 
policy of the respective Governments be iden- 
tical, but there must also be unity of public 
opinion in the two countries. And this the 
Nippon evidently does uot believe to be the case, 


The Fifi remarks that no money market is 
so constantly liable |o fluctuations as that of 
London, It was supposed at the conclusion of 
the financial year in April that there might 
be a slackening in the lightness of the 
matket, But, the Bank of England having 
a heavy call for specie in consequence .of the 
tightening of the money marketin New York, 
resulting from the Hispano- American war, the 
rate of discount was taised to 4 per cent. It is 
difficult to predict the future state of the market, 
but unless serious emergencies occur, the 
demand for money should, immediately after 
the close of the wat, inevitably dectease, the 
result being the import of specie into London 
and the consequent relaxation of the market. 
At that time the sale of Japanese bonds might 
be undertaken with great facility, and as the 
Government appears to be inclined to present 
a bill for revising the Public Bonds Regula- 
tions with a view to taking advantage of the 
unique opportunity, the Diet should give its 
approval without opposition, 





As a result of the concession made in the 
matter of taxation al the time of negotiations 
i,j Migey to.commercial stipulations between 
Japa Chi for the exclusive use of 
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Japanese settlements was allotted in Tirntsin, 
Shanghai, Hankow, and Amoy, Subsequently 
fresh negotiations wete opened, and in De- 
cember last year Mr. Yano, the Minister to 
China, approached the Tsung-!i Yamén on the 
subject of the Tientsin concession, It was 
arranged that the affair should be settled between 
the Japanese Consul and the Tientsin Taotai 
as chief commissioners, and an understanding, 
says the Zokyo Asahi, was finally arrived at on 
the roth instant, when the Japanese settlement 
was defined to include territory along the upper 
part of the Peiho on the north of the French 
settlement. The territories along the Peihu con- 
stitute the German, English, and French settle- 
ments, while the Japanese settlement occupies 
tract of land far up the stream. Japan had 
originally demanded a setilement between the 
French settlement and the Tientsin Arsenal. 











With regard to the proposed revision in the 
Law of Elections, the Zokyo Shimbun, appar- 
ently representing the views of the Liberal party, 
of which it is the organ, says the scheme for 
revision is endorsed both by Government and 
people, the chief difference of opinion being 
whether the voting paper shall contain the name 
of one candidate only or the names of all the 
jates, and whether the voter shall sign his 
name or not, Our contemporary advocates, ip 
most emphatic terms, the plan of putting all 
the names of candidates on the paper, but ex- 
cluding the signature of the voter, The ad- 
vantage of constitutional government can in no 
way be realized except through the operation 
of party Cabinets. Voting for single candidates 
has an obnoxious tendency in the formation of 
local cliques, A district or village headman 
or # mill-owner though ill-qualified for a Parlia- 
mentary career, may nevertheless come upon the 
scene with good prospects of success. Bribery 
may become rife. It would be far better to 
secure the election a! eminent men in a large 
electoral district than to hinder the constitu- 
tional machinery by the choice of local person- 
ages of no great ability. 

















‘The tea market, says the Michi Nichi, has 
improved considerably of late on account 
of favourable telegrams from abroad. Ship- 
ments of leaf already made eppear to have 
proved exceedingly successful. The foreign 
firms in Yokohama, which for a time almost 
suspended their purchases in consequence of 
the extravagant demands of sellers, are resnm- 
ing operations with vigour, and as much as 
338,900 calties changed hands in a single day. 
On the whole, teas below 30 yen quality are 
steadily rising while those above 35 yen are 
falling. Leaf quoted at from 27 to 32 yen has 
risen by 50 sen to 1 yen, Below are the com- 
parative figures for the two years :— 














May 27, 1898 May 27, 1857 
attics, tatties 
338,900 406,900 
e 
+ 7,840,200 7.864.900 
300,000 272,400 
795,600 836,400 
Maximum pe 160 yen 65 yen 
Minimum price 23 4. 19 4 








The Mippon devotes a long article to the 
discussion of questions connected with foreign 
diplomacy, post be'lum undertakings, and in- 
creased taxation, The arguments elaborated 
by our contemporary may de summarized as 
follows :—The reputation that Japan has acquir 
ed at an immense sacrifice of lives and property 
ix fast fading in connection with the Liaotung 
affair. The only consolation which the people 
could find in the midst of humiliations lay in 
the Imperial Euict signed by the Ministers of 
State, in wi it was announced that post- 
bellum measures should be undertaken suf- 
ficiently effective to meet any conjuncture pre- 
judicial to the peace of the Far East, The 
same Ministers now grasp the reins of govern- 
ment, and have the responsibility of carrying 
ont the foreign policy and the financial pro- 
gramme which they formulated but three years 
ago. They appear to have becom: erent 
persons, They havering Red roe Gi 


berment of China without making aly-obyec> 


















tion whatever. They have forsaken their posi- 
bellum project, pretending that a change of 
circumstances necessitates a corresponding 
change in financial schemes, The original 
programme has been lost sight of. In order 
to conceal this serious bungling on the part 
of the Government, a scheme for increased 
taxation is now submitted to the Diet 
But the Imperial Edict connected with the 
tetrocession of Liaotung justifies opposition 
to the Govermment’s procedure in regard 
to increased taxation. In financial as well as 
in diplomatic policy the Government proves 
itself temporising. The Diet, the Néppon adds, 
ought to oppose this policy to the utmost, Our 
(Fapan Mail's) waders know, of course, that 
the Government has not changed the post-bel- 
Jum programme al all, and that the project of 
increased taxes has nothing to do with that 
programme. 





The progress of reclamation in Hokkaido 
is indeed surprising. A delegate lately ar- 
tived in the capital with a petition to be pre: 
sented to the Government for a grant of 60 
million yen in all as continuing expenses for 
ten years, this sum to be entirely appropriated 
for water works, construction of roads, aque- 
due s, bridges, aud embankments. The request 
isto be submitted to the Diet for discussion, 
The Governor of Hokkaido seems to maintain 
that the whole work under contemplation can 
be completed with 50 millions instead of 60, as 
originally estimated. The number of immi- 
grants to the North duting last year totalled 
48,573. of whom the largest contingent—g,138 








<fixed their above in the jurisdiction of the | 


Hakodate Branch of the Hokkaido Ullice, while 
the sinallest, 133, settled in Sanashiro, The 
following ate the comparative figures for im- 
migrants during the past five years:—1892, 
42,708; 1893, 49,047; 1894, 55.259; 18y5, 
99.671; 1896, 50,396; 1897, 48,573. From 
these figures it will be seem (hat the number of 
emigrants in 1897 decreased by 3,000, as com- 
pared with the average of the preceeding five 
years, and by 2,000 as compared with 1896, 
No elaborate investigation has yet been made, 
either by Government or private individuals as 
to the cause of this decrease. But it is suppos- 
ed that the rate of immigration must have dimi- 
nished for a while in tonsequence of the regu 
lations for allotting laud being altered so as to 
prevent the influx of unsuitable immigrants, 
Now that the high, but vain, hopes entertained 
by the people atter the war are gradually vanish. 
ing with the steady appreciation of commodities, 
the ratio of smmigration may be expected to 
ase considerably this year and next, A 
is on foot to reserve # portion af the 
agricultural produce asa fund for maintaining 
the new immigrants, who have hitherta been 
obliged to support themselves with their own 
resources wutil the fruits of their labour fall due. 





A representative of the Zokyo Asahi recently 
waited upon Count Okuma to obtan the latter's 
views regarding the scheme for increased taxa. 
tion. The Count is said to have made the foliow- 
1g observations :—The recent introduction into 
the Diet of a measure for increased taxation can 
not be regarded asa step free from censure or 
criticism. Under whatever pressure of circum. 
stances Count Inouye may have heen induced 
to present the Bul, it will only have the effect of 
exasperating the members, and bringing serious 
censure upon the Government. ‘The proposal 
ought to be opposed in every way, The price 
of rice has indeed trebled since the time when 
the system of taxation was revised, and it is 
argued from these premises that the increase 
of taxes on land is not likely to be an additional 
burden, Bat other taxes have considerably in- 
creased in proportion tothe development of local 
administration ; and the total is augmented year 
by year, The house tax, from which fands for 
local administration are chiefly derived, is scar 
cely sufficient to meet the expansion ot the admi- 
nistrative machinery of the prefectures. Besides, 
natural calamities occur annnally ; and educa- 
tion for more money, tor many children of 











expenditure, therefore, is likely to steadily in- 
crease, With regard to the disbursement of 
ptison expenses from the Treasury I see no 
reason fur objection; but I am_ strongly 
Opposed to the increased redemption of public 
bonds, Japan is rather under the necessity of 
raising a large amount of loans tha position 
to redeem the bonds she had already issued, 
A loan of 500 million yen should be raised ; 
it is absolutely necessary for the adjusiment of 
public bonds. Japanese bonds bear over five 
per cent interest, but it is hardly necessary to 
pay such a high rate of interest if the loan is 
raised abroad, ‘The rate might be 3.5. per 
cent. Should there be any difficulty in raising 
the loan at that rate, the 100 yer bond might be 
sold at 95 yer, and if this discount proves still 
insufficient, it might be reduced to go yen. 
This extreme reduction, however, would not 
cause the interest to exceed 4.5 percent. If 
bonds are redeemed with loans beaing only 
4.5 per cent, a profit of 0.5 per cemt may atill 
be secured to the Government, No culty 
exists in relation to financial matters; the 
dificulty lies really in forming a substantial 
cabinet. 


























KORBAN AFFAIRS. 
see 

Korean sympathizers have subscribed $400 
towards the Sports fund of the Government 
schools. —- 

The members of the Independence Club and 
their friends have raised some $900 for the 
relief of the Korean students in Japan. 








The mausoleum of the late Empress was so 
badly *scamped,” that it has become necessary 
to rebuild it, All concerned in the scandal 
are to be punished, some with imprisonment 
and fines, others with banishment, 


The Russian Secretary of Legation at Séul, 
M. Paul de Kehrberg, bas been dispatched to 
Wonsan to enquire into the deaths of two 
Koreans who are alleged to have been murdered 
by a Russian military officer. 


Thisty-two dollars have been solemuly appro- 
priated by the Korean Council of State where- 
with to “rig out” in new uniforms the chair 
coolies of the Emperor. Evidently the Privy 
Purse is not allowed to keep a petty casi 
account, 





The Korean Zndependent will continue to ap- 
pear. Dr. Philip Jaisobu, its originator, on the 
eve of his departure for the United States, 
has turned over the affair to the ‘ Independent 
Newspaper Company,” of which he is a 
member and iv which he retains an interest, 
The Company will print the paper in English 
and Korean, and carry it on as heretolore. 
The new editor is Mr. TH, Yun, He is 
said to be well-known among both foreigners 
and Koreans, was educated in America, travel- 
led in Europe, has held high official positions 
in the Korean government, and speaks, in addi- 
tion to his own language, English, Japanese, 
Chinese, and Fiench. 











According to an official report received from 
the Chief of Police at Chemulpo by the Korean 
Home Department, the recent row between a 
number of Japanese sailors and Koreans began 
from a very insignificant cause. It appears that 
about seven Japanese sailors were drinking in 
a wine shop. Attracted by their boisterous 
noise a young Korean went to see what was the 
maiter. Upon this one of the drunken sailors 
pushed the Korean violently and he fell to the 
ground, This provoked a general fray between 
the Japanese and Koreans, during which the 
sailors made rather tree use of their cutlasses. 
The affair resulted in seven Koreans (some 
women among them) being fatally wounded, 
Thirteen were slightly injured. Three Korean 
huts were demolished by the Japanese, 


The new editor of the Korean Independent is 
modesty iclmaheregqurse of his opening * con- 
subs. 
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made me to consent (to take over the editor- 
ship). This is the extent of ‘the very head 
and front of my offending’ in the matter. 
* Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.’ It 
may be so; but 1 am not sure of that, for the 
simple reason that I have never worn a crown 
nor likely to, Bat for onght I know now, I 
can say without any shadow of doubt, that a 
crown would be a softer pillow to me than six 
editorials in Korean and English—proof read- 
ing to boot—in a week. Hard or easy I have 
to do it until an able hand shall take thé paper 
to the satisfaction of all, especially of myself. 
In the meanwhile I shall endeavour to keep 
up, if not the standard, at least the principles 
of the journal, avoiding partiality and devoting 
as much space as possible to Korean news, 
remembering that it is for things Korean and 
that alone, that most of our foreign readers turn 
to the Independent. 

The following paragraphs, taken from the 
Independent, explain some recent Ministerial 
changes in Séul :— 


Last Friday when His Majesty and the 
own Prince were calling at the Imperial 
cestral temple, the War Office issued a 





special order to the troops not to let any one 
pass or cross the streets where the Imperial 
procession was passing, The spectators were 
very roughly handled by the soldiers and many 
people were hurt with the butts of the gu 
which the solders carried, Alter His Majesty’ 
chair entered the main entrance of the temple, the 
guard closed the gate before the Crown Prince, 
the Prince was stopped there for a few sec 
before he was able to enter the front gate, 
‘cown Prince was very indigns 
of the guard and immediately complained to 
his Imperial father. His Majesty ordered the 
Minister of War to be dismissed and the cap 
shed, Ex-Minister 
of War Ve Jongkeun has been appointed acting 
Minister of War. 


Three days later :— 





















Our readers may remember that, when His 
Majesty and the Crown Prince were visiting the 
Imperial Ancestral Temple two weeks ago, the 
Prince was siopped for a few seconds at the gate 
Ly the Imperial Guard, and that several officers 
of the Guard were consequently handed over to 
proper authorities for investigation and punish 
meut. The Minister of War, Min Yongki, who 
was dismissed on the spot, was soon se-appointed 
to the post. The Commander of the Battalion, 
Kim Chainn, and Vi Sukhun, Commander of the 
Corps, were, a few days ago, pardoned. Two 
officers of lower ranks only, so far as we know, 
were made sort of scapegoats for the sins of their 
superior. No wonder Koreans worship influence. 











The Independent thus describes the funeral 
procession of Prince and Princess ‘Tai Won 


From early hours, on the 5th instant, the m 
stieetsof Séul were ciowded with people, Awong 
them was noliced alarge number of country dames 
going about in group, with their veils folded and 
tied on the heads. It appears they tealized that 
their advanced age made it quite unnecessary to 
“blush unseen,” (if they ever blush) undee a piece 
of green sill, At any tate, we were glad to 
see these folks enjoy themselves “doing? Séul 
with ils wonders they wever saw before, among 
which we may suggest the tall I-gation buildings, 
Japanese monkey shows, Chinese jugglers, and 
Koreans on bicycles. 

But primarily it was none of these novel sights 
that people came to see from the surrounding vil- 
lages. [twas the funeral procession of T. R. H 
the Prince Tai Won and the Princess Yeu H 
that attracted so large a crowd of spectators. 
Starting from the Oon-Hyen Palace, the old resi 
dence of the Prince and Princess, the procession 
began to move at 6 p.m. It was preceded by three 
pairs of maskers on ponies to scare away evil 
pirits, This was followed by sacrificial furniture 
nd utensils, Two chairs supposed to contain the 
spirits of the departed came next, borne by ten 
men each, escorted by a large number of palace 
guards and of policemen. Two more chairs cart y- 
ing the personal belongings of the dead followed. 
A small portable sluine painted black, and 
richly carved, was the next in program, carry. 
gz the wooden ‘tablets for the Prince and 
Princess 10 be hereafter worshipped as the re- 
















































united cn horses, surroun- 
ded by a sot of moving tent to keep the fair 
cavalcade fiom the gaze of the multiude, 
Four hundred or more sueamers on which were 
written the eulogies composed for the. occasion 
was a sight in itself, Two empty catafalques, borne 
by thirty n ach, was lollowed by two pairs of 
“Cloud fans” so called, a pawof ling banners of 
crimson sille blazing forth: in letters of gold the 
aud ol the 
A big umbrella of green silk preceded 
portant item of the p 

two real catafalques conta 

the august dead escorted by mourners, offic 
government, and et cetera, 

All the wards and trade guilds in the city and 
ity suburbs, ay well as the monks from different 
temples, sent delegations to attend the procession, 
They all carried lanterns, ved or white, aud, when 
lit, the illumination added brilliancy aud gayuess 
to the otherwise solemn scene, 

The interment took place at 2 p.m. on the 16th 
itst, with elaborate ceremonies. All the expenses 
connected with the funeral obsequies were borne 


by His Majesty. 


closely veiled and 












high-sounding titles ef the Prince 
Princess. 




















CHINESE NEWS, 





ap 

Mr. Islay F. Drysdale writes to the Shanghai 
papers denying emphatically that he has nad 
any trouble at his coal-fields near Wuhu. 


General Sung, formerly Commandant at Port 
Arthur, and now encamped with his troops at 
Newchwang, intends to fortify the port by erect- 
ing two modern forts there armed with rifled 
guns of large calibre. On the landward side 
are to be fortified encampments garrisoned ty 
troops who number at present nearly 20,000 
men, The sanction of the Throne has been 
asked by General Sung. 











From the W.C. Datly News we learn that 
an Englishman named Nicoll (?) in charge of 
the artillery forces in the Chinkiang forts hes 
been recommended to the Viceroy Liu for 
memorialisation to the Throne for the decora- 
tion of the 4th class of the Double Dragon, 
owing to the former’s “valuable instructions, 
energy, and ability.” Strange to say Mr. 
Nicoll’s warmost friend and strongest supporter 
is General Ch'én, commanding the Hunanese 
Brigade at Chinkiang and a Hunanese himselt. 


A Hangchow dispatch to the Daily Chinese 
Progress—published in Shanghai—repoits that 
Governor Liao of Chékiang has arranged, 
through the assistance of the Japanese Consul 
of that city, to send a number of students to 


“|Japan to study Western sciences and military 


tactics.in the Japanese Government institutions, 
Four of each class have already been selected 
for that purpose under the charge of a special 
deputy, and the party is expected to be ready 
to start for Japan by the middle of June next. 


A Chinese correspondent at Peking of a 
Shanghai paper, states that the Emperor has, 
of late, taken quite a pleasure in attending the 
tary drills and mancuvres of the Imperial 
Gnards and the Peking Field Force now going 
on in the Southern Hunting Parks, and so 
interested has his Majesty been in them that he 
recently peisuaded the Empress-Dowager to 
join him in one of his tours of inspection. This 
her Majesty did on the roth instant, and it is 
reported of her Majesty that she also was so 
“greatly interested in the sham fights and reviews 
that she commanded them to be continued for 
two days more, at the end of which her Majesty 
presented the soldiers with three dollars each as 
a iark of her Imperial approbation, 





A report comes from Nanking that the Vice- 
roy Liu recently received from the Tsungli 
Yamén a copy of a special decree from the 
Throne changing entirely the ancient modes of 
examining military candidates for degrees where 
archery on foot and horseback, acrobatic con- 
tortions and the lifting of heavy weights were 
thonght sufficient to fil a man to command the 
Imperial armies, Candidates are henceforth to 





presentatives of the departed souls. This was 
followed by the. of 
Rites and the peispi 
Prince, 





Fi Bi q 
fad ebpulQerg GD COQ SE 
About sixty maids of honor came 





be examined in rifle shooting and in the science 
itillery firing, those passing and) obtain 
the chujén degree being appointed captainsor! 















liewtenants in the new disciplined forces. 
Military licentiates who have taken their degree 
are to be eligible as sergeants, promotion to 
lientenancies being conditional on their passing 
in the chujén examinations, The innovations 
will be made more difficult for candidates as 
each year passes, thereby gradually bringing 
them to a high state of efficiency. 


A dispatch received by the Shanghai man- 
darins from Shashi states that of the. rioters in 
the recent disturbances at that port nine were 
captured the day after the riots, and twelve more 
were subsequently arrested. 





In acknowledgment of the kind and court- 
cous treatment received by Chinese officials 
sent to witness the recent grand manzeuvres of 
troops in Japan, the Imperial Goveimment has 
decorated several Japanese officers with the 
order of the Double Dragon. 


A native correspondent of the W.-C. Daily 
News, writing from Wuchang, states that before 
BLE. Chang Chib-tung left that city for Peking 
he settled the details of the establishment of an 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, under 
foreign superintendence and tutorship, at Han- 
yang, It now transpires that a date has been 
fixed for the opening of the institution, the 
scholars being admitted by competitive exami- 
nation, The College is to be maintained from 
the funds of the Provincial Reserve Treasury. 








The Au Pao states that on the rsth May 
Prince Henry of Prussia was ushered into the 
Summer Palace by the Ministers of the Tsung- 
li Yamén, The Prince kissed the hands of the 
Empress Dowager in salutation, and shook 
hands with the Emperor. The next day the 
Prince, accompanied by Baroness von Heyking, 
visited the Temple of Heaven, which caused « 
deal of discussion among the Chinese officials 
and gentry, as, according to an ancient rule, 
no woman had ever been admitted into this 
shrine, 








The area of the new treaty port at Woosung 
has been settled—so native official report has it, 
rematks the A’.-C, Daily New. It is to have 
alength of four miles along the river bank and 
a depth of one mile inland, and the site of the 
present Woosung forts is to be included in the 
new settlements for foreign occupation, It is 
further reported {rom the same sources that 
an expectant Taotai named Ln has been 
appointed by Vicery Liu to act as Commissioner 
of Public Works, with an Englishman, a civil 
engineer of experience, as Assistant Commis- 
sioner, Two more foreigners are jo be en- 
gaged; one as a surveyor, and the other as 
superintendent of a proposed disciplined police 
force. The Naval headquarters of the Nan- 
yang squadron, situated inside the forts, are to 
be the temporary quartes of the uew Woosung 
Bureau of Works, 


The International Cotton Mill on the Pootung 
side, says a» Shanghai contemporary, is now 
working to its full capacity and turning out 100 
bales of yarn a day in the working-day of 2t 
hours, which is the ontput guaranteed by the 
makers of the machinery. It is quite a pleasure 
to go over the Company's establishment, which 
is on the most complete scale, and includes a 
village with some 3,600 inhabitants, kept in the 
most apple-pie order, and policed by a private 
force of Sikhs and natives. The grounds 
adjoin the Seamen's Cemetery at Pootung, and 
the pretty Seamen's Church is now used by the 
Company's operatives, who are practically all 
Roman Catholics, the worthy Father who has 
them in spiritual charge holding two services 
there every Sunday, Some 800 women and 
600 men and boys are employed in the Mill 
itself, and it may be noted that nearly all the 
women employed in the Mill have natural feet, 


From the V.-C. Daily News :— 

A Ichang writes :—The 
ach appear to be going ‘ahead in Szechuan, 
On our way down through the Gorges last week 
SANG ¥a AAO large junks flying the ticolour 
HCL Wen Cont gerVaulsenve and Mr, 
Boils With Iasi ealbet!-tistenty five Avnamite 
N 








correspondent from 
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soldiers. We were saluted in passing by a revedlé 
played by the Annamites, which echoed finely fr 
the mighty cliffs of the Great River. Mr. Bo 
is the Resident of Tongking and apparently on 
the way to claim his hinterland amidst the im- 
pending break-up of the miserable Chinese 
Government; the Yangtze valley, as far as the 
Biitain’s sphere of influence is coucemned, if 
admitted at all, not being admitted to extend 
above Ichang. ‘The Count de Vaulserre is a well- 
known character in high Parisian circles, as well 
as a traveller of some distinct This invasion 
of Szechuan will probably be accepted meekly 
enough by the Viceroy, who has no anmed force 
worthy the name, and, so far, has not dared to 
ariest the welleknown leaders of the late riots in 
Kiangpeh. We were told that the objectif of the 
expedition is the independent Lolo country, the 
wild mountainous district that fills the great bend 
in the Yangtze River, west of Surfu (Siichow in 
Cretschurider’s map)—nous verrons / 

So far our Ichang correspondent: a native cor- 
respondent informs us on the other hand that 
Vouyangchou is the destination of the French 
expedition, and that their object is to avenge the 
murder of two priests which took place at a riot 
there in 1868. Any stick is good enongh to beat 
a dog with, and au unavenged outrage of thirty 
years back may be a useful handle if, as seems 
likely, the French desire to follow up the precedent 
afforded them by the German nung. 

Vouyangchou is a wild mining district situated 
ata spot where the boundaries of the three 
vinces, Szechuan, Hunan, and Kueichou meet 

ough population have always been a source of 
trouble to the weak native officials, and the 
have more than once been closed in conseque 
It now remains to be seen whether the presence of 
a Brench force will lead to the establishment of 
order and, what is believed to be their intention, 
the working of the minerals on a large scale. 

































































The Wei-hai-wei correspoudent of the Shang- 
Aai Mercury thus describes the handing over 
of that port by the Japanese :— 


Yesterday (May 20th) about twenty braves 
came here very quietly, aud to-day at 11 o'cluck 
the Taotai and suite came over and were duly ve. 
ceived at the landing by the Japanese General. 

Tie Tantai, bowing low, simply said in Chinese 
“Thank y The Japanese General returned 
the salute very stiffly, and then the company moved 
off to head-quarters. Heve the Japanese General 
hapded over to the Taotai—not the keys of the 
fortress—but a rough: plan of each of the forts now 
being handed back. 

The whole proceedings were conducted in a re 
markably silent manner, a vod of thanks as each 
plan was produced, and that was all, The time 
occupied in this business was at the most hall-an 
hour, and then the few remaining Japanese took 
to their boats and left! In the meantime, how: 
ever, the Narcissus, which arrived here yestentay, 
had not been idle, for we presently saw. boats 
landing at the West Fort, and soon a body of 
marines (forty-five in all) matched up and took 
possession of the now vacant Japanese bead 
quarters! The Chinese had miraculously disap- 
peared, and I found later that they had retired to 
the east end of the island. We now heard firing 

ithe harbour, and on looking. ot 
cissus with the Japanese flay at the foremast firing 
a salute of 13 guny for the Japanese General who 
had been visiting the ship and who was now just 
leaving 

In the afternoon another boat came from the 
Narcissus, Winging two flag-staffy which have 
Leen erected at the West Fort, Int no flags have 
been hvisted as yet. However, to all intents and 
purposes the British are in full possession and at 
the chief point of landing you will meet an Kng- 
lish (beg pardon, British) sentry. ‘The marines 
lost no time in getting to work cleaning out their 
temporary barracks belore night-fall, during which 
occupation Tommy expressed his | 
place in not very choice language. 

The place itself is in suins; the Japanese must 
have been short of coals during the cold weather, 



























































for all the floors, doors, and windows of the houses 
for 


not occupied by them have Leen torn down 
firewood. 


‘There are very few Chinese on the island 
ho business is going on whatever, and to meander 
Urough the ruins and deserted houses is enough 
to give one the blues. 

The guns from the forts have of course all been 
removed, but the forts have wot been damaged 
chy 
There was once a fine inor jetty here, wl 


Chinese fleet ased for coaling pap . 
woe than hall of tity bag heey mings 7 
The Japanese say Uy the € 
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NEWS OF 1HE WEER. 
gut ae 
The owners of the steamer Esmeralda do not 
propose to send her back to Manila. Like the 
Fuensang and Sunkiang she will be taken off 
the run, and will probably make her next voyage 
to Japan, 





By a curions coincidence, says a home paper, 
no fewer than three Russian ‘scientific ex- 
peditions ” are being simultaneously organised. 
By a still more curious coincidence the destina- 
tions of all three are regions which happen to be 
the centres of political interests in Asia and 
Africa, Whenever a Russian expedition is 
more severely ‘scientific ” than usual, you will 
always find that the bulk of its equipment con- 
sists of Maxims, or their equivalent, and its 
escort of Cossacks. No doubt Cossacks catch 
butterflies and wash photographic lenses better 
than civilians, 











The Magasaki Press of May 27th announces 
the death of Mr. W, B. Russell, Commissioner 
of Customs at Swatow, which occurred at St. 
Bernard’s Hospital on the 25th ult. The de- 
ceased had been ailing for a long time past, and 
at the time of his arrival at Nagasski was pro- 
ceeding to America on sick leave. Mr. Russell's 
condition, however, was considered too serious 
lo permit of the journey being continued and 
by the advice of the doctor of the vessel he was 
sent on shore to hospital. The deceased was 
buried at Urakami, the funeral being largely 
attended, 





A serious accident occurred on the evening 
of May 24th on board the German cruiser 
Arcona, then laying in Nagasaki barbour. 
During the firing of a salute, a charge explod- 
ed owing to the heating of the chamber of the 
gun, and a gunner close by received the full 
force of the explosion. ‘Ihe unfortunate mai 
was at once attended to, but the injuries receiv- 
ed were of so serious a nature that it was deem- 
ed advisable to send him to St. Bernard’s Hos- 
pital, On examination at the latier place, it 
was found that one of the injured man’s fingers 
was completely shattered and that his face was 
badly burned. 


Ata meeting of shareholders of the Deutsche 
Bank, held in Berlin, the president, Mr. George 
Siemens, said that it was not desirable to esta- 
blish a branch in Asia: the former branch in 
Shanghai had been withdrawn because it did not 
pay. However, it might be desirable to take 
some proceedings in the West, where ancient 
civilisation and culture hold out solid prospects 
to business, more than in Asia, where similar 
opportunities must first be created, Asia should 
at present be left rather to private energy. And, 
beside, the Deutsche Bank is a member of the 
Deutsche Asiatische Bank, the financial and 
banking agency of Germany in East Asia, 











Probably in no city in the world is so much 
horse flesh eaten as in Vienna, It was in 1854 
that the first communal slaughter house was 
established in the city, and in the following 
year 943 horses were slaughtered for consump- 
tion, Since that time the number has increased 
by leaps and bounds, and last year no fewer 
than 12,000 animals were slaughtered. The 
price per pound of horse flesh has increased, 
with the number of animals killed. In 1856 
it was 13d. per pound ; in 1875 it rose to 34.3 
and itis still rising. 


According to MM. Le Dantec and Bayé, the 
poison used for arrows in the interland of 
Dahomey is prepared from seeds by infusion, 
and kills in 10 or 12 minutes, Death is ac- 
companied by convulsions, the wounded man 
lying on the ground, and digging his nails into 
the earth, They recommend a ligature round 
the member struck by the arrow to forbid the 
circulation of the poison, and, after the arrow 
is withdrawn, washing the wound with a solution 
of tannic acid, or in default of that a decoction 
of bark rich in tannin, or even champagne. 








he Archbishop of Canterbury recently gave 
ery interesting reminiscences ot General 








then Bishop of Exeter, that he could convert 
the whole of Africa to Christianity if only each 
man might still be allowed to marry four 
wives. ‘There can be no doubt that the success 
of Mahomedanism in Africa is very largely due 
to the permission which that religion gives for 
restricted polygamy, and one almost regrets 
that episcopal countenance had to be withheld 
from General Gordon's id 








Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, recently destroyed by 
fire, is to be rebuilt without delay. This has 
been decided on by the pastor and his c: 
gregation. The catastrophe has occasioned 
widespread sympathy, and numerous offers of 
money for rebuilding have been received from 
various parts. Among the foremost to express 
their sympathy have been members of the 
Church of England, who deplore the destruc. 
tion ot the building, which had for long been 
a notable factor in South London's religious 
life. 


A very enjoyable little tip took place on 
Tuesday afternoon in Tokyo Bay, Mr. W. N. 
Wright, of Wright’s Hotel, taking a small party 
out in his new steam launch, The route chosen 
was to the Quarantine ship and back, a distance 
sufficient to thoroughly test the qualities of the 
little craft, ‘Though the sea was « trifle choppy 
she behaved very well, and proved herself cap- 
able of a speed of nine knots an hour. The 
launch is 35 feet long, abomt eight beam, 
and has accommodation for about a dozen pas. 
sengers in her cabin. She can easily hold her 
own with similar craft in the harbour, 








Somerset House officials are taking great 
interest in an inquiry proceeding at Melbourne, 
A taxpayer alleges that on calling at the Income 
Tax Office with regard to some payment, he was 
told by a clerk to “ keep his hair o This, he 
holds, is not the sort of language that should be 
used, But there are, says a home paper, appli- 
cants at Somerset House who, to beguile the 
tedium of waiting, and divert their thoughts from 
the whitening of their locks, would he glad to 
be noticed by the clerk even in an insult. The 
same, we might add, applies to some of the 
haughty youths in Far Eastern offices. 





The directors of the Beabody Museum have 
published an interesting report on explorations 
in Yucatan and Honduras, from which it ap- 
pears that the earliest inhabitants of the country 
came to it in recent geological times, bringing 
their culture with them, and becoming the an- 
cestors of the present Maya Indians. Some of 
their ruined cities and terra cotta work bespeak 
a comparatively high civilisation. Rivers being 
scarce in the coanuy, they obtained water from 
pools in caves, or kept it itt underground cis- 
terns, or “chaltunes,” of a jar shape. The 
origin of the Mayas is a mystery. Dr. Knox 
hinted that they might be descendants of the 
Guanches of the Canaries and the Copts of 
Egypt; others regard them as akin to the Au- 
cient Pernvians and Polynesians. 





When letters are delayed the postal authorit- 
ies like to know why, in India just as much as 
in this conntry, Sometimes they learn, Some- 
times they are told, but donot learn, as ina 
case quoted in St, Martin's le-Grand, the 
G.P.O. magazine. The Baboo letter-cattier 
reported the situation in a long letter to his 
superintendent, These are extracts :— 

“As Twas to pass the tiver or water through 
my cart for absence of any boat some alligators 
ran on my oxen hence the oxen geiting fear for 
cibly took away my cart in an abyss below the 
water of 12 feet which the cartman failed to ob- 
stench. ‘The cart with mysels was drow: 
ed... , Tam much unwell the voice of my 
speech is fallen low and out of order from the 
suffocation.” 


Could anything be 











plainer? 


A feature of the 
Channel Squadron 
paration for battle, 
were steered and 

All -sigpals, 


last cruise of the English 
was a detailed plan of pre- 
and for 24 hours the ships 
worked from the conning 
being made and answered 
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Hcesatihi3 ois 
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necessary if the fleet were actually at war and 
with a hostile fleet in the immediate vicinity. 
Useful information was gained, and in one 
matter all were agreed, namely, that engine-room 
telegraphs must be fitted in the conning tower, 
as communication by voice-tubes was quite un 
trustworthy, The ¥upiler led off the ball by 
firing into a skeleton target of a batileship. 
The sight, toa mere spectator, was a splendid 
one, and when the remainder of the battleships 
steamed past and added their quola of sugar- 
plums, the sight was still finer, 


The head of the Rev, J. W. Humphreys, of 
the C.M.S., has been found impaled on a 
stick near Freetown, Sierra Leone,—A York- 
shire manufacturer, named Marriott, has be- 
queathed £500,000 to charities, including 
£180,000 to the S P G. 


A Chinaman who is serving a sentence of 
ten years imprisonment for forgery made his 
second escape from Victoria gaol, Hongkong, 
on the 21st ult, He was eventually recaptured, 
being found lying on a bale of goods on board 
the steamer Heungshan, which was jast about 
to proceed to Mai 


Years and years ago, Mr, Bret Harte wrote 
the poem called “ Her Letter,” 
But lenow, if you havent Bot riches 
And ate poor, dearest Joe, and all that, 
hat my heart’s somewhere there in the ditches, 
Aud you've struck it—on Poverty Flat, 
So wrote the Lily of Poverty Flat, amid the 
blaze of New York gaiety, after “Pap” had 
“struck oil” Then a few years later came 
“ Truthful James’ answer to Her Letter,” Joe 
being lamed by several casualties incident to 
mining camps and Truthful James acting, there- 
fore, as amanu under difficulties, too— 
Which his blanket he’s kicked on his unk, 
is 
And insists on his legs being free; 
And his language to me from his bunk, Miss, 
I, frequent and painful and free. 
In this letter the constancy of Joe was put 
beyond doubt, there the romance broke off. 
We have always felt, and doubtless other readers 
have too, that more was due to us. Did Joe 
recover? Did the wealthy Lily accept Truthful 
James’ offer of his pile? Was there a marriage 
fter all? These questions liave hitherto been 
asked in vain. But now Mr, Bret Harte com 
pletes the story. In the Century for April may 
be found the third part of the trilogy—* Her 
Last Letter ”"—wherein everything is concluded 
as happily as even Darwin could have wished. 





























The American Press might be trusted to find 
(or invent) something romantic or interesting 
about Commodore (now Rear-Admiral) Dewey. 
Here is a pretty story quite damp from the 
machine :—Club chatter among the intimates of 
Commodore Dewey revives the fact of a previous 
encounter with Spain in which he did not come 
out first, and causes comment that he probably 
enjoyed setiling a personal score, along the line 
of duty to his country, Love, not war, was the 
source of the original trouble. The devotion of 
Commodore Dewey to Miss Virginia Lowery, the 
handsome daughter of Archibald Lowery, one 
of the most prominent and wealthy of the ex- 
clusive ‘residential set” in Washington, is 
known in the Capital, Miss Lowery was beauti. 
ful in the grande dame fashion, and a woman 
of definite views as to what would make up her 
happiness. When very young she became en- 














gaged to the dashing, impecunious secretary |‘ 


of the Spanish Legation, Count “Jack” Bru- 
neti, Her father refused to sanction the affair, 
but, deglining all other offers, even that of the 
present hero of the hour, Miss Jowery kept 
during twenty years her plighted troth, Three 
seasons ago, however, with the consent of her 
father, she became the wife of the Duke d’Ar- 
cos, her devoted and loyal squire, who not only 
had inherited title snd estates, but represented 
his country as Minister to Mexico. The ad- 
miral resented bitterly his defeat by a foreign 
nation, and it is probable sent hot shots with 
added vim, recalling the horrid daywhen Jack 
tar Cupid set Spain's, flag phon the CH 
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LAW OF NATURALIZATION, 


_— 
Ant. L—If the father of a child be of Japanese 
ty al the time of its birth, the child is a 
Japanese. ‘This 
child born after its father’s death, 

Art. IL—If the father of a child has been divorce 
ed or separated from his wife prior to the child’s 
birth, and has thus low his Japanese nationality, 
the child shall nevertheless be a Japanese, provid 
ed that ils conception preceded the time of the 
divorce or separation. This rule shall not apply, 
however, if both the parents of the child have lost 
their domicile prior to the birth of the child, unless 
the mother has recovered her domicile before its 
birth, 

Aut. HIL—A child whose mother is of Japanese 
lity but whose father is unknown or has no 
ity, is a Japanese. 

Act. LV.—When both the parents of a child 


born in Japan are unknown or have no recognised 
nationality, the child is a Japanese. 


Art. V.—An alien shall be entitled to Japanese 
nationality under the following conditions :— 

1. When married to a Japanese hushand. 

2. When adopted by maniage (siufu) into a 
Japanese family. 

3. When recognised by a Japanese father or 
mother. 

4. When adopted (asa child) by a person of 
Japanese nationality, 

5. By naturalization, 

Act. VL—An alien's acquisition of Japanese 
nationality by recognition (ninchi) shall be subject 
to the following conditions — 

1, Must be under age, as fixed by the laws of 
his or her country. 

2. Must not be the wife of a Japanese. 

3. The parent (father or mother) first making 
the recognition must be a Japanese. 

4. When both patents make the recognition 
simultaneously, the father must be a Japanese. 


Art. VIL—An alien can acquire Japanese 
nationality under the following conditions, with 
the approval of the Minister of State for Home 
Affais:— + 
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le applies also to the case of a 


























1. After five consecutive years’ residence in 
Japan. 

2. Having been for at least twenty years re- 
coguised as compos mentis by the laws of his 
native country. 

3. Being of good character, 


4. Having sufficient property or professional 
altainments to secure independent sustenance, 

5. Not having any nationality, or foleiting his 
original nationality Ly becoming a Japanese. 

Aut, VIIL—The wile of an alien can not acquire 
Japanese nationality except in conjunction with 
her husband, 

Aut. IX.—An alien falling under any of the fole 
lowing classifications may acquire Japanese nation- 
ality even without possessing the qualifications 
enumerated in Art. VIL. — 

(1) If having a Japanese father or mother, 

(2) If the wife of a Japanese. 

(3.) If born in Japan. 

(4.) If having lived for teu years consecutively 
in Japan, 

Provided that the qualifications (1) (2) and (3) 
shall not constitute a right to acquire Japanese 
nationality unless the person has lived for three 
years consecutively in Japan, Provided, also, 
that if the father or mother of the person possess 
ing qualification No (3) was born in Japan, this 
tule as to three years’ residence shall not apply. 

Aut, X.—An alien whose father or mother is 
Japanese and who is actually residing in Japan, 

1 acquive Japanese nationality without posse: 

qualifications (1), (2) and (4), as set forth in 
Act. VIL. 

Art. XIL—An alien who has tendered specially 
meritorious service to Japan, can ac Jap: 
ese nationality though not possessing any of the 
qualifications enumerated in Aut. VIL. 

Art. XIL—The fact that Japanese nationality 
has been acquired must be publicly advertised, 
and pending such advertisement, the vights and 
plivileges of the acquired nationality can not be 
enjoyed. 

Art. XUL—The wife of a person acquiring 
Japanese nationality does not necessarily become 









































Japanese. Provided that this sule shall not 
hey toacase in which the wife suffers a month 
lapse without intimating her dissé)\ 
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month to count from the time of her receiving ins 
formation that the provisions of this article shall 
not be applicable if they conflict with the provie 
sions of any law operative in the wife’s country. 

Art, XIV.—A wife who has uot acquired Japan- 
ese nationality under the circumstances mentioned 
in the last Article may acquire it though not pose 
sessing the qualifications enumerated in Art, VIL 

Art. XV.—The child of a parent, or parents, 
that have acquired Japanese wationality, may=if 
not yet of age as defined in the laws of ils country 
—acquire Japanese nationality at the same time 
with its father or mother. Provided that this rule 
shall not conflict with the provisions of any law 
operative in the parent’s country, 


Ait. XVL—The child of a person who has 
acquired Japanese nationality, or a person who 
has acquired such wationality by being adopted 
or by being married into (siufu) a Japanese 
family, shall not be eligible for any of the follow- 
ing positions :— 


1. Minister of State, Minister of the Imperial 
Houselold or Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal. 

2. President, Vice-President or member of the 
Privy Council. 

3+ General officer of the Army or Admiral of the 

avy. 

4. President of the Supreme Court, President of 
the Board of Audit, President of the Admi 
strative Court. 

5. Comt Counciller. 

6. Member of the Imperial Diet, or elector. 


Act. XVIL—The restrictions enumerated in 
Ait, XVI. may, with the permission of the 
Sovereign granted through the Minister of State 
for Home Affairs, be vemoved in the case ofa 
person who has obtained Japanese nationality 
according to the provisions of Art, XI. after five 
years have elapsed from the time of obtaining it, 
and in the case of any other person after the 
lapse of ten years, 

Act, XVIIL—A Japanese. woman loses her 
Japanese nationality on marriage to an alien. 

Art, XIX.—In the case of a peyson who has 
acquired Japanese nationality by mariage or 
adoption, Japanese nationality can not be lost 
unless foreign nationality is obtained by divorce 
or severance of relations. 

Art. XX.—A person who has voluntarily ace 

ired foreign nationality shall lose his (or her) 
iihnanead nationality, 

Art, XXL.--The wife or child of a man who 
has lost his Japanese nationality, shall cease to 
have Japanese nationality so soon as the man 
acquires foreign nationality, 

Act. XXIL—The preceding Atticle shall not 
apply to the wife or child of a person who has 
lost Japanese nationality by divorce or severance 
of relations, But if a wile has been only separa- 
ted, not divorced, or if a child has accompanied 
its father from his domicile, this tule shall not 
Lold good. 

Art. XXIIL—A child posse: 
tionality shall lose it on obta 
ality by ecognit Bat th not apply 

1 the case of person who has become the wile, 
adopted child, or marviage-adopted child of a 
Japanese. 

Art. XXIV.—Irrespective of the conditions of 
Ait. V, a lad who has attained the full age of 
seventeen shall not lose his Japanese nationality 
if he has already fallen under conscription, o if he 
is not exempt from liability to conscription, 
person actually serving as a Japanese civil or 
military official shall not lose his Japanese 
nationality without the consent of head of the office 
in which he is serving or of his commanding officer, 
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Au. XXV.—A person that has lost Japanese 
nationality by martiage. may, if residing in Japan, 
recover Japanese nationality after dissolution of 
the matiage, by permission of the Minister of 
State for Home Affairs. 

Ait. XXVIL—A person that has lost Japanese 
nationality under the provisions of Art, XX. or 
Ant, XXL, may, if resident in Japan, recover 
Japanese nationality by permission of the 

inister of State for Home Affairs. 

Art. XXVI—A person that has lost Japanese 
nationanty under the provisions of Act. XX. or 
Art. XXL, may, if resident in Japan, recover 
Japanese nationality hy permission of the 
Ministee of State for Home Affairs, But this 
tule dors not apply to persons ennumerated in 
Ait. XVI. who have lost Japanese nationality. 

An. XXVIL—The pr ions of Art. XI, 
Art, XIV. and Art. XV., shall be applicable to the 
cases.mentioned in the last two Articles, 

Ait, XXVIIL e date of operation of this 

ined)by be Imperial Ordinance 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 
ge 


EDUCATION IN JAPAN. 





To THe Epiror oF THe “ Japan Matt,” 


Sir,—In the columns of the Fapan Daily Mait 
of March 25th, 1898, I have been reading the 











views of the new Minister of Education Maiquis 
Saionji, and M+, Ueda Mannen’s proposed 
reform’ of the Japanese language. It is 


with great pleasure that we people of the West 
have observed Japau’s marked and 1apid progress 
of late years, In her is easily recorded the highest 
position among the nations of the East. 

Japan is now considering that question of the 
very greatest importance to every nation, the ques+ 
tiow of education, We tead with pleasure the 














broad, intelligent views of his Excellency, Marquis 
Saionji and noted with deep admiration the effec- 
tual reform proposed by Mr. Ueda Mannen, We 


prophesy with such men in the Empire Japa 
make gigantic strides in educational progress. 
Froin history we know the state of Greece in hire 
greatest glory, We know also that she attained 
that pertection by looking abroad upon the va- 
tions of the earth and adopting thereform what- 
ever she saw would be mest beneficial to herself. 
Now Japan desire a system of education; she, no 
doubt, desires the best system of education, If 
the advice be not considered presumptuous, let 
her look ont upon the other nations of the earth and 
study carefully the different educational systems, 
Then she can choose from them the system she 
considers the best, and make it, as it is or with un- 
provements, the educational system of Japan. The 
high honor of having the best educational system 
in the world is conceded by all nations to the 
province of Ontario in the Dominion of Canada, 
Might we suggest then that Japan makea most 
thorough: study of Ontario's systems of education 
before making any permanent decision upon her 
own, We are assured that she will find it the 
most beneficial and satisfaotory to the Empire. 


ALS, W. 


























Canada, April 27th, 1898. 
WAR. 
To tHe Error oF THR 


Sir,—lt is a matter worthy of that, 
although so much has been written against the 
evils of drink, abuses of Government, the social 
evil, slavery and kindred evils, very little, com- 
paratively, has been written against one of the 
greatest of allevils, war. This will appear all the 
more apparent on a casual examination of ou 
current Iterature, Osher evils are condemned in 
iqualified terms, but war is spoken of asa vittue, 
apologized for, or passed over lightly. 

War usually arises from some one of the follows 
ing:—(1) worldly ambition; (2) acquisition of 
territory; (3) to keep the peace at home; (4), to 
save the national henour 5 (5) redress for injuries; 
(6) to protect the helpless; (7) self-defense ; (8), 
to maintain national rights. 

n this age of advanced civilization I need 
hardly dwell upon the first three points mene 
tioned as not being just causes for war. No one 
would attempt to defend the plunging of a 
hole y into war just to gratily the am. 
hitious desires of a Napoleon or an Alexander, 
Nor, Lam persuaded, would the mere desire 
for more terri ory be defended as a just ground 
for war. ‘The third veason for which war is 
sometinies waged is wo less unwarranted than 
the first two. For who can conceive of the 
justice of one uation invading the territory of 
another innocent of any offense, destoying pro- 
perty, butchering the people and taking posses: 
sion of the country in order to stop some internal 
broil and to furnish “an outlet far the disapooint 
ed and dangerous elements” at home? What- 
ever, therefore, may be urged in favone of cther 
reasons that give ise to war, this one also, [ciink 
would not be defended as being just, 

To save the national honour is considered a 
just cause for war tather than suffer an indignity 
fiom another nation, But since war is confessedly: 
a most dreadful thing may it not be well asked if 
all international troubles might not be settled 
by more humane and rational meat Since 
nations ate composed of individuals, we may 
illustrate the case by supposing a difference wo 
arise between two individuals, A and Bare two 
neighbours living side by side: a 
Separates their farms, Beneroaches 
tory by putting his fence several feet» 

temonsteates but B declines to couect his mise 
take, still holding A’s laud in posses As all 
of A's family are interested parties to the dr 
pate, they are expected to help set he diffi 
culty, As milder methods have baen t 
failed, A, one finelol Wings Gord | he 
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barreled shot gun, tells his two boys, Frank and 
James, to put butcher knives in their boots and 
commands his wife to go along as a spy. ‘The 
force the door and tush in upon the family while 
seated at breakfast, James and Frauk, knives in 
hand, spring upon B's three sons and their former 
school-mates with murderous intent ; their father 
levels his gnu at B, shoots him dead in his seat, then 
lets go the other barrel at Mis. B who is tying to 
save her so ‘The entire family, except two 
little girls, ave butchered inscold blood. 

‘The next day they, with the lielp of some of the 
neighbours, proceed to bury the dead, A ex 
presses deep regret that he had to resort to such 
severity but asa man of honour he could not let 
such an encroachment upo rights pass with. 
outrediess, He insists further upon the right to 
B's fai only allowing the two little girls a 
competency. 

Who is there, kind reader, that would not be 
perfectly horrified at such conduct, and pronounce 
icone of the darkest deeds of which m capa- 
ble? Yet all who appeal to war to maintain the 
national honour act upon the same principle as 
is represented here, The only reason why it 
does uot always seem so is that large bodies of 
men destroy in a measure individuality. The 
soldier shouts al a mass of strangers not al - 
dual acqaintance, 

It is an entirely false view of true honour, either 
national or individual, to suppose that it must be 
upheld by doing more injury to others than they 
have done to you, J. M. McCALEB, 


Tokyo, May 2oth, 1898. 








































THE SPANISH FLEET’S MANCEUVRES. 





To tae Epitor or tHe “ Japan Mare,” 

Siz,—We can hardly realize how well the 
Spanish have succeeded in mobilzing their fleet 
until we review the account of the evolutions per- 
formed within a few days. ‘To bring these evolu- 
tions before the eye at a glance, | append, in an 
abbreviated, but essentially unaltered, form 
Reuter’s telegrams for the past twelve days. 

“May 10. The American cruiser Montgowery 
was chased by a Spanish cruiser off Hayti, tis 
believed that the fleets are approaching and a 
battle is imminent. 

May 11. The American torpedo boat Winslow 
tackled three gunboats off Cardenas, disabled one 
and came out unscatched, 

May 12. The Spanish Squadeon remains at 
Cadiz. 

May 13. Spain keeps het movements absolutely 
secret. 

May 14 The Spanish fleets have arrived at Mar- 
tinique. A great naval action appears inevitable, 

In the action at Cardenas the Winslow was 
supported by three -boats. She was disabled 
and also one of the gun-boats, 

A private telegram received by a business firm 
adds matetially to our information about this ac 
tion, [reports that on the Spanish side a tom 
cat was severely wounded but it iy thought that 
his wounds will not prove fatal. 

After this there is no news for several days. 
This silence is fully explained by the following 
telegram. [tis evideut that there i, an errot 
trausmissio tead of “rigorous Amerie 
can censorship,” we read rigo Turkish ce 
sorship it explains satisfactorily why we have no 
more news of the wandering Spanish fleet, Such 
an emendation also accounts for the intunate knows 
ledge of the condition of the American voluntee 

“May 20. In view of the rigorous Americar 
censorship i is difficult to obtain teliable war 
news. ‘The Spanish squadion has heen organized 
at Cadiz. It is expected to sail for the Philippines 
at the end of the month, “The American 
unteers ate said to be utterly unprepared, 

‘The above news seems to have been gotten 
spite of the rigorous censorship but if it be u 
satisfactory we may choose the following:— 

May at. It is announced from Madrid that 
Admiral Cerveras’ squadion has téached Santiago 
de Cuba. Nine ships, supposed to be Spa: 
are passing down the Nova Scotian Coast.” 

On the supposition that Admital Cerveras com: 
mands the squadron of one battleship and seven 
armoured eriizers which are the only eff 
armoured ships that Spain has, the Nova Scotian 

Fon must consist of unacmoued couisers, ot 
small vessels. Thett positio healthy, 

No news has been given of the Spanish torpedo 
Aolilla which was blown out of its course and had 
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[to putin acthe Cape Verde Islands hefore the 
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ng of the War, Not has any report been 

sof the American flying 

squadro out on the commence: 

of ppostibties. “This is unfortunate: we are. in 
s here while we have a daz: 
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y | not to say lazy, man, 





We ave taught * What can’t be cured shh 
endured,” but this is the counsel of an 





nactive, 
Such counsel is obviously 
unsuited (oa purveyor of news whose motto should 
be, 
Waar can’r pe Procuren suoutp 
Be ManuractureD. 
Yours obedient servant, M. 
May goth, 1898. 


CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, 





To tue Epiror or tHe “Japan Matt. 

Sir,—In reading your account of the United 
Chambers of Commerce in Fiiday’s number, 1 
noticed two grave mistakes, and I wish you would 
correct them at the eailiest date possible. 

1. Instead of being a meeting of seven Cham- 
bers of Commerce, we held the seventh auuual 
congress of Chambers of Commerce in the empire. 

2. [vis true that we have chiefly spent our time 
in debating the two questions contained in a 
memorandum drafted by the Osaka Chamber, 
These two questions ave the importation of foreign 
capital, and the increase of the land tax, 

Although you state that the memorandum pro- 
poses that the indemnity money should be employe 
ed to relieve the present dearth of floating capital, 
and that recourse should subsequently b 
foreign money according to the necessities of the 
time, on the contrary the memorandum does not 
in the least make the above suggestion, It simp= 
ly emphasizes the necessity for the importation of 
foreign capital, Really, it was aller a long 
debate that we all came to a mutual understand> 
ing that it was nota good time to taise a foreign 
loan, that the indemnity should be employed to 
mitigate the present stringency, and that if neces 
sary a foreign loan should be so gradually raised 
that an expansion of the cu y should not 
exceed our capacity of absorbing money, that 
market prices should not be disturbed ary fur- 
ther, and that no speculative mania. should 
again be stirred up. Therefore, what we have 
gained (rom the enthusiatic debate in the congress 
re (1) our understanding concerning the difficul- 
ties of raising a foreign loan, (2) dangers cone 
nected with the rapid impor » of for 
na large quantity, ‘Thos it was a que 
means that we have discussed fully in the cougres:, 
for in tegard lo the purpose every ove knew such 
was necessary at present, And it was this purpose 
only that has been openly proposed by the Osaka 
Chamber, 

Yours uly, 


LOE course our report was taken ffom_vern 
‘was a most circumstantial report. The naunes of the seven 
chambers were give the resolutions adopted were 
produced verbatim. However, our correspondent is thorough. 
Ty qualited to speak asto the facts, and our readers will, of 
course, substitute his statements for our previvus preciz— 
ED. 7.0] 
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PHYSICAL. TRAINING IN JAPAN. 


To rue Epttor or tae “Japan Mat.” 

Sin,—[ have vead with much interest. Mr, Ku 
bota’s speech on physical aiding. May [ be 
permitted to offer a few remarks on the subject as 
seen fom a woman's point of view? 

‘The Japanese appear to be breaking down phy- 
sically under the severe pressure of modern 
quitements. Ms. Kubota thinks to remedy 
by the introduction of tegattas, baseball, etc. 
These things are excellent in their way, but they 
do not touch the root of the evil. Jap. boys 
do wot crave for exercise as our boys do, they 
have no superabundant energy to work off, and 
they never will have full physical energy until the 
physical life of Japanese women is different to what 
it in now, 

‘The teally important question i - 
troduce games, but ve children the energy 
which demands exricise, and this they must receive 
hom their parents, ‘The school authorities i 
Japan ave considering this question of the phy 
que of womer, but in some cases where they fancy 
they are inti Joums it seems tome they 
areteally making serious mistakes, because they 
donot thoroughly understand the custouis they 
are introducing. 

Take such very simple illustration as this, 
The gitls atlending the Kazoku Jo-Gakko wear 
boots tustead of geta, Now in every English girls? 
school (except those attended by the very poor) 
the pupils ave made to change their boots for house 
slippers before sitting down to work. 1 remember 
that in my school days it was considered a serious 
offence to go into a class rom with boots on, Ln 
Ametica the custom is rather different, girls pat 
on rubbers over their boots on wet days, but this is 
wot gyod-asiihe Buglish custom, 
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ng gitls as sitting with damp boots 
deeds of girls 
class who go through the Tokyo streets in winter 
and sit down to hours of work in the same boots 
that they walked in. Ave they not deliberately 
sowing the seeds of that consumption whi fa. 
tally common in Japan? T merely instance this as 
a simple case in which the advice of a sensible 
woman understanding hygiene should be followed. 
Will the Motmbusho never throw away prejudice 
and ask the advjce of foreign women on the sub- 
ject of the al training of women? Even such 
an apparently trifling thing as that I have 
stanced is really of importance, 

It is not enough to send a Japanese person to 
nn countries for a couple of years to study 
the subject—it is at once too Lig and (oo minute to 
be disposed of in this way. 

Thete are in Japan many highly educated Eng- 
fish women who have the welfare of the Japanese 
at heart; yet, because they are mostly missionati 
they we Uented as intiuders who must be carelully 
shut oat of all ed 






























Japanese alliance. 
Celebrating such au alliance than by ack 
ing the physical superiority of the wome: 
English-speaking races and asking the benefit of 
nce lor Japanese women: 
the physique of the wom 
e Government will find that the young 
men will need little help towards games beyond flat 
spaces of ground to play in and permission to use 


























the wumber of registered and nonsegistered fo 
reign residents in Yokohama at the end of Decem- 
ber last as ueatly as can be ascertained (exclusive 
of Chinese) as 2,200; taking these figuies as cor- 
rect, and 22 interments as representing the nus 
ber of deatlis, it will appear that the Yokohama 
death rate in 1897 amounted to 10 per mille, as 
against 10 pet mille in 1896 and 11 per mille in 
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95. 

From the Treasucer’s statement of Account an 
nexed to this Report it will be seen that at the 
close of the year 1897 there existed a credit bal 
en 8,078.44. In con a with which 
Nee would suggest, that at the next 
ld be passed 
tee for the 
e, together 
wih any funds while may subsequently accrue 
to the credit of the 
of each year, to be exclusively: used for the pu 
pose of keeping in order the present Cemetery 
after tt has been closed forinterments. Li may be 
well, to place on vecord, that 8,000 yen of the 
above-named balance is placed ow fixed deposit 
with the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank bearing 
evest at the rate of five per cent. per an 
‘The amount spent in keeping up the Ci 
in 1897 exceeded that of 1896 by about 360 yen; 
this ts accounted for by the sums of about 300 yen 
tequied for necessary repairs alter the heavy 
storms which took place in September last and the 
temaming 60 yen have heen absorbed, by the ine 
creased cost of labour, materials, &c. 































lungs. 


Yous teuly, 
May 26th, 1898. 


ENGLISH-WOMAN, 








POKOHAMA CEMETERY. 
ees 

The annual meeting of those interested in the 
Yokobama Cemetery was held on Monday after- 
at Keil’s Building, His our Judge 
son presided, and the Marquis C. Nembrini 
aya, the Rev. E. Ch cys Twine, 
TP. F. Lowder, C. D. Moss, 
- Chalmers, J. Dadds, A. O. Gay, 
N. F. Smith, A. J. Wilkin, H. Grauert, 
Gillett (Hon. Secretary) were also present. 

REFORT. 

The report was tead by the Hon. Secretary 
as follows 

The Committee of the Yokohama General 
Cemetery beg to place before the community the 
Annual Report of the Cemetery, together with the 
‘Treasurer's statement of account for the year which 
ended on the 31-¢ D-cember, 1897. 

‘The intesments ducing the year have num 
53 and have bev - from the following 
alities. 








































1.21 ay against 30 in 1896 
13 













Mexican 
Tudian 


Swedish 


Total 
Said 53 Tater 
g whe were V 


1896 




















The present committee, consisting of Messrs, 
James Dodds; J. A. Braser; H. Grauert; Rev. 
E. C. Ihwine; N. F. Smith, and B. Gillett beg to 
tender thei i 


In Account with B. Gitterr, Hon. Treas., 

































ppointed both a ce now 
standing to the credit of the Cemet und, to- 
gether with any surplus funds which ane hetealter 
accrue to the credit of the same account, to be held 
by them for the purpose of keeping in order the 
present cemetery. He thought it desirable that 
act should be taken earlier than the committee 
proposed, 

Mr. Moutisow: I think it is very desirable 
that some steps should be taken. 

On the motion of Mr. CHatmers, seconded by 
the Rev, E. CHampneys IRwing, it was decided to 
call the meeti 

Tn reply to Ma. Mottison the Hon Secretary 
said the present cemetery would be available for 
(wo to three years but that was the outside limit, 

BLECTION OF COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Lowngr proposed that the retiring Com- 
mitter, Messrs. J. Dodds, J. A. Fraser, H. Gra- 
wet, N. F, Smith, B. Gillett, and Rev. K. C. 


ustees to be 





























especially to Mr. Gillett, for the managem 


the Cemetery. 
The Marq C. Nempeint 
seconded was carried, 

MAN expressed his pleasure that the 
retiring Committee were to ci . He felt 
gtateful to the members for asking him to come 
there su that he could express a sense of his own 
feelings to them in general and to Mr. Gillett in 


pe Gonzaca 















particular for the attention they paid to the 
ilkinson), as well 
nterest, He had» 






visited it often and his opinion was that of all the 
stitutions of the community this was one which 
did it the greatest credit. It was well maintained, 
carefully looked after, and everything that was 
































FoR THY YRAR ENDING 31ST Dec”, 1897, || done was done well. "He hoped they would join 
Dr. him in a hearty vote of thanks to the Committee. 
To Mr, Jarmain for Salary, 12 Yen. Yen. | This was heartily accorded, and Mr, Gitetr 
tronihs replied, remarking that all he and the other mem- 
To Labour 478.44 | bers could do was Ireely at the service of the com- 
To Repairs i 
To Stone Steps, 405:17| A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded 
To Laying out Ground, Relaying the meeting. 
Paths, making up Banks, 2 ae qos 
fing Graves, etc. 58 85 
To Cost of Tool: 7.04 CLUB HOTEL, LIMITED. 
To Books, Stati ‘. 
Peemients. 5-00) The annual meeting of shareholders of the Club 
ere cade ee ail Sunes ias 419] Hotel, Lid., was held on Tuesday. Mr. H. C. 
@ Bite Trurance prem Litchfield presided and there were also present, 
uildings, Yen 1,200 15-50] Messrs, H.C. Pigott, G, Syme Thomson, J. W. 
Vewopgag | Hall, R. Ward, E. B, Jon . Russell, ‘Capt. 
en 974.18 Messrs. T. Abbey, G. Booth, P, Peacock, 


To amount on fixed deposit with 
H.& S, Bank ats percent, 
interest... 

‘To balance 





00 





ot 


‘Treasmer, gist Dec., 1887.. 


the handy 


78.44 Barnes 








Yen 9,052.62 


Cr. 
By Balance brought down fom Yeu, 
previous acco 
uu 
By Tntecmient bees 12 
By Fees for evecting st 
enclosing graves, 
By Fees for certificates 
By Fres for exbuming 


Ven, 







7,342 32 


1,430.30 
8,772.62 








By Hongkong & Shanghai Bank 
for 12 months interest on yen 
280 00 



































Mr, H. C. Fearon, (Secretary). 
THR RKPORT. 
‘The report and accounts were read as follows :— 
Report. 

Your Directors herewith present their Report of the 
Comp-ny, together with the Accounts of the past year. 

‘The sale of the Hotel Metropole has been com- 
pleted, and this property was transferred to the pure 
chasers on gist March, 1898. 

‘The new buildings on No. 5-8, which have been 
‘opened, have already proved a most convenient addi- 
tion to the Hotel. 

‘The Company has acquired a new Steam Launch, 
‘as the former was not of sufficient capacity to accom. 
modate the increasing number of passengers who 
sit the Hotel. 

‘The net profit for the year is yen 18,938.87, includ- 
ing balance brought down from last. Out of thi 
there has been paid an interim dividend of 4 yen per 
, and your Directors now propose to pay a final 



































22 Sew 7,000 at 4 percent. ., dividend of 4 yen per share on the ori 
on board Ships ——| making 8 percent. forthe year; and to place toa 
temporarily ly- 9.052.62| reserve for the equalis lends the further 
ing in the Hare Jaunary ist, 1898 sum of two yen per share, equal to yen 3,200; and to 
” 4 on By Balance braun down 8,078 44 | carry forward yen 2.135.02 to a new account, 
° E xO Mr, R, Ward having resigned his seat, the number 
d 4 Yokohama, January 1st, 1898. of your Directors has been reduced to four: of these 
nt o * B. Gicarr, Hon. Secretary, | M&_G- Syne Thomson retires by rotation, but is 
ama vesidents 45 bey I have examined the above account, together | *lgible for re-election. 4 
ast = with the vouchers theteto, and have found the Henry C. Lircuetatp, Chairman, 
53 Total, . As against, .62 in 1896 | swine correct. Yokohama, 3rd.May, 1898. 
= ‘ a Taos. S. Forrusr, BALANCE SHERT—3IST MARCH, 1898. 
The 22 inter ments from the re-ident foreign com-| Mr. WILKIN called attention to the estimate of WORKING ACCOUNT, 
munity of Yokohama have been o! the oumber of foreigners in Yokohama, How was Dr. Yen, 
Br 13 as against 7 in 1869 it vet at? He believed last year the estimated | To Stores and Provisions ,., 28,151.32 
4 5 number was 1,600. Less stock in hand 1,637.20 Yen. 
0 2 The Hon, Secrerary stated that besides those = + 26,514.12 
1 ° 1 whose names were on the cousnlar records of 15,490.56 
° 45 3 different countries there were others who had 7,043.95, 
Portuguese 2 » 1 neglected to register, of who belonged to nation. 5,006.4 
Indian ° a 1 alities having no Gade rights in Japan, 1,006.28 
Swedish 0 ie 1 Marquis Nemmrint De Gonzaca: There are 215.12 
an 7 ° many Turks, Greeks, Armenians, Persians, and 1,472.89 
Russia 1 ” ow so on, : 200.00 
a Dis t Gy 3 11, Dopps suggested that a special meeting) 6 13h S8 
vlal Dag Ag again 1 ) fould be called for the appointment ve 16,587 54 
Eee ty tai eg Bad | anlage etre BL rns Ar pid 





Kencho authorities, for the figures representing 





tithe Committee be authorised to teanpeley (te, 





Yen 74,371.45 


CHAMPAIGN 
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Cr. 
By Profit on Wines, Spirits 











Yen. 
and Cigars, + 18,677.32 
Add stock in hand... 2.34650 Yen. 
Pa 21,023.82 
» House Account. 531144 63 
I Transfer Fees 83,00 
i Rent... on 120.00 





Yen 74:371-45 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 




















Dr. Yen. 
Cash in hand 614 65 
Hongkong & Shanghai Bank, — 2,656.87 
Property Account 182,350 00 
Furniture Account etpses 32,788 38 
Insurance, Value of cu Policies... 1,327.56 
Steam Launch 1,000 00 
Stock Account 3.983 70 
Unpaid Calls on New Capital (since 
paid) sw. 5,400.00 
Sundry Debtors... 3,280.00 





Yen 240,301.16 









Ven, 
Capital Account,,, 185,000.00 
Debentures unpaid 31st Ma 5,500.00 
Unclaimed Dividend 90.00 
Reserve fur Bh Laperty .. 30,000.00 
Suspense Ac ts paid in 
April) . 1,808 00 
Sundry Creditors’ 6,258.14 
Profit and Loss Account 11,735 02 








Ven 240,391.16 
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 









Dr. Yen. 
Te Bonus paid Directors to 
3Ist Match, 1897 ceseesee 803.85 
vy Dividend patd for ¥ year 
ending goth Sept. 6,400 00 
w» Balance, yen 11,735 02, 
Yen. 
6,400.00 
ay Reserve for 
of Divi 3,200.00 
»» Amount carried forward. 2,135.02 11,735.02 





Yen 18,938.87 








Cr. en, 
By Balance from 31st March, 1897 «4. 1,017.73 
‘i Working Account... 16,587.54 
3 4 Suspense Account... 1333.60 





- Yew 18,938.87 
CH. Fraron, Secretary. 
Thave compared the above Statements with the 
Books and Vouchers of the Company, and find 
the same to be in accordance therewith, 
P. C. Ports, Auditor, 
Vokohama, May and, 1898. 


The CHAIRMAN, after reading the accounts, said 
they explained themselves. The reason for the 
formation of the reserve lund would be apparent 
when they considered the increase laiely made 
he capital of the company; they wanted a 
fund from which to supply the large dividend 








they expected to pay. The matter had been 
considered by the directors, who strongly 1e 
commended that this course he adopted. lt was 





a great pleasure to him to bring forward th 
continued to show the satisfactory 
condition of the company. It would be difficult to 
Compare the present repart with those of previous 
years, as the working of the Hotel Metropole had 
hithento been included in the general out tue 
of the company. In future they would have 
the opportunity of comparing the results of one 
year with those of previous year, and he had 
every hope at present that the comparison would 
be afavowable one, Ou the question of dividend 
he should like to state that the directors wished 
to record their satisfaction with the working of 
the hotel and the maintenance of ity character 
for comfort by the manager, Tt was to him 
that the success of the Club Hotel was largely 
due. He had ably seconded the efforts of the 
directors and had given them many valuable suge 
gestions 
. Pigaor said he would like to supplement 
the statement of Mr, Litchfield, ‘The sole object 
of the reserve fund was not to evable them 
show a good dividend on the 1wereased capital, 
asthey bad no doubt that the sums added to the 
hotel would do more than give a got divide 
end on new capital, and would in fact 
crease the dividend on the old capital. ‘The 
Freason for the reserve fund was 10 equalise 
the dividends, Sometimes in places like Vole 


hhama they had a seme of plague yf Gholecn 
B yi nseh clubsae gen re. 
























































which Kept visituis # 














versely affected the receipts of the hotels to a very 
marked degree, Tn such years the dividend 
would fall very low unless there was some fund on 
which todraw, ‘The directors thought it better to 
have a uniform dividend of, say, eight per cent 
than to have one year a dividend of ten per cent. 
and the next one of five or six. 

Mr. HALL proposed and Me, Jones seconded 
that the accounts be passed. 

‘This was carried and the dividend was declared 
as recommended, 

ELECTION OF DIRECTOR. 

‘The CHAIRMAN said the next business was the 
election of a director in the place of Mr. Syme 
Thomson, [t was for the shareholders to give their 
jaw as to the number of directors; du 
ear their labours had diminished o 
fer of the Hotel Metropole, and it was for them 
to decide whether the directorate should or should 
not remain as before. 

M). Hate proposed, and Mr. Warp seconded, 
that Mr. Syme Thomson be re-elected. 

This was cattied unanimously. 

Avprror. 

With regard to the election of an auditor, the 
CuHainMan pointed out that the auditor was 
largely the shareholders” representative, and he 
did not consider it advisable that his nomination 
should be made year after year by the directors. 

Mr, HAty proposed and Mr, Peacock second- 
ed, that Mi. M. Maclean, of the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank, be elected, 

Mr. Russect proposed that if he were willing 
lo keep the office Mr, Potts be retained as au 
tor; but after a few moments’ conversation wi 
gentlemen present he withdrew the amendment, 

TAANKS TO THE MANAGER. 

Mr. Warp said before the meeting closed he 
would like to propose a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Siven for his zeal and ability in catering for the 
comfort of guests, as well as for the numerous ime 
provements he had made to the hotel by the ex- 
ercise of his artistic and refined accomplish- 
ments.—(Hear, Hear.) 

‘The mation was carried by acclamation and the 
meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the Chair- 
man, 









































LATEST 2ELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 
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THE WAR. 
MORE TROUBLE FOR SPAIN. 
CAROLINE ISLANDS IN REVOLT. 
London, May 28. 
The Governor of Manilahas telegraphed 
to Madridthat a general revolt has broken 
out in the Caroline Islands, 
Admiral Sampson with seventeen ships 
was last seen on Wednesday off Northern 
Cuba. 








AMERICAN MOVEMENTS. 
Ata conference held between President 
McKinley, the Secretaries of State, and 
the Admirals and Generals, it is under- 
stood to have been decided to commence 
speedy operations against Puerto Rico, 
Cuba, and the Philippines, if it proves that 
Admiral Cerveras is hemmed in at Santiago. 
London, May 30. 
The Spanish Reserve Squadron has left 
Cadiz. Its destination is either Cuba, the 
Philippines, or America, as the Govern- 
ment may deem expedient, 

SPANISH FLEET AT SANTIAGO. 
SCHLEY BLOCKADES THE PORT. 
IMPENDING DESCENT ON HAVANA. 

London, May 31. 
‘The Navy Department at Washington 
has received a telegram from Commodore 
Schley confirming the report of the pre- 
sence of the Spanish Fleet at Santiago de 
Cuba. Schley’s squadron is blockading 
the port. It is stated that Admiral Samp- 
son’s squadron has returned to Key West, 
and is preparing for adescent on Havana. 

THE ENTRAPPED SPANISH SOUADRON. 

TO BE CAPTURED OR DESTROYED. 
IMPENDING BATTLE. 

London, June 1. 
The Standard publishes a telegram from 
its Washington correspondent stating that 
NW@seetetary of the Navy has cabled 
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Commodore Schley under no circum- 
stances to permit Admiral Cervera’s squad- 
ron to escape from Santiago but either 
to capture or destroy the ships. The Mew 
York Herald says that the Government 
expects a battle within twenty-four hours, 
BOMBARDMENT OF SANTIAGO. 
AMERICANS REPULSED. 


Lontion, June 2. 
Official despatches received from 
Madrid state that Commodore Schley 
commenced the bombardment of the 
Santiago forts. 


EFFECTIVE FIRE BY SPANIARDS. 


The Spanish ironclad Colon, which 
guarded the entrance to the Harbour, 
replied to the fire of the Americans, who 
were repulsed. 


AMERICANS CLAIM SUCCESSFUL BOMBARD- 
MENT. 

The Americans admit that one auxiliary 
cruiser was seriously damaged, but claim 
to have silenced or destroyed the principal 
fort, besides killing many persons, Never- 
theless official despatches have not yet 
been received. 

SPANISH DOMESTIC LOAN. 

Spain is arranging for an internal loan 
of a hundred million pesetas. The Cortes 
has passed a Bill prohibiting the export 
of coined or uncoined silver. 

IMPROVING THE FORTIFICATIONS. 

Measures have been commenced to im- 
prove the fortifications of Wei-hai-wei. 
MUTUAL HARMONY: ALL CONTROVERSY 

ENDED. 

The negotiations between Canada and 
the United States have resulted in agree- 
ment on all subjects under controversy. 

London, May 27. 
OVER FIFTY DROWNED. 

The British India Company’s steamship 
Mecca has collided with and sunk the 
steamer Sandhead, her captain, two en- 








gineers, and fifty passengers being 
drowned, 
(Received by the Fizz) 
PRINCE WI-HWA, 
Sdul, May 28. 





Pince Wi-hwa will be re-called shortly 
by Imperial Order. 

FREE IMPORT OF CEREALS. 

In order to obviate the rise in price of 
rice it has been decided that the import 
duty on cereals sha be exempted for five 
months, 





MR. YU KWI-KWAN, 
Séul, May 30. 
Mr. Yu Kwi-kwan, Vice-Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, has been appointed Acting 
Minister. 
TREATY PORTS. 
Séul, May 31. 
Ma-san-pho in Kyéng-san-do, Kun-san- 
pho in Chol-la-do, and Sdug-jin-pho in 
Ham-gydng-do have been opened as 
Treaty ports and Phydng-yang in Phyong- 
an-do asa special market for foreign trade. 
CHINESE TO PROSECUTE STUDIES IN 
JAPAN. 
Peking, May 31. 
Our Minister Mr. Yano has consulted 
with the Tsungli Yamén on the Japanese 
Government’s undertaking to educate a 
large number of Chinese students, 
ARRIVAL OF JAPANESE EX-MINISTERS. 
Peking, June 1. 
Mr. Kiyoura, ex-Minister of Justice, and 
Mr. Seichoku Matsudaira, formerly Vice- 
Ministeygofa Home, Affairs, arrived here 
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CAESS. at the Singapore Chess Club, is insteuctive as LATEST SHIPPING. 
——_»—___. showing how not to meet the King’s Gambit. 
All Communications to be addressed to the Cumss Epitor, KING’S KNICHT’S GAMBIT. ARRIVALS, 
seed dananaina aud the Tekye Chess Clute ate] euvre, aiack. © watre armor, | Vagarcentt: Garman bavque, 1.253, H. Haase, 
closed during the si hs, 1P Ky P Ky 13 BxB" Q Ka gore) Wy 
2PKBy PxP 14K Bz BK aelic, British steamer, 2, Finch, 28th 
Sotution or Prosuem No. 369. 3 Kt KB3 P KKig | 15 B BG Qo: May,—San Franc erat Honolulu, 
wire. BLACK, 4BBy PQs QR! Re Ky? 17!) May, Mails and General.—O. & O. SS. 
1—Kt to B6 1K takes R 5 Castes B Kt 17 R Kigeh Co. 
2—K to QB ch 2—-KwQ4 6PO4 Ki K2%(a) (4) Kt Kis | Wakanowra Maru, japanese steamer, 1,556, F. 
3-Q to © 4 mate 7 BxPchl(b) KxB BRK PxR W. Heston, 28h May,—Otar via ports, 25th 
1—P takes R 8 KtxPch KK Kisq 19 QxReh K B2 May, General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 
2—-KiteK7ch 2K takes Kt 99 R5  BxPen 20 R KB-q B By Hakusan Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,193, Kubota, 
3—Q wo Q 4 mate wKRq KtUKig  f2rQ Koh KK3 28th May,—Shimonoseki, 25th May, General, 
if2-Kto Kg te RxP(c) BBS 22 PxBch —PxP -#Nipoon Yusen Kaisha, 
3—Q to R sq mate 12RB3 Bek 23 R Ksq mate Olaru Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,507, Tibballs, 


1—P takes Kt (B 3) 
2—P takes R ot Ki takes 


2—-RtoK 4 z 
R 


3—Q to Kt 8 mate 
2 if 2—K takes R 





NOTES, 


ty bad move. Pto KR 3, 1 





ke» safe game, 


ce, followed by Q to K 2, would 


29th May,—Kobe, 27th May, Geneal 
Yusen Kaisha. 
Kiushiu Maru, 


"—Nippon 







panese steamer, 2,315, F. Brow 
ia ports, Kobe, 28 














3—Q to Req mate h White secures no imniediate com Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

1—P takes Kt (B 5) in material, the attack seems good 192, J. A. Amess 
2—Ki to Q8 2—P takes R enough, Kt takes P would also yield « sung! bury, goth May,—New York, aati Nov, vi 
3—-Q to O44 mate attack. Thilatjspon, 22nd otar., Kerosene Oil.—stat 


if a—Ktto Kg 
—Q R sq mate 
s2 hs 1—BwKq4 
2—Ruakes Bch 2—K takes Kt (Bs) 
3—-Rto Bs mate 

if 2—K takes Kt (B3) 
3-Q takes Kt (R8) mate 

1—B takes P 

2—Q to O4ch 2—K takes R 
3—Kt to Q8 mate 

if 2—-K takes Kt 
3—Kt takes P (Rs) mate 


Correct solutions teceived fiom W.H.S. 


This problem, although it was awarded first 
prize iw the competition, has two solutions : the 
above, which is the author's solution, and Q to Q 









Prostem No. 373. 
By Jacon Exson 

Fiom Zhe Times, Puiladelphi 
(Reichelm calls this a “ Subtlety, 

















rt 
White mates in two moves, 


Gaus No. 393. 
The following brilliant game was vecently play- 
ed al St. Petersburg. 


DANISH GAMBIT. 








ite—W, Soldstenkoff. Black—S. Durnowe. 
WHITE. BLACK. WHITE. BLACK. 
1PKqg PKy 13 R Kaq 9g 3 
2PQ4  PxP 14Q R5 #83(b) 
3POB3 PxP 15 Re By(c) P RKig 
4B QB4(a)PxP 16 Q R6 Oxke 
5 Bx Kt KB3 17 BxPch(d) KxB 
OP Ks  BKisch 118 QxRPch K B3 
7 Kt B3 Ka 19 O Rach K Ki2 
8 Kt K2 Ks 20 RK7ch RB2 
g Castles KixKt 21 QO4ch K Bq 
10 BxKt BxB 22 Bch KxR 
11 KiB Castles 23 R Keqch K Q3 
12 KtQs QxP 24 Q K5 mate 


NoTES, 

(a) Obviously all the pawns are surrendered to 
give White an open game with the attack. Black 
is said to havera better game by declining the 
third pawn. 















ia 


sly bad move, but not apparently 
so, until White has replied to i 


(c) The point is White threatens the not very 
obvious mate (if 


takes Kt) by Q takes P ch 
followed by R to 1 ‘ 
(d) Aremarkably fine ending now ensues, all 


White's moves tending to force the game. 


na diliy, (0K 





(c) B takes P would probably have been better, 
(d) The ending ts neat enongh in its way, but 


itisa 


Tas 















ther pretty ter 





AnGLo-Amurican Caste Matcu. 
tack—Herbert J-cobs (Pngland.) 


mil 


—Robinson (America.) 








pity White overlooked the mate in two by 
B takes Kt.—Singapore Free Fress, 


pation occured in the 





dard Oil Co, . 

Egremont Cagtle, British steamer, 1,834, Conby, 
goth May,—Antwerp via ports, Hongkong, 22nd 
May, General,—Sale & Co, 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 881, H. Walter, 
goth May,—Kobe, 29th May, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha, 

Sydney, French steamer, 2,081, 
May,—Marseilles via ports, Kobe, 29th’ May, 
Mails and General—M. M. S.S. Co, 

Tkai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,907, T.. Sakai, 
30." May,—Otarn via ports, 26th May, General. 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Ternick, 318t 








Anberts, goth 















May,—Nagasaki, 28th May, Coal.—Mitsu 
Bishi Co, 
Fava, British steamer, 2,733, J. Chellew, rst June, 


—London via ports, Kobe, 31st May, General. 
—P.&0O.S.N. Co. 

Ise Maru, Japanesgsteamer, 771, J. Arakawa, txt 
June,—Yokkaichi, 31st May, General.—Nippon 
Vusen Kaist 

5 Kwanon Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,805, 
acukawa, Est Jur Otary via ports, 28h 
eral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

2 Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,525, M. 
































































































game played by Mr, Herbert Jacobs. From the ada, a Jone Katie, gtst May, General. 
above position, the game tin ippon Yusen Kaisha. 
falling ene eee was captioned "as Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, T. Oka: 
peck Stach, and June,—Hakodate, 31st. May, Gene- 
a wits. BLACK. Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
B Bsq szBB3° BKi7 h steamer, 1,691. I’. H. Dobson, 
QrQeu 53BQ2. KB 2ud June,—Hongkong via ports, Kobe, 31st 
iis 54BB3 0 K K3 May, Mails & General.—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 
PKRg 1558 Q2 PKiig | Biffel Tower, British steamer, 2,063, A. J. Camps 
B B6 50BBq PxP hell, 2nd Junie,—Rangoou via Kobe, 3tst May, 
PRs 57 PxP K Bg Rice.—Mutsui Bussan Kaisha. 
RxP S8BK3 —-RxPch | St. Andrews, Norwegian steamer, 2 009, ‘Trivold, 
BR 59 BR KxB 2nd June,—New York via Suez Canal and way 
B B6 6oPRy PKy i azar & Co. 
RK6ch | 6r PxP PxP tray, 2nd 
RK 62K Kug K BO jay, Rice. 
P RO Resigns 
a Set ee 2nd 
= via ports, Shanghai 3o1h May, 
MAIL STEAMERS. Co, 
PREIS 088, Joyles, 3.d June, 
oy ms a Newchwang ', 27th May, Beans and 
lop boig acai Pex — Paes Sa. June | Venus, British steamer, 2,312, R. McGregor, 3rd 
europe ND, Loyd ohensollem a at. june 6] LWe—San Kranciscey 7h May, Mails ‘and 
Hongkong sn Ps 80. Co. Rosetta 3 Tac June 920 —0. & 0. SS. Co. 
Hongkong wes O,8 O-Co. Coptic y 3| Kaisow, British steamer, 2,529, E. Wareall, 3 d 
Te Washaw N.P, Co. Tacoma M. June ra | Jiey—Liverpool via ports, Kobe, and June, 
G Keven CyP.R-Co. Hm, ofIndia — M. June x3] _ General —W, M. Strachan & Co, 
Hongkong M.M.Co. W. June rg | Orestes, British steamer, 2,992, Joseph Pulford, 
Aimetica & 0.Go. Dorie 5 TheJunese| 3 Liverpool via posts, Kobe, 2nd June, 
Hongkong » GOP.R.Co. Em.of China Th. Jun Ge: — Butterfield & Swire. 
Hongkong .. N.P.Co, Braemar Th. June 16| Columbia, British steamer, 168% A. Gow, 3rd 
‘ nd Victor 


x Left Kobe on the 3rd j 
# Left Hongkong on the 





inst. 


3 Lefc Nagasaki on the ist inst. 
4 Left Shanghai on the rst inst 
5 Left Sas 









in Francisco on the 28th May. 


THE NEXT MAIL LEAVES 














Ss. 
—Nripara, 31st May, General. 
Kaisha. 


se steamer, 


13475 


aris 
mazu, 3rd J 
Mails and Ge 


e steamer, 1,157, G. Shi- 
nghai viA ports, 28th May, 
ral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 


apanes. 
4 —S! 























Tes Cont gPts’_| Nagopa: Maru; Japanese steamer, 1,758, P. Cot- 
Vente Su june {]) tery 3:d- June,—Otaen via puts, 36h My, 
en Be pane 4] Genteval.—Nippon Vusen Kaisha, 

Bpaeay W. June 8|Shiganoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, ¥. Mu- 

Satsuma Maru W. June 2{ fais 4th June,—Kobe, 2nd June, Generals 

Coptic th.june | Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Hohenzollern F. June to Rake Tor re oa 

Em, of lod M. June r > join a) DEPARTURES, 

poeta Ww dete | wiaviginal Holter sneer 677: EB: 

€m, of Chis ¥) ny 2 al | Gpy\qnd Antwerp. via 
pone LUNE RSE aE PANO Yusen Kaie 

need Jen HR BARN A-CHAMPAIGN 
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Bjorg, Norwegian steamer, 483, R. Nelson, 29th 
May,—Miji, Ballast. —Captain, 

Adria, German steamer, 3.501, Reuter, 29th May, 
—London, Hamburg aid Antwerp via ports, 
General.—C, Illies & Co, 

Sakura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, N. Uine- 
zono, 29th May,—Otaru via ports, General 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Pectan, British steamer, 3.123, Holliday, goth 

mburg and’ Bremen via Calcutta, 

G Samuel Saniuel & Co. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, Wm. Finch, oth 
May,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and Gene- 
tal.—O. & 0. S.S. Co. 

Wakanoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,556, F. 
W. Horton, 301 May,—Kobe, General.—Njp- 
pon Vusen Kuisha. 

Heiyen Kan 7), Japanese gunbeat, 2,185, Capt. 
KK, Olitsuka, goth May,—Tateyama, 

Kreimhild, German steamer, 1,622, Jaeger, 31st 
May,—Havre and Hamburg via ports, Gene- 
tal.—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Otaru Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,507, Tibballs, 
gist May,—-Otaru via ports, General, -Nippon 

Kaisha. 

Afridi, British steamer, 2,354, Thos. Golding, 31st 
May,—New Vork via ports and Suez Canal, 
General.—Dodwell, Carlill 8 Co. « 

Idrumi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,999, R. Nuno- 
me, gist May,—Bombay via ports, Mails and 
General, pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Rohilla, British steamer, 2,216, L. B. Lockyer, 15 

une,—Hongkong via Kobe and Nagasaki, 
Mails and Geneval.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Kinshu Maru, Japauese steamer, 2,312, F. Brown, 
ist June,—Seattle, Washington, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Kobe Maru, Japavese steamer, 1,645, R. Swain, 
1st Juney—Shanghai via ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippow Yusen Kaisha. 

Mutsu Maru, Japanese steamer, 564, Nakajima, 






































ryt June,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 
Hiogo Maru, Jananese steamer, 881, H. Walter, 





ud June—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. bs 

Thai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,907, T. Sakai, 
‘and JuneyKobe, Genetal.—Nippon Yusen 
Kasia, y 

Undaunted, Britis steamer, 2,026, Elcoate, 2nd 
June,—Moji, Ballast, China & Japan Trading 








Co. 

No. 15 Kannon Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,805, 
Y. Furukawa, 3:4 June—Kobe via Yokkaichit, 
and June, General—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Olympia, British steamer, 1,691, T. H. Dobson, 
3¢d_ June,—Victoria, B.C., and Tacoma, Wash, 
Mails and General.—Dodwell Carlill, & Co. 














PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 
Per British steamer Gaelic, from San Francisco 
R. Will W.H. 





Walker, Mr. Wu 
Cameron, Mr. W. A. Behrens, 


M. Treglown, 





Belens, Mr. & Mrs. A. L. Gibbs and 2 children, 
Mrs. R. Pollak, and Mr, K. Yenomoto, in cabin 
For Shanghai:—Dr. H. W. Doone, Miss Lizzie 
Varney, De. J Mr. Ed. R. Lyman, Mr. 

F. H. Haskell and child, 
jc. Martin J. Eagav, Mr. G. H. N. 
Chas. E. Eckles, and Mrs. E. Eckels 
and infant, in cabin, 

Per French steamer Sydney, f 
via ports:—Mr. Pereira and be tand Mes 
Jame, child and amah, Mr. Benoisi, Mr. Lag 
iange, Mr. Gilanton, Mr. Shigeta, Mr. Jacquemy» 
and boy, Mr, Kei Me. Claudel, Miss Joubert 
and amah, Mr. Emmanuel and boy, Mi. M. 
. Hychars, Mes. Endelio, Mr 
ja Fonseca, Mr. Raspe, Mr. Pollak, 
Mes, Merriman, Mr, Hewitt, and Miss Hewitt, i» 
cabin, 

Per British steamer Fava, from London via 
ports:—Mr. J. L. Bagshawe, and Mr C. Ab 
doolla, in cabin, 

Per British steamer Olympia, from Hongkong 
via ports !—Mr. and Mes. G. B. Dadwell, Rev 
and Mrs. H. L. Bleby, Rev. G. M. Cutting, and 
Capt. J. M. Hay, in cabin; 64 Chinese, and 16 

















» Marseilles 







































Jananece, in steerage. 
Per Japanese steamer Satsuma Maru, from 
hanghai, via ports :—Staff Surgeon Shuttleworth, 





Chin You Foo, Mr, F. scott, Mr, S. I 
saki, Mr. and Mrs. Jaischu and child, Mr. Y. 
Kawasaki, Mr. and Mrs, J. Watanabe, Col. M. 
Kawamura, Lt, aud Mes. N. Minoda, and Me, 











Thomas, in cabin; Miss Shimizn Li, Mes. Wing 
Sang, Me. Lo, Loo Dong, Mr. J. Ounan, Me. T. 
Mr. G. Aikawa, Mes. Aikawa, Mr. and 





1, Vezawa, Mi. K, Watanabe 
tanabe, Miss M. Wapay 





second class; 38 Japanese, and 8 Chinese, in 
sleerage 
Per British steamer Columbia, from Tacoma, 
Wash,, via Victoria, B.C.:—M jJ.w. Aleksief, 
and Mr, A. J. Chalfout, in cabin’; 2 European, 
and 24 Chinese, in steerage. 
DEPARTED, 


Per British steamer Gaelic, for Hongkong via 




















ports :—Miss May, Mr. W. ‘T. Rogers, Mr. G 
W. Sayer, Mr. S.D, Hepburn, Mr. B. H. Pear- 
son, Mrs. A. Carrew, Mr. and Mrs, J. W. Burd, 





Mu. H. B, Goodfellow, Mr, C. Ma : 
Barnby, Mr. HE. Suagge, Mes. Bertram, child 
and amah, and Mr. F. B. Pocklington, in cabin. 

Per British steamer Rohilla, tor Hongkong vi 
ports:—Capt. F. Muvay, Mr. Danby, Lieut.« 
Cal, and Mic, Whitley, Miss Pepper, Mr. and 
Mis. Birch, infamt and amah, Mr. W. B. Meek, 
Mr. A. W. Gillingham, and Mc. C. R. G, Bishop, 


3.3 Chinese, in'steerage. 


ini, Mr. E. A. 














CARGO. 

‘The following are the shipments of Tea and Silk 
per NY.K2s steamer Kinshiu Maru, for Seattle, 
Wash, 1st June — 








TRA. 
— 713 959 = 
36 — — = — 396 
395 713 959 — — 2,068 
SILK. 





Shanghai... 
Hongkong 
Yokohama 





steamer Rohilla, for Hongkong via 
Raw Silk for Entope, 133 bales; Waste 











the silk shippers per N.P, steamer 
Tacoma, Wash, on June ed — 
Bales. 


Following a 
Olympia, to 











Steber Brennwald & Co. .. 
Bavier & Co. 

Middleton & Smith 
The Doshinsha . 






Total ses sieses: 








LATEST COMMERKCIAT, 

ea eee 
IMPOR’ 
With a view probably to the new tariff, in 
porters are still accumulating large stocks of 
cottons and woollens, but business is still very 





dull, Following are the quotations (nominal). 
COPLOT MKC GOODS, 
Uivey dha tings Hi, x84 yds. syimches $2 55 to 





Hi yids. 4g inches 





ae 2.85 to 3.35 












200 to 3.75 











teens lac van vant, 
it3e nee 015 to 0.35 
WOOLLENS. ram vane 


10.30 ts 0.50 
0.28 to 0.48 


8 30 to 0324 








Malian Cloth, go yrets, 32 inch 
Ce ny 












0.25 twoa7h 
ap 

tS twu 22 

Cloths—Pilots, 55 @ 56 incl 0.35 100.50 
Clotha—Prenidents, 5 4 @ 56 i 0.60 to 0.74 
Cloths—Union, 54 04 54 nce oso (00.85, 

fet .3to sth, 

sl 0 §0 two 60 








175 to 
0.60 t0 1.00 
























Mus. 16 24, 5 38.50 
Noa. 28/32, 39.00 to 41.50 
Nos. 38/42, 43.50 to 45.50 
Nos. 32, Doubles 42.00 to 43.50 
Nos. 42, Doubles 47.00 to 50.50 
Nos. 1/60, Plain 61.00 to 63.00 
Nos. 2/80, Plain 750010 70.30 
Nos. 2/100, Plain 99.00 to 99.00 
Nos, 2/60, Gassed 6950 to 76.50 
Nos. 2 80, Gassed 85.00 to 90.00 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed 114.00 to 124.00 
RAW COTTON. 
American Middling $20.00 to 20" 





Indian roach. 0-00 




















Chinese... 21.50 to 22 00 
ee MITTS 
Maricet inactive at about last week's prices. 
Rowwa e4 inch. and upward.3.95 to 4.20 
PI assorted 420 to 4.50 
3.10 to $.20 
B30 to 1.00 


6.50 to 7.50 
5.90 to 6.00 
12.05 to 2.10 
100 to 5.25 


42.00 to 2.07 
1.95 to 2.05 
1.85 








«$5.90 to 6.00 
» $95 to 6.c0 
own | 4:30 lo 4.90 
Brown Canton 4:75 lo 6.10 
White Java and Penang 7.00 to 7-70 
White Retined 7.30 10 9.40 
EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK, 


The amount in stock is 6,641 boxes, and ship- 
ments to America and Europe diving the week 






































have amounted to slightly over 800 bales. Quota- 
tions nominally at last week's rates, 
= QUOTATIONS, 
Filatures—Ifetre g'1t, 10/14 dense Nominal 
Filatures—Fextra 13/15) 14/16 dett....su.8930 to 940. 
Filatures—No. t» 10) “ + 850 to B60 
Filatures—No.o, 19/15, 04! t 840 to B50 
Filatures—No. 14, to/t4 deniers 840 to 830 
f es—No. 16, 04717 den, ven 820 tO. 830 
Filatures—=to. 2, 10/15 den 810 to 820 
oa tik den 790 to 80u 
35, 8g) e ab B10 to 820 





Re-teels—No. 
Re-teels—No. 
Re-reels—No. 





Kaledas—lxiee 
Nowe 
Kakedas—No. 14 








“. Nominal 








NOTE.—Thirly years Profesor of Hatr Sp 





Laboratory, 





‘This EXTRACT 1s INVALUABLE to 





Tt is NOT A DYE, but the colouring principle of 


and will positively restore the coloar true 


1s to the Honourable Benehers of the Inner Temple. 


GEO. COURTICE & CO.,, 
8, Bishop’s Court, 

(Late 234, 
PRICES: 2s. 6d., 33. 6d., 5s., 10s./ iaistice 1s_ per BOTTLE. 


saiteukle 


S, as 





1 GRE HISKERS 


EYEBROWS, &. . 
GEO. COURTICE’S 
CONCENTRATED 
EXTRACT OF NUT GALLS 


Has been thoroughly teste 








cd in all parts of the world for 
v ofa Century, 


concentrated form, perfectly harmless, 
ure in TWO HOURS. 


nt. 6 
ton 





Chancery Lane, 
STRAND). 


London 


res'the! Colour cl 





lose to the Skins 
IC AT 






June 4, 1898.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 





603 





WASTE SILK. 
There have been practically no purchases during 
the week, and the stock at preseat amounts to 
7,858 boxes. Quotations nominal. 





QuoTATIONS, 














Good 
Medium. 





0: 
NoshiOahi 
N -Oshu. 
‘Shit 





115 to 120 
100 to 110 
goto 95 
Soto 65 
s5to s7t 
95 to 100 
85 to 90 
2sto 30 
20 to 224 





A. 


Very large shipments have been made during 
the past week, and the market has been extremely 
active, as much as 338,000 catties changing 
hands ina day. Prices of the very best teas show 
a slight tendency to decline, while the lower 
priced leaf has an upward tendency, 





QUOTATIONS, 






$32 to 33 
$29.50 to 31 
$27.50 to 18 
$25 to 26 

Nomin: 
Nominal. 





EXCHANGE. 


Silver from London } higher and steiling quo- 
tations from China } higher have caused rates on 
China to rule lower, whilst otherwise there is no 
change, closing quotations for the mail per steamer 
Olympia being as under. 

Stevling—Bapk T.T, sesevesees 
Bills on demand 
— 4 months’ sight 
Private 4 months’ sight 
6 months’ sight 
asin—Bank sight 
Private 4 months’ sight... 














SOFT WHITE 










Dry thera thorou, 
ftrooly with CUTIC 


Feyerish 
Palins, and 
Shapeless Nails 
with 










‘world. Pritieh 
Boas, Landi 
Hole Prope, 









On Bank Bills on demand. 
Private 4 months’ sigh 
Germany—Bank sight. 
Private ¢ months sig 
Bauk wight, 
Vrivate todayy’ sigh 
Shanghat—IMauk aight 
Private 60 days’ sighs 
Tadine- Bank aight 
Privwie 39 slays’ sight 
Key Silver (London) 














Ow lh 





Oe 


Ow 








WANTED. 


OM of the largest Exerish Leatner and 
‘Textice Macuine Buctine, also Rupper, 
Manuracturgrs, require a SOLE AGENT 
for the whole of Japan, An influential man 
only need apply, Address, “C.U.LR..” care 
of Messrs, Deacon's Advertising Offices, 154, 
Leadenhall Street, London, 


May 28th, 1898. 





gins, 








(acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 


VERANDAHS, BALCOMIS, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIKS, ROOFS, 





ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMKKOUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS To SUIT DIFFERENT RKQUIREMENTS, 








t TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application, 


ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c, 


MACFARLANE'’S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 














APPARATUS 


| Non-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 

1 and Street Wastiers. 

Garden Watering Boxes and 
Apparatus. 


Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast. 
Iron Cocks and Valves. 


E. QUESNIER, E.¢.?., 


Engineor and Gock Mn‘r., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 


Hydropathic and Massage Aipart 
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| ""Wapout Baths (Berthe sysiein)- 
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A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


Tue OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitied up 10 
January 1st, 1896, 


GRINDING MAGHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
Soap, perfumery, and chemicals, 


MIXING, GRUSHI AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


Address Messrs. (. ROHDE & Co., 
YOKOHAMA. 
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LEA & PERRINS' 






OBSERVE THAT THE . 
SIGNATURE 
18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 
OUTSIDE WRAPPER 


of every Bottle of the 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; 
and Export Oilmen generally. 


=== SAUCE. 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 
Worcester ; 








1898, 46ins. 
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MILKMAIN 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain sll the cream of the original milk. 
nm the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is romoved, nothing but the best 
rofined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 
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Physician's Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and Gravel; the 
P| safestand most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sict 
ness of Pregnancy. 








Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Billous Affections. 
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ATKINSON’S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE... 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING, IN 
jOT OR CROWDED ROOMB. 
A true natural berfune 
from flowers. 
Not a Chemical’ Preparation. 


“AOLINE” PERFUME. “Most Refreshing.” 
“AOLINE” ToiLeT soap 
for the Complexion, 
“AOLINE” TOILET POWDER imparts » 
delighifat bloom to the complexion, 
“AOLINE” SACHETS. Delightful for Handker- 
» Gloves, &e. 
“AOLINE” TOILET CREAM, Soficning and 
beautifying for the complexion, 








Of all 
E. ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 


“ACharmingScont.”—H.R.H.The Duchessot Yor 
January rst, 1898, ly: 











GENERAL CATALOGUE 


BUYERS’ GUIDE 


ISSUED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 


THE GREAT MAIL ORDER HOUSE. 


Chicago, U.S.A, 
IS THE MOST COMPLETE IN THE WORLD 


It has more than 14,000 {Ilustrations, about 40,000 
Quotations of prices, weighs 2%, pounds. and 
contains over 

or use is listed in 


mre 
necessary, 10, but you, in touch, with our 
hetnods. ‘Send us your address and Ww 
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Montgomery Ward & Co., 
111 to 120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U. S. A. 











THE GRETEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIM! 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitatep 
constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can de maintained by the use of these Pills 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘JAPAN 
Wark Mat” must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
guarantee of good faith. 4 
It is oarticularly reauested that all letters on business 
\ddressed to the MANaGuR, and Cheques be made 
le to same: and that literary contributions be 
sed to the Epitor. 
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VoKoHaMa: 





BIRTH. 

On the 7th of June, at 172, Bluff, the wile of 
Mi, F. STRAHLER, of a daughter. 

DEATHS. 

At Asniéres (France), Mr. Evouarp Capon, 
beloved father of Madame Pan! Colomb. (By 
telegrain), 

On June 7th, at Cliff Field, Nagasaki, Ken- 
nut MacEwan, the beloved son of Mr.and Mis. 
A. P. MacEwen, of Hongkong. Aged 2 years, 
4 months, 








SUMWARY OF NEWS. 





‘Tue death has occurred of Mr. Plimsoll, the 
sailor's friend and practical philanthropist, 


Tue Agricultural and Commercial Bank for 
Fukuoka Prefecture opened on the 11th inst, 


Mortvu won a start-from-scratch sculling race for 
members of the Y.A.R.C. ou Thursday evening. 





~ down at Hongkong, 


Tax plague is dy 
very bad at Amoy, 


Bombay aud Calcutta, bu 








AsMatt fire occurred in China town, Yoko- 
hama on Tuesday evening ; the damage was 
trivial, 


A Forrtoner who has been obtaining goods b: 


| Tonic Sol-fa Choral Society is announced to 
's} take place on July rst. 


‘Z|AN Orange riot has occurred at Belfast, the 


and protests against the tax, 


3)THe N.Y.K.'s steamer 





false pretences in Yokohama Kybprgnd wl 
an 


where, was arree@ed f-Ouo Ul 


at Kobe, 


Tue Duke of York has left Portsmouth in com- 
mand of the cruiser Crescen/ ona three months’ 
cruise, 
By a fire that broke out in Kobe on Thursday 
night, Messrs. Averill’s"tea-firing godowns were 
completely destroyed. 


Tue eighth concert of the Yokohama Juvenile 


Ir is reported that the half-yearly dividend of 
the Nippon Yusen Kaisha will be at the rate of 
8 per cent. per annum. 


mob driving the police back to barracks. 
Troops were called out'and quiet was eventually 
restored. 
Tue U.S. Government has resolved to raise 
war revenue by taxing (ea ten cents. per pound 
Japanese merchants are sending in memorials 








Tue latest reports of the Nacetsm fire states 
that 1,618 houses were destroyed, one partially 
damaged, 6 lives lost, 7 persons seriously injur- 
ed, and 59 slighily injured. 





Wakanoura Maru 
arrived at Yokohama on the 6th instant from 
Kobe with 130 oxen and cows. Forty died on 
the voyage from the rolling of the ship. 


A vary severe storm passed over East Central 
Japan on Sunday, doing great damage. As a 
consequence, railway traffic between Kobe and 
Yokohama was interrupted until Friday. 


Tue Lower House was suspended on three 
days this week, the matter in dispute between 
it and the Cabinet being the new taxation mea- 
tures. It was finally dissolved on the roth inst. 


Reports have reached New York that 5,000 
Americans have landed near Santiago de Cuba, 
their landing being covered by the fire of some 
of Admiral Sampson's ships, joined by 3,000 
insurgents, 





Tue law for encouraging shipbuilding and 
navigation is about to be revised in the sense of 
tendering foreign-bailt ships ineligible for sub- 
sidies if placed on the register after the autumn 
of next year. 


Cart, Gridley, U.S.N., of the U.S, flagship 
Olympia, died at Kobe on Monday, having been 
invalided home from Manila, Ou Thursday an 
impressive funeral service was held in Yoko- 
hama over his remain: 





Matters remain quiet at Manila pending the 
arrival of the U.S. troops, Reports are freely 
current of Spanish defeats by Philippine re- 
volters, and Cavite and Imus arein the hands of 
either the Americans or the Filippinos, 


Mr. Oxt Mortxata—so well-known in Yoko- 
hama—has been appointed Governor of Osaka, 
vice Mr. Tokito, appointed to Miyasaki Pre 
fecture. Baron Senda, the Governor of Miyasaki, 
was released from office on the 3¢d instant, 








ADMIRAL SaMPson telegraphs to the Washing- 
ton Admiralty that he bombarded the Santiago 
forts for three hours on Monday, completely 
silencing them, The Spanish admit that the 
cruiser Reina Mercedes was stuck by a suell, 
her commander and six men killd, and seven- 
teen wounded. Besides three y officers 
were killed and eighteen soldiers wounded, 
Bhe damage to.the batteries is suid’ to be une} 
portant, 2 








“STAGNATION " has become a trite saying now- 
a-days among commercial folk in Yokohama: 
but no other word defines the situation, There 
is absolutely nothing doing in Imports—yarns, 
grey shirtings, fancy cottons, woollens, all tell 
the same lale—no business passing, no change 
in prices. The metal market much over- 
seems likely to lust 
Certainly there have been 
a few feeble enquiries for light weight tin-plates, 
but these were all at prices. far below home 
cost. Kerosene remains weak, which perhaps is 
only naturi this time of year, and quotations 
are reported as unchanged. ‘The sugar market 
is much easier, Browns declining some 20 to 
40 sen per picul, while Whites have advanced 
25 sen. The volume of business done during 
the week has beew amall, dealers being mostly 
occupied in clearing previous settlements. 













Turning to exports we note that demand has 
continued good from the United States for 
filatures, and sellers being willing to meet buyers 
ess has resulted at a 
Favourable reports 
A 






fair to medium bi 
slight decline in price 
are coming in regarding the new crop. 
litle business has been done in 
without change in prices. A large and 
steady business has been done in tea, and 
prices have. steadily advanced for the lower 
grades. The news of the new duty imposed by 
the United States has caused some commotion 
in the market and towards the close of the 
week little or nothing was done for forward de- 
livery ; stocks on offer are very large. The 
lower tendency in the home copper market has 
not affected the article here, for, as a matier of 
fact, there is no copper available for delivery in 
Japan earlier next year, Fish-oil is stag- 
nant, dealers asking too much to render export 
profitable. 

















eee See 

The re-assembling of the House of Re- 
presentatives yesterday after its suspen- 
sion of three days was anticipated with 
much curiosity. Every available space in 
the strangers’ gallery, the Reporters’ Box, 
the Peers’ Box, and the Diplomatic Box 
was occupied, and the attendance of the 
members themselves was exceptionally 
full, no less than 292 being in their places. 
On the Ministerial Bench were seated the 
Ministers of State for Foreign Affairs, for 
the Navy, for War, and for Agriculture 
and Commerce. In the natural order of 
procedure the debate on the Bill for in- 
creasing the Land Tax should have been 
resumed immediately after the reading of 
the various reports that have usually to 
be made. But it had become known that 
leave would be asked to introduce a Re- 
presentation urging the Government to 
adopt measures for re-assessing the tax- 
able value of the land, and that upon the 
fate of the Representation would depend 
the attitude of the House towards the 
Land-Tax Bill. In other words, a plan of 
compromise had been elaborated since 
the 7th instant, when the House's sittings 
were suspended ; the plan being that if 
the Government, on its side, agreed to 
undertake re-assessment, the House'should 
pass the Bill for increasing the Land Tax. 
It was known, we say, that such a plan 
had been devised, but it was not known 
how many supporters it commanded, nor 
col that vital point be tested until a 
yotenwas |taken|¢n the House. Hence 
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very great excitement prevailed in the 
galleries and lobbies as to the reception 
that would be accorded to the Repre- 
sentation. Would permission be given by 
the House for the introduction of the Re- 
presentation prior to resuming the debate 
on the Tax Bill; and if permission were 
given, would the Representation be ad- 
opted? There was no difficulty in per- 
ceiving that the members themselves had 
not been able to obtain any certain know- 
ledge beforehand of the result. They were 
plainly so excited and anxious that there 
appeared to be considerable probability of 
atumultuous scene. Mr. Bando Kangoro, 
an Independent member, had undertaken 
to steer the Representation. But no 
sooner did he ask that precedence be given 
to it—in other words, that it should be 
brought forward for discussion prior to 
the Land-Tax Bill which stood first on the 
Order of the Day—than the ex- 
tremists raised a question as to the 
lawfulness of such a proceeding. The 
Standing Orders provide that after the 
discussion on a Bill has commenced, it 
can not be interrupted for the purpose of 
giving precedence to any other question 
unless the connexion between the two is 
so intimate that to continue the discus- 
sion of the former without deciding the 
latter would be inexpedient. Did any 
such connexion exist between the Re- 
assessment Representation and the Land- 
Tax Bill? Of course every one knew that 
the most intimate connexion really existed 
between them ; that, in short, a very large 
number of members would vote for the 
Bill it the House endorsed the Repre- 
sentation, But that was exactly what the 
extremists wanted to prevent, and, under 
any circumstances, it would have suited 
their purpose to betray the supporters of 
the Representation into some admission 
of their compromising mood. The wonder- 
ful Mr. ‘Tanaka Shozo found here an op- 
portunity after his own heart, He is 
endowed with a temper which renders him 
scarcely responsible for his acts, and has 
brought more discredit on the House than 
any other element in its composition. 
Scarcely had leave been asked to in- 
troduce the Representation than Mr. 
Tanaka was on his feet, shouting and 
gesticulating, and the next moment saw 
him in the rostrum, delivering a red-faced, 
sputtering rebuke to the President, and 
shaking off two sergeants who sought to 
restrain him. Despite his ebullitions of 
violence Mr. Tanaka is much liked and 
esteemed, as indeed le deserves to 
be, and several prominent members of 
the Progressist Party, to which he be- 
longs, soon led him back to his place. 
But he had applied the match to the 
House’s smouldering excitement, and 
soon afterwards, when the President 
announced that a closed ballot would be 
taken, not to decide the question of pre- 
cedence for the Representation, but 
simply to decide what form the voting 
about that question should assume— 
namely, an open ballot or a closed—. 
another tumult arose, Mr. Wada Hikojiro 
following Mr. Tanaka’s example, and 
undertaking to read the President a face- 
to-face lecture. Half-a-dozen members 
made their way to the rostrum at this stage, 
and one honorable gentleman was seen 
shoving another down the steps. Order 
was quickly restored, however, and the 
House proceeded to decide by closed ballot 
whether its vote about the Representation 
should be by open, or by closed ballot, 

















may vot at first sight seem significant. It 
is necessary to explain, therefore, that 
during the three days of the House’s sus- 
pension, the question of increasing the 
Land Tax had greatly disturbed the cohe- 
sion of the political parties. A large 
number of Liberals were believed to have 
embraced the Government’s cause ; others 
were said to be ready to embrace it if 
they could do so without severing their 
counexion with the Party; and others, 
again, were thought to be so influenced 
by the prospect of dissolution that they 
would gladly support the Land Tax Bill 
provided that no loss of credit were 
involved in doing so. An open ballot, 
that is to say, a ballot in which the 
voting papers are unsigned, would leave 
the trimmers free to act as they pleased, 
whereas a closed ballot would place 
everybody’s signature on record and 
thus expose him to all the consequences 
of his opinion. Hence the importance of 
deciding the fashion of voting. A point 
of that nature is generally settled by a 
show of hands, but, as we have said, the 
President ruled on this occasion that it 
should by settled by closed ballot. Thus 
there resulted this curious situtation, 
namely, that the House proceeded to 
determine by the method of closed ballot 
whether its manner of voting with regard 
to precedence for the Representation 
should be by open or by closed ballot! A 
most complicated kind of procedure, in 
truth, for when “a vote by closed ballot is 
taken, all the members have to file through 
the rostrum and deliver their voting cards 
to a secretary, while another secretary 
reads the roll aloud, and finally the 
cards have to be sorted, examined, and 
counted. However, the House seemed 
quite contented to approach the final 
result by these leisurely stages, and the 
members sauntered through the processes 
of the first ballot with all the nonchalance 
imaginable. The result was 164 in favour 
of a closed ballot, 127 against, and 1 
invalid vote. The declaration of these 
numbers was received with some clapping 
of hands. But a paltry demonstration, 
though every one understood that the 
vote settled the fate not only of the Re- 
assessment Representation but also of 
the Land-Tax Bill. A few moments were 
suffered to intervene, and then the Pre- 
sident announced the taking of another 
closed ballot to determine whether leave 
should be given for introducing the 
Re-assessment Representation in ad- 
vance of the Land-Tax Bill. The result 
of this second ballot was a foregone 
conclusion. The House refused permis- 
sion by 165 votes to 127, and thus the Re- 
presentation did not come up for debate, 
It was all done in the quietest and least 
demonstrative way. When the Chief 
Secretary read out the figures of the ballot, 
half-a-dozen members clapped their hands, 
and the Order of the Day was reverted to 
just as though nothing momentous had 
taken place. Only two members spoke 
about the Land ‘Tax Bill. One was the 
imperturbable and painfully deliberate 
Mr. Sassa Tomofusa. He did not betray 
the least semblance of emotion, but deli- 
vered himself of a few well-balanced sen- 
tences, to the effect that whatever party 
politicians might say or amateur financiers 
assert, the Stale must pay its way; that 
money must be found for the purpose ; 
that increased taxation was the natural 
and proper way of finding it, and that 
men who denied the people’s capacity 











The difference between the two i wire) to 4 burdens spoke in defi- 
itized k N 








ance of their own convictions. Mr. Arai 
Shogo followed; the glib Mr. Arai 
who, in the first session of the Diet, 
proved more than once that he could reel 
off a two hours’ speech as easily as a 
housewife spins cotton,’ but who, after 
that early promise of terrible eloquence, 
subsided into seven years’ silence. Mr. 
Arai ascended the rostrum with an air of 
placid satisfaction, and in a moment a 
rain of words began to patter on the ears 
of the House; words directed to prove 
that the Government’s alleged need of 
money to meet next year’s expenditures 
was fictitious, since by deferring the 
transfers of the prison expenditures to the 
Treasury and abandoning the idea of in- 
creasing by 7 millions the fund for annual 
amortization of the national debt, a 
saving of ro} millions could be effected, 
which, added to 22 millions that would 
remain from the Indemnity, should suffice 
to balance the accounts for 1898-9, thus 
leaving leisure to debate the question of 
taxation with due care and deliberation. 
Mr. Arai had not stood in the rostrum for 
many minutes when the House began to 
show signs of impatience, and a member 
called out that he was running the risk of 
becoming a second Hamaguchi and hav- 
ing his speech cut in half by the dissolu- 
tion of the Diet. Acting upon that hint, 
or concluding, perhaps, that there was 
nothing to be gained by thrashing a dead 
horse, Mr. Arai returned to his seat. A 
dead horse the Land-Tax Bill unquestion- 
ably was, for when a closed ballot pre- 
sently came to be taken for its Second 
Reading, only 27 members out of 278 were 
found in favour of it. We can not remiem- 
ber that such an overwhelming majority 
has ever previously been recorded in the 
annals of the House. Three defective 
ballots were cast, but, as they 
all blue, it may be said that 251 voted 
against the Bill and only 27 for it. Of 
course these figures do not represent the 
opinion of the House as to the advisability 
or necessity of increasing the Land Tax. 
They merely show that the Representa- 
tives were not prepared to pass the mea- 
sure unless it was accompanied by a 
scheme for re-assessment, and unless it was 
submitted in the regular session contem- 
poraneously with the Budget of Expendi- 
tures which the proceeds of the tax are in- 
tended to meet. The result of the ballot 
provoked some applause and a little merri- 
ment. The members understood very 
well that they had burned their ships behind 
them, and when the President passed to 
the next item on the Order of the Day, 
there was a half-hearted attempt to sus. 
pend the proceedings until the Govern- 
ment’s course could be declared. But the 
general sense of the House was in favour 
of carrying on the business as though 
nothing special had occurred, and ac- 
cordingly nearly the whole of the items 
on the Order, twenty-three in number, 
were expeditiously dealt with, the great 
majority of them being handed to Special 
Committees. It was easy to see, how- 
ever, that the House knew itself to be 
on the verge of dissolution, for it conduct- 
ed its business in a listless, distraught 
manner, and was counted out at 3.40 
pn. The expected bolt had not yet 
fallen, but the delay was merely a ques- 
tion of legislative convenience. The 
Government desired to keep the Peers in 
session until the Supplementary Budget 
for last year and certain other Bills could 
be passed. hat done, the sentence of 
ssolutiod)iWwas ipediiounced at 5 p.m. 
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AMENDMENT OF THE LAW FOR 
ENCOURAGING NAVIGATION. 
. ——— 4+ 

In the session of the Diet immediately 
following the war with China, the Govern- 
ment submitted a Bill covering a project 
of law for the encouragement of naviga- 
tion and shipbuilding. The wisdom of the 
measure was not queried by any political 
section, and it passed with slight amend- 
Last year, when reviewing the 
condition of Japanese finance, we pointed 
to the operation of this Law as a probable 
factor of economical disturbance. Our 
estimate was that a sum of six or seven 
million yen annually would have to be ap- 
propriated in connection with the Law, 
whereas the Government did not seem to 
anticipate an expenditure greater than 
one half of that amount. It would ap- 
pear that experience has indicated the 
deficiency of the official calculation, for 
a bill has been now been submitted 
to the Diet providing extensive altera- 
tions of the Law. The first Article 
of the Law enacts that a steel or iron ship 
of a certain minimum displacement, flying 
the Hag of Japan, owned by a Japanese 
subject or by a company of which the 
partners or shareholders are all Japanese 
and plying between Japan and a foreign 
country, or between different foreign ports, 
shall be entitled to encouragement money. 
From this Article it is now proposed to 
elide the words we have italicized, namely, 
“between different foreign ports.” That 
is not a very important alteration. So 
far as we know, there are no Japanese 
ships now engaged plying between foreign 
ports, and, under existing financial cir- 
cumstances, it seems a little romantic that 
a bounty should be paid out of public 
funds for such an enterprise. But the 
second amendment is very radical. The 
Law emunerates three kinds of ships as 
ineligible for encouragement money :— 
—Ships registered as Japanese after the com- 


4 into operation of the Law, and being fi 
old, dating from the time of cot 


ments. 








3.—Ships used om any rute under special order 
of the Government, 

To these three classes it is now pro- 
posed to add the following : 

4o—Ships built in foveig jes And repistere 
edas Japanese after October tst, 1899. 
The addition of such a clause obviously 
means that after October tst, 1899, no 
ps will be added to the list of those 
receiving encouragement money. Practi- 
cally speaking, the facilities for ship- 
building in Japan are almost mi, The 
Mitsubishi and the Kawasaki are the only 
yards in the country, and neither of them 
can do more than put together. materials 
furnished from abroad. ‘The first vessel 
of any considerable size was recently 
launched from the Mitsubishi yard, and our 
readers have some idea of the difficulties 
that beset the enterprise. The work was 
done to the order of the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, and is said to have resulted in a 
loss of seventy or eighty thousand yer to 
the dockyard. It is not likely that another 
undertaking of the same kind will be 
essayed. In short, Japan is not yet able 
to build her own ships, and, unless she goes 
abroad to buy them, she condemns herself 
to work with the mercantile marine now in 
her possession and no more. Nor can she 
even maintain that marine at its present 
strength. For example, the Nippon ve 


Kaisha have had twelve Gssg 











ed for their services to foreign countries 
and the Toyo Kisen Kaisha bave ordered 
three large vessels for the San Francisco 
line. After the 1st of October, 1899, any 
losses occurring in these fleets will have 
to be replaced by vessels built in Japan, 
unless the subsidy be foregone, and to 
forego the subsidy means a losing busi- 
ness. The conclusion is that the Govern- 
ment has determined to limit the bounty 
system to ships placed upon foreign lines 
before October of next year. Small 
steamers which can be constructed in 
Japan will still be eligible, but small 
steamers can scarcely hope to compete 
on over-sea routes. There is another 
amendment: namely, that the period of 
the Law’s operation, originally fixed at 
20 years and changed by the House of 
Representatives to 15, be now altered to 
17. That is a minor point. 





‘The Minister of State for Communica- 
tions has made a statement about the 
proposed amendment of the Law for 
Encouraging Navigation and Shipbuilding. 
His Excellency attended a meeting of the 
Special Committee entrusted with the 
duty of reporting upon the projected in- 
crease of the Sake Tax, and gave the 
following information :—After the passing 
of the Law in 1896, the Government in- 
cluded in the Budget for 1896-7 an appro- 
priation of 292,000 yen as the probable 
expenditure under the Law, but, in point 
of fact, no part of that amount was spent. 
Coming, however, to the year 1897-8, 





thing like 34 vessels were likely to qualify 
for encouragement money, and an appro- 
priation of 1,720,000 yen was consequent- 
ly put into the Budget. But the forecast 
was not verified. Some of the shipowners 
who had been expected to apply made 
no move; some vessels that might have 
been eligible were lost ; some that should 
have been completed ‘were delayed’ by 
the engineers strike in England. In 
fine, only five qualified, and the sums 
allotted did not exceed 718,000 yen, or 
less than one half of the estimated amount. 
It is now pretty well known what ships 
are likely to claim the benefits promised 
by the Law. Their number .is calcu- 
lated at 25, and in addition to the sum 
of 1,720,000 yes which the Govern- 
ment, working with last year’s Budget, 
becomes entitled to devote to shipping 
bounties this year (1898-9), a further 
sum of 3,090,000 yen is asked for. (There 
is a little obscurity about this point, but 
we apprehend that the amount included 
in the Supplementary Budget must be 
additional to that carried in last year’s 
estimate, on which hypothesis the total ap- 
propriation for 1898-9 becomes 4,810,000 
yen). Judging from the financial condi- 
tions existing at present in Japan, it does 
not appear probable that any new ships 
will be ordered abroad for some time. 
Only two, of 3,000 tons each and 12 knots 
speed, are likely to be added to the list 
next year. Still the Government thinks 
it advisable not to pledge the country to 
an unlimited programme of ‘expenditure in 
connexion with the working of this Law, 
and from that point of view it is proposed 
to amend it, in the sense that no foreign- 
built ships placed on the register after 
October, 1897, shall be eligible. The 
Minister added that in the total expendi- 
ture of 4,810,000 yeu, subsidies were in- 
cluded for the Hakodate-Korskovsk, the 
Niigata-Vladivostock, and the Yangtsze- 


ou lines. 





VHE LAX ON TEA. 


* 

There is naturally a good deal of un- 
easiness among tea manufacturers and 
dealers owing to the determination of the 
United States Government to impose a 
tax of ten cents per pound on tea, for the 
purpose of meeting war expenses. Japan’s 
total export of tea in 1897 was 42,508,988 
Ibs. valued in the export returns at 
7,762,958 yen. Out of that total, the 
portion sent to the United States aggre- 
gated 34,590,770lbs., and was valued at 
6,492,220 yen, being an average of some- 





careful investigations indicated that some- | = 








thing less than 19 sen per pound. A tax 
of 10 cents, or 20 sem, per pound con- 
sequently means that the tea will have to 
pay an impost greater than its price at the 
place of export. Such a tax would be 
very onerous under any circumstances, 
but it becomes doubly serious in view of 
the fact that the tax upon coffee is mot 
altered. The Central Tea Guild of Japan 
has addressed a long memorial on the 
subject to the Foreign Office in Tokyo, 
urging that steps be taken (o approach 
the United States Governinent with the 
view of inducing it to reconsider the pro- 
ject. The memorialists declare their belief 
that the tax will kill the trade, They lay 
much stress on the fact that America was 
the means of opening Japan to foreign 
commerce over forty years ago, and 
that a strong sentiment of gratitude 
and friendliness is entertained by 
this nation towards the United States. 
They think that the sentiment will be 
greatly impaired if the proposed tax 
is imposed. Moreover, it can not be 
called a protective tax, since America 
has no tea-growing industry to foster. It 
will, therefore, be regarded in Japan as a 
measure showing unfriendly want of con- 
sideration, especially since the duty on 
coffee is not raised. The present is a 
difficult era in Japan’s finances. She is 
carrying on various enterprises of national 
importance which strain her resources 
and necessitate the expenditure of large 
sums in foreign counties. Already the 
balance of trade is heavily against her, 
and she can not afford to have the position 
made worse by the destruction of the 
tea-export business. The memorialists 
further point out that this country is 
steadily becoming a larger purchaser of 
articles supplied by the United States, and 
that people of the Great Republic should 
regard it as a customer deserving fr 
ly treatment. We can well appre 
the feelings of the tea-producers and 
dealers under the circumstances, but we 
doubt greatly whether the memorial will 
do any good. 











FOREIGN ADVISERS ON PRISON 


AFFAIRS. 
Posresdicaicast ey 
It was stated some time ago that the 
Government contemplated employing 


three foreigners in the capacity of ad- 
visers on prison affairs, and that their 
emoluments would be 600 yea monthly, 
together with an allowance of 50 yen for 
house rent. We presumed that the con- 
summation of this intention depended on 
the fate of Government’s proposal to trans- 
fer the control of the communal jails to 
the Central Authorities, but, as a matter of 
fact, application has actually been made 
to the Diet for an appropriation to engage 
the three experts. The programme is 
that their services shall become available 
from the Ist of September next, and that 
their contracts shall run to August 31st, 


Orggin avittly option of renewal. 
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SUSPENDING THE DIET. 
eae = 

On Tuesday the Government adopted 
the familiar expedient of suspending the 
session of the House of Representatives—a 
very brief suspension, to last only two 
days. ‘The reason of this procedure was 
the House’s evident resolve to reject the 
Bill for increasing the Land Tax. The 
Special Committee, to which the duty of 
examining and reporting on the Bill had 
been entrusted, voted against it with 
practical unanimity—the minority con- 
sisting of only one member—but did not 
attempt to offer any exhausive statement 
of the reasons influencing its decision. 
Marquis Ito, at the close of a brief address, 
said that, if the Bill were thrown out by 
the House, the Government would “ adopt 
a special measure,” and the irrepressible 
Mr, Tanaka Shozo immediately leaped 
to ‘his feet crying ‘Don't threaten the 
House.” It is supposed that the Pre- 
mier’s assertion helped to render the 
Bill unpopular, but it would doubtless 
have been rejected under any circum- 
stances. The Committee's attitude was 
aclear indication of the House’s mood. 
The item of revenue involved is consider- 
able—14 million yen in 1899-1900, and 17} 
millions in 1go0-1—and the Government 
seem fully persuaded that the step is. 
unavoidable. We do not see at present 
what is to be the outcome of the suspen- 
sion. The House is not likely to change 
s mind before the 1oth instant, when it 
meets again. It may be mentioned, per- 
haps, that the suspension of the Lower 
House does not affect the Upper. The 
latter continues in session, and, accord- 
ing to present arrangements, will take 
the second reading of the Civil Code on 
the roth instant, the very day when the 
Representatives re-assemble, perhaps for 
dissolution. 











Many critics appear to think that it 
would be a high-handed and unwise pro- 
ceeding on the part of the Cabinet to 
resort to the extreme measure of dis- 
solving the House of Representatives if 
it refuses definitely to pass the Bill for 
increasing the Land Tax. After all, the 
House is perfectly entitled to havea voice 
in the settlement of such matters. Did 
it assume an attitude of wholesale 
opposition lo any and every increase of 
the taxes, thereby leaving the Government 
in the predicament of having to conduct 
the administration with a revenue mani- 
festly inadequate, there would be good 
and sufficient reason to appeal to the 
country. But the majority of members 
admit the expediency of increased taxe: 
Their point is that whatever be done 
in the case of other taxes, the Land 
‘Tax ought not to be augmented until 
the inequalities resulting from defective 
assessment are removed, That is a reason- 
able argument. It is scarcely possible for 
any candid analyser of Japanese finance 
to deny that among all potential 
sources for augmenting the revenue of 
the State, none is juster than an increase 
ofthe Land Tax. But until the incidence 
of the tax is made perfectly equitable for 
every district in the empire, there is a 
natural objection to r: ig the rate. The 
easiest exit from the dilemma would pro- 
bably be to rely upon the sake tax, and, if 
necessary, on the tobacco tax, for the pre- 
sent at all events. By putting a further 
impost of 3 yen a koku on sake, and mak- 
ng the tobacco tax 15 sea per pound, an 
additional revenue of 20 million yex could 
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be obtained without serious difficulty. 
We presume, too, that the House of Re- 
presentatives would not place any obstacle 
in the way of raising the tax in the case 
of urban districts only; a step which, 
according to the Government's present 
proposal, would produce an additional re- 
venue of I} tiillion yen. Itis essentially an 
occasion for some agreement between the 
House and the Cabinet. The Treasury’s 
income must be increased, and the Diet, 
if it declines to endorse the Cabinet's 
scheme of increase, is bound to suggest 
some alternative. The members of the 
Lower House do not appear to recognise 
that responsibility at all. They apparently 
think that their duty is discharged when 
they have voted against an objectionable 
bill; that, in short, their financial function 
is purely destructive. It would be well if 
they awoke to the fact that their tactics 
are calculated to injure the country’s credit 
very materially. Chambers of Commerce 
and other associations talk very glibly of 
importing foreign capital. Do they ex- 
pect that foreign capitalists will he ready 
to lend money to a country where the 
Government and the Diet are unable to 
agree upon any plan of balancing the in- 
come and expenditure of the State ? 





The leading vernacular journals occupy 
themselves discussing the present diffi- 
culty between the Government and the 
Diet to the exclusion of almost all other 
topics. Did we attempt to lay before our 
readers an accurate résume of the in- 
numerable opinions expressed by onr 
Tokyo contemporaries, the result would 
be far more wearisome than instructive. 
After toiling through column after column 
of argument and counter-argument, we 
reach one solid conclusion, namely, that 
whereas all parties are unanimous in ad- 
mitting the necessily of an increase of 
the taxes, there is great reluctance to 
apply the principle to the case of the 
Land Tax, at any rate until the fullest 
investigations have been made and the 
utmost deliberation exercised. It does 
not appear that anything could be gained 
by deliberation and investigation, The 
facts about the Land Tax are perfectly 
plain, and have been perfectly plain for 
several years, But the truth is that to 
ask the House of Representatives to vote 
for an increase of the Land Tax, is to 
invite it to abandon a creed which it has 
fervently professed ever since the open- 
ing day of its existence, The members 
that assembled in 1891 to take their 
seats in the first national assembly 
of Japan, came pledged to two mea- 
sures which they lost nut a moment in 
attempting to compass, namely, reduc- 
tion of the Land Tax and re-assessment 
of the taxable value of the land. Those 
were the reforms which the people’s re- 
presentatives professed to consider emi- 
nently essential, and it was to achieve 
them that they set themselves to cut down 
the Budget. ‘They were not in a position 
to show that the appropriations included 
in the estimates were excessive, but they 
wanted, by hook or by crook, to reduce 
the expenditures of the State sufficiently 
to warrant a corresponding reduction of 
taxation; in other words, of the Land 
Tax. Official salaries became the main 
object of their attack. Constitutionally 
speaking, they had no right to meddle in 
such a matter, for the appointment and 
dismissal of officials and the determination 











of their emoluments are among the ex- 
yey reserved Imperial Prerogatives. 
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But, while bent upon effecting retrench- 
ments, they lacked knowledge and ex- 
perience to make an intelligent scrutiny 
into the general items of the Budget, and 
it was therefore natural that they should 
turn chiefly to the special item which 
every one could understand, official sala- 
ries. The Government resisted . these 
innovations resolutely. By the year 
189t the Land Tax had already fallen 
to about one half of the amount ori- 
ginally fixed, that is to say, the market 
price of agricultural products had ap- 
preciated so largely that the farmer 
could discharge his fiscal obligations with 
a moiety of the produce required for the 
same purpose seventeen years previously. 
The Government perceived that there was 
no just reason for diminishing this parti- 
cular tax, and that, froma general point 
of view, the policy of cutting down the 
revenues of a State which had just made 
its début on the world’s stage was impro- 
vident. The Government further appre- 
ciated that the salaries of all junior officials 
were already too small, and that their 
augmentation, not their reduction, would 
soon become a necessity. Finally, with 
regard to re-assessing the taxable value 
of the land, it does not appear that any 
Cabinet ever questioned the desirability 
of such a measure. But re-assessment, 
to be really thorough and satisfactory, 
a task of large proportions, involving a 
cadastral survey of the whole empire, 
which means an outlay of many millions 
of yen and requires several years for its 
completion. After two years of conflict, 
a species of compromise was effected be- 
tween the Cabinet and the Diet. The 
latter having extended its obstructive atti- 
tude to the appropriations for naval ship- 
building, the Emperorordered that a special 
fund for the purpose should be formed by 
a contribution of ten per cent. of official 
salaries, and, in deference to that step, the 
House of Representatives voted the naval 
appropriation. In effect, His Majesty 
reduced the emoluments of officials by 
ten per cent. during a term of five years, 
which measure constituted a species of 
concession to the views of the House. 
But this, it will be observed, was a partial 
compromise, affecting only a portion of 
the subject in dispute. The question of 
the Land Tax, the question of re-assess- 
ment, and the question of official salaries 
remained still in abeyance, and would 
probably have again entered the field of 
parliamentary discussion had not the war 
of 1894 altered the relations between the 
Cabinet and the Diet. We may add that 
the official-salary problem soon took the 
more specious and lawful form of “ ad- 
ministrative re-organization,” under which 
title it has remained upon the political 
stage all these years. 

We have set down the above retrospect 
in order to clearly bring out the fact that 
the platform of the House of Represen- 
tatives, from the time when it came 
into existence, has consisted of three 
planks, viz., reduction of the Land Tax, re- 
assessment of the taxable value of land, 
and retrenchment of administrative ex- 
penditures, especially in the matter of 
official salaries. But what the present 
Cabinet asks the House to do is to vote 
for an increase of the Land Tax, amount- 
ing to nearly 50 per cent.; to leave the 
question of re-assessment in abeyance, 
and to grant an appropriation of over 
four million yen for the purpose of aug- 
menting the salaries of junior officials, in 
consideration of the steady appreciation 
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of commodities in recent years. In short, 
the House is asked to consent to a com- 
plete reversal of its traditional policy 
two directions and to an abandonment of 
it in the third. That is a kind of piro- 
uette that no legislative body could be 
expected to take without reluctance. It 
is not surprising that the Representatives 
should hesitate, or that they should devise 
various excuses for postponing a final de- 
cision. The Land Tax will have tobe in- 
creased, and so will the salaries of junior 
officials, The condition of the State’s 
finances renders the former inevitable, and, 
if the public service is to be efficient, the 
latter measure is not less essential. All 
things considered, however, one cannot 
help thinking that if the House of Repre- 
sentatives has to abandon its old positions 
so incontinently, some bridge should be 
built for its retreat. 

A promise that the Cabinet will im- 
mediately introduce a re-assessment Bill 
perhaps, the readiest exit from the 
dilemma. Whether such a step would 
placate the House we do not know, but 
there appears to be a general impression 
that it would, Re-assessment, however, 
is not without its own difficulties. A basis 
has to be fixed at the outset, and here the 
usual conflict of opinions presents itself. 
A few publicists hold that re-assessment 
should take the form of levelling up. In 
other words, the taxable value of the most 
highly assessed lands should be taken as 
the standard, and the value of the remain- 
der should be raised to that standard, 
But that is the view of a small minority. 
A much greater number advocate a 
levelling-down process. Wherever in- 
equality is found, they would reduce the 
hills to the level of the valley. Of 
course the general result would be a 
heavy loss of revenue: no one seems to 
know exactly how much, and probably the 
supporters of this ‘reform’ do not 
greatly care what the Treasury loses 
provided that the farmer gains. Moderate 
people, however, desire to have the level- 
Jing done in an upward and a downward 
direction simultaneously, But even these 
economists recommend a slight lowering 
of the final plane, probably because they 
think that re-assessment based upon the 
idea of conserving the general result would 
be unpopular, By what amount, then, is 
the plane to be lowered? Here, again, is 
a question inviting endless diversity of 
views. Altogether, the problem bristles 
with difficu 























The leaders of thought in Japan are 
beginning to appreciate the strange char- 
acter of the relations existing between 
the Cabinet and House of Representatives 
in Japan. A very pregnant article on the. 
subject appears in the columns of the $2 
Shimpo, apparently from the pen of Mr, 
Fukuzawa himself. The members of the 
House of Representatives seem to con- 
sider themselves charged with a mission, 
half earnest, half serious, to torment the 
Cabinet in every conceivable manner. 
From the day of the Diet’s opening they 
present question after question, just as if 
they were engaged in a kind of game of 
conundrums, Many of the queries that 
they put with such eagerness can not 
possibly be dictated by a genuine desire 
for knowledge, inasmuch as the informa 
tion sought is already in every person's 
possession. Many others are of such a 
nature that the Government can not an- 
swer them without a violation of its duty 











to the country. For ty GOO” 











think nothing of inquiring what course 
the Cabinet intends to pursue with regard 
to some point of foreign policy. There 
is no country in the world where a Go- 
vernment publicly announces its intention 
with regard to foreign politics. Frank- 
ness of that kind would be fatal to 
the interests of the State. There is 
nothing for it, therefore, but to reply 
briefly that the questions cannot be an- 
swered. A reply of that kind, however, 
immediately provokes questioners. They 
complain that information is purposely 
withlield ; that the Cabinet shows a want 
of consideration for them and so on, 
The most _unedifying spectacle of all is 
when the Prime Minister, or a Minister of 
State, enters the rostrum to explain some 
important matter. The House immedi- 
ately prepares itself to bait the unfortu- 
nate official. It is just as though a strange 
dog had ventured into some quarter of a 
city, and all the canine denizens of the 
place spring forward to bark at him and 
worry him. Such procedure is not mark- 
ed by any sense of responsibility, or any 
consciousness of the dignity attaching to 
the legislature, The Cabinet, on its side, 
is open to much criticism. It is often 
needlessly reticent. When incidents of 
foreign policy have become past history, 
why should not the facts relating to them 
be frankly explained, members of the 
Diet seek an explanation? Not infrequ- 
ently, too, the Ministers take no trouble to 
conceal their contempt for the Diet and 
their. indifference to its proceedings. 
For example, when the Address to the 
Throne was recently introduced, not mere- 
ly did the Ministers of the Crown who 
happened to be in the House leave their 
places, but even the Government Dele- 
gates, who are habitually present, took, 
themselves away, The effect was painful, 
There is a kind of latent hostility between 
the Cabinet and the Lower House, and 
until both parties learn to regard each 
other in a different light, Parliamentary 
institutions can not work satisfactarily in 
Japan. 




















TAX4S. 


° 

The Fiji Shimpo adheres to its familiar 
contention that instead of increasing the 
Land Tax and the Income Tax the Govern- 
ment should exhaust the capabilities of the 
Saké tax, Itisa very plausible argument. 
Formerly, agriculture used to be called 
the basis of the national revenue, but the 
Fiji thinks that the Sa#é Tax should now 
be regarded as the true source for main- 
taining the Army and Navy. Four million 
koku of refined saké are drunk by the 
middle and upper classes annually, A 
duty of 20 yen might be imposed on each 
Roku, giving an income of 80 million yen, 
instead of the go millions now collected. 
If aleap from 7 yen to 20 yen be deemed 
too precipitate, the increase might be 
limited for the present to 15 yen, so as to 
obtain a revenue of 60 millions. The 
Government, did it consult directly with 
business men, would find that the idea of 
increasing the Saké Tax is almost uni- 
versally approved, but the ¥i# thinks that 
the Treasury officials are too fond of 
academical theories, and lose sight of 
practical facts. Our contemporary makes 
out a very good ca d, even though 
s advice fail to be immediately fruitful, 
there is pleasure in knowing, on the 
strength of such an authority, that such a 
prolific source of revenue still remains 
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THE NUDE IN A FAPANESE COURT 
OF LAW. 
pe 





In a recent issue we gave details of a 
suit instituted by the public procurator 
against the editor and publisher of a 
magazine called the Shincho Gekkan, the 
charge being that an offence against pub- 
lic morality had been committed by the 
reproduction of certain’ pictures of the 
nude, The case was tried in the Tokyo 
Tokyo Local Court, and judgment has 
now been pronounced in favour of the 
defendants. The Judge’s point of view 
is a curious speculation. One aspect of 
the case probably presented itself to him 
very strongly, namely, that the defen- 
dants were justified by precedent. A 
full-length picture of the nude was allow- 
ed to be hung in the Kyoto Exhibition of 
1895; an exhibition held under official 
auspices, and opened and closed by an 
Imperial Prince. ‘Pictures of the nude 
have been publicly displayed in the salons 
of art associations since that time, and 
have been reproduced in the pages 
of Tokyo periodicals with impunity. 
In the face of such facts a prosecu- 
tion suddenly instituted at this late 
period has an element of caprice and 
partakes of the nature of an unfair sur- 
prise. The edilor and publisher of the 
Skincho Gekkan probably owed their 
acquittal to that consideration. But sure- 
ly precedent does not constitute a radical 
justification such a case, The ques- 
tion, as we think, resolves itself simply 
into this, are pictures of the nude injurious 
to public morality in the sense contem- 
plated by the Press Law? The answer 
must be in the affirmative. We need not 
go over ground that has often been trod- 
den before, If the nude could be eliminat- 
ed from Occidental art by a fiat of sober- 
minded critics, it would inevitably be 
eliminated without a day’s delay. Japanese 
art will suffer by its introduction, and so 
will Japanese morals. Suppose that the 
nude was not admitted in Occidental 
pictures, and that there was a question of 
such studies being made now for the first 
time by Japanese artists. There is not a 
judge or a public procurator in Japan that 
would hesitate to condemn the innovation 
as a violation of the law. Thus the ver- 
dict of the Tokyo Local Court was to be 
interpreted in one of two ways, namely, 
as an admission that everything which has 
the sanction of Occidental custom must 
be wrong, or that because a violation 
of the laws has been permitted once with 
impunity, they may always be violated, 























THE LAND QUESTION. 
eka Sars = 


There is a very strong agitation in 
favour of’ re-assessing the taxable value 
of the land throughout the empire. ‘The 
assessment which forms the basis of the 
present system of taxation was made in 
1873-4. It was necessarily very imper- 
fect, for the collection of the tax which 
formed the main element in the revenues 
of the State: depended on the comple- 
tion of the assessment, and the work was 
therefore pushed forward with more ex- 
pedition than accuracy, Still, the Go- 
vernment had access to the assessments 
made in previous years for tax-collect- 
ing purposes in the various fiefs, so that 
the task of surveying and valuing all the 
land throughout the empire in the course 
of a couple of years, did not present such 


insuperable! difficulties as might be im- 
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agined. There has always been a feeling, 
however, that owing to defects in assess- 
ment the incidence of the Land Tax is 
very unequal, aud it has been held as an 
article of public faith that one of the most 
urgently, needed reforms of the era is re- 
assessment. On the other hand, if re- 
assessment is to be undertaken in such a 
manner as to furnish a really satisfactory 
basis of taxation, it will be a labour of 
many years involving a large outlay of 
money. It is said that the assessment of 
1873-4, although so roughly executed and 
in spite of the various aids available, cost 
twenty million yes, and that a general 
survey made in 1889-90 for the purpose 
of correcting some of the most flagrant 
defects of the existing system, proved 
nearly half as expensive. Probably those 
figures are largely exaggerated, but it is 
certain that some thirty million yer would 
have to be appropriated if a really accurate 
cadastral survey were. now undertaken. 
Still, as we have said, there seems to be a 
strong feeling in favour of the measure, 
and a Representation urging its adoption 
has been introduced in the Lower House, 
but does not now seem likely to come up 
for discussion. 











WAYS OF 7H DIET. 
seed ae 

Individual members of the Japanese 
Diet often provoke a good deal of amuse- 
ment by their proceedings, but it appears 
to us that Mr. Odake Kanichi, a mem- 
ber of the Special Committee appointed 
to investigate and report on the Bills 
for increased taxation, carries off the 
palm. The Prime Minister, addressing 
the Committee on the 2nd instant, made 
use of words to the effect that though he 
were cut into pieces he could not change 
his opinion as to the necessity of increased 
taxation. Some members of the Com- 
mittee preferred to detect a veiled threat 
in this language. Marquis Ito explained 
that he had used it merely to emphasise 
the strength of his own convictions, but, 
as that explanation failed to satisfy his 
critics, he withdrew the words, Nothing 
could well have been more trivial and 
absurd from an Occidental point of view 
than the objection taken by the Com- 
mittee-men In England, for example, the 
language employed by Marquis Ito would 
not have evoked a protest from the 
most austere purist. But when we re- 
member the epithets and accusations 
hurled at the heads of Cabinets and Minis- 
ters of the Throne by members of the 
House of Representatives without censure 
from the President or comment by the 
House, it becomes a veritable comedy that 
Marquis Ito's words should have wounded 
the susceptibilities of the Committee-men. 
What adds to the comicality of the in- 
cident is that it was not suffered to rest 
there, Mr. Odake Kanichi, on behalf of 
the Committee, actually reported to the 
House the terrible breach of decorum 
perpetrated by the Prime Minister, al- 
though, according to all Parliamentary 
usage, words formally withdrawn and ex- 
punged from the official record, can no 
longer be quoted before the House against 
their user, ‘Truly the affair resembles 
children's play rather than an incident in 
the history of a eraye legisla e easy 














Sir Alfred Dent has been put on the Car- 
Fency Commission as representative of the 
Eastern Col 





NEW LAW OF NATIONALITY. 
ees 

We find that we have been betrayed 
into an error owing to a defective copy of 
the new Law of Nationality. The six- 
teenth Article of the Law reads thus in 
the original :— Xtka-jin kika-jin xo ko 
nt shite, &c.” It will be observed that the 
word Atkka-jin is iterated.. By an easily 
understood omission on the part of the 
transcriber, the iteration of the word was 
omitted in our copy, and the Article be- 
came “ Kika-jin no ko ns shite,” &c. tis 
an apparently trivial blunder, but its effect 
is serious ; for whereas the original article 
reads, ‘‘A nationalized person, the child 
of a nationalized person &c,” the defective 
copy becomes, “ The child of a nation- 
alized person, &c.” In short, the Law 
imposes disabilities on all nationalized 
persons, but our copy limits the disabili- 
ties to certain classes of nationalized per- 
sons. Whatever apologies are due in con- 
nexion with this error, we beg to tender. 





As to the general question of disabili- 
ties, we can not but endorse the complaint 
made by several critics that the proposed 
Law is markedly illiberal. To plead that 
the nationalization of foreigners in Japan 
is experimental, and that caution must he 





observed, is simply to state the view 
which seems to us objectionable. When 
the first draft of a Law of Nationality was 
submitted to the Diet some years ago, it 
denied to aliens nationalized in Japan a 
still longer list of rights and privileges 
than that set forth in the Law now pro- 
posed, and it made the disability final, no 
probationary period nor any other mitigat- 
ing provision being inserted. Thus the 
new Law shows distinct progress, since 
the disabilities imposed by it are to hold 
for 10 years only. Still the fact remains 
that, under ordinary circumstances, a fo- 
reigner will have to reside for at least 15 
years in Japan in order to be placed on 
the same footing as a Japanese subject. 
What kind of apprehension dictated such 
an enactment? A foreigner residing in 
Japan after the Revised Treaties go into 
operation will have to pay the same taxes 
as a Japanese subject, and if, five years 
having elapsed, he chooses to acquire 
Japanese nationality, we can conceive no 
tangible reason for denying to him the 
privilege of the franchise, or closing the 


higher offices of State to him. Such 
legislation is essentially medieval. We 
did not look for itin Japan. It will dis- 





appoint all friends of the country and put 
a weapon into the hands of her enemies. 








THE TOK¥O-YOKOHAMA RAILWAY. 
ein 
We are asked again to give publicity to 


an example of the perfunctoriness shown |! 


by the railway authorities at the Yoko- 
hama station, Two ladies, travelling in a 
first-class car to Yokohama, took with 
them a small wicker-box ( yanagt-gors) in 
which was packed an evening dress. It 
was light enough to be carried with one 
id, and the railway officials at Shim- 
bashi offered na objection to its going into 
the carriage with the ladies. Indeed, it 
fairly belonged to the category of hand 
baggage. On their return journey to 
Tokyo, however, when the ladies attempt- 
ed to pass the wicket at the Yokohama 









c ste be putin the van. They were 


station, they were forbidden to take the 
box with them to the platform. They did 
not insist, of course, but asked that it 
an- 

















swered that time did not suffice, although 
an interval of seven minutes still remained 
before the scheduled hour of the train’s 
departure. Thus they had to choose be- 
tween missing the train and leaving the 
box to be subsequently forwarded. They 
chose the latter course, and, after having 
given full directions about the destination 
of the box, had still ample leisure to pro- 
ceed slowly to their carriage, where they 
sat for a considerable time before the 
train started, T narration of simple 
facts sufficiently attests the singular want 
of organization that exists at the Yoko- 
hama station. We have no wish to be 
captious, nor do we desire to attach im- 
portance to an occurrence essentially 
trivial. But if the railway authorities have 
any regard for their own reputation, to 
say nothing of the convenience of the 
travelling public, they will endeavour to 
alter the present system, 




















THE SHASHI AFFAIR, 
a oe 


It is noticeable that, after the first emo- 
tion of comparatively faint interest, no 
notice of the Shashi outrage seems to be 
taken by the Japanese people. We gather 
that the negotiations with the Chinese 
Government on the subject are proceeding 
smoothly, but the nature of the demands 
preferred by Japan is kept strictly private, 
and not even a conjecture as to their 
details has appeared in print. It is a 
matter of some curiosity to know how 
secrecy is so successfully preserved. The 
incident is certainly not of sufficient im- 
portance to attract very close scrutiny, 
and our ignorance of what Japan is doing 
extends also to the action of Great Britain. 
But it must be confessed, we think, that 
Japanese diplomatists manage to hide 
their hand very thoroughly. It is not 
always an advantage to work behind a veil, 
but, on the other hand. the house-top is 
often a very inconvenient stage for inter- 
national discussions. Many people think 
and we are disposed to go with then— 
that had not the purport of the negotia- 
tions between Peking and London as to 
a an officially guaranteed British loan 
been proclaimed to the world while the 
matter was still in embryo, a very dif. 
ferent result might have been attained. 

















VHE JAPANESE: PRESS. 


The Bristol Mercury tells its readers this 
about the Japanese press :— 


‘The Japanese Press is one of the most enter- 
prising going, Ot daily papers and reviews there 










s hee sather 
Even the Times of Japau, which is sub- 
sidised by the Government, dues not circulate 
tore than 16,000 a day, and, unl.ke our mes, the 
Fit Shinpo, a» is called, ix not move expensive 










the equivalent sum of « penny. 
esting paper in Japan is Pe shi Nk! Shombson 
or the News of the Day, whi 
paper of Japan, and is cont 
inkslinging at the Nippon, the 
setvative party. Many of tde daily 
are illuswated, and fashion plates and 
pages are quite the tage. 

The Fiji Shimpo will be interested to hear 
that subsidized by the Government; the 
Nichi Nichi, that itis the Radical organ; and 
the Mippon that it represents the Conservative 
party. All our Tokyo contemporaries, too, 
mast feel it hard to be accused of charging the 
equivalent of a penny per number, when they 
sell-for_only one, half of that sum, 
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NEW LAW FORTHE PRESERVATION 
OF MILITARY SECRETS. 
Spm 

The new law for the better preserva- 
tion of military secrets which has just 
been passed by the House of Peers, is a 
tolerably stringent measure. It provides 
that any one making unauthorized scrutiny 
into military or naval matters of a 
_ secret character shall be liable to major 
“imprisonment with hard labour ; any one 
divulging information acquired in an offi- 
cial capacity, shall be liable to transporta- 
tion to Hokkaido; any one divulging 
information accidentally acquired with 
reference to such matters, shall be liable 
to minor imprisonment; and any one 
preparing unauthorized surveys, sketches, 
photographs, or descriptions of naval har- 
hours, strategical positions, forts, torpedo- 
stations, or any work of national defence, 
or any one gaining access to such places 
without permission or by false pretences, 
shall be subject to major confinement for 
not less than one month and not more 
than three years, together with a fine of 
from 2 yen to 300 yen. There are some 
minor provisions, but we need not refer 
to them in detail, Of course it is neces- 
sary that Japan should have a law of this’ 
character, but we suggest that steps should 
be taken to publish its provisions very 
clearly. Strangers may easily expose 
themselves to a severe penalty by inno- 
cently making their way into a naval har- 

bour, or a military position. 


The Government’s project of law for 
the better preservation of military secrets 
is provoking some criticism. Already the 
secrecy observed in Japan with regard to 
all matters relating tothe Army and Navy 
is very exceptional, and an idea appears 
to be entertained that if the proposed 
law becomes operative, people will think 
themselves excluded from the discussi 
of the country’s defences or warlike forces. 
We can not discover that any particular 
provision of the law is condemned, though 
it might have been supposed that the 
article fixing minor imprisonment as the 
punishment for divulging information ac- 
cidentally obtained would have startled 
common-place folk, The Bill is now in 
the hands of a special committee in the 
House of Peers, and some writers predict 
that it will either undergo radical amend- 
ment or be rejected altogether, To us 
appears that everything depends on the 
manner of enforcing such a law. The 
Authorities have it in their power to make 
a far milder measure exceedingly obnox- 
ious to peaceful folk, if they are so in- 
ned, and, at the same time, they can 
mitigate the effect of the projected law so 
that no one need ever be aware of its 
existence, 























THE ELECTRIC PHYSICIAN. 
+ 

Dr. Richards seems to have had a most 
unhappy experience at the Kabuki theatre 
on Thursday evening. His widely ad- 
vertised seance for the purpose of de- 
monstrating the healing properties of 
electricity attracted a large audience, 
among which were included some decided- 
ly self-assertive elements. .We have no 
accurate reports of the proceedings, but, 
so far as we can gather, what took place 
was this. Dr.Richards opened the xeance 
with a short speech, explaining that he 
did not profess to work any-wiracles, bu 
came forwars)imerelyte Aig) 





electricity, employed according to certain 
methods of his own invention, was capable 
of effecting remarkable cures. He there- 
fore invited any sick people among the 
audience to present themselves for treat- 
ment, and he seems to have addressed a 
kind of challenge to Japanese medical 
men, defying them to show that his doings 
were not perfectly straight-forward. He 
did not undertake, he added, to heal people 
by one effort ; several days might be neces- 
sary, but improvement would be visible 
from the outset. After the conclusion of 
this address, a girl presented herself for 
treatment. Dr. Richards, having examined 
her, announced that she had lost one eye, 
and was threatened with loss of the other, 
which was already much impaired. He 
then applied electricity, and subsequently 
showed the girl some printed matter 
which she read easily. Among those who 
had repaired to the stage in answer to 
Dr. Richards’ challenge was the eminent 
oculist, Dr. Kawakami. He asked per- 
mission to look at the girl’s eyes, and, 
having examined them, informed the 
andience that there had not been any loss 
of sight or disease of any kind. He and 
others then began to propound questions 
to Dr. Richards, and by degrees a tumult 
arose, in the course of which some 
students in the gallery diverted themselves 
by smashing the windows. We do not 
know exactly how the affair ended, but 
certainly the seance was a failure from 
the point of view of Dr, Richards, 








BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION. 
si gik se 

Naturally there are not wanting people 
who profess to think that these three days 
of the Lower House’s suspension are being 
devoted by the Government to the pur- 
chasing of recalcitrant members. One or 
two vernacular journals make that asser- 
tion with a great show of conviction. It 
would scarcely be worth while to allude 
to the allegation did it not display one 
curious feature. The sole purpose of 
these journals is to discredit the Govern- 
ment. They denounce the giving of bribes 
as immoral, degraded and medizval. But 
they have not a word of condemnation for 
the receivers of “consideration.” Ap- 
parently, according to their moral code, 
the is entirely on the side of the 
tempter, and no blame whatever attaches 
to the person that succumbs to tempta- 
tion. That is a novel kind of ethics. 
There must be bribery in Japan. There 
is bribery everywhere, for the matter 
of that, but whether it really prevails 
in this country more or less than in others, 
we certainly hear more of it. One of the 
perplexing points, however, is that per- 
sons generally supposed to have taken 
bribes sometimes exhibit the most asio- 
nishing assurance on the subject. There 
is a member of the present House of Re- 
presentatives, a man formerly very pro- 
minent, who is commonly believed to have 
found his account very substantially in 
connexion with the disruption of the 
Liberal Party in the session of 1896-7. 
The other day, this very member ascended 
the rostrum of the House, and declared 
himself in favour of voting by scrutin de 
liste because it presented an impediment 
to bribery and corruption, If that gentle- 
man be not innocent of the crime laid to 
his charge, he must be a person of splen- 
did assurance. 
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THE SPECIAL MUNICIPAL SYSTEM. 
age 

Our readers have doubtless noticed that 
the House of Peers has passed a Bill for 
abolishing the Special Municipal System 
under which the three cities of Tokyo, 
Osaka, and Kyoto are now governed. 
This question has been before the public 
for many years. Session after session a 
bill for abolishing the special system has 
been introduced in the Lower House of 
the Legislature and passed, only to be 
thrown out on reaching the House of 
Peers. Now, however, both Houses have 
approved the Bill, and it will doubtless 
become law. What, then, is the feature 
which the citizens of the three cities find 
so objectionable in the special system ? It 
is a very simple point. According to the 
Law for the Organization of Cities, pro- 
mulgated in 1888 and enforced from 
April st, 1889, the chief municipal 
officer in a city is the Mayor (skicho). 
He is a salaried official, serving for six 
years, and the manner of his appointment 
is that the City Assembly—an elective 
body—proposes three candidates, one of 
whom is selected and nominated by the 
Emperor. In short, the Mayor is practi- 
cally chosen by the citizens themselves. 
Bat in Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyoto, the Go- 
vernor of the City—who is selected and 
appointed by the Government without any 
reference to the City Assembly—is Mayor 
ex officio, The difference does not appear 
particularly important, for it can seldom 
happen that a man who has qualified in 
the Cabinet's eyes for the post of Gover- 
nor of acity, is of inferior competence to 
the man chosen by the citizens them- 
selves. There is probably some romance 
in the objection urged against the system. 
But there must also have been a tan- 
gible reason for its maintenance up to the 
present, The Government’s contention 
has been that the conditions existing in 
places like Osaka, Tokyo, and Kyoto, 
dictate the expediency of exercising a 
larger measure of official control than that 
exercised in cities of smaller dimensions 
and with less heterogeneous populations. 
The gist of that cont 
understood if we consider the functions of 
the Mayor. He directs and superintends 
all the administrative affairs of the city ; 
he convokes the meetings of the City 
Council and sits as chairman of it; he 
prepares the subjects for the Council’s 
deliberations, executes its decisions, and 
conducts and signs correspondeyce in its 
name; he decides and settles, on his own 
judgment, questions which, though falling 
properly within the sphere of the Council’s 
deliberations, are too urgent to await 
submission to it; he wields certain finan- 
jal powers, and, since the Governor alone 
ss competent to exercise disciplinary 
authority over him, it follows that when 
he is himself Governor, his independence 
can not be questioned except by the 
Minister of State for Home Affairs. One 
can easily conceive that while the desir- 
ability of keeping such functions in the 
hands of an official of proved capacity 
may present itself very strongly to the 
Government, the citizens may he equally - 
anxious to appoint their own nominee to 
the post. From the point of view of a 
foreign observer, it must be confessed 
that there is something radically wrong in 
the municipal system hitherto operative in 
Tokyo. The city is wretchedly backward 
in everything that represents modern pro- 
gress a tlicostreets are miserably repaired; 
there t asingle yrban railway ; there 
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are no electric trams and the horse trams, 
though in some respects a convenience, 
in others are a nuisance ; the water works, 
after years of desultory effort, are still far 
from completion, and the methods pursued 
in laying the pipes excite derision ; there 
is nothing that can be called a harbour; 
the citizens are choked with dust; in 
short, Tokyo is not worthy to be called 
the capital of a civilized country. Nearly 
ten years ago, the Government issued an 
Ordinance authorizing the appointment of 
a City Improvements Committee, and the 
levying of certain taxes for purposes of 
improvement. So far as we can see, the 
Committee has achieved nothing in all 
these years except the widening of a few 
streets in districts devastated by con- 
flagrations. Where must the root of the 
obstruction to progress be sought? Not, 
we think, in the fact that the offices of 
Governor and Mayor are combined in one 
person. The records of the Meii era show 
that the best impulses of reform have 
always emanated from officialdom, and it 
is a fair inference that if the Mayor had 
been -an ordinary citizen he would not 
have exercised a more wholesome influence 
than the Governor-Mayor has done. 








MR. INAGAKI ON SIAM. 
ge 

We can not tell how accurately the 
Tokyo journals reproduce the views of 
Mr. Inagaki Majure with reference to 
Siam, to which country he is Japan’s 
accredited Representative, but if their 
reports are not very wide of the truth, he 
is a remarkably outspoken official. He 
says that the interference of France in 
Siamese affairs is about on a par with the 
interference of Russia in Korean affairs, 
and that the Siamese look to Great 
Britain asa protector. He further 
presents the King of Siam as specially 
well disposed to Japan, and he is the 
bearer of some handsome presents sent by 
His Majesty to the Japanese Court— 
presents which, as a matter of course 
have evoked reciprocal expression of 
concrete good will from the Emperor and 
Empress of Japan. Mr. Inagaki thinks 
that a considerable opening for trade 





re- 














exists between Siam and Japan, the former 
offering a good market for the latter’s coal 
and having large stores of rice to give in 
return, But the Japanese merchants now 
engaged in the Siamese trade are spoken 
of by Mr. Inagaki in terms of unmeasured 
contemptgthe whole thirty odd being called 
veritable adventurers (boken-tekt shiso ni 
hareretaru toppiren) or soshi transformed 
into traders, 

This talk about coal and rice reminds 
us how terribly practical the world has 
become. In the good old times whet 


ambassadors used to pass between the 
King of Siam and the Tokugawa Shoguas, 


and 


whew the correspondence on the 
se side was inscribed upon tablets 
of gold, the two potentates did not think 
of exchanging anything more ignoble than 
a horse ora gun. 











MARQUIS 1T0'S * 1HREAT” 
ee 

There has been some uncertainty as to 
the exact words used by Marquis Ito in 
the House of Representatives on the 7th 
instant, when asked to explain what he 
meant by the words detsudan no shudan 
(a special measure). Speaking with refer- 
ence to the Land Tax Bill and_ the 





mittee, His Excellency said -that if the 
House followed the example of the Com- 
mittee and rejected the Bill, the Govern- 
ment would resort to a special measure. 
A member inquired what was signified by 
“a special measure,’ and the Premier 
replied :—" By a special measure I mean 
that, however often the House is opened, 
the Government will present the same 
bill.” As originally reported, this ex- 
pression seemed to signify that, however 
long the House was kept in session, the 
Land Tax Bill would be presented again 
and again. The Constitution provides, 
however, that a measure rejected by the 
Diet can not be submitted a second time 
during the same session. ‘That fact, com- 
bined with the more accurate stenographic 
record published yesterday (4th instant) 
in the Oficial Gazette, shows that Marquis 
Ito referred to dissolution. He declared, 
in effect, that however often the Diet had 
to be dissolved, the same bill would be 
presented to it on re-assembling. Marquis 
Ito generally uses tactful and conciliatory 
language. He must have spoken under a 
a very strong sense of the character of the 
situation when he resorted to such words. 








MR. SHIBUSAWA EIICHI AND THE 
KOREAN GOVERNMENT. 

ne 

There have been a great many para- 
graphs in vernacular newspapers about 
Mr. Shibusawa’s visit to Korea and the 
distinguished treatment he received at the 
hands of the Emperor of that country, but 
it does not appear that much was accom- 
plished. The distinguished financier was 
certainly the object of all becoming 
courtesy. He had the honour of dining 
with the Emperor, and was very frankly 
consulted by the members of the Sdul 
Cabinet. Naturally, the advent of such a 
man suggested a possibility of getting 
money, and the Koreans mapped out a 
project for the establishment of a national 
bank, Japan supplying the capital. Mr. 
Shibusawa, on his side, urged the ad- 
visability of retaining the Japanese silver 
yen as legal tender in Korea, but neither 
was his advice definitely accepted, nor 
the financing of the proposed bank ar- 
ranged. However, it may be taken for 
granted that Mr. Shibusawa’s visit was 
not altogether fruitless. He would not 
have made the journey without some pre- 
vious assurance of success, great or small. 














COUN! OKUMA, 


+ 

Count Okuma has expressed himself 
very freely to a representative of the 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun ov the subject of 
increased taxation. His views with regard 
to one feature of the present Cabinet's 
financial programme are already known to 
our readers. He does not believe in strain- 
ing the nation’s capacities for the purpose 
of paying off its debts. The method in 
Western States, he says, is to pay off the 
national debts when surplus funds are 
available for the purpose, and such a plan 
may well be pursued in a country where 
the public debt is so small as it is in 
Japan. In short, he sees no occasion to 
be in a hurry. Besides, he notes that fo- 
reign capitalists do not like bonds which 
are redeemable in afew years. They want 
investments that will engage their money 
for along period and pay good interest. 
Thus not only would he abstain from ap- 








unfavourable report of the Speci 
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ae an additional sum of seven 
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he would even reduce the amounts now in- 
cluded in the annual Budgets for that ob- 
ject. As to the general question of 
increased taxation, the Coynt admitted to 
the Nichi Nicht's representative that the 
measure is unavoidable. But he would 
not touch the Land Tax. His idea 
is that the agricultural classes have no 
money to spare. The funds that they 
devote to purposes of education and 
sanitation are quite insufficient, and, in- 
stead of drawing money from them for the 
uses of the Central Government, they should 
be encouraged to spend more upon these 
essentially important aims. Count Oku- 
ma’s conclusion, therefore, is that the 
funds required by the Administration 
should be obtained by increasing the taxes 
on sake and on tobacco. ‘Ihese are sources 
of revenue amply capable of large expan- 
sion, and no objections could properly be 
raised to their increment. He indicated 
the income tax also as a proper source, 














LANDSLUIPS. 
- 

The storm of Sunday did no great amount of 
jJamage in Yokohuina, A landslip took place 
at Fudozada bill and another at Inarizaka, and 
the breakwater at Negishi was damaged by the 
waves. A bank of earth near the Brewery Com- 
pany’s stables tumbled down, and the wall be- 
low No. 9, Bluff, also collapsed. Between 11.40 
day and 6 p.m. on Sunday no lexs 
than 63 inches of rain fell. 

AN BXCITING JOURNEY. 

A local contemporary gives au account of the 
experiences of a Yokohama party, consisting of 
Messrs. J. L. Eyton, J. Eyton, and George 
Kircher, who went to Miyanoshita on Saturday, 
Un the return journey, while waiting at Yumoto 
for the tramcar, they saw a two-storeyed 
house, built on the hills-side right opposite 
slip down and fall upon a row of houses just 
below it, With the assistance of some coolies, 
the inmates were exticated. The party then 
went on by tram car, and half-way between Yu- 
moto and the Tokaido they got off the rails 
four times. Jast as they reached the main 10ad 
again, abill right in front of the tram came 
rolling down, carrying with it a lot of big pine 
trees, and blocked the line effectually. Every- 
body had to get out and walk once mote. At 
Odawata the streets were flooded, the water 
was three or four feet high, and the tam could 
not tun to Kodzu, They walked there through 
a small sea, and eventually arrived ouly to find 
that the railway line both (0 Matsuda and Oiso 
was blocked, one of the bridges having fallen, 
as also a portion of an embankment. At 
Vonosawa, they were told that there had been 
alandslip at that place, which had buried a 
temp! an old priest with it, and that he 
had not yet been rescued. 

TOKAIDO RAILWAY DAMAGED. 

The Tokaido Railway between Washizu 
Toyohashi, a little way beyond Shidzuoka, was 
damaged, and through traffic to Kobe is tem- 
porarily suspended. 

REPORTS FROM THE PROVINCES. 
Ursunomiya, June 6 

Owing to the heavy rains, all the rivers in this 
locality have over-flown their banks, bat there is 
no serious damage. 





























Nagano, June 6. 

The rivers Narai, Matsusaka, and Tagawa 

have over-flown their banks and much damage 

has been done to farms. 

Toyokawa, June 6. 

The river Toyokawa over-flowed the neigh- 
bouring country to the depth of over 9 feet. 

Tsu, J 





Owing to the heavy rains, the rice fields have 
been damaged greatly. 
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THE FAR EASTERN QUESTION. 


+ 
SC F)FFICIAL Correspondence Re- 


specting the Affairs of China” has 

been published by HER Magesty’s Go- 

vernment. Itis of such importance that we 

reproduce it elsewhere in full—or, at any 

When 
we say that it is important, we refer not 
merely to its historical value, but also to the 
fact that the incidents it covers have been 
freely used, and are still used, by English 
journals in this part of the world to be- 
litle British statesmanship, to bring the 
QUEEN’s Government into contempt, and 
to create the impression that Lord Satis. 
BuRY and his colleagues are not capable 
of standing in the lists against Russian 
diplomatists, an impression eminently 
calculated to impair England’s prestige. 
We ourselves rise from a careful perusal 
of the correspondence with a very dif- 
ferent impression. It is not to be denied 
that the British Government was deceived. 
The ‘processes of the deception are set 
forth with the most perfect lucidity. 
Neither is it to be denied that since to be 
successfully deceived is to be humiliated, 
whatever form the deception take, the 
British Government has been humiliated. 
We must go a step farthertoo. We must 
add that where one Power has confidence 
in the determination and ability of an- 
other to resent deception, there is little 
fear of deception’s being practised. As be- 
tween England and Russia, the case seems 

- to be fully summed up in those proposi- 
tions. With regard to the nature of the 
deception, our readers can study it them- 
selves in the pages of the Correspondence. 
But for the sake of any that may desire 
a brief resumé, we take the synopsis of 
The Times, glad to avoid the irksome task 
of setting down the facts in our own lan- 
guage :— 

On March 13 out Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
Matavieff and deew bis atten- 
eady given to this country both 
jon and at St. Petersburg, ‘The Russian 
nded that they applied to 
nd not to Port Arthur. He said that 
ons orders to tell Sir 

or tlrat Talienewan would be open 
to faveign trade, but that Port Arthur would be 
regarded stricily asa military port. Count 
himself to say. 
stent with these august commands 
to promise that both Port Authur and Talien 


Abe open. He asked for time, aiid pro- 
in afew days. On March 


rate, in the fullest accessible form. 















Muravieff could not take it up 
anything inco 
au 









that his 
Imperial Majesty had autho to give Sit 
Nicholas O'Conor the assurance that both Port 
Arthur and Talien-wan would be opened to fore- 
ign trade like other Chinese ports in the event of 
the Russian Government obtaining a lease of those 
places from the Chinese Government.” On 
March 16, Count Muravieff ‘repeated the as 
surances” he had given the night before. On 
March 17 the circular telegram to the Russia 

representatives appeared in the Oficial Messenger, 
and three days later our Ambassador formally 
asked Count Muravieff for the promised under- 
taking. The value of these commodities was at 
once made clear. The “ideas” which Count 
Muravieft might lave expressed very confidenti 
ally” “ought never to have been interpreted as 
assurances and could not in reality have had such 
a signification.” ‘That is the fashion the pledges 
declared to have been explicit! 

Emperor in person melt away Kel 
wecessities dD ithe) zaisbay yd’ Gea 
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Sas by toe command of the neighbouring waters 








Maravieff could not bring himself to acknowledge 
the true reason of his action, He pleads, with a 
cynicism which would have done credit to Talley 
rand, that Russian obligations to China prevent 
her from keeping her word to Kngl Respect 
for the sovereign rights of China” forbids an 
alteration in the staéus of Port At 
delivery to Russia. It will be ope 
ships on the same conditions as hefore, but it is 
out of the question that ** Russia should abuse the 
lease which had been granted to her by a friendly 
Power to arbitrarily tanslorm a closed and prin. 
pally military port into a commercial port like 
any other." So much for Russian assurances as a 
basis of British poli 


































Now what is to be said about these -reve- 
lations? We have heard, within the past 
few months, much talk about the nerve- 
lessness of Great Britain’s arm ; about her 
want of “grit”; 
even pusillanimous attitude. 
are before us to-day. She has certainly 
been beaten; but with what kind of wea- 
pons? Could her statesmen have foreseen 
the use of such weapons by Russia? 
Would they have been justified in foresee- 
ing anything of the kind? Above all, 
could they have acted upon such foresight 
without forfeiting the respect of the civi- 
lized world? Intercourse between Occi- 
dental States has to be conducted on 
principles approximating to those that 
govern the intercourse of persons moving 
in polite society. The amenities of every- 
day life do not permit a man to snap his 
fingers at another's assurances; to treat 
them ab initio as mere fictions. Diplo- 
matists must be expected Lo obey the same 
canons of common courtesy. Certainly 
every British diplomatist obeys them. 


about her irresolute and 
The facts 





When he gives an assurance himself, he 
presumes that it will be respected, and on 
his own side he is prepared to respect the 
assurances given by the responsible 
statesmen of other Powers. Lord Satis- 
BuRY followed that rule with regard to 
Russia. Had Russia followed it with re- 
gard to England, there would not now be 
any question of either party’s having been 
deceived or flouted. 

It may be urged, however, that although 
England’s diplomatists could not have 
adopted a different procedure in their 
dealings with the Russian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, they might have dis- 
counted any inconvenient contingencies 
by resolute action in Peking. In other 
words, while ostensibly accepting the 
pledges offered in St. Petersburg, they 
might have ignored those pledges in Pe- 
king. While pretending in Europe to have 
taken Russia by the hand in amicable 
understanding, they might in China have 
simulated readiness to take her by the 
throat in armed protest. Yes, they might 
have done that. In fact, they are blamed 
now for not having done it. Well, it is 
not England's way. 

With regard to the concrete issues of 
these incidents, Englishmen need not seri- 
ously concern themselves. Great Britain 
being at Wei-hai-wei, Port Arthur of is 
very little use to Russia as a naval station. 
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port, and Russia will not command the 
Gulf of Pechili or the Yellow Sea so long 
as England remains at Wei-| The 
really disquieting element in the business 
is its probable effect on the relations 
between Russia and England. On what 
basis is Anglo-Russian diplomatic inter- 
course to be conducted hereafter? Sir 
NICHOLAS O’CoNOR has been transferred 
to Constantinople. It would have been 
difficult for him to remain in St. Petersburg 
under the circumstances. If there isto bea 
new standard of trustfulness, it had better 





wei. 











be set by a new Representative. Mean- 
while neither Great Britain nor China 
vor Japan can misinterpret or forget what 
has happened. We fear that it removes 
to a very remote future the understanding 
which we have long hoped to see esta- 
blished between St. Petersburg and Lon- 
don, and that it renders dangerously 
vivid the lines of separation between the 
“spheres of influence ’’ in the Far East. 





MR. CHAMBERLAIN'S BIRMINGHAM 
SPKECH. 

—— 

E are now in possession of what Mr. 


CHAMBERLAIN actually did say in 
his Birmingham speech. REUTER repre- 
sented him as asserting that Great Britain 
could not fight Russia in the Far East with- 
out an ally. What he really asserted was 
that “in China we have now to count with 
Russia, as in Afghanistan, except that we 
do not possess an army or defensive 
frontier in China, and therefore can not 
injure Russia without an ally.” The ver- 
sion that REUTER’S agent gave of this con- 
tained a grain of truth, but, on the whole, 
was about as clumsy and misleading a 
well 
REUTER apart, however, we dare say that 
many readers of Mr. CHAMBERLAIN’S 
words will find difficulty in apprehanding 
their exact signi Why has Great 
Britain to count with Russiain China now 
any more than she had to count with 
her six months ago? Port Arthur does 
not enter into this question. Its possession 
strengthens Russia’s maritime potential- 
ities by giving her a fine naval basis anda 
dockyard. But Mr. CHAMBERLAIN could 
not have had the sea in his mind when he 
spoke of our. inability to injure Russia. 
We can always get at her by sea. In one 
respect, indeed, Port Arthur renders her 
more accessible and therefore more vulner- 
able, for it extends the area of her ships’ 
activity and consequently brings them 
within wider range of our 
guns. It was of operations by land that 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN was thinking when he 
alluded to an army and a defensive frou- 
tier. But he looked a long way ahead. 
Russia's military efficiency in the Far East 
will not be sensibly increased until her 
trans-Asian Railway is carried across 
Manchuria to the sea at Liaotung. Of 
coursethe completion of the railway to 
WWladivoptock aypuld have greatly augment: 








summary as could be conceived. 
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ed her strength, but that was a contin- 
gency to be reckoned with in any case. 
What we want to examine now is the 
change resulting from her acquisition of 
Liaotung as well as of the privilege of 
carrying her railway thither, and we ven- 
ture.to affirm that there will be no change 
in her offensive capacity until the railway 
is finished, and until she has established a 
series of depots forming a serviceable line 
of communications with her Caspian ter- 
ritories. It appears to be assumed in some 
quarters that Manchuria would offer to 
Russia a secure basis of operations against 
the Middle Kingdom, and even that she 
could march a great Manchu corps 
d'armeé to the reduction of Peking and 
the overthrow of the TSUNG dynasty. Is 
that a foregone conclusion? Apply the 
conditions of the problem to a European 
State, and consider whether it would be 
reasonable to conclude that if France, for 
example, gained a foothold in Prussia, she 
could organize a Westphalian corps for 
the assault of Berlin. Patriotism is not 
counted an important factor in calculations 
that concern China. yet it is difficult to 
conceive the Manchu Tartars following 
the Russian flag to fight against a throne 
defended by their own countrymen and 
occupied by a sovereign whom their own 
ancestors placed there. It seems to us 
that many a long year 
before Russia ‘could attempt anything 
of that kind, of even before she could 
count upon Manchuria as a safe plat- 
form from 





must pass 


a blow at 
Peking. Decades and cycles bulk very 
small, however, in the history of nations, 
and there is no blinking the fact that 
when Russia has railway communica- 
tion right through from Europe to 
Liaotung, and when she has fully uti- 
lized all the pretexts that the construc- 
tion *of the railway will furnish for fixing 
her grasp upon Manchuria, 
stand a veritable colossus in the Far East. 
It must have been to that time that Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN was looking forward. And 
when that time comes will other conditions 


which to aim 


she will 


have undergone no important alteration? 
Will China be as helpless then as she is 
That, in our opinion, is the crucial 
Great Britain immense 
interests in China, and only two ways of 
safeguarding them present themselves, an 
indirect way anda direct way. The in- 
direct way is to contrive that China shall 
organize her land forces so as to be an 
eflective barrier against any foreign 
assault upon her integrity, There is not 
the least doubt that her forces could be so 
organised. It would be necessary that they 
should be led by foreign officers ; but if 
properly trained, properly equipped, and 
properly commanded, they could give a 
good account of themselves as defenders 
of their frontiers against any enemy. Rus- 
sia appears to have foreseen that phase 
of the problem, for she has already man- 


ceuvred to put her own people (Ele; 


now? 


question, has 








posts hitherto ocupied by German military 
experts in China. If, in the face of recent 
events, Chinese statesmen are so singu- 
larly infatuated as to continue their 
acquiescence in arrangements of that 
kind, it becomes quite hopeless to think 
of galvanizing them into any vitality of 
self-defence. Then there is the direct 
way, namely, that before the Lime arrives 
of which we are speaking, England her- 
self may be planted in the Yangtsze 
valley and, perhaps, on the Peiho, and 
may be in a position to wield a Chinese 
army as powerful as her Indian forces. 
There are people who refer with bated 
breath to the stupendous and impossible 
task that would confront England in the 
East if she essayed to assume administra- 
tive control of a hundred millions, or a 
hundred and fifty millions, of Chinese. 
Yet these same people find no difficulty 
in crediting Russia with a digestion vigor- 
ous enough to assimilate Manchuria at a 
mouthful. [tis no boast to say that if 
history proves anything it proves the ex- 
ceptional capacity of the Anglo-Saxon race 
to grapple with precisely such big admini- 
strative enterprises as that which now ex- 
cites the apprehension of certain pessi- 
mists. 





When have the Chinese displayed 
qualities suggesting the impossibility of im- 
posing a foreign yoke upon their necks? 
It is strange that they should still be 
invested with any glamour of the ignotum 
in English eyes. England’s interests do 
not counsel an aggressive policy, but 
unless the Middle Kingdom is to be eaten 
up by another Power, we appear to be 
driven to the conclusion that it must be 
rendered indigestible by one of the above 
means. There is always Japan’s army 
in the background of course. Japan and 
England in combination might constitute 
themselves China’s guardians, and very 
efficient guardians they would be. But 
the experience of a great many centuries 
shows exactly whither such guardship 
ultimately leads. Already England’s pro- 
tection of her Chinese interests has 
planted her at Wei-hai-wei, and neither 
she nor Japan will be content to champion 
an and helpless 
China without securing the reward of their 
championship. Thus we come back to our 
starting point that unless China makes a 
new departure on her own account, she will 
be relieved of the responsibility by Great 
Britain—perhaps by Great Britain and 
Japan in combination—, one or other of 
which contingencies will have occurred 
long before Russia develops dangerous 
aggressive potentialities in Manchuria. 
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The American transports (City of Peking, 
City of Sydney, and Australia) \eft San Fran- 
cisco on the 24th inst. for Manila, and should 
reach their destination about the 2oth June. 
‘The roomy old Peking took some 2,400 troops, 
and if the proportionate capacity of the other 
Uoopers be considered, considerably over five 
she troops should: have been escorted by 
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ADOPTION OF ROMAN LETTERS 
IN FAPAN. 
pees 
(CONTR IBUTED,) 

WE have it on the best authority that a 
large number of Mombusho officials 
and Japanese professors in the Imperi 
University are in favour of the adoption 
of Roman letters for written Japanese, and 
that various measures are being devised * 
for the carrying out of the scheme. 
some of our readers are aware, two leading 
journals of Tokyo, the Micht Nicht Shim- 
bun and the Kokumin, have already 
earnestly advocated the abolition of ideo- 
graphs except for special purposes. Some 
there are who predict that this new 
attempt will fail in attaining the desired 
end, as the Romaji-Kai and the Kana-no- 
Kai failed some years ago. We are not 
of this opinion. The situation has greatly 
changed and elements conducive to success 
which were markedly absent from the 
former movement characterise the present 
agitation. It is quite evident that nothing 
but strong official support will suffice to 
effect a reform so radical as the adoption 
of Romaji for general literary purposes to 
the exclusion of all other symbols. The 
Romaji-Kai enlisted. the sympathy of a 
few Mombusho officials in their private 
capacity as members of society, but the 
Department of Education regarded the mo- 
vement with indifference, if not aversion. 
No attempt was made to introduce a sim- 
pler system of writing into the elementary 
schools, where all reforms of this kind 
must begin, But not only did the 
Romaji-Kai lack official sanction, it 
failed to win over to its side the type of 
writers who alone can ensure the success 
of an alphabetical system of orthography 
founded on phonetics. The Romayi-Kat 
Zasshi was unreadable, because the chief 
contributors to it were not sufficiently 
versed in Yamato-kotoba to make it. do 
service for a very large number of the 
Chinese homonyms now in use. Literary 
men threw down the paper in disgust, 
with the remark, “There is no under- 
standing writing of this kind without the 
ideographs.” It is now admitted on all 
hands that in order to make Romaji suc- 
ceed the use of homonyms must be res- 
tricted to cases of absolute necessity. 
The Romajé text-books which are to form 
the basis of the new departure will be com- 
posed by men who have at their command 
all the resources of the YVamato-kotoba 
and who are competent to render modern 
subjects perfectly intelligible in this lan- 
guage interspersed with afew words of 
ideographic origin. We have been 
assured by those who are in a position to 
know that the Department of Education 
is really in earnest over the affair and 
that the chief officials connected with the 
Department are determined to legislate 
for the generations to come. 















There is no denying that such a reform 
as the one contemplated cannot be carried 
out without considerable sacrifce on the 
part of literary men. For writers like 
Messrs. ASAINA and TOKUTOMI, both of 
whom are noted as masters of an extreme- 
ly polished style, whose force depends 
largely on the use of words and forms of 
speech which under the proposed new 
system it will be impossible to retain, to 
figure as chief advocates of an innovation 
so pronounced as the adoption of Romajt 
is itself a sacrifice of no mean order, and is 
to be ranked with that whole-hearted de- 
votion ty imatidnalnprogress which many 
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years ago led Japan's chief barons to 
forego most of their privileges and yield 
up a large part of their property, and at a 
later date induced the military class’ to 
quietly consent to lay aside the sword 
so dear to the heart of the samurai and 
to be content to play the rdle of ordinary 
citizens, when these sweeping changes 
were the price to be paid for national 
consolidation and increased prosperity. 
There is no country that can boast of 
higher types of altruism or of more earn- 
est public spirit than such acts display. 
There are, we are told, at the present 
moment a large number of influential 
writers and teachers who fully realise that 
the impediment to Japan’s progress in- 
volved in the use of the ideographs is not 
to be got rid of without considerable per- 
sonal sacrifice on the part of the leaders 
of the new movement, and they are quite 
prepared to immolate themselves on the 
altar of progress. They have reached the 
conclusion that the retention of the ideo- 
graphs means certain defeat for Japan in 
the race of nations ; that where competi- 
tion is so keen her young men cannot 
afford to be cumbered with a set of sym- 
bols which as phonetic signs are as clumsy 
as could be well imagined and as repre- 
sentatives of ideas are capable of being 
replaced by infinitely simpler forms. 

No one who is acquainted with the 
manner in which Latin ceased to be the 
only learned medium of expressing scho- 
larly thought in many parts of Europe will 
under-estimate the difficulties connected 
with the reform now proposed. Linguis- 
tic prejudices, next to religious, are per- 
haps the hardest of all prejudices’ to 
overcome. The time was when men were 
reluctant to acknowledge Shakespeare’s 
title to greatness as a writer on the 
ground that he was not a classical scholar. 
A recent letter in the Zimes on this 
subject shows that the notion still prevails 
toacertain extent. There are those who 
cannot conceive of thought departing 
from the channels along which it has been 
wont to flow. The ideas expressed by 
Shakespeare must have been suggested 
by a perusal of classical works, say some, 
and the philosophical and scholarly Bacon 
is far more likely to have collected and 
transmitted to posterity these ideas than 
the poorly-educated son of a.small land- 
owner and trader. The advocates of 
such a theory excile universal scorn in 
modern times among enlightened men in 
Europe or America. But the Japanese 
to-day have just the same notions on this 
subject as were entertained in England 
almost universally at the beginning of the 
17th Century. Hard, indeed, was the 
death that Latin died among the learned 
of Europe. Though as an organ of gene- 
ral literature it may be said to have ex- 
Pired in the course of the 17th Century, 
even in the 18th Century Latin was used 
for works on science and philosophy that 
appealed to the learned in all countries, 
Linneus’ Systema Nature being published 
in that language. And as for diplomacy, 
for a long time the German Empire in- 
sisted that all negotiations with it should 
be conducted in Latin. Joseph Il. attempt- 
ed to make German the official language 
of Hungary, instead of Latin, but he did 
not succeed, and it was only in 1825 that 
Magyar took the place of Latin in the 
debates of the Hungarian Diet. At the 
present day in Japan there is no real 
iterary scholarship disconnected with a 
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graceful manner by their means. A man 
who kept habitually to Kana or used 
nothing but Romaji would inevitably for 
a long time and by a very large class of 
learned men be treated with scorn, 

The capabilities of the Japanese lan- 
guage to adapt itself to a new system of 
orthography seem to us to be very 
great. If the language used in an 
elaborate speech delivered i the Diet 
is perfectly well understood without the 
aid of the written characters, why should 
not the same language be intelligible when 
printed by means of a suitable set of 
phonetic symbols? The idea of reading 
the same meaning in words written 
in Romayi and those transcribed in ideo- 
graphs seems to present serious difficult 
to certain Japanese. We have often been 
asked when reading rapidly from a Romaji 
manuscript where we get the meaning 
from. It would seem that the majority of 
Japanese minds have been accustomed so 
habitually to associate an idea with the 
Chinese character which represents it, that 
in the absence of the characters the idea 
too becomes non-existent. The majority 
of men with whom we have conversed 
on the subject have no inherent objection 
to the Romayi as symbols apart from their 
apparent utter inadequacy, as far as they 
are concerned, to serve the same purpose 
as the ideographs. We have asked them 
to listen while we read a Romanised para- 
graph out of a good-class magazine con- 
taining entirely new matter, and after 
their complying with this request have 
inquired, ‘Have you understood it 
throughout?” They have replied in the 
affirmative, but have added, ‘ We under- 
stand when you read it, but should not do 
so were we to read it ourselves.” This 
plainly shows that the whole thing 
is a matter of practice and habit, and 
that the chief objection to the use of 
Romaji, after all, has no other basis than 
the reluctance with which middle-aged 
men agree to adopt a new habit. The 
Romajs is founded on ignorance. In 
order to dispel that ignorance the first 
step it is necessary to take is to train a 
number of skilful readers in Romazi and 
set them to work to convince the scholars 
that all the contents of a newspaper, if 
that paper be written as it ought to be|_ 
written, can be made perfectly intelligible 
by the human voice repeating the senten- 
ces from a Romaji version of the paper 
We feel inclined, in order to show the 
absurdity of the objections of the obdurate 
anti-Romaji magnates, to place a reader 
of Romaji articles out of periodicals and a 
reader from ideographs behind a screen, 
and then ask which of the readers has 
been best understood. The theory that a 
speech can be /istened to and understood, 
but becomes unintelligible when trans 
cribed in Romaji and read—the stock argu- 
ment of the pro-ideograph party—seems 
to us too childish to require further consi- 
deration. We think the notion that to 
adopt foreign letters is unpatriotic is no 
longer generally entertained. 

The whole difficulty of effecting the 
desired reform is connected with the point 
we have just been discussing. The majo- 
rity of Japanese who are approached on 
the subject don’t see how the new system 
in orthography is going to work. The 
only way of convincing the nation of its 
efficiency is for the Department of Educa- 
tion to take the necessary steps for insur- 
ing it against failure. This can be done, 
le od, if our information be, correct, will be 

ne within the next two decades, vay in 
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perial Ordinance, as suggested by the Michi 
Nicht Shimbun, would be the best form of 
initiating such an important change of 

There is always a danger that, 
inisters and Vice-Ministers con- 
stantly shifting, a reform undertaken by 
one set of Mombushé officials may not be 
earnestly carried out by another set. 
Numerous, indeed, have the changes of 
policy been in the Department during the 
past fifteen years, all of which have had 
their good or bad effects throughout the 
length and breadth of Japan. There may 
be a kind of despotism about Imperial 
Ordinances to which some Japanese object, 
but in a matter of national concern, on an 
issue which is so intimately bound up with 
the future career of the nation, we would 
even resort to somewhat despotic methods 
of committing the Department of Educa- 
tion to an unalterable policy. 

With those who argue that the measure 
we have advocated is far too heroic for 
any Department of State to carry through 
we are unable to agree. What can have 
been more. radical than the sweeping 
changes which the last three decades have 
witnessed ? “ Language is the gesture of 
the soul.” Is it too much to expect 
that the newly-formed Yamato-dama- 
shit will invent a language wherewith to 
express those new emotions of whose 
presenceitis conscious? Nothing moulds 
language.so much as the influx of new ideas 
in a nation’s life. The periods of rapid 
growth in the history of the chief langu- 
ages of the world have been invariably 
those during which the nations speaking 
those languages have come into contact 
with a higher plane of thought than that 
hitherto reached. Having enlarged her 
language by importation and given addi- 
tional shades of meaning to the numerous 
terms already in use, is it to be ex- 
pected that in the matter of orthography 
Japan will for ever sit at the feet of the 
Chinese and the ancient Egyptians, and 
confess her inability to devise any better 
way of expressing an idea on paper than 
by a figure consisting in many instances 
of atleast 25 strokes? The use of ideo- 
graphs by Japan is an anachronism and 
is, we feel sure, beginning tobe so regard- 
ed aay her leading men, 

















IMPERIAL DIET. 
Fae ee, 


FRIDAY, JUNE 3RD. 


HOUSE OF PEERS. 

The House of Peers met at 10.15 a.m., and 
passed the Bill for exempting the sites of epide- 
mic hospitals from Land Tax. 

THE KBVISED CIVIL CopE. 

At the request of the Government the Order 
of the Day was then changed for the purpose of 
taking the First Reading of the Bills embody- 
ing the remaining portions of the Revised Civil 
Code. 

Mr. Hoznmi, Government Delegate, having 
briefly mtroduced the Bills and answered some 
questions relating to them 

Mr. Kubota inqaited what relation existed 
between the Bills and Treaty Revision, 

The Minister of State for Justice replied that 
unless the whole of the Civil Code had been in 
operation for a year the Revised Treaties could 
not go into operation. 

Viscoum Soga asked what concern foreigners 
bad with the laws of consanguinity and 
succession, and why those particular laws 
could not be separated from the remainder of 
the code and treated independently. 

The Minister of Justice said that he should 




















Teaive| ike (Government Delegate to answer the 
etpart-ol the question, but ag to the second, 
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it was quite impossible to separate the sections 
as suggested. 

Mr. Ume, Government Delegate, gave a 
detailed explanation of the provisi that 
would affect foreigners residing in Jap 

The Bills were entrusted to a Special Com: 
mittee of 15 nominated by the President. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

The private Bill providing special procedure 
in taxing lands devastated by inundations, led 
to along but somewhat desultory debate, The 
House finally voted for the Second Reading by 
102 to 80, and on the motion of Viscount Oga- 
sawara took the Second and Third Readings 
at once. 

The private Bill for partially amending the 
Local District System was favourably scported 
by the Special Committee, and the Second 
Reading was voted after some discussion, but 
the House declined to proceed to the Second 
Reading at once. 

MR. OKABE, 

The Qualifications Committce then presented 
its report with reference to the election of Mr. 
Okabe Yusaku, against which a protest had 
been lodged. - The report was in favour of Mr. 
Okabe, and the House, having unanimously 
endorsed it, rose at 3.45 p.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House of Representatives met at 1.10 
p.m. and proceeded to the Special Cont. 
mittee’s Report upon the Bill for amending the 
Law of Election. 

THE LAW OF BLECTION. 

Mr. Nakamura Yaroku, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
Bill with certain amendments, the principal of 
which were :—(1) ‘That the system of mono- 
tnial voting be changed into serutin de-liste ; 
(2) that, while leaving the representation in 
rural districts as proposed in the Bill, namely, 
one member for every 100,000 of population, 
the proportion for urban districts should be 
changed to one for every 80,000 instead of 
50.000, an additional member to be returned 
tor every fraction aver fifty thousand ; (3) that 
the qualifying age for an elector be 20 years 
instead of 25, and for x candidate, 25 years 
stead of 30; (4) that among the officials 
disqualified for election, the following be 
excinded, viz, Ministers of State, the President 
ot the Legislative Bureau, the Vice-Ministers of 
State, and the Chokunin Councillors of Depart. 
ments, There were some minor amendments 
also. 

Numerous questions were asked and answer- 
ed with remarkable facility by Mr, Nakamura. 

In answer to a question whether the Govern- 
ment approved of the proposed amendments, 
Mr. Kaneko, Minister of State for Agriculture 
and Commerce, said that he preferred to post- 
pone his reply until the report of the minority 
of the Special Committee had been presented. 

Mr. Toshimitsu, on behalf of the minority, 
argued eloquently in favour of the original Bill, 
especially with regard io monomial voting. He 
contended that with the system of serutin de 
liste there could be no such thing as the repre- 
sentation of minorities, and combated the argu- 
ment that such a system was essential to the 
development of political parties. 

Mr. Kaneko, Minister of State for Agricul. 
tnre and Commerce, delivered a learned and 
eloquent speech in the same sense as that Mr. 
Toshimitsu. He quoted from the history ot 
Parliamemtary in: ions in foreign countries 
to demonstrate the theoretical advantages of the 
monomial system of voting, and said that some 
provision for the representation of minorities 
was especially necessary in a country like Japan, 
where the feudal custom of holding the weak in 
subjection still found many adherents. With 
regard to the number of members, the electoral 
units chosen by the Government, namely, one 
member for every 100,000 rural inhabitants aud 
one for every 50,000 urban inhabitants, might 
seem disproportionate from a purely numerical 
point of view, but had been carefully determined 
with regard to the taxes paid in the different dis- 
tricts—a point which the speaker exp) d very 
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Mr. Kudo Kokan supported the Committee's 
amendments, and contended that the Govern- 
meut’s object in proposing the monomial system 
was to bieak up the political parties. 

After some desultory debate, the House 
voted for the Second Reading, and decided to 
proceed with it at once, 

Much discussion ensued. Mr. Shimada 
Saburo proposed an amendment to change the 
open ballottorthe closed, but his proposition was 
rejected by 145 votes to gr. Mr. Kono Hironaka 
said that thongh originally an advocate of the 
monomial system of voting, he considered that 
the great evils in Japan to-day were the venality 
of members of the Diet and insecurity of the 
bases upon which political parties stond. The 
serutin.de-liste system seemed well calculated 
to correct those evils, and he should therefore 
vote for it. 

A division being taken with regard to the 
question of the monomial and the serutin-de-lisle 
systems, the Home decided in favour of the 
latter by 143 votes to 80, 

THR NEW TAKRS. 








Mr. Odake Kanichi asked permission to make 
a statement with regard to the work of the 
Special Commiitee appointed to examine the 
Increased ‘Taxation Bills, The Commitee had 
been unable to continue its sittings that day 
owing to the absence of the Minister of State 
tor Finance, His’Excellency’s presence had 
been requested, but he had failed to attend. It 
seemed very strange that after (he Government 
had asked to have the Bill discussed with special 
expedition, the Cabinet Ministers should them- 
selves be the means of causing delay, Marquis 
Ito, when addressing the Committee on the pre- 
ceding day, had said that although he were cut 
into pieces he could not change his opinion as 
to the necessity for increasing the taxes, It was 
true that he had subsequently withdrawn the 
remark, but it amounted to a great rudeness 
towards the Committee. It was to be hoped 
that the Premier and the Minister of Finance 
would both attend the Committee's meeting the 
next day. 

The House rose at 7 p.m. without having 
completed te second Reading of the bill for 
amending the Election Law. 








SATURDAY, JUNE 4TH. 


HOUSE OF PEERS. 


The House of Peers met at 10,15 sand 
proceeded at once to the Order of the Day. 





SILVER YEN AND TREASURY NOTES. 

The Bill for limiting the exchangeable period 
of silver one yen coins to July 3 tst, 1898, having 
been favourably reported by the Special Com. 
mittee, its Second and Third Readings were 
passed. 

The Bill for limiting the circulation of Go- 
vernment paper currency to December 31st, 
1899, was then taken, The Chairman ot the 
Special Committee explained that the notes in 
question had been in the hands of the public 
since 1886, and had become so much defaced 
and torn that cons! complaints were heard. 
Gradual withdrawal had been effected, and the 
sum now remaining in circulation was less than 
74 million yen, The Second and Third Read- 
ings were passed. 








SPRGIAL PORTS OF EXrORT. 
The Honse then passed, without discussion, 
the Bill authorizing the Government to designate 
the articles of export from Special Ports. The 
Bill provides that, with the exception of tice, 
barley, flour, coal, and sulphur, the commodi- 
ties exportable from Special Ports may be de- 
signated by the Minister of State concerned, 
who also shall be competent to draft the neces- 
sary regulations, and that the system shall be- 
come operative from July rst, 1898. 
TECHNICAL SCHOOLS. 

The Minister of State for Education in- 
troduced the Bill (sent up from the House of 
Representatives) authorizing the Government to 
increase its grant in aid of Technical Schools 





OTM 150,000 yen to 250,000 yen, and to include 
ere marine schools in the number to be 








assisted. After some questions, the Bill was 
handed to a Special Committee. 
THK NRW CODES. 

The Bill relating to Registration in connection 
with the Revised Civil Code was handed to a 
Special Committee. 

THK PRACK REGULATIONS. 

Marquis Hosukawa, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported that the Committee, by a 
majority of one, had decided to report un- 
favourably upon the Bill (sent ap trom the 
Lower House) for abolishing the Peace Pre- 
servation Regulations, The Marquis himself, 
however, approved the Bill and explained that 
the Government had announced its intention of 
introducing, in its stead, when the Diet next 
meets, a measure which, while preserving what- 
ever was essential in the Regulations, would be 
more in accord with the spirit of representative 
institutions. 

Messrs, Yamanaka and Ando Sokumei spoke 
in favour of the Bul, A show of hands was 
called, but, the result having been challenged, 
an open ballot was taken, when 106 voted for 
the Second Reading and 8g against it, The 
Second and Third Readings were then passed. 

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. 

The Bill (sem up from the Lower House) for 
abolishing the special system of municipal go- 
vernment in the three cities of Tokyo, Osaka, and 
Kyoto was then taken, and, having been reported 
favorably by the special Committee, was passed 
by 132 to 50 (closed ballot), in spite of opposi- 
tion on the part of Baron Yasuba and others. 

The Bill for supplementing the Municipal 
Corporation system was then passed, and the 
House rose at 3 p.m, 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House of Representatives met at 1.00 
pan, 

IS# SHRINE, 

A Supplementary Budget providing an ap- 
propriation for the reconstruction cf the chief 
shrine at Ise was taken as an urgency ineasute 
and passed without opposition, The amount 
of the appropriation was 106,490 yen, to he 
defrayed in the course of three years as con- 
tinuing expenditure. 

LAW OF RLECTION. s 

The House then resumed the Second Read- 
ing of the Bill for amending the Law af Elec- 
tion, Various amendments were proposed but 
rejected. The Minister of State for Agriculture 
and Commerce spoke in opposition 10 the 
Special Committee's ameniiment of the pro- 
portionate representation of urban and rural 
districts, and explained the considerations that 
had induced the Government to adopt the scale 
embodied in the Bill. But the House, after 
some discussion, adopted the Special Com- 
mittee’s amendment, by which the total. number 
of members was reduced from 472 to 440, the 
electoral anit being 100,000 for tural districts 
and 80,000 for urban, The Third Reading 
was then taken and passed. 

NOW BILLS PASSED. 

The President announced that the House of 
Peers had passed the Bills for abolishing the 
special system of municipal government in 
Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyoto, as well as the Bill for 
rescinding the Peace Preservation Regulations, 
and added that the former Bill had been slight. 
ly amended. The announcement evoked great 
applause, and the House, on a motion: of 
urgency, proceeded at once to discuss the 
amendment made by the Peers, adopting t 
nem. con. 

The House then passed the following Bills :— 

Bill relating to the Operation of the Civil Code. 

Bill relating to Procedure in Civil Suits. 

Bill celating to Procedure in Arbitration Cases. 

Bill relating to Proceduse with regard to Public 
Auctions, 





BUDGET DISCUSSION. 

The Supplementary General Budget for the 
current year wasthen taken, Mr. Ebara Sorokn, 
ou behalf of the Budget Committee, explained 
Ufat the Committee recommended the expung- 
ing of three items, namely, that for Chodunin 
CouncilforssalaHes ; that for the repair of the 
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Prime Minister's official residence, and that for 
the rebuilding of the Osaka Industrial School, 
the total reduction on the three accounts being: 
44,895. Thus the Government's proposed ag- 
gregate expenditures of 13,788,117 ven became 
13,743,222 yen, Ou the revenue side, a sum 
of 593.500 yen, being the amount to be realized 
by the sale of the Government land at Etchu- 
jima, had been expunged. 

In answer to questions, Major-General Noda 
(Government Delegate) explained with regard 
to the clothing of conscripts in Hokkaido, that 
the system of conscription having been enforced 
in that part of the Empire for the first time last 
year, some difficulty had been experienced in 
determining the proper kind of clothing. The 
conditions existing in the coldest parts of the 
main island bad been taken as a standard, but 
experience had shown that something more was 
needed in Hokkaido. i 
on that account would be inserted in the regular 
Budget for next year, 

Mr. Kanayama Jukaku failed to understand 
a system of finance which involved the inclusion 
of such large sums in a supple ry budget, 
and moved that the Budget be rejected, 

The Minister of State for Education, replying 
to a question addressed to him by Mr. Kas! 
wada Moribumi, with reference \o the High 
Council on Education, admitted that the use- 
fulness of the Conticil in the past had been more 
or less hampered by constant changes in the 
control of the Department of Education, and 
regretted that educational affairs could not be 
kept independent of political. As to the future 
proceedings of the Council he could not speak, 
but he hoped and believed that he would 
day be in a position to give thoroughly 
factory replies to all queries about its doings 

Baron Suyematsu, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment, said that the item providing salaries for 
Chokunin Councillors was not regarded as es- 
sential, The House knew the circumetan: 
under which this appropriation had been orig 
nally made, and was at liberty to preserve it or 
to expunge it at will, 

Two or three members having briefly spoken, 
Mr. Kudo Kokan ascended the rostrum and 
announced his intention of moving a series of 
amendments, As, however, his speech would 
probably occupy two hours, and it was now past 
five o'clock, he wished to be assured of not be- 
ing interrupted mid-way. The President hav- 
ing signified bis intention of prolonging the 
session if necessary, Mr. Kudo commenced his 
speech, but the members gradually left their 
seats, and the House was counted out at 5,30 
p.m, 




































MONDAY, JUNE 6TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
ISK SHRINK AND OTHER BILLS. 

‘The House of Peers met at 10.20 a.m. 

A Supplementary Budget tor the current 
fixcal yeur, providing «nm appropriation for the 
rebuilding of the Ise Shrine, was passed unani- 
mously, as sent up from the Lower House, 

‘Two Bills relating to District Boundaries in 
Kagawa and Hiroshima Prefectures were then 
reported for approval by the Special Committees 
Jorsement of the House, 
A Bill determining the provisions of law ap- 
plicable to fines in connexion with banking 
business was handed to a Special Committee, 

A private Bill for amending a part of the 
Registration Tax Law was then passed, in spite 
of a proposition that its Second Reading should 
be deferred until the receipt of an official Bull 
on the same subject now before the Lower 
House. 










MR. MATSUMURA’S BLECTION. 

An urgency motion was made for proceeding 
immediately to receive the Qualifications Com- 
mittee’s report upon an appeal lodged against 
the validity of the election of Mr, Matsumura 
Shohei, The House adopted the motion, and a 
debate of some length ensued, the result being 
that the Committee was asked to reconsider the 
matter aud present another report, A recess 
was taken to allow the Committee to prepare 
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report declaring Mr, Matsumura’s election 
invalid. 

The appeal against the election of Mr. Shiba 
Yoshichi was next considered and rejected un- 
animously, and the House rose at 4.50 p.m. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House of Representatives met al 1.15 
m1. 
: THE ASHIWO MINE AGAIN. 

Mr, Tanaka Shozo ascended the rostrum and 
delivered a speech lasting 24 hours in explana- 
tion of a Question on his perennial topic, the 
Ashiwo Copper Mine. 

PUTITIONS. 

Mr. Nakamura Yaroku, on behalf of the 
tions Committee, reported that 79 petitions 
had been endorsed aud submitted to the Gov- 
ernment; 15 had been laid aside for fuller con- 
sideration ; 36 had been handed to the Govern- 
ment for purposes of comparison, and 28 had 
been rejected. 

SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGETS. 

The Supplementary Budgets for the current 
fiscal year were then taken, 

Mr. Kado Kokan resumed his speech which 
had been interrupted by the cou: g out of the 
House on the 4th instant. His general argu- 
ment was that, although certain liberty should 
be given to the Government in the matter of 
expenditures when they had to work with the 
Budget of the preceding year, owing to the 
new Budget’s not having come into existence 
through the dissolution of the House, the pro- 
per measure of latitude was largely exceeded 
by the Supplementary Budgets which they were 
now asked to vote. The sum involved was 13 
million yen, and there was no regular revenue to 
meet it. It would have to be defrayed out of 
the Indemnity, If the House passed these 
Bills, the Government would be practically 
guaranteed against any inconvenience resul 
from the failure of the Budget to come into 
existence, and an evil precedent would be estab- 
lished, a precedent contrary to the spirit of con- 
stitutional institutions. 

After some desultory debate a ballot was 
taken, and 105 voted against Mr, Kudo’s mo- 
tion, 87 approving it, The Budgets were then 
passed as amended by the Committee ; nameiy, 
with the appropriations for Chokunin coi 
cillors’ salaries and repairs of the Prime Minis- 
ter’s official residence expunged. 

On taking the Expenditures Over and Above 
the Budgetury Items, Mr. Inonye Kukugoro 
moved that the extra appropriation asked for 
on account of the Iron Foundry shonld be 
expunged, From statements made by HE. 
Mr. Kaneko, Minister of State tor Agricul- 
ture and Commerce, and by Mr. Wada 
Koreshiro, Manager of the Foundry, the 
Budget Committee had leamed that a sum of 
neaily five million yen, that is to say, nearly 
five-sixths of the proposed appropriation, was 
attributable to mistakes made by the official 
who prepared the original estimates, He 
thonght that the House should mark its dis- 
approval of such incompetence by throwing out 
the appropriation, 

The House nevertheless voted the Expendi- 
ture as asked for by the Government, 

PROLONGING THE SKSSION, 

The House was counted out at 6.25 p.m, 
after the President had read an Imperial Res- 
cript prolonging the session until the 15'h 
instant, 







































TUESDAY, JUNE 7TH. 


HOUSE OF PEERS. 
PROLONGING THK SBSSION. 

The House of Peers met at 10.15 a.m, 

The President announced the receipt of an 
Imperial Rescript extending the session of the 
Diet until the 15th instant, 

NHW BILLS 

A draft Bill relating to an amendment of the 
Nobles Law was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee, and the House then passed, without 
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yen (he grant in aid of technical schools, as 
well as the Bill for amending the Formosan 
Bank Regulations. 

The following Bills, sent up from the Lower 
Honse, were handed to Special Committees — 
A Bill relating to the Operation of the Civil 
Code: a Bill relating to Procedure in Civil 
Suits; a Bill relating to Procedure in Arbitra- 
tion ; a Bill relating to voluntary sales by Public 
Auction. 

VISIT OF THE PRINCE IMPERIAL 

The House took a recess (11.30 a.m.) to 
prepare forthe reception of the Prince Imperial, 
who had announced his intention of attending 
the session in the afternoor Business wa: 
resumed at 1.25 p.m., Marquis Kuroda taking 
the President’s place. 

‘THR NEW FRANCHISE BILL. 

The Bill (sent up from the Lower House) 
for amending the Law of Election was then read 
for the first time. 

The Government Delegate explained the Bill 
briefly, and drew attention to two 
made by the Lower House ; the fir reduce 
tion of the number of representatives for urban 
districts ; the second, a change of the system of 
voling to serufin de liste, he Government 
was entirely opposed to these amendments and 
trusted that the House of Peers would not 
endorse them, 

The Minister President of State, in response 
to a request from Mr, Kubota Yuzuru, spoke at 
some length in exp! ion of the Government’s 
reasons for presenting the Bill, The property 
qualification for electors had been originally 
fixed at a high figure as a matter of precauti 
The Government had no experience to guide 
and the necessity of proceeding deliberately had 
been strongly appreciated. Nevertheless little 
doubt had been felt that the property qualifica- 
tion would have to be lowered ultimately in order 
to give effect to the principle of constitutional 
At the time of drafting the Con- 
stitution, exact calculations showing the num- 
ber of franchise-holders on the proposed b: 
could not be made, but when the system went into 
operation, it was found that only 440,000 or 
450,000 Voters were qualified. The time had 
now come to give the people a larger voice in 
the management o! le affairs, With the pro- 
perty qualification reduced to 5 yen, the num- 
ber of franchise-holders would be increased to 
some two millions, the quintuple of the present 
figure, approximately. Such a change might 
be th nght too violent, but it was better to make 
a radical amendment of the Law at once than 
to have the question constantly cropping up for 
reconsideration. He did not for his own part 
believe that the franchise would be found too 
low; he was peisuaded that the abolition of a 
property qualification in the case of candidates 
for election would work advantageously, 
Having elaborated these points with some 
minuteness, Marquis Ito went on to declare 
that the Government emphatically opposed the 
amendments made by the Lower House. The 
system of voting by scrutin de liste was con- 
demned in all constitutional countries since it 
effectually deprived minorities of representa- 
tion, Again, although the industrial and com- 
mercial classes living in the urban districis were 
greatly outnumbered by the agricultural class 
they contributed proportionately much more 
to the wealth of the country, and ought to have 
proportionately greater representation. The 
Bill had been drafted in obedience to that prin- 
ciple, but the Lower House had refused to 
endorse it, It would be impossible for the Go- 
vernment to regard the Bill as a proper legisla- 
tive measure if the amendments of the Lower 
Honse were allowed to stand. 

Various questions having been asked and 
answered, the Bill was handed to « Special 
Committee of 15. 

OTHER MBASURKS. 

The Rill for amending the Provincis! Dis 
tricts System was then passed through its Second 
and Third Readings. 

The House prolonged its sitting iv order to 
deal with the various Supplementary Budgets 






























































discussion, the Second and Third Keadings of)aeyinep ffrom the Lower House, and, having 
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handedthem tothe Budget Committee with in- 
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structions to report on them by the ith inst., 
rose at 2.40 p.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House of Representatives met at t p.m, 
A CAPTIOUS CRITIC, 

Mr. Kudo Kokan, having with some difficulty 
obtained leave to speak before the Order of the 
Day was taken, delivered « pompous homily, 
censuring the Government for presenting so 
many Bills, and blaming the House for allow- 
ing them ta be placed on the Order in batches 
of a dozen at a time, 

Mr. Mochida spoke on the same subject, but 
the House, without taking any notice whatever 
of these remarks, proceeded to the Order of 
the Day. 

ENDORSING THB UPPER HOUSR'S WORK, 

Mr, Hatoyama Kazuo, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported on three Bills sent down 
from the Upper Hous mely, the Bill for 
amending the Commercial Code, the Bill rela- 
ting to the operation of the Commercial Coie, 
and the Bill relating to the Law of Trusts, The 
Committee recommended all the Bills for en- 
dorsement as sent down from the Upper House. 

AN IMPERIAL VISITOR, 

The Prince Imvetial entered the House and 
took his seat in the Peers’ Gallery while questions 
with regard to the Bills were being asked and 
answered. His Imperial Highness remained 
for half au hour, and left the House at 2.20 p.m, 

The Second Reading of the Bills was voted 
and a motion for taking the Reading at once 
was made but not supported, 

THE NEW TAXATION BILLS, 

At this stage Mr. Nakamura Yaroku moved 
that, as the Special Commitiee was understood 
to have come to a decision about the Bill for 
increasing the Land Tax. the Order of the Day 
should be changed, and the Committee should 
be asked to present its report at once as a matter 
of urgency. The House endorsed the motion, 
and Mr. Hayashi Yazo, on behalf of the 
Special Commitee, reported that, after care- 
ful deliberation, and after hearing full ex- 
planations from the Minister President of 
State and the Minister of State for Finance, 
the Committee had decided to recommend 
the rejection of the Bill, only one member 
voting tor its adoption, Various reasons had 
infldenced the opponeuis of the measure. Some 
disapproved of it radically ; others considered 
it unseasonable ; others thought that an In- 
crease of the Land’Tax must go hand in hi 
with re-assessment of the taxable value of the 
land, and others held that until the Budget 
of Expendi ures was in the House's hands, the 
question of income could not be properly 4 
cussed, In answer to a question, he explained 
that the Commitiee had conducted its proceed 
ings with closed doors because the majority af 
the members had voted to do so, 

The House voted, on the motion of Mr, 
Nakamura, to proceed to the dixcussion of the 
Bill at ouce 

Mr, Nakano Buyei moved, as a previ 
question, that the Bill be entrusted to a Con. 
tnuing Committee. It appeared that the op- 
position to it was not fundamental, but was 
based chiefly on an objection to discussing the 
sources of revenue before having an opportunity 
to examine the Budget of Expenditures; or 











& 











onthe contention that re assessment must 
be undertaken at the same time; or on 
the ground that the increase of the Land 


Tax must be preceded by financial reorganiza- 
tion, Under the circumstances, the wisest 
course seemed to be w Continuing Committee 
which could investigate the matter thoroughly 
and at leisure, 

SPERCH BY MARQUIS ITO, 

Marquis Ito, ascending the rostrum, said :— 
“The Government can not consent to the pro- 
posal for the appointment of a Continuing 
Committee, The absolate wecessity of in- 
Creasing the tuxes was fully explained to the 
Special Committee by the Minister of State for 
Finance and by myself, This question 
au ordinary matter of legislation admitting of 
Various interpretations. It 
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financial adjustment, aid auless the Bill passes 
the House, the finances will be embarrassed 
even from next year. It is true that there has 
already been a deficiency of revenue, but 
special means of meeting it existed. These 
means are no longeravailable. There is some 
justice in the contention that the Dict should 
not be asked to discuss the question without 
having the whole Budget betore it, But the 
facts are that the unavoidable need of in- 
creased taxation was appreciated by the last 
cabinet, and that a measure in that sense 
would have been submitted simultaneously 
with the Budget had not the House been 
dissolved, It is for that reason that you are now 
asked to consider this Bill. Ifthe Bill might 
be presented without serious inconvenience in 
the approaching regular session, it would not 
have been laid before you now, But I must 
remind you of the fundamental principle that 
the operation of a law relating to taxes can not 
be made retrospective. If the proposed increase 
of taxes be not effected, the finances will be 
embarrassed next yeas, and the obstacles thrown 
in the way of the nation’s progress will be 
greater than the inconvenience caused to the 
Government. Should the rejection of the Bill 
by the Committee be endorsed by the House, 
the Government will have io adopt spe 
measures (Se/sudan no shudan wo torasaru 
bekarasu).” 











A TUMULT. 

At this stage Mr. Tanaka Shozo shouted out, 
“Don't threaten the House,” and a tumult 
arose. 

Marquis Ito added :—" If the taxes can not 
be increased, the Government, whatever respon- 
sibility it has to incur, will not abandon the 
undertakings that have been continued up 
to the present. The increase of the taxes 
is not a matter of financial organization, bu 
for the purpose of making up a deficiency in 
the revenue. I trust that the House will re- 
consider the question,” 

In anewer to questions, His Excellency said 
that he was not unacquainted with the c 
tion of the agricultural classes, but that he 
believed them fairly capable of paying the 
proposed tax. . 

Varions queries and suggestions followed. 
One member culled out, “ Reject the Bill aud 
let the Government adopt its special measure.” 

Marquis Ito said that the special measure to 
which he had referred was to keep the Diet in 
session for any length of time and present the 
same Bill again and again, 

After some desultory discussion the House 
rejected the proposal for a Continuing Com. 
mittee, and proceeded to debate the Bill. 

A member ascended the rostrum and began 
to argue at length against the Bill, but cries ot 
“Closure,” “ Closure,” were raised on all sides. 

SUSPENDING THE House. 

At this stage the President announced the 
receipt of an Imperial Rescript to the effect that 
the House was adjourned until the gth instant. 























THE REVISED INCOME 7AX LAW. 





The project of a revised income tax law, now 
lying before the Diet, is of considerable interest 
to foreigners, as they will be liable to its pro 
visions after the new Treaties go into operation. 
The persons to whom the Law applies are thus 
enumerated :— 

1, Subjects of the Japanese Empire. 

2. Japanese legal persons (#4. associations 
having 4 legal status) and foreign legal persons 
who head offices are in the Japanese realm, 

3- Persons who, though ot Japanese subjects, 
have become domiciled in the japanese vealin, or 
have resided thete for at least a year, 

. Persons who, though not belonging to any ol 
the above categories, detive income from real pro- 
perty in the realy of Japan, or from business 
Cartied on ot professions exercised there, are liable 
in respect of suet i 


























aime. 
The exemptions from obligation to pay in- 
come tax are as follo 


1. Peisons serving in the Army or Navy-du 
a time of war ave exempt, 


suns receiving State relief or pet 


2. P, 
sete of sickness contracted or 




















cured in the discharge of official duties, will 
be sequired to pay tax ou such relief ar pensio 
3. Tax will not be levied on travelliig expenses, 
funds in aid of education, or per sanctioned 
by law. 
4. Tax will not be levied on dividends allotted 
by @ legal person who is already liable 
5+ Tar will not ve levied on the income of a 
legal person who does not seek to ceap a profit. 
6, Tax will wot be levied ou income accruing 
1 a foreign couniry. 
be levied on 
2, and vot derived from busi 

















porasily ace 





Class A.—Incomes uf Legal Persons :== 
Yen. Par 1,000 Yen. 
I—Tucomes of 1,000,000 of upwards, 








2— do ‘500,000 to 1,000,000.. 
3- do 100,000 to 

4—- do 50,000 to 

5— do 30,00010 

6— do 10,000 to 

q— do 5.00010 . 

8— do T,00010 5.000, 

9- do less than 1,000 

Class Bl: jes accening from sent of land, 


houses or tenements, from public or private bonds, 
fiom shares in business concerns, from deposits, 
from loans not connected with regular business, or 
from other property :— 









Yen. Par 1,100 Yen, 

1—Incomes of 100,000 aud upwards 

am = do 50,000 do 

3- do 30,000 © do 

4—- do 20,000 da 

5— do 10.000 do 

6— do 5,000 do 

7— do 3,000 do 

8— do 1,000 do 

g- do 5 do 
10— do lens than 500 .,..., 10 


2 hom agricultural, 
ing, or other busi: 


Class C.—Incomes acern' 
commercial, industial, 
Ness tm 








Per 1,000 Yen. 
ds 





Yew. 
1—Iucomes of 100,000 and upwa 
d 








Per 1,000 Yen. 
1—lIucomes af 50,000 and upwards 





a— do 30,000 do 
3- da 20.000 do 
4- do 10,000 do 
5- da 5.000 do 
6— do 3,000 do 
7- do 1,000 do 
8— do 500 do 


o- less than 500 
Class E.—Incomes not falling unde 
above categories :— 











‘RN. Per 1,000 Yen, 
1—Incomes of 50,000 and upwaids ...... 30 
2— do 30,000 do . 25 
3—- do 20,000 do 20 
4— do 10,000 do 18 
5— do 5.000 do 16 
6— do 3.000 do 14 
q7— do 1,000 do 12 
8— do 500 do. to 
9- do ol less than 500 8 
PORT AKTHOR, 
a 
Admiral Colomb says th n The Times 





about Port Arthur :— 


| find it quite impossible to acquiesce in the belief 
that Port Arthur may be converted into a Gibraltar. 
In the first place, the simile is a bad one, for Gibraltar 
is only impregnable because it is held by those who 
command the sea, Given the **Spanish lines,” in 
the hands of the same Power that commands the sea 
surrounding Gibraltar, and it has no strength at all. 
When we took it “ut it off from the mainland by 
‘oops on the neutral ground. We have rather fallen 
into the way of saying to ourselves that Port Arthur 
must be strong because the Japanese took it so easily ; 
the very weakness of the Chinese garrison being 
held to prove what great things could be done by # 
different one. It appears to me that Port Arthur can 
be easily invested by the ships and troops of the 
Power commanding the surrounding sea, and I cannot 
see that a line of broken up ld supply 
troops and stores for the defence at anything like the 
f€as;ibot Gan/be brought over sea to the 
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DEATH OF CAPTAIN: GRIDLEY. 


THE U.S. NAVAL OFFICER DIES 
AT KOBE. 


(From our own Corrssronpenr.) 
Kobe, June 6,°6.50 p.m. 
Captain C. V. Gridley, ot the U. S, flagship 
Olympia, who had been invalided home, died 
here on board the O & O. steamer Coptic 
yesterday from dysentery. His body has been 
embalmed for conveyance to the States. 


Captain C. V. Gridley was.re-appointed to the 
U.S.S, Ulympiaon July 25h, 1897, having served 
a commission and then gone home on leave, 


He had been suffering grievously from dysentery 
some time before leaving Hongkong for Manila, 
Throughout 
is duties 


but declined to be invalided home. 
the battle of Manila Bay he carried out 
courageously, never allowing his ph 
haustion to interfere with his duty to his coun- 
ty and his flag. His condition gradually grew 
worse, however, and at last, much against his 
will, he had to how to the inevitable. But it was 
his fate not tv see his native land again. In 
him the United States ldses a brave and capable 
officer and the men under his command a loyal 
friend and sympathetic chief, 


FUNERAL SERVICES AT YOKOHAMA. 
Ivprussive CrrzMonigs. 

Nationality was for the moment put aside 
on Thursday among the English-speaking 
population of Yokohama, British subject and 
American citizen united in doing honour to the 
memory of a brave and gallaut officer. The 
news of the death of Captain Gridley, the com. 
mander ‘of the Olympia, with the honours of 
the Manila fight thick upon him, caused almost 
as keen a regret among the English as it 
awakened among the Americans; and in the 
last tribute of respect to his remains the 
British joined reverently and sincerely with 
their cousins. The Stars and Stripes floated 
dejectedly from hall-mast at the American Con- 
sulate, and the Union Jack was hoisted in a 
similar position on most of the British ship: 
the harbonr, including the Coptic, which had 
brought the corpse of Captain Gridley from 
Kobe, The whole of the mournful proceedings 
iustrated the friendly feelings which exist and 
have always existed between English and 
Americans in Yokohania—teclings that the 
stress of recent circumstances has ripened into 
most enthusiastic friendship. 

It bad at first been arranged that the service 
should take place on board the O. & O. liner, 
but it was finally decided that the funeral cere- 
mony should be held at the Union Church, and 
that afterwards the body should be cremated. 
Eleven o'clock was fixed as the hour, but long 
before an expectant crowd of spectators and 
alarge number of mourners had assembled at 
the hatoba awaiting the arrival of the body. 
It was a curious scene, and an impressive one, 
Several big steamers lay alongside the pier, and 
the business of loading and unloading was 
going on noisily, Gangs of coolies were 
singing and shouting over their work, loaded 
trollies passed up and down the pier, snorting 
steam lanuches touched at and put off from 
the landing-stage, and everything, with the 
exception of the pile of wreaths and the black 
coats and solemn looks of the mourners, was of 
the ordinary workaday world—a vivid contrast 
which intensified the solemnity of the sad 
occasion, Preseutly a boat, with the coffin 
on board it, was lowered from the Copiic, and 
a steam launch, propelled sedately at quarter 
speed, towed it to the landing stage. The 
coffin was covered with a naval pall of blue with 
white stars and behind it were seated :—Captain 
Sealby, R.N.R., Commander of the Coptic; 
Mr, Frank Beadwell, first officer; Mr. W, F. 
Morgan, 2nd officer; Mr. W. Loley, fourth 
officer; Mr. Lacey Goodrich, purser; Dr. James 
Mallonie, surgeon ; and Mr. Robert Gore, c! 
engineer. The Japan 
launch were habited in black kimonos, and 
there were half a dozen stout tars from the 
Raleigh, the Boston 


4 . the Conesrdy and the 
Baltimore to act ascbearers! | 6) 









































je attendants, on the] | 





Slowly and reverently the remains:of the gal- 
lant seamen were debarked, and, as a Japanese 
band played the mournful strams of Chopin’s 
Marche Funebre the conége was formed. A 
large party of marines from H.1.J.M.’s gunboat 
Het yen acted as escort, It would be im- 
possible to give a list of all who were present to 
pay the last tribute of respect; it would include 
nearly all of the better known residents of Yoko- 
hama, The following, however, were among 
the service and official gentlemen present:— 
The Hon. A. E. Buck, U,S. Minister to Japan ; 
Mr. J. F. Gowey, U.S. Consul-General at Yoko- 
hama; Mr, Huntingdon Wilson (Second Secre- 
tury of U.S. Legation at Tokyo) ; Mr. G. H 
Scidmore, Mr. J. McLean, and Mr. Moura ( 
tached to the Yokohama Consulate) ; Mr. R.S. 
Miller and Mr. W. Baker (attached to the Lega- 
tion at Tokyo); Lieut. J. B. Briggs, U.S.S. 
Baltimore; Captain F, Davis, R.N.R, 3 Dr. F. 
Anderson, United States Naval Hospital; Dr. 
Hoskyns, British Royal Naval Hospital ; Pay- 
master M. McDonald ; Paymaster Gault, U.S. 
Raleigh; Col, W. W. Brown (National Guard 
of New York State), on his way to Manila; 
Governor Asada, Secretary Rinonye, Chief 
Police Takehifa, and the Marquis C, Nembri 
de Gonzaga (Kencho Officials), Officers of 
H.LJ.M.S, Hei-yen, &e. 

It was some litle time, so long was the 
train of mourners, before the Charch—which 
had meanwhile been half filled by a congre- 
gation consisting. chiefly of ladies—was 
reached. By the time those who had joined in 
the procession had also entered, the accom 
modation afforded by the little building was 
taxed to the utmost, Some kindly hands had 
busied themselves in making the appearance 
of the interior harmony with the solemnity 
of the occasion. Above the organ, at which 
Mr. J. T. Griffin officiated, was draped a huge 
American flag, and the front of the pulpit was 
made beautiful with facshias and other flowers 
and an abundance of greenery, while the flag 
under which the dead man fought and died 
appeared again proudly here. All around were 
hang numbers of lovely wreaths, sent by the 
admirers of the dead seaman, which it had been 
found impossible to place upon the coffin. On 
the let of the chancel there was another mass 
of white flowers and delicate foliage, tied with 
a white silk ribbon bearing the words, ‘ To the 
brave victor.” Over the gallery at the rear, and 
again in the windows on each side of the 
Church, the Stars and Swipes were also to be 
seen, 

As the body was borne into the Church, 
followed by the long line of officers in full uni- 
form and officials in mourning dress, the Funeral 
March was played on the organ, and the first 
solemn sentences of the funeral service were 
repeated by the Rev. E, S, Booth, who then 
read the usual chapter from the Epistle to the 
Corinthians. 

The Rev. Dr, J. G. Cleveland next offered a 
lengthy prayer, in which, referring to the fact that 
not ouly they in Yokohama, but many far away 
were mourning for the deceased, he said :—A 
nation weeps to-day fora nation’s dead. He 
who was loved by his family, by his friends, by 
his comrades, is now loved by a whole nation, 
because it was in the discharge of this duties to 
his country that this, our brother, passed from 
the transitory life of this world to the world that 
lies before us. . . Anation, a great nation 
that has for its foundation stone the brother- 
hood of man, which stands for universal liberty, 
the freedom of all classes, the freedom of thought 
—all that is noble in life. And it was to help 
forward all these things that this our brother 
laid down nis life.” 


HLE. the hon. A. E. Buck then spoke as 
follows :— 

On this sad occasion words are inadequate to 
express what is within our hearts, as we come to 
pay tribute ta the memory of our departed friend 
and here of our navy. All whose pleasure it was 
to ki 1 Gridley, as many of us knew 

i testimony to his'valued services to 
country during our Civil War, lately surpassed 
by his gallant aud distinguished service as Captain 
e yteat sea-fight at Manila 
he should have survived the’ battles, of\our 


















































Civil War, and also should have escaped une 
scathed the greatest naval battle in modern 
times in which he was engaged, to be laid 
low by disease so soon after, seems strange 





to us. But the ways af Providence are insccut- 
able. In grief we are here to pay our last 
ibute to our depaited [ whose uame and 
will ever be green in our memories and 





honoured by the nation he served so well. Among 
the naval heroes who fought the battle at Manila, 
ename of Capt. Gridley, with that of the Ad- 
mital and other heroic men, will appear, and will 
ever be commemorated in song and in the history 
ol the Republic.” 

Mr. J. F. Gowey, the American Consul- 
General in Yokohama, was next called upon to 
say a‘ few words. He delivered himself of a 
warm panegyric on the deceased in the follow 
ing eloquent sentences :— 

We are here assembled to do the little tiat we 
may in giving expression to our regard for a friend, 
our esteem for a high-souled gentleman aud gal- 
lant officer, and que sympathy with his distant 
family. When the news of the Manila victory 

e throbbing over the wires, how many of us 
awaited with anxious heart the details, the list of 
the killed and wounded, half dreading to re 
the record for lear that we should find the names 




















j] of those who had become endeared to us through 


past acquaintance and friendship—men whom 
we had been glad to greet and proud to honour, 
As the particulars of that battle came to us our 
forebodings vanished aud we read the—at first, 
almost incredible announcement of no loss of 
life and but half a dozen of our sailors wounded. 
‘There was then nothing to mac our rejoicing, no 
sad news to dim our enthusiasm, and make us 
half repent the battle won, But death for one’s 
country does not always come on the battlefield or 
the ship's deck; there are enemies as deadly as 
shot or shell, as potent as bullet or sword. Slower 
in execution they ate as certain in effect and to me 
the death of him who lies before us seems more 
heroic if less glorious, than had he gone down 
with the flag floating above him, the din of battle 
about him. Going into action, preyed upon by dis- 
ease, with the pale pliantom already beckoning to 
him, we can surely say that if ever man died for 
his countey so passed away Charles Vernon 

dley. Entering the Naval Academy in 1860, 
serving with ability and comage during the war 
vf the Rebellion, Captain Gridley for 38 years 
devoted his life to his country’s service. As an 
officer he was brave, fearless and determi 
lis career was a credit to himself, a satisfa 





























to his friends and an honour to his cos 
A man of personal dignity, with @ cultivated mind 
and a warm and generous heatl, the esteem 

which, 





he was held, not confined to his own 
ymen, was ouly limited by the extent uf 
his acquaintan fe say to thase who were his 
ileged to be with 

iet home on 













him at the last, ate tow 
the shores of beautiful 2 their 
dead, that we too sorrow wit nd share 
their grief; that although Captain Gridley died in 
a far away land, kind friends ministered unto hin, 
willing hands cared for him and waim hearts 
comforted him to the last. We send to them the 
message of our deepest, tenderesi sympath y, 
membering that his life was dimmed by no disas- 
ter, broken by no flaw, and at the last was sealed 
with the signet of glory. 

The service concladed with the Benediction, 
the coffin remaining in the Charch, while the 
congregation, with the exception of some 
who lingered behind to look at the beautiful 
wreaths, took their departure, The remains 
will be cremated, the arrangements for thjs 
being made by Messrs. Rogers and Abel, of the 
Standard Oil Company, and the ashes will be 
forwarded to America by a later steamer, Mr. 
Holgate was the undertaker. 

Among the many beautiful floral tributes sent 
were a shield, crown, anchor, and wreath con- 
tributed by the American Community of Yoko- 
hama ; and wreaths from Mr. and Mrs, Jas. R. 
Morse, Paymaster M. McDonald, Messrs. G. W. 
Colton, J. W. Copman, E. Rogers, Mr. and Mra, 
L.H. Abel, E. Eagling, Dr. C.H.H. Hall, E. Ry 
H. Manley, Mr. and Mrs, G. W. Bramhall, Dr. 
and Mrs, Anderson, Mie Cree. Miss Powell, 
Dr. and Mrs, Stuart Eldridge, Mr. and Mrs, 
E. V. Thorn, Mr. Jas. W. Weavey, Mr. Chester 
Copman, Capt. and Mrs. C. F. Pope, Patients 
of the U. S, Naval Hospital, Mr. W. L. Merri- 
man, Mrs, Burns, Mr. A, H. Emanuel, Yoko- 
hama Engine and Iron Works, and many others, 
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THE C. P. ROYAL MAIL STEAMSHIP 


LINE. 
ie ees 

We have received a poster advertising the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Compai 
press service by the Royal’Mail Steamship Line. 
The poster is the most beautifully executed thing 
of the kind we haveever seen. The central sub- 
ject is a representation of one of the Company's 
splendid vessels, steaming over a calm sea with 
snow-capped Fuji in her wake. Overhead, six 
of the Seven Gods of Good Fortune look down 
upon her from the clouds, and in the right 
fore-ground Fukuroku-jin, the seventh deity, 
stands before a cliff on which he hag just in- 
scribed an ideographic announcement that by 
no other route than the Canadian Pacific can a 
traveller from Yokohama reach New York in 
17 days and London in 24. It is a very pretty 
design, for it gives usa glimpse of old Japan 
delightedly welcoming the progress of modern 
times. We understand the design originated 
in this country. Whoever can claim the idea 
deserves much credit, ‘The execution, how- 
ever, is principally noteworthy. The celebrated 
Mr. Ogawa, of Tokyo, is responsible for that, 
and we confess that it establishes his title to 
chromolithographic skill not inferior to his at- 
tainments as a photographer. The part of the 
poster is occupied by a skeleton map showing 
the route by steamer from Hongkong vid 
Shanghai, Nagasaki, Kobe, and Yokohama to 
Vancouver, and thence by railway and steamer 
to London, The service is performed by the 
three magnificent steamers of six (housand tons 
bnrden and 19 knots speed-—the Empress of 
India, \he Empress of Japan, and the Empress 
of China, 

From Yokohama to Vancouver is 4,220 miles, 
and as the vessels cross the fortieth parallel of 
Jatilude soon after leaving Yokohama, and the 
fiftieth when half way across, and as the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway starts from Vancouver 
latitude 50° and never gets farther sonth than 
the forty-sixth paraflel at Montreal, the route 
onght to be perfect for summer travelling, and 
at all seasons it will be chosen by people desir- 
ing to make the (rip rapidly. 

















DISTURBANCE IN 1AIPEH PRISON. 
? + 

Information from Formosa, published in the 
Tokyo Asahi, is to the effect that a serious dis- 
turbance occurred in ‘Taipeh Prison on the 
26th ultimo, several convicts as well as prison 
officials being killed and wounded. 

The workshops of the Prison, it seems, are 
divided into six sections, of which the first is 
devoted to tailoring, the third to straw plaiting, 
the fourth and fifth to carpentry, the second 
dlone being without any particular class of oc- 
cupation, Each section contains from 13 to 
20 labourers, 

At 5 o'clock on the afternoon of the 26th 
ultimo, the convicts having been released from 
their work as usual, 24 plasterers und 14 
masons, who had been employed outside the 
prison, returned under escor! of inspectors, and, 
forming file in front of the bath-honse, had 
their chains removed to prepare for bathing. 

* Some three of them were sent away to fetch 
wooden clogs, and no sooner had these re- 
turned, than fifteen convicis in No. 5 Work- 
shop raised a loud outcry and proceeded tu acts 
of violence. One of the mas suddenly attack- 
ed an inspector with a large axe and killed him 
on the spot. Thereapon more than 40 prisoners, 
yelling loudly, attempted to escape from the jail. 
The inspectors, swords in hand, closed the 
Gates of the first, third, and sixth workshops, so 
that only 4 or § rioters in the fourth section 
escaped amid the confusion, Meanwhile In- 
spector Moriyama received a fatal wound on 
the head, and other inspectors and wardens 
were badly injured The prisoners grew more 
uncontrollable, attacking the officers with iron 
bars or carpenters’ tools, and throwing lime to 
blind their eyes. In short, the jail presented a 
scene of the wildest conf und the distur- 














JAPANESE FAC1S AND COMMEN1S. 
ee ee 

The Mainichi says the Russian Minister re- 
sident in Soul demanded fiom the Korean Go- 
vernment onthe rith ultimo a territory extending 
over ten rf outside the Settlement in Mokpho. 
From this there can be no doubt that Russias 
intention is to hold a territory of military 
importance in Mokpho. The recent so-called 
“treaties of co-operation” have not been made 
public, but it is supposed that atthe time when 
the Emperor was removed tothe Russian Lega- 
tion, a Protocol consisting of thirty-six Articles 
was handed over by Li Koshun, the then Korean 
Minister of Finance, Russia's demand at pre- 
sent is said to have been made in conformity 
wiih one of those Articles. The Koreans wona 
victory in regard to the Deer Island question ; 
what attitude will they now take in respect to 
Mokpho? Do the Powers intend to treat Korea 
as they did China, with threats of dismember- 
ment? 

















The general meeting of the Economic 
Investigation Society was held on the 3oth 
ultimo at the Imperial Hotel, Tokyo, when 
over twenty members, including Mes: 
Shibusawa, Osaki, Amenomiya, etc., were 
present, Mr, Shibusawa Kisaku, as Chirman, 
reported that he, together p two other 
colleagues, wailed upon the Minister of Finance 
the other day to ascertain the latter’s views on 
the Government’s financial policy. They were 
furnished with valuable information on the 
subject, and had also secured the approval of 
the leaders of the Liberal, Progress 
National Unionist parties, With regard to the 
Bill presented by the Government for floating 
railway and industrial bonds in foreign markets, 
the meeting decided to forward a memorial 
to the Cabinet as well as to the two Houses, 
urging the advisability of raising the loan, not 
in yearly instalments. but in one sum, in order 
to effect the redemption of old bonds and the 
improvement of the money market. It was also 
decided, on the motion of Mr, Okada, that no 
objection should be made to the increased 
Taxation Bills. 

















The excess of imports still continues, and 
the specie reserve has been decreasing by 
several millions of yen every week for the past 
few months, This tendency seems to have 
increased considerably of late. Below are the 
comparative figures for May :— 





Reserve, wit the previons week, 
yen yen 
64,106,891 pace 
64.876,059 230,232 
63.636 632 240,027 
62.974.322 762,310 





The issued by the Bank of Japan 
increased considerably during the past week. 
The figures stand thus:—Loans to private 
individuals on tle 28th ultimo, 42,520,451 
yen; on the 21st 40,753,618 yen; discount- 
ed bills on the 28.h, 36,374,100 yen; on the 
2181, 37.323 077 ven; totals—78,864 551 yen and 
77,076,695 yen. ‘Thus the increase having 
reached 1,800,000 yen over the previous week, 
the issue of notes above the legal limit was 
aagmented by 3 millions approximately. The 
circulation of yen pieces (inclusive of trade 
dollars) was prohibited on the rst April, but the 
amount now in the hands of the people through- 
out the empire exceeds, according to official 
investigations, 26,508,611 yen. 





From the Yomiuri we gather the following :-— 
Chunkiang, which lies at « distance ot 154 
miles fromthe Pacific Ocean, affords consider- 
able facilities for the anchorage of lacge vessels. 
It now possesses @ population of 250,0Co in addi- 
tion to several huudred aliens in the foreign 
settlement, The place was frequently a scene 
of war, heing of strategical importance, but 
trade flourished, The amount of imports and 
exports daring Jast year reached 18.4773,370 
and 4,556 958 taels respectively, making a total 
of 23,034 328taels, The imports, the Pomiuri 
remarks, ave increased by two million taels as 














bance wes not quelled autil two of prisoners| compared with two years ago. They consist 
had been killed and. one severely Lounge oghe of blankets, kerosene oil, cotton fabrics, 


sugar, and metals, whereas the staples of export 
are beans, rice, wheat, &c. Among the main 
imports. from Japan are matches, cotton 
crape, cotton flannel, yarns, and copper, 
ogether with seaweed and umbrellas, which 
are of secondary importance, The value of 
these commodities imported last year totalled 
183,195 taels, against 210,000 tacls of the ys 
belore last, in which trade was unusually pros 
perous on account of the war coming to a close. 
Following are comparative figures for the Japan- 
ese staples of import to Chunkiang during the 
past three years :— 























thy Taels. iggy Taels, 28,6 Taels 
Matches ... (85,293 101,592 122,487 
Cotton crape + 2,993 775 482 
Copper ws. 124.190 25,719 40,049 
Varus, 9,065 6,991 





That Japanese matches have secured aud are 
still securing a considerable demand in foreign 
markets is beyond question. There is another 
auspicious phenomenon which deserves pub- 
ic attention, namely, the steady increase in the 
import of Japanese yarns into Chimkiang. It 
was in 1894 that Japanesé yarns were first 
entered in the Chunkiang Custom House Report 
as forming a distinct item. The demand for. 
this commodity has so rapidly increased that 
the amount of import in 1895 showed an excess 
of over 7,000 taels over the previous year. No 
accurate information has yet been obtained as 
to the gross value of seaweed imported, but the 
amount is supposed to exceed 45,000 taels 
for last year, As regards exports, beans 
appear to have realized 89,000 taels, and rice 











d | 743,900 taels during last year, these commodi- 


ties being chiefly transported to Canton. 


According to the Mainiché the authorities are 
inclined to appropriate the Indemnity as 
follows :— 

Yen, 
Total Indemnity received se 362,184,499 
To be paid from the above— 


























Special War Funds brought over ... 78,957,164 
Revenue for 2gth fiscal year, carried 
over 1 ie 11,789,389 
Revenue for 3oth fiscal year, 
51,000,000 
19,679,135 
161,425,688 
tie ane nae 200,758,809 
's for the 31st fiscal year— 
the accounts of 
h : 274742,354 
ption to the :emai 
for the goth year... ss 30,704,000 
Amount included in the accounts of 
the 3st fiscal year... ase 10,036,205 
reuse of appropriations made on 
account of Revenue for the gist 
fiscal year... oes ae ss 3,000,000 
Supplementary fund for the gist 
jscal year (estimate) ++ 12,000,000 
Subscription to Bor 
fiscal year 32,710,360 
Subsceipti 17,183,516 
Purchase 
others (esti ) ane 20,000,000 
Loans to the Formosa Bank s+ 3,000,000 
Loans in connection with Séul Inch- 
hon Railway Be ae as, ae BoazOb0} 
Total, a ase va 158,175 975 
Balance " see 42,582,834 








Commenting upon the pressing need of capi- 
tal, the Maéniché says that the loans issued by 
the Bank of Japan at the end of May, compared 





with the corresponding period of last year, were 
as follow :— 
1898. 1897. 





Loans issued ..... 


3844.444 68,335,208 
Discounted foreign bills, aS 


2,722,695 7,799,849 
Thus the figures for this year show an ii 
of 10,432,080 yen—5,509,236 yen in loans and 
4.922,844 yen in discounted bills—over the 
previong year, Yet a glance at the financial 
world shows plainly the inactivity of all enter- 
prises and the considerable diminution in 














domestic, commerce. Under these circum- 
slances the demand for capital ought to have 
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decreased instead of being augmented. The 
stagnation of trade and capital must be ci 
sidered the most inauspicions phenomena i 
the financial world. “6 





The Mippon deplores the indifference of the 
Diet on the subject of foreign diplomacy. 
Since the anthorities, it remarks, first bungled 
in regard to the retrocession of the Liaotung 
Peninsula, they have continaed to show incapa- 
city in all other matters of diplomacy. When 
a representation condemning the Government 
was introduced into the Diet it was supposed that 
it would be received with acclamation and be 
passed by an overwhelming majority. Covtrary 
to all expectations, however, the Representation 
referred to has, after a brief discussion, sustained 
an ignoble defeat, its supporters being only 116 
against 171. The majority of the Diet, the 
Nippon adds, can not be telied upon; public 
sentiment is not represented in the Diet. 








The Tokyo Shimbun urges the necessity of 
persuading China to maintain her independence 
hy exertion and self-culure; in the second 
place it recommends threats or demonstra- 

the event of her proving refractory. 
Japan’s policy towards China as adopted by the 
Cabinet is not, inthe Zokyo Shimbun's opinion, 
free from cause of regret, as it fails to reach the 
point originally contemplated. The bunglings 
of the Government, however, do not warrant 
the presentation of an Address to the Throne, 
The agitators for the Address seem to have no 
idea of the State in their mind, Nor have they 
any regard for the Imperial discretion ; their sole 
purpose is to attack the Cabinet Ministers. The 
Liberals cannot agree with such motives; there 
are other methods for censuring the Ministers 
without giving annoyance to the Emperor. 




















According to the Véppon the coins struck at 
Osaka Mint up to the present seem to have 
heen limited to sursidiaries, no order having 
been received from the Government for the 
manufacture of gold pieces: “The following 
are the estimates for the 3rat year :—Silver 
pieces 50 sen, 20 million ven; 20 sen, 1 million 
yen; 10 sen, 2 million pen ; 5 sex nickel coins, 
2 million yen; 1 sen copper, 100,000 yen, In 
addition to the above figures the followin 
orders were received from the Bank of Japan 
for the manufacture of gold coins between the 
middle of May and the end of June :— 

Weight. Converted 








momme. 











Wunder contract... 3.995.31F 
1,862,348 9.201,534 
Bullion yet to he teceived.. 132,903 1,643,460 


The above bullion was in the hands of the 
Bank of Japan. It is said that since the pro- 
duction of 5 yen gold pieces is attended 
with considerable difficulties, no work in this 
line will be undertaken forthe present. The 
policy of the Mint is to undertake the manu- 
facture exclusively of 10 yen pieces. The pro- 
duction of one sen copper is likewise suspend- 
ed on the ground of serious difficulties atten- 
ding the process, and 10 sen and 20 sen silver 
pieces, being liable to confusion in manufacture, 
are not to be produced at the same time. 
The amount of coins produced from the begin- 
ning of the current fiscal year up till the oth 
May was as follows:—10 yen gold picces, 
365,000 yew ; 50 sen silver coins, 2,910,000 yen ; 
20 sen silver, 31,200 yen; 5 sen nickel pieces 
145,050. The greater portion of the 10 yen 
goid pieces were coined on application by pii- 
vate individuals, They include, however, a 
portion on account of the Bank of Japan, the 
manufacture of gold coins for the Bank being 
commenced a fortnight ago. 

















The correspondent of the Hongkong Tele- 
graph at Manila says that there has been very 
serious sickness among the men of the Boston, 
which is believed to have been caused by the 
Spaniards poisoning the fish. Anti-British de- 
monstrations Manila are intensifying, the 


Queen’s portraits being ed ier These 











statements are (0/bé (accepted, vith. 





KOREAN NEWS. 
enue Bs Sa 

The marine guard for the Russian Lega- 

tion at Sdul was withdrawn permanently on 


231d May. 


The English Charge d Affaires, Mr. J. N. 
Jordan, formally presented his credentials to 
His Majesty the Korean Emperor on 19th May. 





The Korean Department of Agriculiure has 
resolved to establish a Textile Industrial Factory, 
to encourage the development of skilled labour 
in the Empire. G 


We are always pleased to welcome additions 
to the English language, but the line must be 
drawn somewhere, and we think it is reached 
when the Sdul Independent endeavours to foist 
the word indignation upon its readers. What 
does it mean? 


The controllers of the work on the mauso- 
leum of the late Empress, Yi Hoik, Yi Jungno, 
and Kim Chonghan who were placed under 
arrest some time ago for their unsatisfactory 
work, have been sentenced to 15 years’ banish- 
ment on Chul-to Island in Hwangju Province. 





Ye Wanyong, Governor of North Chullado, 
issues a proclan to the following effect + 

In Christianity itself there is nothing object 
able, But of late instances of disorderly and w 
lawful deeds committed by some of the followers of 
that religion ave more and more increasing. Is it 
because they have not learned the spirit of the 
doctrine, or because they do fail to put into effret 
the precepts of the religion? Be the cause what it 
may, those who break laws ave criminals, Hence. 
forth, come and report to me at once if any Chris 
tian violates the law of the land, He shall be 
punished without indulgence. 


Yi Byengku, Choi Haknai, Yi Myongku, and 
others, says the Zndependent, formed a com- 
pany whose landable object was to eke ont 
their fortune by counterfeiting money, After 
having succeeded in turning out a large sum 
of spurious coins (presumably nickel pieces), 
they buried the machine and tools in deep 
holes outside the North-east gate. The secret 
might never have seen the light, for holes do nat 
have ears, if walla do, But, Yi Byengku refus- 
ing to lend some 200 dollars to his cousin, the 
latter divulged the secret to the authorities. 
The guilty persons were arrested and their pro- 
perly, personal effects not excepted, has been 
confiscated. 





















A military college is about to be opened in 
Korea. Candidates are expected to be “healthy, 
muscular, and intelligent ;” their ages to range 
from 18 to 27, There are to be three courses, 
two accelerated and one regular.” The regular 
course is to be completed in five years. Siu 
dents pursuing this course are to be fed and 
clothed at the expense of the Government, 
Beginning from next year, a regular cadet is 
to receive $2 per month as pocket*money which 
will be increased at the rate of one dollar per 
month each succeeding year. After his gra- 
duation, if there be no vacancy in the rank of 
company officers, he is to be given the salary 
of second lieutenant while waiting for a vacancy. 








The Mai it Sinmun is a Korean daily news- 
paper published in the vernacular. Recently it 
came into collision with the Foreign Office, and 
the Zndependent translates into its columns, 
the Mazé-it Sinmun's leader on the matter:— 

“Last Friday, the igth inst, ane of our editorial 
staff was sumatoned to the Foreign Office by the 
order of the Mini QT ers of the office 
nthe suc» 
aying that it was indispensable 
to the country, Then came the following dialogue: 

We don't know how, but you have 
reproducing in your jouenal the 
our office and fo- 
e is danger of divulging the 
‘The two legations whose com- 






















seciets of state, 
munications you have made public have repeated 
ly demanded why we allowed office seciets to be 
published in the Maiil Sinmun and the Kanjo 





‘himpo, the copies of which they have sent ws as 








wf, We are much troubled on this account.” 
itor; Ia the fist place, the Minister for the 
eign Affairs is not @ foreigner, wor does, this 





pi 


CeIG he 

















office belong toa foreign vation. How is it then 
that you should catty 
foreign legations while 
own people? In critical times like these if such a 
trifling affair Voubles you, how can you expect to 
die for the country when foreign powers: should 
invade hee with an army? You tell me that the 
Papers give you a deal of trouble. Would it be 
right for us to speak ouly in the interest of fore 
powers as ot for the benefit of Korea? 
Not so, But as we have to send 
teplies (o the twa legations on the subject, we want 
to consult you conceming the best way of answer: 
ing them.” 

Editor. a simply tell them that, as you 
and the editors ate the subjects of Korea, and as 
we ave all interested in maintaining the integrity 
of the country, the foreign legations have no tight 
to interfere with our actions, 

“Toe gist of the complaints made by the 
legations was that it was wrong to let the public 
know what had been told the Minister in con- 
fidence and that the editor of the journal should 
be punished for publishing the same. * * * Luis 
all tight for the said legations to forward the ine 
Lerest of their own nations, But we deem it im- 
Proper to demand in an official document the 
punishment-of him who may speak for the good of 
his own cor Our officers and people are this 
mach advanced ; and we sincerely hope our forrign 
friends will treat us little differently than before, 
so as to promote the amicable telations existing 
between Korea and other countries.” 
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CHINESE NOTES. 
a 

The Royal Humane Society have awarded 
their bronze medal to Mr, F. Harris, chief 
officer of the revenue cruiser Cauentiao, in 
recognition of his plucky act in rescuing a sailor 
who fell overboard in Shanghai on the 2gth of 
August last, —_—— 

The Shén Pao says that the Tsung-li Yamén 
has obtained permission of the Emperor to con- 
struct a railway trom Ningpo to Shaoshing. 
The contracting merchants propose to loan Tis. 
4,000,000 at 6 per cent, per annum, repayable 
in four or five year 

















Chinese reports from Amoy appearing in a 
contemporary state that the prefectural city of 
Ch'‘uanchon, Fukien, tv which Amoy also be- 
longs, has lately been visited by the plague, and 
in such a degree that sixty and more deaths are 
now daily reported in the city itself, without 
counting those dying in the suburbs and villages 
iu the immediate vicinity. 











A report has reached Shanghai from Peking 
that the Tsungli-Yaméo has inclined a favour- 
able ear to the bitter cry of the Customs Staff, 
id that the pay of the Indoor Staff is to be 
doubled, that of the Outdoor Staff raised by 66 
per cent, and that of the Chinese Staff by 50 
percent. The 4.C. Daily News gives the 
report with all reserve. 


A Chinese Imperial edict announces the 
death of Prince Kung on the 29th of May, The 
Emperor bestows upon the late Prince the 
posthumous title of Prince Kung the Faithful,” 
and a tablet bearing these words is to be placed 
in the Memorial Temple dedicated to Wise and 
Faithful Ministers of the Dynasty, by command 
of the Emperor, 





he Daily Chinese Progress reports that a 
certain Russian lately approached Governor 
Liao of Chékiang offering to pay a royally, an- 
nually, for the monopoly of the kerosene oil 
trade in that province, the said sum to cover 
also all dues or likin for oil en route to destina- 
tion, The bait is a tempting one, as the sum 
offered far exceeds the amount now collected 
by the likin offices for that article. Governor 
Liao, however, has given no answer to the 
offer and is now awaiting the instructions of the 
Tsungli Yamén, to whom he has communicated 
the matter, 








The Daily Chinese Progress states that on 
the 23rd May, as the district magisirate of the 
city ot Changshu, near Soochow, was inspecting 
some canal work outside Changshu, he was 
surrounded by several thousand women and 
children of the district praying him to open the 
Git¥cgranaries for the sale of cheap tice owing 
tothe scarcity, in the dispict, The magistrate 
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tried (o temporise with his pleaders, who there. 
upon became violent, tearing his official hat 
from his head and almost disrobing the ‘great 
man.” Fortunately a number of the local gentry 
came to the official’s rescue, but not before the 
latter had promised his female assailants that 
he would see to the granting of their ‘ prayer” 
as soon as he returned tohis yamén, for which, 
of course, he left at once, 


All interested in the work of the Zien Tsu 
Hui will learn with pleasure, remarks a Shang- 
hai journal, that a proclamation has been issued 
by the acting Provincipal Judge of Hunan, 
H.E, Huang Kang-tu (formerly Consul-General 
at Singapore), exhorting the people to unbind 
their female children’s feet and praising the 
energy and work of the Society in Hunan and 
elsewhere. lt appears now that the district 
magistrate of Shaoyanghsien also of his own 
accord issued recently a similar proclamation 
destined for distribution in the highlands which 
compose a great part of his jurisdiction. The 
people of the hill country of Hunan have but little 
intercourse with the dwellers in the plains, and 
the promulgation of the proclamation aims at 
informing the highlanders of the new movement. 














A 


umber of Manchus belonging to the Ban- 
nts in garrison at Nanking made a 
savage allack on the district magistrate of 
Shangynan, the other day, says the M.-C. Daily 
News, while the latter was holding an inquest 
aver the body of a Manchu who had committed 
suicide in the Chinese quarter of Nanking. The 
riotous Manchus tried to make the magistraie 
give a decision that the man had been murdered 
by a certain rich Chinese living near by, 
but the self-destruction was so clear and the 
number of eye-witnesses so many, the deed 
being done in the public thoronghfare, that the 
magistrate sternly refused the hoisterons request 
of the Manchus, who doubtless wanted this 
chance to extort money from the rich merchant 
in question, The result was that the magistrate 
was badly mobbed, and would have lost his life 
had not help come in time. As soon as Viceroy 
Liu was informed of the affair, he ordered the 
eight regiments of Manchus to appear before 
him, and gave them three days to arrest the 
ringleaders of the attack for punishment on pain 
of being severely denounced to the Throne. 














NEWS OF THE WEER. 
- + 


It is reported that the U.S, battleship Oregon 
is coming to reinforce Admiral Dewey's 
squadron, but inasmuch as the Oregon, when 
we last heard of her, was en route for the 
Atlantic from the Pacific coast, we do not see 
how she can be destined for the Philippines. 











The Captain of the Spanish gunboat Callao 
has not been shot, as was at first stated, but has 
heen confined within certain limits in Manila 
and the populace are clamouring for bis execu- 
tion, Tis probable that Admiral Montojo will 
not be court-martialled, as the public leeling 
against him is abating somewhat. 





The Government has decided on the ques 
tion put by the Kobe Customs authorities 
as to whether some Japanese swords and armout 
which wee being shipped ax cutios 10 New 
York were contraband of war, The Customs 
have been instructed to allow the shipment of 
the goods, says the (Chronicle, 





The charges in connection with the Kobe 
Custom House fraud came on for trial on Mon- 
day morning in the Kobe Chiho Saibansho. 
There are 39 defendants, and 16 lawyers ate 
employed in their defence. Some of the defen- 
dants, says the Chronicle, were arrested last 
November, and the others have been kept in 
prison awaiting tial since the beginning of the 
year. —. 

Mr. Cowie, Managing Director of the British 
North Bormeo Company, who was sent out by 
the Board with a great flourish of trumpets to 
pat matters straight, has suddenly returned to 

















urope. His relations with the ofiicy ve not, | manders knew well that fighting was hopeless, 
taysa China paper; heenaof ithe Qos: dy dial ‘i y fought because they kuew that public 
] e JNIWE 


nature, Two officets of position and expeti 
ence have had to resign the service owing, it is 
said, to their having expressed in very strong 
terms their opinion touching the peace-at-any- 
price policy which Mr, Cowie desires to pursue 
in regard to Mat Salleh, the notorious dacoit. 


The steamer Knight of St. George, which 
arrived at Kobe trom Rangoon on the 4th inst. 
reports passing the steamer Labuan off the 
North-East coast of Borneo, She signalled that 
she had broken one of the blades of ber pro- 
peller, but was able to make 64 knots an hour. 
The steamer wished to be reported. 





News from Aden says that the P. & O. steamer 
Ganges, which left Bombay, on the 16th April, 
with a general cargo and one passenger for 
‘Aden, narrowly escaped grief in Aden harbour. 
She arrived at 1 a.m. on the 22nd April, and 





before entering the harbour was taken charge] " 


of by Pilot Eckert, of the Aden Pilot Service. 
Owing apparently to some miscalculation in 
the matter of distance, the Ganges made for a 
lightship, with which she collided, and going 
forward became embedded in the sand. In this 
position she lay for four hours, and then floated 
off at high tite. Fortunately no damage was 
d ne, but those aboard the vessel at the time 
she grounded were nota little anxigus, 











There is an impression in some quarters— 
says the China Matl—ihat because the Spaniards 
were beaten at Manila they are necessarily poor 
fighteis. On this score, an attempt is being made 
to belittle the American success, This is hardly 
fair. Impaitial observers, men who have no 
reason to favour the Spaniards, are unanimously 
of opinion that in spite of the blundeis of their 
superiors the Spanish sailors fought pluckily 
aud well, Their ships, it must be remembered, 
were anchored part of the time, and during the 
remainder of the fight had a prescribed area in 
which to manceuvre, thus affording compara- 
tively easy targets for the American gnnnets, 
whereas the American ships were under full 
steam, were therefore mobile, and mangenvred 
in such a way as to make them less easy ot 
attack, These facts point to one conclusion— 
that the Spanish sailors still reiain the fighting 
spirit that animated their progenitors, 














The Honkgong Daily Press mentions the 
atrival in Hongkong of a Mr. Doore, who has 
acted for two or three years as manager ot a 
coal mine nearCebu. He shows that the revolt 
at Cebu was entirely the fault of the Spaniards 
The Daily Press continues :—The bombard- 
ment of Cebu by the Spaniards scemaé to have 
been most uncalled for. Before the bombard- 
ment a notice was issued to foreigners telling 
them to seek a place of safely, The British 
Consul protested against any bombardment, 
inasmuch as there was nota single rebel in the 
place. His avords, however, had no effect, and 
in consequence thousands of pounds’ worth of 
properly was wantonly destroyed, With regard 
to the defences at Cebu and Iloilo, Mr. Doore 
says many of the guns are of a most antiquated 
design, some of them being over a hundred 
years old, Only about one-half of the Spanish 
troops in the Philippines are at Manila, the rest 
being distributed among Iloilo, Cebu, and other 
places, 











The resident correspondent of the Hongkong 
Jelegraph, writing from Manila, says:—I met 
Don Juan de la Concha, the Captain of the 
Don ‘Fuan de Austria, the other day, and he 
told me that the Spanish fleet was in a shock- 
ing state when the: Americans arrived. The 
Castilla and Ulloa had their machinery broken 
down at the time, the latter having only two 
guns that could be used, while the former was 
so old and leaky that it needed all her engine 
power to keep lier afloat. The £7 Duero had 
but one gun, and was of leas than wo hundred 
tons displacement, The Jsla de Luson and 
Isla de Cuba had only one protected deck, and 
the Don Juan de Austria had three guns, one 
of which’ was useless. ‘The Spanish Com 





opinion would turn against them otherwise, 
The fleet did not surrender dusting the first 
attack, and, had the Americans not withdrawn 
from the engagement when they did, the Spa- 
niards would have gone out to meet them and 
died to a man, 





Foreign residents in Japan may be interested 
in the manners and customs of that curious 
production, the honse-boy, as developed in 
China. The Rev. Father Spada, of the Cas 
tholic Mission, in the Hongkong Police Court 
charged Kwok Chi Sha, a house boy, with dis- 
orderly behaviour. Itseems, says the Hongkong 
Telegraph; that defendant was discharged from 
the Mission in November last, He was re- 
peatedly ordered to go but would not, and the 
police had to be called in, A letter was read 
from Bishop Piazzoli in which it was stated that 
defendant had been ordered to leave but would 
t, and that he brought in people whom he 
regaled with the bishop's wines and cigars, A 
fine of $5 or fourteen days was imposed. 











Ava recent meeting of the Royal Geographic: 
al Society, Dr. Luigi Sambon delivered an 
address ou the acclimatisation of the white man 
in tropical lands, contending that heat had 
not so much to do with the diseases from which 
he suffered in them as the germs of disease to 
be found in the localities themselves. This 
was shown by the fact that European families, 
which had been settled in tropical areas for 
some two centuries, showed no sign of deter- 
ioration in their members exe-ptin occasional 
Inberculosis or leprosy, which had nothing to 
do with heat. Dr, Manson (Colonial Office) 
agreed with (hese ideas, and emphasised the 
necessity for a more energetic study of tropical 
diseases and their germs; while Dr, Jobnston 
pointed out that dysentery, malarial and bluck- 
water fever, which rendered Cenual Africa so 
deadly to Europeans, were all germ diseases. 








SCULLING RACE. 


A single scull race took place on Thursday 
night in connection with the Yokohama 
Amateur Rowing Club. The water was rather 
too rough to admit of rowing outside the break- 
water and the course was therefore from a point 
just within the breakwater round a flag boat by 
the Pier, and back to the starting point, 


The following started: —L, Motta, H. Irwine, 
E. H. Twine, and H. Goddard. Mottu took the 
lead at the start, closely followed by Goddard 
and H. Irwine, and he was two to three 
lengths ahead at the boat-house. Al this point 
H. Inwine collided with a yacht, and was 
brought to a full stop, and Goddard, who was 
just behind, also had to pull np, Irwine soon 
picked up and overtook EH. Irwine, but God- 
dard was hopelessly left behind, and was unable 
fo make up the lost ground, Motu finished 
an easy winner by « dozen lengths, H. Jrwine 
being second, and E.H. Inwine thid. God- 
dard did not finish, 

















ARREST OF “C. D, NELSON.” 


ge 

The man named G. E, McKay, who is alleg- 
to have defrauded a Yokohama tradesman 
under the name of C.D. Nelson and to have 
afterwards absconded, was arrested on the 
3rd at Kyoto by the Japanese police anthe- 











uitie: Ic is stated that he stayed at the 
Oriental Hotel, and left without paying its 
charges. Itis also charged against him that 


he obtained goods to the value of yen 479, at 
the watch importer Kawakita’s, Bentendori ; 
yen 20 from the Azama-Shokai, No. 102, 
Setlement, and yen 10.40 from the bookseller 
Maruya, Benten-dori,  Lvis alleged that he also 
ordered clothes value yen 69 and yen 35 of the 
Chinese tailor Tokutai, Before he got the 
clothes, however, he left for Hakone, after- 
wards making his way 10 Kyoto, 

McKay, it appears, is a British subject and 
he figs ee bevdtH.B.M.'s Consulate at Kobe 
for-examination. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
cen 


BENEFITS OF WAR. 





To tux Epttor or THe “ Jaran Mat 
Ste,—With all due respect for the opi 
those who are positively oppo 
circumstances, who believe itis 
evils ” and is contrary to the will of God, the fact 
remains that wars have rendered 
benefits to. mankind in unerous per 
historical devel Both sacred an 
history teach us that wars have in many i 




















ids of 











ment of human society 








sof our race, and we may 





ion of 
dito war under all 
the greatest of all 


Iculable 





profane 
lances: 
aided the progress of civilization and the develap- 
We may deplore the 
chatge it to the “ depraved 





plan for every emergency, ‘The following telegram 
kes it plain that such a course ix expedient 
view of several 











mergencies, which, Reuter is care 
ful to inform us, may arise. 

May 30th. “The Spanish Reserve Squadron 
has left Cadiz, Its destination is either Cuba, the 
Philippines, or America as the Government may 
deem expedient.” 

It is more reasonable far to suppose that there 
is an etror in Wansmission than to suppose that 
Reuter, the reporter of the world’s news, should 
condescend ta the kindet-garten instruction given 
above. There is reason to suppose that what he 
actually telegraphed was thi 

‘The Spanish teserve squadron hay left Cadiz on 
apolar expedition, [ty destination ix either the 
North Pole or the South Pole ay the Government 
may deem expedient, but pri 





























to starting: the 





t that if all men were as good as they | Goyernment had not decided which Pole was the 
ought to be “wars would be Man's! more in need of its help. 
depravity, if you please, has cause: ncrable} At last there seems to be one more fact upon 


wats which in) tun have taught himself useful 





y of ar lly as seen 
from the standpoint of Old ‘Testament inspicati 
and as interpreted by the 
will show that more th ¢ Jehovah 
directly ordered war to be waged by H 
people, even wars of conquest and exterm 
and as the ouly practicable means to the accom. 
plishment, of the Divine purpose. ‘The historical 
hooks of the Old ‘Testament, from Gi 

















not becited here. God even sometimes used bis 
igels ax warriors. Who will say that it was not 
a distinct gain to bu 
when the Hebrews, delivered from the tyranny ol 
Egypt with high hand and outsteched arm, drove 
out the barbarians who inhabited Palestine with 
the edge of the sword and took possession by force 
of arms of their ancient heritage? ‘The wars of 
King David were for the most part necessary for 
the establishment of Israel as a nation and were 
successful under the special blessing of God. On 
the other hand, sacred history tells us that Jehovah 
employed even pagan armies al different times 
against’ His own people on act tof their 
wickedness, ‘The soldiers of the Roman army who 
encamped round about Jerusalem, beleaguered 
the sacred city, and razed it to the ground, were 
in so doing fullfilling Divine prophicy. 

Single batiles have been turning points and 
watersheds of history. ‘Think of Marathon, 
Thermopylae, of Poitiers, of Hastings, ol 
Marston Moor, of Bunker’s Hill, of Leipzig, of 
Waterloo, of Gettysburg, and Appomattox! Had 
the Persians won at Marathon instead of the 
Greeks, how different would subsequent history 
have been. The triumph of Greece in that me- 
morable stiuggle placed Greek civilzation in the 

Tt was a winmph af civilization over 
barbarism, In the battle of Poitiers, in 732 A.D., 
Charles Martel, called ‘the Hammer of God," 
won such a decisive victory over the Saracens, 





























































that it turned back forever the tide of Mohamme- 


danism which threatened to inundate Europe, and 
saved the continent for Chiistia 
At Waterloo, Napoleon, the modern example of 
ancient antocracy, lost his power for ever. 
American civil war was a te 

blessings have been beyond pi 
likened unto a surgeon's kr 
tersible instrument, yet velimes necessary. 


Yours tuly, E. W. VOEGELEIN. 
Tokyo, June 2nd, 1898. 














ible affair, yet its 
War may be 


















ANOTHER WEEK OF REUTER’S 
INFORMATION. 


‘To THs Epiror oy THe “Japan Mau. 
Stx,—Up to May arst R 








monstrating the state of quivering mobility of the 
At that time the squadron 
May 


Spanish squadron. 
was reported at Santiago de Cuba. On 
aged we are informed that “the whereabs 
Admiral Cerveras’ squadron continue 
On May 2gth we hear, “it has left Santiago, but 
its present whereabouts are uncertai On the 
26th it is back again at Santiago and “hemmed 
in by the American ships. 

On the 28th we learn that “ at a conference held 
between President McKinley, the Sectetaties of 
State, and the Admirals and Generals, it is under 
stood to have been decided to commence opera- 
tions against Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the Philip: 
pines, # i proves that Admiral Cerveras is hemmed 
in” Of course Reuter could not have italicized 
the above passage, but its brilliance should be 
called attention to. 
sident and his Adatiral who were doing the hemm- 
zim, have any ceitain news about that same 
hemming in, But the President a 
advisers have sat in council 
































if 
spied chroniclers, 






esis to 
Nehemiah, afford abundant examples which need 


an society for all times, 


ty and progress. 


The 


which, thongh a 


ter succeeded in dé- 





Neither Reuter, nor the Pre= 


re array of [afforded i 
this Fo eh °4 i December 23rd, announcing that the 





which to rely, Up to this time all that we could 
affiim was that there is, somewhere, a Spanish 
squadron, ‘The follo ‘telegram has the ap- 
pearance of Uuth : 4 

May 31. The Navy Department at Wash- 
ington has received a telegeam from Commodore 
dove Schley confirming the report of the presence 
of the Spanish Fleet at Santiago de Cu 

So at last the squadron is at rest, and the history 
of its manceuvres during the past two weeks has 
tanght us more of the tactics of the reporter than 
of Utase of the Spanish admiral, 

Having in mind the excellent motto of the 1e- 
porter I sign myself, 

Wuart can’ Be PRocuRED 
Snoup Be MANUFACTURED 
























TAE FAR EAST. . 
—— ea, 
‘THE CHINA CORRESPONDENCE. 





From “Tue Times,” Aprit 25. 

The promised correspondence respecting the 
affairs of China (China, No. 1, 1898) was laid 
before Parliament on Saturday, It begins with 
a telegram from Her Majesty's Minister at Pek- 
ing dated November 17th, 1897, announci 
the arrival of German men-of-war at Kiao-chou 
in consequence of the murder of German mis- 
sionaries in Shantung, and the first part relates 
chiefly to the demands subsequently made upon 
China by the German Government and the 
agreement finally negotiated at Peking by the 
German Minister. A despatch from Her Ma- 
jesty’s Ambassador at Berlin dated January 28ch 
sums up the assurances given on this subject 
by the German Government to that of Great 
Britain, Sir Frank Lascelles writes :— 

Thad a conversation this alternoon with Herr 
von Bilow, who recewed the assurances he had 
alieady given me of his earnest desire tocome to 
a good nndestanding with Her Majesty's Go- 
vernment, He said that he had seen with plea- 
sute that several of the leading news) apers 
England had laken # favomable view of the Ger- 
man action in China, and had written in a friendly 
spirit of the occupation of Kiao-chou, He repeat 
ed what he had previously told me, that the 
German Government had carefully selected a port 
which was vot in the direct sphere of English in- 
terests, and that we need feel no apprehension 
from a commercial point of view, as he was con 
vinced that Kiao-chou would be opened to the 
commerce of the world, Iu fact, he said, the 
German Government fully shared the English 
view of colonization, and believed that our system 
of opening our ports to the commerce of the world 
was the best in the interests of the colonies ther 
selves, He hoped, therefore, that the former good 
relations between the two countries would eventus 
ally be re-established, and he believed that all th: 
was tequired was a little patience. 

Of far greater interest is the portion of this 
correspondence relating to the action of Russia. 
As early as October 171h her Majesty’s Minister 
at Peking, when remonstrating with the Russian 
Chargé d'Affaires with regard to his demand 
for the removal of the English engineer in chief 
of the Northern Chinese Railways, was inform: 
ed by M. Pauloff that “the Russian Gover 
ment intended that the provinces of China 
bordering on the Russian frontier must not 
come under the influence of any nation except 
Russia,” 

A further indication of Russian policy was 

a telegram from Sir C. MacDonald, 

















































Chinese Government had given permission for 
the Russian fleet to winter at Port Arthur. 
Count Muravieff gave the following explanation 
of this measure to Sir N. R. O'Conor on the 
rath of January :— 

His E: 





ellency referred to the wintering of the 
Russian fleet at Port Arthur as a temporary 
measure, taken with the f sent af the Chinese 
Government, and occasioned by the difficulty uf 
hathouring a large fleet in Japanese ports; and 
he briefly alluded to the seizure of Kiao-chou by 
Geimany, observing that when the Russian Reet 
had left the port, after wintering there, the Chin. 
ese Government had given them a prior right of 
anchorage—* le droit du premier mouillage.”” 























In this arrangement Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment appear to have acquiesced without further 
debate. But the Russian Government was not 
deterred thereby from soon raising objections 


to the presence of English warships at Port 
Arthur;— 


Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquis of Salisbury. 
St. Petersburg, January 19, 1898. 

In the course of my interview with the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs to-day on the occasion of bis 
weekly reception his Excellency complained of 
the action of the British gunboats in entering: 
Port Authur, Theie proceedings, he said, were 
looked upon here as so untriendly as to set afloat 
tumours of war with Great Britain, and the 
Rossian Ambassador had consequently received 
tostructions frou him to make representati 
dly spirit to you lordship on the matte 

Tobserved that [ was unable to perceive how the 
exercise of aright secured tu us by the Treaty of 
Tientsin (Article LIL) could be construed as an 
unftiendly act; the boats in question had pro- 
bably gone to Port Arthur on a reconnaissance, 
such as is usual in those waters, and [added that 
I did not suppose your lordship had given orders 
respecting their mavements. 

Count Mivavieff vext spoke to me of a rumour 
that had reached him to the effect that the opening 
of Talienwan as a Weaty port was to be one of the 
conditions of the lo: This, he said, he could not 
regard as a friendly action, if it were tue, 
plied that Thad as yet heard nothing of this 
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8B | stipulation, but that his Excellency must be aware 





that the ain of ow policy 
the country to foreign ade as much as possible. 

‘The Marquis of Sali-bury to Sir N. O’Conor. 

Foreign Office, January 26, 1898. 

Sir,—The Russian Ambassador called at this 
Office on the 20th instant, and said that he had 
just received a telegram fom St. Petersburg, 
stating that the Jmmorlalité and Redpole Wad wow 
arrived at Port Arthur. ‘The telegram went on 
to say that the Russian Government attached 

eat im ce to the maintenance of the mm 
friendiy relations with Great Britain in the E 
East, and they hoped that we should show 
desire to avoid any friction in their sphere of 
fluence in China, 

His Excellency was informed that, ay fat as 
actyal facts were concerned, it had been under- 
stood that the Zphigenia alone Wad remained at 
Port Arthur, and that she had wow left. I any 
other vessels had called, as they might have done 
in the ordinary course of cruising, they were not 
likely to remain, 

In consequence of his Excellency’s remarks, the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty duaving, at 
my request, made inquiries hy lelegraph of the 
Commander-in-Chief on the Chiva nas to 
the British vessels of war at Port Arthur, Me de 
Staal was informed that neither the /mmortalé 
vor the Redpole were there, the ouly British slip 
at Poit Acthus being the Iphigenia, which would 
be leaving in afew days, Her visit to Port Arthur 
was made under instructions from the Admiral, 
issued in his own discretion, and not in con- 
sequence of any directions from her Majesty's 
Government, TF thought it right, however, to ob- 
serve (hat British ships of war have a perfect right 
to visit Part Arthur and other Chinese po 
that neighbourhood, and that there did not appear 
to be any ground for saising objections or attach: 
ing special significance to such visits. 

Tam, &c. Satispury. 


The effect produced at Peking by the Russian 
version of this incident in the midst of the loan 
negotiations is seen in a telegram from Sir 
Claude MacDonald. 


Sit C. MacDonald to tie Marquis of Salisbury, 
Peking, January 27th, 1898. 

It is stated in_a Renter's telegram publistied 
here that it is officially announced at St. Peterse 
burgh that British men-of-war have received orders 
to quit Port Arthur immediately in consequence 
of Feprddeilatioiy thade by Russia, 

Ae i ve 


China was to open up 
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Lord Salisbury replied on January 27 to the 

following effect : 
Foreign Office, January 27, 1898. 

Statement that Admiral has been directed to 
withdraw ships from Port Arthur is a pur ven 
tion, The Zmmoralité was ordered to Chusan on 
the roth January. 

But this disclaimer apparently failed to weaken 
the impression produced on the Yamén, and or 
January 31 Sir Claude McDonald telegraphed 
trom Peking 


Yamén at a meeting yesterday informed me 
that they greatly appreciated the generosity and 
good will displayed by Her Majesty's Government 
in offering to help them by guaranteeing a loan, 
They considered the financial terms very 
rous, and the concess as they could grant, 
because they were h for the benefit of 
China as for foreign Powers, and they would 
gladly accept our offer if left to themselves, but 
Russia had used such threats that they saw no 
way out of the difficulty but coming to some ar- 
rangement with Japan, and borrowing neither 
from England nor Rus: 

T pointed ont that if Russia were prepared for a 
hostile move she could easily find some other pre- 
text, and that China had better make her stand in 
4 matter where she would have general sympathy. 

‘They said that a promise of protection against 
Russia was the only thing that would help them, 

‘They said that the French Chargé d’Affaives 
had again been to see them, and had poken very 
violently against the opening of Na 

Another meeting, at which the Princes are to be 
present, is atranged for Wednesday, when I am 
to receive a definite answer, 
















































With regard to the first assurances conveyed 
by the Russian Government a Note trom thé 
Russian Ambassador (o Lord Salisbury and the 
Foreign Secretary's reply throw an instructive 
light upon the vexed question of “writen” as 
against “ verbal B 





(T'ranslation.) 
2 London, Feb. 10, 1898. 

M. Ie’ Marquis,—Iu the fine and eloquent speech 
» which you dealt with the political situation last 
Fuesday in the House of Lords, your lordship 
ecessarily touched on the affaics of the Bar East, 
which ave at this moment of so much importance. 

In the course of your remarks, and while allud- 

to the 115 to which the question of Talicnwan 
had given tise, you had occasion to announce to 
the House that you had received from the Imperial 
Government spontaneously the written assurance 
that any part which Russia might obtain for 
the outlet of her trade in those regions would be 
a free port open to the trade of Kngland, Your 
lordship added that a free port was better than a 
treaty port, and therefore, being assured that 
Talienwan would be a free port, it mattered hile 
tw you to know whether it would be a treaty port 
or not. 
+ As [had the honone of being the means of 
Comammicating the assurance in question to her 
Majesty's Government, I would ask leave 10 
yake Certain observations with a view lo remove 
all ambiguity from the meaning of my com. 
mimnication. 

‘These observations refer to two points—one 
rely of form, the other relating to the substance 
of the questio 

As to the fist, [think I should point out that 
my communication was vot watten, but verbal. 
Your iordship will remember that it was conveyed 
to you through the Per ent Under-Secreta 
at the Foreign Office, [left no written comm: 
cation in Sir T,Sanderson’s hands, 1 confined 
vyself io translating 10 him the tenour of the 
instructions which Thad just received, and asking 
hiny to inform you of them, Similarly your lord= 
ship's reply, which was transmitted through the 
same channel, is tegarded by me as a verbal 
communication. 

As to the second point, it appears to me that a 
slight misunderstanding has crept into the dist 
tion to be drawn shetween a free port and # Wealy 
port. [vis perhapy due to 4 difference of termi 
nology. The English term “free port” appears 
to correspond to the Freach term “port franc 
(* porto franco”) —that is, a port where goods im- 
ported aie exempt from all import dues—whereas 
a treaty port, while being equally open to inter. 
national commerce, subjects it nevertheless to the 
observance of the Customs regulations and tariffs 
in force in the country where the port is situated, 

Ivis only the latter class of ports to which my 
communication had reference, [ did not make 
of the term “ port franc.” 

I cannot, moreover, in any way ant 


decisions my Goverment, whic 
esefvati 
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of acquiring an outle! 








ele ave aware that they must 


temains free either to establish a “ porto fianco” 
there, or to assimilate the port in question to the 
Weaty ports of the Chinese littoral, 

In making these teservations my sole object 
has Leen to define exactly the meaning and scupe 
Uf the communication wlitch Iwas charged to make 
to your lordship. 

Thave, &e, Stas. 

‘The Marquis of Salistury to M. de Staal. 
Foreign Office, Feb. 15, 1898. 

Your Excellency,—1 have had the honour to ee- 
ceive your note of the toth inst, calling attention 
to two phrases in a speech delivered by me in the 
House of Lords on the 8ih inst. regarding the con 
munication which you made at his office on the 
27th ult, respecting the port of Talienwan, 

L regret that I should have misunderstood, even 
in a small degree, the meaning which you wished 
to express on 1 occasion, 

With regard to the character of your communi- 
cation, I spoke of it asa written assurance because 
the telegram was shown to the Permanent Under- 
Secretary of State ina written form, aud he was 
allowed to take a note of it in writing. 

Your Excellency states that there appears to 
have been a slight misapprehension as to the dis- 

inction between a ree port and a treaty port and 
Uat in the event of the Russian Government ac- 
quiring an outlet into Chinese waters they will be 
free to decide whether to establish a ‘porto 
franco” there, or to assimilate the port in question 
to the treaty ports of the Chinese littora 

The word used by your Excellency was, Lunde 
stand, “ouvert,” and it would Nave been better if 
Thad said ‘an open port” instead of using the 
word “flee,” which seemed to me to be the equix 
valent, but which is, of course, in some degree} W 
ambiguous. 

T beg to leave to assure your Excellency tat I 
will take note of the rectifications with which you 
lave been good enough to favour me, 

Thave, &c., Satispury. 

The first mention of Wei-hai wei is contained 
in a telegram of February 25 from Sir O. 
MacDonald :— 

have heard fiom a Chinese Minister, who is 
probably well informed, that the Chinese Govemne 
ment would offer lease of Wei-lai-wei to British 
Government if they thought their request would 
meet with a favourable response, 

But at that time her Majesty’s Government 
were not prepated to encourage the sugges. 
tion, Lord Salisbury replied on the same day :— 

With teference to your telegram of the 2gth 
inst., the policy which ts at present being pursued 
by ler Majesty's Government aims at discomag- 
ing any alienatidn of Chinese tertitory, 

The discussion of any proposal for the lease of 
Wei-hai-wei would accordingly be premature, 
provided the existing position is not materially 
altered by the action of othe: Powers. 








































































A few days afterwards, however, the Foreign 
Office was informed of the Russian demands, 
and telegraphed on March 8 to her Majesty's 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg :-— 

Peking Correspondent Times telegraphs yester 
day that Russia, in consequence of loan concluded 
Peking, demands sovereign tights over Port 
Authur aud Talenwan, on same terms as Ger- 
mans at Kiao-chow, and tight to consteuct railway 
from Petuna on ‘Tians-Manchurian Railway via 
Mukden to Port Atihur; five days given for reply; 
in event of noncompliance Russian troops will 
advance into Manchuria, ‘ 

Similar report comes trom MacDonald, 

Ascertain from Minister for Fureigu Affairs 
whether this statement is correct. 


On the next day Sir C. MacDonald telegra- 
phed further from Peking :-— 


Sit C. MacDonald to the Marquis of Salisbury. 
(Received March 9. 4.30 p 
(Telegeaphic.) 
Peking, March 9, 1898, 11.45 a.m. 

Lwas informed vesterday by Vamén that Ruse 
sian Chaigé d'Affaives had demanded lease of 
Talienwan and Port Arthur and railway to Port 
Arthur. Ni ditions named, 

Ouly reason given for this demand was to as. 
sist in protecting Manchuria against the aggres- 
sion of other Powers.” Though England and 
Japan were evidently meant, Chargé d’ Affaires 
declined to say which Power was intended, The 
absurdity of this pretext is fully recognised by the 
Chinese Government. They have transfered the 
negotiations to St. Petersburg, and have ordered 
Hsu to proceed to St. Petersburg from Berlin 
as Special Ambassador to endeavour to obtain 
withdrawal of demand, Tt vemans to be seen 
whether Russia will agere to this agreement. 


yield to 
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Russian demands unless they receive help. They 
earnestly beg that your lordship will assist them 
by giving an assurance to the Russian Govern: 
ment that ber Majesty's Government have 10 
designs on Manebs T pointed ont to them 
that recent assurances given in the House of Con 
tnons showed clearly that her Majesty's Gover 
thad no d any paral China, unless 
driven thereto by aggression of other Powe: 
For these assurances they evinced great gratitude, 
but begged me to telegraph their request. 

On March 13 and 16 her Majesty's Am- 
bassador at St, Petersburg sent the two follow- 
ing important despatches recording the 
assurances conveyed to him by the Russian 
Government :— 


St. Petersburg, March 13, 1893. 

My Lord,—As I hoped Count) Muravieff 
would give me the assurance that Port Arthur, 
equally with ‘Talienwan, would, in the event of a 
lease of these ports (o Russia, Le open to foreign 















































commerce, I called upon his Excellency this 
aftetnoon, 
T told him that the leadet of the Opposition 





the House of Commons had given notification of a 
question on Monday in respect to affairs in the Far 
Kast, and that [ would be glad to be in a position 
to inform your lordship, before the debate came 
of any further assurance his Excellency was 
y to give me in regard to this matter. 

I pointed out that the assurance given by M.de 
Staal on behalf of his Government, and frequently 
reprated to me either by himself or Count Lai 
dor ff, way positive as to the fact, namely, tat any 
port (tout port”) leased by China to Russia 

would be open to foreign trade, 

Excellency said that this applied ouly to 
and that he was sure [ would admit 
that he had never given me any assurances thal 
Port Arthur would also be open to trade, I said | 
would not deny this, but hat | begged to cemind 
him that when the question was first mentioned 
the Russian Government auly alluded to a lease 
of a port asan outlet for Russian commerce. 

Count Muravieff th sent for M, de Sraal’s 
report of his conversation 1 your lordship, 
which contained a copy of his note to you, in 
which he took exception (o your lucdship’s states 
ment in the House of Lords that he had given a 

















































y assurance,” and had said that it would 
be a “free” port. He read me the despaich, a 
copy of which was already in my possession 
through the courtesy of your lordship, and. he 





found that it coincided with my statement, and 
that the expression used was clearly “tout port.” 

His Excellency said that he had seceived the 
Eurperor’s orders to tell me that " 
be open to foreign trade, but that his Imperial 
Majesty had told bh atthe same je, that Port 
Arthur would be regarded suictly asa military 
port. He could not, therefore, lake upot himself 
to promise that both Port Authur and Talenwan 
would Le open, but that he would be able to give 
me a definite answer on Wednesday. In the 
meantime I could report to your lordship that 
the question was under discussion here, 

Referring to his remark that he had never giv 
me any assurance in respect to the opening of Po 
Arthur, T reminded his Excellency that the me: 
tion of this port as comprised in the Russian de- 
mands was of comparatively recent date, and that, 
as T pointed out at the time, it aliered iv a most 
important degree the whole situation of affairs, 

Count Muravieff then went on to say'that the 
Russian Government did not in any way (*d?au- 
cune mamiére”) desire to abrogate the sovereignty 
of the Government over these ports, but that they 
only tequired a lease of them for 25 years, for 
which they would pay an anual rent. ‘The Rus- 
sian Government considered that China owed them 
this for the services they had rendeted her in her 
war with Japan, aud these services mustbe pro: 
petly requited. He spoke of the uncertainty still 
existing as to the points where the Manchurian 
Railway would terminate, and seemed to indicate 
that it was by u settled that Talienwan 
would be the terminal station, 

I did not enter into any discussion as to the 
policy of Her Majesty's Government in face of 
recent developments in the Fat East, but ¢ 
mysell, as far as possible, to finding ot whether 
he was able to give me an assurance to-day that 
both Port Acthuc and ‘Talienwan, in the event of 

ir being leased to Russia, would be opened to 
British and foreign commerce. 

I bhave, &c., N. R, O'Conor. 

St. Petersburg, March 16ih, 1896. 
My Lord,—I have the honour to report, in con- 







































































tinuation of my despatch of the 13th inst, that 
Count Muravielf informed me last night that he 
had seen, the ed that 





tno! Ginpretial Nidjesiy had authorized him to give 
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me the assurance that both Port Arthur and Talien+ 
wan would be opened to foreign trade, like other 
Chinese ports, in the event of the Russian Govern- 
ment obtaining a lease of those places from the 
Chinese Goveriin 

is Excellency 











her said that he had also re- 
peated to His Impetial Majesty the remarks I had 
tuade to him in vegard to the supreme importance 
attached by Her Majesty's Government to the 
aintenance of all rights and privileges secured 
to Great Britain by their existing UWeaties with 
na, and that His Imperial Majesty bad told 
to assure me that Russia would respect those 














ts that there was no intention to infringe 
hem or to impair the sovereiguty of Chin . 
Ltook advantage of the opportunity to again 








i his Excellency that [had saised the ques- 
tion of Port Acthue without insteu from your 
lordship or without being aware of the view that 
would be taken by her Majesty’s Government in 
tegard to the present demands of the Russian 
Government, which were totally different from the 
iginal proposal, in which there was only a ques- 
of a commercial outlet for Russian trade to 
the open sea. My object in asking for an assur- 
ance that Port Acthur as well as Talienwan would 
be open to foreign trade in the event of their being 
leased 10 Russia, way to endeavour to remove, as 
far as lay in my power, a point which I was sure 
would be the cause of serious difference between 
our respective Gov d which 1 con 
sidered would be a direct inf ement of Articles 
XXIV., LIL, and LIV, of the Treaty of Tiewtsin. 

Tteceived this worming a message from Co: 
me to attend his official re- 
on, 

Upon calling upon his Excellency, he tepeated 
the assurances he had given me last night, and 
said that his reason for wishing to see me was that 
it had occurred to him that, if the assurances he 
had given to me were mentioned at the present 
oment in the House of Commons, it might be 
onsidered as a want of courtesy towards the 
Chinese Government, who had not yet formally 
agieed to give the Russian Government a lease of 
the ports in question, 

Ttold his Excellency that I quite admitted the 
force of his observatios d that I would mention 
it to your lordship. 

Lthen produced the draft of « telegram which 
I proposed to send to your lurdship, reporting the 
aces he had given me, and, alter submitting 
it to his perusal, TP inquired whether I bad accu. 
rately reported his language. 

His Excellency suggested that instead of my 
original words, which were that the Russian Go- 
vermment agreed to respect the rights and privi 
leges of the Treaty of | sin, the assurances 
should be made applicable tu the treaties between 
a oth Powers. 

On this alterat ade, his Excellency 
that my seport of his statements was accurate, 
that might segard them as a for 
auce on the part of the Russian Govers 

I have, &c., N. R. O' 


The Foreign Office replied in the following 













































































is of Salisbury tv Sir N. O’Conor, 
(Telegraphic.) 
Foreign Office, March 22, 1898, 5 3¢ 5 30 

Inform Count: Mutavieff that 
Government have satistaction int 
‘0 the effect that the Russi 
ention of infringing the 
rights aud privileges guaranteed by ex 
treaties between China and foreign 
that no interference with Chinese sovereignty 
is proposed. 

Her Majesty's Government on their part would 
not regard with any dissatisfaction the lease by 
Russia of an 






















opened if Russia obtains control of a military port 
in the neighbourhood of Peking. Port Arthur is 
useless fue commercial purposes, its whole in 
portance being derived solely fro 
strength and strategic posi 
would inevitably be c 
stan enace to Peking and the commence 
ment of the partition of China, The military ce 
cupation or fortification of any other harbour: on 
the same coast or in the Gulf of Pechili would be 
open to the same objections with almost equal 
force. 

From some observations made by Count Lams: 
doiff, and veported by you in your despatch of the 
8th inst, her Majesty's Government gather that 
this is not a policy favoured by Russia, while it 
one to which her Majesty’s Government entertai 
grave objections. Her Majesty's G. 











the East as a 




















yfermment, on teed by e 
the other hand, arenpegpared ti HOSE ie Powers 









that beyond the maintenance of existing treaty 

rights they have no interests in Manchuria, and 

to pledge themselves not to occupy any port in the 

Gulf of Pechiliso long as other Powers pursue 

the saine policy. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir N. O’Conor, 
Foreign Office, March 24, 1898. 

S+,—The Russian Ambassador called upo 
Mr. Balfour this afternoon, and asked how th 
stood between Russia and England in the Far East, 

Mr. Balfour said that the news he had received 
appeared to him of the most unsatisfactory 
character, We bad always looked with favour 
upon the idea of Russia obtaining an ice-free port 
on the Pacific, and he himself had given expres: 
sion to this view two years ago in a public speech. 
But the Russian Government had now given a 
most unfortunate extension to this policy. 

If they succeeded in carrying out their proposal 
of occupying Port Arthur, which was wholly use- 
less as a commercial port, and had no significance 
or importance except as a military stronghold, 
they would in effect be commencing the dismem- 
berment of China and inviting the other Powers to 
follow their example. The possession of Port Ar- 
thur was not desived by us; but, on the other 
hand, its occupation by another nation would have 
an effect upon the balance of power at Peking, 
which her Majesty’s Government could not ba 
regard with grave objection, 

Mv. Balfour added that it was much to be regret- 
ted that a policy whi 
would not fucther th 
should in any way 
two countries, 

M, de Staal replied that Talienwan was the 
point offering the most favourable conditions asa 
outlet fur Russian commerce on the Pacific, and 
that this outlet must necessarily be protecied, Ta- 

however, was entirely dominated by Port 

1 Russia could not leave this stronghold 
in the hands of another Power. Lam, &c. 
(Signed on bebalf of the Marquis of Salisbury.) 

The action of Russia had by this time come- 
pelled the British Government to make a 
countermove, and the Foreign Office accor- 
dingly sent the following inst:uctions to Peking 
and Tokyo .— 


Marquis of Salisbury to Sir C. MacDonald. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 25 

Balance of power in Gulf of Pechili is mate- 
sially altered by suerender of Port Authur by 
Vv; to Russia, Ic ix therefore necessary to 
obtain, inthe manner you think most efficacious 
and speedy, the refusal of Wei haiewei on the 
departure of the Japanese, The terms should be 
jar to those granted to Russia for Port Arthur, 
ish fleet on its way from Hongkong to Gulf 
of Pechili, 

‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E, Satow. 
(Telegrapic.) Foreign Office, March 31, 1898. 
Inform Japanese Government that we aie 

demanding a lease of Wei-hai-wei, whenever 
evacuated by Japan, on same terms ay lease of 
Port Arthur to Russi 
It at the same time caused 
Government to be informed, 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir F, Lascelles. 
Ti ) 






































































































the German 


ign Office, March 26th, 1898, 
My telegram of the 25th inst. to her Majesty's 
Minister in Peking, repeated to you, 

Her Majesty's Government have demanded a 
teversionary lease of Wei-hai-wei, and it is possi 
ble that the German Government will address you 
with regard to our occupying territory which forms 
part of the Province of Shantung, 

Sh you are authorized to 
explain that Wei-wei wei is not at present, and 
ve, Le made a commercial port by 
which access’can be obtained to any pait of the 
province, We do not wish to interfere with the 
interests of Germany in that region. ‘The action, 
in ow opinion very regrettable, of Russia with 
sespect to Port Arthur has compelled us to take 
the course we are now pursuing. 

Sir N. R. O'Conor had important inter- 
view with Count Muravieff on March 23rd. 

Sir N- O'Conor to the Marquis of Salisbury. — 

(Received Match 28th.) 
St. Petersburg, March 23, 1898. 

My Lord,—I have the honour tw report that 1 
spoke to Count Maravieff this afternoon in the 
sense of your Lordship’s telegrau: of yesterday's 
e, aud before I left [ read to him a paraphrase 
of its contents, after formally expressing the satis- 
fact of Her Majesty's Government at the as- 
surances given by the Russian Go pent to 
engage to tespect the rights and privileges gua- 









































ing treaties between China and 
nd the sovereignty of China, 








art 








1 repeated to his Excellency the arguments set 
forth by your Lordship and those [had previously 
sed, as your Lordship is aware, with a view to 
luce his Excellency to recousider the advisability 
of pressing demands upon Chia, which were 
tantamount to the commencement of the dismem- 























berment of the Chinese Empire, [ laid stress 
upon the great advantage to ia of the 
pledge which your Lordship was willing.to give, 





tot 10 occupy any port in the Gulf of Pechili so, 

gas ather Powers likewise abstain from doing 
so, and tied to convince his Excellency that this 
would give Russia all she could legitimately de- 

rand without opening the way to possible com- 

plications, and that an understanding Letween her 
Majesty" s Government and Russia would in ale 
most any possible eventuality secure the safety of 
the Russian Fleet either at Talieuwan or else- 
where, 

His Excellency would not, however, admit that 
the occupation of Purt Arthur was an attack wpa 
the integrity of China, or a menace tu Peking, 
that it injured other Powers in any way. In fact, 
he said that it was England alone that made diffi- 
culties, and stood in the way of Russia, 
Government had questioned him officially on the 
subject, or seemed to resent in any degree the pro- 
posed action of Russia. 

His remarks on this subject showed some heat, 
but [found it easy to justify our interference on 
the score of the immensely superior importance of 
our commercial interests, 

His Excellency then went on to say that Talien- 
wan was useless without Port Arthur, as they 
must have a safe harbour for their fleet, which 
could not be at the mercy of the elements at Vla- 
divostock, or dependent upon the good will of the 
Japanes Every other great maritime Power 
had a naval station in the China seas, and why 
should nat Russia, whose fleet was now very cone 
siderable, and whose territory was conterininous ? 
Iu fact, it was a matter of vital i 
Russia, and they must insist upon obtaining a 
lease of the ports. 

When I had presented the situation 
ousa manner as I could, I told his Excellency 
that as a diplomatist I was, of course, anxious to 
teport everything to your Lordship that might 
help in any way to an understanding, and with 
this idea I would like to ask his Excellency if he 
would be willing to give mea written statement 
of the assurances he had jorized me to com- 
municate to your Lordship in tespect to the 
sovereignty of Ch and the validity of existing 
Weaties. 

Count Mucavieff said that he would give mea 
written assurance, but that he did not see how it 
could take a definite and, so to say, concrete form 
until China agreed to grant the Russian demands. 

I said that I would report to your Lordsiip 
what he had said. 

Thad the konoue to do so in my telegram of this 
date. 































































T have, &c., 
N. R. O’Conor. 
On March 28 Mr. Balfour embodied the 
views of her Majesty’s Government on the 
action of Russia in an able and exhaustive 
despatch :— 


‘The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor, 

ffice, March 28, 1898, 
—From on Excellency’s telegrams, and 
from those which have reached her Majesty's Go- 
veinment from Peking, it appears that the Russian 
overnment have tequested or required from that 
China three concessions in Manchuria and the 
ula, They have demanded a 
a lease of Pot Avthus, and 
the right to construct under specified con: sa 
lway connecting these two ports with the geties 
valvailway system of Siberia. 

It is evident that these concessions, whether 
temporary in form or not, will permanently and 
profoundly affect the future condition of Man- 
churia, For good or for evil, the social, political, 
and economic state of this region must inevitably 
be revolutionized when it is traversed by a railway 
under Russian management, connecting ports on 
the Pacific under Russian control with the commer- 
cial and military system of the Russian Empire. It 
becomes necessary therefore to examine how t 
changes ave likely to affect British interests, a 
what attitude Her Majesty's Government should 
adopt with regard to then 
country in Ch not, 
Her Majesty’s Government, different i Vind trem 
those of other countries, but they are greater in 























































Speaking generally, it may be said that the 
policy iofichis countuy is effectively to open China 
the commerce of the world, and that our 
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estimate of the action of other Powers in the Far 
East depends on the degree to which it promotes 
or hinders the attainment of this obje 

It follows from this that the occupation of terri- 
tory by foreign Powers ts to be judged by the re- 
sults, direct and indisect, immediate and remote, 
which it is hkely to have upon the commercial in- 
terests of the world, and the right of all nations 10 
tyade within the limits of the Chinese Empire upon 
equal (erms. 

‘The construction of railways, so long as the 
natural flow of trade among them is not obstruct 
ed or diverted by fiscal or administrative regula 
tions, must always be one of the most pawerful 
means by wh js desired hy her Majesty's 
Government may be attained, It is with no dis- 
satisfaction, therefore, that they view the scheme of 
railway extension which is to traverse Manchuria 
m north to south, and ultimately to connect 
Talienwan with the general system of Russia 
tailways, An ice-free port in the Far East has 
always seemed to ler Majesty's Government to be 
a legitimate object of Russian ambi nd they 
have no objection 10 offer to its acquisitior 

Her Majesty’> Government have further noted 
with satisfaction that the conditions to which the 
opening of new railways and ports in China should, 
in theit opinion, be sulject—viz., the continuance 
of the rights and privileges secured to foreign 
nations by existing treaties—have been guaran- 
teed by the explicit declara of the Russian 
Government, which have been conveyed through 
you to her Majesiy’s Guvernment in your tele- 
of March 16 and despatch of that date. 
These declarations ave to the effect that Port 
Acthur, as well as Talienwan, shall be open to 
foveign trade like other Chinese ports; that Rus- 
sia hay no intention of impairing the sovereignty 
of China; and that she will respect all the rights 

d privileges secured by existing treaties between 
China and other foreign Powers—a pledge which 
not ouly includes equ of co ial eat- 
ment, but also the right of foreign ships of war to 
visit ports which, though leased to Russia, ave still 
to remain integral postions of the Chinese Empire. 

The commercial side therefore of the Russian 
policy in Manchuria, considered in the light of the 
engagements entered into by the Russian Govern. 

is in accord with the general views of Her 
Majesty’s Government, Unfortunately, this can- 
not be said of the policy considered asa whole, 
The Russian Government have exacted from the 
Yamén not merely railway concessions through 
Manchuria and the lease of a commercial harbour 
at Talienwan; they have required also that the 
control of Port Arthur should be ceded io them 
for a like term of years under similar conditions, 
Now, Port Arthur is not a commercial harbour, 1 
is doubtful whether it conld be converted into one, 
[is certain that, even if such a project were pos 
sible, it could never be worth while far the owners 
or lessees of Talienwan to embark upon it. But, 
though not a commercial harbour, Port Arthur 
supplies a naval base, liv deed, in extent, 
but possessi aland artificial sirength. 
And this, taken connection with its strate. 
gic position, gives it an importance in the Gulf of 
Pechili, and therefore at Peking, upon which, in 
their representations to Japan at the close of 
‘the war with China, the Russian Government laid 
the greatest emphasi 

It is from this last point of view that the oc- 
cupation of Past Acthur chiefly cone het 

s Government. [iis nut because a posi 
tion which can easily be made a naval arsenal of 
great strength has been acquired by Russia that 
they regeet its occupation by that Power. It is 
because the possession, even if temporary, of this 
particular position, is likely to have political con- 
sequences at Peking of great international import 
ance, and because the acquis of a Chiiese 
harbour notoriously useless for commercial pur- 
poses by a foreign Power will be universally inter- 
preted in the Far East as indicating that the 
partition of China has begun, 

As regards the second of these reasons nothing 
further need be said, inasmuch as Her Majesty's 
Government understand from Count) Maravieff's 
communication to you that this resulé is as little 
desired by the Russian Government as it is by 
that of Her Majesty. As vegards the first, it may 
perhaps be propet to observe that a great military 
Power which is coterm for ever 4,000 miles 
with the land frontier of China, fing the 
portion lying nearest to its capital, is never likely 
fo be withont its due share of influence on the 
councils of that country. Het Majesty's Guverne 
ment regard it as most unfortunate that it tas 
been thought necessary in addi tw obtain 
control of a port which, if the vest of the Galf 
of Pechili ves in hands so helpless as those 
of the Sovereign Power, will ce ad the 
maritime approaches to its capit give to 
Russia the same stategic advanty 
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she already possesses in so ample a measure by 
land. 

Her Majesty's Government have thought it their 
duty thus to put on record their grave objections 
to the occupation of Port Arthur by Russia. They 
regret that the proposals contained in my telegram 
of the 22nd inst, were not acceptable to the Cabi 
net of St, Petersburg; but as these were rejected, 
they must’ retain their entive liberty of action to 
take what steps they think best to protect th 
own interests and to diminish the evil conse: 
quences which they anticipate. 

Your Excellency will read this despatch to the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affais, and give 
him a copy of it, 

Tam, &c. (on behalf of the Marquis of Salis- 
bury), A. J. Batrour. 


This was followed by an urgent telegram : 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir N. O’Conor. 
Foreign Officr, March 31, 1898. 

With reference to your telegeam of the oth in 
stant, it is of importance to us that the assurances 
which were given to you by Count Maravieff on 
the 16th of the present month by authority of the 
Emperor should be obtained in writing. Our 
present policy is based upon these assurances, 
and should any attempt be made to modify them 
it might be necessary for us to reconsider our 
altitude. A recapitulation of these assurances 
will be found in my despatch of the 28th instant, 
and Mr. Curzon will repeat them this afternoon 
in the House of Commons, A debate ou foreign 
affairs will probably take place on Tuesday, the 
sth proximo, in the couse of which I shall vefer 
to them. 

It would be desirable that a note should be sent 
to the Russian Government the pr 









































language employed by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs should be tecapitulated, with a request 
that he should confirm its accuracy. 

Satisfactory replies with regard to the lease of 
Wei-hai wei to Great Britain were received a 
few days later from Tokyo and Peking. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Re- 
ceived April 3.) 

(‘Telegraphic.) Tokyo, April 2, 1898. 

With seference to your lordship's telegram of 
the 31st ultimo, I have received reply from Japan- 
ese Government expressing c i 
templated lease to Great Britain of Wei 
after evacuation by Japan. 


Pricing, April 3. 1898, 8.30 a.m, 























Yambu agreed yesterday to the ‘following 
arvangement i— 
China will lease Weichaiewei to Geeat Britain on 





the same terms as Port Arthur has been leased to 
Russia, but Great Britain agrees not to take p: 
session of the place until it has been given yp by 
Japan, The lease will continue until Russia 
ceases to‘occupy Liaotung Penisula, Details ave 
left for subsequent adjustment, 

The series close with the following Note 
from the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
to the British Ambassador at St, Petersburg 
setting forth the last and final cons'ruction 
placed by the Russian Government on the 
various assurances which it had conveyed in 
earlier notes and despatches, 

(Translation,) 

St. Petersburg, March 22nd (April st), 1893. 

M. LiAubassades your ex 
cellency was yeod enough to ad cess to me o 
the 20th March (1st April) indicates certain mise 
derstandings which Tam anxious to rectify 
Wt the least delay, 

Twill begin by printing out that the ideas which 
LT may have expressed very confidentially on the 
4th (26:h) and rth (23ed) March, relative to the 
conditions in which it seemed desivable to me that 
Port Avthus aud ‘Talieuwan should be placed, if 
China consented to grant a lease of them to 
Russia, ought never to have been interpreted as 
“assurances,” and could wot in reality have such 
a signific 

Iwas evidently impossible for me to make the 
slightest engagement on this subject before the 
conclusion of the anangements which were only 
signed at Peking: on the 15th (27h) March. An 
amicable exchange of views between your Excel- 
fency and me might well take place, but you will 
cerlainly agree, M.l'Ambassadem, that no Go- 
Vermment could pretend to the privilege of being 
male acquainted with negotiations in progress 
two perfectly independent and friendly 



































































You asked me whether, in taking Port Acthur 
anon lense, Russia intended to m: 
tights of sovereignty of China and 
respect the treaties existing between that empire 
afl othe: State, [answered in the affirmative, an® 


















POY {aed that we hoped, 








wreover, to obtain, the 


opening of the port of Talienwan, which would 
offer great advantages to all nations, Now that 
the negotiations with China have brought about 
the desired result, all that is entirely confirmed, 
The substitution of the Russia 
session by China of Posts Auth 
has vot affected in any way the interests of the 
other Powers in these regions; quite on the con- 
trary, thanks to the friendly agreement arrived at 
between the two great neighbouring empires, a 
port hitherJo closed is open to the trade of the 
whole world and placed under exceptionally 
favourable conditions, as it is destined to Le cons 
nected with the great line of the Siberian Railway. 
As regards allo! ts, the respect for the 
sovereign rights of China implies the scinpulous 
mtenance of the status quo existing belore the 
lease of the ports which have been conceded, 
Your Excellency having observed to me that 
men-ol-war and merchant ships are in certain 
cases, provided for by the treaties, admitted even 
into the closed ports of China, [ answered that 
y would be assived to them 
in force. 



































by the regulation 
Tt follows that Port Arthur will be open to Eng. 





lish ships on the same conditions a» it has always 
been, but not that Russia should abuse the lease 
which has been granted to her by # friendly Power 
to arbitrarily transform a closed and principally 
military port into a commercial port like any 
other. 

‘These are the few observations which I have 
thought it right to make to your Excellency to 
complete the conversation which we have bad on 
the same subject. 





Thave, 8c. 
Count Moravierr, 

The correspondence also includes a number 
of other despatches dealing with the abortive 
negotiations at Peking fora British loan, and 
with the concessions subsequently made by the 
Chinese Government at Sir Claude MacDonald's 
instance, but these contain little which has not 
already been made public. 





CRICKE2. 
Rees Ss 
A match was played 











turday afternoon 


-|between teams captained by Mr. C. M. Duff and 


Ms. J. P. Mollison, The former won the toss and 

1 first, manag pile a total of 108, 
A. Kingdon was the chief scorer with 28, which was 
not altogether free from faults, as he ought to 
have been taken more than once, For the 
opposing side Crawford and Powys batted 
well, the former making 45 and the latter 32, 
cluding 6 tours. White’s 28 not ont was also a 
creditable schievement, ‘The result was an easy 
win for Me, Mol Score s— 


MR. DUFE'S TEAM. 




























































Mi. BL H. Bagbied, b. Jobuson es an 
Mr. G. Murdoch, b. Giddatd.., se see vee 16 
Mi HA. Stewaut, b. Johnson. naa 
Mr. A. Kingdon, b, Clarke ano, i a sen Le 
Me. W. J. White, b. Clarke o. ae i 5 
M:, C. B. Gibbs,c. and b, Kilby a a ae 
Mi. G. J. H Sel c. White, b. Clarke 4. 10 
Me. H.W. Kilby, b. Clarke ve eee o 
M..L. J. Healing, c. Clarke, b. Godderd .. ot 
M:.C.M_ Daffy b. H. Goddard an ae eg 
Mi. H.S. Goddard, c. J. Kingdon, b, Goddard 0 
Mi HL. fewine motomt ae eae ee ee 8 
My. ELH. Twine, b. Clarke o 
ixtym ose aie tee ane 4 
Total aa aa oan + eee 108 
MR, MOLLISON’S THAM, 

Mc. T, S. Forrest, b. Murdoc ° 
Ms, R. C.K. Johosan, c, White, doch = B 
Mi. E. W. Kilby, b. Murdoch 13 
Mr. P. B. Clarke, b, Murdoch. eee 34 
MK. BK, Crawford, c, H. Goddard, b. Stewart 43 
Mil J.P. Motlison, b. Stewartes css ave 7 
Mc. H.S. Goddard, ¢. H, Goddard, b, Stewart 2 





Mi. BF. E, White, not out... 

M:, E, Pow: Sch 

Ds. Wheeler, ” 

Mr. A. S. Garfit, c. Duff, 
Extras... 





. b. Kingdon 
Jon... 


b, Murdoch 











Total, a 








DESTRUCIIVE FIRE AT KOBE. 
= 
TEA-FIRING GODOWNS DESTROYED. 


(“Rom our ows Corrusponpent.) 
Kobe, June 10, 9 10 a.m. 
3 teasfiring godowns were 

ved by fire last night. 
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R.A. PRINCE HENRY IN PEKING. 
———+——_— 

Preparations have been going on in Peking for 
some weeks yast for the royal reception of Prince 
Henry of Prassia and especially in the German 
embassy, which the Baroness von Heyking had 
arranged for the occasion in a princely manuer, 

Baron von Heyking left Peking to set ont on 
the 13th inst, from ‘Taku on board the Chinese 
man-of war Chenhat to meet the Deutschland and 
receive the Prince, Upon 1 yg at Taku, the 
forts, which had hoisted the German flag, thun- 
dered forth a salute, in which shared a Japanese 




















gunboat and the Beitish dispatch-boat, the 
Alacrity, The Viceroy of Chihili, H.E. Wang 
Weneshao, boarded the Chenhai, as she reached 


the landing stage, to welcome the Prince, who 
then set out for Peking in the special train built 
for the Dowager-Empress, and reached Machiapu, 
the Peking terminus, pm. Here Pr 
Henty was seceived by H.E. Prince Ching and 
the members of the Tsung-li Yamen, as well as by 
the Gesman Legation. Thence the Prince was 
ied into Peki in a special Imperial chair. 
er side marched a detachment of German 




















s, er enant Robert, will a 
martial bearing impressed not’ ouly the 
Chinese but the assembled Europeans, At 





the embassy, the Chinese had erected two tents 
for a guard of honour during the Prince’s stay. 
Immediately after his eutry presentations took 
place of Chinese high officials, of the diplomatic 
5, and of the Germ resident in Pekin, 
Tu the evening a dinner, with twenty-four covers, 
was given by the Ambassado . 

On the 14th of May the Prince assisted at the 
races and presented the German cup to the fortu- 
nate winner, Mr, Gwynne, Reuier’s Agent, Alter 
this lunch was served he Grand Stand, which 
was dressed with Ge colons, Iu the evens 
ing the whole diplomatic corps was invited to dine 
with the Prince at the embassy, when the band of 
the Deutschland played in such style as ta touch 
the feelings not only of the Germans present but 
equally tho: 

‘On the following 
ed his vigour by tising at 6 o'clock in 
interview the Emperor of China at 7 precisely, in 
his palace at Wan-Chu-Shan. The Pi 
thither on horseback and dismounted at Niang- 
ng temple close by, where, with his suite, he 
gala wnif Thence the party were 
cartied in sedan-chairs to the charming § 
palace of the Chinese emperor,—the Wan-Chu 
Shaw, never before touched by European 
After the opening of the pt ple doors of the pa 

t suite of military and 
nto a pavillion known 
e a Chinese déjeuner 











































as the Yir-La 
laid out. 
er, his Adjutant Commander Miler, and 
f Secretaiy and Interpreter of the 1G. 








the Ch 
embassy, Fieiherr von der Goltz, the Prince pros 
ceeded to visit the Dowager Empiess. 





The Empress received the Prince in a hall 
adorned with every possible dec of Chinese 
art, and an avenne of old cloisonné led to the 
yellowecarpeted throne upon which the Dowager 
Empiess was seated. Her Majesty, on wham no 
European eye had ever gazed uiil this. day, 
canied on ly conversation with the Prince 
through th diary of Herr von der Goliz; 
and we ave informed that this was uot a mere ine 
terchange of compliments but that, among others, 
the question of the reception by the Empress, on a 
fue occasion, of the ladies of the diplomatic 
coups was discussed, 
Einpiess, whose Manchu headdress 
with magnificent jewels, displayed au 
and energy of character which greatly impressed 
those who now saw her for the first time. At the 
close of the interview Her Majesty distributed 
orders” adored with precions stones and other 
st them fans and pictures painted 


















fe are told too that the 




















by her own hand. 

After this the Emperor hi 
the Prince, accompanied b: 
members of the Legation. 





self was visited by 
his full suite and the 






the German 
Emperor, jecful speci- 
mens of the Berlin porcelain works,—vases of the 
n valued Sang de bauf on bronze stands, The 
Prince sat in the seat of honour beside the Em- 
peror, who expressed his satisfaction by repeated 
Nandshakes, 
ely, as soon as the Prince had ret 
's own pavilion, the Emperor replied to the 
visit by visiting the Prince, going on foot from 
one pavilion to the other, ‘The Prince then con. 
ducted the Empevor into a small sidestoom, where 
he had a long private conversation with him, the 
onlyt son present being the German inter- 

















u 
ce 


that there is no 


marines presented arms and sounded the drums. 
‘This is the first time the German, or i 
European troops, have presented arms to a Chine 
ese Emperor. 

At the clase of these formal ceremonies, the 
Enipress invited the Prince to inspect the beauti- 
fal gardens and plantations of Wan-Chu-Shan, 
Thereupon His Highness and suite entered a 
small steam-launch and were conducted to the 
different pavilions bordering the lake, all filled 
with choice works of art; among them, the painted 
studies of the Dowager Empress specially at- 
tracted the Prince's attention. 

The 
Ching’s, which did great honour to His Ex- 
cellency's chef de cuisine. Prince Ching toasted 
Prince Henry and expressed the warm admira- 

























day, a dinner in honour of the Prince was given in 
the British Legation. Naturally the conversation 
at this dinner tuned chieflf on the event of that 
morning and the new era now opened up in the 
intercours a with European Powers, It 
was such a triumph of Germany as the oldest ex- 
perts had not deemed possible, Congratulations 
were showered upon His Royal Highness from all 
sides. - 














s historical event is a testimony to the able 
work of German diplomacy, as well as to the fas 
nation of Prince Heury’s presence, such as cannot 








+| but inspire all Germans with a feeling of exultation 


aud thankfulness.—Condensed from the Ostasia- 
tische Lloyd by the N.-C. Daily News. 








THE SUBMARINE WARSHIP. 
vases 

There is an interesting acco 
boat, invented by an America 
her of the MMustrated America 
marks that a few years ago if any one had se: 
ously talked of a buat which would carry human 
beings in its cabins, dive like a fish and stay for 
hours out of sight and sound, he would have been 
laughed at; in fact, such a boat was made the 
feature of probable story ever written 
by the Ft writer of fantastic romance, Jul 
Verne. The experts in such matters differ in 
opinion about the safety of the boat, but others are 
quite sure it will be very useful in secretly attack- 
ing the big fleets of an enemy, and are quite certain 

ger to life for those who go 
do the seain this interesting craft, It is 
compatatively easy nowadays to build a ship 
which will float upon the surface, but it is an u 
tied problem to construct a vessel which will d 
appear and re-appear at the bidding of one 1 
while other me tun its engines and fire its gu 
der the surface, awa: m the natural light 
and air. ‘The boat designed for submarine work 
for the Navy was invented by a man who lives in 
Newark, New Jersey, named John P, Holl 
The plans call for a boat 8oft, long and trft 
diameter, Reneral shape it resembles the Rugby 
football, | [. has a little turret on its top or outer 
deck, and one smokestack, This turret can be 
quickly closed to keep out the water, and will be 
used only when the boat js on the sutface as a 
conning tower or pilot house ftom which the boat 
sstecred, The smoke stack can be quickly shipped 
and the aperture immediately closed ‘and made 
absolutely watertight. When on the surface the 
boat will be tun by steam, but when below the 
surface electricity will be used [rom a storage 
battery which is capable of retaining enough power 
to sun the vessel under water for several hours. 
When it is desired to dive, the smoke-stack is 
pulled in and everything made tight on the ro 
ed deck, ‘I'he furnace doors are closed ie 
Certain valves are opened and the water is allowed 
to enter small apartments, ot pockets, in the bow 
of the boat, and, by the operations of diving 
“ udders,” or propellers, the boat descends. The 
dders at certain angies causes the 
or descend, 

‘The boat after reaching the desired depth, may 
proceed straight ahead, Suppose it is now oft, 
below the sutface, The dynamos or elec 

i d, the passage so far h 








of a submari 











































































made by the st 
gines, ‘Thete is a small screw or propeller at 
each end of the boat, and the operation of either 
of these will raise that end ofthe boat. Of course, 
beneath the water the torpedo-boat cannot pro- 
ceed as quickly as when on the surface, for there 
is a greater resistance by the body of water, which 
now completely surrounds the vessel. Ou the 

face the boat has a speed of 16 knots, and when 














followed a banquet at the Prince of |j 





id air, will 

say comfort. ‘There are ou each side of the vessel 
heavy panes of glass, each protected with a steel 
shutter which can be closed, should the glass be 











broken, There are incandescent electric lights, 
such as you see in all offices, which give artificial 
different cabins, connecting passages, 
tooms. Air is carried in manganese 


bronze cylinders in the bottom of the boat, and 
this air is regularly distributed for the benefit of 
those in the boat. 

terior of this marvellous boat will be 
etesting and cosy place, for everything must be 
compact and no room must be wasted i i 
appointments or spacious surroundings. Some 
of the interior space is given over to two little 
















siderable speed, the intention being that they 
shall go through the side of the enemy’s ship and 
burst in the interior of the vessel. ‘The bottom of 
the boat is fitted with spaces into which the water 
may he admitted to give the boat added weigh 
so that the craft may descend. An_ ingenior 
arrangement is provided by which the watec is 
expelled and the boat enabled to lighten itself and 
tise, ‘There is provision also for storing seven 
torpedues. The outer spaces along the sides of the 
vessel are used as bunkers, some of them filled with 
coal to feed the furnace, and care has been tak 


















that the coal be used equally from each side so as 
to counterbalance the ship, Within the inner space 
the forward end is designed as a 100m to dis- 
th 


charge torpedoes {1 ‘Just behind ut 
boiler, enclosed in asbestos, his a mate 
designed to prevent conflagration, Then co 
neroom, with the engines, condenses 
pumps, blower, and the dynamo, Last of all, 

the stern of the vessel, is the air compresver. 
Ordinarily this vessel will be sun only partly sub- 
merged. On such occasions steam will be used, 
the firemen standing before the (urnace and shov 
ing in the coal, ‘The captain will steer the boat 
from the tower, and smoke will pour out of the 
little smoke-stack. Quicker ihan it takes to tell of 
it, the smoke-stack will disappear, the turret be 
closed tightly, and the boat dive ou 
thing on i 
been a 
which direction this c1 
taken, If the enenty send ont a tor pedo bos 












































she is completely submerged she has ‘a speed of 





preter, Herr von der Goltz, Upon the Emperor 


leaving the pavilion, the SGOoglE 


half that number of knots, and can keep it up for 
six hours. It is interesting to know how the men, 


submerged vessel can tise under it and strike it 
with the armour tuiet, For larger ships the sub- 
marine boatimust approach quitencar and discharge 
its torpedo reat certainty, for the failure of a 
shot would mean discovery and perhaps death for 
allon board. ‘The boat is provided with diving 
helmets, one for each member of the crew, so that 
in case of accident the crew may stand some chance 
of escaping in case their boat is blown up. While 
submerged, a clever contrivance for observing 

ing on the surface is provided by 
camera lucida.” ‘This is an arrange- 
nent in one of the cabins which reproduces the 
view on the surface of the water by means of a 
long tube which is run up through the deck of the 
boat and the water above it. It need only be 
above the lace for a moment and then 
dyawn., By this astificial means of observati 
jose in this submerged cask can see 
in progress around them without exhibi 
position. 

































EIGHTY-FIVE MILES AN HOUR. 
pa 
Not much has been heard of late of the speed 
tials of locomotives on English railways. ‘There 














is an article t recent Engi« 
«| neertng Magazine, Mr. C. Rous-Marien 
tecords the most notable facts, After givi the 





trials of earlier years, especially those of the “ race 
war” of 1895, he mentions that maximum speeds 
of 85.7 miles an hour were attained on the West 
Coast by the London and North-Western and 
Caledonian coupled 6ft. 6i d on the East 
Coast by the North-Eastern 7ft, coupled. The 
other engines, however, do not appear to have 
been pressed to their utmost capacity. He goes 
on to state that eatly in 1897 a curious series of 
speed tials took place. ‘The proceedi 
virtually forced on the North British Wi 




















dispute 

the working of the line from Berwick to Edin 
burgh. This length of 574 miles had been worked, 
up to that date, by the North-Eastern engines, 
far as the through Auglo-Scottish 

concerned, owing to considerati 
the North British payi for the service of 
the engings, But, under new management the 











628 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[June 11,’ 1898! 











North British, desiring to terminate this arrange: 
ment, gave wotice to the Noith-Eastern that, at 
of January, 1897, of the old 
eement, it would not be renewed on the same 
ns, but that the North British Company 
would work all the though tains on its own 















Tin The Noth Eastern authorities contended 
that, having statutory tunning powers as far as 
Edinburgh, they had a right to insist on cone 


to work the trains. 

he rights of the case are still under litig 
being now before the eighth court that 

cated on the matter, But the Nowth Br 
tities positively declared that they would not 
permit the North-Eastern engines to work the 
through expresses after the expiration of the old 
agreement, and acangements wee made for 
changing locomotives at Berwick. Now, this was 
a simple enough matter as regarded the expresses 
which stopped regularly at Berwick, such as the 
© Flying Scotchwan " and the * Conidor Diner.” 
The time allowed was ample for the change. But 
two of the 














ight expresses down,” and one “up,” 
were timed to tun past Berwick without stopping, 
the former making the long run from Newcastle to 
Edinburgh, 1244 miles, in 2 hows 23 minutes, oF 
at the average sate of 52.2 miles an hour 
contended by the Norih-Bastern uy that 
this could nat be done over a somewhat heavy 
toad, if the trains were delayed at Berwick, ‘The 
Nonh British authorities replied that it could and 
should and would be done, They pledged them: 
selves that no time should be lost by their en, 
but that 




























e 
burgh.” itch against time” was 


vittually entered api ‘The task set was to run 
the 57} miles from start to stop in 63 minutes, 
about half the distance being up-hill, ‘The journey 
began with a climb to Giant's House Summit, 17 
miles, mostly att in 190 and 1 in 200, with a short 
break about midway. Then came a5 mile drop 
at rin 6, then an easier descent of 6 miles to 
Dunbar, followed by short alternate tises and 
falls, and concluding with a steep rise of 1 in 78 
into Edinburgh, 

Although it was found by experiment that one 
of Mr. Holme’s conpled engines 6ft, Gin. (cylinders 
18 by 26) could easily keep timemone, indeed, 
running the heavier opposite journey, with 220 

me—as the company was 

Main absolute punctuality, an 
ne was always used on these particu. 
ticipation of any slight mishap to 
ght prevent a punctual 


























lar trains, 


















arrival. As a tesull, not only was the smn 

variably made within the booked time, but on 
several occasions it was done in five or ore 
minutes under time. Tn three instances, when J 
tested it, says Mi. Rous-Masien, aud when a 





special “spurt”? was 
respectively 57. min 





ade made, the times were 
tes 49 seconds, 5 











21 seconds, and 56 minutes 4o seconds. Down 
the fal grades toward Dunbar speeds of 80 
40.85 miles an ho J the tune 








hing was peclect ia its 
Londow and Novth-Western Railwa’ 
sth, 1862, a special tain ing some dice 
patches telative 10 the “Trent” affair was 
taken from Holyhead to London, 264 miles, in 
five hours, with one midway stop at Stafford to 
change nes. The first run was made from 
Holyhead to Stafford, 130} miles, in 2 hams 25, 
minutes, or at the average tate of 54 miles an 
how, hy the engine & Watt.” No. 22 
Me: J: Ramsbottou’s “Lady ofthe La 
having single driving wheels of 7ft. 
ders 16 by 24. This performances 
rage speed and for length of uninte i! 
remained for many year unbeaten. On Deceine 
ber 20, 1895, the Great Western Company sana 
special. train from Plymouth ta Li 
vthatarriving mails could be conve 
ly by that co: vin Liv 


Ou the 


on January 

















one of 































27 minutes, including stoppages. ‘The sin from 
Exeter to Bristol, 75} mules, was done in 73 m 
tes, or at the average sate of 62.1 miles m 








the run from Bristol to London, 118} mil 
Pied 116 minutes, # tate ut 61.3 miles 
The engines used from Exeter to Li 





Mr, Dean's single-wheelers it. 8 1, 
was about 129 tons. 





LATEST TELEGRAPHIC NEWS, 


pes 
(Buom 1m Javan Time) 


THE WAR. 
SANTIAGO BOMBARDMENT RESUMED. 
London, June 6, 


The Americans renewed the ex 


O 











ment of Santiago on Friday, damaging 
the batteries. Theship Merrimac, which 
had been sent out of the harbour for the 
express purpose of blocking the channel, 
has been sunk by a volunteer vessel and 
her crew taken prisoners, 

SPANISH SQUADRON CANNOT ESCAPE. 

Admiral Sampson, now commanding the 
American squadron at Santiago, in a 
patch to Washington says that Ad- 
| Cervera with his six warships in 
the harbour is unable to evade capture or 
destruction, 


SENATE PASSES WAR REVENUE BILL, 
SPECIAL TAX ON TEA. 

The Senate has passed the War Re- 
venue Bill, with an amendment for taxing 
tea ten cents. pergound. 

AMERICAN PLUCK AND SPANISH CHIVALRY. 
London, June 7. 

The sinking of the Aferrimac in the 
harbour of Santiago, by Lieutenant Hob- 
son and eight volunteers, was an act of 
distinguished heroism. Having steered 
the Merrimac athwart the channel, under a 
tremendous fire, Hobson pressed a button 
which exploded a series of torpedoes. The 
crew then jumped into a small boat and 
tried to return to the Fleet. Admiral 
Cerveras chivalrously ceased firing, sent 
a boat to pick up the Americans, and 
offered to exchange prisoners in recogni- 
tion of the crew’s gallantry. The Spanish 
Admiral's conduct is keenly appreciated 
in America, ‘ 

REPORTED LANDING OF AMERICAN 
TROOPS. 
INSURGENTS JOIN FORCES, 
London, June 8. 

Reports have reached New York that 
5,000 Americans have landed near San- 
iago, their landing being covered by the 
fire of some of Admiral Sampson’s ships, 
joined by 3,000 insurgents. The rest of 
the Squadron simultaneously renewed the 
bombardment of Santiago forts. 

SANTIAGO FORTS SILENCED. 
CONSIDERABLE SPANISH LOSSES. 
COMMANDER KILLED, 

London, June g. 

Admiral Sampson telegraphs that he 
bombarded the Santiago forts for three 
hours on Monday, completely silencing 
them. The Spanish admit that the cruiser 
‘Reina Mercedes was struck by a shell, her 
commander and six men killed, and seven- 
teen wounded. Besides three army ofhcers 
were killed and eighteen soldiers wounded. 
The damage to the batteries is said to be 
unimportant. 


THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 
BRITISH REINFORCEMENTS. 
London, June 4, 
The Zimes states that the infantry 
brigade under the commaud of Colonel 
Lyttelton, which is going to the Nile, will 
probably consist of the First Grenadiers, 
Second Rifle Brigade, First Warwickshire 
Regiment, and Second Lancashire Fusi- 








‘)liers. 


DEATH OF MR. PLIMSOLL. 
The death has occurred of Mr. Plimsoll, 
for twelve years Member of Parliament 
for Derby. 
THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 
EXPEDITION TO KHARTOUM. 
London, June 7. 
An expedition consisting of 20,000 
troops has been sent to Khartoum, which, it 
is expected, will be reached at the begin- 
sale October. 


gle 











RIOTING IN IRELAND. 


MOB OVERPOWERS POLICE: TROOPS IN 
CHARGE OF STREETS. 

Serious rioting has occurred at Belfast. 
An Orange mob attacked a Nationalist 
procession, and overpowered the police, 
chasing them back to barracks and wound- 
ing fifty. The streets had to be cleared 
by the military. 

DUKE OF YORK IN COMMAND. 

London, June 8. 

The Duke of York has left Portsmouth 
in command of the cruiser Crescent on a 
three months’ cruise. 

(Received hy the Fi, 
PASSPORTS FOR PORT ARTHUR. 
Peking, June 4. 

The decision of the Russian Authorities 
at Port Arthur that aliens desirous of 
visiting Port Arthur, must hereafter be 
furnished with a passport issued by the 
Russian Consuls was, it is said, due to 
their misinterpretation of the home Go- 
vernment’s instructions, 

CITY IMPROVEMENTS AT PEKING. 

The Representatives of the foreign 
Powers accredited here have conjointly 
advised the Court of Peking to improve 
the streets of the cily. 

FOREIGN WARSHIPS AT JINSEN. 
Jinsen, June 4. 

The foreign warships now at anchor 
here are the Undaunted, British man-of- 
war, and the Russian vessel Gremiastchy. 

SUCCESSFUL “COUP” BY PHILIPPINE 

REBELS, 
Hongkong, June 7. 

According to a private letter from 
Aguinaldo, the rebels have occupied the 
province of Cavite and taken prisoner its 
governor. It is stated that Batangas has 
also fallen into the hands of Aguinaldo. 

THE “UNDAUNTED.” 
Jinsen, June 8. 
The Undaunted arrived here to-day. 








COMMUNICATIONS RESTORED, 


(From 4 Cornvsronpenr.) 
Fujiya Hotel, Miyanoshita, 
‘ June 9, p.m. 
Through horse trams (dasha) are now run. 
ning between Kodzu and Yumoto, and, the 
mountain road having been cleared. jinrititha 
can now proceed from Yumoto to Miyanoshi 











MAIL STEAMERS, 
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THE NEXT MAIL IS DUK 































Prom u 
Sn. June s2 
M. June 13 
Galedonien t — W. June ag 
Dorie a Th. June 26 
Bm. of China 3 Th. Jure 16 
‘s Braemar 
Hongkong. € Of R. tro 
Hongkome ve Pe O Co. Rohilla E 
Hongkong 0, & 0.Co. Gaelic Su, June 96 
Burope ND, Lloyd Hohensollers = W. July 6 
3 Left Hongkong on the 7th inst. 
2 Left San Francinco on the 28th May. 
3 Left Hongkong on the 8th inst. 
THE NEXY MAIL LEAVES 
tor Steamer, Date, 
Mongkong F. June re 
Hongkong. M. June xg 
Hongkong M, June 13 
Hongko: Rosetta 








nehai Saiko Men = W, 
da, kee fm.of China ¥, June a7 
Hongkong. 8 June sy 
¥. June 17 
Sa. June a8 
Rurope, Caiedonien W, June ae 
Americh, Gaelic W. June 98 
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CHESS. 





All Communications to be addressed to the Cumss Evitor. 


‘The Yokohama and the Tokyo Chess Clubs are 


closed during the summer months. : 


Sotution or Propiem No. 370. 


waite. BLACK. 
te 0 Qs4 1—K w Kt 7 
sqeh 2—Ki takes Q 
3— Bio B43 mate 
1—B takes B 
2—Q to Bsq ch a—Kto Kis 
3—O to B 5 mate 
1—B takes P 
to Beqch 2—B covers (It 7) 
3—Q to B5 mate 
1—Bto Kt8 
2—Kt to B4 ch 2—Kto R7 


3—Q takes P mate 
1—B to Kt 6, or other 
to R-q ch 2—BtoR7 
3—O to Bq mate 
Cortect solutions teceived from W.HL.S. and 
Voila. 





Prosusm No. 371. 
TH from which awe lifted " this pro: 
Liem announces that a mistake has been made 
iw the diagram, We offer ample apologies to ou 
Ivers for wasting their time so seriously, bu’ 





The jor 






















assure them that we ourselves have spent 
weary days in st to fathom the 
mystery, The white K gi in the diagram as 


on B 2 should have be: 





Q 


Prosiem No. 374. 


By J. A. BrouenM. 
(A Dainish Prize Winner.) 





three moves. 


White mates i 


Game No. 395. 

One of the strongest players in Vienna is Herr 
H. Fahndrich, who, however, does not aspire to 
international fame. We append a game played 
by hin against Mc. Steinitz during the latter's 





visit to Vienna. 
White—W. Steinitz. Black—I1, Fahndrich. 
WHITE. BLACK. WHITE, BLACK. 
1P Ky PK 20 KxQ  BxP 
2P KB, PxP 2rKiQ2  BxR 
3KKiB3 PKKi4 | 22 RB CastlesQR 
4P KRG P Kis Ki Kg P KBa(e) 
sktKs BKr2(a) [24 Rt Kitz KR Kiegq 
oKixP PB O4 25K B3. PBs 
7 Kt Ba 23KiK2 RK 
8 KixP 27 KixP —-R QR3() 
K2 Bic 733 2BPK4 ROS5 
B3 Re ie 2agPKi5 R(Q5) R5 
a Kt Ba 30 PR5 x 
12 PQ3 Re Bas) [Sr Rak RR 
13 Bx KK s(c) 32 PK:6 PxP 
14 PxKt 33 PsP OR RG 
5903 B ses dis.ch | 34 Kt Ky RK 
16K3 Kt Bred) | 35 PKi7 R Keq 
mK QxBch 36 Kt BOR Qsq 
K2 37 Kt K6 Recipe 
19 QxB Re 


ES. 

(a) K Kio B3 give a better defence. 

(b) All this is played by Black in accordance 
with book analysis. 

(c) This is also given by the Looks; but cast!- 

ler play, and would appear 
game, 

(4) Black hoped to compensate himself for the 
sacrifice by winning the Q R for his bishop. We 
ate not sure, however, whether Black could not 
have affurded to delay this mavceuvre and play B 
to R ginstead, ‘as he then threatens to gain the 
piece back by. Ktto B 4 In fact, his position is 
such a good one that he might perhaps even be 
able to afford the time after B to R 4 to castle 


OR. 





















Digitized 





'y Google 





(e) The advance of this pawn proves fatal, as 
Winte soon captures it, and then wins by his K 
KUP. He might have played K Rto K sq instead. 

(1) Although Black's game is now precations in 
any case, still he nises his chances of tesist= 
ance by wasting time with the attempt to wiv 
White’s Q RP. White made excellent nse of the 
opportunity given thereby to advance his pawn 
to victory in a masterly manner.—St. Fames 

Position afier 16—B to K 3 


BLACKS 








Game No. 396. 

Curious game played on the occasion of the ree 
cent match between Herelordshive and and Wore 
cestershire—White, Me. Grove (Worcestershire) 5 
Black, Mr, Monkman (Herefordshire) :— 

RUY LOPEZ. 


HITE, BLACK. wutTh, BLACK. 
iP iy P Ka 5 PxP PxP 
2KK Bz QKt Bz | 6QxQch RxQ 
3BKts Pee 7 Ben PxB 
4PQs B $KixP — RQSmate 


Game No. 307. 


A smait game won by Mr, Eleum from the 
Champion in a recent Tournament at the Singa- 
pore Chess Club, 

















RUY LOPER. 
White—P.A, Rentens, Black—J. B Elcum, 
WHITE, BLACK, WHITE. BLACK. 

rP Kg. PK to PxKt Bx Kt 

2 Kt KB3 Ki OB3 20 QxB  QxP 
3BKi5 PRKigfa) 1 RPxP RPsP 
4PB30 BKi2 2 

5PQ, PxP R6le) Tot 
6 Px KKt Ka(b) By 1 B4 
7 Castles PQ3 2 2 Ki2 QR5 
BP KRg(c) Carles | 20BBq Kig 
oKktB3 PQR3 |27BQ2 Ki Kol 

10 B Rg Kg | 28R BxPch 

mBKig Kr Rg 29 KxB Kt Ksch 

12BB2  BKi2 30 K Kisq() Q Bych 

5 POKy Ki Bs IK Req KixB 
4B Kg KB-q |32QK2 OxQ 

ie POR4(d) P KB4 33 BxPcehRxB 

16 KtPxP QPxP 34 RxQ R Kitsch 

Keke KOs [35K Re Kt B8h 

18 P Ks BxKT 30 Resigns(y) 

Note: 
(a) According to De. Tattasch this defence is 





wv othe 
(b) Black's best continuation was QKt to K2; 
7 Castles, Kt to B3. 








(c) Fearing B to KRts, but White has nothing 
to be aftaid of; a developing move was to be 
preferred. 


(d)_ This premature advance invelves the loss 
ofa P and gives Black a strong attack. 

(2) Overlooking Black's powerful reply and 

getting his R into a very useless posi 

(1) White has no better move appar 

cutes the attack with spirit and vigow 

(g) Obviously White must lose at least the R. 











Gama No. 398. 
A Brivtiancy 1n New York. 


SICILIAN DEFENCE. 
White—De Visser. Ulack—Amateur. 


WHITE, OBS 5 OL0P BLACK. 
rP Ky ROP R Reg 
4 KKi Bg Ke P Ka 
KtB3 & ie BS H B 1B B Kz 
Ks Ke Kis BB P.Q3 
K2 B2 9B iKiseh K Beq 
GR OKISO Kisq | 20 KR K-q P KK 
7PO4 OR 21BxP  BxP 
4 Ion BP aa RxB_PxR 
gRxkt Prk QR. 
1oPQ5 RRS a 6 BER § g R gs 
1 P OB, Ki Qs 25 B Ka K Ksq 
w2Kixke — Pxkkt 20BKi7 R Kikkq 
13 POKig R RZ 27 QxRP  QxQP. 
14 Px P KBy 28 RRsq Resigns 












UNIVER 
URB/ 


Nores. 

T cannot help expressing my heartfelt sympathy 
and sorrow, says Gunsberg in the St. Fames? 
Budgit, for the laige number of generous and en 
thustastic chess players at Havana, whe may ex- 
perience at any moment the hotrors of war in the 
shape of a bombardment of their city by the A 
rican fleet. Let us hope that good will come 
evil, and that the Cubans will emerge out of their 
trial free and prosper It speaks volumes fur 
the masonic and levelling influence of the game to 
be able to state the fact that at the Havana-Chess 
Club Cubans and Spaniards met like friends and 
brothers—albeit the Cubans possess the greater 
pride of the two, and occasionally treated their 
Spanish fellow club members with a certain 
amount of reserve. 











According to a home contemporary, the Vienna 
Committee have had to" climb down,” at least iu 
so far as the date of entry into their projected 
tournament is concerned, The conditions uot 

ifficiently allucing to attract the 

pl je day the Committee have, th 

fore, decided to give them a further opportunity 
ng their minds by extending the time for 
mnuy. ‘The competitors are to be limited to 20, 
anda list of those who will most probably take 
part has been compiled ay fellows -—Biackburne, 
Mason, Burn, Caro, Lipke, Walbrodt, Tarrasth, 
T'schigorin, Schiffers, Alapin,Charousek, Mavoczy, 
Marco, Schlechter and Janowski, {twill be 
noticed that the wames of Lasker, Steinitz and 
Pillsbury are missing. Lasker, says that he will 
not enter as he cannot stand the strain of a two- 
round tournament, There is httle ‘ood also 
of any American pla pel 




























In the thirtyssix grand chess touriaments which 
have been-held there have been seventy different 
prize winners, and of the living ones whose h 
water matk has been first prize there ate Black~ 
burne, Burn, Charousek, Gunsber, Lasker, 
Mason, Pillsbury, A. Schwartz, Sreinitz, Tare 
tasch, Tschigorin, Weiss, and Winaver, 

The seconds are Bird, Judd, Lipke, Makovetz, 
Maroczy, Porges, Suallopp, and Walbrodt. 

The thirds are Mieses, Owen, Taubenhaus, and 
Teichman, 

The fourths Bardeleben, Berger Davidson, El 
son, Janowski, Macdonnell, March, Rosenthal, 
and Schlechter, 
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George Newnes, Bart, has been elected 
President of the City of London Chess Club. 

















LATEST SHIPPING. 


——__+ 
ARRIVALS. 


Rosetta, British steamer, 2,039, E. P. Bishop, stl 
June,—Hongkong via Nayasaki and Kobe, 28 h 
May, Mails and General 

Suminoye Maru, Japanese steam 
ta, sth Yokkaichi, gth June, General.— 
Nippon’ Yusen Kaisha. 

Wakanoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,556, F. 
W. Horton, 6th Jane—Kobe, 4th Ju ete 

















Hongkong, Ist June, Mails and 
General.—H. Abrens & Co. Nacht. 

Langbank, British steamer, 2,966, W. J. Rout, 6th 
June nyoon via Singapore, 23d May, 

Raspe & Co. 

Peru, Ametican steamer, 2.510, D. Fiiele, 6th 

unes—Hongkong via ports, Kobe, 5'h June, 

Ane beceo Sp ars ogee 50 

Mogul, British steamer, 2,354, Butier, 7th June,— 
Pe 17th May, Mails and Gene- 

Ht & Co, 

;, British steamer, 2,744, Inman Sealby, 7th 

tune,— Hongkong via ports, and Kebe 6th June, 
Mails and Genetal.—O. & O. SS. Co. 

Heiyen Kan (7), Japane e gunboat, 2,185, Capt. 
KK, Ohtsuka, 7-6 June,—Yokkaieht 7th fune, 

Tokio Maru, Japanese sieamer, ,360, E. W. Has- 
well, 8h June,—Sydney and Melbourne, via 

ports, Kobe 6:h June, Mails and General.—Nip- 
poo Yusen Kaisha, 

Iuaba Maru, Japanese steame-, 3709, C. Bain- 
bridge, 8th June—London and Antwerp via 
ports, Hongkong, 2nd June, General.-Nippon 
Yusew Kaisha, 

Thai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,907, 
June,—Kabe, 7h June, General. 
sen Kaisha. 

Vechigo Maru, Jap 
Sih” June,—Volkaicl 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Toyei Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,696, K. Yama- 
moto, Sil J au via ports, 4th Juve, 
General. Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Original from 






































steamer, 712, M. Yagi. 
gh June, General — 
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Labuan, British steamer, 2,293, J. S- Gardner, 
th June,—Cardiff via ports and Nagasaki, 6th 
Sune, Coal.—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Nord, Norwegian steamer 767, Ball, oth June,— 

igon via Hongkong, 27th May, Rice.—Dod- 

ill & Co. 

Ceylon, British steamer, 2,734. G. H.C. Weston, 
Toth June,—London via ports, Kobe, gh June, 
General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Humber, British Storeship, 1,640, Con 
W. Grausmore, toi June,—Nagasa 

Nagato Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,149, 
10th June,—Shanghai via ports, sth Ju 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 866, S. Mura- 

Islands, Mails and 
















under F. 





¢, Mails 






DEPARTURES. 
Columbia, British steamer, 1,689 J. Alwen, 4th 


‘June,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and General. 
—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 

Venus, British steamer, 2,312, R. McGregor, 4th 
June,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and General, 

0. & O.S.S. Co. 

Dunblane, British steamer, 2,402, Prothers, 6th 

e,—Moji, Ballast.—Samnel Samuel & Co. 
Myrmidon, British steamer, 1,750, James Raison, 
London via ports, General.—Butter- 


















0. S.N. Co. 

Sydney, French steamer, 2,081, Auberts, 8h June, 
Marseilles via ports, Mails and General.—M. 
M. S.S. Co. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,157, G. Shi 
mazu, 8th June—Shanghai vid’ ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Eiffel Tower, British steamer, 2,063, A. J. Camp- 
bell, 8th June—Moji, Ballast.—Captai 

Kaisow, British steamer, 2520, E. Wauall, 8h 

via Kohe, Genetal,—W. M. Sura 








an ‘steamer, 3,469, Magin, 8h 

1, Hamburg and Antwerp via 

ports, Gener al,—C, Illies & Co. 

Mogul, British steamer, 2,354, Bulter, oth June,— 
Hongkong via ports, Mails and General.— 
Dodwell Carlill & C 

















Coptic, British steamer, 2,744, Inman Sealby, 
gn J San Francisco via Honolulu, Mails 
and General. —O. & O. S.S. Co. 





Paotung, British steamer, 1,088, Joyles, gth June, 
—Moji, Ballast,— Butterfield & Swire, 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, H. Bleeker, 
roth June,—Hongkong via Kobe and Naga- 
saki, Mails aud General,—H. Alirens & Co., 
Nacht. 

Egremont Castle, British steamer, 1,834, Conby, 
11th June—Kobe, General.—Sale & Co. 

Gleneayn, British steamer, 1,425, W. Murray, 11h 
June,—Moji via Kobe, Ballast.—Jardine, Ma 
theson & Co. 

















PASSENGERS, 





ARRIVED. 
Per British steamer Rosetta, from Hongkong 
via ports:—Mr. and Mrs, Milner, Misses Milner 





(2), Capt. P. Marshall, Col. A 
Eltzholtz, Me. James Flan Me, and Mis, R. 
E. Chambers, and Mr. O. Brooke, in cabin. 

Per German steamer Hohentisoern, com Hong 
kong :—Mr, N. Sorokoymouski, Mr. F. Eilou, 
Consul and Mrs. Hagen, and Mr, B. Bunge, in 
cabin; Mr. E. Heidenheimer, Mr. SJ H. 
Logan, in second class, Master Bredow, and Mi, 
T. Levy, in steerage. 

Per British steamer Coptic, from Hongkong via 
ports:—My. J. Wallace and servant, Me. Geo. T 
Myers, Miss E. B, Sale, Mr. and Mrs. J. M 
Marques, Mr. A; Douald, Miss Brown, Mr. 
Brown, Mes. Lo She and native servant, Mr. W 

1 Drew and native servant, Me. Lo Wi 
nd seivant, Miss G. Palme: 
B. Harvey, Mr. W. E. Schiele, Mus, N. 
wood, Mr, and Mrs, Oustinoff and serv: 
M. Oustinoff, Master L. Oustinoff, Me. R. W- 
Wickins, Miss Crear, Capt. J. J. Efford, Me. B 





burchill, Miss 











































Hyde-Pearso Ir, A. Kutn, Mes. A. Kaho, 
Miss Kuhn, Mes, Nicholls, Mr, Nuuall, Mr. E. Ry 
Smith and servant, Mr. S. Strauss, Mr. KF. M. 





Sennet, Mr. C. Thwaites, and Me. F. P. Cooper, 
in cabin, For San Francise Miss J. M. Hall, 
Mr. W. W. Masterson, Mr. H, Skoit, Rev. B.C. 
Henry Mr. H. D. Hanks, Lieut. Pratt, Paymas- 
ter Galt, USN. Pay Clerke” White, Bishop 




















F. Gore, child and amah, Dr. F. A. Robinson, 
Mr, G. Richardson, Mi. H. Richardson, Mr. H. 
Maitland, and Mi. M.S. Friede, in cabin, 

Per British steamer Ceylon, London vi 


ports:—Mr. and Mis, Thistlewaite, infant an 
amab, Mr. G. H. Mick, Mr. C. M, Flaudman, 





Miss Dyke Poorre, Mr. J. Gold, Mr A. BL. 
Melville, and Mr. H. E. Snagee, in cabin, 
DEPARTED. 


Per American steamer Pert, for San Francisco 









via Honolulu :—Mr. E, Adet, Capt. Geo. W. 
Coffin, U.S.N., De. and Mis. 'F. T. B. Fest ax 

child, Master Willie Fest, Mr. Milton E. Hatfield, 
Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Neal, Mc. T, S. Nightingale, 


Mr. and Mrs. A. Prietly, Me. W. A. Peairs, and 
Me. T, Takasu, in cabin, 

Pet French steamer Sydney, for Marseilles via 
ports:—Mr. H. F. Arthur, Mr. E. C. Allen, Mr. 
W. H. Crawford, Me. R. T. Tangge, Mr. F. 
Kiene, Mr. R. Schaub, Me. E. Krug, Rev. M. 
Cutting, Miss Lomballe, Miss Uchida Tsuna, Mrs. 
Jame, Mr. and Mes. Jame and servant, Mr. and 
Mis. Kaufmann, Mr. and Mrs. Plugger, Mr. R. 
Pescio, Mr. Lyed Abdullah Lawawee, Mr. Llyed 
Mahomed Bin Agill, Mr, M. Hechter, Mr. F. 
Ninand, Mr. Ni id, Miss Hechter, Mrs, and 
Miss Ninand, Mr. S. Shimojo, Mr. S. Takahashi, 
Mr. H. Patort, Mr. J. Ping, Mr. W. H. Ray, Mr. 
G. Gillson, Mrs. E. Morsison, M. ALLE Le- 
combe, Mr. Luperne, Mr. Alsagoff and servant, 
Ses Gabrielle et Honoring, and Mr. Aton 
Miller, in cabin. 

Per British steamer Java, for Londan 
ports —Me. L. Piummer, in cabin, 

Per Biitish steamer Coptic, for San Francisco 
via Honolulu :—Me. FE, Billings, Mes. F. Billings 
and maid, Miss Billings, Miss E, Bil Miss 
M. Billings, Mc. and Mes. K. Bjarnson, Mes, N. 
J. Brackwood, Mis. Geo, W. Coleman, Mr. M. 
Eudelin, Madam Endelin, Miss Eltzholtz, Me. M. 
S. Fiiede, Mis. J. S. Fearon, Miss M.' Fearon, 
Paymaster Galt, U SN, Mrs. F. Gove, child and 
servant, Mis. M, R. Goodwin, Mes, Adam Grant, 
Bishop F_R. Grave-, Mr. H. D. Haw Ms, an 
Mis. M. Hetapath, Miss Hall, Miss Julia Haste, 
Rev. and Mrs. B. C. Henry and child, Miss 
Henry, Mr. and Mis, H. Hert M:, Walter 
Hehey, Mr. S. Kondo, Miss E, J. Lukins, Me. 
Geo. lyers, Je, Me. H. Maitland, Miss P. 
Mason, Miss M. Mason, Mr, W. W. Masterson, 
Mr. E. Meyen, Rev. and Mis. P. F. Price and 2 
two children, Lieut, R. W. Prat, Me. M. Rie 
idson, De, B.A. Robinson, Mc. Albert Reedel, 
Mr. G. Richardson, Mis, Jas. Stoughton, child 
and servant, Mr.and Mis, R. H. Southgate, Mr. 
H.Skou, Me. J. P. Whiton-Start. Mr, Victor 
Schmidt, Mr. H.N. Tuck, Mr. and Mrs. B. B 
‘Thresher, Mr. and Mis. Geo. S. Welch, Miss 
Welch, Miss W. Welch, Payclerk White, U.S.N., 
Me. Norman Walter, and Mr. and Mes. John J. 
Valentine. 

Per German steamer Hohensollern, for Hong 
kong via ports:—Mr. H. W. Kennett, Miss 
Robertson, Mr. and Mis, W. A. Rebrens, Me. H. 
R. Willia, Dee Laufer, Mr. E. Becker, Mr, 
All. L. Koch, Miss M. Sada, Mr, A. Donald, M. 
A. Klienwour, Mr, P, Biller, Mr. C.J. da Silva, 
and Mr, K. Asai, in cabin; 1 Chinese, and 1 
Indian, in steerag. 
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CARGOES. 

Per French steamer Sydney, for Marseille: 
Raw Silk for Europe, 105 bales; Waste Silk for 
Emope, 197 bales. 

Per British steamer Coptic, for San Francisco, 
gth Junes— 








TEA, 
















Ostet 915 2.055 a5 S49 34937 
Yokohama 973 2,963 537 8445 9542 
Hongkong = 





Shanghai 
Uongicon 
Vokohama 





LATEST COMMEKCIAT. 
eae lease 
IMPORTS. 
In Yarns, fancy cottons and woollens the stagnas 


tion which has characterised the market for weeks 
past still remains, and prices are quite nominal. 






. aves, Miss Pansy Mason, Miss Mary COLLON PIEGIC GOOUS 

M Rev. and Mis. P. KE Price, child and in | ra einen, 
a Grey Shietings—8 th, ln, cl 

fant, Mrs. J.S. Frason, Miss M. Beatson, Mis.’ Grey Shnuntaconn sy ytin gain’ 8235 fo 285 





Google™ et 





oh, 38h ys. 4 





“Jthe crop fr 





























= Cloth=7%h, ay yards, ga inche 
indigo Shictings—12 yauds, 44 inch: 
ry a4 yan 


1.80 to 2.00 
1.75 to 2.60 
200 to 3.75 











ich 
Wack, 


us and Sattecas ran vais 
seme ONS 10 0.95 

WOOLLENS. Pav rami 
+. ¥0.40 tw 0.50 


0,38 to Oat 
Nominal 
Nominal 


o.t5 toy aa 
0.35 to 0.50 
0.60 to o.7ab 
0.50 to 0.85 


hast 
‘Turkey Reds—y. beens 


32 inches . os 2500 3.526 








16 ;24, | 35-50 to 38.50 

rn 39.00 to 41.50 

| 38/42, Singles 43.50 to 45.50 

. 32, Doubles 42.00 to 43.50 

: 42, Doubles 47.00 to S080 

‘1/60, Plain Brc0 te 3.00 

2/80, 15.00 to 76.30 

B20 py’co 

Nos. 2.80, Gassed Aone tei tees 

Nos. 2/100, Gassed .... 114.00 to 124.00 
RAW COTTON. ran ric 





American Middling 


e 20.00 to 
Indian Hiroact ' 


20 00 
atsoto — 


Mats. 

‘The market is suffering from over-suppl: 

: supply, and 
things are likely to be depres: peeks bo Gon . 
Except for a lew feeble inguiries for tin plates 
below home cost, buyers, have not been heard hong. 





















jates, per box 
elvan, He. 9 


Hoop Iron (i to 1d 


10 
560 to 5.80 
2.08 to 2.10 

00 to 5.25 





erst, 
No change in prices. Market weak, and little 

doing. 
American 







‘4 ja E 
Rene $2 00 to 2,07 


Langkat 





Is brown sugars the market is e 
decline of 20 to 40 sen per picul. Arrivals from 
19th May to date have been 31,515 piculs of 
Manila from Hongkong. Sales dur the same 
period have tatalled 26,256 piculs, of which about 
half have been Manila. Prices for the Form 

Product are 30 to 35 sen lower. Sales have reached 
24,050 piculs, and attivals 39,350. In white ree 
fined there has been an advance of about 25 seit. 















w. $5.60 to 5. 
5.50 to 6.30 
4:45 0 4.50 
4.35 to 6.00 
6.90 to 7.25 
7.7006 9.60 





Hrown Takao 









White Java and Penang 
White Relined 








EXPORTS, 


RAW SILK. 

A good demand from the States for filatures 
continues, and a fair business has resulted 
slight decline in prices. The advices concerning 

the interior are, on the whole, 








favourable, 
auoratioNs. 
Filatures—Itatra g'tt, volea den 
Rilatures—Wxtea 3/15, 14/164 
ilatutes—No. 14 10/13 deniers 
tures—No. 1, 03/15, 14/1hden 
Filatures—No. 1), to/ty de 


Nominal 
.. Nominal 



















- 840 to 830 








Filat 118, 04/07 det. ssvcve 820 to 830 
Eile ~ 820 to 830 
it : + 790 to Bou 
Reveels—tlo ide Boo te re 


5. 
Reteels—to. th, 03/16, 14/17 den. . 
Re-teels—No. 2, hier 





Nominal 
Nominal 


WASTE SILK. 


A little more doing, but prices are practically 
nchanged. Samples of new waste are not anti= 





cipated before the end of June. ‘The seitlements 
from May 19'h up to the present have been 81,270 
prowls fibesrerpeg ow about 3,800 piculs in stock, 
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quorations, 





Kibiso—Joshu, Good 
Kibiso—Bushu, Faire 


The news of the wew duty has produced almost 
A stagnation in trade, and is filling holders with 
ala There has been little doing the last few 
days, while the stocks on offer ave very large. The 
total settlements so far ae 96,677 piculs as com- 
pared with 104,261 piculs at the same date last 
The Peru took with her 422,766 lbs. to 
‘The exports from the ist’ May up to 
be tabulated as follows fo New York 
Eastern States, 1,695,254 Ibs.; Chicago, and 
West, 1,892,469 Ibs.; San Francisco and Pacific 
Coast, 241,445 Ibs, ; Canada, 263,771 Ibs ; Europe, 
&c., 24,291 Ibs. ; total, 4.115,230 Ibs, 

















$35 ‘& upwards 
$32 to33 
$30 to 34 










i $28 to 29 
Good Medium $26 toa, 
Medium . $24 to 25 
Good Com $22 to 24 
Commo Nominal. 


EXCHANGE. 


Silver back again to 27 pence fiom London, and 
tates all unaltered, 


Sterling —Bank T.T, 


3/o} 







gh. | 


255% 
2.5910} 
+ 49h 


ht ‘sot to} 












Ow Gertnany—Bank sight 2.06 
- vate 4 mony 2.11 

On Hongkong—Bank sight .64107°/,dis. 
— P +708? dis, 

On Shanghet—Bank sight .. 80 10 804 
— Private 10 days might ,,.81t0815 





Ow India—Bauk sight .. 150 
— Private goulays’ sight... 155 
War Silver (London) 27 


WANTED. 


NE of the largest Exctisn Leaver and 
‘Tuxtite Macuine Bectixe, also Rupper, 
Manuracturgrs, require a SOLE AGENT 
for the whole of Japan, An influential man 
only need apply, Address, “C.ULR.,.” care 
of Messrs. Deacon's Advertising Offices, 154, 
Leadenhall Street, London, 


May 28th, 1898. gins. 




















ewweeeee 


—-. WATERING 
| APPARATUS 


5 Noa-freezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
and Street Wasliers. 
Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘Appa 














‘ Gun-Metal, Copp 
i Iron Cocks au 


E. GUESNIER, E.C.P., 
Engineer and Cock Mntr., 

| (Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 
PARIS. 

Hydropathic and Massag. 

fas. supplied tothe 

‘Vapoue Baths (Berthe 


Cast 



















December 5, 1896. 


ECZEMA 


Most Torturing, Disfiguring, 
Humiliating 


Of itching, burning, bleeding, scaly skin and 
scalp humours, is instantly relieved by a warm 
bath with Curicura Soap, and a single application 
of Curicura (ointment), the great skin cure, followed 
by a full dose of Curicura Resotvent, greatest of 
blood purifiers and humour cures. 


(iticura 


Reneiss speedily, permanently, and economically 
cure Eczema, when all else fails. 





Sold throughout the world. British depot: F. NewBery 
& Soxs, London. Porrern Drua anp Cem. Corp., Sole 
Props., Boston, U. S. A. 

(> “ How to Cure Every Skin and Blood Humour,” post free. 


BAD GOMPLEXIONS *"cencdar“soxe.” 











vi 


MACFAR) 


belt 








A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris, 


Tne OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 
The Oldest and Largest Makers in the 
World of Chocolate, Cocoa, and 
Confectionery Plant 


Over 2500 Chocolate Factores ited up to 
January Ist, 1896. 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substances, colours, printing inks, toilet 
‘soap, perfumery, and chemicals, 
MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 


? Address Messts. C. ROHDE & Co, 
YOKOHAMA. 





















November 21st, 1896, 





Trade Mark on every Casting. 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 


ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 


KRANDAHS, BALCONIKS, BANDSTANDS, ARCADRS, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 
NUMEROUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


LANE’S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 
TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Li: ad) Bstimaiés on application. 


TER MACFARLANE @ Cos! Glasgow, ‘Scotland. 
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LEA & PERRINS' 


OBSERVE THAT THE ° 
SIGNATURE 


1s NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 

CUTSIDE WRAPPER 
of every Bottle of the 

ORIGINAL. WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, ] 
Worcester ; 7 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London; \ 
and Export Ollmen generally. | ry 


RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 








46ins, 


May 8th, 1898. 


ATKINSON'S 


NEWEST PERFUME 


AOLINE... 


“Most Refreshing.” 


NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
DELICIOUSLY REVIVING IN 
HOT OR CROWDED Rooms. 
A true natural perfume 
made from flowers. 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 


“AOLINE” PERFUME. “Dost Refreshing.” 


“AOLINE” TOILET SOAP 
for the Complexion, 
“AOLINE” ToiLer POWDER imparts « 
aelightfal bloom to the complexion, 
“ AOLINE” SACHETS. Delightful for Handker- 
chiefs, Glave, &e. 
“ AOLINE” TOILET CREAM. Softening and 
veantifying for the complexion, 
Of att Chominte and 


J. &E. ATKINSON, Ltd., 24, Old Bond Street, London, 





“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME 
“ACharming Scent.”—H.R.II. The Duchessof Yor 


Jaunary rst, 1898. ly: 








MILKMAID 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
i In the process of manutacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream haz been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 














Cheapest for Beef Tea and Kitchen Use. 
LIEBIG 


COMPANY’S EXTRACT. 


Always look for the BLUE SIGNATURE. 

There are many imitations which have 

not the same flavour and are not so 
carefully manufactured. 








‘The Physician's Oure 
§| for Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and Gravel; the 
safestand most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe. 
males, and the Sict 
ness of Pregnancy. 











1897. o}m, 


The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 













NOT SO FAR AWAY 
IN CHICAGO U. S. A. 


1s THE 
Greatest Mail Order House in the World. 
MONTGOMERY WARD & COMPANY, 


111 to 120 Michigan Ave. 
WHO ISSUE SEMI-ANNUALLY THE MOST COM- 
PREHENSIVE 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 
BUYERS’ GUIDE. 


9 Containins 800 
trations, 4-000 dep 
B SPECIAL PRI 


Cuarantecd as Represented or Money Refunded, 


Montgomery Ward & Co., 
CHICACO, U.S.A. 
Ill to 120 MICHIGAN AVENUE, 








THE GREATEST WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 





PrRsons suffering from weak or debilitaep 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
puritycan be maintained by the use of these Pills 


Sim Samume Bani work entitled “ The Nile Tribut 
taries in Abyssinia,” say: goa, Mahorne- 
to inform the Fakir that | was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In I 

ants, to whom I served 
These are most usef 











them of their valwe," 
SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy (or bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 





of all kinds, It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
tkin arr ng all inflammations, 

Ma. J. T. Co extraordinary. travels 
in China, published in 1871, says. with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. 1 gave some to the people, and nothing 
fould exceed their gratitude j and, in consequence, milk,(owl'y 
butter, and horse feed poured in ‘upon us, until at last’a teas 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas, 
thd the demand became #0 great that | was obliged to lock up 

















SATURDAYS ein ted 
LLI 





The Hapa Weekly Mai: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LI 


ERATURE, AND ART. 








ROIstERtb At THE G, 
AS A NEWSPAP! 
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NOTICE FO CORRESPONDENTS, 

be taken of anonymous correspundence, 
intended for insertion in the * JAPAN 
Waexty Matt” must be authenticated by the name 
ddress of the writer, not ior publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. : 

It is particularly reauested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the ManaGer, and Cheques be made 
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Yonouama: Sarunpar, June 184TH, 1898. 


SUMWUARY OF NEWS. 











Tnx Tokyo Electric Light Company declares a 
dividend of 11 per cen¢. per annum, 


TH ka Bank in Tok:o on the roth inst, 
changed its name to the Dembu Bank, 





Tur railway between Hikone and Aichigawa 
was opened for traffic on the rrth inst, 


Aw agreement has been concluded between 
Great Britain and France on the Niger ques- 
tion. —_——— 

A strixe of miners bas broken out in South 
Wales, Troops were hastily despatched to the 
scene, 


Tue German newspapers are openly discussing 
the probability of securing a port in the Philip. 
pines, 
Tu Hokkaido Coal Mining and Railway Com- 
pany will pay a dividend of 15 per cent, per 
annum this year, 


H.M.S. Powerful, the most formidable first 
class cruiser in these waters, arrived at Yoko- 
hama on Thursda 


Tue Keelung Mavajitotcthe hin Qe? 















Kaisha, will leave Kobe for Hawaii on the 7th 


333] PrOx., taking 550 emigrants. 





Tre National Unionist Party is about to be 


2} disbanded, its members joining the new pro- 


Government party. 


Mr, Conenr, the U.S. Minister to China, passed 
through Yokohama this week en route to his 
new appointment, 
Mr. Ernast Terran Hoorry, the millionaire 
speculator, has been declared a bankrupt on 
his own petition. 
Tue Liberal and Progressist Parties have fused, 
the new taxation schemes being the dissolvent 
of their former differences. 








THE Government will shortly issue a manifesto 
setting forth the reasons for dissolution, and 
apPealing to the electorate, 





Tue Filipinos are gaining head near Manila, 
forcing back the Spanish troops and taking pri- 
soner the provincial Governors. 


5] THE weather during the past week has been 





most unprecedenily cold, but reports from the 
ailk districts are generally satisfactory. 


Mr. Nacaraxr, the Japanese Consul at Shashi, 
who retired to Hankow after the disturbances, 
returned to his post by the warship Afego. 





Jaran is on the eve of seeing a pro-Government 
political party formed, with Marquis Ito as its 
head and Cabinet Ministers among its leaders, 


Luiter’s wheat corner at Chicago has col- 

lapsed. Ten million bushels have been thrown 
on the market, causing a heavy decline in 
prices, 
A yire broke out, on the gth inst. at 10.50 
p.m., in Oga-cho, Kyobashi, Tokyo. Thirty- 
ote houses were wholly and 17 partially de- 
stroyed. 
Tue Norwegian steamer Smif, laden with a 
cargo of beans for Yokobama, has been wrecked 
off the coast of southern Korea. There was 
no loss of life. — 
A recent Formosan despatch states that on 
the 31st ult native rebels attacked a body of 
soldiers, and one Japanese was shot, One 
rebel w 0 killed. 


An American subject bas been found guilty of 
murder in Nagasaki and sentenced to be hung. 
A petition praying for commutation of the death 
penalty has been presented, 








In the event of a re-construction of the Cabinet, 
it is expected that Count Matsukata will resume 
charge of the Treasury, Count Inouye taking 
the portfolio of foreign affairs, 


Tue British Government has decided to re- 
instate, on the half-pay unattached principle, 
all of Dr. Jameson's officers except Sir John 
Willoughby and Colonel Rhodes, 


Tue Chinese students who arrived in Tokyo 
on the roth inst, took lodging at the Koseikwan, 
Kobiki-cho, Four of them will attend the Im 
perial college and another four the military 
college. —_—_— 

Nine ‘cases of yellow fever have appeared at 
McHenry, at the mouth of the Mississippi. 
Grave fears are entertained that the epidemic 
will spread, and the troops collected from the 
Southern States are in a serious ferment, 





Aw employ, named Akiyama Ken, of the 
Yokohama Branch office of the 100th National 
was arrested by the police authorities on 





belonging to the Bank. It is said that he re- 
deemed a gitl from a house of ill-fame at 
Shinagawa with the money, 


Tue French Government has been defeated 
after a debate on general policy, Subsequently 
a general resolution of confidence was ado} ted 
by a majority of twelve. Nevertheless it is 
believed the Cabinet resign, 


Aw American Lieutenant who has made a tour 
of observation in Santiago harbour, reports that 
the whole of the Spanish Fleetis there, Admiral 
Sampson telegraphs thal the bodies of American 
dead have been barbarously mutilated. 


On the roth inst. a named Ogawa Hanshichi 
and his wife, living at Fokutomi-cho, Nichome, 
Yokohama, were arrested on suspicion of 
strangling a man named Numata Kinjiro (45 
years of age), residing in the same house. 











A Commerctat Commission organized by the 
Philadelphia Commercial Museum and au- 
thorised by the U.S. Government, bas arrived 








h inst. on a change of stealing aigiigye 


in Japan. Mr. S, P. Read, formerly U.S, 
Consul at Tientsi head of the staff. 


On the rrth inst. a man named Nishihara Shika- 
jiro and a girl named Kitamura Saku attempted 
suicide ina brothel in the Yoshiwara, Toky: 
by taking about 4 grammes of nitric acid. 
They were sent to the hospital, where both are 
lying in a dangerous condition. 











Tur scheme for a railway between Yokohama 
and Hachioji, which Mr, Hara Zenzaburo and 
12 others, in May last year, sought permission 
to conatruct, was recently rejected by the Minister 








of the Communications Department. The pro- 
posed capital was yen 1,500,000, 
In the House of Commons, Mr. Curzon, 





Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs, stated 
according to a despatch by M. Muravieff, 
Russia maintains China's sovereign right over 
Port Arthur and Talienwan, aud respects the 
Treaties between China and other countries, 
implying the scrupulous maintenance of the 
status quo, Foreign warships and merchant 
vessels will continue to enjoy access to all ports 
in China. 
Tue rise in the price of Yarns and Grey Shitt- 
ings on the Manchester market has had no 
stimulating effect in Yokohama, and the ap- 
parently normal condition of complete stagna- 
tion in the local market has not been disturbed 
by the slightest ripple of enquiry. The market 
for fancy cottons and weollens also retains its 
unsatisfactory aspect and dealers are looking 
very glum, A few enquities are reported in tin 
plates, though prices continue to rise; but all 
varieties of iron areneglected. In kerosene no 
new feature of any interest is to be reported. 
Sugar has again hada quiet week in face of 
steady supplies. Transactions have been satis- 
factory for brown sorts and steady for white 
refined. Owing to holders of silk showing a 
disposition to dispose of their old stock before 
the new cocoons arrive on the market, rather 
more has been done in the principal staple of 
export, Demand has also quickened in Europe 
but prices remain unaltered. Total settlements 
to date amount to 57,220 piculs against 49 480 
piculs at same date last year, It 1s too early to 
prophesy about the new crop, but it seems 
highly probable that it will not fall below that 
of last year. Nothing is doing in Waste Silk. 
The new tea duty in the United States has 
demoral:zed the tea market, prices falling on all 
sides, but this has not tempted buyers, only 
5,386 piculs being settled during the week. 
There, is a Jarge stock on offer, principally of 
medita' ‘aid lower grades. Fish oil remains 
fre}] Bid Gpail dolperisquigt. 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
ge 

The political situation naturally evokes much 
comment, From what we have already pub- 
lished about the ¥77i Shimpo's views on the 
subject of taxation, our readers will be prepared 
to learn that that journal now condemns the 
Cabinet's tactics in the most unsparing terms, 
Having an excellent and perfectly unodjection- 
able source of additional revenue in the Saké 
tax, the Government clung with desperate 
obstinacy to its Land Tax Bill, and finally at- 
tempted to pass it by petty and undignified 
devices. The suspension of the Lower House's 
session for three days was a purely temporizing 
mancavre, having for its object a kind of com- 
promise with the malcontents, the Government 
undertaking to set about re-assessment provided 
that the House consented to increase the Land 
‘Trax. That exit from the dilemma having failed, 
the Government dissolved the House. But what 
is to be gained by dissolution? If the power of 
sending the members back to their coustituen- 
cies was intended to be exercised merely as a 
Punitive measure in case the House proved di 
obedient, the Cabinet's action might be justified. 
But dissolution means an appeal to the country 
from the House's verdict. Does the Govern- 
ment imagine that the country will send up new 
members instructed to endorse the Land Tax 
proposal? Nothing of-the kind can be antici- 
pated, On the other hand, if the new House 
follows in the footsteps of the old, and if the 
Government is consistent, there must be another 
dissolution, Apart from the fact that a general 
election involves a great expenditure of time 
and money, there is the evident fruitlessness of 
such procedure under the present circumstances, 
However, the fia/ of dissolution has gone forth 
and can not be recalled, What has to be deter- 
mined now is the Government’s future course. 
There is only one prudent plan for it, in the 
¥F i's opinion ; namely, that the Cabinet should 
resolutely and definitely abandon its attitude of 
independence towards political parties, and 
should place itself on the crest of the great wave 
of change now sweeping over the country, Un- 
less the Mei7é statesmen take that course, they 
are doomed to be swept away. They must go 
in boldly for party cabinets. 














The Kokumin Shimbun takes practically the 
same line with regard to the future. It does 
not pause to criticise or condemn the conduct 
of either the Government or the Diet, but it de- 
clares that the opportunity has at length come for 
out the system of party cabinets. The 
difficulty is, not how to form a party cabinet 
hut how to form parties competent for the 
purpose, The Land Tax Bill has solved the 
problem, [t has acted as a kind of bomb, 
shattering the old party fabrics, and preper 
the fragments for re-strangement and re-con 
struction. There is no definite line of party 
cleavage; a line on one side of which the 
positive politicians who advocate an increase of 
the Land Tax can stand, while the negative 
politicians, opponents of the Tax, may take 
their place on the other, The section of the 
Progressists known as the original Kaishin-fo, 
and the Tosa coterie of the Liberal Party can 
form the nucleus ot the negative party. As for 
the cabinet, it must be in definite alliance with 
one or other of the patties, and its personnel 
must include four elements, men of experience, 
men of wealth, men of talent, and men of the 
rising generation. Iv is an old saying that those 
not sirong enough to lead must reconcile them. 
selves to be led. The truth of the aphorism 
will be proved now, Unless the Afeijé states. 
men place themselves at the head of the move- 
ment of the era, it will sweep over them and 
overwhelm them, 











oof 

. 

There is a remarkable agreement among the 
vernacular newspapers with regard to. this 
question of party cabinets, The Yomiuri Shim- 
bun alleges that Marquis Tio has definitely 
decided to anticipate the inevitable by at once 
laying the foundations of a great party, having 
for nnclens the National Unionists, the Inde- 


Pendents, and the business men, 
; ae 











porary alleges that Count Inonye, whose dislike 
of political parties has long been a household 
word, has now not only endorsed the above 
Project, but is conspicuons in his endeavo 
to promote it, The Yoméurf sets forth this 
programme in language not calculated to com 
mend it to responsible individuals, but as an 
opponent of Marquis Ito and all his doings, the 
Progressist organ could scarcely be expected to 
make an attractive statement. 
=o 


* 

The Shogyo Shimpo, which has always been 
a stout advocate of Land-T'ax increase, thinks 
that the Cabinet and the Diet are equally to 
blame for the crisis which has arisen. The 
members of the House of Representatives knew 
perfectly well that an increase of the taxes 
was inevitable, and knew perfectly well that the 
Land Tax is the most appropriale source of 
additional revenue. Yet they allowed some 
paltry considerations to influence them into vot- 
ing against the measure. On the other hand, 
the Cabinet, instead of maintaining a firm 
attitude, lent its ear to the talk about re as- 
sessment—mere talk, for re-assessment has 
no immediately practical significance—, and 
agreed to a compromise on the basis of reducing 
the taxable value of land by 150 million yen 
That kind of vacillation is fatal to successful 
administration, Much will have more, and the 
result of these advances and retreats, these 
demands and concessions, these claims and 
compromises, is that the true interests of the 
country are obscured for the sake of consulting 
some momentary prejudice or reconciling some 
petty conflicts. The outcome of it all is that 
the nation’s progress is arrested and its credit 
impaired. Pa, oe 

The Michi Nichi Shimbun addresses itself 
chiefly to the obvious inconclusiveness of the 
main reason alleged by the House of Repre- 
sentatives for rejecting the Bill—namely, that, 
while not denying the necessity for the measure, 
the members considered that it could not pro- 
perly be dehated in an extraordinary session, 
Itis impossible to regard such an argument as 
anything more than a mere pretext. The 
whole attitude of the House towards the Bill 
indicated either prejudice or perfanctoriness. 
There was no debate worthy of the name. The 
members had made up their minds to reject 
the Bill for reasons quite apart from its merits, 
and they did not even take the trouble of com- 
plying with the usual forms of discussion. It 
does not appear to have occurred to them that 
they were confronted by the responsibility of 
placing the finances of the State on a secure 
basis, and thus restoring confidence in com- 
mercial and industial circles, as well as open- 
ing avenues for the inflow of foreign capital, 
Che Cabinet did everything in ils power to save 
the situation. It suspended the House’s session 
for three days, in order that the members might 
have time for reflection, and it even agreed to a 
proposal for re assexsment, though re-assess- 
ment under such circumstances can not be 
regarded as Bat nothing could remove 
the House's infatuated disposition, The mem 
bers allowed themselves to be carried away by 
considerations waich ought not to influence 
serious legislators, and they now stand in the 
unenviable position of having sacrificed the 
national good to petty prejudices. There can 
be no solid progress 3» long as S ate affairs are 
the plaything of party politics. 


a * 


The Hochi Shimbun, « journal allied with 
the Progressists, is chiefly concerned about the 
idea of two dissolutions of the House of Repre- 
sentatives within a period of six months, and 
two general elections within an interval of one 
year, It maintains that in dissolving the 
Lower House on the roth instant, the Ivo Cabi- 
net is simply repeating the appeal to the con- 
stituencies that the Matsukala Cabinet made 
last December. ‘he Matsnkata Cabinet wished 
to increase the taxes and the House declared 
want of confidence in it. The Ito Cabinet 
wished to increase the taxes, and the House 








se. 








rejected its proposal, Thus the country is to 
ki asked to decide for the second time a ques- 


FOR fpbiet it definitely answered on the 15th of 
| c 





March. Starting from these premises, the 
Hochi easily convicts the Cabinet of unconstitu- 
tional procedure. 

oe, 

A very radical view is taken by the okyo 
Asaht. It doesnot think that this question of 
the Land Tax was considered on its own 
merits at all. The true explanation of the 
crisis is a sudden ebuilition of (he old animo- 
sity to clan cabinets, When the Address to the 
Throne on foreign politics was rejected by a 
large majority, the relations between the Go- 
vernment and the House seemed intimate and 
amicable, but, in a moment, the anti-clan 
prejudice of former years was awakened, and 
thenceforth the sentiment developed force like 
that of a rock rolling down an incline. The two 
great partics hitherto at daggeis drawn, aud- 
denly clasped hands to bear down the clan 
statesmen, and, by a majority of unprecedented 
dimensions, the House practically declared it 
want of confidence in the Cabinet, The po 
tion of the latter, alter six months of office, 
closely resembles the position of the Matsukata 
Cabinet last December, and the analogy will be 
complete if the Ministry now resigns prior to 
the generalelections. The Asaht believes th 
such a step would be the acme of irresponsi- 
bility. It hopes that the elections will be held 
with all possible expedition, the Diet convened 
as soon as may be, and all these questions of 
vital importance settled definitely, 

.* 

















The Chuo, which represents the National 
Unionists, adopts practically the same tone as 
the Michi Nichi. It alleges that the House of 
Representatives disregarded the necessities and 
interests of the nation and allowed itself to be 
swayed solely by considerations of party poli- 
tics. A sound and solid system of finance is 
the first essential of a country’s prestige. All 
Japan's efforts to secure a high place in the 
Orient have been attended with comparatively 
small results because her financial position is 
weak. Itis for that reason that Powers like 
France and Russia, which have not lavished 
blood or treasure in this quarter of the globe, 
are uevertheless able to secure advantages 
denied to Japan. The members of the Diet 
must have been alive to these facts, and must 
have known very well thatro place the public 
finances on a sound basis is (he prime need 
of the hour. They nevertheless suffered party 
prejudices to turn them from the discharge of 
their plain duty, and, ander the circumstances, 
nothing temained for the Cabinet except to 
appeal to the patiiotism and sound instincts of 
the people. 





. 
ore 


The Osaka Asahi takes a moderate line, It 
admits that an appeal to the country on the 
question of incteased taxation is a perfectly 
constitutional step, and it urges the conetitu- 
eucies (o adopt the constitutional method of 
expressing their opinion, The procedure of 
the Matsukata Cabinet was to be condemned, 
because, immediately alter dissolving the House, 
it resigned office, without awaiting the verdict 
of the nation, The Ito Cabinet will doubtless 
act differently, It will remain in power to meet 
the next Diet, and it may possibly dissolve the 
House of Representatives two or three times 
until there can no longer be any doubt as to 
the people’s sentiments, Hence nothing is 
more to be desired than that the constituencies 
should be thoroughly and clearly instructed as 
to the views of the Cabinet and the Opposition, 
so that they may be able to prononnce an 
telligent and final judgment, Probably every 
oue 1s agreed that the taxes must be increased. 
The only difficulty is that men hesitate to 
entrust an augmented revenue to a Mistry 
under whose management the expenditures of 
the State seem to increase by leaps and bounds. 
The public must be helped to an unerting 
appreciation of these points, 



































It is rumoured that the general election of 
members of the Representative Honge will take 
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NEW PRO-GOVERNMENT PARIF. 
spas 

At a meeting of the various leading 
political parties on the 12th instant, it 
was decided that the following manifesto 
should be issued for the purposes of the 
proposed union :—Ten years have elapsed 
since the establishment of the Diet, and 
five dissolutions have taken place in that 
period. Yet the legitimate advantages of 
the constitutional system have not been 
realized. The fact may probably be attri- 
buted to the hostile attitude being main- 
tained towards each other by the various 
political parties opposed to the clan go- 
vernment. Now is the time to discard 
all the inimical elements and sentiments hi- 
therto dividing them and to dissolve their 
separate cliques by way of preliminary to 
forming one vast union, so that their efforts 
may be conjointly devoted to the over- 
throw of clannism and the establishment 
of a responsible Cabinet. The principles 
agreed to by the Union as the bases of 
future operations are as follow :—(1) The 
Imperial Court shall be revered and the 
Constitution protected. (2) A respon- 
sible Cabinet shall be formed, and the 
responsibilities of Ministers accurately de- 
fined. (3) The foreign policy shall be 
based on the preservation of peace and, 
the promotion of commerce, with the strict 
maintenance of the balance of power. 
(4) Domestic administration shall be 
reformed so-as to eradicate the cyils 
of needless multiplicity of correspon. 
dence and forms of procedure. (5) Pro- 
per equilibrium shall be established 
between the income and expenditure of 
the State so as to place the finances on a 
sound footing. (6) Means of communica- 
tion shall be developed. (7) Education 
shall be encouraged for the promotion of 
scientific accomplishments. (8) Arma- 
ments shall be maintained in proportion 
to the national strength. (9) The abuses 
connected with the centralization of autho- 
rity shall be eradicated so as to secure 
the development of local self-Government. 
(10) Sources of capital shall be opened 
tvith a view to promoting productive 
enterprises, 














From vernacular papers we gather the 
following :—The Progressists and Liberals, 
as well as other influential associations, 
having held conferences with a view to 
effecting a radical reform in the field of 
politics, two resolutions have been adopt- 
ed, namely; That the existing parties 
shall be dissolved on the 2ist instant 
with the consent of general meetings, and 
that the ceremony for the formation of 
a new party shall be performed on the 
agrd. These resolutions were immediate- 
ly reported to the former members of the 
Diet, who strongly approved them. A 
committee of ten was then appointed from 
cach of the two parties—Liberals and 
Progressists—to make the necessary ar- 
rangements for the proposed union. The 
Liberals were represented by Messrs. 
Sugita, Nishiyama, Kataoka, Kurihara, 
and Tanikawa; the Progressists by Messrs. 
Kusumoto, Daito, Ozaki, Hatoyaima, 
Shimada, Shiba, Nakamura, Takenouchi, 
Kikuchi, and Taketomi. ‘The five remain- 
g members of the committee for the 
Liberals were selected on the 15th instant, 
but their names are not yet. published. 
Messrs. Suzuki Jimbei, Komuchi, Oishi, 
Haseba, Kono, and Hiraoka are among 
the nominees. The Zaigwai Doshi Kwat 
(strong-foreign-policy clique) as well as 
the Satsuma coterie have now openly an- 
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nounced their desire for amalgamation. 
The general concensus of the various 
political parties having been thus secured, 
it was decided (hat a grand social gather- 
should be held on the £6th instant at the 
Nakamuraro Restaurant, Ryogoku, Tokyo, 
by way of preliminary to celebrating the 
proposed Union, 


Several of our Tokyo contemporaries 
speak confidently of the probable forma- 
tion of a new political party consisting of 
the Progressists and a large section of the 
Liberals, together with the Doshi Club. 
This last is a small coterie, including, 
however, some politicians of considerable 
notoriety, as Mr. Kono Hironaka and 
Mr. Arai Shogo. It is alleged that, de- 
spite the traditional enmity existing be- 
tween the Progressists and the Liberals, 
there has been an interchange of views 
for some time back among several of 
their members, and the collision with the 
Government on the question of the Land 
Tax having brought the two parties once 
more into the same camp, they are now 
inclined to bury the hatchet finally, and 
unite to organise a party of overwhelming 
strength. Count Itagaki having been 
consulted on the subject, is said to have 
expressed the opinion that he is some- 
what weary of attempting to hold the 
Liberals together, and that if anything 
like effective cohesion could be secured 
by amalgamation with the Progressists, he 
sees no better plan. He would employ 
the pruning knife ruthlessly to lop off all 
objectors, and thus secure the new party 
against the corrosive influence of in- 
sincere elements. How much of this 
impulse towards amalgamation is the out- 
come of a mere ebullition of transitory 
excitement, itis impossible for us to ex- 
press any intelligent opinion. We notice, 
however, that the old Kaishin-to have not 
as yet given any conspicuous indication 
of promoting the amalgamation scheme, 
and since experience has amply esta- 
blished the Kaishin-to’s title to be regard- 
ed as the only stable and really resolute 
political association in Japan, we shall 
not be disposed to place implicit con- 
fidence in the new movement until we see 
that it has the active support and counte- 
nance of Count Okuma and his followers. 
Present indications, however, point to 
the dissolution of the Liberal and Pro- 
gressist organizations and the recasting 
of their elements into a solid amalgam, 
permeated by only one purpose, party 
cabinets, The Progressists numbered a 
hundred in the last House of Representa- 
tives. If they can secure fifty additional 
adherents from the ranles of the Liberals 
and minor coteries, they would command 
the plurality in the House, and for the 
first time in Japanese parliamentary his- 
tory, a political party wielding an invinci- 
ble majority would be called into existence. 
Nothing is more desirable. The country 
wants rest from the perpetual wranglings 
of parties capable only of destructive 
opposition, We imagine that the best 
statesmen ofthe time would be willing 
to cOoperate with an association such as 
the union of the Liberals and Progressists 
would represent. The only doubtful 
feature of the scheme is its proximate 
motive. Can the Progressists and any 
considerable section of the Liberals 
honestly pledge themselvgs to the principle 
that an increase of the Land Tax is neither 
necessary nor desirable? If their amal- 
gamation is to be on that basis, we venture 
lo predict that financial embarrassments 














will soon force them to take a “sharp 
turn.” 


The new political party concerning 
whose organization we have heard so 
much during the past few days seems to 
be now really in process of organization. 
A meeting of ils promoters was held in 
the Imperial Hotel on the forenoon of the 
15th instant, there being present Messrs. 
Shibusawa Eiichi, Masuda Ko, Okura 
Kihachiro, various representatives of the 
Tokyo Chamber of Commerce, the Econo- 
mical Society, the National Unionists, 
the Yamashita Club, the Liberal Party 
and soon, The proceedings are said to 
have been enthusiastic, and it was ar- 
ranged that another meeting should be 
held on tle 8th instant in the same place. 
The promoters anticipate an attendance 
of about 300 men of note on this second 
occasion. Marquis Ilo will address the 
meeting, and all the Cabinet Ministers 
will attend, except Marquis Saigo and 
Viscount Katsura, who, as Ministers of 
the Navy and of War respectively, can 
not with propriety take part in politics. 





The Chuo Shimbun, as the organ of the 
National Uniomsts, ought to be well in 
formed about the subject now attracting 
so much attention in political circles. It 
says that the idea of openly organizing a 
pro-Government Parly has been enter- 
tained by Marquis Ito since 1892. When 
Count Matsukata dissolved the House of 
Representatives for the first time, the 
Marquis, who then held the office of Pre- 
sident of the Privy Council, submitted his 
views in that sense lo the Afegfi statesmen, 
but found Count Kuroda and Marquis 
Yamagata opposed to him, and only 
Marquis Saigo and Viscount Shinagawa 
endorsed his project. He would have 
resigned, and probably carried his plan 
into effect, had not the Emperor desired 
him to remain at the head of the Privy 
Council. Thus the result was that Mar- 
quis Saigo and Viscount Shinagawa alone 
entered the political field, and the Nation- 
al Unionists were organized under circum- 
stances not at all conducive to the birth of 
a strong party. When Marquis Ito re- 
sumed office as Premier, he formed the 
celebrated coalition with the Liberals, 
partial pursuance of his old conviction, 
and now he sees that the time has come 
to take the final step, and appear before 
the public as a party leader. We can not 
tell how far the Céuo’s account may be 
trustworthy, but it is certainly interesting. 























RUMOURS OF CABINET CHANGES. 
Re eee 

The Chugai Skogyo Shimpo publishes a 
tumour to the effect that Baron Nishi, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, and 
Professor Toyama, Minister of State for 
Education, are likely to leave the Cabinet, 
the former on account of illness, the latter 
at his own request. Count Inouye then 
pass from the Department of Finance to 
that of Foreign Affairs, and Viscount 
Yoshikawa would receive the portfolio of 
Education instead of the portfolio of Home 
Affairs. The two new Ministers would be 
Marquis Yamagata and Count Matsukata, 
the former taking the’ control of Home 
Affairs, and the latter the control of 
Finance. Our contemporary is careful to 
explain that this is a mere report, but says 
thatit publishes it because some reconstruc- 
tion of the Cabinet appears inevitable. 
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1HE CODES & TREATY REVISION. 
Pot ge 
A small coterie of members in the 


Upper House endeavoured, yesterday, to 
block the passage of the Bill embodying 
the remaining portions of the Revised 
Civil Code. Their plan of campaign was 
subtle. The Special Committée, to which 
the duty had been entrusted of examin- 
ing and reporting upon the Bill by the 
morning of the 1oth instant, decided by a 
majority of one that it should be handed 
toacontinuing committee. Then, instead 
of offering a report, as is usual, on the 
merits of the Bill, they simply 
announced their resolution as to 
a continuing committee, so that the House 
had to choose between re-entrusting the 
Bill for the Committee’s consideration and 
debating it without the usual report. Mar- 
quis Ito’s speech probably settled the 
matter, for an overwhelming majority 
voted in favour of discussing the Bill at 
once, and the Second and Third Reading 
were passed almost unanimously. The 
whole Civil Code will now become law 
within a few da But some parts of the 
Commercial Code had not emerged from 
the hands of the Lower House at the time 
of its olution, and these the Govern- 
ment will doubtless put into operation on 
its own responsibility. 











The Civil Code, as revised by a Com- 
mittee of experts after several years of 
labour, has now been passed by the two 
Houses of the Diet and will doubtless be- 
come law by the Ist of July. But the re- 
maining portions of the Commercial Code 
have not been equally fortunate. They 
were approved by the House of Peers and 
sent down to the Representatives, but the 
latter did not display any special expedi- 
tion in dealing with them. ‘The special 
committee, to which they were handed in 
the ordinary course of procedure, had not 
presented its report when the House was 
dissolved, and the Bill must therefore re- 
main undiscussed until next session. The 
question then arises: © What course will 
the Government adopt? It is necessary 
that the whole of the Civil and Commercial 
Codes must have been in force for a full 
year before the Revised Treaties go into 
operation. In other words, both Codes 
must be enforced from the 1st of next 
month, Will the Government, acting on its 
own responsibility, enact these revised por- 
tions of the Commercial Codes which failed 
to come up for discussion in the House of 
Representatives? Has it competence to 
do so? The latter question is difficult to 
answer confidently. The Constitution 
declares that the Emperor has power to 
issue Imperial Ordinances in place of law 
when, the Diet not being in session, an 
urgent necessily arises to maintain the 
public safety or to avert a public calamity. 
It certainly would be a public calamity to 
the Japanese nation that the Revised 
Treaties should fail to go into operation, 
but whether that kind of calamity falls 
within the purview of the eighth Article of 
the Constitution, we are not prepared to 
say. It appears probable that the Go- 
vernment will avoid any difficult problem 
of the kind by following the simple course 
of enacting these portions of the Com- 
mercial Code in their unrevised form. We 
presume that our readers ave not for- 
gotten the story of the Code. Originally 
based on the German system, with many 
modifications from the laws of other coun- 
tries, especially France and England, it 
was remodelled and considerably altered 











Digitized 





Gos gle UNI 


by a Japanese Committee, and duly pro- 
mulgated to have binding force from 
January Ist, 1891. But before that date 
the Diet met for the first timc, and in 
deference to the vehemently expressed 
opinions of both Houses, the opera- 
tion of the Code was deferred until 
July ist, 1898, in order that it might 
undergo farther revision, a proviso being 
added that if any portion were revised and 
the revision approved by the Diet at an 
earlier date, such portions might be en- 
forced at once, Thus it is seen that what 
the Legislature did was, not to suspend 
the operation of the Code indefinitely, 
but merely to fix a maximum period of 
postponement. That period expires on 
the goth of the present month, and con- 
sequently the remaining portions of the 
Code must go into force from July rst in 
their original form, unless the Govern- 
ment takes the responsibility of promul- 
gating them in their revised form. We 
say the remaining portions, because the 
portions dealing with Partnerships and 
Companies, with the law of Bills of Ex- 
change and with the law of Bankruptcy, 
were duly revised by the Committee, and, 
having been approved by the Diet, were 
put into force from July rst, 1893. So far, 
then, as the conditions relating to Treaty 
Revision are concerned, they will be satis- 
fied: both the Civil Code’ and the Com- 
mercial Code will have been a full year in 
force before the date fixed for the opera- 
tion of the Treaties. Still it must be 
confessed that the situation is not with- 
out inconvenience. We shall probably 
have a Code enforced in its original 
form while a revised and greatly im- 
proved version is waiting to receive 
the Legislature’s consent. The epithet 
“greatly improved” seems to have 
entire justification, for competent jurists 
allege that the changes effected by the revi- 
sing committee are excellent, and that the 
Code, as submitted to the Diet last month, 
is probably the best body of commercial 
laws in existence. Assuming then that 
the Diet, when it re-assembles in Novem- 
ber, endorses the revised portions, wili 
they be put into operation at once? In 
other words, will a body of laws enforced 
from July tst, 1898, he replaced by an- 
other body cf laws on the rst of February 
or March in 1899? That would be a 
somewhat light-hearted kind of procedure 
where matters of such importance are in 
question. On the other hand, it will be 
very much in the interest of the people 
who have to observe the law as well as of 
the officials administering them, that the 
revised portions should be promulgated as 
quickly as possible, for the revisions are 
understood to have been made in couform- 
ity with those of the Civil Code, and 
it is thus possible that some provisions 
of the unrevised Commercial Code may 

















be found to conflict with the revised 
Civil Code. From that point of view 
it would be far better that the Go- 


vernment should take the responsibility 
of enacting the revised portions, even 
though they have not received the con- 
sent of the Lower House; and, in any 
case, it will be desirable that the revised 
Code should be substituted for the un- 
revised as soon as possible, however ob- 
jectionable such rapid legislative changes 
may be in the abstract. Our own belief 
is that the Government will not raise the 
Constitutional issue, and that the remain- 
ing portions of the Commercial Code will 
be put into force from July rst in un- 
revised form. 











MARQUIS 170. 


eee ee 
The Chuo Shimbun is the organ of the 
National the only political 
party that supported the present Cabinet 
unflinchingly throughout the recent crisis. 
We presume, therefore, that what it has 
now to tell about Marquis Ito may be 
trusted. Very interesting intelligence it 
is: neither more nor less than that the 
Marquis has decided to enter the political 
arena and organise a party to support 
his policy in the Diet. The announce- 
ment of his purpose is said to have creat- 
ed the greatest excitement and satisfac- 
tion. Ever since it became known, hund- 
reds of politicians have besieged his gate, 
to offer allegiance and assistance, and 
men of business and property feel as 
though rain had suddenly fallen in a 
season of drought. As for the Marquis, 
nothing could be simpler or franker than 
the position taken by him, as set forth in 
the columns of the Chuo. Speaking to a 
member of that journal’s staff, he explain- 
ed that Japan is on the eve of the greatest 
experiment ever made by an Oriental 
State, the experiment of recovering her 
judicial autonomy and taking her place 
among Western nations as their equal. 
If she makes a mistake at this junc: 
ture, the world will conclude that her 
civilization is only skin-deep and that she 
is not fit for tlie part she aspires to play. 
The Opposition in the Lower House, led 
away by the spirit of conflict and the force 
of party prejudice, refused to vote an in- 
crease of the taxes, amounting to only 
35 million yen. Not merely have they 
checked the progress of the country, but 
they have also acted in such manner as 
to convey to foreign Powers the notion 
that a paltry sum like 35 million yen over- 
taxes Japan’s resources. Nothing could 
be more injurious than the prevalence of 
such an impression, except, indeed, the 
obstacle that the Opposition’s conduct has 
placed in the way of the country’s ad- 
vance at this important juncture. It is 
essential that some remedy should be 
found at once and applied quickly. “1 
am not obstinately wedded to any course,” 
the Marquis continued. ‘I do not shrink 
from changing my opinion or my plans. 
[ have not the least hesitation about sacri- 
ficing the views hitherto held by me on the 
altar of the pressing needs of the time.” 


Unionists, 

















YOKOHAMA AND TORVO. 
eae 

Yokohama and Tokyo seem to be ap- 
proaching each other. We observe that 
Messrs. R. D. Robison, Ryle Holme, H. M. 
Bevis, J. Stiven, and James Dodds, enter- 
tained a party of some twenty-five guests 
at the Oriental Hotel on the 1oth instant, 
and that among the guests were Their 
Excellencies Marquis Ito and Count Ino- 
uye, Mr. Komura (Vice-Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs), Mr. Asada (Governor of 
Kanagawa Prefecture), the two Barons 
Mitsui, the Barons Iwasaki, Mr. Shibu- 
sawa Eiichi, Mr. Minakami (Commissioner 
of Customs), Mr. Kondo (President of the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha), Mr. Okura Kiha- 
chiro, Mr. Nakamigawa (President of the 
Mitsui Bank), Mr. Soma (President of the 
Specie Bank), Mr. Masuda Ko, Mr. Uriu, 
and Mr. Takashima. The foreign guests 
were Sir Ernest Satow, Judge Wilkinson, 
Mr. J. H. Gubbins, Mr. R. G. E. Forster, 
Mr. W. F. Mitchell, Mr, J. P. Mollison, Mr. 
W.W. Till, and Mr. F. S. james. 
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THE CURRENCY. 
pale 

We find a good many comments in the 
vernacular press with reference to the 
volume of the currency and the probable 
effect of bringing over the remainder of 
the Indemnity in specie. Many Japanese 
economists are still haunted by an appre- 
hension that the nation being already 
more than “saturated” with media of 
exchange, every addition to the volume 
must have the effect of still further raising 
the prices of commodities and accentuating 
the unfavourable balance of trade. The 
Bank of Japan, as our readers know, has 
issued convertible notes to the amount of 
about 25 million yen over and above the 
legal limit, and though, by raising the 
rate of interest, it was believed to have 
adopted a course which would lead to the 
gradual withdrawal of the excess, there 
are now symptoms of a further over-issue, 
and people talk of the total being carried 
to thirty millions, In view of that pro- 
spect, the Treasury is said to be consider- 
ing the advisability of augmenting the 
specie reserves of the Bank, so as to 
restore equilibrium between its note-issues 
and its hard-money security. But some 
journalists insist that such a course would 
be mischievous, as ultimately tending to 
swell the volume of the currency. They 
urge that the only sound plan is to in- 
crease the interest payable by the Bank 
to the Treasury on account of paper issues 
over and above the legal limit. So long 
as the Bank can obtain g per cent. by 
lending notes on which it pays only 5 per 
cent. to the Government, there is very 
little chance of its making any resolute 
effort to reduce the volume of its over- 
issues. On the other hand, there are 
critics who contend that it is absurd to 
speak of a plethora of currency in view 
of the actual facts. Twenty years ago, 
when the foreign trade bulked only eighty 
million yen, when only thirty miles of 
railway had been built, and when all 
enterprises were in their infancy, the 
volume of the fiat currency reached some 
200 million yen, ‘The volume of the con- 
vertible notes stands to-day at about the 
same amount, though hundreds of millions 
have been spent upon enterprises of all 
kinds ; though 3,000 miles of railway are 
open; though the foreign trade is getting 
into the neighbourhood of 400 millions; 
and though the work thrown upon the 
currency has been multiplied many times 
over. 








Very opportunely to this question the 
Fapan Times publishes some figures, just 
Obtained by it from the Bank of Japan, 
showing the volume of the paper currency 
during the past ten years. Unfortunately 
our contemporary prints the informa- 
tion in a somewhat abbreviated form, so 
that we are unable to distinguish exactly 
how the figures are to be distributed among 
the various years. So far as we can dis- 
cern, however, the table stands thus :— 


Votume ov Parer Currency in CincuLation 
FROM 1888 To 1898. 


«131 million yen, at the close of the year. 
di 





4 0. do, 
7 do. do. 
1891..0138 do. do. 
do. do, 
do. do. 
do. “do. 
do. do. 
do. do, 
do. do. 

do, at end of May. 





In 1897, the monthly returns show con- 
siderable fluctuations. rain | Feiu 








atthe end of January was 213 millions; 
then it fell to 189 millions in April; and 
then rose gradually to 213 millions at the 
end of the year. ‘This year, the fluctua- 
tions have been still sharper, for we find 
that in January 216 millions were in cir- 
culation and in May 177 millions only, a 
difference of 39 millions in five months. 


Looking at the above table, we find that 
the volume of paper currency in circula- 
tion at the end of May ‘was 177 million 
yen, and the volume in circulation at the 
close of 1888 was 131 millions, so that 
the increase in eleven years has been 46 
millions—or, roughly speaking, two shil- 
lings per head of the population. Can it 
be seriously claimed that such a paltry 
difference is responsible for a general 
appreciation of commodities averaging 
about 70 per cent.? It appears to us that 
such a contention is extravagant. Indeed, 
when we recall the immense changes that 
have occurred in the economical condi- 
tions of the country during the past decade, 
we are astonished at the comparatively 
small increase in the volume of the paper 
currency, It is true that the system of 
cheques and clearing houses has been 
largely developed, and that the functions 
performed by the currency have thus been 
materially lessened, But if cheques and 
clearing houses had not come to play so 
important a réle, we cannot doubt that the 
volume of the currency would now be 
found totally inadequate. Cheques and 
clearing houses do not enter into the 
realm of wages at all, and it will not be 
denied that the great industrial develop- 
ment of the past decade—and when we 
speak of industrial development we in- 
clude, of eourse, the construction and 
working of railways and the manning and 
supplying of the mercantile marine—has 
necessitated the use of a correspondingly 
larger volume of monetary tokens. Do 
the economists who attribute such a dis- 
turbing potency to currency expansion 
imagine that the Japan of 1898 does not 
require more money for the purpose of its 
daily affairs than the Japan of 1888 re- 
quired? Do they think that 35 per cent. 
is an excessive increase in view of the 
rapid progress, industrial and commercial, 
made by the country in that interval ? 
And do they seriously ask us to believe 
that an addition of 35 per cent. to the 
volume of the currency in ten years can 
have caused an appreciation of commo- 
dities to the extent of 70 per cent.? 














Another interesting table furnished by 
the Bank of Japan to the ¥apan Times is 
the following :— a 
RATIO OF THE VOLUME OF THR PAPRR CURRENCY 


TO THM SPECIR RESKRVK AT THK END OF BACH 
YEAR. 
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e, it stood at 44 million yen i 





rose to 85 millions in 1893 (the year before 
the war), and to 132 millions in 1896 
(owing, doubtless, to receipts from the 
Indemnity), Between January and August 
in 1897, it fell from 132 millions to 106 
millions ; after which it fell steadily, thus : 
—January (of current year) 98 millions; 
February, 83 millions ; March, 74 millions ; 
April, 64 millions ; May, 62 millions. It 
may be presumed that the reserve will 
now swell once more, owing to the import 
of the Indemnity. 


Concerning the issue of convertible 
notes by the Bank of Japan beyond the 
legal limit, it appears that the excess in 
1895 was no less than 55 million yen, 
owing to the exigencies of the war, and 
that the figures for each month since July, 
1897 were as follow :— 
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CYCLING REGULATIONS. 


a 
The Tokyo Metropolitan Police Board 
has issued a set of Regulations for the 


control of persons riding bicycles. The 
ions are :— 








1—That bicycles must be equipped with bell 
and lamp. 


2.—That lamps must be lighted alter sunset. 
at racing must not be cartied on in the 








4.—That the bell must be sung and the pace 
stackened when tuning comers or traversing 
crowded places. 


5 —That learning to ride must uot be carried 
on in the streets. 


6—That persons under 
must not ride in the streets, 
Violations of these Regulations are punish- 
able with minor confinement for from 1 
to 10 days, or a fine of from 5 sen to 
1.95 yen. 








twelve years of age 





The regulations are very good and 
doubtless very necessary. We have not 
noticed much tendency to furious riding 
on the part of Japanese cyclists in the 
streets of Tokyo; certainly not in crowd- 
ed places. Occasionally a foreigner—one 
of the class whose differentiation from 
the loafer is an enigma—flashes past 
obtrusively and vehemently. But the 
Japanese do not appear inclined to race 
or take any other break-neck liberties. 
However, they would probably have risen 
to their opportunities had not the police 
taken precautions. The interesting ques- 
tion now is, how are the new regulations 
to be enforced in the case of the foreigner. 
If he violates them and if the police ven- 
ture to arrest him, they will not get much 
encouragementsfrom the average Consul, 
we imagine. In fact, the average Consul 
has no competence to enforce Japanese 
cycling regulations, or any other cycling 
regulations for the matter of that. It is 
not likely that many foreigners will show 
a disposition to act in defiance of the 
regulations. But the regulations are not 
intended for the control of men that have 
no disposition to violate them, and if the 
police strike one of the other class, their 
only remedy, so far as we can see, will be 
to close the road to him. That might 
prove a troublesome and possibly turbu- 
lent kind of procedure in some cases, but 
iVappears' te 'be the only effective course. 
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7HE DELAF IN DISSOLVING THE 

HOUSE OF R&PRESENTATIVES. 

epee Sra 

A good deal of comment has been pro- 
voked in connexion with the fact that the 
Government allowed the Lower House to 
continue its session on the roth instant 
for about an hour after the rejection of 
the Land ‘Tax Bill, One vernacular 
journal asks how the Government can 
possibly claim to be acquitted of gross 
inconsistency as well as contempt of the 
Constitution when it permitted legislation 
to be carried on by a House which it had 
already made up its mind to dismiss as 
unfitto legislate. That is decidedly quaint ; 
a most interesting specimen of hyper- 
criticism, and a good illustration of the 
extraordinary notions that prevail in some 
quarters with regard to the significance of 
dissolution. The Government dissolved the 
House of Representatives simply for the 
purpose of appealing to the country on the 
subject of the Land Tax. The dissolution 
might have been deferred for a week without 
any impropriety or inconsistency. In fact, 
many people regret that it was not defer- 
red until, at any rate, the House had passed 
the remaining portions of the Commer- 
cial Code. Presumably our readers know 
the reason of the brief delay that took 
place before the issue of the sentence of 
dissolution. The Government desired to 
have the Supplementary Budget and cer- 
tain other Bills passed by the House of 
Peers before the session was brought to 
an abrupt close. Accordingly, the Pre- 
sident of the House of Peers sent out a 
a circular inviting the members’ presence 
—they had risen for the day at a little 
after 2 p.m. They came together again 
at 4 o'clock, discharged the duties required 
of them, and rose at 4.30, after which the 
Imperial Rescript ordering dissolution was 
issued. It had been deferred simply as a 
matter of legislative convenience. 








7HE CHARGE AGAINS? “THE 

TIME. 
Sa 
s all remember, doubtless, 
nes became the object of 
some unpleasant charges during the re- 
cent crisis in the Far East. It was freely 
alleged that at the critical moment when 
the British Government was treating with 
the Tsung-li Yamén for the grant of a 
loan to China and the opening of Talien 
to trade, The Times, by publishing the 
fact of the negotiations being in progress, 
attracted Russia’s attention, and led the 
St. Petersburg Government to bring such 
pressure upon China that the latter abau- 
doned the project. The charge has now 
been conclusively disproved. The Times’ 
telegram was published on January 17th, 
Now from the official correspondence re- 
cently laid before Parliament, we learn 
that Sir Claude Macdonald, telegraphing 
to Lord Salisbury on January 16th, said : 
“Yesterday (January 15th) I saw Yamen 
and had a prolonged discussion with them 
respecting concessions in return for loan, 
ar) A protracted discussion took place 
upon the opening of Talienwan as a 
treaty port. They said that Russian 
Chargé d’Affaires had protested, under 
instructions from his Government, against 
its opening in the strongest manner, and 
had warned them that they would incur 
hostility of Russia by doing so.” It is 
thus seen that Russia's protest was made 
at least two days before the publication of 


The Times’ telegram. Yet CO to 
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predict that this accusation will go down 
lo posterity in the pages of history as an 
incontrovertible fact. 











A correspondent asks about dummy 
editors in Japan. Such individuals cer- 
tainly existed when the old Press Law was 
in force. The Government bad competence 
in the early days of Japanese journalism 
not only to suspend and suppress anews- 
paper without recourse to a court of law, 
but also to imprison the editor, publisher, 
and printer, Several years have elapsed, 
however, since the Administration was 
deprived of power to inflict’ criminal 
punishments independently of the judici- 
ary, and with the disappearance of that 
power, the dummy editor, printer, and 
publisher ceased to have any raison d'etre, 
Further, according to the amended Press 
Law passed by the Diet in its 1896-7 ses- 
sion, and immediately put into operation, 
the suspension or suppression of a journal 
can not now be effected except by pro- 
cess of law. With regard to a second 
statement quoted by our correspondent 
from a foreign magazine, namely, that 
when a paper was suppressed it immedi- 
ately appeared under another name, there 
certainly was once a case about which 
such a story might be related with some 
approximation to truth. The proprietors 
of the Mippon—if we remember correctly 
—published simultaneously another paper 
called the Nippon-jin. So long as the 
Nippon did not fall under the displeasure 
of the official censors, the Nippon-jin re- 
mained a very perfunctory kind of publica- 
tion ; but whenever the Méppon was sus- 
pended, its staff devoted their labours to 
the Mippon-fin, sending it also to the 
Mippon's subscribers. We can not vouch 
for the accuracy of this tale, but it 





was currently believed at the time of 
which we speak, For the rest, it 
could never have been possible for an 


editor to “give his paper a new name 
and go on publishing it” after its sus 
pension under the old title. A. feat of 
that kind was out of the question, for the 
preliminaries that had to be arranged be- 
fore bringing out a paper were both tedious 
and expensive, Official permission had 
to be obtained and a considerable sum 
lodged as security. Long before steps to 
publish a xemplacant could have been com- 
pleted, the ban of suspension would cer- 
tainly -have been removed from the original 
journal. Finally, it is necessary to correct 
the idea that Japanese journals were ever 
“censured and suppressed for offending 
the Emperor.” We are familiar with the 
career of Japanese journalism from the day 
of ils birth until the present moment, and 
we can not recall a solitary case of any 
newspaper utterance disrespectful or 
offensive to the Emperor or to any member 
of the Imperial family or Prince or Prin- 
cess of the Blood. The Law, as is natural, 
provides against such a contingency, 
but there has not been an occasion for 
enforcing that particular provision, The 
chief offences—one might almost say the 
only offences—thal got newspapers into 
trouble during the era preceding the 
amendment of the Law were chian bogat 
(injuring the public peace), and Awanri 
Sujyoku (bringing officials into contempt), 
the latter being comparatively rare. 
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SOBER 


The vehement and excitable folk gene- 
rally have the field to themselves at the 
outset. They are quick to raise their 
voices, and they reap the full advantage of 
getting in the first word. But sober and 
moderate persons come in afterwards and 
generally win the final verdict. That is 
what is happening now with regard to the 
recent Anglo-Russian complication, It 
is not to be denied for a moment that 
Russia has scored heavily. -Neither is it 
to be denied that she has made Port 
Arthur a naval station after promising to 
make it an open port, and that her me- 
thod of opening Talien will be very 
different from the method which China 
would have been obliged to adopt had she 
opened it. We doubt, indeed, whether 
many British subjects will care to make 
Talien the scene of their enterprise under 
existing circumstances, and, so far as ex- 
perience goes, it may be asserted that 
Eastern settlements from which British 
subjects stand aloof are slow to attain 
prosperity. Granting that Russia has 
gained much, however, we are compelled 
to grant also that England could not have 
resisted her gains with the smallest pre- 
tence of right or justice. Great Britain 
has no mission to place obstacles in the 
path of another Power’s commercial deve- 
lopment, unless, indeed, Heaven has con- 
ferred on her a title to hold the whole 
world herself in fee simple. She went as 
faras she could reasonably go—without 
actually drawing the sword—to avert the 
perils threatening China’s integrity, and 
unless itbe held that everything gained 
by every other State is necessarily a loss 
and an injury to England, we do not sce 
how she could have insisted on opposing 
Russia’s desire to find an outlet for her 
Siberian commerce. Here, at all events, 
are extracts from letters recently address- 
ed to The Times by Conservative mem- 
bers of Parliament, which show that Eng- 
lishmen are reviewing recent events with 
considerable calmness :— 


T believe that the action of Lord Salisbury has 
been taken with a latge view of all the posit 
on a compatison of the questions at stale with the 
great issue of peace or war, and that, while there 
has been a determination not lightly to take of 
fence, there has been a vigilant observation of 
points of vital importance, so that, if in smaller 


COUNSELS. 
peti ake 














matters we have seemed to yield, distinct ad- 
vantages have been secured, and the words 
of Lord Salisbury yesterday remain as much 











as ever the motto and the governing principle 
of the Ministry doubtedly we shall wot 
allow Eugland to be ata disadvantage in any 


rearrangement that may take place”... 
Tyrant that many Tory membe:s of Patliament 
would have welcomed a more Elizabethan Engl 
ting in the answers of the Foreign Office wh 
Russia made question of the presence of our Fleet 
in neuteal waters. But few, I think, will deny, 
upon faie consideration, that inthe Bar East: we 
have secured valuable results, with na loss to 
British interests—open waterways in China, new 
trading ports, a recognition of our superior rights 
along the Yang-tsze-kiang, a naval sentry box at 
Wet-hai-wei, whence we can challenge all seafarers 
to the Gulf of Pe-chi-li, a vecognition of mutual 
interest by Germany, and, above all (to him who 
can “anticipate events before they occur 
sympathetic understanding with Japan. . 
y 

























Jemocratic our constitu 
titude, the historic vice of oth 
tarely, dishonomed our com and 
neither the Tory party or the nation ave likely to 
forget that duing Lord Salisbuny’s couteo! of 
foreign affains Burma and vast tracts of South Al- 
tica have been added to our Empire, the Sudan has 
been reclaimed to civilization, a kindlier feeling 

beew kindled hetween the (wo great branches 
of the Anglo-Saxon race, and we have been steer 




















ed through a position of splendid, but not too 
comfortable, isolation into one of comparative 
security, while yet peace has been maintained be- 
tweeii suseives alld!the Great Powers of Europe. 
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VERACITY. 
ea se 

Here is a report of the proceedings of 
the House of Representatives on the 
Toth instant, as published by the Fapan 
Herald :— 

The order of the day being sesuined, Mr. Sassa, 
of the Kokumin Kyokai, spoke on behalf of the 
Bill, to which Mv. Nakamura, vepresenting the 
Progressionists, expressed objection. Hot discu: 
sion ensued, which was conducted with such 
violence that the utterances of individual members 
were hardly audible by the audience. After a pro- 
longed interval of unusual confusion, marked hy 
yells, and shrieks from excited members, and iw 
me cases by actual personal assault, the Bill for 
increasing the tax on land, was finally rejected by 
the great majority of 266 against 26 votes, amid 
loud applause, 

This is pure invention. As an account 
of the demeanour of the House it is ab- 
solutely false in every detail. At the 
commencement of the session on the roth 
instant, a disturbance did occur in con- 
nexion with a point of procedure. It was 
a disgraceful disturbance, but it did not 
last five minutes, and the conduct of the 
House throughout the remainder of the 
sitting was of the quietest and least ex- 
cited character. The story quoted above 

















says that, “after the Order of the Day 
had been resumed, two members spoke 
about the Land Tax Bill. That is correct, 
though the name of one of the speakers is 
wrongly given. The rest is all imagina- 
tion, After resuming the Order, no “hot 
discussion ensued ;” there was no ‘ viol- 
ence such that the utterances of individual 
members were hardly audible by the audi- 
ence ;” there was no “ prolonged interval 
of unusual confusion;” there were no 
“yells and shrieks from excited mem- 
bers; " there were no “ actual personal 
assaults.” On the contrary, the proceed- 
ings were calm almost to the point of 
listlessness, and to us, looking from the 
gallery, it seemed as though the members 
took only the scantiest interest in the 
brief debate and its striking conclusion. 
We refer to the subject solely for the 
purpose of correcting an erroneous im- 
pression, Our contemporary’s reporter 
evidently was not present in the House, 
and, having received a very exaggerated 
account of the episode that occurred at 
the commencement of the sitting, made it 
apply to the whole debate, adding a great 
deal of imaginary embroidery. The Fapan 
Herald itself, in its editorial columns, 
describes the affair thus :— 


Pandemonium reached its maximum limit over 
a discussion as ta the method of voting on a cer 
Gain “agency” motion, and the scenes in this 






















displays of actual physical viol 
dividual members. ‘The respect which, one 
pose, would be attached to and pros 
tect the President from insult, proved non-exisient, 
d to pull hiny from his seat, 
e with epithets of the 
ut these disturbances 
ad the behavicut 
1) Was More Suggestive 
of soshi, under the influence of sazé, than of 
civilised legislators moulding the destinies of a 
nation, 














most opprobrions nat 
were not isolated pheno 
of the members through 








There were no attempts to pull the Pre- 
sident from his seat, nor was he assailed 
with opprobrious epithets. As to the as- 
sertion that ‘ these disturbances were not 
isolated phenomena, for the behaviour of 
the members throughout was more sug- 
gestive of sosh?, under the influence of 
saké, than of civilized legislators moulding 
the destinies of a nation,” it is amusingly 
falsé. The disturbance was essentially an 
“jsolated phenomenon.” It happened at 


the beginning of the se isa cyte gle 








in less than five minutes, and was followed 
by the most perfect order and quiet to the 
end of the sitting. 


Fapan Herald, June 10. Fapan Herald, June 14. 


Even the Mail itself 
admits that what took 
place was ‘a disgiace- 
ful distur bance, that di 
not last five minutes.” 
But if this statement 
were true, which it is 
not, ald that we stated 
could have occurred in 
that period. 


After a prolonged in. 
terval of unusual confu- 
sion, marked by yells, 
and shrieks from excited 
members, and in some 
cases by actual personal 
assault, the Bill for in- 
the tax on land, 
was fivally rejected by 
the great majority of 
266 against 26 votes, 
amid loud applause.#** 
But these disturbances 
were not isolated pheno- 
mena, aud the behaviour 
of the members through- 
out, was more sugges- 
tive of soshi, under the 
influence of saké, than 
ised legislators 
z the destinies 
fa nation, 


It will be seen that, according to our con- 
temporary’s defence, a period of less than 
five minutes may be properly described 
as “a prolonged interval of unusual con- 
fusion ;” a solitary episode as “ distur. 
bances that were not isolated phenomena,” 
and the proceedings of a moment as “the 
behaviour of the members throughout.” 
































THE TARIFF. 
+ 
A kind of fatality seems to attend the 
new Tariff. The facts about its operation 
have been explained again with the utmost 
explicitness, yet one journal after another 
continues to make confusing reference to 
it. We repeat again that the Tariff can 
not be put into operation earlier than 
September 19th, and then only in the 
event of the ratifications of the Austro- 
Hungarian Revised Treaty having been 
exchanged before August rgth. Should 
the latter event be delayed until after 
August rgth, the enforcement of the new 
Tariff will have to be postponed so as not 
to take place until at least a month after 
the exchange of ratifications. Under no 
circumstances is there any likelihood, we 
imagine, of the Tariffs being put into 
force from Sept. roth. The rst of October 
would be chosen in preference. 








KOWLOON. 





ge 

The Chuo Shimbun credits Mr. Chater 
with having originated the idea that Great 
Britain ought to obtain possession of the 
Kowloon Peninsula. Our contemporary 
quotes, or rather gives the gist of, a letter 


in-|said to have been addressed to Sir Wil- 


liam Robinson, the Governor of Hong- 
kong, in 1894, in which the tenure of 
Kowloon is declared to be absolutely 
essential to the safety of the Colony of 
Hongkong. The Chuo appears to approve 
of the acquisition, and notes that by 
obtaining Deep Bay and Mirs Bay Great 
Britain shuts all other Powers out of the 
harbours best.suited for naval bases in 
that part of China. With reference to 
this, it will be interesting to observe what 
steps England will take about the use of 
Mirs Bay by the United States Squadron. 
Mirs Bay is now actually employed by 
Admiral Dewey as a naval basis. The 


public does not know how the thing was 
managed—whether the Admiral simply 
went there and made what dispositions he 
pleased, or whether the acquiescence of 
Tt 


China had been previously secured. 








regard the question as particularly im- 
portant. China is not in a position to 
resent violations of her neutrality, nor is 
Spain likely to call her to account, But 
when Mirs Bay becomes a part of the 
Crown Colony of Hongkong, things will 
be different. It is a pity that England's 
acquisition of the place could not have 
been deferred until America had no 
further use for it. 











CUTTING CABLES. 
—+—_——_. 

There is a conflict of evidence on the sub- 
ject of the cutting of the Manila cable, and 
those that know do not appear to have 
thought it necessary to take the public 
into their confidence. As bearing upon 
this question, the following extract from 
a leading article in Zhe Times is interest- 
ing:— 

Modern civilization is constantly providing new 
problems to be solved by some extension of ancient 
tules, One of these arising just now is the position 
of lines of ocean telegraph in case of war. It is said 
that the American Government contemplates cutting 
the telegraph to Cuba in order to prevent communi- 
tion with Spain, and also that the cable in question 
the property of an English company. Isa telegraph 
cable contraband of war? To maintain such a pro- 
position is surely to give a violent and unnatural ex- 
tension to the phrase, and to open the door by 
analogy to many things condemned by the spirit if 
not by the words of the Declaration of Paris. If the 
property of neutrals is to be respected even under the 
enemy’s flag, how much more ought it not to be r 
spected under a neutral flag? That is really the posi 
tion of a cable owned by neutrals and crossing the high 
seas. It is therefore to be hoped that the American 
Government does not intend to set so evil a precedent, 
which, by the way, might be held by Spain to justify 
the cutting of any cuble one end of which is on Ameri. 

Diplomacy is now happily relieved of the 
to concern itself with the more familiar 
questions arising from war between nations which 
have not signed the Declaration of Paris, but it might 
perhaps with advantage consider the new questions 
suggested by various forms of peaceful enterprise 
which may incidentally become involved in belligerent 
action. 



































NEWLY.APPOIN1ED U.S. MINISTER 
70 CHINA 
a ee 

The O. & O. steamship Doric has on board 
the Honourable E. H. Conger, the newly ap- 
pointed United States Minister to Peking. Mr. 
Conger is a resident of Des Moines, Iowa, and 
under the Harrison administration represented 
the United States of America as Minister to 
Brazil, To this same position Mr. Conger was 
re-appointed by President McKinley, but was re- 
cently transferred from Rio de Janeiroto succeed 
Col. Denby at Peking. Mr. Conger has earned 
the reputation of being a strong man, and as 
occasion arises is known to act with energy and 
good sense. It requires such a person to take 
the place occupied so ably and so long by Col. 
Charles Denby, whose term as U.S. Minister at 
Peking began under Presidemt Cleveland ii 
1885. Mr. Conger is accompanied by his wife, 
daughter, and by Miss Pierce, his niece. 

Mr. William E. Bainbridge, the newly ap- 
point d Second Secretary of the U.S, Legation 
at Peking, is also on board Doric en route to 
Peking. 

















THE GENERAL ElECTIONS, 
hae 
The members of the House of Representa- 
lives were elected on March r5th and sent back 
to their constituencies on June soth. Their 
Parliamentary career did not extend over three 
months. The Constitution provides that general 
elections must now be held and the new House 
convoked within five months, namely, by Nov. 
gth at latest, Usually the ordinary session 
commences about December 2oth, the Govern- 
ment finding difficulty in preparing the Budget 
atan earlier date, Thus the next meeting of 
the Diet will take place some six weeks before 
the regular time, and there will doubless be 
jome Embarrassment about financial affairs, 
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THE POLITICAL SITUATION. 
+ 


E have seen a great many strange 

things in Japan ; strange, that is to 
say, By 
this time, indeed, nothing should surprise 
us; we ought to be prepared for anything 
and everything. Yet many people evi- 
dently find it difficult to contemplate the 
prospect of statesmen like Marquis ITo, 
Count INOUYE, Viscount YOSHIKAWA, 
Marquis SaiGo, and so forth, stumping the 
country by way of preliminary to a gene- 
ral election, We ourselves have 
had the slightest doubt that such a spec- 
tacle would ultimately be included in the 
kaleidescopic views furnished by modern 
Japan. Party Cabinets have to come in 
this country, as they have come in other 
countries under constitutional institutions, 


the sense of unaccustomed. 





never 


and the only question, so far as we can 
see, is, when will the Afeifi statesmen 
cease to present a firm phalanx of opposi- 
tion to the great change; when will they 
recognise the inevitable, and, joining 
hands with the leaders of the political 
parties, carry to completion the system 
inaugurated by themselves? It is not 
right, perhaps, to ask “when will they 
recognise the inevitable?” They doubt- 
less recognised it from the first. The 
question should take the form, “ when will 
they give practical effect to their recogni- 
tion?” So long as they choose to stand 
together, they can probably control the 
situation, They have the support of the 
EMPEROR; they have the command of 
the army and navy; they hold the strings 
of the national purse. How long. will 
they remainimmovable? It may fairly be 
admitted that their whole career forbids us 
to suspect them of purely selfish motives, 
or to imagine that, in defiance of public 
interests, they would labour to nullify the 
Constitution which they have been the 
means of procuring for the nation. If 
they have this 
matter, it is because they believed that 
some preparation was necessary, some 
period of probation essential, before the 
final goal of Parliamentary institutions 
could be safely reached. Of course they 
have laid themselves open to the charge 


been conservative in 


That could have been 


first. Each of their 
enemies, each politician that coveted their 


of self-seeking, 
foretold from the 
places, could not fail to accuse them of 
obeying the selfish motives by which he 
was himself inspired. That is an old, old 
story, and, strange to say, it never fails to 
command credence. The public is always 
ready to believe that to struggle for some- 
thing which others possess is much finer, 
from a moral point of view, than to cling 
to ils possession. Representative institu- 
tions are very handsome things, and party 
cabinets are their natural outcome, but it 
may fairly be doubted whether politicians 
agitating for party cabinets are more 
indifferent than other men to the sweets 
of office. As a mere question of pape 











we do not see why the holders of power 
are less respectable than those that waut 
to grasp it, and from a practical point of 
view it must be admitted that the Meifi 
statesmen have served thetr country about 
as well as it could 
However, there is now a most striking 
consensus of opinion that the time has 
come for them to step down from their 
pedestal of independence and join hands 
with the political parties. In all our ex- 
perience of Japan we can not recollect 
any parallel for the unanimity of journalis- 
tic expression that this crisis has evoked. 
The Tokyo editors seem unable to talk of 
anything except the prospect that a new 
popular party will be formed by fusing 
together the Progressists and a large 
section of the Liberals, and that the Meg] 
statesmen will now abandon what is called 
the ‘policy of isolation,” and appear in 
the new character of political organizers- 
They can hardly do otherwise, we im- 
agine. Speaking generally, the third 
stage of probation seems to have now 
been reached. During the first five years 
of Parliamentary institutions, the Cabinet 
lived an empyrean wholly removed 
from party influences. Then followed the 
epoch of coalitions. Marquis [ro in- 
augurated it by joining hands with the 
Liberals for the sake of the post-Jellum 
programme. Count Matsuxara adopted 
the precedent and allied himself with the 
Progressists. Finally ensued Marquis 
ITo’s union with the National Unionists 
and the Liberals, Each of these coali. 
tions may be called a failure. ‘The first 
succeeded so far as its immediate object 
was concerned, but ultimately failed 
through inherent weakness. The second 
may be said to have proved a fiasco from 
the beginning. ‘The third never became 
a practical reality. 


have been served. 


There can not be 
another coalition of the same kind. Ifthe 
Mejji statesmen want the support of poli- 
tical parties they must now pass to the stage 
beyond coalition, namely, union. And it 
is not, after all, a question of what they 





want so much as of what the country needs. 
None of the previous disputes between the 
House of Representatives and the Cabinet 
related to a vital issue. Even the House’s 
refusal to endorse the steps of naval 
expansion in 1893 need not have produced 
any very serious results though the Em- 
PEROR had not intervened. But the question 
upon the éapis to-day is essentially vital. 
It concerns the stability of the national 
finances. It must be settled: there can 
be no paltering. But it can not be settled 
in the manner that Marquis ITO and his 
colleagues advocate if they maintain their 
attitude of independence. Repeated pre- 
sentations of the Land Tax Bill and repeat- 
ed dissolutions of the Lower House will 
not do. Such a programme is practically 
impossible. 











The Cabinet can not go on 
time after time asking the constituencies 
to answer the same question. 


made T 


The reply 
their behalf by the next House 


will have to be accepted as final. And 
there can be no doubt about the nature of 
the reply if the control of the situation is 
left in the hands of the present political 
parties. An overwhelming majority will 
be returned hostile to the so-called “clan 
statesmen.” The men who have made 
modern Japan, men whose abilities and 
experience she can not afford to dispense 
with, will be thrust aside. Administration 
will be impossible for them, and they will 
have to resign their trust to untried politi- 
cians. Marquis Ito would be neglecting 
his plain duty if he made no attempt to 
prevent such a conjuncture. He has no 
right to abandon his post. Japan wants 
him, and wants also the veteran statesmen 
who have worked with him as well as the 
young officials who have been trained 
under his care. As to the success that 
would attend his efforts to organise a 
political party, there can not be any 
manner of doubt. He and his colleagues 
have only to enter the field publicly and 
unequivocally. The best men in the coun- 
try will flock to their standard. That is 
another point which they have to consider. 
It is just as much their duty to assist the 
safe inauguration of party cabinets as it 
was their duty to introduce the constitu- 
tional system, and the safe inauguration 
of party cabinets can not be hoped for 
unless the better classes of the people are 
induced to interest themselves in politics 
more actively than they have done hitherto. 
Marquis ITO can awaken that interest if 
he steps into the arena as a political 
leader. It is absolutely certain that a 
campaign conducted by him, Count INo- 
uve, Marquis YamaGata, Marquis Saico, 
Viscount YOSHIKAWA, Baron SUYEMATSU, 
Baron ITO, Viscount AOKI, Mr. KANEKO 
KENTARO, Viscount KATSURA, ‘and the 
many other distinguished administrators 
who share their views, would take the 
form of a triumphal progress in which the 
vast majority of men of substance and 
education would gladly and gratefully 
march. The nation must be quite weary 
of this endless friction, this perpetuity of 
unsightly quarrels, between the EMPEROR'S 
advisers and the people’s representatives, 
Progress is arrested, and the world begins 
to suspect that Japan’s aspirations have 
outrun her capacities. Foreign observers 
can see no reason why sucha situation 
should be prolonged, 





THE FUTURE OF THE PHILIP. 
PINES. 





eae 

HE news of Admiral Dewey’s suc- 

cesses at Manila caused a great deal 
of interest in Europe, not in connexion 
with the facts of the fight so much as 
because of the general problem, what is 
to be the future of the Philippines? It is 
now plain that European opinion is divid- 
ed into two camps: in the one are ranged 
France, Russia, and, perhaps, Germany ; 
in the otheri/Eagiaod stands alone. The 





IIVERS 1 Tell: 
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occupants of the former camp are all 
antipathetic to America and sympatheti 
with Spain. England, on the contrary, is 
heart and hand with her kinsmen. Rus. 
sia and France, especially Russia, seem 
to be most anxious that the Philippines 
should not fall into England’s possession, 
and equally anxious that the United States 
should not retain them. England would 
be more than content that the Stars and 
Stripes should float permanently over the 
islands. It is not a matter of mere senti- 
ment with Englishmen. There enters 
into the case a consideration of vital poli- 
tical importance. If America holds the 
Philippines, she becomes at 
Asiatic Power, and must accept all the 
responsibilities attaching to that charac- 
ter. She must complete the annexation 
of Hawaii without delay ; she must create 
a powerful navy ; she must face complica- 
tions with Europe; she must enter upon 
a new path of destiny, Already that out- 
look has been squarely faced by her 
people, and they evidently regard it with 
calm confidence. A nation of overflowing 
vitallty and boundless resources does not 
shrink from any problem that its own 
greatness thrusts upon it. The imagina- 
tion of the Americans seems to be attract- 
ed by the idea of stepping out of the 
region, vast as it is, to which the exercise 
of their energies has hitherto been limited, 
and playing a worthy réle on the world’s 
stage. No conceivable change in the con- 
ditions of the era could be more welcome 
to Englishmen. Most of us have for years 
harboured deep down in our hearts the 
hope that an union of the whole Anglo- 
Saxon race might be among the eventuali- 
ties of the future, but few of us have ven- 








once an 


tured to imagine that such a splendid 
result could be consummated in our own 
lifetime. What the union would mean, 
we need not here attempt to forecast; 
but that it would make for the permanent 
good of the human race and for the last- 
ing peace of the world, is not to be ques- 
tioned. The amount of resistance that 
Continental Europe opposes to the first 
steps of the programme is a measure of 
its desirability. We do not mean to sug- 
gest that whatever the Continental States 
of Europe encourage must be bad, and 
whatever they oppose, good. That would 
be ridiculous. Our meaning is that a 
sharp line of demarcation has been drawn 
between the policy of Great Britain and 
the policy of Continental Europe in the Far 
East. England's is a policy of commer- 
cial expansion with equal privileges and 
Europe’s 
is a policy of territorial aggrandisement, 
or, at best, a policy of commercial ex- 
pansion selfishly restricted; commercial 
expansion the privileges and opportunities 
of which are practically limited to the 
Power that it. Continental 
Europe does not favour England’s policy, 
because, in the atmosphere of free 


4 oogle 


opportunities for all the world, 


promotes 





petition that she creates wherever she 
goes, no other Power thrives as 
she thrives, and the spectacle of her 
growth is naturally disagreeable to her 
rivals. Their objection to an Anglo- 
Saxon alliance is, therefore, easy to under- 
stand, and the more we ourselves desire 
such an alliance, the less right have we to 
condemn them for disliking it. Their 
obstructive efforts have not as yet passed 
the tentative stage. They give it to be 
understood that the possession of the 
Philippines by England or America would 
be “disquieting” for Germany, France, 
and Russia, and that the only arrange- 
ment which can secure Continental Eu- 
rope’s endorsement is the restoration of 
the islands to Spain as suzerain, under 
conditions of full local autonomy and 
independence. In short, the world seems 
likely to witness the spectacle of another 
Liaotung farce. Liaotung was taken from 
Japan by Russia, France, and Germany 
because they considered that its alienation 
from China would imperil the latter’s 
independence. They restored it to China, 
and then Russia proceeded to acquire it 
for herself. Similarly, they are now pre- 
paring to take the Philippines from Ame- 
rica because they consider that the pos- 
session of the islands by a strong Power 
might create difficulties, and possibly 
precipitate a terrible struggle. Having 
given practical effect to that theory, which 
of the “guardians” would complete the 
Liaotung parallel by stepping into Ame- 
tica's place at Manila? These pretences 
are so comical that we can not but admire 
the gravity of the publicists advancing 
them? An additional element of amuse- 
ment is furnished by the solicitude that 
the “guardians” begin to evince on 
Japan’s behalf. St. Petersburg set the 
example. St. Petersburg discovered that 
the notion of England’s purchasing the 
Philippines from America was “based 
upon surmises which did not take into 
account the interests of Japan.” The 
Cologne Gasetie quickly followed suit. 
“ As the Power in possession of Formosa,” 
it wrote, ‘Japan is the nearest neighbour 
of the Philippines. Their inhabitants 
have long regarded Japan as’ their model 
and as their future deliverer from the 











Spanish yoke.” Is not that entertaining ? 
The memory of Liaotung is well calculat- 
ed, of course, to strengthen Japan’s con- 
fidence in the disinterestedness of these 
Powers which have become so anxious 
about her rights and titles. The chief 
point of dissimilarity between the Liao- 
tung and the Philippine situations is the 
difference between the United States and 
Japan. America is not altogether likely 
to efface herself at the bidding of any 
Power or Combination of Powers. The 
New York Herald may be taken as a fair 
exponent of American feeling when it 
says :—''The world may as well know 
that what we have won by the sword we 
shall keep by the sword. We would hg 








in Asia a place of our own, and not what 
may be conceded by the goodwill of other 
Powers.” A place of her own America 
will probably have too, for it is impossible 
to suppose that she will restore the 
Philippines to Spain. 








THE REVISED COMMERCIAL CODE. 


abate Celene 
E have explained pretty fully the 
problem that presents itself with re- 

gard to the Revised CommercialCode. The 
subject is now beginning to attract much 
attention in political and official circles. 
The revised Code was duly passed by the 
House of Peers, and would certainly have 
been passed by the House of Representa- 
tives had not the latter been dissolved. 
Now the operation of the originally pro- 
mulgated Commercial Code was post- 
poned from 1892 until June goth, 1898, 
for purposes of revision. It can not be 
further postponed without the enactment 
of a law for the purpose or the issue of an 
Urgency Ordinance. The Diet, intending 
to pass the revised Code, took no steps to 
further postpone the operation of the unre- 
vised. Consequently the latter, as we have 
said, goes into operation on the goth of the 
present month, unless the Emperor chooses 
to create a fresh period of delay by means 
of an Urgency Ordinance. But some of 
the provisions of the un-revised Commer- 
cial Code conflict with the provisions of 
the revised Civil Code, which has passed 
both Houses, and must now be enacted. 
There is thus a manifest inconvenience in 
allowing the law to take its course—that is 
to say, in allowing the un-revised Com- 
mercial Code and the revised Civil Code 
to become operative side by side. On the 
other hand, unless the Commercial Code 
in some form be enacted within the course 
of a month, notice can not given of the 
operation of the Revised Treaties. Under 
the circumstances it would appear sim- 
plest to enact the revised Commercial 
Code by Urgency Ordinance. Here, how- 
ever, there is a fresh difficulty, An 
Urgency Ordinance has to be submitted to 
the Diet in its next Session, and, if not 
approved by both Houses, ceases to be 
operative. There is little chance of the 
Diet’s refusing to endorse the urgency 
ordinance by which the revised Commer- 
cial Code was enacted. But it might 
At all events, in view of that 
possible, though not probable contin- 
gency, a question might be raised as 
to the validity of any notice now addres- 
sed by Japan to the Treaty Powers, 
Foreign Governments might say :—'t We 
can not tell whether your Commercial 
Code will receive the approval of your 
Diet five months hence, and we are con- 
sequently unable to accept as satisfactory 
your notice of twelve months’ operation.” 
Such is the problem as stated by verna- 
cular journals. They seem to take a 
mistaken view in one respect. Foreign 
G ents are not, in our opinion, 
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competent to raise the objection suggested 
above. They can not forecast the action 
of the Diet. If, indeed, the Diet should 
withhold if the Code 
should consequently cease to be operative, 
the Governments of the Treaty Powers 
would be, justly entitled to protest that 
the condition of a year’s operation had 
not been fulfilled. But surely nothing of 
the kind can reasonably be anticipated. 
The revised Commercial Code was passed 
by the Upper House, and is known to 
have received the approval of the Special 
Committee appointed by the Lower House 
to examine and report upon it. That the 
House should refuse to give post-facto 
consent to the Urgency Ordinance by 
which it was enacted, seems incredible. 
Of course, from a legislative point of 
view, the easiest plan is to let the law 
take its course ; in other words, to let the 
remaining portions of the Commercial 
Code go into operation from July rst in 
their original, or unrevised, form, and 
then to replace it by the revised Code in 
its entirety when the latter receives the 


its consent, and 





approval of the Diet in the autumn, But 
there are several objections to that 
method. There is, first, the general ob- 


jection that to put a body of laws into 
operation now with the certainty that they 
are to be supplanted by a different body 
of laws six months hence, could scarcely 
be called a serious proceeding. It may 
be urged, perhaps, that the question is 
not of different laws, but of a revision of 
the same laws, That is true in a measure. 
But the revision in this case has been 
very extensive. The revised Code is not 
only an immense improvement on the 
original, but in some respects has been 
virtually re-written, SLill, this objection 
would have less cogency were it not sup- 
plemented by the consideration that the 
revisions of the Civil Code and of the 
Commercial Code proceeded side by side, 
and that 
of both are entirely consistent, a con- 
flict more or less grave would be found 


whereas the revised forms 


between the provisions of the revised 
Civil Code and the unrevised Com- 
mercial. Experts alone are competent to 


determine the weight of this difficulty, 
but taken in conjunction with the former 
it makes a case deserving careful consi- 
deration. Finally, if we examine the 
matter from the point of view of foreign 
Powers, we can not ignore the fact that 
the provision relating to a year’s operation 
of the Codes by way of preliminary to the 
abolition of Consular Jurisdiction, is in- 
tended to ensure practical knowledge on 
the part of the judges. 
had a year’s experience in administering 
the Codes before being required to apply 
them to foreigners. Will they have had 
a year’s experience in the sense contem- 
plated by the framers of the Treaties if 
the unrevised Code is to be operative for 
a moiety of the time and the revised 
during the remaining six months? 


They are to have 
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On the whole the greater advantage 
seems to be obtainable by enacting the 
tevised Commercial Code at once. It is 
an admirable body of laws, simple, clear, 
and in accord with the best modern prin- 
ciples. The Government would be ap- 
plauded by all thoughtful persons if it 
adopted that course. 





IMPERIAI DIET. 
tes 
FRIDAY, JUNE 10TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
PASSING THE CIVIL GopE. 

The Honse met at 10.15 a.m , and proceeded 
to receive the Special Committee’s report on 
the Bill embodying the remaining portions of 
the Civil Code. The Committee, by a majo- 
rity of one, had decided in favour of handing 
the Bill to a continuing committee, ou the 
ground that the time remaining available for 
its examination and discussion was quite inade- 
quate. 





SPRECH BY MARQUIS 170. 

Viscount Tani asked tor a statement of 
the Government's views on this point, and 
Marquis Ito, ascending the rostrum, said that 
he bad already explained at some length the 
intimate relation between Treaty Revision and 
the enforcement of the Civil Code. It was 
scarcely necessary to remind them of the history 
of Treaty Revision, or to repeat the fact that 
under the existing Treaties Jpan's Sovereign 
rights were impaired and her independence 
was incomplete, For thirty years the nation 
had desired to correct this state of affairs, and 
after much labour success had attended Japan's 
persisient efforts All the Occidental Powers 
had acceded to her proposals, and nothing 
except the operation of the Codes stood be- 
tween her and the consummation of an object 
which so closely concerned her national honour, 
The Government was fully sensible of the inex- 
pediency of presenting such an important piece 
of legislation for discussion in the brief interval 
of an extraordinary session ; but circumstances 
had rendered that course inevitable. If the 
House endorsed the Special Commitiee’s re- 
commendation, and entrusted the Code to a 
commitee, thereby postponing its 
operation, all the labour expended upon Treaty 
Revision and all the success that now promised 
to crown that labour would be lost. 

Mr. Ozaki Saburo spoke in favour of passing 
the Code, his main argument being that experi- 
ence of ils operation would furnish the best 
guide for its amendment, should amendment be 
necessary, and that the task of revision, if once 
undertaken by the House, would become in- 
terminable. 

Alter some brief speeches, the House, by a 
closed ballot, rejected the proposal for a con. 
tinuing committee, only 28 members voting for 
the proposal and 204 against it. 

Mr. Watanabe Koki moved that the House 
proceed at once to discn-s the Bull, but Vis- 
count Soga urged that the Special Committee 
had to merely report on the merits of the Code. 
The Committee had merely reported its deci- 
sion in favour of a continuing committee, and 
had told them nothing about the Code itself 
He deprecated the idea of debating such an 
important piece of legislation without a full 
report from the Committee. 

Mr. Ozaki Saburo considered that the deci- 
sion of that point resied with the House, and the 
President having invited a decision the whole 
House, with the exception of Viscounts Tani and 
Soga, voted in favour of Mr. Watanabe’s motion. 

Viscount Soga spoke vehemently against the 
Bill, urging that several provisions of the New 
Code were entire opposed to the best traditions 
and revered customs of Japan, 

The Government delegate answered various 
questions with regard to these points, and the 
closure having been put and carried, the second 
Reading was voted together with its correlated 
measures, the third Reading being dispensed 
with, 























SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGRT APPROVED. 
The House was counted out at 2.15 p.m., but 
called together again at 4.30 p.m., to debate 
on the supplementary Budget for 1897-8, as a 
matter of urgency. Viscount Tani having re- 
ported on the Budget, it was passed unanimons- 
ly, as amended by the Lower House, as were 
also the correlated financial measures. 
URGENCY MEASURES. 

The President then announced that the Go- 
vernment desired urgency for the following 
four Bills, which had been passed by the 
Lower House :— 

‘The Bill for amending the Registration Law, 
The Bill relating to Arbitration Suits, 
¢ Bill relating to Procedure in Civil Suits. 
he Bill relating to Voluntary Public Sales, 
The four Bills were passed unanimously, and 
the House, on the motion of Viscount Tani, 
adopted 24 petitions for presentation to the 
Government. 

The House rose at 5 p.m. 


















HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House of Representatives met al 1.05 
pm, 

A REPRESENTATION ON REASSRSSMENT. 

After the reports had been read, Mr. Ba 
Kangoro ascended the rostrum and moved 
precedence be given to the Representation in- 
troduced by him for reassessment of the taxable 
value of land. 

The proposal 
applause, 

THY NOTOR!OUS MR. TANAKA SHOZO. 

Mr. Tanaka Shozo shouted loudly that such 
a motion at such x time was miterly out of order, 
and, ascending the rostrum, proceeded to re- 
prove the President, declining to pay any atte 
tion to the somewhat feeble efforis of the se 
geants (o restrain him. Dr, Hatoyama and Mr. 
Kuribara endeavoured to quiet him, but he only 
became more obstreperons, and was with great 
difficulty induced to resume his seat, 

The President announced that the question 
of granting precedence to the Re-assessment 
Representation was now under debate. This 
annonncement evoked many cries of dissent, 
and Mr. Tanaka Shozo was again found shout- 
ing that the President’s conduct was grossly 
disorderly. The President, however, displayed 
unusual determination, 

FANNING THE FLAMES. 

Mr. Kato Masanosuke contended that the re- 
lation between re-assessment and the increase 
of the Land T'ax was not sufficiently intimate to 
warrant the House in changing the Order for 
the purpose of giving precedence to the former. 

This argument evoked applause and counter- 
applaus amid much excitement Mr. 
Wada Hikojiro spoke in opposition to Mr, 
Kato’s argument. 

Mr, Nakamura Yaroku contended that the 
relation between the two measures was purely 
of a personal character. 

BKAR-GARDEN PROCKDURK. 

A ruling to decide the matter by closed 
ballot bronght Mr. Wada to the rostrum to ex- 
postulate with the President, whither he was 
followed by several members, and some push- 
ing and shouting took place. Order having 
been at length restored, a ballot was taken to 
determine whether the voting with regard to the 
Representation should be by open ballot or by 
closed, The result was that 127 voted for an 
open ballot, 164 fora closed ballot, 1 ticket was 
declared void. 

A closed ballot was then taken to determine 
whether precedence shonld be given to the Re- 
assessment Representation, when 127 voted for 
precedence and 165 against it. The Represen- 
tation consequently did not come up for dis- 
cussion, and the House proceeded with the 
debate on the Bill for increasing the Land 
Tax, which bad been interrupted by the sus- 
pension of the session on the 7th instant, 

THE NEW TAXATION SCHEME. 

Mr. Sassa Tomofusa spoke in favour of the 
Bill as an inevitable measure, and Mr. Arai 
Shogo, .while approving it in principle, urged 
that it should not have been submitted in an 
extraordinary session when the Budget was not 
before the House 








was received with much 
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DEFEAT OF THY BILL 

The closure was put and carried, and a 
ballot was taken, when 27 members voted for 
and 247 members against the Second Reading, 
three votes being declared invalid. 

Mr. Numata Ugenda complained that a cir- 
cular signed “* Yukokusei” had been distribnied 
among the members. Such an occurrence 
seemed a violation of the discipline of the 
House, and he called upon the President to in- 
vestigate how it had occurred, 

Some members urged that the House should 
tise, but Mr. Haseba Junko contended that it 
was their duty to continue the business of the 
day. 

The remaining Bills on the Order were rapid- 
ly disposed of up to the 23rd, when the House 
was counted out at 3.40 p.n. 

THE DIBT DISSOLVED, 

At 5 p.m. an Imperial Rescript was issued, 
ordering the dissolution of the Lower House and 
the prorogation of the Upper. 











UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL 
COMMISSION TO CHINA. 
——___+—___ 

The Hon. Sheridan P. Read, recently United 
States Consul at Tientsin, China, is a passenger 
on board the Doric. Mr. Read ix Chairman of 
a United States Commeicial Commission to 
China, which Commission, while having the 
endorsement of the U.S. Government at 
Washington, is under the direction of the Phila 
delphia Commercial Museum, Mr. Read is 
well known both in Japan and in China, having 
been formerly connected with Messrs. Russell 
& Co., as one of the resident managers of 
Messrs. Russell & Co.’s Canton branch, As 
U.S. Consul at Tientsin, China, Mr. Reid's 
record is still fresh in the memory of those who 
waiched the course of the recent war between 
China and Japan. While Consul he acted as 
protector of Japanese interests in Northern 
China during the war, and rendered such good 
services that the Japanese Government offered 
hima decoration through the U.S Minister at 

Tokyo. 

The object of the Commission, of which Mr. 
Read is at the head, is carefully set forth ina 
prospectus, It desires to lay before the mer- 
chants and manufactnters of the United States 
a comprehensive study of the int-rnal resources 
of China, illustrated by samples of raw mate- 
rials and products, and of existing trade con 
ditions and methods of doing business, Mr. 
Read is accompanied by his wile and children, 
who will reside in Tientsin, while Mr. Read 
is engaged in the work of the Commission. 
Mr. Read is accompanied by Mr. Cassius A 
Green, the Assistant Chief of the Bureau of 
Information of the Philadelphia Commercial 
Maseum, Mr. Green with his wife will remain 
for several weeks in Japan before proceeding to 
Cwina to rejoin Ex U.S, Consul Read. The 
object of Mr. Green's stayin Japan is in connec- 
tion with the Philadelphia Exposition to be held 
from May to October of next year, and especi- 
ally in connection with the second Iniernational 
Commercial Congress to be held in June. 1899, 
in conjunction with this exposition. At this 
Congress there will be represented not only the 
leading Chambers of Commerce of Latin Ame- 
rica, but also those of South Africa, India, 
Australia, China, and, it is to be hoped, of 
Japan, ‘Mr. Green will visit the principal 
Chambers of Commerce of Japyn, and lay be- 
fore their members all the necessary daa’ con- 
nected with this exposition, and urge the 
sending of representatives to the Commercial 
Congress. The convocation of this Congress 
in conjunction with an exposition of such 
manufactures as are best suifed for export trade, 
will give to foreign merchants an unusual op- 
portunity to study and examine what they can 
best buy in the United States. 

The Chambers of Commerce of Japan will 
no doubt extend to Messrs. Read and Green 
a warn welcome and will assuredly not lose 
the opportunity of being represented at this 


Congress. 
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FAPANESE FACLS AND COMMENTS. 
panties eaters: 

Atthe meeting of the Tokyo Municipal As- 
sembly on the 6th instant, it was decided thal a 
Special Municipal Council should be conven- 
ed tocelebrate the passing by the Diet of the 
bill for the abolition of the special system 
of local administration in the three leading 
cities of the country. A vote of thanks to 
Governor Okabe, who was the chief agent in 
bringing about the result, was also passed, while 
expressions of gratitude were ordered to be 
transmitted to the Representatives in the Diet 
who had agreed to the measure. A representa- 
tion introduced by Mr. Okata with regard to the 
extension of the electric railway from Hiroo, 
Azabu, to Shinano cho, Votsuya, was submitted 
to a committee of fifteen. The Assembly then 
went on to discuss the question of the 
establishment of street railways in Tokyo, and 
decided on a petition to Government urging 
the necessity of reserving rights for such an 
enterprise to the Municipal Authorities. 








The Hochi represents Marquis Ito as 
having addressed a certain politician as fol- 
lows :—"*I do not intend to relinquish my 
portfolio, Should I tesign, who could be my 
successor (0 adjust the etlangled affairs of 
State? Count Okuma will certainly find the 
task too dificult for him, in the present state 
of affairs; Count Itagaki, too, cannot but 
experience a similar difficulty. Whosoever 
may come upon the scene will find a scheme 
for increased taxation unavoidable. I have 
therefore to makea firm staud, and however 
frequently 1 may have occasion to dissolve the 
Diet, L shall ask the reconsideration of the 
scheme until is is accepted. 








Commenting upon the condition of various 
banks in Tokyo, the Michi Michi says that the 
fact that some of the banks have suspended the 
issue of loans is to be attributed to their impecu- 
niosity rather than to avy motives of precaution. 
The depreciation of shates in companies to 
which loans were issued by the Central Bank 
has necessitated the presentation of extra secur 
ity, but the debtors have proved unable to 
comply with the demands ; and in some extreme 
cases even interest is in arrear, Restric- 
tions have therefore been placed upon loans by 
various banks in the capital. Even bills 
issued by respectable merchants have been de- 
clined under the customary terms of discount. 
All these facts are more than sufficient to prove 
that the Central Bank is seriously embarrassed 
hy the scarcity of capital. Ruin, adds the 
Nichi Nicht, must be the inevitable result. 


Since the Kwansei Steamship Companies’ 
Union was dissolved, the rates of freight have 
become extremely irregular. The following, 
according (0 the vernacular papers, may be 
taken ag the general standard :— 
















Freight 
F To y. 

Moji Yokohams..Coal, per ton 1.70 
Karatsu . 2.20 
Kobe “40.0 
Kobe 70 00 
Kobe 75 00 
Kobe 65 00 
or5 

0.10 

190 

220 

280 

Muroran, 030 
Saigon,. 035 
Rangoon noon + 060 
Manila ., ugar, per plenl., 045 
Newchwang. 4 Beans, per picul.. 0.18 





The gold reserve of the Bank of Japan has 
been steadily decreasing during the past few 
months, The report of the Bank for the week 
ending 4th instant, however, shows an increase 
of 34.009 yen, which sum, together with the 
amount in hand, constitutes a grass total of 
63,008,000 yen. This change may be as- 
cribed to the receipt of the Indemnity. In 
order to prevent any sudden fluctuation in the 





market which would take place should 


gle 


UNI 








the Indemnity be brought home at once, 
the Nippon Ginko has adopted a policy of 
gradual transmission. Yet though the specie 
is retained in London, there can be no reason, 
agserts the Maénichi, why it should not be 
indirectly utilized for the immediate succour 
of the financial community, The convertible 
notes issued up to the 4th instant amount 
ed to 172,360,000 yen, showing a decrease 
of 111,700 yen as compaped with the pre- 
vious week, whereas the issue above the legal 
limit totalled 26,870,000 yen, the decrease being 
260,000 yen. As to the loans issued by the 
Bank it may be stated that an increase of 
260 0:0 yen is noticeable in discounted bills, of 
2,720,000 yen in cash, and of 2,010,000 yen in 
exchange bills, these items together making a 
total of 4,000,000 yen, 





The Chuo writes at some length in con- 
demnation of the recent attitude of the Diet, 
The scheme for increased taxation is absolutely 
indispensable for the maintenance of State and 
the management of national affairs; ils necessity 
must be plain “even to the uncultivated minds 
of the members of the Diet.” The House of 
Representatives, in recklessly rejecting the bill 
for increasing the taxes, acted against the in- 
terests of the country. Both Liberal and Pro- 
gressist Representatives are nnder the absolute 
control of the party to which they belong, and 
are not free in person, thought, or action; no- 
thing in their speech or conduct emanates from 
their conscience; party decisions bind them 
more strongly than iron chains. ‘The State is 
sactificed for party ambition; the dissolution 
of the Diet under these circumstances is entirely 
justifiable. 








The Shogyo is astonished at the want of a 
spirit of thrift among the people of this country. 
The cullivation of a desire to save is essential 
tothe development ef suciety, With this in view 
the Government has frequently issued instruc- 
tions to the Superintendents of the various Post 
Offices, as well as to the local Governors, to 
spare no pains for the encouragement of this 
spirit. Yet with all the energies so displayed by 
the Government, there are scarcely any prospects 
of success. The matter properly belongs to the 
business of educationisis, and any setions inter- 
ference by Government must be avoided. The 
labouring classes were considered as having 
gained considerably in money after the war, 
and in order to permanently improve their 
status a plan was formulated for awakening in 
them the spirit of economy. The wages of 
labourers have risen, and the demand for labour 
is steadily increasing, but apparently there is 
no proof to show that the lower classes have 
really improved their condition. In fact, they 
are a8 poor as ever. They lived more com- 
fortably when their yen could procure a 
fo of tice, than when’ they have to pay the 
same amount of money for ouly 4 sho of the 
cereal. It is for these reasons that Count 
Matsukata’s premium bonds have virtually ended 
in a failure, as did the industrial bonds of a 
similar nature contemplated by the preceding 
Cabinet, If the Government really desires to 
encourage the spirit of thrift among the work- 
ing classes, steps must be taken to raise the 
rate of interest on deposits and to remove ail 
the intricate procedure required at the time of 
the withdrawal of money. 


The Chuo publishes « trade return from the 
Japanese Consul at New York with special refer- 
ence to straw braids, Straw braids are chiefly 
imported from Switzerland, Italy, and China, 
for the manufacture of summer hats for both 
sexes. According to statistics of the Finance 
Department of the United States, materials im- 
ported for use in the manufacturing of hats in 
that country amounted in value to $2,111,200 
for 1897 and to $2,254,280 in 1896 ; but in these 
figures the value paid for straw braids was not 
included. No accurate information has yet 
been obtained as to the amount of braids im- 
ported, or the countries from which they were 
exported during the past (wo years, But dealers 
in this commodity affirm that the bulk is furs 
nished by Europe, China being only of second- 
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ary importance iv this respect. The import 
from Japan ie still insigmficant ; but as Japan- 
ese braids are really excellent in their quality, 
any improvement in the process of their manu- 
facture will make them one of the most hopelul 
staples of export. The Swiss production is 
likewise excellent, but the atnount of its import 
is steadily decreasing through competition with 
Japanese manolactures. The Italian and 
Chinese manufactures are far inferior to others, 
thongh they are much cheaper. In New York, 
the best hats are produced from January to May, 
whereas in November and December the manu- 
facture of the lowest qualities is undertaken, 
The importof straw braids, therefore, commences 
in October and closes in March or April of the 
following year. Bleached or coloured braids 
are charged 20 per cent. ad valorem duties, 
while plain braids are required to pay 15 per 
cent. But the taxation does not affect the sale 
ot the commodity. 


From the Michi Nichi we gather the follow. 
ing :—Arrivals of tea in Kobe have more or less 
decreased us compared with last year, but still 
no fewer than 1,000 cases are being received 
every day, Sales are somewhat brisk, but the 
buyers do not push their competition to the point 
of raising prices. The falling off in the arrivals 
for this year is attribu ed partly to injuries from 
frost in the producing districts, but mainly to 
the appreciation of commodities. The Yoko- 
hama market being comparatively prosperous 
this year, some of the Kiushin teas were sent 
thither instead of to Kobe. In Kobe teas of 
edinm quality varying from 20 to 30 dollars 
in value ate chiefly asked for. The superfine 
leaf scarcely finds sales, and prices are rapidly 
falling, while the inferior qualities have risen 
by 3 or 4 yen. The following are the com- 
parative figures for the two years:— 


898. May, 1807. 




















Increase or 









Callie, Cattien ‘Cattle 
2,623,952 3,376,076 753,023 
1,940,700 2,950,800 1,010,100, 

zstock. 487,198 464,095 23,103 


This year the Kwansei districts, it is snppos- 
ed, are likely to suffer a reduction of 2c per 
cent. on their tea crop. 


The prices of commodities have coutinued to 
rise steadily for the past three years, remarks 
the Mainichi, According to investigations 
carried on by the Bank of Japan, prices in 
April this year showed an appreciation of 79 
per cent, as compared with January, 1887. 
‘The Bank's report for May places the figute at 
77 per cent., indicating a slight tendency to fall. 
The following ‘are the figures showing the 
fluctuations since January this year :—January, 
70 per ceut.; February, 73; March, 76; Apuil, 
79; May, 77. The domestic staples which have 
undergone fluctuations during the past month 
may be tabulated as follows :-— 

RICE IN VALUE. 



























May. April, 
Coal. 252 242 
Kerose: 108 106, 
Diied bonito 248 246 
Raw Lacquer 115 113 
215 2u1 
189 105, 
142 141 
133 130 
191 18g 
132 129 
FALL IN VALUE. 
173 175 
198 200 
272 280 
306 308 
17 121 
Rice bran a 216 221 
Imported yarns 5 119 121 
Cat tobacco (Japanese) 173 179 
Miso 227 228 
Yarns mg m8 
Floss ( 116 123 
Soy a 145 147 
Indigo ... 217 255 
Oil cake 211 219 
Vegetable wax 122 125 
Eggs. ee 200 aun 
Floor mating 202 203 
Glass panes 154 150 





Other articles, such as copper, spinning cotton, 
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nure, tea, oil, nails, leather, 
&c., vemain the same value, The slight depre- 
ciation of commodities as noticed above is 
attributed by the public to a reduction in the 
volume of currency, That the currency bas 
considerably decreased is an undeniable fact. 
The largest amount in circulation was in De. 
cember of the 3oth year of Meiji, when it had 
reached 231,490,000 yen; but whether the fall 
in the prices of commodities, however slight il 
may be, is really to be ascribed to currency 
shrinkage is extremely doubtful. The problem 
can only be solved by careful observations for 
several months, 


wood, wheat, 











‘The question whether foreigners are entitled 
toown shares in banks or companies existing 
in Japan has long, savs the Mainichi, been 
a subject in respect to which the civil authorities 
themselves differed in opinion, Article IL. of the 
Civil Code, however, provides that aliens are 
entitled to all privileges not specially prohibited 
by treaty or by law. The problem which at one 
time’ evoked much criticism is thus entirely 
cleared, Foreigners are now entitled to enjoy 
freedom of occupation and to hold shares 
in companies, so that railway and other corpo- 
rations may, by the issue of bonds, secure faci- 
lities for the introduction “of foreign capital, 








The Korean Privy Council recently deci 
ded to open Phyongyang and three other ports 
—Kunsanpho, Masanpno, and Sanchinpho— 
to commerce. Some critics are inclined to 
assert that Korea’s action in regard to the new 
ports is simply based on a deep-rooted aprre- 
hension as to the possibility of her.terrilories 
being demanded by other Powers under the 
guise of a lease or temporary occupation, as in 
the case of China. Such assertions, however, 
remarks the Kokumin, are the result of an over- 
estimation of Korea’s capacity for foreign 
diplomacy. The sagacity attributed by critics 
to the Korean Government is wanting in a 
people who are generally frightened even at 
ordinary communications from the Ambassa- 
dors of foreign Powers. 





The Nippon alludes more suo to the Govern- 
ment scheme for the formation of an Increased 
Taxation party. It is but in the nataral order of 
things that such a party should be called into ex- 
istence at the present juncture, The Government 
originally attempted to sever the agitators for 
the reassessment of land from the Liberals and 
Progressists, and efforts were made, on one 
hand, to secure the sympathy of business men 
in Tokyo, Yokohama, Osaka, and Kyoto, and 
on the other, to consolidate the Satsuma clique 
and some of the eminent politicians of Tohokn, 
But as this last and the Liberals and Progres- 
sists declined to co-operate wiih the Government 
on the terms proposed, the project fell through, 
However, the Government is still engaged 
in pourparlers with the Liberals. It lately 
obtained the assistance of such influential mer- 
chants as Mr, Fujita in Osaka and Mr. Shibu- 
sawa in Tokyo, and steps are now being taken 
to secite a greater number of business men 
among its supporters, Messrs, Watanabe Koki 





faud Kaneko Kentaro making special efforts 


to thatend, It is said that the young graduates 
of the University and others who have returned 
from study abroad are also to be enlisted to 
form a government party, while an amalgama- 
tion is contemplated between the Satsuma 
and Choshin coteries, with Count Yamagata at 
their head, the Doshi club alone showing an at- 
utude of opposition. Messrs, Nakamura, Misaki, 
and Tokutomi are ready to follow the Govern 
ment, At (wo meetings held during the past few 
days, it was decided that Marquis Ito and other 
Ministers of State should be the chief members 
of the proposed combination, which 1s to be 
designated the “Imperialist Party, The new 
party, the Wippon alleges, will include all 
officials subordinate (0 the Ministers, the 
National Unionists, the moderate members of 
the Yamashita Club, and some of the seced. 
ing Libei So soon ag the inauguration 
is completed. Count Inouye, Minister of 
Finance, and Mr. Kaneko, Minister for Agri- 
culture and Commerce, will proceed to Osaka 
with a view to lecturing upon the financial con- 





dition of the country to special meetings of the 
leading citizens engaged in commerce aud in- 
dustry. According (o investigations made by a 
well-known politician, a majority of 160 in 
favour of increased taxation will be secured 
at the forthcoming general election, Tokyo 
alone being expected to return the whole ot ils 
fepresentatives, except Messrs, Hatoyama and 
Matsuda and two others, in support of the Go- 
vernment, Unprecedented official interference 
is anticipated in the elections, The contest will 
be, the Mippon adds, a struggle of despotism 
against the Constitation, of cruelty against 
justice. The two journals—the Chuo and 
Kokumin—will be completely enslaved by the 
Government for the furtherance of its selfish 
ends. In short, money versus purity (!) will be 
the prominent feature of the electoral campaign, 








RUSSIANS AND JAPANESE SAILORS 
IN COLLISION. 
‘*. Mi 


FIERCE RIOT AT NAGASAKI—FIGHT 
BE!WEEN MARINES—SEVERAL 
WOUNDED. 


Nagasaki, June 12. 

Last evening, 23 Japanese marines and 45 
Russian soldiers came into collision at Inasa 
street. The disturbance was quelled about mid- 
night. Six Japanese and 12 Russiaus were 
wounded, 





Later. 

‘The quarrel between the Japanese and Rus- 
sian marines lasted about an hour, and the latter 
then escaped to the warship to which they 
belong. The Japanese wete attached (0 a 
torpedo boat, 

OFFICIAL ACCOUNT. 

According to an official report which has 
reached the Admiralty, it seems that on the 
evening of the rtth inst, 23 Japanese marines 
belonging to a torpedo-boat and 45 Russian 
soldiers belonging to the Dimitri Donskoi, 
quarrelled at a house of ill-fame in Inasa. machi. 
They fought for an hour, but the disturbance 
was ultimately quelled by the police. Six Japan- 
ese and 12 Russians received slight wounds, 
The Governor of Nagasaki states that while 
the Japanese were drinking the Ruasian 
soldiers stepped into the room and igulted 
them. The authorities have prohibited night 
leave to naval men and soldiers. It is said 
that the Russian warship will leave within a 
few days. 








THE NAGASAKI] MURDER CASE, 
ee, 





(From ouR OWN CorRrusronvent.) 
Ketty Sentence To Be Hun 


REPRIEVE PRAYED YOR. 
Nagasaki, June 15, 7 p.m. 

In the U.S. Consular Court to-day, Kelly, 
the proprietor of a grogshop in Oura, was found 
guilty of the murder of an American sailor 
named Gannin—by shooting bim in his house on 
the 14th May—and was sentenced to death. A 
petition has been presented to the Court praying 
that the sentence may be commuted to im- 
prisonment for life. 








THE SHASHI RIOTS. 
- 


A report dated the rst inst., from Command- 
er Okura, of the warship Zaao, which has 
arrived at Hankow, states that at the time when 
the commander arrived at Shashi and Kookow, 
there were many rumours of danger, and forei; 
residents had combined to form a volunteer 
defence corps. The British warship Zsk land- 
ed some marines to protect the concession, 
and another British warship. the Phenix, and 
the Italian warship Afarco Polo also arriving 
the minds of the settlers were eased. The 
rebels have been suppressed both in Shashi 
and Kookow, and at the present time, 250 
Chinese soldiers are camping at Shashi. It 








is reported that four ringleaders of the rebels 
have been executed: 20 insurgents are now in 








prison, and 20 have prices placed on their 
heads —¥iji Shimpo. 
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DR. KATAYAMA ON THE 820th ARTICLE 
OF THE REVISED CIVIL CODE. 





Impetial University, makes some interesti 
marke in the Hogakukyokwai Zasshi, about 
Art. 840 of the new Dratt Civil Code, which was 
lately published. The article is :-— 
A child conceived by a wife dusi 
is presumed to be the chitd of her husband. 
A child born on ot after two hundred days from 
the date of the marriage, or on or within three 
wed days from the date of dissolution or wullic 
of the m s viernes ty have been 
conceived during mat 
When Marquis Saionji, then Vice-President of 
the Code Revision Committee, asked the Im- 
perial University in November, 1895, to obtain 
the opinion of the Medical College of the 
University on the above subject, Dr, Katayama 
and other professors were unanimous in their 
views as to the maximum and minimum periods 
of gestation, But they added, with regard to a 
child born before the minimam term or after 
the maximum term, toat ao infant born between 
the 180th and rggth days after the ostensible 
patents’ marriage, or between the 3orst and the 
g2oth days after the death of the husband or 
the date of divofee, should not be presumed to 
have been conceived during matrimony nuless 
the degree of the development could be proved 
by medical evidence to be consistent with the 
dates mentioned, This point should have been 
inserted after the and paragraph, Dr. Kata- 
yama strongly condemns the Revising Com- 
mittee’s disregard of the point, and crilicises 
as groundless neaily all the reasons given for 
disregarding it. He suggest that, if a provision 
in the desired sense can not be inserted, the 
period of. 300 days should be chang-d to 320 
or at least 310 days, for the following reasoas :— 
He and his colleagues thonght 300 days proper 
as the maximum term of gestation in general, 
despite the possibiltty of its reaching 320 day, 
because they expected that another provision, 
relating to a child born atter the 3orst days, 
would prevent the unjust operation of the 
Law in special cases. Without such a pro- 
vision, they think that the maximum of 3o0c 
sufficient. An eminent Professor of 
in University holds the same opinion, 
and siates, with regard to the Draft Civil 
Code of Germany, that the maximum term of 
pregnancy for widows is 320 days, 300 days 
being undoubtedly too short; that, in certain 
cases, circumstantial evidence ought to be 
permitied to extend the term to 320 days. Also, 
according to investigations conducted by three 
other experts with regard to 665 women, in 
whose cases the dates of conception were known, 
- twenty gave birth to children after 300 days, 
Again, statistics relating to 1700 women about 
whom similar knowledge existed, it showed 
that 117 gave birth to children after 300 days. 
Three other experts allege that 20 out of 782 
pregnant women gave bith to children after 
periods varying from 302 days to 326 days; 
and’ four others, all famous accoucheurs, say 
that partorition may often be prolonged to 320 
days, These facts are now generally recoguized. 
The maximum term of pregnancy allowed in 
the 82oth art., viz, 300 days, is therefore too 
short, and should be changed to a term of 320 
or at least 310 days, unless special provision be 
made for cases in which the ordinary maximum 
is exceeded, 


ASSOCIATIIN FOR THE INVESTI- 

GATION OF JURISPRUDENCE. 

fee 

Iu the issue et the Hogakn-kyokwat Zasshi 
for January, 1897, a first report of the then 
condition, together with a general sketch of the 
career, of an association called 
Aenkyu-kwai (Association for the Investiga- 
tion of Jurisprudence) was published. The 
first meeting of the association was held in the! 
private residence of Professor Hozumi Chincho, | 
the President of the Association, at Ushigome, 
Tokyo, on the 31st of Uctober, 1893 ; and by 












































the Hori-|M 





body. About the latter epoch, some reforms of 
vital importance were made, and thenceforth a 
ort report of the dissertations held at the 
society's meetings was published in the above 
magazine. Not until lately, however, did there 
appear any pamphlet devoted solely to the 
association, The Hégaku kyokwai Zasshi of 
May, 1898, reports the first publication of such 
a pamphlet. I: is called the Héri-ronso 
(Discussions on Jarisprudence) and was first 
issued by the association a few months ago, 
We proceed to translate the general outline, as 
it not only explains the nature of the assuciation 
but also gives some idea of the present condi- 
tion of jurisprudence in Japan:—“ The As- 
sociation for the Investigation of Jurisprudence 
is an assembly of persons ardently desirous of 
studying the science of law, Its members have 
held a monthly meeting since its first esta: lish. 
ment in the 26th year of Afeii (183) for the 
purpose of reporting the resulis of their investi- 
gations and discnssing matters relating to 
Jurisprudence. Summarized reports of the 
meetings were published in the monthly num- 
bers of the Hogaku-tyokwai Zasshi and the 
Kokkagakkwai Zasshi. Lately, however, the 
members decided that such of their essays as 
had any bearing on the study of jurisprudence 
should be published in pamphlet form by the 
associa:ion itself under the general name, Hori- 
ronso, and that each volume should have a 
special title according to the nature of its con- 
tents, Many law-books have recently been 
published in Japan, Not a few are of great 
importance, and several treat of the Codes, or 
some particular branch of Jaw, but very few 
deal with special topics in a detailed manner. 
That is pethaps because, owing to the im- 





mature state of the development of juris-| 


prudence in Japan, books relating to a single 
topic of jurisprudence could scarcely be ex- 
pected to repay the cost of publication, It 
resulis thata student who, after elaborate and 
earnest investigation, has formed some new 
opinion relating to a particular topic, can not 
have the advantage of learning his colleagues’ 
views on the subject. He may be prepared to 
treat topics historically, or to compare the laws 
and institutions of the East and the West, but 
he is compelled to keep his conclusions un- 
published. Nothing could be more regrettable. 
The general rule of scientific evolution is pro- 
gress from the rough to the minute, and from 
the broad and shallow to the narrow and deep. 
Jurisprudence is no exception tothe rule. The 
Present great demand for books relating to 
general topics will surely be followed by a need 
for books relating to special topics, as legal 
studies are carried further in Japan, We pro- 
pose, therefore, to publish the lis of the 
investigations conducted by our members, 
whatever may be the pecuniary results of the 
enterprise, 

Among the pamphlets already published, as 
well as those now in the press, the following 
are mentioned :—An essay by Professor ‘Tomi- 
dzu Kwanjin entitled ‘ The Stoic Philosophy 
and the Roman Law"; another essay by Mr, 
Tatsu; “Laws and Treaties” by Professor 
Hozumi Yatouka; two essays relatiog to 
Chinese law and usage by Professor Tomi- 
dzu; and one relating to Japanese institutions 
by Professor Hozumi Chincho and another. 
In the list of the members we find, Professors 
Hozumi Chiucho, Hosumi Yatsuka, Tomidzu, 
Tomii, Ume, Okano, and Hijikata, Messrs. 
Okuda, Ogawa Shigejiro, Tomitani, Kawamura 
Tanabe and other lawyers of repute. We con- 
gratulate Japan on the appearance and steady 
growth of such an association, 

















THE 7EA DUTP. 
+ 

A telegram from Mr. Hoshi, the Japanese 
inister at Washington, tas reached the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs to the effect that the 
law imposing a duty of ten cents. on tea would 
be enforced from the 13th instant. On the 15th 
instant, the Central Staff of the Tea Merchants’ 
Guild received a telegram from New York that 
the law was signed by the President and would 











1897 it had grown to be a tnghly important 


Google 


come into force on the 14th instant, 











LAWS RESTRICIING THE PRIVI- 
LEGES OF FOREIGNERS IN 
JAPAN, 

Se 

An article in a recent issue of the Hogaku- 
Kyokwai Zasshi enumerates the following laws 
and regulations as limiting the private rights of 
foreigners in Japan :— 

1. Article 11 of the Regulations relating to 
Mortgage and Hypothecation of Land—Notifi- 
cation No. 18 of the sixth year of Mfeiji—pro- 
hibits the sale, mortgage, or hypothecation of 
land to a foreigner, 

2. Notification No. 124 of the 7th year of 
Meijt prohibited for the first time the ssle or 
hypothecation of underground deposits toa 
foreigner. This was followed by Par. 1, Art. 3 
of the Mining Regulations (Law No. 87 of the 
23rd year of Meij1) which provides that no 
person bata Japanese subject is permitted to 
be a miner, or « member of a mining associa- 
lion, ora shareholder in a mining company ; 
and by Par. 1, Art. 1, Law relating to the 
Gathering of Dust Mineral (Law No. 10 of the 
6th year of Afeiiz), wherein collectors of such 
dust, or members of an association or company 
formed for the purpose of gathering mineral 
dust, are limited to Japanese subjecis. 

3. By Art. 1 of the R-gulations relating to 
National Banks (Notification No, 106, dated 
the gth year of Afeiji), Art. 5 of the Regulations 
relating to the Bank of Japan, (Notification 
No. 32 of the 15th year of Meg), and Aut. 5 
of the Regulations telating to ne Yokohama 
Specie Bank (Imperial Ordinance No. 29 of 
the 2oth year of Meiji), it is provided that any 
person, except a foreigner, can establish a 
tional bank, and that no person but a Japan- 
ese is permitted to buy, sell, or ansier a share 
of the Bank of Japan or the Specie Bank. 

4. Act. 6 of the Newspaper Regulations, 
(Imperial Ordinance No. 79, the 2oth year of 
Meizi)—various articles of these Regulations 
have been amended from time to time, but this 
article still remains in force—prohibits a fore- 
igner from becoming the publisher, editor, or 
printer of a Japanese Journal. 

5. Art. 5 of the Law relating to Public Meet- 
ings and Political Associations, (Law No. 14, 
the 2gth year of Afei#1) provides that no person 
except a Japanese subject is permitted to be a 
promoter of a meeting for the delivery of 
political speeches ; and Art, 7 of the same Law 
prohibits any person who is not a Japanese sub- 
ject from speaking at such meetings. 

6. Art. 824, Commercial Code, issued in the 
the 23rd year of Aferjé, provides that ouly ships 
wholly belonging to Japanese subjects or a 
Japanese legal person, shall be regarded on 
Japanese ships and be entitled to. fly the Japa- 
nese flag. Thusa foreigner is prohibited trom 
becoming the owner of a “Japanese ship.” 
The Code is now in course of amendment, but 
the restriction here alluded to will probably be 
found in the new Code, or in some special law. 

7. Par. 1, Art. 11, of the Law relating to 
Bourses (Law No. 5, the 26th year of Afezji) 
prohibits any person but a Japanese subject 
from being a member, shareholder, or broker of 
a bourse, 

8. Art. 2 of the Advocates Law (Law No. 7 
of the same year) provides that no person buta 
Japanese subject can become an Advocate. 

g. Arts, 1,3, and 11 of the Law relating to the 
Encouragement of Navigation (Law No. 15, the 
agth year of Afeyi) provides that a subsidy for 
navigation shall not be granted except to a ves- 
sel belonging to a Japanese subject, or to a 
company whose members are solely Japanese 
subjects ; and that a vessel thus subsidized shall 
not be sold, lent, exchanged, transferred, 
mortgaged or hypothecated to a foreigner. 

10. Art. 1 of the Law relating to the En- 
couragement of Shipbuilding (Law No. 16 of 
the same year) provides that no’ subsidy for 
shipbuilding shall be given except in cases 
where Japanese subjects, or a company whose 
members are solely Japanese subjects, are the 
builders. 

ii, Art. 7 of the Law for the Encouragement 


























of Emigration (Law No. 7o of the same year) 
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provides that no one but a Japanese subject, or 
a company whose members are Japanese sub- 
jects, is permitted to become a manager of 
emigration business. 








AN INDUSTRIAL BANK SCHEME, 
pana Se 

According to the Nichi Nichi the monthfy 
general meeting of financial magazine writers 
was held on the 4th instant at the Kiushiu 
Club, when Mr. Sugiyama, who was specially 
invited to attend, spoke at some length on the 
results of his conference with foreign capitalists 
in regard to the establishment of a Mauufactu- 
rers’ Bank in Japan, He said he consulted last 
year with his friend Mr. Kaneko, now Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce, from whom he re- 
ceived valuable advice on the subject. In Sep- 
tember last he went over to New York, where he 
succeeded in obtaining the hearty approval of 
Messrs, Morning and Zening, the famous capi- 
talists in that city, who agreed to invest a cer- 
tain amount of funds on condition that the 
bonds were sold to them at 95 yen per 100 yen 
face value and at 5 per cent interest. Mr. 
Sugiyama, however, did not accept this offer, 
the rate of interest being too high, as Japan 
could obtain loans from England or Germany 
ata mach lower scale. The reason why she 
was unwilling to appiy for assistance to either of 
latter was that their compliance would neces- 
sarily involve some political influence. After fur 
ther consultation with the New York capitalists, 
it was arranged that the bonds should be bought 
by them at 97 yen or even at par with interest 
at from 3 lo 5 per cent, according as the actual 
condition of the market required. With these 
brilliant prospects Mr. Sugiyama returned to 
Japan at the end of last year. Meanwhile the 
Matsukata Cabinet had resigned office, and he 
found it necessary to submit his scheme to 
Marquis Ito and Count Inouye for considera- 
tion, The programme contemplated by him is 
as follows —(1) The proposed Bank to be 
designated the Imperial Industrial Bank, the 
capital to be supplied by a foreign loan, under 
the guarantee of the Government. (2) The 
gross amount of capital to be above 50 million 
yen, and below 130 millions. Bonds of 109 yen 
face value to be sold for not less than 97 yen, 
with interest below 5 per cent. The term of 
redemption to be above 20 years and below 30 
years, Ihe promoter of the scheme considers 
that the present time furnishes a unique oppor- 
tunity for the organization of an Industrial Bank, 
and desires that steps shall be taken by the 
Government to submit the proposal to the Diet 
for approval. 











RUSSIA'S VIEW OF 7HE PROTOCO!. 
as 





The official view taken in Russia of the 
Rosen-Nishi Protocol is conveyed in the follow- 
ing paragraph, which appeared in the Si, 
Petersburg Oficial Messenger on May 11th. 

“Since the conclusion of the Chino- Japanese 
war the Imperial Government has spared no flort 
to secure the integrity and complete independence 
of the State of Korea, At the outet, when the 
question of placing the financial and military ore 
ganization of the young State on solid bases was 
being considered, it was natural that the latter 
could not do without foreign support. ‘That is 
why in 1896 the Sovereign of Korea addressed 
to the Emperor # pressing request. to send. to 
Sdal Russian military instructors and a financial 
adviser, Owing to the assistance which Russia 
tendered her at the time of need Korea has vow 
entered upon a path where she can manage het 

affairs, even in au administrative respect. 
is circumstance made it possible for Russia 

Japan to proceed to a friendly exchange of 
views to determine in a clear and precise m 
ner the reciprocal relations of the new on 
of affairs created in the Korean Peninsula, 
The pourparlers question led to the cons 
clusion of the subjeined arrangement (ihe Proto 
col, already published in the Fapan Mail) the 
object of which is to complete the Protocol of 
Moscow, and which was signed, in pursuance of 
the Emperor’s command, by our Minister at Tokyo, 
By the essential stipulation of this arrangement, 
the two Governments confirm definitively their 
recognition of the soveieignity and entire inde- 










































bigitized by GO gle 


pendence of the Korean Empire, and at the same 
time pledge themselves mutually to abstain from 
all interference in the internal affairs of that 
In the event of Korea’s needing the 
assistance of one of the two contracting States, 
Russia and Japan pledge themselves to adept no 
measure with regard to Korea without a prelimi 
nary agreement Letween them, 

Diplomatic language is a very useful factor 
in inter-state affairs, and every one accepts its 
euphemisms with a measure of satisfaction. 
But it is really too shockingly inartistic to 
allege, even by implication, that Russian ex- 
perts had anything to do with the feat of redu- 
cing Korean finances to a condition of order. 
These solemn pretences are endurable only 
when they show some reflection of the truth, 
however dim, 











CARRIAGE ACCIDENT, 
pe tes Se 

On Sunday afternoon a rather serious carri- 
age accident happened on the Road, at the 
bottom of Negishi Hill. Mrs. Morse and Mrs. 
Stuart Eldridge were being driven in an open 
victoria, when, passing a landslip near the 
temple steps, the horse bolted, throwing the 
betto from his seat. The carriage passed over 
the man’s body, but, according to his ac 
count, without doing him injury. A gentleman 
on horseback was approaching the carriage, and 
as Mrs. Eldridge bent over to catch the falling 
reins the carriage horse swerved and caught the 
rider’s animal and the equestrian was thrown, 
Mrs, Eldridge being precipitated from the carri- 
age almost at the same moment. The thrown 
rider reports no injury, but Mrs. Eldridge, 
we are sorry lo say, did not escape so lightly, 
her shoulder being seriously hurt, Fortunately 
Dr. Koch, of the L. G. Hospital, happened to 
be close at hand, and he rendered all the as- 
sistance possible, afterwards taking the in 
lady home. Mrs. Morse escaped with nothing 
worse than the fright natural to snch a trying 
occasion, We should mention that a Japanese 
near whose house the accident happened did 
all he could in rendering assistance to Mrs, 
Eldridge. 














ARIMA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE. 
+ 
The announcement of the programme for the 
Summer Conference at Arima has been some- 
what delayed this year. However, the papers 
have all been assigned and the following 
subjects will be brought before the meetings, 
which will take place in August, beginning with 
the 7:h, and concluding on the 14th. 
“The 
enquivers. 
“The Character and Mission of the Prophet 
Jeremiah.” 
“The Place of sing 
work.” 
** Moses iv his intercourse with God.? 
Our Ascended Lord, His present: Work.” 
© The Work of the Holy Spirit as revealed in 
the Book of Acts.” 

Although arrangements have not yet been 
perfected, it is expected that Mr, Geo, C, Need- 
ham, the well-known Evangelist, will be present 
during the meetings of the Conference and it 
is hoped will take part. 











Lord's method of dealing with 


0 Christian Ife and 















THE 10KYO DRAMATIC & MUSICAL 
SOCIETY. 
Sar 
We are informed that the last performance of 
the Tokyo Dramatic aud Musical Society netted 
850 yen, alter paying expenses, The money 
was divided among the following charities :—the 
Gotemba Leper Hospital, the Tsukiji Convent 
Orphanage and the St. Andrew's Orphanage. 











The railway between Manila and Dagupan 
has been cut in eight places, Aguinaldo wrote} 
the manager apologising for the step he was 
Boing to take, but stated it was necessary to do! 
so in order to prevent the increase of food sup- | 
plies of the cily. He did not wish, he said, to} 








bombard the city, but to starve it into submission, 





A correspondent write! “I have just re- 
tumed from a tip to Shoji, and if I only had 
the time I should like to write an account of 
that most lovely part of Japan. To any one 
that has not been there L say, go at once, for I 
think for pure cool air, lovely scenery, beauti- 
ful walks, good Lathing and fishing, combined 
with the comforts of an excellent English hotel, 
there is nothing to beat it in Japan. The only 
trouble is that if you do not make your arrange- 
ments beforehand so as to have horses or kago 
waiting for you at Gotenba and relays at Yo- 
shida, you can not reach Shoji in one day and 
must stop a night at Yoshida, where the 
hotel accommodation is rough, to say the least. 
The road back is easy enough—down the Fuji- 
kawa to Iwabuchi, where one strikes the rail- 
way, passing the fine temples at Minobu; or 
vid Omiya, when Yokohama can be reached in 
a day.” 














CHINESE NOTES. 
—_+ 
The Europeans at Wubu fully expected a 
serious riot on the night of June 6th, bat 
it was prevented, says the WC. Daily News, 
owing to the foresight of the British Consul and 
the Commissioner of Customs in having all 
available rifles ready loaded with ball cartridge 
(some fifty in all), as well as rounds to each in 
reserve and ready for immediate distribution both 
at the Consulate and Custom House, H.B.M.'s 
Consul had also notified the Chinese authorities 
that in the absence of a gunboat the Europeans 
in Wuhu would stand no nonsense whatever, but 
at once if a’tacked fire volley after volley as 
might be required, and there would be no such 
thing as blank catridges in use, The Taotai 
in Wubu, when asked if he would order his 
soldiers to fire with ball on the mob, replied: 
“ Yes, if necessary,” but those in Wuhu affirm 
most positively that none of the soldiers would 
obey such an order, and the people, knowing it 
to be “ play pidgin,” would not stop their loot- 
ing. 


Wei-hai-wei is to be as strictly administered 
as any other British possession. A Chinese who 
had opened a place for selling vile native 
spirits, with its usual accompaniments in Chin- 
ese Ports, was turned off the island. The next 
morning bright and early he was found back 
again, As his expulsion had been made as 
public as possible it was felt, says the J.-C, 
Daily News, that something that would impress 
the popular mind must be attempted. And to 
somebody or other, probably Lieutenant Grant 
of the Narcissus, acting Governor of the island, 
came the inspiration to cut off the man’s tail, 
The representative of British Power, in co-opera- 
tion with the Chinese Commissioners, court- 
martialled the offender; sentence was passed, 
and the unbappy wretch left the island minus 
his pig-tail. It made a deep impression on the 
people generally, more so than fine or im. 
prisonment would ever have done. It probably 
will soon be known and spoken of for miles 
around. 

The Zsai-li, or Total Abstainers from Intoxi- 
cants and Narcotics, a very powerful Man- 
churian sect, practically identical with the 
so-called Kalao Hui, are gathering in bands 
and defying petty local authorities, They are 
the anti-foreign element in Manchuria, 

















A gunpowder explosion took place on the 
river side at Wuhu on the 6th June, It seems 
some Chinese belonging to four boats laden 
with kerosene oil and straw were smoking on 
the top of this dangerous cargo when a terrific 
explosion took place, portions of the cargo and 
boats going up over 200 to 250 feet in the air, 
and flames sprang out on all sides, setting fire 
to six or eight straw houses, killing two persons, 
and wounding four others. It was found that 
about one and a-half piculs of coarse gu 
powder had been smuggled into the boat and 
laid under the oil, 





It_is reporied in native official circles that 
the Emperor wore the French decoration pre- 
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sented his Majesty not long ago by M. Hano- 
taux, at the recent audience granted to M. 
Pichon, the new French Minister to Peking, 
It appears to have been a spontaneous act on 
the part of his Majesty, for when Prince Ching 
was informed ot his imperial master’s desite to 
wear the decoration, the Prince strongly advi 
sed his Majesty against taking a step opposed 
to the ancient etiquette of the Chinese Court, 
Apparently not satisfied with Prince Ching’s 
reply, his Majesty next asked the ex-Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang what he thought of the matter. 
“Although there is nothing in our Court 
etiquette sanclioning the wearing of foreign 
decorations by the Emperor,” replied the di- 
plomatic Li, “yet your Majesty is your own 
master and can do whatever pleases your Ma- 
jesty in the matter.” The resalt was that the 
Emperor had his way and wore the French 
decoration, 





A correspondent of a Hongkong journal has 
been again preferring against the Japanese 
soldiers in Formosa accusations of * indiscrimi 
nate and savage butchery of helpless women 
and children.” The charge is avowedly based 
on the alleged deaths of two women and four 
children during the capture of a village where 
a party of rebels were defending themselves 
against the Japanese, The facis are sufficiently 
insignificant to condemn the accusations but 
another correspondent has thought it worth 
while to give details of the operations which the 
Japanese were obliged to undertake against the 
rebels in April, and has denounced the injustice 
committed by the former correspondent, 








Two most important contracts, were signed 
says the W.-C. Daily News, at the Tsungli Ya- 
mén during the past few days. Both were first 
reported by the Yamen to the Throne in separate 
memorials and afterwards approved by Imperial 
decree. The first of these was a contract with 
the Russo-Chinese Bink for a railway one- 
handred and forty miles long from Taiyuan fu, 
the Capital of Shansi province, to Chengtingfu, 
in the province of Chihli, the first large city 
south of Paotingfu, on the trunk line known as 
the Lu-Han, now under construction. The 
second and by far the more important is granted 
to M, Luzatti, agent of the Anglo-Italian Syndi- 
cate, for working coal, iron, and petroleum 
throughout Central and Southern Shansi with 
the privilege of building railways and cutting to 
join trunk lines or navigable rivers. This con- 
tract is for a period of sixty years, during which 
the control is entirely vested in the Anglo- 
Ttalian syndicate. As experts have long since 
pronounced Shansi the banner province of 
China for iron and coal it can readily be seen 
that this is by long odds the greatest indusirial 
concession ever made by China. . The result of 
the workings of this plan to a completion will 
be vasily beneficial to the Empire and certainly 
profitable to the syndicate. As more than six- 
tenths of the capital of this syndicate is re- 
presented by English Girms of prominence, and 
the engineers and staff generally are to consist 
of Englishmen and Americans, it is certain that 
ability and energy will combine to make Shansi 
a great mining and manufacturing cenue. The 
Kobe Chronicle of some time in October last 
had a long article by a Russian traveller descri- 
bing the wonderful minersl wealth of Southern 
and Central Shansi and urging that this should 
be developed under foreign auspices. It seems 
that the Chinese have atlast been brought to 
realise this and have entrusted the matter to 
Chevalier Luzatti’s syndicate. 

















A general uprising of the Black fag regi- 
ments of General Lin Yung-fa occurred on the 
afternoon of the 6h instant, at Canton. It 
transpires that no proper provision had been 
made by the military secretariat of the Viceroy 
of the Two Kuang provinces, to feed the 3,000 
extra Black flags recruited by their General in 
Koangsi and the Annamese border towns, at 
the request of Viceroy T‘an, immediately after 
it became known that the Germans had seized 
Kiaochou Bay; and General Lin Yung-fu had 
to go on as best he could feeding 5,000 men 
with the rations allowed lo 2,coo, At length, 
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losing patience, the men rose and plundered all 

he rice shops and banks in the suburbs in the 
vicinity of their camps. Canton is naw in a 
state of siege, and unless the demande of the 
Black-flags are at once conceded by the high 
authorities of the city, it is feared that the band 
of Kolao Hui and members of the “Triad” 
Society will also rise up in arms and so cause 
a still more serious rebellion, 


The Peking correspondent of the W.-C. 
Daily News writes :— 

A telegiam received in Peking the day before 
yesterday (May 27th) from A. W. Bash stated 
that the Carey-Washburn syndicate had signed 
contracts in Washington with the Chinese 
Minister, Wu Ting-fang, to constrnct three sail 
ways, vi: The Haukow-Canton, The Lu-Han, 
and another, he first of the toads has doubtless 


























been given to this syndicate, but there must be 
some inistake about the Lu Han, as T understand 
on good authority that King Leopold himself 
telegraphed H.E. Li Hung chang, that the 


Belgians would build the Lu-ltan and furnish the 
capital, if not required by Shéng Taotai to com- 
mence simultaneously from both ends of the line. 
HE. Shéng has been holding out for this, as he is 
very aux thatthe road should be completed 
» three years, Bash, however, is coming out 
again, but in what capacity we are unable to say. 











Hongkong’s impatience had almost reached 
the point of effervescence when the acquisition 
of the 200 square-mile extension on Kowloon 
peninsula became an accomplished fact. The 
colonists were beginning to think that they were 
to be left out in the cold, and Lord Salisbury 
was coming in for the wonted shower of com- 
pliments—" when were his instmctions ever 
peremptory?” Was he not evidently still 
haunted by ‘ the bogey of the Yellow Terror?” 
“He should give Sir Clande MacDonald a free 
hand for a few days and suspend telegraphic 
communication meanwhile.” Unless the desired 
territory were obtained “ within the next few 
days, a mass meeting of indignant colonists 
should be held,” and so forth and so on. How 
sorry these agitators must feel now that they 
did not wait a little longer before airing their 
impatience. 








GERMAN NOTES. 
eens ae = 

Three weeks after the outbreak of hostilities 
between the United States and Spain, a rumour 
was industriously circulated in Europe that the 
Emperor of Germany had expressed to the 
United States Ambassador in Berlin his regret 
that misconceptions about German sentiment 
should prevail in America. The rnmour was 
officially contradicted very soon after its first 
appearance in the public prints, A declaration 
was made by the Vorih-German Gaselte that 
Germany had no idea except to preserve strict 
and loyal neutrality, but the semi-official organ 
added that “the policy of the Emperor might 
claim to be trusted not to suffer the friendship 
of a hundred years with a State in which mil- 
lions of Germans had tound a home to be dis- 
lurbed without imperative reasons,” 











Germany seems likely to feel the effects of 
the Hispano-American war very severely. She 
has large interests in Manila, whither four war- 
ships have been sent for purposes of protec- 
tion, though there is, of course, no idea of inter- 
vention, The programme is to await tle end 
of the war, then demand indemnification for any 
losses sustained. We can not find any forecast, 
however, asto the source whence payment imay 
be expected. Ofcourse German export houses 
are suffering greatly owing to the cessation of 
orders from the United States, They are said 
to have already found a difference of several 
millions of marks in their accounts, War is 
most as bad for outside countrics now-a-days 
as for the belligerents themselves, 











Herr Wolf, who recently visited Kiao-chou 
and the adjacent territory, reporte very favour- 
ably on the climate, the soil, and the quality of 
the harbour, as well as on the prospect of trade 
with the hinterland and the opportunities for 
coal-mining. |But he condemns the kind of 
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administration that has been established, and 
would substiinte a military governor for ad- 
miralty control. His opinion is that the local 
situation at present is most unsatisfactory, and 
that the spirit of commercial enterprise and the 
interest of German capitalisis in the newly 
acquired territory are in canger of rapid decline, 








An obituary notice of the German Reichstag, 
which expired last month after a life of five 
years, and an epitome of the Emperor's speech’ 
reviewing its legislative labours, are thns 
compiled by the Berlin correspondent of Z'he 
Times, writing under date of May 1 

No Griman Reichstag has been the subject of 
stronger invective and more bitter attack than 
that whose existence cameto anend to-day. Is 
reception of the Anti Revolution Bill and ils te= 
fusal to congratulate Prince Bismarck on his 75th 
bisthday exposed it to the charges of want of 




















patriotism and of base ingratitude, and these 
charges were frequently levelled against it hy ine 
fluential classes in Prussia, and even from the 








highest quarters. Suddenly, as by an enchanter’s 
wand, all this gloomy outlook was transformed, 
The Navy Bull was tiumphanily passed during 
the present Session. The acquisition of Kiaow 
chau was welcomed by practically all politicians, 
and it was immediately discovered that this Reich - 
stag, which had been the subject of such sustained 
invective, could show as builli: a tecord of 
atduous work and of successful legislative achieve- 
ment as any of its predecessors. 

It was in this spirit of cordial appreciation that 
the Speech from the Throne read by the Emperor 
to-day had been composed. © The legislative 
period has been fruitful in successful measures 
of legislation, which will permanently contribute 
tothe might and-pro-perily of the Fatherland? 
“Your persevering latiours, which have been 









































temittingly directed to an exalted aim, were 
successful in bringing to a conclusion the great 
work of a common Civil Code for the German 





tation—a precious possessie 
been privileged to attain du 
thousand years.” To like nm 
had unified the military judicial procedure of the 
German Empire by a measuve “which is equally 
in accordance with modern conceptions of justice 
and with the demands of disci By voting 
the necessary amount for strengthening the army 
“the Reichstag anent claim to 
gratitude for its services in promoting the peaceful 
seciwity of the Empire.” In tecognizing the 
significance of the Navy Bill for our economic 
development and for the strengthening of our 
maritime defences, the Reichstag las aided in a 
work which will meet with the gratefui recognition 
of posterity.” Such were the complimentary 
phrases in which the Emperor expressed his un- 
grudging acknowledgment of the Patliamentary 
achievements of the last five years, 

Moreover, the political and economic condi- 
tion of all interests and. classes in the country. 
were teviewed in the rosiest light, “The finan. 
cial situation of the Empire, in accordance with 
the prosperous development of its economic 
condition, has entered upon a phase of 
markable prosperity.” Although the financial 
telations of the separate States to the Empire 
had wot yet been regulated in the systematic 
manner at which the Government had a 
and although the only increase in taxatios 
been that which affected she Imperial stamp 
duties, “ithad been possible in recent years to 
confine the matricular contributions of the several 
States within the limits of that portion af the 
revenue derived from taxation which the Empire 
annually handed over to these States. Besid: 
this, material amounts deived from surpluses 
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ga history of a 
inet the Reichstag 






















































have been applied to the amortization of the 
Tuperial Debt? References to the ratification of 
the new Washington treaties of the Postal 


Union, to the improvement of the telegraph and 
telephone services throughout the Empire, and ta 
the law for the organization of handicrafts were 
followed by au acknowled, creased 
subsidies voted for the mail steamship lines to 
Kast Asia, This fresh subvention had contiitut- 
ed. to facilitate our commun with coun- 

hh have acquired a i 
e as matkets for our 
position in these countries 

















and our 
1 the point of view 
of commercial policy has thus been strengthened.” 

The Speech next passed to the subject of foreign 


affairs. “The peace-loving character of my 
foreign policy, which is far from involving any 
infiingement of the tights of others, but which 
will always champion with emphasis the protece 
tion of menaced German interests, finds expression 
in the good telations which prevail, to my satis- 
faction, between the German Empie and all 
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Powers. In_ view of the war between Spain and 
the United States of Ainesica, Tregard it as the 
task of my Government entively to fulfil towards 
both parties the duties of our neutral position ow 
the one hand, “and on the other to use its 
wfluence to secure as far as possible the exemp- 
Lion of German cominerce from interference and 
from injury. ‘The action which I found myselt 
compelled to take in sending a portion of my fleet 
to Kiao-chou in order to demand just tepatation 
for the blood uf German missionaries which had 
been shed placed me in a position to bring to ful- 
filment the long-cherished and most legitimate 
desire to possess a base in East Asia which should 
be capabie of commercial development and which 
should, at the same time, be secure from the 
pilitary point of view. The object was achieved 
1 the way of friendly agreement with China and 
without disturbing out relations with other States.” 
After a reference to the success of the German 
Government in bringing about a settlement of the 
Greek finances so as to secure to the greatest 
extent obtainable the rights of German and all 
other creditors, the Speech sketched the lines of 
Imperial policy for the future in the following 
In common with my exalted federal 
allies, it will continue to be my earnest endeavour 
to promote the economic development of the 
Empire ; in particular, to alleviate more and more 
the depression under which agriculture finds that 
the success of its labours is’ impaired; and to 
secure and extend fur industry, commerce, and 
shipping the basis of their peaceful activity, In 
so doing it is my belief that 1 am most effectively 
providing a masleet for the Labour of the working. 
Clarses and promoting their increasing prosperity.” 

he anticipated reference to Social Democ- 
racy was not contained in the Speech unless it 
may be discovered in the penultimate paragraph 
which was ay follows :—' 
with the German people, which is resolved to 
support the Federated Government in the achieves 
ment of this object aud to maintain the foundations 
of onc national life in its political, ecclesiastical, 
and civil aspects. luspired by this firm conviction 
T trast to God that it may be vouchsafed me to 
increase the suength ofour Fatherland at home 
and to uphold the prestige of its name among the 
nations of the earth,” 

The most striking omission in this Speech is the 
absence of all reference to the important Weaties 
of commerce with Austria, Russia, and other 
Powers, which were concluded during the last 
legislative period and satified by the Reichstag 
The omission of any reference to the neces- 
sity “of a combination among political parties 
against the Socialists was, of course, sirongly 
condemned by the Bismarckians and their many 
fellow-thinkers, bat it is well understood that so 
long as Prince Hohenlohe is Chancellor a fresh 
legislative campaign against the Socialists is 
\most unlikely. 















































T know that [an at one 























England has been credited by Russian jour- 
nals with a suggestion that it would be well to 
make Europe independent of the United States 
the matter of grain supplies by establishing 
State granaries. Of course England never made 
any such suggestion, and equally as a matter 
of course the idea emanated from Russia herseif, 
which, being the greatest grain-producing 
country in Europe, would profit most by such 
an arrangement, The news was received with 
special interest in Germany, where the agrarian 
problem has of late occupied such alarge share 
of public attention, German newspapers sug- 
gested that Russia would do well to begin her 
charity at home by relieving the crying need of 
the sections of her empire which are threatened 
with famine instead of promoting the export of 
Russian grain. 

















Speaking of agrarianism in Germany, siu- 
dents of the times appear to think that it has 
entered a period of decline. The people do not 
love a cause which tends to raise the price of 
their loaf, and agrarianism has come to be 
connected with the present high prices of wheat 
and rye, Aspecial cause of complaint against 
the agrarians is the working of the Bourse Law. 
They are directly responsible for that piece of 
legislation, and one of its results has been to 
abolish the Berlin produce exchange, thus 
depriving the public of any means of obtaining 
trustworthy quotations of the prices of cereals. 
Bat the general charge is that the measures 
which the Government was induced to take at 
the instance of the agrarians are largely account- 
able for the scarcity of grain in Genmany, An’ 


example of the working of one of the objection- 
able measures is thus set forth by a home 
journal :—“ The Minister of Public Works in- 
stituted at the beginning of the present year 
preferential railway tariffs for the export of 
German grain to Austria. Thus, for example, 
grain sent to Zittan from Danzig is charged at 
the rate of 276 marks per wagon; but if its 
destination is 26 kilom2tres further, to Reichen- 
berg across the Bohemian frontier, the freight 
is only 190 marks per wagon. The result is 
that by the action of the German Government 
the scarcity of grain in Austria is mitigated, 
while in Germany it is increased.” 





The Emperor of Germany is unquestionably 
one of the most practical Christians of the nine- 
teenth century, We are tempted at times to 
conclude that he believes in the doctrine of 
apotheosis, at any rate as applied to his grand- 
father, On May 6th, His Majesty gave a grand 
banquet in the White Hall of the Castle to about 
200 inembers of the Reichstag, and in a speech 
relerring to the resolution to erect a monument 
to his father, he expressed the wish that “like 
the great Emperor, every man, whoever he 
might be, of high or low degree, or whatever 
faith he might profess, would in everything that 
lay to his hand in the work which he contem- 
plated doing this year have such a conception 
of his task that when in the future he appeared 
before his God, before his old Emperor, he 
might with a good conscience be able to answer 
“Yea? to the question whether he bad worked 
with all his heart for the welfare of the Empire.” 
It is impossible to read these words without 
concluding that the speaker intended to suggest 
a second occupant of the Throne of Judgment, 
so far, at least, as the spirits of departed Ger- 
mans are concerned. 





Some surprise and a good deal of curiosity 
were caused by Germany's omission to issue 
any formal declaration of neutrality in connexion 
with the Hispano-American War. The ex- 
planation now given is that, according to the 
view always held by the German Government, 
“Powers which donot take part in a war are 
under no obligation to make a formal announce- 
ment of their neutrality, but are none the less 
bound to fulfil the duties of neutrals where they 
claim the rights attaching to their positions as 
such.” Our readers will probably think, as we 
do, that so far as the form of this explanation 
is concerned, it might have come from Ireland 
with more propriety than from Germany. 
However, the fact remains that Germany did 
not publish any declaration of neutrality in 
connexion with the wars between Russia and 
Turkey, France and China, Japan and China, 
or Turkey and Greece, though she nevertheless 
observed strictly the obligations devolving on a 
neutral. It seems a pity that Germany’s policy 
in this matter is not better understood by her 
own journalists, for several of them have been 
claiming recently that by not issuing a declara- 
uon of neutrality she occupies a more favourable 
position than other Powers, and can intervene 
al the proper moment between the combatants 
or during the negotiations for peace, as she did 
in the case of Japan and the Liaotung Peninsula. 


The German Foreign Secretary, in reporting 
to the Reichstag the result of the Kiao-chou 
negotiations, said that ihe portions of the Treaty 
relating to railway and mining concessions 
were confidential, ‘These portions have, how 
ever, been published by the China Gaselle:— 
The second important concession by China to 
Germany is 
THK RAILWAY AND MINING CONCESSION, 
the principal provisions of which ate as follows: 
The Chinese Government sanctions the con. 
struction by Germany of two lines of railway iv 
ig. The first will run from Kiaochow aud 
uto the boundary of Shar province 
lsien, Tsinchow, Pashan, Tsechuen, and 
The second i connect Kiaochow 
with Chinchaw, whence an extension will be 























structed to Tainan through Laiwu-bsien, The 
constuction of this extension shall not be began | 
woul the first part of the line, the main line, is} 


completed, in order to give the Chinese au op- 


vantageous manner with their own railway system, 
What places the line from Toinan-fu to the pro- 
vincial boundary shall take in en route is to be 
determined hereafter. 

II. In order to catry out the above-mentioned 
railway worke a Chino-Geeman company shall be 
formed, with branches at whatever places may be 
necessary, and in this Company both German 
and Chinese subjects shall be at liberty to invest 
money if they so choose, and appoint directors for 
the management of the undertaking. 

IIL All arrangements in connection with the 
works specified shall be determined by a future 
conference of German and Chinese tepresenta- 
tives. The Chinese Government shall afford every 
facility and protection and extend every welcome 
to representatives of the German Railway Co 
pany operating in Chinese territory. Profits de- 
tived from the working of these railways shall be 
justly divided pro rata between the shareholders 
without tegard to nationality, The object of con. 
stiucting these lines is solely the development of 
comme: In inauguating a railway system i 
Shantung Germany entertains no treacherous in. 
tention towards China, and undertakes not to 
unlawfully seize any land in the province. 
IV. The Chinese Government shall allow Ger- 
an subjects to hold and develop mining property 
for adistance of 30 li from each side of these rail- 
ways and along the whole extent of the lines. The 
following places where mining operations may be 
cartied on ate paticulatly specified along the 
northern tailway from Kiaochow to Tsinan, Weih- 
sien, Pa-shau-hsien, and various other points; and 
along the Southern Kiaochow-Tsinan Chinchow 
line, Chinchow fu, Luiwuhsien, ete, Chinese capi- 
tal may be invested in these operations and ar 

ygements for canying on the work shall here: 
be made by a jaint conference of Chinese and 
All German. subjects 
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German sepresentatives. 
engaged in such works in Chinese tevsitory shall 





be properly protected and welcomed by the Chinese 
authorities and all profits derived shall be fairly 
divided between Chinese and German shatehold 
ers according to the extent of the interest they 
hold in the widertakings. In tying to develop 
mining property in China, Germany is actuated 
by no treacherous motives against this country, 
but seeks alone to increase commeice and improve 
the relations between the two countries. 
OTHER CONCESSIONS TO GERMANY. 

If at any time the Chinese should form schemes 
for the development of Shantung for the executic 
of which it is necessary to obtain foreign capital, 
the Chinese Government, or whatever Chinese may 
be interested in such schemes, shall, in the firstine 
stance, apply to German capitalists. Application 
shall also be made to German mauulacturers for 
the necessary machinery and materials before the 
manufacturers of any other Puwet ate approached. 
Should German capitalists or manufacturers de- 
cline to take up the business the Chinese shall 
then be at liberty to obtain money aud materials 
from sources of other nationality than Germ: 
We do not vouch for the correctness of the 
above version, but if it be correct, ils final pro- 
visions are in tinct contravention of the 
most-favoured-nation rights of other States. 
Preferential privileges are secured to German 
capitalists and German manufacturers with re- 
gard to the material development of Shantung, 
whereas, according to the most-favoured-nation 
clause, China is bound to grant equal privileges 
to all. 












































“NOTES sBOUT FRENCH AFFAIRS. 
—— + 

The great Socialist leader, M. Jaure's having 
decided not to risk probable defeat by submit- 
ting to the test of a second ballot at the general 
elections, has covered his retirement from Par- 
liamentary life by waiting a letter evidently in- 
tended to summon for public intimidation a 
vague spectre of coming uurest and proletariat 
vicioty. He admits indirectly, however, that 
without education the Socialists are virtually 
powerless, and inasmuch as the tendency of 
education is to teach that if one section of the 
people has rights the other also has duties, the 
Socialist leader's ambition to make his followers 
better instructed does not suggest very alarming 
tesults. ‘A proletariat armed by science for 
action "—to use his own words—may mean a 
mob provided with nitro-glycerine and infernal 
machines, and when M. Jaure’s, almost in the 
same breath, speaks of “ihe noble elementary 
instincts of the people” we are by no means 
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prophetic gaze is not one of savagery and ‘red 
ruin.” However, it is a wholesome sign that 
such demagogues—especially when, like M. 
Jaute’s, they possess splendid eloquence and 
subile powers of seduction—should find the 
French constituencies turning against them, 


The Times correspondent at Paris sums up 
the lesson taught by the recent elections thus— 
he wrote, of course, before the second ballots 
were cast, but his remarks are none the less 
pregnant — 

‘The elections show everywhere, and those of 
Sunday week will simply emphasize the fact, that 
France las but one wisli—to be allowed to attend 
Uanquilly to her own affairs, that she feels neither 
hatred nor anger, and that she regards aseless 
enthusiasm with perfect indifference, But this 
indifference is, perhaps, alter all, only the sign of 
a passing weariness, The cri hh makes 
it possible for the reader to judge for himself 
whether the present Cabinet has obtained a teal 
success is this, If, when the Chamber meets, 
M. Buisson is again chosen President it may be 
said that M. Méline bas really been beaten, 
whereas if it elects M. Ribot, M, Poincaré, M. 
Dectais, M. Paul Deschanel, in spite of his youth, 
or M, Dupuy, M. Métine will be free to retain 
office as long as possible, He has sufficient 
ability and authority to succeed in this, 








The same authority writes in a still more in- 
teresting strain on the inferences suggested by 
the elections with regard to political sentiment 
in France :— 

What these elections prove is that universal sul- 
feage in this country, far from obe a general 
impression, expresses itself in obedience solely to 
local considerations and under the influence of 
purely individual action, . . . The same 
phenomenon is to be seen throughout France. 
There are no signs of any endeavour to vote on 
questions of general policy, or on anything re 
sembling 4 definite political programme. It 1s out 
of the question, therefore, todiaw any special con 
clusions as to general policy from yesterday's 




















polls. It is the clecher, as they say here, which 
throws its shadow over all, Merely local likes or 
dislikes determine results. It may, however, be 


said to the honour of France that ‘the policy of 
raceshatied and false accusations has not found 
encouragem In Algeria alone, that land 
where ail the unruly members of society have 
taken refuge, tiot, pillage, and even assassination 
prepared men to use voling papers as cartridges 
for eventually civil war, In shot, whatever 
majusity the Cabinet nay command at the open- 
ingg of the Chamber will remain faithful to it only 
ay long as small reforms are proposed, The 
tnajority will break up the moment the Cabinet 
attempts to undertake one of those comprehensive 
measures which save a Ministry and a Legislature 
from oblivion, 




















It was remarked in connexion with the ad- 
dresses of candidates to constituencies in France 
that the old co:flict of constitutional principles 
had ceased to furnish leading topics, and that 
the controversies of the moment were every: 
where given prominence, - Except in cases so 
rare as (0 emphasise the general rule, all the 
opponents of republicanism had put their prin- 
ciples on the shelf and turned to subjects of 
greater practical and more immediate interest, 
There was apparent, also, an inclination to- 
wards religious toleration. What the supporters 
of the present Cabinet and the Republicans 
chiefly opposed was an income-tax—which is 
thought likely to prove a Socialistic weapon— 
and any revision of the Constitution tending to 
impair the powers of the Senate, which has 
come to be regarded as the chief guarantee of 
peace and order. With regard to tie Opposi- 
tion, on the other hand, its characier is admira- 
bly summed up in the following :— 

As to the Opposition, not to speak of the 
Royalists and Bonapartists, they comprise Radi- 
cals, Socialists, Collectivists, and Revolutionists 
of every stamp- There are the ex-Boulangists, 
styling themselves Nationalists, who have ticolour 
posters exclusively, and cl a monopoly of 
patriotism, ‘They are the most dangerous faction, 
for they would continue to make France # hotbed 
of distrust and delusion until, exhansied and ex- 
asperated, she flung herself into the arms of the 
first adventurer, They appeal to racial and te- 
i mosities, M. Drumont standing as their 
Igiers, and they trade upon the Deeyfus 
and Zola case to get themselves elec 
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as debasing the national character, and their per 
sonalities give the elections a tinge of hatued and 
calumny-at which honest men of all parties blush, 
If this coalition of Extremists of the Right and 
Left, of Socialists, ex-Bonlangists, and fomenters 
of disorder obtained a majority, the prosperity and 
even the security of France would be in jeopardy. 
But, happily, the past shows us that France has 
au instinctive sense of safety and thwarts the 
intrigues of deceivers. 


The remarkably sensitive nature of French 
opinion with regard to the Dreyfus affair is 
illustrated by a report recently circulated to the 
effect that the General Staff were in possession 
of a photograph showing ex-Colonel Picquart 
walking arm:in-arm at Carlsruhe with the 
German Military attaché at Paris, Colonel von 
Schwarzkoppen. Why on earth the two 
officers should not walk arm-in-arm if they are 
friends, it is difficult for Englishmen to con- 
ceive, but a French Senator nevertheless thought 
it necessary to write to the President of the 
Council warning him that be should question 
him as to the existence of the photograph when 
the Senate met, We do not yet know how the 
incident terminated. 








THE UNIVERSI1Y OF CHICAGO. 
ETS PRES 
(Written For THE “Japan Marz.”) 

‘This American institution of learning has 
two histories ; that of the old and that of the 
new. The ‘ University”, as it may convenien- 
tly be called, was founded in the fifties through 
the beneficence of Senator Stephen H, Douglas, 
Lincoln’s great political rival, and lived till 
1886, when it expired in bankruptcy. But, 
although this first epoch was marked by finan. 
cial troubles, it was a period of success in edu. 
cational work, Famous scholars and teachers 
filled the professorial chairs; an excellent 
education and training were obtained there, 
and the standard and the rank of the institu. 
tion were both high. It was one of those 
“small colleges,” with which America abounds, 
which have done and are still doing a very 
important educational work. The alumni and 
the alumnee of those days went forth will 
equipped, and have filled respousible positions 
in the world. 

The so-called “new University” was es- 
tablished in 1891 by the munificence of the 
Standard Oil magnate, John D. Rockefeller, 
who has thus far contributed several million 
dollars, and whose gifts, together with the do- 
nations of others, have put the institution on a 
strong financial basis, With such good mone- 
tory packing, the University of Chicago has 
been able to procure the best in every way. 

In the first place, it is well located in the 
great city of Chicago, with all the advantages 
which that fact includes, in the way of libraries, 
museums, lectures, churches, etc. It is not in 
the heart of that city, nor too remote from the 
centre; but is pleasanily situated near iwo 
beautiful parks and uot far from the shore of 
Lake Michigan, It possesses fine modern 
buildings :—several domitories, for both sexes ; 
several recilation buildings, each specially fined 
up for one department, and including an ex- 
cellent museum as well as laboratories. It has 
also its own general library, besides special 
departmental libraries. 

The “new University” was opened Oct. 1, 
1892, and in June, 1893. granted its first degree 
(Ph. D) to Eiji Asada, now a teacher in both 
the Aoyama Gakuin and the Foreign Language 
School connected with the Higher Commercial 
School. Moreover, among the first persons 
called to its faculty were two Japanese, who are 
still serving in that institution. Massuo Ikuta, 
Ph.D, a graduate of the Imperial University, 
and later a student in Germany, is an Instrac. 
tor in Chemistry; and Sho Watase, Ph.D, a 
graduate of the Sapporo Agricultural College, 
and later a student in America, is an Assistant 
Professor of Cellular Biology. I do not know 
of any other American institutions where two 
Japanese are regularly accredited members of 
the faculty, These facts and many other which 
might 7 cited are significant of the cosmopa- 
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under the Presidency of that profound scholar 
and strong executive, Wm. R. Harper, Pb.D., 
LL.D. It is his fixed purpose to spare no 
pains or expense in getting the best men to fill 
every position, 

There are many “ special features,” of which 
only two or three will be mentioned here, One 
of the most convenient arrangements is (hat of 
the calendar. The solar year is divided into four 
quarlers of 12 weeks each, with a vacation of 
one week between every two quarters ; and each 
quarter is divided into two terms of six weeks 
each. It may thus be seen that there is a 
summer quarter during which work is carried 
on just the same as during other quarters. This 
is the first arrangement of such a kind in an 
American university, perhaps in any university, 
There have been “summer schools” in many 
places, but these have not afforded the full op- 
portunities of regular university work, 

Moreover, the courses of study offered are 
arranged by quarters, in some cases even by 
terms, so that a student may, if necessary, study 
one quarter or one term, be absent the next 
quarter or term, and then return to take up his 
work just where he left it off; in other 





~~ | words, a student may take a vacation according 


to his own convenience, and receive credit for 
just what he has done. This flexible arrange- 
ment is especially beneficial to those who may 
not have the means to pursue a course con- 
secutively, but must occasionally break off study 
to earn money. And the summer quarter is 
particularly convenient, for instance, to school 
teachers, who can pursue regular college work 
during their own vacation. (The summer quar- 
ter of 1897 was altended by 1,285 students.) 
Another special feature of the University of 
Chicago is found in the system of major” and 
“minor” studies, Eath student is expected to 
have about 15 hours per week, or 3 hours per 
day, of class-room work ; and these hours are 











Greer of the University of Chicago, 


generally devoted to only two branches in the 
proportion of two to one. For instance, during 
one term a sindent may have two hours per day 
in Latin and one hour per day in algebra; so 
that the former is called a “major” and the 
latter is called a ‘‘ minor.” The next term, 
however, the condition may be reversed or 
the branches changed. In any case, no 
student is allowed, as in Japanese schools, 
to scatter his powers, and dissipate his men- 
tal energy, over a great many different 
branches; but he is obliged to concentrate his 
attention on one branch, wilh a minor study to 
break the monotony and prevent narrowness. 
This, I may say from experience, is one of the 
most successful features of the University of 
Chicago, 

As I do not wish to occupy too much of this 
valuable space, I can only refer briefly to the 
unusual opportunities for hearing special lec- 
tures by emivent men and for pursuing special 
study ; to the publication of magazines, twelve 
in all, and of books and pamphlets setting forth 
the results of original investigation and research ; 
to the system of scholarships and fellowships, 
awarded by competitive examination; to the 
fact that there are thirty different departments, 
each well equipped with a corps of specialists 
as teachers, of whom 250 or more hold the 
degree of Ph.D. This, the youngest of the 
great universities of the United States, is already 
second to none, 

These are a few points about the institution, 
which will hereafter give entrance examination 
annually in Tokyo. In Chicago students are 
admitted by examinations and are granted de- 
grees every quarter ; but here there is, of course, 
no necessity for more than a yearly examin 
tion, This year the examination will probably 
be given in September, but hereafter in June, 
The examiners will be pleased to give any f 
ther information, either in writing or in print, 
or by word of mouth. Dr. Eiji Asada may be 
addressed at 30 Oban-machi, Yotsuya ; and 43 
Tsukiji is the address of the undersigned. It is 
certainly a maiter of congratulation to Japan 
that Tokyo is the first foreign city selected by 
the authorities of the University of Chicago as 
a desirable plage inowhich to hold its entrance 
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NEWS OF 1HE WEER. 





Changkai, the Captain’s boy on the steamer 
Columbia, was convicted in the British Con- 
sular Court, Kobe, on Saturday, of an aggravat- 
ed assault upon Mr. H. Howard, the ship's 
steward, and sentenced to six week's imprison- 
ment. 

One or two changes that will interest Far 
Eastern residents have just taken place in the 
London office of the P. and O. Company. Mr. 
H. H. Joseph, the Secretary, hes been appointed 
an Assistant Manager, and his postas Secretary 
is filled by Mr. Johnson, also a former China 
hand. 

On the night of the 14th inst., asthe train from 
Kanazawa was approaching Osaka, a robber 
presented a revolver atthe passengers in the 
first carriage, numbering six persons, and 
threatened them. He finally selected a bag 
belonging to one of the passengers, and escap- 
ed through the window before the train stopped. 























The Dutch steamer Smit (Captain Karst) 
has been totally lost on her voyage from New- 
chwang to Yokohama with a cargo of beans. 
‘The Amit was a steamer of 822 tons built in 
Holland in 1884, and bad been trading be- 
tween Chinese and Japanese ports for the past 
two years, The crew were saved. 


Peter Bonnevie, who had been serving a 
month’s sentence for asvault on the mate of the 
May Flint, at Kobe when remonstrated with by 
the captain for not immediately reporting himsel! 
on his discharge from prison, lost his temper 
and brandished a revolver. He then jumped 
nto a sampan and endeavoured to getaway, but 
wus secured and placed in irons. The Ameri- 
can Consul is now investigating the matter, 











The Northern Pacific liner Columbia left 
Kobe on Sunday evening bound for Portland, 
Oregon. She carried 3,500 tons of tea from 
Kobe, occupying 3.850 ions space measure- 
ment. The Kobe tferald says every available 
nook was utilized for cargo, the fittings of 
the cabins being landed in order to provide 
additional space. The two saloon bathrooms 
were filled with the samples, and even some of 
the forecastle and bunker space was turued to 
account. 

H.MS. Swiff arrived at Hongkong from 
Manila on June 6th. She reported that Admi- 
ral Dewey had given permission for the with: 
drawal of the steamers and other vessels from 
the River Pasig. These craft are now along 
side the inen-of-war at Cavite, and before any 
bombardment occurs the British and other 
foreign residents will be moved tothem, Fight. 
ing was going on daily between the rebels and 
the S. aniards, and for two days, commencing 
on the afternoon of the 31st May, a big battle 
was fought, The result was not known when 
the Swift left, but the rebels are reported to 
have insde many prisoners, The Spanish Gar. 
rison was proceeding with its preparation of 
shoreward defences In the cily the streets 
bore more than ever a deserted appearance, 
the reported Spanish reverses in the encounters 
with the rebels cansing the civil pepulation to 
flee for shelter to the country behind the city. 














A new and important use has been found for 
the London May Meetings. They are becom- 
ing an infallible cure for insomnia, Ladies 
and gentlemen troubled with this exhausting 
affliction find instant relef at these excellently 
somniferous gatherings. While the Archbishop 
of Canterbimy was delivering an oration in 
praise of the Society tor the Propagation 
of the Gospel the other day and even by- 
fore the Primate had finished speaking, Sir 
Richard Temple bad, according to the West 
minster Gasefle, gently subsided into slumbers 
solt, and during the address of the following 
speaker Bishop Barry followed Sir Richard's 
example, The applause at the close of Dr. 
Mylne’s address aroused the rector of Piccadilly 
for a while, but when Bishop Goulburn had gat 
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terribly contagious, and the remarkable spectacle 
was revealed of the Primate, Bishop Barry, Sir 
R. Temple, and Mr. J. G. Talbot, all asleep in 
a row. 

The death is announced at Forest Hill on the 
4th May of Mr. Horatio Nelson Lay, C.B., the 
organiser and first Inspector General of the 
Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs, 


The Record announces that the see of Victoria, 
Hongkong, vacant by the resignation of Bishop 
Burdon, has been offered to and accepted by 
the Rev. Joseph Hoare, The bishop-designate, 
who is a son of the late Canon Hoare, has been 
a member of the Mid-China Mission of the 
C.M.S. since 1876. He possesses all the ex- 
perience and all the personal qualities which 
promise to make him a successful missionary 
Bishop. 

The figures in Messrs, Holme, Ringer & Co.'s 
comparative table of the value of the trade of 
Nagasaki from 1887 to 1897, inclusive, are 
very remarkable, says the Nagaseki Press. In 
ten years, the import trade of Nagasaki has 
actually increased ten-fold. . The following are 
the figures for the total imports during each of 
the years 1887 to 1897, exclusive of treasure, 
and with deduction made for re-export :-— 
















1887 1.447.114 | 1893 3.522 488 
1888 ......2,096.876 | 1894 ..-+..5.467,895 
1889 1895 6 100.417 
180 1896 9,677,670 
1891 ss040-2,929.343 | 1897 -.. 13,067,543 
1892 2.042 929,307 | 





On the 7ih of May, an 
took place at the Bank of England—the final 
payment of the Chinese Indemnity to Japan. 


Sir Halliday Macantney and Mc, T. Y, Lol iige 





represented the Chinese Minister, and Mr. 
Yamaza and Mr. Koike, the Japanese Minister, 
in making the payment, which, iu view of the 
largeness of the amount—namely, £11,008,857 
163. g1., was made in the presence of the 
Governor, the Deputy-Governor, and the chief 
cashier of the Bank, After certain form: 
ties had been completed, the representative 
of the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank hand- 
ed over to the Chinese Secretary a cheque 
for £11,000,000, This cheque was then 
formally given into the custody of the officials 
of the Bank of England and placed to the 
credit of the Chinese Government. Im: 
mediately afterwards the representatives of 
China drew what is said to be the greatest 
cheque on recond—£t1 008,857 16s. g1. in 
favour of the Japanese Government, Larger 








sums than that have had to be met on one or|P 


two previous occasions, butin instalments, Che 
ques of such magnitude as those drawn on the 
7th May, however, have never before been seen. 
A few persons calling at the Hongong and 
Shanghai Bank were shown the cheque which 
that Bank had drawn for £11,000.000. 


Mr. Gladstone's funeral on May 28th is re- 
ported very tully in the papers brought by the 
Canadian’ Mail, It must have been a very 
wonderful and soul stining spectack —this state 
funeral of a natonal hero, Mrs, Gladstone 
stood bravely throughout the ceremony, her face 
lifted upward, ber lips continually moving. 
The musical part of the service was very im- 
pressive, As the procession approached West- 
minster Abbey the dismal strains of a 
quartette of trombones playing Beethoven's 
© Funeral Hymn,” ina recess high above the 
heads of the congregation, swep! through all the 
recesses ol theancientfane, When these finally 
died away, the great organ took up Schubert's 
“Panera! Mar h,” with a clash of cymbals in 
orchestral accompaniment. A choir of 100 male 
singers awaited the coffin at the entrance to the 
Abbey, and preceded it along the nave, chant. 
ing, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” 
When the coffin was laid on the bier, Purcell’s 
“ Funeral Cuant,” * Lord, Thou Hast Been our 
Refuge,” was sung. The Dean and the whole 
vast assemblage then sang “ Rock of Ages,” and 
again, while the coffin wax being borne along 
the aisle to the grave, sang Mr. Gladstone's 
favourite hyma Praise to the Holiest in the. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
Sn ae 
DUMMY EDITORS. 


To THe Eotton oF THe “Japan Mart,” 
Sir,—You will please pardon this inquiry, and 
may be, the ignorance it betrays. I find this 
statement in a certain magazine, “ Every news 
paper in Japan has what is called a dummy editor 
whose only duty is to go to jail whenever the 
paper is censured and suppressed for offending the 
Emperor, The genuine editor stays at his post, 
ives the paper a iew name and goes on pub- 
lishing it.” Isthis the case? By answering you 
will greatly oblige, 
Vv. sincerely, 














INQUIRER. 
Osaka, June 4th. 


‘THE DOSHISHA. 


To tue Epitor or THs “ Jaran Matt,” 

Sir,—In the epitome of Pres, Yokei's art 
in the Kirisuto-kyo Shimbun given in the Monthly 
Summary of the Religions Press,” in your issue 
for June qth, it is said :— 

«But in cases where certain State regulations 
had to be considered the Missionaries conceded a 
gieat deal. For instance they did not object to 
the exclusion of Brblical insteuction from the cur~ 
ticulum of the Ordinary Middle School established 
by the Doshisha.” 

No statement could be farther from the truth. 
Yokoi was not atthat time connected with 

is ith its internal affairs, 

aking this 
giave misstatement, th is, the establish. 
ment of the Ordinary Middle Schuol and the coi 
sequent limitation of Christian and Biblical i 
struction to a partof the Doshisha, was hotly 
sted by the missionaries through several 
sions of the Faculty, The deplorable cesults 
likely to follow were pointed ont by the mission- 
ary members of the Faculty, and when the final 
vote was taken and President Kozaki and nearly 
all the Faculty voted against us, then—to speale 
for myself aloue—I for the fiust time vealized that 
the beginning of the end of our relations with the 
Doshista had come, 

Sincerely yours, 


Kyoto, June gth, 1898. 
THE U. S. TEA DUTY. 























































M. L. GORDON 








To Tax EpiTor or THE “JAPAN Matt” 
Sit —[t is impossible for one to understand 
how avy Japanese can constrie the proposed ten 
cenis pee tb, tea duty inthe United States as an 
act unfriendly to Japan. In the first place, the 
United States imports teas from all the te pros 
ducing districts of ihe world, IT have not now at 
1 statistics of the comparative quantities ex- 
sted from different counties to America. I 
have no doubt that Japan stands very high, i 
first, asa tea exporter to America, especially 
that Formosa is a pact of the Be 
less much tea is imported from China, from [ndia, 
Ceylon, and some even from Java. Why then 
jer it an act specifically directed 
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protective measure, and for thi 
frou the very imputation which certain Japanese 


further the act is a revenue and not a 
reason is hee 








tea dealets ascribe to I! it were a protective 
measure they might justly complain of a want of 
liberality on the part of the American Gove 
tent. Under these circumstances Americans 
would be tempted to grow tea for themselves and 
Unust the Japanese from the Ametican market, 
But a tevenue measure can injure the Japanese 
tea producers aud dealers only 
the consumption of tea, Will a duty 
per Ib, affect the consumption of tea in America P 
This is entirely uulikely. ‘The Japanese must 
singularly misunderstand the standards of cons 
sumption of the aidinary American if they think 
he ot she is to be affected by a paltry ten cents 
spread over a pound of tea. Besides, as Japanese 
tea iy generally cheape n the other varieties, 
the tax may induce certain consumers to fall back 
upon a slighter cheaper tea aad thas actually 
stimulate the use of the Japanese variety. On 
the whole, however, the effect will be slight. 
When the Japahese c bat ven cents per 
Ib, isa high duty they cannot be aware that this 
is alowtale compared with duties in the past. 
Tcis within the memory of many now living that 
the rate was higher than this in the United States 
in the sixties and early seventies, England has 
charged as high as § shillings ($1.25) per Ib. in the 
The import duty was lowered 
Fd. Ib. to ts. tod. Until 
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a few years ago the duty was ts. per Ib. 
which was subsequently reduced to 6d. per Ib. 
and lately to 4d., [I believe, per Ib. The total 
amount of duty collected in Great Britain in 1895- 
6 from tea alone under the 4d. per Ib, rate was 
£3.746,000, or nearly as much as the receipts of 
the entire Japanese land tax. Surely 6d, and 4d. 
per Ib, if not too high for the English consumer, 
who drinks tea far more than the Amer ought 
to be equally a good vatefor America, What the 
duties on tea'in Fiance and Geimany ace, I de 
not know, but I doubt whether they are lower ot 
materially lower than 10 cents. per Ib. A lower 
tate af duty in the United States would wot pro- 
duce sufficient revenue to make the trouble worth 
while. 

‘The price of tea has almost continuously fallen 
in the United States dusing the past twenty-five 
years, ‘Tea at present of the same quality sells 
for less than one-half of what it did twenty years 
ago. Even with a tax of ten cents, per Ib, the 
Price of tea will be not more than one-half of the 
price prevailing in the eatly seventies, and as the 
peuple of the United States have certainly not be 
come poorer in their spending power, how is it 
possible that they will bay less tea now than then, 
or alter the tax has been imposed? ‘The-true 
effect of the tax will probably be a temporary 
stagnation of the tea maiket after the imposition 
of the tax, and nothing more. Dealers in America 
will naturally be slow in laying in new stocks 
until all the old ones have been wotked off. Be- 
sides they will be looking for a cessation of hos- 
tilities and a passible repeal of the tax, But no 
permanent injury will result to the Japanese pro- 
ducers. As for any unfriendly feeling towards 
Japan actuating the members of Congress or the 
Government in imposing this tax, I doubt whe- 
ther the shadow of such a motive ever crossed the 
minds of anyone, 


Yours truly 























D. 
REV. H. MINAMI. 


To vee Epiror or THe “ Jarsn Main.” 
Sir,—In the last summary of the religions press 
I find a misunderstanding of ontribution to the 
Shinvi on "The influence of Christianity in Japan 
at the present time,” which [ nN anxious to cor 
rect. The writer of the summary makes me say : 
“ Our theological notions of Cliistians should be 
harmonized with those conceptions of Godhead 
which we inherited from our ancestors.” My teal 
opinion, as expressed in my articte in the Shinri, is 
ly the very opposite of this view. I take the 
liberty to give a literal uanslation of the passage 
in question, “Which are the inherited thoughts 
on God existing in our county 2 With regard to 
this point there ave some men who think that the 
Shintoistic notions of God are similar to those of 
Christianity. But this is a rather superficial state- 
ment. If any similarity between Shintoistic and 
biblical ideas exists, it can only be with the old 
‘Testament view of God, and even here only with 
that notion of God which (according to the his- 
torical critical virw) prevailed in Israel before the 
prophetical influence. But from this tothe Chi 
tian idea of God there is along way, and both can 
not be placed side by side. But there may be other 
old ideas on God in Japan, and if there should be 
among then, something good, it could .be used.” 
tale this oc ) to express my thanks to the 
writer of the summary who, with the exception of 
this mistake, generally has summarized the articles 


















































in the Shiuri with a degree of fairness with which 
we are nol always treated. 
Thavking you in advauce for the kind insertion 
of this letter, Lvemain, deat Sir, 
Yous wuly, H. ‘MINAMI, 
Pastor of the Fukyu Fukuin Kyokai 
and Editor of the Shinri. 


Tokyo, June gth, 1198 








THE JAPANESE WRITTEN LANGUAGE. 


To tHe Epiror oF THe “JaPan Matt.” 

Sin—l was much struck by the statement in 
your yesterday's article on the above subject, that 
the Japanese to whom ceitain writings in the Ro- 
maji characters were presented, could beiter under- 
stand it when read by others than by themselvgs, 
and by your following remarks thereupon, “that 
it would seem that the majority of Japauese minds 
have become so habitually accustomed to associate 
an idea with the Chinese character which tepie- 
sents it that in the absence of the characters, the 
idea too becomes non-existent.” And also—t when 
we have heen reading :apidly from a Romaji 
manuscript, we have often been asked where we 
got the meaning from?” 

Now all this is precisely anala 
tion of the two musical, votat 
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tation and tonic solfa, When John Curwen 
first introduced the new notation, more than filty 
years ago, lierelated au anecdote of a young lady 
looking al some music printed in his tonic sol-fa 
type, who remarked to him, But Mr, Curwe: 
this is not music P” ‘To which he teplied, Then 
will you tell me, my dear, what is music?” Upon 
which she tock up a piece in staff notation, say- 
ing, “This is music.” To which he retorted, 
holding the sheet of paper to bis ear, “Is it? I 
don't hear anything {77 

History only repeats itself, for here in Yoko- 
hama filly years afterwards, the same remark is 
often brought to me by pupils, that they are told 
their music when printed in the tonic sol-fa uotas 
tion, is not music at all! But as these remarks 
invariably come from the crassly ignorant it would 
be more becoming if these people were to hold 
their tongues until they know something at least 
of what they are talking about. 

Thave frequently heard that staff notationis| 
members of choral societies, standing beside 
fellowemembers singing from tonic sol-la copies 
of the same piece, have expressed their surprise at 
the same music emanating from both, which it not 
only does, but in the majority of cases of the tonic 
sol-laists, with far greater cettainty and correct- 
ness, 

Evidently the same prejudices and habits will 
have to be combatted and overcome before the 
great teform of the Japanese written language 
Can be successfully achieved, and as every one 
knows how all-powerful are the prejudices and 
habits, not only of a vation, but of an individual, 
the task appears almost a hopeless one, Even the 
fact of millions of people in every part of the world, 
now singing by tonic solfa, has not been evi 
ence sufficient to establish its superiority over the 
old notation for practical and educational purposes 
in minds obscured by prejudices and habit, and if 
the Japanese people, even at the end of the next 
two decades, which your aiticle gives as the limit 
for successfully carrying out the proposed reforms, 
have effected this mighty change, which appears 
so vitally essential to their future educational, 
commercial, and social progress, it will only be 
ther convincing proof of their devoted pattiot- 
ism, which has always hitherto been equal to any 
demand upon it that has had for its object their 
country’s good, and it will have wo be counted as 
no means the least of their many vational 
phs, 

Yours, etc. 
uff, June roth 





















































Emuty S, Patton. 














PRISONS IN ¥APAN—KAFIBASHI 
AND ICHIGAFA. 
coe 
RMLORT OF THE COMMITTER OF THE YOKOHAMA 
GHNERAL CHAMBKR oF CoMMERcR. 





Yokohama, 20h May, 1898. 
the International Committee, Yokohama, 

GuntLemex,—Your Committee having decided 
that it was within the scope of their duties lo as 
the state of the Prisons in this country, 
our members arianged to go upto Tokyo, 
e 18h instant, to look over the House of De: 
in at Kajibasht, and the Convict Prison at 
Ichigaya, tis tatter being chiefly used for the in- 
ceration of women convicted of crime, and they 
now submit their report, 

Tt will not be out of place here to refer to a pre- 
vious Report made by some members of your 
Committee, of a visit to the Convict Prison at 
Sugamo, ow the Oth of April, which was of special 
interest to Foreigners, as we were officially 
formed that this prison would be the one in which 
Foreigners covicted of crimes in this country, 
after the coming into force of the new Treaties, 
would be confined during the term of their sen. 
tences. In our Report we were able to express 
our admiration of the excellence of the arrange: 
ments and management of this prison. We ven- 
twed to make two or three suggestions to the 
officials who accompanied us, as to the insuffici- 
eucy of the diet given, if it would be the same in 
the case of Foreigners being confined there, and 
as to the necessity of heating the cells during the 
coldest part of the winter, also that it would be de. 
sirable, in case of Foreigners, to allow some sort of 
furniture in the cells; and on all these points we 
were assured by Mr. Ogawa, of the Prisons’ 
Bureau, that they had had the consideration of the 
authorities, and would be attended to, In that 
case we consider that this institution will be equal 
to any that we have seen in our own countri 
We may mention that Mr. Ogawa is a gentleman 
who had ‘been selected by the Government to 
ravel in Europe and the United States for the 
ng the prisons of of 




























































ties, and we found that he had obtained very full 
and valuable informatio 

Tt seems also to the point to draw attention to 
the fact that this prison at Sugamo is under the 
direct control of the Government, and wot under 
the management of the local municipalities, [tis 
to this, no doubt, that the general excellence of 
this prison is attributable, 

With regard to the (wo other Prisons visited on 
the 18th instant, we regret that our report must be 
entirely differents they are under the manage- 
ment of the municipal authorities of Tokyo. 

The House of Detention at Kajibashi is chiefly 
an old building which dates back 25 or 30 years; 
it is a compromise between the old style of Japau- 
ese Prisons and new ones, such as that at Suga- 
mo. ‘The situation in the town of Tokyo is un- 
objectionable ; as a prison, it would probably be 
more advantageously placed at some little distance 
the country, but if used only asa House of 
Detention for people who have yet to undergo 
theie ial it is no doubt preferable to be nearer the 
Law Courts, the prisoners’ fv and th 
lawyers. The entrance, offices and out-buildings 
are of an ordinary Japanese style, and one-storied ; 
they are not in the best of repair, but probably 
answered their purpose at the time they were 
built, though they are somewhat out of date now. 
The Pri: itself consists of three wings, two 
stories h about 150 to 200 feet long by about 
40 feet wide, and each floor about 14 feet high. 
The cells ace ranged on the two sides of the butid- 
ings, with a fairly broad passage down the centre, 
from which the inside of the cells is readily visible, 
the partition walls being simply stout wooden 
lattice work, with doors made of heavy bars of 
wood. They are of various sizes, and are faidly 
well lighted by windows of considerable size, pro- 
tected by ison bars. These windows should-give 
sufficient ventilation, were it not that the sanitary 
atrangements inside are so utterly defective, that 
no amount of ventilation can clear the foetid at- 
mosphere. ‘The W.C.” arrangements on 
the upper floor consist simply of two small 
wooden buckets, with loose wooden lids. They 
ave in a corner of the cells, and quite insufficiently 
protected for the purposes of decency, by a low 
screen of wood, about two feet high, and when it 
is iemembered that this is all the accommodat 
given tothe r2 or 14 occupants of the cells, and 
that they are only removed to be cleaned 
the day, it will be seen that the whole arras 
is entirely inadequate aud objectionable, causing 
the whole building to be permeated by a sicken- 
ing odour. 

The over-crowding in the cells is also most ex- 
cessive. We counted 13 persons in one compart. 
ment about 12 ft. by gift. and 10 ft. high. They 
were silting on the floor, which was covered by 
thin straw-mats, and so closely together that it 
would seem impossible for all of them to lic down 
atnight. At the back of the cells there wasa pile 
of blue colour colton futons or cotton-wadded bed 
covers, one for each prisoner with a sinall wooden 
pillow for each in the Japanese style. The occu- 
pants of the cells were not in Prison Clothes, but 
each one of them had a cotton ticket sewn on (o 
the front of his dress, indicating who they were. 

he washing arrangements were primitive and 
inadequate, Work was not given to the inmates 
of these cells; they were, however, allowed to have 
books to read, but writing letters was only per- 
mitted in another part of the building and in the 
presence of some of the officials. 

On the ground floor the ‘ W.C." arrangements 
were a little better, being under atrap door in 
the floor, but there was the same crowding, the 
cells were not so well lighted, and the atmosphere 
was most unhealthy, There was a Bath house in 
the Japanese style, and we were told that each 
prisoner could take a hot bath every third day, 
The Frison diet consisted of boiled tice and bare 
ley mixed, with a modicum of vegetables, and 
Japanese condiments, but those who could afford 
it had food brought from the outside, 

A very objectionable feature in this Prison was 
the highly inflammable nature of the interior; 
everything was wood, and of course very dry, so 
that, in case of fire, a disaster to the inmates would 
seem inevitable. Kerosine was used for lighting. 

‘We consider that confinement in this portion of 
this prison would be liable to be seriously injurious 
to the health of Foreigners. - 

There was another separate building, which 
seemed tather an improvement on the one above 
described. We were told that this part of the pri- 
son was for persons serving their sentences. There 
was less crowding in these cells in general, with 
here and there only one inmate in each cell. 
one cell we found a Portuguese prisoner; 
dressed in Japanese Prison Clothes, with his 
cropped close. In reply to our questions, he said 






























































































(Matcventad’ po special complaint to make, but that 
her. coun; Lhe felt very weal from want of sufficiently nouri- 
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shing food, though the officials told us tha! they 
gave him 50 percent. more than to an ordinary 
Japanese.” Healso said that his greatest hardship 
was from the cold in winter, from which there was 
no protection, his clothes, being made ou Japanese 
standard of size, were insufficient, aud too small 
for him, and we could see that they scarcely 1ea 
ched below his elbows and knees, We ase en- 
deavouring to find out more about this mar, for, if 
true, his statements show his case to be ahard one. 

Some of the prisoners in this pait of the build- 
ing had occupation found them, plaiting 1eeds for 
covers to pipe cases, etc.; the wark was done neatly 
but seemed uninteresting. There was yet another 

ion of this prison, the one reserved for Femate 
d this part was probably the worst ol 
ig, entire 
want of proper sanitary arrangements, and some 
of the cells or rather cages, for they were litile 
better, were almost quite dark, 

The best thing that we can report about this 
prison is that the officials told us that they re- 
cognised its inferiority, and that plans were under 
consideration to pull it down and rebuild the 















whole, work, however, could not be com- 
pleted by the time the new ‘Treaties are likely to 
come into force, unless it was taken hand at 





once, and therefore some alterations are urgently 
needed. 

The Frison at Ichigaya, where women convicts 
are confined, isin the old style of Japanese Prisons, 
and is entirely unsuited to modein ideas of the 
requirements of the present day. ‘The prisoners 
with few exceptions seemed of the lower order of 
Japanese women. ‘They were mosily clad in prison 
Barb, of @ stout colton material and uniform in 
colour. ‘They generally seemed clean and healthy, 
and agood many of them were at wok, chiefly 
in preparing cotton and weaving it into material 
for Prison clothes. In such work and in their 
general life we could see no signs of abject misery 
and the usual Prison diet seemed sufficient for 
them; but the compartments where they were 
confined, though large and airy enough in sum- 
mer, must have been miserably cold in winter, 
They were simply large Japanese rooms surround. 
ed with wooden bars, which, even if covered with 
paper pasted over them in winter,—and we were 
told that this was done,—gave no sufficient pro- 
tection from the elemen| 

Thete were a good many prisoners in solitary 
confinement (for convalescence as well as foi 
punishment) and the compartments where they 
confined were far worse than the above, being 
simply cages surrounded by wooden bars on two 
or three sides, Tiey were far too small, 
almost ely unprotected from the 
they would be tearfully cold in wint 
bearably hot in sunny 

In one part of this prison we found a number 
of mothers with their chidren of various ages up 
lo Zor gyeats. They all locked of the very pourest 
class, and vaturally they seemed disty, but not 
unhealthy, and though it, was painful to see 
childien commencing life in prison, it, was pro- 
bably the best thing to Le done with them under 
the circumstances, for with no one to look after 
them outside, they were probably better with 
their mothers, 



















































of the worst features of this prison was the 
Punishment Cell. Wt was separated (com the main. 
building, and was a sort of o ure mud godown 
the door was so small and so 

















simply like be a lange packing case, [i was 
erlectly dark, and the only ventilation consisted 
of half a dozen slits in the ceiling, three or fou 





inches lung and perhaps half an inch wide, which 
would probably prevent positive suffucation in the 
cool weather; but there were was absolutely wo 
possibility of ac and in the hat 
weather few Foreig able to escape 
with their lives, after one day’s incarceration, and 
we were told that up to § days were given as 
Punishment in this place. 
nthe whole it would bea velief to us to be 

assured that this Prison would never be used for 
Foreign prisoners, for the buildings ae entirely 
inadequate for the protection of women, even ol 
the lowest orders in our countries, 
R. D Rosson. 
James R Morse. 
1. P Mottison. 
E Pur Kivsy. 
G. W. Brawuace, 
E. Kware. 

Siice the above report was received, the Tater 
national Committee have had authoritative asst 
ance that the plaus fur rebuilding the House of 
Detention at Kajibashi, in a more suitable piace 
and with modern aud improved accommodation, 
ave now being deaws i 











(Signed) 

















> Py while Whe recgmsy uction 
vol the Prison at Tchigaya is.also coutengilatedy 4 
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1) enfiladed the enemy. 





LATEST 7ELEGRAPHIC NEWS. 
reer 
(Brow rHe  Jaray Trews.) 


THE WAR. 
UNABLE TO COPE WITH SITUATION. 
London, June ro. 
The Governor of the Philippines has 
sent a despairing telegram to Madrid, 
stating that nearly the whole archipelago 
is in open revolt, and unless the Govern- 
ment comes to his assistance it will be 
impossible for him to cope with the ene- 
mies both on land and sea. 


DISPATCH OF AMERICAN TROOPS. 

A force of 27,000 men commanded by 
General Shafter has sailed from Tampa 
for Key West, whence the troops will be 
conveyed by a strong fleet to a point 
agreed upon. 

AMERICANS OCCUPY A CUBAN PORT, 

London, June 13. 

The Censorship has stopped all news 
regarding the expedition from ‘Tampa, 
and its present whereabouts are unknown. 
Meanwhile the American warships have 
seized and occupied the outer harbour of 
Guanatomo, Cuba. 

AMERICAN TRANSPORTS RETURN AND 

SAIL AGAIN. 
STUBBORN FIGHT AT GUANTANAMO, 
SPANIARDS RETREAT. 
London, June 14. 

The transports have returned to Tampa. 
The men on the overcrowded transports 
suffered terribly from the heat and many 
horses died. The latest reports state that 
they sailed again. On Saturday the 
Marines who had landed at Guantanamo 
were attacked by a body of regulars. 
The Spaniards: fought from cover, and 
were only discernible in flashes when the 
Marines poured volleys into them, An 
American launch ascended the Bay and 
Shortly after mid- 
night the Spaniards charged and were 
met with repeated volleys. Ultimately 
they broke and retreated, their losses 
being uncertain, = 


AMERICANS LEAVE KEY WEsT FOR CUBA. 
London, June 15. 
It is officially stated at Washington that 
the expedition has left Key West for 
Cuba. ‘The American losses at Guan- 
tawamo were only five men, 


BARBARITIES ON AMERICAN DEAD. 
London, June 16. 
An American Lieutenant who has made 
a tour of observation in Santiago harbour, 
reports that the whole of the Spanish 
Fleet there. Admiral Sampson tele- 
graphs that the bodies of American dead 
have been barbarously mutilated. 














ENGLAND AND FRANCE ON THE 
NIGER. 
AGREEMENT CONCLUDED. 

At agreement has been concluded be- 
tween Great Britain and France on the 
Niger question. 

ALLEGED GERMAN DESIGNS. 

London, June 15. 

The concentration of German warships 
off Manila is attracting attention. It is 
rumoured that Germany has designs upon 
the Sulu group. 

‘THE ALLEGED GERMAN DESIGNS. 


London, June 16, 
The German newspapers are openly 


igchssing the probability of securing a 
ny the Philippines UN VBIS absence 





JAMESON’S RAIDERS TO BE RE- 
INSTATED. 

The Government has decided to re- 
instate, on the half-pay unattached princi- 
ple, all of Dr. Jameson’s officers except 
Sir John Willoughby and Colonel Rhodes. 

THE VICTORIA CROSS 
JUSTICE TO VETERANS. 

Mr. Brodrick, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the War Office, has announced in the 
House of Commons that the Victoria 
Cross will henceforth carry with it an 
annual pension of fifty pounds for in- 
capacitated soldiers. 

AMERICAN WHEAT CORNER 
COLLAPSES. 
RELIEF OF THE MARKET. 

Leiter’s wheat corner at Chicago has 
collapsed. Ten million bushels have been 
thrown on the market, causing a heavy 
decline in prices. 

FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
_ DEFEATED, 
IMPENDING CABINET CRISIS. 

The French Government has been de- 
feated after a debate on general policy. 
Subsequently a general resolution of con- 
fidence was adopted by a majority of 
twelve. Nevertheless it is believed the 
Cabinet will resign. 


(Received by the Fi#.) 
LEASE OF KOWLOON. 
Peking, June ro. 

A contract for the lease of a plot of land 
in Kow-loon, opposite Hongkong, hasbeen 
signed between the Representatives of 
Great Britain and China. The term for 
the lease is to extend for 99 years com- 





mencing on the rst of July next. 
Peking, June 10. 
The land secured by England by virtue 
of the Treaty of the lease of Kowloon 
includes that portion of the peninsula 
divided by drawing a straight line along 
the rear of the city from Mirs Bay to 
Lantao, 
RAILWAY PRIVILEGES. 
Peking June 11. 
The right of establishing railways grant- 
ed by the Chinese Government to England 
extends only to the Shanghai-Nanking sec- 
tion, No sanction has yet been given to 
the railway connecting Shanghai with 
Ningpo. 
RUSSIAN RAILWAY DEMANDS, 
. Pekin, June 11, 
Russia is actively negotiating for the 
right to establish a railway starting from 
Hankow. 
THE “MAYA.” 
Genzan, June tr. 
The Maya left here for Susan this 
morning. 
THE “ MANDJOUR.” 
Jinsen, June 12. 
The Russian warship Mandjour arrived 
here from Port Arthur to-day. 
CHINESE MINING MONOPOLY. 
Peking, June 15. 
The English-Italian Merchant Union 
has secured the monopoly of mine deve- 
lopment in Hwaiking, in the province of 


Hunan. 
CABINET CHANGE. 
Peking, June 16. 

Mr. Wang Tung-hwo, a Minister in the 
Cabinet, has been released from office. 
Mr. Wang Wan-shao, Governor-General 
of Pechili, has been ordered to come up 
to the Capital, Mr. Yung-luh being ap- 








poinQsdgacaing OGovernor-General during 
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CHBSS. 3-Bio Kis 3—Ki to B3 (a) 7o—K to Beq jo—K to Kt 6. Had 
vali 4—P 10 Q 4 (b) 4—P takes P White moved 7o— K to B 3, then, of course, K to 
All Communications to be addressed to the Cumss Evtton, §—Castles 5—Bto K2 Kt 8, followed by the advance of the QRP, 
6—R wo K sq (c) b—Castles would have won, A most remaikable ena game, 


The Yokohama and the Tokyo Chess Clubs are 
closed during the sumarer months, 





Proscem No. 371. 

Owing to the unfortunate e 
which we corrected last Satu da: 
the sol 
more 





in the above, 
we postpone 
on for one week, so as to give our friends 
me for solving it, 








Sovutios or Prozunm No. 372. 


WHITR, BLACK, 
1—P to QO 8=Kt I—K takes Kt 
2—Kt te Q B6 mate 


if Ki moves 
2—R to Q7 mate or Ki to Q B6 mate 


Correct solutions teceived from W.H.S. D.D., 
and MW. 


W.HLS. justly semarks:—The heading 
Study in Knights "—seems to give this away. 





Prosuum No. 375. 
By Atiauts. 


a 


a 8 
Uy Y 
Le 2 


| 
Ben Bl 





| 





wnite, 


White to play and mates in three moves. 





Game No. 399. 
Usirep Srares Caamrion Matcu. 


TWELITH GAME PLAYKD AT NEW YORK, APRIL I. 
White—Showalter, Black—Pillsbury. 


WHITE, BLACK. WHITR. BLACK. 
rP Ky PK4 14P QB3 B KB4 
2KKtB3 OKeBg [15 Q Ke Q Bq 
oo ee eee BS 

x 
‘ Contes POR3 | % B KG KrtxP(d) 
6 BR B Ke 19 KR Qsq(e) B K5 
7 R Ksq(a) Castles 20 KtQz R RZ 
BP KS) KtKsq | 2t QGr Ki Bs 
9 KixP Keele 22QK3 QQ Krgch 
toQeKi POs 23K Bq BQ6h 
11 P OK tg(h) P 08s 24 OxB Kueh 
wBRi2 Ki B2 25 K Kxq_ KtxQch 
13 PQR3  P QR4(c) | 26 Resigns. 

notes. 





(a) If it is the intention of White to play P to 
K 5, he should have done so at once. 

(b) Black threatened to win a piece by P to Q 
B 4, followed by Pto Q Kt 4 and Pto BS 

(c) Good play; it “disorganises the queen's 
wing. 

(d) An excellent move; it decides the game, 

(e) If 19—K takes Kt, B to R 6 ch, 20—K to 
Rsq, Q to Kt 5 wi 


Srupigs oy THe Openines. ; 

‘There are so very many “openings” that it is 
quite difficult, if not altogether impossible, for the 
amateur to get a thorough knowledge of them. 
There are several of these “openings” which are 
more commonly played, and with which one can 
he, must be, somewhat familiar in order to hold 
his own, While White has the advantage of the 
move, yet if Black plays correctly there should 
not be any superiority in White's position whi 
the middle game is teached. It is at this poin 
when we must get away from the book- moves, 
that superior ingenuity avd skill show themselves. 
The Ruy Lopez is probably played more than 
other opening, and if Black’s defence be inferior, 
White soon establishes a superior position, As # 
fine illustration of correct play by Black, we give 
the celebrated game between Blackburne and 




















eis, the exchange, The ‘ove adepted leads 10.2 
Gee Noc gee similar result. 
Notes from Zhe Press, Philadelphia. Bre pet an8 te By eit 

BUY Lopez. 65—Q takes Q 05—K takes O 

J. H. Blackburwe. M. Weiss. 66—K wo K 4 66—K to KG 

wuts. BLACK. Ke Os 67—K takes P 
1—Pto Kk 4 1—Pto K4 68—K to B3 68—K to R7 
2—Ktto K B3 2—Ke 69—P to R6 





dt 


‘G6 





gle* tu Ba 


7—Kttakes P. Had White moved P to K 5 
Black would have answered Ktto Ksq. If then 
Kt takes P, Kt takes Kt and after Q takes Ki 
Black moves P to Q 4. 





J—sosses 7—Kt takes Ke 
8—O takes Ke 8—P we O4 

9—P takes P 9—Kt takes P 
10—B to QB 4 10—B 10 K 3 

11—B takes Kt 11—B takes B 
1—Ktto B3 12—B to K3 
13—Qto Kg 1B—P 10 QB3 

1y—B io By 14—RK ww K sq 

15—Q Rto Q sq 15—Q wv Ki3 
W—Kiio RY” 16—Qio Ki 5 

17—Q takes 17—B takes 

BOR to Ik Ay BOB te Ie Ke 5 


Which forces an exchange of Rioks and Black 
temaing with a very sulistactory pames 
19—R takes R ch 19—K takes R 








20—P to K B3 20—-Bw K Bg 
21—P 0 B3 21—B to K 2 
22—P to Q Kt 3. Necessarv, for Blo B7 


was threatening, as well as Pto Q Ki 4 


22—PwQKi4 
o Kez 8, 


23—B ww 
24—B to Q 2 24—R w Q°q. Threa- 





tening P to Ki 5. White is obliged to play P to ¥ 
K 5 i 


QKy 
25—P to Kg 25—-P to KR 4 
26—B w R sq 26—R takes R 
27—Kt takes R 27—B to B7 
28—Kito K 3 28—Bio Kk: & 

29—P w ORG 29—K to Beg 
Zo—K wo Be 3o- B06. Which 


prevents White from playing his Ring to the 
Queen's wing. 





31—B to Ki3 gi—K to K 2 
32—P to K B4. Prior to this move the game 
was in favour of Black yet there was hardly any 





winning chance, since the Black King was pre- 
vented from entering. ‘The textemove endangers 
the game, and Black skilfully takes advantage. 











32—K wo K3 
33—B tw QO sq 
34—-P to Rg 
35—Kt to Qq 35—B tv B7 
30—Kt to K 3 30—B to Kt 6 
37—Kw Kg 37—Pto Bach. The 
Pawn can not be captured on account of B to BZ 
ch winning the Kt. 
38—KwQ3 38—-PtQR5 
39—Ki ok 2 39—B to Bs ch 
yo K to 9 2 4o—K 10 O'4 
41—Bio Og 41—P wo Ri3 
42—Kt to 3 ch 4e—K wo K5 
43—Kt takes B 43—P takes Kt 
4K w K2 HHP w Kt g. A 





powerful move, plare, for Black 

nswers Btakes P, followed by B to B 8, winn 
ing the QR P; il, however, K to B 2 or K to Q 
sq, then White wins the Pawns on the King's 
side. 





45—Bto K 3 45—P takes P 

46—-B takes P 40—B to B3 

47—B to Q2 47—P tw Ros 

48—P takes P 48—B takes P 

49—B to Kg 49-Bw B3 

50—B to Q? 50—P 10 B5 

51—B to K sq 5I—P to B6 ch 

52—K to B2. He could not play K to Q2 
on account of Bto K: 4ch, followed by K to K6. 

52 asseee 52—B to R'5 ch 





53—K to Bag 53—B takes B 

54—K takes B 54—K t0Q 6. Excel- 
lent play, which forces a win, ‘The e i 
extends over a great number of moves, and Mr 
Weiss must have calculated to the very end, 








55—P two R4 55—K takes P 

50-P to R5 50—K to Kt 6 

57—-P tw R 6 57—P to B6 

58—P to R7 58—P 10QB7 

59—K 10 Q 2. He could not Queen his Pawn, 
for Po B 8 (Q ch) and Q to Kt7 ch would have 
followed. After the exchange of Queens Black 


captives the Pawns, winning easily. 


59—P to B 7 








PRB ( 


) 60—P toQ B 8(Qch) 
61—K takes fon 61—P eB 8 (Oat) 
62—K 10 Q 2 62-Q to B7 ch 


63—K to 3. Had he played K to 


sq, 
then Q B 7 ch and Q B6 ch would Tarele 


torced 














71—Resigns. 
Notes by Gunsberg. 

(a) Mr. Mason evidently favours Pto Q R 3. 

Lasker, however, says that this move isa vios 
lation of the principles of development, while Kt 
to B3 isin accordance with them 

(b) “Castles” is recommended by Mr. Lasker, 
followed by P to Q 4. He says of 5—P to Q 4, 
that by this move “we develop and attack at the 
same time,” 

(c) Mr. Lasker does not consider this the best 
move. Qto K2 is more aggressive. Kt to B 3 
is also good. “ 








Notes. 

According to the chess editor of the Birmingham 
Weekly Mercury, there is more enthusiasm 
Aniongst problemists and problem solvers than any. 
othe: class of chess players, Nor, in his opinion, 
are thete any aitisis s0 free from unfiiendly vivalry 
a» ate problem composers, or so generous in prais 
ing the work of others, He adds:—'' It has been 
my lot to meet with many poets, big and little, 
with many novelists and musical composers, and 
with theatrical folk of all sorts and sizes. Iu neat ly 
every case I have observed about uive parts of 

y to one part of ability, together with an 
almost invariable tendency to depreciate others in 
the same line of busie tegard pioblemists 
as teal artists in every senseot the word jas atlists 
of a high order, who in modesty and genuine 
artistic instinct stand far above the average of the 
classes Ihave named, Tamconfident that all will 
beat me out, who know the study involved, the 
nights of sleepless meditation, the days of untiring 
experiment, the delicate distinct the sup: 
lative subtlety, the inve agination, 
This testimony 
eit comes from one 
mone, too, who during 
chess editorship has has had’ the best op= 
ties of judging. 


“One of the 
Black Bishop 
hours and dir Some men walk, oth 
wiser ones sleep and not a few loaf, | Personally, I 
hate athletic exercises of all kinds; let monkeys 
leap from tee to tree and puppies tun in tings, but 
man, of so it seems to me, was made for higher 

5, and I pity those who see di 










































8 cycle, 








or who find recreation 
poking ivory marbles into holes round a table, 





Ie 
is not much better to crouch over a couple of wheels 





or throw a hard ball at three sticks. EH mind is 
what distinguishes man from the brute creation, 
let him find his amusement in the highest term of 





mental gymuastics, aud that of course is chess, 


A correspondent of an esteemed confide, th 
checker editor, suggests that Showaltee might im- 
prove his play by. prac at checkers a while, 
as Pillsbury has done. No doubt Showalter will 
appreciate the friendly advice. It is well known 
that Steinitz obtained his great chess proficiency 
by playing whist, and that Zukertort wou his great 
fame as a chess player by practising billiards. 
We might add that Patti’s great success as a 
singer was also due to her skill at billiards. Evie 
deutly the sure way to success in any art is by as- 
siduously cultivating some other ait. It is well 
to know this, But we think we cas prove on 
the checker correspondent’s suggestion. Let Sito- 
walter devote his time in future to parcheesi, 
hala, or tiddle de winks, and thus become a 
great chess player,—Sunday Call. 
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From Line, 
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1 Left Nagi in the x6th inst. 
2 Left Hongkong on the x6th inst. 
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LATEST SHIPPING. 
pe eee 
ARRIVALS. 

Wm. H. Starbuck, ‘American ship 1,272, Henry 
McDonald, 12th: June,—New York, 30th Dec., 
Kerosene Oi 

Rotik, Russi rath June— 
Petropaulovski via Mororan, 4th June, Seal, 
Sable, Fox and Bear skins.—Mr. Paulos. 

Empress of India, British. steamer, 3,003, O. P, 

farshall, 13th June—Vancouver, BeC., goth 
May, Mails and General P. R. Co. 








steamer, 269, At 














Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, A. Dixon, 14th 
June,—Tacoma, Wash., and Victoria, B.C., 27th 
May, Mails & Geneval.—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 





Pathan, British steamer, 1,762, J. Day, 14th June, 
—Hongkong, 8ih June, Rice atid Sugar.—Dod- 
well Carlill & Co. 











15th 
olulu, 


ner, 2,936, Harry Smi 
cisco, 28: May, and H 
Is & General,— O. & O.S.S. C 
sh steamer, 2,657, J- Panton, 15th 
kong via Amoy, 11th June, Mails 
and General,—Dodwell Carlill & Co. 
Queen Adelaide, British steamer, 1,835, McNa 
Bangkok, jist’ May, Rice. 
uel & Co, 















neral.—Butter field & Swites 

Caledonien, Freich steamer, 2,173, Dusrande,!15th 
‘June,—Marseilles via ports, Kobe, 14!h June, 
Mails and G-neral—M, M.S.S. Co, 

Mount Tabor, British steamer, 1,494) |. Jamson, 
Tg June,—Vancouver, B.C., via Kobe 13'h 














Jane, General —Brazar & Co. 
Della, Ge » 3:200, Christiansen, tsih 
Tuve,-Hamburg via ports, and Hongkong, oth 


fe, General —Simon Evers & Co. 

Powerful (14), British Cruiser, 14,200, Capt. Hon. 
Hedworth) Lambton, 16h Jrne,—Nagasaki, 
rath June. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, Hemy 
Pybus, 16th June,—Hongkong via po Kobe, 
15th June, Marts and” General,—Canadian 
Pacific Railway Co. 

City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,275 
Wm. Ward, 16th June, —Hongkong via pots, 
Kobe, 15th June, Mails and General.—P. M. 
S.S. Co. 

















Lucknow, British steamer, 2.250, D. Mor- 

17th June,x—Rangoon via Niigata, Rice. 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Benmohy, British steamer, 1,935. Le Boutilier, 
17th June,—London via ports, Kobe, 15'h June, 
General._—Cornes & Co. 

Braemar, British steamer, 2.316, Edward Porter, 
17th June,—Hongkong via ports, Kobe, 15th 

‘Mails & General,—Dodwell Carlill & Co 

Kashing, British steamer, 1,158, F. Hopkins, 16th 
June,—Takow and Anping, roth June, Rice 
‘and Sugar.—Butter field & Swire. 

Alton, British steamer, 1,169, Wm. Nicholsen, 
17: June,—Vancouver, B.C., 23¢d_May, Rails 
and Lumber.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 





























DEPARTUR 

St, Andrews, Norwegian steamer, 2,009, Trivold, 
11th June,—Meji, Ballast.—Captain. 

Orestes, British steamer, 2,992, Joseph Pulford, 
1ath June,— London via ports, General. —Butter 
field & Swire. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P 
Marshall, 13th) June,—Hongkong via ports, 
Mails and General.—C. P. R. Co. 











Rosetta, British steamer, 2,039, E. P. Bishop, 15! 
and Nagasaki, 
SN. C 


Hongkong via Kobe 
nd General.—P. & O. 
Steamer, 2 
ailaclieais Baahies 
Humber, ish Storeship, 1,640, Commander F. 
W. Grausmore, 15th Juse,—Hongkon; 
Tacoma, British steamer, 1,662, A. Dixon, 15th 
June,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and Gene 
ral,—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 
Nord, Norweg 767, Bull, 16th June,— 
Moji via Kol —Dodwell Carlill & 















ne 








Langbank, British steamer, 2,966, W. J. Rout, 16th 
Jun 





Kobe, Rice.—M. Raspe & Co. 

British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 17th 

June,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and General. 

—O. & O.S.S. Co. 

Devonshire, British steamer, 2,359, Coull, 16th 
June,—Kuchinoshu, Ballast.—W. M. Strachan 
& Co. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi= 
bold, 17th June,—Vancouyer, B.C., Mails and 
General.—C. P. R. Co. 


Japanese steamer, 1,360, E. W. Has: 















well, 16th S: 
ports, Mails and 
Kaisha, Digit 





PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 

Per British steamer Empress of India, (rom 
Vancouver, B.C ;—Mr. 1. A. Addinsell, Mr. 'T. 
¥. Bernet, Miss Campbell, Mr, A. M. Eckford, 
Mc. A. Glendining, Mr. and Mrs. Hubert J 
Owen, Capt. Maske, Mr, B. Matsuki, Miss 
Morgan, Mr. O. Nordhorst, Me. and Mes. J. H. 
Neff, Mi. N, Perkins, Mr. and Mes, C. J. Stewart, 
Mr. Reid Taylor, and Mr. Worbs, in cabin. 

Per British steamer Doric, trom San Fs 
via Honolulu :—Me. Jno, C, McKim, Miss A. 
Neilson, Miss Clara. Andrews, Dr. and Mus. 
Clinton Cush M.. Frank Deardorf, Mr. Thos. 
H. Williams, Rev. M.C. Hartis, Mr. and Mrs. 






























N. Deniz, Mr. H. W. Angrews, Mrs. Fi 
Kiien, Mrs. C. P. Low, Mr. J. H. Fertig 
s Mrs. C.D. Harmon, and Mr. O1 





Seijita, in cabin. For Nagasaki Mr. A. Li 
and Mr. A. Basilwitch, in cabin, For Shanghai: | 
—Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Conger, Miss Mary Pierce, | 
Mr. and Mrs. L. P. Peet and children, M 
Lawa Conger, and Mr. Wm. E. Bainbridge, 
cabin. For Hongkong :—Mr. A. McKillop, M 
d Mrs. S. P. Rud, Mr, and Mr. C. A. Green | 
and Chaplain W. R, Reamy, | 
U.S.N,, in cabin, | 
Per American steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, | 
from Hongkong via potts:—Mr. A. Maigel 
Me. Fridler, Me. R. M, Harter, Capt. W. | 
H. Konsmie, and Mr, Geo. 
Frew, in cabi 





















UEPARTED. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, for Hong- 
kong via ports:—Mr, W. Poate, Mis, Poate and 
child, Mr. W. J. Williams, Mr. T. J. Williams, 
Mr. M. Haynemane, Me, W, Clement Diew, M 
R. M. Hart M. T. D. 
Jackson, Mi jackson, Mr. 
C. Wuitke, Rev. G: 
Stokes, Mr. and Me 
Abenheim, Me. 1. Ailion, Mr, A. Stewart, and 
E. H. Sharp, in cabin. 












‘M. 








Per British steamer Rosetta, for Hongkong via 
ports!—Mr. J. Gold, and Mr, Sun Nam Shing, 
tw cabin; 3 Chinese, in steerage. 





Per Japanese steamer Saito Maru, for Shang- 
hai via ports.—Ms, Glover, Mr. ¥. Kaya, Mrs. 
Hamada and child, Mes, Bennet and’ baby, 
Monsiew Den LY. Minami 


amikata, 






1 Mis 
Chinese, and 1 





natsuy, in cabin 5 
European, in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Kawachi Maru, 
London via ports :—Sub- Inspector of Surzeons 
Murakami, Paymaster J. Nakada, Chief Eng. K 
Sakai (1.J.N.), Mr. S.” Bereda, Mr. G. Reffing: 
Mr. R. Longin, Mr. M. Raspes Mr, and Mes. 
M. Nakajima, Mr. K. Haseba, Mi, O. Mat 
kata, Mr. and Mis. M. Kushida, and Mr. E, Hi 
dake, in exbi ut. Y. Higelisa, Mr. Ke Kae 
memara, Me, ¥. Tanaka, Mr. K. Ozaki, Mr. M. 
Baba, Mr. K. Wada, Mr. 1. Yamane, and Chief 
Eng. D. Henderson, in second class; 20 Japan- 
ese, 1 Enropean, and 1 Chinese, in steerage. 




































LATEST COMMERCIA f, 





IMPORTS. 


Yarns, fancy cottons and woollens remain as 
dead as ever; and there is at present no sign of | 
revival, Quotations are uominally as before. 





COTTON PIECE GOO 





$255 to 285 
2.85 to 3.35 
1.80 to 200 
1.75 to 2.60 
200 t9 3.75 
0.15 to 0.25 






ey! 
ey Shistingr—o 
Cloth—71h, 24 ¥! 








2. $0.40 tw 0.50 
0.38 to ongt 






Nominal 


Nominal 





OAS too 22 
0.35 to 0.50 
0.60 to 0.724 
0.50 to 0.85 


© 50 ts 0.60 

Pan ears 
7-75 10 9.50 
0.60 to 4.00 















Velveta—Wlack, 35 y 

Victoria Lawns, 12 y 

TurkeyReds—z.0 to 3.0%, 
soinches 

‘Turkey Reds—3.8 to 4M, 24/25 yard: 

32 inches z 

C 








1.25 to 2.20 


2.50 to. 3.524 










sue. 16.24, : 50 
Nos. 28/32 ‘ 41.50 
Nos. 38/42, Si 43.50 to 45.50 
Nos. 32, Doubles 42.00 to 43.50 
Nos. 42, Doubles 47.00 to 50.50 
Nos. 2,60, Plain 61.60 to 63.00 
Nos. 75.0010 76.30 
97.00 to "99.00 
69 soto 76.50 
85.00 to 9v.00 
soo, Gassed 114.00 to 124.00 
RAW COr Pam Piciity 
American Middling $10.00 to — 
Indian roaci 20000 = 
Chinese .. arsoto — 
nein 
Except for a few inguities in tin plates, which 
show a slight advance, the market con! es totally 








ctive. For iron of all kinds there is no demand, 






Ronad and 9 
1 













¢ 4 inch, and upward.s.8 
y 4.00 to 4.40 
490 t0 $10 


Galvanized te 8.50 to 10.25 








ve Nails, assort $90 to 6.10 
lates, wer box 5.70 to 5. 

Ply Vwaw, fie 4 208 to 20 
Hoop Iron (i to 1} 3-00 to 5.25 
Nothing new to repo 
American #2 00 to 7.07 
Russian. 4.95 to 2.05 
Langa = 1.85 


". 
ed, except for Daitong, 
slight decline, and Formosa, 
higher, —Atrivals total 12,696 
5.751 of Manila; sales are 9 338 


Prices remain anal 
which shows a 
which is cather 
piculs, including 
piculs. 












10 5.70 
5.50 to 6.30 
4.25 to 4.30 
4.35 to 6.00 
0.90 to 7.95 
7.70 t0 9.60 


Brow 










EXPORTS. 

RAW SILK. 
There is a slightly increased demand from 
, and holders show a disposition to dispose 
old stock before the new cocoons atrived. 
wuts fom June 7th total 225 piculs, and 
there are about 2,600 piculs in stock. Prices are 












It is NOT A DYE, but the coton 


and will positively 
NOTE.—Thirty years Professor of Hair Speci 





GOogle 





EYEBROWS, &c. 





GEO. COURTICE’S 


CONCENTRATED 
NUT GALLS 


«af the Tuner Temple, 


GEO. COURTICE & CO,, 


Laboratory, 


(Late 234, 


8, Bishop’s Court, 


London 


Chancery Lane, 
STRAND). 


PRICES: 23, 6d., 38, Gd, 55., 108)/62)j 1] Kqpep BOTTLE. 


‘This EXTRACT is INVALUABLE ONIDERSITY SEL PING R 1@ Skin, 


URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


June 18, 1898.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 655 














quurations. 











Nominal 
Nominal 
$860 to 870 
830 to 840, 
840 to 850, 

; 820 to 830 
820 to 830 
790 to 800 





ilatures—| 
Filatures—Ux 








E SIL. 

ices are at about the same 
lightly weaker than last 

week, Settlements from June 7th have amounted 

to 500 piculs; the present stock is pitt down as 

3.540 piculs, 





quotations. 





—Filature, Seconds 
o—Joshu, Good 
ibiso—Bushu, Fair 








The news of the American ‘Vea duty taking im- 
mediate effect instead of from the 1st July has, to a 
greatextent, demoralised the market, Settlements 
Nave considerably declined in amoun 
have gone down by 5 or 4 yen per picul for the 
better grades of leaf. Lower qualities, however, 
are still dear as compared with last year, There 
is a laige stock on offer. 


















QUOTATIONS. 
Choicest .. $39 & upwards 
Choice. 27 to af 
Finest .. $25 to 26 
Fine $23 to a4 
Ge $21 to 22 
Medium .., $19 to 20 
Good Common $17 to 18 
Common .. Nominal. 


EXCHANGE. 


Silver hy lower, and sterling quotation from 


China ¢ higher 
easier wi 


causing rates on China to rule 
1g others, 

















eeve 9/0} 
ane 2/08; 





- Private 4 month 
- — 6months' 
On Faris—Bank sight , 
On Paris—Private 4 months’ 
On America— Bank Bills on de 
— Private ¢ months’ sigh 
Ow Germany—Bank sight 
— Private ¢ months’ sigh: 

On Hongkong—Bank sight 
— Private ro days’ sig 
On Shang’ Bani aight , 
Private 10 days’ wight 














74 dis. 
80°/edis, 
08 /2dis, 























INFANTILE LOVELINESS of the skin, scalp, and hair is assured 
by the use of CuTICURA Soap, the most effective skin purifying 
and beautifying soap in the world, as well as purest and sweetest 
for toilet, bath, and nursery. 

To preserve, purify, and beautify the skin, scalp, and hair of in- 
fants and children, and restore them to a condition of health when 
affected by distressing, itching irritations and scaly eruptions, no 
other treatment is so pure, so safe, so speedy, as warm baths with 
CuTicuRA Soap, assisted; when necessary, by gentle anointings 
with Curicura, purest and sweetest of emollients and skin cures, 

For bad complexions, pimples, blotches, red, rough hands 
and shapeless nails, red, rough, oily, mothy skin, dry, thin, and 1 
falling hair, itching and scaly eruptions of the skin and scalp, 
and simple baby bletishes, i imply wonderful. 


Sold thronghont the world, British depo EWHERY & Soxs, London. Porter Dave axD 
CHEN. Cont, Soie Props., Boston, U.8. A. "All about Baby'a Skin," Gk-page book, post free, 





















Trade Mark on 





Macfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


“SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESORIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 
NUMKROUS HKIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THK DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, 
INustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application, 














On India—-Buok sight . - 150 
— Private godays’ sight... 155 
2648 

any) 


—ay-——+ WATERING 
4 APPARATUS 


Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
and Street Washers. 
Garden Watering Roxes and 
Apparat 
Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast- 
Iron Cocks and Vaives. 


E. GUESNIER, E.¢.P., 


Engineer and Cook Hinfr., 
(Successor of ACHILLE CADET) 
27, Rue des Taillandiers, 

PARE 
Hydropathic and Massa 


tus supplied to the Vichy 
‘Vapour Baths (Berthe system). 








FI pn Sco 









i 
{ 
} 





Apply t 


M, Orrennenten & Co 


December 5.1896. November 21st, 1896. | Original from 
Spitlthied by GOK gle UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 





WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 
A. SAVY & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris. 


Gl Te OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
s ESTABLISHED 1830. 
t and Largest Makers in the 


of Chocolate, Coco 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2,500 Chocolate Factories fitted up to 
January 151, 1896. 


GRINDING MACHINERY for all kinds of dry or 
wet substanees, colours, printing inks, tollet 
‘soap, perfumery, and chemicals. 


MIXING, CRUSHING, AND PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS. 


Address Yessrs. (. ROHDE & Co., 
YOKOHAMA. ‘ 













The Ol 
We 
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LEA & PERRINS 






OBSERVE THAT THE ° 
SIGNATURE 
18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE 

OUTSIDE WRAPPER 
of every Bottle of the 

ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 


Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 
Worcester ; 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London ; | 
and Export Oilmen generally. 


RETAIL EVERYWHERE, 





46ins. 


1898, 


May 








MILEMATD. 


BRAND 


‘CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 





















LIEBIG 


‘GOMPANY’S ae 


pedkay 


is_a_ perfect tonic; it braces up the system to resist 
wel ae folds and Influenza; It keeos the healthy 
engthens invalids.’ A perfect essence of 





ts effect upon the system Ig lasting, not transitory. 
Tike alcoholic stimmolarte: tr giro ecleone it provides the 
essential features of good Cookery—appetising flavour, 
Nourishment and digestibility. 


apie stenatUr® IN BLUE gy 
5 war, 


Annee een ne nn, 





Von 


ot 
INrerion suBsT'™ 
a 




















Gout, Rheumatic 
| Gout and Gravel; the 










The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the 
‘Headache, Heart tour: 











Sold Throughout the Worl 


én NB. ASK Bae ane D'S MAGNESIA. _ 














ATKINSON’S 
EAU 


COLOGNE 


THE FINEST ENCLISH MAKE. 
More Fragrant ; More Lasting ; and 
very much more refreshing 
than all others. 


uss ATKINSON’S ony 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 
Only genuine with “ Wurrr Rosg” Trade Mark. 
Of all Dealers & of the Manufacturers— 
J. & EE. ATKINSON, Limited, 
24, Old Bond Street, London 


anuary rst, 1898, ty 
J 9) y. 





GENERAL CATALOGUE 
BUYERS’ GUIDE 


ISSUED SEMI-ANNUALLY BY 


MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 


THE GREAT MAIL ORDER HOUSE. 


Chicago, U.S.A. 


IS THE MOST COMPLETE IN THE WORLD 


It has more than 14000 ilustratlons, about 4,000 
quorations of prices. weighs 24 pounds, ang 


 mealsiads Ward & Co., 


111 to 120 Michigan Ave., Chicago, U.S. A. 








THE GREATEST WONDER OF MODERK TIMES. 
HOLLOWAY’: S PILLS. 


PFRSONS suffering from weak or debilitatep 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
af this wonderful medicine there is ‘“ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these 


in work entitled “ The Nile 











“*Tordered the dragoman Mal 
that | waea Doctor, and | had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In I 
‘ants, to whom I served ‘out & 

quantity of Holloway’s Pills, These are most useful to an ex- 
sssessing unmistakable purgative propert ey 

eniable efiect upon the patient, which satieiee 











SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


teacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulceration. 
of all kinds. It acts mitaculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
‘subduing all inflammations, 
" Couirait io hie account of hin exteaordinary travels 
Published in 1X71, says—" I had with me a quantity of 
ent. I gave some to the people, and nothing, 
could exceed their gratitude ; and,in consequence, milk,fowls, 
Butter, and horse Teed poured in"ipon. Ga, until at lant a teas 
spoonful of Oiritment was worth a fowl and'any quantity of peas, 
and the demand became so great that { was obliged to lock up 
the amall remaining *atock."” 
Sola"by’all Chemiatn and Medicine Vendors thro 
World 
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Settlement, iby Amar Bertaay Bvown, of No. 7-c, Bl 
VokohaimatSiiinonts Jinx 38, 1898. 





The Hapa CAeeckly Mail: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE; POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 








No. 26.) 










‘A Remarkable 
Education i 
Perplexities 
‘The Comme 
Disabilities for Foreigners 

















Moods and Manners 
Russia and England 
Latest Manila Despatches 
Colonel Rice 


‘okyo 
Bive Months of japanese Trad 






Plague 
** Powerful * Theatricals 














“PAISCR QUE DOIS: ADVIRNNE QUE POURRA!” 








NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘JAPAN 
Weekty Mart”? must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but asa 
rantee of good faith. ¥ 
it is particularly requested that all letters on business 
be addressed to the MANaGgR, and Cheques be made 
payable to same: and that literary contributions be 
addressed to the EpiTok. 














Yonouama: SATURDAY, June 25TH, 1898. 








DEATHS. 

On June 22nd, at Kobe, Cuarces A. Tartor, 
aged 54. Funeral takes place this (Thursday) 
afternoun at 4 30. 

On the 14¢h of Aprit, Monsiene Laurent Rous 
ran, late of Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., 
Shanghai and Marseilles, 

















SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tur pro-Government party seems to be hang- 
ing-fire. 
Tur Hyogo Agricultural and Industrial Bank 
will open on the rst proximo, 





Tu Chinese torpedo-cruiser Fei fing bas foun- 
dered off Port Arthur with a loss of 147 lives. 


Sir Herpert Kitcuener and staff have gone to 
the front, to push forward the Soudan campaign. 


Tur new warship Zakasago, constructed at 
Glasgow, arrived at Port Said on the 17th inst. 


Mr. Axivama, formerly Chief Judge of the 


Yokohama Local Court, has(be OGL 


YOKOHAMA, JUNE 


3 hostilities, 
664] A seconD Manila expeditiou has left San Fran- 





25TH, 


practise as a Counsellor-at-law al the bar of the 
U.S. Court for Japan. 


Tue Government press in Spain is beginning to 
urge the necessity of a speedy termination of 





cisco, and will be convoyed by men-of-war from 
Honolulu. —— 


Tue steamship Sado Maru, which has been 


s| constructed at Glasgow, left there for Japan on 


the 16th inst, 

Waite at target. practise the other day, a quick- 
firing gnn on the Adi/sushima kan exploded, 
killing one man. 
Counts Oxuma and Itagaki have formally 
applied for admission on the rolls of the new 
Constitutional party. 


Paince Hewry of Prussia, who is now staying 
at Kiao-chou, will leave for Japan by the 
Deutschland in a few days. 











Tue new “ Constitutional” party has been duly 
inaugurated : its platform adopted, and regula- 


tions for discipline approved. 
6 pease 


A cricxer team from H.M.S. Powerful defeat- 
ed a Yokohama eleven on Thursday by five rans 
in an all-day match. " 


nm A SpanisH squadron left Cadiz for the Far East 


last week, but according to last reports has 
turned back to Barcelon: 





Art Yoshihama, Ashigara-shimo-gori, Kanagawa 
Prefecture, dysentery is prevalent ; 38 cases have 
appeared within the last week or two. 


Mr. P. M. Sxinner has resigned the position 
of editor of the Hiogo News and proceeds to 
Singapore to take charge of the Séraits Times, 


Tue Kanegafuchi Cotton Spinning Company, 
at its meeting on the 7th proximo, will probably 
declare a dividend at the rate of 9 per cent, per 
annum, 
Witriam Evans, chief gunnery instructor on 
H.M.S. Grafton, committed suicide at Naga- 
saki last week while suffering from a fi of 
temporary depression 





Tue theatrical company of H.M.S. Powerful 
gave a capital performance on Thursday even- 
ing at the Public Hall in aid of the funds of the 
Seamen's Orphan Home. 





On the 17th inst. the body of a woman about 
34 years of age was found in the water in front 
of the Imperial Hotel, Tokyo, It is supposed 
she committed suicide, 


Ir is officially announced that the British naval 
manceuvres have been abandoned, the Admiralty 
being reluctant to deplete its coal supplies in 
view of the possibilities of the situation. 








A DasraTcH dated the 13th instant from Mr. 
Yamada, Japanese Consul at Lyons, states (1 
in Italy the crop of cocoons is better thai 
late years, 








in 
In France the crop will be inferior, 


Mx, Iwata, ex-Superintendent of the Ryobashi 
Police Station in Tokyo, who was recently ap- 
pointed adviser to the Shanghai Taotai, will 
leave Tokyo for his new post on the 25th inst. 





Tue insurgents are making great headway in 
the Philippines and the fall of Manila may be 
expected at any moment, though Admiral Dewey 
has requested the rebels to await the arrival of 
the American soldier 











‘HE Washington House of Representatives has 


1898. 





Sea t= : 
fzgnuare Vol. XXIX. 
passed @ resolution for annexing Hawaii, In 
the course of the debate, strong declarations 
were made in favour of seizing and retaining 
the Philippines, Cuba, and Puerto Rico. 


Four priests belonging to the Buddhist Hon- 
gwanji Sect (Messrs. Miyamoto, Honda, Toki, 
and Asakura) will shortly leave for Hongkong, 
San Francisco, and other places to investigate 
the condition of foreign religions, 


A Cuicaco dispatch, dated the 18th inst. 
Central Tea Traders’ Guild, stat: 
standing the war, the Omaha Exhibition is most 
successful, Since the duty on tea was announced 
the market has been unexpectedly active. 


to the 





A peraprur accident occurred at the launching 
of the British battle-ship Albion at Blackwall 
this week, A huge wave was created when the 
ip slid into the water and this swamped a 
stand where working-class spectators were 
seated. Some sixty persons were drowned. 





Tue Chinese Government has eoncluded with 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank a loan to 
the amount of £ 2,000,000 for the laying down 
of a railway line between Newchwang and 
Shanhaikwan. The Russian Minister has pub- 
licly objected. 


A TELKGRAM from the United States states that 
the Government has issued Government War 
Bonds amounting to $40,000,000 gold. The 
interest is fixed at 3 per cent. per annum, and 
the bonds are of $25, $50, and $100 value, 
They are issued at par. 








On the 18th inst. the funeral of the late Baron 
Shirane took place at the Yanaka cemetery, 
Tokyo. Generals Yamagata and Nodza, Vice- 
Admiral Ito, Viscounts Hayashi, Sugi, and 
Nomura, Baron Suematsu, Mr, Kaneko, and 
numerous peers and high officials were present. 
The same morning a message of condolence 
from the Emperor was sent to the relatives ac- 
companied by two rolls of white silk. 








Lorp Sarisaury has stated that negotiations 
ate proceeding with China relative to the re- 
organisation of the army and navy. Though 
the negotiations regarding the navy were in a 
more advanced stage, the difficulty had hitherto 
been that China hes been unwilling to give a 
British organising officer a free hand. The 
Premier added that he feared events in China 
would have but one issue, unless the naval and 
military defences of the country were thorough- 
ly re-organised, 





[PORTERS are experiencing “hard times” in 
Yokohama these days, and, do what they will, 
the depression which settled down on the market 
last autumn still remains as oppressive as ever, 
Godowns are full of contract goods, but dealers 
have no money to take them up, though the rise 
in home-markets is a temptation hard to resist. 
Hardly any transactions have been put through 
this week in metals, and prices are still quoted 
nominal for all sorts, Kerosene is steady, like- 
wise sugar, demand for which never slackens 
very much, Business has not been brisk 
among raw silk-menthis week and a large stock 
—over 4,000—will have to be cai over to 
next session unless a spurt occurs in the next 
few days. In Waste, the record of the week is 
practically a blank, and the stock on hand totals 
6,coo boxes. The tea duty scare has died away 
and business is brisker than ever, over a million 
pounds being settled this week at prices that 
showed a gradual hardening tendency. Fish oil 
iquies, ‘Japan copper lifeless for the moment, 
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SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR PRESS. 
——+ 

The Fi Shimpo urg-s Japanese merchants 
and manufacturers not to lose heart because the 
outlook in the foreign matkels is temporarily 
bad. Last year, the revival of prosperity in the 
United States owing to an exceptionally fine 
crop of wheat and the high price obtainable for 
the cereal, would have been far more pronounced 
had not the currency question, on the one hand, 
and the prospect of international troubles in 
connexion with Cuba, on the other, induced 
European capitalists to unload their American 
securities in large quantilies, the result being a 
heavy outflow of specie from the States, But the 
currency problem no longer constitutes a seri 
ous menace, and the reserves of hard money 
have increased to such an extent that confidence 
is restored in banking circles, and an easy 
money market may be confidently anticipated 
after the restoration of peace, As for the war, 
the reality has proved much less embarrassing 
than the expectation, News from New York 
shows (that there is a healthy feeling in business 
circles, and that no appreciable interruption of 
commerce is anticipated, The customs retuins 
show, also, that a very marked increase took 
place in the volume of the export trade during 
the nine months ended in March of the current 
year, The fact is that American manufactured 
Roods of certain kinds are finding a larger and 
larger market abroad, and the export trade is 
becoming less dependent upon agricultural pro 
ducts, anese merchants appear to think that 
the imposition of additional duties will greatly 
check American demand for the principal staples 
of this country’s exports, Experience should 
have shown the groundlessness of such an ap- 
prehension, The American people are prepared 
to pay for the goods that they want, Imposing 
as the customs duties look statistically, they 
make very little difference to the individual 
consumer. He goes on buying his tea and his 
silk just’as though their prices had not been 
slightly augmented. There is nothing to be 























really feared in the field of trade except loss of |" 


heart on the side of the Japanese producer and 
merchant, That would soon make itself d 
astronsly felt, whereas the effect of increased 
custom duties would be scarcely appreciable. 





. 

‘The news that the House of Representatives 
in Washington has passed a resolution for an- 
nexing Hawaii elicits sirong comment from 
journals like the Fomiuri Shimbun, which 
Tepresenis the Progressists. Reading between 
the lines of the Vomiurt’s 





"‘rarticle, we detect very 
palpable indications of party politics, but the 
arguments are stated with sufficient plainness, 
The disadvantages that would accrue to Japan 
from the annexation of Hawaii by the United 
States ate taken for granted, and our contem- 
porary recalls the fact that, in the time of the 
Matsukata Cabinet, a protest was lodged in 
Washington by the Japanese Government. It 
elicited from the President an answer that 
Japan's interests should not be impaired by the 
annexation, but although Mr. Hoshi, the Japan- 
ese Representative, subsequently approached 
the Secretary of Stale on several occasions with 
the object of obtaining some definite state- 
ment ay to what was meant by “ not impairing 
Japan’s interests,” he failed to get the point 
elucidated. Inasmoech, however, as it did not 
appear likely that the Senate would endorse the 
project of unnexation, Japan did not continue to 
press for an answer, and the mater was allowed 
to rest, The war with Spain produced an im- 
mediate change in American sentiment, and it 
is now evident that, unless some resolute protest 
be entered, annexation will become an accom- 
plished fact. Some may urge that a protest 
would be futile, That does not follow. Eng- 
land, France, and Germany by protesting against 
the tonnage dnes that America contemplated 
imposing to meet belligerent expenditures, in- 
duced her to change her plan, Japan ix no! 
alone in this matter; she would find Germany, 
Russia, and France in sympathy with any protest 
that she might enter, It appears cruel, says 


the Fomiuri, to urge such a policy upon_a weak, 
invertebrate Cabinet like that now in erect 





























after all, the men that happen to be at the head 
of tne Administration are the uation’s represen- 
tatives for the time being, and to them the people 
must address themselves. 


. 
ae 


Publicists are beginning to speak plainly about 
the anomalous procedure adopted by the Op 

osition inthe recent session of the Diet, The 
Tokyo Asah? has a tolerably ontspoken article 
onthe subject. Lt points out that therecan be no 
second opinion as to the inevitable necessity of 
increased taxation, Growing expenditnres have 
to be faced by every nation that is in acondition 
of development, The Land-Tax Bill was rejected 
by a large majority in the House of Represen- 
tatives, though probably not half a dozen out of 
the two hundred and fifty members votin 
against the measure had any real doubt that they 
would one day be obliged to vote for it. Their 
opposition was founded not on the merits of the 
proposal but on the fact that it was not accom: 
panied by Administrative re-organization, In 
short, they had no confidence in the Cabinet pro- 
posing the tax, Why, then, did they not make 
that point perfectly plain? Why did they 
place themselves in the embarrassing posi- 
tion of seeming to reject the measure be- 
cause they disapproved of any increase of 
the Land Tax as a matter of principle, 
whereas they disapproved of it solely for colla- 
teral reasons? The truth is that the radical 
defect of Japanese politi 8 atpresent is want 
of resolution, They shrink from taking a stand 
that will render them a plain target for the 
shafis of public opinion, and preter to leave 
themselves always some margin for paring and 
pruning. They lookto the right and to the left, 
waste their time in retrospect and circumspec- 
tion, instead -of directing their gaze straight 
ahead, resolutely choosing their objective poi 
and marching towards it ndeviatingly, It is 
true that an unflinching altitude invites attack 
and provokes critcism, but if the cause be 
good it must triumph in the end, and the more 
lutely it has been pursued, the more signal 
success. 





























ane 

Count Itagaki writes a long article in the 
Totyo Shimbun, roundly accusing the statesmen 
in power and severely criticizing the political 
parties, The gist of his argument is that cabi- 
nets not taking their mandate from the Diet 
are utterly opposed to the spirit of constitutional 
institutions, and that the methods employed to 
keep them in power—official interference at 
elections, bribery and corruption, and makiug 
official posts the reward of political partisanship 
—have such « demoralizing effect upon the 
people that it were better for public morality 
had the constilution never been granted, and 
had the administration remained in the hands 
of an oligarchy. The nation at large has 
been nomimully invested with the privilege 
of managing its own affairs, but in prac- 
tice it is effectually prevented from enjoying 
that privilege. And now these statesmen, 
who have hitterto stood aloof from parties, are 
about to organise a party of their ow order 
that they may temaia in office. ‘The nucleus 
of their party is to be the so-called * busi- 
ness men,” who, also, have never hitherto allied 
themselves with any of the politici slug 
gling for the reality of constitutional institations, 
Count Itagaki has 4 great deal to say about these 
buyiness men, but his censure of them seems to 
admit no construction except that the mercantile 
and manufacturing classes are not worthy to 
take part in politics. Apparently he has not 
yet shaken himself free from the ancient con 
vention which placed the agriculiurist next alter 
the military man, and relegated the artisan and 
the trader to the lowest place. Turning to the 
political parties—the Liberals and the Progres- 
sisis—he censnres them for sxcrificing wational 
interests 10 patuchial. They do not look, he 
declares, beyond the limits of the littl districts 
they represent. They regard the State from 
the point of view of the village and the hamlet. 
Count Itagaki does not attempt to explain why 
t siete wrong nol to entrust to these paro- 







































peuucians the control and directions of 


the state’s affairs, He leaves to others the task 
of filling up that hiatus in his argument, 
* 





A series of articles is. commenced by the 
Nippon on the subject of domestic politics. 
Only one has thas far appeared, but it furnishes 
a sufficient index (o the contents of the re- 
mainder. ‘The Mippon's object is to show that 
the band of Sat-Cho clansmen by whom the 
Administrative power has been grasped since 
the beginning of the Afeij# era are the political 
descendants of the Fujiwara, the Minamoto, and 
the Tokugawa. As between the last three 
families, the Tokugawa Regents are judged by 
our contemporary to have been the most aus 
tocratic and sacrilegious, but so far as we can 
understand, the proof of that somewhat novel 
proposition is deduced solely {rom religions 
considerations, By some process of reasoning 
too subile to appeal strongly to alien minds, it i 
inferred that the relations between the Fujiwa 
and the Kasuga Shrine at the Nara, and the rel 
tion between the Genji and the Hachiman Shrine 
at Tsurugaoka, did less violence to the Imperial 
Principle than the relation betweew the Toku- 
gawa andthe Gongen of Nikko. Ifthe Fujiwara’s 
tenure of power continued for more than four 
hundred years, whereas the Tokugawa’s lasted 
less than three centuries, the difference may be 
attributed in great part to the judgment of 
heaven. Coming to the Sat-Cho clansmen, the 
Nippon considers that tneir knell has now been 
rung after thirty years of office. The interval 
may seem short when compared with thi 
covered by the rule of the Fujiwara, the Toku- 
gawa or even the Genji, but then the times have 
changed, This is an era of progress and civili- 
zation, Abuses cannot flourish long in the at- 
mosphere of to-day. Our readers will doubtless 
wish to know how the Mippon establishes a 
parallel between the Sut-Cho clansmen and the 
great military families that possessed themselves 
of the administration in past ages, but the steps 
of the argument are not very profound. The 
main contention is that all the highest offices 
of State are occupied by partisans of the two 
great clans; that titles have been created for 
their advantage ; that the posts of ‘ commander- 
in-chief” and ‘field marshal” were made by 
them in order to be filled by themselves ; that 
grand cordons and grand orders of merit are 
their special perquisites; that, in short, they 
monopolise the sweets of place and power as 
thoroughly as did the adherents of the Fujiwara 
or the Tokugawa. But the fiat for their over- 
throw has gone forth. The union of the poli- 
tical parties marks the opening of a new epoch, 
We need scarcely analyse the article any further, 

. 




































. 
The Hochi Shimbun, ‘under the pretext of 
offering good advice to Marquis Ito, seeks to 
discredit the business men and politicians that 
have espoused his cause, by applying to them 
the familiar old epithet “ official.” It is some 
time since members of the Opposition in the 
Lower Honse and their journalistic partisans 
made a daily habit of dubbing their adversaries 
“pro-official,” and employed the term with 
such an assumption of disdain that it came to 
be counted altogether opprobri The Hocki 
revives it now, and we shall doubtless hear it 
very often within the nextfew months, The 
Aochi's counsel to Marquis Ito is that if he wants 
to form a political party, he must resign his 
office. We find no reason advanced for such 
advice, Itis based solely onthe shallow and 
silly idea that party-organizing is too serious 
a business to be undertaken as an accompani 
ment to official duties. short, the Hoché 
seeks lo create the impression that Marquis 
Ito is not really in earnest about this party pro- 
ject, and that people making any sacrifice to 
assist him will have their labour for their pains. 


























GREA1 BRITAIN AND FRANCE. 
pceactines Sais 


The Fji Shimpo reports that on the 18th 
inst. a Toreign firm in Yokohama received a 
telegram from London saying that the relatioi 
between Great Britain and France are ina very 
critical condition, Commercial firms are in « 
state of consternation, especially thuse which 
have largée/bomnections with France. 
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THE NEW CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL 
CODES, 


sad 

Dr. Lénholm has now published a trans- 
lation of the whole Civil Code of Japan, 
including the revised portions which re- 
cently received the consent of both Houses 
of the Diet. The history of this Code 
may be briefly summarized. It was ori- 
ginally drafted by M. Boissonade de Fon- 
tarabie, the eminent French jurist. He 
naturally worked mainly on the lines of 
French law. Having undergone some 
revision at the hands of a committee ap- 
pointed by the Government, the Code 
was duly promulgated in 1890, and would 
have become effective in 1892, had not 
the Diet passed a measure postponing the 
operation until, at latest, June 3oth, 1898, 
for purposes of revision. The Diet added 
a provision that if any portions of the 
Code were revised by an earlier date and 
approved by the Legislature, they might 
be put into effect at once. A committee 
of re n was immediately appointed, 
and by the close of 1895 it found itself in 
a position to present to the Diet the first 
three Books of the Code. These received 
the Diet’s approval in March, 1896, and 
were promulgated immediately afterwards, 
but not put into effect, the date of their 
operation being left for subsequent deter- 
mination by Imperial Ordinance. The 
remaining two Books related to ‘ Fami- 
ly” and “Succession ” and bore, conse- 
quently, an intimate relation to the cus- 
toms and traditions of the nation. Thus 
their revision demanded exceptional care. 
It was completed in time to submit the 
two Books to the Diet in ils recent 
session, and, having obtained the approval 
of the Legislature, they. will doubtless be 
promulgated speedily, the whole probably 
going into effect from cither July 1st or 
July 15th. We have two English versions 
of the first three Books: one by Mr. 
J. H. Gubbins, the other by Dr. Lénholm, 
and the latter expert now adds a transla- 
tion of Books IV. and V., and prints the 
whole in one volume. Dr. Lénholm is 
eminently qualified for the task he has un- 
dertaken. In addition to a close acquain- 
tance with the Japanese and English lan- 
guages, he possesses an intimate know- 
ledge of German law, upon which the revised 
Code is founded. For though, as we have 
said, its original basis was French, the 
revisers, Messrs. Hozumi (C), Tomii, and 
Ume, have practically recast it from be; 
ning to end, taking the new German Civil 
Code for model. Very little indeed re- 
mains of M. Boissonade’s Code, and it is 
evident that a jurist versed in the German 
system which constitutes the skeleton of 
this body of laws must have considerable 
facility in rendering them into an European 
language. Dr. Lénholm has had the bene- 
fit of the assistance of Professor H. T, 
Terry, of the College of Law in the Im- 
perial University, for putting the English 
translation into correct shape, and we may 
at once compliment both experts upon the 
results of their labour in this respect, for 
nothing could be clearer, more concise, or 
better constructed than the phraseology 
they have employed. 

Concerning the Code as a whole, it 
seems to be afine piece of legislation, re- 
flecting great credit upon the Japanese 
revisers, Dr. Lénhohm prefers to call 
them compilers. He says that, “instead 
of simply revising the original draft, they 
made a wholly new Code, modelled very 
closely upon the new German Civil Code 























and entirely different yGOogte™ manner of calculation 











Code.” However that may be, they have 
done their work well, and will receive 
considerable applause from European 
jurists. To Dr. Lénholm, also, great 
praise is due for giving us such a good 
English version, and for giving it to us so 
promptly. The presence in this country 
of such an intelligent and rapid interpreter 
of Japanese laws is of great value no less 
to the Japanese Government than to the 
foreign community. 

One of the most interesting parts of 
this new Code from the foreigner’s point 
of view is the “Law concerning the 
Application of Law in general.” It is to 
that section that we must go for informa- 
tion as to the responsibility of the foreign 
resident vis-2-vts the laws : in other words, 
for information as to the nationality of 
the law governing his actions. When we 
pass under Japanese jurisdiction we shall 
have a very keen interest in knowing such 
things as whether our capacity todo a 
juristic act is determined by the law of 
Japan or by the law of our own country 5 
whether our matrimonial affairs are go- 
verned by Japanese law or by English ; 
whether questions of divorce are control- 
led by the laws of this country or by those 
of our native land, and soon. All these 
problems are determined in the clearest 
and most intelligible manner by the Law 
of Application ’—the work of Mr. Hozu- 
mi, we believe—and our readers will be 
pleased to hear that the general tendency 
of the enactment is to maintain the appli- 
cability of his own national laws to the 
foreigner. For example—it is provided 
that the capacity of a person is governed 
by the law of his nationality; that the 
question as to what law is applicable in 
regard to the existence or effect of a 
juristic act is determined by the intention 
of the parties to it; that the effect, as toa 
third person, of the transfer of an obliga- 
tion, is governed by the law of the domi 
cile of the debtor; that the  requi- 
sites of a marriage are goverued as to 
each party by the law of his or her 
nationality, the forms, however, being 
governed by the law of the country where 
it is celebrated: that the effect of a 
marriage and the matrimonial property are 
governed by the law of the husband’s 
nationality ; that divorce is governed by 
the law of the nationality to which the 
husband belongs at the time when the 
facts forming the cause of divorce arise ; 
that the legitimacy of a child is determined 
by the law of the country to which the 
husband of the mother belongs at the time 
when the child is born; that succession is 
governed by the law of the ancestor, and 
so on through thirty articles of the most 
explicit character. This section of the law 
seems to us to be a model of lucidity and 
conciseness. . 

Very great interest attaches, of course, 
to the fourth and fifth Books of the Code ; 
that is to say, the Books embodying the 
laws relating to Family and Succession. 
Speaking broadly, the provisions of these 
laws do not apply to foreigners residing 
in Japan. When ‘we say, therefore, that 
great interest attaches to them, we address 
ourselves to students of Japanesg ethics, 
for it will be at once apparent that these 
Books embody the customs and principles 
which have now received the endorsement 
of modern Japanese legislators. The 
laws relating to marriage first invite 
attention. Here we find that the pro- 
hibited degrees of relationship are the 
same as those observed in England, and 
also tlfe 





is 














same, namely, by reckoning from one of 
the persons related to the common stock 
and so down to the other person. Up to 
the third degree, inclusive, marriages 
between relatives are forbidden, and this 
holds with regard to affinity as well as 
with regard to collateral relatives. Thus 
aman may not marry his deceased wife’s 
sister, since she is related to him inthe 
second degree of affinity ; nor his sister's 
daughter nor his deceased wife’s sister’s 
daughter, for both are in the third degree; 
but he may marry his first cousin, for she 
stands in’ the fourth degree. The mini- 
mum legal age for marriage is 17 in the 
case of a man and 15 in the case of a 
woman, and marriage takes effect on 
notification to the registrar, being thus a 
purely civil contract. As to divorce, it is 
provided that the husband and wife may 
effect it by mutual consent, and its legal 
recognition takes the form of an entry by 
the registrar, reference being ueces- 
sary to the judicial authorities. Where 
mutual consent is not obtained, however, 
an action for divorce must be brought, 
and here it appears that the rights of the 
woman do not receive the same recogni- 
tion as those of the man. Thus, although 
adultery committed by the wife constitutes 
a valid ground of divorce, we do not find 
that adultery on the husband's pact 
furnishes a plea to the wife, Ill-treatment 
or gross insult, such as renders living 
together impracticable, or desertion, con- 
stitules a reason for divorce from the wife's 
point of view, and since no treatment can 
be worse nor any insult grosser than open 
inconstancy on the part of a husband, 
it is conceivable that a judge might con- 
sider that such conduct render#living to- 
gether impracticable. But inthe presence 
of an explicit provision with regard to the 
wife’s adultery and in the absence of any 
such provision with regard to the hus. 
band’s we doubt whether a court of law 
would exercise discretion in favour of the 
woman. The fact is disappointing, but 
in asking for a fuller recognition of the 
woman’s right, we are aware that we ask 
for more than the law of England grants. 
All of us remember Justice Maule’s cele- 
brated address to the poor man convict- 
ed of bigamy in 1845, but all of us do vot 
remember, perhaps, that the law of Eng- 
land, as amended in 1857 and now in force, 
provides that adultery on the husband’s 
part does not give the wife a claim to 
divorce, unless the adultery is coupled 
with such cruelty as would, without ad- 
ultery, have entitled her to the desired 
remedy. One can not help wishing, how- 
ever, that the peculiar code of morality 
observed by husbands in this country had 
received some condemnation at the hands 
of the framers of the new Code. It is 
further laid down that a “person who 
judicially divorced or punished because 
of adultery can not contract a marriage 
with the other party tothe adultery.” If 
that extended to the husband it would be 
a most excellent provision, well calculated 
to correct one of the worst social abuses 
in this country. Unfortunately, as we 
have seen, it applies apparently to the 
case of the wife only. Readers of the 
new law will note, of course, that divorce 
by the husband against the wish of the 
wife is not recognised as lawful. The 











practical value of that restriction depends, 
of course, on the docility of the wife. 
There are not many women in Japan 
who could refuse to become a party to 
the “ mutual consent” arrangement if they 
were|coowinced that they had lost their 
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husband’s affection and that he could not 
live comfortably with them. 

Many points in the Family Law strike 
the foreign student as novel and interest- 
ing. Such, for example, are the provisions 
relating to the entry of a man into the 
house of his wife; in other words, the mar- 
riage of a man to a woman who remains 
the head of a house. The head of a 
house isa very important personage in 
Japan, being charged with the duty 
of supporting the members, of controlling 
their affairs, to a large extent, of manag- 
ing the property of the house, and of bear- 
ing its name. The law recognises a 
woman’s title to discharge these functions. 
She may not only be the head of the house 
as regards the members of the family, 
but it she takes a husband, he adopts 
her name and it becomes her right lo use 
his property and appropriate the profits of 
it. Speaking generally, a wife’s property 
does not pass into her husband’s posses- 
sion. He is merely its manager, and he 
can not alienate it without her coasent. 
There are several articles bearing upon 
this point, and the last in the Section says: 
—"Such property asa wife, or the hus- 
band of the head of a house, had before 
the marriage, or acquires during the 
marriage in his or her own name, is his or 
her separate property.” It follows, there- 
fore, that ifa wife'can make any money 
in her own name, she is entitled to keep 
it for herself, and her husband has no 
legal claim to it. 

By the law relating to natural children 
we find that much latitude is allowed in 
the interests of the child, Thus a father 
can.ackgowledge a natural child, making 
it what is called a shoshé, and if, subsequ- 
ently to acknowledgment, the father and 
mother marry, the shoshé acquires the 
status of a legitimate child, such status 
reckoning back, apparently, to the time 
of birth. But if the acknowledgment is 
made after the parents have married, the 
status of legitimacy is acquired from the 
time of acknowledgment only. The ac- 
knowledgment of a child is effected by the 
same simple process as marriage, namely, 
a notification to the registrar. 

There are many interesting points in 
the section relating to Parental Power, the 
Family Council, the Duty of Support—a 
duty which, we may mention, is held to 
exist between brothers and sisters—the 
Forms of a Will and Legal Portions, but 
we have not space to refer to them in 
detail. Indeed these two Books, the 
fourth and the fifth, contain more informa- 
tion about the traditions and customs 
respected by the Japanese nation than 
foreign investigators could hope to obtain 
by independent research, 

Dr. Lénholm has also published a trans- 
lation of the revised Commercial Code, of 
which the revisors were Professors Ume 
and Okano and Mr. Tanabe. It may be 
interesting to note, with regard to the 
history of the Commercial Code, that 
it was originally compiled by Dr. Résler, 
an eminent German jurist. Dr. Résler’s 
specialty is said to have been international 
law. His employment for the purpose of 
drafting a commercial code was, perhaps, 
a deviation from the fitness of things, 
but a man of his ability might be trusted 
not to make a signal failure under any 
circumstances. Nevertheless his Code 
left a great deal to be desired, especially 
when judged by the most modern 
standards. Moreover, he worked in- 
dependently of Mr, Boissonade, the com- 
piler of the Civil Code, and som¢confict 




















between the two bodies of laws was there- 
fore inevitable. In these facts Japanese 
legislators found sufficient reason to post- 
pone the operation of certain portions of 
the Code until revision could be effected. 
Other portions—the Laws of Bankruptcy, 
of Partnership and Companies, and of 
Bills of Exchange, &c—being urgently 
necded, were put into force in July, 1893, 
but it was arranged that the whole should 
be simultaneously subjected to revision. 
The task has been excellently ac- 
complished, but the revisors approached 
the work with such radical intelligence 
that the result is a substantially new 
Code ; a very marked improvement on 
the original draft, and eminently prefera- 
ble from the point of view that all its 
provisions have been brought into 
strict accord with the Civil Code. The 
question now arises, however, when will 
this new Code take effect? It failed to 
come up for discussion during the recent 
session of the House of Representatives, 
owing to the latter's dissolution, and 
unless the Government resorts to the ex- 
pedient of enacting it by urgency 
ordinance, it must await approval by the 
Diet five months hence, the originally 
compiled Code—or rather the portions of 
it that were not enforced in 18g90—being 
put into operation in the interval. We 
observe that Messrs. Kelly and Walsh, 
advertising this translation, announce 
that the new Commercjal Code will come 
into force during the course of the present 
year. That is a very courageous pre- 
diction. We should like to be able té 
credit it, but we can not. No doubt 
many advantages would be gained by 
enacting the new Code at once, but there 
would always be the risk that the Diet 
might refuse, in its next session, to give 
post-facto approval to the enacting 
Ordinance, which would then lose its 
force and the nation would have to 
revert to the 1893 Code. Unfor- 
tunately the Diet has shown that it 
can not always be trusted to adopt 
the course most conducive to the 
public interests. The Government will 
scarcely be bold enough to trust it. We 
have very little doubt that the remaining 
portions of the Commercial Code will go 
into operation, as originally enacted, from 
July 1st, 1898. In that event, it is toler- 
ably certain that the revised Code will not 
be substituted for the old until some 
time in the year 1g00, since considerations 
connected with Treaty Revision and with 
the preliminary notice that must be given 
to the Powers, render it inadvisable that 
any radical change should be made in the 
laws during 1899. Our conclusion is that 
Dr. Lénholm’s translation of the new 
Commercial Code will not be practically 
valuable until eighteen months at least have 
elapsed, and we therefore refrain from 
commenting on its provisions further than 
to say that they are eminently lucid and 
free from superfluities of detail, and that 
the task of rendering them into English 
appears to have been accomplished with 
thorough understanding and skill. 








It was rumoured in Peking last week that 
Prince Ching, the President of the Tsungli 
Yamén, was dead. He was Vice-President of 
the Ministry of War. Originally a Prince of 
the 3rd order, Beileh, he was raised to the 2nd 
order in 1893. He has held many offices in 
Peking, and has never been out of the capital, 
except perhaps to the Eho Park, The Prince 
has constantly been connected with the Tsungli 
Yamén, and was reported to be a fait-minded 
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POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS, 

“+ 

It is very interesting and instructive 
to note the various expressions of public 
opinion elicited by the political develop- 
ments now taking place in Jap: At 
such a time the writings of the ¥4¢ Shim- 
po have special value. Nearly all the 
other leading journals of the capital are 
virtually party organs, Anything like 
impartial discussion is not to be expected 
from them. But the ¥ii does not lean 
in either direction, and, at the same time, 
the knowledge, experience, and keen in- 
sight of its editor lend weight to all his 
dicta. So far as outsiders can perceive, 
the outlook is very gloomy at present for 
the Aletji statesmen. The two great poli- 
tical parties seem to beon the eve of form- 
ing a union to oppose them, and unless 
in the two or three months remaining at 
the Cabinet's disposal before the general 
election some very resolute and successful 
steps be taken, the Ministry will find 
itself confronted by an overwhelming 
Opposition in the next session of the 
Diet. As yet, however, no such steps 
appear to have been taken, and peo- 
ple begin to ask whether the Govern- 
ment intends to sit with folded 
arms awaiting defeat, or whether it 
has some hidden plan. The Fie believes 
that Marquis Ito has a plan: he proposes 
to play off his opponents against one 
another. Examples of the efficacy of that 
device are not wanting in Japanese his- 
tory. The Fujiwara had recourse to it in 
order to secure their tenure of power in 
medizval times, They'used the Taira fa 
ly to restrain the Minamoto when tle 
latter because inconveniently strong, and 
they used the Minamoto to crush tlie 
Taira when the Taira’s power grew em- 
barrassing. If on the eve of their fall, the 
chiefs of the Fujiwara had been warned 
by a candid friend that their seat upon 
the arm of the balance could no longer be 
maintained, and that they must either des- 
cend into the arena and fight for their 
supremacy, or assign themselves to politi- 
cal extinction, they would probably have 
have left the counsel unheeded. The 
Tokugawa Regents constitute another 
example. Their estates aggregated only 
eight millions of Aoku, less than one-third 
of the total produce. They could not 
possibly have stood unaided against the 
whole country. But by a wonderfully 
adroit system of organization, they pil- 
ted the great feudal nobles against the 
great, the small against the small, 
thus effectually nullifying the capa- 
city of feudatories for independent resist- 
ance or effort, and strikingly illustrating 
the old maxim divide et wmpera. For 
nearly three centuries that programme 
achieved its purpose, but the day of 
doom came for the Tokugawa as it had 
come for the Fujiwara, and both alike 
failed to detect its approach. The Aesjt 
statesmen seem to have hitherto pursued 
cognate tactics. They did not want to 
be supported by a party wielding a large 
majority in the Lower House. Such a 
party would have been troublesomely 
self-assertive: it would have assessed its 











support ata price that the Government 
could not have afforded to pay for it. 
Two parties, neither of them possessing 
a plurality in the House, and each so near- 
ly equal in strength to the other that the 
balance of power would rest with a third 
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that is probably the state of affairs that 
they hope to see repeated. All, even the 
Liberals and the Progressists in combina- 
tion, will not command more than 130 or 
140 votes in the Lower House. ‘The 
Government may hope to raise a party of 
nearly equal strength, and then, by means 
of the so-called Independents and Busi- 
ness Men, a pro-official majority will be 
secured. The advantage of such an ar- 
rangement is that the Government’s sup- 
porters, not being strong enough to stand 
alone, could not accomplish anything if 
they broke away from it, and are therefore 
easily induced to stand by it. But the 
truth dawns upon them sooner or later: 
the truth that they are merely pulling the 
chesnuts out of the fire for other folks 
and gaining nothing substantial for them- 
selves. The ¥g7 is confident that the 
discovery has already been made. It be- 
lieves that, so far as Marquis Ito and his 
colleagues are concerned, their position is 
precisely analagous with that of the Fuji- 
wara and the Tokugawa on the eve of 
those great clans’ fall, and that the 
Marquis and his colleagues experience 
a similar difficulty in appreciating the 
facts of the situation. If they could 
persuade themselves to resign their 
titles and offices, and descend among 
the people as propagators of their 
own views on the platform and in the 
Diet, they could still win the victory with- 
out difficulty. But if they think that they 
can remain in power and continue to play 
the game of balance, they are egregiously 
mistaken. The ¥i7i addresses itself espe- 
pecially to Marquis Ito, for whose talents 
it has a sincere admiration. It reminds 
him that he sprang from nothing, and that 
the sacrifice he must now make if he hopes 
to secure another lease of power is not 
rendered painful by his antecedents. We 
may suppose the $77 Shimpo to be a good 
judge of the times. But Marquis Ito must 
be assumed to be at least equally clear- 
sighted. It seems to us that we are now 
confronted by the most interesting crisis 
in Japan’s modern history. 

















The second que ome may, per- 
haps, regard it as the first— is, what pro- 
gramme do the Liberals and Progressists 
in combination intend to pursue. Their 
proximale purpose is to overthrow the 
Government. hat is plain enough, But 
when the Government is overthrown, they 
want to take its place, and then they must 
have a constructive policy. Now it is a 
strange but undeniable fact that no hint 
has yet been given about that policy. The 
Liberals, before they declared in favour of 
union, were emphatically in favour of a 
positive policy in State affairs. They 
were uncompromisingly determined to 
persevere with the post-bel/um measures, 
and they were willing that new sources of 
revenue should be sought for that purpose. 
The Progressists, on the contrary, at 
any rate a considerable section of them, 
advocated a smaller scheme of military 
expansion and opposed additional taxa- 
tion. Their policy was negative. What, 
then, is to be the policy of the amalgamat- 
ed parties? It is significant that no hint 
has been given on this subject. Each of 
the new allies seems to shrink from seek- 
ing or offering an explanation which 
might at once over-strain the bond of 
ution. This phase of the situation is set 
forth by the Kokumin Shimbun in a 
clever article. 











The Progres: 


s and Lil shave] nigit b great difficulty 
now ceased to pexist under thos origi ‘m with reference 








and have amalgamated to form the “ Con- 
stitutional Party.” 





should formally dissolve organization, 


}for the law does not permit the cdopera- 


tion of two parties so long as they are 
independently registered. The Progres- 
sists conducted the ceremony of nominal 
dissolution in a quiet manner without any 
display of sentiment, So far, indeed, 
as the actual steps of procedure were 
concerned, both sides followed exactly 
the same routine. A resolution in favour 
of dissolution, having been drafted by the 
managers and adopted by the executive 
committee, was presented at the general 
meeting and passed, absolutely without 
dissent in the case of the Progressists, 
and virtually without dissent in the case 
of the Liberals. Only one Liberal, Mr. 
Komatsu Sansei, had the courage to raise 
his voice against the proposal. He argued 
that the Liberals, during many years of 
independent existence, had evolved a 
platform of their own which they could 
not conscientiously discard merely for the 
sake of forming an union with another 
party. He thought that the wisest plan 
would be for the two parties to arrange a 
programme of céoperation if they had a 
common purpose to achieve. The ex- 
perience gained during céoperation would 
show whether amalgamation was possible 
or desirable. But these views obtained 
no other supporter, and when the resolu- 
tion was put to the meeting Mr. Komatsu 
found himself in a minority of one. The 
terms of the resolution were identical for 
each party :— 

Our Patty, entertaining some profound convics 
tions with regard to domestic foreign affairs, 
iid being desirous of achieving the reality of con- 
stitutional Government, hereby determines to dis- 
solve its organi 1, in order to unite with oth 
patties actuated by the same purpose, thus form- 


1g ove greut pasty which will devote itself to the 
attainment of that aim. 

















When we say that there was some dis- 
play of sentiment on the Liberal side, we 
allude to a speech delivered by Count 
Itagaki. There were apparently ‘no 
speeches at all at the meeting of the Pro- 
gressists: they simply voted the resolu- 
tion and dispersed. Count Itagaki, how- 
ever, evidently felt the gravity of the 
occasion, and thought it necessary to 
take his fellow members into his con- 
fidence. After explaining that he had 
been suffering from a severe cold and 
would not have thought of attending the 
meeting had he not appreciated the great 
gravity of their circumstances and the 
necessity of declaring his views, he went 
on lo say:— 





‘The first intelligence I veceived with velerence 
to his plan of union was communicated to me by 
Mi. Hayashi Yuzo, He explained that there 
appemed to be « wide-spread feeling in favour of 
amalgamation, and that it was dested that the 
leaders of the two parties should take the matter 
into mature consideration, TL replied that if # 
general concensus existed, there was no occasion 
for protracted reflection ; it would be better to pro- 
ceed to union at once. ‘There could be wo doubt, 
in my opinion, that the continued retentio 
power by the class statesmen had bee 
failure of the two parties ta work logetl 
the mutual dissensions which had paralysed their 
potentiality, On the other hand, the arrange 
ments for union might prove very trouble. 
some, and I was desirous that they should be 
at once undertaken by Mr. Hayashi. and his 
fellowsthinkers, The Pragressists, I wan informed, 
were very keen about the matter, and were 
ready to make almest any concessions to 
about amalgamation. Bat [could not conceal 
from myself that while the mere act of union was 
easily within the co 







































nal It was necessary, as| 
a preliminary to union, that each party | | 


finance. These were the two vital questions of the 
time, aud unless some previous agreement was 
ved at with reference to them they were not 
likely to prove sources of friction after union had 
been effected. The reassessment of 
value uf land was also a problem th 
found interest for the Liberals, 
be maturely considered by way of pref 
toa 

















inary 
final step in the direction of amalgama- 








tion, The upshot of it all was that a resolution 
was come to in favour of « on a brief 
simple basis, Doubtless the spirit of the time 





is im of that consummation, Each 
party has tried the experiment of cSvperation 
with the clan statesmen, and each has found 
it a failue, The reason is that the Gove 
ment attaches no real importance to political 

ties, but n 
in taking the 
sider the session that has just closed. ‘The Cabinet 
introduced a Bill for increasing taxes and did not 
accompany it by any statement of expen 
When the House tefused to pass it, the 
lawless des of dissoluti was resorted 
a programme of repeated dissolutions was a 
tiounced—the very acme of unconstitutional pro- 
cedure. It is out of the question that political 

































parties stiould consent to be the playthings of 
such a Government, Men do not * bend the foot 
tule for the sake of straightening the inch scale.” 
‘The two parties are now about to amalgamate for 
the purpose of developing strength to overthrow 
the system of clan administration, Once amal- 
gamation has become an accomplished fact, the 
union must be carried out with all sincerity to the 
bitter end. ‘To-day the Party which for more 
ty years I have devoted myself to organ- 
to be dissolved, But the spirit that 
mates it will not disappear. [1 is to achieve 
the objects of our policy that we furm this unio 
When | was menaced with death in Gifu, I said 
that though Itagaki Taisuke might die, liberty 
could not die. Is it likely, then, that the spirit of 
liberty will be annihilated by t nw that we 
contemplate? We are not sacrificing aur own 
views to adopt those of others, We are joining 
others in order to carry out our own policy of 
liberty, He that would gain much must be pre- 
pated to concede alittle. I earnestly hope that 
you will adopt with complete unanimity the re- 
solution for amalgamation, 
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After the adoption of the resolution, an 
enthusiastic vote of thanks to Count Ita- 
gaki was passed, and cheers were given 
for him. In response to the wish of the 
Party expressed through one of the 
leading members, the Count declared his 
intention of continuing to work its 
interests with unabated zeal. The public 
can not doubt that for the sake of the 
cause he advocates, he is prepared to 
give up the position of leadership hitherto 
occupied by him, but we can not say that 
his tactics on this memorable occasion 
strike us as being very astute. He has 
managed to convey the impression that it 
is the Liberal Party which disappears, not 
the Progressist, and that all the sacrifice 
is on the side of the former. 








The organization of the so-called ‘ Con- 
stitutional Party ” is now an accomplished 
fact. The grand meeting at which the 
union of the Liberals and Progressists was 
cemented took place in the Shintomi 
Theatre on the afternoon of the 22nd in- 
stant. ‘There was a fine display of 
bunting; the stage and its immediate 
envionment were gaily draped in red and 
white; the chairman’s seat rose imposing 
in the background ; a business-like rostrum 
occupied the middle-distance ; some two 
thousand eager spectators stood or sat, 
packed tightly in the foreground; the 
strains of the city band floated overhead, 
and on colossal hoardings the manifesto 
of the new Party was raised like an idol 
for the worship of the multitudes, At 2 
p.m. Baron Kusumoto, formerly President 





g {of the House of Representatives, appeared 


upon the stage, and, having sought per- 

mission to propose a chairman, nominated 

Mr, Kataoka Kenkichi, the immediate ex- 

Président, who was voted to the post by 
WT INOIS 2 
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acclamation. Mr. Kataoka spoke briefly. 
He had not very much to say. The 
gist of it was that the two Parties 
had made a noble effort when they de- 
cided to bury all their old animosities, 
dissolve their previous organizations, and 
link hands under a common banner for a 
victorions campaign against a system 
which was sapping the country’s energies 
and enabling the clan statesmen to plant 
their feet upon the necks of their disunit- 
ed opponents. Of course he alluded to 
the crises that were impending abroad 
and at home, and of course his words 
were cheered to the echo, Then followed 
Mr. Hiraoka: Kotaro, on behalf of the 
organizing committee. He, too, was 
proud to think that the two parties were 
no longer to follow the example of the 
fighting fishes which fell an easy prey to 
the net of their enemy; and he, too, felt. 
persuaded that at a time when such pro- 
blems at the operation. of ‘Ireaty Revision 
and the question of the Far East were 
pressing for solution, nothing could be 
more unfortunate than that the capacities 
of the nation should be paralysed by an 
interminable struggle between the clan 
statesmen and the people’s representatives, 
But there was another subjectthat occupied 
a large place in the vista of this speake 
reflections—the danger that internal dis- 
sensions might wreck the fair union formed 
under such happy auspices. He prayed 
that all petty grounds of quarrel might be 
sacrificed on the altar of the common 
cause, and that they might march to vic- 
tory without a check. 





The last speaker was Mr. Hatoyama 
Kazuo. His remarks deserve more pro- 
tracted notice than those of the -above 
politicians. He said that when, as a 
member of the organizing committee, he 
approached the task of negotiating the 
union, it was with many apprehensions 
as. to the difficulties lying in the way. 
But in fact there had been no difficulties 
atall. It had been as easy as setting fire 
to dry reeds. (A Vo The clan 
statesmen burn up with the conflagra- 
tion”), But even when the representa- 
tives of the parties in Tokyo had been 
brought into line, there remained the con- 
stituencies to consult, some of them six 
or seven hundred miles away. The 
slightest opposition on their side might 
have produced troublesome and lengthy 
complications, There had been no oppo- 
sition. A single telegrain had settled the 
whole question. Could there be any 
doubt that the spirit of the time was with 
them? They had heard two or three con- 
gratulatory telegrams read aloud by a 
Secretary. If all that had been received 
were read to them, the task would occupy 
them until the following morning. The 
responsibility of having allowed a useles 
talentless (mut mund) body of clan states: 
men to remain in power so long rested 
with the political parties. But the time 
to make amends had come. The Govern- 
ment’s only way of escaping its fate had 
been by dissolution after. dissolution. 
Such a hand-to-mouth Government was 
not fit to be entrusted with the manage- 
ment of State affairs. But now that the 
Constitutional Party was formed to take 
its place, the nation would at length find 
itself under Ministers having a fixed and 
intelligent policy. They might ask how 
would the clan Government be driven out 
and the people’s nominees substituted for 
it. There were two ways. 
this Government 





























One-was that | a 
vialready, ep Ke 9p <i ge ; | 


dissolution, would be so alarmed at the 
organization of the Constitutional Party 
that it would lay down its arms and take 
to flight, when nothing would be neces- 
sary except to step into its vacant 
place. Marquis Ito had talked of 
forming an Imperialist Party (TZetsed- 
to) and Mr. Kaneko was understood 
to have coquetted industriously with the 
“Business Men,” but sad silence had 
suddenly overtaken these busy voices, 
and it was easy to infer that the clans- 
men were getting ready to fly. Probably 
the politicians he was addressing would 
find themselves introducing the Budget in 
the next session of the Diet and seeking 
the House’s consent. But if the Clan 
Government remained with eyes closed 
to its impending fate; if, deluded by 
flatterers, it clung to power in the face of 
the general elections—a proceeding al- 
most Too absurd to be contemplated,— 
then the Constitutionalists must attack it. 
They would not be impelled by individual 
ambition. They had only one thought— 
to devote themselves heart and soul, in 
their country’s cause, to the overthrow of 
clan Government and its replacement by 
responsible Cabinets. If attack were 
necessary, they would attack. Nothing 
could be simpler than their plan of cam- 
paign. They must reject the budget ix 





toto—reject it again and again; reject it 
as often as the Government chose to pre- 
sentit. Nothing could be easier ; nothing 
more efficacious. They had only merely to 
taketheir places session after session in the 
House and record their votes. However 
obstinate the Government might be, it 
would have to yield at last. But there 
must be no violence; no assassination. It 
would be their duty, too, to remember 
that they were not working in the inter- 
ests of individuals. To whomsoever’s 
fortune the portfolio of a Mini: 
fall, the rest must not be jealou: 
wise their grand object would be imperil- 
led, It should be enongh for them to 
hand down to posterity the undying fame 
of having been the founders of party 
cabinets. 





This speech was perfectly in accord 
with the humour of the assembled politi- 
cians: they cheered it tothe echo, It did 
not occur to them, apparently —why 
should it have occurred to them, indeed, 
when it did not occur to a man like Mr. 
Hatoyama?—that to call the makers of 
modern Japan “useless and talentless” 
must impart an element of extreme absur- 
dity to the whole of the meeting’s pro- 
ceedings. What would youth and inex- 
perience be, however, were they without 
conccit and assurance ? 





Nothing raised such a storm of cheers 
as the announcement that Counts Okuma 
and Itagaki had formally applied to be 
admitted as members of the Party, and 
had promised to work for it, heart and 
soul. Count Nagaki has always been a 





publicly enrolled member of the Liberal |, 


Partp except when he held the portfolio 
of Home Affairs in the Ito Cabinet. But 
in Count Okuma's case no direct relation- 
ship with the Progres 
ly admitted. ¢ step he has now taken 
is therefore decidedly interesting. 


In a_ previous @ we published a 
translation of a document believed to be 
the Party’s mainfesto, The document 
having now been authoritatively endorsed, 
ad exhibited at the meetiog described 

















sists has been open-| 


(1) The Imperial Court shall be revered and the 
Constitution maintained. (3) A responsible Cabinet 
shall be formed, and the responsibilities of Ministers 
accurately defined. (3) The foreign policy shall be 
based on the preservation of peace, the promotion of 
commerce, and the strict prevervation of the balance 
of power. (4) Domestic administration shall be re- 
formed so as to eradicate the evils of needless mul- 
tiplicity of correspondence and forms of procedure 
(5) Proper equilibrium shall be established between 
the income and expenditure of the State so as to 
place the finances on a sound footing. (6) Means of - 
communication shall be developed, (7) Education 
shall be encoursged in order to promote scientific 
attainments. (8) Armaments shall be in proportion to 
the national strength. (9) ‘The abuses connected with 
the centralization of authority shall be eradicated so 
as to secure the development of lucal self-government, 
(10) Sources of capital shall be opened with a view to 
promoting productive enterprises. 











Manifestoes are generally worthless 
documents ; they have to be framed on 
such broad lines that they practically mean 
nothing at all, Not a politician in the 
country would feel the smallest conscien- 
tious scruple about affixing his name to 
the above, and what adds to the comedy 
is that not one of the ten items has really 
anything to do with the formation of the 
new union. The whole manifesto might be 
reduced to two words :—“ Party Cabinets.” 








According to the Zokyo Shimbun a meeting 
of the Organising Committee of the Constitu- 
tional Party was held on the aoth instant at the 
Manufacturers’ Club Hall in Tokyo, when the 
following regulations were adopted :: 

Au. L—The Head Office for te Party shall be 
established in ‘Tokyo, and its branches in vations 
cities and prefectures. Two bianches may be 
established in one district provided sanction be 
obtained fiom the Head Office. 

Aut. IL—The following officials shall be ap- 
ited in the Head Office, the term of their s 
being one year, and their te-election ad 




































sible: Presiding Committee of 4, 30 Councillors, 
5 Directors, and a number of commission 
HL—The Presiding Committee shall be 






general meeting of the Pasty, and be 
vested with the power of superintending all its 
affairs. 

At. 1V.—The Presiding Commitee is e 
powered to ottend a meeting of Councillors, b 
shall not take an active part in the decision. 

Art. Ve 
general meeting, thet 
upon and decide all the important affairs of the 
Party. 

Aut, VI—The Directors (Kanjf) shall be chosen 
by the Presiding Committee, and shall be entr 
fairs. 

Au. VIT—The Commissioners shall be ap- 
pointed by the Directors to teausaet miscellaneous 
affairs under the direction of the latter, 

Au. VIIL—The general meeting of the Party 
shall consist of the actual members of the Di 
the fo 1 tepresentatives, and delegates fro 
various prefectures. The vumber of 
he returned from each city ur prefect 
at four. 

Ad. IX—A general meeting shall be held in 
Tokyo prior to the session of the Diet, in order 
that the fundamental principles to he adhered to 
by the Party may be determined its financial posi- 
tion reported, 

Ant. X.—A special geueral meeting shall be 
convoked, whenever the Presiding Committee 
deems it necessary iu view of urgent matters for 
immediate consideration. 

At. XL—A meeting of the Council shall be 
convened by the Presiding Committee, [tma 
be held at any time by application fom 
» five Council 
Art. XIL—Any prison desirous to be enlisted 
member of the Pa secure the recor 
ndation of more than two members, and ob- 
approval by application at the office of the 
rict to which he belongs. 
‘The value of the branches must 
1 the app oval of the Head Office. 

A "XIV Withdrawal from the membership 
au be effected by presenting a teport to the 
branch to which the member belongs. 

At. XV.—Any member whose line of conduct 
is deemed improper shall ba liable to have Ins 
name struck out of the list. 

XVL—The ordinary expen 
Pasty shall be borne by its members ae 
presentatives from the v prefectures. They 


























re is fixed 




















































ve, we reproduce it here in its proper 






may) algy Ibe uipplied by special contributions or 
fupdsseserved forthe paeposge 
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Art. XVIL—Each member is required to pay 
at cost one yen a year at the Head Office. 

Aut. XVIIL—No provision in the statutes of 
the Party shall be attend except by the decision 
of the general meeting, 








THE GOVERNMEN! PARTY. 


It is evident that the enthusiasm dis- 





played a few days ago by the projectors f. 


of a Pro-Government Party has cooled 
down considerably. All the vernacular 
journals are agreed as to the fact, but all 
differ as to the cause. Some say that a 
split has taken place in the ranks of the 
business men,” who, at the outset, were 
conspicuously anxious to see the party 
organized, and that Messrs. Shibusawa 
Eiichi and Masuda Ko, two of the most 
influential merchants in Tokyo, are dis- 
posed to cry a halt. Others allege that 
Marquis Ito has not found the Satsuma 
element among the Megi statesmen as 
willing to endorse the project as was 
expected, and that without their hearty 
céoperation he is unwilling to proceed, 
lest while gaining new allies he should 
sacrifice old friends. Others, again, suggest 
that the politicians offering themselves as 
the nucleus of the intended Party do not im- 
prove upon close examination, and are not 
exactly suited to form the first stratum of 
a Government Party. Still others afirm 
that while the rank and file of the National 
Unionists are willing enough to take 
the field in the interests of the Cabi- 
net, their leader, Viscount Shinagawa, 
and his great ally, Count Kabayama, show 
no sign of lending their aid. Finally, 
there is an explanation which seems to us 
the most credible of all, namely, that men 
of age and experience see no occasion 
for hurry, and deem it wiser to wait a 
little until the result of the Liberal-Pro- 
gressist union can be more clearly esti- 
timated. Unquestionably many Japanese 
of light and leading are persuaded that 
the day for party cabinets is still far dis- 
tant. They do not deny that government 
by party is the inevitable outcome of the 
constitutional system, but they think that 
not a dozen among the members of the 
present House of Representatives have 
any comprehensive knowledge of the 
working of a Constitution, and that uatil 
at least one half of them are men born 
during the Mei era, there is no possibili- 
ty of safely introducing the party-cabinet 
system. At all events, whatever may be 
the cause, the scheme of a Government 
party is temporarily in abeyance. 








The Vorosu states that a member of its staff 
waited upon Mr. Sone, Minister of Justice, 
the 16th instant, and interviewed him as fol- 
low 





—Isittrue that the Gover 
ising a new political party ? 

A—Yes, that is quite natural, 
circumstances do wot permit adherence to the 
policy of isolation, So soon as the new party is 
inaugurated I intend to have my name and those 
of Marquis lio and Count Lunye placed on the 
list. 

Q.—The Government officials, if 1 remember 
aright, have hitherto been prohibited from holding 
any connection with political parties. How about 
that? 

A.—No special regulations exist in respect to 
these matt We nave certain sules to be eb- 
served among ourselves, but those cules may be 
changed according to our own convenienc 

-— Does the Government, in organising a 
poliical party, recognise the necessity of a party 
Cabinet? 

A.—Of course, Bat it depends en upon 
the progress the country may attain in e. 
ain not ina position to give any definite answer 


on this point, Although we may uivanike a uew 
4 Inger: 





ent proposes or 




































party and enlist ourselves: as (ol 








the Ministers may decline to follow us, and in that 
case the so called coalition Cabinet may be called 
into existence, 

Q.—Does it then follow that the Government is 
disposed to relinquish the principles uf the former 
“Imperialist Ministry?" 

A.—The public seems to imagine that the so. 
called Imperial istry is a ministry involving 

‘That is, however, 

the basis of 
inet. To 
forma ministry apart from the Imperial Cout is 
a_matter of impossibility, There can be no 
difference whatever as to the two farms ol istry. 
We in fact, exteeme Progressists in matters 
of principle, as might be proved by reference to 
the annals of the country since the Restoration, 
No nation on earth has ever displayed such a pros 
gressive spirit as now characterizes the Japanese 
Ministry. Conservatives and bigots are only to be 
lound in the new popular patties. We alone, both 
in principle and in practice, are on the path of 
steady progress. What attitude is to be taken by 
the Liberals and the Satsuma coteri@ when the 
Government presents in the winter session of the 
Diet bills telating to the general budgets and 
creased taxation? ‘They will be unable to say a 
word on the subject. The same will be the case 
with some of the Progressists, such as Mes: 
Nakano and Shimada, who lately expressed o 
nions iv favour of the maintenance of a conti: 
committee to investigate incirased taxation. 
combination of these parties seems to have 
not from uniformity in their political principles, 
but becanse each is unable to bear alone the enor. 
mous expenses comected with the forthcoming 
general election, [1 will be fortunate if their in 








































R e Codes necessary to the operation of 
the revised treaties, the Commercial Code was not 
passed through the Lower House an account of the 
dissolution of the Diet. How does the Govern- 
ment propose to deal with itP 

A is indeed perplexed in 
investigatio 










this respect, but ela 





Civil Law can be enforced in conjunction with the 
old Commercial Code, No necessity therefore 
exists for the issue of an Urgency Ordinance in 
respect to the problem, 
mour tas it that the Gover in 
creating an increased taxation party, has arranged 
to secure the support of the business men, though 
whose pecuniary influence a victory may be 
gained at the general election, Does not the Gu- 
venment recognise the necessity, under these 
tances, for the issue of an Urgency Ordi- 

nance 1 regard (o the prohibition of bribery ? 

A—No. The Government had alveady recog 
nised the importance of such a measme, and had 
suboritted a bill to the Diet for the revision of the 
Election Law. Unfortunately, however, the bill 
having failed to be passed, o alternative exists 
but to have recourse to the Ordinance previuusly 
issued, wud to secure rigorous police control, 

Q —When will the general election take place P 

A.—On the 18h August, 




































THE HIGH COMMERCIAL SCHOOL, 


+ 

There has been another of those scholas- 
tic disturbances for which Japan is becom- 
ing remarkable. ‘The scene of this latest 
experience is the High Commercial 
School, Its Director, Mr. Koyama, was 
recently appointed Vice-Minister of Edu- 
cation, and Professor Kanda Naibu, of 
the Imperial University, became Director 
pro tem. being ultimately replaced by Mr. 
Shimizu, an instructor in the University. 
It does not appear that there is any special 
objection to Mr. Shimizu, but the students 
of the Commercial School did not consi- 
der him fully qualified to hold such an 
important post, and they accordingly ex- 
pressed their dissatisfaction in plai 
terms. There was no refusal to attend 
classes, or any extreme step of that kind, 
yet the situation gradually became intole- 
rable, and had not Mr. Shibusawa Eiichi 
intervened, the trouble might have as- 
sumed large dimensions. 

Mr. Shibusawa is one of the patrons of 
tha School, and his leading position in the 
ebligs world naturally gives him, great 








influence. In deference to his advice the 
students abandoned their attitude of pro- 
test, and things are now progressing 
quietly. It is not a particularly exciting 
story, and we should scarcely have wearie 

our readers by relating it did it not derive 
some interest from a collateral incident, 
namely, the publication of a leading article 
on the subject by the Mainichi Shimbun. 
The article is so long that were we to 
translate it verbatim, fully three of our 
columns would have to be devoted to its 
reproduction. Yet from first to last there 
is not the faintest suggestion that the stud- 
ents are reprehensible for having ventured 
to make such a protest. Japan is a 
wonderful country in some respects. The 
Minister of State for Education, acting on 














the recommendation of the Vice-Minister, 
appoints to the directorate of a school 
aman whose name has long been on the 
tapis in connexion with the post; the 
students forthwith undertake to denounce 
the appointment, though they have had 
no opportunity of judging—even suppos- 
ing them competent to judge—the new 
director’s qualifications, and a leading 
newspaper, discussing the matter editori- 
ally at great length, confines its remarks 
solely to the director's antecedents— 
which, though not striking, are irreprdach- 
able—to the supposed narrowness of the 
Minister’s views, and to the history of the 
School, but does not find space fora word 
in condemnation of the students’ presump- 
tion and want of discipline. 








A REMARRABLE PICTURE, 
oe ge 





The Imperial Household Department 
has just issued a remarkable picture 
—probably the most remarkable in the 
world, It is nothing less than a collection 
of portraits of all the sovereigns that 
have ruled Japan. Even the semi-mythical 
beings that reigned in the ages before 
Jimmu are represented, the distinction of 
a nimbus being added in their case. What 
artist conceived their likenesses, we do 
not know, not does it much matter. 
Neither they nor any of the Zenno prior 
to the sixth century can be regarded as 
historical personages, however profound 
may be the faith of the Japanese people 
on the subject. But even though we 
confine ourselves to the comparatively 
moderate estimate covering thirteen 
centuries, it is plain that we have to rely 
on tradition and imagination for portraits 
of the sovereigns up to the tenth or 
the eleventh century, inasmuch as, so 
far as we know, Japan did not possess, 
at an earlier date, any artists capa- 
ble of transferring the Imperial linea- 
ents to paper. [tis true that the fifth 
in descent from the Chinese immigrant 
painter Nanriu is supposed to have receiv- 
ed the title of Yamato Yeshi from Emperor 
Shotoku in the eighth century, and that 
the Korean Kawanari, who enjoyed the 
patronage of the Emperor Saga (810 A.D.), 
is said to have painted from memory so 
accurate a likeness ofa fugitive servant 
that it served asa means of identifying 
the man. These artists, as well as Kose 
no Kanaoka (ninth cemury) and his im- 
mediate followers, the representatives of 
the Kose School, may have painted port- 
raits of the Emperors. But it has never 
been alleged that they did so. The only 
claim advanced, we understand, is that 
pictures of the Emperors, drawn by Tosa 
artists, up to the g7th dynasty are preserv- 
ed idrthenbibimarynof the Palace. Now the 
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painter Fujiwara no Tsunetaka in the 
thirteenth century, and even if we suppose 
that his predecessors of the Yamato 
School, from Kasuga Motomitsu down- 
wards, were employed to transmit like- 
nesses of the Emperors, we do not get 
back any farther than the beginning of 
the eleventh century, That imethod of 
calculation cuts off seventy-one dynasties, 
from Jimmu to Go-Ichijo, and makes the 
list of credible portraits commence with 
Go-Shujaku. Hence, out of the 97 Em- 
perors whose likenesses are roughly said 
to have been limned by Tosa artists, only 
26 appear to admit of that description. 
As for the succeeding 23 Sovereigns 
down to the immediate predecessor of the 
present Emperor—whose dynasty is the 
I2ist—statues of them all, carved in 
wood, are preserved in the temple Senyu- 
ji, which has been the burial place of the 
Emperors from 1244 A.D. to the present 
day. We are here repeating information 
obtained from the Imperial Household 
Department. It was not previously within 
our knowledge that statues of the Sover- 
eign buried at Senyu-ji are preserved 
there. Indeed, according to popular 
notions, the only important heirloom of 
the Fushimi temple is a tooth of Buddha, 
large enough to have been taken from the 
jaw of a fifteen-hands horse. Students of 
Japanese art will, therefore, be much in- 
terested to learn of these statues, and 
since photographic likenesses of them are 
reproduced in the picture spoken of 
above, it deserves to be called remarkable 
even without taking account of the 26 
Tosa likenesses which are also included 
in the long array of faces. By whatever 
process the portraits of the Sovereigns 
prior to the eleventh century were obtain- 
ed, they must be regarded as more or less 
apocryphal, and we can only say of them 
that the artists have succeeded in achiev- 
ing the somewhat difficult feat of giving to 
the whole 71 Emperors distinctly different 
features and different expressions. The 
picture was composed with the object of 
assisting the funds of the Red Cross Hos- 
pital. Itis, therefore, for sale at the very 
moderate cost of 40 sen per copy. Only 
twenty thousand copies have been struck, 
and probably not many now remain unsold. 














EDUCATION IN FAPAN. 
ee 

After the war with China, when it was 
known that the Middle Kingdom had been 
condemned to pay a sum of 300 million 
yen, the public applied itself with consi- 
derable diligence and ingenuity to devise 
means of spending the money. Innumer- 
able were the suggestions advanced. 
Every section of the people seemed to 
think that its own particular “fad” ought 
to reap the benefit of the golden shower, 
and petitions by the dozen found their 
way to the Government. One of the most 
respectable of these various proposals 
emanated from men interested in educa- 
tion. They wanted to have some millions 
of yen set aside as a fund for endowing 
the University, or aiding the primary 
schools, Not much fruit was borne by 
their agitation. A grant of 150,000 yen 
annually for technical education—now to 
be increased to 250,000—and an appro- 
priation of six hundred thousand yen 
approximately for founding a university 
in Kyoto, establishing an Imperial library, 
constructing and improving surgeries, 
chemical laboratories, pugiuesting halls, 
a foreign-| ‘language school, 
these, so far asiGvéeZeanbeen 




















on ié rists to provide easy routes to legal 
wey iees of the nature in question, J) 


the only concessions made to the cause of 
education. Nothing more was heard of 
the question for a time, but it has now 
been revived by Marquis Kuroda and 
other zealous educationists. ‘They intro 
duced in the last session of the Diet a 
Representation which did not reach the 
order of the day, and they have now pub- 
blished it journalistically. It suffers from 
the defect common to so many Japanese 
documents, vagueness. The compilers 
lay great and just stress upon the para- 
mountimportance of education, and severe- 
ly criticise the Government for attach- 
ing greater weight to military, and naval 
expansion, but they do not say what they 
want to have done. Presumably a big 
grant in aid of education is their object, 
but, if so,they have not chosen their time 
very happily. Meanwhile the Imperial 
Educational Society seems to be in diffi- 
culties, The best men decline to become 
its President, and there is talk of the 
Society’s going to pieces altogether unless 
extensive reforms are introduced, 








PERPLEXITIES. 
gp 

The new pro-Government party are said 
to be inconvenienced by the difficulty of 
not knowing whether lo regard the organi- 
zation as permament or temporary ; they 
are not sure whether Marquis Ito and the 
other Meiji statesmen now allied with 
them intend to share their fortunes for 
good and tor evil, or merely to use them as 
means to bridge over the present difficulty. 
Then again there is the question of the 
party’s basis. Is it to be regarded as 
an expansion of the National Unionists, 
or are the seceding Liberals to form its 


nucleus? If the National Uniomsts are 
to be ils foundation, there will be 
jealousies and objections in other 


quarters ; and if the seceding Liberals, 
the credit of the Party will not stand very 
high from the outset. As for the anti- 
Government politicians, the great dif- 
ficully of fusing elements hitherto so an- 
tagonistic as the Liberals and Progressists 
is not their only embarrassment. They 
have also to determine their attitude 
towards the taxation problem, Are they 
to stand forth as the declared antagonists 
of increased taxation, knowing well that 
it is inevitable? Are they to boldly admit 
the need of augmenting the revenue, 
though the admission would cut away the 
ground of their opposition to the Ito Cabi- 
net? We take this analysis of the parties’ 
perplexities from the Kokumin Shimbun. 
If it be trustworthy, it does not suggest 
avery vertebrate condition on either side 





THE COMMERKCIAL CODE, 
+ 

It appears to be definitely decided that 
the remaining portions of the unrevised 
Commercial Code shall go into effect from 
the Ist proximo, as duly fixed by Ordin- 
ance, and that the whole body of laws 
shall be replaced by the revised Code as 
soon as the latter receives the consent of 
the Diet. There will, of course, be some 
inconvenience in this arrangement, but we 
understand that the experts by whom the 
Code was received are now engaged com- 
piling regulations to facilitate the sup- 
planting of one Code by the other. We 
are unable to offer any precise informa- 
tion as to the nature of such regulations, 
but presumably itis within the competence 




















DISABILITIES OF FOREIGNERS, 
eee 

Mr. W. Silver Hall asks some questions 
on the subject of foreigners’ disabilities, 
His first query is whether a foreign 
physician or surgeon will be able—we 
speak in the future, for we presume that 
our correspondent refers to the days of 
mixed residence—to practise and -claim 
his fees without holding a Japanese 
diploma or some special license or appoint- 
ment. We can not give a definite 
answer. It may be presumed that asin 
European countries, so in Japan, some 
system of recognising foreign medical 
diplomas will be adopted. We are decided- 
ly of opinion that phy: ns and surgeons 
who have been practising in Japan for 
years during the era of Consular jurisdic- 
and foreign settlements should be suffered 
to continue their business without query 
after the Revised Treaties go into opera- 
tion, but the rule to be applied in 
the case of new comers remains to be 
decided. As to the acquisition of shares 
in a railway or a factory, the second 
article of the Civil Code seems to settle 
the point. It says:— Foreigners enjoy 
private rights except as forbidden by 
law, regulation; or treaty.” Thus, wher- 
ever no special regulation exists inter- 
dicting the ownership of shares by a 
foreigner or his appointment in the 
capacity of director of a company, we see 
nothing to interfere with the enjoyment 
of those privileges. The matter of farm- 
ing is somewhat obscure. In the Anglo- 
Japanese Revised Treaty it is provided 
that land may be leased for residential or 
commercial purposes. Nothing is said 
about agricultural purposes, and the omis- 
sion might be inconveniently interpreted, 
perhaps, But the second article of the 
Code, quoted above, may possibly cover 
the case, and so may the Franco-Japanese 
Revised Treaty where it is provided that 
the foreigner may carry on his métier. 
Journalism is a métier, and is therefore 
legalized. Farming is also a métier. This 
is a question concerning which an opinion 
from a competent jurist would be inter- 
esting. 


























THE “ NICH! NICHI] SHIMBUN.” 


paeie i Artal Sta 

The Nichi Nichs Shimbun commemorates 
the issue of ils eight-thousandth number 
by ‘giving to its readers a paper of 60 
pages. It is a striking illustration of the 
progress of Japanese journalism. ‘There 
are leading articles, editorial notes, mis- 
cellaneous-news columns, stories, pictures, 
ideographic sketches, and a multitude of 
advertisements. The pidce de resistance is 
an essay by the editor, Mr. Asahina. He 
undertakes to prove that it is a popular 
error to regard party cabinets as a neces: 
sary outcome of constitutional institutions, 
and he attempts to show that they are not 
only opposed to the spirit of the Japanese 
Constitution but also inexpedient as ad- 
ministrative mechanism. It isa very clever 
article and very conclusive, but the trouble 
is that we don’t get a working theory. If 
Japan could succeed in following Ger- 
many’s example, she might postpone party 
Cabinets for atime at allevents. German 
precedents do not appear to be adapted 
to this country, however. The first neces- 
sity is to reduce the Parliamentary system 
to such a shape that legislation, admini- 
stration, and finance shall be possible, and 
if that can be effected without party Cabi- 
netsy Japal has not discovered the way to 
effeot flere yeansrof essay. 
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COUN1 OKUMA'S OPINION OF THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT PARTY, 


pe 

In the Hochi Shimdun we find a state- 
ment said to emanate from Count Okuma. 
It sets out with a very high tribute to 
Marquis Ito's ability and attainments, and 
with an admission that no time could be 
better than the present for organizing a 
pro-Government party. But Count Okuma 
then goes on to say that already Marquis 
Ito has made a grave error of procedure. 
He should have resigned his office and 
descended to the ranks of the people if 
he entertained a serious intention of ob- 
taining a political following. That has 
been the custom hitherto. “The Liberals 
were organized by a man who had resign- 
ed his official position ; so were the Pro- 
gressists ; so were the National Unionists, 
and so were the Great Unionists (Daido 
Danketsu). This method has received 
the sanction of precedent, and no other 
method is now likely to sugceed. The 
nation will find something incongruous 
and unbecoming in tite spectacle of the 
Prime Minister acting the part of a politi- 
cal organizer. If Marquis Ito could not 
bring himself to resign, he should have 
delegated to Count Inouye the task of 
forming a party. His first step has been 
an error. 

Count Okuma alluded also to the rum- 
our that Marquis Yamagata, head of the 
Board of Command, has identified himself 
with the new party. Men connected with 
the Army or the Navy should stand care- 
fully aloof from politics. That is a sound 
rule in general, and it applies with special 
force to the case of a Field Marshal oc- 
cupying the highest military post that a 
subject can fill. 

Foreign critics will be disposed to agree 
with Count Okuma’s remarks about Mar- 
quis Yamagata, but they can scarcely 
endorse his comments on Marquis Ito. 
The chief plank in the platform of -the 
Progressists, at whose head Count Okuma 
stands, is party cabinets. They would 
have the Cabinet Ministers chosen from 
among the leaders of a political party, 
and they would have them take their 
mandate from that party’s representatives 
in the Diet. How is such a system to be 
reconciled with the contention that the 
Prime Minister should not attempt to 
organise a political party, and that his 
association with a political party while he 
stands at the head of the Cabinet is an 
anomaly and an incongruity? If govern- 
ment by party is to become an accom- 
hed fact, the Japanese will have to lay 
aside all the antiquated ideas attributed to 
Count Okuma by the Hocht Shimbun. 























2HE GENERAL ELECTIONS. 


ee Se gare 

The date of the general elections is not 
yet fixed. Some people talk of August 
Ist, but that is probably too early. It is 
understood to be the intention of the 
Government to assemble the local Gover- 
nors in Tokyo at some time during July, 
in order to convey to them the instruc- 
tions usually issued on such occasions. 
Vernacular papers say that Marquis Ito 
will take the opportunity of making a 
statement of the reasons for the dissolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives, 
If that be so, the Government will doubt- 
less deem it wise to leave time for the in- 
formation then conveyed to the Governors 
to be circulated throughout the districts 
under their administration. 
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MOODS AND MANNERS. 
GS ee aes: 

Charles Dickens has shrewdly remarked 
that it is the tendency of mean minds to 
entertain animosity towards everything 
above them. The if Shimpo says some- 
thing of the same kind about the members 
of the House of Representatives, and says 
it in terms not less incisive than those 
used by the great novelist. The members 
of the House are neither refined in their 
choice of terms nor courteous in their 
demeanour. They think nothing of calling 
the Cabinet ‘a body of despots” and the 
individual Ministers ‘fools,’ nor does it 
seem to them at all improper to tell a 
member of the Cabinet to “shut up,” or 
to ‘come along out here,” or to “ speak 
the truth,’ and so on. But if a member 
of the Cabinet employs an expression 
which, however irreproachable in itself, 
suggests resolute intention or strong pur- 
pose, they are up in arms at once. Marquis 
Ito declared that if the Land Tax did not 
pass the House, the Government would 
‘‘adopt a special measure.” Why should 
he not say so? He was announcing a 
resolve perfectly within the Government’s 
competence, and he couched the an- 
nouncement in simple and correct langu- 
age. But the House fell jnto a ferment 
of excitement, and wanted to make out 
that it had been grossly insulted, or 
threatened, or intimidated, or otherwise 
maltreated. The plain fact is that when 
a Minister of the Crown or any high 
official makes his appearance in the House, 
the members regard him as a personage 
belonging to another sphere, and hasten 
to insult him because they imagine that 
the more roughly and rudely they treat 
him, the more do they diminish the gulf 
that divides him from themselves. It 
is miserable snobbism. The $i Shimpo 
does no use that precise term, but it re- 
peatedly calls these truculent members 
gari gari moja, which, in vulgar parlance, 
includes all kinds of disagreeable sugges- 
tions. 

The Fii does not tilt at the members of 
the House of Representatives alone. It 
is almost equally severe on Ministers of 
State, high-class officials, and the nobility 
in general. It finds them insufferable. 
They behave as if they were superior 
mortals ; are gracious by obvious con- 
descension ; carry their rank about with 
them perpetually; print their titles on 
their visiting cards; hang sign-boards at 
their gates, blazoning forth their official 
status, and describe themselves magunifi- 
cently even in their invitations to their 
friends. Their loftiness constitutes just 
as effective a barrier between them and 
the people as does the latter’s lowliness, 
and, unless they correct the fault, it is 
hopeless to expect anything like cordial 
co-operation for promoting the interests of 
the State. There is much talk just now 
about the organization of a political party 
with Me#i statesmen at its head. Nothing 
is to be more desired, in the ¥ie’s opini- 
on. But if the Meg statesmen are really 
in earnest, let them disencumber them- 
selves of their titles, and step down into 
the arena with those whose support they 
seek. Or, if that be too great a sacrifice, 
let them at least lay aside their de-haut- 
en-bas fashions, and try to base their 
claim to distinction solely on ability and 
achievement. 

















RUSSIA AND ENGLAND. 
+ 

The public is doubtless very reluctant to 
credit the intelligence from Peking that 
the Russian Representative has officially 
protested against the borrowing of British 
money by China for the construction of the 
Shanhaikwan-Newchwang railway. Such 
a protest would amount to an open de- 
claration on Russia’s part that she regards 
the whole of Manchuria as falling within 
her “sphere of influence,” and that she 
intends to exclude every other Power 
from acquiring any material interests 
there. No one doubts, indeed, that such 
is her view. But whether Great Britain 
will endorse it is another question. Rus- 
sia has tried England’s patience very 
severely. M. Muravieff obtained his lease 
of Talien and succeeded in doing with 
Port Arthur precisely what he had pro- 
mised not to do. But unless we are 
greatly mistaken he paid a very high price 
for the achievement. If England were 
polled to-morrow, we are convinced that 
ninety-nine per cent. of the population 
would vote unbesitatingly for war with 
Russia., The conviction gives us not the 
smallest satisfaction. It has always been 
our hope that the two Powers might come 
to an amicable understanding, and an 
immense number of Englishmen cherish- 
ed the same hope until quite recently. 
They cherish it no longer. Russia has 
shown that an understanding with her ts 
practically impossible, and she has shown 
it by an object lesson which leaves an ex- 
ceedingly bitter feeling among British 
subjects, the world over. If, while Eng- 
land’s nerves are tingling from her recent 
experience, she is to be asked to swallow 
another pill of the kind now spoken of in 
Peking, her patience will not endure the 
strain. Newchwang is an open port. Its 
opening was one of the concessions obtain- 
ed by England in the Treaty of Tientsin. 
Its foreign trade—a flourishing and grow- 
ing trade—is almost entirely in British 
hands. Russia has no share whatever in 
it. Is Russia to veto the employment of 
British capital for establishing overland 
communications with such a place? Surely 
not. Of course it is easy to appreciate 
and even to sympathise with her feel- 
ings in the matter. A Chinese  rail- 
way from Shanhaikwan to Newchwang 
would place China on the flank of the 
Liaotung extension of Russia’s trans-Asian 
road, and might also very seriously affect 
the prospects of Talien as a commercial 
port. If Russia had been left a free hand 
in Manchuria for ten or fifteen years longer, 
she would have effectually obviated any 
such contingency. No wonder that she 
struggles to prevent itnow. ButEngland 
can not submit to be dictated to any 
longer. 








LATEST MANILA DESPATCHES. 
eae Eee 

According to a Hongkong telegram of the 
2ist inst. the insurgents have inflicted another 
defeat on the Government troops. They are 
moving on Manila from the South and are quite 
close to the town, They number 2,000 to 
5.000 persons. They are in possession of 
ihe road by which the chief food supply has 
reached Manila, Another body of insurgents is 
attacking the town on ihe Northern side. The 
USS. force is taking no part. Another despatch 
to a Japanese paper says the insurgents have had 
a great victory, and are now attacking Manila 
Casile. ] 1 
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COLONEL RICE, 
rs 


The recall of Colonel E. Rice, until 
recently Military Attaché of the United 
States Legation in Tokyo, was understood 
to be in connexion with the Hispano-Ame- 
rican war, but we were not aware of the 
high position awaiting him beyond the 
water, and the news will be received with 
sincere pleasure by his many friends. He 
has been nominated an Assistant Inspec- 
tor-General in the United States Army. 
Colonel Rice has along record of active 
and distinguished service, beginning in 
1861. It fills a whole column of the Boston 
Transcript, aud since it does not admit 
of abbreviation, we can not reproduce it 
here. But one paragraph should not be 
omitted :—" He was in the battle of Get- 
tysburg, where he was wounded twice in 
the repulse of Pickett’s charge. He was 
presented by Congress with a medal of 
honour for leading the advance of his 
regiment and the Forty-second New York, 
in the charge made to close the gap in our 
line and repel Pickett’s assault. The in- 
scription was: ‘ The Congress to Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Edmund Rice, Nineteenth 
Massachusetts Volunteers, for conspicuous 
bravery on the third day of the battle of 
Gettysburg.’ In the fierceness of this 
affair, the Nineteenth Massachusetts 
(which he commanded) .captured four 
stands of colours, and lost over one-half 
of its number, killed and wounded.” It 
was believed in America, at the date of 
our latest advices, that Colonel Rice would 
be sent immediately to Manila, but our 
readers know that he has proceeded direct 


to New York. 














TOKYO. 
+ 

Now that the Bill for abolishing the 
special system of Municipal Government 
for the three cities of Tokyo, Osaka, and 
Kyoto, has passed the Diet and is on the 
verge of becoming law, the people of 
Tokyo are beginning to interest them- 
selves about the choice of a Mayor. We 
have already explained the cardinal diffe- 
rence between the ordinary and the spe- 
cial systems; namely, that in the ordinary 
system the’ Mayor is elected by the citi- 
zens; in the Special, the Governor is 
Mayor ex officio. The change is to come 
into effect trom October rst, so that not 
much time remains for preparations. 
Attention is called by the vernacular 
press to four matters which the new 
Mayor should regard as particularly im. 
portant. The first is ‘city improvement,” 
a somewhat vague order, but intelligible 








enough when we remember that a scheme 
h wh ber that a scheme|¢ 


of city improvement was mapped out some 
years ago and has been in gradual process 
of achievement ever since. The second 
matter is sewerage and drainage. Defec- 
tive sewerage is largely responsible for 
the insanitary stale of the city, and one 
need only observe the condition of the 
streets after a night’s rain to understand 
how bad the drainage is. The third mat- 
ter is the laying of electric trains and 
street railways, and the fourth is the con- 
struction of Tokyo harbour. 





It seems to us rather amusing to find 
this catalogue of desiderata published in 
connexion with the appointment of an 
elected Mayor. All experience in Japan 
goes Lo show that the officials of the Cen- 
tral Government are incomparably more 


zealous in promoting rie of every 
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kind than are the people themselves or 
the people’s nominees. It is possible, of 
course, that the first Mayor under the new 
system may chance to be a man of extra- 
ordinary energy and initiative, and that 
he may succeed in partially removing 
from Tokyo the reproach of being one of 
the most backward cities in Japan. But 
that would be an accident of personality, 
not a result of the system. 


There appears at length to be a 
prospect of some resolute effort to improve 
street communications in Tokyo. The 
Improvements Committee of the City 
Council have decided that railways shall 
be constructed joining the following 
points:—Yotsuya and Karasumori (Shi- 
ba); Ni-no-hashi (Azabu) and Shibuya 
(vid Koyama-cho in Mita); [tabashi and 
Koishikawa; Senju and Etchiu-jima, wid 
Kawa-cho; and Senju and Uyeno. We 
presume that the money for these works 
is to be obtained by a City Loan. Some 
of the proposed lines are extensions or 
branches of roads already in existence. 
Certain other improvements were voted 
by the same Council, but they are of no 
special interest. 











FIVE MONTHS OF FAPANESE 
TRADE. 


ee 





According to the Mainichi the excess of im- 
ports for the first half of last month amounted to 
g million yen in value, while the gross total of the 
excess from January reached 60 millions. The 
trade returns of the Finance Department for the 
whole of May and for the past five months give 
figures as follow :— 


May. Past five months, 
Exports = = 12,478.452 56.453.382 
Imports = = 30,281,173. 126,515,901 
Excess of imposts = 17,732,721 69,092,519 


The amount of exports for May, compared with 
those for the cortesponding period of last year, 
indicates a decrease of over 2 million yen, or 14 
per cent, approximately ; and the figures for the 
past five months, in comparison with those for 
last year, show a decrease of 7,500,000 yen, or 
IL per cent. Unless the export of silk, tea, and 
yarns increase, the trade for this year can hardly 
come up tothe figures recorded last season. 
A table showing the items of reduction in ex- 
ports may be interesting :— 





Increate or decrease 
in comparison with 








Pxports. Past ve the carrenpondiny 
pont months. period of Inst year. 
Yen, Yen, 

Raw Silk = . + 11,091,370 —6,956,062* 
Noshi aud waste Sille- 1,084.712 — 331,690 
Habutaye - : 4,229,277 46 718 
Kar Sulle - 283.160 235,732 
i + 1,187,387 — 251,077 
7,567,119 2,886,143 

Cotton stuff 965772 — 5.675 
aupets = = + 361,011 — 80,777 
Matches = + + 2,747,829 336,548 
Mauing + 1,568,123 — 658,290 

Porcelain and eauten 
wares = 754495 — 15.250 
Lacquer wares + + 295.712 — 18,852 
Staw braids = 901 930 — 460,394 
Umbrellas = 424.589 55.118 
Teas = + 1,298,911 — 933.715 
Rice - + 1,966,310 —2,788,187 
Deied cuttlefish © 362 990 141,356 
Seaweed cut & otherwise 174.220 — 37,402 
Fish Ol = = + 147.895 50.789 
Mushrooms (Shittake)- 213541 — 54 918 
Camphor - = + 513,316 — 92,426 
Copper, crude and 
wrought = 2,316.413 — 288,108 
Coal = - = = 6,121,866 1,982,818 
Vegetable wax - 9 389 
The *—ind 





Imports on the other hand, have steadily in- 
creased since January and still continue to do 
Details ave shown in the following com- 





Increase or decrease 




































in eo nth 
Imports. Past five months, “inet g 
Catton. = 20,163 687 — 862,542 
Cotton yarns 4:480.904 1,142,882 
Shistings and chintzes 2,198,559 876 535 
Cotton satin aud cotton 
velvet = = 1,082,262 — $5 163 
Woel- = = 578.302 352.054 
Maslin delaine + = 1,937,162 179 684 
Hatian cloth + 196.503 — 483,086 
Flannel = 424.234 — 21 946 
Cloth. + 575507 —= 155,561 
Watches - . = 1,046 020 267,032 
Machinery + = 3.157.588 —3,397,636 
Railway 
cars- = + 1.995.073 778 420 
Lion, bar and vod = 2,656,363 179 863 
1,369,262 — 164,275 
= 340.425 — 102,115 
J steel - 2688797 1,363,831 
white & brows 8,532,666 1.655 895 
+ = 32,885,228 25,874,560 
+" 3.240.719 1,700,627 
. + 3,298,250 178 623 
oO: = + = 2)366,000 1,679,888 
Indigo 927.204 232,712 
Spirits = 1,029,993 799.150 
Cigarettes 511,360 142 985 


Rice, after having steadily risen in value, now 
shows a slight downward tendency, but no 
definite forecast can be formed of the futne 
price. Even supposing that the rice crop 
this year is successful, the quantity of tice 
imported by the end of the year will hardly 
fall short of 15 million piculs. for which 
an exodus of gold to the amount of £0 million 
ven must be expected. The import of cation 
has beet on the increase for many years, but the 
amount imported during the period ander notice 
did not exceed 20,900 piculs, showing a dectease 
of 40,c00 piculs as compared with the corre 
sponding term of last year. The reverse, 
however, isthe case with yams and cotion 
fabrics. The import of these commodities 
largely increased after the war, but has since 
steadily decreased until this year, when the total 
shows a great augmentation, The cause for 
this is doubtless the near approach of the new 
tariff. The import of materials, shows a dectease, 
especially on the side of railway stores, machi- 
nery,&c. The dissolution of varions companies 
and the suspension of work necessitated by de- 
ficiency in capital accounts for this diminution, 
Even the Government has been compelled to 
suspend some of its railway works and other 
undertakings on account of lack of funds. 











SHASAL 


= 

We find the following in the W.-C. Daily 
News of June 11th, and reproduce it with all 
teserve :— 


he Daily Chinese Progress published yesterday 
the following dispatch tom reliable. seurces at 
Hokwang 
by the Tsungli Yar 
of the demands presented by Mi. Yano, 
Japavese Miniver at Peking, on betalf of his 
vi nin oonnection with the Shashi Riots. 
he following isthe Summary under five head 
ings 
—An Empetial edict to be issued promi 
the landest Veatment and the fullest 
all foreigner 









provinces, has bee: 
me 


















4 their property theeu 
also that there will 

similar tiots in the future, 
to be ut 








be vo move 
‘The edict in question 
nistakably clear and precise as to ils 








hat speedy aud the severest punishments 
the riots, while 
unished also for 
their inability to prevent the said riot: 
3-—That an indemnity of Haikuan 
be paid for losses incurted by Japaugse at Shashi, 
4 —That the regulations for the Japanese Setle- 
nea formerly arranged for the new port of Shashi 
be cancelled and those in force at Hangchow be 
observed in Shashi for the future, 
5 —Special Japanese Settlements to he granted 
chou, Hanan, and Foochow and Samtu, it 


‘ls. 105,000 

















Ivis said that the Tsungli Yamen has signified 
its acceptance of some, but suggests alterations to 
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THE TWO NEW PARTIES. 


ast tee ae 

E have now had an opportunity of 

arriving ata conclusionas to the line 
of cleavage between the two new political 
parties which are evidently destined to 
grow out of the present agitation—the 
party formed by amalgamating the Libe- 
rals and Progressists and headed by Counts 
Okuma and [TaGakI, and the party formed 
by combining the National Unionists, the 
Business Men, a section of the Liberals 
and various minor coteries, under the 
leadership of the “ Meiji Statesmen ” with 
Marquis ITo at their head. The great 
defect of all political associations hitherto 
organized in Japan has been that not one 
of them possessed a platform of principles: 
all were grouped about persons only, and 
with the solitary exception of the original 
Kaishin-to—Count OKuma's 
followers—all 


immediate, 
have shown themselves 
palpably deficient in cohesion, The first 
question to be answered, therefore, with 
reference to the new parties is, have they 
any clearly defined principles capable of 
holding their units together? Neither 
side having yet published a manifesto, 
no detailed forecast of their platforms 
would be justifiable. But we have before 
us speeches, delivered by Counts OKUMA 
and IraGAaki, on the one side, and by 
Marquis ITO on the other, from which 
it is possible to derive a tolerably 
clear idea. Counts ITAGAKI and OKUMA 
spoke at a meeting held in the well-known 
Nakamura-ro, on the 16th 
Their appearance on the same 
platform is said to have been greeted with 
rounds of applause, and it is easy to ap- 
preciate the sentiment that dictated such 
a demonstration, for the two leaders, 
though both working in the interests of 
constitutional government and party cabi- 
nets, had previously stood severely apart 
from each other, thus illustrating the fact 
noted above, namely, that persons not 
principles are the motives of political 
combinations in modern Japan. Count 
OxuMa’s speech was subtly constructed. 
It required some reading between the 
lines. His main purpose was to demon- 
strate that the amalgamation now about 
to be effected between the Liberals 
and the Progressists is necessary to pre- 
serve continuity in the scheme of national 
progress; in other words, that the object 
contemplated by the united parties is a 
great and reform followin 
naturally in the sequence of all the Mei 
changes. 


restaurant, 
instant. 


essential 








To establish that proposition be 
alleged, in effect, that the group of states- 
men now surrounding the Throne occupy 
in the Administration a place virtually 
identical with that of the chief officials in 
the TokuGAwa Regency ; that the Power 
exercised by the SOVEREIGN to-day is not 
greater than the Power exercised by the 
Shogun in feudal times, and that the people 
have really no more potent voice in the 


management of State attains Aye IQ 











hesitate to say that the improvements 
thus far effected have been superficial 
rather than radical, and that the spirit of 
feudal times and irresponsible Govern- 
ment still prevails. But he offered no 
clearly written prescription to heal the 
disease of superficiality. In fact, it was 
essentially an impressionist speech. His 
hearers doubtless carried away the con- 
viction that they had been invited to 
combine for some great purpose, for 
some implacable assault upon the men 
in power ; yet, had they carefully analys- 
ed the bases of their conviction, they 
would have found nothing more tangible 
than Count OKUNA paid a 
handsome tribute to Count ITAGAKI, de- 
claring that the latter with his Liberal 
followers had been mainly instrumental in 
procuring the gift of the Constitution, and 
it was by construing the significance of 
the compliment that his audience infer- 
red an exhortation to combine and agitate 
for further concessions. Count ITAGAKI 
was less vague. He conjured up the old 
spectre of clan Government, and charac- 
terized as illegal the Cabinet’s method of 
attempting to impose increased taxation. 
But he made no attempt to show in what the 
illegality consisted, or to explain how the 
epithet clan” could be properly applied by 
him to a Cabinet which he and his Party, 
a few weeks ago, were willing to support 
had two or three portfolios been available 
to reward them. In short, we lay down 
the report of these two speeches with a 
sentiment of disappointment. It is plain 
that nothing fuses together the elements 
of the new Partly except the heat of a 
destructive purpose. We can not discover 
even one solid reform that they hope to 
accomplish by their union, whereas their 
opposition to increased taxation blocks 
the path to several essential reforms. 
Marquis ITo’s speech, delivered to re- 
presentatives of the National Unionists, 
the Business Men, and others, offered a 
very marked contrast lo the above utter- 
ances. It ally explicit and 
statesmanlike. He said that the national 
policy throughout the Mei era had 
been uniformly based upon principles 
of development and progress such as 


inferences. 


was essen 





should secure for the country admission 
to the comity of nations, and obtain for it 
a worthy status among the Powers of the 
world, That policy had hitherto been 
undeviatingly pursued, and now one of its 
best results was on the eve of consumma- 
tion, namely, international recognition of 
the empire’s sovereign rights, and the 
removal of the last barriers that separated 
Japan from the Occident. Emerging from 
her condition of partial isolation, and 
taking upon herself the duties and 
sponsibilities of a member of the comity 
of civilized nations, the country could not 
possibly expect to make no change in its 
scale of expenditures. The people, as they 
nade their dééué upon the stage of the 
hes must be prepared to bear increa 


re- 











burdens, That was inevitable. To deny 
it or Lo oppose it was to mislead the pub- 
lic and to-retard the progress of the coun- 
try ; in other words, obstruct the carrying 
out of the national policy from which, 
thus far, there had been no departure. 
Marquis Ito and his colleagues were 
determined to uphold the principles by 
which they had always been guided in the 
They be- 
lieved that among the sources of properly 
available revenue the Land Tax must be 
included, and they believed, also, that 
te-assessment of 


administration of State affairs. 


the taxable value of 
They 
pledged themselves to those two measures 
as part of the necessary programme, and 
they invited the cdoperation of all patrio- 
tic and progressive persons. 

It appears to us quite superfluous to 
comment on these ulterances, or to draw 
any comparison between the platforms 
of the two parties. The Liberals and 
Progressists have chosen their time ad- 
roitly, however. Opposition to increased 
taxation—concerning which, be it observ- 
ed, Count OkuMA did not breathe a word 
in his speech—will prove a passport to 
popular favour, though they must be well 
aware that their first exercise of the 
power they struggle to obtain would of 
necessily be recourse to the very measure 
they now denounce, 


the land was a necessary reform. 





THE NEW “ CONSTITUTIONAL 
PARTY.” 


= 

T appears that the new political party 

formed by amalgamating the Liberals 
and the Progessists will be called. the Con- 
stitutional Party (Kense¢-to). The name ap- 
pearsto usto be very unintelligently chosen. 
It is essentially a misnomer. Those that 
chose it must have intended to indicate that 
the purpose of the Party 1s to carry into 
practice the form of government contem- 
plated by the Constitution. What is that 
form of government? It certainly is not 
government by party. The language of 
the Constitution must be interpreted in 
the sense of reserving exclusively to the 
SOVEREIGN the prerogative of appointing 
and dismissing his Ministers: not the 
barren prerogative of endorsing the man- 
date of the House of Representatives, 
whether it be in conformity, or at vari- 
ance, with the Imperial will, but the genu- 
ine prerogative of selecting the Ministers 
as well as commissioning them. 
is no room to doubt that the Constitu- 
tion was formed on these lines, nor has 
any Occidental expert in Constitutional 
law suggested that it could be 
differently. The roth Article says:— 
“The EMPEROR * * * appoints and 
dismisses all civil and military officials,” 
and the 55th Article says :—“ The respec- 
live Ministers of State shall give their 
advice to the EMPEROR and be responsible 
for it.” Referring to the former Article, 
Mi rquis Wye) Writes in his Commentary :— 


There 


read 
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“ According to this system, the Ministers 
of State are appointed and dismissed by 
the Emperor himself ;’’ and referring to 
the latter, he writes :—“ When a Minister 
of State errs in the discharge of his 
functions, the power of deciding upon his 
responsibility belongs to the SOVEREIGN: 
he alone can dismiss a Minister of State, 
who has appointed him. Who is it, then, 
except the SOVEREIGN, that can appoint, 
dismiss, and punish Ministers of State ? 
The appointment and dismissal of them 
having been included by the Constitution 
in the Sovereign Power of the EMPEROR, 
it is only a legitimate consequence that 
the Power of deciding as to the respon- 
sibity of Ministers is withheld from the 
Diet. * * * It is the SOVEREIGN and 
not the people that can decide as to the 
responsibility of Ministers.” It may be 
contended that these explanations rest 
ovly on the sfse dixvit of Marquis Iro. 
Yes, but the Commentary containing them 
was published in 1889, simultaneously with 
the Constitution, and Marquis ITO was the 
framer of the latter as well as the writer 
of the former. If any one could claim 
competence to interpret the intention of 
the Constitution, he surely was the per- 
son ; and, for the rest, his interpretation 
must be considered impartial since it was 
given to the world two years before the 
first Diet met and long before the question 
of party cabinets began to be a political 
issue. It would have been possible, indeed, 
in 











to employ still more explicit terms 
drafting the Articles we have quoted, but 
unless the drafters had prophetic faculties, 
they could scarcely have been expected to 
speak more definitively. At all events, 
whatever estimate be formed as to the 
strength of their statement, there can not 
be the shadow of an honest contention 
that they intended to make the Ministers 
of the CROWN responsible to the Diet, or 
that they thought of limiting the Imperial 
Prerogative to acquiescence inthe mandate 
of the House of Representatives. Some 
English writers, who know only the 
system now England, and 
are wedded to the comical fiction that 
every constitutional polity. must neces- 
sarily be based on English principles, 
have not hesitated to affirm that to oppose 
party cabinets unconstitutional in 
Japan. It is charitable to conclude that 
such persons have not read the Japanese 
Constitution. In their eyes there is but 
one constitution in the civilized world, the 
Constitution of England, an unwritten 
constitution constructed out of precedents ; 
and since Englishmen, not many years 
ago, fighting long and stoutly against 
what was then the established precedent 
of the country, succeeded finally in 
wresting from the SOVEREIGN a power 
which he had hitherto exercised, it 
concluded that the written Constitution 
of Japan must be in strict accord with 
English ideas. It happens to be nothing 
of the kind. On the rontrary, ex, 





existing in 


is 


is 











removes the Cabinet beyond the range of 
the Diet’s mandate. Hence the newly 
formed Party are struggling to deprive 
the EMPEROR of a prerogative clearly 
reserved to him by the Constitution, and 
when they call themselves ‘ Constitution- 
alists” they indulge in a somewhat mala- 
pert jest. It would have been equally 
appropriate if the barons who sought to 
take advantage of HENRY the THIRD’s 
minority to obtain for themselves the 
privilege of choosing the justiciar, chan- 
cellor, and treasurer had adopted the 
name of “royalists.” The Japanese con- 
gratulate themselves on their exceptional 
and reverent loyalty to their SOVEREIGN. 
Without pausing to inquire whether their 
history justifies the claim, we are bound 
to say that it can scarcely be reconciled 
with the action of the so-called ‘ Consti- 
The strange point is that 
neither journalists nor jurisconsults discuss 
the legal aspect of this question. They 
say a great deal that is very just and 
pertinent about the qualifications of poli- 
tical parties for assuming administrative 
duties, but they exclude the question of 
the Constitutional prerogative from the 
Perhaps that is the best 





tutionalists.”” 


controversy. 
proof they could give of their genuine 
respect for the SOVEREIGN. As outsiders, 
however, we need not shrink from insist- 
ing on the extreme incongruity of the 
name given to themselves by the new 
Party. It is the name properly belonging 
to their opponents, and that will be his- 
fory’s verdict. 





DEAD SEA-GULLS Al KAMAKURA. 
pe a CPE At 

A correspoadent writes :—A curious pheno- 
menon is occupying the attention of visitors (o 
Kamakura tothe exclusion of all other topics, 
The beach above high-water mark is lined with 
dead seagulls. Japanese fishermen and coast- 
men tell me that these birds were killed in the 
gale of twelve days ago and their bodies are now 
being washed ashore. A friend of mine, an 
old sea-going man, entertains the same idea, 
bat thinks the dead gulls were young birds 
caught in the gale as they were flying 
north, beaten down, aud then drowned, Bat 
this theory is hardly tenable, for many of the 
poor dead things are old, full-grown birds, and 
Lhave seen gulls face a much stiffer gale with 
ease and come through it safely. Anyway it is 
a curious thing, and, I think, worth inaking a 
note of—vide “ Capt. Cuttle.' 

















RAWAL! AND 7HE MANILA EX- 
PEDITION. 


a GS 
The welcome given by the people of Hono- 
Inlu to the American troops en route for 
Honolulu seems to have been extraordinarily 
enthusiastic. The troops, numbering 2,500 
in all, went ashore in two equal batches, the 
first from g a.m, to 2 p.m.; the second from 
2 p.m, lo 7 p. A special committee of 100 
persons had been appointed to look alter the 
visitors, but every citizen in the place seems 
to have constituted himself a commiltee-m: 
and the “boys in blue” had a royal time. 
Free drinks, iree refreshments, free carriages on 
the railway and all kinds of courtesies were 
extended to them. It is not impossible that 
this demonstration, which took place on June 
znd and 3rd, may have influenced the attitude 
of she House of Representatives in Washington 
the annexation resolution, 














GENERAL TENDENCY OF LAW RE 
LATING 70 LABOURERS’ 


INSURANCE. 
garg eS, 

“Since Germany,” writes the Kokka gakkwa 
Zasshi, * first promulgated the law relating to 
labourers’ insurance, and rigorously enforced il, 
the Governments of various Western Siates have 
paid attention to the same question, considering. 
it of vital importance for sulving the so-called 
labour problem trom the legal standpoint. 
Judging from recent indications, Russia, Swe- 
den, Belgium, and France intend to follow the 
example ot Germany. In Russia, a committee 
was appointed for drafting regulations relating 
to the matter, It was resolved by the committee 
that the amount insured should be paid to 
labourers employed in factories even in the 
event of death or inability resulting from their 
own fault ot wilful negligence, that the insur- 
ance law should extend to mines belonging to 
private persons (ihe law had already been 
carried out in Governmental mines) ; that a 
labourer wha had worked for thirty-five years 
should acquire the right to receive the amount of 
his insurance against accident or old age, and 
that his family, in case of his death, should te- 
ceive support ; that the premium should be paid 
bythe labourer according to the amount ot his 
wages, and by his employer according to the 
net profit of his industry; and that the State 
should gratuitously discharge the duty of con 
trolling insurance affairs, The Swedish govern- 
ment has submitted to the National Assembly 
a draft law relating toa similar provision for 
labourers against old age only, and intends, 
whi is passed, to carry it into effect from 
the first of January, 1920. According to this 
draft, any labourer whose age is under thitty on 
the rst of January, 1900, and whose wages are 
under 1800 krone, shall be compelled to insure 
against old age; a labourer who pays as pre- 
mium 20 Gre a week shall receive 200 krone at 
his 65th year; a labourer whose premium is 15 
dre, a week, 150 krone ; a labourer who pays 10 
Gre a week, 100 krone; and the premium shall 
be paid partly by the labourer and partly by the 
Government. In Belgium, the Board of Labour 
has drafied a law for the purpose of causing 
every capitalist to pay, according to the settled 
regulations, indemuity to a labourer against all 
accidents incurred in connexion with his enter- 
prise. In a recent session of the French 
Chamber of Deputies, three motions tere 
brought forward relating to compulsory _in- 
surance against old age and accidents. The 
first was introduced by Socialist members, It 
provides that every labourer, small farmer, or 
small workman shall receive, when he reaches 
his sixtieth year, or becomes disabled, 500 
francs a year, if he is married, and 400 francs a 
year, if he is unmarried ; that two-fifths of the 
premium shall be paid by the labonrer and three 
fifths by his employer; and that the insurance 
affairs shall be controlled by the Government 
atils own expense, The second motion was 
drafted by a Socialist member, and differs from 
the first in the matter of the expense, which is 
chiefly to be borne by the Government, and a 
small portion by the employer. The third 
draft is intended to »ppiy to labourers in factories 
only. It provides that one half of the premium 
shall be paid by the employer and the other half 
by the labourer. In our country even the en- 
aciment of regulations relating to factories, 
which is the first step toward the legal solution 
of the so-called laborers’ problem, has not yet 
heen effected. We wonder when Japan's pio- 
gress will attain the state above mentioned.” 





















































SUIGIDE ON THE “ GRAFTON.” 





——— 
All the vessels of H.M.S. ships in Nagasaki 


“| bad their flags flying half-mast on Friday, the 


Nagasaki Press says, owing to the sad death of 
William Evans, the gunner's mate of H.M.S. 
Grafton, who committed suicide by shooting 
himself at noon, Deceased was 38 years of 
age and ranked asa first-class petty officer. 
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MONTHLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT 
FAPANESE LITERATURE. 


—_+--—— 

Various magazines have been publishing the 
views of eminent Japanese statesmen on Japan's 
policy in the present Eastern Crisis. We 
furnish a brief synopsis of the views expressed 
on this subject, taken from the Zafyd and the 
Shakat Zasshi. 

(1.) Marquis 16, referring to the advo- 
cates of a stalwart foreign policy, says that 
the sentiments of this party ate quite anti- 
foreign, The misconceptions under which they 
labour are twofold, First they do not realise 
the position that Japan occupies among powers 
as regards actual strength. The rank which 
nations take is proportioned to their ability to 
agsert themselves by force of arms when neces 
sary. Secondly, they fail to sce that mere 
verbal protests followed by no decided action 
only excite ridicule. They clamour, do these 
counsellors of the nation, for the retention of 
Weihaiwei, in apparent oblivion to the fact 
that the place is utterly unremunerative and 
would, if retained, only prove a burden to the 
nation, The Government knows of a better me- 
thod of pushing Japanese interes! 
would recommend noisy agi 
what is the end of our negotiations before con- 
demning our action or inaction, Saiku wa 
ryirya shiage wo miyo, “ There are many kinds 
of workmanship (good and bad) ; reserve judg- 
mentiill the work is complete.” 

(2.) Count Okuma is represented as having 
said that the mistake in Japan's foreign policy 
in recent years lay in not making the three 
Powers which ted on the retroce: of the 
Liaotung Peninsula promise that none of this 
territory should be subsequently appropri 
ated. by either of the three Powers, When 
Germany occupied Kiaochau Japan should 
have objected, Having failed to do this, 
she lost her opportunity of interfering. To 
blame the Goverument alone, however, for what 
has occurred is unjust. Marquis 116 not 
been backed by the nation and encouraged to 
make Japanese prestige felt. I am in favour of 
opposing Russia and opposing China. The 
idea of conaulting Rassia in reference to the 
policy to be adopted by us in Korea is not to 
be defended. I am not of opinion that 
a country should forbear from protesting 
against what it considers unjust simply because 
it is not prepared forthwith to back its protest by 
armed intervention, It is sufficient for it to 
utter its protest and, in the event of this protest 





























proving ineffectual, to choose its own time and 
way of making its voice heard. 





(3.) Count Katsu is said to be of opinion 
that nothing but a change in the form of Go- 
vernment in China will right matters, Clan 
government will have to go, and the people be 
stirred up to take an interest in political affairs, 
Though the members of the Japanese Govern. 
men of great courage, most of them 
ind the age. They do not realise fully 
what is the spirit of the times and what the pre- 
vailing tendency among leading nations, 

(4.) Count Itagaki ‘says that the foreign 
policy of a country must be suited to its actual 
resources. Very strong couutriex algue can 
afford to adopt a stalwart foreign policy. Jap 
no doult gained reputation by her war with 
China, but the fact remains that the balance be. 
tween imports aud exports is on the wrong side, 
and financially Japan may be said to have de- 
generated since the war, There is a talk about 
our making an alliance with England, but 
difference of race, religion, and sentiment is 
against the contracting of such an alliance, We 
must possess our souls in nce, bearing 
quietly all we are called on to bear till brighter 
days shall dawn, 

(5.) Marshal Yamagate thinks that it would 
not be difficult to give rensons for the retention 
of Weihaiwei, but is not prepared to assert 
that, all things considered, its retention would 
have been a wise policy for the Japanese Govern. 
ment to adopt. 


(6.) Viscount Aoki is alleged to have given 
utterance to the follo' sefitimesrtg. 
people of Japan/are Vigieas in We’ oi tae 



































reign policy, The English are eager for com- 
merce and the Russians for territory, and in 
each case this eagerness becomes the source of 
a distinct policy. But what eagerness have 
the Japanese as a nation that concerns foreign 
countiies? Few are the Japanese that avail 
themselves of the privileges already obtained by 
our Government, and from a perusal of Japan- 
ese papers from week to week one rises with the 
conviction that there is no such thing as a 
national foreign policy. How is it possible for 
the Government (o go ahead of the people in 
the matter of foreign policy ? 





(7.) The Minister of Justice says that itis 


most undesirable that a fruitless agitation 


on the subject of foreign policy should be 


stirred up, There is a great deal of needless 
alarm, Countries are no longer seized in the 
way they were years ago, The Japanese Gov- 
ernment may be depended on to do what is 
possible, but they will have to choose a suitable 
time for action, “The development of commerce 
and the accumulation of material wealth are 
the ouly sure means of establishing permanent 
national prestige. 
things, 

owers are only maintained by an ever-increas- 
ing expenditure. Japan will need to put forth 


all her energies in order to be in a position to 


cope with great Western powers. 
. 


o*s 
In the Shakaé Zasshi, No, 12, appears an 
article which reveals a number of facts bearing 
on the lives of beggars not generally known, 
The writer is Mr. Adachi Noritada, Manager of 
the Toky6 Poor Asylum, who has made a spe- 
cial investigation of the lives led by begg 
their children, and dependants. Few people 
have any idea of the hardness of the lives 
passed by these outcasts. We epitomise Mr. 
Adachi’s essay as follows : 
(1.) The clast of children who become 
beggars: —These are mostly castaways, children 
who have fled from cruel mother: law, or 
children begotten of parents of nomadic habits, 
who, finding it impossible to drag their offspring 
from village to village, commit them to the 
care of beggars, who teach them how to earn a 
livelihood, Then adult beggars beget a large 
numver of children, There is seldom any such 
thing as real marriage among them. They live 
very much as animals. In Mannen-ch, Shita- 
ya, there is a house known as 2 Kodomo no Son 
ryoya, * A child-hiring agency,” where children 
as young as 4 years are kept lor hire. They 
are leased out to adult beggars of about 40 or 
50 years of age, mostly cripples or deformed in 
some way, who represent themselves as widow- 
ers, with je young children lett on their hands. 
Since the object of the employers is to excite 
pity, they prefer emaciated children to those 
who have plump faces and pay the agencies 
better prices for the former. ‘The price paid 
for these children ranges from 10 sem to 3 sen 
per day. Emaciation being at a premium, the 
poor little mites are in many cases poorly fed. 

(2) The kind of life led by beggars’ child- 
ren: —From 5 to bout 12 years of age, they beg 
from door to door, When 14 or 15, under pre- 
tence of collecting old paper they commence 
petty thieving. When about 16 they are in- 
structed in the art of picking pockets and 
the like. From the offspring of beggars come 
what are known as bofahajiki (a type of 
pickpocket) and dopparai (a type of thief), The 
latter ander the guine of rag and paper gatherers 
constantly steal from houses and back yards. 
Some of them use bamboos with bird lime on 
the ends, by means of which they procure 
articles that are difficult to reach, 

There is an intimate connection between the 
majority of beggars and the majority of thieves. 
In some cases the leader of a gang of thieves 
is chosen by the beggars whoare inleagne with 
that gang. Thieves are divided into oyakata, 
chiefs, or leaders, and kobun (5p), sub- 
ordinates, 

(3) Zhe training received by pickpockets. 
This training commences ut the age of 12 and 
continues for 7 years, Daily lessons are given 
bythe heads of gangs who are experts in the 

at-fingesed art, It is said that drd|profebs 












































Armaments are expensive 
The navies of the principal naval 


sional inetructor now in Toky6 stu 
Berlin school of pickpockets, and is a 
master in all the tricks of the trade, and that he 
has more than 100 promising pupils. This 
class of criminals all work in gangs. There is 
an upper, lower, and middle grade of pick- 
pockei. The lower class pickpockets receive 
only 10 per cent, of their earnings, the rest 
being handed overto the head of the gang, who 
provides clothing and food for his pupils, The 
middle and upper class of pickpockets receive 
about 40 per cent. of their earnings, It would 
seem that there is such a thing as honour 
among thieves; for when one of the gang 

















is artested no information is given that 
might inculpate other members of the 
gang. The money or articles taken are, it 


is said, faithfully handed over to the heads of 
the gangs and any breach of this rule involves 
expulsion from the ring. Every conceivable 
disguise is assumed by these pickpockets. In 
turn they appear as well-to-do traders, carpent- 
ers, masons, or apprentices. The man who 
steals is invariably attended by a receiver of the 
stolen goods, into whose hands the stolen pro- 
perty is passed. The actual thief puts on an 
innocent face, while his accomplice conveys 
the article to a distant place. Thieves are 
accustomed to speak of their imprisonment as 
a tax paid to the Government, The time spent 
in gaol is in most cases utilised for devising 
new ways of deception. Mr. Adachi is of opinion 
that, imperfect as was the Tokugawa method of 
controlling the beggar class, as infinitely 
preferable to allowing them to enjoy liberty in 
the way they now do. Beggars were designated 
SEA Hinin (Beings that were not human) in 
‘Yokugawa days, but the Government exercised 
control over them by appointing heads of guilds* 
and making these heads responsible for the 
conduct of their subordinates, As begging 
is found to exist, the Tokugawa Shdguns 
thought it preferable to countenance and 
control it rather than allow it scope to develop 
crime in the way it does at the present time, 
In those days men who had lost all their money 
joined a beggars’ guild were content to 
stand outside the pale of society for a while till 
the ‘accumulation of money enabled them to 
start iv life again, The heads of guilds had the 
power to reinstate outcasts in this manner, the 
process being described as the “ washing of feet 
(ashi wo arau). Iv those days thieving was 
very 1are among beggars, the offence being 
followed by serious consequences ww the head 
of the guild to which the thief belonged, 
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The Tovotetsugaku Zasshi contains a report 
of an address delivered by Dr. Inone Tetsujind 
on the Oriental Congress last year. 
second or 
this congress and its bearing on Japanese sub- 
jects. Dr. Inone expresses the opinion that on 
the whole the Europeans who have investigated 
Japanese history, liter , and philosophy have 
done no more than skim the surface. ys, 
Waga miru tokoro de wa kartra ga kenkyit wa 
mads yochi nari, ‘In our opinion their 
investigations are those of children.” Dr. 
Inoue may have been referring particularly to 
Frenchmen, and even so he was incorrect, any- 
bow, but he seems ignorant of the fact that 
there exist numbers of treatises written by 
foreign students of Japanese which for 
curacy, research, and thoroughness have not 
been surpassed by any native worker on 
the same subjects; Dr. Inoue goes on to 
y that it is the duty of men like himself 



























* Tokugawa Hidetada was, we believe, the first 
Shogun to introduce this practice, He made 
famous Kucuma Zenshichi the head of a begga 
guild. The story of Zenshichi’s life is an interest. 
ing one, At first the would-be assassin of Hide- 
tada, he lived to organise a beggars’ guild of a 
most interesting type. His beggars wete trained 

Id veady to aid 




















at any 
fe of ea 


card of the li 
of the beggars wee cieated heads of companies 


ch begeat 


of filty or a bundeed. The organization was com- 
pleteiand begrivg in Japan was more respectable 
thaw it had ever been before or is likely to be- 
Scome-CWriter of Ue) Sumeubry. 
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to introduce European Orientalists to the ex- 
cellencies of Japanese philosophy and litera- 
tre. Anything Dr. Inouye may do in this 
line will no donbt be highly valued, but the 
report of his lecture before us contains no no- 
tice of the scholarly work done by such writers 
as Satow, Aston, Chamberlain, and others, and 
conveys the impression that the Western world 
is left in profound ignorance of the history of 
Japanese thought in past ages—an impression 
the falseness of which the 23 volumes of Asia- 
tic Society Transactions, to say nothing of other 
works, suffice to demonstrate. A brief résumé 
of the paper read by Dr. Inouye at the Congress 
is given in the 7ayd-Tetsugaku Zasshi, dealing 
with Japanese philosophers of the Confucian 
School. 
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The Hakubun Kwan announce the publica- 
tion in Japanese of an entirely new history of 
apan War, which was written under 
the superintendence of Li Hung-chang by a 
Chinaman called 3& 9 HE (Ts'ae Rh-Kang) 
and an American whose name in its translilera- 
ted form we do not recognise, with the object of 
giving to the world the secret of China’s defeat. 
The work is said to contain a large amount 
of information bearing on the course ot 
events during the war that has never hitherto 
been made public. It covers 1,170 pages and 
sells at 2 yen 50 semper copy. The author of the 
Japanese version is Mr. Fujino Fusatard, the 
editor of the Vomiuri Shimbun. As a history 
of the condition of China at the present time it 
standsalone. It should attract the attention of 
ali who are interested in the Far Eastern ques- 
tion, Avery long article entitled Xokuyiron 
(Bl ¥ 7) by Mr. Mitsnishi Shizuo appears in 
the Zoybtetsugaku Zasshi, which advocates the 
avolition of the Chinese characters and the 
adoption of Japanese Xana in their stead. A 
great part of the article 1s taken up with an 
enumeration of the inconvenience attached to 
the use of the ideographs, all of which are 
familiar to residents in Japan, The one re- 
deeming feature in the use of Chinese characters 
is the brevity and conciseness with which they 
express thought, Ideas which in other langu- 
ages requite long words or several words are 
expressed in Chinese by means of w few mono- 
syllables.t Mr. Mitsuishi, however, reaches 
the conclusion that the advantages of their use 
is more than outweighed by their many draw. 
backs, and ranks lnmsell among the extuest 
advocates of reform ¢ 

The Hakubukan 




















published a classified 
catalogue of all the principal Japanese books in 
existence, entuled Shoseki Sdmokuroku. It 
covers 1,100 pages and sells at 1 yen 70 sen. 
The catwlogue was compiled al the office know 
as the Tdk)d Shoscki Shuppan Yeigyé Kumi 
Jimusho. This is the first time that any such 
exhaustive catalogue of Japanese works has 
been published. 

The Hakubuokan also announces the appear- 
ance of Vol, V. of its seties of Miscellaneons 
Works called Hyakka Zensho, which consists of 
a treatise on “ Religious Philosophy,” compiled 
Mr. Angaki Mayaharu, The views of Kant, 
Hegel, Schilling, and other Germans are dis- 
cussed in this work. 





The Kydiku Koha calls attention to the pau- 
city of Municipal Middle Schools in 
compured with other cities of Japan. 
writer maintains that there is only one high 
class Middle School established by the Munici- 
pality, namely the Tsukiji Chagakké. ‘The 











“f Mr. Mitsuishi. finishes no examples, We 


append afew. Compare 40% Kuatad with Trane 
Rikkensexfé wih Constitutional 












Government 
tion ; Kwannen renga with 


Shamei meidad with Demonstrative Proposi 





WAG Rents with Scrutin de liste; avd BA tanks 


wut Scrutin individuel sud Tekishu-seison with 
Survival of the fiitest.—Writer of the Summary. 





f The tollowing facts ace tutombed by Mr, 
Musuishi ‘The Shitein Was 53,525 chatac- 
ters; the ie 





CSkijiten 47,210. 


















Kanda Kaiseigakko and the Kojimachi Johoku. 
gakkd are whatare called Shiritsngakko, that 
is, schools established by private persons. 
There are 1§ other schools that aim at fur- 
nishing a Middle School educaion, but 
they are insufficiently supplied with funds, 
and are unable to pay adequate salaries to 
teachers. That the Toky6 municipality should 
only spend 2,002 yen per annum in Middle 
School education is a perfect disgrace, says the 
Kyoiku Koko. The Osaka-fu and the Hydgo- 
ken each maintain some 6 schools at a cost of 
200,000 yen a year, And yet the demand for 
High Middle Schools is greater in TOkyS than 
anywhere else in Japan. 





The Nikon Shug tarnishes some instructive 
statistics bearing on the increase of population 
in Japan between 1891 and 1895. 


TABLE SHOWING BIRTHS AND DRATHS, ETC. 
ease of 











Births over 

Year, Bisths, Deaths. — Deaths, 

A.D. 1891... 1,086,775 853.139 —- 233,636 
» 1892... 1,207,034 886 388 320,046 

sy 1893.4. 1,178,4:8 937,044 240,784, 

1894... 1.208.983 840,768 368,215 

ry 1895... 1,246,427 852.422 394,005, 


The next table shows the proportion of females 
who were born or died during the § years per 


Too males: 
Percentage of Female, 







peas 
Year. Buths, Deaths, 
AD. 1891. 94.42 
ow 1892. 96.18 
ne 1893. 95 73 
1894. 94-25 
wo 189% 98 go 
The third table furnished by the Nihon Shugi 


gives the proportion of births and deaths per 
each 1,000 inhabitants, and the amounts of 
increase of births over deaths, 








Births, Deaths. Increase, 
267 vse 210. 
294 21.6 . 
285 227 
2BQ vee 20.1 | 





w  1895 205 20.2. 
It will be seen by the above, observes 
Shug, that as regards population Japan's out- 
look is decidedly hopeful. 
* 
ane 
Mr. Ueda Mannen dilates at some length in 
the Mikon Shugi on the defects of Kangaku- 
sha (Protessors of Chinese) in Japan. He 
asserts that as a class they are altogether behind 
the age. Their methods of study are 
quated, They have no ambition to make th 
knowledge thorough, Though acquainted with 
one branch of a subject, they make no effort to 
master another branch, however intimately con- 











nected the two branches may be. Though 
versed in Chinese history, they are pro- 
foundly ignorant’ of Chinese geography, 


Though studying Chinese chronology, they 
never think of comparing it with the chronology 
of other: counuics, Their learning is all of a 
mnemonic type, and not the result of thought 
and independent research. They seem to 
be men without any standard of their own, 
They aim at reflecting a distant pas! 
they do it ina perfunctory and inanimate sort 
of way and without any regard to the state of 
mind of the average Japanese student of the 
present day. These professors of Chinese, 
according to Mr. Ueda, are slaves to the letter 
and imbibe litle of the spirit of the books they 
read. Their knowledge of ethics, mental phi- 
losophy, and logic is next to n And as for 
methods of teaching, they never trouble their 
heads about them, Other teachers engaged in 
school work are ever seeking to improve their 
methods, but professors of Chinese teach now 
as they taught 30 years ago, To any one in- 
terested in Chinese studies a hundred and one 
questions suggest themselves as to the best 
manner of conveying to the minds of pupils 
adequate impression of the excellencies of Chi 
nese literature ; but no attempt to answer any 
of those questions is made by the men to whom 





























Japan of an eminent Sanscrit scholar from the 
Paris University, M. Levy, the text for an article 
on the need of greater earnestness in the work 
of translation, M. Levy left France last August 
with the intention of spending one year in India 
and six months in Japan, for the purpose of 
qualifying himself for the work of translating 
a well-known Buddhist classic called in 
Japanese {2 $R Gusharon. He is col- 
lecting commentaries on the work as well 
as examining different versions. The writer 
in the Zetsugaku Zasshi is full of admire. 
tion of the devotion to scholarship displayed 
by Professor Levy and observes that in the phi- 
losophical world here in Japan such zeal ought 
to stimulate scholais to tresh effort. To most 
men life grows busier and busier as years 
pass, says the Ze/sugaku Zasshi. Markedly 
is this the case wilh those who are engaged 
on special investigations. What is needed 
in Japan at the present time is devices 
for ‘saving labour as much as possible. We 
Japanese read our own language with greater 
ease than we can read any foreign tongue. 
Hence it is an immense boon to us to have 
thoroughly reliable translations of standard 
works to refer to in the co of study. The 
lack of appreciation of translations in the past is 
partly to be attribnted to pedantry, it being con- 
sidered more learned to be reading the original, 
and partly to the small number of correc: trans- 
lations that have appeared. To be of value and 
to become authoritative, translations must be 
made by specialists. There has long been a 
talk of creating a Translating Burean in the 
Mombushd, but as far as we are aware, con- 
cludes the Zetsugatu Zasshi, the affair iv still 
in the clouds. 


* al * 

A new magazine called the 3c Qtae 
Kogyo Kwagaku Zasshi, has aa bined 
ance. Its object is stated to be the application 
of Chemistry to industry. Hitherto, says the 
introductory article of the first number, 
litle use hus been made of chemical 
knowledge by the industrial worldin Japan, The 
magazine is designed to remedy this detect, 
Prefaces from Viscount Yenomoto, Messrs 
Otori, Watanabe (Hiromoto), and others and 
congratulatory letters from a number of well- 
known scholars appear in the first uber, 
The magazine covers about 80 pages and 
artistically got up. It is issued by the Kégy6 
Kwagakkwai, 1 Misakichd, Kanda, Tokyd, 
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Messrs. Exstlake and Shimada's Gasuseiyd 
(UEFA) Hiwa Fiten Students’ English and 
Japanese Dictionary) has reached iis second 
edition, It covers 1,350 pages and sells at 1 
yen 50 sen per copy, the Hakubankan being the 
publishers. This work isa tanslation of the 
terms appearing in “ Webster's Pocket Diction- 
ary” with certain addit culled from 
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary.” [1 is au 
improvement on the first edition in many par- 
ticulars, one of these being the insertion of a 
number of terms found in recently introduced 
School text-books. 
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The Nihonteikotu- Keiseistran (JES IE), 
which has been lately issued and is to be had at 
any of the chief book stores is a small en- 
cyclopzdia of knowledge arranged in 22’ chap- 
ters under some 400 headings, and is designed 
to give the latest information respecting the 
condition of Japan at the present time as 
regards education, industry, commerce, bank- 
ing, military, and naval development, etc. It 
sells at 1 yen 75 sen per copy. 

* = * 

Mr. Tsuchii Bansui has translated Carlyle’s 
“ Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in 
History,” a work that if well executed should 
command a large sale in Japan. This book i 
published by the Shuny6d6, and sells at 60 sen 
per copy. 

The 4 BC & Zaiseigaku is a work on State 


Finance trom the pen ot Mr. Tanaka Hozumi, 














Chinese is a special study. 


Fit, 45.550 and the BER mL 
Digitized t ey oo erage Zasshi makes the arrival in 


issued by the Meihdd6, Urajimbd-chd, Kanda, 
TOkySOwial velliig ia 2 yen per copy. The 
subject ictrented undemthe following six head- 
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ings, 1. Expenditure; IL. Income ; II. Taxes ; 
IV, National Debt; V, Budgets; VI. Provincial 
Finance. 


* - * 

The FR SS BG PE HE Child Seiydshi, by Mr. 
Takakawa Komakichi, isa History of Western 
Countries designed for use in Middle Schools, 
issued by the Nihon-zusho Kaisha and selling 
at 70 sen per copy. This work professes to 
record every important event in history from 
“the days of the early Egyptians down to the 
occupation of Kiaochou by the Germans.” 
Maps ere appended to the work. The FS 
FRE He Chat Toydshi, vy Mr. Kuwabara 
Shitsuzd consists of 2 volumes, which sell at 
go sen. The Nihonzusho Kaisha are the pub- 
fishes, The Shigaku Zasshi praises the work 
and says that it should occupy a high position 
among Oriental histories. 





A carefully got up little volume on Base Ball 
lias been issued by the Shikaidd (4 2 3) 
Moto-faji-ché, Hongd, Toky6, the title of which 
in Shinshiki Base Ball Fulsu (Base Ball Ac- 
cording to New Rules). ” Everything connect- 
ed with the game is explained, and drawings are 
furnished showing the position of the fielders, 
etc. The work is to be had for 10 sew. The 
author is a student of the Engineering College 
in the Imperial University called Takahashi 








of a new magazine to be called the 7dtyd Doku- 
ritsu Zasshi (The TdkyG Independent), The 
following English notice of the new organ has 
been published, which, as our readers will ob- 
serve, in the point of composition resembles the 
English column of the Vorosx Chadks, which 
for some years was edited by Mr. Uchimura, 
A semi-monthly magazine (soon to be made a 
onthly), devoted to honest, free, and fearless 
evary, scientific, 
None but the 











columns of its editorial 
accepted that are uot found to contain some Ori- 
ginal Ideas; no advertisement shall be inserted 
without due inquiries as to their Trustworthiness ; 
and no books shall be reviewed without thorough 
Examination, Its subsceibed editor and proprie- 
tor are no mere puppet-figar ade scape. 
goats of all the crimes committed in the 
free press (as, we are forced to confes: 
cases of loo many of the Japanese j 
ave the real editor and proj y who hold them- 
selves responsible for every word printed in its 
columus, Price per copy 5 sen. 
Price 10 copies (in advance) 45 sen, 

Advertisement sale, 30 sea per Japanese line, 
20 per cent. discount for continued insertions of 
more than two months, Absolutely no other dis- 
count. THe Tokyo Doxurr Zassnt Sua, 

18 and 19, Sugamomachi, Kitatoshima-gq i, 
Tokyo, Japan. 
he * 

In the pages of the Zaiys Dr. Katd has 
something to say on the terms ‘‘ Nippon Shugi,” 
and “Sekai Shugi” (Nipponism and Cosmo- 
politanism). In Dr. Katd's opinion these words 
are used in a very slipshod manner. They can- 
not be considered antithetical terms in a strict 
sense. Japan is one of the countries of the 
world and hence is concerned in all the great 
world questions, The term “Nipponism” as 
opposed to “Cosmopolitanism ” would seem to 
indicate that it is possible for Japan to follow an 
exclusive policy, would seem to imply that her 
customs and modes of thought and action need 
no improvement by contact with the outside 
world. As long as the.two principles are re- 
presented as aiding each other, as working in 
conjunction in the development of power, no 
harm is done, But when, as of late, they form 
the watchwords of hostile camps, and when it is 
represented that they are incompatible with each 
other, great harm is done, The progress of states 
and individuals are much alike, both depending 
ontwosources. One of these is inherited know- 
ledge and power ; the other the faculty of adapta- 
tion to ever-changing circumstances, If either of 
these factors is absent progress is very slow. Not- 
withstanding all Japan inherited from the past, 


had she not shown herself capab) adap’ 
herself to her enyironmentin, the la d 










































the Nineteenth Century, she would be no more 
advanced to-day than China and other Eastern 
nations, To represent the principle of national- 
ism as sufficient of itself for the full development 
of the capability of a people is to show ignorance 
of history. Progress and development depend 
quite as much on the force of surrounding 
circumstances and on situation as on inherited 
power. 


are 

In the space devoted to literary topics the 
Taiyd complains mournfully of the inferiority of 
Japan's newspaper writers, With a few excep- 
tions the class of men who supply copy forthe 
daily newspapers are flippant, semi-educated, 
irresponsible youths, into whose hands a very 
sharp-edged tool has been placed, says this 
organ, The character of these writers reveals 
itself distinctly when they undertake to review 
standard works. Nothing could be more shal- 
low and comm lace than the observations 
they make, showing that they have not taken 
the trouble to read the books they attempt to 
criticise, It is only right and proper thatthe 
press of a country should command universal 
respect, but with the class of writers now in the 
ascendant in Japan this is impossible, Efforts 
should be made to raise the standard, 











FAPANESE FAC1S AND COMMENIS. 


ae 
Investigations completed by the Finance De- 
partment and published in the vernacular 
papers, with regard to the rates of interest 
throughout the Empire, may be summarized as 
follow :—Of the thirty-eight leading prefectures 
where banks are established, Miyasaki, Iwate, 
and Hiogo command the highest rates, Nabe- 
oka, from January to March this year, paid 18.2 
Ichinoseki 18, Himeji 17 in February 
January and March, ‘Tsnwano ex. 
perienced an equally high rate, for the figure for 
March was fixed at 17.1 per cent, and at 16 in 
January and February. ‘The lowest rate of in- 
terest was noticeable in Iwate and Kagawa, 8 
per cent for the three months being found in Ichi- 
noseki and Takamatsu. The highest rates of 
interest ow deposits were secured in Kumamoto, 
being 8 per cent in March, and 7.5 per cent in 
January and February, Next came Hachioji and 
Fokushima with 7.5 percent. The lowest rates 
indicated were in Shimonoseki with 3 per cent, 
follawed by Himeji and Akashi, with 3.5 per 
cent. The highest daily interest on discounted 
bills was paid in Nobeoka, being 5.4 sen in 
March and 5.3 sen in February. Next came 
Akashi, Sakata, and Takamatsu, with 5 sen, 








Commenting upon the future of the tea trade 
of Yokohama, the Mippon says the taxation of 
teain A ica has caused serious confusion 
in the market, and now tends to produce a 
commercial panic. The various firms this year 
have curtailed the amount of export in con- 
sequence of the abnormal appreciation of 
freight, and though their purchases from the 
opening of the season have amounted to 10 
million catties approximately, yet their actual 
export did not exceed 3 millions, the remaining 
7 millions being still accumulated in the 
godowns. When the manufacture of the leaf 
is undertaken in ordinary years, no fewer than 
30,000 coolies flock to the port from the neigh- 
bouring districts to secure employment 
firers ; but this year half the number are de- 
prived of employment. A serious reduction in 
the second crop under these circumstances 
must be expected. A circular has been issued 
to local tea producers by the Yokohama Tea 
Guild, expressing the opinion that though the 
trade may suffer a serious depression for the 
present yet the demand will revive. Taxation 
affects the consumers alone; and when the new 
standard of price is settled in the market 
producers will still be able to secure a profit. It 
would be injudicious to relinquish tea farms 
which have been cultivated for years, on account 
of the present disappointment. 


A serious disturbance is reported from Kochi 














ng | prefecture, According to the Zokyo Asahi, the 
tices of Tsuroin Aki district had a dispute | 





with those in Takaoka with regard to bonito 
nets. A representative of the latter district re- 
paired to the Prefectural Office with a view to 
obtain sanction for the use of the nets in dis- 
pute ; as and soon as this fact was known to the 
villagers of Tsuro they followed him as far as 
Mnroto port, and, having seized him by force, 
imprisoned him ina small junk. ‘They then re- 
turned to their village, and, having collected 
several hugdreds of youths, marched on to 
Takaoka, and demolished the entire village. 
The whole place was entirely reduced to ruin 
before the police and court officials arrived, 
They dispersed the mob with great difficulty. 





The Niché Michi comments on the probable 
price of silk this year. That there will be 
a serious reduction in the output both in Japan 
and in China is an undeniable fact. Last 
year silk brought to the market at the begin- 
ning of the season—namely, on the 24th June 
—was quoted at 820 yen, and prices rose until 
they reached 870 yen by the end of July. 
New cocoons were first sold for 3.20 yen per 
Awan, rising ultimately to 4.30 yes in value, 
the average price being 3.50 yen. Things pre- 
sent much the same aspect thisyear, In Mino 
cocoons are now quoted at 4.20 yen, in Bushiu 
at 3.70 yes, and in Honjoat 3.50 yen. In some 
districts, however, sales are effected at from 
3 yen to 3.30 yen. Prices, on the whole, having 
a downward tendency, the average rate may 
not exceed 3.50 yen. During the past two 
years, on the other hand, prices have almost 
invariably increased towards the close of the 
season, 








Mr, Ishihara, a Commissioner of the Formosa 
Government Office, is reported by the Zokyo 
Asahi to have stated to its representative in 
Kobe that since he went over to Formosa he 
has been engaged with a railway corps inthe 
reconstruction of a railway between Keelung and 
Hsinchu, the Keelung-Taipeh line having 
already been completed, Trains on this line 
ran eight times a day at fixed hours, with 
average receipts of 800 yen. The highest 
amount ever realised was a little over 1,000 
yen, inclusive of charges for the transport of 
tice and other cereals. The passenger fares in 
Formosa are nearly three times the amount 
charged in Japan, and the goods rates are 
equally heavy. The rates, however, can not 
be condemned in consideration of the prices 
of commodities in the island. The goods sent 
by rail chiefly consist of rice, camphor, and 
tea; but the greater portion of the last-mention- 
ed commodity is shipped from Anping direct 
to Foochow. More facilities will be secured 
by the new Heincha-Taipeh line, but work is 
not yetcommenced, ‘The transfer of this line 
to the Formosa Railway Company was to have 
been undertaken in September last, but was 
postponed until July this year. 





The Zokyo Asahi gives the following table 
showing the output and consumption of coal 
during the past four years :— 








Year. Outpnts 

1892 wae 3,176,840 1,711,840 
1893 oa 31317104 1,754,440 
1894 fi 4,261,218 2,311,810 
1895 ee ove 4.766,670 2,667,952 


The Asahé suggests the necessity of imposing 
a tax upon the mineral in order to prevent its 
export, 


The Kokumin publishes reports from va- 
rious prefectures on the silk industry this 
year, Koshiu suffered for atime from the sever- 
ity and unsettled condition of the weather, but 
the quality and amount of cocoons produced 
are supposed to be nearly the same as last year, 
Quotations per Awan vary from 2.30 to 3.50 
yen. Bashiu reports a reduction of 10 per cent. 
on the quantity hatched, but there is a prospect 
of an increase in the final production, In some 
parts of Gumma a reduction of 20 to 30 per 
cent. in the output is estimated, Ibaraki was 
eminently successfal this year, though some 
difficulties were experienced at the outset in 
reanifgithe pverms, in consequence of the 
changeableness of the weather, Quotations. 
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for rst class cocoons stand at 3.40 yen. Fu- 
kushima was scarcely less fortunate, but, 
mulberry leaves having considerably risen in 
price at the time of hatching, it is supposed 
that litle or no profit will be realized for this 
year’s produce, The crop in Shiga is also ex- 
cellent, no changes having occurred to affect 
the industry. Of all the silk-producing dis- 
tricts, however, Wakayama is most prominent 
this year, having realized 5,000 ko&u of cocoons, 
instead of 4,000, as originally estimated. Sales 
commenced at 43 yen, but the stock will 
probably be monopolised by the agents of the 
Mitsui and Tomioka Factories, who were des- 
patched thithera few days ago, As regards 
Fukuoka, rearers appear to have decreased 
annually, and despite the cheapness of mulberry 
leaves a reduction of 20 per cent in cocoons is 
expected, 


Intelligence from Mokpho published in the 
Nichi Nichi is to the effect that the Japanese 
residents in that port are steadily increasing, 
the figures for May reaching 960, inclusive of 
women. The Japanese Consul, Mr. Hisami, 
has urged the Korean officials to take immediate 
steps for the construction of a harbour. As 
to the average prices of commodities, it may be 
stated that cleansed rice is now quoted at 16 
yen per koku, soy at 20 sen per sho, miso at 10 
sen pér catty, clear saté at 60 sen, and beer at 
35 sen per bottle. Wages of labourers 
yen in the case of ordinary Japanese coolies, 
37 sen for Koreans, and plasterers and car- 
penters get 1.50 and 1.30 yen respectively, 
Masanpho, a port recently opened to trade, lies 
at a distance of 5 English miles from Chhang- 
won city, The port affords the securest 
shelier for vessels, and every convenience for 
the landing of goods. The town has about 
3,300 houses, with a population of 15,000, The 
chief inland productions are silk, beans, oil, 





























&c., ‘whereas among marine products are 
enumerated sea-beans, sardines, mackerel, 
bonito, awabi, and sea-slugs. Gold, silver, 


and copper mines abound, while the produc: 
tion of saltis considerable, Masanpho is to be 
classed among the best harbours in the world, 
both for military and commercial purposes, 
The Governor General of Formosa convoked 
aspecial meeting of local Governors on 
25th ultimo, and is reported by the Kokumin, in 
addressing them, to have remarked that the army 
under the existing system of organisation is not 
only unable to show an effective front, but fre- 
quently falls into danger in its tactical operations, 
tary evolutions are often conducted without 
htest knowledge af the Governor. Gene- 
The turbulent 
however, appear to be anxious for au op- 
portunity of showing their desire to submit to 
the new government. As for the financial 
administration, prospects are entertained that 
an independent status may be obtained by 
degrees. The revenue of the island will increase, 
and. though the various official undertakings 
may tequire an outlay of at least 5 of 6 million 
yen annually, that amount may be raised in the 
torm of public bonds; and the ordinary ex 
penditures only will have to be disbursed out 
of the resources of the island, As to railways, 
he recommended their being carried on asa 
private undertaking. Education shonld be pu- 
shed on with the greatest possible promptitude. 





























Mr, J. A. Wilson, head of Messrs. Howell 
& Co., Hakodate, recently lodged a complaint 
against one Yoshimura Tsunekichi, of Nemuro, 
in connection with the delivery of refined 
sulphur. A distraint was made in May this 
year on application to the Hukodate District 
Court, and a quantity of sulphur transported 
trom Nemuro by the steamer Gembu Maru 
was seized, But of the total amount se 
seized 819 bags are alleged to have belonged 
to Mr, Inagaki Tatsu, of Nemuro. Mr. Ina- 
gaki applied to the Court to have his goods 
restored, but his application was rejected on the 
ground that i it could not be received or adjudged 
hy any Japanese Court. He protested, how- 
ever, urging that as his application/wal te 
ed in regard to a [d|siraine condu an! 














portion of the islanders, |g, 


order of the Japavese judicial authorities, it did 
not properly fall within the scope of the treaties 
between Japan and England. With this in view, 
an appeal was made, The case is entirely un- 
precedented, and is a general subject of discus- 
sion in Hakodate, 





Since the Bank of Japan has undertaken 
the direct purchase of public loan bonds, their 
value has steadily risen. Quotations during 
the past few days, according to the 717#, were 
as follows:—On the roth instant, 92.30 yen; 
on the rith, 92.50; on the 13th, 92.90; on the 
rath, 93 30. ‘The value rose by one yen during 
the four days, while there is still an upward 
tendency. Sales among private individuals are 
20 to 30 sen higher than the figures above given, 
Although the Nippon Ginko’s total purchase 
is fixed at 16 or 17 million yen, it is doubtful 
whether the Bank will continue to buy at the 
current rates, but so long as it does the pur- 
chase prices will tend to rise. At any rate, 
serious fluctuations will occur through the 
Bank’s procedure. 














Commenting upon the difficulty of dealing 
with 70 million yen of exchanged silver pieces 
accumulated in consequence of the enforcement 
of geld monometallisin, the Nippon says the 
Government has failed to circulate them in 
Korea and Formosa, and it now experiences a 
similar failure in its attempts to recast them into 
subsidiary coins, for the subsidiaries are already 
in excess of demand. Fortunately, however, 
the abundant import of rice from silver-using 
countries in the Orient presents an opportunity 
for disposing of the white metal to the amount 
of some 30 million yen. The His; American 
war now raging in the Philippine Archipelago 
will, (00, create a demand for silver, and give the 
Japanese Government an opportunity of profit- 
ably getting rid of its stock, 














Since the Korean currency, remarke the 
Osaka Asahi, consisted chiefly of Japanese yen 
pieces, their withdrawal consequent upon the 
revision in the coinage system affected trade 
with Korea to no sm Il extent, In order to 
obviate the evil tendencies of the disturbance 
was suggested that the Japanese stamped coins 
should be thrown culation in the Korea 
market, but no practical effect was given to 
the proposal, Now that the period of exchunge 
of the yen pieces has been shortened to the end 
of July, coins of this demonination now circu. 
lating in Korea will steadily be transmitted to 
Japan, The question naturally arises, what 
Coins are to be employed in Korea in future ? 
Ivis stated that the Korean Government has 
entrusted the Copper Refining Company in 
ka with the task of manufacturing new 
silver pieces, which, after being transported to 
the little Empire, are to be analysed and duly 
stamped for circulation. In view of these cir- 
cumstances the Company is reported to have 
purchased new machinery, and to be ready to 
commence work from the 20th instant. The 
new coins are to be shaped like the Japanese 
20 sen pieces for 1 ryo denomination and like 
1 yen pieces for 5 ryos. The circulation of 
in place of Japanese yen pieces 
supposed, secure the market against 
inconvenience. 





























A FAPANESE CONSUL’S STRIC- 
TURES, 
nee 
The Japanese Consul at Tientsin recently 
reported to the Government that the Chinese 
have begun to regard Japanese manufactures 
with serious distrust. Merchandise received from 
Japan, they allege, does not correspond with 
samples and packing is, in almost all cases, 
miserably unsubstantial. The Consul expresses 
the deepest regret that Japanese merchants are 
disposed to break their taith without the slightest 
reguid to honour. The sale of soap is a typical 
example. The fragrance and delicacy of Japa 
ese soap attracted the notice of the Chinese, 
and demand for the article increased con- 
siderably, But the original fragrance, which 








bstituted the attraction, has now entirely dis- 
tated and the market is,consequently, closed: § 





The failure to observe punctuality in the de- 
livery of goods is alleged to be another de- 
plorable defect of Japanese manufacturers. 
Large orders from Chinese customers are never 
executed at the appointed time and to the 
contracted amount, owing simply to want of 
due attention. The utmost indifference is 
shown to small orders, Porcelain ordered 
September last year has not yet been transmit- 
ted. The untrostworthiness of the Japanese 
the Consul adds, is almost proverbial in many 
parts of China. 















HONGKONG AND SHANGRAI. 





Eg 
An old resident of Shanghai who lately took 
up his abode in Hongkong has writlen a letter 
from which the W.-C. Daily News takes this 
extract :— 
* [feel wow satisfied that Hongkong is inferior 
to Shanghai, The climate is bad; the admin 





stration is costly and indifferent, the place 
foul beyond measure of descrii 
ed; 





5 overcrowd- 
land available for extension held by Governs 
lor high prices; pestilence abroad ascribed 














es; while Tea 
of Hongkong is the foulest place in the East, I 
can say itis the worst I have seen, Medical men 
say Shanghai's immunity from plague 1s very 
wonderful, but. that the epidemic will eventually 
find entrance is beyond doubt, and tl 
means of holding it in check is public cle: 
which should be advocated and catried out before 
the dreadful disease appears ; once the germ finds 
congenial soil it grows rapidly, These 
not be cceptable to the Municipal Council, for, 
of course, prevention is better cure. 
Hongkong must have greatly changed for the 
worse if the above be true, A Chinese city is 
always dirty, and there was never any lack of 
dirty streets in the Chinese quarter of Hong- 
kong ; butif the native city of Shanghai is not 
incomparably dirtier, we do not know what dirt 
is, 




















tHE PLAGUE. 
-+ 

The plague is said to be raging in several 
park of Fukien. A correspondent of the W.-C. 
Daily News, writing from Hsinghua, notes the 
fact, and describes how the ‘native Christians 
generally enjoy immunity, being instructed in 
the manner of using lime and other disin- 
The same correspondent sends the 
following curious piece of intelligence :— 

Last autumn an Am patent medicine com 

y sent to une of the missionaries here two cases 

# filly dozen bottles of a well kno 
lied ** Dy. Hacte's SpasiGe tor aver 
and Ague ia being very abundant here, 
asgrlrewhere in South China, it was welcomed as # 
remedy, as there is much of this sickness among 
the e employ és of the,ni . Aman who 
wanted work was given a few bottles to sell. Iu 
a few week he reported that this medicine was a 
geod cure for the Plague, No special atten 
was paid toit at first; but soon reports began to 
come in from many quarters, [t is claimed that 
one bottle cures five or more persons, I fear to 
put down on paper all the stories I hear about it, 
lest my sanity or at least ver 

At first, it was used only amos 
tian » but recently a Cheri 
it so successfully upon several cases in his pra 
among the non-Ch 
ed for it by all classes. 
to buy one hundred bottles, but was ot allowe 
take so many, as the supply will soon be exhausted. 
He claimed that he had cured two cases where the 
patients had been given up as hopeless, and i 
usual Chinese fashion had actually been dressed in 
their grave clothes ! 

This is not au attempt to expl: 
na, ouly to give the news. If it continues to be so 
successful, we will let the public know it. The 
people here Lelieve that already hundseds of lives 
have been saved by it, 

































































the pheiome- 











The preliminary annual return of the British 
Army shows that the Militia has gradually de- 
creased in numbers during the last five years, ” 
until it is now close upon 20,000 under strength. 
‘There is no prospect of any improvement 
theCMilithe isiiimetter dressed and bewter treated 
shen-atpregent, | 
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THE VEQUEREU " THEATRICALS. 
Renee De 
British blueja kets have talents in other direc- 
tions besides Gghting, in which latter department 
their gifts are sufficiently well-known not to 
need further advertisement, ‘That the modern 
tar unites with pluck and knowledge of nautical 
work a considerable capacity for fun and a sur- 
*prising amount of histrionic ability was well 
illustrated on Thursday night at the Public Hall, 
when the dramatic company of H.M.S, Power. 
ful gave a performance in aid of the Seamen's 
Orphan Fund. There was a large audience, 
almost exclusively composed of English and 
Ameri » and consequently the distinctly 
Britannic tinge of the whole evening's enter- 
tainment was appreciated. Roars of applanse 
were heard when, at the conclusion of some 
acrobatic tricks, the Union Jack and Stars and 
Stripes were waved aloft together; and almost 
equally popular were the political references in 
a topical song dealing with our troublesome 
neighbours at Port Arthur, The final tableau, 
“Sons of the Ocean,” and the descriptive song 
which accompanied it hymning the praises of 
onr gallant lads of the sea, also called down 
tumultuous applause, The’ préce de résistance 
was the farce ‘Checkinate.” It was des- 
cribed as a comedy in the programme, but 
the whole thing was farce of the wildest 
description. One does not expect probability 
or coherence in a farce ; as long ae it makes 
h it serves its purpose. Judged by 
Checkmate ” was entirely ‘a success. 
Ounce the mind of the hearer had got over the 
ity of master and servant, mistress and 
acting as Sir Everton Toffee. Sam 
‘inkle, Charlotte Russe and Martha Bunn did, 
the complications and funny situations ensuing 
forced a laugh, if only from their sheer absur- 
dity and wild incongruity. The plot is of a 
type well beloved of farce-writers, Afiss 
Charotte Russe has come into a fortune, ac- 
companied by a recommendation that she shall 
marry her cousin, Sir Everton 2offee, an Indian 
officer, whom she has not seen Irom boyhood. 
He, it appears, has by letter expressed his wil- 
lingness for the match, and this induces her to 
think that he is inclined to treat her as a good 
financial speculation. In order to test him, she 
persuades her maid Marsha to play the part of 
the heiress in her stead, while she herself do: 
the white ¢ap and apron of the servant, 
Everton Toffee, on the other hand, is apprehen- 
sive that Charloties coulessed willingness to 
im may be induced by the desire for a 
title ; and, with similar motives, he decides on the 
same plan of action as that which Rose herself has 
hit on, He instructs his groom Sam Winkle to 
change clothes and social status with him. The 
ensuing complication: sufficiently obvious. 
Martha and Sam, in theit attempts to assume 
the airs of people of consequence, make all 
kinds of solecisms, barbarously mutilate the 
English, and deviate disastrously into 
while Sir Everton and Charlotte make 
many interesting discoveries in the peculiarities 
of high life below stairs. The baronet finds the 
housemaids quarreling for the privilege of his 
company on their  Sundazy out;” the lady has 
the rather embarrassing attentions of the groom, 
the page boy, and the gardener. In this situa- 
tion she turns to the society of the gentle- 
manly man-servant ; by @ slip of the tongue they 
discover that both are masquerading ; and the 
curtain goes down on a happy ending. 

The acting was on the whole excellent. The 
parts of the lady and gentleman, naturally the 
most difficult to make at once convincing and 
entertaining, weve creditaly performed by S. 

»Sadler and A. Saunders; W. Sims played the 
part of the groom transformed into a gentleman 
with much humour, if with rather 1oo much 
exaggeration; and W. Haynes was really 
fonny as Martha the maid. The eccentric 
pas in the second act between the male and 
female servants of the Grange was capitally 
done, and the comic song ‘I'he Lady Help” 
would have dowe credit to many a music hall 
singer of some wote. The Irish song of Messrs. 
Bowes and Crystal and some acrobatic sey 



































































mances were alte. clever, while Vogl eis" trade has not been received wae un Vila) Change Calis.” 








“Sons of the Ocean,” was a really fine stage 
effect. The excellent music of the band made 
the waits enjoyable. 

The full cast in the farce was as follows :— 
Sir Everton Toffee, S. Sadler; Sam Winkle 
(his Groom), W. Sims; Henry (Waiter * Plan. 
tagenet Hotel”), Sergt. Wells; Parsley (a 
Gardener), W. Ross; Strap (a Stableman), | 
Compton, Cheek, Boots (Pages), W. Dawson, 
W. Whiting ; Bottles, J. Walters; Miss Char- 
Intte Ru A. Saunders; Martha Bun (her 
Maid), W. Haynes; Mary Ann, J. Ingersoll; 
Jane, W. Dewey ; Sarah (ihe Cook), R. Atlee; 
Gardeners, Messrs. Bowes and Cryctal. 

The arrangements were in charge of Lieut. 
Streatfield, manager; Mr. Sims, stage manager; 
and Mr, Lintern, Secretary. The accompanist 
was Mr. Rea, and the Bandmaster Mr. Schofield. 








KOREAN NOTES. 

et ieee 
A Roman Catholic Cathedral was dedicated 
in S6ul on the 2gth of May, Bishop Mutel con- 
ducting the ceremony, in the presence of the 
Foreign Corps Diplomatique, officials of the 
Korean Government, and a large concourse of 
people. The corner stone of the Cathedral was 
laid in 1892, and the building cost sixty thou 
sand dollars, There is an interesting fact con- 
nected with the site, It is on an elevated 
place called Chonghyen (‘ Bell Hill”) which, 
on account of its proximity to the temple where 
portraits of the Korean Kings are kept, had 
never been considered by the Koreans appro- 
priate for building purposes. One imagines 
that the Roman Catholics would have been 
wise had they selected a site not likely to 

wound Korean susceptibilities. 











Korea is a country of curiosities : not speci- 
mens of pottery, or bronze, and so forth, but 
social, legislative, judicial and administrative 
oddities. The Supreme Court in Séul lately 
furnished an example. A certain Yu made 
over his house to a creditor, Mr. Kim, who 
sold it to a third party, Hong. Yu, being a 
special friend of the Minister of Justice, saw 
an opportunity: to recover his house. He per- 
suaded the Minister to order Hong's imprison- 
ment and make his release conditional on his 
storing the house. Under ordinary circum- 
stances Hong wonld have been belpiess. But 
he had been fortunate enough to enrol himself 
a member of the Independence Club, and 
when the latter learned what had happen- 
ed, they asked the Supreme Court to try 
the case publicly, The Court consented, 
and the Club attended en masse to witness the 
proceeding. The affair proved a farce. The 
presiding judge ruled that Hong, being in the 
position of defendant, must never speak but 
only listen, and the members of the, Inde- 
pendence Club marked their disapproval by 
rising in a body and leaving the Court, They 
afterwards addressed a letter of remonstrance 
to the Minister of Justice. Beyond that we 
have no information, The whole story illu. 
strates a delightfully primitive state of affa 











Chemulpo seems tobe getting on. A willy 
correspondent of the Zndependent says that the 
most impressive thing about the place is ils 
future, and some people evidently have faith in 
that future, for the American ister has 
purchased a site for a residence there, and so 
has the Emperor of Korea. 





The Sénl Independent, describing the death 
of a recently married woman who lived near 
the “Mulberry Palace,” says that “ she drown- 
ed herself in a well in frout of her house,” and 
that “it is thought she met with her untimely 
death cither through accident or from a mo- 
mentary derangement of her mind,” The 
editor is not an Irish \e 








The Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Cho Pyengchik, has resigned, and his re- 
signation seems to have been accepted, but we 
have no news as to his successor, 


The opening of three new Korean ports to 








alloyed pleasure by the Koreans, One of the 


papers published in Sul argues stoutly against 
the step, and proclaims a conservative creed, 
contending that the import of cheap foreign 
goods tends to ruin native manufacturers, and 

foreign 
Even the 


that all the benefits connected with 
intercontse are reaped by foreigners 
Independent, while prof 
contemporary’s views, contends that “ until the 
Government and the people become strong and 
intelligent enongh to take care of their own in- 
terests, Korea should be protected from the 
unrestrained influx of its neighbours.” 





There appears to be some hard dealing on 
the part ot the Koreans connected with the 
Séul-Chemulpo Railway. Some of the persons 
owning lands and houses that were purchased 
on account of the li have not received the 
promised compensation. It is said that when 
they applied to the Americans in charge of the 
line, they were answered that full payment had 
been made of every cent due for houses demo- 
lished, lands appropriated, or cereals injured. 
The petitioners then had recourse to the Korean 
Director of the road, but he declined even to 
see them, It is easy to see where the responsi- 
bility for the dishonesty rests, if there has been 
dishonesty. 














Some time ago we commented on the extia- 
ordinary fact that official correspondence finds 
ils way into the public prints in Soul before 
the subject to which it relates is settled. We 
observe that the Korean Minister of Foreign 
Affairs has warned the two vernacular. papers, 
the Kango Shimpo and the Mati Sinmun, to 
give up the practice. It would had been more to 
the purpose if he had taken measnres to prevent 
the correspondence from being divulged by the 
Department over which he presides. 








The inhabitants of Weiju compl: hat their 
magistrate, a man of © dark disposition and 
covetous and stingy heart,” arrests innocent 
people throughout the district “‘like a string of 
fishes" and locks them up in jail, merely for the 
purpose of extorting money from them. He 
has succeeded to the extent of thirty thousand 
dollars. 


Dr. Jaisohn has left Korea, the Korean Go- 
vernment having decided to dispense with his 
services as “adviser.” He leaves behind him 
three monuments in S6ul: a vernacular press, 
the Independendce Arch, and the Independence 
Club. There is evidently a strong and general 
feeling of regret at his departure, But we are 
disposed to think that the functions of news- 
paper editor and official adviser to a govern- 
ment are not conveniently combinable. 











The Korean Repository publishes a transla- 
tion of an interesting chapter from a Korean 
historical work, according to which the line of 
Manchu Sovereigns now reigning in Peking are 
descended from Keum Chyun, a Korean priest, 
who emigrated from Korea during the era when 
the peninsula was divided into three Kingdoms, 
This man’s descendants founded Nujen Tartar 
“ Keum” (gold) dynasty, and, having captured 
Mukden, marched against the Ming Sovereigns 
and became rulers of the Middle Kingdom. 


The suppression of the pernicious Pedlars 
Guild of Korea was one of the reforms which 
Count Inouye interested himself in promoting 
during his tenure of office in S6ul. Recently 
the Korean Department of Home Affairs made 
a vigorous attempt to resuscitate the Guild, but 
happily the effort failed, and we observe that 
provincial governors and prefecis are now under 
orders to check any schemes for re-organizing 
the mischievous association. 

















If one touch of nature makes the whole world 
kin, the hearts of ’Arry and ’Arriet of our slums 
must go ont, says the G/ode, to the gallant sailor- 
men of Germany and Sp: They have been 
parading the streets of Cadiz arm-in-arm and 
wearing one another's caps! Thus, Punch's 
dialogue rises 10 international importance. 
“Does yer love me traly?” “Yes.” Then, 
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CHINA NOTES. 
+ 
The Dorth China Daily News hears that a 
movement is on foot among some of the en- 
lightened young Chinese and their Japanese 
friends to promote a visit to the Emperor of 
China by the Emperor of Japan. It is hoped 
that, if this can be accomplished, it will result in 
a pro-As ce for the conservation of the 
integrity of China and Japan, and that the Em- 
peror of Japan may be able to persuade his 
brother at Peking to come out of his Palace aud 
see something of the outside world, a consum- 
mation devoutly to be wished. We in Japan 
have not heard anything of such a project. 



















The child of a well-known Shanghai resident 
living in the Bubbling Well Road las been bit- 
ten by a pet cat which was attacked with rabies, 
and the little one has been sent to Nagasaki 
for treatment at the Pasteur Institute there. 


The magazine of the Yangchow territorial 


troops was found on the roth June to have been | CI 


broken into by some persons unknown, who 
carried off nearly 800 catties of gunpowder, 
The military and civil officials of Yangchow, 
says a Shanghai contemporary, are greatly 
alarmed at the news of the theft, as they con- 
sider it ominous of armed outbreaks in the near 
future by the Kolao Hui, Following upon this 
came the arrest of an officer belonging to the 
salt excise battalion for having housed a Ko/ao 
Hui chief, who was alleged to have spread a 
rumour of an intended attack on the missionaries 
in that city, in consequence of which there has 
been quite a panic among the orderly citizens of 
the place. 





Mr. Frosell, who is coming ont to China as 
the representative of the Jameson-Hooley finan- 
cial syndicate, has telegraphed to Shanghai that 
the bankruptcy of Mr. Hooley will have no effect 
upon the prospects of the syndicate, and he 
expects to reach Shanghai shortly. 


The Emperor of China is a mortal much to 
be pitied. The ruler of millions, he finds 
his orders neglected on every hand: Recently 
he issued a decree in the Peking Gaseffe that 
has a more than usually plaintive ring about it, 
The document run 


. 

The Princes, Nobles, Ministers, and subordi: 
nate officers of our Court who have one and all 
received our bounty, ought by tights to show 
their gratitude by doing their best in lightening 
our labours in stich crises as the present, as well 
as to diligently attend to their several duties iv 
order to deserve the confidence we have placed 
them. We ate therefore filled with indignation 
when we find that it has of late been the habit of 
many of our officers torshitk their duties, using all 
sorts of excuses to avoid them. Even, for instance, 
alter we had oidered certain officers to aitend 
simple ceremonies such ay sacrificial worship aud 
the like, we often now et with memorials from 
the various Boards and departments praying us to 
select some one else to take the place of the selected 
officers owing to the latier being unavoidably pre- 
vented from one cause or another obeying the Im- 
perial com etc. This we take to be shee: 
laziness and shirking of extra work, which must be 
severely denounced and prohibited once for all 
We would therelore give fair warning: to all such 
that in the future we will make carelul investiga 
lions into any excuses brought tous and if we fd 
any one guilly of ying lo deceive us, we promise 
such persons that their punish 
be light, Now, after this decter, let no one say 
that he has not been given fair warning to desist 
from such evil practice 















































The W.-C. Daily News gives the name of the 
foundered Chinese man-of-war as Foochs, and 
says that one officer and three men were saved 
out of a complement of 150. 





The Daily Chinese Progress publishes the 
following despatch trot its correspondent at 
Kirin :—The Russian surveyors have come very 
near the Chaolin mausolea, in fact, within the 
boundaries of the sacred and revered last resi- 
ing-places of the ancestors of the present line 
of Emperors, in their demarcation of the Rus- 
sian-Manchurian Railway, As this is considered 

crilege, H.E. E-k'0-tang-4, Tartar General of 











Fénglien, protested against the proposed route, 
requesting that the line should make a déour 
in order (0 save the susceptibilities of the peo- 
ple of Mancharia. _H.E.’s protest, it is said, has 
met with no response from the Russian Railway 
officials, 


A Shanghai paper notes that it is rumoured 
in local mandarin circles that the Russian and 
French representatives at Peking are most jea- 
lous of the lease of territory near Hongkong to 
Great Britain, and in consequence Russia 
demands the “lease” also of Kinchou, to the 
northwest of Port Arthur in the Liaotung Penin- 
sula, whilst France wants the ‘‘ lease” of a port, 
still unnamed, in Fokien province. 











A Peking despaich received in Shanghai, 
states that in the ‘' Farewell” memorial to the 
throne of the late Prince Kung, just prior to his 
death, the late Prince strongly recommends 
four persons to his Majesty's notice and con- 
fidence, viz:—Prince Mo, 4th Order, Tunior 
Vice-President of the Imperial Clan Court; 

ang Chib-iung, Viceroy of the Hukuang pro- 
vinces; Kang Yi, recently promoted Assistant 
Grand Secretary and President of the Board of 
War; and Li Ping-heng, the degraded ex- 
Governor of Shantung. The dying Prince 
declared these four men ‘were the ablest of 
all the high Ministers of the Crown” the Em- 
peror has. 

A recent decree in the Meking Gasetle is 
worthy of note. It runs: 

We have received the memorial of Si 
Viceroy of the Yiing-Kuei provinces, d 
certain military officers under him and pra 
that the punishment of loss of rank and dismissal 
for ever trom the sevice be pronounced against 




















certain military delinquents. With selererce to 
Sen Shilelung, Maju commanding the Chung 
battalion of Yanna nd guilty of 








ng dummies |. we hereby. 
confirm Sung Fau's suggestion and cashier and 
dismiss for ever the said delinquent, The same 
punishment 1s also to be meted out to Ting Yao~ 
lung, Majoe commanding the Wav battalion, but 
as for Ku Hung, Colonel commanding the several 
battalions of the T'éng brigade, as all his batta 
lions appear to have “dummies” in the regiment 
al tolls, the simple punishment of being cashieved 
and dismissed for ever from the service is 100 
hight fo 
to be sent to work, 0 
pished to the co 













itary post roads and 
beyond the Great Wall. 
This punisthment will in futue be adhered to i 
tegard to all officers found guilty of commanding- 
such skeleton’? battalions, thereby pocketing 
for themselves the pay of the said “dummies.” 
We wish here to record our commendation of the 
conduct of the memorialist who had the conage 
to make such wholesale denunciations in the face 
ofthe “precedents” which we know to exit 
under such conditions, and would exhort all our 
Viceroys and Governors to do their duty by us 
and denounce severely all attempts at lowering the 
steength of our military organisation, 


News received in Shanghai from Yangchow 
reports that owing (o numerous rumours cir: 
culating in that city of an intended rising 
against the constituted authorities and, incident- 
ally, against missionaries, quite a panic is 
apparent amongst the general masses, and 
numbers of families of the well-to-do have 
begun to leave the city for quieter places. The 
authorities, however, appear to be preparing to 
cope with any disturbances that may arise and 
have brought from Kiauchou and Chinkiang a 
large force of troops, a part of whom are en- 
camped outside and a part inside the city walls. 





























Writing on June rgth, the China Afail an- 
nounced that there had been little change in 
the condition of affairs at Iloilo since last reports 
from that place, The summary measures tak 
hy the Spanish garrison to quell the rebel di 
turbances have proved effective for the time, 
although they have engendered a feeling of 
distrust and lust for revenge amongst the natives. 
The rebel force which looted some churches a 
few weeks ago has been practically annihilated, 
and every day one or two suspected natives are 
taken out of the city several miles and shot. 
The arrest of these suspects is appatently effect- 
ed by a few soldiers employed as a secret service, 
the arrests ate usually made at night, 














NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


oe 

A case of dysentery was reported on the 21st 
inst, at a house of ill-fame in Maganecho, 
Yokohama. The victim was a girl named Kato 
Kala, 25 years of age. In consequence, nine 
girls and five employés of the house have 
been isolated for five days. 


Admiral Dewey having given permission, the 
firm of Messrs. Evans and Jackson, Duddell 
Street, Hongkong, will open a store at Cavite 
from which the firm proposes to supply the 
US. naval and military forces with provisions 
and general stores, Cavite is now regarded as 
an American possession. 


A Bill has been passed, says a Wash 
despatch dated the 27th ult., providing for 
honouring of Rear-Admiral Dewey and 
brave men, who fought so well in Manila bay. 
The Bill carries an appropriation for giving a 
memorial sword to the Rear-Admiral and bronze 
niedals to all the officers and men who were 
engaged in the fight, 


On May 18, Me. Hoshi Toru, Japanese 
Minister at Washington received permission for 
two Japanese officers io accompany the Ameri- 
can expedition to Cuba. They are Major G. 
Shiba, of the Japanese army, until tecenily 
iltaty a/faché at London, who participated in 
the invasion of Manchuria and the storming of 
Port Arthur, and Commander Katsuro Narita, 
of the Imperial Japanese navy, who has for some 
time been an affaché of the legation in 
Washington as well as inspector for his Govern. 
ment of the Japanese cruiser neaily completed 
at Cramp's shipyard in Philadelphia. 
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Details of the recent big fire at Tsuchizaki, 
Akita Prefecture, are to hand. The fire originat- 
ed at Shinyanagi-machi and the flames spread 
to Atago Kami-Sakata, Shimizu, and other 
streets. The conflagration destroyed 286 
houses, 14 go-downs, the two branches of 
the Akita Bank and the 48th National Bank, 
a tramway station, and some other buildings. 
One person was injured. One merchant 
named Omi lost 10,000 piculs of tice, and 
10,000 piculs of sali, Another named Sato 
suffered to the extent of yen 20,000. 





Au agreeable discovery is reported from 
Shanghai. A licensed dairyman, proprietor of 
a dairy in Li Hongkew, was found to be selling 
milk adulterated with water taken from a creek, 
into which habitually drain the contents of 











several piggeries situated on its banks, More- 
over, the piggeries are said to be the most 
savoury of the sources of pollution from which 
the creek receives contributions. An analysis 
of the milk by Dr. Stanley showed that it had 
ten million bacteria to the cubic centimetre, 
many of them being putrescent organisins. 


Mr. Bernard late secretary of the Austro- 
arian Consulate in Hongkong, while step- 
ping from the gangway of the Phra Chom 
Klao, then at anchor in the Bangkok river, ou 
toa small sampan, was precipitated into the 
water and drowned. The China Mail says 
that the deceased was in the Transvaal during 
the stormy events of 1895-96, and as a member 
of the Reform Committee lost heavily and 
suffered imprisonment, At one time, he was 
in business in Glasgow. He was an accom- 
plished linguist, speaking no fewer than eight 
European languages, and had travelled in all 
parts of the world except America. 














The Hiogo News, writing on Monday 
Cargo ont of no fewer than thirteen vessels was , 
involved in the fire onthe Pier Company’s com- 
pound on March 3rd last, and enormous in- 
lerests were comprised in the adjustment that 
had tobe made by the representative Committee. 
Mr. Th. de Berigny, to whom the actual ap- 
portionment work was entrusted, has achieved 
wonders, and his figures will, we expect, be 
unhesilatingly accepted by all the parties in- 
terested in the final setilement, This, low- 
ever, will lake some time as between marine 
tisks, fire risks, and consignees, Mr, de 
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Berigny’s elaborate statistics have made evident 
the amounts at stake but cannot settle the legal 
responsibilities to pay the same: 8,780 bales of 
large quantities of general merchan- 
ere destroyed; thé salvage fealised 43,051 
yen; substantial sums have therefore still to be 
made good. The adjusiment has done all 
and more than was expected; the Courts of 
Law must do the rest, 












Count de Barthelemy, who tavelled receutly 
across Indo-China, bas brought to the monkey- 
house of the Jardin des Plantes, Paris, two fine 
specimens of the Semnopithec monkeys, which 
are among the most curious of the monkey 
tribe, As their name indicates, they are vener- 
able in appeurance, and resemble old scholastic 
doc:ors with grey beards and black velvet skull 
caps. 








Some curious facts come from Belgrade in 
connection with the National Library there. It 
hasbeen closed, not because there are noreaders, 
but because there are no books to read, Aud 
yet the library once possessed 40,000 volumes, 
many of which were valuable. With a view of 
making the library useful, the committee of 
administration conceived the idea of lending out 
the books. It was an evil day for the library 
when this was put into operation, for none of 
the books that were lent out bas been retuned, 
And now only the catalogue remains. 












A Coroner's jury at Nagasaki, consisting of 
Me: E. B. Shepherd, M. C. Adams, and E, 
A Measor, returned a verdict to the effect that 
William Evans, chief ginnery instructor of 
H.MS. Grafton “ came to his death by shoot- 
ing himself with a revolver while temporarily 
insane on board H.M.S. Graffon in the hatbour 
of Nagasaki on the 17th day of June.” Accord- 
ing to Dr. Crowley, of the Grafton, the deceased 
had no suicidal tendency; it was temporary 
nity, caused by a hypochondriacal disposition 
and by nervous anxiety lest he should develop 
paralysis, that-caused the man to commit suicide. 




















The latest China Edict bears reference to a 
report made by the Tsung-li Yamen, asking the 
Emperor to select some of the clansmen of the 
Imperial family to be sent abroad for purposes of 
study and travel. The Emperor replied:—To 
send Princes and Imperial Clansmen to travel 
abroad is a step towards enlightenment and is 
in accordance with the times. The Imperial 
Clan Court is desired to find out and recommend 
to the Throne any Clansman who is acquainted 
with up-to-date affairs and possesses sufficient 
intelligence for acceptance, to be sent to foreign 
countries, 

Philatelisis will be interested in the new 
postage-stamps for Thessaly, which the Turkish 
Government has just cansed to be circulated, 
‘These stamps are of the value of five, two, and 
one piastre and of 20 and 10 pai nil 80 
eager were collectors to possess the new stamps 
that on the third day following their introduc- 
tion, those valued at five and two piasires were 
all bought up, and changed hands at eighteen 
shillings, The stamps of smaller value brought 
four shillings. ‘The traders in these stamps 
were Turkish officers and Civil servants, who 
evidently thought it an opportunity for making 
money uot to be thrown away, 























The Zemps thus discusses the recent Blue- 
book concerning Port Arthur and Wei-hai- wei. 
The teadeg sees therein, it says, ‘German 
policy marching on with the vigour of an im- 
perturbable logic,” and Russia “ pursu 
line of cond: 
ago while si 
the changing necessities of the present hour.” 
As tor England, says the Zemps, one cannot 
say as much, ‘ Constantly surprised by events 
which everyone could have anticipated, she im- 
provises her decisions, acis a little at haphazard, 
and combines the maximum of distrust with the 
minimum of prudence.” 









Mr. A. D. Startseff of Tientsin has purchased 
the German steamer Zai Pick for the Russian 


inst. and renamed Fostock (Zhe East). She 
will trade on the company’s regular line be- 
tween Shanghai and Vladivostock, calling at 
Chefoo, Port Arthur, Nagasaki, and Korean 
ports on both ways, She left on her maiden 
trip under her new-ensign at noon on June 
17th under the command of Captain V. G. 
Bollman. She is 1,005 tons net, 1678 gross, 
and 2,300 tons dead-weight capacity, 264 feet 
long over all, 36 feet beam, and 21 feet moulded 
depth, engines 186 nominal and goo indicated 
horse-power, and was built at Rostock, Ger- 
many, last year, of steel with teak decks and 
double bottom, 





The principal attraction at the sale of the 
Ashburnham Library in London was the offer 
of the rare first folio copy of Shakespeare's 
works. The first folio, printed in 1632, is the 
rarest, and when in good condition always 
realises a good price. The Shakespeare, with 
portrait after Drosshont, 1623, measuring 12310. 
by 8fin., but very imperfect, was put up at £210, 
and finally knocked down at the sum of £585 
to Mr. Sotheran, After the bidding a gentle- 
man, who turned out to be Sir Arthur Hodgson, 
chairman of the committee of the Memorial 
Library at Stratford on-Avon, announced that 
he had travelled up specially from Shakespeare's 
birthplace, and had given instructions to Mr. 
Sotheran to buy the “first folio” for the com- 
mittee, and that this relic was going to be pnt 
in the library, and would never be seen in an 
auction again, 








“Intimately connected with the physical con- 
ditions of the criminal are his psychic peculia- 
rities,” says Helen Zimmern, in’ Appéeton's 
Popular Science Monthly (April). "These 
consist chiefly in great instability of character, 
coupled with overwhelming development of 








[some passion and the: atrophy of some others, 


The criminal acts from impulse, although he 
often displays, as madmen do, a low cunning in 
finding means to carry out his impulse, - He ix 
intensely vain, priding himself on the number 
of crimes he has committed. He is further 
devoid of all remorse, fond of boasting of his 
evil deeds and of describing them in detail. 
Thus Lombroso gives the reproduction of a 
photograph, in which three murderers who had 
assassinated one of their number caused them- 
selves to be represented in the very act of com- 
mitting their deadly deed, a photograph taken 
for the benefit of their less fortunate associates 


Connt Mouravieff, the Russian Foreign Secre- 
tary, is thus described in the Ouslook:—He is 
pre-eminently a diplomatist of a bygone era; all 
things to all men and, therefore, to most men 
not remarkable, About fifty years old, abont 
five feet nine in his stockings, slightly marked 
with small-pox, and rather bald, he has com- 
manded the successes of a Wilkes with men and 
women. Frigid, cryptic, or, perhaps, only 
artistically bored, he was never easy of access 
thronghout a long diplomatic career. But, 
access conceded, as it was whenever not ob- 
viously unremunerative, any beautifnl woman 
or popular man in the capital to which he was 
accredited was certain to succumb to his charm, 
Few have played a better game of whist or in- 
vested the uncorking of choice vintages with a 
pleasanter echo from the Odes of Horace. Poly- 
glot and bejewelled, he would sit up later than 
anyone, and rise earlier to reap the harvest. 
The indiscretions of others overnight guided 
his pen in the morning, They had babbled 
whilst he had listened, and he wrote whilst 
they slept. His pleasure was a duty and his 
duty a pleasure. 

The Zimes’ St. Petersburg correspondent 
deals with the famine in the interior which has 
been the subject of so much lament during the 
past winter, i 
degree, though not without some favourable ex- 
ceptions, is situated mostly in the south-east 
and east of Russia, It embraces no lewer than 
19 large provinces, 16 of which suffered fron 
the terrible famine of 1891, and the total popa- 
lation outnumbers that ot the British Isles, The 
reserve stores of grain in many places have been 











Steam Navigation Co, in the East. > The steame! 
was transferred ito tio Rusgial fl (o) he 


Khausted, the peasants have been, red 





° 
the verge of starvation, and *‘ hunger-typhus ” 
and other effects of insufficient nourishment 
have begun to appear among them. Al the 
beginuing of the winter the Minister of the In- 
terior authorized the distribution of 27Ib. of flour 
per head per month among the women and 
children and aged peasants unfit for work, but 
the ablesbodied unable to find work appear (6 
have been left ont of account, The Govern- 
ment declares that these reports are exaggerated 
and at variance with the actual stale of affairs, 
Several officers were specially sent to one or 
two spots to make ingniries, and they were 
unable to confirm the newspaper reports of ex- 
treme distress and misery, Such discrepancies 
between Russian official and public views are 
by no means rare or extraordinary, and there 
is a sad want of confidence in official explana- 
tions, It is admitied in the official statement 
that some of the facts published in the Press 
are only the “ordinary appearance of poverty 
and want to be met with in the existing condi- 
tions of life among the agricultural as well as 
other classes of the population,” and it is this 
permanent state of wretcheduess, not to speak 
of the additional distress of the present moment, 
that has caused the Russian newspapers of 
publish some pretty broad hints as to waste of 
money and attention in the Far East, 








The statistics of English Law Courts for 
1896 show that on the whole there is a remark- 
able stability in the movements of litigation, 
During the last 10 years the total number of 
proceedings begun has varied little as compared 
with population ; the highest figure was 4,308 
per 100,000 persons in 1894, and the lowest was 
3,966 per 100,000 in 1890. The total number 
of proceedings of all kinds begun in 1896 was 
1,231,798. Of this number 99 9 percent. were 
in Courts of first instance, Actions heard and 
determined numbered 408,273 out of the total 
of 1,231,798 proceedings begun. One interest- 
ing point is the extreme rarity with which 
applications to sue in forma pauperis are made 
or granted in English Courts. In the House 
of Lords there were three, and in the Queen's 
Bench four, orders of the kind in 1896, and 
» District Registries and the Probate Divi- 
sion one each, In the Divorce Division, 
where they would naturally be more numerous, 
there were 36; and these would appear to be all. 
In France, on the other hand, there were in 1894 
uo fewer than 71,128 demandes d'asststance 
judiciare, of which 29.529 were granted, In 
Italy for the same year there were 57,285 peti- 
tions for gratuito patrocinio, aud of these 
31,429 were admitted. 











The Berlin Echo, a weekly journal devoted 
to the expausion of German export trade, con- 
tains the following remarks upon the new line 
of steamers now trading with the Far East — 
The importance of this undertaking is far above 
the limits of a purely mercantile interest. The 
German shipping industry is busy in every re- 
gion of the world, whether it be on the regular 
service of fixed trade routes, or whether it be on 
long journeys from portto port, At the present 
acite stage in trade competition this initiatory 
step on Germany’s part to connect North Ame- 
tica and the Far East is worthy. of attention ; 
three-fourths of trade in Eastern Asia now lies 
in the hands of the Germans, and the projected 
bringing together of the thickly-populated dis- 
tricts of the Eastern States of America with the 
immense market for their goods in Asia must 
still further develop the mercantile marine of 
Germany. Slowly, but irresistibly, Germany's 
sea commerce and merchant service are appro- 
aching those of England, and will soon surpass 
thet in quantity and numbers. The German 
spirit of enterprise is creeping up step by step, 
and may now proudly call the attention of Eng- 
lishmen to the fact that at this moment a Ger- 
man steamship company, the Hamburg Ame- 
rican Line, is the greatest in the world, that the 
largest cargo steamer in the world is the German 
steamer the Penusylvania, and, finally, that a 
German Royal Mail steamer, the Xatser Wil- 
Aeleathe Great, is the fastest ship in the world, 
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‘Tiiese are three records all won from England, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


—— + 


THE EVILS OF CIGARETTE SMOKING. 


To tHe Epitor ov tHe " Japan Main” 


Sir,—The accompanying, copied from The Ree 
publican, an Ohio paper, dated May 17th, should 
be of interest to all concerned in the ‘welfare of 
mankind. [ trust you will giv your 
paper, and that the note of warning it sounds may 
not only be heard, but heeded, by many. 


Yours truly, LS. E. 


HABITUAL SMOKERS OF CIGARBTTES NOT FIT 
YOR SOLDIERS. 

Large numbers of rejections of volunteers have 
caused much comment in the Army Medical 
Corps. Howeve physicians who have con- 
ducted the examinations say that outside of the 
ranks of cigarette smokers there are even fewer 
tejections than there were in the days of the civil 
war. Among habitual usets of cigarettes 
the rejections are about go per cent. Dr. Ben- 






























j King, of Philadelphia, who acted as an ex 
amiming surgeon during 1861-63 in New York, 
Pennsylvania, ya, says that 








the average rejections during these years did not 
exceed 13 percent, He attributes the lage 
ctease slmost entirely to the cigarette habit, “1 
have been inspecting the papers in a nuinber of 
cases under the present recruiting act,” said Dr. 
King, “and I observe that most of the men whe 
have failed to pass the medical examination have 
weak hearts or lack the vitality necessary to 
a goud sold! Thad expected that the perc 
tage of rejections would be greater now tha 
1861, hut [ did not dream that it would be almost 
three times as great. The examining physicians 
with whom I have talked have geverally told me 
that the excess of rejections is due to the large 
number of young men applying for enlistment who 
have become victims of the cigarette habit.” 

















WAR. 


To tHe Eptror or THe “Japan Mat.” 

Sir.—In reply to a rejoinder of my esteemed 
fiend Mr. Voegelein, to an article of mine which 
appeared in your columns under date May zoth, 
I hope to be permitted to say a few words. 

T would not be understood as contending that 
war isan unmixed evil from which uo possible 
good ever comes, I have no thought of denying 
that war has sometimes done good. ‘There is no 
unmixed evil in the universe, | Providence biings 
good from everything, {rom fearful sufferings, from 
atrocious crimes. But sufferings and crimes are 
not therefore to be set down among our blessings. 
Marder sometimes cuts short the life and triumphs 
of a monster of guilt. Robbery may throw into 
circulation the useless hordes of a miser.  Butfit 
would indeed be a strange turn of mind that would 
therefore attempt a defence of murder and sob- 
bery. The kiss of Judas, his love of money, and 
betrayal of his Lord were all acts through which 
mankind have received incalculable good; but 
Judas was “ the son of perdition ” and went unto 
his own place.” No greater mistake can be 
made than to suppose that because good is 
made to tesult from evil, the evil is therefore 
stiiable. While we may tejoice at all the good 
an all-wise providence may bring out of crime and 
every evil deed, it nevertheless behoves all who 
have a love for truth, purity, and good-willto men 
to stay out of crime lost they fall into condem 
tion; and thus not only work greater good ta man 
but a blessing to themselves. 

That the Lord, according to Old Testament 
history, directed war is also a fact with which 
every Bible reader is acquainted. He did the same 
in regard to polygamy, divorce, and slavery. Father 
Abraham in addition to Sarah hesitated not to 
take also his servant Hagar to wife. His grand- 
son Jacob not only had two sisters as wives, bu 
also had a number of children by their maid ser- 
vants, The owning of slaves was a common 
practice among the very best people of that time, 
and divorce was a recognized tight, He whe 
therefore thinks the Old Testament furnishes a 
precedent for war must also be prepared to defend 
divorce, slavery, and polygamy, 

‘The truth is the Lord suffered these th 
cause of the * hardness of the hearts’ of the people, 
but nevertheless afflicted those who thus fell into 
sin. David for example fought the battles of the 
Lord, but was prohibited building the temple 
because he had been a man of war and had shed 
much blood (1 Chron, 28:§), This temple, built 
by Solomon, a man of peace, but whose father 
David was prohibited from so doing because he 
had been a man of war, is generally admitted to 
he a typeof the Church. The Lord do select | 


a 
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Jews also demanded a king to cule over them, 
‘The Lord granted it and even selected their kings; 
nevertheless he says to Samuel: “ They have not 
rejected thee, bit they have rejected me, that I 
should not be king over them.” This rejection of 
the Lord incurred his wrath and led to Israels 
ruin, Where now is thy king that he may save 
thee in all thy cities? and thy judges, of whom 
those saidst, Give me aking and prince? [have 
given thee a king rand [have taken 
him away in my wrath Thou art destroyed, 
O Israel, for thou art against me” (Hos. 13:6 12). 
The Lord uses people for the work they prepare 
themselves to do: if it be obedience to his com 
mands they are blessed therein ; if ithe in going 
contrary to his will by following a depraved and 
sinful heart, his ultimate purposes are not set aside 
thereby, but it brings destruction on those thus 
engaged ; and such is the nature of wary 
J. M. McCALEB. 
Tokyo, June 14th, 1898, 



























FOREIGNERS’ DISABILITIES. 


To rae Epiroe or THe “ Jaran Mair. 

Sir,—The list of legal disabilities under which 
foreigners at present labour which you published 
on the 14th inst. is particularly interesting at the 
present time; but may I ask if it is complete? 
For example, can a foreign physician or surgeon 
practise and claim bis fees unless he holds a 
Japanese diploma, or some special license or ap- 
ointment, such as surgeon to a Japanese hos- 
pital? Can a foreigner buy, sell, or hold + 
shares, or shares in a manufacturing business. 
And can he become a director 7 Can he become a 
farmer? And soon. And in what direction, and 
to what extent, will these disabilities be affected 
when Treaty Revision becomes an accomplished 
fact? 


Yours, &c. 
Tokyo, 15 June, 1898. 


















W. SILVER HALL 


THE DOSHISHA. 


‘To rae Enirox or rue “ Javan Mat.” 

Sir.—Being only a visitor japan some might 
suppose that the Doshisha affair is no matter of 
mine or of any for whom I could speak in tle case. 
Bat, Briton as Tam, Lam also a citizen of the 
world—of mankind—and have an interest 
honour, tight, uth, and justice throughout the 
world. 

From the sesemblance of their history to the 
history of our: Island Empire, 1 feel especial ine 
terest inthe people of Japan and in their biave 
and noble efforts to assert their national existence, 
and in the success of their Imperial authorities and 
theie government in oblaining and maintaining a 
high piace among the nations. For such a reason 
Lam jealous of the honour of Japan, and feel griev- 
ed that anything should occur at this critical 
period of her splendid development to injure her, 
her government, or her people, in the eves of the 
peoples of Europe and America, which I fear this 
Doshisha business will do, if not soon corrected by 
a sense of tight and wational honour under the 
force of a sound public o ‘The temoval of 
landmarks, followed up by the v of a sacted 
(rust, cannot be winked at by a great and gene. 
cous people, inust hinder their prosperity and sub 
ject them at least to the distrust of mankind. It 
certainly were no excuse to say we have known 
such things to be done elsewhere ; and were there 
even this justification, it is a very pernicious and 
dangerous doctrine tw uige let us consort to do 
evil that good may come. ‘That swely were a 
corrupt principle and a worthless foundation to at 
tempt to build a school on for the education of 
youth, or with any prospects of success. ‘The 
matter of trusts is something of great concer 
among Western nations, To subvert or betray a 
personal o public Lust is reckoned among the 
gravest offences against law, against right and 
ho. ‘To cary out a donor's will, a donor's 
benefaction and trust, is a most sacied office and 
tesponsibility, For trustees to be faithless with 
regard to the Wust they have accepted brings upon 


























































them scorn and condign punish Il there is 
nothing in the law of Japan (o meet sucl a case, 
a strong and sound public opinion ought soon to 





make even law effective in this regard, Other 
nations must form an opinion concerning Japan, 
Jon the way this Doshisha matter is handled. As 
Count Okuma well says, “This question will 
affect the confidence of foreigners in the Japa- 
nese.” Tq have this confidence lessened in the 
present relation of the Weaties cannot but do injury 
}to Japan, which certainly must be a great grief to 
toe Ie itelligent patriot in the country, and 


rl er -wister of this Eastern Isiand Emote 














and she has many-wishers among those who are 
giving life and treasure for her highest good. 


Yours truly, A. CARMAN, 


: ndent of the 
ch in Canada, 











MR, MINAMI. 


To the Epttor oF oF THE “JaPAN Ma 
Sir,—In a very courteous letter, published in 
your columns on the 13th instant, the Rev. H. 
ami tefers to a sentence in the last Religious 
nary, which he alleges mistepresented his 
views as expressed in the article that appeared in 
the Shinri, which Lepitomised, [have re-examined 
Mr. Minami’a article, and as a sesult feel sure that 
he has misapprehended the meaning of the sent« 
ence he quotes, Our theological notions as Chiris- 
tians should be harmonised with those conceptions 
of Godhead which we inherited from our ances 
tors.” Tu the inte g essay of which I gave an 
abstract, Mr. Minami’s argument throughout is 
that wherever Cliristianity has been taught it has 
been affected in various ways by other religions 
aud by schools of thought. He makes special re- 
ference to the manner in which the Greek philoso- 
y was utilised for giving expression to Christian 
ight, ending up this part of his article with the 
words Kazunogotoku ni shite Kirtsutokys wa 
ha koku to dokwa [FRAG] shstarn navi, 
“Thas did Chiistianity and Greek ideas become 
assimilated.” This theory he proceeds to apply to 
advocating the blending of ethical Ch ty 
ng with Japanese teaching on the subject of 
loyalty and filial piety. Now the question of the 
feriority of superiority of Christian and non Chriss 
tian theological notions does not affect in av 
Mr, Minami’s argument, and therefore in the 
summary that the limits of yourspace allowed me 
to make I did not deem it necessary to insert Mr, 
Minami’s remarks on the cor esponder 
Shinté conceptions of Godhead to Old 
teaching in reference to the Divine Being. I gave 
Mr, Minami credit for the intention to carry hi 
argument to its logical issue, namely, the necessity 
of Cluistianity'’s using uative conceptions of Deity 
as far as possible der to express itself in a tell- 
manner, IF M inami is of opinion that there 
is nothing in Shinté worthy of use, then, it seems 
to me, the proposition thathe set out to prove re- 
unproven, and his aigument must be pro- 
nced a failure. 

By speaking of harmonising Shintd and Cluis- 
tian conceptions of God there is no implication 
that these conceptions ate equal i 
more than to speak of harmonising O! 
ideas in reference to the Divin 
disparaging to the New Testain 
pared with the old. What Iu 
Minami to assert is that in all non-Christian coun: 
tries there are some definite notions in reference to 
the Godhead, and that Christianity makes use of 
these as far as possible. It is quite impossible to 
conceive of a civilised people Ike the Japanese 
having no theological notions worthy ‘of being 
utilised by Christianity. In all countries the most 
successful aries rely on the theological 
hotions they find imbedded in the minds of th 
people asa basis for conveying Ciristian notions, 
and in the course of time the blending of the newly= 
yimported Christian ideas with traditional theologi- 
cal ideas takes place. 

Ii seems to me that Mr. Minami has allowed the 
word ‘harmonise "to alarm him beyond what the 
context and the whole gist of his argument w 
rant, unless he is prepared to say that there is 
nothing in the whole range of Shintd thonght that 
is capable of blending with Chiistianity—an ex- 
e view which T think no writer of Mv. 
mi's schocl of thought would venture to 
champion, 

Tam, yours, &c., 


“Tas Writer oy THe Suman 
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THE “ POWERFUL.” 
pgs ee 

Everyone is interested in war and warships just 
how, when two nations are clutching at each 
others’ throats and the rest are half afvaid and 
halt-desirous of joining in. Consequently visitors to 
the Fowerful ave numerous, and they-the men at 
auy talemshow a keener and greater interest inthe 
details of the huge ship than is usually exhibited 
in such excursi The Powerful is, as everyone 
knows, the largest type of cruiser in the world, 
and all her fittings, from the huge 9.2 in, guns 
thirty-five feet oso long, to the tiniest bolt or elece 
tic lamp are of the most approved type. The power 
of the big guns is enormous. At a close range a 
ould pierce 22 inches of tron, 
tower ula ship like the Powers 
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ful, which is defended by armour 13 inches thick 
would not be quite safe from them, “These are two 
of these 9.2 in guns, 16 12 pts. 12 6 in. quick 
firers, and 1g small quick firers and Maxims, as 
well as four torpedo tubes. ‘The laiye quick firers 
can fire 6 rounds a mute, and the Maxims 
can pour bullets into an enemy at the tate of 600 
tounds a minute, The means of manipulating 
the huge masses of metal, the ease with which they 
are moved up and downy, left and tight, loaded, 
sighted, and fired ave all must interesting to the 
novice. The engine rooms too, are marvellous, 
even to those who “ know all about” engines, and 
are familiar with the arrangements of a great 
ocean liner. ‘The Powerful is of course fitted with 
the water-tube boilers, concerning the virtues of 
which there has been much controversy, The 
fact, however, that foreign Powers generally are 
following our example in filling ships with these 
boilers shows that they are the only type for 
the fast warships of the future. 

















Art. Vi—The Council shall have a President 
Vice-President appointed fiom among the 
ers, subject to Imperial sanction, on applica 
tion bythe Minister of Education. When both 
the President and Vice President are unable to 
attend, the former may nominate one of the mem- 
bers to act his behalf, 

Art. VIL—The term-of service of members 
shall be one year, ex officio members excepted. 

Art. VIIL—The President shall, according to 
Regulations, adjust matters of debate, and report 
the de 

Aut. IX.—The Cou 
cussion rules for the adjustment of its affairs, and 
receive the sanction thereto of the Minister of 
Education, 

Art. X.—The Council shall be held once in each 
yeat, but a special meeting may be convoked at 
any time when occasion tequires. The date as 
well as the period of session shall be determined 

inister of Education. 






























AN EDUCA7ZIONAL COUNCIL. 
+ 
following Imperial ordinance has been 





Th 
issue 
We hereby sanction the ules for the High Edu- 
cational Council and direct the same to be pro- 
mulgated. 
(Linpesial Sign Mainal and Great Seal) 
June 17 of the gist year of Mei 
(Countersigned) Marquis Iro Hironumt, 
Minister President of State. 
Toyama Suorcni, Lit, Dr., 
Minister of Education, 














IupertaL Orpinance No. 605. 
REGULATIONS WITH REGARD TO THE HIGH 
KU UCATIONAL COUNCIL. 












Act. L—The High Educational Council shall be 
under the c ‘ol of the M er of Education. 
Act. IL—The High Educational Council shall 





undertake the discussio 
for mit 


of the following topics in 
tructions from the Minister of 








ent or abolition of libraries 
versity ar for other colleges 


(1). 
for the Imperial U. 
under the direct supervision of the Educational 


Departinent. 

(2). Method of su 
culu d aims of 
the public and private schopls and those under the 
direct control of the Educational Department, 

(3). Obligation as to the education of children 
of school age, and the amount of tuition lees to be 
teceived by Primary Schools, 

(4). Supertntendence of educational affairs. 
ool text books, maps, and atlases. 














The members shall receive an aunual 
allowance of less than 500 yer, while.special mem-= 
bers are to be granted suitable compensation ac- 
cording lo the business with which they are called 
upon todeal. Innocase, however, will allowances 
be made to members coming under the cate- 
gory of the 1st portion of clause 1 and clause 13 of 
Article IV, 

Act. XIL—The Council shall have a Director 
(Kanji) appointed from among the high officials of 
the Education Department, and two Secreta: 
from among the cleiks of the same Deparim 
The Director shall superintend general affairs 
under the direction of the President; the Secreta- 
ries shall act under instructions from the President 
and the Directors, The Director may receive an 
annual allowance not exceeding 200 yen, and the 
Secretaries of not more than 100 yen. 

































CRICKET. 
H.M.S. “ Powerrut” v. YoKoaama. 

A cricket match was played on ‘Thursday after- 
noon on the Yokohama Cricket Ground between 
teams representing the Y.C. and A.C, and H.M.S. 
Powerful. The weather was a delightul contrast 
tothe cold and tainy days we have had of late, 
aud a most enjoyable day was spent. The pleas 
sue of visitors was enhauced by the performances 
of the splendid band of the warship, 

‘The naval men won the toss, and Nicholas and 
Wall went to the wicket to face the bowling of ‘T. 
B, Clarke and Fradgeley. Only one had been 
scored when Nicholas was stumped by Duff. 
Snagge then joined Wall, and the scare began to 
mount, Wall hitting freely, and making two fours 
and several singles in the course of two or three 

















(5). 

(6). Qualifications of officials in public and 
Private schools aud those under the direct control 
of the Educational Department. 

(7). Allother items the discussion of which ig 
deemed necessary by the Minister of Education, 

Art. LiL—The High Educational Council may 
Present memorials tothe Minister of State with 
tegard to educational matters, 
cil shall consist of the fole 
Principals of the Nobles’ Buys? 
Schools ; President of the Imperial 
Keneral officer inthe Army and Nav; 
President of the Imperial University; Presid 
of each of the branch Colleges of the Imperial 
University ; Superintendent of each of the various 
Bureaux in the Education Department and two 
Inspectors; Principals of the High 

B. Gils; Presidents of the 
ol, of the Tokyo Technical 
College, of the Fine Arts School, of the Musical 
School attached to the High Normal School, and 
of the Imperial Library; one of the Duectors of 
the High Schools; a Director of the Commercial 
N. Cillege ; (wo of the Directurs of the 
wooly; two of the Directors of the 
ary Middle Schouls; one of the Direc. 
tors of the Girls’ Public High Schools; Directors 
of the Ordinary Intermediate School attached to 
the High Normal School 
School ‘under the supery 
Normal School; twa Presi 
Schools; President of the Tokyo University In- 
stitute (Gakushi Kwai in); President of the School 
Sanitary Cou in the Education Department; 
men of erudition ov persons well versed 
cational matters; other members to be enlisted on 
the occasion of special necessity. Atiy person or 
any special member other than those who ate ex 
officio entitled to attend the Council shall be ap- 
pointed by the Minister of Educat 

Art, V.—The Minister of Educati 




































































may, ithe 





Normal | 


overs, At 26a change of bowlers was tried, Wal 
ford superseding Fiadgeley, but he was punished 
rather severely, several singles and # four by 
Snagge being made fiom him. At 36 Snagge 
was clean bowled by Clarke, his total of 14 includ- 
ing two fours and one two. Whittaker succeeded, 
and scored freely, hitting a three, a two, and three 
singles from the first two or three overs. Wall, 
who appeared to be well set, also hit steadily, and 
filly went up after 35 minutes’ play, Kingdon was 
» place of Walford, and Whittaker 

taken at point in his first over. ‘The 
pace of the scoring, however, was not checked, and 
sixty went up a few minutes alter, Wall making a 
four and several singles, while Whittaker hit less 
freely, At this point F. EB, White took the leather 
Clarke, but the e did not work, Wall 
hitting three off his first over. In Kingdon’s next 
over Whittaker gave a chance at point, which was 
not taken, and the e:ror proved au expensive one 
for Yokohama, as the pair continued (a hit away 
mercily, Wall making several twos and a three, 
while Whittaker contented himself wiih singles. 






















continued steadily, however. Egerton skied one 
ball of White’s into the hands of Powys, but he 
failed to-hold it, At 138 Jolinson clean bowled 
and Ingels succeeded him, only to be dis. 
missed by Johnson’s next ball. Seven for 138. 
Heneage followed in, but was dismissed by White, 
after Egerton had hit a three, for aduck. Eight 
for 141. Edwards went tothe wicket, but with Joh 
son's first ball Egerton’s stumps fell, and the whole 
side were out for 141. Egeston’s 31 was the result 
of a long and steady innings and included one 
four, one three, and five twos. 
don and Kilby started batting for Yoko. 
hama, facing the deliveries of Wall and Nicholas, 
Kingdon skied the first ball from Nicholas, but 
was missed ; the third ball of the same over he also 
sent up in the air, but not with the same good for 
tune, for it wastaken by Snaggeat mid on. Murdoch 
then went to the wickets, Runs came slowly,and only 
six had been reached when Kilby was taken in an 
attempt to snatch arun. P. B, Clarke succeeded, 
but Nicholas dismissed him after he had made 
one, ‘Three for 10, White then partnered Mure 
doch, and hit out freely, malting five in his first 
over, Murdoch also added steadily to the score, 
paying particular attention to the leg balls; and 
the total gradually mounted to 39, when Whit- 
taker took the ball from Nichol: ‘wo overs later 
Murdoch was neatly taken by Snagge, tour 
wickets being thus down for 41. His score in- 
cluded one four, one three, and two twos. At 
this point Captain Davis went to field for the 
naval men, to make up for the loss of Mr. Elliott. 
Walford filled Murdoch's place at the wicket, and 
quickly distinguished himself by a capital cut 
for three, The score went steadily up 10 60, 
soon after which Nicholas took the ball from 
Whittaker. The change, however, did not work ; 
Walford baited cautiously, and White continued 
to hit with freedom, placing the balls beautifully, 
and it was not until go was reached that a bali 
from Snagge touk his wicket. His 40 was put 
together in capital style, and embraced five 
fours, two threes, and one two, Duff followed on, 
and made several good hits in the first few minute: 
the 100 going up at 5 pan. A few runs later Wal 
ford returned « ball to Wall and was caught after 
a useful winnings of 26, compiled by sound cricket 
and including two fours, one three, and two twos, 
Suter followed, and just alter his arrival Whitta- 
ker took the ball from Snagge, and shortly after 
Jolinson just took Sutter's bails, Seven for 15, 
nson followed, and showed good form, placing 
ihis balls judiciously. ‘The score crept up slowly 
to 140, when a fast ball from Wall took John. 
son’s middle stump. With two wickets to 
fall and 12 runs to win the game began to get 
exciting, Powys came in, and in two hits put 
on five, He added another single immediately 
afterwards, but the first ball of Wall's over 
missed him, for 136. Fiadgely came 
but Duff took the bowling. He made a good hit, 
and tied to make two from it, but the ball was 
ned, and Fradgeley's wicket was 
"The game thus ended in a win for 
the Naval men by five ‘uns, Duff's total of 23 
included four fours. Score -— 















































































H.M.S, ' POWBRFUL,” 


t, Dut b. Clarke 
Bowys b. Sutter 















Ei 
Mr, Snagge b. Clan 
Lieut. Ezerton b. Johnson 
it a 
Fleet Paymaster 
Tent, Intex bleh 
eneage b. Whi ‘ 
Fleet Engineer Edwards not ont 
rat as we 





¥.C. AND A, G. 


At 79 another change of trundiers was tied, | Mr A. 





White resigning the ball to Murdoch. 
bowler did net himself effect anything. but at 80 
Whittaker was taken by Powys off Kingdon, 
His 19 included a three and two twos; the 
innings was vot without fault, as he gave more 
than one chance. erton was the next batsman, 
to Wall, who, hitting hard, 
soon raised the total 10.90, Seven run later Sutter 
took the ball from Kingdon, his first over being a 

maiden, The teams then adjourned for tiffin, 
Soon after resuming, with the score at g9, Wall 
skied a ball of Sutte:’s and Powys took it at mid- 
on. Wall's 59 was a careful and correct ine 
nings,and included six fours, one three, and four 
twos, Ethelston went to the wickets but was 
bowled without making any addition to the 
score, and Kay then patnered Egerton, Runs 
came steadily, and at 128 the home captain 
ght another change in the bowling desira 


























deems necessary, direct his subordinate high offici 
als to attend the Conncil: at aD | 
that they shall wottake parti FOI. 4 


Gveon taking the ball from Murdocl\\ Sar 


The new] ¥ 








BOWLING ANALYSBS, 









HLM.S, “ Powanrui"* 
Me We 
m3 ag 

202 8 
2 8 
o 1 6 
- 2 
ome 

= 4 

r 9 
9 
ro. 

Mr, Satter a's 

+ 53 





Ke Jehogea: 





678 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL, 


[June 25, 1898. 





————oOoOoOoOoOoooooeeeeeeelhle"le"leleleeeeeeeeeee OO 


“ REUTER.” 
eae ig 
Far away in the East,— 
Very far from the West,— 
Many “ Yankee" born sons, 
Aud some sons of the Duns,” 
In suspense, day by day, 
Await news of the fray 
That their kith and their kin 
Have been forced to begi 
But, untoward, alas! 
Time has chauced to such pass, 
That they all must depend, 
From beginning to end, 
On a somewhat named # Rewter;”— 
Preemptive Exploiter 
Of news telegraphic. 

















This newsmonger Protean, 

Is it, man or machine? 

If it’s man is he dual, 

Or a unit or plural? 

Half his specials,” ‘tis plain, 

Ate [rom “ Castles in Spain,” 

Vester morn Sit Munchansen 

Seemed the news to Le boss in 5 

And to-day Ananias 

Gives the items their bias 5 

Os, it may be ‘tis Mercury 

Busy in the cheat-workery. 

As for truths, they ate treasures 

Found mayhap in the measures 

Of the poly phoned “# Reute 
Mendacious Exploiter 
Of news telegraphic. 











“Spanish fleet is at Cadiz 5” 
At St, Vincent,” the next day ' tis; 
On the next,—" Martinique 
Wete ships ever su quick ? 
‘Then,—"* Off shores Nova Scotian" 
Spanish keels cleave the ocean, 
And—" At Cadiz there’s still a 
Mighty fleet for Manil 
to Santiago it had run 
redoubtable squadron, 
Was there ever adroiter 
Rumow juggler than © Reuter,”— 
Fallacious Exploiter 
Of news telegraphic? 

















+The Ameticans have gone 
To Matanzas," and blown 
Forts and town all to flinder: 
Nothing left there but cinders :— 
Such report speeds from Reuter, 
But that “news” may not loiter, 
‘Though again it befool, 
Nothing killed but a mule 
At Matanzas,” comes uext. 
How we ‘te duped aud perplexed 
By this nimble-veiced Reuter,’ 
Vexatious Exploiter 
Of news telegraph 





























1, there none to disown 
‘To subject or dethe 


hin 
Pseudophemist “ Reuter 








Lack aeday ! he still rules 
Daily puzzles and fools 
Sphinx aud Hydea seems 
A Nonsuch Exploiter 
Of news telegraphic. 







Remter,”— 





C. Macc 
Tokyo, June 14th, 1898. 





AUSTRALIA AND FAPAN. 
+ 
(FRom our own CorRusPonpeNr.) 





Sydney, May 20th. 
The intelligence that the Japanese Imperial 
authotities were negotiating with Russia for ase 
sistance in preventing au Amer or British 
occupation of the PI es, created no tittle 
initation in Australia, wotil another cablegiam 















announced that Japan had offered ta assist Great 
Britain with an army of 300,000 men in pre- 
ing further Rinsian encroach in China. 








This showed that there must be a mistake 
somewhere, Ay a matter of fact, should the 
Philippines leave the hands of Spain, it is instinc- 
tively felt that, unless taken over by the United 
States or Great B itain, they should be effered to 
Japan, as it would form an outlet, for many years 
to come, for any surplus Japanese population, and 
thas relieve Australia and ather counties from the 
Dugbear of Japanese imanigration, All that the 
Australians desire is that the islands shall wot he 
occupied by either France, Germany, or Russia. 
Ivis asserted that under the Stars and Stripes or 
the Union Jack the Philippines wou 

siderably in strengthening the positi 
hy enabling the two geet naval powe 





























either singly or combined, a good base of opera 
tions in Chinese or Japanese waters, At the same 
time Japanese imangration would be encouraged 
as the best mode of promoting industrial settle- 
ment and progress, Practically the sympathies 
of the British, American, and Australian peoples 
appear to be with Japan; and it is generally ad 
mitted that European interference with the rights 
obtained by Japanese conquest in China was a 
gigantic blunde 

At the same time there exists some misgiving 
with tegatd to the possible results of the anti+ 
foreign  spir' Japan, conceming which much 
has been said by Ausualians retucning from a 
visit to Tokyo and other places, An Adelaide 
paper say Should Luzon be brought under 
American influence, just as Korea and Manchuria 
have been taken ander the vittual control of 
Russia, the inevitable result will be to greatly ine 
tensify the Japanese national resentment and the 
anti-foreign spirit. Many of the Japanese, in 
seeking to account fur the aggressive ma 
which Russia and other Poweis overawed 
into a reluctant abandonment of some frnits of 
her Chinese conquest, aver that the Czar has 
never forgotten the fanatical assault made upon 
him at Otsu when he was tavelling it 
country during the lifetime of his fath 
Japanese feeling is strongly anti Russi 
in the war between the United States and Spain 



















































the southern extension of Japanese colonization 
is to be checked, as the western extension 
has been by Russia, the feeling of national 
disappointment among the Mikado’s subjects will 


undoubtedly be very acute. By the annexation of 
nosa and of other islands Japan has secured 

oken sequetice of territory to within about 
200 miles of Luzon. [tis generally acknowledged 
allover the Malay Archipelago that Spanish mis: 
government of the Philippines has heen so shock 
jog that any conceivable change of masters could 
hardly fail ¥o be beneficial to the wofortunate ine 
habitants ; but to the Japangey in their present 
mood, the annexation of the Wslands by a strong 
Power like the United States would be a matter of 
very deep concer 

The probable action of the new treaties coming 
into operation next year continues to be occasian- 
ally discussed by the leading Australian papers, 
the general tone of the various articles being dis- 
tinctly unfavourable, it being concluded that after 
the treaties have come into force, foreign residents 
will be practically Japanese subjects without any 
Japanese sympatlies or influence. Ominous 
signs, we are told, “of the contemptuous treatment 
which may await foreigners when placed complete- 
ly under the power of the local Japanese officials 
are vow being noticed on every hand, One com 
plaint, for instance, is that in the interior even the 
school teachers allute desisively to Europeans as 
*The Red-whiskered Men’? and The Hairy 
Foreigners.’ By vations obser vers well acquainted 
with Japanese utes of thought this peculiar 1e- 
vulsion of national sentiment is attributed to dif 
ferent causes, but the cosmopolitan view of the 
situation is that Japan sat as a docile pupil at the 
feet of European military and naval insteuctors 
only so long as she had to acquire the task of 
learning how to inflict a crushing defeat upon 















































ct and accomplishing certain other pur 
poses, ‘To-day the situation is changed. ‘The 
Japanese ate conquerars, and they demand to 





be admitted as equals with other civilized va- 
tions in the world’s comity. “This would be all 
very well in its way, because the ext 
toiality principle applied by other nations 
the Mikado’s conntyy implies ational inferi- 
arity on the pat of the Japanese ard es 
lablishes an imperium in imperio. But unfo:tun= 
ately the old antclnergn and exclusive spirit co- 
to some extent along with the desire to 
advanced inl nal polite society, 
Hy prosecution ofa European in Japan 
ducted ina Consular Court, and we 
person prosecuted is eutively beyond the contsal 
ov authority of the Japanese Government; but 
when Consular Jurisdiction over the territory 
pactly inhabited by European residents shall have 
been aboli-hed, it will be possible for a British 
subject accused uf an offence against Japanese to 
be treated exactly like natives of the very lowest 
class who may get into deserved of undesecved 
trouble, Asa sample of the kind of injustice 
which may then be perpetiated the Japanese news 
papers cite the case of a woman in Formosa who, 
having offended au fficia', was incarcerated for 
forty days without Uial on a teumped up charge 




















At present 
has to be co 
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of having shipped gitls in boxes tw Chi Nota 

scintilla of proot was forthcoming, aad the 

prosecution seems to have been entirely ma 

licio yet there is apparently no possie 

bility of redress. Again, after the passing 

of eutence of imprisonment—and even with 
pending, because is 


















difficult 10 oblain bail—a foreign resident may be 
subjected to incarceration in filthy prisons, and 
wlien condemned forced to march scantily clad 
tough snow and mud as one of a chain gang. 
Toa native accustomed to live with very little 
clothing this may not be dangerous, although the 
fact that fifly prisoners in gne gaol last winter 
were severely injured Ly frostbite seems to show 
that the limits of hardship inflicted ate fac 
beyond what even they can safely bear. Toa 
European such treatment might mean speedy 
death, It was recently shown that when a native 
happened to have a gtievance against a European 
he was compelled to resort to a foreign Court in 
order to secure redress. It was, tes 
presented that the conduct sometimes indulged 
in by foreign seamen and some globetrotters 
would justify atonch of +i the 
ishineat meted out to 
in foreign prisons, By the Mikado’s acceptance of 
the Revised Treaty based ow the draft which was 
signed four years ago the foreigner and the native 
will in this respect be placed on a level; 
one other very important matter the customs 
the religion of the natives alike forbid the adimis- 
sion of the foreign clement to any tights whatever. 
None of the sacred soil of Japan must ever be 
owned by a foreigner, and aheady, even befoe 
the treaties have some of the 
wily Japanese have begun to advoitly utilize this 
fundamental iple im theie owe favour, 
Acase in point was mentioned lately by a Kobe 
paper. A European resident having died and 
bequeathed to his two heirs his interest in # lease 
and the property to il, the native ground landlord 
refused to complete the tranafer. Iu this -way.a 
deadlock in the administration of the estate was 
created, and alter a year of endeavour the heits 
were no nearer to securing their vightsthan they 
were al first.” 

The foregoing remarks embody the views gener: 
ally taken by the Irading Australian papers of the 
probable working of the Weaties, and explain, to 
some extent, the disfavour with which a Japan 
occupation of the Philippines would be tegarded 
by a section of the Australian community ; al- 
though the anti-foreign feeling in Japan is based 
on a sentiment akin to that expressed in the cry 
“ Australia for the Australi: But there is an- 
other side to the question; a New South Wales 
paper, commenting on recent manufacturing pros 
giessin Japan, says:—"Doubtless the Japanese are 
a half. ised folk, who are slowly learning from 
the outside world whence, for so many ceat 
they shut themselves out, Yet they have ass 
lated many ideas from without. Strange to say, 
however, they have not so far decided to adopt 
that fiscal system under which we are sometimes 
told the greater part of the civilised world lives, 
‘Tiade is perfectly free throughout the Japanese 
empire, There could in fact have been no more 
petlect reversal of policy in respect of commerce 
than that which moderu Japan has acomplished, 
Hers was a complete system of protection—she 
ically excluded the foreigner aud all his works 
Ull about twenty-nix years ages and since then, the 
trade of Japan with the rest of the world has grown 
from 4810 300 millions of dollars. ‘The Government 
ix making many efforts to improve the commerce 
and to augment the manufacturing industsy of the 
try, by providing means of commercial ed: 
cation, by collecting and publishing sta‘isties 
details of foreign trade, by despatch of experts to 
foreign workshops, to ascertain by personal ex- 
perience what is being dove elsewhere and how it 
is done, by promoting the improvement of me: 
of transport. In fact, industry and commerce 
being actively encouraged in every way that an 
enterprising, ambitious, and intelligent Govern 
ment can encourage th ‘There is a population 
of 42,000,000 and it increases yearly at the rate of 
haltea-million : the abligations of the Government 
to such a population are serious, But it is net- 
able that this Government, which ostentatiously 

1s purpose of making the country 4 
ing country, will in two years tow 
open the territory af Japan unteservedly to forrign 
merchants, At present foreign trade is confined 
to six treaty pe at the beginning of the 
year 1900, foreign trade will have free course 
throughout the mainland aod islands of the Em- 
pire. Thus Japan will place her manufactures 
in competition with those of the outside world, but 
itis fair to say that the terms of the competition 
are not yet stated. That ix to say, though 
the restriction now imposed on foreign traders 
will in (wo years be removed, it is possible—there 
is indeed no hint of it yei—that the Government 
may adopt a protective policy. ‘That is matter 
for future arrangement; no protective policy is 
as yet announced, and it would seem as if the 
Government were content to enter into competi+ 
reypnifaciners on a free-teade 
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of the country to foreign trade must tend to ens 
large its commerce, and it remains to be seen 
whether the Gove wt will allow industry to 
develop according to natural furtherance, or will 
force it. Obviously, opening all Japan to all the 
world means an opportunity for expanding Aust- 
ralian wade with the country, aud we hope it may 
be taken advantage of 
Inthe above remarks are expressed the real 
feelings of the Australian people towards Japan. 
The Japanese Government is, after all, merely 
doing what that of any Australian colony would 
have done under similar cercumstances, Perhaps 
if a Japanese Alien Act were passed if would 
remove several sources of complaint, but it is 
doubtful whether its provisions would be lareely 
availed of by foreign residents, yP. 




































MR. AKIYAMA “" CALLED.” 





on Thursday, 
before Mr. J. F. Gowey, Mr. J. F. Lowder asked 
leave to propose that Mr. Akiyama be admitted 
to practise in tha: Court, He said he believed 


If Lam to be sentenced at once, I siould like to 
ask the court to be lenient with me, and consider 
the time I have been i prison under trial, but 
with equally the same hardships. I would also 
ask the Court to take into consideration that I 
have testored the civar case and the money to the 
second prosecutor. I simply ask for the Court’s 
clemency. 
His Honour, in sentencing the prisoner to 
six months’ imprisonment on each charge, name- 
niths! hard labour in all, said that for 
a long sentence, ion would be 
de to the Judge at Yokohama for Mackay’s 
moval (o the Consular prison at Yokohama. 
His Honour also made a restitution order that 
any property fo of the pri- 
1, or belong y way from 

onisides soulcesyslisuid, if discovered, go towards 
paying Inouye Mankichi the 30 yen, and the 
of 18 yen said to be due for marealnonts supplied 
at the Yi i Hotel, 

‘The prisoner, who looked very dejected when 
sentence was pronounced, was then removed in 
custody.—Hiogo News. 

















































1. Akiyama was known to his Honour fiom the 
I relations which recently existed betwe: 
them when he was president of the Yokohama 
Saibausho, He (Mr. Lowder) might mention that 
he had been for fifteen years on the Japanese 
Bench, and he had now left it to follow the no less 
honawable profession of the bar. Although a 
tive of Japan Mr. Akiyama was in the 
wage used in that Court, and he had a Japan. 
degree equivalent to that of Bachelor of Laws, 
which gave him the right to practise in his own 
Courts. Nevertheless he (Mr, Lowder) should 
not have ventured to take upon himself what he 
serious responsibility he was 
accepting in that motion 
ly associated with Mr. Akiyama he 

























character he was quit€ worthy of the privilege he 
sought. 

Mu. H. C. Litchfield said he had great pleasure 
in seconding the motion. 

His Honour : It gives me very great pleasure to 
allow thts motion, aud to have Mr, Akiyama 
tolled as a counsellor-at-law in the records of thi 
Cout. Itis, I say, « pleasure to me to do so. 
have known Mr. Akiyama since I have been 
here, and from a short personal acquaintance I 
think that all Mr, Lowder has said is justified by 
his character and attainménts, [will have the 


















order prepared, and will give Mr. Akiyama aly 


certified copy. 








THE FRAUDS BY A FOREIGNER IN 
KYOTO. 


Pees ech ae eee 
A MRAVY SENTENCR. 

Edward Allan Wallace Mackay, who had beew 
committed for wial by Mr, F, W. Playfair, was 
indicted at Kobe on Monday, the 21st instant, on 
two counts. Me. J. Carey Hall, H.B.M.'s C 
sat as Judge, and Messis.C. Z. Ede and J. M. 
Maitland were drawn as Assessors. 

Hit the prisoner was charged with 

pretences from Inouye Manki- 
chi, of the Yaami Hotel, Kyoto, the sum of 50 yen ; 
count with obtaining cast’ and 
goods to the value of 100 yen from Inouye Kichibei 
by the same oner entered a plea of 
“Not Guilty,” and complained that no facilities 
had been affarded him to prepare his defence and 
produce witnesses. 

The Court found the prisoner guilty on hoth 
counts, and on being asked if he had any thing 
to say why sentence should not be passed upon 
him, Mackey said with evident remorse 
prosecutors have had weeks to get up their pro- 
», and [have not had a minute given me to 
prepare my defence, Although I said this momn- 
ing that Twas not prepared to go on, the court 
has proceeded to tial, and ‘hay given me no 
chance to get anybody to speak lor my defence. 
Ihave a statement to make, but whal is the use 
of making it, if I cannot get it coroborated? If 
Twas given twenty-four hours [could show that I 
had every reason to believe that this money would 
be in the bank when the cheque was presented. If 
I had any intention to defiaud these people I 
could have easily gone away, fur there were plenty 
of trains running out of Kyoto, I went a short 
distance by train, but as soon as I found out that 
Thad been duped, I at once seturned and del 
vered up the cigar case and the yen 30 to the 
second prosecutur, As tegard yen so to the 
Yaami Hotel, he helped me to spend the money, 
for hetook me to theatres and other places, and 


this is the bill he presented to He is the 
spendibrift, for be pent 35,98" ¢: a 
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THE TERRIBLE DISASTER AT 
PORT ARTHUR. 






nese cruiser Fucching, 
which occurred at Port Arthur during a storm on 
the gth inst, m= 

Port Arthur, June gth, 

A terrible disaster occurred here during the 
storm on the gtt inst,, the Chinese cruiser Fu- 
ching, wilh a crew of 130 men, being lost, The 
chief officer and three sailors were the only 
members saved, 

The Fueching arrived here at2 p.m. on the 8th 
inst. ‘The weather being foggy, she was unable 
to enter the harbour, and was obliged to anchor 
Later the weather cleared up, but it 
nown why she did not enter, although 
advised to do so by Captain Li, whose ship.in 
dock is flying the Commodore's flag. Dating 
the night the wind changed into a storm blowing 
from the southwest. About 6 a.m, on the th 
inist. the Fu-ching diagged her anchor, and was 
driven towards the shore. I believe they had 
time to let the second anchor go, as it was 
tied to the ship, and sem: in the si 
position when the vessel was on the rocks, The 
Fu-ching was driven to the same spot at whi 
ce years ago a similar accident occurred, 
gg her alongside the shore, with her 
bow pu to the north, and commenced 
dashing her on the beach, Unfortunately she 
fell on her starboard side, opening her deck to 
the waves. The crew sought cefuge in the 
rigging and on the upper bridge. 

The Russian first-class cruisers lying in the roads 
could tender no assistance to the disabled vessel, 
on account of their draught being too great to allow 
them to get alongside, nor could they send any boats 
as the sea was running high and the boats would 
have been lost if sent,” The crews from (he ships 
that were in harbour got to the wreck by land, and 
tried to save the crew of the Fu-c by means 
of firing rockets with lines attached, but the Chin. 
ese did not know what to do with the lines that 
reached them, as they had never used them be- 
fore. The pupils of the Chinese Naval School 
on shore also came to the vescur, and tied by 
signalling to make the men on board under 
stand how to use the e. At one time the 
Chinese made an attempt to use the line, but 
whilst doing so a wave covered the vessel, and 
washed off several of the men, ‘The others see- 
ing this stopped the work, At this time the 
waves were neatly as high as the lighthouse, and 
in the wartow entiance from the roads to the 
harbour the water was seething. ‘I'he captains of 
two Chinese men-ol-war in harhour apparently 
considered the situation of the Fu-ching entirely 
hopeless, as they did not even send out a crew to 
the wrecked vessel, At midday the Fusching was 
a total wreck, on which two or thee men were 
still seen clinging to the ropes, but after a short 
time they also fell into the water. 

Tt is generally believed here that the roads of 
Port Arthue during the N. and S. winds are very 
dangerous, and therefore the Chinese ships in 
summer used to stay at Wei-hai wei. During such 
A storm as the one that raged on the gth inst. any 
small ship anchoring outside would probably get 
lost. It is also believed that a large breakwater 
is required, so as to prevent such sad accidents in 
the future. 
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THE FALL OF WENG TUNG-HO. 
eg 

The news of the fall of H. E. Wéng Tung-ho, 
the famous tutor of the Emperor of China, 
comes like a bolt from the blue, says the W.-C. 
Daily News. Inan article which appeared in 
that paper last December, under the heading, 
“The Blind Leaders of the Blind,” the follow- 
ing remarks about this powerful personage, 
perhaps the most trusted of any of the men 
who then surrounded the Chinese Emperor, 
appeared :- 

“ Weng Tung-ho, the Emperot’s private tutor, 
and among other things President of the Board 
of Revenue, has long been regaided as 
placable anti-foreigner, but since the humiliation 
of China at the hands of Japan, he has taken 
earnesily and conscientiously to the study foreig 
affairs, though unfortunately he can only pursue 


that study in his leisure time, if the cares with 
which he is loaded leave him any leiswe. When 

















Prince Kung is too ill to come to the Cabinet 
or the Foreign Office, Weng T 


for 





geho has to act 
him, as the Emperor has more confidence in 
than in anyone else, He is believed to be a 
man of the best intentions, but he has never 
been iv office ont of Peking, and it is impo 
sible fur even the best-meaning man to act 
satisfactorily as the chief adviser of the Head 
of a Great Empire if he has never been able to 
acquire a knowledge of the world, which it takes 
other statesmen # lifetime to master.” 

Up till the morning of the 14th inst., now wiites 
our Contemporary, Tung-ho was reported 
to be the strongest man in Peking. He is an old 
man, a Conservative of the Conservatives, but he 
was supposed to be honest, and really anxious to 

derstand something of foreign affairs, and this 
desire helped to make him an obstructive, as he 
was disinclined to take any course until he u 
stood where it led, and it was very hard at hi 
and with his tr 
It must be said for him t 
Hsin, his colleague at the Board of Rever 
and Chaug Yin-liuan worked strenuously in puts 
ting through the recent Anglo-German loan, 
There is a report than Wéng Tung-ho was de- 
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e | nounced by four Censors on the charge of treason, 


and that the Emperor only spared him the death 
sentence because he had been the Imperial tutor, 
but such a charge is contrary to all that is known 
of the old statesmen, He was, as we have said, 
the intimate friewd aud mouthpiece of Prince Ku 
and itis noticeable that his fall follows so quickly 
alter the death f the Prince, There is an idea 
that his tetiement means the inauguration of a 
more liberal régime at Peleiny Cit is impossi« 
ble for 4 liberal régime to be introduced into such 
a museum of fossils as the Peking Government is, 
without a complete sweep being made. The re- 
moval of one man, however eminent and powei 
ful, cannot effect any revolution of importance in 
such an invertebrate organism as directs the des- 
tinies of China, Wang Wén-shao himself, who 
has been ordered up to Peking ov Prince Kung's 
dying recommendation, is an old man, who took 
his metropolitan degree in 1852, and whose capabi- 
lities are not supposed to be more than respect- 
able. Jung Lu, who takes Wang Weén-shao’s 
place temporarily at Tientsin, is a Mauchu who 
has spent most of his life i ty offices at the 
capital, but was at one time Tartar-General at 
Hsianiu. He became a favourite with the Em- 
peror soon after the Franco-Chinese war, and is 
tegarded us one af the most intelligent of the 
Manchus atthe capital, It is many years since 
the post of Viceroy of Chilili has been filled by a 
Manchu. 


It appears from the decree in reference to the 
Empress-Dowager, that the dismissal of Wéng 
ng ho is a Wiumph for the Emperor’s aunt. She 
is Lack in power, all the high provincial officials 
being empowered to memorialise her directly. 
How she has managed to resume the reins, and 
how far she has been assisted by the death of 
Prince Kung, we shall probably learn by and by. 

The reasons given in the Imperial decree for the 
dismissal of Weng Tung-ho ave the unsatisfactory 
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way in which he has performed 3, and his 
obstinacy even in the Imperial presence. ‘The 
Viziers of Oriental Emperors are always liable to 








sudden dismissal, and are fortunate if they fall 
as soltly as H.E. Wéng has done. With the ree 
tun of the Empress-Dowager to power, the star 
of HE, Li Hung chang should be in the ascend- 
ant once more; but whether the chang ally, 
for China's good is a question that cannot be an= 
pyered off-hand in the affirmative, if it can be 
auiswered in the affirmative at all. 
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(Bwom vue Jaray Tins.) 
THE WAR. 
SECOND MANILA EXPEDITION LEAVES SAN 
: FRANCISCO. 
London, June 17. 





A second Manila expedition has left 
San Francisco, and will be convoyed by 
men-of-war from Honolulu. 

LARGE FORCE SENT FROM TAMPA. 

The Censorship has permitted the an- 
nouncement that thirty-five transports left 
‘Tampa on Tuesday, escorted by thirteen 
warships, destination not stated. 

SANTIAGO BOMBARDMENT CONTINUES. 

London, June 18. 

The bombardment of Santiago was con- 
tinued for an hour on Thursday, during 
which over five thousand projectiles were 
fired, silencing a number of batteries. 

STATEMENT IN BERLIN. 

It is semi-officially stated in Berlin that 
the assembling of the squadron at Manila 
in no wise implies the abandonment of 
German neutrality, the object being to 
protect the large German interests. 

SPANISH SQUADRON SAILS AT LAST. 

ADMIRAL SAMPSON IN ANXIOUS. 

CRITICAL SITUATION AT SANTIAGO. 

London, June 20. 

The Cadiz squadron under the com- 
mand of Admiral Camara, accompanied 
by six liners, conveying four thousand 
troops, has finally sailed. It passed 
Gibraltar on Thursday going east. Admiral 
Sampson has telegraphed to his Govern- 
ment anxiously enquiring when the in- 
vading army will arrive, adding that the 
situation around Santiago is critical. 

REPORTED AMERICAN LANDING. 
CATALONIANS THROW UP THE SPONGE, 
London, June 2r. 

Admiral Camaro’s squadron has been 
sighted off Cadodegak. It is reported at 
Madrid that General Shafter’s expedition 
has landed near Santiago. A manifesto 
has been issued signed by thirty-five pro- 
vincial associations and eighteen news. 
papers of Catalonia, declaring that im- 
mediate peace can alone prevent the ruin 
@f Spain. . 

SPANISH FLEET TURNS TAIL: 
TO BE SHELLED. 
London, June 22. 

The American Government has learned 
that the Cadiz Fleet has returned to a 
Spanish port. General Shafter’s Army 
has arrived off Santiago. It is difficult to 
effect a landing owing to the Spanish 
troops lining fifteen miles of the shore. 
It will be necessary to thoroughly shell the 
place. 

The Spanish papers continue to talk 
about peace. The Ministerial Correo 
dwells upon the injury the war is causing 
to trade and industry. 


HAWAIIAN ANNEXATION VOTED. 
STARTLING DECLARATIONS AT 
WASHINGTON, 4 
London, June 17. 
The Washington House of Representa- 
tives has passed a resolution for annex- 
ing Hawaii. In the course of the debate, 
strong declarations were made in favour 
of seizing and retaining the Philippines, 
Cuba, and Puerto Rico. 
FRENCH CABINET RESIGNS. 
The Meline Cabinet has resigned. 


Ribot will probly Brome "Co. ; 





SANTIAGO 














THE FRENCH CABINET CRISIS. 
M. RIBOT IN DESPAIR. 
London, June 20. 

M. Ribot has renounced all attempts 
to forma Ministry. President Faure has 
asked M. Saurien, in view of the division 
of parties, to undertake the task. 

ITALIAN CABINET RESIGNS. 

The Marquis di Rudini has announced 
in the Chambers that the Cabinet had 
resigned, and requested the suspension of 
the sittings, which was agreed to, 

BRITISH NAVAL MANGUVRES 

COUNTERMANDED. 
“IN VIEW OF POSSIBILITIES.” 

It is officially announced that the naval 
manceuvres have been abandoned, the Ad- 
miralty being reluctant to deplete its coal 
supplies in view of the possibilities of the 
situation. 

THE BRITISH NAVY. 
PROBABLE FURTHER ADDITIONS. 

Mr. Goschen, in the House of Commons, 
stated that the question of some addition 
to the ship-building programme had been 
under consideration by the Government 
for some time, and added that details 
would be announced on the 15th Jaly. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY RE-OR- 

GANISATION IN CHINA. 
IMPORTANT STATEMENT BY LORD 
SALISBURY. 

Lord Salisbury has stated that negotia- 
tions are proceeding with China relative 
to the re-organisation of the army and 
navy. Though the negotiations regarding 
the navy were in a more advanced stage, 
the difficulty had hitherto been that China 
has been unwilling to give a British 
organising officer a free hand, The Pre- 
mier added that he feared events in China 
would have but one issue, unless the naval 
and military defences of the country were 
thoroughly re-organised. 

THE BATTLESHIP “ ALBION.” 


TERRIBLE LAUNCHING DISASTER. 
London, June 23. 
The new battleship A/b:on_ has been 
successfully launched by the Duchess of 

York. The displacement of water, how- 

ever, caused a huge wave to overwhelm a 

temporary sta; ing upon which 300 work- 

ing class spectators were seated. It is 
feared that sixty persons were drowned. 

Thirty-four bodies have been recovered 

up to now, 

(The Albion is a firsteclass batile-chip, | 
Blackwall, of 12,950 tons, with a way 
dranght of 13,500 horse-powes, 
ship to the Goliath, Ocean, Glory, and Ven- 
geance.) 

THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN. 
THE SIRDAR TO THE FRONT. 
Sir Herbert Kitchener and most of the 
officers have started for the front. 


THE FRENCH CABINET CRISIS. 


M. Sarrieu has failed to form a Ministry. 




















(Received by the Fi#) 
MORE CHINESE STUDENTS. 
Peking, June 16. 
Chang Chitung and Yuen Shikai are 
about to send military students to Japan 
for educational purposes. 
RUSSIAN PROPOSALS REJECTED. 
Yuen Shikai has firmly declined the 
Russian overtures to supply military in- 
structors to the Chinese government, 
CHINESE FOREIGN LOAN. 
Peking, June 18. 


The Chinese Government has conclu-|' 


ded with the Hongkong and Shanghai 





Bank a loan to the amount of £2,000,000 
for the laying down of a railway line 
between Newcwhang and Shanhaikwan. 
MR. YUN YON-SON. 
Soul, June 19. 
Mr. Yun Yon-sén bas been appointed 
Councillor to the Right. He and the 
other Councillor are to act for the Pre- 
mier in the latter's absence. 
RUSSIA OBJECTS TO THE BORROWING OF 
ENGLISH MONEY. 
Peking, June 20, 
The Russian Minister has publicly ob- 
jected to the borrowing of funds from 
England for the construction of the rail- 
way connecting Shan-hai-kwan and New- 
chang. 
EMPRESS DOWAGER TO WITNEES 
MILITARY DRILL. 
Peking, June 20. 
It is understood that the Empress 
Dowager will proceed to Tientsin to wit- 
ness the drilling of troops conducted after 
the new system, under the command of 
Yuen Shi-hai and Fieh Chichang. 





( nos THe NortH Cua Dusty Naws.") 
MANILA NEWS. 
Hongkong, June 17. 

The insurgents are in possession of the en- 
tire shore of the Bay of Manila to Malate. They 
have successively seized Old Cavite, Binacayan, 
Bacoor, Zapote Pinas, Paranaque, Pusay ; and 
inland, Imus, San Francisco de Malabon, Pasig, 
and lesser towns, 

They control the provinces of Cavite, Bulu- 
can, and Bataan, and can, when they wish 
secure Batangas and Pampanga. 

They possess nearly all the province of Manila 
ontside the city, and have taken 3,000 prisoners, 
half of them regulars. 

They have captured the waterworks which 
supply Mauila, and may cut the pipes leading 
to the city, but influence is being brought on 
them to prevent this. : 

Three insurgent forces surround the city; 
one south, between Malate and Pasay, on the 
outskirts of the town; one east, cutting off the 
communication with the Laguna de Bay; one 
north, stopping the railway, 

The prisoners include two Brigadier.Gene- 
ralr, nine officers above the grade of Lieut. 
Colonel, and 79 inferior officers. 

lt is believed the city could be taken at 
any time, but Admiral Dewey wishes the in- 


























surgents to await the arrival of the U.S. troops, 
who are expected in six di time, 
MAIL STEAMERS. 





‘THE NEXT MAU IS DUE 









































ie Line, mer. Date, 
Hongkong... Oo. 0.Co, Gael Sa, June 96 
Hongko M.M.Co, Oceaniens = W. June ag 
Tacoma, Wa: N.P, Co. Victuriag Sa. July 2 
sonal GoPR Co Km. of Japan gM. July @ 
Hongkone P.&O Co. Rosetta M. July 4 
Hongkong P.M. Co. Aztec Ww. July 6 
Hongo GP. Go. Bin, of India 2 
O.&0.Gu. Melgic 5 7 
ND, Loyd Hohentollen — W. July 6 
x Left Nagasaki on the aand inst 
2 Left Shanghai on the aged inst. 
3 Left Victoria on the a7th inst, 
4 Left Vancouver on the erst June, 
5 Left San Francisco on the 18th June. 
THE NEXT MAIL LEAVES 
Por y Stenmer, Date, 
America . Co, Gaelic Tae June a8 
Hongkong Co Robilla W. June 29 
whi + Satsuma Maru W, June ag 
Hongkong |. P. Co, Victoria Su. July 3 
Hongkong. P.R.Co, Km,of fapan = M, July 4 
Europe, via Sthal. M.M.Co.  Qceanien W. July 6 
America . P. Antec Th. July 7 
N. Hobenzollern —£. July & 
Rm.ot India =F. July 8 
Uelgic * July 8 
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CHESS. game he returns to his favourite opening, some. play any, one no matter how strong. Tschigor 

eee A StS E ee what transposing the moves. Steinitz, Gunsberg v. Tschigorin, a eel 

" _ ‘ 'b) Black having moved P to Q R3 and P to neat matches were played in Havana, sker 

A seme eeaiemeate nn dereaeed Seite cee Son e the def ae tesembles oes the one] Blackburne, Lee, Mackenzie, Stei dé sum. 


The Yokohama and the Tokyo Chess Clubs are 
closed during the summer months. 





Souution or Prostem No. 371. 


wate. BLACK. 
i-KtteR§ 1-Kio Ks 
2-Qto K's 2—P takes Q 
3—B to Kt 7 mate if2—K 10 O4 


3—Ktto Bomate if 2—K to BO 


3—-Q to K 2 mate if 2—B to B 8 or moves 

3—@ takes P (B6) mate P 
1—P takes P 

2-Bto K7 2—K to K 5 

34 takes’P (B3) mate if 2—P to Q 6 

3—O takes QP mate if 2—Any other 

3—Kito B6 mate 


1—B to B 8 or Pto 
2-Kt to B6 ch 2—KtakesP [K 4 


3—B to K7 mate 


1—Pto Ki 4 
2—Btakes P(K6)ch 2—Kiakes Bor tos 
3—-Q takes BP mate 

1—P 0 Q6 
222 takes Q Pch 2—K takes P 
3~B to K 7-mate 

1—K takes P 
2—Bto K 7 ch 2—K 0 Q4 


3—Kt to B6 mate 

Correct solutions received from W.HS., Voila, 
D.D., and Marco. 

Or should we also add “W. de H.” whose 
solution, almost identical with the above, atived 
soon after the problem was published, long before 
we noticed and corrected the error in the dia- 
gram. A curious coincidence surely | 








Prosuem No. 376. 
By B. G. Laws. 


2 eS a 

ae a 
7 q 

ew wee 


ware 
White mates 








two moves, 





Gams No. gor. 


‘Tue Umtreo States CuaMeion Matcu. 
EientH Game, 


RUY LOPEZ, 
White—Showaltef. Bleck—Pillabury. 
WHITE. eer. WHITE. BLACK. 
rP Ky 2 B % 
2 Kt KB R's t5(h) 9 
3B Kits. Kt K6ti)+ 
4PQg(a) PxP 2 BxBP nae 
5 Castles BK2 2PK7 ~—-R Q2(ky 
6 KixP Castles 27 BR§ Qe 
7 Kt QB3 Rs 28 RxQ RxR 
8B Ka 29B Bz  -P Ktg 
9 KixKi(b) Px @ 30 PKKig BK6 
10 P Bg Qe 31Q Rg PR3 
mPKs BBgch |329Ki3 POS 
12 K Rsg Ki Q2(c) 33 Q Kt8ch_ K Rai!) 
13PQKI3 RKq 349 98 R(K2) KB2 
14 B Kt2 Beata) 35 iS Be Pp Bs 
15 2 R K3(e) 36 Bx x 
6 RRs R R3 37 8 oe) R QB2 
17 P Kg K2 389 Rs Bue) Bs 
1B OR Ksq Ki Kg, 39 P KR 
ixKt Peki(ty | yo P Kig(m) BG) 
20P Bs BkKi2 4URKRsq K Rug (3 
21 BKB3 RQsq(g) | 42 P Kis(m) Resigns 


Notes (abridged) by Emil Kemeny in The Ledger, 
Philadelphi 
(a) The usual play is: 4—Castles, Kt takes P; 
5—P to Q 4, Bto K2 to K 2, KttoQ 3; 
7—B takes Kt, Kt Ptakes 8; 8—P takes P, it 
to Kt 2, which establishes the Berlin Defence. 
Pillsbury, however, invariably selected the 5 
Ktto Q3 defence, which leads to the following 
continnaiion ; 6—B takes Ki, Q P takes B; ral 
takes P, Kt to B 4; 8—Q takes Q ch, K takes Q 
‘This variation was not altogether satisfactory vo 
Showalter, who, consequently, aband he Ruy 
Lopez, playi 





6—' 

















adopted by Steinitz against Lasker. ‘The present 
position is, perhaps, more favourable to Whi 








uch better than Kt to K sq, in which case 
Pto B5 would give White a decided advantage. 

(d) Better, perhaps, was B to Kt 2, so as to be 
enabled to move P to B 3, which at present can 
not be played on account of Kt takes Q P, follow. 
ed eventually by Q takes P ch and Q takes R. 

(e) R to K 3, R to R 3. with the intention to 
play R takes Pich and Q to R 5 mate, is somewhat 
premature. 

({) Black’s Pawns on the Queen’s wing were 
rather weak, and, unless lie played P takes Kt, 
he wa» bound to have the disadvantage in the end 
game. The text-play, nevertheless, was inferior 
to Btakes Ki. 

(g) With the intention to cominue P to By. 
He, however, has no time for it, White answers 
B to Qg at once, threatening B to K 3. 

(i) He might have played B to K 3 al once, 
which was certain to win the exchange, White 
could not save the game by answering Q takes P, 

(i) A brillian ch in connection with 
Bakes Pand P to K 7 gives White a winning 

ame. 

(k) There was no better play. 

()) He conld not well play R to B sq, for then 











Q to Q 6 would follow, and Black's game becomes | Holi 


fopeless. 





(m) White could not well play R to K R sq at 
fo 


once, 





P taxes P, followed by R to B 7 ch, 

would give his opponent some chances of escape. 
(un) The decisive stroke, which causes Black to 

suciendet, He can not save the Rook. 





Gamn No. 402. 


VYoxkouama Cuamptonsuip Tourney. 
KING'S BISHOP OPENING. 





White—Briedlander. Bluck—Cept. Weilbach. 
wuirk, Lack WIITE. BLACK. 

tPKy) P Ky 1oP Ks KixRP 

2BBy  BBg Kx Ke Og 

3KUKB3 Ki OB3 fiz Kiki — Pxke 

4 KexP(a) Kok 8 xP Castles 

5PQ4 KxB |14P Bs KRsq 

6 PxB Keky [1g P BO Rikkate) 

ZHU Bs P QB3(t) | 10 PaPch xP 

8 Castle, KtK3 7 RePeh K Req 

9PB4  QKIKis() 8 QKy 


and mate in (wo. 
NOTES. 
(a) An unsound sactifice ; perhaps the ch 
pion knew that he could afford it, 
(b) The knight should have tetired to Kt 3. 
Now White regains his piece, with a powerful al- 
lack. 
(c) P takes P would have been better. 
whatever Black does, his game is hopeless. 











But 





‘Tan Vienna Tournament. 

The great International Toumament was to 
begin on June Ist. At the time the last mail left, 
the following players had entered, representing six 
countries :— 

America—Steinitz and D. G. Baird, 

England—Blackburne, Burn, Caro, and Mason, 

Fiance—Janows| 

Germa arrasch, Lipke, and Walbrodt. 

Hungary—Charousek and Maroczy. 

‘Ausitia—Marco and Schlecliter. 

The Chess-world will be greatly disappointed if 
the two ef Lasker and Pillsbury, are not 
But up to the t 
it was not known whether Pillsbury would be able 
to getaway. The Vienna committee has again 
extended the time for him, Barry, the Boston 
n, would have been accepted as a contesi- 
ant, but he could wot be away for so long a time. 

The first International Tournament was played 
at Vienna in.1873, when Steinitz won the first prize 
after a tie match with Blackburne. Anderssen 
won the third prize and Rosenthal was placed 
fouth, Next came Bird, Paulsen, Fleissig, Meit 
ner, Gelbluhs, Heral, Schwartz, and Pitschel in 
the order named. Kolisch did not play iw this 
contest, but in 1867 at Paris, where he won tl 
prize, Winawer was second and Steinitz t) 
this occasion. This was the last International 
Tournament in which Kolisch played. 































Notes. 


It should be remembered, says the Chess Euitor 
of The Times, a propos of circent events, that 
Havana has been in past yeas a very celebrated 
home of chess, There many lamous battles over 
the board have been promoted by the Havana 
Chess Club, Messrs. Golmayo (now deceased), 














<a] ves, and others being always prominent 


gl ee to promote contests as well as to 








bers of other masters have been piandly entertained 
there, and the club occupied a leading position 
with a great reputation only quiterecenily, Even 
diving the internal troubles the Havana players 
have been busy, and we imagine that even now the 
game will prove a resource to some of the belea= 
gured townsmen, though serious tournaments are 
of course out of the question, 

The war between the United States and Spain, 
or some other cause, has spoiled the match by 
cable which was to have been played between the 
English aud American Universities, and it has 
been postponed. 

















A Havana player says 
isa yellow fever attack; if you live through the 
intial stages, aud avoid any carelessness that may 
bring on atelapse, you will come out all righ 

American chess editor thinks that the Evat 
is like the yellow fever, because it is dangerous 
the middle and critical at both ends, 


“ The Evans’ Gambit 













Mr, Blake, the well-known problemist of Man- 
chester, unexpectedly won the championship of the 
Manchester Chess Club. 


A timely protest has been saised by Mr. L 

says an exchange, against the system of 
thorized con ion when a 
player is encountering a number. A description 
of a match of this kind at Hastings suggests that 
the pirces on both sides were freely handled by 
onlookers and all sorts of analyses were allowed. 
What are we to say of the spirit which animates 
an assembly where such things occu P And in 
what other game could they be allowed? « 
meanness of chess players almost surpasses belief, 
says the Zines, aud though the remark is perhaps 
form, in ils present application it 

















LATEST SHIPPING. 








~ ARRIVALS. 

Shinagawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,001, K. 
Yamanouch, 19h June,—Yokkaichi, 18h June, 
General. Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Alexander Gibson, American ship, 2,121, E. C. 
Colley, rg'h J New York, 27th July, and 
Siduey, 15th March, Kerosene Oul.—Standard 
Ou Co. 

Wakanoura Maru, Japa 
W. Horto 

















ne steamer, 1,556, F. 
2oih June,—Otaru via ports, 15th 










June, G ppon Yusen Kaisha. 

Senta, Gre amet, 2,660, S. Voss, 20th June, 
—Hauburg via ports, Hongkong, 13th June, 
General,—Simon, Evers & Co. 





Owart Maru, Japanese steame', 
moto, 2oth June,—Yolekaich 
ral.—Nippon Yusen Kaish 

Otaru Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,507, ‘Tibballs, 


656, H. Sal 
igih June, Gene- 

























20th June—Kobe, 18th June, Geneal-—Nippor 
Yusen Kaisha, 

Rohilla, British steamer, 2,216, L. de B. Lockyer, 
2oth Jjuney—Hongkong via Nagasaki aud Kobe, 








11th June, Mails aud General.—P. & O. S\N. 

0. 

Morven, British steamer, 2,360, }. T. Norrie, 21st 
June,—Rangoon, agth May, Rice.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Priam, British steamer, 1,803, Jackson, atst Ju 
— Liverpool via ports, Kobe, rgth June, Genes 
tal. Butterfield & Swi 

Vindobona, Austii: 
aist June,—Trieste via ports, 
June, General. —Browne & Co. 

Manuel Llaguno, American ship, 1,650, C. V. 
Small,—New York, 13th Jan., Kerosene Oil.— 
Standard Oul Co, 

Vechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Vapi, 
ast June,—Yokkarchi, 20th Jue, General — 
Nippon Yasen Kaist 

Kamakura Maru, Japauese steamer, 3.797, Trennt, 
atst June,—London via ports, Hongkong, 15th 
June, General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Banjo Kan (4), Japanese Gunbost, 667, Second- 
Capt. ‘Takakuwa, 22nd June,—Yokosuka, 
zand June. 

Hakata Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,692, F. L. 
Sowmer, 22nd Juve,—Yokosuka, 22nd June, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sakura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, N. Mumes 
zoni, 220d June,—Kabe, 21st June, Genet al— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Miike Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,053, S. Kawa- 
muta, 234d June,—Bombay via ports, Kobe, 21st 











2,689, C. Bullen, 
Hongkong, 15th 





























June, General —Nippon Vusen Kaisha, 
Loe Much fanede 771, J. Atakawa,aged 
IS A 
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June,—Yokkaichi, 22nd June, General.—Nippon 
usen Kaisha. 

Asagao Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,525, M. 
Hamada, 23d June,—Kobe, 22nd June, Gene- 
ral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Tkai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,907, T._ Sakai 
23rd June,—Otaru via ports, 18th Juve, General. 
=Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Fortuna, Norwegian steamer, 1,921, Christopher. 
son, 24th June,—New York via Suez Canal and 
way ports, General.—Frazar & Co. 

Owari Marn, Japanese steamer, 656, H. Sakimoto, 
agth June,—Vokkaichi, 23d June, Genetal.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Satsuma Maru, japanese steamer, 1,157, G. Shi- 
‘mazu, 24th June,—Shanghai viA ports, 18th 
June, Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen Kai- 
sha. 

Mikatoa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, J. Nagao, 
24th June,—Misuge, 21st June, General —Nip- 

pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Riojun Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,010, A. E. 
Moses, 24th June,—Seattle, Wash, oth June, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 























DEPARTURES. 

Ayisona, British steamer, 2,657, J. Panton, 18th 
June,—Tacoma, Washingtou, Mails and Gene- 
val,—Dodwell, Carlili & Co. 

City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 

m. Ward, 18th June—San Francisco via 
Honolulu, Mails and General.—P. M, S.S, Co. 

Toyei Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,696, K. Yama- 
moto, 18th June,—Otaru via ports, General — 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Yechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 712, M. Yani, 
18h Ju Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon Yu- 
sen Kaisha, 

Braemar, British steamer, 2,316, Edward Porter, 
18th June,—Portland Oregon via Honolulu, 
Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Tsinan, British steamer, 1,460, Geo. Ramsay, Toth 
Jone,—Austealia and New Zealand via Kobe 
and Hongkong, General—Butterfield & Swire. 

Inaba Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,709, C. Bai 
bridge, 20th June—Kobe, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, 

Nagato Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,149, S. Tsuji 
20th Jun taiu via ports, Genetal—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, 

Shiganoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Y. 
Murai, 20th June,— Kobe, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, 

Ceylon, British steamer, 2,734, R. R- Pearce, 2tst 
June,—London via ports, Mails and General.— 
PB. & O. S.N. Co. 

Heiyen Kan (7), Japanese gunboat, 2,185, Capt. 
K. Ohtsuka, 21st June,—lateyama. 

Owari Maru, Japanese steamer, 656, 
moto, 21st June,—Yokkaichi, Geneva 
Yusen Kaisha, 

Shinagawa Maru, Japanese steamer, toot, K. 
Yamanouchi, 21st June,—Nemuro, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Della, German steame: 
June,—Havre and He 
—Simon Evers & C 

Aldebavan, German ship, 1,836, C. Bruns, 22nd 
June,—Caleia Buena, Chili, Ballas. —W. M. 
Stuachan & Co. 

Caledonien, French steamer,2,173, Durrande, 220d 
June,—Marseilles via ports, Mails and General. 
—M. M.S.S. Co. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,645, R. Swaii 

J Shanghai via ports, Mails a 
G |.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Otaru Maru, Japanese steamer, 1 
2and June,—Otart via ports, Gee 
Yusen Karsha. 

Fushiki Mart, Japanese steamer, 1,109. J. Giese, 

Niigata, General.—Nippon Yu 




































200, Cluistiansen, 22nd 
yburg via ports, General. 














07, Tibballs, 
|, -Nippow 









Pathan, British steamer, 1,762, J. Day, 22nd June, 
—New York via ports and Suez Canal, Gene- 
ral,—Dodwell Cailill & Co. 

Vindobona, Austrian steamer, 2,689, B. Ballen, 
2and Ju ieste and Venice via Kobe and 
Hongkong and way ports, General.—Browne & 
Ce 





0» 

Wakanoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,556, F. 
W. Horton, 23rd June,—Kobe, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Gity of Lucknow, British steamer, 2,370, D. Mor 

or, 23rd June,—Moji, Ballast. —Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Ise Maru, Japanese steamer, 771, J. Arakawa, 
24th June,—Yokkaichi, Genetal.—Nippon Yu 
sen Kaisha, 

Sakura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, N. Ume- 
zono, 24th June,—Otara via ports, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Senta, German steamer, 2,660, S. Voss, 25th June, 


—Havie and Hamburg vif pl OSE 











Simon Evers @ (Coad | 





Priam, British steamer, 1,803, Jackson, 25th June, 
—London via ports, Gener al.—Butterfield and 
Swire. 

Kashing, British steamer, 1,158, F. Hopkins, 25th 
‘June,—Kobe and Shanghai, General.—Butter~ 
field & Swite. 





PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 

Per British steamer Rehilla, from Hongkong 
via ports :—Mrs. M. Godtrey, Mr. G, J. Fowler, 
Mr. J. W. Copmann, and Mr, Wong Mon Lin, 
in cabin; Mr, Wood, and Mr, C. Terando, in 
second class, 

Per Japanese steamer Kamakura Maru, from 
Southampton via ports :—Surgeon Capt, Ma 
second class ; 2 Japa 
ese, and 2 Chinese, in steerage. ‘ 

Per Japanese steamer Miike Maru, from Bom- 
bay via ports :—Mr, and Mrs. C, Brockerman, in 
cabin: 15 Japanese, in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Riojun Maru, from 
Seattle, Wash. :—Captain Thompson, M 
Young, and Mr, and Mis, Shibayama, 
3 Europeans, 7 Japanese, and 27 Chinese, in 
steerage. 

Per Japanese eeu Satsuma Maru, from 





























Shanghai via ports Inglis, Dr. Vao. 
Schale, Rear-Adn . Arima, Rear-Admiral R 
Kawahara, Lt.-Col. S. Shinumiya, Rev. G. E. 


Albrecht, Mr. K.S. Walbank, and Mr. K. Oiso, 
in cabin; Mr. G. Shimokura, Mr. Chang Rhin 
‘Tah, and Mr, A. Dillwoith, in second class; 18 
Japanese, aud 1 Chinese, in steerage. 

PBPARTED. 

Per British steamer Doric, for Hongkong via 
poutsi—Mr. JA. Plummer, Mr. G. W. Meade, 
Mc. Deumond Hay, Mrs. E. P. Nickels, Mrs. M. 
L. Allen, Mr. K. S. Walbank, Dr. A. D. Deew, 
Mes. Cuttis and daughter, Mr. W. S. Davidson, 
Mi. D. H. Cameron, Mi, and Mus, FE, Klein, Mr. 
H.C. Ross, Mc, Bash, Di. Paul, Miss Gladys 
Palmer, and Mr, Hilborn, in cabi 

Pei British steamer Aritona, for Tacoma, Wash. 
via ports:—Mrs. J. W. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. K. 
D. Adams, Mr. and Mis, Geo. B, Dodwell, Mi. 
W. A. Callagham, Mr. R.N. E. Espey, Mrs. Lee 
and daughter, Mes. Taska, Mr. and Mes, Robin- 
Son, Mis. M.S. Hill, Miss Sutton, Me, D. G 
Davis, and Di. and Mrs. H. Slade and 





































n steamer City of Rio de 
for Sau Francisco via Honoluly 
Prescott, Mr, H. W. Wickins, Mr. 
Mr, and Mrs. G. B. Saywell, Mr. Geo, 
Mr. J. F. Hubert, Mt. Nicolay Sorov 
Rev. Judson Smith, and Mr. C, Swynnerton, in 
cabin. 

Per British steamer Ceylon, for London via 
ports :—=Miss Cumming, Miss G. C 
maid, Mr. C. G. Carcozi, Mc. H. J. He 
Mr. M. Greenfield, in cabiny 

Per French steamer Caledonden, for Marseilles 
. A. Tillett, Mr. Barfoot, Me. 

, Mu. Lays, Mr, Mevecki, Mrs. 
J.D. Munro, Mr. H.C. Field, Mr. W. Wallace, 
Mr, W. Huchlesby, Mi Lavacty, Mr. Al Shung, 
and Me, Hong Wang Sang, in cabin, 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Sha 
hai via ports .—Miss Braess, Mes. D. A. G. King, 
Mr. Geo, Detby, Mr. W. Daniels, Mr, J. Ha 



























and Mr. F, Ohyama, in cabin ; 50 Japanese, and 
2 Chinese, in steerage. 
CARGOES. 


Per American steamer City of Rio de Fanciro, 















for San Francisco, 18th June — 
TEA 
Pre MINNEAs Mone 
FRAnCinv e's YORK CHICAGUs  POLICH. Teale orate 
Shanghi 393 273 360 = = hs32 
Amoy — 3,889 ses = — 33889 
Hiogo .. tet ee — 309 309 
Yokohama 1,523 << 318 — 1841 
Hongkong 576 ee ee ee 
Votal... 2502 40562 360-792 30g. 817 
SILK, 
san 
rRARCIaC r 
Shanghai ea; 
Hongkong ms 
Vokotama = 





“steamer 
Oregon via Honolulu, 18th June :— 
TEA. 





Chicago Pacific Total. 
& West. Coast. Packages. 
Kobe.sseesesees 358 sees O21 tsssssees 979 
SILK. New York. 
Vokoliaina . 159 








Per French steamer Caledonien, for Marseilles : 
—Raw Sill for Europe, 280 bales} Waste Silke {63 
Europe, 158 bales. NIT 





LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
ey 
IMPORTS. 


Stagnation still reigns supreme. 
can only be taken as nominal. 





Quotations 


COTTON PIKCK GOODS. 






2.85 to 3.35 
1.84 to 2.00 
1.75 to 2.60 
2.00 ta 3.75 
rem aun, 
0.15 too.a5 
ean rants 


40.30 tu 0.50 
9.88 to gt 





Nominal 
Nominal 


0.45 toa 2t 
Cloths! 















0.35 to 2.50 
0.60 to 0.738 
0,50 10 0.85 






Cloths—Presi 
Clot 





Wonketa—Si 
rer ™ 


0.50 tn 0.60 


















Slack, 35 yards, a2 7-15 ta 9.50 
awus, 12 yards, 42-3, 0.60 to 1.00 
TurkeyReds—a.o to 3.0lh, 24/25 yards, 
$0 inches a5 to 2.20 
Vurkey Reds—3.8 to 40h, 24/25 


32 inches .. 

LOLLOn Vantin, 
16.24, Singles 
28/32, Single: 


2, Doubles 
2, Doubles 
2,60, Plain 
2/80, Plain 





250to 3.524 
£35.50 to 
39.00 to 

43.50 to 

42.00 to 

47,00 to 

6100 to 
75.00 to 

97.00 to 
69 50 to 
85.00 to 
. 114.00 to 
PAR FicuLy 

$40.00 to = 
20.00 

ansoto — 















The market is entirely destitute of life, There 
are hardly any transactions ; and quotations show 
ho chauge fiom the genetal average ul the last few 
weeks. 











KHKROSHENK, 
minal at last week's figures. 


+ $2.00 to 2.07 
“1,95 to 2.05 


1.85 


SUGAR, 
Business is about the same as at the time of the 
last veport, prices being practically uwaltered. 


.. $5.60 to 5.70 
5.30 to 6.30 





4 
6.90 t 


0 7-35 
7.70 1 9.60 





RAW SILK. 

Purchases have not been brisk during the past 
week, and a large stock—amounting to Over 4,000 
boxes—ren on hand. The shipments 
Europe by the French mail were 280 bales, and the 
Braemar \ook 159 bales to Portland, Oregon. 
Quotations vomivally at last week's figures. 








quotations. 


Nominal 

Nominal 
$860 to 870 
830 to 840 
 Byo to 850 
. 820 to 830 
820 to 830 
















45, 
0g), 14/7 deny 
148 veniers 
diitdenices 
tao denier 









Business has been practically #22, and prices are 
quite nominal, ‘The stock on hand amounts to 





French wail we 






vet Sloboivxes. Shipments for Europe by the 
1e353 bales, 
VOID Al 
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RED 
ROUGH 
HANDS 


Itching, scaly, bheding palms, shapeless nails, 
and painful finge. ends, pimples, blackheads, 
oily, mothy skin, dr, thin, and falling hair, itch- 
ing, scaly scalps, all ield quickly to warm baths 
with Curicura Soap, art gentle anointings with Cu- 
micura (ointment), greatst of emollient skin cures. 


(uticura 


Is sold throughov the world. Brtish 
: ¢ . ‘tish depot: F, Newnery & 
ee pr Py AnD C. Corp., Sole Props., Boston, 
S.A. 6 0 Produce Soft White Hands,” post free. 


cs 
ITCHING IUMOURS cctictity “Wests, 


Wen 
Trade Marh Se Lay 


7 GLASGOW 
an S 
2) <w 
CO 


facfarane’s Castings 
PLAIN ANIRNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. ‘ 


“SH, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CH 2 
ORNAMENTAL CONRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTIC 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIKANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSBRVATORIRE il 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS "MARKETS & 
, &c, 


ELECTRIC LIG PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS | DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


MACFARLANE'S GLASS EMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 
ELLED DRAIN ANI . 


TWO GOMEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION, 
EDALS, CALCUTTA . 
Iilustraied CATAWES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 


WALTER MAC LANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 


A. & CO., ENGINEERS. 


162, Rue de Charenton, Paris, 


THe OLD G. HERMANN DEBATISTE WORKS, 
ESTABLISHED 1830. 


The Oldest and Largest 
World of Chocolate, preekdr eg 
Confectionery Plants. 


Over 2500 Chocolate Factories fitted 
Tanuary ‘txt, 196, 8 *? $0 































QUOTATIONS. 
Vt 


th 5to 120 
10g to tho 
10 to 118 
100 to 103 
goto 

qoto 

bs to 67 
115 to 1206 
100 to 110 
goto 95 
Goto 65 
ssto s7b 
§ to 100 
sto go 













J. asto 30 
KibisoBushu, ao to 234 
TRA. 

‘The market shows a tendency to. reviving ac- 
tivity, the scure of the tea duty having toa large 
extent passed off. There is @ large stock of over 
half amillion pounds still in sellers’ hands, but 
large purehnses, amounting in the aggregate to 
closeon a million pounds, have been made during 
the week, Quotations are nominally atlast week's 
figures, 








QUOTATIONS. 











3 & upwards 
$27 to 28 
fis tow 

23 to ag 
$21 to a8 
$9 fo 20 
$17 to 3 
Nominal. 


Ghoicest .. 
Choi 


Nothing changed si 


Statliog—Bank | ++ 9/0} 


- — Bills on 2/0 fs 
= — 4 mont a'ot 
— Private 4 month 2/ok 


aot 
2.55% 


— 6months' 
sight .. 
te 4 months sight , 
nk Bills on demand. 








On Hongkong—Bank sigh 

—  Privatero day 
Ow Shangt Bauk sight 
vate 10 days’ Bight ,, 
Ow India—Bank sight ... 

- Private 30 days’ sight .. 
iter Silver (London) 















every Casting. 





TEA MARKET. 
Yokohama, June 24th. 
The market las a tendency towards further 
activity. 

Arrivals of Tea :—1,695 boxes. 
Purchases of Tea—50,900 Ibs. 
‘Tea in stock—165,000 Ibs. 

KOBE TEA MARKET. 
Anvivals :—1,833 boxes, 
Purchases 8,200 Ibs. 








RICK MARKICL, 
Fukagawa, ‘Tokyo, June 24th, 

‘The warket was active, 

Sold, Japanese rice 5,430 hyo, Foreign rice 
1,614 bags; arrived, Jeovinese 935, Foreign 
314805 in stock, Japanese 149,150, Foreign 64,377. 

v4 shu 1 go; 
hho 4 gos shaku: 

5 -ho 1 go. 































WATERING 
| APPARATUS 


3 
® Non-treezing & Ordinary Hydrants 
mn ‘and Street Washers, 
Garden Watering Boxes and 
‘Apparatus. 
‘| Gun-Metal, Copper, and Cast- 
| {ron Cocks and Valves, 


| E. GUESNIER, E.C.P., 


\ Engineer and Cook Mnfr., 
cessor of ACHILLE CADET) 

















|G } 

2 27, Rue des Taillandiers, i GRINDING MACHINERY for alt kinds 

1 PARIS. ‘wet substances, eoloars, prinung dais, tobet 

| Hrdropathic and Massage Appar 3P, perfumery, ‘and chemicals, 

j "Wapout Bath (Berth system) MIXING, CRUSHING, AND. PULVERISING 
MACHINES FOR ALL MATERIALS, 










j Apply to Boves & Co, 
Pa Dermsneintie & Co, 


Lpwewerwr ewww www weer rere: 
December 5, 1896, November arst, 18 
Google 


Address Wossrs. C. 
H.C. ROEDE & Co, 


684 
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LEA & PERRINS 


OBSERVE THAT THE 
SIGNATURE 


18 NOW 
PRINTED 
IN BLUE INK 


DIAGNALLY ACROSS THE 
ouTSIXN® WRAPPER 


of every Bottle ¢ the 
ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE 
Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors, 






rt 
= 
S 
~ 


Worcester ; 
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London; \ 
and Export Oilmen generally. | 


RETAIL EVERYWHERE. 














MILKMAID 


BRAND 


CONDENSEDMILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 


my 








TRAVELLERS CARRY 


LIEBIG 


COMPANY'S EXTRACT. 


It keeps good for any time, even after 
being opened, and is supplied to Armies, 
. Expeditions, Governments, Hospitals, 
* Doctors and Nurses all the world over. 















‘The Physician's Cure 
Hl for Gout, Rh 








@he Universal Remedy toe ‘Acidity of the Soamais Children, Delicate Fe- 
‘Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, ™#les, and the Sict» 
Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnancy. 
rey 


z 
é 
B 
s 
M4 
i 
e 
S 
f 
ember rgth 1897. 9}m 


| could exceed thei 





ATKINSON’S 
’ EAU 
COLOGNE 


THE FINEST ENCLISH MAKE, 
More Fragrant ; More Lasting ; and 


very much more refreshing 
than all others. 


uss ATKINSON’S owy 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 
Only genuine with “Watre Rose” Trade Mark. 
Of all Dealers & of the Manufacturers— 
J. & E. ATKINSON, Limited, 
24, Oid Bond Street, London. 


January t8t, 1898. yy. 





NOT SO FAR AWAY 
IN CHICAGO U.S.A. 


18 THE 
Greatest Mail Order House in the World. 


MONTGOMERY WARD & COMPANY, 
111 to 120 Michigan Ave. 
WHO ISSUE SEMI-ANNUALLY THE MOST COM- 
PREHENSIVE 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 
BUYERS’ GUIDE. a 


oxi soe ie 
spe nee 


ee ee et saat 
ellen in rela 
3k For 


leh, and 
Sf our Hniitiens facilities for Alling orders expe- 
Gieiously at minimum prices. 

Goods Guaranteed as Represented or Money Refunded. 
Montgomery Ward & Co., 
CHICAGO, U.S. A. 

II to 120 MICHICAN AVENUE. 








rH GREATEST WONDER OF MODERN TIMES 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PERSONS suffering from weak or debilitatep 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills 


ork entitled “The Nile Tribut 
dered the dragoman Mabome- 
and I had the best 













Sim Samvat B) 
taries in Abyss 






‘These are most useful to an ex- 
able purgative properties, they 
g effect upon the patient, which satisnes 


them of thelr value.” 
SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
all 


facts miraculously in healing ulcerations, enring 
‘and subduing all inflammations, 
his extraordinary travels 
had with me a quantity of 
to the people, and nothing 
milk,fowls, 
t lant’ a 

















butter, and horse feed poured 
spoonfal of Ointment war wort 
and the temand became 80 

ail remaining “sto 
‘by ull Chemisty and Medicine Vendors throu 
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